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Wliaf  liave  You  Lost? 

Have  you  lost  a  coin? 
You  have?    But  where? 
Was  it  while  you  were  busy 
Here  and  there? 
Was  there  a  hole 
That  needed  mending, 
And  it  dropped  out 
While  you  were  bending 
Over  some  needless  task? 


Has  Opprtunity 
Come  and  gone 
To  reach  some  soul- 
You  might  have  won; 
While  you  were  busy 
Here  and  there 
Working  hard  - 
But  getting  nowhere 
Over  some  needless  task? 


Will  this  New  Year 
Find  you  thus, 
Shackled  with  care 
And  fret  and  fuss  -- 
Looking  back 
Into  the  past 
Forgetting  to  search 
For  the  things  that  last, 
While  doing  a  needless  task? 
F.  C.  V. 
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Items  of  general  Interest 


THIS  WEEK  a  change  has  been  made  in  your  Publisn- 
ing  House.  For  a  month,  now,  two  men  have  worked  side 
by  side  in  the  Editorial  Office  of  your  Publishing  Com- 
pany. The  one,  a  man  who  has  devoted  his  life  to  the 
Brethren  Church,  with  twenty-three  ye^rs  in  pastorates, 
and  these  last  twelve  years  as  Editor  of  our  Publications. 
The  other,  the  writer  of  these  lines,  who  is  learning  the 
publishing  work,  in  preparation  for  shouldering  the  work 
ere  long.  It  is  the  wi^h  of  Brother  Vanator  that  the 
"official"  change  in  Editora  take  place  with  this,  the  first 
issue  of  the  New  Year,  likewise  the  first  issue  of  Volume 
75  of  The  Eivangelist.  However,  for  about  two  months, 
yert,  these  two  men  will  continue  working  together  in  this 
office,  discussing  the  methods,  problems  and  "know  how," 
for  there  is  much  yet  to  be  leamed  by  the  younger  man 
from  hLs  very  efficient  and  helpful  "teacher."  Next  week, 
when  we  write  our  first  Editorial,  we  want  to  pay  tribute 
to  the  work  of  Brother  Vanator. 

As  the  "new  man,"  we  ask  for  your  prayers,  your  pa- 
tiemce  as  this  change  is  made.  We  want  to  do,  by  the 
help  of  God,  the  very  best  that  we  can  for  the  publiajh- 
ing  interests  of  our  beloved  church.     W.  S.  B. 


ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  Proceeds  from  the  sale  of 
Christmas  trees  by  the  St.  James  church  were  given  to 
the  Building  Fund.  A  group  of  the  laymen  engaged  in  the 
cutting  and  selling  of  the  trees. 

The  CTiristmas  program,  given  by  the  Sunday  School, 
waa  presented  on  Christmas  evening. 


VN^AYME  HEIGHTS,  WAYNESBORO,  PENNA.  Lates 
reports  inform  us  that  the  insulation  and  the  plasterini 
in  the  Church  has  been  finished.  By  this  time,  the  exterio 
grading,  and  the  laying  of  the  auditorium  floor  shoul 
be  finished.  Brother  Leatherman  says  that  it  should  no 
take  too   long  to  complete  the  building. 

The  Pennsylvania  District  Sisterhood  conti'ibutei 
$100.00  for  the  new  church  to  equip  the  Children's  dc 
partment  with  chairs  and  tables.  Thei  Berlin  Brethrei 
Boys'  Brotherhood  through  their  ever-faithful  le,adei 
Fred  W.  Brant,  contributed  $68.75  for  25  chairs  for  th 
Junior  Department  of  the  new  Church. 

Brother  Leatherman  says  that  since  moving  into  thei 
new  parsonage,  that  their  new  mailing  address  is  "Gen 
oral  Delivery,"  Waynesboro,  Pa. 

BERLIN,  PENNA.  The  .Berlin  Church  announces  tha 
Rev.  Lyle  Lichtenberger,  now  a  Senior  in  Ashland  Semi 
nary,  has  accepted  the  call  to  their  pulpit,  to  bring  hi 
first  sermon  the  second  Sunday  in  Febi-uary.  Brothe 
Lichtenberger  comes  from  Elkhart,  Indiana,  is  a  son  o 
the  Treasurer  of  thei  General  Conference,  and  has  been  i 
member  of  the  Brethren  Youth  Ambassador's  Quartet 
His  wife,  Lavonne,  comes  from  Waterloo,  Iowa.  We  wisl 
them  well  as  they  begin  their  new  work. 

Brother  D.  C.  White,  interim  Pastor  at  Berlin,  report; 
the  presentation  of  the  Home  Mission  Play,  "Jehovah 
Jireh"  on  Sunday  morning,  December  7th. 

VINCO,  PENNA.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  S.  Mackall,  lif( 
long  members  and  workers  of  the  Vinco  Church,  wer< 
honored  in  a  special  sei-vice,  Sunday  morning,  Decembe 
14th,  honoring  their  fiftieth  wedding  anniversary.  Churchei 
are  to  be  commended  which  honor  their  worthy  member! 
in  this  way. 

VALLEY  BRETHREN,  JONES  MILLS,  PENNA.  Broth 
er  Elmer  M.  Keck  reports  that  on  December  7th,  theii 
evening  church  attendance  was  60%  of  that  of  thei  morn 
ing.  A  special  effort  is  being  made  to  increase  the  Sun 
day  evening  sen-vice  attendance.  The  annual  Church  Busi- 
nesis  meeting  was  held  Sunday  morning,  December  28th 

UNIONTOWN,  PENNA.  Brother  George  Solomon,  Pas 
tor  of  the  Gretna  Brethren  Church,  tells  us  that  he  helc 
a  Communion  Sei-vice  for  the  Uniontown  Brethren  Church 
on  November  30th,  and  a  baptismal  service  in  the  after- 
noon. One  person  was  baptized,  being  received  into  mem 
bership  in  the  Church  at  the  evening  service. 

CAMERON,  W.  VA.  Congratulations  are  in  order  foi 
Brother  and  Sister  Robert  Holsiinger,  Pastor  and  wife  at 
Cameron,  in  the  arrival  of  a  brand  new  baby  boy,  named 
Mark  Andrew,  on  December  11th.  Brother  Holsinger  writes 
"Both  are  doing  fine,"  which  we  take  to  mean  that  al 
three,  father,  mother  and  heir,  are  getting  along  just 
fine. 

PITTSBURGH,  PENNA.  Thirty-five  young  people  at- 
teinded  their  evening  Youth  Meeting  recently,  making  it 
necessary  to  divide  the  group  into  two  divisions.  Ralph 
Mills,  Pastor,  reports  that  Mr.  Glenn  McGeary  of  Pitts- 
burgh, has  beem  given  a  call  to  the  ministry.  He  plans  to 
begin  his  studies  at  Ashland  early  this  year.  The  Choii 
of  the  Highland  Brethren  Church  presented  their  Christ- 
mas Cantata  in  the  Pittsburgh  Church  on  Dec.  28t. 

(Continued  on  page  15) 
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Fred  C.  Vanator,  Retiring  Editor 


W.  Sf.  C/air  Benshof/,   Incoming  Editor 


Introducing  and  Vresenting . . . 

INTRODUCTIONS  are  at  times  a  mere  formality.  But 
i  sometimes  they  are  required  because  of  circumstances 
|in  which  the  individual  finds  himself.  Our  introduction 
bf  the  New  lEditor  of  Publications  is  more  of  a  presenta- 
tion than  a  formal  introduction,  for  he  is  Avell  known  over 
the  entire  Brotherhood.  In  the  choice  of  a  successor  for 
the  retiring  Editor,  we  felt  at  the  time  of  his  appoint- 
ment that  no  better  one  could  have  been  made.  Since 
Sipending  the  past  several  weeks  with  him  in  the  office 
we  are  now  very  sure  of  it.  He  is  not  what  one  would 
call  an  exact  stranger  to  the  job  of  "editing,"  for  he  has 
been  responsible  for  the  fine  3iiggestive  programs  which 
have  gone  out  under  the  National  Christian  Endeavor 
work  for  a  number  of  years,  and  has  written  the  regular 
Christain  Endeavor  Topics  (now  Crusader  Topics)  for 
the  EVANGELIST  for  four  months  longer  than  the  re- 
tiring Editor  has  been  in  the  Editor's  chair.  Indeed  we 
can  say  that  he  is  just  an  old  friend  of  all  of  us,  who 
now  steps  into  a  more  responsible  position  and  a  wider 
field  of  sei-vice. 

'  Therefore,  we  are  merely  presenting  to  you  your  new 
Editor  of  Publications,  W.  St.  Clair  Btnshoff,  our  friend 
and  fellow-minister  of  the  Word. 

I  The  above  picture  was  taken  at  last  General  Confer- 
ence time,  juart  following  Brother  Benshoff's  appointment. 
The  "little"  fellow  is  the  retiring  Editor. 
1  Our  prayer  is  that  he  may  raise  the  standard  of  our 
literature  even  above  that  which  we  have  tried  to  main- 
tain through  the  years,  and  we  pledge  to  him  our  best 
cooperation  in  all  that  he  strives  to  do  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  M^ork  of  the  Lord  and  for  our  Brethren 
Church. 

In  Matthew  13:52  Jesus  uses  the  illustration  of  the 
householder  who  "bringeth  forth  out  of  his  treasure 
things  new  and  old."  We  are  not  so  much  interested  with 
the  "things  old'  for  they  are  past  into  history.  But  the 
'"things;  new"  are  before  us,  and  as  we  sit  here  think- 
ing with  you  on  this  page,  for  the  last  time,  we  are  struck 
with  the  fact  that  we  now  face  a  New  Year,  a  New  Vision, 
a  New   Opportunity  and  a  New  Obligatoin. 

Let's  meditate  on  these  four  things  for  a  moment! 

What  a  New  Year  holds  for  each  of  us,  we  cannot  say. 
To    some    it   means    change    of    environment;     to    others 


change  of  residence;  and  to  still  others  changes  over 
which  they  have  no  control.  Some  will  find  new  avenues 
of  endea\-or;  others  will  continue  on  in  their  chosen  walks 
of  life.  But  to  each  one  comes  a  new  leaf  in  the  page  of 
life  upon  which  is  written  his  or  her  accomplishments  or 
failures.  Wliat  is  written  there  through  1953  is  in  ea'h 
one's  own  hands. 

If  we  have  our  eyes  open  to  the  future,  there  will  arise 
a  New  Vi.gion  of  the  world  about  us.  We  will  be  caused 
to  "lift  up  our  eyes''  and  gaze  upon  those  who  are  less 
fortunate  than  we;  to  recognize  that  thei-e  lies  at  our 
very  doorstep  a  task  that  we  must  perform  under  the 
guiding  hand   of  Almighty  God. 

(Continued  on  page  15) 
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As  the  supper  continued,  Jesus  made  some  very  start- 
ling announcements.  Calling  their  attention  to  a  prophecy 
of  David,  "He  that  eateth  bread  with  me  hath  lifted 
up  his  heel  against  me,"  He  said,  "One  of  you  shall  be- 
tray me."  Glancing  inquiringly  at  one  another,  they  each 
asked,  "Loi-d,  is  it  I?"  He  replied  that  it  was  the  one  to 
whom  He  would  give  a  morsel  when  He  had  dipped  it, 
and  He  dipped  a  morsel  .and  handed  it  to  Judas,  but  they 
seemed  not  to  understand.  A  little  later  He  told  Peter 
that  he  would  deny  Him  three  times  before  dawn,  but 
Peter  thought  that  he  would  be  willing  to  die  with  Him, 
if  necessary.  Then  He  told  them  that  they  all  would  for- 
sake Him.  They  were  sorrowful  and  amazed.  However, 
many  things  that  He  said  were  cheering  and  helpful, 
some  of  them  have  been  cherished  much  by  believers. 
They  are  to  be  found  in  John,  Chapters   14  to   17. 

Again  Jesus  interrupts  the  supper  while  He  institutes 
the  Communion.  Matthew  says,  "As  they  were  eating, 
Jesus  tb.ok  bread,  and  blessed  it,  and  broke  it,  and  gave 
to  His  disciples,  and  said,  "Take  eat;  this-  is  my  body 
— Luke  adds,  "which  is  given  for  you;  this  do  in  remem- 
brance of  me").  And  he  took  the  cup,  and  gave  thanks, 
and  gave  it  to  them,  saying,  "Drink  ye  all  of  it:  for 
this  is  my  blood  of  the  new  testament  (covenant),  which 
is  shed  for  many  for  the  remission  of  sins"  (Matt.  26: 
26-28).  Paul  adds,  "Thus  ye  show  forth  the  Lord's  death 
till  he  comes."  Jesus  spoke  with  authority.  They  asked 
no  questions  and  did  as  commanded,  though  they  could 
not  understand.  Thus  He  established  a  memorial  in  His 
own  behalf  and  instituted  a  sacred  ordinance  through 
which    His  followers  would  be  vitally  united  with  Him. 

Paul  calls  this  ordinance  the  "Communion"  (1  Cor. 
10:16),  which  means  union-with.  This  is  the  most  suit- 
able and  the  only  scriptural  name  for  it.  It  is  sometimes 
called  "Eucharist,"  which  means  thanksgiving  or  bless- 
ing and  may  have  been  suggested  by  Matt.  26:26,  27 
or  1  Cor.  10:16.  It  is  often  erroneously  called,  "The  Lord's 
Supper,"  which  is  a  term  used  only  once  in  the  Bible  (1 
Cor.  11:20),  where  it  is  applied  to  the  full  meal,  includ- 
ing the  Communion,  elsewhere  called  the  'Lovcfeast"  (2 
Peter  2:1.3  and  Jude  12'.  The  Communion  is  an  ordinance 
with  which  the  Lord's  Supper  is  concluded.  A  small  wafer 
of  bread  and  a  sip  of  grape  juice  can  not  be  a  supper. 

Jesu.s  said,  "This  do  in  remembrance  of  me."  Paul 
says,  "Thus  ye  show  forth  the  Lord's  death  till  He  come." 
What  a  wonderful  memorial  I  We  have  many  memorials, 
commemorating  various  events,  achievements  and  people, 
but  we  have  none  that  we  celebrate  with  more  solemnity, 
deeper  devotion  and  greater  significance.  The  Commun- 
ioin  commemorates  the  greatest  achievement  of  all  time 
and  of  the  universe,  the  atonement  for  and  the  remission 
of  the  sins  of  mankind.   It  commemorates  not  only  the 


THE   BRETHREN   EVANGELIS 


ion  Service  T( 

Part  Two 


Rev.  H.  M.  Oberholtzer 


death  of  Christ,  but  it  commemorates  Him,  the  Son  < 
man  and  the  Son  'of  God.  It  commemorates  His  sinles 
ness.  His  omnipotence.  His  infinite  love  and  all  the  a 
tributes  belonging  to  Him. 

But  the  Communion  is  more  than  a  memorial.  Of  tl 
b^read,  Jesus  aaid,  'This  is  imy  |bodiy^"  and  of  the  cup  K 
30id,  '*This  is  my  blood."  This  is  a  wonderful  claim.  '. 
causes  us  to  think  soberly.  Evidently  He  spoke  metapho: 
ically,  as  He  did  at  some  other  times,  particulai-ly  as 
is  recorded  in  the  tenth  chapter  of  John  that  He  sail 
"I  am  the  door  of  the  sheep."  In  either  case  the  met; 
phor  has  a  deep  meaning.  The  same  thought  is  expressc 
in  the  sixth  chapter  of  John,  where  it  is  recorded  th; 
Jesus  said,  that  He  was  the  true  bread  from  heaven  th; 
had  been  typified  by  the  manna  upon  which  the  Israe 
ites  subsisted  as  they  journeyed  through  the  wilde; 
ness.  Those  Israelites  all  died,  but  Jesus  said,  "I  ai 
the  living  bread  which  came  down  from  heaven:  if  an 
man;  eat  of  this  bread,  he  will  live  forever;  and  tl" 
bread  that  I  will  give,  is  my  flesh,  which  I  will  give  fc 
the  life  of  the  world"   (John  6:51). 

Again  He  said,  "Verily,  verily  I  say  unto  you,  Excep 
ye  eat  of  the  flesh  of  the  Son  of  Man,  and  drink  h 
blood,  ye  have  no  life  in  you."  The  Jews  were  perplexe 
and  scoffingly  said,  "How  can  this  man  give  us  his  fles 
to  eat?"  Let  unbelievers  scoff  if  they  will,  but  believei 
d,are  not.  We  knpwf  that  Hie  is  true,  even  if  we  do  not  ui 
derstand.  Let  us  pray  for  a  better  understandng.  The  be'; 
ter  we  understand,  the  more  benefit  we  will  receive.  As 
and  ye  shall  receive,  seek  and  ye  shall  find,  knock  an 
it  shall  be  opened  unto  you."  We  must  receive  Jesus  b 
faith.  "He  that  believeth  on  the  Sbn  hath  everlasting  lift 
and  he  that  believeth  not  on  the  Son  shall  not  see  life. 
Jesuse  said  to  Philip,  "He  that  hath  seen  me  hath  see 
the  Father."  And  again,  "I  am  in  the  Father  and  th 
Father  in  me."  Such  intimacy  we  must  have  with  Chris 
so  that  people  may  be  able  to  see  Christ  in  us.  Wher 
in  the  Communion  service,  we  partake  of  the  bread  an 
the  cup,  we  should,  by  faith,  so  fully  receive  Christ  int 
our  being  that  He  may  abide  in  us  and  we  in  Him,  tha 
His  spirit,  love,  will  and  purpose  may  permeate  our  bf 
ing  and  become  our  spirit,  love,  will  and  purpose,  an 
we  become  true,  living  and  fruitful  branches  of  the  tru 
vine,  even  Christ. 

The  word  "communion"  means  union  with,  resultin 
in  a  sameness.  Paul  says  that  it  is  a  union  with  the  bod 
and  a  union  with  the  blood.  In  3  very  real  sense  and  ir 
timate  manner  the  believer  is  united  with  Christ  an 
is  given  eternal  life.  It  is  the  closest  possible  union  wit 
Christ,  like  the  union  of  Christ  the  Father.  This  seem 
to  be  the  purpose  of  the  ordinance.  Christ  must  be  r< 
ceived  and  assimilated  into  our  beings  as  food  is  assin: 


LNUARY  3,  1953  | 

ltd  into  our  bodies  and  beqomes  flesh,  bone,  blood, 
irves,  etc.  This  may  be  done  not  only  at  Communion, 
,t  at  other  times,  perhaps,  through  prayer,  meditation 
id  otherwise.  However  it  is  purposed  that  the  Commun- 
n  should  effect  such  intimate  relationship  with  Chii.st, 
he  author  and  finisher  of  our  faith"   (Hc.b.  12:2).  That 

why  it  is  necessary  that  the  communicant  discern  the 
jrd'iS  body  as  he  partakes  of  the  bread  and  the  cup  (1 
)r.  11:29).  Can  we  say,  with  Paul,  "I  am  crucified  with 
irist;   nevertheless   I   live;   yet  not   I,   but  Christ  livi  th 

me;  and  the  life  which  I  now  live  in  the  flesh  I  live 
'  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me,  and  gave 
mself  for  me."    (G.al,  2:20). 

This  is  my  bloiod  of  the  new  covenant,"  said  Jesus. 
nder  the  Mosaic  covenant  the  priests  made  atonement 

Iit-one-ment)  for  their  own  sins  and  the  sins  of  the 
!ople  by  the  shedding  and  the  application  of  the  blood 
sacrificial  animals,  which  were  the  type  of  Christ. 
lul  said,  "It  is  impossible  that  the  blood  of  bulls  and 
)ats  should  take  away  sins"  (Heb.  10:4).  Only  the  blood 
Jesus  Christ  is  capable  of  taking  away  isins,  of  which 
e  former  sacrifices  were  but  types.  It  was  because  He 
as  to  save  His  people  from  their  sins  that  He  was 
imed  "Jesus."  Now  the  great  purpose  for  wliich  He 
ime  into  the  woi-ld  was  about  to  be  fulfilled.  No  one 
m  estimate  or  even  imagine  the  enoiTnity  of  the  task 
e  was  about  to  perform.  It  meant  the  forgiveness  of 
e  sins  of  those  for  whom  priestly  atonement  had  been 
ade,  who  beliteved  in  the  Messiah  to  come;  and  for  all 
ho  through  faith  in  Christ's  blood  would  trust  Him  for 
ilvation  (Rom.  3:25,  26). 

Jesus  said,  of  the  cup,  "This  is  my  blood  of  the  new 
)venant  which  is  poured  out  for  the  remission  (forgive- 
Bss)  of  sins"  (Matt.  26:26-28).  "Without  the  shedding 
I  blood  there  is  no  remission"  (Heb.  9:22).  Not  that 
le  blood  of  bulls  and  goats  could  take  away  sins,  but 
lat  the  sacrificial  blood  typified  the  blood  of  Christ, 
hich  is  the  only  blood  that  can  take  away  sins.  That 
;  why  Peter  said,  "There  is  none  other  name  under 
e^ven  given  among  men  whereby  we  must  be  saved" 
A.cts  4:12).  The  only  begotten  Son  of  God,  sinless  and 
erfect,  was  the  only  suitable  and  sufficient  sacrifice  for 
n.  For  that  reason  the  Paschal  lamb,  the  type  of  Christ, 
ad  to  be  a  lamb  without  blemish.  That  is  why  salva- 
on  is  only  through  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  This  new  cove- 
ant  is  the  final  covenant,  sealed  in  the  precious  blood 
f  Christ,  the  Lamb  of  God,  and  ratified  by  the  faith, 
:ceptance  and  obedience  of  the  believers.  Every  Com- 
lunion,  in' both  the  bread  and  the  cup  is  a  renewal  of  that 
)venant.  Accoi-ding  to  Paul,  Jesus  said,  "This  is  my  body 
hich  is  broken  for  you,"  which  gives  the  bread  similar 
lace  with  the  cup.  Each  symbolizes  the  death  of  Christ, 
^e  can  never  fully  evaluate  what  the  new  covenant  has 
jcomplished  for  the  believer  in  Christ.  Read  and  medi- 
ite  upon  Heb.  2:9-14  and  chapters  8,  9  and  10. 

The  Communion  is  so  sacred  and  of  such  profound  sig- 
ficance  that  it  must  not  be  carelessly  or  thoughtlessly 
)served.  It  must  be  considei-ed  with  deep  reverence  and 
irticipated  in  with  an  understanding  of  its  purpose, 
he  crucified  body  of  our  Lord  must  be  recognized  and 
jpreciated;  also  the  blood  of  our  Lord  poured  out  for 
ir  forgiveness.  The  new  covenant  must  be  ratified  by 
.11  confession  of  sins  and  due  repentance;  by  full  sub- 
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mission   of  our  will  to  the  will  of  Christ;  and  by  ple'l^- 
ing   obedience   to    His  commands. 

The  apostle  Paul  reproved  the  Corinthian  brethren  for 
their  disorder  and  inconsi-stencies  at  their  Lord's  Supper 
or  Lovefoast,  which  evidently  had  carried  over  into  their 
Commnunion  and  interfered  with  its  proper  oLservance. 
He  declared  that  the  Communion  properly  observed, 
"Shows  forth  the  Lord's  Death  till  He  conies."  and  that 
to  eat  the  bread  and  di-ink  the  cup  without  discerning  the 
Lord's  body  is  to  eat  and  drink  unworthily  and  to  bring 
upon  one's  soul  the  guilt  of  crucifying  the  Lord  ("guilty 
of  the  body  and  blood  of  the  Lord,")  and  the  consequent 
cond(Cmnation.  Therefore,  the  Communion  must  not  be 
observed  carelessly.  It  is  not  a  mere  foiTnality.  He  urged 
that  everyone  "examine  himself."  This  does  not  mean 
that  anyone  should  be  excluded  from  the  table,  unless  he 
refuses  to  participate  with  proper  discernment,  and  then 
his  exclusion  should  be  voluntary.  Paul  further  declares 
that  because  ^ome  had  failed  to  discern  the  Lord's  body 
they  have  become  "weak  and  sickly  and  many  had  died." 
This  was  not  said  to  keep  anyone  from  the  table  who 
would  observe  the  communion  properly,  but  to  warn 
against  improprieties.  Some  have  stumbled  over  Paul's 
reproof  of  the  Corinthians  and  have  claimed  to  be  unfit 
to    commune.    True    repentance    will    set    anyone    right. 

Unvvari'anted  absence  of  one  who  has  covenanted  to 
serve  the  Lord  is  serious  sin  and  will  also  make  him 
g'uilty  of  the  crucifixion  of  Christ,  and  in  danger  of  se- 
rious consequences.  Paul's  instruction  is  that,  after  due 
self-examination,  each  one  should  participate.  "Let  him 
eat  and  drink,"  he  says.  On  the  other  hand,  is  it  not  rea- 
sonable to  conclude  that,  if  evil  consequences  result  from 
careless  and  improper  participation,  good  will  result  from 
thoughtful  and  discerning  participation,  even  the  strength- 
ening and  healing  of  both  body  and  soul  and  perhaps 
prolonged  life? 

This  ai'ticle  is  already  too  long,  but  let  us  yet  con- 
sider further,  if  only  briefly,  the  Lord's  Supper,  or  Love 
Feast,  of  which  the  Feet-washing  and  the  Communion 
were  originally  a  part,  and  from  which  they  never  should 
have  been  separated.  They  seem  so  stiitably  to  belong  to- 
gether, as  they  evidently  were  observed  during  at  least 
the  first  three  or  four  hundrd  years  of  the  Christian  era. 
Alexander  Mack  and  other  co-founders  of  the  Brethren 
Church  in  1708.  so  decided  when  they  attempted  to  restore 
full  obedience  to  all  the  commandments  of  the  New  Tes- 
tament scriptures  and  full  submission  to  the  whole  will 
of  God.  They  were  not  fanatics  nor  cranky,  but  sincere 
lovers  of  and  seekers  after  trath.  Disregarding  common 
customs  and  the  creeds  of  men,  they  searched  diligently 
the  Holy  Scriptures.  From  their  findings  we  have  made 
but  little  departure. 

First,  let  it  be  distinctly  understood  that  the  Last  Sup- 
per was  not  the  Passover,  though  it  set  the  pattern  for 
the  observance  of  the  Lord's  Supper  or  Love  Feast.  The 
Brethren  resent  the  inference  that  they  eat  the  Jewish 
Passover.  The  Last  Supper  was  in  no  way  related  to  the 
Passiover  and  in  no  manner  similar.  It  was  just  an  or- 
dinary supper,^  at  least  it  seemed  so  to  the  apostles.  How- 
ever, it  turned  out  to  be  most  extraordinary,  as  Jesus 
intended  it  t'o  be.  The  Feetwashing  and  the  Commvuiion 
were  each  a  surprise  to  the  apostles,  and  changed  the 
nature   of  the   supper  from   that   of  an  ordinai-y  supper 


PAGE  SIX 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


to  ttiat  of  a  divine  oixlinaiu'e.  as  by  the  iuspii-ation  and 
leadei-ship  of  the  Holy  Spirit  it  was  afterwards  consid- 
ered and  adopted. 

Tho  Lonl's  Supper  was  so  called  because  it  was  in- 
stituted by  the  Lord,  as  the  Lord's  prayer  is  not  con- 
sidered a  prayer  that  the  Lord  prayed,  but  a  prayer  that 
the  Lord  taught  his  disciples  to  pi-ay.  The  supper  is  also 
called  the  Lord's  Supper  because  of  the  presence  of  the 
Loi-d  at  the  supper,  particularly  indicated  by  the  bread 
and  the  cup  of  the  Communion.  It  was  called  the  Love 
Fe;ist  because  of  the  abundant  and  never  failing  love  of 
Jesus  and  the  brotherly  love  that  flowed  so  freely  from 
heart  to  heart  as  they  ate  together. 

The  "bi-eaking  of  bread"  and  eatLng  together  seems 
always  to  have  been  considered  a  symbol  and  a  pledge 
of  love  and'  friendship,  even  in  Old  Testament  times.  In 
Acts  2:42  we  read  that  after  that  wonderful  Pentecost 
the  disciples  "continued  steadfastly  in  the  apostles  doc- 
trine and  fellowship,  and  in  the  breaking  of  bread  and 
prayers."  The  "apostles'  doctrine"  was  the  doctrine  they 
received  from  Jesus  and  was  called  to  their  remembrance 
by  the  Holy  Spirit,  which  made  it  authentic.  In  the  46th 
vei-se  we  read,  "They  continued  daily  with  one  accord  in 
the  temple,  and  breaking  bread  from  house  to  house." 
By  some  it  has  been  considered  that  the  "breaking  of 
bi-ead"  referred  to  the  Love  Feast,  since  they  did  it  from 
house  to  house.  Such  a  feast  perhaps  w(ould  not  be  per- 
mitted in  the  temple  and  some  had  large  homes  as  did 
Mary    the    mother    of   John    Mark    (Acts    12:12). 

About  twenty-five  years  later,  when  Paul  came  to  Troas, 
we  read  in  Acts  20:7,  "Upon  the  first  day  of  the  week, 
when  the  disciples  came  together  to  break  bread,  Paul 
preached  unto  them."  Of  course  this  was  an  evening  ser- 
vice, for  Paul  preached  until  midnight,  and  the  Love 
Feast  was  always  an  evening  service.  Therefore,  we  con- 
clude that  by  that  time  the  Love  Feast  was  regularly 
observed  on  the  first  day  of  the  week  and  that  it  was 
their  usual  weekly  day  of  worship  because  it  was  the 
day  of  the  Lord's  resurrection.  Probably  as  the  number 
of  disciples  increased  it  became  inconvenient  to  observe 
the  feast  daily  as  they  did  at  first.  Jesus  had  not  des- 
ignated any  particular  time  nor  interval  of  time,  but 
simply  required  that  when  they  observed  it  they  do  so 
in  remembrance  of  Him    (Acts  11:25). 

We  almost  mai-vel  at  the  steadfastness  and  zeal  of  the 
apostles  and  early  Christians.  Their  trials  were  many; 
their  persecutions  severe,  and  their  enemies  relentless. 
But  their  faith  was  strong  and  their  obedience  to  the 
Lord  and  to  the  Holy  Spirit  were  unwavering.  To  the 
threats  of  their  accusers  they  replied,  "We  cannot  but 
speak  the  things  which  we  have  .seen  and  heard.  They 
were  fired  with  holy  zeal,  fidelity  to  Christ  and  love  for 
one  another.  Doubtless  their  Love  Feasts  had  much  to 
do  with   their  unity  and  loyalty. 

In  conclusion  therefore,  we  would  say  that  the  Love 
Feast,  or  Lord's  Supper,  in  its  entirety,  is  very  rich  in 
.spiritual  value  to  all  who  participate  in  sincere  faith  and 
with  understanding.  The  Feetwashing  service  will  enrich 
one's  .soul  with  the  spirit  of  obedience  to  the  Master's 
example  and  commands,  which  will  find  many  opportuni- 
ties for  expression  in  daily  life;  spiritual  cleansing,  so 
vividly  symbolized,  will  he  f;ffe<';ted  through  repentance 
and    prepare   the    heart   for   true   worship    and    effective 


Christian  living;  Also  the  spirit  of  humility,  so  essen- 
tial to  Christian  character,  and  the  spirit  of  service  ,  so 
much  needed  everywhere,  are  engendered  and  developed. 
In  the  eating  of  the  Supper  the  ties  of  brotherly  love 
are  strengthened.  If  there  have  been  differencs  and  dis- 
agreements, they  have  been  settled.  If  there  have  been 
offenses,  they  have  been  forgiven.  If  love  has  grown  cold, 
it  has  been  warmed.  Our  relations  as  children  of  God  and 
as  brethren  and  sisters  in  Christ  have  been  more  firmly 
established.  And,  here  again,  as  well  as  in  the  Feetwash- 
ing, we  have  had  opportunity  for  self-examination,  which 
Paul  suggested  as  preparation  for  the  Communion.  Final- 
ly, in  the  concluding  sei'vice  of  the  Communion  we  re- 
member Christ  our  Saviour  and  partake  of  His  body  and 
His  blood  and  by  faith  claim  Him  and  appropriate  Him 
so  that  He  abides  in  our  beings  and  we  abide  in  Him. 
We  accept  the  new  covenant,  sealed  in  His  blood.  We  ac- 
cept His  forgiveness  and  rejoice  in  the  hope  of  eternal 
life."  If  ye  know  these  things,  happy  are  ye  if  ye  do 
them." 

H.  M.   Oberholtzer,  2661  Garland  Ave., 

Cincinnati  9,  Ohio. 


That  Old  Picture  Brings 
Another  letter 


December   2,    1952 


Dear  Brother  Vanator: 


In  answer  to  the  question  on  front  page  of  Evangelist 
November  15th,  "How  many  can  you  name  in  the  pic- 
ture?" would  say,  I  am  one  of  the  old  members  of  the 
Brethren  Church  who  personally  knew  ALL  of  the  group. 
Having  joined  the  10th  and  Dauphin  Street  Brethren 
Church,  Philadelphia,  the  second  Sunday  of  November 
1892. 

Rev.  John  Rittgers  baptized  me,  with  practically  all 
of  the  folks  present.  Soon  after  that  time.  Rev.  I.  D. 
Bowman  was  called  to  preach,  in  vv^iose  Choir  I  sang  for 
nine  years.  Jacob  Cassel  was  my  Sunday  School  teacher. 
The  folks  in  the  group,  in  my  estimation  were — founda- 
tion— backbone,  and  head  of  the  church.  In  1901  brought 
my  letter  to  Johnstown  1st;  two  years  later  transferred 
letter  with  my  husband's  to  Johnstown  2nd  where  I  have 
woiked  in  His  sei"vice  ever  since. 

Sony  to  have  taken  up  so  much  of  your  time,  but  have 
been  so  wonderfully  blest  in  the  years  of  service  for  the 
Master,  I   could  go  on  and  on. 

Respectfully  and  sincerely, 

Mrs.  Griffith  Haskins. 


•^~i-+-I"I«»M~I*^-j~5*^~i~i~l"i" 


The  devil  will  lose  no  sleep  over  the  preacher  who  aims 
at   rhetoiical  flights   rather  than  gospel   truths. 

The  serene  beauty  of  a  holy  life  is  the  most  powerful 
influence  in  the  world. 

Obedience   brings  God's  blessing. 


JANUARY  3,  1953 
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WORK  CAMPS  OFFERED  AGAIN  BY  THE  CHURCH 
OF  THE  BRETHREN 

Your  chance  to  put  your  Christian  faith  to  work 

1.  Participate  in  the  three  week  work  camp  tour,  visit- 
ing Brethren  Service  projects,  places  of  contemporary 
and  historical  interest,  visiting  peace  leaders  and  youth 
groups,  spending  occasional  nights  in  homes  of  p]uropLan 
families.  An  educational  director  will  assist  the  tour  di- 
rector in  interpreting  the  educational  phase  of  the  pro- 
gram. The  tour  is  not  required  and  any  who  desires  can 
make  arrangenvelnts  to  attend  work  camp  only.  However, 
the  tour  will  sei've  as'  a  valuable  introduction  to  Europe 
and  will  help  the  camper  to  utilize  his  time  and  money 
in   the  best  possible   manner. 

2.  Spend  five  we|e*ks  in  a  work  camp  in  Europe,  working 
ing  hard,  living  with  young  people  of  other  nations, 
worshiping,  playing,  sharing  and  being  a  good  friend. 

The  summer  activities  will  begin  abotit  the  middle  of 
June  and  all  campers  will  be  back  in  the  states  by  the 
end  of  August.   Travel  will  be   by   ship. 

Tentative  Camps 

GeiTtiany — Two  or  three  camps  chosen  from  the  follow- 
ing: 

1.  Repelen — (By  Holland  border)  recommended  by  Pas- 
tor Pabst.  Building  youth  home  in  overgrown  mining 
community.  Great  need  to  create  human  understanding. 

2.  Kassel  Neighboi'hood  House — Complete  erection  of 
Brethren  center. 

3.  Ingolstadt — Bavaria — Build  refugee  homes.  Excell- 
lent  contact  with  refugees. 

4.  Homberg — Krs.  Alsfeld — .Building  youth  home  for 
east  zone  boys  studying  agriculture. 

5.  Sambostel  bei  Bremen — Transient  Camp  for  boys 
from  east  zone. 

Austria — Two   camps,  refugee   situation 
Italy — One  camp,  Carrara  Children's  Home 
Greece — One    camp,   work   with    agricultural    communi- 
ties in  Northern   Greek  villages. 

Peace  Institute — Located  in  some  international  city  of 
Europe.  Director  from  the  States  with  outstanding  Euro- 
pean leaders  invited  to  participate.  This  institute  is  con- 
ducted at  the  same  time  as  the  work  camps  and  for  the 


same  length  of  time.  The  physical  situation  of  the  camps 
is  the  same  ,as  the  other  camps,  with  an  emphasis  on 
the  study  of  some  current  theme,  with  a  minor  work  p:o- 
ject. 


CHOOSE  THiE  CAMP  YOU  WOULD  LIKE  TO  ATTEND 

Cost:  Total  summer  cost  approximately  $700-$800,  de- 
pending upon  whether  or  not  you  include  the  tour.  This 
includes  transportation  New  York  to  Europe  and  i  eturn, 
tour  fee  (tour  officially  starts  on  arrival  in  Europe  and 
ends  in  time  to  allow  campers  to  proceed  to  various 
camps  ,  maintenance  in  camp  of  $1.00  per  day,  passport, 
medical  fees,  etc.  Total  costs  for  each  camper  -sxill  vary 
according  to  distance  from  home  to  New  York,  souvenirs, 
additional  travel  in  Europe  and  personal  tastes. 

Who  Goes:  Anyone  over  18,  in  good  health,  not  afraid 
of  hard  work  and  with  a  sincere  desire  to  serve  is  elig^i- 
ble.  Knowledge  of  a  foreign  language  is  recommended 
though  not  required.  All  denominations  are  welcome.  Final 
selection  of  campers  is  made  after  a  study  of  application 
and  references. 

Write  today  to:  Brethren  Sei^ice  Commission,  22  S. 
State  Street,  Elgin,  Illinois. 

(This  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  sent  to  Missionary  Board 
office  at  Ashland.  Miss  Dorothy  Carpenter  of  Ashland, 
Ohio,  responded  to  a  similar  offer  made  last  year.  She 
took  part  in  a  tour  of  Europe  this  past  summer  (1952) 
and  helped  in  a  work  camp  in  Germany). 

DO  BRETHREN  PEOPLE  PRACTICE  STEWARDSHIP? 

In  I  Peter  4:10,  Peter  calls  us  the  agents  of  "the  man- 
ifold Grace  of  God,"  with  its  many  diffei-ent  fomis  and 
characters.  We  are  not  merely  on  the  receiNing  end.  Life 
is  not  merely  given  to  us  to  hoai-d.  I  am  speaking  about 
all  those  things  for  which  you  have  again  and  ag^in 
thanked  God.  Has  God  comforted  you  in  some  gi^eat  sor- 
row? Then  you  should  comfort  othere  who  sorrow.  Have 
you  received  strength,  so  that  you  faced  the  future  un- 
afraid? Then  share  your  courage  with  othei-s.  Speak  the 
cheering  word;  reach  out  the  helping  hand  to  some  other 
in  his  distress. 

MONEY  IS  THE  ACID  TEST.  Many  Brethren  people 
(Continued  on  page  11) 
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\\^/7/    )  OH   13e  Gounted? 

W.  St  Clair  Benshoff 

IN  LEAVING  A  FINE  PASTORATE  and  coming  to 
Asliland  to  assume  the  editorship  of  our  Brethren 
Publications,  we  liav-e  done  so  at  the  request  of  the 
Publication  Board.  When  approached  by  the  Board  at 
General  Conference  time,  we  at  once  made  it  a  matter 
of  prayer  that  our  decision  might  ho  in  the  will  of  the 
Lord,  for  it  is  He  whom  we  want  to  serve  and  please, 
wherever  He  leads. 

Ill  accepting  this  position,  we  feel  that  we  are  in 
the  will  cf  the  Lord,  and  humbly  seek  His  help.  His 
strength  and  His  leading  in  this  ministry  of  the  printed 
word.  We  covet  the  prayers  and  the  cooperation  of  each 
minister  and  lay  person  in  the  Church  for  a  continued, 
effective  ministiy  of  our  Brethren  literature. 

W«3  have  further  accepted  because  we  believe,  with 
all  our  heart,  in  the  power  of  the  printed  page  and  in 
the  future  of  our  Brethren  publications.  The  Brethren 
Publishing  Company  serves  every  interest  of  the  De- 
nomination. At  a  reduced  rate  it  pi-ints  The  Brethren 
Erang-elist,  The  Woman's  Outlook,  The  Brethren  Youth 
Magazine,  Ashland  Collegs  publications,  Sunday  School 
Quarterlies,  etc.  To  take  these  many  publications  to  an 
outside,  commercial  pi'inter  would  almost  double  their 
cost  to  you.  The  pages  of  The  Bmthren  Evmigelwt 
are  open  to  all  of  the  interests  of  the  Denomination 
at  any  time. 

In  taking  this  position  we  do  so  in  the  faith 
that  the  Brethren  Church  will  continue  to  support 
the  Company.  Without  youi*  help,  the  Company 
cannot  continue  to  print  Brethren  literature  at  be- 
low cost  prices.  Without  this  service  to  the  Church, 
the  work  of  the  Chuitch,  the  various  Boards,  the 
local  Church'SS,  .and  you,  will  suffer  irreparable  loss. 

Thi-ough  our  literature  we  bring  you  the  very 
best  of  Brethren  thinking,  study,  and  spiritual  help. 
Through  The  Brethren  Evangelist  we  keep  you  in- 
formed of  plans,  results,  news,  methods,  and  devo- 
tional and  theological  thoughts  of  the  Church. 

In  coming  to  this  office  in  this  capacity,  we 
have  done  so,  finally,  because  we  have  faith  in  you ! 
We  believe  that  you  are  interested  in  building  an 
even  bigger  and  better  Brethren  Denomination.  We 
believe  that  you  I'eally  want  to  see  the  Brethren 
Church  become  an  even  greater  witness  for  our 
Chri.st  and  His  saving  gospel  message. 

In  this,  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company 
.stands  as  the  central  agency,  giving  information, 
uniting  action,  providing  vision.  Thes<i  things,  al- 
though coming  from  the  othei-  Boards  of  the  Church, 


are  broadcast  to  you  through  our  work.  The  Bretl 
ren  Church  dare  never  permit  her  Publishing  Cor 
pany  to  suffer  loss,  or  go  begging  for  any  need^l 
thing.  To  permit  this  printed  page  to  be  curtaild 
would  mean  to  face  a  "dark  ages"  in  our  Churcl 
The  lack  of  knowledge  in  the  hands  of  our  peopj 
would  mean  Denominational  suicide.  Without  t\ 
work  of  the  Publishing  Company,  you  would  ha^ 
little  way  of  knowing  what  the  College,  the  Sunda, 
School  Association,  the  Mission  Board,  the  Youi' 
Board,  the  W.  M.  S.,  the  Sisterhood,  the  Brothe 
hood,  etc.,  were  doing,  or  what  they  wanted  you  1 
do.  Soon  we  would  disintegrate  into  an  unorganizt 
group  of  weakened,  local  churches. 

WHAT  ARE  WE  ASKING  OF  YOU? 

Several  things. 

1.  FIRST  OF  ALL :  A  100%  COOPERATIV 
ACTION  OF  EVERY  PASTOR  AND  CHURC. 
MEMBER.  Thie  Company  is  doing  a  better  ths 
average  job  of  turning  out  our  Brethren  literatui 
on  a  very  limited  budget.  The  interests  of  the  Bretl 
ren  Church — your  interests — are  in  the  heart  ( 
every  employee  of  the  firm,  and  of  every  Public; 
tion  Board  member.  Since  we  began  our  work  hei 
(Continued  on  page  10) 
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more   We 
Look  To 


The  Future 


Fred  C.  Uanatot 


FOR  THE  PAST  TWELVE  YEARS  we  have 
been  calling'  your  attention  to  the  needs  of  Our 
Publishing  Interests.  In  theSe  twelve  years 
many  great  advances  have  been  made.  From  a 
building  which  was  at  one  time  owned  by  The 
Brethren  Church,  but  which  had  been  sold  to  cover 
deficits,  and  which  at  the  beginning  of  our  twelve 
years  was  rented  back  to  us  at  the  rate  of  $720.00 
per  year;  with  equipment  consisting  of  a  quantity 
of  outmoded  type,  two  old  hand-fed,  unwieldy 
presses  (one  of  which  could  not  be  used  to  an  ad- 
vantage) ;  an  old  hand-fed  job  press,  and  old  type 
paper  trimmer,  a  hand  addressing  equipment,  three 
different  hand-fed  folders  of  ancient  vintage,  two 
Intertype'  line  casting  machines,  upon  which  repair 
had  constantly  to  be  made — we  began  a  course 
which  has  taken  us  over  some  rough  roads,  but 
which  has  ultimately  led  us  to  what  we  trust  will 
be  smoother  "riding"  in  the  future.  It  has  been 
like  leaving  a  rough,  rutted    lane    and   finally    ap- 


proaching a  great  super  highway,  pj'ogre.ssing  over  I^Xit- 
ter  and  better  roads  each  time  we  left  on<e  point  of  de- 
parture to  press  on  to  another. 

The  journey  has  been  like  climbing  a  great  hill,  en- 
countering many  obstacles,  charting  new  courses  of  pro- 
cedure, advancing  undei-  clouds  and  sunshine,  always 
looking  toward  the  pinncw::le,  knowing  that  the  view  at 
the  top  will  be  well  worth  the  effort.  And  we  are  near- 
ing  the  end  of  that  climb,  for  we  have  nearly  reached 
the  goal  toward  which  we  have  been  stnving  these  past 
years — the  ultimate  modernization  of  the  printing  plant 
of  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company.  For  with  the 
installation  of  the  new  Intertype  line  casting  machine, 
w^hich  has  been  purchased,  we  have  come  to  the  place 
where  we  can  very  nearly  write  "Mission  Acomplished." 
To  use  military  teiTns  we  could  say  that  only  the  "clean- 
ing up"  processes  will  then  be  in  order,  or  the  taking 
care  of  just  one  more  important  need,  which  is  that  of 
turning  in  the  Kluge  automatic  job  press  on  a  Vertical 
cylinder  job  press  for  more  speed  and  versatility,  a  mat- 
tar  whiich  can  easily  be  managed  through  the  re^lar 
channels  of  the  plant. 

Now  in  order  to  look  to  the  future  and  see  it  in  its 
great  prospective  and  the  picture  we  wish  to  paint,  it  is 
only  proper  that  we  take  a  rather  hasty  glance  at  the 
past,  for  we  do  not  wish  to  be  like  the  Irishman  who 
fell  from  the  fifth  floor  scaffold,  landed  in  the  wheel- 
barrow filled  with  mortar  and  in  the  fall  did  not  hurt 
himself  at  all,  but  then,  wheii  he  stood  up  in  the 
barrow  to  to  see  how  far  he  had  fallen,  he  tipped 
it  over  and  in  the  fall  from  it  broke  his  back.  In 
other  words  we  sureh^  do  not  want  to  be  so  self- 
satisfied  with  what  we  have  already  accomplished 
over  these  few  past  years  that  we  will  willingly  tip 
over  the  vehicle  and  undo  all  that  has  been  thus 
accomplished.  For  by  the  fine  cooperation  of  the 
churches  and  individuals  ov-er  the  Brotherhood,  ad- 
vances almost  unthought  of  at  the  beginning  of  the 
building  program,  twelve  short  years  ago,  hav-e  been 
made.  From  practically  nothing  we  have  now  in  our 
possession  a  plant  and  its  equipment  which  could 
not  be  replaced  for  $125,000.00.  And  it  is  practically 
free  from  debt  to  the  moment  of  this  writing — 
only  about  $2,000.00  yet  owing  on  the  building. 

BUT  wait:  Do  not  sit  back  and  say.  "Well 
now  we  can  let  down,"  for  this  is  not  so. 

Perhaps  (and  we  ai-e  hopeful  that  the  perhaps 
may  be  a  reality  even  before  you  re^^d  this)  the  new 
"Intertype"  may  be  in  operation  in  our  plant.  This 
means  that  the  Publishing  Company  is  taking-  on 
another  obligation  because  of  necessity.  That  is 
why  we  are  being  insistent  on  your  continued  giv- 
ing of  tlie  annual  §5,000.00  Publication  Day  Offer- 


ing. 


This  is  vital    and    necessary,    especially    tliis 
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year,  when  the  "down  payment"  on  tlie  Intertype  has 
caused  us  to  go  down  deep  into  reserve  funds. 

In  taking  on  this  new  obligation  every  effort  will  be 
made  to  conserve  funds,  but  higrh  paper  prices,  increased 
laKir  Civets,  coupled  with  a  desire  to  keep  the  cost  of 
Brethi-en  Publications  to  a  minimum,  means  that  should 
you  fail  in  your  offering  this  year  especially,  you  will 
be  causing  the  work  to  suffer  in  a  way  you  do  not  re- 
alize. 

We  know  that  thei-e  is  a  great  need  in  Missionary  en- 
deavor which  costs  money;  we  also  know  that  the  drive 
for  College  funds  is  vital  to  that  institution — BUT  when 
your  Publishing  House  is  forced  to  retrench  in  any  way. 
It  reflects  on  all  the  other  institutions  and  interests  of 
the  church  at  large.  It  is  the  Publishing  Plant  that  is 
saving  dollars  for  all  these  interests  which  puts  forth 
their  propaganda  and  which  do  much  printing,  for  should 
they  be  compelled  to  go  on  the  open  mai-ket  and  meet 
the  commei-cial  prices  for  their  printing  needs,  they 
would  be  spending  untold  dollars  more  than  they  do  by 
having  their  needs  met  in  YOUR  Printing  Plant. 

May  we,  after  these  years  of  experience  here,  say  just 
this:  We  have  found  that  the  Publishing  Plant  is  the 
very  "hub"  around  which  revolves  the  wheel  of  the  re- 
mainder of  our  work.  It  is  through  its  work  that  the  de- 
nominational interests  are  kept  in  close  touch  with  each 
other;  through  the  columns  of  your  church  paper  go  forth 
the  pleas  and  the  reports  that  keep  the  churches  working 
toward  one  great  and  common  end.  Take  it  away  by  fail- 
ing to  support  it  adequately  and  you  have  taken  the 
vtry  heart  out  of  the  general  work. 

The  Publication  Day  Offering  must  be  continued  for 
some  time  to  come  if  The  Brethren  Evangelist  subscrip- 
tion price  is  to  remain  at  $1.50.  All  other  church  papers 
have  advanced  in  price — some  to  $2.00  and  still  others  to 
:J2.50  per  year.  The  Publication  Board  has  decided  that 
the  price  of  our  church  paper  should  remain  at  $1.50 
as  long  as  the  Publication  Offering  continues  at  the 
present  high  of  $5,000.00. 

As  a  noted  radio  and  television  commentator  always 
.says  when  he  comes  to  the  close  of  his  progi-am,  let  mo 
also  say,  "That's  the  stoiy  folks.  Glad  we  could  get  to- 
gether." So  as  we  close  our  task  behind  the  editor's  desk 
and  as  we  look  to  the  future,  we  do  so  with  anticipation 
and  with  assurance  that  as  the  church  has  not  so  far  let 
her  Publishing  Plant  down,  it  will  continue,  under  God, 
to  send  in  an  adequate  offering  that  the  work  may  pro- 
gre.ss  to  its  highest  degree  of  efficiency. 


Will  You  Be  Counted? 

(Continued  from  page  6) 

several  weeks  ago  we  have  learned  to  know  and  appre- 
ciate every  one  of  the  fine  employees  of  the  publishing 
plant.  We  can  truly  say  that  every  one  of  them  Ls  doing 
their  very  best  to  serve  your  printed  needs.  Your  Publi- 
cation Board  members  are  loyally  devote<l  to  their  work, 
often  devoting  hours  of  extra  work  to  the  welfare  of 
your  publication    interests. 

2.  WE  ASK  THAT  YOU  "GO  OVER  THE  TOI*"  in  the 
requested   $5,000.00   Pirblication   Day  offttring.  Last  year 


the  Church  gave  $5,100.00.  This  offering  helped  the 
Company  to  keep  its  feet  on  the  ground.  This  year,  it 
will  take  that  much  again,  and  moi'e — due  to  rising  costs 
of  materials,  etc.  With  this  annual  offering,  you  are  as- 
suring yourself  of  high  grade  Brethren  literature  at  "be- 
low cost"  prices.  If  your  church  is  on  a  budget,  or  if 
you  give  as  individuals,  please  consider  making  a  size- 
able increase  to  this  offering  over  what  you  gave  last 
year  We  encourage  non-givers  to  join  the  ranks  of  givers 
this   year. 

3.  INCREASE  YOUR  EVANGELIST  SUBSCRIPTION 
LIST.  This  must  constantly  be  a  work  that  you  can  do 
until  we  reach  that  possible  ideal  of  every  Brethren 
home  receiving  and  reading  The  Brethren  Evangelist. 
Also  use  Brethren  Sunday  School  Quarterlies,  and  leaf- 
lets. A  stronger,  more  united,  more  effective  Brethren 
Church  will  result  when  we  wrest  ourselves  from  "foreign" 
publications  and  use  our  own  Brethren  productions.  (A 
more  united  use  of  our  present  quarterlies  will  encour- 
age the  stepping  into  additional  departments  with  our 
Sunday   School   literature.) 

4.  PURCHASE  YOUR  BOOKS,  BIBLES,  CHURCH 
AND  PERSONAL  RELIGIOUS  NEEDS  THROUGH  OUR 
COMPANY.  You  caimot  buy  them  any  cheaper  elsewhere, 
and  by  ordering  through  our  Company,  we  will  realize 
a  profit  on  them  which  will  go  towards  paying  the  ex- 
pense of  printing  our  Church  literature. 

5.  HAVE  YOUR  JOB  WORK  DONE  BY  THIS  COM- 
PANY. Neat,  attractive  work  can  be  done  on  your  station- 
ery, programs,  meeting  announcements,  cards,  etc.  Coop- 
eration on  your  part  will  help  keep  our  job  presses  run- 
ning and  will  help  the  Company  financially. 

6.  PRAY.  All  else  is  folly  unless  we  abide  in  His  will. 
Christ  has  a  work  for  the  Brethren  Church  to  do  in 
spreading  His  Gospel  throughout  the  whole  world.  To 
do  this,  we  must  seek  His  guidance,  His  help.  Through 
prayer  we  can  win  gi-eat  victories  and  overcome  doubts, 
discouragements  and  troubles.  If  you  will  pray,  then  we 
can  be  assured  of  a  perfect  leadership  from  Him  in  our 
problems   and  our  needs. 

We  have  brought  you  these  six  avenues  of  help  so 
that  you  might  know.  The  price  you  pay  for  The  Breth- 
ren Eviangelist,  The  Outlook,  Sunday  School  Literature, 
etc.,  barely  covers  the  cost  of  the  paper  and  ink.  Labor, 
upkeep,  machinery  replacements,  etc.,  must  be  paid  out 
of  profits  on  job  work,  sale  lof  books,  Bibles,  etc.,  AND 
THE  ANNUAL   PUBLICATION   DAY   OFFERING! 

THROUGH  GOOD  MANAGEMENT,  the  Company  is 
doing  its  part,  and  we  are  confident  that  you  will  hold  up 
your  end.  Re-read  this  article — read  the  other  articles  this 
week — go  to  God  in  prayer,  asking  His  blessing  on  our 
work,  asking  Him  to  show  you  how  to  give  the  largest 
gift  to  The  .Brethren  Publishing  Company  you  have  ever 
given.  Doing  this,  you  will  be  giving  support  to  the  work 
of  spreading  Christ's  gospel  through  the  very  best  Breth- 
ren literature  at  the  lowest  possible  cost.  WE'RE  COUNT- 
ING ON  YOU!  WILL  YOU  BE  COUNTED? 


The  l>eliever's  chosen  ones  are  the  Blood,  the  Spirit,  and 
the  Word.  These  are  the  Christians'  "Three  Mighties." 

If   we    are   still    in    the   nursey   playing  with   toys,   let 
us  not  blame  the  pastor  for  keeping  us  on  a  liquid  diet. 
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SOUTHERN  INDIANA  DISTRICT  LAYMEN 

THE  SOUTHiERN  Indiana  District  Laymen  met  at  tho 
College  Corner  Brethren  Church  on  Monday  evening, 
November  17th  for  their  regular  quarterly  meeting. 

After  a  very  delicious  ham  supper,  served  by  the  ladies 
of  the  host  church,  we  assembled  for  our  evening  pro- 
gr,am.  Herman  Hood  acted  as  program  chairman  and 
gave  a  very  hearty  welcome.  Roy  Dean  led  us  in  singing- 
two  songs,  entitled,  "Pentecostal  Power"  and  "Stepping 
In  The  Light,"  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Ruth  Hullinger  at 
the  piano.  Walter  Fiant  led  us  in  our  evening  devotions, 
reading  from  M,atthew  5:1-16,  making  some  timely  re- 
marks and  leading  in  prayei'.  David  Downey  gave  us  a 
boy's  version  of  "Jonah  and  the  Whale,"  which  was 
greatly  appreciated   by   all. 

The  business  session  was  in  charge  of  our  retiring 
president,  Wayne  Betzner,  Jr.  The  secretary  and  treas- 
urer's reports  were  read  and  approved.  The  roll  call  re- 
sulted in  a  count  of  119  being  present.  National  President 
"Bud"  Hunter  made  some  remarks  concerning  the  par- 
chase  of  the  Missionary  Home,  and  our  obligations  to- 
wai'd  this  as  a  national  project.  Rev.  CLaud  Studebaker 
gave  us  a  i-eport  concerning  the  damage  by  fire  to  Foun- 
ders' Hall  at  Ashland. 

We  were  extended  an  invitation  by  the  Roann  Breth- 
ren Church  for  our  next  meeting  on  February  16,  1953. 
The  Nominating  Committee  passed  the  ballots  for  the 
election  of  officers  for  the  coming  yeai\  An  offering  of 
$82.07   was    lifted   for   our   Lost    Creek,    Kentucky   work. 

We  were  then  favored  by  a  men's  quartette,  singing, 
"I  Shall  Not  be  Moved,"  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Ruth  Hul- 
linger. Kenneth  Stout  then  introduced  Congressman  John 
V.  .Beamer  as   speaker  of  the   evening. 

Mr.  Beamer  began  by  making  reference  to  Matthew 
and  Mark  concerning  the  nxan  who  planted  a  vineyard 
and  let  it  out  to  husbandmen  and  in  diie  season  sent  ser- 
vants unto  the  husbandman  that  he  might  collect  the 
fruits  thereof.  ,But  the  husbandmen,  beat,  stoned  and 
killed  the  servants,  and  last  of  all  the  man  sent  his  own 
son,  thinking  they  would  reverence  him.  The  husband- 
men said  among  themselves,  "This  is  the  heir,  let  us 
kill  him  and  seize  his  inheritance."  Mr.  Beamer  said, 
"Men!  I  tell  you  someone  is  trying  to  seize  our  inheri- 
tance! Our  United  States  of  America  has  been  proud  (and 
justly  so)  of  its  Four  Freedoms!  1.  The  Open  Bible,  or 
Freedom  of  Worship.  2.  The  Door  Key,  or  Freedom  to  own 
our  Homes.  3.  The  Pencil,  or  Freedom  of  the  Press  and 
and  Speech.  4.  The  Ballot,  or  Freedom  of  Government. 
There  is  a  new  religion  springing  up.  Many  people  are 
s,aying  there  is  no  need  of  a  personal  God.  All  we  need 
is  to  be  good  and  to  find  security  in  personal  impi-ove- 
ment." 

Mr.  Beamer  continued  by  saying,  "This  new  religion 
is  Communistic,  or  Socialistic,  believing  that  STATE  is 
the  one  earthly  power.  It  will  not  be  dominated  by  out- 
reaching  FAITH  but  by  depriving  us  of  our  human  rights. 


or  in  other  words,  AS  MAN  WITHOUT  GOD.  Our  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  say.s  we  as  Am«-ncan  peo- 
ple are  to  have  Life,  Liberty  and  the  Pursuit  of  Happi- 
ness, but  something  is  happening  and  if  this  new  religion 
gets  full  control,  all  this  will  be  blotted  out." 

He  further  stated  that,  "Socialism  is  already  advancing 
in  the  United  States  to  the  point  that  1.  33  l/'VA  of  all 
income  is  controlled  by  the  federal  government  through 
taxation.  2.  By  trying  to  concentrate  all  authority  in  fed- 
eral government.  3.  ,By  vote  baiting.  4.  By  I^egislative 
trickery,  and  5.  By  treaty  making  authority,  or  in  other 
words,  trying  to  establish  a  PUSH  BUTTON  GOVERN- 
MENT." 

The  Congressman  concluded  his  addiess  by  stating  that 
"The  Blueprint  of  Socialism  is  to  obtain  government 
control  of  1.  Banking  and  Credit.  2.  Electric  power,  etc., 
3.  Land  and  Property  and  4.  Export  and  Impoi-t  Trade. 
Thanks  to  the  82nd  Congress,  they  had  been  able  to 
block  all  this  thus  far." 

"This  is  the  age  of  triumph  and  if  America  is  to  tri- 
umph, every  American  citizen  must  learn  to  speak  for 
himself  and  we  also  must  place  GOD  above  State;  we 
want  Americanism  without  adulteration,"  were  his  clos- 
ing words. 

Mr.  Betzner  again  took  charge.  The  report  of  the  elec- 
tion was  given  with  the  results  as  follows:  Herman  Hood, 
of  the  College  Corner  Church,  Chairman;  Edward  Lip- 
pold,  of  the  Loree  Church,  Vice-Chairman,  and  Arthur 
Stahl  of  the  Huntington  Church,  Secretary-Treasurer, 
but  who  later  refused  to  accept. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  given  the  retiring  officei-s  for 
their  untiring  efforts.  Likewise  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
ladies  of  the  host  church  for  the  splendid  meal  and  hos- 
pitality. Our  closing  song  was  "Blest  .Be  The  Tie  That 
Binds."  Rev.  Ernest  Minegar  pronounced  the  Benedic- 
etion. 

Guy  V.  Purdy,  Secretary. 

My  soul  is  dyed  the  color  of  my  thoughts.  Choose  not 
the  blackness  of  despair  but  rather  the  crimson  badge  of 
faith. 

Stewardship    .... 

(Continued  from  Page  7) 

do  not  like  the  word  covetousness.  ,But  covetousness  is 
the  antithesis  of  Stewardship.  We  are  mistaken  when  we 
apply  covetousness  only  to  money,  to  material  things. 
Covetousness  is  a  disease  of  the  soul.  It  shrivels  the  soul; 
it  stops  the  mind.  Judas  did  not  sell  Christ;  he  sold  Judas. 
Covetousness  always  brings  death — of  mind,  heart,  soul. 

"The  covetous  man  is  never  a  good  son,  or  a  good  fath- 
er, or  a  good  friend,  or  a  good  citizen."  To  be  all  of 
these,  or  any  of  these,  one  must  spend  the  heart  and  soul 
and  mind.  The  hoarding  of  money  is  only  the  visible 
sign  of  an  inward  disease — a  cancer  of  the  soul.  "Stew- 
ardship unclenches  the  knotted  hand,  relaxes  the  rigid 
arm,  and  clarifies  the  muddled  heart. — J.  G.  Dodds,  ivp- 
lesentative  of  Publication  Board  on  Stewanlship  Commit- 
tee Advisory  Council. 
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Topic  for  January   11,   1952 
THE  TRUE  LIGHT 

John  1:1-9 

NINETEEN  HUNDRED  YEARS  AGO  the  lights  peo- 
ple depended  upon  were  few  and,  as  we  would  say 
today,  feeble.  The  light  of  the  kindled  fire  was  often  used 
to  show  ptople  a  path  both  on  land  and  on  water.  There 
were  the  lamps,  little  bronze  vessels  in  which  >oil  was 
placed,  and  the  wick  which  when  ignited,  gave  light. 
The  toi-ch;  any  piece  of  combustible  material,  one  end  of 
which  might  be  lighted,  while  the  other  end  was  held 
in  the  hand  or  fastened  to  a  secure  place;  was  used. 
The  candle  which  has  had  part  in  the  household  life  of 
mankind  for  many  hundreds  of  years  also  sent  forth  its 
light.  Light  is  so  valuable,  so  necessary,  that  from  the 
•outset  of  the  history  of  our  earth,  people  have  been  ac- 
customed to  associating  it  with  Deity.  Light  came  to  be 
the  symbol  of  Deity,  and  so  men  bowed  down  before  the 
sun,  moon  and  stars  because  they  were  givers  of  light. 
They  built  altars  and  kept  alive  fires  on  them  in  order 
to  show  reverence  for  the  gods  fi^om  whom  light  sprang, 
and  they  put  lamps  and  candles  in  their  temples  as  sym- 
bolical of  their  gods. 

1.  SPIRITUAL  LIGHT!  It  is  very  easy  to  see  how 
lamps  and  candles  got  into  Christian  churches.  They  were 
already  associated  with  worship  when  Christ  came.  Then 
He  spoke  of  Himself  as  "Light,"  and  James  spoke  of 
God  as  "the  Father  of  lights."  Christ  also  called  Chris- 
tian people  "lights"  and  likened  them  to  candles.  Young 
people,  we  as  "spiritual  lights"  must  shine  as  thousands 
of  candles  making  a  light  to  the  millions  of  people  who 
are  in  the  darkness  of  sin.  Sin  is  both  death  and  dark- 
ness. As  life  destroys  death,  so  light  destroys  darkness, 
moral  darkness  arising  from  absence  of  moral  life,  and 
the  darkness  of  ignorance  of  those  things  we  most  need 
to  know.  Jesus  was  the  source  of  Spiritual  light.  As  the 
sun  is  the  one  source  of  light  to  this  world,  so  is  Christ 
to  the   moral  and  spiritual  life. 

2.  THE  POWER  OF  LIGHT!  You  know  how  the  sun 
f'.rives  away  the  darkness.  It  simply  shines,  and  the  dark- 
ness vanishes.  Open  a  room,  the  shutters  of  which  have 
been  closed,  and  the  sun's  rays  entering  in  will  flood  it 
with  light.  So  wherever  Christ  is,  the  darkness  flees.  If 
He  were  to  fill  the  heart  altogether,  there  would  be  no 
shadow  of  sin  left.  It  is  not  enough,  therefore,  to  see  the 
great  light:  we  must  let  our  souls  be  flooded  with  it. 
A  man  might  look  forth  from  his  darkened  house  and 
see  the  sun  high  in  the  heavens,  but  if  he  shut  all  his 
shutters,  the  .sun  could  not  penetrate  his  darkened  rooms. 
We  must  not  then  bar  Christ  out  of  our  hearts,  our 
homes,  our  country;  or  the  light  that  has  arisen  "with 
healing  on   His   wings"  will   not  benefit  us. 

3.  THE  TRUE   LIGHT!   Never,   in   all  the  history  of 


mankind,  was  there  one  of  whom  it  might  be  said,  "He 
is  Light,"  more  truly  than  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  At 
thii-ty  years  of  age  He  was  a  perfect  man.  All  the  beauty, 
all  the  whiteness  that  we  associate  with  the  idea  of  light 
were  in  Christ.  His  heart  was  warm  and  pure  like  light 
itself,  and  so  was  His  example.  But  if  He  had  then  hid- 
den away  in  some  mountain  retreat  or  some  desert  cave 
or  some  city  alley  and  had  never  shined  forth  upon  men 
and  upon  the  world,  how  unspeakably  great  the  loss  to 
us,  and  how  absolutely  impossible  for  Him  to  save  the 
race.  The  mission  of  a  light  is  not  to  hide  itself  away 
under  a   bushel   or   anything   else,   but   to   shine. 

4.  LET  YOUR  LIGHT  SHINE!  What  was  written  of 
John  the  (Baptist  was,  first,  that  he  was  a  "burning 
light."  That  is  good  in  itself  and  so  far  as  it  goes.  But 
it  was  added  "And  a  shining  light,"  a  light  that  gave 
its  message,  that  let  out  all  its  possibilities,  rebuking 
wrong,  steadying  weakness,  setting  straight  the  crooked, 
and  pointing,  with  ever  increasing  earnestness,  to  the 
good.  The  trouble  with  the  great  bulk  of  young  people 
is  that  they  <Jo  not  SHINiE.  I  claim  that  just  as  the  TRUE 
LIGHT  shines  to  give  light  to  others,  every  human  be- 
ing must  shine  out  all  the  good  that  is  in  him  for  the 
world's  help  and  salvation.  A  light  cannot  continue  to 
be  a  burning  light  unless  it  is  a  shining  light. 

5.  WHAT  WILL  YOU  DO  ?  Is  it  not  inspiring  to  have 
Christ  call  us  "light?"  What  possibilities  He  suggests. 
Men  in  awful  peiil  perhaps  will  see  our  light  and  be 
guided  thereby  to  safety.  With  the  great  responsibility  of 
lost  souls  we  young  people  of  the  Brethren  Church  must 
not  let  our  light  fail  to  shine.  I  pray  that  on  this  day 
you  will  consecrate  yourself  to  a  purpose  unfaltering  as 
was  that  of  ChriiSt,  that  more  and  more  this  new  year 
ahead  YOU  will  try  to  use  your  powers  for  the  salvation 
of  souls,  and  that  you  will  ask  that  you  may  shine  clear- 
er, farther,  deeper  into  the  darkness  of  this  world's 
needs. 


Vrayer  Iflfleeting 
Studies 

IBy  G.  T.  §ilmev 


LEAVE  IT  ALL  WITH  GOD 

Is  there  Some  battle  you  must  face  ? 

Be  not  dismayed,  nor  yet  afraid. 
Thy  God  hath  power,  might  and  grace. 

So  let  your  heart  on  Him  be  stayed. 

What  He  commands,  see  that  thou  do. 

Be   quick   and  eager  to   obey. 
Rely  on  Him,  He'll  bring  you  through. 

And  crown  with  victory  your  day. 

Commit  your  way  unto  the  Lord, 
Let  all  thy  soul  in  Him  delight. 

Trust   thou   in    Him,    believe    His    Word, 
And  you  shall  know  His  arm  of  might. 
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When  you  have  asked — in  patience  wait 

Till  answer  shall  from  He,av'h  come  through; 

In   confidence   anticipate, 

And  see  what  wonders  God  will  do. 

He  that  within  you  doth  abide, 

Is  mightier  than  ANY  foe   ; 
He   notes  how   sorely   you   are   tried, 

And  'way  ahead  doth  fully  know. 

Delays  are  not  denials,  "child," 

When  you  have  asked  that  which  is  right, 

But  oftentimes,  God's  mercy  mild. 
To  lead  you  on  to  higher  height. 

Then  give  yourself  to  song  and  praise. 
For  what  by  faith  thou  SHALT  receive 

And  though  the  answer  YET  delays, 
Hold  tight  the  promise — STILL  believe. 

In  Jesus'  name  rebuke  all   doubt. 

Rejoice,   stand   steadfast   in   the   fray; 

Beginning  NOW  to  sing  and  shout, 
For  God   will   fight  for  you  today. 

— Grace  ,B.  Renfrew. 

Paul  says  that  our  sufficiency  for  Christian  service  is 
of  G'od  (2  Cor.  3:5).  In  spite  of  severe  trials  and  heart- 
aches he  was  not  discouraged  nor  defeated  (2  Cor.  2:14). 
His  ministry  was  fully  accredited  by  the  transformed  lives 
of  Christian  converts  (2  Cor.  3:2,  3).  He  gave  all  credit 
to  the  power  of  Christ  (Phil.  4:13).  Our  God  will  stand 
by  us,  day  by  day,  through  to  the  end   (Jer.  29:11). 

If  we  take  stock  of  our  own  resources  we  shall  know 
that  we  are  not  sufficient  within  ourselves  (Luke  14:28- 
30).  As,  for  redemption,  we  are  delivered  from  evil  and 
unto  good  solely  by  the  shed  blood  of  Christ  (Eph.  1:7; 
2:13;  Col.  1:20;  Heb.  9:13,  14).  Israel  found  sufficiency 
in  blbod  (Lev.  17:11;  Exodus  12:13V.  Christ  instituted  a 
memorial  for  us  of  His  shed  blood  (Matt.  26:27,  28), 
which  will  be  brought  to  remembrance  in  His  coming 
kingdom  (Matt.  26:29).  It  is  sufficient  to  cleanse  us  from 
ALL  sin   (1  John  ,1:9). 

God  has  provided  for  us  a  sufficient  authority  in  His 
Word,  and  we  may  walk  in  the  light  and  power  'of  its 
complete  instruction  and  authority  (2  Tim.  3:16;  Psalm 
119:105).  God  has  provided  for  us  a  sufficient  message 
in  Christ  (Heb.  10:7;  Acts  1:8;  8:35;  John  12:21).  God 
has  provided  for  us  ,a  sufficient  power  through  His  Spirit 
(Luke  24:49;  lEph.  5:18).  The  church  suffei-s  from  self- 
importance  and  self-reliance  (2  Cor.  2:15,  16;  Zech.  4:6). 
God  is  able  and  willing  to  meet  our  every  need  (Phil. 
4:19;  Psalm  37:25;  1  Peter  5:7).  His  grace  is  sufficient 
for  every  thorn   (2  Cor.  12:9). 
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Some  people  rob  God  when  they  give  only  a  tenth,  and 
others  have  no  business  to  give  even  as  much  as  that. — 
G.  Campbell  Morgan  in  THIS  WAS  HIS  FAITH  (Revell). 

Little  words  of  anger,  little  deeds  of  hate,  drives  the 
individual  far  from  heaven's  gate. 

I  lurk  in  unseen  places  and  do  most  of  my  deadly  work 
silently.  I  am   "NEGLECT." 


Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vanator 


(Many  of  you  who  have  hK.'on  following  and  u:->irig  ihc-.se 
Sunday  School  notes,  written  each  week  by  our  retiring 
Editor  under  the  heading,  "Comments  on  the  Lesson  by 
the  Editor,"  will  be  more  than  happy  to  know  that  he 
has  consented  to  continue  wi'iting  thorn.  Through  the  years, 
Brother  Vanator  has  endeared  himself  to  Evangelist  read- 
ers even  more  by  the  addition  of  this  weekly  lesson  com- 
mentary. We  are  glad  that  he  has  said  "Yes"  to  the  le- 
quest  of  the  incoming  Editor  to  continue  th(  s>e  helpful 
writings.   W.   S.   B.   Editor.) 


Lesson   for  January    11,    19.")2 

CONFESSING  AND  FOLLOWING  CHRIST 

Lesson:   Matthew   16:13-25 

WE  CALL  THE  WORDS  of  the  Golden  Text,  "Petei-'s 
Great  Confession,"  and  rightly  so,  for  if  we  be- 
lieve with  all  our  heart  that  Jesus  is  "The  Christ,  th? 
Son  of  the  Living  God,"  and  make  confession  with  our 
innermost  being,  as  well  as  by  the  words  of  our  mouth, 
we  have  made  the  greatest  declaration  this  world  can 
know. 

Let  us  remember  that  the  popularity  of  Jesus  had  grown 
steadily  up  to  this  time  and  that  He  had  been  consideixd 
by  some  as  the  reincarnation  of  some  one  of  the  old 
prophets,  returned  to  this  life  to  do  gi-eat  miracles  be- 
fore the  people.  Quite  obviously  to  many  people,  one  who 
could  do  such  mighty  works  as  He  must  have  all  the 
qualities  of  a  deliverer,  and  that  is  what  the  Jewish  race 
was  looking  for — one  who  would  lead  them  out  from 
under  the  yoke  of  bondage  to  the  hated  Roman  empire. 

But  because  Jesus  was  getting  a  following  of  non-Jews, 
or  Gentiles  as  we  know  them,  the  leaders  of  Israel  looked 
upon  Him  aA  an  imposter,  and  after  all,  He  came  from 
Nazareth  from  where,  according  to  Nathanael  (John  1:46) 
"could   come  no   good   thing." 

Accordingly  we  find  in  the  opening  verse  of  Matthew 
16  the  words,  "The  Pharisees  also  with  the  Sadducees 
came,  and  tempting  him  desired  him  that  he  would  show 
them  a  sign  from  heaven."  Isn't  it  strange  how  individ- 
uals with  different  attitudes  toward  Christ  can  combine 
their  efforts  to  get  rid  of  Him?  It  is  not  a  thing  that 
was  common  just  to  the  day  in  which  Jesus  lived,  bur 
is  to  be  found  in  every  generation,  even  unto  now. 

Jesus  had  been  constantly  giving  them  "signs"  from 
heaven  in  His  every  act  and  word,  but  they  were  looking 
at  Him  from  an  earthly  standpoint  and  not  from  the 
heavenly  one  He  was  giving  them. 

Now  in  our  session  today,  the  time  has  arrived  when 
Jesus  is  ready  for  the  reaction  of  His  disciples  to  His 
divine  claims  He  asks  first  the  indirect  and  then  the  di- 
rect question  concerning  their  attitude  towai-d  Him — fii-st, 
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••Whom  do  MiEN  say  that  I  am?"  and  then,  "Kut  whom 
do  YE  s;iy  that  I  am?"  The  answer  of  Peter  to  the  lat- 
ter question  is  satisfying:  to  the  Lord,  for  here  is  the 
revelation  from  heaven,  by  the  Father,  to  His  disciples, 
for  Peter's  answer  is  the  ''foundation"  upon  which  the 
Chun-h  of  which  each  Christian  is  a  part,  is  built — "Thou 
art  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  Living  God."  Take  away 
that  "rock"  and  we  become  like  the  house  which  is  built 
upon  the  sands. 

Passing  strange  that  He  should  tell  the  disciples  that 
they  should  tell  no  man  that  He  was  Jesus  the  Christ! 
How  could  they  help  but  tell  it  now ?  Probably  the  lea- 
son  for  His  desire  that  they  not  broadcast  His  Messiah- 
ship  was  because  they,  too,  had  a  different  idea  of  His 
work  as  such.  Surely  if  they  had  known  the  full  meaning 
of  His  life,  James  and  John  would  never  have  asked  ihe 
privilege  of  sitting  one  on  His  right  hand  and  the  other 


on  His  left  hand  when  He  began  His  rule.  Nor  would 
Judail  have  betrayed  Him  for  a  paltry  thirty  pieces  of 
silver;  nor  would  all  the  disciples  except  John  and  Peter 
have  utterly  forsaken  Him   at  the  time  of  His  arrest. 

Did  His  disciples  begin  to  doubt  Him  a  little  when 
He  told  them  He  was  to  be  crucified  and  then  raised  from 
the  dead?  Was  their  failure  to  understand  the  real 
meaning  of  the  coming  Messiah  to  nearly  wreck  the  pur- 
pose for  which  He  came  ? 

The  vital  question  for  us  today  is  found  in  Jesus'  words, 
"But  whom  say  YE  that  I  am?"  Our  answer  determines 
our  whole  future  life.  This  lesson  can  increase  our  strength 
of  character;  renew  our  outlook  on  life  here  and  for  that 
life  which  is  to  come;  ^nd  can  calm  us  to  live  such  a 
life  as  to  be  found  ready  at  its  earthly  close  to  be  re- 
ceived at  His  side. 
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Report    From  The    Vandergrift,   Penna.,  New   Brethren   Church 


TTiey  say  a  picture  tells  more  than  many  words,  so 
herewith  are  two  snapshots  of  the  new  building  which 
will  soon  be  occupied  by  the  people  of  the  Nox-th  Van- 
dergrift Brethren  Chuich.  These  snaps  were  taken  on  De- 
cember 1st.  They  show  the  outside  of  the  church  as  it 
has  been  for  some  weeks,  except  that  the  ground  around 
the  building  was  graded  only  a  few  days  ago.  The  inter- 
ior is  rapidly  nearing  the  same  degree  of  completion  as 
the  outside.  The  piping  for  furnace  and  plumbing  fixtures 
has  been  installed.  The  cement  floor  will  be  finished  by 
the  time  this  letter  reaches  the  Evangelist  Editor.  The 
wiring  has  been  done  and  lights  can  be  hung  any  day 
now.  There  remains  now  the  setting  up  of  the  furnace 
and  plumbing  fixtures,  the  installation  of  the  lights,  the 
hanging  of  a  few  doors,  and  then,  the  moving  in. 

The  moving  in  has  been  a  long  exprrted  event,  and 
will  certainly  be  a  day  of  rejoicing.  The  erection  of  the 
building  was  planned  long  before  this  pastor  came  on 
the  field,  and  I  am  now  in  my  fifth  year  of  this  pastorate. 
It  has  cost  much  fiacrificf  on  the  pait  of  the  good  people 
of  this  congregation.  The  sacrifice  has  been  made  in  both 
money  and  planning.  The  sacrifice  has  been  made  in  both 


iTtoney  and  woik,  work  of  many  sorts,  from  pick  and 
shovel  work  to  figuring  and  planning.  The  monetary  sac- 
rifices have  been  made  in  digging  deep  into  our  pockets 
and  denying  ourselves  some  things  we  might  otherwise 
have  had.  .The  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church 
gave  us  the  Conference  Offering  of  General  Conference. 
The  Pennsylvania  District  Mission  Board  gave  $500.00. 
The  Cambria  County,  Pennsylvania,  Brethren  Christian 
EndeaVor  Union  gave  us  the  missionary  offering  taken 
at  their  rally  this  Fall.  It  was  over  $50.00.  We  sincerely 
thank  all  of  these  friends,  both  individual  and  group,  for 
their  kind  helpfulness.  There  are  still  many  things  to  be 
bought  and  paid  for.  Seating  is  a  by  no  means  small  item 
among  them.  But  by  the  grace  of  the  Lord,  by  our  own 
Continued  sacrifices  and  by  the  help  of  friends,  the  build- 
ing will   be   completed   and  paid  for. 

Soon  we  expect  to  be  sending  you  announcements  of 
the  date  and  plans  for  the  Dedication  Service.  All  prayers 
and  other  help  fi-om  the  Brethren  have  been  and  >vill  be 
deeply  appreciated. 

Paul  M.  Naff,  Pastor. 
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INTRODUCING  AND  PRESENTING  .  .  . 

(Continued  from  Page  3) 

Then,  if  we  have  seen  and  recognized  this  "vision"  Wc 
will  find  in  it  a  New  Opportunity  to  advance  in  the  knowl- 
edge and  grace  of  our  Lord  and  Savior.  With  new  day 
comes  a  new  opportunity,  stretching  out  its  hands  to  be 
grasped  by  the  willing  worker.  If  that  day's  opportunity 
is  permitted  to  slip  by,  we  will  find  another  is  thei-e  al- 
most immediately  to  take  ita  place. 

But  with  each  New  Opportunity  is  sure  to  come  a  New 
Personal  Obligation.  If  it  is  set  before  mc  it  becomes 
MY  obligation.  If  it  corneal  definitely  to  you,  it  becomes 
YOUR  obligation.  We  cannot  escape  the  consequences  of 
failure  to  realize  our  individual  obligation  to  the  tasks 
the  Lord  assigns  us  each  day.  To  fail  to  do  our  part  only 
delays  the  ultimate  completion  of  the  overall  work  He 
has  given  to  His  followers. 

What  am  I,  what  are  you,  going  to  do  with  this  New 
Year;  the  New  Vision  which  opens  up  before  us;  the  New 
Opportunity  which  we  will  find  set  before  us,  and  the 
New  Obligation  that  comes  upon  us  in  our  labor  for  the 
Master?  Only  the  passing  of  the  year  will  tell;  only  the 
finger  of  God  v^rriting  on  the  imperishable  pages  of  His 
Book,  will  give  us  the  record  of  our  lives  in  1953.  God 
grant  we  may  never  be  ashamed  of  the  record  we  have 
made 

And  now,  for  the  last  time,  may  I  use  the  words  which 
have  ended  so  many  of  these  "Thinking  Aloud"  messages 
which  I  have  tried  to  share  with  you  through  the  years — 
"Think  it  over!" 

Items  of  General  Interest 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 

ASHLAND,  OHIO.  Two  very  fine  programs  were  pre- 
sented in  the  Park  Street  Brethren  Chureh,  recently.  Th? 
first,  a  Christmas  play  by  the  Seminary  Students,  and  the 
second,  ,a  program  of  Christmas  musac  by  the  Church 
choir.    Both    programs    were    very    well    received. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO.  The  Sisterhood  of  the  Garber  Me 
morial  Brethren  Church  presented  their  Christmas  pro- 
gi-am  on  December  21st,  featuring  music,  slides,  and  a 
meditation  by  Rev.  Charles  Munson.  The  program  was 
under  the  direction  of  Carl  and  Ruth  .Barber,  students  in 
Ashland  Seminary.  Ronald  Ritchey  substituted  in  the  pul- 
pit recently  in  the  absence  of  the  student  Pastor,  Rev. 
Robert  Huse. 

COUNTY  LINE,  INDIIANA.  Word  has  been  received 
of  a  recent  meeting  held  by  Brother  L.  0.  McCartney- 
smith  with  the  Brethren  here.  Likewise,  a  meeting  with 
the  Tee  Garden  Brethren  Church.  He  says  of  the  Tee 
Garden  meeting  that  it  was  the  6th  meeting  held  by  him 
there,  the  first  being  eighteen  years  ago  when  Brother 
Delbert  Flora  was  pastor. 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  Money  for  Choir  robes 
is  now  being  lifted.  Brother  Rowsey  reports  that  there 
is  much  enthusiasm  on  the  part  of  groups  and  individ- 
uals on  this  project.  Looks  like  they  will  have  their  robes 
before  long.  Mrs.  Rowsey  is  the  Choir  Director. 

MANTECA,  CALIF.  Pastor  J.  Wesley  Piatt  writes  that 


the  Northern  California  District  Conference  lioard  of  Di- 
rectors met  in  the  Manteca  Church  one  Sunday  in  Decem- 
ber to  formulate  a  program  for  their  District  Conference 
scheduled  to  be  held  in  the  Stockton  .Brethren  Church  in 
late   Januaiy   or  early   February   . 


^cUd  t<^  1Re<it 


GARRETT.  Charles  W.  Garrett,  55,  brother  of  Mrs. 
John  Stevens,  and  a  member  of  the  Oak  Hill  Brethren 
Church,  died  in  his  sleep,  probably  the  evening  of  No- 
vember 7th.  He  lived  alone  and  his  body  was  not  discov- 
ered, in  his  home,  until   Sunday  morning. 

He   is   sui-vived  by   three  sisters   and   two  brothers. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  Oak  Hill  Breth- 
ren Church,  Tuesday,  November  11,  1952,  at  2:00  P.  M., 
by  the  undersigned.  Burial  was  made  in  the  Bibb  Ceme- 
tery,  near   Gatewood. 

Arthur  H.  Tinkel. 


NEWS  FROM  OUR  CHURCHES 


ROANN,   INDIANA 

It  has  been  quite  some  time  since  our  last  article  but 
we  are  still  on  the  onward  march.  God's  children  are 
always  happier  when  busy  in  the  work  of  the  Kingdom. 
Brother  and  Sister  Whetstone  came  to  us  the  first  of 
September.  They  are  good  leaders  and  the  sermons  are 
among  the  best.  The  attendance  at  all  sei^ices,  which  in- 
cludes Sunday  School  and  prayer  meetings,  is  very  good. 
We  are  looking  forward  to  our  Evangelistic  effort  which 
is  scheduled  for  some  time  in  January.  B .other  Whet^^tone 
will  bring  the  messages.  To  date,  a  song  leader  has  not 
been  secured  but  hope  to  succeed  soon.  A  Christmas  pro- 
gram is  being  planned  by  the  Supei'intendent  and  teach- 
ers of  the  Children's  Division  of  the  Sunday  Sch(X>l,  which 
I  am  sure  all  will  enjoy. 

The  .Brethren  Youth  and  Sisterhood  groups  are  very 
desei'ving  of  the  support  of  the  church  membership.  Again 
this  year  instead  of  having  a  gift  exchange  at  Christmas, 
the  S.  M.  M.  girls  purchased  a  complete  wardrobe  for  a 
girl  in  a  foreign  country.  November  28th,  they  served  a 
supper  after  w^hich  they  presented  their  public  sei-vi.?e 
program,  including  a  book  review  of  "The  Head  Hunt- 
er's Bride  given  by  Mi-s.  Whetstone.  This  ser\ice 
was  most  interesting. 

The  W.  M.  S.  is  hopeful  of  meeting  ALL  goals  thi.^ 
year.  Have  just  recently  received  two  new  members.  The 
Laymen  recently  reorganized  and  now  have  a  member- 
ship of  twenty.  In  November  they  attended  the  district 
meeting  at  the  College  Corner  Brethren  Church.  A  good- 
ly number  from  our  Church  went  in  a  delegation  to  the 
Center  Chapel  Brethren  Church  during  their  Eviuigelistio 
sen-ices.  Rev.  Virgil  Meyer,  of  Nappanee,  was  the  E^-an- 
gelist,  who  gave  a  very  fine  message.  A  new  outside  Bul- 
letin Board  is  being  placed  at  our  Church — a  gift  of  the 
"Ti-ue  Blue"  Adult  Sunday  School  Class.  Tlie  ChuiTJi 
greatly    appreciates   this   gift.    Some   one   whispered   that 
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other  classes  are  planning  to  provide  other  needs  for  Iho 
Chuivh. 

I  am  sui-e  our  God  will  bless  the  efforts  here  at  Ronnn 
if  we  have  a  mind  to  work  and  put  fii'st  things  tirst. 
May  our  Father  give  just  the  blessing  Ixst  suited  to 
each  and  every  one  of  His  children  at  this  happy  Christ- 
mas season,  and  may  the  New  Year  bring  forth  greater 
opportunities  to  send  the  "Good  News"  into  all  the  world. 

In  His  precious  Name, 
Mrs.   Birdie   Leslie,   Cor.   Secretaiy. 


MY  DIARY 


Hv   Mrs.  G.   E.   Dnishal 


MONDAY,  18 — Another  lovely  surprise  today  when 
.Brother  Ridenour  and  his  truck  from  Bryan,  Ohio,  came 
in.  Brother  Grumbling  and  Leroy  Gaskill  were  along. 
TiTJck  loaded  with  good  things.  Took  nearly  half  a  page 
to  record  in  our  record  book,  and  doubt  if  we  got  it  all 
down.  Some  clothing,  good  used  furniture  and  best  of 
all,  FOOD — Canned  food  of  all  varieties,  squash,  pop- 
corn, carrots,  pears,  jelly,  hickory  nuts,  2  large  boxes 
candy,  coffee,  tea  and  nine  boxes  of  apples  from  the  Lay- 
men of  their  church.  Glad  they  are  staying  all  night  so 
we  can  have  a  chance  to  visit  with  them.  Important  Fac- 
ulty meeting.  Quite  a  number  of  demerits  to  hand  in  and 
one  girl  dismissed  from  school,  two  others  campused  for 
some  time.  Divided  up  among  the  teachers  one  bushel 
of  apples,  some  jelly,  canned  milk  that  Bryan  folks 
brought.  Papa  finished  getting  signers  for  the  petition 
for   a    telephone.    Gi-oup    of   men    tiying   to    organize    an 


independent  Telephone  Co.,  ,and  think  we  can  get  in  on 
it  if  we  have  enough  subscribers. 

THURSDAY,  20— Jack  helped  me  with  the  Sale.  Turn- 
ing cold  after  the  good  rain  yesterday.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Maust  of  Nappanee,  Indiana,  .arrived  with  a  car  load  of 
clothing.  Don't  see  how  they  got  so  much  in  the  car. 
Mrs.  Maust  sister  of  one  of  our  former  teachers.  Enjoy 
having  these  before-unknown  friends  visit  us.  Mr.  Stod- 
dard to  Rowdy  prayer  meeting  with  us.  Cold  rain,  but 
11  were  out. 

FRIDAY,  21 — Good  examination  papers  in  on  the  Bible 
Manuals.  Papa  and  I  to  see  Flint  Davis  and  Brother  Jack- 
glon,  both  of  whom  have  been  sick.  Mr.  Stoddard  took 
some  of  the  girls  and  Ada  to  Hazard  tonight.  When 
they  asked  Papa  if  they  thought  the  car  would  take 
them  there,  all  he  could  say  was,  "I  do  not  know."  Tliey 
decided  to  risk  it.  Everything  went  fine  until  just  before 
they  got  to  Hazard,  the  lights  went  out.  In  trying  to 
help,  Adah  lost  her  hat.  Got  lights  fixed.  On  way  home, 
through  blinding  snow,  car  stopped  on  D.uane  hill.  After 
working  on  it  for  some  time,  they  began  to  plan  where 
they  would  stay  all  night,  when  Adah  said,  "This  is  time 
for  prayer."  All  got  in  car  and  prayed.  Tried  car  again 
and  it  started  off.  Mr.  Stoddard  crept  slowly  along 
through  the  snow  and  they  got  home.  Ruth  said  she 
never  before  understood  the  meaning  of  the  verse  "I  will 
keep  him  in  perfect  peace  whose  mind  is  stayed  on  Thee." 
I  kept  the  four  little  ones  while  Adah  was  gone.  They 
popped  corn  and  called  it  a  party  for  Papa  and,  I.  When 
they  brought  the  pop  corn  in  we  began  to  eat  it  ,at  once, 
but  Ada  Lu  halted  us.  "We  must  pray  first,"  she  said. 
Glad  she  has  learned  to  thank  the  Lord,  even  for  pop- 
corn. 
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Providence 


Rei;.  H.  S.  Tool 


It  is  not  given  to  us  to  modify  the  passing  years 

Freighted  as  they  have  ever  been  with  happiness  and  tears; 

We  m-ay  not  choose  the  paths  of  peace  and  vi>ctory  alone, 

For  some  are  strewn  ivith  sorrow  and,  some  ai'e  flower  grown. 

Once  the  midnight  cannonade  of  thunders  from  the  ski/. 

Then  the  gleam  of  sumnwr  suns  ivhere  mountain  glaciers  lie; 

Strange  that  we  should  drink  the  nectar  of  the  passing  day 

Forgetful  that  for  all  ive  win  there  is  a  price  to  pay; 

Rugged  paths  to  climb  to  every  height  we  gain: 

Sunshine  here  and  there  or  gracing  cloud  and  siveeping  rai}i. 

It  is  not  given  us  to  know  the  mystery  of  thn:  years 

Shall  we  cnnge  as  dimgeon  slaves  possessed   by  deadening  fears? 

Or,  rising  with  our  faces  toward  the  sunlight  battle  on 

Until  we  neach  that  haven  where  mysteiies  are  gone  .  .  . 

Deeper  lies  the  canyon  but  higher  stands  th^e  hill. 

Neither  height  nor  depth  dismay  the  man  of  faith  and   will; 

Neither  life  nor  death,  yior  present  things  nor  things  to  be 

ShaU  rob  tis  of  our  confidence  or  spoil  our  destiny. 

Mystery  and  loss  today  .  .  .  tomorrow  only  gain: 

Sunlight  after  shadow,  fragrant  flowers  after  rain. 
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Items  of  general  Interest 


ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  Brother  Freeman  Ankrum 
report.';  that  their  building  Fund  offering  in  December  was 
$418.00.  Some  mighty  fine  improvements  are  under  way 
through  the  St.  James  building  program. 

BETHLEHEM  AND  MT.  OLIVE,  VIRGINIA.  Listen- 
ers in  the  Harrisonburg,  Virginia  area,  over  Station 
WSVA,  had  a  special  treat  each  Saturday  morning  in  De- 
cember from  9:15  to  9:.30,  when  Brother  John  F.  Locke, 
Pastor  of  the  Bethlehem  and  Mt.  Union  churches,  pre- 
sented a  commentary  on  the  Sunday  School  lesson.  Broth- 
er Locke  is  our  faithful  writer  of  Lesson  Applications 
in  our  Adult  Quarterlies. 

SERGE ANTSVILLE  AND  CALVARY,  NEW  JERSEY. 
Rev.  William  Anderson  writes  concerning  the  Homecom- 
ing Services  held  at  Sergeantsville  on  October  12th,  and 
at  Calvary  on  October  26th.  Rev.  Jack  Murray,  Co-Pas- 
tor of  the  Church  of  the  Open  Door,  Philadelphia,  spoko 
at  Sergeantsville.  Rev.  Ralph  Mills,  Pa.stor  of  our  Pitts- 
burgh Church,  spoke  at  Calvary.  Brothei-  Anderson  says 
that  good  attendance  was  noted  at  both  sei-vices,  saying 
"that  they  were  especially  pleased  to  have  Brother  Mills 
with  them;  that  he  brought  an  inspiring  message  from  the 
book  of  Acts,  about  which  many  comments  of  apprecia- 
tion were  heard." 

WAYNE  HEIGHTS,  WAYNESBORO,  PENNA.  The 
Wayne  Heights  Brethren  were  privileged  to  have  thf 
Washington  Township  High  School  chorus  as  guests  at 
their   December   14th   evening  service.   A   very   fine   pro- 


gram  of  music  was   rendered  by   the  choras.  The  school 
is   located   not   too  far  from  our  church; 

JONES  MILLS,  PENNA.  Dr.  John  Turnbull,  Mission- 
ary to  Haiti,  spoke  in  this  Chuix;h  Saturday  evening  and 
Sunday,  December  20th  and  21st.  He  used  colored  slides 
and  motion  pictures  to  illustrate  his  messages. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO,  PARK  STREET  CHURCH  .  The 
Pastor,  Brother  Clarence  Fairbanks,  was  radio  speaker 
each  morning  of  Christmas  week  over  WATG,  Ashland. 
A  watch  night  service  from  9:00  to  12:00  was  held  on 
Now  Year's  Eve,  under  the  joint  sponsorship  of  the  Sis- 
tei'hood,   the   Brotherhood   and   thi^   College   C.  lE. 

DAYTON,  OHIO.  Brother  Percy  C.  Miller,  Pastor  ap- 
peared on  Radio  Station  WONE's  Devotional  Program  on 
December  18th.  Special  music  was  pi-ovided  by  Mrs.  Shir- 
ley Rose,  vocalist,  and  Mrs.  Bornice  Kem  at  the  piano. 
Brother  Miller  reports  an  increasing  attendance  at  their 
Wednesday  evening  Bible  study  of  the  book  of  Revela- 
tion. 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  Our  Gratis  Church  was  host  to  the 
Union  Christmas  service  on  December  21st,  sponsored  by 
the  Gratis  Council  of  Churches. 

Brother  Crick  announces  that  the  Gratis  Brethren 
Youth  will  be  hosts  to  the  Miami  Valley  .Brethren  Youth 
Rally  on  Sunday,  January  18th. 

NEW  LEBANON,  OHIO.  Emphasis  on  youth  was  made 
1  ecently,  according  to  the  Pastor,  John  T.  Byler,  when  the 
Junior  Church,  meeting  regularly  in  the  basement,  came 
upstairs  and  conducted  the  morning  worship  service  of 
the  Church. 

ROANN,  INDIANA.  The  new  Bulletin  Board  was  in- 
stalled early  in  December,  a  gift  of  the  True  Blue  Sun- 
day School  Class.  The  Class  also  purchosed  and  installed 
a  Mirronette  Medicine  Cabinet  in  the  parsonage,  which 
we  know  is  greatly  appreciated  by  Brother  and  Sister 
Whetstone. 

LOREE,  INDIANA.  Through  .Brother  Claud  Stude- 
baker's  bulletin  we  learn  that  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Harry  E. 
Richer  have  been  conducting  an  Evangelistic  Service  in 
the  Loree  church  from  December  28th  through  January 
11th,  in  cooperation  with  the  Pastor.  The  Richers  being 
in  charge  of  the  music  and  devotional  program,  with  the 
messages  being  brought  by  Brother  Studebaker. 

A  New  Year's  lEve  Brethren  Youth  Party  was  held,  in 
which  the  youth  were  hosts  to  their  parents.  Brother  Vir- 
gil lE.  Meyer,  Pastor  at  Nappanee,  was  present  to  help 
them    in   organizational   planning. 

FLORA,  INDIANA.  Brother  C.  A.  Stewart  conducted 
baptism  recently  for  a  young  man  home  from  the  army. 
which  makes  10  baptized  since  their  recent  meetings.  The 
Brethren  Home  benefited  during  the  Christmas  season 
by  an  evening  of  carol  singing  on  the  part  of  the  Flora 
Brethren  Youth. 

MUNCIE,  INDIANA.  Three  persons  were  baptized  on 
December  14th.  The  new  80  watt  Public  Address  system 
should  be  in  operation  by  the  time  you  read  these  lines. 
Costing  about  .$400.00  it  is  to  be  installed  in  the  tower 
of  the  Church.  The  Muncie  church  is  also  purchasing  a 
(Continued  on  page  11) 
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f[  Tribute  To  ll^ev.   Fred  G.    Vanator 

WE  BRING  THIS  MESSAGE  of  tribute  in  appre- 
ciation of  the  outstanding  work  of  our  retiring 
Ivlitor  of  Publications,  Rev.  Fred  C.  Vanator. 

As  the  new  Editor,  we  know  that  the  entire  broth- 
erhood joins  us   in  these  few  words  of  .appreciation. 

P>rother  Vanator,  in  his  humble,  Christian  way,  has 
built  well  during  his  twelve  years  as  Editor  of  our 
publications.  No  finer,  Christian  character  as  a  gentle- 
man, and  as  a  man  of  God  could  be  shown  by  anyone. 
It  has  been  our  privilege  in  wx'iting  the  youth  page  in 
The  Evangelist  during  his  twelve  years  as  Editor,  to 
have  had  a  highly  valued  peisonal  friendship  and  a 
very    pleasant   working   lelationship   with   him. 

We  would  not  attempt  to  evaluate  his  work  in  facts 
and  figures,  for  his  work  stands  on  its  own  merits.  In 
his  work,  his  impartiality,  his  fairness,  yet  his  firm- 
ness in  defense  of  our  faith,  is  above  our  ability  to  put 
into  words.  The  years,  yes,  the  decades,  to  come,  will 
find  the  .Brethren  benefiting  from  his  Editorial  poli- 
cies. He  has,  we  repeat,  built  well,  and  his  work,  as  it 
is  present  in  the  hearts  and  the  thinking  of  our  peo- 
ple stands  as  a  solid  structure  upon  which  we  can  con- 
tinue to  build,  as  the  Lord  leads.  Truly  his  has  been 
the  proper  foundation,  even  Jesus  Christ.  Paul  tells 
us  in  I  Corinthians  3:11,  that  Christ  is  the  only  certain 
foundation.  With  Christ  as  his  foundation.  Brother  Van- 
ator has  built  upon  Him  the  works  of  gold,  silver,  and  pre- 
cious stones,  which  shall  endure  for  evermore. 

It  is  our  intention  in  writing  this  lEditorial  as  a  tribute 
to  Bi'other  Vanator,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Brotherhood 
to  the  real  worth  of  his  ministry  to  the  Brethi-en  Church. 
After  serving  as  a  successful  Pastor  in  our  churches  for 
twenty-three  years.  Brother  Vanator  was  called  to  this 
office.  Instead  of  a  parish  of  a  single  congregation,  his 
brcame  a  parish  of  an  entire  Denomination.  The  voice 
in  the  pulpit  became  the  word  of  the  press,  and  we  have 
all  benefited.  In  all,  his  ministry  has  proved  effective  for 
the  advance  of  the  work  of  Christ. 

"Go,  work  today  in  my  vineyard"  have  been  the  words 
of  the  Master  to  this  worthy  servant  of  God,  and  he  has 
faithfully  served. 

Part  of  the  time  these  twelve  years,  he  served  as  Man- 
aging Editor,  taking  care  of  the  Editorial  work  and  the 
management  of  the  plant.  Moi'e  recently,  through  con- 
stantly improving  conditions  in  the  plant,  he  has  been  able 
to  turn  his  efforts  to  the  Editorial  end,  serving  under  the 
official   title  by  which  the  Editor  is  now  known. 


The  retiring  Editor  at  his  desk.  (Picture  tak^i  about  a 
decade  agov  shortly  after  the  Publishing  Company  moved  in- 
to  the  new  building. 


Last  week's  Evangelist  told  of  the  changes  which  have 
taken  place  under  his  leadership.  The  new  building,  now 
machinery,  etc.,  presents  a  far  happier  picture  than  that  of 
a  decade  or  so  ago.  As  we  sit  here,  meditating,  in  this  beau- 
tiful office,  surix>unded  by  the  hum  of  modern  printing 
machinery,  and  the  activities  of  a  very  efficient  and  coop- 
erative corps  of  workers,  all  in  this  modern  building,  we 
are  made  to  realize  that  words  will  never  tell  the  story. 

Perhaps  it  is  better  that  way,  for  we  know  our  Brothei-, 
in  his  modesty  would  not  want  us  to  go  into  any  detailed 
accounting  of  his  work.  The  story  of  sacrifice,  of  pi^ayer. 
of  long  hours,  of  help  from  other  sacrificing  men  and 
women  of  our  Denomination,  is  ^^•l'itten  in  our  hearts, 
and   in    the    eternal    records    of   God. 

Speaking  for  the  Brotherhood,  we  know  that  woi\is  of 
appreciation  crumble  into  ashes.  We  best  can  show  our 
appreciation  as  individuals  and  as  a  church,  by  devoting 
our  talents,  our  possessions,  etc.,  completely,  to  the 
Chi-ist  and  to  the  work  of  the  Church  which  our  Brother 
loves,  and  to  which  he  continues  to  give  his  life. 

By  way  of  passing,  in  a  few  weeks,  Brother  Vanator 
(Continued  on  page  11) 
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INTROnrCTORY  NOTE 

In  presenting  this  series,  I  am  making 
use  of  a  book  written  by  a  friend  of  mine 
from  Toronto,  Ontario.  The  book  is  entitled 
"Some  Vital  Questions"  and  is  •written  by 
Albert  Hughes.  The  first  two  articles  will 
deal  with  the  Virgin  Birth  of  our  Lord.  In 
article  one  I  shall  endtavor  to  indicate  the 
arguments  used  most  frequently  against  ac- 
ceptance of  the  Virgin  Birth,  and  will  try 
to  point  out  false  assumptions  upon  which 
they  are  based.  The  second  article  will  fol- 
low, then,  with  the  arguments  for  accept- 
ing this  teaching,  and  along  with  these,  a 
discussion  of  the  purpose  in  the  attack  upon 
this  Biblical  doctrine.  Later  articles  will 
deal  with  Jegus  as  man,  as  God,  as  the 
atoning  sacrifice  necessary  to  our  salvation, 
with  the  resurrection,  and  with  the  physica,l 
visible  return  of  the  Lord. 

John  T.  Bvler. 


Jesus 
And 
The 
V  irsin 
Birth 


One  of  the  best  known  preachers  of  our  country  makes 
this  statement  concerning  the  Virgin  Birth:  "The  Virgin 
Birth  involves  a  biological  miracle  which  is  unthinkable 
to  modem  minds."  He,  with  many  others,  would  have  us 
to  believe  that  Jesus  was  bom  of  two  healthy  parents, 
and  developed  into  an  individual  whose  walk  with  God 
was  so  close  that  He  had  unusual  relationships  with  God. 
But  if  this  be  true,  why  have  there  been  no  other  such 
unusual  characters  as  Jesus  in  these  2000  years  since  His 
birth? 

The  Bible  states  that  Jesus  was  to  be  bom  of  a  Virgin. 
Piophecy  foretold  this  birth  long  before  it  occurred;  the 
angel  verified  the  truth  of  it  when  he  appeared  to  Mar\', 
and  the  Gospel  record  bears  out  the  truth  of  both  the 
prophecy  and  the  angel's  statement.  Mar>-,  herself, 
brought  up  the  argument  of  the  impossibility  of  such  a 
birth,  when  told  by  the  angel  that  she  was  to  conceive 
and  bear  a  son.  And  the  angel  answered  her  ai-gument 
simply  but  forcefully  when  he  said:  "The  Holy  Ghost 
shall  come  upon  thee."  (Luke  1:35;  God's  Word  indicates 
that  the  One  Who  should  atone  for  man's  sin,  had  to. 
Himself,  be  sinless.  A  birth,  through  the  usual  physical 
fashion,  would  have  borne  the  mark  of  sin,  and  could  not, 
consequently,  have  sufficed.  "The  power  of  the  highest 
shall  overAadow  thee,"  says  Luke's  record  of  the  angel's 
sUtement  to  Mar>'.  And  since  the  birth  came  through  the 
Holy  Ghost  and  through  the  overshadowing  of  the  highest, 
it  was  a  miraculous  birth,  although  a  "biological  miiacle 
is  unthinkable  to  modem  minds." 

Isn't  it  reasonable  to  accept  a  miracle  in  the  birth  of 
Jesus,  if  God  holda  the  power  to  create  life  in  the  first 
place  7  Would  He  be  God  if  He  were  unable  to  have  Jesus 
appear  through  a  miraculous  birth?  Faith  must  follow- 
when  reason  fails,  and  when  faith  is  lacking,  reason  side- 
tracks one  away  from  God's  truth.  I  willingly  and  readily 
agn-ee  that  the  Virgin  Birth  was  biologically  imposBible, 
but  I  have  faith  enough  in  God  to  believe  that  He  could 


bring  this  impossibility  to  pass.  And  if  for  one  moment 
I  doubted  His  ability  to  do  that,  I  would  lose  all  of  my 
faith  in  God  as  Father,  as  Redeemer,  as  Lord  and  as  Sav- 
iour. 

In  the  second  place,  it  is  frequently  argued  that  the 
silence  of  the  Bible  on  the  subject  of  the  Virgin  Birth 
argues  against  it.  But  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the 
verj'  silence  of  many  of  the  waiters  of  the  Scriptures  on 
this  subject  lends  strength  to  the  support  of  its  acceptance 
lather  than  to  make  it  more  difficult  to  accept.  It  is  true 
that  only  Matthew  and  Luke  speak  of  this  birth,  and  they 
alone,  also,  give  us  the  account  of  the  coming  of  the 
angels  and  of  the  wise-men  and  of  the  shepherds;  they, 
also,  are  alone  in  giving  us  a  geneological  record  of  Jesus' 
ancestry.  But  we  don't  doubt  that  Jesus  had  a  boyhood 
simply  because  Mark  and  John  fail  to   speak   of  it. 

Questions  which  are  not  controversial  are  seldom  de- 
bated. The  early  Christians,  and  the  early  Christian  Church 
had  no  doubts  as  to  the  birth  of  Jesus,  so  the  matter  was 
not  a  question  of  debate.  And  yet,  Matthew  and  Luke 
were  not  alone  in  their  references  to  this  miraculous 
birth.  John,  in  the  first  chapter  of  his  Gosi)el,  verses  12 
and  13  says:  "But  as  many  as  received  him,  to  them  gave 
he  power  to  become  the  sons  of  God,  even  to  them  that 
believe  on  his  name:  Which  were  born,  not  of  blood,  nor 
of  the  will  of  the  flesh,  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of 
God."  An  interesting  rendering  of  these  two  verses,  from 
the  early  chui-ch  father's  gives  a  very  interesting  light 
on  this  subject:  "Who  was  bom  not  of  blood,  nor  of  the 
will  of  the  flesh,  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  God." 
This  rendering  refers  the  pronoun  "Who"  back  to  the 
"Him"  of  verse  12  so  that  it  would  read:  "As  many  as 
received  HIM,  HE  gave  power."  It  would  thus  follow  that 
"He  Who  gave  power  to  become  the  sons  of  God"  was 
the  One  "Who  was  -bora  not  of  (the  blending  of  human) 
blood,  nor  (was  He  bom)  of  the  will  of  the  flesh,  nor 
(did  He  come  into  the  world)   of  the  will  of  man,  but 
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(He  was  begotten)  of  God."  (This  rendering  of  these 
veraes  is  from  Justin  140  A.  D.,  TertuUian,  190  A.  D. 
and  Irenaeus,  200  A.  D.  and  is  called  to  my  attention  by 
Dt.   Albert   Hughes   of   Toronto,   Ontario.    ) 

It  ought  to  be  kept  in  mind  that  John's  writing  took 
place  long  after  the  other  Gospel  writers  finished  theirs, 
and  if  the  writings  of  Matthew  and  Luke  had  been  erro- 
neous in  regard  to  the  birth  of  Jesus,  he  most  certainly 
would  have  made  an  effort  to  cori-ect  any  fault  in  their 
writing.  None  would  have  been  better  qualified  than  he 
to  have  so  wTitten,  for  it  was  he  with  whom  Jesus  left 
His  mother  after  His  death,  and  in  their  time  together 
after  Jesus'  death,  any  erroneous  teaching  of  others  would 
have  certainly  been  discussed. 

Paul,  too,  while  appearing  to  be  silent  on  this  subject, 
is  actually  not  silent.  In  Galatians  4:4  he  writes:  "When 
the  fulness  of  time  was  come,  God  sent  forth  His  Son, 
made  of  woman."  And  in  Philippians  2:6  and  7  he  speaks 
of  Jesus  Christ  being  in  the  form  of  God,  taking  upon 
Himself  the  fonn  of  a  Servant,  and  m,ade  in  the  likeniess 
of  men.  These  words  need,  also,  to  be  carefully  consid- 
ered  before    the    Virgin    Birth   is   denied. 

A  third  argument  comes  to  our  attention  occasionally, 
against  the  Virgin  .Birth.  There  are  those  who  claim  that 
the  word  "virgin"  is  a  mistranslation  and  means  any 
young  woman  of  marriageable  age — whether  married  or 
single.  The  Hebrew  word  "almah"  as  used  by  Isaiah  (7:14) 
in  making  his  prophecy  concerning  the  Virgin  Birth  of 
Jesus  is  used  only  a  very  few  times,  and  then,  always  in 
the  sense  of  a  chaste  and  unmarried  w'oman.  Some  schol- 
ars would  prefer  the  word  "bethulah"  but  this  word  (as 
found  in  Joel  1:8)  while  sometimes  translated  rather 
freely  in  the  same  way  that  the  other  word  is  translated, 
in  Joel  refers  to  a  married  woman  and  can  certainly  not 
be  identified  with  the  word  found  in  Isaiah  7:14.  It  was 
Martin  Luther  who  was  so  certain  of  his  ground  on  this 
matter  that  he  made  the  following  statement:  "If  a  Jew 
or  a  Christian  can  prove  to  me  that  in  any  passage  of 
Sci'ipture  "almah"  means  a  married  woman,  I  will  give 
him  one  hundred  florins,  although  God  only  knows  where 
I  may  find  them."  And  to  get  any  other  meaning  from 
this  word  is  to  twist  and  pervert  the  Scriptures. 

Finally,  we  find  the  argument  put  forth  that  in  the 
Gospels,  Jesus  is  frequently  referred  to  as  the  son  of 
Joseph.  This  phrase  does  appear  about  four  times,  but 
it  needs  to  be  examined  each  time  in  its  context.  In  Luke 
3:23  we  read:  "being  as  was  supposed,  the  son  of  Joseph." 
In  Luke  4:22  we  read  again:  "Is  not  this  Joseph's  son?" 
Luke  simply  was  stating  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  his 
day  and  was  not  stating  his  o^^^l  opinion.  His  writings 
are  very  conclusive  in  presenting  Jesus  as  the  Son  of 
God. 

In  John  1:45,  Philip  speaks  concerning  Jesus  and  says: 
"We  have  foimd  Him  .  .  .  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  the  son  of 
Joseph."  Philip  was  not  yet  acquainted  with  Jesus  in  the 
way  that  he  later  became  acquainted  with  him,  and  after 
that  acquaintance,  you  may  be  sure  that  such  a  reference 
to   Christ  was  never  made  again. 

In  John  6:42,  we  find  once  more  the  writer  voicing  the 
question  of  the  people  as  they  are  mystified  by  Jesus. 
John  i-ecords  the  incident  as  follows:  "Is  not  this  Jesus, 
the  son  of  Joseph,  whose  father  and  mother  we  know?" 
He  knew  the  answer  to  this  question,  but  the  people  of 


whom  he  was  writing  had  not  had  this  question  clea-ed 
up  in  their  minds. 

It  is  true  that  Joseph  assumed  full  parental  authority 
and  responsibility  over  Jesus,  so  that  it  was  only  nat- 
ural that  the  neighbors  should  assume  that  he  was  Jesus' 
father.  But  it  is  interesting  to  discover  that  it  was  Mary 
who  took  the  lead  in  regard  to  Jesus'  life  rather  than 
Joseph.  It  was  .she  who  spoke  to  Jesus  when  He  was 
found  with  the  doctors  in  the  Temple;  it  was  she  who 
"pondered  his  sayings  and  kept  them  in  her  heart." 

In  the  next  discussion  of  this  subject,  some  attention 
will  be  given  to  the  arguments  for  the  Virgin  Birth  and 
also  the  reasons  for  the  attack  upon  this  particular  phase 
of  Scriptural  teaching. 

Spiritual  flliebitations 

Rev.  Dyoll  Belote 

A   MARK   OF  GREATNESS 

"Even  as  Christ  forgave  you,  so  alsp  do  ye."  Colos- 
sians   3:13. 

LIRE  MERCY,  FORGIVENESS  is  "an  attribute  of 
God  himself;  and  earthly  power  doth  then  show 
likest  God's,  when  man  forgives  as  Christ  forgives.  Al- 
most the  last  eai-thly  act  of  the  Master  w-as  to  ask  the 
Father's  forgiveness  for  those  who  had  betrayed  and  cru- 
cified Him,  declaring  that  "they  know  not  what  they  do." 

Forgiveness!  Ti-uly  it  is  an  attribute  of  greatness.  Little 
souls,  wrapped  up  in  their  own  selfish  lives,  do  not  for- 
give. .But  look  at  Joseph,  who  could  forgive  his  brothers, 
(and  cover  the  perfiidy  and  deceit  of  those  jealous  (in- 
sipient  murderers)  with  the  mantle  of  his  whole-souled 
forgiveness,  and  declare  that  they  had  meant  harm,  but 
that  God  had  oveiiniled  it  for  righteousness.  Or  think  of 
Hosea,  the  old  prophet  of  God  who  could  preach  of  for- 
giveness because  he  had  learned  it  himself  in  forgiving 
his  unfaithful  wife.  And  remember  the  Christ,  Who  for- 
gave those  who  took  His  life — because  He  loved  them. 

Some  one  may  ask,  "Just  how  Ls  forgiveness  brought 
about?"  One  enters  the  consciousness  in  which  he  sees 
another  in  the  same  light  in  which  he  beheld  him  before 
the  offence  took  place.  In  this  consciousness  one  sees  an- 
other in  the  same  way  that  he  saw  him  when  love,  good 
nWU  and  friendship  held  sway.  That  friend  of  youi-s  whom 
you  are  trying  to  forgive  is  the  same  friend  whom  you 
valued  as  your  veiy  best  friend. 

The  love  of  God  ^^"ithin  us  is  mighty  to  erase  all  feel- 
ing of  ill  \%'ill.  WTien  love  starts  to  do  its  forgiving  work, 
the  most  chronic  case  of  animosity  must  jield.  He  who 
cannot  foi-give  his  enemies,  in  the  sense  of  thinking  of 
desii-ing  with  a  helpful  love,  to  see  them  delivei-ed  from 
tlieir  wrong  disposition,  from  the  guile  of  sin,  or  from 
the  error  which  has  led  to  injustice,  is  not  a  Christian. 
It  is  safe  to  say  no  one  learns  and  acqmres  this  grace 
of  forgiveness  except  in  prayer  for  his  enemies.  "V^Tien 
we  can,  like  the  Master  in  the  midst  of  the  cruelty  and 
suffering  imposed  upon  Him  by  His  enemies,  lift  up  a 
prayer  for  forgiveness  for  those  who  "despitefuUy  US'? 
us,  and  persecute  us,"  then  are  we  growing  into  great- 
ness. 
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Ordination    Service    For 
Rev.    H.    Francis    Berkshire    At 
Udell/  Iowa,    Brethren    Church 

H.  Francis  Berkshire,  son  of  Mx-.  and  Mrs.  Harry  L. 
Berkshire,  of  Masontown,  Peniia.,  was  ordained  to  the 
full  gospel  ministry  at  a  beautiful,  impressive  and  sacred 
.service  at  the  First  .Brethren  Church,  Udell,  Iowa,  on 
November  30  at  2:30     P.  M. 

Rev.  W.  Clayton  Berkshiie,  a  bi  other  and  Gene' al  Sec- 
retary of  the  Mission  Board  for  Kiethren  Chuichea  gave 
the  ordination  sermon.  Anothei'  biother,  Rev.  J.  Edgai 
Berkshire  of  North  Liberty,  Indiana  assisted  in  the  ser- 


vice of  ordination.  This  is  the  third  son  to  be  ordained, 
Thf  fouith  son,  Chailes,  is  associated  with  his  father  in 
business  at  the  Masontown  Lumber  and  Construction  Co. 

The  ordination  service  followed  a  short  song  service 
and  devotions.  Rev.  M.  R.  Gonzalez  of  a  local  Methodise 
church  offered  the  prayer  of  invocation  Mrs.  Josie  Stuckey 
sang  "Why  Did  He  Love  Me  So"  after  which  Revs.  J. 
Edgar  Beikshire,  W.  Clayton  Berkshire,  and  H.  Francis 
.Berkshire   sang   "Wonderful  Jesus." 

Friends  were  pi-esent  from  Waterloo,  Cedar  Falls,  Cedai 
Rapids,  Centerville,  Iowa,  as  well  as  I'elatives  fiom  North 
Liberty,  Indiana  and  Ashland,  Ohio. 

Mrs.  H.  B.  Spring,  Secretary. 


Brother  Berkshire  also  writes:  At  our  Bible  Display 
which  was  held  on  Sunday  evening,  December  7th,  we  had 
26  Bibles  displayed  besides  unusual  concordances,  poly- 
glots, German  hymn  books,  and  a  German  "Christian  Con- 
duct" book.  The  Bibles  ranged  from  the  oldest  English 
.Bible  written  in  1825  to  our  most  recent  translations.  The 
three  gifts,  daily  devotional  guides,  were  given  to  those 
who  displayed  the  following: 

1.  Oldest— Holy  Bible,  1825. 

2.  Unusual — English    Polyglot. 

3.  Foreign — 1707  Christopher  Saur  German  Bible. 

The  interest  was  high  and  many  guests  and  friends  of 
our  church  attended.  The  owners  of  the  oldest  Holy  Bible 
were  our  own  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  Spring.  He  is  one  of 
our  trustees  and  she  is  our  church  secretary.  The  othei' 
gifts   were   given   to   friends   of   our   church. 


I 


The  Consecration  Service  for  I'amtor  and  wife. 


'I'hiis  is  a  picture  of  the  new  doissal  curtain,  and  picture 
of  "His  Presence"  which  was  recently  pdirchased  by  the 
llclell   Church. 


A  well-known  missionary  in  China  got  the  name  of 
Gloryface  because  his  countenance  beamed  with  a  heav- 
enly light. 
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EXCERPTS  FROM  BISCHOF'S  LETTER  TO 
MISSIONARY  BOARD  OFFICE 

Garkida,  Nigeria 
Nov.    19,    1952 

Dear  Mrs.  Lindower  and  Clayton    : 

Here  we  are  sitting  in  Garkida  and  enjoying  the  nice 
sunny  weather  plus  the  fine  fellowship  with  the  mission- 
aries who  are  stationed  here.  Matadi  was  a  very  nice 
town,  quite  clean,  and  a  good  number  of  the  buildings 
were  quite  modern. 

After  leaving  Matadi,  we  sailed  up  the  French  Cam- 
eroons  where  some  cargo  was  discharged.  Train  connec- 
.tions  were  quite  bad  in  Lagos  for  Jos;  so  it  was  decided 
that  the  best  procedure  was  for  us  to  fly  to  Jos.  During 
the  time  at  Lagos,  we  reported  to  the  Immigration  Office, 
American  Consulate,  registered  Bea  as  a  nurse  and  vis- 
ited many  stores. 

The  last  Sunday  at  sea,  services  were  held  at  11:00 
A.  M.  for  the  officers  and  crew.  At  the  close  of  the  ser- 
vice, one  of  the  Africans  stepped  forward  and  made  a 
very  nice  little  speech,  thanking  all  the  missionaries  for 
conducting  services  for  them.  Then  they  all  sang  "God 
Be  With  You  Till  We  Meet  Again."  Most  of  the  Africans 
were  members  of  various  Protestant  churches  in  Free- 
town, and  really  could  sing. 

Jos  is  located  40OO  feet  above  sea  level  -ind  the  cb"- 
mate  is  very  nice.  In  the  day  time  it  gets  quite  warm, 
but  at  night  it  is  cool  enough  to  use  a  blanket  on  the 
bed. 

Friday  all  of  us,  about  fourteen  in  number,  staited 
for  Garkida.  We  went  in  two  station  wagons  and  a  jeep 
pick-up  truck.  The  drive  (at  night)  was  quite  nice  and 
we  saw  some  small  wild  cats,  a  fox  and  a  number  of 
monkeys.  We  ate  breakfast  at  the  Waka  Training  Cen- 
ter-school for  the  training  of  African  teachers,  where  we 
met  the  Eikenberrys,  Heckmans  and  McKays. 

Sunday  morning  we  attended  services  at  the  leper  col- 
ony— the  sermon  was  preached  in  Bui-a  and  Hausa;  then 
the  services  at  the  Garkida  church  in  ,Bura. 

We  are  enjoying  the  radio  very  much  which  the  Berean 
Class  in  Ashland  bought  for  us.  I  am  at  the  moment  lis- 
tening to  the  news  over  an  Armed  Forces  Radio  Service. 
It  is  very  clear  and  we  are  still  using  the  original  bat- 


tery that  was  given  to  us  with  the  radio.  It  certainly  is 
fine  to  be  able  to  keep  up  in  this  way  with  the  news  in- 
stead of  waiting  several  weeks  for  the  news  to  reach  us 
by  letter  or  paper. 

Bea  and  I  just  got  back  from  Marama  and  a  visit  with 
Veda.  While  there,  we  went  through  the  dispensary  and 
saw  some  of  the  many  pitiful  cases  of  sickness.  Malnutri- 
tion seems  to  be,  along  with  poor  sanitation,  the  pre- 
dominant cause  of  death. 

All  of  our  freight  is  here  at  Garida  and  all  the  boxes 
seem  to  be  in  good  condition.  We  will  leave  for  Lassa 
Monday.  Both  of  us  are  getting  to  be  quite  chocolate- 
colored  in  complexion. 

Best  wishes  to  you  both  as  we  approach  the  Thanks- 
giving and  Christmas  Season.  We  will  endeavor  to  keep 
you  informed  of  the  happenings  and  progress  in  our  work. 
We  can  say  that  we  are  quite  happy  so  far  and  only  anx- 
ious to  get  settled  and  leara  the  language  so  that  we 
may  talk  with  the  natives. 

May  God  help  you  all  and  may  the  work  of  the  Mission 
Boaid    and   the    Brethren    Church   move   forward. 

Bob. 

In  a  more  recent  letter  fixjm  the  Bischofs,  they  ex- 
pressed a  desire  for  us  to  extend  to  all  of  the  Evangelist 
readers  and  other  friends  their  very  best  wishes  for  a 
Merry  Christmas  and  God's  blessings  on  all. 

A  REMINDER 

To  those  interested  in  corresponding  with  our  mission- 
aries, all  missionaries'  addresses  are  printed  on  page  68 
of  the  Brethren  Annual  number  of  the  Evangelist.  Note 
correction:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kenneth  Solomon  Apartado 
2240  San  Jose,  Costa  Rica,  Central  America.  The  others 
are  correct  as  listed. 

TAKEN   FROM   ONE  OF  THE  SOLOMON'S   LETTERS 

We  joined  the  other  Americans  here  in  a  Thanksgi\"ing 
service  at  the  "Church  of  the  Good  Shepheixl"  here  in  San 
Jose.  It  is  a  Protestant  Episcopal  church.  The  sei-vice  be- 
gan at  9:30  A.  M.  The  Language  School  choir,  of  which 
Jeannette  is  a  member,  sang  a  number  in  Spanish.  The 
ambassador  of  the  U.  S.  A.  read  Pi-esident  Truman's 
Thanksgi^^ng  Proclamation.  (We  met  him— the  ambas- 
( Continued  on  page  14) 
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The  Author,  Rev.  Fi^eeman  Ankrum,  standing  on  the  step  stone  of  the  founda- 
tion, of  the  "Little  Dunkard  Church"  on  the  Antietam  Battlefield. 


AS  WiE  STEPPED  UPON  the  large  blue  limestone 
threshold,  we  were  conscious  of  the  fact  that  it  was 
much  worn.  Worn  by  the  feet  of  departed  worshippers, 
curiosity  seekers  and  hosts  of  others  who  might  fall  into 
different  classes.  This  stone  has  been  in  the  same  posi- 
tion for  one  hundred  years,  having  been  placed  there  in 
1953  when  the  church  was  built.  Not  only  those  whose 
feet  had  worn  down  the  hard  stone  had  departed  but  the 
building  itself  had  joined  them.  On  that  May  day  in  1923 
when  the  elements  were  turbulent,  it  gave  way  to  the 
storm,  and  today  only  the  foundation  remains  upon  the 
knoll  by  the  side  of  the  "Shaipsburg  Pike."  It  awaits  the 
slow  hand  of  Federal  restoration. 

The  "Little  Ehinkard  Chui'ch,"  on  the  Antietam  battle- 
field Cannes  the  unique  distinction  of  being  bathed  in 
more  Civil  War  History,  and  incidentally  blood,  than  any 
other  church  of  its  day. 

Over  the  above  mentioned  threshold  passed  the  seven 
Deacons  who  had  a  pa)t  in  the  erection  of  the  church 
one  hundred  years  ago  this  year.  ITiey  were  Joseph  Wolf, 
John  S.  Reichard,  Samuel  Fahrney,  Jacob  Reichard,  Sam- 
uel Emmert,  John  W.  Stouffer  and  Valentine  Reichard. 
Samuel  Mumma,  the  man  who  owned  the  site  and  deeded 
it  to  the  above  mentioned  Deacons  stepped  upon  the  large 
blue  stone  step  .Over  thi.s  entered  'Elder  David  Long,  the 
Preacher  the  Sunflay  before  the  battle  in  September  1862. 
There  is  a  possibility  that  President  Lincoln  stepped  upon 
the  stone  on  his  visit  to  the  battlefield  in  October  follow- 
ing the  bloody  battle.  More  about  him  later.  The  names 
of  those  whose  feet  helped  to  wear  into  the  hard  surface, 
were  of  those  who  not  only  worshipped  here  but  also  wor- 
.shipped  at  the  Manor.  One  who  might  be  classed  as  more 
or  less  modem  was  the  faithful  John  Otto  of  Sharpsburg 
who  served  as  Pastor  for  some  time.  His  daughter,  Ruth, 
ia  a  present  resident  of  Sharpsburg  and  much  int<;rested 
in  the  histoiy  of  the  church. 

That  a  Church  dedicated  to  peace  and  good  will  to  all 
men  should  be  an  unwilling  witness  to  the  greatest  blood 


shed  brought  about  by  fratracidal  strife  in  this  Country 
is  indeed  ironical.  The  location  of  the  Church  was  on  the 
Hagerstown   Pike,   and   one  mile   North   of  the  little   old  ' 
village  of  Sharpsburg,  which  was  to  give  its  name  to  the 
battle  when  spoken  of  by  those  of  the   South.  This  vil- 
lage was  in  competition  with  Hagerstown  for  the  County 
seat,  losing  out  by  only  one  vote.  The  town  is  rich  in  his- 
tory and  waaf  laid  out  July  9,  1763  by  Joseph  Chapline. 
Here  James  Rumsey,  the  inventor  of  the  Steamboat  lived  I 
for   a   brief  period   of  time.    General    Braddock    stopped  i 
here  on  his  ill  fated  trip  to  Western  Pennsylvania.  Others 
who  occupied  impoitant  places  in  history  also  spent  time 
here    but    the    limitations    of   this     article    forbids    them 
space. 

The  day  of  the  battle,  the  white  painted  brick  church  i 
stood  on  the  East  side  of  the  "West  Woods/'  in  a  small 
open  space.  The  "West"  woods  covered  some  seventy- 
five  acres.  To  the  Eastward,  from  the  North,  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Sharpsburg  on  the  South  was  farming  land  oc- 
cupied by  the  Mummas,  Roulettes,  Pipers,  Millers,  Poffen- 
bergers  and  others.  The  Chuich  aroiind  which  the  most 
severe  fighting  occurred  and  around  which  the  tide  of 
battle  ebbed  and  flowed  was  within  the  Confederate  bat- 
tle lines.  Three  quarters  of  a  mile  North  upon  the  D.  R. 
Miller  farm,  the  first  Division  of  General  Mead's  Penn- 
sylvania Reserves  of  the  First  Corps  wasl  located,  with 
their  line  extending  acioss  the  Pike  toward  the  West 
into  the  Lochcr  Woods.  From  the  position  beyond  the 
the  farm  buildings  the  Confederates  were  driven  back  to 
the  Dunkard  Church.  Colonel  Hawley  of  the  12th  Penn- 
sylvania was  wounded  in  this  phase/  of  the  battle  and  was 
carried  into  the  Miller  house.  This  farm  is  now  owned 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Culler.  He  is  President  of  the 
Men's  .Bible  Class  of  the  St.  James  Brethren  Church  and 
she  is  a  Teacher  of  the  Teen  agera  in  the  Sunday  School. 
The  boys  uncover  from  time  to  time  relics  of  that  ter- 
rible struggle  of  some  ninety  years  ago. 

Some  changes  and  alterations  have  been  made  to  the 
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original  house  since  the  struggle  of  So  long  iigo.  The 
stone  walled  Spring  house  was  recently  torn  down  to 
make  way  for  the  widened  and  improved  Pike,  but  the 
Spring  from  which  the  Boys  in  Blue  and  the  Boys  in 
(!ra,y  carried  water  still  bubbles  forth  and  is  in  use  to- 
day. The  Hagersltown  Pike  was  built  about  the  year  185G 
and  was  nearly  a  new  ipike  when  the  battle  of  Antietam 
was  fought  and  the  immense  army  going  backward  and 
forward  over  it  nearly  ruined  it,  but  the  Company  re- 
ceived p,ay  for  its  damages  from  the   Government. 

A  large  wooded  section  north  of  the  Miller  or  Paul 
Culler  farm  adjoining  the  Poffenberger  farm  was  known 
as  the  "North  Woods."  The  "Bloody  Cornfield"  is  located 
upon  the  Paul  Culler  farm. 

When  the  Antietam  Battlefield  Association  or  Commis- 
sion some  time  after  the  close  of  the  War  was  marking 
or  locating  different  positions  of  both  armies,  General 
James  Longstreet  was  preaent.  A  local  man  asked  him 
what  he  and  his  men  on  the  left  of  their  line  in  the  rear 
of  the  Dunkard  Church  were  doing  on  the  18th,  the  next 
day  after  the  battle.  His  answer  was  that,  "they  weie 
cooking  coffee  and  getting  something  to  eat,  unconcerned 
about  anything."  Asked  where  he  and  his  officers  were 
when  his  horse  was  shot  out  from  under  him  he  answered, 
"by  a  board  fence  near  the  town." 

It  is  related  that  on  the  day  of  the  battle,  during  the 
hardest  fighting  near  the  D.unkard  Church  and  "Bloody 
Lane,"  a  man  with  a  two  horse  spring  wagon  came  to 
the  farm  and  drove  almost  to  where  the  Observation  tower 
stands  at  the  present  time  and  gave  a  number  of  Union 
soldiers  bread,  ham,  cakes  and  pies,  that  had  been  sent 
by  some  good  ladies,  but  no  one  knows  who  he  was  or 
where  he  came  from.  A  later  effort  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment to  locate  him  and  reward  him  for  his  brave  effort 
came  to  naught.  Could  he  have  been  a  member  of  the 
Historic  Church  who  did  not  believe  in  letting  his  right 
hand  know  what  his  left  one  did? 

During  the  summer  of  .1911  a  party  of  Confederate 
veterans,  came  to  visit  the  field,  among  whom  were  fol- 
lowers of  General  "Stonewall"  Jackson.  One  of  the  men 
stated  that  "he  was  asked  by  Jackson,  who  was  located  at 
the  Dunkard  Church  to  take  a  message  to  General  A.  P. 
Hill."  The  man  stated  that  before  he  left  General  Jack- 
son he  "gave  him  a  drink  of  milk  from  his  canteen  that 
he  had  jusit  milked  a  short  time  before  from  a  cow  back 
of  the  Dunkard  Church  woods."  One  of  the  Officea-s  who 
commanded  a  battery  posted  on  the  Mumma  farm  not  far 
from  a  grove  of  walnut  trees.  Major  Parker,  visited  the 
battle  field  in  1895.  He  with  four  others  went  to  the 
Dunkard  Church  and  then  over  to  where  their  batteries 
were  located.  All  knelt  down  in  the  shade  of  the  big  wal- 
nut trees  and  had  prayer.  One  present  said  "that  this  was 
the  only  time  that  this  was  done  in  his  thiity-five  years' 
experience  as  a  battlefield  guide." 

One,  a  Mr.  Martin  Snavely  of  the  John  Snavely  Belinda 
Springs  Farm,  said  that  "after  the  battle  he  hauled  a 
six-horse  wagon  load  of  coffins  containing  dead  soldiers 
to  Hagerstown,  all  of  which  had  been  embalmed  at  the 
Old  Dunkard  Church,  to  be  shipped  home  by  friends  who 
had  come  for  them."  Hagerstown  was  then  the  nearest 
railroad  station  for  the  North.  Mr.  Snavely  also  said  that 
"arms  and  legs,  were  piled  several  feet  high  at  the  Dunk- 
ard Church  window  where  the  amputating  tables  sat."  A 


veteran  visiting  the  field  later  said  that  "he  wa8  pasHing 
by  the  Church  when  an  officer  hailed  him  to  a.sKist  a  man 
loading  them  on  a  cart  to  haul  them  away  and  bury 
them."  Blood  stains  remain  to  this  day  upon  some  of  the 
furniture  of  the  Church  prcsei'ved  in  the  village  of  Sharps- 
burg. 

'JTie  hard  fought  .section  of  the  field  just  to  the  North 
of  the  Dunkard  Church,  known  as  the  "Bloody  Corn 
Field,"  was  a  portion  of  a  field  containing  50  acres,  12 
of  which  was  in  corn.  Nearly  every  charge  struck  this 
field  either  in  going  in  or  returning  and  the  corn  was 
fully  matured.  When  night  came  it  was  nearly  trampled 
to  pieces  and  nothing  but  the  stalks  remained.  Wheat  had 
been  in  the  middle  and  clover  in  the  south  side  of  this 
50  acre  field,  with  no  fencing  between.  This  gjound  was 
about  the  hardest  fought  over  of  any  on  the  battle  field; 
the  dead  lay  so  thick  from  the  Dunkard  Church  to  the 
East  woods  that  one  could  have  stepped  from  man  to 
man  without  stepping  on  the  ground.  Between  1200  and 
1500  were  buried  in  this  one  field. 

Only  a  scattering  of  trees  stand  today  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Dunkard  Church  site.  On  the  day  of  the  battle  and 
for  many  years  the  trees  were  numerous.  Bullets  were 
imbedded  in  the  trees  and  furnished  sport  for  the  small 
boy  as  well  as  the  curious  adult  to  dig  them  out.  Many 
of  the  tiees  were  shoin  of  their  branches  by  shells  and 
missiles  of  various  kinds,  leaving  a  stubby  appearance. 

One  writer  states,  "Mr.  Samuel  Mumma,  Jr.,  a  son  of 
Samuel  Mumma,  Sr.,  resided  in  the  Mumma  buildings 
near  the  Dunkard  Church  that  were  burned  by  the  Con- 
federates after  they  had  been  driven  from  them  to  pre- 
vent the  Union  sharpshooters  using  them." 

Mr.  Mumma  said  that  "everything  except  a  few  small 
trinkets  they  took  with  them  was  burned.  Some  of  the 
daughters,  Mrs.  Lizzie  Grove  of  this  place  ( Shai'psburg, 
Author)  and  Miss  AUie  Mumma,  said  that  when  they 
were  told  to  leave  a  Confedeiate  soldier  that  wanted  to  be 
gallant  offered  his  assistance  in  helping  them  over  the 
fence,  but  they  were  too  angry  because  they  had  to  leave 
and  refused  his  assistance."  They  went  to  the  Hocman 
farm  and  then  near  the  Manor  Church.  A  report  was  cir- 
culated that  the  Confederates  had  put  salt  in  the  spring 
at  the  farm,  but  Mr.  Mumma  said  his  father  had  been 
to  Hagerstown  the  day  before  and  brought  sevei-al  sacks 
of  salt  home  and  put  them  on  a  floor  above  the  spring 
and  when  the  building  burned  the  salt  fell  into  the  spring. 
Mr.  Mumma's  family  went  to  the  Sherrick  farm  after  the 
battle  to  live.  Buildings  now  replace  those  burned  dur- 
ing the  battle.  Young  Samuel  Mumma  said  that  his  father 
dragged  from  his  farm  55  horses  to  the  East  woods  whei-e 
they  were  burned.  One  battery  alone  had  26  hoi-ses  killed 
near  the  Dunkard  Church. 

A  prominent  present  Historian  of  Washington  County, 
E.  Russel  Hicks  states,  "On  October  1,  1S62,  President 
Lincoln  visited  General  McClelland,  still  at  Antietam.  He 
rode  out  to  the  little  Dunker  church  in  an  open  coach 
drawn  by  six  white  horses;  on  the  backs  of  each  was  a 
plumed  soldier.  Here  he  addressed  a  number  of  civilians 
and  reviewed  the  badly  shot  up  army.  Going  to  the  Hos- 
pitals, he  shook  hands  witn  those  wounded  who  were  able 
to  see  him.  In  one  of  the  hospitals  lay  a  number  of  Con- 
federates; when  he  asked  them  if  they  would  like  to  shake 
jiands  with  him  also,  they  said  they  would;  so  he  walked 
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among  them  and  shook  their  hands..  The  loss  of  both  llio 
L'nion  and  Confederate  forces  at  Antietani  totaled  more 
than  2?). 000  men  which  added  to  the  Harper's  Ferry  loss, 
runs  the  ivumber  to  about  40,000.  More  men,  however,  fell 
at  Gettysbuijr.  a  three  days'  battle;  out  of  Gettysburg 
can»e  Lincoln's  greatest  address  but  out  of  Antietani  came 
his   Emancipation    Proclamation." 

Inasmuch  as  the  Dunkard  Church  was  used  as  a  Hos- 
pital, and  Lincoln  traveled  the  roads  over  the  field  visit- 
ing the  wounded,  it  is  not  a  figment  of  the  imagination  to 
assume  that  Abraham  Lincoln,  that  day  dismounted  fiom 
his  carriage  and  stepping  upon  the  limesitone  step  entered 
the  shell  torn  and  blood  stained  Dunkard  Church.  Know- 
ing what  we  do  of  him,  he  could  be  pictured  as  giving 
hope  and  cheer  to  all  alike.  They  who  were  so  recently 
foes,  were  now  in  their  misery  and  suffering,  friends. 
The  plain  interior  of  the  Church  with  its  old-fashioned 
pulpit  and  unpainted  pine  benches  must  have  contrasted 
gieatly  in  the  eyes  of  Lincoln  with  the  luxurious  churches 
of  the  Capital  city  of  Washington,  where  he  habituallly 
worshipped. 

At  the  lEast  end  of  "Bloody  Lane,"  or  the  sunken  road 
and  a  short  distance  from  the  Dunkard  Church  site  stands 
a  iHoiie  Observation  tower.  This  tower  was  erected  quite 
some  time  agk)  and  offers  a  panoramic  view  of  the  bat- 
tle field.  From  its  eighty-five  foot  height  the  entire  battle- 
field of  Antietam  may  be  seen,  a  portion  of  South  Moun- 
tain battlefield,  Boonsboio,  and  four  states,  Maryland, 
Pennsylvania,  Virginia  and  West  Virginia.  The  view  from 
this  tower  is  classed  by  tourists  as  one  of  the  finest  to 
be  seen  in  this  section  of  Maryland. 

Other  churches  in  the  community  were  also  used  as 
hospitals,  among  which  was  the  little  stone  Episcopal 
Church,  St.  Marks,  which  still  stands  in  picturesque  gran- 
deur in  a  hardwood  grove  a  little  more  than  a  mile  South- 
east of  the  St.  James  Brethren  Church.  It  remained  how- 
ever for  the  Dunkard  church  to  be  more  frequently  men- 
tioned in  dispatches  and  to  be  the  goal  of  more  tourists 
while  it  stood,  than  any  other  church  connected  with  the 
battle.  Today  the  niUt  of  the  little  white  Church  is  sought 
out.  The  metal  marker  prepared  by  the  Government  and 
affixed  to  the  building  on  the  right  side  of  the  door  soon 
after  the  battle  stands  fixed  upon  a  post  within  the  foun- 
<Jation  of  the  Church.  This  is  to  be  placed  by  the  side  of 
the  door  when  the  Church  shall  be  restored.  Inside  the 
restoied  Church  will  be  displayed,  on  loan,  the  Bible  car- 
ried from  the  Church  following  the  battle  to  New  York 
state,  and  retumed  after  being  away  for  more  than  forty 
years,  'llie  Bible  is  now  being  caiefully  presei-ved  and 
cared  for  by  Dr.  W.  H.  Shealy,  of  Sharp.sburg,  President 
of   the    Wa.shington    County    Historical    Society. 

'Jhe  dimenBions  of  the  old  Church  were  35  by  40  feet. 
The  house  which  stood  upon  the  foundation  for  some  years 
since  the  Church  was  destroy&d  by  the  tornado,  has  been 
moved  from  the  foundation,  wh(  n  the  aite  was  purchased 
by  the  Washington  County  Historical  Society,  leaving  the 
foundation  as  was  constiucted  one  hundred  yeais  ago. 

Fate  plays  hard  to  understand,  if  there  is  such  a  thing 
as  Fate.  The  people  who  worshipped  here  in  the  little 
white  church  stood  committed  against  Slavery  and  War. 
Strange  indeed  that  the  battle  which  should  do  .so  much 
to  liberate  the  slaves  giving  them  their  freedom,  should 
almoiit  destroy  the  temple  wheie  freedom  of  slaves  was 


advocated,  when  th(>  cause  of  their  liberty  seemed  worse 
than  hopeless. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  writer  that  this  article  could 
be  no  better  ended  than  with  a  production  from  the  hand 
of  the  late  Elder  James  A.  Sell,  the  Poet  of  the  common 
man.  He  is  the  author  of  several  books  of  poems.  The 
one  we  use  was  named  by  him  "The  Hisitorical  Church." 

In  primal  days  this  house  was  built 

Wherein  to  worship  God. 
Within  this   refuge   young  and  old. 

In  solemn  silence  trod. 
They  came  to  hear  God's  word  proclaimed, 

That  tells  to  one  and  all 
How  the  whole  world  was  plunged  in  sin 

By  Adam's  dreadful  fall. 

The  weary  souls  on  Sabbath  days 

Came  here  for  peace  and  rest. 
They  sang  their  song^  in   solemn   strains 

And  found  their  souls  were  blest. 
They  could  not  draw  the  veil  aside 

To  see  what  is  before, 
Or  tell   when   they   should   reach  the  place 

Where  trouble  comes  no  more. 

The   clouds    of   war   o'er  cast   the    land 

And  armies  marshalled  here, 
And   'midst  the  din   and  clash   of  arms 

They  faced  the  battle  drear. 
When  cannon  belched  their  red-hot  breath 

And  poured  their  shells  and  balls. 
The  sentries  found  a  hiding  place 

Behind   its   sheltering  walls. 

The  war  horse  left  his  cruel  scars 

Upon  this  shrine  of  peace, 
That  muttly  pleads  in  plaintive  tones 

For  strife  and  war  to  cease. 
The  ones  who  stand  for  peace  on  earth 

And  freedom  for  the  slave, 
Will,  in  better  days  to  come, 

Be  called  the  true  and  brave. 

This  temple  now  in  ruin  lies 

Uipon  a  lonely  hill. 
The  influence  of  its  d^y  and  time 

The  world  can  never  kill. 
Its  storm-tossed  roof  and  shattered  walls — 

Memorials  of  the   past — 
Are  pointing  to  a  better  day, 

When  peace  shall  reign  at  last. 

St.  James,  Maryland. 

.I..I..;..I..I..i..i..i,;..i-i..i-i-i,i..|-i..i,i..I..l..I..I..I..l..i..i..I..t,|,|-I,I..I,|,H,t..|,l. 

Who  can  tell  what  tremendous  consequences  rnay  hang 
on  our  "Not  as  I  will,  but  as  Thou  wilt." 

The  minister  would  rather  have  a  sei-vice  with  you  than 
over   you. 

No  matter  how  handsome  or  how  homely  you  are,  you 
still   look  better  when  you  Smile. 
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(Continued   from    page   2) 


Willi  complete  his  work  of  training  this  new  Editoi',  iind 
then,  with  his  ever  faithful  help-meet,  will  go  to  P"'loiida 
to  live.  It  is  no  secret  that  even  though  "retiring,"  that 
he  plans  to  turn  his  attention  to  the  starting  of  a  new 
lirethren  work  there.  The  field  is  open  and  promising. 
l!y  our  lequest,  he  will  also  continue  to  write  the  w'eekly 
Sunday  School  lesson  comitients  for  the  Evangelist. 

You  have  done  well!,  Sei-v,ant  of  God.  We  pray  that  the 
Lord  might  continue  to  be  good  to  you  and  yours,  bless- 
ing you  all  ,as  you  lay  down  this  sceptor,  to  take  up  a 
lu  w  and  peihaps  an  even  greater  challenge — that  of  or- 
Kanizing  and  developing  a  new  outlet  of  the  Gospel  mes- 
sage— a  new  Brethren  Church  in  Florida.  The  prayers  and 
the  blessings  of  the  new  lEditor,  the  Staff  of  the  Pub- 
lishing House,  and  tlie  membership  of  the  Brethren 
Church,  go  with  you.  We  say,  "Thanks,"  and  "May  God 
bless  you!" 


Itemfi  of  General  Interest 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 

Tape  Recorder.  Rev.  .Black  reports  recent  prayer  meet- 
ing attendances  as  26,  25,  and  35,  over  a  three  week  pe- 
riod. 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  Word  comes  to  us  from  Goshen 
that  Mrs.  Anna  Stuckman,  wife  of  the  late  Rev.  Harley 
Stuckman,  passed  to  the  life  eternal  Friday,  December 
26th,  following  a  light  stroke  and  exposure.  Mrs.  Stuck- 
man was  at  one  time  the  house  mother  for  the  Girl's 
Dormitory  at  Ashland  College.  The  sympathies  of  the 
Brotherhood  and  her  many  fiiends  goes  out  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  family.  A  full  obituary  \\ill  appear  soon  in 
the  EVANGELIST. 

SOUTH  BEND,  INDIANA.  From  Brother  M.  A.  Stuck- 
ey's  bulletin  we  learn  that  the  Brethreij  Youth  Cruasders 
conducted  the  Christmas  Eve  devotional  program.  Three 
young  people  recently  accepted  Christ  in  the  South  Bend 
Church.  Their  ages  were  20  years,  17  years,  and  10  years. 
A  very  fine  piogram  of  Christmas  music  was  presented 
on  December  21st  by  the  Junior  and  Chorister  Choirs,  so- 
loists, and  instrumentalists.  A  flannelgraph  study  was 
also  given. 

PERU,  INDIANA.  "A  wonderful  crowd"  is  the  way 
Biother  J.  Milton  .Bowman  describes  the  attendance  at  a 
i-Gcent  weekly  Bible  Study  Service.  This  is  an  encourag- 
ing sign  in  these  days  when  so  many  churches  find  it  dif- 
ficult to  maintain  a  Mid-week  service.  The  Brethren  Youth 
Crusaders  and  the  lEver  Faithful  Sunday  School  Class 
participated  in  Christmas  Caroling  the  Sunday  evening 
piior  to  Christmas. 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  The  Laymen  sponsored  a  New 
Year's  Eve  Party  which  took  the  form  of  a  carry-in  sup- 
pt  )•  and  reception  for  the  new  Pastor,  Rev.  Robert  K. 
Higgins,  and  his  family. 

NAPPANEE,  INDIANA.  Varied  times  have  been  noted 


foi-  the  holrling  of  the  traditional  Carol  and  Candi'-light- 
ing  services  in  our  chuiches.  The  Nappanee  Church,  under 
Brother  Virgil  E.  Meyer,  cho.se  to  hold  theirs  on  Decem- 
bei-  21st,  from  4:00  to  5:00  P..M.,  which,  we  fe<-\  .sure, 
turned  out  to  Ix;  an  ideal  time,  making  it  poHsibie  for  the 
Brethi'en  and   the  community  people  to  attend. 

OAKVILLE,  INDIANA.  The  Brethren  Home,  at  Flora, 

wlas  the  lecipient  of  Christmas  gifts  and  fof>d  donation.s 
from  the  Oakville  Church,  delivered  by  the  Pa.sUjr,  Rev. 
Jhight    Hanna   and    a    number   of   the   Oakville    mernber-s. 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  The  job  of  converting 
the  Church  heating  system  from  coal  to  oil  has  been  com- 
pleted. A  Watch  night  service  was  held  from  8  to  12  on 
New  Yea)'s  Eve.  Brother  Rowsey  u.sed  an  unique  idea 
in  dividing  up  the  time,  as:  "Fun,  8  to  10;  Food  and  fel- 
lowship,  10  to   11;   and  Faith,   11   to   12." 

LANARK,  ILLINOIS.  The  Builder's  Class  spent  con- 
siderable time  in  packing  canned  goods  and  other  ailicles 
into  Christmas  baskets  for  the  needy  people  of  the  Church 
and  Community.  This  method  of  celebrating  Christmas  is 
ti-aditional  and  ancient  in  the  Christian  Church,  but  is 
certainly  needed  as  much  today  as  it  has  ever  been.  The 
gospel  of  Christ  can  certainly  be  preached  through  a  well- 
filled  basket  from  the  Church  to  a  needy  family. 

The  United  Workers  Class  pieced  and  tied  six  quilt? 
during  1952  for  our  Kentucky  Mission  Class  at  Lost  Creek. 

UDELL,  IOWA.  The  Young  Adult  Class  and  the  Junior 
Choir  combined  their  efforts  and  presented  a  beautiful 
candlelight  vesper  service  at  2:45  P.  M.,  on  December 
21st.  Here  is  another  instance  where  we  believe  that  the 
time  of  the  service  was  set  so  as  to  make  the  service 
available  to  the  greatest  number  of  church  and  commun- 
ity people. 

B  other  Francis  .Berkshire,  Pastor,  announced  the  com- 
ing of  Jean  and  Doc  Shank  for  December  28th.  This  cou- 
ple is  in  preparation  at  Concordia  Seminary,  in  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  for .  missionary  work  in  the  Philippine  Islands. 
Jean  and  Doc  are  recent  graduates  of  Ashland  Seminary. 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  The  Waterloo  Candlelight  Ser- 
vice was  held  at  4:00  P.  M..  December  21st.  The  Chuich 
Choir  presented  a  15  minute  program  of  Christmas  music 
on  December  24th  at  9:15  P.  M.,  over  Waterloo  Radio 
KWWL  in  cooperation  with  11  other  church  choirs  of  the 
city  in  a  broadcast  which  lasted  from  7  to  10  o'clock. 

MANTECA,  CALIFORNIA.  From  the  bulletin  of  Rev. 
J.  Wesley  Piatt,  we  learn  that  the  Northern  California 
District  Conference  will  be  held  in  the  First  Brethren 
Church  in  Stockton,  from  January  29th  through  Febru- 
ary 1,  1953.  Conference  Theme  is:  "Not  by  might  nor  by 
power,  but  by  my  Spirit,  saith  the  Loi-d."  Zecliariah  4:6. 

Watch  night  service  was  held  by  the  Brethren  Berean 
Band  in  the  Stockton  Brethren  Church  from  9:30  to 
midnight  on  Oeceniber  31st,  with  Brother  Cecil  Johnson 
biinging  the  message. 


Why   worry  about   what   THEY   SAY   if  your  all  is   on 
the   altar  and   in   the   Lord's  hands  ? 

If  we  will  venture  forth  into  the  Inner  Chamber,  the 
Holy  Ghost  will  make  it  an  AD-VEXTURE. 


PAGE  TWELVK 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


Topic  fior  January  18,  19r>2 

THE  LIGHT  OF  THE  WORLD 

John  8:12 

HAVE  YOU  EVER  THOUGHT  what  it  would  be  like 
to  be  blind?  You  would  never  see  the  blue  skies,  nor 
the  fleecy  clouds,  the  beautiful  flowers,  the  green  grass 
and  trees.  You  would  never  know  what  your  mother  looked 
like  or  your  father  or  your  sisters  or  brothers.  It  would 
be  very  sad  indeed  to  be  blind,  wouldn't  it? 

1.  PHYSICAL  .BLINDNESS.  Yet  we  see  that  there  are 
many,  many  people  in  the  world  today  who  are  blind. 
When  Jesus  lived  on  earth,  thei-e  were  many  people  who 
were  also  blind.  When  Jesus  thought  of  such  people,  His 
heart  was  full  of  love  and  compassion.  He  did  something 
for  them.  Wherever  He  went  throughout  the  land,  peo- 
ple brought  their  loved  ones  and  friends  to  Him.  He 
made  the  blind  to  SEE.  According  to  God's  Word  in  the 
Book  of  Mark,  Chapter  10:46-52,  Jesus,  by  a  word  of 
divine  power,  gave  sight  to  a  man  that  was  blind.  This 
particular  miracle  is  a  familiar  parable  of  the  saving 
woik  of  Christ,  who  opens  the  eyes  of  the  understanding 
and  gives  spiritual  sight  to  those  who  need  to  see  life 
clearly,  with  its  duties  and  its  demands  and  its  problems, 
in  relation  to  man  and  to  God.  Here  we  see  a  picture 
of  pitiful  need:  "a  blind  beggar,"  poor  and  helpless  be- 
cause blind,  with  none  to  sympathiz^e  and  none  to  aid; 
and  there  is,  in  contrast,  the  majestic  form  of  the  Mas- 
ter passing  near,  but  passing  for  the  last  time  able  to 
heal  if  only  He  can  be  reached.  However  we  see  that 
Bartimaeus  not  only  believed  that  the  Loi'd  Jesus  could 
give  him  his  sight,  but  also  that  Jesus  was  God's  Son, 
and  that  believing  he  might  have  eternal  life 

2.  ANOTHER  KIND  OF  BLINDNESS.  There  is  an- 
other kind  of  blindness  besides  the  physical.  Those  who 
have  never  taken  the  Lord  Jesus  as  their  Saviour  are 
like  blind  people.  They  are  walking  in  darkness.  People 
who  are  walking  in  darkness  can  never  find  the  way. 
Those  who  are  blindc-d  by  their  sins  can  never  find  their 
way  to  God.  But,  JESUS  IS  THE  LIGHT  OF  THE 
WORLD,  and  if  people  will  come  to  Him,  He  will  take 
them  to  God;  for  He  not  only  .shows  the  way,  He  is  the 
way. 

3.  ONE  LATE  AFTERNOON  a.s  the  sun  was  setting, 
aome  missionaries  .stepped  into  a  motor  boat  to  return 
to  their  work  among  the  Indians  on  the  other  shore  of  a 
large  Lake.  As  the  boat  moved  slowly  over  the  water 
they  watched  the  setting  sun  and  saw  the  day  slip  away 
and  night  come  on-  At  last  all  the  light  of  day  had  dis- 
appeared, and  all  was  darkness.  Theie  were  no  stars,  no 
moon  to  guide  them.  They  could  not  go  on,  for  they 
could  not  see  their  way  althougb  they  were  nearly  at 
the  dock.  Without  light  they  were  helplessly  lost.  One 
of   the    missionaries   began    calling,   calling   for   a   light. 


The  cries  reached  the  ears  of  the  Indians  in  their  huts. 
One  by  one  the  Indians  came  down  to  the  dock,  holding 
high  their  lighted  torches.  There  was  light!  The  missie)n- 
aries  were  then  able  to  come  to  the  dock  safely.  How 
many  have  found  the  Master  able  and  willing  to  give 
spiritual  vision;  their  eyes  have  been  opened  to  see  things 
unseen  and  eternal,  to  follow  the  Master  with  joyful 
footsteps  as  they  journey  toward  the  celestial  city  where 
they  wall  see  the  King  in  His  beauty,  and  will  be  like 
Him  when  they  see  Him  as  He  is. 

4.  A  MAN  BORN  BLIND.  There  was  another  blind 
man  whom  Jesus  healed.  This  man  was  not  only  blind, 
but  he  was  also  blinded  by  sins.  After  the  Lord  gave 
him  sight.  He  said  to  him,  "Dost  thou  believe  on  the 
Son  of  God?"  The  man  answered,  "Who  is  he.  Lord,  that 
I  might  believe  on  him?"  And  Jesus  said  unto  him,  "Thou 
hast  both  seen  him,  and  it  is  he  that  talketh  wdth  thee." 
In  other  words  Jesus  was  saying,  "I  am  the  Son  of  God." 
And  the  man  said,  "Lord,  I  believe."  "And  he  worshipped 
Him."    (John  9:35-38.) 

5.  MOST  IMPORTANT  OF  ALL,  the  miracle  is  an 
acted  parable  of  the  life  that  issues  from  faith  in  Christ, 
the  life  of  spiritual  illumination  and  moral  vision,  indi- 
cated by  the  great  word  of  the  Master,  "S  am  the  Light 
of  the  wtorld."  To  Jesus  the  blind  man  was  a  picture  of 
"the  world"  in  its  moral  poverty  and  spiritual  blindness, 
and  His  word  was  a  claim  that  He  was  to  give  light  and 
vision  to  all  who  would  trust  in  Him.  He  was  saying  ,too, 
that  it  was  not  His  words  and  teachings  which  were  to 
be  the  source  of  such  blessing,  but  His  divine  Person: 
"I  am  the  Light."  He  was  not  merely  "a  prophet,"  He 
was  the  Messiah,  the  "Sent  One  of  God,"  the  Saviour. 
This  marvelous  claim  is  further  emphasized  by  His  act. 
Jesus  finds  the  lonely  outcast,  and  leads  him  into  more 
perfect  light  until,  as  the  scene  closes,  we  can  find  the 
man  worshiping  Jesus  as  the  Son  of  God. 

6.  WE  CAN  SEE!  In  excommunicating  the  man  who 
had  been  born  blind,  the  Pharisees  had  given  an  example 
of  their  exercise  of  self-assumed  authority.  They  were 
unauthorized  rulers;  Chiist  was  the  Messiah.  The  true 
people  of  God  were  dissatisfied  with  the  Jewish  leaders, 
and,  like  the  man  born  blind,  were  ready  to  follow  Jesus. 
How  then  can  faith  be  developed;  how  can  "they  that  see 
not  .  .  .  see?"  We  can  see  by  imitating  the  man  born 
blind,  by  listening  to  the  words  of  promise  which  Christ 
has  spoken,  by  obeying  His  commands  however  strange, 
and  by  having  the  courage  to  hold  to  our  convictions  in 
the  face  of  reputed  "wise  men."  Young  people,  be  walling 
to  suffer  for  His  sake  and  your  spiritual  sight  vnll  be 
strengthened,  light  will  be  cast  on  life's  mysteries,  and 
you  will  find  Jesus  to  be  indeed  "THE  LIGHT  OF  THE 
WORLD." 


Don't  Forget  The  March 

Of  Dimes 

During  January 
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IPrayer  1/fleeting 
Studies 


THE  ONLY   SPECIFIC   FOR   SIN 

TNTERWOVEN  IN  THE  SCRIPTURES  from  Genesis 
(3:21)  to  Revelation  1:5,  6)  is  a  scarlet  thread.  To 
overlook  this  scarlet  thread  is  to  have  no  Christianity 
(Heb.  9:22).  It  is  the  only  way  for  the  discharging  of 
the  penalty  of  sin  (Matt.  26:28).  There  is  only  one  blood 
that  will  atone  for  sin  (1  John  1:7).  The  blood  of  the 
soldier  slain  on  the  battlefield,  and  thei  martyr  of  the 
Christian  ca.use  can  furnish  no  redemption  (Eph.  1:7;  Col. 
1:14).  Only  the  blood  typical  of  the  blood  "that  flowed 
from  Ishmael's  veins"  made  the  death  angel  pass  over 
the  homes  of  the  Israelites  in  Egypt  (Exodus  12:13). 

"Judgment  is  coming,  all  will  be  there. 
Who  have  rejected,  who  have  refused; 
Oh,   sinner,  hasten,   let  Jesus  in, 
Then  God  will  pass,  will  pass  over  you. 

When  I  see  the  blood, 

I    will    pass    over    you." 

The  scarlet  line  in  Rahab's  window  (Joshua  2:18,  19; 
6:24,   25)    emphasizes   the   same   truth. 

The  universal  necessity  for  the  shedding  of  the  blood 
of  the  Lamb  of  God  puts  all  humanity  on  the  same  level 
(Rom.  3:23).  Know  that  there  is  something  awful  to  save 
men  from  by  observing  the  word  "perish"  in  John  3:16.  Cal- 
vary is  a  censurable  farce  without  the  tragedy  and  neces- 
sity of  it  (John  3:36;  Rom.  3:25).  It  is  God's  estimate 
of  the  shed  blood  of  Christ  that  counts  (1  Cor.  5:7).  The 
blood  represents  life  (Gen.  9:4;  Lev.  17:11\  The  law 
demanded  obedience  or  death  (Gal.  3:10).  Christ,  the  Son 
of  God,  without  sacrificing  His  deity,  became  the  Son  of 
man  (Heb.  2:14,  16),  and  without  sin  furnished  both  obe- 
dience for  Himself  and  death  for  us. '  He  kept  the  law 
perfectly,  and  died  for  us  as  law  breakers  (Rom.  4:25). 
In  Himself  Christ  gave  His  life  (Gal.  1:4;  Titus  2:14). 
He  gave  His  life  by  shedding  His  blood  (Heb.  9:12-14). 
He  substituted  His  righteous  life  for  our  unrighteous  life 
since  one  sinner  cannot  die  for  another  but  must  die  for 
himself  (Rom.  5:9). 

It  is  believers  who  have  redemption  through  Christ's 
shed  blood  (Rom.  5:1;  1  Peter  1:18,  19;  Heb.  9:12;  Rev. 
5:9).  It  is  believers  who  have  forgiveness  of  sins  (Eph. 
1:7;  Col.  1:14).  Only  believers  have  justification,  and 
that  is  through  faith  in  the  shed  blood  of  God's  Son  (Rom. 
3:25,  26;  5:9).  Christ  made  peace  for  believers  through 
the  blood  of  His  cross  (Col.  1:20).  Believers  are  "made 
nigh"  to  God  through  faith  in  the  blood  (Eph.  2:13;  Heb. 
10:19).  Believers  have  cleansing  "from  all  sin"  (1  John 
1:7;  Heb.  9:14;  Rev.  7:14).  Believers  overcome  Satan  "by 
the  Wood  of  the  Lamb"  (Rev.  12:11).  The  Church  is  pur- 
chased with  Christ's  owti  blood  (Acts  20:28).  As  Eve  came 
from  Adam's  side  (Gen.  2:21)  so  the  Church  as  the  Bride 
of   Christ    (1    Cor.    15:45-47)     came    from    the    wounded 


side  of  Christ  (John  19:34).  Wr;  are  fearfully  warned 
against  regarding  Christ's  Hhf;d  blood  aH  an  unholy  thing 
lest  we  do  "despite  unU;  the  Spirit  of  grace"  (Heb.  10: 
28-31). 

"Precious  is   the   blood  of  the   Lamb  I 

Truly  shed  for  one  and  for  all, 

Sinful  and  dffiled  tho'  we  be, 

We  tollim   for  mercy  may  call; 

Jesus'  blood  has  power  to  renew  us, 

Jesus'    blood    has    virtue    to   save, 

Christ  died  on  Calvary  dif  d  to  set  us  free, 

To  redeem  the  lost  His  life  He  gave. 

.Blessed   be   the   blood,   blessed  be  the  blood, 

For  it  washeth  whiter  than  the  snow." 

Christ's  blood  is  the  price  Heaven  paid  to  buy  back  us 
who  had  sold  ourselves  for  worse  than  naught  ( 1  Peter 
1:18,  19  . 


Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vanator 

Lesson  for  January  18,   1952 
FROM  VISION  TO   SERVICE 
Lesson:  Matthew  17:1-8,  14-18 

EACH  OF  US  have  had,  at  one  time,  or  another,  a 
mountain  top  experience.  We  have  said,  like  Peter 
of  old,  "Let's  stay  right  here  and  continue  the  happiness 
and  joy  -of  this  moment."  But  while  we  are  on  this  moun- 
tain top  we  forget  the  hard  climb  which  brought  us  there 
and  also  fail  to  realize  that  there  remains  work  for  us 
in  the  valley  into  which  we  must   eventually  descend. 

The  disciples  of  Jesus  should  have  learned  some  lessons 
which  would  stand  them  in  good  stead  as  they  were  com- 
pelled to  return  to  the  valley  below.  Remember  that  Je- 
sus had  been  teaching  them  that  He  is  to  suffer  death 
on  the  cross — not  so  much  by  direct  woi-d,  as  by  infer- 
ence. Also  recall  that  the  disciples  had  an  altogether 
different  conception  of  the  work  Jesus  had  come  to  ac- 
complish than  really  was  embodied  in  His  coming  to  the 
earth  as  their  Messiah. 

If  we  hold  these  things  in  mind,  we  can  better  under- 
stand the  attitude  of  both  those  who  had  been  chosen  to 
accompany  Jesus  on  this  mountain-top  experience — Peter. 
James  and  John — and  also  the  disciples  who  were  left  at 
the  foot  of  the  mountain  where  they  met  as  equally  a 
difficult   problem    as    did   those   who   went   with  Jesus. 

Most  difficulties  in  life  come  from  misunderstanding. 
Had  the  disciples  been  able  to  fully  comprehend  all  that 
the  coming  of  Jesus  to  earth  meant,  they  would  not  have 
found  themselves  so  often  doubting,  sometimes  stumbling 
over  matters  tiiat  seemed  so  remote  from  their  cherished 
ideas  of  the  IMessiah,  many  times  ready  to  turn  away 
from  Him  when  His  woi'ds  gave  a  distinct  spiritual  tone 
when   thev   were   thinking   in   terms   of  the   material. 
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Wo  find  this  to  be  true  in  our  present  lesson.  On  the 
mountain  top.  the  chosen  three  were  in  the  presence  of 
a  high  spiritual  atmosphere,  so  wondo  ful  tliat  they 
sought  to  combine  it  with  their  material  idea  of  wor- 
ship. "Let  us  build  tabernacles" — material  places  of  wor- 
ship— forgetting  that  Jesus  had  taught  that  "God  is  a 
Spirit,  and  they  which  worship  Him  must  worship  him  in 
spirit  and  in  truth."."  Those  in  the  valley  were  attempt- 
ing to  reach  spiritual  heights  through  material  pioo(,sses, 
forgetting  that  "prayer  and  fasting"  were  more  impor- 
tant than  the  mere  ability  to  heal  and  cast  out  devils. 

Somehow  it  seems  that  we,  too,  have  failed  to  learn 
the  gi'eat  lessons  found  in  the  words  of  Jesus,  "I  am 
come  that  they  might  have  life,  and  have  it  more  abun- 
dantly." We  fail  to  realize  that  our  everyday  life  is  an 
important  link  in  the  chain  of  circumstances  which  we 
are  bound  to  meet  as  we  travel  life's  highway.  Trained 
though  we  may  be  in  the  great  questions  of  the  day,  we 
must  always  remember  that  the  greatest  question  is  the 
one  which  we  ourselves  must  personally  answer  to  the 
Loi-d's  query,  "Will  you  be  My  disciple  after  the  man- 
ner  L   your    Master,   desire?" 

Until  our  vision  is  really  turned  to  service,  we  have 
failed  to  understand  the  meaning  of  our  lives.  We  arc 
really  "saved  FOR  Service."  Truly  we  can  bring  our  lives 
into  real  sen-ice  for  Christ  when  we  can  "Lift  up  our 
eyes   and   see  Jesus   Onlv." 


Missionary  Page 

(Continued) 


.'^ador — the    other    day    by    chance;    he    is    very    nice    and 
friendly — quite   elderly). 

Then  a  Dr.  Maivin  F.  Pitman  gave  the  address.  We 
had  a  very  light  lunch  just  now  (12:00  noon)  and  will 
have  "Tom"  turkey  tonight  at  4:00.  One  of  our  teachers 
(a  national)  is  to  be  our  guest.  He  is  not  married  and 
his  family  or  relatives  are  not  living  here;  so  we  invited 
him  in  to  dinner.  Then  tonight  we  will  view  slide  pictures 
of  missionary  wo)k  in  CTiina,  presented  by  the  mission- 
ary from  there  that  is  living  with  us  now.  We  will  also 
have  a  devotional  service  and  hope  it  will  influence  the 
two  sons  and  one  daughter  of  our  maid,  for  we  invited 
them.  The  daughter  has  been  attending  Protestant  ser- 
vices with  us  and  likes  them;  .so  we  hope  to  witness  her 
conversion  soon.  (That  is,  the  Protetsant  services  in  Span- 
ish). Plea.se  pray  with  us  for  her,  her  biothers,  and  our 
maids,   one   of  which    is   theii-   mother. 
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Some  Corrections 

For  Your  Annual  Number 


From  time  to  time  we  receive  changes  of  addi-ess, 
changes  of  officials,  and  also  our  attention  is  called  to 
errors  which  some  way  o  ■  other  slipped  through  at  the 
time  of  the  printing  of  the  l!i:>2-53  Annual  Number  of 
the   BRPJTHREN   EVANGPXLST.   These  we   wi.sh   to  cor- 


rect as  they  come  to  us.  We  note  the  following  as  they 
arc   before  us  at  this  writing: 

Page  57:  Change  the  W.  M.  S.  Mid-West  District  W. 
M.  S.  Vice  President  to  Mis.  Lucille  Davis,  Mulvane,  Kan- 
sas. 

Page  58:  Replace  "Pastorate  Vacant"  with  the  name  of 
J.  Ray  Klingensmith  who  is  taking  over  that  work  at 
about  this  time.  His  Washington  address  is  not  in  our 
hands  as  yet. 

Page  5i):  Complete  the  address  of  Brother  Ralph  Mills, 
Pittsburgh  pastor  by  adding  "Dearborn  Street"  after  the 
5002. 

Page  fil:  Replace  "Pastorate  Vacant"  with  the  nani(>  of 
Robert  K.  Higgins,  1135  Middlebury  St.,  Elkhart,  Indiana, 
pastor. 

Page  66:  Change  A.  B.  Cover's  street  address  to  1068 
West  57th   Street. 

Page  06:  Change  W.  S.  Benshoff's  residence  address 
to  i)07  Claremont  Avenue,  Ashland,  and  add  his  office 
address  as  524   College  Avenue. 

Page  67:  Change  Lester  Myers'  street  address  to  7219 
South  Kedzie. 

Page  67:  Mark  R.  R.  Teeter  as  Deceased. 

Page  68:  The  address  of  Brother  and  Sister  Kenneth 
Solomon  should  read  Apartado  2240  instead  of  240  as  it 
appears. 

Page  69:  Replace  the  Cumberland,  Md.,  W.  M.  S.  Presi- 
dent with  Mrs.  F.  J.  Beachley,  801  Hill  Top  Diive,  Cum- 
berland. 

They  also  report  Harry  Nealis,  Route  3 — Mason  Rd., 
Cumbeiland,  Md.  as  Layman  President  and  Jackie  Raw- 
lings,  Apt.  15-D,  Jane  Frazier  Village,  Cumberland,  as 
.Brotherhood   President. 

Other  Changes  will  be  noted  from  time  to  time  in 
these  columns.  Be  sure  to  eithei'  cut  this  out  and  paste 
it  in  your  annual  or  make  notations  there  of  these 
changes.  Keep  your  annual  number  up-to-date. 

ANOTHER  SORT  OF  CORRECTION 

We   received  the  following  from  Brother  Gilmer,  rela- 
tive to  an   evident  error  in   one   of  his    prayer    meeting! 
topics,  entitled  "Do  You  Want  to  Be  Holy?"  which  was 
in  the  November  22,  1952  issue.  There  weie  two  of  these] 
which   we   feel   should   be  corrected   to   avoid,  as  brotheii 
(iilmer    suggests,    "stumbling,    misgivings    or    criticism. 'j 

1.  "The  'sinner'  is   subject  to   Christ,  His   Church,  anc 
His  Spirit,"  should  read  "The  'saint'  is  subject  to  ChristJ 
etc." 

2.  "The  Church  is  'unregenerated'  mankind  in  the  pos^ 
Ki.ssion,  control  and  use  of  Christ,"  but  should  read,  "The 
Church  is  'regenerated'  mankind  in  the  possession,  etc.'^ 

We  are  s-orry  this  error  crept  in  and  apologize  ta 
liiother  Gilmer,  who  is  and  has  been  a  most  efficient 
wiitei'  of  these  Prayermeeting  Topics.  F.  C.  V. 


Face   your  deficiencies  and  acknowledge  them;   but  d^i 
not  let  them  master  you.  Let  them  teach  you   patience 
sweetness,  insight. 
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Presentinf,^ 

The 

Brighton 

Indiana 

Pastor 


Rev.  Brice  Fennig 

While  the  announcement  of  the  ordination  of  Brother 
Brice  Fennig  was  made  thiough  the  columns  of  the  Evan- 
gelist some  time  ago,  at  that  time  we  did  not  have  a  pic- 
ture of  him  from  which  we  could  make  a  cut.  However 
we  want  you  to  learn  to  know  him  better  and  to  be  able 
to  recognize  him  when  you  meet  him.  So  the  above  is  his 
likeness  and  we  want  to  apologize  to  him  for  the  seem- 
ing delay  in  its  printing. 

We  hear  good  reports  of  his  work  with  the  .Brighton 
Chui'ch,  which  church  has  now  become  a  full  time  resi- 
dent charge.  We  also  learn  that  his  good  wife  is:  of  great 
help  in  the  work  of  the  church. — F.  V. 


Galled  To   The  flflinistry 


Robert  L.  Huse  of  near  Escalon  was  elected  to  the  miii- 
iatry  of  the  Gospel  by  the  First  Brethren  Church  of  Man- 


teca,  California  October  H,  \'.)i)2,  canying  out  the  prac- 
tice of  the  church  to  licenHe  young  pf;ople  in  its  mem- 
ber«hip  who  show  an  inclination  for  that  kind  of  work. 
Later,  if  .such  young  people  .show  continued  interest 
and  prepaiation  for  such  work,  after  examination  by  the 
(iistiict  ministerial  examining  board  and  it.s  recommen- 
dation, such  young  people  are  then  ordained  to  the  offic'- 
of  the  minister  or  elde)-.  In  the  flection  of  Robert  J^Hicr 
Huse,  the  Manteca  Hiethrcn  Church  has  contiibuted  itfi 
sixth    member   to   the    ministry. 

Robert  Huse  is  the  youngest  .son  of  Mis.  Kstelle  M. 
Hu.sc  of  Ripon  and  bi-other  of  Horace  Elmer  Huse,  who 
is  now  completing  his  seventh  year  in  Ashland  College 
and  Seminary  in  A.shland,  Ohio,  and  who  was  oidained 
about  a  year  ago.  Another  brother,  Donald  Huse,  helps 
operate  the  home  ranch. 

Robert  is  now  enrolled  in  Pacific  Bible  College  at  Azu- 
sa. 


How  About 

Your  Offerings?  ? 


THE  EDUCATIONAL  DAY  OFFERING 

Make  checks  to  Ashland  College,  and  send  to  Ashland 
College,  Ashland,  Ohio,  and  mark  on  Envelope  "Educa- 
tional Day  Offering." 

HOME  MISSION  OFFERING 

Make  checks  to  the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren 
Church,  and  address  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren 
Church,  524  College  Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio. 

WHITE  GIFT  OFFERING 

Make  checks  to  Henry  Bates,  Treasurer  of  National 
Sunday  School  Assn.,  and  address  to  Prof.  Henry  Bates. 
.\shland   College,   Ashland,   Ohio. 

PUBLICATION    DAY   OFFERING 

Make  checks  to  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company,  and 
address  The  .Brethren  Publishing  Company.  524  College 
Avenue,  Ashland,   Ohio. 

BENEVOLENT  OFFERING 

(For  Brethren's  Home  and  Retired  Ministers'  Fundi 
Make  checks  payable  to  L.  V.  King,  Treasurer,  and  ad- 
dress Rev.  L.  V.  King,  1033  E.  ]\Iain  St.,  Louisville.  Ohio. 

FOREIGN  MISSIONARY  OFFERING 

(Easter) 

Make  checks  to  The  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren 
Church,  and  address  The  IMissionary  Board  of  the  Breth- 
ren Church,  524  College  Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio. 

BRETHREN  YOUTH  OFFERING 

Make  checks  payable  to  Margaret  E.  Lowery.  Ti-easur- 
er,  and  address  Miss  Margaret  E.  Lowery.  Samaritan 
Hospital,   Ashland,    Ohio. 
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SOMETHING  NEW 

ENTERTAINING 
EDUCATIONAL 


The  Wipe-Off  Color  Cards  will  delight  and  fascinate 
everj'  boy  and  girl.  Just  color  the  cards  -with  the  Wipe- 
Off  Crayons  furnished  in  the  set,  wipe  off  with  either 
tissue  or  a  soft  cloth.  Then  do  it  over  and  over  again. 
Each  set  consists  of  seven  cards,  with  a  picture  on  each 
side  of  the  card,  eight  crayons  and  tissue. 

Series  1 — Bible  Verse 
1047— Children;  1048— Animals;  1049— Birds  and  Flow- 
ers;  1050 — Fruit  and  Vegetables. 

Series  2— Bible  Story 
1055 — Creation,     David;     1056 — Noah,    Jonah;     1,057 — 
Ruth,    Daniel;    1056 — Jesus,   Joseph. 

Series  3 — Nursery  Rhyme 

1051— Peter,  Peter  and  Hey  Diddle,  Diddle;  1052—  Sim- 
ple Simon  and  Little  Miss  Muffet;  1053 — Baa,  Baa,  Black 
Sheep  and  Sing  a  Song  of  Sixpence;  1054 — Little  Boy 
Blue  and  Ride  a  Cockhorse. 

Order   by   Number.    Price    per   set — $1.00. 


THE  1953  "POINTS  FOR  EMPHASIS" 
By  Clifton  J.  Allen 


POINTS 

for  , 

EMPHASIS 


Clifton  J,  Allen 


SILK  BOOK  MARKS 

Fine  for  Awards 

k^- -    - -^^ 
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wm 


Each  protected  in  cellophane. 

Printed  on  ribbon  in  pastel  shades  of  green,  pink,  yellow, 

peach  and  white;   available  in  assorted  colors  only.  Size 

li-i   X  8  inches. 

Various  Titles.  Price  each — 10  cents. 

FANNY  CROSBY 

"Singing  As  I  Go" 


The  gripping  biography  of  the  bling  song  wiiter 
Price— $1.50 

STORIES  OF  GREAT  HYMN  WRITERS 

By  Ivan  M.  Hagedom 


If  you  want  a  fine  digest  of  the  1953  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  covering  the  International  Uniform  lessons,  in 
a  vest  pocket  size  or  small  enough  to  be  carried  in  a 
lady's  purse,  you  cannot  do  better  than  to  purchase  one 
or  more  copies  of  "Points  For  Emphasis."  It  contains: 

— The  Bible  Lesson 

— The  Lesson   Explained 

—Truths  to  Live  By 

— A  Verse  to  Remember 

— Daily  Bible  Readings 

Price — 75  Cents. 
Order  from  TTie  Brethren  Publishing  Co. 


Containing  intensely  interesting  information  and  personal 
appeal  behind  many  of  the  hymns  and  gospel  songs  we 
love  to  sing       Price — $1.00 
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Clmerica  tl^c  Beautiful. 


Katherine  Lee  Bates. 


Ward.   C.  M.  D. 


S.  A.  Ward. 
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1.  0  beau  -  ti  -  ful  for  spa-cious  skies,  For  am  -  ber  waves  of 

2.  0  beau -ti- ful  for  pil -grim  feet,  Whose  stern,  ira-pas-sioned 

3.  0  beau  -  ti  -  ful  for  he  -  roes  proved  la    lib  -  er  -  at  -  ing 

4.  0  beau -ti- ful  for  pa  -  triot  dream  That  sees  be-yond   the 
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For  pur  -  pie  moun 
A  thor-ough-fare 
Who  more  than  self 
Thine  al  -  a  -  bas  - 


■tain  maj  -  es  -  ties     A  -  bove  the    fruit  -  ed 
for  free -dom  beat    A -cross  the     wil  -  der  ■ 
their  coun-try  loved,  And  mer  -  cy    more  than 
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A  -  mer  -  i  -  ca! 
A  -  mer  -  i  -  ca! 
A  -  mer  -  i  -  ca! 
A  -  mer  -  i  -  ca! 


A  -  mer  -  i  -  ca!  God  shed  His  grace  on 

A  -  mer  -  i  -  ca!  God  mend  thine  ev  -  'ry 

A  -  mer  -  i  -  ca!  May  God    thy    gold    re 

A  -  mer  -  i  -  ca!  God  shed  His  grace  on 
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And 
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And 


crown  thy  good  with  broth-er-hood  From  sea 
-firm  thy  soul  in    self -con-trol,  Thy    lib  ■ 
all    sue -cess  be    no  -  ble-ness,  And    ev - 
crown  thy  good  with  broth-er-hood  From  sea 


to 
er 


shin  -  ing  sea! 
ty   in  law! 
'ry  gain  di-vine! 
to  shin -ing  sea! 
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PnbUtbrd    weekly,    txcrpt    the    last    wttk   in    Aagost    and 
ihc    last    week    in    December. 

THE   BRETHREN   PUBLISHING  COMPANY 

Ashland,    Ohio 

PRUDENTIAL  COMMITTEE 

J.  K.  Stookey,  Pres.;     H.   E.  Wcidenhamer,  Vice  Pres. 
J.  G.  Dodds,  Secretary-Treasiirer 

EDITOR  OF  Pl'BLICATIONS— W.  St.  Clair  BenshofT 

CONTRIBUTING  EDITORS 

Rev.   DyoU   Belote  Rev.  John  Byler 

DEPARTMENT  EDITORS 

Kfv.    1,.    O.    McCartneysmith,   .Brethren    Doctriru; 
Rev.  Freeman  Ankrum,  Church  History 
Uev.    Edwin    noardniau,  Church   Methods 

TERMS  OF   SUBSCRIPTION:    $1.50    per  year   in  advance. 

CHASCE    OF    ADDRESS:    In    ordering    change    of    address    always 
give    both   old    and    new    addresses. 

REMITTANCES:    Send   all    money,    bnsiness   commnnicacions,    and   contrib- 
uted   artidct    to: 

TH£    BRETHREN    PUBLISHING  COMPANY 
ASHLAND.    OHIO 

Entered    at    second    class    matter    at    Ashland,    Ohio.    Accepted    for    mailing 

at  special  rate,   section    1103.  Act  of  October  3,   1917.  Anthorized 

September    3.    1928. 
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Items  of  general  Interest 


SSr* 


CORRECTION:  In  Brother  Henry  Bates'  recent  report 
of  his  meeting  with  the  Cameron,  W.  Va.  Brethren,  a 
part  of  his  article  was  not  printed  con-ectly.  We  here 
print  it  "as  he  said  it,"  and,  incidentally,  encourage  you 
to  give  very  .serious  thought  to  the  very  pertinent  truth 
which  he  thus  expresses.  Professor  Bates  states:  "We 
have  felt  for  sometime  that  if  all  of  the  present  church 
members  couJd  be  spiritually  revived  it  would  not  be  nec- 
essary for  churches  to  hold  special  evangelistic  services; 
for  the  present  members  would,  as  the  Lord  commandied 
in  His  great  commission,  go  forth  evangelizing  the  wotrld/' 

We  are  very  sorry.  Brother  .Bates  for  this  error,  but 
more  than  glad  to  be  able  to  give  special  emphasis  to 
your  very  timely  words  of  truth. — W.  S.  B.,     Editor. 

ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  Total  receipts  for  the 
Christmas  Tree  sale  conducted  by  the  Laymen  amounted 
to  i2\r).H0,  which  sum  is  to  he  turned  over  to  the  St. 
James  Building  Fund.  According  to  Brother  Freeman 
Ankrum's  Bulh  tin,  work  on  the  building  improvement  is 
soon  to  start. 

GATEWOOD,  WEST  VIRGINIA.  Pastor  Cecil  Bolton 
informs  us  that  Holy  Communion  was  observed  Sunday 
evening,  January  4th. 

BETHLEHEM  AND  MT.  OLIVE,  VIRGINIA.  Brother 
John  F.  Locke  was  a  recent  guest  of  the  Shenandoah 
County  FJducation  As.sociatiion,  where  he  spoke  on  the 
subject,  "The  liducation  of  the  Common  Man."  Other  re- 


cent addresses  include  one  at  Bridgewater  College  Chupcl 
as  a  guest  of  the  Student  Christian  Movement;  his  sub- 
ject being,  "Christmas  on  the  Lay-Away  Plan."  At  Stras- 
buvg,  Virginia,  he  spoke  to  the  Tri-Hi-Y  Club  dinner  (A 
High  School  Christian  Assjociation  for  girls  with  a  very 
fine  sot  of  ideals  to  live  by.)  Brother  Locke  also  addressed 
a  W.  C.  T.  U.  dinner  meeting  on  the  subject,  "What's 
Wiong  With  Taking  a   Drink?" 

He  reports  one  new  member  received  into  the  fellow- 
ship  of  the   Mt.   Olive  Church   in   December,  by  letter. 

BERLIN,  PiENNA.  John  F.  Locke,  Pastor  of  our  Beth- 
lehem and  Mt.  Olive  Brethren  Churches,  Virginia,  was 
Week  of  Prayer  speaker  in  .Berlin. 

Word  comes  to  us  of  the  engagement  of  Miss  Regina 
Hendershot,  of  Berlin,  and  more  recently  a  student  at 
Ashland  College,  and  John  Rowsey,  son  of  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
H.  H.  R|o(vvsey,  Milledgeville,  Illinois.  John,  a  former  stu- 
dent of  Ashland  is  now  in  the  U.  S.  Navy,  stationed  at 
Bainbridge,  Maryland.  We  wish  for  this  well  known  couple 
a  life  time  of  happiness. 

MEYERSDALE,  PENNA.  MAIN  STREET  BRETH- 
REN. Miss  Miriam  M.  Bird,  Church  Secretary,  infoims 
us  that  sei-vices  are  being  continued  even  though  they  are 
as  yet  without  a  Pastor.  Rev.  Harold  Garland  has  been 
s-upplying,  and  Miss  Bird  was  the  speaker  on  January 
4th.  Christmas  programs,  one  by  the  b^oiys  and  girls,  the 
other  by  the  Choir,  were  given  on  Christmas   Sunday. 

Our  Church  at  Meyersdale,  joined  with  other  local 
churches  in  the  Annual  Christian  Emphasis  week  services 
eai-ly  in  January,  with  the  service  being  held  in  our 
Church  on  Tuesday  evening.  The  Annual  Business  Meet- 
ing of  the  Church  was  held  on  New  Year's  Day. 

Brother  Peter  F.  Housel,  layman  in  the  Meyersdale 
Church,  reports  the  organization  of  a  Laymen's  organi- 
zation, with  a  charter  membership  of  nine. 

MASONTOWN,  PENNA.  Necessary  church  repairs  are 
being  taken  care  of  in  a  very  fine  way.  Brother  Keeling 
says  that,  "Our  Church  will  soon   be   in  good  repair." 

MT.  PLEASANT,  PENNA.  Rev.  George  J.  King  reports 
the  baptism  of  one  young  man  on  a  recent  Sunday  morn- 
ing, making  13  baptized  during  his  ministry  there. 

PITTSBURGH,  PENNA.  World  Wide  Week  of  Prayer 
Services  were  held  in  Pittsburgh  the  week  of  January 
5th,  with  the  Monday  service  being  held  in  our  Church. 

We  note  that  Brother  Ralph  Mills  is  posting  on  the 
Chuj-ch  bulletin  board,  the  exchange  bulletins  he  re- 
ceives from  other  Brethren  ministers.  Here  is  another 
way  in  which  local  churches  can  share  the  news  of  other 
Brethren   Churches. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO.  GARBER  MiEMORIAL  CHURCH. 
Professor  Delbert  B.  Flora,  of  Ashland  Seminary,  was 
the  guest  speaker  on  January  4th, 

GRETNA,  OHIO.  Brother  George  Solomon  repoits  a 
very  fine  Christmas  program  and  party  on  December  21st. 
The  program  was  presented  by  the  children,  and  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  showing  of  a  Christmas  film,  and  treats  for 
the  children.  ITie  Pastor  and  family  were  presented  with 
a  fine  basket  of  meat  and  groceries.  Attendance  was 
around  75. 

(Continued  on  page  10) 
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THE  ATTENTION  OF  THE  AMiERICAN  people  is 
focused  at  this  time  on  Washington,  as  once  again, 
in  the  history  of  our  great  nation,  we  inaugurate  a  presi- 
dent. Christians  should  be  vitally  interested  in  this  event. 
Every  four  years,  since  the  days  of  George  Washington, 
a  similar  event  has  taken  place.  Into  our  homes,  by  radio 
and  television,  every  portion  of  this  national  di-ama  will 
come. 

In  a  serious  vein,  we  would  remind  you  that  the  whole 
make-up  and  process  of  our  national  government  did  not 
just  happen.  Our  pioneer  fathers  knew  what  they  were 
doing.  For  all  the  liberties  and  blessings  wo  have,  we 
owe  to  them  and  to  their  G|od,  our  undying  thanks.  Tinily 
the  precious  heritage  of  a  "government  of  the  people, 
by  the  people,  and  for  the  people"  is  a  gift  not  to  be 
taken  lightly. 

To  rest  upon  that  heritage  is  fatal.  We  must  keep  our 
heritage  active  by  adhering  to  the  same  moral,  ethical 
and  spiritual  principles  by  which  they  lived.  In  shjort, 
we  must,  if  we  are  to  survive,  honor  and  worship  the 
s,ame  God  in  which  they  put  their  faith. 

This  is  America,  in  which  we  live.  This  is  the  land  of 
"amber  waves  of  grain."  This  is  the  land  of  "purple 
mountain  majesties,"  the  land  of  "the  fraited  plain."  To 
live  here  is  a  pi-ivilege.  To  live  here  is  a  responsibility, 
a  Christian  responsibility.  As  a  nation,  God  hath  made  us 
great,  hath  given  us  liberty.  Our  national  songs  bear  out 
this  thought.  Study  the  words  of  "The  Star  Spangled 
Banner,"  and  "America."  Study  the  woixls  of  the  song 
on  the  frontis  of  this  Evangelist,  and  you  will  know  what 
we  mean. 

Someone  from  another  country  may  ask  us  what  makes 
us  a  nation  of  free  men  and  women.  Do  you  know?  Is 
it  not  our  laws,  our  moral  principles,  our  ethics  of  good 
citizenship?  From  whence  came  these?  These,  we  firmly 
insist,  have  come  from  the  Word  of  God. 

By  following  the  Bible,  the  pilgrims  with  their  stern 
moral  and  religious  convictions  and  practices,  whose  feet 
beat  a  thoroughfare  for  freedom  across  the  wilderness 
brought  to  pass  a  natilon  "whose  God  is  the  Lord."  If  we 
have  had  a  tendency  to  forget  this  basic  fact,  it  has  cer- 
tainly not  helped  our  nation  at  all. 

The  record  of  our  nation  in  liberating  strife,  whose 
records  contain  the  names  of  thousands  who  Ijoved  their 
dountry  more  than  life,  is  not  to  be  passed  off  carelessly. 


If  we  forget,  and  we  turn  to  selfishness  and  greed  and 
hate —  then  what? 

We  pray  God  that  such  shall  not  happen.  As  long  a.« 
Christians  pray  for  their  country  and  as  long  as  we  w-pr- 
ship  God,  such  shall  not  happen.  But,  clouds  are  on  the 
horizon,  yes,  sinister  clouds  of  Communism,  dwarfed  only 
by  the  cloud  of  our  own  people's  godlessness.  To  an 
alarming  degree  America  has  departed  from  a  believing, 
trusting  faith    in   the   true   God   of  heaven. 

What  can  we  do  about  it?  Time  and  time  again  through- 
out the  troubled  war  years,  our  national  leaders  have 
called  us  to  pray,  to  ti-ust  in  God,  and  to  seek  His  help. 
Next  Tuesday,  the  Presidential  party  will  attend  church 
prior  to  the  inaugural  ceremonies.  In  prayer  and  worship 
of  God  is  the  answer.  We  must  pray,  we  must  worship 
God.  Solomon,  when  the  Queen  of  Sheba  visited  him,  was 
asked  by  the  queen  to  tell  her  the  secret  of  his  success. 
In  answer,  he  showed  her  around  the  palace,  and  then  he 
showed  her  the  passage  way  "by  which  he  went  up  unto 
the  house  of  the  Lord."  This  example  can  well  be  followed 
by  all   Americans  today. 

Our  leaders  cannot  do  it  all  alone.  No  leader,  no  group 
of  leaders,  national,  state  or  local,  can  stand  up  for  right- 
eousness and  good  govei-nment  unless  the  people  uphold 
them  at  the  throne  of  grace.  We  Americans,  in  our  homes, 
in  our  churches,  must  ever  join  our  hearts  and  our  lives 
with  our  leaders  in  prayer  and  woi'ship  of  God. 

The  Cross  is  the  symbol  of  our  salvation.  To  those 
who  perish,  the  preaching  of  the  cross  is  foolishness,  but 
it  is  still  the  way  to  eternal  salvation.  The  Church  spire 
is  the  symbol  of  our  national  strength,  our  prosperity, 
our  government,  our  security.  The  Christian  Lord's  Day 
(Sunday)  is  the  symbol  of  our  faith  and  trust  in  the  God 
"^\ilo  hath  made  and  preserved  us  a  nation."  These  things, 
we  dare  not  neglect. 

As  Christians,  as  Brethren,  we  do  have  a  responsibility 
to  our  nation.  Romans  13:1  instructs  us  that  we  are  to 
be  subject  to  the  higher  powers,  for  God  ordains  and  con- 
trols those  who  reign  over  us. 

As,  we  again  are  on  the  eve  of  another  inaugui-al  day. 
and  as  our  leaders  enter  the  house  of  the  Lord  to  honor 
Him  and  seek  His  help,  let  us,  too,  join  our  hearts  in 
worship  and  prayer.  But  then,  let  us  not  cease  our  sup- 
plications as  of  January  20th.  National  well-being  rises 
and  falls  in  an  exact  ratio  to  that  people's  reverence  for. 
(Continued  on  page  10 > 
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(Delivened  at   the  1952   General  Coniference   Sunday   morning  serviice   as  the  first  of 
five  annual  messages  om  Brethren  Church  History,  as  prtopotsed  by  the  Anniversary 

Program  Coimmittee.) 


BEFORE  WE  ENTER  INTO  A  DISCUSSION 
of  the  Brethren  Church's  origin,  it  might  be 
well  to  consider  the  name  of  our  church.  The 
first  name  selected  was  "Tba  Brethren"  and  this 
has  been  the  name  that  has  found  most  favor 
among  all  of  our  people,  but  to  distinguish  us 
from  other  denominations  and  to  give  recogni- 
tion to  our  origin,  the  legal  title  is  "The  German 
Baptist  Brethren." 

Several  other  names  have  been  applied  to  our 
church  since  its  founding  in  1708.  The  names 
"Dunker"  and  "Tunker"  and  their  plurals,  come 
from  dunken  or  tunken,  me-aning  to  dip,  or  im- 
merse. The  word  "Dunkard,"  or  "Dunkards"  is 
used  by  two  classes  of  people.  (1)  Those  who  are 
unfamiliar  with  the  laws  of  good  language  and 
(2)  by  those  who  want  to  use  it  with  its  true 
meaning  of  contempt.  According  to  the  laws  of 
langauge,  the  word  'Dunkard"  is  a  hybrid,  and 
therefore  should  not  be  used  by  anyone  who  de- 
sires good  English.  The  root  is  derived  from  the 
German,  "dunken"  and  the  suffix,  "ard"  from 
the  French  and  always  carries  with  it  the  idea 
of  contempt,  in  such  words  as  blackard,  laggard, 
.sluggard,  etc.  The  word  "dunkard"  therefore 
.should  be  u.sed  only  by  the  unfamiliar  and  the 
malicious, 

BACKr;ROUND:  From  the  days  of  the  Lu- 
theran Reformation,  Germany  became  the  cen- 
ter of  religious  agitation.  After  a  thousand  years 
of  unchecked  crjntrol,  the  Catholic  Church  found 
a  worthy  rival  in  Protestantism.  This  influence 
may  bz  traced  to  the  eleventh  century  when  Peter 
Abelard  of  Paris  made  a  bold  and  defiant  charge 
again.st  the  existing  dogmati.sm.  He  taught  that 
only  "that  faith  is  well  assured  which  is  founded 


on  reason."  His  motto  was  "Understand  that  thou 
may  est  believe." 

It  was  Abalard's  defense  of  human  reason  as 
opposed  to  church  dogma  that  led  to  the  develop- 
ment of  scholasticism  and  to  the  creation  of 
European  universities.  From  this  sprang  the  ref- 
ormation under  Martin  Luther.  Thesie  men  agreed 
on  one  essential  principle — religion  must  be  an 
appeal  to  the  individual  human  reason.  In  due 
course  of  time  this  principle  led  to  a  general  up- 
heaval of  religious  organization.  The  supremacy 
of  the  Catholic  church  was  gone. 

When  Germany  found  herself  fi-ee  from  the 
complete  rule  of  the  Catholic  church,  all  sorts  of 
religious  organizations  began  to  appear  from  the 
unyielding  creed  of  the  Catholics  to  the  utter  re- 
jection of  all  creeds  and  all  organizations.  Each 
faction  became  intolerant  of  all  others  and  per- 
secution, plunder  and  war  followed  in  swift  suc- 
cession to  compel  all  dissenters  to  acceptance  of 
now  this,  and  now  another  form  of  worship.  The 
outcome  of  all  this  was  the  fateful  thirty  years 
war  from  1618  to  1648  which  involved  all  of  con- 
tinental Europe. 

The  valley  of  the  Rhine  became  the  theatre  of 
war.  The  treaty  of  Westphalia  1648,  sometimes 
called  the  treaty  of  Munster,  ended  the  bloody 
struggle  and  leagued  the  Catholic,  Lutheran,  and 
Reformed  Churches  into  a  new  persecuting  force. 
In  principle  nothing  was  settled.  Other  wars, 
notably  thie  wars  of  Frederick,  lasting  from  1620 
to  1688  followed  by  the  French  wars,  made  the 
Rhine  Country  from  1618  to  1748  a  continuous 
field  of  carnage.  .To  get  a  better  understanding 
of  how  these  wars  must  have  affected  the  peo- 
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pie  of  the  Rhine  land,  let  us  suppose  that  the 
(Uvil  War  that  began  in  1861  was  just  settl'sd 
a  few  years  ago  and  that  upon  its  settlement  an- 
other war  broke  out  which  would  still  be  in  pro- 
y:i'ess  and  that  it  would  not  be  concluded  for  an- 
other thirty-nine  years.  Is  it  any  wonder  that 
these  war  weary  people  came  to  hate  war  with  all 
of  their  hearts  and  that  when  they  found  passages 
of  scripture  to  support  theii"  views  that  they 
made  the  most  of  them. 

The  three  state  churches  denied  to  all  others 
the  right  to  exist  in  the  German  Empire.  Each 
prince  determined  which  church  would  be  per- 
mitted in  his  province.  Whoever  found  his  relig- 
ious convictions  running  counter  to  these,  whose 
faith  was  of  a  different  sort,  who  worshipped 
God  in  his  own  way,  found  life  a  burden  and  a 
cross.  Church  and  state  vied  with  each  other  in 
their  persecution  of  the  Mennonites,  Pietists,  and 
Mystics.  What  happened  to  these  in  the  closing 
yaars  of  the  seventeenth  century  be-came  the  fate 
of  the  Brethren  in  the  opening  of  the  eighteenth 
century.  Upon  these  God  fearing  people  fell  the 
full  fury  of  church  and  state.  Their  sufferings 
were  awful.  The  flaming  torch  of  persecution 
nightly  lighted  the  valley  of  the  Rhine  for  a 
hundred  miles.  The  agonized  prayers  of  burning- 
saints  were  heard  re-iechoing  up  and  down  the 
Rhine  Valley.  Sturdy,  devoted,  God  strengthened 
men  and  women  were  these  who  heroically  suf- 
fered for  the  faith  they  loved.  They  had  counted 
the  cost  and  w^ere  willing  to  pay  the  price. 

The  reformation,  though  it  w^,as  a  step  in  the 
right  direction  did  not  accomplish  all  that  the 
reformers  had  hoped  it  would.  Soon  the  Lutheran 
Church  was  bogged  down  in  cold  ritualism  and 
ceremonialism.  An  over  emphasis  on  the  doctrine 
of  justification  by  grace  led  many  people  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  deeds  of  men  did  not  matter 
much  so  long  as  they  believed  the  right  creed. 
This  attitude  led  to  gross  sins  within  the  church 
that  were  many  times  w^orse  than  those  that  had 
existed  in  the  Catholic  church.  As  one  historian 
has  observed  "The  doctrine  of  justification  by 
faith  alone  was  directed  more  to  the  pacification 
of  the  conscience  than  to  the  sanctification  of 
life." 

Those  who  became  dissatisfied  with  conditions 
in  the  established  churches  withdrew  and  were 
called  dissenters.  In  England  the  dissenters  were 
called  Quakers.  On  the  continent  they  were  named 


Pietists  because  they  believed  in  living  a  lif^;  of 
piety  c^vi^ry  day  of  the  week. 

These  Pietists  were  hopelessly  divided  and 
never  could  form  an  organization  piutly  l^>ecau.se 
there  never  was  enough  of  them  that  could  agree 
on  enough  subjects  to  form  even  a  small  organ- 
ization and  partly  because  most  of  them  did  not 
believe  in  forming  an  organization  for  fear  that 
their  church  would  one  day  become  another  per- 
secuting force.  These  devout.  Godfearing  people 
believed  in  following  the  scriptures  literally,  but 
they  also  believed  that  evei\v  pei'son  had  the  right 
to  interpret  the  scriptures  as  light  was  given  to 
them  from  above. 

Among  these  Pietists  were  two  men  who  be- 
came extremely  important  in  the  formation  of 
the  Brethren  Church.  The  first  of  these  was  Ear- 
nest Christoph  Hockman  and  the  other  was 
Alexander  Mack.  Hockman  probably  remained  a 
Pietist  all  of  his  life,  Alexander  Mack  did  not. 
These  men  were  close  friends  and  had  much  in 
common.  They  studied,  prayed,  worshipped, 
preached,  and  traveled  together.  Together  these 
men  traveled  over  Germany  consulting  the  best 
Biblical  and  church  history  scholars  of  the  day. 
After  a  time  came  a  day  when  Alexander  ]\Iack 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  it  was  necessarv 
to  practice  the  teachings  of  Christ  and  the  Apos- 
tles, and  consequently  it  was  necessary  to  form  an 
organization.  He  could  not  see  how  Matthew 
18:15-17 — "If  thy  brother  shall  trespass  against 
thee,  go  and  tell  him  his  fault  between  thee  and 
him  alone :  if  he  shall  hear  thee,  thou  hast  gained 
thy  brother.  But  if  he  will  not  hear  thee,  then 
take  with  thee  one  or  two  more,  that  in  the  mouth 
of  t\\o  or  three  witnesses  eveiy  word  may  be  es- 
tablished. And  if  he  shall  negle-ct  to  hear  them, 
tell  it  unto  the  church ;  but  if  he  neglect  to  hear 
the  church,  let  him  be  unto  thee  as  an  heathen 
man  and  a  publican."  could  be  carried  out  \\ith- 
out  a  church  organization.  Heckman  could  not 
agree.  Here  then,  painful  as  it  was  to  both,  they 
had  to  part  company.  The  probability  is  that  they 
never  fully  came  together  again. 

Alexander  Mack  gathered  around  him  a  small 
group  of  people  who  covenanted  together  to  lay 
aside  all  creeds,  catechisms,  and  confessions  cf 
faith  and  to  give  themselves  individually  to  Bibk? 
study  and  prayer  and  with  the  help  of  the  Holv 
Spirit  to  search  for  the  truth  in  God's  word  and 
having  found  it  to  follow  it  wherever  it  would 
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lead  them.  As  a  i>esult  of  this  study  tli^y  re-solved 
to  take  the  New  Testament  as  their  guide  to  faith 
and  practice  and  to  dechire  in  favor  of  a  literal 
obst'ivance  of  all  comnionds  of  our  Lord. 

It  was  on  th-e  basis  of  this  decision  to  take  the 
commands  of  Christ  literally  that  they  arrived  at 
the  doctrine  of  Non-swearing — that  is  of  not  tak- 
ing an  oath.  Rather,  they  would  let  their  yea  be 
y>?a  and  their  nay.  When  they  read  the 
thirteenth  chapter  of  John,  they  found  that  Jesus 
had  said,  "If  1  then  your  Lord  and  Master,  have 
washed  your  feet;  ye  also  ought  to  wash  one  an- 


other's feet.  For  1  have  given  you  an  example, 
that  ye  should  do  as  1  have  don-e  to  you."  From 
their  consultations  and  discussions  with  scholars 
all  over  Germany  and  from  ,a  prayerful  study  of 
the  scriptures,  they  were  convinced  that  Triune 
inmiersion  was  not  only  the  apostolic  m'Sthod  of 
baptism,  but  it  was  also  in  accord  with  the  com- 
mand of  Christ  when  he  said,  "Go  ye  therefore, 
and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name 
of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghost." 

(Continued  next  week^ 


This  month  we  are  asking  that  you  give 
special  recognition  to  your  Sisterhoods 
and  Brotherhoods.  You  can  do  this  by: 


1. 


ing. 
4. 


Giving  them  a  public  worship  s€^'vice 
Holding  a  banquet  in  their  honor 
Sponsor  a  parents'  night  at  one  meet 


Put  on  a  dri\e  for  new  members 
Study    and    present    the    values    of 
these  two  fme  youth  groups. 


5. 


If  you  don't  have  either  of  these  or- 
ganizations in  your  church  then  this  is 
the  month  to  organize.  Each  pastor  and 
youth  director  has  I'eceived,  or  will  re- 
ceive, a  kit  of  materials  which  will  ex- 
plain the  organizations  and  give  ideas 
about  how  to  get  stai'ted.  Perhaps  you 
have  been  thinking  about  starting  a  Sis- 
terhood and  Brotherhood,  well  now  is  the 
time  to  do  it. 

The  work  depends  on  you — have  you 
done  all  you  can  for  youth  in  your  church? 

LOOK  AT  YOUR  CHURCH  BULLE- 
TIN BOARD  FOR  THE  COLORFUL 
POSTER,  AND  ASK  YOUR  PASTOR 
TO  SHOW  YOU  THE  SISTERHOOD 
AND  BROTHERHOOD  KIT. 

Thi.s  special  month  is  sponsored  by 
your   National    Brethren  Youth   Board. 


JANUARY  IS  THE  MONTH 


TO  HONOR 


SISTERHOOD   AND    BROTHERHOOD 


^Lf—~- 


January  -  Publication  Offering  Month 

Have  You  Made  Your  Contribution? 
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Missionary 


Department 


Janet  *King 


Plies  'Go 


Jos,  Tligeria 


Jianet  King  left  Ashland  on  December  24  for  Lauis- 
ville,  Ohio,  where  she  spent  Ch'istmas  with  her  family. 
From  Louisville  she  traveled  to  New  York,  where  she 
boarded  a  plane  on   December  30  for  Jos,  Nigeria. 

Janet's  plane  was  scheduled  to  make  a  stop  in  London 
for  New  Year's  Eve.  Upon  arriving  in  Jos,  she  will  teach 
I  grades  four,  five  and  six  in  the  Hillcrest  Schopl.  Her  ad- 
' dress  is  as  follows:  Hillcrest  School,  Jos,  Box  145,  Ni- 
geria, British  West  Africa. 

According  to  a  cable  from  Janet  received  by  the  Kings 
on  January  3,  she  arrived  safely  in  Jos  on  January  Z- 


lOill  IJou  Uoluntecr  or  Se  Drafted? 

What  is  this  that  I  am  called  uopn  to  volunteer  for 
or  be  drafted?  Haven't  you  heard  of  the  great  number 
of  Brethren  that  are  giving  up  the  old  method  of  giving 
to  the  Church  and  the  spreading  of  the  good  news?  Yes, 
I  he  B)ethren  are  joining  the  S.  and  T.  way  to  pay  their 
debt  to  God  for  His  great  love  to  mankind  in  giving  His 
'.nly  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  Him  shall 
have   everlasting  life. 

S.  and  T. — yes,  stewardship  and  tithing  are  the  way 
book  of  rules  has  planned  for  all  Christians  to  fol- 
io./.  Malachi  3:8-11    is   God's   tithing  contract  foi'  Chris- 


tians to  use.  Have  you  kept  your  part  of  this  contract? 
Or  haven't  you  started  on  this  straight  road  to  cheerful 
and  happy  giving?  Have  you  ever  seen  or  known  a  long- 
faced  tither?  Now  is  the  tim-e  to  start. 

The  only  reason  the  Brethren  Church  finds  herself  way 
down  the  list — in  fact,  number  forty-six  (46) — on  the 
National  Stewardship  Report  is  that  too  few  of  the  Breth- 
ren are  taking  advantage  of  the  20Vr  reduction  that  the 
Internal  Revenue  Bureau  allows  for  gifts  to  church  and 
charity. 

The  fifteen  percent  allowance  meets  with  the  standards 
of  the  Jewish  people  who,  without  being  foUowei-s  of 
Christ,  give  that  amount  to  church  and  charity.  Can  we, 
as  Christians  who  ti-uly  love  Christ,  give  less?  Let  us 
give  the  fifteen  percent  or  more,  not  from  compulsion, 
but  from  compassion. 

Are  you  loyally  supporting  the  entire  program  of  the 
church  by  making  your  pledge  to  missions  and  benevo- 
lences as  large  as  your  pledge  to  current  exi>enses  ? 

Do  you  pledge  without  urging  because  you  count  giv- 
ing  a   privilege?    Why  not   try  the  new  way? 

YOU  WILL  ,BE  SURPRISED  AT  THE  AMOUNT  OF 
MONEY  YOU  WILL  HAVE  FOR  THE  LORD'S  WORK. 

YOU  WILL  HAVE  A  DEEPENING  OF  YOUR  SPIR- 
ITUAL LIFE  IN   PAYING  TITHES. 

YOU  WILL  FIND  IT  EASIER  IN  MEETING  YOUR 
OWN  OBLIGATIONS   WIITH   THE   NINE-TENTHS. 

YOU  WILL  FIND  IT  EASIER  IN  GOING  ON  FROM 
ONE-TENTH   TO   LARGER   GIVING. 

YOU  WILL  HAVE  THE  JOY  OF  BEING  A  WISE 
STEWARD. 

YOU  WILL  WONDER  WHY  YOU  DIDN'T  BECOME 
A  FAITHFUL   STEWARD  AND   TITHER   LONG  AGO. 

I  am  sure  I  need  say  no  moiv,  for  we  have  the  living 
God  and  the  risen  Christ  to  worship  and  serve  as  faith- 
ful stewards.  So  let  each  one  get  on  this  train  bound  for 
glory  and  be  not  counted  in  that  number  that  has  robbed 
God   in   tithes  and  offerings. 

John  C.  Eck,  New  Lebanon,  Ohio, 
Representative   of   Benevolent   Boai-d 
Stewardship   Committee  Advisory  Council. 
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7//e  ^^Perish^^  of  John 


:/6 


Rev.  Milton  M.  Robinson 


TF  JKSIS  CHRIST  SHOWED  NOTHING  else  by  His 
death.  He  showed  what  the  wages  of  sin  are.  When  a 
man  works  for  wages  he  expects  a  just  reward  for  his 
investment  of  time  and  energy.  Jesus  showed  that  when 
nun  invest  their  time  and  energy  in  sinning  that  there 
is  also  a  just  reward.  That  reward  or  return  for  their 
time  and  energy  is  sorrow  and  grief  in  this  life  and  in 
eternity  the  terror  of  Hell.  Christ  collected  the  wages 
of  sin  for  the  entire  world.  He  showed  the  treachery  and 
the  horror  that  awaits  the  one  who  indulges  in  wilful 
and  repeated  sin.  A  life  of  sin  is  death. 

John  3:16  says,  "For  God  so  loved  the  world  that  He 
gave  His  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  belicveth  in 
Him  should  not  perish  but  have  everlasting  life."  Let's 
read  it  another  way,  which  will  give  it  the  same  mean- 
ing. "For  God  so  loved  the  world  that  He  gave  His  only 
begotten  Son,  that  whosoevei-  refuses  to  believe  in  Him 
shall  perish,  and  not  have  everlasting  life."  You  under- 
stand what  I'm  driving  at?  John  3:16,  as  quoted  in  the 
Bible  is  a  positive  statement.  A  positive  statement,  of- 
tentimes is  the  backside  of  a  negative  one.  If  we  read  a 
positive  statement  in  a  reverse  manner,  the  negative 
sometimes  jars  us  to  our  senses.  Therefore,  we  may  con- 
clude that  the  "perish"  in  John  3:16  is  for  those  who  live 
negatively. 

To  live  a  life  in  Christ  is  to  live  positively  and  con- 
.stioictively.  To  live  a  life  of  sin  is  to  live  negatively.  To 
live  a  life  of  sin  Ls  not  to  live  at  all.  There  is  no  i-eal 
joy  in  sin.  Anyone  who  is  impartial  can  see  that.  To  live 
a  life  of  faith  in  Christ  is  to  dwell  in  the  presence  of 
flod.  To  live  a  life  of  sin  is  to  be  separated  from  God. 
Whether  you  like  to  believe  it  or  not,  God  cannot  and 
will  not  countenance  sin. 

When  we  studied  "The  God  of  John  3:16"  we  learnad 
that  if  God  is  anything.  He  is  Holy.  He  is  righteous.  He 
is  Just.  He  is  perfect.  We  are  commanded  to  be  perfect 
as  He  is  perfect.  If  we  fall  short  of  His  perfection,  we 
have  sinned. 

In  seminary,  when  we  were  studying  Greek,  we  learned 
that  the  word  for  sin  means  missing  the  maik.  We  can 
be.st  illustrate  this  meaning  with  athletic  terminology.  In 
archery,  we  shof>t  at  a  mark.  The  perfect  score  is  hittitif,' 
the  bullseyc  *-veiy  time  we  .shoot.  In  bowling  a  peifect 
score  is  300.  Anything  over  200  is  considered  a  verv  good 
score.  But  it  isn't  perfection.  To  attain  a  perfect  scoie 
in  bowling,  we  mu.st  knock  all  the  pins  down  every  time 
we  throw  the  ball.  One  miss  is  le.ss  than  perfection.  God 
i.s  perfect.  Jesus  Christ,  His  Son,  is  perfect.  Christ  was 
perffct  not  (Only  in  this  life  but  in  His  life  with  the 
Father.  He  perfectly  did  the  will  of  His  Father.  He  vn-.vi-r 
mi8.Hed  the  mark.  His  life  was  perfection.  Anyone,  who 
does  not  attain  to  that  peifection  has  mis.sed  the  mark. 
He  is  guilty  of  sin.  The  wages  of  sin  is  death.  Onf  sin 
is  less  than  per-fection.  One  sin,  therefore,  means  that  our- 
just  de.s.serts  are  death. 


God  knows  that  no  one  (^auld  attain  perfection  in  this 
life.  They  could  not  accomplish  it  without  His  help.  There- 
fore, He  did  two  things.  First,  He  sent  His  Son  into  the 
world.  He  lived  in  the  flesh  a  perfect  and  sinless  life. 
He  collected  the  wages  of  our  sin.  He  had  them  nailed 
to  the  cross.  Christ  suffered  the  pangs  of  death.  For  the 
first  time,  He  was  separated  from  His  Father.  He  cried, 
"My  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me?"  He  and 
our  sins  were  buried  in  the  tomb,  where  they  will  be  re- 
membered against  us  no  more.  .Because  of  His  perfection, 
Christ  rose  from  the  dead.  Because,  by  one  man,  sin  came 
into  the  world,  it  is  P|0ssible  for  one  man  to  pay  the  pen- 
alty of  sin.  Christ  paid  the  penalty  for  your  sin  and  mine. 
Since  sin  came  into  the  world  through  the  voluntary  act 
of  man,  so  the  penalty  of  sin  is  circumvented  by  the  vol- 
untary act  of  man. 

It  adds  up  this  way.  Adam  voluntarily  sinned.  He  ex- 
ercised his  God-given  choice  to  ,obey  God  or  disobey  God. 
Whatever  His  choice,  he  would  reap  the  result.  He  chose 
to  sin  and  the  whole  world,  ,as  a  result,  inherited  what  is 
known  as  original  sin  and  are  guilty  before  God.  Another 
result  'of  Adam's  sin  was  that  man  had  no  choice  to  chloose 
between  God  and  Satan,  between  good  and  evil,  unless 
another  way  was  provided.  Christ  is  the  other  way  that 
God  has  p  ovided.  Once  more,  each  man  can  make  his 
own  choice  as  did  Adam.  He  can  choose  God  pr  Satan. 
He  can  choose  goiod  or  evil.  He  will  receive  the  full  re- 
ward of  his  selection.  But  remember  this,  your  choice  to 
sin  is  a  God-given  right.  God  could  fjbrce  you  to  live  ac- 
cording to  His  will  if  He  desired.  But  He  wants  your  af- 
fection to  be  freely  given  or  He  doesn't  want  it  at  all. 
It  just  doesn't  make  sense  for  a  person  to  choose  any 
other  way  than  God's.  When  a  man  has  a  choice  between 
life  and  death,  it  is  difficult  to  understand  why  so  many 
choose  death. 

The  second  thing  that  God  did,  beside  sending  Jesus 
to  die  for  us,  was  to  promise  His  Holy  Spirit.  It  would 
have  been  impossible  for  us  to  have  lived  a  Christian 
life,  even  upon  ^wv  acceptance  of  God's  gift,  His  Son. 
By  ourselves,  it  is  impossible  to  please  God,  even  if  we 
want  to.  Satan  is  stronger  than  we.  In  order  to  pei'fect 
us.  Cod  sent  His  Holy  Spirit  to  indwell  our  bodies  and 
give:   us   power  to   live  victoriously  f]or  Him. 

Just  what  and  who  is  this  Holy  Spirit?  The  Holy 
Spii'it  is  God.  He  is  God  just  as  the  Father  is.  He  is  God 
j'Ust  as  the  Son  is.  He  is  the  third  Person  of  the  God- 
head. God  is  three.  Yet,  He  is  one.  — 

The  best  way  to  illustrate  that  would  be  to  examine 
what  makes  a  human  being.  A  person  is  a  trinity.  He  is 
three  in  one.  He  is  body,  soul  and  spiiit.  We  can  tell  the 
condition  of  the  soul  and  spirit,  by  the  actions  of  the 
body.  Also,  when  John  Doe  dies,  we  don't  go  tp  view  John 
Doe.  We  go  to  view  the  body  or  the  visible  remains  of 
John  Doe.  John  Does  isn't  in  the  casket.  Only  his  body 
is.  The  spirit  of  John  Doe  and  his  soul  Tiave  gone  elso- 
whei'e.    Without  body,   soul,  and   spirit  there  is   no   John 
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Doe  in  an  oai'thly  sense.  Johr.  Ooc  is  a  tiinity  in  one  be- 
ing. So  it  is  with  God.  He  is  three  in  one  being.  God  is 
the  Fathei',  and  the  Son  and  the  Holy  Spirit.  iKach  has 
a  different  function. 

One  io'f  the  functi'ons  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  to  come  to 
earth  and  indwell  those  who  accept  Christ  and  obey  the 
will  of  the  Father.  He  testifies  to  the  tiuith'.  He  gives 
power  to  the  Christian  to  live  according  to  the  will  of 
God.  Without  Him  we  are  powerless  to  please  God  the 
Father  or  Jesus  Christ  His  Sp'n.  You  see  all  three  per- 
sons in  the  Godhead  have  a  part  in  out-  salvation.  With- 
out any  one  of  them,  our  salvation  is  impossible.  Theie- 
fore,  we  should  give  due  reverence  to  all  and  each  of 
them. 

Another  thing  that  God  did  sjo  that  we  might  not  per- 
ish, is  to  provide  a  means  to  escape  the  penalty  of  oc- 
casional sin.  We  do  not  become  perfect  upon  acceptance 
of  Christ  as  our  Saviour.  Satan  still  tempts  us  and  tries 
to   seduce  us   into   destijoying  ourselves.    Because  we   are 
born  with  the  tendency  to  sin,  sometimps  we  forget  our 
selves  and  commit  sin.  One  sin  is  enough  to  separate  us 
i  from   God.   But,   He  has   provided   for  our  weakness  and 
'  our  proneness  to  sin.  It  is  summed  up  in  the  first  epistle 
o/f  John.  This  letter  was  written  to  Christians.  He  says, 
"If  we  confess  our  sins,  he  is  faithful  and  just  to  forgive 
j  us  our  sins,  and  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  cleanses  us  from 
'  all    unrighteousness."    So   you   see   God   has   provided   for 
occasi'onal   sin. 

I  did  n(oit  say  willful  sin.  I  said  sins  of  weakness.  By 
that  I  mean  just  this.  In  the  first  place,  when  we  become 
Christian,  we  are  born  again.  We  are  born  into  the  fam- 
ily of  God.  Our  desire  is  to  do  His  will.  As  a  child  cannot 
forget  his  mother,  neither  can  we  forget  our  Father  God. 
As  it  grieves  us  to  bring  grief  to  our  parents,  so  it  grieves 
the  true  Christian  to  bring  grief  to  His  Father  God.  Sin 
brings  grief  to  the  depths  of  God's  heart.  Therefore,  we, 
having  His  seed  in  us,  will  seek  to  do  His  will.  ,But, 
should  we  in  a  moment  of  weakness  sin,  as  soon  as  we're 
made  conscious  of  our  failure  we  will  seek  His  forgive- 
ness. As  our  earthly  parents  forgive  us,  sk>  will  our 
heavenly  Father  forgive  us.  Our  repentance  will  be  gen- 
uine. We  will  not  ask  forgiveness  with^  the  idea  of  going 
out  and  doing  the  same  thing  over  again.  If  we  do,  we're 
not  genuinely  sorry.  We're  just  praying  condemnation 
■upon  ourselves.  I  care  not  what  lothers  may  say,  you  can- 
not live  in  known  sin  and  get  to  heaven.  You  must  live 
in  your  heait  and  life  as  Christ  did,  or  perish.  That 
is  part  of  your  belief.  God  has  made  no  provision  for  the 
"faker"  in  His  plan  of  salvation.  There  is  nlo  such  thing 
as  a  Christian  adulterer,  a  Christian  thief,  or  a  Christian 
liar.  What  God  wants  and  what  He  will  have  is  genuine 
belief,  genuine  repentance,  and  genuine  obedience.  He 
has  no  time  for  the  "fakes"  or  the  "hypocrites."  The 
"fakers"  will  perish  and  will  not  have  everlasting  life. 

Friends,  it  is  a  terrible  thing  to  have  to  vniie  as  plain- 
ly as  I've  been  writing  in  this  article.  It  w^ould  be  much 
pleasanter  to  be  able  to  tell  you  that  everybody  is  going 
Jo  heaven.  It's  an  awful  responsibility  to  have  to  tell 
anyone  that  they  are  going  to  perish.  But  what  can  one 
do,  if  he  is  a  Christian  minister?  If  the  minister  says 
that  you  can  live  as  you  please,  without  accepting  Christ, 
it  won't  change  God's  Word  one  iota.  If  I  should  say  that 


everyone  will  n<-l  to  hr;averi  regardleHH  of  h(ow  th<,-y  re- 
ceive Jesus,  it  will  not  change  the  fact  that  thr^sc  who 
do  not  believe  on  Chiist  aie  going  Htraight  to  hell.  And 
why  should  I,  in  order  to  win  a  following,  cause  my  swjul 
to  perish  by  lying  U>  you?  No,  friends,  the  job  of  telling 
the  world  that  it  will  perish  if  it  doe.sn't  accept  ChriHt 
is  not  a  pleasant  ono.  No  one  likeB  to  believe  that  out- 
side of  Christ  all  peri.sh.  But,  our  God,  who  is  perfect  in 
wisdom  and  in  judgment  has  commanded  us  to  teach  all 
nations  everything  th;it  He  has  commanded.  The  judg- 
ment is  part  of  His  commands.  'ITierefore,  it  must  be 
preached. 

In  the  long  i  un,  those  who  are  on  the  road  to  perdi- 
tion, have  made  theii-  own  choice,  have  they  not?  God 
has  provided  a  way  of  escape  from  the  penalty  of  sin. 
They  haven't  accepted  God's  way.  God  isn't  willing  that 
any  should  perish.  It  grieves  Him  to  see  men  so  hardened 
as  to  scoff  at  their  only  hope  of  salvation.  But  in  order 
to  be  true  to  Himself,  God  has  no  other  alternative.  He 
must  allow  them  to  go  their  own  way.  He  has  done  all 
He  can  to  woo  them.  He  has  given  His  Son.  He  has  prom- 
ised them  His  Holy  Spirit.  He  has  given  them  material 
blessings  because  of  the  presence  of  Christians  in  the 
world.  He  has  given  them  their  freedom.  They  can  do 
as  they  please.  If  they  please  to  sin,  they  may.  If  they 
please  to  follow  Him,  they  may.  Those  who  haven't  ac- 
cepted Christ  have  chosen  to  perish.  They,  therefore, 
must  perish. 

There's  another  way  to  look  at  the  matter.  People,  who 
live  in  sin,  are  not  qomfortable  in  the  presence  of  those 
who  don't.  They  don't  like  to  be  around  them.  They  are 
not  at  home  in  Church,  God's  house.  They  are  not  com- 
fortable in  the  company  of  those  who  love  and  worship 
the  Lord.  If  they  aie  not  comfortable  in  the  presence  of 
those  who  do  not  live  in  sin  here,  how  will  they  be  com- 
fortable in  their  presence  in  heaven?  If  they  djon't  like 
to  be  around  Christian  people  on  earth,  what  makes  them 
think  they  will  like  them  any  more  in  heaven?  And  if 
they  scoff  at  those  who  love  the  Lord  here,  how  can  they 
feel  at  home  with  them  in  heaven?  My  friends,  those 
who  have  given  themselves  over  to  a  life  of  sin  and  deri- 
sion for  God's  people,  will  not  be  at  home  in  heaven.  They 
will  be  more  at  home  in  hell.  And  that's  where  they'll 
go   too. 

John  3:1(5  emphasizes  the  positive.  Tliose  who  accept 
Christ  accept  the  only  positive  approach  to  the  problem 
of  their  sin.  They  accept  the  only  solution  to  their  sin. 
Those  who  refuse  to  accept  Christ,  refuse  any  solution 
to  their  sin.  They're  happy,  if  that's  the  word,  as  they 
are.  True  Christians  live  positively.  Tliey  try  to  make  a 
contribution  to  the  world.  They  leave  the  world  a  better 
place  as  a  result  of  havi]\g-  been  here.  Those  who  reject 
Christ  live  negatively.  They  live  for  themselves.  Any 
contribution  they  make  to  the  world  is  purely  accidental. 
They  have  a  code,  their  own  code.  They  cannot  and  will 
not  accept  the  code  God  has  set  up.  It's  tioo  high.  It  in- 
volves complete  surrender  to  God's  way  of  doing  things. 
God's  way  is  the  best  way,  but  they  don't  seem  t^o  realize 
it.  Therefore,  since  they  will  not  and  cannot  accept  God 
and  His  righteousness  God  will  not  and  cannot  accept 
them  as  candidates  for  everlasting  life.  They  refuse  to 
accept  God's  Son.  They  will  not  receive  Him.  God  i-efuses 
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to  accept  them.  He  will  not  receive  them.  "Flfar  God  so 
loved  the  world  that  He  gave  His  only  begotten  Son,  that 
whosoever  believeth  on  Him  should  not  perish  but  have 
everlasting  life."  What  do  you  say  friends?  Will  you  bt- 
lieve?    Will  you  have  life?    Accept    Him   now. 


Items  of  General  Interest 

( Continued  from  Page  2 ) 

HRYAX.  OHIO.  ITie  Bryan  Church  participated  in  a 
community  religious  census,  supplying  about  40  woikers 
for  their  share  of  the  work.  Plans  are  being  made  to 
build  an  addition  to  the  church  and  to  redecorate  the 
interior  of  the  Chui-ch,  according  to  .Brother  Alvin  Grumb- 
ling's bulletin. 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  The  Men's  Brotherhood  finished 
laying  tile  on  the  floors  of  the  church  kitchen;  the  ladies 
of  the  church  participated  in  the  event  by  furnishing  "a 
most  excellent  meal"  for  the  men.  Fellowship  and  coop- 
eration are  two  important  factors  in  a  church,  and  are 
evident  in  this  church. 

PERT,  INDIANA.  Cash  Day  was  observed  January 
4th,  with  the  money  going  for  the  redecorating  of  the 
chui-ch. 

FLORA,  INDIANA.  One  new  member  was  added  to 
the  church  on  Christmas  Sunday.  This  one,  added  to  the 
10  reported  la.st  week,  makes  a  total  of  11  which  this 
church  has  gained  in  recent  weeks. 

NORTH  LIBERTY,  INDIANA.  The  young  people  held 
a  community  Christmas  carol  sing  on  December  22n'l, 
with  the  Sisterhood  and  Bnotherhood  gi^oups  taking  part. 

LANARK,  ILLINOIS.  New  hand  made  robes  for  the 
Junior  Choir  aie  now  in  evidence,  the  work  of  Mrs.  Ralph 
Flickinger  and  her  workers. 

TUCSON,  ARIZONA.  Brother  Veraon  D.  Grisso  reports 
Sunday  School  attendances  for  the  last  three  Sundays 
of  December  as  92,  90  and  96.  For  Christmas  Sunday,  the 
Church  attendance  was  125,  with  165  present  for  the  eve- 
ning program.  This,  one  of  the  newest  Brethren  Churches, 
is   gaining  ground   rapidly. 

We  learn  that  the  Pastor's  father.  Rev.  C.  C.  Grisso, 
who  has  been  spending  some  time  in  Tucson,  has  gone  to 
our  church  at  M,oiTill,  Kansas,  for  three  months,  where 
he  will  pastor  this  Church. 
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and  worship  of  God,  and  that  people's  neglect  of  God. 

Good  government,  good  laws  and  good  citizen.ship  come 
out  from  material  things;  they  arise  fiY)m  individuals, 
hadei-s  and  people,  who  live  faithfully  under  the  laws  of 
God.  Yuim  unreHtrained  graft,  di.ssipation,  immorality, 
dioinkenness,  corruption,  to  self-control  and  a  trust  in 
Christ  as  the  Supplier  of  strength,  men  and  women  arise 
to  the  peaks  of  righteous  living  in  their  homes,  their 
communities   and   their  nation.   So,   in   addition   to   pray- 


ing for  our  leaders,  we  should  pray  for,  and  exercise  self- 
control  in  our  own  lives.  We  cannot  expect  more  from 
our  leaders  than  we  are  willing  to  abide  by  ourselves. 
With  Christ  in  our  hearts  as  the  light  of  our  lives,  we 
can  exert  an  influence  in  our  land  which  will  increase 
the  fellowship  of  Christian  brotherhood,  "from  sea  to 
shining  sea." 

Bi'ethren,  God  never  fails  to  honor  the  sincere  prayers 
of  His  trusting  children.  In  this  solemn  hour  let  us  also 
go  into  the  house  of  the  Lord,  in  person  if  possible,  in 
spirit,  surely.  Let  us  worship  God.  Let  us  pray  God's 
blessing  upon  oui-  President,  our  Congressmen,  our  state 
and  local  leaders.  Under  God,  the  glorious  freedom  of 
Chi-istian  worship  and  Christian  witness  shall  go  on  un- 
hindered in  this  wonderful  land.  Isn't  that  the  way  you 
want  it  to  be? 


iCatii  l0  Swt 


STUCKMAN.  Mrs.  Anna  Stuckman,  73,  was  called  to 
her  eternal  home  on  Friday  afternoon,  December  26, 
1952.  She  had  suffered  a  stioke  of  paralysis  in  her  home 
two  weeks  previously,  but  her  condition  had  steadily  im- 
proved, yet  taking  a  sudden  tui-n  for  the  worse  on  Fii- 
day. 

Mrs.  Stuckman  was  born  at  Lanark,  Illinois,  on  Janu- 
ary 17,  1879,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Har- 
rington. She  was  the  widow  of  Rev.  Harley  F.  Stuckman, 
who  passed  to  his  eternal  home  in  1938.  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Stuckman  served  the  Brethren  Church  for  many  years  in 
various  pastorates.  Theirs  was  a  fruitful  ministry  in  the 
Church  with  its'  value  far  beyond  human  calculation.  Dur- 
ing their  ministiy,  from  1923  to  1932,  at  Goshen,  the 
pi'esent  beautiful  Church  edifice  was  constructed. 

Mrs.  Stuckman  was  a  graduate  of  Lanark,  Illinois, 
High  School,  and  had  attended  Ashland  College,  Ash- 
land, Ohio.  For  some  time,  after  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band, she  served  as  house  mother  for  the  Allen  Hall 
Girl's  Dormitory  at  Ashland   College. 

Surviving  are  a  son,  William  H.  Stuckman,  of  Man- 
chester, Iowa;  a  daughter,  Mrs.  Eugene  (Mary  Elizabeth) 
Summons,  of  Fort  Belvoii',  Virginia;  two  grandchildren, 
and  two  sisters,  Mrs.  C.  W.  Franks,  of  Sunnyside,  Wash- 
ington, and  Mrs.  Oral  Skiles,  of  Langley,  Washington. 
A   daughter,   Dorothy,   died  at  Ashland,   Ohio,   in   1940. 

Services  for  Mrs.  Stuckman  were  held  in  the  First 
Bieth'en  Church,  Goshen,  Indiana,  at  2:00  P.  M.,  Mon- 
day, December  29,  1952  with  the  writer  and  Rev.  W.  I. 
Duker  officiating.  Burial  took  place  in  the  Union  Center 
cemetery,   near  Nappanee,   Indiana. 

Rev.   Willis  E.   Ronk,  Goshen,  Indiana. 

COBER.  Albert  M.  Cober  was  born  March  12,  1886,  a 
son  of  Eli  and  Mary  Cober,  and  passed  to  his  eternal 
reward  November  25,  1952,  being  aged  66  years  and 
7  months.  He  is  sui-vived  by  his  wife,  Mrs.  Erla  Brant 
Cober  and  three  sons,  Paul,  Garrett,  R.  D.;  Charles,  Ber- 
lin, R.  D. ;  and  William,  Berlin.  Also  three  brothers  and 
one  sister,  ?]mmanuel  Cober,  Wilkinsburg;  William  Cober, 
New  Florence;   P.   G.   Cober,  Somerset;  and   Miss  Emma 
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Cnbei-,  Kockwood.  He  was  gi'aduated  from  I'ublic.  School, 
Nninial  School,  and  Bucknel  University,  Lcwistown,  Pa. 
I  Brother  Cober  accepted  his  Lord  in  the  Maple  Grove 
iSicthren  Church,  later  placing  his  membeiship  in  the 
r.erlin  Brethren  Church,  of  which  ho  was  an  activo  mom- 
1)(  r,  and  at  the  time  of  his  passing  was  its  Modeiator. 
Brother  Cober's  life  speaks  louder  in  this  community 
than  any  feebl'^  words  could  express.  He  was  a  man  be- 
loved by  all  who  knew  him.  He  will  be  missed  from  his 
ciicle   of  friends. 

HOWSER.  D.  Ross  Bowser,  GO,  died  at  his  home  in  Ber- 
lin, Pennsylvania,  on  November  17,  1952.  He  was  born 
October  30,  .1892  at  Cessna,  Pa.,  the  son  of  William  and 
Siuah  Claycomb  Bowser.  Funeral  services  weie  conducted 
b^-  the  undersigned  at  2:00  P.  M.,  on  November  19,  1952. 

D.   C.  White,  .Berlin,  Pa. 

SARQENT.  Mrs.  Daniel  Sargent  was  born  on  Pennsyl- 
A'unia  Avenue  north  of  Morrill,  Kansas,  November  13, 
!l873.  She  suffered  a  stroke  six  and  one  half  years  ago 
and  since  then  was  a  semi-invalid.  On  Wednesday,  De- 
cember 3,  in  the  early  morn,  she  suffered  another  stroke 
and  heart  attack  from  which  she  did  not  recover.  She 
passed  to  her  eternal  reward  at  her  home  in  Falls  City, 
Nebraska,  near  midnight  on  December  5,  1952,  at  the 
ripe  age  of  79  years  and  22  days.  Her  husband  preceded 
her  in  death  in  January  of  this  year 

Mrs.  Sargent  was  a  life-long  member  of  the  Brethren 
Church  in  Falls  City,  Nebraska.  It  was  the  writer's  priv- 
ilrge  and  joy  to  visit  and  pray  with  her  and  take  com- 
munion to  her  regularly  for  a  little  more  than  four  years. 

She  left  immediate  relatives  as  follows:  one  son;  one 
biother;  two  grandchildren;  and  one  great-grandchild. 
Services  were  conducted  in  the  church  she  loved,  her 
church  home  during  life,  by  the  writer. 

H   E.   Eppley. 

DETRICK.  Mrs.  Sarah  Kimmel  Detrick,  born  August 
10,  1873,  passed  away  to  be  with  her  Lord,  Decembei' 
3,  1952  at  the  ripe  age  locf  79  years.  She  was  a  life  mem- 
ber of  the  .Brethren  Church,  at  the  time  of  her  death 
being  a  member  of  the  Hillcrest  Brethren  Church,  Day- 
ton, Ohio.  She  is  survived  by  one  son,'  David  Detrick, 
and  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Walter  S.  Brown,  both  of  Day- 
ton, Ohio.   Services  were  held  by  the  writer. 

Percy  C.  Miller,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

STUTZMAN.  Mrs.  Elmei'  Stutzman,  of  Seward,  Pa., 
passed  from  this  life  December  5th,  1952.  She  suffered 
weakness  and  affliction  nearly  two  years.  Besides  her 
devoted  husband,  she  leaves  five  children  and  six  step- 
children, and  25  grandchildren.  Also  two  sisters,  both  of 
Johnstown.  Mrs.  Stutzman  was  a  member  of  the  Third 
Brethren  Church  and  was  faithful  when  health  permitted. 
She  was  a  lovely  Christian  soul.  Last  rites  were  conducted 
at   Seward   by  her  pastor,  the   undersigned. 

E.  M.  Riddle,  Johnstown,  Pa. 


Knock  and  find  God  at  home.  His  personal  interest  in 
us   is  first  on   His  daily   schedule. 

He  who  has  no  cro.ss  will  have  no  crown. 


KIVKKSIDK    IRALNLNG   SCHOOL   .\M  .M.M   TAKK 

ItENEWED  LN'IEItEST   IN   PROGKKS.S  OF 

THE  SCHOOL 

A  RECENT  APPEAL  went  out  to  the  former  «tudent« 
of  our  school  at  Lost  Creek,  Kentucky,  for  additional 
support  for  the  work  of  the  .school  woik  theie.  Li  the 
lettei'  that  was  sent  out  under  the  name  of  .Mr.  EU^il 
Strong  President  of  tb(;  Riverside  Chri.stian  Training 
School  Alumni  Association,  a  touching  incident  wa.s  re- 
corded.  It  ran  like   this: 

Can  you  visualize  a  14  year  old  hu.sky  mountain  boy 
placing  his  suitcase  atop  the  desk,  behind  which  sat  the 
giaying  scholajly  professoj-,  who  glanced  up. 

"What  is  it  my  young  man?"  he  inquired  with  a  smile. 

"A  few  clothes  and  books — that's  all  I  got,"  answered 
the  boy.  "Pap  said  I  shouldn't  come  here  with  no  money, 
but  another  feller  said  you'd  take  me.  I'm  willing  to  work 
hard  to  learn  things."  He  twiddled  his  thumbs  and  his 
eyes  twitched  in   uncertain  anxiety. 

"Sure  I'll  take  you,"  said  the  graying  profe.ssor.  "No- 
body is  turned  away  from  Riverside  for  the  reason  that 
he    hasn't    any   money." 

Today  that  boy  may  be  the  pastor  of  a  church,  teacher, 
merchant,  lawyer,  salesman,  farmer,  business  man,  niLs- 
sionary,  or  an  ambassador  for  good  wherever  he  is;  had 
it  not  been  for  Riverside  and  the  praying,  kindly  pro- 
fessor this  would  not  have  been  possible. 

We  know  you  want  to  share  a  little  of  your  prosperity 
to  help  the  sun  shine  on  and  brighten  the  mind  and  put 
couiage  in  the  heart  of  another  boy  or  girl  that  has 
just  a  few"  clothes  and  books,  and  that  is  willing  to  "work 
hai'd   and   leai'n   things." 

With  reference  to  the  above,  Brother  W.  C.  Berkshire 
makes  the  following-  comment:  "This  letter  is  an  indica- 
tion of  the  interest  of  the  officers  of  the  Riverside  Chris- 
tian Training  School  Alumni  Association  in  the  future  of 
their  Alma  Mater.  Riverside  has  been  directed  for  these 
many  years  by  Rev.  and  Mrs.  George  E.  Drushal.  The 
letter  was  sent  to  every  alumnus  of  the  school  under  the 
signature  of  the  above  named  president  and  ^Irs.  liable 
Wilkins  of  Newark,  Ohio,  Secretary  of  the  Association. 
Each  contribution  helps  in  this  work. 

Mr.  Strong's  address  is  P.  0.  .Box  125  Hazard,  Ken- 
tucky, and  Mrs.  Wilkins'  address  is  354  Clarendon  Street, 
Newark 

A  NOTE  FROM  THE  DRUSHALS  AT  LOST  CREEK 

To   our  Friends   over   the  .Brotherhood: 

Duiing  the  Holiday  Season,  we  received  nearly  100 
boxes  of  clothing,  also  several  boxes  of  toys  and  candy 
for  the  children,  plus  several  gifts  of  money.  Then  some 
personal  gifts  were  received.  For  all  of  these  things,  we 
are  truly  grateful,  and  we  thank  the  Lord  for  His  gra- 
cious provision  for  our  needs. 

We  will  write  to  every  one  personally  who  sent  these 
things,  but  with  so  many  things  crowding  in  upon  us  r<> 
be  looked  after,  we  are  sure  it  will  be  at  least  two  weeks 
before  eveiyone  is  written  to.  We  want  to  take  this  op- 
portunity to  say  through  The  Evangelist  to  all  of  you. 
'Thank  you  and  Crod  bless  you."  You  wU  hear  from  us 
later. 

Mrs.   G.   E.   Drushal. 
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Topic  for  January  25.  1953 

LIGHT  FOR  A   DARK   WORLD 

MattheKv  5:14-16 

THE  GREATEST  PRIVILEGE,  the  most  sacred  obli- 
gation belonging  to  you  as  Brethren  Youth,  is  that 
of  bringing  light  to  those  in  darkness.  In  our  last  week's 
study  we  leamt^d  that  Christ  was  the  Light  of  the  World. 
Now  we  are  going  to  study  in  God's  Word  where  He 
calls  His  disciples  by  this  name.  How  can  we  be  what 
He  is?  Let  us  see. 

\.  DO  YOU  REFLECT  THE  LIGHT  OF  JESUS? 
WTiln  we  go  out  at  night  and  the  moon  is  shining  clear- 
ly, we  know  what  a  beautiful  soft  light  it  sheds  every- 
where. Does  the  light  come  from  the  moon?  "Yes,  cer- 
tainly," perhaps  some  one  will  say.  But  it  does  not.  The 
sun,  that  has  sunk  below  the  horizon  so  that  wie  can  no 
longer  see  its  rays  is  scattering  them  through  space,  and 
the  moon  like  a  great  reflector  catches  some  of  them  and 
sends  them  back  to  us.  The  moonlight  is  really  sunlight, 
only  softened  and  weakened  by  reflection.  The  moon  in 
itself  has  no  source  of  light — it  derives  all  its  power 
from  the  .sun.  Just  thus  are  we  to  be  with  Jesus  Christ. 
We  are  to  catch  His  rays  and  pass  them  on  to  others. 
We  have  no  light  in  ours»elves  but  what  we  get  from  Him. 

2.  IS  THE  WORLD  BLOCKING  YOUR  LIGHT?  Some- 
times when  the  moon  is  quite  full  we  notice  a  dark 
shadow  coming  up  over  its  face,  and  yet  the  sky  is  clear 
of  all  clouds.  WTiat  is  it?  We  call  it  an  eclipse.  It  is  the 
earth  coming  between  the  sun  and  moon,  and  casting  its 
.shadow  upon  the  latter.  It  may  only  be  a  partial  eclipse, 
or,  hiding  the  whole  of  the  moon,  a  total  eclipse.  There 
are  people  in  the  world  in  all  these  stages.  Some  show 
none  of  the  light  of  Christ  at  alT.  The  world,  their  own 
self,  and  their  sin  hides  Him  entirely.  Others  show  a 
tiny  bit  of  His  light,  but  aie  for  the  most  part  in  dark- 
ne.ss,  while  some  are  half  eclipsed. 

3.  DO  OTHERS  SEE  JESUS  IN  YOU?  After  Leonardo 
da  Vinci  had  finished  his  great  picture  of  the  "Last  Sup- 
per/' he  caller  hi.s  truest  friend  to  see  it  before  it  was 
publicly  exhibited.  As  that  friend  stood  before  the  picture, 
his  first  exclamation  was,  "Oh,  what  a  wonderful  goblet 
in  the  hands  of  Chri.stI"  With  one  stroke  of  the  brush 
da  Vinci  blotted  out  the  goblet  from  the  picture.  "I  would 
have  you  see  nothing,"  he  said,  "except  the  face  of  the 
Christ."  The  world  is  to  see  in  your  faces  His  face.  If 
you  young  people  are  to  succeed  in  so  glorious  a  pui- 
pose,  you  must  relentlessly  blot  out  from  your  lives 
whatever  kx-eps  Jesus  from  having  the  central  place.  You 
should  want  U>  show  more  and  more  brightly  and  clearly 
His  light,  to  catch  it  so  perfectly  that  you  shall  be  able 
to  illumine  every  one  within  reach  with  its  beauty.  There 


is  one  of  the  children's  hymns  which  always  seems  to  me 
most  helpful  in  reminding  us  of  our  duty  in  this  matter 
and  of  leading  us  to  Christ  as  our  only  source  of  power. 

"Jesus    bids    us   shine    with    a   clear,   pure   light. 
Like  a  little  candle  burning  in  the  night; 
In  this  world  of  darkness  we  must  shine — 
You  in  your  small  corner,  and  I  in  mine." 

4.  JESUS  IS  THE  LIGHT  OF  THE  WORLD.  One  of 

the  most  famous  of  modern  religious  works  of  art  is 
Hunt's  painting  entitled,  "The  Light  of  the  World,"  a 
copy  of  which  was  hanging  for  many  years  in  the  old 
Chapel  at  Founders  Hall  at  Ashland  College.  It  pictures 
Jesus  standing  before  the  door  of  a  house  with  a  lantern 
in  His  hand.  A  rich  white  robe  indicates  His  perfect 
purity.  The  replica  of  a  high  priest's  breastplate  shows 
His  status  as  the  head  of  His  church.  The  gold  band 
about  His  brow  with  thorns  projecting  from  it  repre- 
s;ents  that  He,  though  King  of  kings,  was  crucified  foi' 
the  salvation  of  mankind.  The  lantern  throws  a  strong 
light  upon  the  brambles  and  weeds  about  the  door.  The 
large  rusted  hinges  suggest  that  the  door  has  seldom 
been  opened.  Untrimmed  ivy  hangs  over  it.  On  the  face 
of  Him  who  declared  that  He  was  the  light  of  the  world 
(John  8:12)  there  is  an  appealing  tenderness  as  He 
knocks  on  the  fast-closed  door  that  can  be  opened  only 
from  the  inside.  He  seems  to  be  saying:  ".Behold  I  stand 
at  the  door,  and  knock;  if  any  man  hear  my  voice,  and 
open  the  door,  I  will  come  in  to  him,  and  will  sup  with 
him,  and  he  with  me,"  (Rev.  3:20).  Plainly,  the  house 
symbolizes  a  human  heart,  hardened  by  sin  and  enclosed 
in  spiritual  darkness.  Will  that  soul  lespond  and  let  in 
the  glorious  light  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ?  Whenever  th"? 
spirit  of  Jesus  enters  into  a  person's  life,  a  transforma- 
tion occurs.  He  becomes  one  of  those  of  whom  the  Mas- 
ter said:  "Ye  are  the  light  of  the  world  .  .  .  Let  your 
light  so  shine  before  men,  that  they  may  see  your  good 
works,  and  glorify  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven," 

5.  ARiE  YOU  LETTING  YOUR  LIGHT  SHINE  ? 

I  do  not  know  what  glorious  light 

Makes  this  heart  thus  to  glow. 

And   v^^y  my   spirit   longs   and   cries, 

I  vow  I  do  not  know. 

But  when  my  Saviour  touched  my  sight, 

My  slumbering  soul  awoke  in  light. 

And   since   that   day  I've    known    no    night. 

— McGirt. 

Young  people  we  have  a  Saviour  to  show  to  the  nations! 
Ye  know  that  in  this  light,  most  truly,  the  earth  must 
find  itself  and  men  be  led  from  the  darkness  of  war  and 
greed  and  passion,  that  a  greater  light  there  cannot  be 
than  that  from  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the  souls  of 
men   and   in   the  heart  of  the  church. 


He   who  appreciates  the  help  of  others  most,  will  get 
the  most  good  out  of  others. 

The  most  difficult  instrament  in  the  world  to  play  is 
second  fiddle,  and  the  easiest — to  blow  your  own  trumpet. 
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IPrayer  Wleeting 
Studies 

IBij  G.  T.  ^ilmev 


HE  GIVETH  GRACE 

He  giveth  more  grace  when  the  burdens  grow  greater, 
He  sendieth  more  strength  when   the  labors   increase; 
To  added  affliction,  He  addeth  His  mercies. 
To   multiplied   trials   His   multiplied   peace. 

IWhen  we  have  exhausted  our  store  of  endurance. 
When   our   strength  has   failed    the   day    is   half  done, 
IWhen  we  reach  the  end  of  our  hoarded  resources 
Our  Father's  fuUgiving  is  only  begun. 

His  love  has  no  limit,  His  grace  has  no  measure, 
His  power  no  boundary  known  unto  men; 
For  out  of  His  infinite  riches  in  Jesus 
He    giveth   and   giveth   and   giveth   again. 

j  — Log  of  the  Good  Ship  Grace. 

GOD  ADMONISHES  US  TO  COME  "boldly"— not  tear- 
fully, hesitatingly,  not  necessarily  with  a  conscious- 
ness of  guilt,  or  sorrow,  or  inadequacy,  but  to  "come 
boldly  unto  the  throne  of  grace"  (Heb.  4:16).  The  Scrip- 
tures convict  us  that  we  need  to  come  (Heb.  4:12).  The 
Scripture  that  convicts  us  that  we  need  to  come  plays  a 
vital  role  in  salvation  (Romans  1:16;  10:17;  James  1:21; 
1  Peter  1:23).  The  Bible  finds  us.  We  need  not  look  long 
to  find  a  Sci'ipture  that  has  to  do  with  our  meanness 
(Heb.  4:12\  We  are  encouraged  to  come  to  the  throne 
of  grace  because  our  whole  life,  motives,  conduct  and 
'deeds  are  known  to  God  (Heb.  4:13).  We  cannot  deceive 
God.  His  eye  sees  through  us  (Gen.  16:13).  Since  we 
cannot  deceive  God  th|e  thing  to  do  is  to  come  to  Him  in 
surrender  at  the  throne  of  grace   (Prov.  28:13). 

We  are  encouraged  to  come  to  the  throne  of  grace  be- 
cause of  the  wonderful  priesthood  of  our  Saviour  (Heb. 
4:15  .  Others  may  misunderstand,  criticize  and  find  fault 
with  us,  but  Jesus  knows  all  about  our  shortcomings 
and  understands.  It  is  consoling  to  remember  this  (Psalm 
42:4,   5). 

"If  when  you  give  the  best  of  your  service, 
Telling  the  world  the  Saviour  is  come; 
Be    not   dismayed   when    men   don't   believe    you, 
.    He  understands;   He'll  say,  "Well  done." 

The  Saviour  has  been  over  life's  road  and  has  knowl- 
ledgc    of   thirst,   hunger,   tiredness,   burden    bearing,     and 
the  temptation   with   pride  by  the  allure  and  glamour  of 
J  this  world    (Heb.  2:17,   18). 

At  the  throne  of  grace  we  find  two  things:  "mercy" 
and  "grace"  (HelX  4:16).  Mercy  is  for  our  past  failures; 
grace  is  for  our  future  needs.  There  is  no  place  at  the 
throne  of  grace  for  the  Pharisee,  but  it  is  a  wonderful 
place  for  the  publican  (Titus  3:5;  Matt.  5:3).  We  need 
mercy  to  cover  our  past;  we  need  grace  to  help  in  the 


future.  Unaided  and  alone  man  cannot  live  the  ChriHtian 
life    (I    Cor.    10:13;   2   PeU-r  2 :'.))■ 

Paul  had  a  thorn  in  the  fle.sh  from  wliich  he  sought 
relief  (2  Cor.  12:7,  H).  'ihe  human  way  i.s  to  have  all 
troubit  some  things  taken  away,  but  the  Ix>rd  said,  ".My 
grace  is  sufficient  for  thee."  If  the  Load  i.s  heavier  than 
we  can  carry  we  should  piay,  "Loid,  either  lift  my  load 
or  stiengthen  my  back."  When  I'aul  learned  that  if  he 
had  powei-  he  had  to  kxep  the  thoin  he  wa.s  willing  to 
have  the  thoni  plus  the  power  rathei-  than  no  power  (2 
Coi<.  12:0,  10).  "He  giveth  more  grace  when  the  burdenrs 
grow  greater"    (James  4:6). 

"But  if  you  ti'y  and  fail   in   your  trying. 

Hands   sore   and   scai-red    from    tbe    work    you've    begun; 

Take  up  your  cross,  nan  quickly  to  meet  Him, 

He'll   understand.   He'll   say,  "Well   done." 

God's  mercy  is  without  measure;  His  love  and  grace 
can  never  be  rationed. 


Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vanator 

Lesson  for  January  25,   1952 

CHRISTIAN  HUMILITY  AND  FORGIVENESS 

Lesson:  Matthew  18:1-4,  15-22 

HOW  OFTEN  IN  THE  PAST  YEAR  have  you  spoken 
words  of  forgiveness,  "I  forgive  you  I"  and  when  they 
were  spoken,  were  they  from  the  heart  as  well  as  from 
the  lips?  To  this  may  we  add  the  question  as  to  the  real 
humility  in  our  lives?  For  it  is  to  these  two  phases  of 
our  lives  that  we  look  in   our  study  today. 

In  the  first  part  of  our  lesson  we  find  Jesus  teaching 
humility.  So  we  begin  by  asking  ourselves,  "What  do  we 
mean  by  humility?"  When  we  turn  to  the  dictionary  ana 
find  the  word  "humility"  we  get  very  little  help,  for  it 
merely  says,  "the  quality  of  being  humble."  Then  when 
we  go  to  the  word  "humble,"  we  are  told  that  it  means 
"having  or  expressing  meekness;  of  being  ■\\ithout  pre- 
tense; lowly  in  feeling  or  manner."  Jesus  compares  ir 
to  the  trustfulness  of  a  little  child;  the  simplicity  of  the 
child's  attitudes,  which  are  candid,  yet  are  unassuming 
in  the  early  years  of  its  existence.  A  cliild  never  takes 
on  an  overbearing  or  haughty  attitude  until  it  is  coached 
to  such  by  those  about  it.  That  is  why  Jesus  tells  us  that 
unless  we  become  as  little  children  in  our  attitudes  of 
humbleness  and  acceptance  of  His  Word  we  are  not  fit 
subjects  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

It  has  been  said  that  "to  become  a  Christian  one  must 
turn  from  selfish  purposes  and  an  independent  spirit  and 
trustfully  depend  upon  God.  through  faith  in  Christ.  No 
Christian  can  enter  into  a  larger  place  of  kingdom  in- 
flueiice  and  service  by  selfishly  seeking  it."  Jesus  never 
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^.'.\^H.*ctod   a   person   to   bo   "cliildish,"   but    rathor   he   imist 
Ih?  •■(.-hildlikc." 

The  second  part  of  our  lesson  deals  wiih  Iho  act  oi' 
foigiveness.  Here  is  a  human  relationship  which  is  a 
touchy   subject   to  a  givat   nuuiy   people. 

I  am  reminded  of  the  story  of  Sam.  Sam  was  very  sick 
and  the  doctor  gave  him  but  little  hope  of  recovery.  His 
"parson"  called  upon  him  and  counseled!  him  conceininj? 
certain  differences  which  he  had  had  with  Mosc,  once  his 
closest  friend.  The  sick  man  said  that  he  too  felt  that 
since  he  was  about  to  die,  he  should  call  Mose  in  and 
forgive  him.  So  Mose  was  sununoned  and  when  hv  ar- 
rived Sam  said,  '"Mose,  yu'  an'  me,  we  been  mad  to  each 
other  fo'  a  long  time  now.  lEffen  yu'  all  forgives  me,  I 
forgives  yu'."  Mose  answered  him  by  saying,  "0  dat's 
all  right,  Sam.  Ise  i-cady  t'  meet  yu  halfway,  an'  1  for- 
gives yu'  too."  So  they  shook  hands  and  Mose  started  to 
make  his  departure. 

.But  just  as  Mose  was  about  to  shut  the  door,  Sam 
called  out  to  him,  "O  by  dc  way,  Mose.  Effen  I  dies,  I 
forgives  yu';  but  effen  I  gets  well — it's  all  off,  and  yu' 
betta  look  out." 

P\ir  too  often  that  is  the  nature  of  our  forgiving.  Yet 
Jesus  laid  down  a  rule  when  Peter  sought  to  justify  his 
attitude  toward  forgiveness  by  asking  if  seven  times  was 
not  a  sufficient  number  of  times  to  forgive  one's  enemy 
or  even  his  brother,  when  He  said,  in  effect,  "No,  no, 
Peter,  you  have  the  wrong  conception  of  forgiveness,  for 
there  can  be  no  end  to  the  number  of  times  you  must 
foigive  them."  It  is  not  a  matter  of  a  stated  number  of 
tinus  as  we  reckon,  but  an  unlimited  number — or  as  oft 
as  we  are  sinned  against. 

When  we  think  of  forgiveness  let  us  place  our  "little" 
grievances  and  suftV rings  in  contrast  to  the  shame,  hu- 
miliation and  suffering  of  our  Lord,  and  having  done  so 
we  will  suiHLly  realize  that  "to  err  is  human,  but  to  fo)'- 
give  divine."  The  test  of  true  forgiveness  is  always  and 
ever  the  ability  to  forget,  and  is  brought  to  fruition  in 
the  relation  which  is  the  after-effect  between  the  two 
individuals. 

Now  we  can  see  the  relation  which  exists  between  hu- 
mility and  forgiveness  as  they  ar'e  combined  in  oui'  lesson. 


News    From    Our 
Churches 


LI.NWOOIJ,  MARYLANIJ,  REVIVAL 

It  was  my  great  good  fortune  t/>  return  to  Linwood, 
.Maryland  for  another  week's  meeting.  "^This  was  the  third 
time  these  good  people  had  offered  me  their  hospitality. 
Prevfoualy  I  had  assisted  Dr.  Charles  A.  Rame  during 
hi.s  pastorate  there,  and  then  our  able  historian  friend. 
Rev.  Freeman  Ankjum  for  a  two  weeks'  meeting  during 
his  pastorate  about  a  decade  ago.  Time  had  made  some 
changes  in  the  membership  of  the  church  and  in  the  vil- 


lage itself.  It  was  good  to  renew  friendships  of  formei 
times,  and  I  hope  to  have  acquired  new  t)nes.  TTie  meet- 
ings began  on  Monday  night  following  the  very  notablj 
unique  Homecoming  which  this  beautiful  church  is  the 
scene  of  every  year.  The  Honorable  Theodore  McKeldin, 
Governor  of  Maryland  again  made  the  evening  address 
which  filled  the  church  to  capacity.  Governor  McKeldin 
has  been  doing  this  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century. 
I  heard  many  echoes  from  his  fine  presentation  of  his  re- 
cent tour  of  the  Hjoly  Land  which  was  his  subject  for  the 
evening.  I  greatly  regretted  that  it  was  impossible  to  ar- 
range to  be  there  and  have  the  part  offered  me  on  this 
Homecoming  Day,  OctJober  12th.  But  it  happened  to  be 
Communion  Sunday  at  the  Bethlehem  Church. 

The  week,  of  course,  passed  quickly  in  fellowship  with 
the  Belotes  and  in  the  various  homes  of  the  hospitable 
congregation.  My  home  was  with  the  Pastor  and  his  wife 
who  were  most  kind  in  every  way.  Even  today,  Decem- 
ber 10,  I  have  had  a  magnificent  reminder  of  their  kind- 
ness in  the  form  of  an  excellent  pumpkin  pie  baked  from 
one  of  the  splendid  ones  they  gave  me. 

The  Linwood  church  is  a  beautiful  edifice.  Recently  the 
laymen  have  erected  a  fine  new  church  sign  near  the 
road  and  made  a  new  concrete  walk.  The  church  property 
is  in  a  splendid  condition  of  efficiency,  cleanliness,  ami 
beauty. 

While  the  attendance  at  the  services  was  not  taxing 
to  the  seating  capacity  of  the  church,  a  goodly  number 
came  faithfully  and  were  very  g'ood  listeners.  The  weath- 
er M'as  beautiful,  the  hospitality  and  freewill  offerings 
generous.  It  was  especially  good  to  get  to  know  Brother 
Belote  better.  Although  I  had  great  respect  for  him,  see- 
ing him  at  Conferences  for  many  years,  this  was  my  first 
real  visit  with  him  in  his  home.  It  was  a  happy  and  prof- 
itable week  of  fellowship  from  my  standp'oint.  So  I  say  a 
very  sincere  and  hearty  "thank  you"  to  all  these  kind 
Linwood  friends.  May  the  Lord  bless  and  keep  you  all. 

John  F.  Locke. 

FLORA,  INDIANA,  REVIVAL 

November  11  through  November  24th- it  was  my  privi- 
lege to  live  in  the  parsonage  home  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
C.  A.  Stewart  and  preach  in  the  Flora  church.  Brother 
Stewart  held  a  fine  meeting  for  our  Mt.  Olive  Brethren 
some  years  ago  and  Mrs.  Locke  and  myself  had  spent 
two  weeks  in  a  meeting  at  Bryan,  Ohio  when  he  was 
pastor  there.  So  this  was  a  chance  to  renew  pleasant  fel- 
lowship. I  have  always  been  a  great  admirer  of  Brother 
Stewart  as  a  minister,  and  as  a  man.  With  a  host  of 
others  I  was  greatly  troubled  when  I  lear-ned  of  his  se- 
I'i'ous  illness  which  kept  him  from  General  Conference 
this  year.  The  joy  of  meeting  with  him  again  was  in- 
creased by  the  fact  that  he  looked  so  well  and  seemed 
his  usual,  genial  self  again.  The  Stewarts  made  me  at  home 
and  treated  me  with  perfect  hospitality  and  kindness  at 
all  times.  We  had  very  happy  fellowship  at  home  and  in 
visiting  among  the  people  of  the  congregation.  The  Flora 
people  were  most  g'acious  to  me  in  every  way,  sumptuous 
meals,  generous  offering  and  many  other  expresisons  of 
goodwill.  For  all  these  things  I  am  very  humbly  thank- 
ful. I  deeply  appreciate  the  opportunity  and  blessing  of 
this  visit  with  you"  Brethren  in  your  beautiful  house  of 
worship  and  in  your  homes. 


JANUARY   17,  1953 


PAGE   FII-TBBI 


This  occasiot)  was  not  just  a  visit  with  Ki()i-,H  IJi-ethrcii 
either,  for  there  were  many  visitors  every  night.  There 
were  large  delegations  from  the  Burlington  Church  sev- 
eral nights,  and  some  were  there  every  night  from  this 
Congregation.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wright  Hendrix  who  recently 
completed  fifty  years  of  married  life  together  (though 
they  look  mighty  young  for  such  a  happy  achievement) 
never  missed  a  night  in  the  meeting.  We  wish  these  good 
friends  many  more  years  of  happiness  together.  The  Bur- 
lington pastor,  .Brother  I>odds  and  wife,  were  with  us 
a  nximber  of  times. 

Friends  came  from  Loree,  one  night,  a  fine  delegation 
accompanied  by  my  staunch  friend,  Dr.  Studebaker,  their 
pastor,  came  to  worship  with  us.  One  night  Brother  Min- 
egar  led  a  delegation  from  his  church,  another  night  our 
beloved  friend  Brother  Austin  Gable  and  Mrs.  Gable  and 
some  of  his  people  came  and  helped  us  in  the  service. 
And  talking  about  preachers  one  should  not  overlook  the 
fact  that  a  former  pastor,  now  retired,  lives  in  Flora. 
The  Rev.  W.  T.  Lytle  and  Mrs.  Lytle  were  among  those 
that  missed  none  of  the  services.  Another  retii'ed  pastor. 
Rev.  J.  W.  Brower  and  Mrs.  Brower  who  reside  at  the 
Home  could  not  attend  but  we  were  assured  of  their 
pi-ayers  and  deep  interest  when  we  called  upon  them  in 
one   of  the   new   cottages   recently  built  there. 

The  Brethren  Church  is  most  fortunate  in  having  the 
Charles  McDaniel  family  in  the  position  of  leadership  at 
the  Home.  The  residents  of  the  home  all  speak  highly 
of  them  and  appreciate  their  fine  spirit  of  understanding 
and  kindness.  This  is  a  fine  family  doing  a  fine  work  for 
the  Brethren  church  which  all  its  members  should  appre- 
ciate, and  would  appreciate  it  if  you  could  make  a  visit 
to  the  Home  as  I  did.  Besides  speaking  at  a  service  of 
w'orship  in  the  reception  room  to  all  of  those  able  to  at- 
tend, and  eating  a  grand  meal  in  the  dining  room  which 
was  attractively  furnished  with  Thanksgiving  decorations, 
it  was  my  privilege  on  the  last  day  I  was  in  Flora  to 
assist  Pastor  Stewart  in  the  administration  of  the  Holy 
Communion  at  the  Home.  It  is  a  sight  long  to  be  remem- 
bered. 

The  weather  for  the  meeting  was  almost  too  good  to 
be  true.  There  was  some  rain  one  evening,  I  believe. 
Most  of  the  days  were  rather  warm.  After  participating 
in  the  Holy  Communion  on  Monday  night  I  returned  home 
on  Tuesday,  finished  preparing  a  Thanksgiving  Sei-mon 
on  Wednesday  and  after  a  very  blessed  Thanksgiving  Day 
on  Thursday,  I  preached  at  the  Maurertown  church  that 

I  evening  at  the  kind  invitation  of  the  Pastor,  Rev.  E.  L. 
Miller.  The  many  blessings  of  this  meeting  were  included 
in  my  reasons  for  thankfulness.  I  am  very  thankful  to 
the  Stewarts  and  all  these  other  Indiana  friends  for  their 

( kindnesses   and   hospitality.    May  the    Lord   continue   His 

'  blessings   to   us    all. 

John  F.  Locke. 

FLORA,   INDIANA,  REVIVAL 

1  am  late  in  reporting  our  meetings  which  came  to  a 
close  on  November  24th,  on  Monday  evening,  \Nath  a  Com- 
munion Service.  We  began  on  Sunday,  November  9th, 
and  carried  on  until  Tuesday  evening  when  Brother  John 
r  .  Locke  arrived  and  took  the  helm.  He  brought  the  mes- 
;igc  each  evening  and  followed  up  with  his  pictures  taken 


in  tlic  Orient  some  years  ago.  They  were  very  gO'>d  and 
well  leceived.  It  goes  without  .saying,  to  all  th'jRe  v.1io 
know  brother  Locke,  that  his  nermonH  are  of  the  Wigh*:f>i 
type,  thought  provoking,  and  true  to  the  Word.  HIh  pre- 
sentation of  the  Woid  of  0,od,  his  congenial  Hpirit  and 
high  Christian  character  has  endeared  him  to  the  heart 
of  our  people  here  at  Flora. 

The;  lesults  from  the  visible  standpoint  wa.s  not  all 
that  we  had  hoped  for,  which  was  in  no  way  the  fault 
of  the  Evangelist.  We  had  exceptionally  good  weather  an>l 
many  of  our  people  were  in  their  corn  harvest.  Also,  the 
ba.sketball  season  was  on,  and  if  you  know  Indiana,  you 
aie  aware  of  the  fact  that  basketball  takes  the  right  of 
way  above  everything  but  death  and  high  water.  However, 
the  membership  was  loyal  to  the  sei-\"ices  and  there  were 
a  goodly  number  that  never  missed  one  sen'ice.  Our  Com- 
munion on  the  closing  night  was  well  attended  and  how 
much  good  was  accomplished  only  eternity  can  tell.  How- 
ever we  baptized  four  young  ladies  on  the  following  Sun- 
day evening,  and  a  father,  mothei'  and  three  children  on 
December  14th.  We  also  took  the  confession  of  an  elder- 
ly gentleman  who  is  seriously  ill.  This  makes  ten  in  all 
as  a  result  of  this  meeting.  We  piai-ste  our  Lord  for  those 
who  accepted  Him  as  their  peisonal  Saviour.  We  want 
to  thank  Mt.  Olive  and  Bethlehem  churches  for  loaning 
us  thfir  pastor,.  His  coming  was  no  experiment  for  us 
for  we  had  worked  together  in  meetings  in  the  past  and 
we   were   happy   that  he   could   help   us. 

The  congregation  responded  nobly  in  entertaining  the 
evangelist  and  pastor  and  wife,  oi-  supplying  food  at  the 
parsonage.  We  are  very  grateful  for  their  kindness  and 
thoughtfulness.  This  congregation  is  outstanding  in  their 
kindness/  to   their  pastor  and   wife. 

The  church  is  moving  forward  in  every  department. 
The  Laymen's  Bi-otherhood  have  their  regular  meetings. 
The  committee  entertained  to  an  oyster  supper  at  the 
last  meeting.  The  W.  M.  S.  had  their  regular  Chiistmas 
meeting  at  the  Brethren  Home  in  early  December  and 
gave  eveiy  resident  there  a  gift.  Mrs.  Stewart  had  charge 
of  the  devotionsi  and  she  prevailed  upon  Brother  Locke, 
before  he  went  home,  to  give  a  f<liort  sermon  on  Christ- 
mas which  was  recoi'ded  and  which  was  followed  by  a 
recording  of  Christmas  music  on  the  organ  by  Mrs.  Rus- 
sell Rodkey  of  Burlington.  There  were  several  number 
of  our  ladies  and  all  seemed  to  think  it  was  a  success. 
The  S.  M.  M.  had  a  nice  meeting  and  an  exchange  of  gifts. 
The  Brethren  Youth  meetings  have  been  better  attended 
than  usual.  We  covet  the  prayers  of  all  in  behalf  of  the 
work  here. 

C.  A.  Stewart.  Pastor. 


Our  Neiu  Intertype  Is  Here 

THE  NEW  INTERTY'PE  MACHINE  arrived  in  Ash- 
land on  January  6th.  During  its  installation  in  our  plant, 
you  may  experience  a  slight  delay  in  getting  your  Evan- 
gelist. This  machine  replaces  a  faithful  machine  which 
has  seen  2(5  years  of  service  in  our  Company.  The  Inter- 
type  is  the  machine  which  sets  up  tlie  type  for  The  E^-an- 


gelist  and   our  other  litei'tature. 


W.   ?.   B. 
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SILK  BOOK  MARKS 

Fine  for  Awards 


The  Wipe-Off  Color  Cards  will  delight  and  fascinate 
even,'  boy  and  girl.  Just  color  the  cards  wth  the  Wipe- 
Off  Crayons  furnished  in  the  set,  wipe  off  with  either 
tissue  or  a  soft  cloth.  Tlien  do  it  over  and  over  again. 
Each  set  consists  of  seven  cai'ds,  with  a  picture  on  each 
side  of  the  card,  eight  crayons  and  tissue. 
Series  1 — Bible  Verse 

1047— Children;  1048— Animals;  1049— Birds  and  Flow- 
ers;   1050 — Fi-uit  and  Vegetables. 

Series  2— Bible  Story 
1055— Creation,     David;     1056— Noah,    Jonah;     1,057— 
Ruth,    Daniel;    1056 — Jesus,   Joseph. 

Series  3 — Nursery  Rhyme 

1051— Peter,  Peter  and  Hey  Diddle,  Diddle;  1052—  Sim- 
ple Simon  and  Little  Miss  Muffet;  1053 — Baa,  Baa,  Black 
Sheep  and  Sing  a  Song  of  Sixpence;  1054 — Little  Boy 
Blue  and  Ride  a   Cockhorse. 

Order   by   Number.   Price   per   set — $1.00. 


THE  1953  "POINTS  FOR  EMPHASIS" 
By  Clifton  J.  Allen 


POINTS 


EMPHASIS 


Cli(ton  J.  Allen 


S!„*,A,„«!>,^»« 


Klach  protected  in  cellophane. 

Printed  on  ribbon  in  pastel  shades  of  green,  pink,  yellow, 

peach  and  Avhite;   available  in  assorted  colors  only.  Size 

IJ-i   X  8  inches. 

Various  Titles.  Price  each — 10  cents. 

FANNY  CROSBY 

"Singing  As  I  Go" 


The  gripping  biography  of  the  bling  song  writer 
Price— $1.50 

STORIES  OF  GREAT  HYMN  WRITERS 

By  Ivan  M.   Hagedom 


If  you  want  a  fine  digest  of  the  1953  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  covering  the  Intemational  Uniform  lessons,  in 
a  vest  pocket  size  or  small  enough  to  be  cairiod  in  a 
lady's  purse,  you  cannot  do  better  than  to  purchase  one 
or  more  copies  of  "Points  For  Emphasis."  It  contains: 

— The  .Bible  Lesson 

— The  Lesson  Explained 

— Truths  to  Live  By 

— A  Verse  to  Remember 

— Daily  Bible  Readings 

Price — 75  Cents. 
Ordftr  from  'fTie  Brethren  Publishing  Co. 


Containing  intensely  interesting  information  and 
appeal  behind  many  of  the  hymns  and  gospel 
lovo  to  sing       Price — $1.00 
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items  of  general  Interest 


ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  .Brother  Freeman  Ankrum 
reports  over  $4,200.00  as  contributed  to  the  building  fund 
during  1952.  He  says  that  they  hoi)e  to  have  this  work 
completed  in  time  for  the  District  Conference  in  June. 

A  Committee  was  named  to  make  plans  for  an  Evangel- 
istic meeting. 

GATEWOOD,  WEST  VIRGINIA.  The  Men's  Fellowship 
enjoyed  a  meeting  which  was  held  recently  in  the  Gate- 
wood  School. 

WAYNE  HEIGHTS  BRETHREN  WAYNESBORO, 
PENNA.  Brother  N.  V.  Leatherman  says  that  with  the 
floor  laid,  and  with  the  securing  of  doors  and  trim,  the  in- 
terior of  the  new  church  will  be  finished.  Commendable 
progress  has  been  made  in  the  building  of  this  new 
Church.  Cash  Day  was  held  on  December  28th. 

JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  SECOND  BRETHREN. 
Brother  Bruce  C.  Shanholtz,  Pastor,  reports  average  at- 
tendance for  Novemter  and  December  as  85  for  the  morn- 
ing worship  service,  and  .30  for  the  evening. 

Their  new  electric  Hammond  Organ  was  recently  dedi- 
cated. Miss  Delores  Kline  presided  at  the  organ  for  the 
se  ("vices. 

JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  THIRD  BRETHREN.  .Brother 
E.  M.  Riddle,  Pastor,  was  morning  devotional  speakei-  on 
Johnstown  radio  stations  the  week  of  January  5th. 

MEYERSDALE,  PENNA.  MAIN  STREET  BRETH- 
REN. Miss  Miriam  M.  Bird,  Teacher  of  the  Bible  Follow- 
er's Class,  sets  a  fine  example  in  encouraging  her  Clas.s  to 


become  interested  in  Denominational  affairs.  She  reports 
that  her  Class  Ixas  contributed  $50.00  toward  the  new 
building  for  the  college,  and  that  her  Class  gave  to  the 
local  Cash  Day  offering,  to  the  White  Gift  offering,  and 
also  sent  a  Christmas  present  to  the  Drushals  in  Ken- 
tucky during  December.  Pastors  and  Teachers  should  con- 
constantly  encourage  their  class  members  to  take  an  ac- 
tive interest  and  participation  in  the  work  of  the  Church. 

PITTSBURGH,  PENNA.  Announcement  reaches  us  of 
the  64th  Birthday  of  the  Pittsburgh  Church  on  January 
20th.  In  honor  of  this  event,  special  loyalty  Sundays  are 
being  obsei-ved. 

JONES  MILLS,  PENNA.  VALLEY  BRETHREN.  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Keck  were  guest  speakers  at  the  Vandergiift 
(Penna.)  Brethren  Church  Watch  Night  Service. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO.  PARK  STREET  BRETHREN.  The 
new  Pastor,  Rev.  Clarence  S.  Fairbanks,  was  officially  in- 
stalled in  a  special  service  on  Sunday  morning,  January 
11th.  Rev.  Fred  C.  Vanator  was  in  charge  of  the  service, 
reading  the  scripture,  leading  in  prayer,  and  giving  the 
charge  to  the  congregation.  Professor  Edwin  Boardman, 
of  Ashland  Seminary,  brought  the  charge  to  the  Pastor 
and  made  brief  appropriate  remarks.  The  message  of  the 
hour  was  brought  by  the  Pastor, 

DAYTON,  OHIO.  January  17th  was  the  10th  anniver- 
sary of  the  dedication  of  the  Hillcrest  Brethren  Church. 
Special  services  were  held  on  January  18th,  with  a  cov- 
ered dish  dinner  at  noon.  Dr,  Glenn  L.  Clayton,  President 
of  Ashland  College,  was  guest  speaker  at  the  afternoon- 
service. 

The  Evening  service  featured  the  dedication  of  the  new 
organ.  An  organ,  piano,  and  vocal  program  was  presented!. 
Robert  E.  Kline  is  the  organist,  Mrs.  Bemice  Kem,  the  pi- 
anist, and  Robert  Duderstadt,  the  soloist. 

AKRON,  OHIO,  FIRESTONE  PARK  BRETHREN.  We 
note  from  .Brother  J.  G.  Dodds'  bulletin  that  they  had  an 
"Official  Board  Public  Service"  recently.  Members  of  the 
Official  Boai'd  conducted!  and  took  part  in  the  sei-vice 
even  to  rendering  a  special  number.  Several  of  the  mem- 
bers then  spoke  on  the  subject,  "The  Ideal  Church." 

The  Akron  1953  year  book  has  arrived  at  our  office.  It 
contains  an  interesting  ai-rangement  of  vital  facts  about 
the  work  of  the  Akron  church — finances^ — membership  roll 
— organizations,  etc.  This  handy  booklet  was  printed  by 
the    Pastor    and    distributed    to    the    entire    membership. 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  Three  Junior  age  girls  were  recently 
baptized  and  received  into  the  church. 

BRYAN,  OHIO.  It  was  voted  to  continue  the  Radio  pro- 
gram sponsored  by  the  Bryan  Church.  This  broadcast 
takes  place  for  30  minutes  each  Sundlay  morning  at  8:30 
o'clock  ovei-  radio  station  WONW. 

FLORA,  INDIANA.  The  Sisterhood  girls  engaged  in  3 
bandage  rolling  project  at  the  church  recently.  Family 
night,  with  a  baked  ham  carry  in  supper,  and  a  program 
was  enjoyed  on  January  13th. 

ELKHART,  INDIANA,  Brother  Robert  Higgins,  Pastor, 
has  sent  to  the  Editor  a  copy  of  their  1953  year  book,  con- 
taining a  very  complete  record  of  past  accomplishments, 
reports,  finances  and  membership.  (Since  books  have  come 
to  us  from  several  of  the  churches,  we  might  s^y  that  we 

(Continued   on   page  10) 
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^^  Whiter  Than  Snow^ 


THERE  IS  SOMETHING  FASCINATING  about  the 
new-fallen  snow.  Even  though  as  an  aftermath  thei-e 
are  traffic  tie-ups,  tasks  of  snow  shoveling,  cold,  expo- 
sure, inconvenience,  and  even  deaths — yet  there  is  ,a  spir- 
itual significance  we  cannot  overlook. 

Many  of  us  have  had  the  experience  of  trudging  through 
a  new-fallen  snow — of  shovelling  that  part  of  it  which  fell 
upon  the  walk.  And  we  have  seen  in  it  a  lesson  from  God. 

WHAT  IS  THAT  LESSON?  God  seeks  to  teach  us  les- 
sons of  spiritual  living  in  the  everyday  experiences  of  our 
lives — we  should  be  ever  open  in  our  hearts  to  His  teach- 
ing voice. 

THE  LESSON  OF  CLEANSING 

First  of  all,  the  new-fallen  snow  teaches  us  the  lesson  of 
cleansing.  Two  hymns  have  been  written  which  bring  out 
the  comparison  of  the  pure,  white  snow,  and  man's  sin. 
"Whiter  Than  Snow,"  and  "Thougli  Your  Sins  Be  ,as  Scar- 
let." When  David  became  conscious  of  his  dreadful  sin,  and 
as  he  writes  in  the  51st  Psalm,  he  says,  in  the  seventh 
verse,  "Wash  me,  and  I  shall  be  M'hiter  than  snow."  The 
Lord,  speaking  through  the  prophet  Isaiah,  says  in  Isaiah 
1:8,  "Come  now  and  let  us  reason  together,  saith  the  Lord: 
though  your  sins  be  as  scarlet,  they  shall  be  whiter  than 
snow  .  .  ." 

As  we  gaze  upon  the  new-fallen  snow  we  think  how 
beautiful  and  white  everything  looks.  Everything  is  beau- 
tiful, pure  and  clean.  We  look  upon  it  and  there  comes  an 
exhilaration,  or  joy,  because  the  dark  earth  is  clean.  Our 
lives  and  hearts  are  the  same  way.  Dingy,  dirty  with  our 
lusts,  our  sins,  our  hatreds,  our  selfish  ambitions,  we  be- 
come pure  and  white  and  refreshing  by  the  operation  of 
God's  grace  in  our  hearts.  Through  the  blood  of  Christ, 
our  sins  are  all  washed  away,  "for  the  blood  of  Jesus 
Christ,  God's  Son,  cleanseth  us  from  all  sin,"  (I  John  1:7) 
and  we  are  clean.  When  we  are  thus  cleansed,  we  have  the 
same  feeling  within  our  souls,  as  we  do  when  we  see  the 
new-fallen  snow.  It  is  truly  a  "joy  unspeakable."  It  en- 
ables us  to  forgive  one  another,  to  forget  those  who  have 
hurt  us,  and  to  see  everybody  through  loving  eyes  and 
hearts. 

This  purity  and  this  cleansing  will  stay  that  way  as  long- 
as  we  walk  in  God's  paths  of  righteousness.  Life  will  be  a 
symphony  of  spiritual  joy  to  ourselves  and  to  others. 

However,  this  thrilling  experience  so  often  has  an  ab- 
rupt ending,  and  we  find  ourselves  in  the  depths  of  old  hab- 
its, desires  and  patterns  of  living  not  pleasing  to  God.  The 


things  which  spoil  this  celestial,   ethereal   atmosphere  are 
not  of  God,  but  are  of  man's  and  the  Devil's  workings. 

Look  again  at  the  beautiful  new-fallen  snow.  It  does  not 
long  remain  white,  pure  and  clean.  Why  not?  Because  the 
doings  of  men  make  it  dirty — ashed  streets,  sooty  chim- 
neys, etc.,  leave  their  mark  of  blackness  upon  God's  beaut- 
iful snow.  Layer  upon  layer  of  dirt  is  deposited,  and  the 
result  is  so  sickening  that  we  pray  for  another  beautiful 
snow,  or  a  heavy  rain  to  wash  the  filth  away. 

Spiritually,  it  is  the  same  way.  A  beautiful,  soul  clean- 
sing experience  is  followed  by  times  when  our  lusts,  hates, 
etc.,  dirty  up  our  lives.  Into  our  spiritual  atmosphere,  Sa- 
tan, who  is  the  Prince  and  the  Power  of  the  aii-,  seeks  to 
come  in  and  dirty  our  lives.  The  result  is  often  such  that 
we  pray  for  spiritual  washing  again.  Here  is  the  reason 
that  we  Christians  should  always  attend  Church  sei-^-ices 
regularly,  read  our  Bibles  and  pray — to  receive  the  new- 
fallen  beauty  of  God's  cleansing  power  in  our  lives. 

THE  LESSON  OF  BEAUTY 

In  the  second  place,  there  is  the  lesson  of  Beauty. 

Let  the  beauty  of  Jesus  be  seen  in  me, 

All  His  wonderful  passion  and  purity; 

O  though  Spirit  Divine,  All  my  nature  refine, 

'Till  the  beauty  of  Jesus  be  seen  in  me. 

How  often,  .after  the  falling  of  a  pure-white  "sticking" 
snow,  we  have  said,  or  have  heard  some  one  else  say,  "Oh, 
how  beautiful  it  is!"  Wouldn't  you  like  to  have  people 
say  that  about  your  life  ?  Well,  it  is  truly  possible  for  peo- 
ple, to  say  that  about  you.  Remember,  the  new-fallen 
snow  came  from  God.  It  is  the  handiwork  of  God,  pure, 
undefiled,  a  miracle  from  His  creative  hand. 

Our  heart,  our  soul  can  be  just  that.  "In  Christ  we  are 
new  creatures.  Old  things  are  passed  away;  all  things  are 
become  new."  (From  II  Cor.  5:17).  The  cleansing,  refin- 
ing power  of  the  blood  of  Christ  is  the  way  to  a  life  of 
beauty.  This  miracle  is  performed  in  our  lives  by  our  ac- 
ceptance of  the  miracle  of  calvary,  of  Christ  as  the  Son  of 
God.  There  is  no  other  way,  although  men  have  tried,  and 
are  still  trying  to  cleanse  their  lives  by  their  works.  Our 
life  may  look  beautiful,  by  our  standards,  but  according  to 
God,  we  may  not  be  very  beautiful. 

We  remember  a  story  told  by  another  .Brethren  minis- 
ter of  a  time  when  he  was  walking  down  the  street  one 
mild  winter's  day  when  he  passed  a  house  where  the  lady 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 
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(I>elivered  at   the   1952   G*aieral  Conference   Sunday   morning  servijce  as  the  first  of 
five  annual   messages  on  Brethren  Church  History,  as  prKypolsed  by  the  Anniversary 

Program  Coimlmittee.) 


The  founders  of  our  church  were  not  Pietists. 
They  left  the  Pietistic  movement  just  as  the  Piet- 
ists had  left  the  state  religions  that  were  fed- 
erated by  the  treaty  of  Westphalia. 

Like  the  Anabaptists  who  preceded  them,  the 
Brethren  Church  ignored  the  historic  continuity 
of  the  church.  To  tham  the  intervening  centuries 
between  their  time  and  the  apostles  were  an 
apostacy.  Setting  no  value  on  the  past,  they  broke 
with  it  completely.  Their  court  of  appeal  w^as  the 
New  Testament.  Therefore,  they  founded  a  church 
upon  no  tradition  and  caring  not  at  all  so  much 
for  apostolic  succession  in  priesthood  as  they  did 
care  for  apostolic  succession  in  doctrine.  They 
did  not  woriy  about  being  able  to  trace  their 
lineage  back  to  the  Twelve,  but  they  did  devoutly 
I'esolve  and  gloriously  succeeded  in  establishing 
in  our  modern  civilization  the  religion  which  the 
l>cader  of  the  Twelve  gave  to  the  world. 

in  1708  after  prolonged  searching  of  tho  scrip- 
tures, a  group  of  people  in  Schwarzonau,  Ger- 
many decided  that  of  all  the  then  existing  sects 
thei'e  were  none  who  adhered  and  prjicticed  tho 
commands  of  the  scriptures  as  they  felt  divinely 
led  to  do.  Alexander  Mack,  a  wealthy,  curtured, 
and  brilliant  scholar  of  the  Bible,  was  their  nat- 
ural leader.  Study  had  convinced  them  that  Triune 
immersion  was  the  correct  method  of  baptism. 
Alexander  Mack  was  then  asked  to  baptize  those 
who  had  designated  their  willingness  to  follow 
him  in  the  founding  of  a  new  church,  but  Mack 
refused  on  the  ground  that  he  himself  had  not 
been  baptized  by  this  method  and  therefore 
should  not  administsr  it  to  anyone  else.  It  was 
then  decided  to  ca.st  lots  among  the  other  four 
men  of  the  group  to  deto-mine  which  one  should 
baptize  Mack  by  Triune  immersion  and  then 
permit  the  baptismal  .service  to  continue. 

These  eight  people  took  a  vow  that  they  would 
not  reveal  the  name  of  the  man    who    baptized 


Mack  lest  the  church  should  become  the  follower 
of  a  man  rather  than  of  Jesus  Christ.  These 
eight  kept  their  vow  so  well  that  we  shall  never 
know  who  it  was  that  had  the  honor  of  baptizing 
the  first  member  of  the  Brethren  Church.  All 
that  we  can  say  is  that  it  must  have  been  either 
George  Grebi,  Lucas  Vetter,  Andrew  Bony,  or 
John  Kipping, 

This  done  the  company  of  eight  souls  wended 
their  way  down  to  the  river  Eder,  that  wends  its 
meandering  course  through  the  little  village  of 
Schwarzenau.  It  was  early  in  the  morning,  in 
1708.  This  is  all  we  know.  They  have  left  us  no 
record  of  the  month  of  the  year,  week,  or  day. 

One  of  the  men  read  the  scripture  from  Luke 
14:2.5-33  and  great  stress  was  placed  upon  the 
words  "Count  The  Cost."  Alexander  Mack  was 
baptized  three  times  forward  by  the  onie  upon 
whom  fell  the  lot  and  was  then  led  to  the  water's 
edge.  Then  he  led  the  one  by  whom  he  had  been 
baptized  into  the  water  and  baptiz-ed  him.  Then 
Mack  proceeded  to  baptize  the  other  three  men 
and  three  women. 

After  the  organization  of  the  church,  this  group 
of  people  were  wonderfully  blessed  of  God.  The 
church  membership  increased  rapidly  and  branch 
congregations  were  organiz'ed  in  addition  to  the 
mother  church  at  Schwarzenau,  in  Marienborn, 
Epstein,  Creyfelt,  Surestervain,  and  in  several 
parts  of  Switzerland  and  Holland  . 

These  people  were  the  most  ardent  products 
of  the  reformation..  They  did  not  stop  on  middle 
ground  with  Luther,  Calvin,  and  Zwingle.  They 
believed  in  "No  exercise  of  force  in  religion." 

This  uncompromising  spirit  led  to  no  small 
amount  of  piersecuteion.  At  times  whole  congre- 
gations were  driven  out  of  their  homes  and  went 
almost  bodily  to  a  new  location.  In  1715,  the 
church  at  Marienborn  fled  to  Creyfielt.  In  1720 
the  congregation    of    Schwarzenau    escaped    to 
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'West  Friesland.  But  gener.aly  the  persecution  in 
the  new  location  was  as  severe  or  worse  as  in  the 
previous  locations.  Notwithstanding-  fines  and  im- 
prisonments, cast  out  of  their  homes,  and  driven 
from  province  to  province,  this  church  increased 
in  numbers  constantly.  They  found  temporary 
refuge  in  Prussia,  Holland,  and  Switzerland,  but 
there  was  no  promise  of  an  abiding  place  any- 
where. Their  persecutors  pressed  them  hard 
whenever  they  went.  Finally  their  hearts  almost 
sank  within  them.  Regretfully,  they  turned  their 

I  eyas  away  from    the    "Fatherland"    and    looked 

'  wistfully,  hopefully  to  the  land  of  promise  in  the 
new  world.  Brave  souls  were  those,    who    could 

;  f,ace  the  horrors  of  an  ocean  voyage  in  those  days 
in   unseaworthy,    uncomfortable,   death    breeding 

j  old  hulks.  But  there  was  hope  beyond,  as  an  an- 
chor to  their  souls. 

Did  they  not  count  the  cost  or  measure  the  sac- 
rifice? They  could  not  realize  all,  but  they  trusted 
flim  whom  they  followed,  and  for  His  sake  they 
were  willing  to  endure  all  things.  The  uncivilized 
Indian  was  to  be  preferred  to  the  enemies  at 
home,  inhospitable  shores  to  the  land  of  the  per- 
secutor; they  would  find  new  friends  for  those 
they  left  behind,  and  at  a  great  sacrifice,  they 
would  have  other  homes  for  those  of  their  child- 
..ood.  The  enjoyment  of  religious  liberty,  in  the 
"province  of  peace"  would  pay  for  all  they  would 
leave  behind,  all  they  should  endure,  and  the 
darkness  of  the  hour  of  sacrifice  of  all  things 
proved  to  be  just  preceding  the  dawn  of  their  sal- 
vation. To  borrow  an  idea  from  Winston 
Churchill  when  he  spoke  of  the  passing  of  the 
King  of  England,  we  might  say  of  these  people 
that  they  had  learned  to  walk  with  death  as  a  con- 
stant companion  and  learned  to  meet  him  with- 
out fear  and  without  malice.  These  people  had 
learned  again  to  count  the  cost  and  they  were 
willing  to  pay  the  price. 

In  1719  about  twenty  families  including  Peter 
Becker,  who  was  their  leader,  set  sail  for  the  new 
world.  They  came  to  Philadelphia  and  settled  in 
what  is  now  known  as  Germantown.  In  1729 
Alexander  Mack  came  over  with  another  company 
of  members  and  in  a  few  years  the  whole  de- 
nomination had  migrated  to  the  new  world.  This 
uprooting  of  a  whole  denomination  and  the 
planting  of  it  on  a  different  continent  is  in  itself 
unique  in  church  history. 

What  a  challenge  we  have  here  in  the  first 
few  years  of  our  church's  history  for  the  twen- 


tieth century  Brethren  Church.  Have  we  counted 
the  cost?  Are  we  willing  to  pay  the  price?  The 
men  and  women  of  our  church  decided  a  few 
years  ago  that  we  needed  a  chapel  here  at  Ash- 
land College.  They  counted  the  cost  and  dc'cidc'd 
to  pay  the  price.  Our  Home  Mission  Board  has 
launched  a  program  of  building  new  churches 
here  in  the  home  land,  but  this  is  going  to  cost 
a  lot  of  money  and  it  will  take  a  lot  of  men  to 
fill  the  pulpits.  Are  we  willing  to  pay  the  price? 

Our  Foreign  Mission  Boai-d  is  extending  oui- 
work  in  Argentina  and  expanding  our  work  in 
Africa.  Are  we  willing  to  give  of  our  sons  and 
daughters  to  man  these  outposts  on  the  frontiers 
of  Christianity?  A  few  years  ago  the  mission- 
arie-s  from  Japan  and  China  wei'e  pleading  with 
us  to  send  more  missionaries  with  the  stern 
warning  that  if  we  did  not  we  would  have  to  send 
our  soldiers  to  maintain  order  in  the  orient.  Well, 
we  didn't  send  the  missionaries,  but  we  did  send 
the  soldiers.  The  islands  of  the  Pacific  are  dotted 
with  little  white  crosses  that  ai-e  not  the  symbol 
of  victory  and  hope,  but  a  shameful  remindei'  to 
the  church  of  its  failure  to  count  the  cost  and  to 
pay  the  necessary  price. 

With  a  rew  regiments  of  missionaries  and  a 
small  fraction  of  the  cost  of  the  recent  war  in 
the  Pacific,  we  could  have  maintained  the  peace, 
preserved  American  good  will  in  the  Orient,  and 
'".rought  the  saving  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  un- 
told millions  . 

We  give  our  thanks  to  Almighty  God  for  those 
who  have  given  their  lives  to  pnsach  the  gospel 
of  Christ  throughout  the  whole  world,  but  these 
few  cannot  do  the  work  alone.  We  are  going  to 
have  to  back  them  up  with  our  prayers,  we  must 
give  liberally  of  our  money,  and  we  must  see  that 
our  children  go  to  these  places,  not  as  soldiers 
to  fight  against  oppi-essors,  but  as  ambassadors 
of  the  King  of  Peace.  Let's  face  the  facts.  Let's 
ccunt  the  cost.  Let  us  not  be  afraid  to  pay  the 
price. 


How  About 


Your  Offerings?  1 
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PUBLICATION    DAY    OFFERING 

Make  checks  to  The  Brethren  Publishing-  Company,  and 
address  The  .Brethren  Publishing  Company.  524  College 
Avenue,  Ashland.   Ohio. 
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Janet  King  Writes  From  Jos,  ?iigeria 

(Taken  from  Janet  King's  letter  to  the  Mission  Board 
office,  received  January  12) 

Note:  She  wouldn't  even  have  needed  to  sig^  the  letter;  it 
sounded  so  much  like  her. 

Greetings  from  Jos — 

.  .  .  The  whole  trip  was  just  swell — from  beginning  to 
end.  We  heard  Ruth  Clapper  Lindstrom  sing  hymns  at  the 
Grand  Central  Station  in  New  York  City.  She  has  been 
singing  for  about  a  half  hour  every  day  during  the  Christ- 
mas holidays.  She  sang  from  the  balcony  over  the  big  main 
lobby.  It  was  interesting  to  see  how  the  people  would  stop 
rushing  and  stand  quietly  listening. 

The  plane  was  a  big  four-engined  Bi-itish  Overseas  Air- 
ways Constellation — seats  for  about  seventy,  but  there 
were  only  about  fourteen  passengers.  I  had  three  seats  all 
to  myself;  in  fact  I  sat  all  over  the  plane  so  I  could  see 
things.  Many  of  the  people  were  English  and  they  are  not 
too  easy  to  get  acquainted  with;  so  I  didn't  have  too  many 
to  talk  to. 

We  flew  19,000  feet  high — over  the  clouds — very  pretty 
and  smooth.  Our  only  stop  before  London  was  Prestwick, 
near  Glasgow,  where  they  took  us  through  customs.  They 
didn't  even  open  my  bags — just  asked  what  I  had! 

The  sun  was  shining  when  we  landed  at  London — imag- 
ine! BOAC  put  me  up  at  a  real  nice  Hotel — the  Ruben —  on 
Buckingham  Palace  Road,  just  across  the  street  from  the 
Palace.  I  had  a  good  bed  and  a  huge  bathroom.  The  only 
thing  that  bothered  me  was  that  it  was  a  little  chilly. 

.  .  .  After  dinner  at  the  Hotel  (the  place  was  kind  of  dead 
— not  a  very  busy  .season)  I  did  phoning,  etc.,  trying  to  find 
a  church  for  a  watch-night  service.  Even  took  a  bus  down 
to  Central  Hall  where  I  thought  the  Methodists  were  hav- 
a  service,  but  found  it  was  in  another  part  of  town.  Then 
I  planned  to  go  to  the  beautiful  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  but 
there  was  such  a  crowd  expected;  they  gave  out  tickets.  I 
walked  around  looking  for  the  little  Westminister  Chapel 
— couldn't  find  it  and  so  finally  gave  up  on  that  .score. 
There  were  some  Catholic  Masses,  but  I  decided  I'd  better 
stay  in  my  room. 

.  .  .  Everyone  drives  like  mad.  I  was  surprised  at  how 
fast  the  Englishmen  walk — faster  than  Americans.  The 
cars  and  taxis  all  look  so  funny — just  little  ones.  The  peo- 


ple are  so  interesting  too — with  their  derby    hats,    canes, 
children  with  long  stockings  and  short  pants. 

Off  for  Jos 

I  had  a  wonderful  night's  sleep — they  forgot  to  wake  me 
up  in  the  morning;  so  I  slept  late.  Good  thing  there  wasn't 
a  plane  to  catch  that  morning  (I  don't  think  I  ever  didi  get 
to  a  train,  bus  or  plane  early  though — it  seems  I  always 
just  made  it.),  Determined  not  to  pay  another  big  sum  for 
excess  baggage  to  Africa,  I  repacked  all  my  things  and  for 
a  little  over  a  dollar  mailed  one  of  my  suitcases  to  Jos.  It 
will  come  by  way  of  Lagos  in  a  month  or  six  weeks  (I 
hope.) 

The  BOAC  sent  a  cab  for  me  ,at  12:30  and  took  me  to  the^ 
Airport.  The  plane  left  Wednesday,  January  1  about  2:30 
It  was  raining  and  cloudy,  but  it  didn't  take  long  to  get 
above  the  clouds — the  sun  is  always  shining  there.  This 
plane — not  quite  so  big^ — had  four  motors  and  held  about 
forty  passengers.  It  was  almost  full  but  I  had  two  seats 
— I  guess  because  I  was  alone. 

We  stopped  ,at  Tripoli — the  capital  of  Libya;  here  I  tried 
very  hard  to  get  in  touch  with  Jack  Royer,  but  couldn't  lo- 
cate him  in  time.  Because  of  some  engine  trouble  when  we 
reached  Kano,  I  had  breakfast  and  visited  with  the  Helsers 
while  the  spare  parts  for  the  plane  were  being  flown  in. 

On  the  trip  from  London  to  Tripoli  the  Captain  let  me  go 
up  and  sit  in  the  co-pilot's  seat  for  about  a  half  hour  and 
watch  all  the  controls — it  was  fun.  He  let  me  wear  the  ear- 
phones and  listen  to  him  talk  to  Tripoli  just  before  we 
made  the  landing.  He  answered  lots  of  questions  and  was 
real  nice.  They  really  aren't  supposed  to  let  people  do  it, 
but  if  the  Captain  wants  to,  he  does. 

The  meals  on  the  plane  were  fine;  it  seems  they  were  al- 
ways bringing  tea  or  something. 

The  two  and  a  half  hours'  flight  from  Kano  to  Jos  was 
the  roughest  of  the  whole  trip.  I  was  sui'prisedl,  because 
the  sun  was  .shining  brightly,  but  the  plane  was  smaller — 
2-motored  with  about  14  seats,  and  couldn't  fly  as  high. 
Over  the  bush  and  desert-like  land  there  was  so  much  heat 
— the  waves  bounced  us  around.  The  scenery  was  fascinat- 
ing to  see  from  the  air,  but  I  surely  would  hate  to  make 
that  trip  by  car.  There  were  just  miles  and  miles  of  flat 
bush  land  with  scattered  trees.  Everywhere  there  were  lit- 
tle African  villages  and  compounds  with  their  little  round 
mud,  grass-roofed  houses. 

We  made  a  stop  about  half  way  to  Jos — a  place  called 
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Kaduua — way  out  in  the  middle  of  nowhere,  it  semed.  It 
was  very  hot  here  and  they  sei-ved  us  a  cold  (fairly  cold) 
drink  called  "squash"  made  of  fiuit  juices.  At  Kaduna  four 
new  members  boarded  the  plane — all  members  of  the  Brit- 
ish Parliament  making  a  tour  of  Nigeria.  As  we  neared 
Jos  we  saw  lots  of  tin — there  are  tin  mines  at  Jos. 

(This  is  just  about  half  of  Janet's  letter — condensed. 
We'll  let  her  tell  you  about  Jos  in  a  later  issue.) 

BIRTHDAYS 

Anyone  interested  in  remembering  our  missionaries  and 
missionary  candidlates  please  note:  Missionaiy  Candidate 
Mary  Lee  lEicher — January  29. 


WHITER  THAN  SNOW 

(Continued  from  Page  3) 

was  hanging  out  her  white  wash.  He  stood  and  chatted  a 
few  minutes,  complimenting  her  on  the  whiteness  of  hei' 
wash.  Several  hours  later  he  passed  the  house,  again  this 
time  after  one  of  these  beautiful  snows  had  fallen,  cover- 
ing the  brown  earth.  Secretly  in  his  heart  he  could  not 
fail  to  see  how  dirty  and  dingy  the  woman's  "beautiful" 
white  wash  looked  when  compared  with  the  perfect  white- 
ness of  the  snow. 

To  have  a  truly  beautiful  and  useful  life,  to  have  a 
truly  cleansed  soul,  we  must  be  washed  "whiter  than 
snow"  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  of  God.  All  of  secret  sin, 
and  the  filth  of  our  lives,  must  be  brought  to  Christ — con- 
fessed to  Him — and  then  washed  .away  by  His  precious 
blood.  When  that  is  dione,  we  feel  refreshed,  pure  and 
clean.  It's  a  wonderful  feeling,  isn't  it?  So,  if  there  is  sin 
in  your  life,  bring  it  to  Christ  and  be  rid  of  it — and  you 
will  feel  in  your  soul  an  even  greater  thrill,  than  that 
which  you  feel  when  you  see  the  new-fallen  snow. 

THE  LESSON  OF  PEACE 

The  third  lesson  is  that  of  peace.  Christ  spoke  of  peace 
— now  and  eternally.  lEver  notice  how  quiet,  and  peaceful 
it  is  after  a  heavy  snow-fall?  Things  s^m  so  still,  so  soft, 
so  muffled).  That's  because  the  new-fallen  snow  is  acting 
as  a  cushion  to  earth's  harsh  sound.  Again,  spiritually,  the 
same  is  true.  Life's  harsh  sounds — turmoil,  war,  uncer- 
tainty, fear,  privation,  hatreds,  jealousies,  and  tears —  be- 
come as  nerve-wracking,  and  as  "soul-wracking"  as  life's 
audible  sounds. 

However,  the  soul  that  has  placed  its  faith  and  trust 
in  God,  through  Jesus  Christ,  has  a  wonderful  "cushion" 
to  absorb  the  harshness  of  life.  The  hurts,  the  harsh 
words,  the  strife,  are  all  softened.  Doubt  and  fear,  misery 
and  pain  are  all  softened  by  the  product  of  our  faith 
which  says,  "I  know  whim  I  have  believed,  and  am  per- 
suaded tliat  he  is  able  to  keep  that  which  I  have  com- 
mitted unto  him  against  that  day."  II  Timothy  1:12.  We 
call  this  wonderful  quietness — peace.  Call  it  "soul-peace," 
if  you  will — it  really  works. 

Cleansing,  Beauty,  Peace.  Cleansing  from  the  sin  and 
filth  of  life  through  His  blood.  Beauty  through  the 
strength  of  our  secret  fellowship  with  Christ.  Peace,  re- 
sulting from  the  quietness  and  assm-ance  of  a  life  that  has 
found  its  all  in  all  in  Christ.  IS  THAT  YOUR  POSITION 


IN  LIFE  TODAY?  If  it  is,  then  you  know  what  we  mean. 

If  not,  then  wn  urge  you  to  seek  that  clean.sing,  that 
beauty,  that  peace,  in  Christ,  Who  loved  ok  and  gave  Him- 
self for  U.S.     W.  S.  B.— P:ditor. 


YOU  ARE  NOT  TOO  LATE 

Brethren  Youth  i.s  sponsoring  a  contest  to  get  an 
emblem  to  depict  the  work  being  done  by  the  youth 
of  the  church.  This  contest  closes  on  Januai-y  3Lst, 
so  you  still  have  time. 

HERE'S  ALL  YOU  DO 

Make  a  drawing  depicting  world  outreach, 
inward  searching,  and  the  preaching,  teach- 
ing, working  done  by  Brethren  Youth. 

Make  your  drawing  in  pencil  or  ink  and  send  it  to 
Brethren   Youth,  Ashland  College,  Ashland,  Ohio. 

BRE^lHREN  YOUTH  RALLY 

The  Pleasant  View  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Gatewood 
and  Oak  Hill  Brethren  Churches  held  their  second  United 
Youth  Rally,  at  the  Oak  Hill  Brethren  Church,  Sunday, 
December   7,    1952,    at    3:00    P.    M. 

These  union  meetings  are  held  quarterly  on  each  fifth 
Sunday  afternoon,  if  possible.  An  effort  is  being  made 
to  promote  a  common  fellowship  between  the  youth  of 
these  Brethren  Churches.  Nearly  fifty  were  present  for 
this  meeting. 

A  fine  program  as  follows,  was  presented: 

Song:   "O   Worship   The  King" 

Scripture:   Luke  2:1-14"  by  the  President,  Harry  Payne, 

of  Oak  Hill. 
Pi-ayer:    Rev.   Arthur   H.    Tinkel 
Song:   "0   Come,   All  Ye   Faitlrful" 
Poem:  Judy  Foy 

Discussion:    "Friendship"    by   Mary   Lula   Pennock 
Soto:   Camillus   Coleman 
Reading:    Martha   Bragg. 
Business 

Talk:   Rev.  J.   Ray  Klingensmith 
Announcements:   Rev.  Tinkel 

Reading  Exercise:  Church  of  the  Brethren  young  people. 
Song:  "Give  of  Your  Best  to  the  Master" 
Benediction:  Paul  Dean  Tinkel. 

Refrehsments  were  served  in  the  church  basement.  The 
next  meeting  is  to  be  held  in  the  Gatewood  First  Bi'eth- 
ren   Church,  March  29,  1953. 

Arthur  H.  Tinkel,   reporting. 

ATTENTION:  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
TEACHERS  AND  SUPERINTENDENTS: 

A  new  shipment  of  1953  Higley's  Sunday  School  Lesson 
Commentaries  has  been  received  by  the  Publishing  Com- 
pany. These  can  be  used  with  our  Adult  Quarterlies  and 
our  Youth  Quarterlies. 

PRICE:  $2.00  EACH.  Order  from  the 
Brethren  Publishing  Company,  Ashland, 
Ohio. 
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North  Georgetown 
Church  Featured 
It]  Newspaper 
Reuieio 

Robert  Hoffman,  Pastor 


(The  Alliance,  Ohio,  "Review"  in  its  regular  feature 
of  piesenting  its  area  churches  to  its  readers,  recently 
printed  a  review  of  oui-  North  Georgetown  Brethren 
Church.  The  Church  is  pictured  above.  The  major  portion 
of  the  aiticle,  together  with  additional  comments  to  the 
Editor  by  the  Pastor,  Rev.  Robert  Hoffman,  is  printed  here. 
— W.  S.  B.  Editor. 

In  the  fall  of  1892  Rev.  I.  D.  Bowman,  pastor  of  the 
Louisville-Middlebianch  Brethren  Church,  held  a  two 
weeks'  revival  service  at  the  English  Lutheran  Church, 
fifty-four  were  converted.  Fiom  this  series  of  meetings 
came  the  desire  on  the  part   of  some   for  a  church. 

The  first  business  meeting  of  the  group  was  held  Oc- 
tober 25,  1892  with  such  men  as  Marion  Heastand,  Joseph 
Heastand,  Grant  Dellenbaugh,  A.  J.  Connel,  G.  A.  Ruff, 
Daniel  Whiteleather,  and  Heni-y  Hahn  playing  a  promi- 
nent part.  At  this  first  meeting,  Marion  Heastand  and 
A.  J.  Connell  were  elected  deacons  and  a  committee  was 
named  to  engage  a  suitable   meeting  place. 

For  the  first  wintei-  meetings  were  held  in  the  Town 
Hall.  Plans  for  a  new  church  building  were  in  charge  of 
a  committee  of  three,  Heniy  Hoffman,  .Joseph  Heastand 
and  Leandei  Stoff<-i-.  The  present  building  was  begun  in 
the  early  spring  of  1893  and  the  dedication  services  were 
held  June  18,  1893. 

At  the  first  business  meeting  in  the  new  building  it 
was  votrd  that  each  member  pay  two  cents  weekly,  if 
p<^jssible,  to  support  a  pastor.  The  mortgage  was  cleared 
in   1900. 

From  1894  to  1920  ten  pastors  served  the  church: 
Joseph     Kimmel,    1894-1898;    W.    A.    Welty,    1899-1901; 


Alvin  Byers,  1902-1906;  W.  M.  Lyon,  1906-1908;  E.  H. 
Smith,  1909-1911;  Alvin  Byers,  1911-1912;  A.  B.  Cover, 
1912-1914;  Willis  E.  Ronk,  1914-1915;  E.  S.  Flora,  1915- 
1916;  George  S.  Baei',  1916-1919;  E.  M.  Riddle,  1919-1920. 
At  this  time  North  Georgetown  was  on  a  circuit  with 
Louisville.  In  1920  Louisville  became  a  full  time  pastorate 
and  North  Georgetown  again  called  Alvin  Byers  to  serve 
the  chuich.  Rev.  Byei'S  sei'ved  the  church  until  1941  when 
he    retired. 

The  work  of  digging  a  basement  and  installing  a  fur- 
nace was  completed  in  1918.  The  present  heating  system 
was  installed  last  year  and  other  improvements  have 
been   made   since. 

Since  1941  the  church  has  been  served  mainly  by 
student  pastors  from  Ashland  College  Seminary.  Gil 
Dodds  served  the  church  from  October  to  December  1941, 
Archie  Mai  tin  was  then  called  and  served  from  1942- 
1944.  Fi'om  1944-1947,  Dr.  L.  E.  Lindower,  a  member  of 
the  Seminary  faculty,  occupied  the  pulpit.  During  the 
years  1947-February  1950,  Spencer  Gentle  sei-ved  the 
chuich.  Since  then,  Robert  Hoffman  has  served  the 
church.  During  the  present  pastorate,  the  pastor  lived 
on   the  field  during  the   summer  months. 

F'orrest  Albright  is  the  present  Moderator  of  the 
Church,  and  Otis  Stoffer  is  the  Sunday  School  Superin- 
tendent. 

The  Church  has  one  home  missionary.  Miss  Carrie 
Stoffer,   who   is   working  in  the  Kentucky  mountains. 


A  little  laughter  .smoothes  away  the  rough  spots  of  a 
busf  day. 
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ORDER  YOUR 

STEWARDSHIP 
SUPPLIES  NOW 

IDEAS  FOR  PASTORS,  Church 

Leaders,  and   Stewardship   Secretaries 

At  the  opening  of  the  New  Year  every  church  ought 
;o  have  a  supply  of  Stewardship  material  to  place  in  the 
hands  of  church  members.  Every  home  should  have  some 
Vital  suggestions  as  to  stewardship  and  tithing.  This  is 
111  invitation  to  venture  in  faith  with  other  churches  who 
\vant  to  help  build  a  vigorously  active  church  of  Chris- 
tian stewards. 

The   main   emphases   in   this   program    are   as   follows: 

1.  Total  commitment  to   Christ 

2.  A  working  faith 

3.  Use  of  offering  envelopes 

4.  Christian  tithing   or  proportionate   giving 

5.  Year-round    stewardship    education. 

Write  to  the  Missionary  Office  of  the  Bi-ethren  Church 
NOW  and  be  off  with  the  new  year. 


YOU 


— are  part  of  the  problem 
— are  part  of  the  answer 


Reverend  E.  M.  Riddle,  Chairman 
Stewardship   Committee  Advisory   Council. 


Boys'  Brotherhood  Program 

Percy  C  Miller— Topic  EMitor 

Program  for  February 


TOPIC— WASHINGTON    AND    AMERICA 
OLD  GLORY 

She  has  flown  through  many  battles, 
But  her  colors  still  are  bright; 

She  has  witnessed  lots  of  shooting. 
And  she  saw  our  heroes  fight. 

And  her  lofty  place  is  cherished 
By  each  citizen  who's  time; 

And  the  other  countries  envy  her, 
The  Red,  and  White  and  Blue. 

She  will   ever  be  a   symbol 
Of  our  Land  of  Liberty, 


And  she'll  fly  through  endless  aj?e«, 
In  Amf;n'ca,  that's  free. 

Foi'  this  great   three-colored  emblem, 
Men  will  fight  and  bicMj  and  die; 

High   abov(-  all   other  c.oIovh, 
May  Olrl  (;iory  ever  fly. 

Washington  won  a  good  name  with  loving  favor.  L*.-e 
said,  "First  in  war,  fiisl  in  peace,  and  fir.st  in  the  heaits 
of  his  countrymen.  "Lincoln  said,  "To  add  brightness  to 
the  sun  or  glory  to  the  name  of  Washingt^>n  is  alike  im- 
possible." Washington's  name  comes  from  nothing  le.ns 
than  character.  Mai-y  Wiiigate  has  expressed  it  so  well 
ill    licr    poem: 

0  noble  brow,  so  wise  in  thought. 
0   heart   so   true.   O   soul    unbought. 
0  eye  so  keen  to  pierce  the  niglit, 
And  guide  the  ship  of  state  aright. 
O  life  so  simple,  grand  and  free; 
The  humblest  still  may  turn  to  thee. 
0  king  uncrowned.  0  pi'ince  of  men. 
When  shall  we  see  thy  like  again? 

Why  is  a  good  name  so  greatly  to  be  desii-ed?  Why  is 
loving  favor  so  rich  a  rewai'd  ?  First  they  have  life  in 
themselves.  Money  lies  in  the  pocket;  these  men  live  in 
the  soul.  It  is  always  better  an  empty  puise  than  an 
empty  head.  "Better  be  poor  and  have  friends,  than  be 
rich  and  friendless."  Character — character  which  is  per- 
sonality; character  which  is  you — charactei-  alone  brings 
direct  and   satisfactory  blessings. 

How  is  a  good  name  and  loving  favor  won?  How  did 
Washington  win  his?  First  of  all  they  are  won;  never 
are  they  gifts.  Never  are  they  an  inheritance.  I  may  re- 
ceive at  birth  and  carry  to  age  of  accountability  my 
father's  good  name,  and  loving  favor  of  my  mother,  but 
as  my  parents  won  them  by  generous  thinking  and  right 
living,  so  must  I  win  mine. 

George  Washington  had  a  running  start  for  a  good 
careei".  He  was  well  born.  He  had  clean  blood  coui-sing 
his  veins.  He  had  a  perfect  environment.  His  family  be- 
hind him  had  a  social  status  second  to  that  of  no  man 
in  the  world.  However  these  things  did  not  win  for  him 
his  good  name.  Aaron  Burr  and  Benedict  AiTiold  had 
these  advantages  too.  Washington  won  it  by  unselfishness; 
desiring  nothing  of  gain  for  himself.  He  said,  "Let  us 
impart  all  the  blessings  we  possess  or  ask  for  ourselves 
to  the  whole  family  of  niankind.  Lafayette,  in  speaking 
of  his  beloved  friend  wlien  news  reached  him  of  Wash- 
ington's death  testified,  "In  my  idea  he  is  the  greatest 
man,  for  I  look  upon  him  as  the  most  \-irtuous." 

He  won  for  himself  a  good  name.  Charles  F.  Adams 
said,  "More  than  all,  and  above  all.  Washington  was  mas- 
ter of  himself."  NOW.  Washington  helped  to  make  our 
flag  possible.  Someone  said,  "The  school  of  the  Bible 
that  fails  to  make  true  patriots,  fails  to  develop  the  high- 
est type  of  Christianity."  What  a  diffei'ence  the  history 
of  America  might  have  been  had  Washington  not  been 
obedient  to  high  ideals  and  impulses.  Mi-s.  Washington, 
mother  of  George  Washington,  was  asked  how  she  man- 
aged to  raise  such  a  splendid  son.  Her  reply  was:  "I 
taught  him  to  obey."  NOW,  I  come  back  to  his  character: 
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Kiplinp  says  of  his  poem  "IF,"  in  which  he  loutlines  his 
ii'.eal  of  a  strong.  \vis<^  ami  noble  man,  that  it  was  written 
by  him  as  a  tribute  to  the  character  of  Washington,  who 
seemed  to  him  to  have  realized  tlvJt  ideal  most  perfectly. 
••Lives  of  great   men  all  remind  us  that  we  can  make 

our  lives   sublime   and  departing   leave   behind    us    foot- 
prints on  the  sands  of  time." 

Questions: 

How  can  we  win  a  good  name  ? 

What  does  it  mean  to  have  loving  favor? 

Added  feature: 

Have  someone  read  Kipling's  poem  "IF"  and  discuss  it. 
See  wherein  we  may  apply  parts  of  it  to  our  own  lives. 


I  ■»■  < 


Itertis  of  General  Interest 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 

feel  the  year  book  is  a  very  helpful  asset  to  a  church's 
yearly  program,  for  it  puts  into  the  hands  of  the  member- 
ship the  things  the  membership  wants  to,  and  should 
know,  about  the  work  of  the  church.1). 

Appix)ximately  150  people  attended  the  Fellowship  sup- 
per and  Watch  Night  service  on  New  Year's  Eve. 

NAPPANEE,  INDIANA.  Our  church  joined  with  other 
;hurches  of  the  community  in  a  union  sei'vice  on  January 
Ith,  which  was  held  in  the  First  Mennonite  Church.  This 
.vas  the  first  of  their  union  week  of  prayer  sei-vices  which 
continued  throughout  the  week. 

ROANN,  INDIANA,  Revival  services  were  scheduled  to 
begin  on  January  18th. 

WARSAW,  INDIANA.  Brother  Eugene  Beekley,  Pastor 
writes,  "We  have  gone  over  the  top  in  our  organ  fund 
drive,  and  will  have  a  dedication  and  concert  as  soon  as 
the  sound  chamber  is  completed  and  the  whole  instrument 
balanced." 

SHERWOOD,  MICHIGAN.  BRETHREN  MISSION. 
Baptismal  services  for  new  members  were  held  recently, 
a.sing  the  baptistry  of  the  Elkhart  Church. 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  Rev.  H.  H.  Rowsey  has 
n.stitutfcd  a  program  for  the  young  people  which  has 
/orked  so  effectively  elsewhere.  The  young  people  were 
.nvited  to  the  parsonage  after  the  evening  service  for 
"fun,  food  and  fellowship."  An  increasing  number  of  our 
churches  are  seeing  the  value  of  giving  this  extra  special 
empha.sifi  on  the  welfare  of  our  young  people. 

UDELL,  IOWA.  Mission  Sunday  in  Sunday  School  takes 
place  the  first  Sunday  of  each  month,  with  the  offerings 
going  toward  a  definite  mission  project.  Wn  say,  "Mission 
minded  churches  are  growing  churches." 

MORRILL,  KANSAS.  Brother  C.  C.  Grisso  writes,  "I 
am  just  beginning  a  three  month  pastorate  here.  Would 
love  to  remain  and  serve  this  fine  church,  but  my  interests 
in  Indiana  forbids  me." 

CHEYENNE,  WYOMING.  With  Rev.  Frank  W.  Gaibcr, 
Pastor  and  Rev.  C.  C.  Grisso  as  Evangelist,  an  PJvangel- 
istic  meeting  is  scheduled  for  the  Cheyenne  church  from 
Januaiy  20th  to  February  5th.  Brother  Grisso  will  present 


his  cliart,  "God's  Plan  of  Redemption"  in  these  services. 

TUCSON,  ARIZONA.  Improvements  continue,  accordt 
ing  to  Brother  Vernon  Grisso,  Pastor.  Recently  drapes 
were  hung  in  the  mother's  room  of  the  church;  a  Publi( 
Address  system,  drinking  fountain,  etc.,  were  installed.  Al 
of  these  things  help  to  make  a  church  more  "liveable"  am 
useful. 

MANTECA,  CALIFORNIA.  Horace  E.  Huse,  a  student 
at  Ashland  Seminary,  "brought  a  good  message  to  a  goo( 
sized  congregation,"  according  to  Brother  Wesley  Platt'i 
bulletin.  Manteca  is  .Brother  Huse's  home  church. 

SPiECIAL:  From  a  card  received  from  Mrs.  E.  L.  Kuns 
a  daughter  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Brower:  "Just  a  line  t( 
have  you  run  a  little  note  in  The  Evangelist  concernini 
the  50th  wedding  anniversary  of  Rev.  J.  W.  Brower  anc 
wife  on  January  28th.  We  are  having  a  card  shower  foi 
them.  Rev.  .Brower  is  bedfast  now."  The  Editor  is  sur( 
that  raany  of  you  readers  will  want  to  bring  a  bit  of  hap- 
piness to  these  faithful  servants  of  God.  They  are  resi 
dents  of  the  Brethren's  Home;  their  address,  c/o  Th< 
Brethren's  Home,  Flora,  Indiana. 

SPECIAL:  The  Publishing  Company  received  a  box  oJ 
rags  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  C.  Wertz,  Conenaaugh 
Pennsylvania.  We  express  our  thanks. 

Contributions  of  rags  to  the  Publishing  Company  are  al- 
ways gladly  received,  as  there  is  a  constant  need  for  then: 
in  the  operation  andl  care  of  our  printing  press  and  othei 
equipment.  , 

i 


LICHTY.  Barbara  Ellen  Gnagey  Lichty  was  born  ir 
Somerset  County,  Pennsylvania,  July  29,  1860.  Her  par- 
ents, Joel  and  Catherine  Gnagey:  the  father  a  faithfu 
minister  of  the  Gospel  and  the  mother  a  noble  Christian 
and    an    ideal    helpmeet    and    mother. 

Sisted  Lichty  accepted  the  Loid  Jesus  as  her  Savioui 
when  she  was  fourteen  years  old  and  was  baptized  in  thf 
Casselman  River  in  1874.  She  was  a  charter  member  ol 
the  Milledgeville  (Illinois)  Brethren  Church  where  God 
used  her  as  one  of  the  outstanding  leaders.  She  was  mai'- 
)ip(i  to  Samuel  Lichty  ,at  Milledgeville,  January  (Jth 
18<)X.  To  this  union  was  born  one  daughter,  Ruth,  March 
Gth,  1899.  From  Milledgeville  they  moved  to  Falls  City 
Nebraska,  where  they  lived  for  many  yeais.  They  tool( 
an  active  part  in  the  Falls  City  .Brethren  Church.  Sistei 
Lichty  held  in  this  church,  the  office  of  Deaconess  anc 
took  a  k'ading  part  in  the  Sunday  School  and  Christiar 
Endeavor  work.  After  the  homegoing  of  her  husband,  sh( 
moved  to  Pasadena,  California,  in  1920  where  she  livec 
until  1951.  Then  she  and  her  daughter  moved  to  Long 
.Beach.  On  December  23rd,  1952,  she  was  called  to  hei 
eternal   home.   What  a  glorious   Christmas  for  her. 

Sister  Lichty  was  tenderly  and  efficiently  cared  for  bj 
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her  daughter,  who  is  a  graduate  nurse.  God  will  bless  her 
for  the  way  she  honoi'e'd  her  mothei',  giving  her  every 
comfort  possible.  In  addition  to  her  daughter,  Sislei- 
Lichty  is  Survived  by  three  sisters,  Mi-s.  Ella  Sweitzer  of 
i'asadena,  Mrs.  Grace  Warner  of  Floiid.a,  and  Mrs.  Sadie 
Sweitzer  of  Maryland. 

For  over  forty  years  Mother  Lichty  (as  we  call  her) 
has  been  a  real  friend  to  the  writer  and  his  wife.  We 
stayed  in  her  home  while  in  revival  meetings  over  foity 
Ncais  ago.  The  home  was  ideal,  the  family  altar  fires 
lurned  daily.  Sister  Lichty  was  a  mother  with  true  love. 
Death  cannot  destroy  a  mother's  prayers,  for  they  go  up 
to  God  and  there  they  are.  Death  cannot  destroy  a  moth- 
er's faith  for  it  is  stronger  than  castles,  than  walls,  than 
iion  gates,  as  its  highway  leads  to  the  heart  of  God. 

Services  were  held  in  the  Little  Church  of  the  Flowers, 
Forest  Lawn,  in  Glendale,  California.  The  writer  was  ably 
assisted  by  Rev.  William  H.  Grubb,  Assistant  Pastor  of 
Westminster  Presbyterian  Church  of  Sacramento,  Cali- 
fornia. He  is  a  nephew  of  Mother  Lichty,  and  a  son  of 
Mrs.   Wilma  Grubb. 

Mother  Lichty  was  a  life  subscribers  to  The  Brethren 
Evangelist,  which  paper  she  enjoyed  so-  much.  (I,  myself 
have  been  a  reader  for  forty-five  years.) 

The  text:  Revelation  14:13,  so  fitting  for  the  occa- 
sion, "Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord  from 
henceforth;  Yea,  saith  the  Spirit,  that  they  may  rest 
from  their  labors;  and  their  works  do  folljow  them."  Sis- 
ter Lichty  had  a  song  in  her  soul.  On  our  last  visit  with 
l;er  before  her  home-going,  she  sang  sweetly  one  stanza 
of  the  "Ninety  and  Nine,"  and  one  of  "Pass  Me  Not,  0 
Gentle  Savioiur."  Kneeling  at  her  bedside  for  the  last  time, 
^\'c  had  fellowship  in  prayer  together.  So,  we  say  good 
night  here  for  a  little  while,  then  good  morning,  where 
the  sun  never  sets. 

Brother  N.   W.  Jennings, 

.1696  Fiske  Ave.,  Pasadena,  Calif. 


CLARK.  Edwin  LeRoy,  12  year  old  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Durwood  Clark,  was  laid  to  rest  from  Xhe  First  Brethren 
Church  of  North  Libex'ty,  Indiana. 

Eddie  lived  but  three  hours  after  being  dragged  by  a 
horse  upon  riding  with  a  companion  at  the  home  of  friends 
on  the  eve  of  November  16.  He  was  one  of  our  most  active 
and  well-liked  boys  of  the  Brethren  Body  here.  A  few  days 
previous  he  was  chosen  secretary  of  our  .Boys  Bi^otheihood 
recently  organized.  Two  other  youngsters  are  those  of  the 
home  which  are  younger,  Louaine  and  Gordon. 

Service  conducted)  by   the  pastor. 

J.  Edgar  Berkshire. 

LESLIE.  Mrs.  Sarah  C.  Leslie,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Lydia  Myers  Early,  was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  Ohio, 
on  December  21,  1859  and  passed  away  at  the  Faddis  Rest 
Home  in  Ashland,  Ohio,  on  January  4,  1953,  in  which  home 
she  had  been  for  the  past  four  years.  She  had  attained 
the  age  of  ninety-five  years.  She  was  the  wife  of  Guilford 
Leslie,  who  passed  away  twenty  years  ago. 

She  livd  in  Indiana  during  the  early  part  of  her  life, 
but  had  been   a  resident  of  Ashland,  Ohio,  for  the  past 


forty-three  years.  She  has  been  a  member  of  thf.  Hrethren 
Church  for  seventy-five  years,  and  a  memU^r  of  the  W.  C. 
T.  U.  for  fifty  years. 

One  son  and  one  daughter  preceded  her  in  <i*,-ath.  Sur- 
viving are  three  daughters:  Mrs.  Miles  J.  Snyder  of  I^ke- 
wood,  Ohio;  Mrs.  B.  T.  Burnworth  of  Toledo,  Ohio;  and 
Mrs.  M.  C.  Beechley  of  Nappanee,  Indiana;  one  .son.  Dr. 
Hugh  J.  Le.slie  of  Cleveland,  Ohio;  also  ten  ^andchildren 
and  nineteen  great  grandchildren. 

Funeral  seivices  were  conducted  from  the  Gilbert  Fu- 
neral Home,  with  the  undersigncxl  officiating.  Burial  was 
made  in  the  Ashland  Cemetei-y. 

Fred  C.  Vanator. 
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WEDDING   BELLS 

PUCKETT-ESTEP.  Gloria  Estep,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Charles  Estep,  and  B.  Forrest  Puckett,  son  of  Dr. 
B.  F.  Puckett,  all  of  Oak  Hill,  W.  Va.,  were  united  in 
marriage  in  a  beautiful  double  ring  ceremony,  which  was 
read  in  the  Oak  Hill  Brethren  Church,  at  3:00  P.  M., 
Sunday,  November  30,  1952,  by  the  undersigned,  their 
Pastor.  Mrs.  Puckett  is  a  member  of  this  church.  A  re- 
ception in  the  church  basement  followed  the  ceremony. 

Mrs.  Puckett  is  employed  by  the  Coleman  Packing 
Company  of  Oak  Hill,  and  Mr.  Puckett  is  a  local  mine 
inspector.  They  are  at  home  in  this  city. 

May  God  bless  them  as  they  walk  down  life's  pathway 
together. 

Arthur  H.   Tinkel. 

TADLOCK- WALTERS.  At  three  o'clock.  Sunday  after- 
noon, December  7th,  1952,  at  the  East  Side  Presbyterian 
church  in  Stockton,  California,  John  Paul  Tadlock  and 
Dorothea  Mae  Walters  were  united  in  marriage  by  the 
undersigned,  before  a  great  gathering  of  relatives  and 
friends.  The  bride  is  the  very  efficient  and  popular  Su- 
perintendent of  the  Stockton  Sunday  School.  The  gi"oom 
is  a  member  of  Uncle  Sam's  navy,  and  has  just  returned 
from  service  in  Korea.  He  is  to  be  stationed  at  the  Ala- 
meda Navy  Base  at  Almeda,  California,  where  the  hap- 
py couple  will  make  their  home.  The  best  wishes  of  a 
great  host  of  friends  go  with  them. 

Charles  E.  Johnson. 


How  About 

Your  Offerings?  ? 


PUBLICATION    DAY   OFFERING 

Make  checks  to  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company,  and 
address    The  .Brethren   Publishing    Company.   524    College 

Avenue,   At;]iland.   Ohio. 
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Topic  for  Kebniaiy  1,  1953 

SH  AKI\(;    Ol'R   TESTIMONY 

Isaiah   43:10-12 

YK  ARK  MY  WITNESSES.  As  you  look  to  the  year 
ahead  you  can  make  it  possible  by  youi-  testimony 
for  Jesus  and  His  way  of  life  to  have  Him  reign  supreme 
in  the  heaits  and  lives  of  other  young  people.  LOOK  UN- 
TO JESUS  and  find  in  Him  your  way  of  life!  WORK 
WITH  JKSUS  and  share  with  Him  the  tasks  of  tomoi'- 
rnw's  world!  LIVE  LIKE  JESUS  and  discover  the  secret 
of  His  power  over  lives. 

1.  THE  PERSON  FOR  OUR  WITNESSING.  What  is 
the  message  that  we  are  given  to  preach?  Is  it  our  ex- 
perience that  we  aie  told  to  shed  abroad?  Is  it  what  we 
THINK  the  Bible  says  about  any  given  subject?  Is  it  a 
message  of  reformation  or  the  gospel  of  "do  better"  that 
we  must  preach  ?  I'm  sure  that  you  will  agree  with  me 
that  the  answer  to  all  of  these  questions  is  definitely 
NO!  But  what  then  is  our  message  for  this  and  every 
generation  ? 

It  was  told  to  us  in  the  Book  of  Isaiah,  "Ye  are  my 
Witnesses."  It  was  shown  forth  through  the  message 
Peter  and  John  preached.  This  message  was  the  secret 
of  their  successful  witnessing.  In  Acts  3:6  we  find  Peter 
and  John  going  up  to  the  temple  to  pray  at  the  hour  of 
prayer.  As  they  go,  they  come  to  a  man  who  is  helplessly 
lame.  Peter's  attention  is  drawn  to  this'  man  as  he  begs 
lor  alms,  but  Peter,  being  a  poor  preacher,  is  not  able 
to  help  in  the  way  expected  but  he  does  have  something 
worth  while  .  .  .  yea,  even  priceless!  Getting  the  lame 
man's  attention,  Peter  utters  these  words  found  in  verse 
six — "Silver  and  gold  have  I  none;  but  such  as  I  have 
give  I  thee:  IN  THE  NAME  OF  JESUS  CHRIST  OF 
NAZARETH,   RISE   UP   AND    WALK." 

There  certainly  was  no  mistake  about  the  One  in  whose 
name  this  lame  man  was  to  b<;  healed.  There  is  no  room 
for  rnisundf  rstanding  here.  It  was  "IN  THE  NAME  OF 
JESUS  CHRIST"  that  this  man  leceived  healing.  It 
wasn't  Peter's  powerful  testimony  or  personality  that 
caused  this  man  to  walk,  it  was  the  life-giving,  trans- 
foiTning  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  CHRIST  is  the 
an.swer  to  every  problem  of  liff.  CHRIST  is  the  mes- 
sage we  have  to  give  to  a  world  that  is  saturated  with 
sin  today.  There  is  no  other  message  that  will  satisfy 
the  longing  of  the  human  heart. 

2.  THE  POWER  FOR  WITNESSING.  You  may  be 
like  other  young  people  I  know  and  say  that  you  are  not 
so  sure  that  once  you  have  started  to  give  the  messagf 
of  Jesus  that  you  would  be  able  to  finish.  But  in  God's 
Word  we  see  that  according  to  Acts  1:8  "Ye  shall  re- 
ceive power,  after  that  the  Holy  C;host  is  come  upon  you." 


Once  again  we  see  the  intervening  hand  of  God.  Not  only 
does  He  give  us  the  MESSAGE,  but  He  gives  us  the 
POWER  with   which  to   proclaim   the  message. 

Our  Father  knows  how  weak  and  helpless  we  are,  so 
He,  in  His  mei'cy,  has  supplied  us  with  HIS  power  with 
which  to  preach  CHRIST. 

Before  the  coming  of  the  H^oly  Spirit,  Peter  could  only 
deny  ever  having  known  Christ,  but  after  Pentecost  he 
becomes  a  fire  brand  for  God.  This  same  POWER  is  ours 
today,  to  do  the  same  for  us  as  He  did  for  Peter,  if  we 
will  but  let  Him  have  full  sway  in  our  hearts  and  lives. 

3.  THE  PROGRAM  FOR  WITNESSING.  We  have 
seen  the  Person  and  the  Power  for  ,our  witnessing.  Now 
I  would  like  you  to  see  the  Program  for  our  witnessing. 
Our  task  seems  clear;  we  have  three  things  to  do  in  the 
modern  world  if  we  are  to  make  it  what  it  ought  to  be. 

(1)  We  must  bring  more  and  more  persons,  individu- 
ally, into  the  Christian  fellowship,  seeking  and  wooing 
for   the   Church  every  last   man,   woman,  and   child. 

(2)  We  must  develop  a  new  concern  for  human  souls. 
It  is  not  ours  to  keep  the  Gospel  to  ourselves,  bwt  to  give 
it  out  to  those  in  need.  We  are  so  interested  in  learn- 
ing more  of  the  Word  ourselves  sometimes,  that  we  for- 
get that  we  need  to  give  it  to  others.  This  is  one  of  the 
chief  causes  of  our  lives  becoming  stale  and  stagnant  and 
our  testimony  becoming  meaningless  to  the  unsaved 
world.  We  often  forget  that  someone  went  out  of  his  or 
her  way  to  bring  us  the  G,o.sipel,  and  if  they  hadn't,  we' 
might  not  belong  to  Christ  ourselves. 

(3)  We  must  infiltrate  our  whole  society  with  Chris- 
tian influence,  bringing  that  gospel  to  bear  on  every 
nook  and  cranny  of  life.  This  third  task  implies  that  we- 
shall  seek  to  develop  real  Christian  businessmen,  scien- 
tists, artists,  teachers,  and  workers  in  all  walks  of  life 
—men  and  women  with  a  sense  of  vocation,  expressing 
their  faith  through  the  specific  talents  they  are  exert- 
ing in  their  work. 

The  message  for  the  Brethren  church  in  this  great  hour 
is  "GO!"  The  time  is  short,  the  signs  of  the  coming  of 
our  Saviour  multiply  and  the  hour  is  late!  I  pray  that 
some  young  person  reading  this  article  may  answer  the 
call  and  take  the  Gospel  to  "the  uttemiost  part  of  the 
earth."  We  need  trained  workers  for  our  mission  fields. 
We  need  YOU  for  a  witness. 

4.  WE  HAVE  BEiEN  GIVEN  THE  MESSAGE.  God 
promises  to  supply  the  power  if  we  will  but  yield.  We  see 
His  program  clearly  defined  through  the  revelation  of 
His  word.  NOW  THE  QUESTION  IS— WILL  WE  BE 
WITNESSES  FOR  HIM?  Will  we  lift  high  the  banner 
of  the  cross  ?  Will  we  i-ise  to  meet  the  challenge  ?  These 
aro  questions  that  only  you  can  answer.  I  pray  God  that 
each  reader  will  rise  to  meet  the  challenge  of  the  hour 
by  Jiving  and  giving  the  Gospel  of  Christ  in  the  power 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  according  to  God's  revealed  program 
in   His  world. 

I"!"1"M  I  l..t..l-l..l"I"l'M'l"I"I'-l"I"I"I"l"I"I"M"I"I"I  I'M'I  M  I  Ml- 

All  who  have  had  close  dealings  with  God  feel  the  need 
of  being  led  by  the  Spirit. 

Thinking  costs  nothing — Speaking  often   does. 
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SPIRITUAL  WARRIORS 

TT  IS  NOT  ENOUGH  TO  ENJOY  the  wcaltl.  of  a  Chris- 
tian  as  an  heir  of  God  (Romans  8:17),  feasting  on 
the  riches  of  His  grace  (Eph.  1:7,  18;  2:7;  3:6).  It  is  not 
enough  even  to  walk  worthy  (Eph.  4:1;  Phil.  3:14)  of  the 
high  calling  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  to  be  filled  with  the 
Spirit  (Eph.  5:18).  God  does  not  think  that  this  is'  the 
place  to  stop  (Eph.  6:10).  However,  no  one  is  by  any 
means  prepared  for  the  Christian  warfare  who  is  lack- 
ing in  the  wealth  and  the  walk  of  a  Christian  (Eph.  6: 
10-12).  It  is  only  such  qualified  ones  that  God  can  trust 
in  terrific  spiritual  warfare. 

"See  the  mighty  hosts  of  evil 
Spreading    death    thro'out   the    land; 
Who  is  theie  will  answer  quickly. 
And    the   hosts   of   sin    withstand?" 

It  is  not  enough  to  witness,  to  be  a  worker.  One  must 
be  a  warrior  to  have  victory  over  real  spiritual  conflict 
in  home,  church,  and  community.  There  is  a  place  in  the 
ranks  for  everyone   legardless  of  his  age    (lEccl.   8:8). 

"Thro'   the   land  a   call   is   sounding, 
And  it  comes  to  age  and  youth; 
'Tis  a  summons  to  the  conflict, 
In  the  cause  of  right  and  truth; 
To  the  standard   of  our  Captain, 
Lo,   there   comes   the   faithful    few; 
But   the   victory,   my   brother, 
May   depend    on    you." 

Every  saint  is  called  to  arms.  It  is  an  intense  strug- 
gle (Eph.  6:12).  The  conflict  is  not  against  a  visible  foe 
but  a  superhuman  adversary  (Eph.  2:2),  who  has  author- 
ity over  evil  spirits.  Satan  has  goveinmental  authority 
over  men.  (John  14:30  .  He  has  spiritual  authority  over 
men  (2  Cor.  4:4).  The  only  way  we  can  defeat  Satan  is 
through  the  power  of  Christ  Who  has  won  a  decisive  vic- 
tory over  him  (Heb.  2:14).  As  Jesus  was  led  in  the  wil- 
derness filled  with  the  Spirit  (Luke  4:1),  and  had  as  His 
only  weapon  the  Word  of  God  (Matt.  4:4,  7,  10),  so  we 
may  gain  the  victory  by  being  filled  with  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  with  the  precious  Word  in  the  mind  and  heart. 
We  have  to  be  alert  and  resistive  (1  Peter  5:8,  9;  James 
4:7).  We  iare  the  only  visible  part  of  Christ's  body  which 
the  devil  may  now  touch   (Heb.  4:14-16). 

Satan's  objective  is  to  retain  sinners  in  his  captivity 
and  to  regain  the  saints  under  his  control  (Luke  22:31). 
We  are  to  put  on  the  "whole  armor  of  God,  that  ye  may 
be  able  to  stand  against  the  wiles  of  the  devil."  The  devil 
is  probing  for  standing  room  in  our  lives  (Eph.  4:27) 
by  trying  to  get  our  eyes  off  of  Christ  (Heb.  12:1-4)  by 
depression    of   spirit,   delusion     of    mind,    distraction    of 


licait,  dcfhiction   of  will,  diHtrcHB  of  body,  diHC/>rd  in  the 
home,  division  in  the  church. 

We  are  no  match  foi-  the  devil  but  we  are  aKKUn.Hi  of 
power  in  Christ  (Eph.  6:10).  We  can  be  "more  than  con- 
querors" through  Christ  Who  is  more  than  a  match 
for  Satan  (Eph.  6:2,  13,  16).  We  are  to  be  where  Christ 
is  in  the  heavenlies  (Eph.  2:6)  "far  above  all  principality 
and  power  and  might,  and  dominion."  Our  pw.sition  in 
Christ  gives  us  protection  so  that  God  may  fight  our  bat- 
tles for  us  as  He  did  for  the  children  of  Israel  (Exodus  14: 
13;  2  Chron.  20:17).  The  spiritual  aimor  is  foi-  every  part 
of  the  bodly  except  the  back.  God  expects  us  always  to  face 
the  foe  in  the  time  of  tiial,  affliction  or  dark  hour.  Only 
the  deserter  exposes  himself  to  the  enemy. 

"Our    God    is    calling,    calling    us    today. 
Armies  of  Jesus,  quickly  obey. 
And   'neath  His  banner  high   unfuiled. 
On   to  the  conquest   of  the   world. 
Go   to  the   nations  fierce   and   wild. 
Go  with  the  gospel  meek  and  mild; 
The    Word   of   life   to   them    proclaim. 
And    conquer   in    the    Saviour's    name." 


Lesson   Comments   by  Fred  C.  Vanator 


Lesson   for   February   1,   19."i3 

POSSESSIONS:  HELP  OR  HINDRANCE 

Lesson:  Matthew  19:16-26 

THE  MESSAGE  OF  OUR  LESSON  can  pretty  well  be 
summed  up  in  the  words  of  our  Golden  Text,  "Take 
heed,  and  beware  of  covetousness:  for  a  man's  life  con- 
sisteth  not  in  the  abundance  of  the  things  which  he  pos- 
sesseth,"  and  the  greatest  emphasis  must  necessarily  be 
placed  on  the  word  "Things." 

In  this  lesson  we  meet  the  possessor  of  "things"  which 
stood  in  his  way,  as  he  was  asked  to  relinquish  his  love 
for  them  in  order  to  become  worthy  of  eternal  life.  It  is 
the  familiar  incident  of  the  rich  young  man  who  came  to 
Jesus  to  ask  Him  what  essentials  were  required  in  order 
to  be  worthy  of  life  everlasting.  Note  the  seeming  sim- 
plicity of  his  question,  "Good  blaster,  whiit  good  thing 
.^all  I  do.  that  I  may  have  eternal  life?"  But  was  it  a 
question  that  could  be  answered  by  the  mere  telling  of 
something  to  d]a?   Let  us  see! 

Jesus  first  approaches  the  answer  by  telling  him  that 
he  first  of  all  must  have  the  proper  relationship  with 
others,  morally  and  physically:  that  he  is  to  keep  the 
commandments,  evidently  assuming  that  he  has  had  the 
proper  relation  to  God.  This  the  young  man  could  truth- 
fully answer,  saying  that  this  he  had  done  from  his  youth 
up,  but  that  he  realized  that  there  might  be  something 
that   should   be   done   on   his  part,   over  and   above   this. 
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However,  ho  seonu'd  ontiivly  unpioparod  for  the  nquiie- 
nient  which  Jesus  presented,  aiul  was  astonished  when 
he  was  told  to  "sell  that  thou  hast,  and  give  to  the  poor, 
and  thou  shalt  have  treasure  in  lieaven:  and  coim^  and 
follow  me." 

Now  let  us  stop  and  endeavor  to  sort  of  analyze  his 
position.  Hei"e  was  a  rieh  man  who  evidently  had  not 
gained  possession  of  his  wealth  thioujih  false  nutans  or 
by  stealing  it;  he  had  caused  no  man  to  lose  his  life  in 
order  that  he  might  obtain  this  wealth.  He  could  look 
every  man  in  the  eye  and  say,  "I  have  never  defrauded 
you  in  any  way."  He  was  an  honest  man.  l>ut  his  lif(^ 
was  bound  up  in  the  possession  of  "things."  He  was  at 
the  place  where  he  no  longer  possessed  his  wealth,  but 
now  his  wealth  possessed  him.  Jesus  knew  this  and  im- 
mediately placed  His  finger  on  the  root  of  this  man's 
trouble. 

How  true  the  saying,  "Tlic  love  of  money  is  the  root 
of  all  evil."  The  reason  the  young  man  turned  away  sor- 
rowful, was  because  "he  had  great  possessions,  and  when 
he  came  to  the  place  where  he  had  to  choose  between  the 
known  and  the  unknown,  between  the  material  and  the 
spiritual,  he  was  unwilling  to  relinquish  his  hold  on  what 
he  had  to  exchange  it  for  what  he  had  possibly  thought 
he  already  possessed. 

But  had  this  young  man  stopped  to  think  over  \\'hat 
Jesus  asked  him  to  do?  Probably  not.  For  let  us  remem- 
ber that  Jesus  did  not  ask  him  to  impoverish  himself;  He 
only  asked  him  to  let  go  of  his  hold  on  his  possessions 
in  such  a  manner  that  would  permit  him  to  see  the  need 
of  others  as  well  as  that  of  himself.  After  he  would  have 
sold  his  possessions  he  would  still  be  in  possession  of 
them  or  their  value,  but  he  would  have  been  required  to 
have  a  different  attitude  toward  his  fellowman.  He  would 
then  exchange  his  selfi.shness  for  liberality;  change  his 
manner  of  living  from  that  of  mere  satisfaction  of  per- 
sonal desires  into  one  of  helpfulness  to  the  less  fortunate; 
the  changing  of  a  life  of  "getting"  into  one  of  "giving." 
He  would  be  laying  up  treasures  in  heaven  instead  of 
burying  his  treasures  on  earth.  .But  this  he  was  unwilling 
to  do,  and  without  giving  proper  thought  to  the  ultimate 
reward,  he  simply  "turned   away  sorrowful." 

If  he  had  been  willing  to  "sell  and  give"  there  is  no 
rioubt  that  he  would  also  have  been  willing  to  "cr)me  and 
follow"  Jesus. 

Possession  can  either  be  a  Help  or  a  Hindrance.  It  is 
up  to  the  individual  to  make  the  choice  of  which  it  shall 
be.  Jesus  definitely   points  out  the   way   in   this   incident. 


.NEW  INTEKTYI'E  MACHINE  IN  OPERATION 

-Monflay,  January  12th,  the  new  Tntertype  machine, 
which  we  announced  had  anived  in  Ashland,  was  placed 
in  operation.  However,  most  of  the  articles  in  this  issue 
of  The  Evangelist  were  set  in  type  before  the  new  machine 
was  installed,  to  fore.stall  any  delay  which  might  occur 
during  the  installing  of  the  new  machine.  However,  the 
type  for  this  notice,  and  the  type  for  the  Interesting  Items 
and  the  Editorial  (which  are  always  set  "at  the  latest  pos- 
sible time")  is  being  set  on  the  new  machine. 

YOUR  OFFERINGS  for  the  Publication  Day  offering 
will  help  to  pay  for  this  very  essential  piece  of  new  equip- 
ment in  your  publishing  house,     W.  S.  B. 
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LANARK,  ILLINOIS 

Christmas  activities  included  the  presentation  of  the  can- 
tata, "Glory  To  God,"  by  C.  F.  Gounod,  directed  by  Mrs. 
J.  D.  Hamel  and  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Max  Sisler  at  the 
organ.  This  presentation  in  music  of  our  Lord's  birth  and 
its  implications  in  the  Gospel  story  showed  tireless  effort 
on  the  part  of  the  director,  accompanist,  andi  choir.  Given 
by  candlelight,  it  was  well  i-eceived. 

Christmas  Sunday,  the  Youth  Choir,  led  by  Mrs.  Hamel, 
made  its  first  appearance  in  new  white  robes,  with  black 
bows.  They  sang,  "Dear  Little  Stranger."  Following  Long- 
fellow's "Bells  on  Christmas  Day,"  by  the  Senior  Choir, 
Rev.  Hamel  spoke  on  the  subject,  "The  Christmas  Mes- 
sage." 

On  Monday  evening  before  Christnxas,  the  children  of 
the  church  gave  their  program  with  a  number  from  each 
group  or  class.  Presents  and  treats  were  distributed  from 
the  tree  after  the  service. 

The  Hamels  entertained  the  choir  the  following  Sunday 
after  the'  evening  service.  During  the  evening  the  members 
of  the  choir  listened  to  the  tape  recording  made  of  their 
cantata.  Carols  were  sung  and  delicious  refreshments 
we're  served. 

This  Christmas  will  long  be  remembered  by  the  Lanark 
Church  as  the  time  that  they  "adopted"  Mrs.  Kenneth  Sol- 
omon as  their  own  missionary.  Following  a  recommenda- 
tion made  by  the  combined  W.  M.  S.  groups  to  the  offi- 
cial board,  the  church  voted  to  support  Mrs.  Solomon  in 
her  work  in  South  America.  This  move  on  the  part  of  the 
church  is  sure  to  unite  the  congiegation  in  its  missionary 
efforts  and  to  add  new  meaning  to  all  missionary  undler- 
takings. 

The  Builders  Class  recently  undertook  a  landscaping 
project  ,and  began  it  this  fall  by  beautifying  the  front  of 
the  church  and  the  bulletin  board  with  evergreen  plant- 
ings. Contributions  came  from  the  entire  me'mbership, 
many  given  in  memory  of  departed  loved  ones.  The  Class 
plans  to  continue  the  project  in  the  spring  as  funds  come' 
in,  planting  along  the  west  side  of  the  building  at  that 
time. 

Mrs.  Willard  Rahn,  Church  Correspondent. 

CANTON,  OHIO  REVIVAL 

We  were  privileged  to  have  as  our  evangelist  Brother 
Floyd  Sibert,  pastor  of  our  church  at  Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio, 
during  our  November  (10-23)  meeting  here  in  Canton, 
Ohio.  The  pastor  was  somewhat  smitten  in  his  he'art  when 
he  looked  out  over  the  heads  of  the  embarrassingly  small 
cong)-egation  the  first  evening  of  our  campaign.  It  was 
hard  woj'k  for  the  evangelist  to  begin  a  series  of  powerful 
sermons  on  judgment  and  salvation  to  such  a  small  con- 
gregation. He  came  through  victorious,  however,  in  spite 
of  fatigue,  coupled  with  a  bad  cold.  The  spirit  of  the  meet- 
ings slowly  picked  up,  though  the  crowdis  at  no  time  ex- 
cept Sunday  mornings  were  encouraging. 
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The  "old  faithful"  ones  of  the  congregation  arc  certain- 
y  to  be  commended.  They  are  the  busiest  people  the  pastor 
las  ever  seen — both  husbands  and  wives — but  still  they 
ame  to  most  of  the  sei-vices  and  backed  the'm  up  and 
inidergirded  them  with  their  prayers.  We  have  the  finest, 
Host  talented  group  of  "faithful"  ones  here  in  Trinity 
brethren  Church  that  one  can  find  anywhere.  The  diffi- 
;ulty  lies  in  the  fact  that  too  many  men  are  holding  to 
heir  wives'  apron  strings  in  hopes  of  being  dragged  into 
leaven.  They  are  good  men— ,BUT  THEY  WON'T  COME 

0  church !  ( May  I  say  that  those  who  do  come  are  the  best 
eaders  any  pastor  could  wish  for.) 

Brother  Sibert  threw  the  BOOK  at  US.  He  pulledl  no 
>unches,  as  the  pastor  does  not.  He  told  us  our  weak- 
less,  as  well  as  our  strength.  Brethren  could  use  more  of 
hat  type  of  preaching.  The  pastor  was  revived,  even  if 

1  percentage  of  our  people  we're  not.  I  might  say,  though, 
hat  there  was  an  undercurrent  which  is  still  stirring  as  a 
esult  of  our  efforts.  Four  were  baptized,  three  re-dedi- 
:ated  their  lives  to  the  Lord,  one  Catholic  man  accepted  the 
jord  (but  because  of  ,a  fear  of  water  has  not  yet  been  bap- 
ized),  several  others  were  deeply  impressed  by  the  per- 
onal  contacts  that  were  made.  Since  the  services  the  pas- 
or  has  taken  two  confessions — .an  airforce  Sergeant  who 
ras  formerly  a  Catholic,  and  another  young  man — and 
laptized  them  .and  taken  them  into  the  church.  He  now  has 
jhe  promise  of  another  young  man  to  step  out  for  the  Lord 
lext  Sunday. 

Since  our  coming  to  Canton  in  September,  1951,  seven- 
|een  new  members  have  been  admitted.  The  Sunday  School 
ttndance  .averages  approximately  120.  Our  highest  at- 
endance  was  last  Easter  when  we  had  an  attendance  of 
75,  which   exactly   reached  our  goal  for  that  day. 

The  pastor  is  still  attending  Ashland  Seminary.  He  feels 
h,at  these  people  are  going  along  well  under  his  slow 
methods,  pressed  from  every  side  by  dtuties  here  and  tasks 
here.  We  love  our  people,  and  we  have  reason  to  believe 
hat  they  love  us.  They  gave  us  such  a  tremendous  Christ- 
aas  this  year  that  it  would  take  two-thirds  of  an  8^/^  x  11" 
heet  of  paper,  typewritten,  single-spaced  to  list  the  gifts! 
We  have  them  listed.) 

Right  now  we  are  entering  into  a  great  campaign  with 

ifty-eight  other  Canton  churches  to  bring  the  unsaved  and 

jjinchurched  in.  Rev.  Charles  Templeton,  a 'noted  evangelist 

"rom  Canada,  will  be  the  speaker.  Pray  for  us.  Brethren. 

,  Clarence  A.  Stogsdill,  Canton,  Ohio. 

WITH  THE  CANTON  BRETHREN 

It  was  our  privilege  to  enjoy  two  weeks  of  wonderful  f el- 
iwship  in  evangelism  with  Rev.  Stogsdill  and  the  Canton 

rethren.  Having  read  so  much  about  these  loyal  .and  en- 
•rgetic  Bi-ethren  it  was  a  real  blessing  to  learn  to  know 
hem  personally. 

They  have  a  very  nice  church  and  are  using  it  to  the 
flory  of  God.  With  the  exception  of  the  need  for  some 
ndividual  class  rooms  they  have  a  very  completely 
quipped  plant.  The  Laymen  ai-e  working  on  this  project. 

When  it  comes  to  talent  and  leadership  they  have  a 
nost  efficient  group.  The  musical  talent  was  varied  and 
ibundant.  Not  many  new  congregations  are  so  blest.  It  was 
nost  encouraging  to  see  young  people  using  their  talents 
o  serve  the  Lord.  The  pressure  of  High  School  and  com- 
n unity  was  just  as  great  on  them  as  in  any  other  com- 
nunity,  but  they  took  time  to  serve  their  Lord. 

TTie  weather  could  hardly  have  been  better.  With  the  ex- 


ception of  rain  one  night  and  a  typical  "Pitt;sburgh  Smog" 
another,  we  had  autumn-like  weather,  'i'he  attendance,  ex- 
c(!pt  for  Sunday,  w.as  not  large.  They  face  the  OKiaai  pr<At- 
lems  of  twentieth  century  working  habits.  The  round-the- 
clock  shifts  in  the  mills  together  with  the  fact  that  both 
husband  and  wife  worked  in  some  instances  made  regular 
attendance  difficult.  It  would  have  been  interesting  to 
know  how  many  of  the  members  were  in  the  service  some 
time  during  the  two  weeks.  'I'he  Ixjrd  knows  all  alxjut 
these  problems.  In  fact  He  foreknew  them  when  in  Luke 
16:2  He  said,  "...  give  an  account  of  thy  steward-ship." 
We  are  stewards  of  time.  Most  ministers  will  concede  that 
when  church  members  become  as  exacting  with  their  stew- 
ardship of  time  for  the  Loixl  as  they  arc  for  industry, 
revivals  will  come  relatively  easy.  It  takes  time  to  be 
holy. 

The  audiences  were  unusually  responsive.  It  was  easy 
to  speak  to  them.  They  were  most  appreciative  and  a  real 
inspiration  to  the  speaker.  The  warmth  and  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  radiates  from  every  born-again  pei-son  who 
sits  in  a  revival  service.  .But  empty  church  pews  are  cold, 
lifeless  things.  We  do  thank  our  Lord  for  the  privilege 
of  working  with  the  Brethren  who  came  night  after  night 
out  of  their  busy  walks  of  life  to  be  used  of  the  Lord  in 
a  soul  saving  effort.  It  was  a  fellowship  that  will  never  be 
forgotten. 

Under  the  direction  of  Rev.  Stogsdill  the  membership 
started  a  visitation  program  that  began  to  pay  off  duilng 
the  meeting.  If  it  is  continued  it  will  certainly  be  the 
means  of  a  steady  growth  in  the  regular  ser\-ices.  They 
have  made  much  progress  in  the  past  months  and  seem  to 
be  girded  for  a  steady  push  forwai'd  with  Christ.  Young 
people  were  present  every  Sunday  evening  and  conducted 
their  own  service  before  the  worship  service.  Any  pastor 
would  be  proud  of  such  a  fine  group. 

The  church  is  blest  in  having  such  a  splendid  young 
couple  in  their  parsonage;  and  little  Gwen  is  tops  with 
everybody.  Rev.  Stogsdill  is  carrying  a  heavy  load,  includ- 
ing two  days  a  week  in  Ashland,  but  he  has  done  a  wonder- 
ful job  of  organizing  his  people  into  a  working  force  for 
the  Lord. 

There  was  quite  a  lot  of  sickness  in  his  pastorate,  some 

of  it  very  serious.  We  had  the  opportunity  of  fellowship- 
ping  with  him  in  just  about  every  type  of  pastoral  service. 
He  has  an  easy  approach  to  people  and  seems  to  find  it 
natural  to  adapt  himself  to  the  need  of  the  occasion.  He 
has  a  grasp  of  spiritual  tinith  that  is  commendable.  It 
is  refreshing  in  these  days  of  liberal  trends  to  find  young 
ministers  who  are  not  willing-  to  water  down  the  truth  of 
God's  Word. 

My  home  was  in  the  parsohage  and  it  was  a  real  home. 
Every  bit  of  my  stay  there  was  most  enjoyable.  Mrs. 
Stogsdill  not  only  entertained  the  evangelist  in  her  home 
but  both  she  and  little  Gwen  attended  almost  every  ser- 
vice. We  enjoyed  the  fellowship  of  a  number  of  the  Breth- 
ren during  the  noon  and  evening  meals.  We  enjoyed  every 
one  of  these  occasions  and  thank  them  for  their  good 
Christian  hospitality.  Their  love  gift  was  generous.  It  was 
received  with  a  thankful  heart. 

We  left  these  Brethren  friends  feeling  that  they  are  on 
the  move  for  the  Lord  and  that  we  shall  hear  of  steady 
growth  in  this  vineyard  of  the  Lord.  Surely  the  Mission 
Board  will  never  regret  having  assisted  this  gi-oup  of 
Brethren. 

Flovd  Sibert,  Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio. 
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New  Series  .  .  .  Full  Color 

m\Wm  POSTCARDS 

Use  these  brand-new  postcards  to  effectively 
contact  your  absent  members  each  week.  Bright 
colors,  human-interest  designs,  appealing  invita- 
tions, and  appropriate  Bible  verses  are  combined 
to  guarantee  instant  attention.  And  there's  space 
on  the  address  side  for  a  personal  message,  too. 

12   different   cards — a   choice   variety   for  any 
age,   preschool   through   adult.    Try  them   out   in 
^/   ^  CZ    ner  100       your  Sunday  school — you'll  be  glad  you  did.  Order 

by  number. 
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MV    CHURCH 

I  love  my  church! 

'Tis  there,  in  reverence,  I  seek 

New  inspiration  for  the  week; 
To  free  again  nny  heart  and  mind 

Of  thoughts  unhelpful  and  unkind; 
To  marvel  at  that  love  sublime 

Which,  through  the  centuries  of  time, 
Has  held  a  countless  multitude 

In  faithful,  trusting  servitude. 

I  love  my  church! 

Tis  there  that  I  can  lift  my  voice 

And  in  loved  songs  of  praise  rejoice 
That  care  and  trouble  fade  away 

When  prayer  and  thankfulness  hold  sway 
'Tis  there  I  go  to  hear  again 

The  story  of  the  Son  of  Man, 
And  thank  my  gracious  God  above 

That  I  can  share  his  wondrous  love! 
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ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  Work  on  excavating  the 
church  basement  has  begxin,  with  an  estimated  500  loads 
of  dirt  to  be  removed,  in  this  the  start  of  a  well  planned 
program  of  church  improvements. 

The  Sunday  School's  offering  of  $175.00  on  January 
11th,  •was  turned  into  the  building  fund. 

HAGERSTOWN,  MARYLAND.  The  January  issue  of 
"Church  News"  from  this  Church  has  been  sent  to  the 
KiditoT.  It  contains  much  valuable  information  for  the 
people  of  the  parish. 

Sixteen  new  members  were  received  into  the  church  on 
January  18th. 

740  students  and  teachers  of  the  Antietam  School, 
Hagerstown,  participated  in  our  Church  in  a  pre-Christ- 
mafl  worship  service.  The  program  was  provided  by  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  James  Ault,  Terry  Hourigan  and  Kemp  Kret- 
zer. 

BETHLEHEM,  VIRGINIA.  By  letter,  two  new  mem- 
berH  joined  the  Churrh  recently. 

The  Clericus  Chorus  of  Bridgewater  College  led  the 
worship  service  at  Uethlehem  on  January  11th.  These 
singers  are  all  young  men  preparing  for  the  ministry  and 
Christian  service.  The  evening  service  was  in  charge  of 
Elder  Timothy  D.  Swartz,  and  featured  the  motion  pic- 
ture, "Simon  Peter,  Fisherman." 

MT.  OLIVE,  VIRGINIA.  The  fine  temperance  drama, 
"The  Blue  Angel,"  was  presented  by  the  Youth  Tf-mper- 


anoo  Council  of  Rockingham  County,  January  4th,  to  a 
full  house.  Some  of  the  players  were  young  people  ol 
this  congregation.  The  adult  director  of  the  Y.  T.  C.  is 
Mrs.  Max  Kyger,  a  member  of  this  church.  This  play, 
with  its  fine  message,  will  be  given  twenty-one  times,  all 
in  a  wide  area  at  churches  and  schools.  It  is  receiving 
\\-ide  recognition  and  acclaim,  according  to  Brother  John 
F.  Locke,  Pastor. 

WAYNiE  HEIGHTS  BRETHREN,  WAYNESBORO, 
PENNA.  "Cash  Day  paid  off  again,"  according  to  Broth- 
er N.  V.  Leatheman's  bulletin,  and  if  we  are  correct  in 
our  addition,  the  total  was  around  $317.00.  Additional 
contributions  came  from  the  Junior  and  Senior  Sisterhood, 
totalling  $5.00.  Their  "Birthday  light  house"  netted 
$15.68,  which  fund  goes  for  class  room  signals  and  clock. 
All  this  shows  progress  in  this  church  which  is  now  in 
the  final  stages  of  a  new  building  program. 

JONES  MILLS,  PENNA.,  VALLEY  BRETHREN, 
Brother  Elmer  Keck  reports  one  new  member  received 
into  the  chuch  on  January  4th,  making  a  total  of  17  since 
the  beginning  of  his  pastorate  in  July,  1949.  This  repre- 
sents a  30%  increase  in  church  membership. 

JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.,  THIRD  BRETHREN.  One 
new  member  was  received  into  the  church  on  January 
11th. 

MASONTOWN,  PENNA.     Brother  William  Keeling  in 
(Continued  on  page  11) 
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Since  any  letters  intended  for  the  Edi- 
torial Office  of  the  Brethren  Publishing 
Company  and  addressed  to  the  under- 
signed under  first  class  nnailing  will  be 
forwarded  to  my  new  address  in  Sara- 
sota, Florida,  by  the  Ashland  Post  Of- 
fice, thus  causing  delay  in  arriving  ai 
the  editorial  offices  because  of  the  ne- 
cessity for  additional  time  elapsing  in 
the  return.  PLEASE  ADDRESS  ALL  OF 
SUCH  MAIL  TO:  REV.  W.  ST.  CLAIR 
BENSHOFF.  524  COLLEGE  AVENUE. 
ASHLAND.  OHIO.  This  will  save  delay 
and  confusion  which  would  come  other- 
wise. All  personal  mail,  which  should 
reach  the  undersigned,  will  come  more 
rapidly  if  addressed  to  the  Retiring  Edi- 
tor's new  address  below. 

Fred  C.  Vanator 

925  North  Lime  Avenue 

Sarasota,  Florida 
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January  Is  Sisterhood  find   Brotherhood   fllonth        i 


Y 


OUNG  PEOPLE    and  adults  as  well,  cannot  help  but 
be  familiar  with  the  heading  of  this  Editorial.     The 

little  picture  here,  is  also 
familiar  to  members  of  the 
Brethren  Church,  for  dur- 
ing this  month,  special  em- 
phasis has  been  given  to 
two  of  our  youth  groups — 
Sisterhood  and  Bi'other- 
hood. 

We  are,  perhaps,  a  little 
late  to  give  recognition 
Editorially  to  this  worthy 
effort  in  the  Church — yet 
perhaps,  we  can  help,  by 
reviewing  the  special  ef- 
fort in  retrospection. 

Christ  calls  youth,  and 
the  Church  is  the  instru- 
ment by  which  young  people  come  to  Him.  Our  youth 
program  merits  our  full  support  to  insure  a  going  church, 
now,  and  in  the  years  to  come.  Let  us  think  about  the 
month  just  past,  and  look  ahead  into  the  future. 

WHAT  DID  YOU  DO  ABOUT  IT? 

Our  concern  is  not  so  much  in  what  was  suggested  to 
be  done,  as,  "What  did  you  do  about  it?"  The  Youth 
Board  suggested  giving  the  youth  a  public  service,  hold- 
ing a  banquet  in  their  honor,  sponsoring 'a  parents'  night, 
and  putting  on  a  drive  for  new  members.  Plans  and  sug- 
gestions are  wonderful,  and  are  the  result  of  hours  of 
consultation  and  thinking  on  the  part  of  responsible  per- 
sons. But  they  must  be  put  into  action. 

It  should  be  the  concern  of  every  Pastor,  church  lead- 
er and  adult  member,  of  what  was  done  for  Sisterhood 
and  Brotherhood  this  month.  If  not,  you  might  as  well 
close  the  door  of  your  church,  for  good,  and  save  the 
pain  of  slow  death.  No  church  can  survive  one  genera- 
tion of  neglected  youth. 

Our  National  Brethren  Youth  Bo,ard  was  organized  to 
bring  the  young  people  of  the  church  into  a  valuable, 
spiritual,  working  fellowship  in  our  churches.  Far 
sighted  leaders  recognized  that  the  future  of  the  Breth- 
ren Church  rested  on  a  continuing  enlisting  and  training 
of  boys,  girls,  and  young  people  as  potential  leaders 

Much  good  has  been  accomplished  already.  Moi-e  could 
have  been  done  had  there  been,  in  the  over  all  picture, 
better  local  effort,  support  and  cooperation.     That's  why 


we  ask — "What  did  you  do  about  special  emphasis  on 
Brethren  young  people  this  month?"  We  commend  tho.se 
churches  which  gave  special  recognition  to  their  youth 
this  month.  To  you,  and  to  those  who  didn't,  but  who  now 
have  a  pang  of  regret,  we  suggest  the  following  things 
to  help  your  youth,  your  future  church,  henceforth. 

THE  PASTOR 

Pastors  always  have  bi'oad  shoulders,  so  we  begin  with 

them. 

There  are  two  reasons  why  Pastors  do  not  support 
youth  programs.  First,  because  they  are  not  interested. 
These  are  very,  very  few  in  the  Brethren  Church.  In  fact, 
we  doubt  seriously  that  any  of  our  Pastors  are  actually 
"not  interested  in  youth."  So,  we  come  to  the  second  rea- 
son why  Pastors  are  "not  interested"  and  that  is — that 
they  receive  little  or  no  cooperation  from  parents,  church 
leaders  or  the  youth  themselves.  This  is  discouraging  to 
any  Pastor.  Often  his  hurt  and  disappointed  feeling  is 
misinterpreted  to  mean  that  he  is  not  interested.  If  the 
youth  program  is  not  going  100%  in  your  church,  look 
closely — see  whei-e  the  Pastor,  perhaps,  has  not  received 
100%  cooperation  in  his  present,  or  past,  efforts. 

PARENTS 

We  believe  the  parents  to  be  the  key  lo  the  success  or 
failure  of  the  youth  program  of  your  church.  Let  this 
fact  sink  into  every  parent  in  the  Brethi-en  ChuiTh — 
your  young  people  will  be  in,  or  out  of  the  church  in  di- 
rect ratio  to  your  cooperation  in  your  church's  youth 
work.  If  there  are  no  youth  leaders  in  your  church,  then 
out  of  you  parents  who  are  interested  will  come  those 
who  will  "do  or  die"  to  effect  a  gro\\ing  program  for 
youth. 

Parents  who  see  that  their  young  people  are  in  the 
services  wU  see  a  thriving  young  people's  group.  Parents 
who  take  an  indifferent  attitude  will  soon  see  their 
young  people  outside  the  church. 

CHURCH  OFFICIALS 

Next  in  line,  in  our  effort  at  "trouble-shooting"  to  help 
our  youth  program,  are  church  officials.  Wide-awake 
officials  are  100%  back  of  their  youth.  Ha%ing  enjoyed 
the  benefits  of  the  chui'ch  from  "their  youth  up"  they  see 
that  others  must  be  trained  to  continue  the  work,  or 
there  will  be  no  church.  Yet  cases  ai-e  on  record  where 
church  officials  were  actually  opposed  to  youth  pi-ogi-ams, 

(Continued  on  page  10) 
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Operation 
StewardsMD 


IR.ev.   W.  Glayton  "Berkshire 


WHAT  IS  STEWARDSHIP?  That  is  a  good  question 
for  those  who  know  the  answei-  as  well  as  those  who 
do  not  know  the  answer.  While  attending  a  stewardship 
conference  recently  I  received  amplification  for  my  con- 
ception of  stewardship,  through  a  brief  definition  which 
had  a  unique  origin.  Dr.  C.  C.  Stoughton  of  Wittenberg 
College  picked  up  the  definition  while  attending  the  Luth- 
eran World  Federation  meeting  in  Hanover,  Germany, 
last  summer.  Dr.  Stoughton  told  of  speaking  on  steward- 
ship to  approximately  twenty  thousand  people  in  the  lEast 
Zone  in  Berlin.  There  the  people  had  grasped  the  concept 
of  stewardship  but  had  no  word  for  stewardship  in  their 
German  vocabulary.  They  felt  that  it  was  necessary  to 
have  some  term  to  express  the  stewardship  idea;  so  they 
came  up  with  "glaubens  praxis"  which  is  translated  "prac- 
tice of  our  faith."  This  was  striking  to  me,  and  the  more 
I  pondered  upon  it  the  more  I  realized  that  stewaidship 
was  really  "glaubens  praxis." 

IDEA  OF  STEWARDSHIP  GROWING 

I  would  like  to  t^;stify  to  the  growing  interest  in  the 
promotion  of  stewardship  within  the  chuiches  across 
America  and  in  other  areas  of  the  world  where  the  Gos- 
pel ha.H  gone.  I  would  like  for  you  to  realize  that  there  is 
growth  in  stewardship  in  denominational  bodies,  in  local 
churches,  and  in  individual  Christians.  My  deepest  re- 
gret, which  grows  out  of  this  picture  is  this:  that  our 
ou-n  Brethren  people  are  not  moving  with  equal  fervor 
in  this  exceedingly  important  field  What  blessings  are 
coming  to  those  realizing  more  completely  their  steward- 
ship before  God! 

Some  of  you  who  have  read  the  wiitings  of  Bishop  Cush- 
man  on  stewardship  know  how  dovim-to-earth  and  funda- 


mental he  is  in  his  treatment  of  this  subject.  It  was  im 
spiring  to  be  led  in  periodls  of  devotion  in  the  conference' 
as  he  read  scriptural  passages  on  stewardship  and  com- 
mented upon  them.  It  was  refreshing  to  listen  as  he  set 
forth  the  basic  principles  with  due  emphasis  upon  money,; 
(which   is   only   a   part   of   stewardship),   life,   truth   and 
pi;ayer.   In  emphasizing  "life"  the   Bishop  quoted  I   Cor- 
inthians 6:19,  20,  giving    special    accent    to    the    words — 
"Ye  are  not  your  own  ...  ye  are  bought  with    a  price."' 
One  other  statement  he  made  in  speaking  of  the  steward-' 
ship  of  piayer  was  that  the  greatest  sin  of  the  ministry 
was  the  failure  to  pray.  It  gives  us  something  to  think 
about. 

PUTTING  LAYMEN  TO  WORK  AIDS  STEWARDSHIP 

This  is  a  phase  of  stewardship  we  may  easily  miss  in  our 
concept  of  this  great  subject;  nevertheless  it  is  most  im- 
portant and  extremely  practical.   Since  time  and  talents 
must  be  put  to  use  for  the    Lord    if   men    are    going    toi 
be  good  stewards,  there  must  be  avenues  of  sei-vice  avail-  ] 
able  to  the  laymen  in  the  local  church;  laymen  must  be  j 
trained  by  the  pastors  to  make  use  of  their  time  andl  tal- 
ents to  the  glory  of  God.  Many  denominations  are  realizing] 
the  need  of  cultivating  this  area  of  stewardship  and  are 
beginning    by    training    the    seminary    students    to    know 
how  to  put  laymen  to  work  in  the  local  church. 

WILLS,    ANNUITIES,    LIFE   INSURANCE— AND   OUR| 

STEWARDSHIP 

We  are  told  that  sixty  percent  of  our  citizens  who  die, 
leaving  property,  have  made  no  wills.  Of  course  wei 
know  that  a  certain  percentage  of  these  people  are  the 
children  of  God  by -adoption  and  have  missed  stewardship 
opportunities  in  failing  to  let  their  life's  earnings  continue 
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to  work  for  the  ca.use  of  Christ  after  they  depart  to  be 
with  the  Lord.  People  are  aware  that  the  laws  of  our  land 
provide  a  way  whereby  material  possessions  may  be  chan- 
neled, in  perpetuity,  to  those  causes  so  dear  to  their  hearts, 
but  the  privilege  is  not  properly  appreciated.  Herein  lies 
a.  means  of  improving  our  stewardship. 

Annuities  and  life  insurance  provide  additional  ways  of 
letting  our  earnings  work  for  God..  Annuities  provide  the 
nearly  ideal  situation  of  "eating  your  own  cake  and  having 
it."  By  making  an  annuity  gift,  the  individual  is  guar- 
anteed a  certain  income  for  life,  with  the  residue  automat- 
ically going  to  the  Christian  institution  with  which  the 
annuity  agreement  is  made,  without  red  tape  or  expense. 

The  use  of  life  insurance,  either  pi'esent  existing  policies 
or  new  policies  created  for  this  special  purpose,  has  the 
definite  advantage  of  transferring  funds  to  the  designated 
beneficiary  upon  certain  determined  conditions  without 
cost  or  delay  of  legal  administration. 

How  marvelous  it  is  that  after  our  stewardship  of  life, 
truth  and  prayer  is  completed  our  stewardship  of  posses- 
sions can  continue  on  through  the  afore-mentioned  ways! 

Among  the  pieces  of  literature  gathered  from  the  large 
display  at  the  Conference  was  a  series  of  brief  articles 
written  by  Sam  Edwins,  personnel  man  for  Lockheed 
Aircraft,  Burbank,  California.  I  would  like  to  share  a  cou- 
ple of  these  with  you. 

THE  STEWARDSHIP  OF  THE  GOSPEL 

In  the  seventeenth  chapter  of  John,  usually  referred  to 
as  Christ's  high  priestly  pi-ayer,  we  are  impelled  to  rec- 
ognize that  Christ  considered  Himself  a  steward.  In  the 
loving  but  urgent  words  of  His  prayer  we  find  Him  giv- 
ing a  stewai'd's  report  to  His  Father.  How  careful  He  is 
to  account  for  the  souls  of  the  men  entrusted  to  His  care. 
lAnd  how  sure  He  is  that  they  will  be  kept  for  eternity — 
because  they  have  been  given  God's,  the  Father's  word. 
The  souls  of  men  and  the  word  of  God — this  was  Christ's 
stewardship. 

We  who  follow  Him  and  call  Him  Lord  must  adinit  to 
the  same  responsibilities.  Our  great  objective  must  be  that 
jsouls  are  brought  to  Jesus;  and  furthei'more,  they  must 
"be  kept"  for  Him! 

j  Not  only  is  our  objective  made  clear,  but  the  method 
is  prescribed  by  and  through  the  Word  of  God.  This  is  the 
Kvay  of  Jesus — it  must  be  the  way  of  His  church.  Each 
lindividual,  every  organization  and  function  of  the  church 
Imust  be  motivated;  by  this  purpose  to  expose  the  souls  of 
men  to  the  Word  of  God.  Either  they  must  be  brought  to 
Ithe  Word,  or  the  Word  must  be  brought  to  them.  This  is 
the  way  they  will  come  to  a  knowledge  of  Christ,  and  this 
is  the  means  by  which  they  are  kept^ — in  His  Word.  This 
is  the  sum  total  of  evangelism  whether  at  "home,"  in  the 
local  parish,  or  in  some  foreign  mission  field. 

Is  there  a  "soul"  for  which  you  are  concerned?  Perhaps 
it  is  a  member  of  your  family,  someone  in  your  class,  your 
congregation  or  your  neighbor.  Give  them  the  Word!  It 
will  not  be  those  who  are  the  best  educated  in  worldly 
wisdom  and  science  who  will  bring  the  most  "sheaves"  into 
the  Kingdom,  but  those  educated  in  the  Word  of  God. 

We  often  hear  the  remark  today  "Let  the  Church  be  the 
Church."  It  will  not  be  the  church  unless  it  stands  where 
Christ  stood — upon  the  inspired  woi'd!  Let  this  be  our 
hope,  our  encouragement,  andi  the  impelling  urgency  of 
>ur  mission! 
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Josus  said,  "For  their  sake  I  con«*!crat«  my»*;lf,  that 
they  also  may  be  conseciatod  in  truth.  ConHecrate  them 
in  the  truth;  thy  word  in  truth."  We  are  the  .stewardii  of 
this  ti-uth! 

WHY  .S'l'EWAKD.SHIP? 

There  are  at  least  two  good  ieaHon.s  for  the  emphasis 
which  the  Word  of  God  places  on  stewardship. 

First,  steward.ship  is  an  antidote  for  covetousness.  Paul 
in  his  letters  repeatedly  warns  against  thi.s  insidiou.s  form 
of  idolatry.  It  is  this  sin  which  prohibits  a  full  surrrender 
of  one's  life  to  the  way  of  Christ.  It  is  this  same  covet- 
ousness which  is  the  undeilying  motive  for  breaking  the 
Commandments.  The  Word  of  God  says  that  "a  covetous 
man  shall  not  inherit  eternal  life."  But  stewardship  with 
its  principles  of  loving  suirender  to  the  plans  of  God 
counteract  the  poison  of  covetousness.  As  we,  with  God's 
help,  successfully  advance  in  the  Christian  \v:ay  of  life 
seeking  to  put  Him  first  in  every  area  and  avenue  of  our 
individual  world,  we  find  the  tentacles  of  covetousness  los- 
ing their  hold  and  the  ways  of  God  becoming  clearer  and 
easier. 

Second,  stewardship  is  the  exercise  bar  of  faith.  Like 
a  newborn  child,  faith  will  soon  die  unless  fed  and  exer- 
cised. As  a  young  Christian  puts  his  faith  to  work  it  not 
only  develops,  but  as  it  grows  it  searches  the  Word  of 
God.  Listening  to  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  it  is 
enabled  to  find  larger  and  more  complete  channels  in  which 
to  work  for  God,  accomplishing  His  plans  and  glorifying 
His  name. 

It  is  always  inteiesting  and  tremendously  challenging  to 
note  that  these  two  reasons  or  purposes  for  stewardship 
apply  equally  well  and  just  as  surely  to  the  life  of  the 
congregation  and  Church  as  they  do  to  the  life  of  the 
individual  parishioner. 

If  the  Church  really  desires  to  gi'ow,  if  it  sincerely  wants 
to  bieak  with  the  choking  and  immobilizing  effect  of  con- 
gregational covetousness,  then  let  it  enter  into  an  active 
and  fruitful  life  of  congregational  stewai-dship — exercise 
its  faith  and  put  its  creed  into  deeds. 

Christians  \\i\\  be  recognized,  not  by  their  roots  but  by 
their  fruits. 

THE  RESULTS  OF  STEWARDSHIP 

It  wouldn't  be  quite  right  to  conclude  these  thoughts  on 
stewardship  without  looking  at  the  results  that  may  be 
expected  to  ensue. 

Of  necessity  some  of  these  have  already  been  mentioned, 
but  the  greatest  result  is  that  we  finally  come  to  see 
God  and  man  in  their  proper  light  and  persp>ective. 

Like  the  Greeks  of  old  who  asked  to  see  Jesus,  so  we  too 
find  ourselves  seeing  the  Triune  God  in  a  new  light.  As 
stewardship  and  its  ensuing  way  of  life  take  hold  of  our 
daily  experiences,  we  see  God  as  a  loving  Father,  who  went 
out  on  to  the  dump  and  junk  heap  of  sinful  humanity  and 
paid  a  price  above  all  price  to  redeem  worthless  man  and 
make  him  worthwhile.  We  see  God,  the  Son,  surrendering 
to  the  will  and  purpose  of  His  Father's  plans,  giving  His 
years  and  finally  life  itself  that  we  might  live  as  God  in- 
tended. 

We  see  God  the  Holy  Spirit  leading  and  guiding  us  into 
this  life  of  stewardship  thereby  enabling  oui-  faith  to  grow, 
increasing  our  spiritual  strength,  clarifj-ing  oiu*  %"ision  and 

(Continued   on   page   101 
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THE   BRETHREN   EVANGELIST 


"Missionary     Department 


Jane  Bijler  And  Family  Occupy  Shioely  Missionary  Home 


Two  views  of  the  Shively  Missionary  Home  (courtesy  of  the  National  Laymen) 


Jane  Byler  and  t  he  three  children  moved  into  the 
Shively  Missionary  Home  at  1014  Grant  Street,  Ashland, 
Ohio,  on  January  15.  This  is  the  former  home  of  Dr.  and 
.Mrs.  Martin  Shively;  it  was  purchased  by  the  National 
Laymen's  organization  as  a  missionaiy  project  and  is 
held  by  the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Rrethien  Church  as 
a  home  for  furloughed  missionaries. 

Since  the  purchase  of  the  property  last  fall,  some  nec- 
essary repairs  and  interior  decorating  have  been  done, 
largely  by  volunteer  labor.  We  are  deeply  indebted  to  all 
who  helped.  A  special  word  of  appreciation  goes  to  Rev- 
erend Willis  E.  Ronk,  Charles  Munson,  Professor  Henry 
Bates  and  R.  A.  Hazen.  Others  who  gave  of  their  time 
and  talents  were  the  following:  Rex.  Martin,  Gerald  Rad- 
cliff,  Arthur  DeLozier,  Viigil  Meyer,  Jack  Dovey,  Janet 
King,  Marjorie  Berkshire,  George  Solomon,  W.  S.  Ben- 
shoff,  Bob  Hoffman,  Mrs.  A.  G.  Carpenter,  Mrs.  Delbert 
Flora,  Mrs.  Charles  Munson,  Mrs.  R.  A.  Hazen,  Phil  and 
Dave  Lersch,  Jim  JJerkshiie,  John  Mills,  Bob  Byers,  Boyd 


Hostetler,  Mike  Miller,  Fred  Rams,ayer,  Homer  Ebersoley 
Ron  Ritchey  and  Bill  Howard 

FURNISHINGS  NEEDED 

Some  weeks  ago  we  ran  a  list  of  items  needed  for  the 
missionary  home.  A  few  inquiries  came  in,  but  we  had 
hoped  for  more.  Some  things  have  been  purchased;  others 
must  be  before  long.  If  your  class  or  church  is  interested 
in  such  a  project,  we  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  you. 
The  following  can  be  taken  as  projects  yet: 
2  Occasional  chairs 

1  bedroom  suite   (Individual  pieces  can  be    taken    as 
projects) 

1  floor  lamp 

2  table  lamps 

2  Congoleum  rugs 
4  Throw  rugs 
1  kitchen  sink 

Send  coi-respondence  to  The  Missionary  Board    of    the 
Brethren  Church,  .524  College  Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio. 


NEWS  BRIEFS  FROM  OUR  MISSIONARIES 


\  eda  Liskey 
Marama,  Nigeria 


It  hardly  seems  possible  that  it  has    been    five    months 
uince  I  arrived    back    in    Nigeria.    And    they    have    been 

months  filled  with  many  and 
varied  experiences.  First  of  all, 
being  in  charge  of  a  large 
school  was  very  new  to  me.  Our 
school  has  a  few  ovei  200  children  with  7  teachers  and 
.school  board.  I  have  learned  many  things  about  a  .school 
with  Briti.sh  rules  and  curricula.  I  have  been  most  pleased 
with  my  teachers,  for  they  have  been  very  cooperative 
and  helpful.  School  closed  for  a  six  week  holiday  with  a 


progiam  in  the  church  here.  Just  today  a  teacher  and  I 
prepared  reports  for  pupils  who  are  being  chosen  to  go  to 
our  Training  Center  for  further  schooling.  They  have  fin- 
ished six  years  of  work  here  and  plan  to  go  two  years  at 
Waka  and  then  after  that  they  will  choose  the  occupation 
they  wish.  This  term  I  taught  them  all  their  English 
classes  and  enjoyed  it  very  much. 

The  highlight  of  activities  of  our  mission  this  year  was 
a  wonderful  district  meeting  held  here  at  Marama  this 
month.  People  came  for  miles  and  miles — many  by  foot, 
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more  by  motor.  For  three  days  we  had  a  Bible  In.stitute: 
for  two  days  business  session  and  wo  closed  with  a  com- 
munion service.  There  were  398  Africans  in  attendance 
and  about  1.5  missionaries. 

As  I  look  out  toward  the  high  mountains  that  surround 
us  here,  I  see  that  the  clouds  have  obscured  the  sun  for  a 

time  and  made  everything 
Keniiieth  Solomon  darker,  but  over  the  mountains 

Costa  Rica  I  can  see  the  rays  of    the    sun 

looking  through  to  dispel  the 
darkness.  How  picturesque  this  is  of  the  coming  of  the 
wonderful  Christ  into  the  world  and  human  hearts  to  dis- 
pel the  darkness  of  sin  with  His  marvelous  light  and  love. 
We  do  so  rejoice  this  season  of  the  year  that  we  are  His 


and  He  is  ours,  and  also  that  we  have  thf;  great  honor  and 
privilege  of  being  ambassadorH  of  Hi.s  to  a  lost  and  ruf-^iy 
world  of  people.  We  pray  that  we  may  be  found  faithful 
to  oui-  Lord  and  to  the  Brethren  Church,  which  we  love. 

Though  this  is  being  written  too  near  New  YearH*  Day 
to  leach    you  on  that  date,  I  do  want  to  wi.sh  you  a  moHt 

succe.ssful     and      happy      year. 

June  Byler  What   a   marvelous   opportunity 

Cordoba,  Argentina  we   as   Christians   have   ...   to 

live  in  the  will  of  the  L/jrd. 
Knowing  that  nothing  can  befall  us  except  He  permits  it, 
and  that  we  work,  not  in  our  own  strength,  but  in  His 
mig'ht! 


The  Sunday  7s[ight  Service 

by  Rev.  J.  D.  Hamel 

Editor's  Note:  This  article  which  came  to  us  in  the  form 
of  a  clipping,  is  important  enough  to  share  with  all  our 
Evangelist  readers.  It  was  clipped  fi-om  the  Lanark  (Illi- 
nois) Gazette,  and  sent  to  us  by  Mrs.  Willard  Rahn,  Lan- 
ark Brethren  Church  Correspondent.  Rev.  J.  D.  Hamel,  the 
author,  is  Pastor  of  our  Lanark  Church — W.  S.  B. 

One  of  the  great  problems  of  the  Christian 
church  of  every  denomination  in  all  parts  of  the 
country  for  several  years  has  been  how  to  draw 
and  help  a  large  congregation  on  Sunday  nights. 
A  great  many  experiments  have  been  tried. 

Sometimes  it  has  been  thought  that  people  were 
prejudiced  against  the  church  itself,  and  so  in 
many  instances  this  has  been  closed  on  Sunday 
night,  and  the  hall,  the  theatre,  or  the  opera 
house  hired  for  the  service.  These  experiments 
have  proven  themselves  to  be  of  only  a  temporary 
character  because  they  were  not  given  to  the 
satisfaction  of  church  atmosphere. 

In  other  places  the  Sunday  night  service  has 
been  secularized  so  as  to  appear  just  as  little  like 
a  church  as  possible.  Expensive  music  has  been 
provided  to  catch  the  ear  of  the  multitude.  A  pub- 
lic reader  is  sometimes  billed  as  one  of  the  attrac- 
tions. The  discourse  of  the  preacher  is  not  called 
a  sermon,  but  a  lecture,  or  an  address,  and  is  up- 
on some  new  book  of  popular  interest,  or  some 
problem  of  sociology,  or  kindred  theme. 

Still  others  go  on  their  way  with  fairly  filled 
pews  in  the  morning  and  only  here  and  there  a 
scattered  listener  at  night. 

In  an  eifort  to  bring  and  help  moi^  people  in 
our  community  through  the  evening  services, 
the    First    Brethren    Church  is  going  to  start  a 


series  of  sermons  for  the  7:30  evening  worship 
hour  which  will  be  entitled  "Th«  Great  Sinners 
of  the  Bible."  These  sermons  wUl  end  Sunday 
evening,   March  29th. 

Then  starting  April  2nd,  Thursday  to  the  12th, 
which  is  Sunday,  we  will  have  a  revival  meeting. 

To  all  of  these  services  the  public  is  cordially 
invited.  If  your  church  does  not  have  any  ser- 
vices, come  and  worship  with  us. 


^       "OPINION"       ^ 


H.  A.  (iossard 


ONE'S  WORTH  IN  THIS  WORLD  is  not  measured 
spiritually  by  what  one  acquires  materially,  but  by  what 
one  distributes  or  contributes  spiritually.  .  .And  that  dis- 
tribution is  not  supposed  to  be  more  materially  than 
spiritually.  .  .If  one  of  the  two  sources  must  be  discon- 
tinued, it  can  be  none  other  than  the  material  source.  .  . 
"Matthew  6:19,  20,  21:  Material  and  Spiritual  Ti-easures 
.  .  .One  cannot  send  material  treasure  to  heaven,  but  ma- 
terial treasure  can  keep  you  from  heaven:  Matthew  19:16, 
21-25,  read  it,  please.  .  . 

I  do  not  believe  in  cancelling  names  fi-om  the  church 
roll  because  certain  persons  do  not  (because  they  cannot) 
cast  into  the  offering  expected  portions;  nor  do  I  believe 
anyone  should  occupy  a  position  of  honor  in  office  simply 
because  he  or  she  donates  a  larger  portion  simply  because 
he  has  it.  .  .Remember  the  Widow's  Mite  and  what  Jesus 
said  of  her  when  she  cast  it  in  at  the  same  time  the  ma- 
tei'ially  rich  cast  in  of  their  abundance,  which  evidently 
was  small  in  comparison  to  their  wealth  and  the  Wido«"'s 
Mite  .  .  .  Read,  please,  what  Jesus  said  of  the  i-esult  of  the 
two  different  ways  of  giving:  Mai'k  12:41-44  and  Luke 
21:1-4. 

I  really  believe  if  the  human  family  in  general  wei-e  less 
selfish  it  would  have  more  of  that  which  is  needed  and 
less  of  that  which  becomes  a  barrier  to  that  which  is  spir- 
itual. 
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THE  BRBTHREa^  EVANGEl.lS'J 


The  Editor,  in  reading  thi-ough  the  current  issue  of  "Life  Today," 
caine  across  the  following  article  Nvhich  appeared  tirst  in  the  Norwalk 
(Conn.)  Hour,  as  that  daily  newspaper's  '"front  page  story"  on  No- 
vember 1!».  1H52.  TJie  "Hour"  Editor,  Charles  E.  Kellogg,  states  that  it 
was  handed  to  him  by  a  man  who  said,  "Why  not  put  it  on  the  front 
We  present  this  challenging  article  to  you  for  you  to  think 
W.  S.  B.— Editor. 


page  ? ' 
about. 


In  The  Balance  —  The  Christian  World 

(Reprinted  from  the  Norwalk   (Conn.)   Hour  and  "Life  Today") 


THE  SITUATION  OF  OUR  WORLD  today  is 
so  grave  that  every  American  must  be  ready 
to  face  facts  and  be  ^villing  to  seriously  ask  liim- 
^eU,  "What  can  J  do  about  it?" 

We  think  the  situation  boils  down  to  asking 
yourself  this  simple  question: 

Just  how  important  is  it  to  me  to  be  living  in 
what  is  generally  called  a  "Christian  World?" 

Reply  to  this  question  honestly  and  you  will 
have  the  answer  to  where  this  nation  and  the 
world  as  we  know  it  are  headed. 

All  signs  are  pointed  to  another  great  tragedy 
in  histor.w  Read  the  history  of  the  rise  and  fall 
of  the  Greek,  Roman  and  French  empires  and  you 
will  recognize  so  clearly  that  those  same  signs 
are  present  in  our  nation  today. 

The  tragedy  is  that  in  the  short  space  of  time 
since  our  forefathers  founded  our  nation,  we  see 
these  signs  of  decay  that  brought  about  the  col- 
lapse of  those  modern  world  empires. 

With  the  firm  belief  that  hard  work  and  real 
faith  in  God  would  bring  forth  their  reward,  the 
I'ilgrims  laid  the  foundation  from  which  has 
grown  the  richest  and  most  powerful  nation  in 
the  world  today. 

This  priceless  heritage  of  ours  is  in  danger. 

THi-:  GREAT  ADVANCES  MADE  in  science 
and  technology  have  brought  to  us  richness  and 
an  easier  way  of  living  But  man's  need  today 
seems  to  be  primarily  for  the  material  things  of 
life — .such  things    as    a    television  set,  a  refrig- 


^ 


erator  and  automobile.  A  Bible  and  a  seat  in  a 
church  seem  to  have  lost  their  importance. 

God  definitely  has  been  forsaken. 

What  then  is  happening  ?  No  one  can  deny  that 
tliere  is  a  serious  decline  in  moral  concepts.  Too 
many  of  us  are  willing  to  say  that  we  are  Chris- 
tians but  when  it  comes  to  living  a  Christian  life 
we  do  so  on  our  own  terms. 

SOMETIMES  THE  TRUTH  HURTS  and  it 
makes  us  ready  to  deny  it,  or  go  into  a  shell,  or 
try  to  justify  ourselves.  Sometimes,  thank  God, 
though  the  truth  hurts  it  brings  an  awakening 
and  a  willingness  to  do  something  to  set  things 
aright.  That  time  is  now — it  must  be  now  if  you, 
like  other  men  and  women,  want  to  safeguard 
your  heritage  so  that  your  children  will  have  a 
better  chance  to  live  in  peace,  happiness  and  se- 
curity in  a  truly  Christian  world.  i| 

We  urge  our  religious  leaders  to  teach  if  pos-^f 
sible  with  greater  wisdom  and  understanding 
that  moral  concepts  and  faith  in  God  are  things 
worth  living  and  fighting  for.  We  also  urge  that 
leaders  of  religious  faiths  make  greater  efforts 
to  bring  about  a  unity  of  purpose  in  extending 
Christian  fellowship  to  all  corners  of  the  world. 

We  urge  each  American — you  and  your  friends 
and  neighbors — to  give  a  little  more  of  yourselves 
to  God's  purpose  when  He  gave  you  your  life. 

Is  all  this  possible?  It  should  be  simple. 

MAN  HAS  INHERITED  from  God  the  power 
(Continued  on   page  10) 
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DAYS  OF  DEVOTION  AND  FELLOWSHIP 
AT  ASHLAND  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 

February  12th   and    13th,    1953 
DR.   ARNOLD   C.   SCHULTZ,      Special    Speaker 


DR.  ARNOLD  C.  SHULTZ 


For  a  consideiable  number  of  years  it  has  been  the  cus- 
tom at  the  Seminary  in  Ashland  to  set  aside  several  days 
in  November  and  February  of  each  year  for  special  ad- 
dresses by  guest  lecturers  and  ministers.  Last  November 
no  guest  speaker  was  engaged,  but  the  Seminary  Student 
Organization  took  charge  in  several  periods  of  devotions 
and  prayer  on  the  usual  dates.  Special  attention  is  now 
being  called  to  the  days  of  devotion  and  fellowship  in  Feb- 
ruary. 

Dr.  Arnold  C.  Schultz,  Professor  of  Old  Testament  at 
Northern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  of  Chicago,  will 
come  to  Ashland  Theological  Seminary  to  speak  on  Thurs- 
day morning  and  evening,  and  on  Friday  morning,  Feb- 
luary  12  and  13.  His  general  theme  for  the  morning  ad- 
dresses will  be  "The  Present  Status  of  Biblical  Studies  in 
the  Light  of  Ax'chaeology."  On  Thursday  evening  he  will 
speak  in  the  Memorial  Chapel  in  a  public  meeting.  The 
evening  lecture  will  be  illustrated  by  means  of  his  own 
color  moving  pictures  of  the  Holy  Land. 


Ashland  Theological  Seminary  is  very  fortunate  to  se- 
cure the  sei-vices  of  Dr.  Schultz.  He  caiTies  the  degrees  of 

Master  of  Arts,  Bachelor  of  Divinity  and  Doctor  of  The- 
ology. He  has  studied  in  the  University  of  Chicago,  and 
Northern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary.  He  lived  for  a 
year  and  a  half  in  Palestine  and  studied  for  a  year  at  the 
American  School  of  Oriental  Research  at  Jeiaisalem  under 
the  infl.uence  of  great  archaeologists  such  as  Flinders 
Petrie,  William  Albright  and  others.  He  has  done  archae- 
ological research  in  Alaska  and  Central  America.  He  has 
travelled  in  thirty  countries.  He  has  directed  two  student 
tours  in  the  Holy  Land.  He  has  served  as  special  lecturer 
in  the  Graduate  School  of  Wheaton  College  and  for  a  num- 
ber of  summers  has  taught  in  the  Winona  Lake  School  of 
Theology. 

Dr.  Schultz  is  thoroughly  sound  and  fundamental  in 
Biblical  theology  and  Christian  teaching.  The  present 
writer  studied  under  him  during  three  terms  at  Winona 
Lake  School  of  Theology. 

Scheduled  hours  are  as  follows: 

Thursday  morning,  11:00  o'clock 

Thursday  evening,    7 :00  o'clock 

Friday  morning,     8:00  o'clock 

A  special  invitation  is  extended  all  Brethren  and  othei-s 
to  attend  these  sessions,  for  they  will  be  of  help  and  in- 
terest to  all. 

Delbert  B.  Flora 

Faculty  Chairman 

Ashland  Theological  Seminarv. 
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orER-VTION   STEWARDSHIP 

(Continued  from  page  5) 

enlarging  our  horizons  as  we  climb  the  way  that  is  eternal. 

And  secondly  we  see  oiu-selves  —  once  sinful,  destitute 
aJid  worthless.  Now  through  the  redeeming  blood  of  Ciirist 
the  shackles  of  sin  have  been  broken,  we  are  sons  of  the 
King  and  have  become  immeasui-ably  valuable,  for  we  are 
worth  the  very  blood  of  the  Son  of  God.  We  have  become 
possessed  of  a  potential  which  will  tax  all  of  eternity  to 
fathom  and  enjoy.  For  we  have  become  the  very  "right- 
eousness of  God." 

As  one  man  put  it,  ''This  stewardship  is  a  wonderful 
thing.  It  has  put  the  puzzle  of  life  together  for  me.  Now 
all  the  pieces  fit."  That  man  saw  Jesus  and  surrendered  his 
life  t'^  Him — that  is  stewardship! 


In  the  Balance — 

(Continued  fiom  page  8) 


to  do  great  things.  If  this  inheritance  and  this 
latent  power  that  is  in  ever>'  man  are  harnessed, 
if  the  minds  and  liearts  of  all  men  will  be  moved, 
the  world  we  \\ant  for  our  children  and  grand- 
children is  possible  of  attainment. 

We  need  not  fear  a  tragedy  that  can  be  avoided. 

Kemembering  the  past,  let  us  all,  with  cour- 
age and  iiigh  faith  in  the  promise  of  God,  accept 
this  challenge  and  start  today  to  repair  the  dam- 
age to  man's  soul. 


JAM  ARY  IS  SISTERHOOD  AND  BROTHERHOOD 

MONTH 

(Continued  from  page  3) 

and  did  all  they  could  to  sabotage  the  efforts  of  the  Pas- 
tor and  youth  workers.  Somehow  they  objected  to  any  in- 
flux of  young  workers  which  might  endanger  the  jobs 
which  they  had  held  for  "years  and  yeai-s." 

All  church  officials,  all  adults,  should  be  interested,  vi- 
tally, in  building  up  a  strong  youth  program — to  win 
young  people  to  a  saving  knowledge  of  Christ  and  to  en- 
list their  help  and  suppoit  in  the  work  and  program  of 
the  church. 

THE  YOUNG  PEOPLE 

Youth  itself  has  a  responsibility.  Many  adults  have 
been  saddened  by  the  so-called  recklessness,  undepend- 
ability  and  "come  when  it  suits"  attitude  too  often  evi- 
dent in  young  people's  attitude  to  the  Church.  Adults  like 
to  see  an  appieciation  for  their  efforts  and  gifts.  So, 
young  people,  if  there  seems  to  be  a  lack  of  interest  in 
your  church  by  adults  in  your  youth  program,  try  and 
.see  where  you  might  have  failed  to  be  appreciative, 
thankful  or  cooperative.  The  church  in  which  you  wor- 
ship was  planned,  built  and  paid  for  by  adults  who  want 
to  see  it  appreciated  and  respected. 

^I'lPMENT  AND  PROGRAM 

Lastly,  a  successful  youth  progiam  may  be  sabotaged 
by    poor    facilities    or    by    poor    preparation.     Even   the 


humblest  and  poorest  of  churches  can  be  "well-equipped" 
by  surrounding  poor  facilities  with  love  and  care.  Young 
people  can  gather  in  the  homes  of  interested  parents  and 
adults  for  fellowship.  Church  facilities,  when  available, 
can  be  used  to  help  the  spiritual,  physical  and  social  wel- 
fare of  the  youth,  not  only  on  Sunday,  but  during  the 
week.  Well  planned  programs  can  be  instigated. 

Perhaps  by  now  you  are  vrondering  what  we  are  driv- 
ing at  by  presenting  so  many  cold,  seemingly  unrelated 
facts  without  much  comment.  We  have  a  reason.  All  of 
what  we  have  said  thus  far  is  to  point  out  that  "whei-e 
there's  a  will,  there's  a  way."  A  church  without  a  going 
youth  program  is  one  that,  for  some  reason  or  other, 
does  not  want  a  youth  program;  is  not  willing  to  pay  the 
price  of  sacrifice,  vision,  faith,  prayer  and  work.  It  points 
out  that  any  church  (pastor — parents — officials — young 
people)  can  have  a  going  youth  pi-ogram — if  it  wants  to 
—in  spite  of  time,  distance,  or  equipment  difficulties. 
Don't  you  agree? 

Your  Youth  Board  thinks  so,  and  planned  this  special 
month  of  emphasis  to  encourage  you  to  pay  the  price, 
vs^hatever  it  is,  to  revitalize  and  advance  the  youth  work 
in  your  church. 

SO,  WHAT  DID  YOU  DO  ABOUT  IT  —  THIS 
MONTH  ?  Having  been  a  Pastor  for  13  years  before  com- 
ing to  this  office,  we  know  something  of  the  problems 
faced  in  the  churches  regarding  youth.  We  do  not  belittle 
these  problems,  for  they  are  great!  But,  through  prayer, 
faith,  work,  patience,  and  vision,  these  problems  can  be 
overcome.  There  is  no  greater  joy  in  working  with  youth 
than  to  see  youth  come  to  Christ,  pledge  their  souls  and 
lives  to  Him,  and  then  to  see  those  same  young  people 
mature  through  the  years  and  take  their  places  in  the 
work  of  the  Church. 

Of  course,  any  youth  program  must  be  centered  in  de- 
veloping the  youth  as  a  Christian.  It  dare  not  be  just  an 
entertainment.  We  must,  in  our  every  activity  with  youth, 
help  them  to  "grow  in  grace  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ."  We  must  teach  youth 
that  "Whatsoever  ye  do,  do  all  to  the  glory  of  God."  We 
must  let  them  know  that  as  Christians  they  are  the  tem- 
ple of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  that  God  dwells  in  their  heart. 

We  must  see  in  youth,  not  the  raw  m.aterial,  but  the 
finished  product.  We  must  build  the  youth  rather  than 
have  to  patch  up  the  adult.  In  building  for  youth,  we 
build  for  the  years,  yes,  but  we  build  also  a  temple  of 
God,  for  now  and  eteinity. 

So,  let  us  consider  our  youth  with  ,a  new  determina- 
tion and  purpose  to  bring  about  a  real  going  youth  pro- 
gram in  these  honored  organizations.  Then  as  we  who  are 
adults  approach  the  last  steps  of  our  walk  across  the 
stage  of  life,  we  can  look  back  with  satisfaction  upon 
those  who  are  "coming  up  through  the  years,"  confident 
that  they  will  carry  on  the  work  for  which  we  worked 
and  to  which  we  have  given  our  lives. 

The  words  of  the  following  poem,  with  which  we  close 
this  lEditorial,  serve  as  inspiration,  direction  and  encour- 
agement, for  all  who  work  with  youth,  assuring  us  that 
our  labors  ,are  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord.       „„»„,«„.««,, 

A  builder  builded  a  temple; 

He  worked  with  care  and  skill: — 
Pillars  and  groins  and  arches 

Were  fashioned  to  meet  his  will; 
And  men  said  when  they  saw  its  beauty: 
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"It  shall  never  know  decay. 
Great  is  thy  skill,  O  Builder, 
Thy  fame  shall  endure  for  aye." 

A  teacher  builded  a  temple; 

She  wrought  with  skill  and  care;- 
Forming  each  pillar  with  patience. 

Laying  each  stone  with  prayer. 
None  saw  the  unceasing  effort; 

None  knew  of  the  marvelous  plan; 
For  the  temple  the  teacher  builded 

Was  unseen  by  the  eyes  of  man. 

Gone  is  the  builder's  temple; — 

Crumbled  into  the  dust, — 
Pillar  and  groin  and  arches 

Food  for  consuming  rust; 
But  the  temple  the  teacher  builded 

Shall  endure  while  the  ages  roll;- 
For  that  beautiful,  unseen  temple 

Was  a  child's  immortal  soul. 


Itemfi  of  General  Interest 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 


LANARK,  ILLINOIS.  Th*;  Layrn<;n'H  O/Kanization  han 
a  "road  Higns"  project.  Thin  is  good  adv<;i-tiHing  for  a 
church,  and  definitely  payH  dividends. 

Recently  a  sjiecial  program  was  preBented  by  the 
Brethren  Youth  Cioisaders  on  a  .Monday  evening.  It  fea- 
tured the  "Hurst  Histei.s"  with  preaching  and  mu«ic.  An 
offering  was  taken  for  the  Kentucky  .MiHSion  Gym  pro- 
ject. 


Better-  health  will  be  enjoyed  when  we  follow  more  close- 
ly  the   rules   which   permit   it. 


Spiritual  riDebitations 

Rev.  DyoU   Belot« 

THE  CHURCH  AND  THE  WORLD 

'Come  ye  out  from  among  them  and  be  ye  separate. 

II  Cor.  6:17 


reporting  on  the  lepairs  to  the  chux'ch  tells  us  that  in  ad- 
dition to  these  repairs,  a  new  floor  is  being  laid  in  the 
rear  of  the  church. 

PITTSBURGH,  PENNA.  The  W.  M.  S.  Public  Service 
was  held  on  Sunday  morning,  January  18th. 

AKRON,  OHIO,  FIRESTONE  PARK  BRETHREN. 
The  Young  Adult  Class  has  started  a  project  for  secur- 
ing new  hymn  books,  and  of  sorting  and  repairing  the 
old  ones. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO,  PARK  STREET  BRETHREN.  The 

Sisterhood  girls  held  their  public  program  Sunday  eve- 
ning, January  18th.  In  addition  to  musical  numbers  by 
the  girls,  and  devotions,  Mrs.  Robert  Byler,  Missionary 
on  furlough  from  South  America,  brought  a  message 
about  their  work  there. 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  Mr-,  and  Mrs.  Norman  Smith, 
Song  Evangelists  and  Chalk  Artists,  appeared  in  our 
church  on  January  4th.  Their  theme  was,  "The  Light  of 
the  World." 

Rev.  Eugene  Beekley,  Pastor  of  our  Warsaw  (Ind.) 
church  presented  a  lecture  and  pictures  from  his  recent 
trip  to  Palestine,  in  the  Elkhart  church  recently.  Brother- 
Beekley  was  a  member  of  the  air  tour  which  was  spon- 
sored by  the  Winona  Lake  School  of  Theology. 

PERU,  INDIANA.  .Brother  J.  Milton  Bowman  reports 
that  their  first  Cash  Day  resulted  in  an  offering  of 
$195.44. 

ROANN,  INDIANA.  With  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Harry  E. 
Richer  in  charge  of  the  music,  and  the  messages  being 
brought  by  the  Pastor,  Rev.  S.  M.  Whetstone,  the  Roann 
church  is  engaged  in  Evangelistic  Meetings  Januar-y  18th 
to  February  1st. 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  To  raise  money  for 
their  part  in  the  Kentucky  Gym  project,  sponsored  by 
Br-ethren  Youth,  the  Milledgeville  young  people  are  en- 
gaged in  a  scrap  drive.  Jim  Rowsey,  the  Pastor's  son  is 
in  charge. 


THE  WORLD  IN  THE  NEW  TESTAMENT  means 
three  things:  a  place;  an  evil;  the  mass  of  mankind 
whom  Christ  loved  and  for  whom  He  died.  The  business 
of  the  church  is  to  change  the  world  with  the  transforming 
power  of  the  Gospel,  without  permitting  the  world  to 
bring  its  blighting  influence  into  the  plans  and  activities 
of  the  church.  In  other  words  men — Christian  men — must 
live  "in"  the  world,  and  yet  not  be  "of"  it.  The  church  in 
the  world  is  an  uplifting,  cleansing,  transforming  power; 
the  world  in  the  church  is  a  divisive,  weakening,  desti-uc- 
tive  force. 

In  our  day  there  is  no  gi-eater  need  than  to  emphasize 
the  teaching  of  our  text:  "Come  ye  out  frx)m  among  them 
and  be  ye  separate."  We  are  told  that  we  are  to  be  a  "pe- 
culiar people";  but  that  is  one  thing  that  most  people  ab- 
hor, being  different  from  others.  Too  many  seem  to  think 
that  it  is  a  sign  of  bigotry  to  insist  on  obeying  the  teach- 
ings of  God's  Word,  to  conform  one's  life  to  the  outlines 
of  the  teaching  of  the  gospel.  Christians  who  do  what 
everybody  else  does,  that  they  may  be  "good  fellows"  with 
them,  generally  find  themselves  robbed  of  any  power  to 
show  their  "good  fellow"  friends  of  the  world  any  better 
way.  Christians  too  much  given  to  the  acceptance  of  the 
"easy  ways"  of  the  world  never-  change  those  ways,  nor 
are  able  to  win  the  approval  of  the  world  to  their  faith. 

This  "separateness"  is  to  run  through  all  the  affaii-s 
and  relationships  of  life.  It  is  salt  and  light,  guaranteed 
to  keep  that  sweet  which  \\-ithout  it  will  decay,  and  become 
an  encumbrance  rather  than  a  blessing,  and  to  scatter  the 
darkness  of  ignorance,  superstition,  fear  and  doubt.  Tlie 
church  is  out  to  take  the  world  for  Chi'ist  or  it  has  no  bus- 
iriess  to  be  "out".  No  individual  can  live  his  best  without 
Christ:  so  He  told  His  followers  to  take  His  gospel  every- 
where and  to  everyone.  Christ  is  the  true  Totalitarian. 
and  the  spread  of  His  gospel  is  the  ONE  real  hope  for  the 
accomplishment  of  human  unity  on  earth.  Tlie  preaching 
and  practice  of  the  peace  principles  set  forth  in  the  Gos- 
pel will  bring  about  the  cessation  of  war  and  the  establish- 
ment of  peace  and  good-will  among  men. 
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Topic  for  February  8,  1953 

SHARINli  OF  SELF 

Mark  12:41-44 

YOUNG  PEOPLE,  all  your  life  is  a  gift  from  God,  You 
are  only  the  caretakers,  or  stewards,  of  many  prec- 
ious gifts  God  has  entrusted  into  your  keeping:  time  it- 
self; your  minds  and  bodies;  money;  and  the  plan  of  a 
world  in  which  every  man  should  love  his  neighbor  as  him- 
self, and  should  do  unto  others  as  he  would  that  others  do 
unto  him. 

The  stewai-dship  of  life  involves  an  acknowledgement 
that  we  ai-e  God's,  that  life  is  a  swift  and  solemn  trust, 
that  we  are  responsible  to  God  for  what  we  are,  and  that 
we  shall  all  render  an  account  to  Him  of  our  stewardship. 

1.  YOU  ARE  OWNED  BY  GOD.  Life  is  not  ours  to 
use  as  we  please.  It  is  a  loan  from  our  Heavenly  Father,  a 
loan  entrusted  to  us.  "Tlie  earth  is  the  Lord's  and  the  ful- 
ness thereof."  "Ye  are  not  your  own,  ye  are  bought  with 
a  price."  All  titles  are  vested  in  God.  All  possessions,  pow- 
ers, and  possibilities  are  ours  in  trust  only,  and  we  control 
them  only  as  stewards.  God  is  the  creator  of  all  things. 
By  Him,  through  Him,  and  for  Him  all  things  exist.  When- 
ever and  wherever  the  sovereignty  of  God  is  recognized, 
the  Lord  is  made  great  and  we  find  ourselves  being  lifted 
to  higher  levels  of  Christian  living. 

2.  YOU  OWE  GOD.  We  owe  it  to  God  to  make  the 
most  of  ourselves.  We  are  tenants,  not  owners  of  our  lives. 
No  tenant  has  the  right  to  use  a  rented  property  as  if  it 
were  his  own.  He  has  no  right  to  let  it  run  down  through 
his  neglect.  He  must  see  that  it  is  kept  up,  and  the  prop- 
erty cultivated.  Weeds  must  be  kept  out.  Waste  must  be 
avoided.  The  estate  must  not  be  squandered.  Making  the 
mo.st  of  ourselves  means  living  so  that  God  will  approve 
of  our  lives.  We  are  not  made  to  drift  aimlessly  through 
life,  not  knowing  whence  we  came,  nor  why  we  are  here, 
nor  where  we  go. 

3.  YOU  ARE  GOD'S  PARTNER.  "The  gift  without 
the  giver  is  bare."  More  than  that  such  a  gift  is  positively 
tn.sulting,  particularly  when  offered  to  our  Lord.  He  looks 
on  the  hearts  of  men.  He  knows  why  they  give  their  time, 
their  talents,  or  their  money  for  His  work.  Every  believer 
can  and  should  be  God's  partner.  From  sonship  to  partner- 
ship, through  stewardship,  is  the  divine  order  and  plan.  Be- 
gin by  acknowledging  Him  as  the  Lord  of  your  life  and 
the  owner  of  all  things  you  possess.  Dedicate  your  talents 
and  time  to  Him  without  reservation. 

4.  YOU  MUST  SHARK  WITH  OTHERS!  We  owe 
something  to  others.  The  foolish  man  would  tear  down  his 
bams  and  build  bigger  ones  that  he  might  store  his  goods. 
Selfishness  is  death.  The  .selfish  person  is  standing  in  the 
shoes  of  the  rich  fool.  The  tiouble  with  the  rich  man  was 
that  he  had  the  mistaken  idea  that  poH.sessions  counted.  In 
reality  a  man's  life  consists  in  helping  others  to  possess. 
The  best  possible  posse.ssion  is  ETERNAL  LIFE.  The  best 
use  we  can  make  of  our  time,  our  influence,  our  prayers, 


our  efforts,  is  to  lead  others  to  Christ.  In  this  way  both 
we  and  our  friends  may  be  I'ich  toward  God. 

5.  YOU  MUST  SHARE  WITH  CHRIST!  Someone  has 
said  that  one  and  one  make  more  than  two;  that  two  to- 
gether can  accomplish  much  more  than  tAvo  working  alone. 
There  is  power  in  cooperation.  The  task  is  easier,  the  dis- 
tance shorter,  the  burden  lighter  when  we  share  it  with 
another.  Strange,  then,  isn't  it,  how  folks  try  to  carry  the 
world  on  their  shoulders  like  Atlas  of  old;  how  they  strain 
and  struggle;  how  important  to  them  are  their  little  af- 
fairs. 

Sit  down  near  main  street  somewhere  and  watch  the 
faces  of  those  who  pass.  How  tense  they  look;  how  wor- 
ried; how  worried!  Do  you  suppose  they  would  look  that 
way  if  they  were  letting  Jesus  share  their  lives  with  them  ? 

Try  to  pick  out  from  your  acquaintances  those  who  seem 
to  you  to  have  some  inner  source  of  power.  Talk  with  them 
about  Jesus  and  His  way  of  life.  Jesus  offers  His  way  of 
life  and  source  of  power  to  everyone,  but  He  forces  no  one 
to  take  it.  Washington  shared  his  burdens  with  God  in 
Valley  Forge.  Lincoln  found  in  Christ  his  strength  to  carry 
the  Union  through  the  dark  days  of  the  Civil  War.  David 
Livingstone  was  sustained  by  Christ  in  the  jungles  of 
Africa  thousands  of  miles  from  home.  WE  NEED  to  pause 
in  our  mad  rush  and  take  Christ  into  our  thinking  and  do- 
ing. Now  is  the  time  to  begin  to  share  your  life  with  Jesus 
so  that  in  your  day  of  trouble  you  can  definitely  feel  Him 
and  His  source  of  power. 

THE  POOREST  MiEN  in  the  world  are  not  the  men  with 
the  least  money.  The  poorest  men  in  the  world  are  those 
who  become  stumbling  blocks,  causing  others  to  stumble. 
The  richest  men  are  not  those  who  have  the  most  money, 
but  those  who  are  Christians  and  endeavor  to  lead  others 
to  the  Saviour;  those  who  develop  their  own  character  ,and 
aid  others  in  spiritual  growth.  Poor  indeed  is  the  young 
person  who  lays  up  treasure  for  himself  and  is  not  rich 
toward  God.  Rich  indeed  is  he  who  is  rich  in  faith,  lich  in 
hope,  rich  in  love,  rich  in  good  works — rich  toward  GOD. 
Whatever  our  financial  rating  may  be,  we  may  be  million- 
aires in  character  and  heirs  of  eternal  glory. 


MAKE  REQUESTS  FOR  BRETHREN  YOUTH 
CRUSADER  TEAMS  EARLY 

Each  year  Brethren  Youth  sends  out  teams  of 
young  people  to  teach  Bible  School  in  various 
churches  of  our  denomination.  If  you  plan  to  use 
a  Brethren  Youth  Crusader  Team  this  summer 
please  make  your  request  early  so  that  you  can  be 
sure  of  a  team. 

If  you  need  help  in  organizing  and  conducting 
a  Bible  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School  in  your  local 
church,  write  to  Brethren  Youth  for  details  on  a 
Brethren  Youth  Crusader  Team. 

MARCH  1951  TO  OCTOBER  1952  BRETHREN 
YOUTH  MAGAZINES  NEEDED 

As  a  result  of  Founders'  Hall  fire  our  file  of 
Brethren  Youth  magazines  was  destroyed.  If  you 
can  supply  any  or  all  of  the  magazines  from 
March  1951  to  October  1952  we  will  appreciate  it 
very  much.  Please  send  magazines  to  Brethren 
Youth,  Ashland  College,  Ashland,  Ohio. 
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THE  BIBLE— THERE  IT  STANDS 

Century  follows  century — there  it  stands! 

Empires  rise  and  fall  and  are  forgotten — there  it  stands! 

Dynasty  succeeds  dynasty — there  it  stands! 

Kings  are  crowned  and  uncrowned — there   it  stands! 

Despised  and  torn  to  pieces — there  it  stands! 

Storms  of  hate  swirl  about  it — there  it  stands! 

Atheists  rail  against  it — there  it  stands! 

Agnostics  smile  cynically — there  it  stands! 

Profane,  prayerless  punsters  caricature  it — there  it  stands! 

An    anvil    that  has   broken  a  million  hammers — there  it 

stands! 
The  flames  are  kindled  about  it — there  it  stands! 
The   arrows   of  hate   are   discharged   against  it — there  it 

stands! 
Radicalism   rants   and   raves   against  it — there   it  stands! 
Fogs  of  sophistry  conceal  it  temporarily — there  it  stands! 
The  tooth  of  time  gnaws,  but  makes  no  dent  in  it — there 

it  stands! 

— A.  Z.  Conrad. 

Some  object  to  the  verbal  inspiration  of  the  Bible, 
thinking  that  such  interpretation  would  make  the  Scrip- 
ture mean  too  much.  As  long  as  we  are  not  getting  even 
half  of  its  fulness,  we,  evidently,  cannot  make  it  mean 
too  much  (Romans  4:21;  lEph.  3:20)!  Do  the  Scriptures 
teach  that  they  are  verbally  inspired  (II  Tim.  3:16,  17)? 
Surely  we  ought  to  cons^ult  the  mind  of  God  on  this  matter 
(II  Peter  1:21). 

Note  how  stress  is  placed  upon  single  words  as  "seed" 
versus  "seeds"  in  Gal.  3:16.  Paul,  quoting  here,  pi-oves 
by  verbal  inspii-ation  th^t  Christ  is  the  true  seed  of  Abra- 
ham, and  that  this  promise  could  not  be  annulled  by  the 
law  which  came  430  years  later.  Jesus  used  a  one-word 
proof  against  the  Sadducees,  Elohim,  and  not  Jehovah,  a 
woi'd  which  is  used  only  with  reference  to  the  living  to 
prove  that  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob  are  still  living 
(Matt.  22:31,  32).  When  Christ  was  'tempted  of  Satan, 
He  met  every  assault  by  a  quotation  of  the  Word  of  God, 
relying,  not  upon  a  genei-al  idea  of  Scripture  but  that 
which  "is  wi-itten"  (Matt.  4:4,  7,  10).  Jesus  said  that  there 
is  not  the  dotting  of  an  "i"  or  the  crossing  of  a  "t"  in  the 
law  but  what  it  is  correct  and  will  be  fulfilled  (Matt.  5:18). 
He  is  here  saying  that  every  account  is  verbally  accurate 
and  every  inflection  of  wording  is  inspired  and  unchange- 
able. Paul  declares  that  his  epistles  are  not  of  man's  wis- 
dom "but  that  which  the  Holy  Ghost  teacheth"  (I  Coi-. 
2:13).  Likewise  Moses  told  the  Israelites  that  he  wrote 
down  the  exact  words  of  God  (Exodus  24:4). 

God  has  conveyed  His  mind  by  exact  words  (Isa.  51:16). 
Even  Christ  claimed  that  He  depended  upon  the  Father 
for  His  words  (John  14:10).  See  further  how  He  regarded 
the  words  which  He  spoke  as  found  in  John  5:47;  12:47; 
14:23;  15:7;  17:8.  Could  it  then  be  that  other  messengers 
who  needed  it  more  than  Christ  had  no  precise  expression 


in  t<;vf;Iation  ?  Thf;  frif;ndK  of  God,  ChriHt  drjdareH,  receiv*; 
God's  Word  as  such  (John  17:8;.  If  the  ScriptureH  were 
not  verbally  inspired  then  it  18  left  to  our  finite  minda  to 
determine  how  much  truth  there  is  in  the  I'ible!  If  G^xiV. 
Word  does  not  mean  what  it  Hayw,  of  what  u«e  i«  it? 

'I'here  is  no  blessing  to  those  who  walk  in  the  counsel  of 
Uic  ungodly,  stand  in  the  way  of  sinners,  or  sit  in  the  seat 
of  the  scornful,  but  the  man  who  dwells  upon  what  the 
Word  says  shall  prosper  (Psalm  1  :!-.'{>.  Joshua  was 
"strong  and  courageous"  to  do  all  that  the  i^ord  had  di- 
rected through  His  Word  (Josh.  1:7,  8).  Solomon's  success 
was  contingent  to  his  observance  of  God's  laws  (I  Kings 
3:14).  The  law-abiding  Ezra  was  the  man  God  used  in  the 
rcstoi-ation  of  the  temple  (Ezra  7:10).  Put  the  pitKni.se  of 
John  7:38  to  the  test  and  see  how  God  will  prosper  you 
spiritually. 
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Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vanator 

Lesson  for  February  8,  1953 

THE  DIVINE  GENEROSITY 

Lesson:  Matthew  20:1-16 

SOMEHOW  OR  OTHER  we  do  not  seem  to  be  able  to 
get  a  certain  verse  in  Malachi  (or  at  least  a  part  of 
it)  from  our  minds  as  we  begin  to  think  about  the  idea  of 
Divine  Generosity.  That  portion  of  the  scripture  reads, 
"And  PROVE  ME  now  herewith,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts, 
if  I  will  not  open  you  the  windows  of  heaven  and  pour  you 
out  a  blessing,  that  thei'e  shall  not  be  room  enough  to  con- 
tain it." 

This  idea  of  generosity  hits  deeper  than  we  realize,  for 
there  is  more  than  one  way  of  being  generous  and  upon 
that  which  is  behind  the  generous  gift  lays  the  secret  of 
its  effectiveness.  A  generous  gift  may  be  given  in  two 
ways:  first,  for  purely  selfish  interests,  or  to  gain  praise 
for  self  for  such  a  magnificent  gift.  Such  gifts  are  usually 
found  to  bear  the  imprint  of  selfislmess  and  are  hei-alded 
to  the  world  as  a  "There,  see  what  I  have  done!"  Reminds 
us  of  the  praying  Pharisee  who  bragged  of  the  gifts  he 
had  given  and  how  he  had  tithed  the  commanded  things, 
but  who  "blew  his  trumpet"  on  the  street  corner  that  all 
might  hear  and  that  he  might  receive  "the  praise  of 
men." 

In  the  second  place,  there  is  the  truly  generous  giver, 
that  is,  the  one  who  bestows  the  gift  from  the  heart — in 
other  words,  real  "love  gifts"  like  those  bestowed  by  the 
poor  widow,  who  gave  her  "mite"  which  was  her  "all"  into 
the  treasury,  or  the  woman  who  lavishly  gave  of  her  treas- 
m-e,  the  alabaster  box  of  precious  ointment,  to  anoint  her 
Lord. 

We  might  well  say  that  the  fii'st  type  of  geneix)sity  is 
purely  human;  the  second  is  like  unto  the  Divine  Gift — 
the  "Divine  Generosity"  which  titles  this  lesson. 

Now  let  us  look  at  the  lesson  proper  for  a  few  moments 
and  see  if  we  can  discern  the  nature  of  Divine  Generosity. 

Jesus  gives  another  of  His  "Kingdom  likenesses."  Hei-e 
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He  likens  the  kingtloni  to  tlio  generous  householder  who 
needed  men  to  care  for  the  fruitage  of  his  vineyard.  Sev- 
eral things  are  to  be  noted  hei'e. 

First,  that  the  owner  of  the  vineyard  was  in  need  of  the 
assistance  of  men.  Does  that  mean  anything  to  us?  Surely 
It  should.  God  needs  our  help  in  His  garnering  process  in 
this  world  today,  even  more  than  ever. 

Second,  we  need  realize  that  there  arc  people  who  are 
"standing  idle  in  the  market  place"  because  no  one  has 
approached  them  with  the  invitation  to  work  for  the  Mas- 
ter of  all  things.  When  the  Master  asks  people  at  the 
judgement  seat  why  they  stood  idle,  can  it  be  that  their 
answer  will  be  "Lord,  no  nwn  has  approached  us  to  offer 
us  employment,"  and  that  answer  will  be  the  woixis  which 
will  incriminate  us? 

Then  there  is  the  third  thought.  Do  we  mistake  God's 
generosity  for  favoritism  ?  Do  we  become  jealous  of  the 
progress  of  others — their  evident  financial  success  in  spite 
of  material  handicaps — and  say,  "Lord,  you  gave  them 
more  than  their  duo!"  thus  showing  our  owti  selfish  and 
jealous  nature?  If  so,  we  are  veiy  apt  to  hear  the  same 
words  that  the  master  of  the  vineyard  spoke  to  the  com- 
plaining workmen,  "Didst  thou  not  agree  with  me  for  a 
penny?" 

If  we  trust  God  we  are  sure  to  find  that  His  Divine 
Generosity  far  exceeds  that  of  mere  man,  for  His  gener- 
osity has  been  proved  time  after  time  in  all  of  our  lives. 
Look  over  your  life  and  see  if  you  deserve  the  generosity 
of  God. 


19.^2   PUBLICATION   DAY  OFFERING 

May-I>ecember   19.'')2 

Previously  reported   .$4,650.49 

Gratis.   Ohio,   Brethren   Church    .32.00 

Johnstown.  Penna.,  First  .Brethren  Church 58.00 

Pa'k   Street,  Ashland,  Ohio,   Biethren   Church    ..  15.00 

Fairview,  Washington  C.  H.,  O.,  Brethren  Church  5.00 

Corinth.   Indiana,    Brethren    Church    17.39 

South    Bend,   Indiana,    Brethren   Church    225.00 

Cumberland,   Maiyland,    B)eth)en   Church    7.26 

.\orth   Manchester,   Indiana,   Brethren  Church    .  .  100.00 

.Mi-s.    J.    R.    Stiffler    1.00 

Hagerstown,    Maryland,    Brethren    Church    13.48 

Ruth    Lichty    3.00 

Elkhart,  Indiana,   Brethren  Church    57.25 

Roann,    Indiana,    Brethren    Church    33.96 

O.   F.    DeHavf  n    1.00 

Goshen,   Indiana,    Brethren   Church    53.96 

.Mrs.    ('..    L.   Maus    6.00 

Elkhart,   Indiana,    Brethren   Church    53.75 

North    Manchester,   Indiana,    Brethien    Chuich    .  17.84 

Hillcrest,  Dayton,  Ohio,   Brethren   Chuuh    100.00 

Goshen,   Indiana,    Brethren    Church    61.04 

Total    $  861 .93 


1952  TOTAL  PUBLICATION  DAY  OFFKRING  .i;5,512.42 


Editor's  note:  The  above  report  represents  the  final  re- 
port on  the  1952  Publication  offering.  The  1953  offering, 
which  is  being  lifted  this  month,  will   be  reported  later. 

W.  S.  B. 
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FIRESTONE  PARK  BRETHREN  OHURCH 
AKRON,  OHIO 

Two  weeks  of  fellowship,  November  10th  to  23rd,  in  an 
evangelistic  campaign,  in  The  Firestone  Park  Brethren 
Church,  Akron,  Ohio,  was  a  season  of  real  enjoyment  and 
inspiration  for  the  Pastor,  Rev.  J.  G.  Dodds,  and  the  Pas- 
tor-Evangelist, Rev.  William  S.  Crick,  of  Gratis,  Ohio. 

This  church  gi'oup,  with  a  membership  of  160,  just  cele- 
brated its  sixth  anniversary  with  a  Homecoming  program, 
Sunday,  September  7th.  They  are  splendid  folk,  loyal  to 
the  Word,  diligent  in  the  Scriptures,  faithful  in  their  at- 
tendance, gracious  in  their  hospitality  and  generous  in 
their  stewardship.  The  average  attendance  for  the  series 
was  not  large,  42,  but,  'the  faithful'  were  in  evidence  night 
after  night.  There  were  twenty-three  reconsecrations,  and 
four  adults  were  received  into  membership,  one  by  bap- 
tism and  three  by  relation. 

Brethren  here  relish  the  'sincere  milk  of  the  Word'  and 
'strong  meat'  is  also  assimilated.  The  fortnight  of  teach-S 
ing  and  preaching  was  climaxed  by  the  Fall  Communion 
Services,  on  Monday  evening.  The  visiting  Pastor  was  in- 
vited to  remain  for  the  service,  and  participated  in  the 
Baptismal  and  Confirmation  Service,  and  in  the  Commu- 
nion. 

Our  labors  together  in  Akron  were  a  happy  sequel  to  a 
two  weeks'  Evangelistic  Campaign  in  The  First  Brethren 
Church  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  in  1946.  Then,  the  Evangelist  in 
the  Akron  Campaign  was  host  Pastor,  and  the  Akron  Pas- 
tor was  the  Evangelist.  We  are  optimistic  toward  the  def- 
inite plans  and  expectations  of  The  Firestone  Park  Breth- 
ren Church.  If  the  Lord  tarries,  they  will  erect  a  more 
elaborate  and  commodious  edifice,  on  the  corner  lot,  which 
is  adjoined  by  the  lot  on  which  the  present  well-designed 
house  of  worship  was  built,  and  dedicated  in  1948.  As  Pas- 
tors, we  concur  in  the  keeping  of  accurate,  specific  and 
comprehensive  records  of  the  Church's  activities  and  mem- 
bership. The  annual  "Year  Book"  gives  an  accurate  his- 
tory of  the  group,  with  comparative  tabulations  of  pre- 
ceeding  years.  Any  interested  inquirer  can  ascertain 
"Who's  Who"  and  "What's  What"! 

William  S.  Crick 
J.  G.  Dodds 

HUNTINGTON,  INDIANA 

Since  our  last  report,  which  was  at  General  Confer- 
ence time,  four  adults  have  been  added  to  our  member- 
ship, two  by  baptism  and  two  by  letter.  At  conference, 
banner  certificates  were  awarded  to  our  W.  M.  S.  and  to 
.Junior  and  Senior  Sisterhoods.  On  September  26th  a  dele- 
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gation  of  the  W.  M.  S.  g^ve  a  worship  seivico  at  tho 
Flora  .Brethren's  Home.  The  pastor  gave  a  message,  and 
Brother  Jonas  Bi'ower,  who  was  pastor  at  Huntington  at 
the  time  of  the  dedication  of  tho  church  edifice  here,  also 
spoke  and  gave  reminiscences.  Seven  residents  of  the 
Home  aie  former  parishioners  of  the  writer. 

Our  laymen  continue  to  make  improvements  on  our 
church  properties,  and  still  have  a  number  of  projects  in 
view.  The  Men's  Chorus  gave  its  seventh  sacred  conceit 
in  the  local  church  on  Sunday  evening,  January  18th,  to 
an  audience  of  125.  Prior  to  Chi-istmas  they  showed  a 
film  entitled,  "The  Guiding  Star."  The  church,  the  W.  M. 
S.,  Laymen,  and  the  Friendship  Bible  Class  lifted  gifts  in 
December  for  the  Ashland  College  Building  Fund. 

Our  Sunday  school  made  an  .average  attendance  of  104 
last  year,  which  was  a  gain  of  25:5%  over  the  previous 
year.  The  morning  church  attendance  averaged  87,  and 
the  evening  attendance  37.  In  November  our  prayer  meet- 
ing attendance  averaged  40,  and  in  December  it  was  32. 
Miss  Letha  Swain,  our  children's  division  superintendent, 
is  confined  to  her  bed  with  illness.  For  many  years  she 
has  been  a  very  faithful  servant  of  the  Lord,  ,and  we  so- 
licit the  prayers  of  our  readers  in  her  behalf.  She  has 
.taught  our  children  to  love  to  give.  In  addition  to  the 
i  regular  Sunday  offerings  she  has  had  the  children  giving 
[for  missions  on  the  first  Sunday  of  the  month,  for  the 
parsonage  on  the  second  Sunday,  for  a  Sunday  school  bus 
on  the  third  Sunday,  for  flower  fund  on  the  fourth  Sun- 
day, and  for  "our  needs"  on  the  fifth  Sunday. 


»'Af;K    KIFTKET 

Ono  of  our  former  workers,  .MIkh  Wanda  I»u  Kreiger, 
was  wed  to  Mr;rle  Kdwajd  Vice  in  a  church  wedding  on 
Decemlxir  28,  with  the  panlor  officiating. 

Our  Watch  Night  service  began  with  .01  preBent  for 
jiiayer  mi.eting.  At  the  Hi-iO  hour  the  pastor's  youngeHt 
brother,  Herbert  R.  (Jiimer,  gave  a  film  strip  on  the  life 
of  Chri.st,  and  also  spoke  on  the  subject  of  "'ITie  Holy 
Spirit."  At  9:30  we  had  a  "sing.spiration."  Jirother  Carl 
Kreiger  then  conducted  an  hour  of  social  activities.  The 
W.  M.  S.  served  refreshments,  and  the  Brethren  Youth 
then  closed  the  year  with  a  candle  light  .service.  In  OcUt- 
ber  Mrs.  C.  Y.  Gilmer  served  as  flannelgraph  narrator 
at  my  brother  Roy's  church,  during  their  revival  meeting. 

At  our  last  quaiterly  meeting  a  return  call  v.as  given 
to  the  minister  and  his  wife  for  a  three-year  period  uith 
an  appreciable  increase  in  support.  Our  fifth  year  of  .ser- 
vice ends  next  April  first.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  A.  H.  Gi-umb- 
ling  of  Bryan,  Ohio,  have  been  engaged  to  be  our  evan- 
gelists on  March  16-29.  We  had  our  mid-winter  rally  on 
Sunday,  J.anuary  18th.  The  money  was  given  to  finish 
paying  the  principal  on  our  parsonage  note,  and  a  nice 
surplus  remains  for  interior  re-decorating  of  the  paison- 
age.  We  expect  to  have  a  note  burning  service  and  "open 
house"  when  the  re-decorating  is  finished.  The  parsonage 
was  purchased  on  April  30,  1949.  As  we  "laboi-  on"  we 
must  have  the  continued  prayers  of  our  friends  in  every 
quarter,  and  may  God  give  a  greater  increase! 

— C.  Y.  Gilmer,  pastor. 


"BUSINESS   AS   USUAL": 
NOT  ENOUGH 

By  Roy  S,  Nicholson 

We  are  a  nation  that  is  given  to  slogans.  Some  of  then. 
cnallenge  us  into  launching  a  crusade,  while  others  tend 
10  soothe  us  into  fatal  slumber.  A  famous  restaurant 
chain  was  enlarging  and  redecorating  one  of  its  units. 
During  this  transition  it  displayed  a  big  sign  which  an- 
nounced: "Business  As  Usual!"  Everyone  know  that  the 
sign  meant  that  their  business  would  be  carried  forward 
despite  their  removeling  program.  The  message  of  that 
sign  was  contracted  with  sig^s  which  an  alert  pastor 
placed  in  the  vicinity  of  his  church.  They  read:  "Unusual 
services  at  the  usual  hours!" 

Shall  we  be  content  with  "business  as  usual?"  Not 
when  it  is  the  Heavenly  Father's  business;  not  when  we 
see  conditions  in  their  true  light  not  when  we  witness 
tiiC  decay  of  the  home  life  and  realize  that  almost  one- 
third  of  the  marriages  end  in  divorce;  not  when  it  is  es- 
timated that  almost  one-half  of  the  American  public  in- 
dulges in  drinking  alcoholic  beverages,  making  the  worst 
drinking  record  in  the  history  of  our  nation  not  when  it 
is  realized  that  over  one-half  the  divorces  granted  in  1946 
were  caused  by  liquor.  "Business  as  usual  is  not  enough 
when  one-third  of  our  crimes  are  committed  by  young 
people  under  twenty-one  years  of  age;  not  when  a  major 
portion  of  our  population  is  unchurched  and  over  one-half 
of  those  who  belong  to  the  churches  do  not  attend  their 
services,  leaving  only  twenty-five  per  cent  of  our  popula- 
tion actively  identified  with  any  denomination,  and  when 
it  is  reported  that  three-fourths   of  American  youth   be- 


tween  the   ages   of   five   and   seventeen   years   are   not  re- 
ceiving  any   religious    instruction. 

It  is  our  complacency  with  "business  as  usual"  that 
has  produced  these  chaotic  conditions  which  have  broken 
up  the  homes,  discarded  conventions,  broken  down  our 
moral  ideals,  and  allowed  teen-age  children  to  roam  the 
stieets  unchaperoned  and  has  given  the  land  a  flock  of 
unwed  teen-age  mothers.  It  is  high  time  that  we  awoke 
and  recovered  our  moral  militancy  and  launched  a  cru- 
sade for  decency  and  righteousness.  "Business  as  usual" 
lets  Modernism  with  its  pantheism,  materialism,  human- 
ism, totalitarianism,  and  all  the  other  ills  that  it  has  bred 
flourish  and  causes  Fundamentalism  to  fade.  "Busine.=s 
as  usual"  makes  nobody  afraid  of  going  to  hell  and  does 
lot  create  much  interest  in  getting  folk  to  go  to  heaven; 
it  encourages  secularism  and  stifles  the  development  of 
spiritual  values;  and  if  it  does  deal  with  religion,  it  boost? 
the  natural  and  blasts  the  supernatural;  it  substitutes 
human  transformation  for  divine  regeneration  and  edu- 
cation for  evangelism  No,  "business  as  usual"  is  not 
enough    in   days   like   these. — The   Wesleyan   Methodist. 


How  About 

Your  Offerings?  ? 

PUBLICATION    DAY   OFFERING 

Make  checks  to  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company,  and 
address  The  .Brethren  Publishing  Company.  524  College 
Avenue,  Ashland,   Ohio. 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANCJEUST 


WARNER  E.  SALLMAN'S 


Famous  Christian  Paintings 


TWELVE   full-color  reproductions 
in  a  variety  of 

Three  Popular  Priced  Frames 

Suitable  for  Office,  Classroom,  or  Home 


TEACH  ME  THY  WAY 

$6.95  Style 


CHRIST  AT  DAWN 

$3.95  Style 


BOY  CHRIST 

$1.95  Style 


The  $6.95  Series 

Order  by  number 


A  burnished  bronze  frame  with  decorative  corners.  This  neat 
pattern  sets  off  the  pictures  with  a  pleasing  effect.  Over-all  size 
I8V2X22V2  inches.  Carefully  packed  for  safe  delivery.  This  series  of 
twelve  Sallman  masterpieces  represents  high  value  for  the  price  asked. 


No.  M4700  Head  of  Christ 

No.  M4701  Gethsemane 

No.  M4702  Heart's  Door 

No.  M4703  Good  Shepherd 

No.  M4704  Bov  Christ 

No.  M4705  Christ  at  Dawn 


No.  M4706  Children's  Friend 

No.  M4709  We  Would  See  Jesus 

No.  M4710  Follow  Thou  Me 

No.  M4711  The  Lord's  Supper 

No.  M4712  Christ  Our  Pilot 

No.  M4713  Teach  Me  Thy  Way 


The  $3.95  Series 

Order  by  number 


A  low-priced  but  neat  frame.  Burnished  bronze  finish.  Over-all 
size  12'/2Xl6  inches.  Modest  price  permits  a  wide  use  in  public 
places   as   well  as   in   the   home.    Order   the   picture   of   your   choice. 


No.  M4500 
No.  M4501 
No.  M4502 
No.  M4503 
No.  M4504 
No.  M4505 


Head  of  Christ 
Gethsemane 
Heart's  Door 
Good  Shepherd 
Boy  Christ 
Christ  at  Dawn 


No.  M4506 
No.  M4509 
No.  M4510 
No.  M4511 
No.  M4512 


Children's  Friend 
We  Would  See  Jesus 
Follow  Thou  Me 
The  Lord's  Supper 
Christ  Our  Pilot 


No.   M4513   Teach  Me   Thy  Way 


The  $1.95  Series 

Order  by  number 


Here  is  truly  a  bargain  for  those  who  must  limit  their  expenditure 
for  classroom  or  gift  purposes.  Molding  is  finished  in  burnished 
bronze.  Over-all  size  9>/4Xll'/2   inches. 


No.  M4300 
No.  M4301 
No.  M4302 
No.  M4303 
No.  M4304 
No.  M4305 


Head  of  Christ 
Gethsemane 
Heart's  Door 
Good  Shepherd 
Boy  Christ 
Christ  at  Dawn 


No.  M4306  Children's  Friend 

No.  M4309  We  Would  See  Jesus 

No.  M4310  Follow  Thou  Me 

No.  M4311  The  Lord's  Supper 

No.  M4312  Christ  Our  Pilot 

No.  M4313  Teach  Me  Thy  Way 


Head  Gethsemane  Heart's  Door        Good  Shepherd  Children's  We  Would 

Friend  See  Jesus 


All  p.ictures  individually  boxed. 


Order  from   The  Brethren  Publishing  Co, 
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Items  of  general  Interest 


GATEWOOD,  WEST  VIRGINIA.  Brother  Cecil  Bolton, 
Jr.,  Pastor  reports  that  a  special  prayer  service  for  Polio 
sufferers  was  held  recently.  (Much  good  can  be  gained  in 
our  churches  by  praying  unitedly  for  specific  things.  This 
procedure  could  well  be  followed  by  more  and  more  of  our 
churches.) 

BETHLEHEM,  VIRGINIA.  Brother  John  Locke  reports 
that  this  church  observed  "Commitment  Sunday"  on  Jan- 
uary' 2.5th.  In  the  evening  service,  the  film,  "The  Choice 
is  Yours,"  by  Dr.  Ivey  of  the  University  of  Illinois,  was 
shown. 

HAGERSTOWN,  MARYLAND.  The  W.  M.  S.  held 
their  annual  dinner  recently  with  approximately  50  ladies 
present.  A  real  surprise  of  the  evening,  according  to  re- 
ports, was  the  receiving  of  seventeen  young  women  as 
members    of    the    society. 

The  program  centered  around  missions,  with  our  Ken- 
tucky Mission  Field  receiving  the  attention  of  the  group, 
followed  by  a  review  of  the  mission  book,  "Africans  on 
the  Safari,"  given  by  Mrs.  Clarence  Smeak,  Jr.  The  pro- 
gram was  in  charge  of  Mrs.  Blanche  Boyer. 

WAYNE  HEIGHTS  BRETHREN,  WAYNESBORO, 
PENNA.  Brother  N.  V.  Leatherman  announces  that  dedi- 
cation services  for  the  new  church  will  be  held  on  May 
.3rd.  He  says  that  they  should  be  in  the  new  church  with- 
in the  next  few  weeks. 

The  Sisterhood  girls  conducted  the  evening  service  on 


January  25th,  with  the  Pastor  bringing  the  message  on 
the  subject,  "Christion  Education  for  Today." 

The  W,  M.  S.  held  their  mission  study  on  January  31st. 

MEYERSDALE,  PENNA.  MAIN  STREET  BRETH- 
REN. Rev.  Charles  R.  Munson,  National  .Brethren  Youth 
Director,  was  scheduled  to  bring  the  messages  on  Feb- 
ruary 1st,  under  the  sponsorship  of  the  local  Brotherhood 
organization. 

Rev.  Horace  Huse,  Senior  in  Ashland  Seminary,  is 
scheduled  to  be  at  Meyersdale,  on  Sunday  February  8th. 

NORTH  VANDERGRIFT,  PENNA.  A  card  from  the 
Pastor,  Rev.  Paul  Naff,  tells  us  that  "The  North  Vander- 
grift  Brethren  Church  has  moved  into  its  new  building  on 
Kepple  Hill  in  North  Vandergrift.  Prayer  Meeting  on 
January  21st  was  the  first  service,  all  services  on  Sun- 
day, January  25th,  were  in  the  new  church."  (A  story 
and  pictures  on  the  achievement  of  this  church  building 
program  appeared  in  a  recent  issue  of  The  Evangelist.) 

LOUISVILLE,  Ohio.  Holy  Communion  was  observed 
Sunday  evening,  January  18th. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO,  PARK  STREET  BRETHREN.  A 
special  "Parent's  Night"  was  held  on  January  22nd,  by 
the  Sisterhood  and  Brotherhood.  Games,  and  a  devotional 
program  were  presented  by  the  Brotherhood,  and  refresh- 
ments were  served  by  the  Sisterhood  girls  and  their 
mothers. 

The  Brotherhood  public  service  was  given  on  Sunday 
evening,  January  25th. 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  The  Gratis  church  is  commemorating 
its  70th  Anniversary  this  year.  A  very  concise  and  com- 
prehensive report  of  members,  and  other  important  data 
of  the  church  is  being  presented  to  the  congregation  by 
our  National  Statistician,  Brother  William  S.  Crick,  Pas- 
tor of  the  Church.  Brother  Crick  is  using  the  pages  of 
his  church  bulletin  to  put  this  information  into  the  hands 
of  his  members. 

The  Gratis  church  was  host  to  the  Miami  Valley  Breth- 
ren Youth  Rally  on  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  Janu- 
ary 18th. 

The  Junior  Choir  is  already  practicing  on  their  music 
for  Easter  Sunday.  Such  far-sighted  preparation  will  cer- 
tainly produce  results  on  Easter. 

NEW  LEBANON,  OHIO.  The  Miami  Valley  Laymer 
met  with  the  New  Lebanon  Laymen  on  January  19th  foi 
a  District  Meeting  in  the  form  of  a  Father  and  Son  ban- 
quet. There  were  %  present,  64  of  them  from  the  host 
church,  according  to  Brother  John  Byler,  Pastor.  Speakei 
for  the  event,  was  Dr.  Raymond  R.  Peters,  Executive  Sec- 
retary of  the  Church  Federation  of  Greater  Dayton. 

The  New  Lebanon  church  will  engage  in  a  Revival  Ser- 
vice, beginning  on  March  1st.  Rev.  George  Gardiner,  for- 
mer director  of  Youth  For  Christ  in  Dayton,  ,and  now 
Great  Lakes  District  Evangelist  for  Y.  F.  C,  will  be  the 
speaker. 

Improvements  to  the  Church  interior  are  to  be  started 
soon,  with  a  relocation  of  the  pulpit,  enlarging  the  choii 
area,  an  acoustic  ceiling  in  the  sanctuary,  and  a  redeco- 
rating of  main  floor  rooms  and  sanctuary.  They  hope  to 
have  the  work  all  done  by  March  .1st. 

BRYAN,  OHIO.  "Accent  on  Youth"  took  place  on  Sun- 
day evening,  January  18th.  It  began  with  a  supper  meet- 

( Continued   on   page  10) 
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JHe  Editor's 

Pulpit 
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rriaiBS: 


fit  C^vemng  Time  It  Shall  13e  Liyht 


These  words  from  Zechariah  14:7,  are  intended  to  set 
the  theme  for  these  few  words  in  behalf  of  the  Brethren's 
Home  residents  and  our  retired  Ministers. 

February  is  the  month  for  the  lifting  of  our  annual  of- 
fering for  the  support  of  our  Brethren's  Home  at  Flora, 
Indiana,  and  for  the  Superannuated  Ministers'  Fund. 

In  the  taking  of  this  offering,  we  as  a  Church  are  do- 
ing, even  at  our  best,  the  very  barest  minimum  for  those 
who  have  reached  the  sunset  years  of  life.  We  should,  and 
must  do  more. 

Consider  the  recipients  of  our  Benevolent  offerings. 
Who  are  they?  From  whence  came  they?  We  must  re- 
member that  they  are  people — good  Christian  men  and 
women  who  have  reached  the  glorious  sunset  years  of 
life.  God  has  blessed  them  with  many  years  of  life.  In 
many  cases,  especially  with  the  residents  of  the  Home, 
the  physical  body  is  showing  the  effects  of  many  active 
years  of  labor.  Perhaps  in  the  case  of  retired  Ministers, 
they  were  unable  "to  get  ahead"  during  their  years  of 
service  to  the  Church  so  as  to  provide  for  their  sunset 
years. 


WE   CANNOT   "PASS   THEM    OFF!' 

want  to,  would  we  ? 


Nor   would    we 


WHAT  THEN  IS  OUR  OBLIGATION  TO  THEM? 

Consider  that  we  were  once  babes  in  arms,  cared  for  by 
loving  parents.  They  sacrificed  and  loved  and  cared  for 
us,  to  give  us  a  start  in  life.  Later,  we  became  "on  our 
own."  But  our  parents — what  about  them  ?  Giving  to  us, 
they  were  unable  to  lay  aside  for  their  final  years.  If  they 
cared  for  us,  put  up  -with  our  cryings^  our  aches  and 
pains,  don't  you  think  we  owe  to  them  a  devoted  attention 
in  these  later  years  of  their  lives?  THAT,  WE  THINK 
IS  OUR  OBLIGATION. 

Let  us  now  consider  as  it  relates  to  those  of  the  .Breth- 
ren's Home  and  the  retired  Ministers. 

Adolph  Hitler,  once  a  power  in  Germany,  took  care  of 
Germany's  aged  and  dependent  people — He  killed  them 
off  in  cold  blood!  If  an  individual  was  too  old  or  too  sick 
to  work,  Hitler  killed  them  off,  to  save  on  food  and  medi- 
cines. We  have  not  taken  such  a  radical  attitude  here  in 
America,  but  yet,  we  may  be  guilty  of  caring  for  our 
aged  people  out  of  a  sense  of  moral  duty  rather  than 
through  tender  love  and  care. 

It  is  a  sad  state  of  affairs  for  children  to  consider 
parents,  or  other  elderly  people  a  burden  to  care  for. 
Elderly  fathers  and  mothers  in  the  Bible  were  objects  of 
devotion  and  respect  on  the  part  of  children.  "Honor  thy 
father  and  mother"  was  God's  advice.  The  faithful  Jew 


found  the   Patriarch   a  soui'ce   of  inspiration,   instiiiction 
and  strength. 

Yes,  at  evening  time,  it  shall  be  light — that  is,  if  we 
do  our  part.  A  soul  that  has  lived  near  God  all  of  his 
days  will  grow  mature  in  years  in  a  way  that  shall  be  a 
blessing  to  all.  As  one  sees  the  fading  of  the  years  of 
strength,  one  realizes  he  is  closer  to  that  bright  eternal 
day.  The  word  of  God  becomes  an  even  brighter  light,  as 
faith  approaches  reality.  We  who  are  younger,  will  do 
well  to  understand  age  in  this  way,  and  do  all  we  can  to 
make  their  sunset  years  a  time  of  rest,  joy  and  comfort. 
God  does  His  part  with  the  spiritual,  in  giving  light  at 
evening  time.  We  must  do  our  part  in  seeing  that  these 
elderly  people  aie  well  cared  for,  and  happy.  To  do  any 
less,  is  unchristian. 

In  the  Brethren's  Home,  we  find  a  group  of  people  who 
are  over  65  years  of  age — the  oldest  around  93.  They 
have  cast  their  lot  with  a  group  of  people  like-mindeu, 
and  an  organization  efficiently  designed  to  care  for  their 
physical  and  spiritual  needs. 

It  should  be  made  clear  that  the  Brethren's  Home  is 
not  a  "county  home,"  nor  an  "old  folks'  home"  as  we 
commonly  think  of  these  places.  It  is  not  a  place  where 
a  person  goes  as  a  "last  resort,"  to  live  on  charity,  un- 
wanted and  unloved. 

Rather  it  is  a  place  where  love  and  care  and  devotion 
are  given  through  those  in  charge  of  the  Home.  As  re- 
ported in  this  issue,  the  residents  of  the  home  are  hap- 
py, well  cared  for.  Which  is  as  it  should  be. 

Our  retired  ministers  receive  through  the  Superannu- 
ated Ministers'  Fund,  a  sum  which  due  to  the  lack  of 
sufficient  funds,  represents  but  a  small  part  of  total  sup- 
port. It  is  not  charity;  it  barely  reaches  an  amount  of  an 
"appreciation  gift"  from  the  church.  Y'ou  could  not  live 
on  it.  Those  who  receive  this  stipend  are  ministei-s,  or 
widows  of  ministers,  who  have  faithfully  served  the 
Church  for  decades  past — often  on  meager,  hand-to- 
mouth  salaries. 

The  nicest  part  about  this  whole  thing  is  the  way  the 
Home  residents  and  the  retired  Ministers,  and  ^Minister's 
widows,  feel  about  it.  We  do  not  hear  them  complain,  in 
any  way.  Which  brings  us  to  the  point  of  this  editorial. 

You  as  membei-s  of  the  Brethren  Church,  can  show 
your  deep  appreciation  to  these  servants  of  yeai-s  past  by 
giving  a  generous  Benevolent  Offering,  gi^^ng  so  that  the 
evening  years  of  their  lives  might  be  full  of  light. 

With  the  above  paragraph,  we  might  easily  have  closed 

(Continued  on  page  16) 
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JOHN  R.JOHNSTON,  First  Vice-President  of  the  Board 


A  LOOK  INTO  THE  PAST 

E\'ER  SINCE  the  idea  of  establishing  a  Super- 
annuated Minister's  Fund  and  the  Brethren's 
Home  was  conceived  it  has  been  necessary  to 
continually  plan  and  go  forward — never  retard- 
ing the  pace — never  relaxing  in  the  effort  neces- 
sary to  achieve  the  goal. 

The  past  years  ha\^  not  only  required  careful 
planning — planning  with  a  determination  to  see 
a  job  linislied,  but  they  have  caused  many  hours 
of  anxiety  and  unrest  to  those  who  were  directly 
charged  with  the  responsibility  of  directing  this 
work. 

Although  many  heartaches  were  encountered, 
and  many  disheartening  things  arose,  these  God 
fearing  men,  having  faith  in  their  Creator  never 
gave  up. 

No  doubt,  they  have  a  feeling  of  pride,  and 
rightly  so,  as  they  look  back  over  those  trouble- 
som3  years  and  remember  the  dream  which  has 
now  nuiterialized. 

So  carefully  has  the  whole  plan  been  thought 
out  and  each  detail  executed  that  not  only  does 
the  Home  at  Flora,  Indiana  rate  as  one  of  the 
best,  but  the  Ministers'  Annuity  fund  is  also  on 
a  sound  working  basis. 

These  men  realize  that  such  a  work  could 
never  have  been  accomplished  without  the  aid  of 
the  whole  brotherhood.  They  depended  upon  the 
brothei'hood  for  both  spiritual  and  financial  as- 
sistance. They  were  not  disappointed. 

A  LOOK  INTO  THE  FUTURE 

Do  we  dare  stop  now  and  rest  on  the  record  of 
the  past?  Shall  we  be  satisfied  with  what  we  have 
and  make  no  plans  for  the  future?  We  must  re- 
alize we  cannot  stand  still — we  must  either  slide 
backwards  or  go  forward  and  no  Christ  loving 
people  will  say  let's  back  up. 

The  Home  at  present  is  nearly  filled  to  capa- 
city. Two  new  cottages  have  been  completed    or 


near  completion  and  a  third  has  been  started. 
Shall  we  cease  to  provide  increased  facilities  to 
meet  the  demands  of  the  future? 

This  is  one  problem  now  facing  the  members 
of  your  Benevolent  Board.  Not  only  must  suffi- 
cient funds  be  obtained  to  meet  current  operat- 
ing expenses,  but  an  expansion  program  must  be 
considered  and  the  necessary  funds  accumu- 
lated to  permit  executing  such  plans  when  the 
proper  time  comes.  If  the  proper  steps  are  taken 
now  the  problem  will  not  be  so  great  later. 

If  the  current  rate  of  applications  for  admit- 
tance continues,  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide 
additional  facilities  in  the  very  near  future.  We 
must  have  adequate  capacity  to  provide  for  all 
our  people  asking  for  admittance. 

These  facilities  cannot  be  provided  without 
your  help. 

WE  MUST  REMEMBER 

This  offering  is  not  for  the  Brethren's  Home 
alone — it's  really  a  two-in-one  offering  for  it  also 
provides  funds  for  the  Superannuated  Ministers' 
fund. 

This  Superannuaated  Ministers  fund  is  used 
to  help  those  retired  ministers  and  widows  who 
have  so  graciously  given  their  all  for  the  work  of 
the  church.  It  is  part  payment  on  a  debt  we  owe 
for  a  job  well  done. 

If  you  have  not  visited  the  Brethren's  Home, 
do  so.  The  expression  of  happiness — the  ray  of 
sunshine — seen  on  the  faces  of  the  residents  will 
give  you  a  self-satisfied  feeling  to  know  you  have 
had  a  part  in  making  possible  such  a  home  to 
provide  for  those  who  have  meant  so  much  to  us. 
The  expression  of  those  residing  there'  will  make 
you  want  to  do  your  part  now  and  in  the  future. 

Let's  not  think  of  this  offering  as  a  "Benevo- 
lent offering"  but  as  a  "Love  Offering"  and  ex- 
press our  love  by  giving  to  our  utmost  and  let 
our  elders  know  they  have  not  been  forgotten. 


Benevolences    Are   Taught    In    The    BIBLE    -    ^i^^    "TfojCiAf 


^^M'M^MMhiimi^&Msm^Mt^m^tMtm^ 
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REV.  C.  A.  STEWART.  Pastor.  Flora,  Indiana 


WE  WISH  TO  PRESENT  something  about 
Benevolence  on  the  lield  and  to  give  a  sum- 
mary statement  from  the  residents  of  the  Breth- 
{  ren's  Home.  This  is  just  a  little  difficult  to  do, 
I  since  there  are  26  residents  in  the  Home  and  the 
^  average  age  is  above  eighty  years.  They  range 
J  all  the  way  from  sixty-five  to  ninety-two  or  three 
years  of  age. 

When  you  interview  each  one  you  g€^  about  the 
same  answer,  which  is  something  like  this,  ''WE 
LIKE  IT  HERE;  IT  IS  WARM  AND  WE  GET 
GOOD  FOOD  AND  ARE  WELL  CARED  FOR." 
THEY  ALSO  APPRECIATE  MAIL  AND 
GIFTS  WHICH  COME  TO  THEM  FROM  IN- 
DIVIDUALS, SOCIETIES  AND  CHURCHES. 

There  are  far  too  many  of  us  who  want,  or  at 
least  do,  dismiss  these  older  people  from  our 
minds  by  just  thinking  that  they  have  a  good 
place  to  live,  and  that  we  are  not  responsible  for 
anything  further.  BUT  THEY  SHOULD  NOT 
BE  A  FORGOTTEN  PEOPLE  BY  RELA- 
TIVES OR  THE  CHURCH  AT  LARGE.  If  you 
don't  know  them,  get  their  name's,  and  write  to 
them  any  way.  How  they  enjoy  getting  your  let- 
ters. Two  are  blind,  and  one  blind  and  deaf,  and 
several  walk  with  canes  or  crutches,  and  can  do 
nothing  but  sit  and  think  about  themselves. 
HOW  THEY  WOULD  LIKE  TO  HEAR  FROM 
YOU. 

In  regard  to  the  home  itself.  I  do  not  think  the 
Church  fully  appreciates  the  responsibility  and 
the  burden  upon  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McDaniel,  who 
care  for  the  Home.  When  you  are  around  a  little 


while,  you  are  made  to  wonder  how  they  get  done 
all  they  do.  It  is  not  only  supei-vising  the  Home 
on  the  inside  and  out,  but  the  problems  of  each 
individual  falls  upon  them. 

Someone  is  sick  all  the  time,  and  many  times 
several  at  a  time,  and  must  be  cai'ed  for  day  and 
night.  There  should  be  at  least  a  practical  nurse 
all  the  time  to  relieve  the  McDaniels  of  that  part 
of  the  burden.  We  may  stand  at  a  distance  and 
criticise  or  suggest  what  ought  to  be  done,  but 
the  picture  changes  when  you  come  on  the  field 
and  spend  some  time.  You  cannot  grasp  it  by 
coming  in  for  a  few  hours  and  then  leaving. 

Every  member  of  the  Benevolent  Board  should 
spend  some  time  on  the  field  at  least  once  or 
twice  a  year.  This  is  not  possible,  of  course,  but 
we  are  not  qualified  to  fully  comprehend  the  sit- 
uation from  a  distance,  or  a  few  minutes'  \isit- 
ing. 

We  are  very  fortunate  to  have  a  family  to  su- 
pervise the  Home  like  the  McDaniels.  You  are 
not  compelled  to  get  a  plumber,  carpenter  or  elec- 
trician every  time  some  things  go  wi"ong.  Mr. 
McDaniel  is  very  handy,  and  fixes  things  without 
having  to  get  a  high  priced  mechanic.  But  there 
is  always  a  limit  to  what  any  one  or  two  i>er- 
sons  can  do.  They  are  very  fortunate  to  have 
such  good  and  willing  helpyers  as  ^Ir.  and  ^Irs. 
Snell  who  are  now  living  in  one  of  the  cottages 
recently  built. 

More  Brethren  should  visit  the  Home  and  see 
lirst  hand  what  we  liave  been  telling  you  about. 
It  will  do  you  good. 


A  Picture  Of 

The  Brethren's  Home 

At 

Flora,  Indiana 
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REV.  VERNON  D.  GRISSO.  Member  of  the  Board 


T  HAVE  BEEN  A  MEMBER  of  the  Brethren 
Home  Board  for  many  years.  1  never  have 
been  so  far  separated  from  our  Home  by  miles 
and  from  close  contact  as  in  the  past  year.  Per- 
haps you  have  felt  the  same  since  you  only  hear 
of  its  extensive  benelits  about  twice  in  a  year, 
once  at  Conf-erenoe  and  once  when  we  report  for 
aid  in  February. 

However,  miles  have  not  allowed  me  to  become 
a  bit  less  interested;  to  this,  1  hope  for  the  Gos- 
pel's sake,  you  can  say  the  same. 

Since  we  are  truly  Christian  in  our  praying, 
projecting  and  planning  we  are  broader  than  our 
home,  our  church  and  our  hometown  appeals. 

"For  the  body  does  not  consist  of  one 
member  but  of  many.  If  the  foot  should  say, 
because  I  am  not  the  hand,  I  do  not  belong 
to  the  body,  that  would  not  make  it  any  less 
a  part  of  the  body.  And  if  the  ear  should 
say,  because  I  am  not  an  eye  1  do  not  belong 
to  the  body,  that  would  not  make  it  any  less 
a  part  of  the  body.  If  the  whole  body  were 
an  eye,  where  would  bs  the  hearing?  If  the 
whole  body  were  an  ear,  where  would  be  the 
sense  of  smell?  But  as  it  is,  God  arranged 
the  organs  in  the  body,  each  one  of  them  as 
he  chose.  If  all  were  a  single  organ,  where 
would  the  body  be?  As  it  is  there  are  many 
parts,  yet  one  body."— I  Cor.  12:14-20. 

Although  that  should  suffice  our  appeal  let  me 
apply  it  further.  Can  we  say,  "We  support  the 
College — that  is  enough?  Can  we  say  Missions 
are  the  thing  and  forget  the  home  church?  Can 
we  say  the  youth  are  important  and  forget  the 
aged?  Can  we  say  we  have  children  to  feed  so  let 
our  parents  starve?" 

THE    BRETHREN'S    HOME    IS    A    GOOD 

HOME,  WORTHY  OF  OUR  INTEREST! 

THE  BRETHREN'S  HOME  IS  SUPPLYING 
A  NEED  IN  A  GREAT  WAY ! 

THE  BRETHREN'S  HOME  IS  FULL,  IT  IS 
OURS  ALONE  TO  HELP,  NURTURE,  LOVE 
AND  PROTECT! 

In  the  Brethren's  Home  we  receive,  protect 
and  nurture  our  aged  .servants.  There  we  harbor, 
care  for,  warm  and  give  caressing  care. 

Without  a  place  for  it  in  our  prayers,  our  gifts 
and  our  church — we   are   not   a   complete   body. 


Thus  and  so  it  is  here  and  an  integral  part  of  us. 
Let's  not  be  immature  and  unbalanced  in  our  ex- 
tension of  our  Christian  gifts  and  services  to 
keep  the  Brethren  ,a  whole  body  with  the  answei- 
to  a  Whole  Gospel. 

Read  the  reports  from  those  who  are  near  to 
the  heart  and  life  stream  of  this  worthy  project. 
Accept  their  appraisal  and  appeal  for  its  needs; 
breathe  with  them,  pray  with  them,  accept  into 
your  church  program  their  needs  and  make  them 
your  needs. 

This  year  we  have  completed  two  double  cot- 
tages and  are  building  more  for  couples  to  live 
in  together  because  there  was  no  room  for  them 
in  the  main  building.  Others  ane  waiting  to  get 
in.  Must  it  be  said  again  of  our  Brethren  that 
there  is  no  more  room  in  the  Inn?  This  is  our 
Home.  This  month  give  to  its  support,  its  expan- 
sion and  its  growing  needs.  Somewhere  the  good 
slogan  has  been  coined — it's  still  true,  "THE 
HEART  THAT  ANSWERS  ANOTHER'S 
PRAYERS  IS  NEVER  EMPTY  .  .  .  THE 
MORE  IT  GIVES.  THE  MORE  IT  GAINS  ..." 
We  can  only  gain  by  improving  our  earthly 
home  for  thos'8  who  cared  and  worked  to  give  us 
a  bettter  Brethren  Church  in  which  to  serve. 

Tucson,  Arizona. 


One  view  of  the  Cottages.  ■ 

Other  views  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 
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Through  The  Benevolent  Board 


REV.  E.  M.  RIDDLE.  Secretary  of  the  Board 


TT  IS  DIFFICULT  to  think  of  the  ministry  and 
service  of  our  Church  Home  without  recalling 
the  fact  that  since  early  days  much  reference  has 
been  made  to  the  benevolent  spirit  of  Jesus,  and 
His  mercy  and  benilicence  respected  both  the 
bodies  and  souls  of  men.  It  is  easily  discerned 
that  He  had  regard  for  all  classes  and  grades  of 
suffering  humanity. 

A  military  officer  seeks  His  aid;  and  He  re- 
stores the  oenturian's  servant.  A  ruler  applies  on 
behalf  of  his  daughter  and  He  raises  her  to  life. 
A  nobleman  pleads  in  behalf  of  his  son,  and  He 
replies,  "Go  thy  way,  thy  son  liveth."  These  were 
persons  of  distinction.  But,  behold,  a  poor  Syro- 
phenician  woman  seeks  His  merciful  help  for  her 
daughter;  and  having  tried  her  faith,  exclaims, 
"Be  it  unto  thee  ..."  Two  blind  beggars  moan 
their  piteous  cry,  "Jesus,  thou  son  of  David  ..." 
Jesus,  at  once  had  compassion  and  touched  their 
eye's,  and  immediately  they  received  their  sight. 
Jesus  sought  out  the  wretched  in  His  journeys 
and  scattered  His  blessings  upon  them;  the  mis- 
erable and  the  perishing,  even  the  poor  con- 
demned woman. 

There  are  many  avenues  of  services  through 
the  Church,  but  one  part  of  acceptable  religion 
consists  in  our  conduct  towards  our  fellowmen. 
Equity,  love,  and  mercy  are  iildispenaable  to  this 
part  of  practical  piety.  We  Christians  are  to  hon- 
or all  men;  to  do  good  to  all  men  and  finally  we 
are  to  show  mercy  to  all. 

A  real  source  of  joy  and  pleasure,  it  should  be; 
to  help  maintain  a  Church  Home  for  the  home- 
less, for  the  lonely  and  the  afflicted.  The  officials 
of  the  Home  are  confident  that  many  Brethren 
have  been  blessed  because  of  such  service.  The 
poor,  the  lonely  and  the  afflicted  will  always  be 
with  us,  while  the  earth  is  our  habitat.  The  apos- 
tle Paul  said  to  the  Galatian  people,  "We  should 
remember  the  poor."  Let  us  be  mindful,  that 
there  is  always  a  mutual  connection  and  depend- 
ence, one  group  upon  the  other,  the  rich  and  the 
poor. 


Personally,  I  look  upon  those  to  whom  we  min- 
ister as  ,a  Church,  those  in  the  Home  and  those 
of  the  superannuated  list,  as  pious  people.  They 
are  those  who  gladly  heard  the  Gospel  of  Salva- 
tion. They  are  those  who  have  godliness  and  con- 
tentment, which  is  great  gain.  They  are  heirs  of 
the  Kingdom.  We  should  remember  them  in  our 
prayers,  bear  them  up  in  our  arms  of  interces- 
sion, and  supplicate  God's  kindness  on  their  be- 
half. Thus,  it  shall  be  a  vital  source  cf  joy  to 
Brethren  people  to  assist  in  the  care  of  our  mu- 
tual friends  at  the  Home  and  maintenance  of 
the  institution.   The  Brethren's  Home. 

A  number  of  years  ago,  when  our  conference 
accepted  the  gifts  which  made  possible  a  Breth- 
ren's Home,  this  same  conference  accepted  a  re- 
sponsibility, which  year  after  year  is  an  obliga- 
tion of  the  Brethren  Church.  It  presents  to  us  a 
helpful  and  happy  avenue  for  service,  'unto  the 
least  of  these,  my  brethren.'  The  Church,  in 
part,  has  shared  and  profited  in  it.  We  dare  not 
ignore  the  call  to  help  support  this  institution 
which  is  doing  so  much  for  our  aged  and  worthy 
Brethren.  The  demands  have  been  heavy;  new 
cottages  have  been  built ;  more  equipment  has  be- 
come necessary;  and  more  help  naturally  would 
be  the  result,  with  a  higher  wag-e  scale  than  we 
have  ever  had  to  meet.  All  of  this  program 
makes  necessary  the  appeal  for  help  in  maintain- 
ing OUR  HOME  at  Flora,  Indiana. 

PEOPLE  OF  THE  BRETHREX  CHURCH! 
You  have  this  God-giiyen  privilege  to  serve  an  in- 
stitution ivhich  helps  to  do  what  Jesus  did  in  His 
time  on  earth.  The  Breth)'en's  Home  and  the 
Benevolent  Board  render  help  to  aged  ministers 
and  ividoivs,  to  the  homeless  and  lojiely  and  to 
others  in  need  who  are  among  our  ranks. 

Remember — in  your  prayers,  the  people  who 
live  at  our  Church  Home,  the  Superintendent 
and  his  wife,  the  members  of  the  Board,  and 
those  to  whom  we  minister  not  living  at  the 
Church  Home. 

Johnstown.  Pa. 
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The  Present  Need  -  \owx  ?axi  I 


As  MOST  Brethren  know,  through  re- 
ports which  came  from  General  Con- 
ference and  through  the  columns  of  THE 
BRETHREN  EVANGELIST,  the  Benevo- 
lent Board  of  the  Brethren  Church  is  faced 
\vith  a  real  problem  in  dealing  with  the 
Retired  Ministers'  Fund,  a  branch  of  the 
work  of  this  Board  ever  since  the  merging 
of  the  Brethren's  Home  Board  and  the  Su- 
peramiuated  Ministers'  Board  a  number 
of  years  ago. 

It  it  rather  an  old  story  which  is  famil- 
iar to  our  readers,  but  must  be  told  again 
in  order  that  there  be  no  misunderstand- 
ings concerning  the  work  of  the  .Board  in 
each  of  these  fields. 

We  begin  with  the  matter  of  the  Re- 
tired Ministers'  Fund  because  it  is  the 
problem  which  is  just  now  the  most  vex- 
ing to  the  Board,  since  the  matter  of  Min- 
isterial Pension  is  so  greatly  misunder- 
stood throughout  the  entire  denomination. 

Up  to  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  rul- 
ing by  General  Conference  governing  the 
pensions  of  ministers  in  the  conference 
two  years  ago,  the  problem  was  not  so 
great,  for  the  ministers  and  ministers' 
widows  were  granted  their  monthly  pay- 
ments on  the  basis  of  the  amount  which 
was  collected  through  the  offerings  taken 
over  the  brotherhood  during  the  month 
of  February  each  year,  which  offerings 
were  supplemented  by  certain  amounts 
transferred  from  the  General  Fund  of  the 


Board,  and  set  aside  at  the  yearly  Board 
meeting  at  the  time  of  General  Conference 
in  August.  Thus  we  have  been  able  to 
maintain  a  norm  of  giving  to  this  fund  and 
of  assuring  the  recipients  of  these  checks 
that  throughout  the  year  following  the 
General  Conference,  they  would  be  granted 
the  amount  specified,  which  has  been  dur- 
ing the  past  number  of  years,  $45.00  per 
month  for  the  ministers  and  $25.00  per 
month  for  the  widows.  Thus  far  this  has 
been  a  very  satisfactory  arrangement. 

But  by  the  iniling  of  the  General  Con- 
ference with  regard  to  the  pension  fund 
of  the  ministers,  in  which  a  plan  was  ac- 
cepted in  which  the  pastor  and  the  church 
participated — the  church  paying  a  per- 
centage of  the  cost  and  the  pastor  also  a 
percentage — the  whole  face  of  the  matter 
was  changed.  In  the  acceptance  of  this 
plan  by  the  General  Conference  a  new  and 
much  more  obligatory  phase  of  the  work 
of  the  Benevolent  Board  came  into  being. 
For  a  new  financial  burden  was  placed  on 
the  Board  because  of  the  enlarging  of  the 
scope  of  its  activities. 

Let  us  explain  this  situation  in  detail. 
We  ask  that  you  read  very  carefully  what 
follows: 

In  this  new  plan  of  Pension  Retirement 
there  are  certain  age  limits  which  come 
into  the  picture.  For  instance  there  is  an 
age  bracket  from  fifty  to  sixty  years  in 
which  the  one  who  falls  within  this  par- 
ticular age  group  cannot  take  out  the  full 
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p  SEEMS  THAT  the  responsibility  rests  upon 
the  Treasurer  of  the  various  Boards  to  speak 
about  the  financial  side  of  their  work  at  the  time 
of  their  special  appeal. 

This  will  not  be  a  sob  story  or  a  hard  luck  ap- 
peal. We  realize  that  while  we  have  an  emergen- 
cy at  Ashland  College  that  the  church  should 
give  the  Benevolenit  Board  at  least  as  much  this 
year  as  last  year.  This  will  sae  us  through  an- 
other year  unle.ss  .some  unseen  emergency  should 
arise. 

Just  now  our  chex;king  fund  is  low  due  to  the 
drain  on  it  for  the  -erection  of  the  cottages.  How- 
ever, so  far  we  have  not  had  to  draw  upon  our 
resources.   This,  however,  may  become  necessary 


The  Need  As  (3\ 


REV.  L V.KING,  1 

unless  the  response  to  this  offering  is  favorable, 
This,  we  would  like  to  avoid  for  the  following 
reasons. 

FIRST :  Most  of  the  money  in  our  resources  is 
to  be  invested,  and  only  the  interest  used.  This, 
some  folks  do  not  understand,  and  think  because 
we  have  around  $20,000.00  in  resources,  we  dc 
not  need  the  regular  offering.  But  part  of  this 
money  is  endowment,  part  of  it  is  annuity,  and 
part  of  it  is  from  life  members  who  are  still  liv- 
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It  At  This  Offering  Time 


F.  C.  Vanator 
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field  of  labor.  The  WordI  of  God  says  very 
distinctly  that  "The  laborer  is  worthy  of 
his  hire,"  and  because  the  minister  is  no 
longer  able  to  do  the  arduous  work  of  the 
ministry,  is  no  reason  why  his  labor  of  the 
past  should  go  unrewarded. 

Now  may  we  impress  on  you  the  fact 
that  the  February  Offerings  for  the  Re- 
tired Ministers'  Fund  must  still  be  taken 
for  many  years  to  come.  There  will  be  no 
such  a  thing  as  doing  away  with  them  in 
the  next  twenty  years  to  come,  and  it  may 
be  for  some  years  following  that.  For 
there  will  remain,  according  to  the  ruling 
of  Conference,  the  support  of  the  retired 
minister  regardless  of  what  the  church 
may  decide  to  dlo.  It  is  both  a  moral  and 
an  ethical  obligation  which  falls  upon  the 
church  at  large. 

So  when  you  give  to  the  Benevolent  Of- 
fering this  year,  just  remember  that  the 
need  is  greater  than  ever  before.  Even 
though  the  obligation  to  pay  to  the  ones 
between  the  ages  of  fifty  and  sixty  may 
not  come  for  some  time,  yet  there  needs 
be  a  reserve  fund  built  up  which  will  be 
on  hand  to  face  this  emergency.  SO,  GIVE 
MORE  LIBERALLY  THAN  EVER  BE- 
FORE TO  THE  RETIRED  MINISTERS' 
FUND. 


Now  to  the  Brethren's  Home  Fund.  Each 
year  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  Home  be- 
comes greater.  Each  succeeding  year  has 


found  the  costs  mounting  to  new  heights. 
While  your  Benevolent  Board  haa  been 
able  to  operate  in  the  "black"  for  the  past 
number  of  years,  there  may  come  a  time 
when  this  too  will  not  be  so  easy. 

May  we  throw  out  this  little  hint.  It  has 
not  been  the  offerings  of  the  church  at 
large  that  has  been  the  cause  of  the  most 
of  the  ability  to  keep  in  the  "black"  but  it 
is  because  of  the  number  of  personal  gifts 
and  the  number  of  wills  in  which  the 
Brethren's  Home  has  been  a  beneficiary 
that  has  kept  us  from  coming  to  the 
church  with  an  emergency  call.  This  may 
not  be  expected  to  continue  indefinitely. 

Now  may  we  put  it  in  a  few  short  sen- 
tences. We  have  the  Home.  We  have  the 
residents.  We  have  good  supervision.  We 
are  under  the  rules  of  the  State  of  Indiana 
and  must  obey  them.  We  have  some  money 
on  hand  but  not  enough  for  us  to  say  that 
we  need  no  help  in  this  work.  We  have  an 
obligation  to  take  care  of  the  residents 
of  the  home  which  is  both  legal  and  ethi- 
cal. In  order  to  do  this  the  Brethren 
Church  is  OBLIGATED  LEGALLY  to  con- 
tinue the  support  of  this  Home.  SO,  since 
this  offering  is  one  of  a  Dual  Nature,  it 
will  be  incumbant  on  each  of  you  to 
GIVE  to  the  limit  of  your  ability  in  order 
to  continue  to  do  the  work  you,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  church,  have  by  your  participa- 
tion in  the  w'ork  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence, placed  as  an  obligation  on  yourself. 


f 
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at  As  Last  Year 


surer  of  the  Board 

ing.  And  the  Board  thinks  it  good  policy  not  to 
spend  any  of  this  money  as  long  as  the  donor  is 
living.  It  will  be  plenty  of  time  and  may  come  in 
very  timely  after  the  death  of  the  donee. 

SECOND :  It  is  always  a  wise  policy  to  have  a 
nice  balance  in  case  that  any  emergency  should 
arise.  There  is  always  the  danger  of  fire.  In  such 
case  we  would  be  able  to  carry  on  until  the  emer- 
gency is  met.  We  must  remember  that  we  have 
obligated  ourselves  to  care  for  these  life  mem- 


bers regardless  of  conditions.  If  an  emergency 
should  arise  you  would  be  one  of  the  happiest 
persons  that  the  Board  was  able  to  meet  it  with- 
out too  much  difficulty. 

Then,  too,  all  the  resources  we  have  are  in  the 
Brethren's  Home  Fund.  None  of  this  can  be 
touched  or  used  for  the  Ministerial  Appropria- 
tions. And  that  fund  will  be  drained  within  a 
few  years,  IF,  we  have  applications  of  new  folks. 
This  can  happen  for  at  least  the  next  ten  years 
until  the  pension  plan  begins  to  work. 

It  is  always  much  more  difficult  to  make  an 
appeal  for  support  of  the  aged  and  needy  than 
for  the  spread  of  the  Gospel  in  Missionary  work. 
But  it  is  a  work  the  early  Church  did  not  neglect. 
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Paul  was  urged  by  some  in  the  Church  to  spend 
some  time  in  collecting  funds  for  the  needy. 
Hence  the  early  Church  thought  it  to  be  one  of 
the  Christian  obligations  resting  upon  them.  It  is 
one  way  we  have  of  fullilling  the  statement, 
"When  we  saw  thee  needy."  It  is  true  that  the 
government  makes  some  provision  for  such  peo- 
ple. But  it  is  also  true  that  county  homes  are  not 
as  inviting  as  Church  homes.  And  we  want  to 
give  our  aged  needy  just  the  best  care  possible  in 
their  old  age. 

So,  let's  continue  to  support  our  Brethi-en's 
Home  at  flora,  and  give  in  order  that  retired 
Ministers,  and  widows  of  ministers,  may  have 
assurance  of  help  from  tiie  denomination.  I  am 
sure  the  Lord  will  richly  bless  us  for  such  care 
as  He  did  the  early  Church  that  gave  so  richly, 
and  freely. 


IteiiiR  of  General  Interest 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 

ing  for  youth,  continuing  with  their  participation  in  the 
evening  church  senice.  A  religious  fihn  was  shown.  The 
Br>'an  young  people  were  hosts  to  the  E.  U.  B.  young 
people  at  a  singspiration,  following  their  own  service. 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA,  Two  young  men,  heads  of  fami- 
lies, were  received  into  membership  of  the  Goshen 
Church  on  January  20th. 

The  recent  Cash  Day  resulted  in  an  offering  of 
$1,085.50. 

Boy  Scout  Troop  45  of  Goshen  and  its  leaders,  were 
guests  of  our  Church  on  January  25th. 

Rev.  Charles  R.  Munson,  National  .Brethren  Youth  Di- 
rector, was  guest  speaker  in  the  Goshen  Church  on  Janu- 
ary 18  th. 

OAKVILLE,  INDIANA.  Improvements  to  the  church 
building  are  reported  by  Rev.  Bright  Hanna,  Pastor.  As 
of  this  writing,  window  sash  is  being  replaced  and  a  wa- 
ter heater  has  been  installed  in  the  kitchen. 

Edwin  Messerschmidt,  Dean  of  Great  Commission 
Schools,  of  Anderson  was  a  recent  guest  speaker,  showing 
pictures  which  he  took  while  overseas  last  summei'. 

-A.  full  li«ting  of  committees  and  plans  for  the  current 
year  has  been  put  in  the  hands  of  the  membership  by 
means  of  a  mimeographed  report  by  Brother  Hanna. 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  A  special  program  of  organ 
and  piano  music  was  presented  Sunday  evening,  January 
25th,  by  Mrs.  Fern  Gilbert  and  Mrs.  Ruth  Bushong. 

The  Northern  Indiana  I5iethren  Youth  Meeting  was 
scheduled  to  be  held  here  on  January  29th,  featuring  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Norman  Smith,  Song  Evangelists  and  chalk  ar- 
tists. 

NAPPANEE,  INDIANA.  Guest  speaker  on  Sunday  eve- 
ning, January  2.5th,  was  Dr.  Clifford  Lewis,  who  was  in 
Nappanee,  to  conduct  a  Missionary  Conference. 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.     Brother  H.  H.  Rowsey 


writes,  "Our  Young  People  plan  and  produce  the  Wor- 
ship Program  every  Sunday  evening." 

Another  Family  Fellowship  Night  was  observed  on  Jan- 
uary 2()th. 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  The  Waterloo  Choirs  have  listed 
some  special  concerts,  and  are  sponsoring  special  pro- 
grams as  follows:  February  15th,  concert  of  hymns; 
March  15th,  Waterloo  Mother's  Chorus  Concert;  March 
2;)th,  Palm  Sunday  Evening  Concert;  Api'il  19th,  Junior 
Choir  Concert. 

The  Father  and  Son  banquet  was  scheduled  to  be  held 
January  31st. 

UDELL,  IOWA.  A  Family  Night,  in  the  form  of  an 
oyster  supper  and  a  religious  movie  was  observed  on  Jan- 
uary 14th.  The  film,  "Like  A  Mighty  Army"  was  shown. 
Brother  Francis  Berkshire  writes  that  "The  Laymen  are 
going  to  give  the  women  a  rest  after  the  supper;  they 
will  care  for  the  dishes." 

Brother  .Berkshire  has  posted  an  "Activity  Schedule" 
on  the  Church  Bulletin  Board,  showing  events  for  Feb- 
ruary. (This  is  a  good  idea;  it  shows  the  people  what  is 
going  on,  and  that  there  is  something  going  on.) 

SPECIAL.  We  are  informed  that  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Brewer's  wedding  anniversary  on  January  28th,  was  their 
60th  instead  of  their  50th,  as  reported  in  The  Evangelist 
two  weeks  ago.  Mrs.  Elmer  Kuns,  a  daughter,  in  writing 
to  us  about  this  error,  tells  us  that  her  father  is  quite 
ill;  also  that  her  parents  were  one  of  the  first  couples  to 
occupy  one  of  the  new  cottages  at  the  Brethren's  Home. 
She  says  that  her  parents  were  very  comfortable  and 
happy  there.  She  further  adds  that  as  of  now,  her  father 
is  in  the  hospital  room  in  the  Home.  (We„  of  the  Broth- 
erhood, will  certainly  want  to  continue  upholding  this 
couple  at  the  throne  of  grace.) 

SPECIAL.  A  box  of  rags  was  received  recently  from 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Homer  Teeter,  of  the  Third  Brethren 
Chui'ch,  Johnstown,  Pa.,  through  the  courtesy  of  John 
Golby,  who  delivered  them  to  the  Publishing  House.  This 
particular  shipment  also  contained  quite  a  bit  of  a  high 
quality  home  made  soap.  Report  from  the  men  in  our 
press  room  is  to  the  effect  that  this  particular  soap  is 
excellent  in  removing  ink  and  grime  from  the  hands.  For 
the  rags  and  the  soap,  the  Publishing  Company  wishes 
to  say  "Thanks." 


WITH  THE  LAYMEN 


NOTICE 

SOUTHERN   INDIANA    DISTRICT   LAYMEN 

The  Laymen  of  the  First  Brethren  Church  of 
Roann,  Indiana,  will  be  hosts  to  the  Laymen  of 
the  Southern  Indiana  District  on  Monday  eve- 
ning, February  16th.  This  meeting  will  be  held 
at  the  Roann  High  School  building,  located  at  the 
east  edge  of  town. 

Supper  served  from  6:00  to  7:30,  and  program 
following.         Guy  V.  Purdy,  District  Secretary. 
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Missionary     Department 


JANET  KING  WRITES  FROM 

JOS.  NIGERIA 

Part  Two 

(Additional  details  froon  Janet  King's  letter  to  the  Mis- 
sion Board  office,  received  January  12). 

Jos  is  on  top  of  a  4,000  foot  plateau;  it  didn't  look  so 
big  from  the  air,  and  I  haven't  been  able  to  find  out  just 
how^  big  it  really  is.  It  was  a  good  feeling  to  land  at  Jos 
after  traveling  almost  7,000  miles  in  less  than  three  dayn, 
but  I  hadn't  felt  sick  once  and  w^asn't  even   tired. 

Not  finding  anyone  at  the  station  to  meet  me  when 
we  landed,  I  called  up  the  school.  Mrs.  Cover  was  sur- 
prised to  hear  that  I  had  arrived;  she  said  that  although 
every  one  but  her  was  gone  someone  would  call  for  me 
soon.  Before  long  Mr.  Wine,  Mr.  Stover  Kulp  and  Wilma 
Schrag  drove  up,  embarrassed  that  they  hadn't  met  me. 
I  guess  it  was  partly  my  fault  though:  I  hadn't  wi'itten 
or  cabled  just  when  I  would  land. 

They  had  been  working  so  hard  around  the  place  and 
weren't  at  all  prepared  for  company  yet,  but  they  just 
dropped  everything  for  a  few  hours  and  visited  with  me 
and  showed  me  around  the  grounds  and  building. 

Mr.  Kulp  and  Sara  Sisler  started  back  for  Garkida  yes- 
terday afternoon;  they  took  along  the  camera,  pictures, 
etc.  for  Bea  and  Bob.  They  will  keep  them  at  Garkida  un- 
til someone  goes  to  Lassa.  They  won't  trust  those  things 
to  the  mail  truck.  It's  about  350  miles  to  Garkida  and 
maybe  120  on  to  Lassa;  so  it's  not  quite  500  miles.  But  I 
guess  it's  a  long,  hard,  dirty  trip  and  one  that  you  don't 
make  any  more  than  is  absolutely  necessary.  They  are  so 
short  of  good  vehicles  now^ — some  are  always  broken 
down.  All  we  have  here  now  is  the  Ford  and  it  doesn't 
always  work.  They  really  need  another  car  when  the 
school  is  in  progress. 

I  finished  unpacking  my  things  (there  wasn't  much — 
just  what  I  brought  on  the  plane);  then  we  did  some 
work  on  the  car — put  water  and  oil  in  it  and  fastened  it 
to  the  generator  (or  something)  to  charge  the  battery — 
it's  really  quite  a  wreck.  I'll  learn  to  drive  it  as  soon  as 
I  get  my  license.  Also  plan  to  get  a  bike — they  are  really 
practical  here  in  this  country.  There'll  be  times  when  the 
car  will  just  be  in  use  or  broken  down,  and  a  bike  will 
come  in  handy — good  exercise  too. 

Services  at  Jos 

At  11  o'clock  we  walked  to  the  little  chapel  up  on 
the  hill  where  the  Church  of  England  has  services  for 
F^nglish-speaking  people;  there  weren't  many  there,  but 
it  was  a  nice  service.  After  dinner  and  a  siesta  we  re- 
turaed  to  our  Compound  for  a  3:00  o'clock  worship  ser- 
vice for  the  African  people  here  in  Jos  who  speak  the 
Bura  language.  There  were  about  40  of  us — all  African 
but  four — all  sitting  out  in  the  compound  on  wooden 
benches  under  some  wide-spreading  mango  trees.  Our 
cook,  Audu,  who  was    brought    up    in    Garkida    Mission 


School,  preached  and  our  laundry  boy  at  the  hchool  lfc<i 
the  singing.  Nojie  of  the  folks  heie  at  Jos  know  Bura 
very  well,  but  it  isn't  haid  to  sing  the  songs  because  the 
tunes  are  the  same  and  the  words  all  pronounced  phonet- 
ically. 

I  bought  a  song  book  and  a  Bible  in  .Bura  to  u.se  each 
Sunday.  I  sang  jight  along,  but  didn't  know  a  thing  I 
was  singing.  Seems  funny  in  a  way,  and  yet  not  too 
strange  eiither.  The  song  leader  sang  a  song  that  he  made 
up  (like  a  chant)  and  all  the  rest  repeated  each  phrase 
after  him.  I  met  most  of  them  individually.  There  were 
all  kinds — some  barefoot  and  practically  in  rags  and  some 
clean  and  well  dressed.  One  fellow  from  Garkida  who 
now  has  a  job  as  a  policeman  here  in  Jos  had  on  a  dress 
white  suit  complete  with  yellow  socks,  tie  and  hat — quite 
snappy.  I  enjoyed  the  sei-vice  very  much. 

In  the  evening  at  7  o'clock  we  went  to  the  Sudan  In- 
terior Church  which  we  can  see  from  our  house — just 
pi"actically  next  door.  It  is  a.  lovely  little  plain  white 
church  with  a  pretty  steeple.  There  was  a  good  crowd  and 
wonderfully  singing.  I'm  going  to  love  those  .^^ervices.  Af- 
ter that  I  went  to  the  sing  that  they  had  down  on  the 
porch  of  the  guest  house  and  dining  room.  First  we  had 
tea  and  cakes  and  then  sang  hymns  and  had  devotions — 
there  were  about  40  there.  I  met  Mr.  and  Mrs.  MacMil- 
lin  from  Elkhart;  they  work  in  the  Hospital  Dispensary. 

On  Monday  we  came  out  to  Hillcrest  and  spent  the 
day.  Wilma  has  two  boys  cleaning  up  her  class  room; 
Mr.  Wine  is  directing  the  cleaning  of  the  grounds;  Mi-s. 
Wine  is  painting  the  bathrooms  and  ]\Irs.  Cover  is  clean- 
ing the  girls'  dorm  or  rooms.  I  have  the  white-collar  job, 
doing  typing,  sending  letters  to  parents,  etc. 

We  just  finished  another  delicious  dinner — beef,  pota- 
toes, green  beans,  salad,  and  peaches.  Audu  is  really  a 
fine  cook. 

It's  all  very  lovely  and  I  feel  rigiit  at  home  here. 
There  are  African  people  everj^'where — carrying  things 
on  their  heads,  cooking  right  out  along  the  road,  etc.  but 
it  doesn't  seem  nearly  as  strange  as  I  thought  it  would. 
Each  night  we  can  hear  some  beating  of  drums  for  a 
dance  somewhere  near  by.  Just  two  dooi*s  down  there  are 
some  neat  little  round  mud  huts  ^^ith  grass  roofs. 

My  other  letters  won't  be  so  long — I  promise.  I  know 
I'm  going  to  love  my  work  here.  They  are  short-staffed 
at  Hillcrest  as  they  are  in  all  the  stations;  so  there  will 
be  much  to  do  besides  teaching  school.  Tliere  won't  be  a 
moment  to  get  homesick.  I  certainly  will  appreciate  your 
prayers.  I  haven't  received  any  mail  yet,  of  course,  but 
I  am  surely  looking  forward  to  some. 

Lots  of  love  to  all, 

Janet. 


MISSIONARIES'  BIRTHDAYS: 

Missionary  Veda  Liskey — February  26. 
Missionary  Candidate  Esther  Zeche — Febmary  25. 
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Topic  for  February  15,  1953 

SHARING  OF  SERVICE 

John  6:1-14 

WHATEVER  WE  HAVE  IS  THE  GIFT  OF  GOD: 
money,  talents,  time,  influence.  Whatsoever  good 
things  God  has  given  us,  we  must  give  them  also  to 
others.  Nothing  is  given  exclusively  for  self. 

1.  WHAT  ARE  YOUR  TALENTS  FOR  SERVICE? 
Most  of  us  have  only  one  talent,  but  he  who  has  one  tal- 
ent sometimes  makes  ten  of  it.  We  have  only  barley 
loaves  and  fishes  in  our  text,  which  indeed  in  themselves 
are  useless,  but  when  given  to  Christ  He  can  make  them 
enough  to  feed  five  thousand.  IF  YOU  BRING  NO  GIFT, 
HOW  CAN  GOD  USE  IT?  (At  this  point  discuss  various 
gifts  that  each  one  of  you  might  have  that  could  be  used 
in  sen-ice  for  JESUS.)  The  lad  must  bring  his  barley 
loaves  and  fishes  to  Christ  before  the  five  thousand  can 
be  fed.  Have  you  ever  attempted  to  do  as  he  did?  Have 
you,  even  in  the  smallest  measure,  or  with  the  least  ear- 
nest desire,  tried  to  follow  John  Wesley's  golden  advice: 
"Do  all  the  good  you  can,  by  all  the  means  you  can,  in 
all  the  ways  you  can,  to  all  the  persons  you  can,  in  all 
the  places  you  can,  as  long  as  ever  you  can?" 

2.  A  YOUNG  GIRL'S  CALL  TO  SERVE!  "All  my 
fondest  ambitions  were  bound  up  in  doing  something  for 
the  poor.  What  happy  visions  were  mine  as  I  arranged 
the  doll's  wardrobe  or  trundled  my  hoop — visions  in 
which  I  saw  myself  surrounded  by  hungry  people  I  was 
feeding  with  hot  soup,  ragged  people  I  was  dressing  in 
warm  jackets,  very  sad  people  I  was  comforting,  and — 
for  my  mother's  training  about  goodness  making  glad- 
ness had  its  effect  at  a  very  early  age — very  bad  people 
I  was  helping  to  make  good  through  Jesus  and  His  Sal- 
vation. They  were  wonderful  day-dreams,  and  the  most 
wonderful  feature  about  them  was  that  they  became 
dearer,  and  more  real,  as  the  years  flew  by,  until  they 
ceased  to  be  day-dreams  at  all,  and  I  awoke  to  find  them 
all,  one  by  one,  come  true.  I  have  always  found  plenty 
of  poverty,  grief,  want,  and  alas!  plenty  of  sin,  among 
which  to  minister,  and  I  have  kept  on  serving  the  people 
for  the  love  of  doing  it.  There  cannot  be  a  greater  joy 
than  that  which  springs  up  to  brighten  the  pathway  of 
one  who  seeks  to  bless  and  to  .save.  Do  you  want  to  know 
how  to  build  castles  in  Spain  which  shall  not  tumble 
down?  Then  build  them  for  others!" — Commander  Evan- 
geline Booth. 

3.  JESUS  STILL  NEEDS  YOUNG  PEOPLE  FOR  HIS 
SERVICE.  Jesus  surrounded  Himself  with  young  men. 
All  had  the  strength  and  enthusiasm  of  youth,  and  the 
one  who  was  perhaps  the  youngest  of  them  all  was  the 
one  whom  Jesus  loved  best.  And  what  a  responsibility 
was  theirs — to  discover  in  their  Master  the  world's  Mes- 
siah, and  to  make  Him  known  to  the  world!  Youth  is  one 


time  when  William  Carey's  counsel  can  be  fulfilled:  Ex- 
pect great  things  from  God;  attempt  great  things  for 
God.  The  Brethren  young  people  are  doing  just  that.  Are 
you  being  counted  with  them  ? 

4.  PERSONAL  SERVICE!  An  earnest  Christian  was 
praying  very  hard,  "O  God,  bless  my  neighbor  Jones. 
Touch  him  with  the  finger  of  thy  love  and  save  him." 
Then  the  Lord  seemed  to  ask  him,  "How  long  have  you 
lived  by  the  side  of  neighbor  Jones?"  He  thought  a  min- 
ute and  then  said,  "Twenty  years."  Then  the  Lord  seemed 
to  ask  him,  "How  many  times  in  those  twenty  years  have 
you  spoken  to  him  about  me?"  And  he  said,  "Not  once." 
Then  the  Lord  said  in  thunder  tones,  "Be  thou  the  finger 
of  God  and  go  and  touch  neighbor  Jones  for  me."  The 
two  things  that  must  go  together  to  bring  soul-saving 
success  are:  talking  to  God  about  the  lost,  and  talking  to 
the  lost  about  (Jod.  If  either  one  of  these  is  left  out  we 
cannot  expect  results.  In  order  to  talk  to  the  lost  about 
God,  we  must  find  where  they  are,  go  where  they  are, 
and  give  them  the  Good  News  of  Salvation  where  they- 
are;  this  means  hard  work.  But  it  is  the  call  of  service 
to  you  Brethren  young  people,  and  it  is  a  work  that 
counts  tremendously. 

5.  MAKING  YOUR  SERVICE  COUNT,  NOW!  How. 
may  you  young  people  play  the  part  of  the  lad  who 
helped  Jesus  feed  the  five  thousand?  How  may  you  con- 
tribute your  barley  loaves  to  feed  CHRIST'S  people? 
Why,  you  do  that  when  you  put  your  offering  into  the 
missionary  collection.  It  is  not  much,  you  may  say,  but 
it  is  as  much  perhaps  as  the  boy's  barley  bread.  The 
money  that  you  give,  no  matter  how  small  in  amount, 
can  be  blessed  and  multiplied  by  CHRIST.  But  there  is 
also  a  more  excellent  way — better  than  giving  money;  it 
is  to  give  YOURSELVES.  Why  shouldn't  some  of  you 
young  people  become  missionaries  or  clergymen;  why 
shouldn't  you  go  forth  to  give  the  Word  of  Life  to  some 
of  Christ's  companies,  perhaps  actually  sitting  on  the 
ground  to  hear  YOU  in  Africa  or  South  America. 

6.  WILL  YOU  ANSWER  THE  CALL  OF  SERVICE? 
Expect  a  Call  for  service  at  any  time.  Moses,  you  remem- 
ber, stumbled  on  the  burning  bush.  Samuel  went  to  sleep 
and  was  awakened  in  the  night  by  a  voice  calling  him. 
Paul  was  thrilled  by  that  voice  on  the  dusty  highway. 
Perhaps  YOU  can  expect  a  call  for  service  to  come  to 
you  at  Church  or  Sunday  School,  but  it  may  be  in  the 
hour  of  work  or  play  that  the  voice  calls  you  and  you 
think  of  some  sei-vice  which  you  can  do  for  Christ.  To  be 
a  laborer  in  God's  harvest  it  is  not  always  necessary  for 
you  to  go  across  the  seas  as  our  foreign  missionaries  do, 
nor  yet  to  proclaim  the  Christian  message  in  your  own 
town  as  a  minister;  by  living  as  a  true  follower  of  the 
Christ  you  can  be  a  faithful  servant  in  any  walk  of  life 
for  Him.  Remember,  when  we  give  freely  what  God  gives 
us,  when  we  as  individuals  distribute  to  others  the  bless- 
ings God  bestows,  we  shall  find  that  more  is  left  than  we 
received  at  first.  You  can  gain  spiritual  life  by  giving  it 
to  others. 

"God  gives  us  spiritual  food  that  we  may  share 
This  gift  with  others. 
May  we  not  let  another  lack, 
But  give — to  others!" 
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Prayer  Ylfleetiny 
Studies 


MY  ADVOCATE 

I  sinned.  And  straightway,  post-haste,  Satan  flew 

Before  the  presence  of  the  Most  High  God. 

And  made  a  railing  accusation  there. 

He  said,  "This  soul,  this  thing  of  clay  and  sod. 

Has  sinned.  'Tis  true  that  he  has  named  Thy  name. 

But  I  demand  his  death,  for  Thou  hast  said, 

'The  soul  that  sinneth,  it  shall  die.'  Shall  not 

Thy  sentence  be  fulfilled?   Is  justice  dead? 

Send  now  this  wretched  sinner  to  his  doom. 

What  other  thing  can  lighteous  ruler  do?" 

And  thus  he  did  accuse  me  day  and  night, 

And  every  word  he  spoke,  O  God,  was  true! 

Then  quickly  One  rose  up  from  God's  right  hand, 

.Before  Whose  glory  angels  veiled  their  eyes. 

He  spoke,  "Each  jot  and  tittle  of  the  law 

Must  be  fulfilled:  the  guilty  sinner  dies! 

But  wait.  Suppose  his  guilt  were  all  transferred 

To  MiE  and  that  I  paid  his  penalty! 

Behold  My  hands,  My  side,  My  feet!  One  day 

I  was  made  sin  for  him,  and  died  that  he 

Might  be  presented  faultless,  at  Thy  throne! 

And  Satan  flew  away.  Full  well  he  knew 

That  he  could  not  prevail  against  such  love, 

For  every  word  my  dear  Lord  spoke  was  true! 

— Martha  Snell  Nicholson. 

WE  SHOULD  NEVER  FORGET  what  Christ  has 
done  for  us  in  the  past,  which  was  so  wonderful 
that  prophets  and  angels  desired  to  look  into  it  (1  Peter 
1:9-11).  He  suffered  for  our  sins;  He  who  knew  no  sin 
was  willing  to  be  made  sin  for  us  (1  Peter  3:18;  2  Cor. 
5:21).  But  let  us  also  not  forget  where  Jesus  is  now 
(Acts  1:9;  Luke  24:51),  and  what  He  is  doing  for  us 
now  (Heb.  9:24;  1  John  2:1,  2).  He  is  at  God's  right  hand 
(Heb.  10:12),  interceding  for  us  (Heb.  7:25).  He  is  pre- 
paring a  place  for  us  (John  14:2)  in  order  that  we  may 
go  to  be  with  Him  (Phil.  1:23). 

He  said  that  while  He  was  here  in  the  flesh  that  He 
would  make  confession  of  the  faithful  before  the  Father 
(Matt.  10:32),  He  is  now  continuing  His  high  priestly 
prayer  of  John  17  and  confessing  before  the  Father 
those  who  love  Him  (John  17:9,  10).  As  our  Advocate  He 
pleads  our  case  before  the  Father  (1  John  2:1,  2).  He  is 
the  only  Attorney  Who  can  win  the  case  of  the  sin-sick 
and  troubled  souls  (Heb.  4:16),  because  His  blood  avails 
for  the  believing  (Rev.  12:10,  11).  Our  eternal  salvation 
depends  upon  His  present  life  (Rom.  5:10),  and  His  pres- 
ent intercession  (Heb.  7:25). 

Why  does  He  continue  to  pray  for  us  ?  First,  because 
we  sin  (1  John  2:1,  2).  On  earth  He  prayed  for  Peter 
before  he  sinned  that  his  faith  would  not  cease  (Luke  22: 
31,  32.  He  is  "this  same  Jesus"  today  (Heb.  13:8;  Acts 
1:11).  Second,  when  we  are  accused,  Christ  alone  can  free 
us  from  condemnation  (Rom.  8:1,  33,  34).  Our  arch  en- 
emy, Satan,  is  "the  accused  of  the  brethren"  and  accuses 


them  "day  and  night,"  and  has  many  followerg  (Rev.  12: 
10).  Thirdly,  Jesus  ever  prays  for  our  sanctification  (Heb. 
7:25),  and  the  glorious  consummation  of  our  redfcmption 
(1  John  3:2). 

We  have  seen  what  Christ  as  our  Advooat'i  i«  now  do- 
ing for  us  in  Heaven.  What  is  God  doing  now  upon  thi« 
earth?  He  is  preserving  the  Jew  for  his  national  conver- 
sion and  world  evangelism  in  the  Millennium  (Jer  23:3- 
8;  Zech.  12:10;  Hab.  2:14;.  He  is  saving  all  who  believe 
on  Him  for  salvation,  both  Gentiles  and  Jews  (Acts  15: 
14-18).  God  is  taking  care  of  His  outi  (Heb.  13:5,  6j. 
The  main  thing  that  God  is  doing  is  getting  a  Bride  for 
Christ  (Rev.  22:17),  which  Christ  is  cleansing  by  His  in- 
termediary work  (PJph.  5:20,  27). 


Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vanator 

Lesson  for  February  15,  1953 
GAINING  OR  LOSING  THE  KINGDOM 
Lesson:  Matthew  21:33-44 

THERE  IS  ANOTHER  TITLE  which  is  given  this  les- 
son which  we  like  better  than  the  one  above.  It  is, 
"The  Consequences  of  Rejecting  Christ."  The  entire  text 
of  our  lesson  extends  from  Matthew  21:1  to  22:14  and 
the  few  verses  printed  as  the  text  for  today's  lesson  do 
not  give  us  all  the  background  we  need  in  this  consecu- 
tive study  that  we  are  making.  WTien  we  read  the  larger 
text  we  find  that  it  begins  with  the  arrival  of  Jesus  at 
Jerusalem  on  the  Sunday  of  His  last  week  on  earth,  and 
for  our  purpose  covers  the  time  up  to  a  part  of  the  ac- 
tivities on  Tuesday  follo^^ing. 

Now  since  not  much  time  remains  for  Jesus  on  earth 
with  His  disciples,  He  is  very  intensive  in  His  teachings 
and  in  our  pai-ticular  printed  text  we  will  find  Him  gi^"ing 
His  followers  a  warning  as  He  delivers  to  them  the  par- 
able of  the  householder.  In  this  parable  the  e\ident 
teaching  is  that  the  basis  of  kingdom  entrance  is  to  be 
found  in  the  way  the  Son  of  God  (the  son  of  the  house- 
holder in  the  parable)  is  either  accepted  or  rejected. 

Remember  that  Jesus  gave  this  parable  after  He  had 
made  His  entry  into  Jerusalem  amid  the  plaudits  of  the 
multitude  and  the  cries  of  "Blessed  is  He  that  cometh  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord,"  of  those  who  lined  the  way  which 
He  traveled.  Also  remember  how  Jesus  had  sat  on  an  ele- 
vation which  overlooked  Jerusalem  and  had  uttered  those 
sorro\A'ful  words,  "O  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem,  thou  that  kill- 
est  the  prophets  and  stoned  them  which  are  sent  unto 
thee;  how  often  would  I  have  gathered  thy  children  to- 
gether, even  as  a  hen  gathereth  her  chickens  under  her 
wings,  and  ye  would  not.  Behold,  your  house  is  left  unto 
you  desolate"  iMatthew  23:37.  Jesus  knew  that  these  same 
people  who  would  cry  praises  to  Him  as  He  rode  into 
Jerusalem,  thinking  that  He  was  now  i-eadr  to  declare 
His  Kingship  of  Israel,  would  "reject"  Him  when  He.  as 

(Continued  on  page  15 "> 
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INTERESTING  REPORTS    : i 

'P'U^m     7*^    SufrcUtttencCcftt  CHARLES  W.  McDANIEL 

ACHIEVEMENT 


TN   rillXKlNG  OVER  the  ups  and  downs  of  tlie 
past  yeiu-  here  at  the  Home,  I  believe  we  have, 
at  least,  a  small  balance  of  achievement  for  ths 
year  past 

Within  this  time  we  have  received  deserving- 
members  into  the  Home  until  we  have  reached 
our  pi-esent  capacity.  In  fact,  I  sometimes  think 
we  have  almost  exceeded  it.  At  the  presenit  time 
we  have  about  35  people  living  here,  including 
help.  We  have  almost  tripled  in  number  in  the 
past  three  years,  and  are  continually  receiving 
applications  for  admittance. 

We  are  admitting  as  many  as  our  limited 
building  program  will  permit,  but  the  demand  is 
beginning  to  far  exceed  the  accommodations  we 
have  to  offer.  I  believe  this  denxand  will  continue 
to  increase.  One  of  the  big  problems  of  the  future 
\nll  be  to  dther  meet  this  demand,  or  turn  away 
many  whom  we  would  like  to  help  but  can't,  due 
to  our  limited  facilities. 

Much  has  been  accomplished  in  the  past  year, 
however  in  the  right  direction.  Slightly  more 
than  a  year  ago  the  Benevolent  Board  decided  to 
act  on  a  project  that  had  been  on  the  agenda  of 
"Future  Plans"  for  a  number  of  years.  Due  to  a 
combination  of  circumstances  they  had  to  be 
postponed  until  the  latter  part  of  1951.  It  was 
then  we  began  the  construction  of  a  number  of 
duplex  cottages.  I  wish  to  state  here  that  in  my 
opinion  these  cottages  more  than  fill  every  need 
for  which  they  were  intended.  They  are  very 
well  designed,  and  are  ^^^ry  functional.  For  this 
we  owe  a  vote  of  thanks  and  gratitude  to  the  ar- 


chitect, Brother  Ray  Yount  of  Dayton.  I  wish  to 
also  acknowledge  the  fine  co-operation  of  Broth- 
er Ezra  Frantz  of  North  Manchester  who  not 
only  furnished  the  materials  at  substantial  sav- 
ings to  us  but  also  donated  certain  items  of  ma- 
terial as  well  as  cash  donations. 

1  am  pleased  to  report  that  two  of  the  units 
have  been  completed  and  are  occupied.  The  third 
should  be  completed  some  time  this  spring  or 
summer. 

The  entire  program  at  the  Home  sums  up  to 
something  like  this — With  our  increased  mem- 
bership, the  cost  of  our  building  program,  and 
increased  costs  of  maintenance;  the  good  that  ive 
are  able  to  do  here  will  be  somewhat  regulated 
by  your  generosity  in  contributing  to  the  Benev- 
olent Fund.  After  all  if  you  will  jkurdon  the 
phrase — '^Your  contribution  is  Our  Bread  and 
Butter."  In  the  use  of  the  possessive  pronoun 
"Our,"  I  um  rtef erring  to  all  who  benefit  by  your 
thought  fulness  and  your  prayers. 

Speaking  of  Bread  and  Butter,  I  wish  to  add 
my  thanks  to  that  of  Mrs.  McDaniel  and  all  of 
those  here  at  the  Home  for  the  tremendous  re- 
sponse to  the  "Food  for  the  Faithful"  project, 
and  to  those  Mho  conceived  and  launched  it.  It 
certainly  has  helped  us  immens'ely  because  food 
is  an  item  we  use  considerable  of.  We  prepare 
at  last  100  meals  per  day  365  days  of  the  year. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  invite  each  and  every 
one  of  you  to  pay  us  a  visit,  and  acquaint  your-y 
self  with  Your  Home.  " 


^'uMt    y^e   Tftatn^ti  MRS.  Charles  w.  McDaniel 

THANK  YOU 


( 


AGAIN  WE,  AT  THE  Brethren's  Home,  want 
to  say  a  great  Big  "Thank  You"  to  the  en- 
tire Brethren  Church  for  the  wonderful  way  you 
I'emembered  us  at  the  Christmas  Season.  Cards 
and  packages,  arrived  in  such  abundance,  that 
the  mail  ma.n  had  to  make  special  tiips.  We  had 
a  very  happy  season  (thanks  to  all  you  good  peo- 
ple).    Again  the  Burlin^on  ladies  furnished  our 


Christmas  turkey,  and  many  of  the  other 
churches  sent  cookies,  candy,  and  other  dainties. 
We  spread  one  Big  table,  in  the  shape  of  an  "L," 
and  all  sat  down  to  a  fine  Christmas  dinnei'. 
(After  thanking  our  Heavenly  Father  for  His 
Wonderful  Blessings.) 

After  dinner  we    gathened    around    the    tree. 
Gifts  were  passed  out  which  was  so  much  fun  foi' 
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old  and  young  alike.  Then  Santa  really  came  in 
person  ...  I  have  never  before  heard  some  laugh 
so  heartily  . 

We  have  had  much  sickne-ss  at  the  Home.  We 
have  carried  three  or  four  trays  nearly  every 
meal  for  a  number  of  weeks.  At  the  present  time, 
Rev.  Brower  is  very  seriously  ill.  Many  of  our 
folks  are  past  85  years  of  age,  so  we  can  e-xpect 
this.  It  became  necessary  to  move  Brother  Brow- 
er into  the  big  building  so  that  we  could  care  for 
him  more  easily.  One  of  our  ladies  moved  to  the 
cottage  to  live  with  Mrs.  Brower. 

Two  of  the  cottages  are  now  nearly  completed. 
They  are  lovely  homes  for  those  who  live*  in 
them.  All  come  to  the  big  building  for  their 
meals.  We  are  looking  forward  to  beginning 
work  on  the  third  as  soon  as  the  weather  per- 
mits. 

We  do  not  want  to  forget  to  mention  the  won- 
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derful  way  the  churches  sent  in  the  fcHjd  in  re- 
sponse to  the  "Food  for  the  Faithful."  It  means 
so  much  to  us  and  we  know  each  one  will  be 
blessed  who  had  a  part  in  this.  We  want  to  say  a 
Big  "Thank  You." 

Many  of  the  Classes  and  Woman's  Missionary 
societies  are  sending  sheets,  curtains,  pillow 
cases,  quilts  and  clothing.  We  really  appreciate 
all  of  this.  1  try  to  answer  each  with  a  "Thank 
You"  ...  If  1  miss  any,  it  is  not  intentional.  Our 
correspondence  is  very  heavy  and  sometimes 
other  tasks  hinder  our  promptness. 

We  have  a  fine  Home,  good  eats,  wonderful  fel- 
lowship. Prayer  meetings  every  week  (Thanks  to 
our  fine  Pastor  and  wife — Rev.  and  Mrs.  Stew- 
art) and  many  enjoyable  days  with  friends,  Pas- 
tors, and  groups  of  W.  M.  S.  You  come  and  visit 
us  too.  You  will  be  more  interested  in  our  Home 
after  you  have  spent  a  day  with  us. 
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S.  S.  LESSON  COMMENTS 

(Continued  from  page  13) 

they  felt,  failed  them  and  permitted   Himself  to   be   led 
to  the  cross  to  suffer  an  ignominious  death. 

Some  way  we  have  never  been  able  to  escape  the  feel- 
ing that  when  the  nails  wei'e  driven  into  His  hands,  as 
He  lay  upon  the  cross,  that  the  gracious  words,  "Father, 
forgive  them  for  they  know  not  what  they  do,"  reached 
much  farther  out  than  just  for  those  who  at  Rome's  or- 
ders made  the  "nail-prints"  in  His  blessed  hands.  It  was 
a  pleading  for  forgiveness  for  all  those  who  have  not 
learned  the  lesson  of  acceptance  of  the  Lord,  even  though 
they  have  failed  to  understand  all  that  such  acceptance 
means.  Up  to  that  time  there  had  been  acceptance  or  re- 


jection of  Jesus  on  the  grounds  of  His  humanity  as  a 
great  leader  or  prophet;  but  now  all  was  to  be  changed. 
Acceptance  or  rejection  of  Jesus  as  the  "Lamb  of  God 
which  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world,"  now  takes  the 
place  of  the  worldlj'  idea  of  the  ^lessiah's  coming  which, 
up  to  this  time,  had  taken  over  the  thought  of  the  Jews, 

Someone  has  said,  "Jesus  Christ  is  the  supreme  and 
central  figure  of  all  time.  Men  MUST  make  some  re- 
sponse to  Him;  neutrality  is  impossible.  Tlie  most  im- 
portant thing  for  any  person  is  his  attitude  towai-d  and 
his  response  to  the  Li\-ing  Chi-ist." 

The  greatest  sin  in  the  world  is  the  rejection  of  Christ, 
for  to  reject  Him  is  the  key  wliich  locks  man  out  of  the 
ever'lasting  kingdom  of  God. 
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AT  EVENING  TIME  IT  SHALL  BE  LIGHT 

(Continued  from  page  3) 

this  Editorial  and  have  said  everything  there  was  to  say 
— except  for  one  more  thing.  Each  of  us,  young  people, 
young  married  people,  middle  aged  people,  are  rapidly  on 
our  \\i»y  to  the  day  when  wo  shall  be  in  the  sunset  years. 
No  one  is  fooling  us  on  this  matter.  So,  in  giving  to  help 
the  ones  who  are  under  the  care  of  the  Board,  now,  we 
are  incurring  the  blessing  of  God,  to  guarantee  for  our- 
selves, similar  tender  care  and  devotion  in  the  sunset 
years  of  our  own  life. 

TTie  saddest  picture  today  is  one  where  youth,  young 
adulthood  and  middle  age,  despise  those  who  arc  older. 
Sad,  because  the  day  will  come  when  they  too,  shall  be  in 
that  "older  gn-oup." 

WHAT  ABOUT  IT  BRETHREN?  The  gifts  you  give  in 
your  Benevolent  envelope  will  be  your  answer  as  to 
whether  or  not  we  will  be  providing  light  for  those  who 
deserve  it  at  evening  time.  We'i'e  waiting  for  your  an- 
swer, God  is  looking  on,  to  see  what  you  are  going  to  do. 
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■  ■■■■■■«  Churches 

JOHN.STOWN,   PA.,   THIRD   BRETHREN  CHURCH 

Our  last  report  was  w)itten  at  the  very  outset  of  our 
Revival  campaign.  Arrangements  had  been  made  month.s 
before  my  arrival  on  the  field  with  "The  Richers"  of  Peru, 
Indiana  to  lead   in   this   scries. 

The  meetings  were  held  and  we  believe  our  church  is 
agieed  that  we  had  a  very  excellent  campaign.  There  was 
a  fine  interest  throughout  and  no  complaint  could  be  of- 
fered on  the  question  of  attendance,  except  the  usual 
comment,  namely,  that  the  unconverted  planned  to  be 
elsewhere  most  of  the  time. 

Reverend  Harry  Richer  and  his  wife  are  very  agree- 
able to  work  with  and  surely  pleasant  to  have  in  the 
home.  Our  fellowship  was  a  blessing.  His  messages  were 
forcefully  presented  and  each  carried  the  Gospel  of  love, 
repentance  and  salvation.  This  was  their  first  meeting 
in  the  city  of  Johnstown.  All  of  our  churches  of  this  com- 
munity were  representr-rj  in  tho  meetings,  eithfi-  by  a 
group  or  by   indivjfiuals. 

As  a  result  of  these  meetings,  (liiectiy  or  indirectly, 
Hevcn   have   hecn    received    into   church    membership.    One 


other  was  previously  reported.  It  seems  that  another  bap- 
tismal service  must  be  held  soon. 

A  full  program  of  Christmas  activities  has  been  car- 
ried out  by  the  Church  School,  the  choir  and  other  or- 
ganizations and  classes.  An  unusual  service  which  cre- 
ated a  lot  of  favorable  comment  was  the  devotional  ser- 
vice conducted  on  Christmas  Eve  from  8  to  9  o'clock,! 
The  attendance  was  more  than  double  my  own  expecta 
tions.  There  are  requests  for  a  similar  service  next  year, 

Officers  for  the  Church,  Sunday  School  and  Christian 
Endeavor  have  been  elected  or  I'eelected  in  some  cases 
and  will  be  ready  to  officer  our  program  of  worship  and 
service  at  the  opening  of  the  New  Year. 

Tiie  Third  Church  wishes  and  prays  for  the  entire  Breth 
ren  Church  a  most  prosperous  and  Happy  New  Year. 

E.  M.  Riddle,  Pastor. 
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PLEASE  NOTE 

Since  any  letters  intended  for  the  Edi- 
torial Office  of  the  Brethren  Publishing 
Company  and  addressed  to  the  under-g 
signed  under  first  class  mailing  will  be 
forwarded  to  my  new  address  in  Sara- 
sota, Florida,  by  the  Ashland  Post  Of- 
fice, thus  causing  delay  in  arriving  at 
the  editorial  offices  because  of  the  ne- 
cessity for  additional  time  elapsing  in 
the  return,  PLEASE  ADDRESS  ALL  OF 
SUCH  MAIL  TO:  REV.  W.  ST.  CLAIR 
BENSHOFF,  524  COLLEGE  AVENUE. 
ASHLAND,  OHIO.  This  will  save  delay 
and  confusion  which  would  come  other- 
wise. All  personal  mail,  which  should 
reach  the  undersigned,  will  come  more 
rapidly  if  addressed  to  the  Retiring  Edi- 
tor's new  address  below. 

Fred  C.  Vanator 

925  North  Lime  Avenue 

Sarasota.  Florida 


DID  YOU  KNOW  YOU  CAN  ORDER  ALL 

BOOKS.   BIBLES  AND  S.  S.  SUPPLIES 

FROM  YOUR  PUBLISHING  COMPANY? 

ORDER  FROM  THE  BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 
524  COLLEGE  AVE.,  ASHLAND,  OHIO. 
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Halffeeling  our  own  weakness, 

We   place  our  hands  in  Thine — 
Knowing  but  half  our  darkness 

We  ask  for  light  divine. 
Then,  when  Thy  strong  arm   holds   us, 

Ourweakness  most  we  feel, 
And  our  love  and   light  around   us 

Our  darkness   must  reveal. 

Too   oft,   when   faithless   doubtlngs 

Around   our  spirits   press. 
We  cry,   "Can   hands  so  feeble 

Grasp   such   almightiness?" 
While  thus  we  doubt  and  tremble 

Our  hold   still   looser  grows; 
While  on  our  darkness  gazing 

Vainly  Thy  radiance  glows. 

Oh,  cheer  us  with  Thy  brightness, 

And  guide  us  by  Thy  hand. 
In  Thy  light  teach   us  light  to  see. 

In  Thy  strength  strong  to  stand, 
Then  though  our  hands   be  feeble, 

If  they  but  touch  Thy  arm, 
Thy  light  and   power  shall   lead  us, 

And  keep  us  strong  and   calm. 
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PRl  DENTIAL  COMMITTEE 
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CONTRIBUTING  EDITORS 
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REV.  JONAS  W.  BROWER 

We  have  received  the  news  of  the  passing  of  Rev. 
Jonas  W.  Brewer,  a  retired  Brethren  Minister  who,  with 
his  wife,   were  residents  of  the  Brethren's   Home,   Flora, 

Indiana. 

Death  occurred  February  4th,  with  the  funeral  beinig 
held  on  Friday,  February  6th,  from  the  First  Brethren 
Church  at  Flora,  Rev.  C.  A.  Stewart,  Pastor. 

Brother  and  Sister  Brower  celebrated  their  60th  wed- 
ding anniversary  on  January  28th.  A  full  Obituary  will 
appear  in  a  later  issue  of  the  Evangelist. 


JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  THIRD  BRETHREN  CHURCH. 
Brother  E.  .M.  Riddle  informs  us  that  they  "went  'over  the 
top'  on  their  Building  Fund  Drive  on  the  second  Sunday 
after  it  was  announced.  The  goal  was  $2,000.00."  A  re-dec- 
orating and  repair  program  will  be  undertaken  this  sum- 
mer. 

BERLIN,  PEN.XA.  The  new  Pastor,  Rev.  Lylc  Lichten- 
bergr;r  has  begun  his  work  at  Berlin,  as  of  Sunday,  Febru- 
ary 8th,  A  reception  for  the  Pastor  and  family  was  sched- 
uled for  February  9th. 

JONES  MILLS,  PENNA  VALLEY  BRETHREN 
CHURCH,  A  new  church  bulletin  board  was  erected  re- 
cently, in  front  of  the  church,  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  G.  Har- 


kom,  a  gift  of  the  Harkoms,  and  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M,  E. 
Emert  of  Somerset,  Penna. 

MASONTOWN,  PENNA,  Brother  William  Keeling,  in 
reporting  on  their  recent  Choir  Party,  says  that  it  was  a 
real  success.  A  noble  project  has  been  assumed  by  the 
Masontown  Choir,  in  the  sponsoring  of  "get-togethers"  in 
honor  of  couples  who  have  reached  their  Golden  Wedding 
Anniversaries. 

LOUISVILLE,  OHIO.  Brother  L.  V.  King  has  started  the 
use  of  a  special  series  of  Tithing  Bulletins  in  his  program 
of  stewardship  emphasis  in  his  church. 

Brother  King  was  Devotional  Speaker  on  WFAH — Alli- 
ance recently. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO,  PARK  STREET  BRETHREN.The  W, 
M,  S.  Public  Service  was  held  on  Sunday  evening,  Febru- 
ary 1st.  Various  of  the  women  took  pai-t  in  the  service, 
with  the  message  of  the  evening  being  given  by  Professor 
Edwin  Boai'dman,  of  Ashland  Seminary. 

The  Pastor,  Rev,  Clarence  S.  Fairbanks  appeared  in  the 
Ashland  College  chapel  sei-vices  during  the  week  of  Febru- 
ary 2nd,  as  Guest  Speaker, 

The  Laymen  were  hosts  on  February  6th,  to  the  North- 
eastern Ohio  Laymen's  Rally,  Dr,  Glenn  L,  Clayton, 
President  of  Ashland  College,  was  the  speaker, 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  Brother  William  S,  Crick,  reports 
through  his  bulletin  on  the  Miami  Valley  Brethren  Youth 
Rally,  held  there  on  January  18th,  The  attendance  was 
131,  with  Gretna,  Ohio,  young  people  retaining  the  award 
banner.  Miss  Kathryn  Kiracofe,  a  missionary  18  years, 
was  guest  speaker,  at  both  afternoon  and  evening  ses- 
sions. The  next  Rally  is  scheduled  for  the  Pleasant  Hill 
Brethren  Church, 

BRYAN,  OHIO.  The  Bryan  Church  held  "Assistant 
Sunday"  on  February  1st,  in  which  all  of  the  assistants 
in  the  Classes  and  the  Sunday  School  "took  over."  (It's  a 
good  idea  for  our  churches  to  give  their  assistant  officers 
a  chance  once  in  a  while  to  take  charge;  gives  experience 
which  often  proves  helpful,) 

Brother  Alvin  Grumbling  reports  an  average  attend- 
ance for  January  of  188. 

MUNCIE,  INDIANA,  Brother  E.  J.  ,Black  says,  "We 
have  been  hearing  some  very  good  reports  about  our  new 
Tower  Public  Address  System,  Music  from  the  tower  has 
been  heard  as  far  away  as  twelve  blocks.  The  tone  is 
clear,  yet  does  not  blare  or  distort  the  sound  in  any  way. 
Plans   for  a   dedication   service   are   being  made, 

A  two  year  call,  effective  at  the  end  of  his  first  year's 
call  next  September,  was  extended  to  the  Pastor  and 
wife, 

Mrs,  Black  brought  the  evening  message  on  January 
25th.  The  service  featured  also,  special  music  by  the  Jun- 
ior choir,  and  devotions  by  the  Young  People's  Class. 

Brother  Black  has  a  very  pertinent  comment  on  church 
attendance  in  a  recent  bulletin,  which  we  are  passing  on 
to  the  Brotherhood  to  think  about:  "What  reason,  not  ex- 
cuse, will  you  give  the  Lord  for  missing  so  many  ser- 
vices? If  some  of  us  were  as  unfaithful  to  our  jobs,  we 
would  starve  to  death.  Now  is  the  best  time  ever  to  start 
coming  regularly." 

NAPPANEE,  INDIANA.  The  Chaplain  of  the  Elkhart 
(Continued  on  page  10) 
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'Commit  thy  way  unto  the  Lord;  trust  alao  in  Him;  and  he  shall  bring  it  to  pass." 


THERE  ARE  MANY  THOUGHTS  in  the  mind  of  the 
Editor  today,  since  this  is  his  first  day  "alone"  in 
jthis  office.  Rev.  Fred  C.  Vanator,  who  has  occupied  the 
liEditorial  office  for  the  past  12  years,  has  finished  his 
'work  for  the  Company,  as  of  January  31st.  Officially 
passing  on  the  title  on  January  1st,  he  has  remained  over 
to  give  additional  training  to  this  servant. 

We  wish  to  expi'ess  our  sincere  thanks  to  him  for  his 
graciousness,  patience,  and  helpfulness  which  he  has  so 
freely  given  during  these  weeks  of  orientation  and  train- 
ing. Already  his  presence  is  missed,  as  all  of  us  here  at 
the  plant  knew  it  would  be.  Yet,  the  inspiration  of  his 
work  here,  is  a  force  that  shall  carry  us  on  in  the  duties 
which  now  fall  upon  our  shoulders. 

We  are  not  unaware  of  the  great  responsibility  which 
rests  upon  our  shoulders  as  Editor.  What  appears  in 
"The  Evangelist,"  and  how  it  appears,  is  our  direct  re- 
sponsibility. Knowing  that  this  magazine  is  the  Official 
Organ  of  an  entire  Denomination,  whose  members  will 
read  it  and  be  influenced  by  what  they  read,  proves  to 
us  that  this  is  a  job  which  is  too  much  for  man  alone.  It 
is  God's  work,  and  to  Him  we  look  each  day,  each  hour 
of  the  day,  for  help  and  strength.  In  this  respect,  we 
covet  and  plead  for  the  prayers  of  the  Brethren,  that  God 
might  be  the  leading  power  to  direct  the  Editor,  the  pol- 
icies, and  the  articles  of  our. publications. 

We  have  in  mind  no  great  changes.  There  is  no  need 
for  such.  The  change  in  Editors  was  not  made  because 
there  was  a  desire  for  a  change  in  policy.  Rather,  it  came 
because  Brother  Vanator  felt  he  wanted  to  retire  from 
the  heavy  duties  revolving  about  this  office. 

We  say,  we  have  no  great  changes  in  mind,  simply  be- 
cause such  procedure  would  be  foolish  and  mmecessary. 
Under  the  retiring  Editor,  our  Publishing  Company  has 
moved  forward.  His  Editorial  policies  have  been  good, 
helpful  to  the  Church  and  sound  in  every  way.  We  hope 
to  continue  the  same  sound  Editorial  policies  of  our 
predecessor.  We  dedicate  our  efforts  and  our  publications 
to  the  advancement  of  the  Church  in  the  name  of  Christ, 
our  Saviour  and  Lord. 

WHAT  LIES  AHEAD?  That  is  always  a  question 
which  commands  .a  capital  question  mark.  We  don't  know! 
Do  you  ?  Thi-ough  the  concourse  of  history  have  traveled 
many  seiwants  of  the  Lord,  many  Christian  writers — and 
Editors.  There  has  always  been  the  question  of  the  fix- 
ture; the  pages  of  our  publications  have  often  expressed 
concern,  and  have  often  sought  to  present  help  for  the 


current  day,  and  faith  foi-  the  future.  The  present  day  is 
no  exception. 

Perhaps  it  is  better  if  we  do  not  have  foresight  into  those 
things  which  face  us  in  the  next  number  of  years.  One 
thing  is  certain — the  same  God  Who  has  sustained,  em- 
poweied  and  led  the  people  of  God  in  the  past,  is  still 
available  today. 

We  may  not  know  all  that  is  ahead,  but  we  are  certain 
that  God  can  provide  help  and  guidance,  as  He  has  al- 
wys  done  for  those  who  trust  in  Him.  "Commit  thy  way 
unto  the  Lord;  trust  also  in  him;  and  he  shall  bring  it  to 
pass."  These  words  from  Psalm  37:5  set  the  key-note  for 
power  for  today  and  faith  for  the  future. 

So,  as  we  "sit  alone"  today — we  wonder.  But  we  tioist 
in  God.  We  are  also  concerned.  The  past  several  weeks, 
as  we  have  had  tiim  in  the  evenings,  at  home,  we  have 
been  scanning  the  years  of  the  Brethren  Chuixh  in  the 
volumes  of  The  Evangelist. 

As  a  result — our  chief  concern  is  for  the  Brethi-en 
Church  as  a  unified,  Gospel  preaching,  evangelizing,  soul 
winning,  Christ-living  oiganization.  Because  our  space  is 
limited  today,  we  must  necessarily  refrain  from  enlarging 
on  these  points.  Future  Editorials,  from  time  to  time,  will 
bear  out  some  of  our  thoughts  along  this  line. 

The  spirit  and  the  ministry  of  our  predecessor  will  live 
on,  in  this  office,  in  the  shop,  and  in  the  Church — for  a 
work  that  is  done  for  God  cannot  perish. 

Thus,  in  this  sense,  we  are  not  alone.  The  records  of 
the  years,  the  policies  of  operation,  and  its  fruits,  are 
shown  in  the  present  day  progress  of  the  Brethren 
Church.  In  this  office  is  the  same  power  of  God 
which  we  know,  has  been  constantly  called  upon  in  prayer 
by  Bi'other  Vanator.  In  this  sense,  too,  we  are  not  alone. 

With  this  in  mind,  we  pray,  envision,  plan,  and  work 
for  a  larger  ministry  of  the  printed  page  in  the  Brethren 
Church,  and  for  a  larger  stewardship  of  the  Brethren 
through  our  organizations,  boards,  ministers,  mission- 
aries and  members.  For  yeai-s,  God  has  held  before  the 
Brethren  Church  an  open  door  of  sei'%*ice.  With  your 
prayers,  and  your  help,  we  shall  endeavor  faithfully  to 
perform  our  phase  of  service,  for  the  fulfillment  of  the 
work  ahead  of  us,  as  a  Denomination. 

Let  us  pray  together,  let  us  work  together.  Brethren. 
Let  us  commit  our  way  unto  Him,  let  us  ti-ust  in  Him. 
and  the  fruit  to  be  brought  forth  in  the  yeai-s  ahead,  be- 
cause of  the  foundations  and  fruit  of  the  past,  shall  be 
blessed  fruit.  Yes,  blessed  fruit  in  the  fonn  of  souls  re- 
deemed for  eternitv  through   Christ  and  to  His  glory. 
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"THAT  IS  THE  STOVER  FORT,"  said  my  guide,  Henry 
Good  of  Waj-nesboro,  Pennsylvania,  as  we  drove  upon  a 
rocky  eminence  not  many  miles  from  Waynesboro  in  the 
centitil  part  of  Franklin  County.  The  first  thought  to 
enter  the  mind  of  the  WTiter  was,  why  select  such  a 
rocky  hill  when  there  were  so  many  fertible  valleys  ^nd 
leveler  locations.  However  when  the  first  settlers  saw  the 
location  there  was  more  need  for  protection  from  the 
wily  red  man  than  there  was  for  smooth  and  level  fields. 

As  many  of  our  great  institutions  of  modem  times  are 
built  upon  the  lives  and  efforts  of  those  long  gathered 
to  their  Fathers,  we  might  also  state  that  the  strong 
churches  of  today  are  but  "the  lengthened  shadows  of 
those  who  led  and  served  in  other  days."  It  can  be  truth- 
fully stated  that  all  the  churches  of  this  section  of  the 
land  which  bear  the  name  ".Brethren"  to  a  great  extent 
go  back  to  the  man  who  built  and  lived  in  "Stovers 
Fort."  Not  that  this  man  was  the  first  to  locate  in  this 
section  of  the  country,  who  brought  the  Doctrine  of  the 
Brethren,  but  that  he  was  to  become  the  first  Bishop  of 
the  Brethren  upon  the  western  frontier  upon  the  border 
line  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland.  The  Mason-Dixon 
line  was  not  as  yet  inin  when  this  man  came  to  this  dis- 
puted ten-itory,  not  knowing  whether  the  land  bought 
from  the  Penn  estates  would  be  above  or  below  the  boun- 
dary when  the  disputed  area  should  be  settled.  As  it 
turned  out,  his  claim  was  in  Pennsylvania  not  too  far 
North  of  the  line. 

The  date  of  the  birth  of  this  early  Brethren  is  not 
known  for  certain,  but  it  is  thought  to  be  in  1725.  He  was 
bom  in  Switzerland,  of  German  speaking  parentage,  ac- 
cording to  the  bf.-st  information  handed  down  by  geneal- 
ogical students  of  the  family.  The  family  evidently  was 
connected  with  the  lieformed  Church  across  the  seas  for 
he  adhered  to  this  faith  when  he  first  came  to  the  sec- 
tion of  the  country  where   he  made  his  home. 

His  name  before  it  was  Americanized,  was  often 
spoken  of  as,  "Johan  Wilhelm  Stuber,"  or  "Willem  Sto- 
ber,"  and  for  some  time  he  signed  his  name  in  German 
as  "Wilhelm   Stober."  Whether  he  ever  came  in   contact 


Present  View  of  'THE  STOVER  FORT"  | 

with  the  European  .Brethren  before  coming  to  America  is 
only  a  matter  of  conjecture.  Inasmuch  as  they  were 
driven  from  country  to  country  and  Switzerland  was  a 
haven  of  peace  and  rest  for  the  persecuted  it  may  be 
possible  that  he  was  not  unaware  of  the  Bi'ethren  when 
he  came  to  America.  Little  is  known  of  his  life  in  the 
land  of  his  birth.  According  to  well  kept  records  of  the 
family,  one  Johann  Wilhelm  Stuber  sailed  from  the  Port 
of  Rotterdam  on  the  ship  "Richard  and  Mary"  with  John 
Moore,  Master,  arriving  at  Philadelphia  September  26, 
1752  over  two  hundred  years  ago.  As  it  was  necessary 
for  those  coming  to  the  new  land  to  sign  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance, this  he  did  using  the  name  given  as  above  before 
anglicizing,  "Johan  Wilhelm  Stiber."  There  is  no  diffi- 
culty whatsoever  to  be  encountered  in  the  change  of  name 
from  the  native  to  the  American  way  of  spelling.  This 
was  commonly  done  and  there  was  much  phonetic  spell- 
ing of  otherwise  unpronounceable  names.  At  least,  so 
thought  those  of  another  tongue. 

When  first  locating  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  Stover, 
as  we  shall  call  him,  fellowshipped  with  the  Reformed 
Church,  later  uniting  with  the  German  Baptist,  or  Breth- 
ren. Somewhere  in  Germantown  he  discontinued  fellow- 
ship with  the  church  of  his  native  land  and  became  one 
of  the  .Brethren  in  America.  He  was  a  contemporary  with 
Alexander  Mack,  Jr.  He  certainly  must  have  been  ac- 
quainted with  him  and  worked  side  by  side  with  him  in 
the  Germantown  Church.  Alexander  Mack,  Jr.  survived 
William  Stover  by  some  three  years. 

When  William  Stover  changed  his  church  relationship, 
he  was  evidently  motivated  by  this  in  his  choice  of  the 
location  for  his  home.  Inasmuch  as  German  speaking 
people  were  continually  on  the  move  west  looking  for 
home  sites,  he  naturally  fell  in  with  them.  The  farm 
homestead  which  he  developed  was  not  far  from  Antie- 
tam  Creek,  though  not  specifically  fronting  on  its  waters. 
This  was  looked  upon  as  the  East  Conococheague  Settle- 
ment. The  land  selected  by  the  pioneer  was  on  Marsh 
Run,  a  tributary  of  the  Antietam.  The  farm  land  was 
well  watered  and  fertile.  The  location  was  some  two  miles 
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to  the  west  of  the  present  Princes  Creek,  or  Antietam 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  In  ,1734  when  William  and  his 
wife  and  three  children  came  to  this  section,  the  historic 
survey  of  Mason  and  Dixon  had  to  wait  nine  years  until 
it  should  be  started  to  settle  the  boundary  disputes.  Wil- 
liam had  chosen  his  homesite  wisely,  for  when  the  sur- 
veyors crossed  Kittochtinny  Valley  they  were  some  few 
miles  to  the  south.  Thus  Stover  lived  in  Pennsylvania 
rather  than  Maryland.  The  ever  roaming  Indian  was  a 
threat  to  the  early  settler.  It  required  great  courage  for 
the  young  man  to  bring  his  wife  and  growing  family  to 
the  fringes  of  civilization.  Braddock's  defeat  in  1755 
brought  no  promise  of  help  of  cheer  to  the  settler. 

Some  understand  that  the  first  land  purchased  was  in 
reality  the  purchase  in  part  of  another's  patent.  There 
may  have  been  a  story  and  a  half  house  upon  it  made 
of  the  native  limestone.  On  the  other  hand  there  are 
family  traditions  that  Stover  built  the  first  house  of  a 
story  and  a  half.  The  basement  walls,  and  the  cellar  walls 
stand  today  as  well  as  the  first  floor  as  they  may  have 
been  erected  by  the  settler,  Stover.  He  was  not  long  in 
enlarging  the  little  house  by  building  it  up  to  a  two  and 
a  half  story  dwelling. 

The  second  story  walls  show  a  slight  difference  in  lay- 
ing the  limestone  masonry  in  contrast  with  the  first  floor. 
One  of  the  commonly  found  buildings  on  the  farm  of 
some  of  the  early  Brethren  was  the  Still  House.  This  en- 
abled them  to  reduce  the  bulky  crops  of  some  grains  to 
a  more  concentrated  form  for  transportation.  The  story  is 
told  that  one  day  when  William  returned  to  his  home 
some  Indians  had  entered  the  cellar  of  the  dwelling  house 
and  were  in  reality  full  of  the  spirits. 

We  feel  that  in  this  connection  of  describing  the  an- 
cestral home  it  may  be  well  to  borx'ow  the  description 
given  us  by  one  of  his  descendants.  He  is  the  octogen- 
arian, Dr.  B.  Franklin  Royer,  an  eminent  Historian  and 
Genealogist  of  Greencastle,  Pennsylvania.  "At  this  point 
one  might  relate  some  evidence  of  wisdom,  foresight  and 
love  of  his  fellow  man  and  provision  for  the  physical  wel- 
fare and  lives  of  the  citizens  of  the  community.  A  quar- 
ter area  of  rectangular  ground  lying  between  the  Stover 
homestead,  the  little  stone  house,  and  barn  Avas  sur- 
rounded by  a  high  stone  w,all,  110  feet  long  on  the  north, 
84  feet  on  the  south;  with  the  east  and  west  walls — 96 
feet — joining  with  the  house  and  barn  walls.  This  sur- 
rounding wall  was  22  inches  thick,  built  of  limestone  laid 
in  lime  and  clay  mortar,  more  than  ten  feet  high  on  the 
north,  .and  about  eight  feet  on  the  south,  the  end  wall 
sloping  to  meet  the  house  and  barn  walls.  Small  openings 
at  eye  sight  height  provided  for  watching  in  all  direc- 
tions in  time  of  danger. 

"This  walled  inclosure,  Stover  descendants  and  some 
local  historians  believe,  was  deliberately  planned  by  Wil- 
liam Stover  for  the  protection  of  his  family,  and  the  pro- 
tection of  his  religious  followers  and  his  neighbors  and 
their  live  stock  in  time  of  anticipated  Indian  forays.  It 
is  not  related  how  often  the  protection  of  these  walls 
was  sought  by  citizens  nearby;  or  if  the  neighbors  aided 
in  the  construction;  and  no  rumors  have  come  down  that 
even  a  single  shot  was  ever  fired  at  an  Indian  from  with- 
in the  inclosure. 

The  evidence  is  that  the  strong  wall,  three  sides  of 
which  are  today  in  a  pretty  good  state  of  preservation, 
may  be  considered  a  monument  to  one  who  loved  his  fel- 
low man.  That  walled-in  area,  apparently  made  for  pro- 


tection of  settlers  when  Indian.s  were  expected,  proved  a 
valuable  farm  asset.  It  has  been  used  an  the  vej^t-table 
garden  by  all  occupants  of  the  farmstead  for  more  than  one 
hundred  and  ninety  years,"  There  are  histrjrianu  who  feel 
that  inasmuch  as  the  wall  contained  more  than  1000 
feet  of  stone  that  he  had  the  help  of  hia  neighborH 
in  the  erecting  of  the  wall.  As  it  was  the  cuHtom  in  thoBe 
days  to  work  togethei-  in  their  various  projects,  this 
would  not  be  out  of  place. 

Dr.  Royer  also  states,  "To  the  small  stone  house  where 
he  began  his  residence  and  which  he  enlarged  to  a  two- 
and-one-half-story  building  with  a  large  garret,  he  added 
a  higher  and  much  larger  annex  containing  a  wide  hail 
between  the  old  and  the  new,  with  front  and  rear  hall 
doors;  the  wide  doors  opening  iiit(j  the  rooms  of  each 
building;  the  annex  having  four  rooms  and  three  fire- 
places on  the  first  floor  and  four  large  bedrooms  on  the 
second  floor.  This  gave  in  all  six  second  story  bedroom.s, 
five  first  floor  rooms,  four  of  them  heated  from  fire- 
places, and  two  large  garrets,  or  lofts  available  for  ex- 
ti'a  lodgers.  All  of  this  stone  structure  stands  on  the  old 
Stover  homestead  about  as  erected  by  him  during  the 
French  and  Indian  War.  The  first  floors  of  both  sti-uc- 
tures  were  laid  with  wide  boards  over  improvised  insula- 
tion (broken  stone  and  clay  between  sleepers  hewn  on 
top  and  bottom).  The  original  wall  baluster  rail  from 
first  floor  to  garret  is  still  in  place." 

"At  this  point  it  may  be  of  considerable  interest  to  re- 
late that  in  planning  the  second  story-partition  in  the 
great  annex,  one  partition  between  the  large  second  story 
rooms  was  made  with  boards,  and  almost  the  whole  par- 
tition was  suspended  by  hinges  attached  to  overhead 
joists.  This  made  provision  for  swinging  almost  the  full 
width  of  the  partition  to  the  ceiling  and  suspending  it 
with  hooks,  thus  making  two  rooms  ready  for  use  as  one 
large  room  for  certain  devotional  purposes."  While  ten- 
ants since  that  day  have  covered  the  partition  with  wall 
paper  the  traces  remain  of  the  early  hinges.  The  same 
care  for  the  church  services  was  also  used  in  some  of 
the  homes  in  the  Flat  Rock  section  of  the  Valley  of  Vir- 
ginia in  Shenandoah  County. 

Some  two  years  before  William  Stover  came  from  the 
Conococheague  Congregation,  or  1752  there  came  fi-om 
the  Conestoga  section  of  York  County  two  preachei-s. 
These  men  were  very  active  in  the  promulgating  of  the 
tenets  of  the  Brethren.  They  were  George  Adam  Martin 
and  Abraham  Stouffer,  a  Bishop.  Stouffer  had  been  or- 
dained by  Elder  Peter  Becker,  the  first  Elder  in  America. 
They  came  from  the  eastern  settlements  to  bring  the 
Gospel  to  those  on  the  fringe  of  western  civilization.  It 
was  in  1752  that  Bishop  Stouffer  organized  the  Conoco- 
cheague Congregation.  He  was  its  head  and  leader  for  a 
few  years  before  his  failing  health  forced  him  to  give  up 
the  work  and  return  to  the  Conewago  section  of  Y'ork 
County.  Before  he  left  the  newly  organized  congregation 
he  laid  the  hands  of  ordination  upon  the  head  of  young 
William  Stover,  and  thus  appointed  him  Bishop  in  chai-ge. 
This  charge  was  faithfully  carried  on  until  his  death  in 
1800.  To  be  given  this  responsibility  at  the  early  age  of 
35  years  speaks  well  for  William.  He  must  have  pos- 
sessed recognizable  ability  to  be  enabled  to  secure  the 
vote  of  confidence  to  give  him  this  high  office. 

His  responsibility  extended  through  the  present  Fi-ank- 
Un  County,  down  into  Washington  County,  Maryland,  just 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 
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^"RETHREH     rOUTH     GIVES     $3300.00 


A  FEW  DAYS  BEFORE  Christmas  the  treasurer  of 
Brethren  Youth,  Miss  Margaret  Lowery,  turned 
liver  to  the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church  a 
check  for  ^3,500.  This  check  represented  the  giving  of  the 
youth  of  the  Bi-ethren  chuivhes  across  the  country  for  the 
1051-52  project,  which  was  specifically  to  aid  Bob  and 
Bea  Bischof  in  their  first  term  as  missiona)Mes  in  Nigeria. 

The  Missionary  Board  appreciates  greatly  this  contrib- 
ution by  Brethren  Youth  and  wishes  to  commend  the 
Youth  Director  and  the  Youth  Board  for  their  vision.  To 
point  out  the  broad  scope  of  our  Brethren  Youth  pro- 
gram, I  wuld  like  to  remind  you  that  the  organization 
was  responsible  for  the  purchase  of  the  home  mission 
portable  chapel  now  being  used  at  Wayne  Heights,  Penn- 
sylvania, for  raising  $1,000  for  the  South  American  work, 
for  the  promotion  of  other  benevolent  projects  and  at 
present  for  the  raising  of  .$5,000  for  classrooms  and  gym- 
nasium at  Lost  Creek,  Kentucky. 

We  thank  Brethren  Youth  for  the  $3,500,  for  their  in- 
terest in  the  missionary  program  and  all  the  other  phases 
of  our  denominational  work. 


Jerry  Flora,  National  President  of  Brethren  Youth, 
looks  on  happily,  as  Miss  Margaret  E.  Lowery,  National 
Treasurer  of  the  Brethren  Youth  Board,  presents  the 
$3,500.00  check  from  Brethren  Youth,  to  the  General  Sec- 
retary of  the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church, 
Rev.  W.  Clayton  Berkshire. 


NEWS  BRIEFS  FROM  THE  BISCHOFS— NIGERIA 


WE  DO  SO  MLXH  APPRECIATE  the  radio  given  to 
us  by  the  .Berean  Sunday  School  Class  at  Ashland;  in 
fact  the  Lassa  Station  wishes  to  thank  you,  for  our  radio 
is  the  only  one  here.  Last  night  we  weie  all  gathered  to- 
gether and  enjoyed  listening  to  some  Christmas  music 
over  the  British  Broadcasting  Company.  Some  nights  I 
can  get  the  Armed  Forces  Station  in  New  York  and 
fvery  now  and  then  different  Voice  of  America  stations. 
We  usually  listen  to  it  every  night  for  about  two  or  three 
hours. 

Yesterday,  Christmas,  there  was  a  church  service  at 
10:00  A.  M.,  which  was  vejy  well  attended;  in  fact  the 
church  was  overflowing.  On  Christmas  eve,  Mr.  Grimley, 
.Mr.  Beiber,  Miss  Miller,  Bea  and  I  went  ca)oling.  After 
we  made  the  first  stop,  the  group  began  to  grow  as  the 
Africans  joined  us.  We  sang  the  Christmas  carols  in 
Margi  and  now  and  thf-n  our  gioup  sang  one  in  Engli.sh. 
One  of  the  Africans  said  that  it  -was  more  fun  going 
ai-ound  caroling  than  sleeping.  All  of  them  seemed  to  en- 
joy it;  we  were  out  for  about  two  and  a  half  houis. 

Last  Sunday  nine  were  baptized  here  at  the  Lassa  sta- 
tion in  the  local  river.  Theie  were  five  men  and  boys  and 
four  women.  One  of  the  young  men  has  been  persecuted 
for  his  going  over  to  Christianity,  as  all  the  people  in  his 


compound  are  Moslems.  In  the  afternoon  we  went  out 
into  the  bush  about  three  miles  to  the  village  of  Gewa- 
Higi  for  another  baptismal  service.  There  were  nine  like- 
wise baptized  here;  five  young  women  and  four  young 
boys.  From  such  groups  the  future  evangelism  of  the 
Higis  will  receive  its  teachers  and  leaders.  In  fact,  the 
desire  of  one  of  these  young  boys  is  to  go  on  to  school 
and  become  a  teacher  and  go  back  to  his  native  people 
and  teach  them.  He  leaves  in  January  to  go  into  grades 
five  and  six  at  Garkida;  if  his  marks  keep  up  after  that 
he  will  go  to  the  Waka  Training  School. 

The  need  is  so  great  for  funds  and  workers  here  that 
it  makes  one's  heart  ache  for  the  work  that  could  be 
done.  My  heart  ached  last  Sunday  at  Gew-Higi  when  I 
met  the  fine  Christian  teacher.  He  is  blind  in  one  eye, 
has  no  toes,  and  is  crippled  in  one  arm  fi-om  leprosy — 
although  he  is  cured  now.  Yet  he  is  carrying  on  a  fine 
piece  of  woi'k  for  His  Lord  and  Savior  whom  he  came  to 
love  while  afflicted  with  leprosy. 


Missionaries'  birthdays  during  the  month  of  February: 
Esther  Zeche — February  25 
Veda  Liskey — February  26. 
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William  Stover 

(Continued  from  page  6) 

south  of  the  Border,  .and  as  far  west  as  the  new  settle- 
ment ivt  Cumberland,  Maryland. 

To  farm  his  rolling  hills  and  valleys,  jide  horseback 
from  preaching  point  to  preaching  point  over  a  territory 
roughly  some  thirty-five  miles  broad  and  fifty  miles  long 
required  re,al  stamina.  He  received  no  salary  or  money 
for  his  traveling  expenses.  The  center  of  the  field  was  on 
the  Antietam,  with  services  held  in  the  large  homes  of 
the  German  members  and  at  times  in  the  Summer  over- 
flowing into  the  more  commodious  barns.  Many  of  those 
barns  are  still  in  use  today  which  well  over  a  hundred 
years  ago  resounded  to  the  hymns,  prayers  and  sermons 
of  those  pious  people  who  formed  the  foundation  of  the 
Church  of  the  present  time.  The  rugged  and  rustic  con- 
struction of  the  spacious  barns  became  the  first  type  of 
Church  architectm-e,  to  echo  to  their  voices  and  to  meet 
their  eyes.  Surrounded  and  viewed  by  the  domestic  ani- 
mals of  the  farm  must  have  at  times  brought  to  their 
minds  the  lowly  animals  around  our  Lord  at  His  birth. 
It  may  be  that  Bishop  Stover  was  not  unmindful  of  the 
"Upper  Room,"  in  Jerusalem  when  he  established  the 
large  upper  room  in  his  commodious  dwelling  in  the  val- 
ley of  the  Antietam. 

Not  that  Bishop  Stover  and  his  people  were  against 
the  building  of  Church  edifices,  but  the  fact  of  the  French 
and  Indian  War  to  be  soon  followed  by  the  Revolution- 
ary War  must  of  necessity  delayed  them  in  this  matter. 
Later  when  a  church  was  erected  in  1795  upon  the 
ground  given  by  John  Pi-ice,  Bishop  Stover  preached  the 
Dedicatory  sermon.  We  are  informed  that  the  German 
Hymn  entitled,  "Gross  is  unsers  Gottes  Guete,"  was  sung. 
Unfortunately  Bishop  Stover  was  not  destined  to  wor- 
ship long  in  the  church  he  helped  to  build  and  over  which 


he  presided,  fo)-  he  passed  away  in  1800  .some  five  years 
following  the  dedication.  His  son,  Daniel,  who  wa«  htjrn 
in  ?'ranklin  County,  in  1757  waH  ordained  to  the  Mini«tr>' 
about  the  year  1800  and  nerved  the  church  until  hiH  death 

in   18fi2. 

Wiiliarn  Stover  and  his  wife  Judith  Schaeffer  Stover 
reared  a  family  of  twelve  children.  Of  theKC  nine  were 
born  on  the  Stover  plantation.  All  married  well,  mo.st  of 
them  mari-ying  into  families  of  the  Dunker  faith.  There 
are  many  de.scendants  of  William  Stover.  One  son, 
George,  was  married,  twice  and  was  the  father  of  twenty- 
one  children.  This  son  practiced  medicine  in  Franklin 
County  and  in.  1795  moved  to  the  valley  North  of  Roan- 
oke, Virginia,  where  he  brought  up  nineteen  of  the  chil- 
dren. Dr.  B.  Franklin  Royer  offers  an  interesting 
thought  which  remains  for  the  genealogical  links  to  be 
constructed.  It  is  "Virginians  seem  to  think  our  Bishop 
William  Stover  was  a  near  relative  of  Pioneer  Jacob 
Stover  and  one  of  his  descendants  who  sired  Ida  Stover, 
mother  of  President  Dwight  Eisenhour" 

William  Stover  was  concerned  with  Agriculture  most 
of  his  life,  and  at  one  time  possessed  eight  hundred  acres 
of  land.  In  1789  he  apportioned  his  land  holdings  to  his 
six  sons.  He  was  also  the  owner  of  a  tanning  yard. 

It  should  be  stated  that  under  the  ministry  of  William 
Stover  the  name  Conococheague  was  changed  to  that  of 
Antietam  in  the  description  of  the  church  which  he 
served.  The  name  was  also  changed  to  the  "First  Day 
German  Baptist  Congregation  in  Antietam,"  to  distin- 
guish it  from  the  Seventh  Day  Baptists  which  were  mak- 
ing inroads  in  the  Antietam  section  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Maryland. 

William  Stover  and  others  of  his  family  lay  buried  on 
the  old  plantation  where  he  lived  and  labored  for  his 
Lord  and  Master. 

St.  James,   Maryland. 


THE  TITHE  A  SYMBOL  OF 

CHRISTIAN  STEWARDSHIP 

R.  A.  Hazen 

BRING  YE  THE  WHOLE  TITHE  into  the  storehouse, 
that  there  may  be  food  in  my  house,  and  prove  me 
now  herewith,  saith  Jehovah  of  hosts,  if  I  will  not  open 
you  the  windows  of  heaven  and  pour  you  out  a  blessing 
such  that  there  shall  not  be  room  enough  to  receive  it. 
It  is  God's  way.  It  is  practical.  It  is  systematic.  We 
ought  to  obey  God  rather  than  men. 

The  tithe  is  mentioned  only  once  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment, and  Jesus  referred  to  it  when  He  said,  "Ye  pay 
tithe  on  mint  and  anise  and  cummin,  and  have  omitted 
the  weightier  matters  of  the  law,  judgment,  mercy  and 
faith:  these  ought  ye  to  have  done  and  not  to  leave  the 
other  undone." 

If  this  was  the  practice  as  observed  by  the  Jews, 
should  we  not  as  Christians  do  as  much  or  more?  The 
stewardship  of  tithing  should  be  practiced  cheerfully  and 
impelled  by  love  rather  than  law.  The  tithe  is  a  recogni- 
tion of  our  stewardship,  for  we  are  to  give  an  account  of 
our  stewardship  (Matthew  25:20)  and  receive  our  eternal 
reward.  (Matthew  16:17.) 


The  tithe  is  the  minimum  amount  that  we  should  give. 
It  is  something  that  we  owe  or  pay.  Our  offerings  are 
given  after  the  tithe  is  paid. 

There  are  perhaps  many  people  who  should  give  one- 
fifth  or  more  of  their  income  to  the  Lord's  work.  All  that 
we  have  belongs  to  God.  He  says  that  the  cattle  upon  a 
thousand  hills  are  his.  The  prophet  continues,  "Will  a 
man  rob  God  ?  Y'et  ye  have  robbed  me  in  tithes  and  of- 
ferings." 

There  must  be  a  lot  of  preachers  who  don't  believe  in 
the  tithe,  for  you  never  hear  a  sermon,  or  perhaps  I 
should  say  only  occasionally. 

It  might  help  their  salaries  some,  or  are  they  too  sat- 
isfied to  go  along  on  stan-ation  wages  ?  I  wonder  too  if 
it  might  not  help  our  Mission  Board  and  oui*  college  and 
other  interests  of  the  church  if  all  of  our  members  would 
be  tithers.  Then  too,  there  are  the  blessings  which  are 
promised. 

Why  not  try  it  this  year?  For  a  whole  year,  try  it, 
and  you  won't  want  to  go  back  to  the  old  way  of  gi^ing. 
This  is  a  good  time  to  start.  It  might  frighten  you  a  lit- 
tle at  first.  This  amount  you  will  set  aside.  Y'ou  should  be 
glad  you  can.  "It  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  re- 
ceive." "God  loveth  a  cheerful  giver."  Why    nor    try    it? 

You  will  be  glad  you  did. 

Ashland,  Ohio. 
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PROPOSED    CLASSROOM     AND     ADMINISTRATIVE  BUILDING 


ON  THIS  PAGE  WE  PRESENT  architect's  drawings 
of  the  two  proposed  buildings  for  the  Ashland  College 
Campus.  The  cut  above  is  of  the  building  which  will  be 
ei-ect^d  on  approximately  the  same  site  as  that  which  was 
occupied  by  Founders'  Hall.  This  will  become  the  new 
Administrative  and  Class  room  building. 

TO  THE  RIGHT  is  a  view  of  the  proposed  Student 
Union  building,  which  will  face  on  Grant  Street,  to  the 
.south  of  the  present  Library  building. 

THE  CLASSROOM  AND  Administrative  Building, 
costing  .$450,000,  and  $50,000  for  equipment,  will  contain 
most  of  the  administrative  offices,  a  drama  workshop, 
education  workshop.  Home  Management  unit,  as  well  as 
class  rooms  for  the  following  departments:  Physics, 
.Mathematics,  Sociology,  Home  Management,  Drama,  Ra- 
dio, Speech,  F^nglish,  Art,  Education,  Languages,  and 
Business  Administration. 

THE  ADMINISTRATIVE  OFFICES,  which  now  are 
housed  in  the  Librai-y  Building  will  be  moved  to  the  new 
building  because  the  new  building  w^ill  be  more  fireproof 
and  safer  for  vital  documents,  it  will  be  more  centrally 
located,  and  specifically  designed  for  administrative  pur- 
poses. 


$  NEXT  WEEK,  READ  AN  LNFORMATIVE 

t  TICLE  ON  THE  NEW  BUILDING  PROGRAM 

t  REV.  GEORGE  T.  RONK,  A  TRUSTEE  OF  ' 
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ROGRAM  AT  ASHLAND  COLLEGE 


E  STUDENT  UNION,  costing  about  .^lOO.OOO,  will 
;  student  organization  offices,  lounges  and  rest 
3  for  commuting  students  and  others.  Recreational 
ties  and  the  student  snack  room  and  canteen,  the 
le's  Nest,"  will  also  be  housed  in  this  building. 

[E  GOAL  OF  $600,000  to  replace  the  facilities  de- 
ed by  the  fire  is  indeed  very  great,  but  it  represents 

part  of  the  total  program  envisioned  by  the  Board 
I'ustees,  to  cost  more  than  $1,000,000.  A  new  Dormi- 

and   Science   building  are   still  badly  needed. 

!:VER  IN  THE  HISTORY  of  Ashland  College,  have 
lany  people  offered  their  services  and  their  support 
isure  the  success  of  the  present  building  program. 
i  news  will  be  presented  through  The  Evangelist 
I  time  to  time,  about  the  progress  of  the  building  pro- 
1. 


UCH  OF  THE  MATERIAL  FOR  THIS  ARTICLE 
5  GLEANED  BY  THE  EDITOR,  FROM  THE  ASH- 
P  COLLEGE  FACULTY  BULLEIIN  OF  JANU- 
f  23,  1953. 


THE  lEND  OF  THK  FIRST  SK.MKSTKR  of  another 
school  year  is  here.  DespiU^  severe  handicapH,  caused  by 
the  buining  of  Founders'  Hall  in  October,  a  very  fine 
group  of  students  did  excellent  work.  Their  succe.SB  is  a 
tribute  to  the  splendid  efforts  and  ingenuity  of  the  Fac- 
ulty. The  tempoiary  loss  of  facilities  have  not  interrupted 
the  course  of  education,  when  professois  and  students 
have  a  mind  to  work.  (Following  the  fire,  Cla.sses  were 
transferred  to  the  lower  auditorium  of  the  new  Memor- 
ial Chapel,  to  the  Myers'  Memorial  Music  building,  and 
one  class  to  the  Grant  Street  Grade  School,  across  the 
street  from  the  Cain])us.) 


CHARLES   F.  KETTERING   PRESENTS 
ORGAN  TO  MEMORIAL  CHAPEL 

THE  CONTRACT  FOR  A  NEW  pipe-organ  was  signed 
recently  with  the  M.  P.  Moller  Organ  Company,  Hagers- 
town,  Maryland.  This  Organ  was  made  possible  entirely 
through  Mr.  Charles  F.  Kettering's  generosity.  The  or- 
gan will  be  a  three-manual,  1744  pipe  instrument.  It  will 
cost  $30,275  plus  installation,  and  is  to  be  completed  by 
October  15,  1953.  Located  in  the  new  Memorial  Chapel,  it 
will  add  immeasurably  to  chapel  programs  and  will  offer 
a  great  encouragement  to  music  students  at  Ashland 
College  in  their  organ  instruction. 

MR.  KETTERING,  IN  ADDITION,  has  given  a  gift  of 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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CHARLES  F.  KETTERING 


ASHLAND  COLLEGE 

(Continued  from  page  {))  i 

,$50,000  for  the  new  Building  Fund.  Mr.  Ket- 
tering is  Consultant  and  Director  with  Gen- 
eral Motors  Corporation. 

Mr.  Kettering  is  afflicted  with  failing  eye- 
sight and  can  read  but  a  few  lines  at  a  time. 
The  necessary  reading  in  his  work  is  done  for 
him  by  a  group  of  scientists  who  read  to  him. 
He  'has  proven  that  physical  handicap  is  no 
hindrance  to  those  who  want  to  attain. 

The  organ  is  presented  by  Mr.  Kettering  as 
a  memorial  to  his  wife,  Mrs.  Olive  Williams 
Kettering,  a  former  Ashland  resident.  Mrs. 
Kettering  was  herself  ,an  accomplished  organ- 
ist, at  one  time  serving  several  of  the  Ash- 
land churches  in  this  capacity. 

It  is  hoped  to  have  the  organ  installed  and 
ready  for  use  by  Homecoming  Day,  this  fall, 
probably  on  October  17th.  There  will  be  a 
special  service  of  dedication  at  that  time,  for 
the  organ. 

Plans  are  also  being  formulated  to  hold  the 
first  of  the  1953  Ashland  Community  Concert- 
Lecture  series  in  the  Memorial  Chapel,  at 
which  time  an  internationally  known  organist 
will  present  ,a  concert  on  the  new  organ. 

Present  plans  call  for  Mr.  Kettering  to  be  in 
Ashland  for  both  the  dedication  of  the  oi'gan 
and  for  the  organ  concert. 

Ml'.  Kettering  is  an  uncle  to  Miss  Eunice 
Lea  Kettering,  a  member  of  the  Ashland  Col- 
lege Music  Department  Faculty,  and  Com- 
poser in  Residence,  of  the  college. 

Ashland  College  and  the  Brethren  Church  is 
indeed  indebted  to  Mr.  Kettering,  for  his  in- 
terest in  our  college,  as  manifested  by  his 
generous  gifts,  both  of  the  organ,  and  of  his 
gift  to  the  new  building  fund. 
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Itemfi  of  General  Interest 
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Camp  of  Gideons,  Mr.  Richard  Rupp,  was  Guest  Speaker 
in  the  Xappanee  Church  Sunday  morning,  Febi-uary  1st. 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  P^ebruary  8th,  featuied  the 
honoring  of  .Boy  Scout  Troup  14  at  the  morning  Wo)ship 
Service,  and  the  Youth  For  Christ  Singspiration  in  the 
evening. 

HUNTINGTON,  INDIANA.  The  Indiana  Travellers,  a 
colored  male  quartet  from  radio  station,  WANE,  Ft. 
Wayne,  will  present  a  concert  of  negro  spirituals  in  the 
Hunting1/>n  Church  on  Sunday  evening  Februaiy  15th,  at 
the  7:00  o'clock  hour,  according  to  Brother  C.  Y.  Gilmer, 
Pa.stor, 

The  Men's  Chorus  of  the  Huntington  Church  will  give 
a  sacred  concert  on  Sunday  evening,  March  15th,  at  7:30. 

Brother  Gilmer  tells  us  also  that  Rev.  and  Mr.".  A.  H. 


Gioimbling,  son-in-law  and  daughter  of  the  Gilmers,  of 
our  Bi-yan,  Ohio,  church  will  lead  them  in  their  revival 
effort  on  March  16th  to  29th.  This  will  be  followed  with 
Holy  Communion  on  Thursday  evening  of  Holy  Week. 

Two  new  members  were  received  into  the  Church,  by 
letter,  on  January  25th. 

CHEYENNE,  WYOMING.  Brother  C.  C.  Grisso 
writes,  "Am  having  a  splendid  meeting  here  in  Cheyenne. 
Much  interest  and  souls  are  coming  to  Christ.  "  Brother 
Frank  W.  Garber  is  the  Pastor. 

Brother  Grisso  says  that  his  next  Evangelistic  effort 
will  be  with  Brother  Francis  .Berkshire  at  Udell,  Iowa. 

TUCSON,  ARIZONA.  Good  news  from  Tucson.  Brothei- 
Vernon  D.  Grisso  reports  103  in  Sunday  School  on  Janu- 
ary 25th,  and  104  on  February  ,1st.  He  comments  ,"First 
time  over  the  100  mark!"  Incidentally,  the  100  mark  was 
reached  just  one  year  after  the  dedication  of  the  church. 

Further  news  from  this  new,  growing  church  reveals 
the  recent  purchase  of  new  pulpit  chairs. 
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KKV.  AND  MRS.  VANATOR  LKAVK  FOR  FLORIDA 

Of  interest  to  all  Brethren  is  the  information  relative 
to  the  Vanators.  Brother  Vanator  completed  his  work 
with  the  Publishing  Company  the  last  of  January,  with 
plans  to  leave  for  their  new  home  in  Florida,  on  Febru- 
ary 9th,  hoping  to  arrive  there  about  February  15th. 

We  Siay,  "God-speed"  to  these  faithful  servants  of  the 
Church,  Mrs.  Vanator  for  27  years  as  Editor  of  the  Wom- 
an's Outlook,  and  Rev.  Vanator,  for  12  years  as  Editor  of 
Publications  of  the   Brethren   Publishing  Company. 


Theii-  new  address  is  925  North  Lime  Avenue,  Sara- 
sota, Florida,  where  they  will  join  their  Hon-in-law  and 
daughter,  IVIr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  .Mohler.  'FhiH  young  coupjff 
also  was  active  in  ou)-  publication  work,  Carl  having 
worked  for  a  number  of  years  in  our  printing  plant,  and 
Esther,  foi'  some  years,  wrote  for  the  young  people'H 
quarterly. 

The  Biotherhood  prays  God's  blessings  on  them,  pray- 
ing for  many  more  years  of  sei-vice  for  them  in  their 
new  endeavors  for  Christ  and  the  Church.  W.  .S.  R. — Edi- 
tor. 


CONGREGATIONAL  MEETING 

(Editor's  Note:  This  article,  under  this  heading,  ap- 
peared in  the  Jamiary  1953  "Church  News,"  published  by 
our  church  at  Hagerstown,  Maryland.  We  consider  it  im- 
portant to  share  with  the  Brotherhood,  since  it  deals  with 
a  problem  faced  by  most  churches.  We  urge  its  careful 
reading  and  study.  Brother  James  E.  Ault,  is  the  Pastor, 
and  the  writer  of  this  article.  W.  S.  B.  lEditor. ) 

IT  IS  IMPOSSIBLE  TO  over-amphasize  the 
importance  of  attendance  at  Congregational 
Meeting.  We  might  say  that  the  Worship  Hour 
is  more  important  but  there  are  reasons  for  say- 
ing that  Congregational  Meeting  is  a  balance  for 
the  Worship  Hour. 

"Enter  to  worship,  depart  to  serve"  is  often 
placed  over  the  church  door.  It  is  easy  to  sit  in 
church  and  listen  to  the  Choir  or  Pastor  much 
like  we  look  upon  any  form  of  entertainment,  or 
we  might  have  our  minds  on  the  time  clock  over 
the  oven  at  home.  If  our  faith  is  active  and  ci'ea- 
tive  and  properly  cultivated  in  the  Worship 
Hour,  it  will  take  form  and  find  its  greatest  ex- 
pression in  the  Congregational  Meeting. 

It  is  at  the  Congregational  Meeting  that  the 
moral  and  spiritual  character  of  the  church  is  es- 
tablished. When  the  various  items  of  business  are 
considered  in  a  fair,  honest  way  .and  with  respect 
for  the  personality  and  interest  of  everyone,  it 
indicates  a  good  moral  and  spiritual  character. 
But  if  th'8  reverse  is  true,  it  reflects  a  bad  char- 
acter and  reveals  blind  spots  in  our  Christian 
conscieiice. 

Many  people  excuse  themselves  from  Meeting 
by  saying  "They  will  do  .as  they  please  anyway." 
That  is  not  true  e-xcept  when  members  sit  back 
and  make  it  possible. 

Others  say,  "I  don't  want  to  be  involved  in  dif- 
ference of  opinion."  There  is  much  value  in  free, 
open  discussion  of  various  problems.  It  is  in  this 
mannei*  that  the  suggestions  of  the  pastor  and 
the  boards  ai-e  cori-ectly  understood  and  properly 


adjusted  to  the  resources  and  needs  of  the  con- 
gregation. 

When  people  resort  to  disrespectful  means  to 
gain  their  own  selfish  ends,  it  indicates  that 
something  is  wrong  with  them,  not  the  Church 
or  any  fellow-member.  This  can  only  be  over- 
come by  the  fair,  honest,  sincere  members  of  the 
Congiegation  finding  their  place  in  Congrega- 
tional Meeting. 

The  greatest  contribution  that  you  can  make 
to  youi"  Church  at  this  time  is  attendance  at 
CONGREGATIONAL  MEETING. 

ORGAN  DEDICATION  AT  WARSAW. 
INDIANA.  CHURCH.  FEBRUARY  2ND 

From  Rev.  E.  J.  Beekley,  Pastor  of  our  Church  at  War- 
saw, Indiana  comes  word  of  the  dedication  of  their  new 
Baldwin  Organ. 

This  special  service  will  be  held  on  February  22nd,  and 
the  time  is  3:00  P.  M.  Mrs.  Ross  King,  A.  G.  0.  of  Win- 
ona Lake,  Indiana,  will  be  the  Guest  Organist.  She  will 
be  assisted  by  Miss  Beverly  Dirck,  outstanding  Wai-saw 
High   School  soprano,  in  presenting  the  program. 

All  Brethren  of  the  community  and  surrounding  areas 
aie  invited  to  attend. 

February  Is  The  Month  For 
The  Lifting  Of  Our  Offerings  For 
The  Support  Of  The  Brethren's 
Home,  And  Retired  Ministers 
Give  Liberally  Today! 
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Topic  for  February  22,   1953 
SHARING  OF  SUBSTANCE 

Lukt'  6:38;   II  Cor.  9:7 

YOlXc;  TEOPLE,  all  your  life  is  a  gift  from  God. 
You  are  only  the  caretakers,  or  stewards,  of  many 
precious  gifts  God  has  entrusted  into  your  keeping:  time 
itself;  your  minds  and  bodies;  money;  and  the  plan  of  a 
world  in  which  every  nxan  will  love  his  neighbor  as  him- 
self, and  will  do  all  he  can  to  help  him  know  salivation 
through  the  Lord.  God  has  confidence  in  you.  You  are  His 
stewai-ds. 

1.  WHO  IS  A  STEWARD?  One  of  the  greatest  honors 
that  can  come  to  anyone  is  to  be  asked  to  care  for  an- 
other's property.  If  your  neighbor  has  confidence  enough 
in  you  to  ask  you  to  care  for  his  lawn,  you  try  to  care 
for  it  better  than  you  would  your  own.  If  someone  leaves 
their  pet  in  your  care,  you  give  it  the  best  attention  of 
which  you  are  able,  for  you  want  it  to  be  in  the  best  of 
condition  when  the  owner  returns.  If  you  are  trusted  to 
care  for  another's  property,  you  know  that  person  has 
confidence  in  you.  To  you  and  all  mankind  God  has  given 
the  responsibility  of  caring  for  the  world  He  has  created. 

2.  MONEY,  THE  SERVANT  OF  GOD  AND  MAN. 
Money  is  something  we  all  have  in  our  possession.  What 
do  you  do  with  yours?  In  the  beginning,  when  people 
first  began  to  live  in  a  group,  there  was  no  such  thing 
as  money.  Perhaps  one  man  would  hunt,  another  would 
fish.  One  man  would  raise  grain,  another  would  raise 
sheep  and  shear  the  wool.  The  man  who  had  game  from 
the  hunt  would  trade  his  meat  for  wool  and  for  grain. 
Then  the  man  who  raised  grain  would  have  meat  to  eat, 
and  the  hunter  would  have  warm  clothing.  This  is  only  a 
crude  illustration  of  how  men  first  came  to  realize  that 
it  was  easier  for  one  man  to  specialize  in  one  product 
and  then  use  it  in  trade.  Then  as  work  became  more  and 
more  specialized  and  travel  more  extended  someone  in- 
vented money  as  a  means  of  exchange.  It  was  easier  to 
cany  around  than  meat  or  pottery. 

3.  OLD  TESTAMENT  TIMES.  In  the  beginning  the 
Hebrews  realized  that  all  their  material  possessions, 
sheep,  fruit,  grain,  and  cattle,  were  gifts  of  God.  They 
had  two  feasts  to  commemorate  that  fact.  The  first  was 
the  Day  of  First  Fruits,  or  Pentecost,  when  each  family 
brought  two  loaves  of  bread  from  the  first  grain  har- 
vested and  offeied  them  to  God  in  the  Temple.  The  sec- 
ond feast  was  at  the  end  of  harve.st  and  lasted  for  seven 
days.  The  people  made  booths  of  branches  of  trees,  lived 
in  the.se  booths  and  worshipped  God,  thanking  Him  foi' 
the  harvest.  As  the  years  went  by  the  Hebrews  began  to 
wonder  just  what  piopoition  of  their  income  or  posses- 
sions should  be  offered  to  God,  and  they  made  a  rule 
that  a  tenth  was  a  fair  amount  to  give.  Look  up  this  rule 
in  Leviticus  27:32. 

4.  IS  ONE-TENTH  ENOUGH  ?  In  the  beginning  of  the 


Hebrews'  religious  life  the  rule  of  giving  a  tenth  was  a 
very  good  rule  to  have.  It  gave  them  some  sort  of  guide 
to  use  in  planning.  Then,  as  often  happens  with  people, 
some  began  to  think  that  if  they  gave  a  tenth  of  all  they 
possessed,  that  was  all  that  was  necessary.  If  they  wor- 
shipped in  the  Temple  on  the  Sabbath  and  gave  a  tenth 
of  their  possessions,  they  could  live  as  they  pleased  the 
other  six  days  and  use  the  other  nine-tenths  of  their  pos- 
sessions unwisely  if  they  wished  to.  The  pi'ophets  among 
the  Hebrews  who  lived  close  to  God  began  to  tell  their 
fellow-countrymen  that  all  life  belonged  to  God,  and  al- 
though it  was  good  to  give  offerings  of  the  herds  and 
flocks  to  God,  still  that  was  not  enough.  Micah  made  it 
very  clear  in  Micah  6:()-8.  Then,  finally,  Jesus  came  with 
the  higliest  idea  of  how  one  can  best  serve  God.  Look  up 
His  requirements  for  entrance  into  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven  found  in  Matthew  25:34-40.  The  Hebrew  people 
came  a  long  way — from  the  time  when  their  leaders  es- 
tablished the  tenth  as  a  proper  offering  to  God,  until  the 
time  when  Jesus  said  that  a  man  owes  his  whole  life  in 
keeping  to  the  service  of  God.  ■ 

5.  HAVE  YOU  STARTED  WITH  THE  TENTH?  By 
beginning  at  the  tenth  you  can  finally  arrive  at  the  place 
where  you  realize  fully  that  all  of  life  is  God's  and  you 
are  His  stewards.  Those  of  you  young  people  who  are 
strict  with  yourselves  in  this  matter  of  the  tenth  are 
often  the  ones  who  go  beyond  and  give  generously  dur- 
ing their  entire  lives.  How  much  of  your  income  do  you 
give  to  God's  work?  ,But,  you  say,  I  don't  have  any  in- 
come." Haven't  you  had  anything  to  spend  this  past  week 
— for  candy,  allowance,  comic  books?  Have  you  spent 
nothing  at  all  ?  Haven't  you  earned  anything  ?  Think  just 
as  hard  as  you  can.  If  you  are  not  in  the  habit  of  keep- 
ing an  account  of  your  earnings  and  spendings,  this  is  a 
good  time  to  begin.  Many  young  people  have  found  that 
the  best  way  to  be  sure  to  save  the  tenth  is  to  take  one- 
tenth  of  every  bit  of  money  that  comes  into  their  hands 
and  put  in  a  separate  box  or  bank.  This  they  use  foi' 
God's  work.  Perhaps  you  and  your  group  can  make  some 
boxes  so  that  you  will  have  a  special  place  to  put  the 
Lord's  tenth. 

6.  THE  WRONG  USE  OF  YOUR  MONEY!  One  of  the 
greatest  temptations  that  comes  to  young  people  today  in 
the  use  of  their  money  is  the  temptation  to  try  to  get 
something  for  nothing;  to  spend  a  quarter  for  a  chance 
on  a  new  car;  or  to  spend  a  nickel  on  the  punch  board 
and  possibly,  get  a  dollar  box  of  candy;  or  to  bet  fifty 
cents  on  the  horse  race  and  win  five  dollars.  If  your 
money  is  a  gift  of  God,  how  can  you  fit  such  gambling 
spending  in  God's  plan  for  your  life?  All  of  these  things 
ai-e  so  made  that  they  will  produce  money  for  the  fellow 
or  company  that  opei-ates  them.  No  matter  how  often  you 
might  win  something  worth  more  than  a  nickel,  enough 
other  people  have  put  their  nickels  in  so  that  more  money 
is  spent  on  these  useless  things  than  ever  comes  out  to 
the  people  who  pay  into  them.  Many  people  in  our  mod- 
ern American  life  are  feverishly  and  foolishly  gambling 
away  money  which  should  be  put  to  the  use  of  God's 
work. 

7.  "BE  YE  DOERS  OF  THE  WORD."  Remember  God  i 
is  always  willing  to  help  if  you  ask  Him  concerning  your 
money  matters.  God  will  help  you  to  sacrifice  some  of 
your  spending  and  pleasure  money  so  that  you  may  give 
it  to  His  work  in  the  Home  and  Foreign  Mission  fields. 
Remember  the  tenth  you  put  aside  for    giving    is    God's 
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share,  and  you  may  need  to  take  out  of  your  own  shafo 
in  order  to  have  enough  to  really  help  others.  How  much 
should  you  give?  You  should  give  as  you  are  able.  Read 
Deuteronomy  16:17.  And  how  should  you  give?  You 
shold  give  cheerfully.  Paul  summed  it  all  up  in  II  Corin- 
thians 9:7.  Young  people  make  up  your  mind  concerning 
this  matter,  .and  then  stick  to  it,  and  do  it  cheerfully.  In 
this  way  you  will  really  be  sharing  your  substance. 


Vrayer  Wleetinci 
Studies 


BLESSINGS  OF  PRAYER 

What  vicious  hindi-ances  we  meet 

In  coming  to  a  mercy  seat! 

Yet  who  that  knows  the  worth  of  prayer 

But  wishes  to  be  often  there  ? 

Prayer  makes  the  darkened  cloud  withdraw. 
Prayer  climbs  the  ladder  Jacob  saw% 
Gives  exercise  to  faith  and  love, 
Brings  every  blessing  from  above. 

Restraining  prayer,  we  cease  to  fight; 
Prayer  makes  the  Christian's  armor  bright; 
And  Satan  trembles  when  he  sees 
The  weakest  saint  upon  his  knees. 

While  Moses  stood  with  arms  spread  wide. 
Success  was  found  on  Israel's  side; 
But  when  through  weariness  they  failed, 
That  moment  Amalek  prevailed. 

Have  you  no  words?  Ah!  think  again, 
Words  flow  apace  when  you  complain, 
And  fill  your  fellow  creature's  ear 
With  the  sad  tale  of  all  your  care. 

Were   half  the   breath  thus   vainly   spent 
To  Heaven  in  supplication  sent, 
Your  cheerful   song  would   oftener  be, 
"Hear  what  the  Lord  has  done  for  me." 

— William  Cowper. 

WE  SHOULD  PRAY  BECAUSE  prayer  is  com- 
manded of  God  (Jer.  33:3).  To  obey  God's  com- 
mandments is  to  be  blest  of  God  (Rev.  22:14).  But  to 
fail  to  pray  when  God  demands  it  is  a  serious  sin  of 
omission  (James  4:17).  Disobedience  is  self-will  and 
stubborness  which  are  sins  that  God  despises  (Acts  7:51). 
Our  heai'ts  are  to  be  in  the  spii'it  of  prayer  at  all  times 
(1  Thess.  5:17.) 

Jesus  commanded  His  disciples  to  watch  and  pray  in 
order  to  live  a  victorious  Christian  life  (Matt.  26:41). 
He  was  tempted  in  all  points  like  as  we  are,  but  never 
yielded  to  temptation  (Heb.  4:15).  Satan  tempted  Him 
in  a  threefold  way  as  we  are  tempted  (1  John  2:15,  16). 
We  are  to  pray  that  we  be  not  tempted  to  pride  and  that 
we  may  not  enter  into  temptation  (Matt.  6:13). 

Elijah  used  prayer  to  destroy  the  unbelief  of  the  peo- 


ple gathered  for  the  cont*;.st  at  Mount  Can;i<:l  with  th<; 
prophets  of  Baal  (I  KingK  iH:'iH,  '.i'.)).  It  in  a  natural 
thing  for  a  man  to  pray  (pHalm  fi5.2>.  Prayer  in  obliga- 
tory on  the  part  of  *;vf;ry  Christian  in  ord«;r  to  hit  filler] 
with  the  Spirit  (Kph.  5:18).  Notice  that  the  vf.-rb  "be 
filled"  is  plural  number,  present  tense,  imperative  mood, 
passive  voice.  Thus  all  were  filled  with  the  Spirit  on  thf; 
Day  of  Pentecost  (Acts  2:4).  To  be  filled  one  muHt  wait 
upon  God  (Acts  9:9).  We  need  power  with  God  instead 
of  influence  with  the  world.  "Paul  did  not  have  influence 
enough  to  stay  out  of  jail,  but  he  had  power  enough  to 
shake  the  Roman  world"  (Acts  16:20-33j.  If  the  sinle.ss 
Son  of  God  needed  to  spend  long  hours  in  prayer  .surely 
it  becomes  His  disciples  to  do  some  praying  (Luke  G:12j. 
I'l-ayer  is  petitioning  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  Mohn 
16:23).  Asking  in  any  other  name  will  not  do  (1  Tim. 
2:5).  Prayer  must  be  sincere  (Psalm  145:18).  To  have 
power  in  prayer  we  have  to  keep  our  Lord's  command- 
ments and  live  aright  in  His  sight  (1  John  3:22>.  We 
must  pray  in  faith  (Mark  11:23-24).  There  is  a  vast  dif- 
ference between  the  impetuous,  almost  despairing  prayer 
of  Jacob  (Gen.  32:26),  and  the  calm  confidence  of  Jesus 
(John  11:41,  42).  Confident  resting  in  the  Divine  finds  its 
reward  in  prayer  (John  15:7).  Selfi.shness  (James  4:3), 
stinginess  (Prov.  21:13),  and  sin  (Isa.  59:1,  2)  hinder 
prayer.  We  must  give  up  the  worldly  world  to  have  pow- 
er with  God  (Psalm  139:23,  24;  James  5:16). 
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Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vana+or 

Lesson  for  February  22.  1953 

CONQUERING  DECEIT  WITH  TRUTH 

Lesson:  Matthew  22:15-22,  34-40 

WE  GET  THE  KEY  TO  OUR  LESSON  in  the  very 
first  verse  of  our  printed  text,  in  the  words,  "Then 
went  the  Pharisees,  and  took  counsel  how  they  might  en- 
tangle him  in  his  talk."  Brother  Smith  Rose  in  his  "Verse 
by  Verse"  introduction  to  this  lesson  in  our  Brethren 
Adult  Quarterly,  says,  "People  have  a  way  of  hearing 
what  they  w^ant  to  hear.  It  is  possible  to  take  the  most 
innocent  of  remarks  and  twist  them  into  something  evil. 
If  you  like  a  person,  you  will  put  the  best  interpretation 
possible  upon  his  remarks  and  acts.  But.  if  you  dislike 
a  person,  you  will  never  be  able  to  find  anything  good  in 
what  he  says  and  does." 

In  the  above  statement  we  find  the  root  of  all  that 
caused  these  Pharisees  to  hate  the  words  and  acts  of  Je- 
sus, for  hate  them  these  men  did.  How  could  they  give 
credence  to  what  Jesus  said  when  He  frustrated  their 
every  effort  to  entangle  Him  ?  Another  has  said.  "The 
critics  of  Jesus  are  always  numerous."  Yes,  they  always 
have  been  in  evidence  since  the  day  of  His  birth.  But 
Jesus  always  met  their  questions  either  with  an  equally 
difficult  query  which  they  did  not  care  to  answer  for  fear 
of  incriminating  themselves,  or  just  because  the  question 
was  so  apparent  in  its  insinuation  that  it  needed  no  dii^ect 
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answer.  Kut  ever  the  matter  turned  out  the  same  way, 
for  Jesus'  answers  were  at  all  times  as  sharp  as  a  knife 
that  cut  straight  into  the  very  heart  of  the  matter,  leav- 
ing His  questionei-s  on  the  wrong  end  of  the  answer. 
How  foolish  for  mere  man  to  even  attempt  to  question 
Jesus  on  any  subject  or  try  to  confound  Him.  Was  He 
not  the  One  who  had  created  all  things,  in  whoso  mind 
all  things  were  formed,  and  who  gave  to  man  the  ability 
to  think  and  to  reason?  Had  these  Pharisees  realized  this 
they  would  have  been  less  eager  to  come  to  grips  witli 
Him  on  any  occasion. 

And  is  it  not  strange  what  "bedfellows"  a  common 
cause  brings  about — the  Pharisees  joining  forces  with  the 
HeixKlians?  In  reality  they  hated  each  other,  for  they  liad 
nothing  in  common  except,  perhaps,  their  common  an- 
cestry and  their  hatred  of  Jesus.  But  we  find  them  join- 
ing forces  in  a  purpose  which  could  only  speak  ill  for 
Jesus.  Tlieir  only  desire  was  to  get  rid  of  Him  one  way 
or  another  and  they  would  stoop  to  any  depths  to  ac- 
complish their  purpose. 

Here  is  an  evident  attempt  to  force  Jesus  into  a  di- 
lemma from  which  there  was  no  escape,  with  the  Phari- 
sees i-epresenting  the  Jewish  part  and  the  Herodians  the 
governmental  pait.  The  question  is  on  the  "right"  of  the 
payment  of  the  "tribute  money."  This  was  to  support 
the  Roman  government  and  was  a  very  "ticklish"  matter. 
To  answer  in  the  affirmative  would  bring  condemnation 
against  Him  from  the  Pharisees  as  representatives  of  the 
Jewish  attitude  of  hatred  toward  the  Romans.  And  to  an- 
swer in  the  negative  would  brand  Him  as  an  enemy  of 
the  Roman  Caesar.  Surely  now,  after  so  many  attempts, 
they  had  Him  where  He  could  not  get  away.  But  to  their 
consternation  Jesus  was  ready  for  them.  But  what  else 
could  they  expect? 

Then  in  the  portion  of  the  chapter  not  printed  be- 
tween the  first  and  second  sections  of  our  lesson  (the 
23i-d  to  the  34th  verses)  we  find  the  Sadducees  con- 
founded by  His  answer  to  their  question  on  the  resurrec- 
tion in  which  they  did  not  believe. 

So  we  find  ourselves  back  to  the  Pharisees,  who  ai'e 
not  .satisfied  that  they  yet  cannot  entangle  Him.  But 
again  He  brings  their  attempt  to  naught  by  a  simple 
question  of  His  own  (Matt.  22:41-46)  until  in  the  very 
last  vei-se  of  the  22nd  chapter  we  read,  "And  no  man  was 
able  to  answer  him  a  word,  neither  durst  any  man  fiom 
that  day  forth  ask  him  any  more  questions. 

How  useless  to  even  attempt  to  criticize  Jesus,  for  He 
Himself  is  "Truth,"  and  as  such  is  the  very  opposite  of 
deceit  and  error. 
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How  About 
Your  Offerings?? 


BENEVOLENT  ()KFERLN(; 

(For   Brethren's   Honu'  and   Retiied   Ministeis'  Fund) 
Make  checks  payable  to  L.  V.  King,  Treasurer,  and  ad 
dress  Rev.  L.  V.  King,  10.3.3  K.  Main  St.,  Loui.sville.  Ohio. 


SCHROCK.  Harvey  J.  Schrock,  90,  retired  carpenter 
and  the  oldest  charter  member  of  the  First  .Brethren 
Church,  Goshen,  Indiana,  passed  to  the  life  beyond,  in  the 
early  morning  of  November  24th,  1952.  He  had  been  ill 
for  about  ten  months. 

He  was  born  near  Goshen  on  April  1,  1862,  a  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  D.  Schrock.  In  1884,  he  was  married 
to  Millie  L.  Hazel,  who  preceded  him  in  death  in  1936. 

He  is  survived  by  one  daughter,  Mrs.  B.  J.  (Hazel) 
Rohrer,  of  Elkhart;  granddaughter,  Mrs.  Charles  (Cora- 
belle)  Watson,  of  Elkhart,  and  a  step-grandchild,  Berlin 
Rohrer,  of  Foraker. 

Funeral  services  were  held  from  the  First  Brethren 
Church,  Goshen,  with  Rev.  W.  I.  Duker  and  the  under- 
signed in  charge,  with  burial  in  Forest  Grove  cemetery. 

Brother  Schrock  was  a  subscriber  and  ardent  reader  of 
The  Brethren  Evangelist  for  more  than  sixty  years.  He 
held  the  honored  position  of  Deacon  Board  member  in 
the  Goshen  Church. 

W.  E.  Ronk,  Pastor. 


HASKINS.  Mrs.  Civilla  Haskins,  80,  one  of  the  oldest 
members  of  the  Second  Brethren  Church,  Johnstown,  Pa., 
passed  from  this  life  to  her  eternal  home,  January  8, 
1953.  She  had  been  a  member  of  the  Second  Church  for 
about  50  years.  Death  came  in  her  sleep. 

She  is  survived  by  one  son,  John  B.  Griffith,  and  grand 
son,  Raymond  Griffith,  and  one  sister,  Mrs.  Jemima  Mey 
ers. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  Henderson  Fu 
ncaral  Home,  on  January  10th,  by  her  Pastor,  the  under 
signed,  assisted  by  Rev.  lE.  M.  Riddle,  Pastor  of  the  Third 
Brethren  Church,  with  burial  in  Richland  Cemetery. 

Bruce  C.  Shanholtz,  Pastor. 
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KNIGHT.  Lawrence  Gayle  Knight  was  born  in  Wil- 
liamstown,  Ohio,  September  10,  1887,  and  departed  this 
life  on  January  11,  1953,  at  the  age  of  65  years.  He  was 
the  son  of  Alonzo  D.  and  Irene  Woods  Knight.  He  mar- 
ried Lola  Bowers,  May  17,  1913,  who  survives. 

Children  surviving  are  daughters,  Mrs.  RoUand  Bame, 
Mrs.  Charles  Oman,  Mrs.  Walter  Rodabaugh,  and  son  Joe. 
A  daughter,  Esther  Irene,  died  in  infancy.  There  are 
seven  grandchildren.  A  brother,  Sharon  L.  Knight,  sui- 
vives,  with  two  brothers  and  one  sister  preceding  him  in 
death. 

Brother  Knight  united  wdth  the  Williamstown  First 
Brethren  Church,  January  1,  1925,  and  has  been  a  faith- 
ful member  ever  since.  He  was  a  kind  and  loving  husband 
and  father. 

The  funeral  was  conducted  by  the  undersigned,  his 
Pastor. 

David   Lee   Rambsel. 
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FLORA,  INDIANA 

At  our  recent  business  meeting,  we  elected  Sunday 
School  and  Church  officers.  Our  Woman's  Missionary  So- 
ciety met  recently  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Devon  Humbai- 
ger.  The  Sisterhood  met  at  the  church  where  they  rolled 
bandages  for  the  African  Mission  Fields.  Our  busy  days 
continue  with  the  Laymen  meeting  on  January  12th,  with 
a  nice  program  and  light  refreshments.  Family  night  was 
obsei-ved  on  January  13th,  with  a  carry  in  supper,  fol- 
lowed by  a  nice  program  and  fellowship  together. 

Our  Pastor,  Rev.  C.  A.  Stewart,  was  honored  by  the 
Flora  Ministerial  Association  by  being  elected  its  Vice- 
President.  Brother  Stewart  is  also  a  member  of  the  Daily 
Vacation   Bible    School   Committee   of  the   Ministerium. 

We  ask  for  prayer  for  the  sick  of  the  Brethren's 
Home,  especially  for  Bi'other  J.  W.  Brower,  who  is  on 
the  critical  list.  We,  of  the  Flora  Church  meet  at  the 
Home  every  Wednesday  at  2:00  P.  M.,  for  prayer  ser- 
vices. 

Mrs.  Bessie  Allen,  Cor.  Sec. 

GREETINGS  FROM  CUMBERLAND  (MD.)  CHURCH 

We  always  enjoy  reading  about  the  activities  of  other 
churches,  so  also,  I  expect  they  do  likewise. 

We  held  a  two  week's  evangelistic  meeting  the  latter 
part  of  November  with  Brother  Claud  Studebaker  as  our 
Evangelist.  He  was  well  received,  being  a  very  forceful 
speaker.  Folks  marveled  at  his  unusual  ability  to  read  all 
his  scripture  (that  was  used  in  his  sermons)  from  mem- 
ory. 

Many  were  enlightened  in  the  scriptures  as  a  result  of 
a  Question  Box. 

There  were  no  visible  results  but  I  know  that  Chris- 
tians were  edified  because  of  the  many  fine  comments  we 
heard  on  both  the  sermons  preached  as  well  as  about  the 
Evangelist.  The  following  Sunday,  a  young  man  and  wife 
made  a  first  time  confession.  They  were  baptized  and  re- 
ceived into  full  fellowship  on  the  same  day.  We  are  still 
expecting  others  as  a  result  of  this  meeting. 

Brother  Studebaker  not  only  preached,  but  was  busy 
continually  (accompanied  by  our  Pastor)  visiting 
throughout  the  two  weeks.  He  also  spoke  on  the  i-adio  on 
Sunday  morning,  and  at  Sunday  School  he  spoke  to  the 
children  as  well  as  to  the  Brethren  Youth  Crusaders.  He 
taught  our  Young  People's  Class. 

He  had  a  consecration  service  for  several  children,  in- 
cluding one  of  his  grandchildren. 

We  as  a  church  also  had  the  privilege  of  meeting  El- 
don  Studebaker,  Brother  Studebaker's  oldest  son,  and  his 


lovely   wiff:   ;ind   children,    who    vJHited    and    worHhipp'Kl 
with  us  thjc'«;  different  serviccH. 

As  a  church,  we  felt  that  if  Brother  Studfebaker  could 
have  stayed  another  week  (which  he  thought  wan  impf}»- 
.sible)  much  moje  could  have  been  accomplished.  But  we 
fully  believe  in  God's  promise  when  He  Haid,  "Cast  your 
bread  upon  the  waters,  and  it  will  not  return  unto  thee 
void." 

Brother  Studebaker  also  took  part  in  our  dedication 
service  of  our  parsonage.  Biothei-  E.  L.  Miller,  Pastor  of 
our  Church  at  Muurertown,  Virginia,  was  guest  .speaker 
for  this  special  service. 

Our  minister,  .Brother  Milton  M.  Robinson,  i.s  on  the 
radio  for  15  minutes  each  day,  and  for  one  half  hour 
on  Sunday  morning.  We  also  had  a  very  nice  Christmas 
service,  both  morning  and  evening  of  December  21st.  Sis- 
ter Robinson  and  Dulina  Schriver  were  responsible  for 
these  two  programs. 

We  covet  an  interest  in  your  prayers  for  continued 
blessings  of  the  Lord  for  our  church. 

Your  sister  in  Christ, 

Mrs.  F.  L.  Beachley,  Cor,  Sec. 


WITH  THE  LAYMEN 


NOTICE 

SOUTHERN   INDIANA    DISTRICT    LAYMEN 

The  LajTTien  of  the  First  Bi-ethreii  Church  of 
Roann,  Indiana,  will  be  hosts  to  the  Laymen  of 
the  Southern  Indiana  District  on  ^Monday  eve- 
ning, February  16th.  This  meeting-  will  be  held 
at  the  Roann  High  School  building,  located  at  the 
east  edge  of  town. 

Supper  served  from  6:00  to  7:30.  and  program 
following.         Guy  V.  Purdy,  District  Secretary. 


NORTHERN  INDIANA  LAYMEN'S 

MEETING 

WARSAW,  INDIANA 

MARCH  2ND,  6:30  P.  M. 

Guest  Organist — Richard  Seifken,  of  the  Free 
Methodist  Hour. 

Guest  Speaker — Internationally  known  Hobart 
Creighton,  who  has  just  returned  home  from  a 
tour  of  Liberia,  Africa,  as  a  guest  of  R.  G.  Le- 
Torneau.  Mr.  Creighton  was  for  8  years,  speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

LAYMEN:  DON'T  MISS  THIS  MEETING! 
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Famous  Christian  Paintings 


TWELVE   full-color  reproductions 
in  a  variety  of 

Three  Popular  Priced  Frames 

Suitable  for  Office,  Classroom,  or  Home 


TtALll  ME  THV  WAY 

?6.95  Style 


CHRIST  AT  DAWN 

$3.95  Style 


BOY  CHRIST 

$1.95  Style 


The  $6.95  Series 

Order  by  number 


A  burnished  bronze  frame  with  decorative  corners.  This  neat 
pattern  sets  off  the  pictures  with  a  pleasing  effect.  Over-all  size 
18'/2x22V2  inches.  Carefully  packed  for  safe  delivery.  This  series  of 
twelve  Sallman  masterpieces  represents  high  value  for  the  price  aslced. 


No.  M4700  Head  of  Christ 

No.  M4701  Gethsemane 

No.  M4702  Hearfs  Door 

No.  M4703  Good  Shepherd 

No.  M4704  Boy  Christ 

No.  M4705  Christ  at  Dawn 


No.  M4706 
No.  M4709 
No.  M4710 
No.  1V147J1 
No.  M4712 
No.  M4713 


Children's  Friend 
We  Would  See  Jesus 
Follow  Thou  Me 
The  Lord's  Supper 
Christ  Our  Pilot 
Teach  Me  Thy  Way 


The  $3.95  Series 

Order  by  number 


A  low-priced  but  neat  frame.  Burnished  bronze  finish.  Over-all 
size  12'2xl6  inches.  Modest  price  permits  a  wide  use  in  public 
places   as   well   as   in   the   home.   Order   the  picture   of   your   choice. 


No.  M4500 
No.  M4501 
No.  M4502 
No.  M4303 
No.  M4504 
No.  M4505 


Head  of  Christ 
Gethsemane 
Heart's  Door 
Good  Shepherd 
Boy  Christ 
Christ  at  Dawn 


No.  M4506 
No.  1V14509 
No.  M4510 
No.  M4511 
No.  M4512 


Children's  Friend 
We  Would  See  Jesus 
Follow  Thou  Me 
The  Lord's  Supper 
Christ  Our  Pilot 


No.   M4513  Teach  Me  Thy  Way 


The  $1.95  Series 

Order  by  number 


Here  is  truly  a  bargain  for  those  who  must  limit  their  expenditure 
for  classroom  or  gift  purposes.  Molding  is  finished  in  burnished 
bronze.   Over-all  size   9V4XllV2    inches. 


No.  M4300 
No.  M4301 
No.  M4302 
No.  M4303 
No.  M4304 
No.  M4305 


Head  of  Christ 
Gethsemane 
Heart's  Door 
Good  Shepherd 
Boy  Christ 
Christ  at  Dawn 


No.  M4306  Children's  Friend 

No.  M4309  We  Would  See  Jesus 

No.  M4310  Follow  Thou  Me 

No.  M43H  The  Lord's  Supper 

No.  M4312  Christ  Our  Pilot 

No.  M4313  Teach  Me  Thy  Way 


Head 


Gethsemane 


Heart's  Door        Good  Shepherd 


Children's 
Friend 


We  Would 
See  Jesus 


All  pj,ctures  individually  boxed. 


Order  from   The  Brethren  Publishing  Co. 
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Official  Organ  of  'I'he  Hietliien  Cliuicl 
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Have 


You 


Opened 


Your 


Heart's 


Door 


To 


Him  ? 


Revelation 
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The  Younj?  Men's  Quartet  also  has  made  several    ap 
pea  ranees  on  the  radio. 
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Items  of  general  Intcresi 


OAK  HILL,  WEST  VIRGINIA.  January  morning  wor- 
ship sei'vices  of  our  church  were  hroadcast  over  radio 
station  WOAY.  The  Pastor,  Rev.  Arthur  H.  Tinkel,  was 
the  morning  devotional  speaker  over  this  same  station, 
for  a  week,  recently. 


VINCO,  PENNA.  The  Gideon  Male  Chorus  of  Johns' 
town,  is  scheduled  a  present  a  Sacred  Musical  Concert  in 
the  Vinco  Church  on  the  evening  of  February  22nd.  The 
appearance  of  the  chorus  at  this  time  is  sponsored  by  the 
young  people  of  the  church. 

MASONTOWN,  PENNA.  Brother  William  Keeling 
gives  emphasis  on  the  summer  camping  program  through 
his  bulletin,  by  urging  the  young  people  to  use  their  spe- 
cial banks  in  saving  money  for  the  camp.  Brother  Keel- 
ing predicts  a  fine  representation  of  young  people  from 
Masontown  at  Camp  Juniata  this  summer. 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  Gratis  Church  will  certainly  not  be 
caught  asleep  when  District  Conference  time  rolls  around 
this  June.  Already  they  are  making  plans  for  rooms  and 
meals,  in  preparation  for  their  entertainment  of  the 
Ohio  District  Conference,  according  to  Brother  William  S. 
Crick's  bulletin. 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  The  Pastor,  Brother  Willis  lE. 
Ronk,  on  February  8th,  showed  slides  of  our  mission  work 
at  Tucson,  Arizona,  and  spoke  about  our  Home  Mission 
work.  Brother  Ronk  held  a  meeting  for  the  Tucson  church 
the  latter  part  of  1952,  and  is  well  acquainted  with  the 
work  there. 

NAPPANEE,  INDIANA.  In  the  absence  of  the  Pastor, 
Rev.  Virgil  E.  Meyer,  who  was  speaking  at  the  Burling- 
ton Brethren  Church,  Brother  W.  I.  Duker,  occupied  the 
Nappanee  pulpit  on  Sunday  morning,  February  8th.  Rev. 
Don  Jennings  spoke  at  the  evening  service. 

NORTH  LIBERTY,  INDIANA.  Brother  Edgar  Berk- 
shire informs  us  that  they  had  a  special  treat  on  the 
evening  of  January  25th,  when  Brother  and  Sister  Oygard 
showed  the  pictures  which  they  took  on  their  recent  trip 
to  Europe,  and  gave  a  commentary  on  the  same.  The  ser- 
vice was  sponsored  by  the  local  Sisterhood. 

COLLEGE  CORNER,  INDIANA.  We  have  received  the 
first  issue  of  a  Monthly  News  Letter,  published    by    the 

(Continued  on  page  10) 


ATTENTION:    LITERATURE  SECRETARIES 
AND  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  SUPERINTENDENTS 

Second  Quarter  Order  Blanks  have  been  mailed.  If  you 
fail  to  receive  one,  please  notify  the  office. 

BE  SURE  TO  RETURN  THEM  AS  SOON  AS  POSSIBLE 
to  insure  receiving  your  Sunday  School  supplies  on  tinne. 
ORDER  NOW,  AND  AVOID  DELAY. 

The  Brethren  Publishing  Connpany, 
Ashland,    Ohio. 
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ABOUT  THIS  TIME  many  Americans  are  busy  filling 
out  their  income  tax  blanks.  Millions  upon  millions  of 
Americans  will  complete  these  forms  and  have  them  filed 
with  their  government  as  a  statement  of  their  finances 
for  1952. 

CHURCH  PEOPLE,  TOO 

Let  us  note  that  nearly  every  adult  church  member  will 
come  under  this  requirement  of  filing  a  report — all  wage 
earners  and  all  husbands  and  wives  who  file  "joint  re- 
turns." 

We  would  focus  your  attention  on  that  portion  of  the 
blank  which  automatically  allows  a  10%  deduction  to 
cover  gifts  to  churches,  charities,  etc.  If  you  take  the 
time,  or  are  required  by  law,  to  make  out  the  "long 
form,"  the  government  permits  you  to  deduct  as  high 
as  20%. 

HOW  MUCH? 

This  bi'ings  up  the  question  of  the  Christian's  obliga- 
tion to  his  church,  since  he  is  granted  the  privilege  by 
his  government.  Let  us  see  what  the  Word  of  God  has  to 
say  about  it. 

Leviticus  27:30  tells  us  that  the  tithe  is  the  Lord's.  In 
Micah  3:10,  we  are  told  to  bring  all  the  tithes  into  the 
storehouse.  Jesus,  Himself  advocated  tithing  in  His 
teaching. 

IS  10%  THE  ANSWER? 

Then,  is  that  the  amount  we  are  to  give  unto  the  Lord  ? 
Bear  in  mind  that  we  are  stewards  of  all  that  we  have. 
Nothing  is  ours  to  keep.  What  you  have  now,  you  either 
earned  or  received  as  an  inheritance,  or  gift.  When  you 
die,  you  will  leave  it  all  here.  "The  earth  is  the  Lord's.'" 
What  we  call  our  own  is  but  that  of  which  we  are  stew- 
ards. 

God  says  pointedly  that  one-tenth  of  what  we  produce, 
earn  or  receive  automatically  is  to  be  returned  to  Him. 
We  must  likewise  make  good  use  of  the  other  90%. 

You  may  say,  "Well,  the  Old  Testament  commands 
were  made  of  none  effect  when  Jesus  fulllled  the  law  of 
Moses.  That  is  true.  Yet  because  we  are  not  under  law, 
is  our  responsibility  to  not  kill,  to  not  steal,  to  not  com- 
mit adultery,  to  not  covet,  any  less?  Has  our  obligation 
to  remember  the  Sabbath  Day,  to  not  take  God's  Name 
in  vain,  to  not  make  graven  images,  any  less?  It  is  not! 

RESPONSIBILITY  GREATER 

Christ  fulfilled  the  law    of    Moses,    and    sun-ounded    it 


with  the  law  of  Love — for  God  and  for  our  fellowmen. 
The  irrevocable  and  unchanging  standard  of  God  has 
never  changed  one  bit!  The  love  of  Christ  in  our  hearts 
makes  us  want  to  keep  His  laws  the  very  best  we  can. 
The  responsibility  increases,  because  under  Christ  we  are 
motivated  by  love,  to  go  farther  and  to  do  more  than 
that  actually  required  by  law. 

Paul  sets  the  keynote  in  I  Corinthians  16:2  in  telling 
us  that  upon  the  first  day  of  the  week,  we  are  to  give  as 
the  Lord  has  blessed  us.  This  rises  above  the  law,  above 
the  tenth,  limited  only  by  our  devotion  to  God,  and  our 
love  for  our  fellowmen. 

NOW,  THAT  DEDUCTION 

Do  you  know  what  10%  of  the  income  of  our  church 
members  would  do  to  our  Church — our  Denomination — to 
the  members? 

In  the  first  place  it  would  cause  considerable  wreckage 
of  local  church  and  Denominational  budgets.  It  would 
cause  a  hilarious  commotion  the  like  of  which  has  not 
been  seen  for  many  a  year.  In  churches  whex-e  the  Dox- 
ology  is  sung  by  the  congregation  as  the  filled  offering 
plates  are  carried  to  the  altar,  it  would  result  in  a  song 
of  heavenly  praise  as  never  heard  before. 

It  would  transform  the  members  into  joyful,  loving, 
happy  Christians.  Every  local  budget  and  Denominational 
budget  would  have  to  be  revised  to  accommodate  the  tre- 
mendous increase  in  financial  gifts. 

The  echo  of  it  would  resound  to  the  ends  of  the  earth, 
as  missions,  college,  publishing  house,  benevolences,  youth 
work,  Sunday  School  work,  etc.,  would  increase  their 
value  and  use  as  the  Church  moved  forwaiti  for  Christ. 

All  this,  and  more,  in  the  fonn  of  pei"Sonal  blessings 
and  joys,  would  i-esult.  Just  ask  anyone  who  does  tithe! 

And  yet — very  few  people  will  resist  the  temptation  to 
take  that  10  to  20%  reduction! 

HOW  TO  FIGURE  YOUR   10% 

The  Christian  whose  heart  is  open  to  Chi'ist  \\ill  never 
need  to  "figure"  his  tithe,  because  his  actual  giving  will 
be  far  greater  than  the  tithe!  We  have  heard  people  as- 
sert that  they  cannot  figure  their  tithe  because  they  do 
not  know  just  how  much  they  do  make.  Imagine  the  gov- 
ernment accepting  such  a  statement  on  the  tax  blank! 

Be  on  the  safe  side.  Figure  an  estimated  10%  and  if 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  when  you  figure  your  tax  report, 
make   up  the  difference  and  give  it.  If  you  figui-e  close 

(Continued  on  page  10 "> 
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TX  OUR  PREVIOUS  DISCUSSION,  an  attempt  w.as 
made  to  point  out  some  of  fhe  primary  arguments  used 
today  for  non-acceptance  of  the  teaching  of  the  Virgin 
Birth,  and  in  this  presentation,  the  writer  tried  also,  to 
point  out  the  fallacies  of  the  arguments  that  were  pre- 
sented. In  this  second  discussion,  an  effort  is  being  set 
forth  to  present  such  arguments  as  are  valid  in  defense 
of  the  teachings  relating  to  the  Virgin  Birth  of  Christ. 
And,  in  closing  the  discussion,  reasons  are  set  forth 
which  indicate  the  real  underlying  purpose  in  the  effort 
to  do  away  with  the  Scriptural  teaching  of  the  Virgin 
Birth. 

I.  An  acceptance  of  the  .Bible,  as  God's  Word,  makes 
it  imperative  that  this  frequently  argued  question  be  ac- 
cepted as  presented  by  the  Scriptures.  No  one  has  the 
right  to  add  to  or  subtract  from  the  Book.  And  when 
.such  a  right  is  claimed,  there  is  no  point  of  limitation, 
for  one  has  just  as  good  a  right  to  delete  as  has  another. 
If  the  Virgin  Birth  can  be  denied,  so  can  the  Hope  of 
Salvation;  if  the  Virgin  Birth  is  to  be  foi-gotten,  there  is 
no  i-eason  to  feel  that  high  standards  of  morality  or 
Christian  ethics  should  not  also  be  forgotten.  If  the  New 
Testament  Scriptures  dealing  with  the  Birth  of  Christ 
are  to  be  ignored,  it  simply  means  that  the  Old  Testa- 
ment portions  that  deal  with  the  prophecies  of  His  birth 
are  being  denied.  Christianity  is  based  upon  faith — upon 
a  belief  and  an  acceptance  of  the  Book.  And  even  in  in- 
stance.s  where  a  Christian  is  unable  to  completely  undei- 
.stand,  whether  he  can  prove  to  his  own  satisfaction  oi 
not,  the  Bible  must  be  unquestionably  accepted  or  the 
Christian  has  no  anchorage — no  basis  for  any  acceptance. 
There  is  mystery  about  Godliness,  and  until  God  makes 
all  things  known  to  us — until  such  time  as  we  stop  seeing 
"through  a  glass  darkly"  some  things  are  going  to  be 
be  with-held  from  our  complete  understanding.  And  in 
such  areas,  the  Christian  exercises  faith. 

II.  If  we  believe  that  God  was  incarnate  in  the  person 
of  Jesus  Chri.st,  then  we  must  believe  in  the  Virgin 
Birth.  God  in  the  flesh  is  mijaculous.  So  why  not  a  mirac- 
ulous appearance  as  He  revealed  Himself  to  man?  Why 
should  any  one,  born  of  a  union  of  man  and  woman  have 
the  right  to  claim  a  unique  distinction  as  Christ  claimed 
it?  If  Christ  was  no  different  from  any  other,  He  had  no 
right  to  such  a  claim.  But  by  virtue  of  a  miraculous 
birth.  He  was  different.  And  because  He  was  different. 
He  was  able  to  meet  the  need  of  any  human  heart.  Had 
Christ  been   only  another  man,  He  could   havr;    been    no 


more  helpful  than  any  other  human  being.  ,But  being 
human,  eating  and  sleeping,  becoming  lonely  and  dis- 
tressed, longing  for  fellowship  and  companionship — He 
still  was  more  than  human,  and  so  could  fulfill  man's 
greatest  need.  And  because  of  this  unique  difference,  Je- 
sus Christ  established  a  means  of  relationship  and  con- 
tact between  God  and  man  that  provided  for  all  mankind, 
an  atonement.  In  Him,  too,  we  thus  find  an  Advocate,  and 
an  ever  present  Companion  and  Comforter.  Apart  from 
this  unique  and  miraculous  appearance,  these  would  have 
all  been  denied  to  mankind.  In  the  coming  of  Jesus 
Christ,  through  ,a  "biological  impossibility,"  man  was  able 
to  be  established  in  a  completely  new  relationship  with 
God;  he  was  made  acceptable  as  a  son  of  God. 

III.  An  acceptance  of  the  Gospels  makes  the  accep- 
tance of  the  Virgin  Birth  necessary.  The  Gospel  writers 
give  more  attention  to  this  subject  than  they  do  to  the 
Transfiguration,  or  to  the  sermons  and  prayers  of  Christ.1 
We  accept  these,  and  we  believe  the  word  of  the  Gospel 
writers  I'elative  to  these  subjects.  If  the  writers  of  the 
Gospels  aie  to  be  trusted  only  in  certain  ideas  that  they 
put  forth,  their  trustworthiness  can  be  immediately  ques- 
tioned. If  we  believe  the  Gospels,  we  must  accept  thsi 
miraculous  birth  of  our  Lord. 

IV.  Likewise,  if  we  are  willing  to  accept  the  fact  that 
Jesus   was   sinless,   we   have  no  choice  but  to  accept  the, 
miraculous  birth.  Had  Jesus  been  born  as  all  mankind  is: 
born,  He  too  would  have  been  sinful.  "That  which  is  born 
of  the  flesh  is  flesh."  Mary  herself  was  unable  to  under-' 
stand  how  such  a  birth  could  be  possible  when  the  angel 
announced  it  to  her,  but  the  .angel  gave  her  the  answer; 
"The   Holy   Ghost   shall   come  upon  thee."  Another  diffi-i 
culty  very  naturally  arises  here:  how  could  One,  born  ol 
a  human  mother,  be  sinless?  The  Catholic  church  has  seU 
tied  this  (juestion  for  itself  by  making  the  mother  sinless 
and  divine,  in   its  teaching  of  its  doctrine  called  the  Im-; 
maculate  Conception.  But  this  is  not  the  answer,  nor  is  it 
Biblical.  However,  the  answer  is  definitely  given  in  Luke 
1:35   in   the   answer  of  the  angel  who  says:  "The  powei 
of  the   highest  shall   overshadow  thee."    This    gives    th( 
only  answer  necessary  in  order  that  the  Child  might  be 
bom  sinless.  Miracle?  Yes!  But  if  no  miracle  is  permis- 
sible here,  how  can  we  expect  any  miracle  of  God's  grac( 
to  save  us  from  sin  ? 

V.  A   denial    of  Jesus'   Virgin   Birth   does    more    thai 
make  Christ  the  son  of  Joseph.  It  makes  Him  a  child  oi 
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illigitimacy.  Mary  was  unmarried  whon  she  "became 
?reat  with  child."  The  heart  of  Joseph  was  heavy  when 
ne  discovered  her  condition.  Therel"oi-e,  if  Jesus  is  not  the 
Son  of  God,  by  a  miraculous,  physically  impossible  birth, 
He  is  the  son  of  an  unknown  man.  To  even  think  such  a 
hing  is  blasphemous,  yet,  inany  in  their  denial  of  the 
Virgin   Birth  are  guilty  of  this  sin  of  blasphemy. 

VI.  Unless  you  accept  the  teaching  of  the  Virgin 
Birth,  you  must  yield  your  claim  on  Christ  for  salvation, 
for  apart  from  His  Miraculous  Birth  and  Life,  .and  His 
Vicai'ious  Death,  there  is  no  Hope.  No  mere  son  of  Jo- 
seph and  Mary  or  of  any  other  human  beings,  good  oi' 
atherwise,  can  provide  the  necessary  means  of  acceptance 
before  God.  Without  an  acceptance  of  His  Virgin  Birth, 
you  have  no  claim  upon  the  Resurrection,  upon  the  New 
Birt'h,  noi-  upon  His  Coming  Again.  The  life  of  Jesus 
Christ  must  stand  in  its  entirety;  it  can't  be  divided  up 
ind  acceptes  or  rejected  according  to  man's  w'hims  and 
fancies,  or  according  to  his  limited  understanding.  The 
ivhole  supernatural  character  of  Jesus'  ministry  upon 
jarth  must  be  rejected  if  His  supernatural  entrance  into 
jthe  world  can't  be  accepted.  And  if  any  part  of  this  su- 
pernatural life  is  to  be  denied,  man's  hope  is  based  upon 
the  decayed  and  scattered  remains  of  a  body  that  was 
once  placed  in  Joseph's  tomb. 

In  closing  this  discussion,  the  reasons  for  the  attack 
upon  this  doctrine  of  the  Scriptures  need  to  be  examined 
and  considered: 

I.  The  opposition  to  this  teaching  is  definitely  one  of 
Satan's  devices  to  undermine  the  veracity  of  God's  Word. 
If  the  devil  can  succeed  in  causing  man  to  believe  that 
the  Bible  is  unreliable,  he  has  won  a  singular  victory 
which  will  keep  man  from  salvation.  The  Word  is  in- 
spired of  God,  and  it  is  all  inspired.  No  man  has  any 
right  to  subtract  from  it  or  to  alter  it  in  any  way.  And 
this    applies    to    the    teaching    on    the    Virgin    Birth. 


\\.  The  attack  on  the  Virgin  Biith  Ik  a  dcvicf.  of  the 
lUiv'ii  again,  to  deny  anything  in  the  realm  of  the  mirac- 
ulous or  supernatural.  If  the  miraculouH  element  in  the 
birth  of  Christ  is  to  be  denied,  where  would  man  Htop  in 
oth(;r  denials?  Anything  not  understandable  or  explain- 
able to  man  would  have  to  be  discarded.  And  when  such 
a  progian)  takes  place,  there  is  nothing  left  upon  which 
lo  f)ase  any  hope. 

III.  The  third  device  that  Satan  use.s  in  hi.s  attack 
ujjon  the  Virgin  Birth  is  the  one  in  which  he  endeavors 
to  deny  the  Deity  of  Christ.  There  is  no  objection  on  his 
part  to  Christ's  being  accepted  as  an  ideal  man,  as  a  per- 
fect pattern,  arid  as  an  example  for  man  to  follow — so 
long  .as  He  remains  on  the  level  of  manhood.  If  Christ 
can  be  made  to  be  believed  simply  the  son  of  a  human 
father  and  mother,  Satan  will  have  accomplished  his  pur- 
pose of  making  Christ's  death  of  no  effect,  for  God  could 
not  accept  only  a  human  sacrifice  to  atone  for  oui'  sins. 
In  Christ  we  have  the  "more  than  human"  sacrifice. 

There  are  many  who  are  disillusioned  on  this  question, 
and  perhaps  innocently  so.  But  the  Scripture  teaches  that 
"Every  spirit  that  confesseth  not  that  Jesus  Christ  is 
come  in  the  flesh  is  of  the  Anti-Christ."  And  anyone  who 
fails  to  confess  Christ  as  Lord  is  none  of  His.  Therefore, 
whether  innocently  done  or  not,  the  denial  of  Christ  and 
His  miraculous  birth  is  a  program  of  enmity  against 
God,  and  we  need  to  be  diligently  on  guard  against  any 
who  make  such  denial.  Don't  be  side-tracked  on  this  great 
doctrine  by  appeals  to  reason  and  intellect  .  Its  accep- 
tance is  basic  to  man's  salvation,  and  we  dare  not  reject 
or  deny  it. 

New  Lebanon,  Ohio. 
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I.     THE   CHRISTIAN   CHURCH:        HER   CREED 

A  creed  is  a  statement  of  belief.  From  the  Christian 
point  of  view  it  is  the  body  of  doctrines  confessed  by  be- 
livers.  Without  faith  it  is  impossible  to  please  God.  (.He- 
brews 11:6).  But  faith  requires  content;  there  must  be 
something  to  be  believed.  Jesus  commands  us  to  believe 
in  the  Gospel.  (Mark  1:15).  Paul  speaks  of  a  pattern  or 
rule  or  form  of  doctrine.  (.Romans  6:17).  Jude  speaks  of 
the  faith  once  for  all  committed  to  the  saints.  (.Jude  3). 
This  is  the   general   statement  of  the  New  Testament. 

But  a  body  of  faith,  a  standard  of  belief  to  be'  worth 
anything  at  all  in  this  world  of  changeable  opinions  must 
possess  certain  positive  and  distinguishing  characteristics. 

1.  It  must  speak  with  ultimate  authority  on  spiritual 
matters. 

2.  Its  message  must  be  absolute,  the  last  because  it  must 
be  the  supreme  word  on  the  fundamental  themes  of  life. 

3.  It  must  attest  itself  by  its  ideals  and  by  its  fruits. 
These  marks  distinguish  the  New  Testament.  Jesus  has 

spoken.  His  words  do  not  grow  obsolete.  They  cannot  be 
superceded.  His  word  is  God's  perfect,  final  and  complete 
revelation  to  man.  The  New  Testament  is  the  ci-eed  of  the 
Brethren  Church. 
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TN  ORDER  TO  SUPPLEMENT  the  statements  regard- 
-^  ing  the  final  decisions  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  be 
made  by  the  administration,  the  undersigned  thought  it 
might  be  of  value  to  make  an  additional  statement  from 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

It  need  not  be  emphasized  that  the  burning  of  Foun- 
ders' Hall  left  the  College  in  a  critical  condition,  the  ill 
fortune  extends  deep  into  the  heart  of  the  church.  The 
critical  point  is  that  while  it  has  been  possible  to  locate 
classes  in  the  new  Chapel,  Chapel  basement,  Gymnasium, 
Public  School  .Buildings  and  other  places  on  a  temporary 
basis,  this  cannot  continue  very  long  to  hold  the  student 
body  at  a  large  enough  number  to  maintain  the  College 
at  the  BREAK-EVEN  point  unless  an  aggressive  pro- 
gram is  launched  immediately. 

In  two  successive  Board  of  Tioistee  meetings,  one  on 
October  24  and  the  other  November  14,  this  situation  was 
faced  by  the  Board  who  had  in  the  second  meeting,  a 
great  deal  of  information  regarding  the  impact  of  this 
disaster  which  the  Board  did  not  have  in  the  emergency 
meeting  of  October  24. 

At  the  conclusion  of  its  second  session  on  November 
14,  the  Board  arrived  at  final  plans  to  build  two  new 
buildings  whereas  only  one  was  burned.  The  first  build- 
ing will  be  a  new  classroom  building  to  replace  Founders' 
Hall  on  approximately  the  same  location  except  that  it 
will  be  located  about  thirty  feet  further  south  on  the 
north  line  so  as  to  bring  the  new  building  over  the  heat- 
ing plant  and  in  contact  with  the  heating  plant  chimney 
which  is  of  comparatively  new  construction  and  adequate 
for  the  purpose.  This  heating  plant  is  still  in  use,  due  to 
emergency  covering,  and  will  be  incorporated  without  in- 
teri-uption  of  its  use  so  as  to  maintain  the  library  build- 
ing in  normal  use  and  possibly  also  to  aid  in  the  speed 
up  of  r<;placing  Founders'  Hall  through  the  cold  winter 
months. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  new  classroom  building  on 
this  location  is  .'54.50,000.00.  It  will  be  more  or  less  of  the 
same  dfc.sign  as  the  library  building  of  practically  the 
.same  width  but  considerably  longei-,  the  long  way  of  the 
building  being  parallel  to  College  Avenue  on  the  front 
and  extending  about  fifty  feet  further  to  the  west  toward 
Allen  Hall  as  well  as  thirty  feet  further  south  on  its 
front  line  than  that  occupied  by  all  the  northernmost 
projections  of  the  old  Foundfos'  Hall.  TTiis  will  put  the 
smokestack  of  the  heating  plant  at  approximately  the 
southeast  comer  of  the  new  building  and  give  it  a  little 
better  location  as  between  the  library  building  and  Allen 
Hall.   It  is  as.sumed  there  will  be  entrances  both   at  the 


front  and  rear  in  the  middle  of  the  building  in  its  long 
dimension. 

The  decision  to  spend  $100,000.00  or  a  little  more  in 
building  a  Student  Union  concurrently  with  the  building 
of  the  new  classroom  building  and  as  part  of  the  financ- 
ing program,  needs  explanation  for  those  who  were  not 
compelled  to  face  this  problem  as  were  the  Board  of 
Trustees  and  made  the  decisions  based  on  the  bald  facts 
with  which  we  were  confronted. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  new  central  Classroom 
Building  is  $450,000.00,  the  new  Student  Union  $100,- 
000.00  and  furnishings  $50,000.00,  making  a  total  of 
$600,000.00  required.  It  seems  now  that  the  Board  will 
have  in  hand  $100,000.00  of  this  amount  from  insurance 
and  small  funds  in  its  hands,  leaving  $500,000.00  to  be 
raised  at  the  earliest  possible  date  to  cover  the  two  build- 
ings and  hold  our  clientele  of  students  in  line  so  we  can 
open  up  in  the  fall  of  1953  with  a  sufficient  student  body 
to  maintain  a  going  concern  at  the  BREAK-EVEN  point 
without   running   badly   into   the    red   for   operations. 

To  understand  the  necessity  of  the  Student  Union 
which  will  be  used  for  lounges  and  rest  rooms  for  both 
men  and  women,  for  a  snack  bar  or  canteen  operated  by 
the  students,  for  game  rooms,  for  ping  pong,  shuffle- 
board,  etc.,  for  meeting  rooms  for  students  and  general 
concourse  for  non-class  .activities,  it  is  necessary  to  face 
the  following  facts:  (Building  to  be  located  on  Grant 
Street  south  of  the  Library.) 

About  two-thirds  of  the  entire  student  body  of  Ash- 
land College  are  not  members  of  the  Brethren  Church  but 
come  from  not  only  the  cities  of  Ashland  and  Mansfield 
but  also  from  six  or  eight  surrounding  counties,  many  of 
the  students  driving  from  their  homes  as  day  students. 
Between  classes,  some  of  which  are  early  and  some  of 
which  are  late,  this  mass  of  students  have  no  place  to  go 
for  rest  or  recreation  during  their  long  period  of  wait- 
ing as  do  the  students  who  reside  in  the  dormitories  who 
are  .able  to  retire  to  their  rooms,  rest,  study  and  relax 
between  the  heavy  class  periods.  The  customary  accom- 
modation for  such  a  situation  is  commonly  called  a  Stu- 
dent Union  Building.  Such  a  building  is  becoming  in  de- 
mand on  all  college  campuses.  At  Ohio  State  University 
at  Columbus,  the  students  themselves,  as  I  understand, 
made  a  present  of  this  building  on  the  campus,  built 
without  charge  to  the  tax  payers  of  Ohio. 

In  raising  the  $500,000.00  necessary  for  these  two  new 
buildings,  it  is  estimated  the  non-church  area  constitu- 
ency will  raise  that  proportion  of  funds  represented  by 

(Continued  on  page  IJ  ^ 
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Missionary     Department 


ESTHER  ZECHE  RETURNS   HOME 

Leaving  on  the  S.  S.  Argentina,  which  sailed  on  Febru- 
ary 11>,  Esther  Zeche  is  returning  to  her  home  in  Rosario, 
Argentina,  South  America.  Upon  arrival  in  the  homeland 
she  will  be  engaged  in  missionary  service  foi'  a  limited 
time.  (Upon  her  own  decision,  she  is  not  committed  to 
life  service.) 

Esther  came  to  the  United  States  in  August  1950  and 
enrolled  in  Ashland  College,  where  she  spent  two  and  a 
half  years  in  study.  Dui'ing  this  time  she  was  supported 


laigely  by   the   W.  iVI.   S.  of  Ohio  district  and  the  SiHter- 
hood  of  Mary  and  Martha. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT  AND  THANKS 

We  want  to  express  our  thanks  and  appreciation  lo 
Reverend  and  Mrs.  L.  V.  King  for  the  work  they  have 
done  in  helping  to  set  the  STiively  Missionary  Home  in 
order.  We  recognize  theii'  personal  interest,  but  know 
also  that  they  have  a  general  interest  in  this  new  pro- 
ject. 


NEWS   BRIEFS  ABOUT  OUR  MISSIONARIES 


.  .  .  Last  Sunday  at  3:00  P.  M.  we  had  our  communion 
service  at  the  church.  It  w,as  a  very  lovely  service,  even 

if     we     didn't    understand    the 
BISCHOFS  Margi.  The  order  of  the  service 

IN  NIGERIA  was  just  like  ours  at  home.  The 

African  deacons  and  deacon- 
esses took  charge  of  the  feet  washing  service.  The  ladies 
sat  on  one  side  of  the  church  and  the  men  on  the  other. 
We  went  outside  to  wash  feet.  They  had  a  long  bench 
for  us  to  sit  on  and  they  put  nice  grass  mats  on  the 
ground.  Instead  of  putting  our  feet  in  a  basin  of  water, 
they  poured  water  over  our  feet  and  washed  them.  We 
did  not  kiss  because  out  here  they  don't  understand  the 
custom  and  they  think  it  is  quite  vulgar.  So  we  just 
shook  hands.  Each  deacon  talked  a  little  and  read  Scrip- 
ture concerning  the  meal,  bread  and  cup. 

For  the  meal  we  all  fixed  a  bowl  of  rice.  We  put  toma- 
to soup  and  mixed  meat  with  it.  It  was  very  good.  Each 
family  fixed  their  own.  Bob  and  I  made  some  for  our 
three  boys  too.  They  all  three  are  Chi'istians.  We  each 
carried  a  bowl  of  rice  to  church  with  a  tea-tow^el  around 
it  and  a  canteen  of  water.  All  the  Africans  except  a  few 
ate  with  their  fingers.  Our  boys  wanted  spoons  to  eat 
with;  so  we  gave  them  spoons.  For  the  bread  we  had  a 
little  square  piece  of  mush.  Mrs.  Grimley's  African  cook 
made  the  biead.  That  is  what  the  Africans  use  for  bread. 
The  wine  we  used  tasted  like  plum  juice  and  was  from  a 
native  berry.  We  used  the  African  cups  which  they  use 
for  measuring.  Almost  like  ours  only  tin.  We  sang  dur- 
ing the  feetwashing  service.  The  whole  thing  was  very- 
impressive.  It  lasted  for  two  hours. 

Tuesday  we  went  to  Tifu,  a  village  about  16  miles  from 
here.  There  were  14  people  who  took  the  covenant.  When 
they  take  the  covenant  the  deacons  of  the  Lassa  Church 
go  along.  Every  candidate  has  to  be  examined.  They  ask 
all  kinds  of  questions.  All  family  matters  have  to  be  dis- 
cussed so  that  they  understand  that  they  cannot  take 
more  than  one  wife.  If  they  are  having  any  family  mat- 
ters they  discuss  them  with  the  deacons.  Then  they  are 
on  probation  for  one  year  and  then  are  baptized.  If  any 
one  takes  a  second  wife  after  he  has  become  a  Christian 
he  is  automatically   taken   out   of  the  fellowship    of    the 


church.  It  took  from  11:00  A.  M.  until  3:00  P.  M.  to  get 
the  covenant  of  all  these  people.  We  certainly  did  enjoy 
it.  We  didn't  eat  until  3:30  P.  M. 

Yesterday  Mr.  Grimley  took  us  through  Higi  territory 
and  showed  us  the  spot  where  they  feel  is  best  for  our 
work.  It  is  simply  a  lovely  spot,  because  the  river  is 
near  by  and  we  always  have  plenty  of  water  for  our  gar- 
den and  orchard.  It  is  in  the  midst  of  beautiful  moun- 
tains. Right  now  there  is  a  little  school  there  and  a 
C.  R.  I.  teacher  who  has  been  trained  and  is  preaching 
there.  He  had  14  people  in  his  school.  There  are  huts  all 
along  the  mountain— just  hundreds  of  people.  We  stopped 
at  so  maiiy  villages.  They  all  asked  when  they  would  get 
a  missionary.  Many  of  them  said  they  knew  about  Jesus 
because  "Asine,"  a  school  boy,  had  been  here  to  Lassa  to 
school  and  they  learned  much  from  him.  At  one  \illage 
they  said  they  hadn't  seen  a  white  man  since  the  first 
world  war  when  the  Germans  raided  and  bunied  their 
huts.  But  they  all  seemed  so  happy  to  see  us.  We  took 
the  C.  R.  I.  Higi  teacher  with  us  so  he  did  all  the  ti-ans- 
lating.  We  were  so  thrilled  and  happy  and  can  hardly 
wait  until  we  can  get  into  Higi  territory. 


.  .  .  We  saw  something  of  interest  one  day  last  week 
that  we   would  like   to  share  with  you.   While  out  for  a 

walk  on  a  sunny  afternoon,  we 
S(^L()MONS  saw   a   funeral    procession.      We 

COSTA  RICA  had  seen  others  before,  but  had 

never  had  our  camera  with  us. 
They  bury  their  dead  here  the  same  day  that  the  death 
occurs,  for  they  don't  embalm  the  bodies.  The  heai-se  is 
an  antique-looking  carriage,  in  fine  repair,  quite  ornate- 
ly decorated.  Each  side  and  back  are  mostly  of  glass,  per- 
mitting the  viewing  of  the  casket  within.  The  procession 
that  we  saw  must  have  been  the  funeral  of  a  rich  person, 
for  the  carriage  was  drawn  by  two  teams  of  big,  black 
horses.  The  number  of  horses  used  to  draw  the  carriage 
and  the  number  of  pi'iests  is  determined  by  the  wealth 
of  the  family  of  the  deceased.  These  two  teams  of  black 
horses  were  covered  with  a  gray  net-like  drapery,  which 

(Continued  on  page  15) 
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llw  "Life"  of  John  3:l6 


Rev.  Milton   M.  Robinson 


WE  COME  TO  THE  LAST  of  our  series  on  John  3:16; 
to  the  "life"  of  John  3:16.  This  verse  is  the  greatest 
twenty-five  words  in  any  language.  John  3:16  begins  with 
God  and  ends  with  life.  It  is  this  life  which  is  the  basis 
of  our  study  here. 

The  life  of  John  3:16  is  different  from  any  we  have 
ever  known.  It  is  described  by  the  adjective  "everlast- 
ing." It  is  always  existent  life  that  God  gives  to  those 
who  believe  in  His  Son.  All  other  life,  as  we  know  it  has 
a  beginning  and  an  end.  The  animals  are  born  and  they 
die.  The  plants  of  the  field  come  into  existence  and  they 
die.  Man  is  born.  He  stays  upon  the  earth  for  a  time.  He, 
too  passes  into  oblivion.  At  any  rate  it  appears  that  way 
to  us.  The  only  way  that  life  can  be  said  to  go  on  is  in 
our  children.  In  other  words  we  give  life  to  our  children 
and  after  a  period  of  years  we  pass  on,  and  continue  oui- 
lives  in  them.  They  bear  children;  are  here  for  a  time; 
pass  on  and  live  in  their  children.  That  is  the  only  way 
that  we — it  can  be  said  that  we  experience  "life"  after 
the  grave.  But  John  3:16  changes  all  that. 

Because  everlasting  life  always  exists,  anyone  who  has 
it  will  live  forever.  And  I  don't  mean,  he  will  live  in  his 
children.  Everlasting  life  is  older  than  those  who  possess 
it.  At  the  same  time  it  is  younger  than  those  who 
have  it. 

It  is  older  than  those  who  possess  it,  because  it  is  in 
existence  before  we  are  born.  God  gives  this  life  to  any- 
one who  will  believe  on  the  name  of  His  Son  Jesus.  It  is 
eternal  before  we  accept  Christ  as  our  Savior.  We  re- 
ceive it  as  a  gift  from  God.  God  doesn't  take  this  life 
that  we  have  before  we  are  Christians  and  make  that 
everlasting.  We,  rather,  become  born  again  and  receive  a 
new  life.  As  we  have  received  life  from  our  parents,  so 
we  receive  another  life  from  our  Father  God.  The  life 
that  we  have  before  we're  Christians  has  a  beginning 
and  an  end.  The  life  that  God  gives  us  has  no  beginning 
and  it  has  no  end.  In  one  sense,  therefore,  we  all  die. 
We  die  in  the  sense  that  the  life  we  receive  from  oui' 
parents  dies.  In  a  different  way,  the  Christian  never 
dies.  He  neved  dies  because  the  life  he  has  rceived  from 
(iod  never  dies.  So  you  see  this  everlasting  life  is  some- 
thing to  be  desired.  In  fact,  it  is  worthy  of  giving  every- 
thing that  we  have  to  attain. 

In  a  sense,  this  everlasting  life  of  John  3:16  is  also 
younger  than  we.  It  is  younger  than  we  in  that  the  life 
we  have  before  we  accept  Christ,  ceases  in  point  of  time 
to  exist.  But  everlasting  life  continues  forevei-.  This  life 
ages  and  wears  out.  Everlasting  life  never  ages  and 
never  wears  out.  If  anything  it  grows  stronger  with  the 
passage  of  time. 

It  may  be  well  at  this  point  to  quote  once  again  Johrj 
3:16.  "For  God  so  loved  the  world  that  He  gave  His  only 
begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  Him  should 
not  perish  but  have  eveilasting  life." 

A  close  examination    of    this    scripture    will    teach    us 


something  else  interesting  about  the  life  of  John  3:16. 
This  life  is  a  life  in  Christ.  In  fact,  it  is  the  life  in 
Christ.  There  is  really  no  other  than  a  life  in  Christ. 
That's  why  the  Bible  says,  "She  that  liveth  in  sin  is  dead 
while  she  liveth."  It's  very  simple  to  explain.  The  life  that 
we  have  from  our  parents  is  a  natural  one.  There  really 
is  no  other  kind  they  can  give.  The  life  that  God  gives 
is  supernatural.  It  proceeds  from  God.  It  is  spiritual.  Re- 
member that  Jesus  said  to  the  woman  at  the  well,  "God 
is  a  spirit  and  they  that  worship  Him  must  worship  him 
in  spirit  and  in  truth."  We  see  then  that  the  life  spoken 
of  in  John  3:16  is  a  spiritual  one  and  not  a  natural  one. 
We  can  receive  this  life  only  from  God.  We  cannot  re- 
ceive it  from  our  parents.  All  that  they  can  do,  if  they're 
Christian,  is  to  show  us  how  to  obtain  it. 

Likewise,  the  fifteenth  chapter  of  First  Corinthians 
bears  me  out  on  this  statement.  St.  Paul,  in  speaking  of 
the  body  belonging  to  Chi-istians,  declares,  "It  is  sown  a 
natural  body;  it  is  raised  a  spiritual  body.  There  is  a 
natural  body,  and  there  is  a  spiritual  body."  You  see, 
then  that  those  who  worship  Him  must  worship  Him  in 
spirit  and  in  deed.  The  eternal  life  of  John  3:16  is  a  spir- 
itual one.  How  our  bodies  change  from  a  natural  to  a 
spiritual  is  a  great  mystery.  It  is  as  much  a  mystery  as 
the  planting  of  seed  in  the  ground  and  a  blade  of  grass 
springs  up.  Spiritual  life  is  as  much  a  mystery  as  natur- 
al life.  But  we  must  remember  that  God  is  Lord  of  both. 
He  has  the  power,  if  He  so  desires  to  change  a  natural 
body  into  a  spiritual  one.  It  is  safe  then  to  conclude  that 
the  spiritual  body  is  made  from  the  natural  one  by  an 
act  God. 

Another  important  fact  to  remember  about  the  life  of 
John  3:16  is  that  it  is  a  life  that  can  be  obtained  now.  It 
isn't  like  ,a  life  insurance  policy.  You  don't  have  to  die  to 
collect  it.  The  Apostle  John  is  very  clear  in  all  his  writ- 
ings on  this.  He  wrote  his  gospel  that  we  might  know 
that  we  have  a  life  in  Christ.  He  wi'ote  his  first  epistle 
for  the  same  reason.  There  aren't  any  doubts  or  ques- 
tions .about  this  at  all.  John  says  that  we  can  know  we 
have  life  now.  God  gives  this  life  to  everyone  who  be- 
lieves now. 

What's  more,  the  person  who  receives  eternal  life 
knows  it.  He  knows  it  now.  He  feels  different.  He  acts 
different.  Praise  God,  he  is  different.  He  has  become 
born  again.  God's  seed  has  been  planted  in  his  heart. 
As  it  grew,  it  gave  life.  Satan  plants  weeds  in  men's 
hearts.  As  they  grow,  they  strangle  the  life  of  a  man. 
They  not  only  strangle  him  spiritually  but  physically  as 
well.  The  sad  part  of  it  all  is  that  Satan  deceives  the 
man  who  is  dying  spiritually  and  physically  that  he's 
having  fun.  Those  who  accept  the  life  that  proceeds 
from  God  will  have  a  struggle,  but  because  of  their  faith 
in  God  they  shall  emerge  victorious. 

While  we  have  said  that  the  Life  God  gives  us  is  spir- 
itual, we  must  remember  that  He  gives  it  to  us  while  we 
are   in  this  natural  body.  In  other  words,  our    redeemed 
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souls  are  dwelling  in  unredeemed  bodies.  Our  bodies  will 
not  be  redeemed  nor  changed  until  the  resurrection  day. 
Then  they  shall  be  changed  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye. 
Thy  shall  change  from  the  natural  state  into  spiritual 
glory. 

Because  our  everlasting  life  that  God  gives  is  abiding 
in  an  unredeemed  body,  we  are  subject  to  weakness. 
When  Jesus  went  to  pray  in  the  garden  of  Gethsemane, 
He  left  the  disciples  to  watch.  They  slept.  Jesus  told 
them  that  their  spirits  indeed  were  willing  but  their 
flesh  was  weak.  He  pointed  up  the  differences  between 
the  spiritual  and  the  natural.  They  war  against  each 
other.  As  a  result,  the  things  that  we  do,  we  would  not, 
and  the  things  that  we  would  not,  we  do.  And  we  become 
miserable.  However,  as  we  fight  this  battle  in  the  flesh 
and  put  our  trust -in  God,  we  are  goaded  into  spiritual 
growth  and  strength.  God's  strength  is  made  perfect  in 
our  weakness.  The  battle  against  our  weaknesses 
strengthens  us.  As  we  overcome  each  sin  that  does  so 
easily  beset  us,  we  become  that  much  stronger  in  Faith 
and  in  Christ.  Therefore,  those  of  you  who  are  fighting 
that  warfare,  about  which  we  have  just  spoken,  do  not 
become  discouraged.  God  is  on  your  side.  H"  you  put  your 
trust  and  confidence  in  Him  you  cannot  help  but  emerge 
victorious. 

The  life  of  John  3:16  proceeds  from  God.  Chiist  says 
that  the  Father  has  life  in  Himself  and  that  Christ  has 
life  in  Himself,  also.  The  first  study  we  made  in  John 
3:16  was  about  God.  The  first  thing  that  God  would  have 
us  know  about  Him  is  that  He  is  absolutely  and  perfect- 
ly righteous.  Therefore,  the  life  that  proceeds  from  Him 
is  absolutely  and  perfectly  righteous.  It  must  be  if  it 
proceeds  from  Him.  It  takes  on  God's  characteristics.  It 
must  be  righteous  for  another  reason.  Only  that  which 
is  pure  and  holy  can  endure  forever.  Everlasting  life  is 
pure  and  holy  and  shall,  therefore,  endure  forever. 

This  brings  us  to  a  problem  mentioned  in  a  previous 
study.  We  mentioned  about  people  who  try  to  earn  their 
way  to  heaven  by  good  works.  They  seek  to  clean  them- 
selves up.  They  offer  God  their  own  righteousness  and 
expect  it  to  be  acceptable  in  the  eyes  of  God.  It  was 
pointed  out  that  our  own  righteousness  is  not  acceptable 
to  God.  In  fact.  He  describes  it  as  being  filthy  rags.  The 
only  condition  for  our  acceptance  in  God's  sight  is  faith 
in  His  Son  Jesus.  We  realize  the  futilitv  of    our    situa- 


tion. We  lepent  of  our  .sin.H.  We  throw  ourMelveH  upon 
(iod's  mercy,  trusting  Him  to  forgive  uh  our  «inH.  He 
forgives  us  our  sins  and  gives  U8  eternal  life.  Then  we 
become  clothed  in  His  lighteousneKH.  We  do  righteouK 
works,  but  they  are  His  work.s,  not  ours.  We  die  to  our 
own  way  of  living  and  live  His  way.  Then  we  realize 
that  all  the  wor-ks  we  did  before  we  became  ChriBtiari 
were  dead  works  because  they  were  not  devoted  to  God'.s 
service.  We  realize  that  all  the  woi'ks  that  we  do  outwide 
of  Chr-ist  are  valueless. 

1  think  that  people  become  mixed  up  concerning  human 
works  of  righteousness  and  Godly  works  of  Faith,  be- 
cause sometimes  they  resemble  each  other.  I've  known  of 
many  un-Christian  men,  who  would  give  generously  to 
help  the  needy,  but  to  no  avail  as  far  as  their  own  soul.s 
are  concerned.  The  reason  for  this  is  that  they  did  it  not 
in  Jesus'  name.  They  w«re  not  motivated  by  love  for 
either  God  or-  the-  man.  They  were,  rathei',  moved  by  a 
sense  of  duty.  They  feel,  therefore,  that  God  will  give 
them  eternal  life  in  exchange  for  the  good  deeds  they 
have  done.  It  is  true  that  God  is  pleased  with  these  good 
deeds  and  will  probably  punish  them  less  than  He  would 
someone  else,  who  doesn't  do  such  deeds.  But  the  fact 
remains  because  the  person  hasn't  confessed  Christ  as 
Savior  and  hasn't  had  the  blood  of  Christ  applied  to  his 
own  sins,  he  is  not  perfect.  Therefore,  he  cannot  enter- 
into  life.  He  hasn't  yielded  himself  to  Christ.  He  hasn't 
allowed  God  to  give  Him  eternal  life  which  contains 
God's  righteousness.  He  hasn't  realized  that  while  some 
of  his  righteous  works  resemble  God's  they  do  not  pro- 
ceed from  God.  Therefore,  as  far  as  saving  his  soul  is 
concerned,  his  own  works  of  righteousness  are  worthless. 
To  differentiate  between  the  two,  I  like  to  call  our  hu- 
man works,  works  of  righteousness.  Our  works  as  Chris- 
tians I  like  to  call  works  of  faith.  The  one  comes  from 
within.  The  other  comes  from  God.  The  one  brings  sat- 
isfaction to  ourselves  alone.  The  other  also  bi'fngs  joy 
to  the  throne  of  God  because  He  delights  in  the  deeds  of 
His  children. 

Have  you  been  trusting  in  your  own  works  ?  Trust  in 
God.  Are  you  clothed  in  your  own  righteousness  ?  If  you 
are,  you're  naked  in  the  sight  of  God.  Yield  yourself  to 
Him.  Allow  Him  to  clothe  you  with  the  righteousness 
that  comes  from  the  everlasting  life  He  will  give  you.  Do 
it  today.  Do  it  now. 

Cumberland.  Marvland. 


February  Is  The  Month  For 
The  Lifting  Of  Our  Offerings  For 
The  Support  Of  The  Brethren's 
Home,  And  Retired  Ministers. 
Give  Liberally  Today! 


How  About 
Your  Offerings?? 


BENEVOLENT   OFFERING 

(For  Brethren's  Home  and  Retired  ilinisters'  Fund) 
IVIake  checks  payable  to  L.  V.  King,  Treasurer,  and  ad- 
dress Rev.  L.  V.  King,  1033  E.  :\Iain  St.,  Louisville.  Ohio. 
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Ifem.'^  of  General  Interest 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 


Chuivh.  It  is  full  of  interesting  items  about  the  various 
classes  and  organizations  of  the  church.  Biothei-  Ernest 
Minegar  is  the  Pastor. 

FLORA.  INDIANA.  A  beautiful  bulletin  hoard  pre- 
sented by  the  Win-A-Couple  Class,  and  pulpit  furniture 
presented  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  Kuns  and  Mr.  and 
Mi-s.  Raymond  Kuns,  were  dedicated  on  February   1st. 

OAKVILLE,  INDIANA.  On  Race  Relations  Sunday, 
February  Sth,  Miss  Lillian  Deshnod,  a  Navajo  Indian, 
brought  the  message  and  presented  pictures  of  her  home 
village  and  other  places  of  interest  there. 

MUNCIE,  INDIANA.  Special  prayer  for  the  men  in 
the  ai-med  sei'vices  is  offered  every  Sunday  evening.  Each 
is  mentioned  by  name.  On  the  fourth  Sunday  of  the 
month,  at  a  special  Candle-light  service,  each  man  will 
be  represented  by  a  candle,  with  a  near  relative  or  friend 
of  each  man  being  asked  to  come  forward  and  offer 
prayer  for  that  one. 

LANARK,  ILLINOIS.  The  Lanark  bulletin  recently 
contained  a  chart  showing  comparative  Sunday  School  at- 
tendance for  the  past  three  years.  Average  attendances 
ai-e  as  follows:  129,  150,  164,  for  1950,  1951  and  1952. 
Brother  J.  D.  Hamel  states  that  he  is  now  beginning  his 
third  year  of  service  in  the  Lanark  church. 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  Another  issue  of  "The  Brethren 
Briefs"  has  arrived  at  our  office  from  Brother  Spencer 
Gentle,  Pastoi-.  Likewise,  there  is  the  report  of  Sunday 
School  attendances,  the  averages  being  117,  140,  143  foi' 
1950,  1951  and  1952.  Brother  Gentle  notes  that  there  was 
an  increase  each  year,  although  not  too  much  of  a  one 
for  1952,  yet  it  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 


"SILVER  AND  GOLD  HAVE  I  NONE." 

(Continued  from  page  3) 

enough  and  discover  you  "gave"  more  than  the  10% — 
well,  God  bless  your  liberality.  Of  course,  if  you  are  on 
salary,  or  have  a  fixed  income,  then  you  can  take  your 
tithe  out  regularly,  the  first  thing. 

THE  CHEEKFl  L  GIVER 

In  the  Stewardship  of  life  and  .substance  the  love  of 
God  is  poured  out  upon  the  cheerful  giver.  Someone  has 
.said  we  .should  give  until  it  huits.  Well,  even  a  tiny  gift 
to  the  church  makes  some  selfish  people  squeal.  People 
afflicted  with  parsimony  always  hurt  when  they  give. 
Rather  we  should  give  until  it  doesn't  hurt  any  more. 

We  reach  that  stage  when  the  joy  of  serving  Christ  is 
.superseded  only  by  the  whole-hearted  dedication  of  our- 
selves to  Him  and  His  work.  Whether  we  have  much  o) 
little,  it  is  what  we  do  with  it  that  counts. 

CHRISTIANS  AWAKE! 

Billions  for  crime,  courts,  prisons,  law  enforcement; 
necessary  because  people  have  not  heard  the  Gospel  in  our 


land.  This  tremendous  cost,  which  we  pay  in  taxes,  arises 
because  Cliurches  could  not  put  forth  the  Gospel  due  to 
lack  of  funds. 

The  government  recognizes  the  place  of  the  Church  in 
national  life  by  allowing  you  10  to  20%  for  your  support 
of  your  church.  BRETHREN,  IT  IS  TIME  THAT  OUR 
GIVING  EQUALS  OUR  ALLOWED   DEDUCTIONS! 

Don't  be  fooled — You  may  say,  "Silver  and  gold  have 
I  none  ..."  to  the  church's  financial  appeals,  but  the 
government  knows,  God  knows,  and  you  know! 

If  you  will  say,  "All  that  I  have  is  Thine,  O  Lord," 
then  joy  will  come  to  your  heart,  the  Church  will  advance 
as  never  before,  souls  will  be  saved,  and  heaven  will  re- 
joice. 


«a»c 


3*e> 


Young  Men  and  Boys' 
Brotherhood 
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Program  for  month  of  March 

Percy   C.   Miller— Topic   Editor 

Topic — The  Prodigal  Son 

Scripture  Reading — Luke  15:11-24. 

HiERE  WE  HAVE  A  STORY  of  an  erring  boy  who 
^  was  his  mother's  darling.  He  may  have  been  freckle- 
faced  and  red-headed,  but  he  was  the  most  precious  thing 
in  the  world  to  that  fond  mother.  The  mother  never  did 
think  that  he  would  become  a  moral  and  physical  wreck. 
The  parents  took  a  keen  interest  in  his  well-being.  They 
hedged  him  about  with  walls  of  restraint.  He  desired  to 
be  free  and  independent.  He  may  have  said,  "Father  is 
an  old  crank,  ,and  mother  is  just  the  best  little  mother  in 
the  world,  but  she  does  not  know  the  problems  that  a  boy 
faces."  He  felt  himself  a  better  judge  than  she. 

A  disregard  for  the  advice  of  parents  was  the  first 
downward  step  in  the  young  man's  career.  He  said,  "111 
cut  loose  from  my  mother's  apron  string  and  go  into  a 
far  country,  where  I  can  be  my  own  boss."  A  man  who 
was  addressing  a  business  college  stated  that  all  there 
should  consult  mother  before  making  a  final  decision.  He 
stated  that  mother  has  intuition,  also  called  "instinct,"  "a 
hunch,"  "premonition."  She  may  only  shrug  her  shoulder, 
but  it's  a  hunch.  Mother's  hunch  will  seldom  lead  you 
astray.  J 

This  boy  possibly  was  born  of  well-to-do  parents.  He 
may  have  just  finished  his  education  and  wanted  to  start 
out  on  his  own,  but  was  not  willing  to  submit  to  his 
father's  reproof.  He  went  into  a  far  country;  wanted  to 
start  a  home  of  his  own  and  build  his  own  fortune.  There 
may  not  have  been  too  much  wrong  with  the  idea  but 
instead  of  improving  his  opportunity,  he  spent  his  sub- 
stance in  riotous  living.  There  are  a  hundred  cesspools 
of  immorality  into  which  a  spendthrift  may  throw  his 
loose  change.  A  fool  and  his  money  soon  separate.  Once 
well  started  the  young  man  goes  down  with  rapid  strides. 
We   find   that  it  is   not  only  money  that  is  wasted,  but 
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time,  honor  and  health.  He  may  through  time  make  good 
his  financial  loss.  Many  a  man  has  "come  back,"  but 
there  is  one  loss  that  can  never  be  restored — his  wiecked 
body.  "Whatsoever  a  man  soweth,  that  shall  he  also 
reap."  "If  he  sow  to  the  flesh,  he  shall  of  the  flesh  reap 
corruption."  There  is  no  escape  from  this  decree  of  God 
and  nature. 

This  young  man  is  only  a  type  of  many  today.  His  race 
is  far  from  extinct.  When  this  ancient  prodigal  fell,  he 
became  an  outcast.  It  was  impossible  to  break  into  so- 
ciety. It  would  be  a  wholesome  thing  if  modern  prodigals 
could  be  cast  out  of  society.  A  leprous  man  is  isolated 
from  people.  The  same,  in  many  cases,  should  be  resorted 
to  when  a  man  becomes  leprous  in  his  soul.  The  moral 
leper  is  a  greater  manace  to  society  than  is  the  physical 
leper. 

We  read  in  Scripture  that  this  ancient  pi-od- 
igal  began  to  be  in  want.  Sin  leads  to  want.  The  sta- 
tion from  which  one  starts  to  sin  makes  no  diffei'ence.  The 
finished  product  of  sin  is  always  the  same.  It  affects  all 
classes  alike.  Sin  does  not  even  respect  the  rich  man.  It 
leads  him  to  want  the  same  as  the  poor.  The  story  is 
told  of  a  one  time  rich  man  who  was  soon  to  pass  over 
the  Great  Divide.  He  asked  a  certain  minister  if  there 
was  anything  he  could  do  for  him.  The  minister  told  him 
that  he  was  helpless,  but  he  could  point  him  to  someone 
that  could — Jesus  the  sinner's  friend.  He  says,  "Come  un- 
to me,  all  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will 
give  you  rest."  The  minister  asked  the  man  if  he  would 
accept  this  one.  He  stated  that  he  would  and  was  glor- 
iously saved. 

"And  he  came  to  himself."  What  does  that  mean  ?  A 
new  life  was  necessary  for  him,  with  self  control.  You 
remember  the  reception  that  his  father  gave  him.  Our 
Lord  is  asking  us  to  do  what  this  young  man  did.  He  is 
saying  to  you,  "Come  back."  He  is  ready  to  receive  us 
as  this  father  did  his  son.  God  will  even  say  to  us,  "Even 
when  father  and  mother  forsake  you,  I  will  not  forsake 
you." 
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THE  PROJECTED   BUILDING  PROGRAM 
AT  ASHLAND  COLLEGE 

(Continued  from  page  6) 

the  student  body,  or  about  two-thii-ds,  somewhere  in  the 
amount  of  $350,000.00  of  which  one-half  will  be  furnished 
by  the  large  corporations  of  the  State  of  Ohio  who  are 
showing  a  tremendous  interest  in  the  survival  of  the 
small  chui'ch  schools  as  the  one  place  where  a  conser- 
vative  leadership   can  be   trained  to  combat  the   inroads 


of  Fabian  Socialism,  CommuniHm,  and  other  tormn  of 
alien  doctrine  which  w-em  cr<-eping  up  on  iht-  United 
States  without  regaid  to  political  party. 

The  other  half  of  this  area  fund,  about  $lf;0,000.00,  wt 
believe  will  be  laised  by  the  families  of  the  non-resident 
students,  surrounding  counties,  by  small  busineKM  men,  by 
alumni,  and  other  interests  who  have  a  deep  concern  for 
Ashland  College. 

It  will  be  necessary  for  the  church  to  raise  it«  propor- 
tion according  to  its  student  body  amounting  to  at  least 
!f  150,000. 00  which  is  about  what  was  contributed  for  the 
building  of  th(-  Cha[>el.  While  we  would  not  place  thi.s 
importance  above  that  of  the  Chapel  which  was  badly 
in  need  for  a  long  while,  there  is  a  difference  in  urgency. 
In  building  the  Chapel,  we  had  the  time  to  do  it  delib- 
erately whereas  now  we  are  facing  an  urgency  which 
cannot  be  denied  in  pledging  these  funds  throughout  the 
church  so  that  the  building  can  be  assured  with  prompt- 
ness and  dispatch  in  order  to  hold  our  student  consisten- 
cy, maintain  a  going  concern  at  the  BREAK-EVEN  point, 
and  be  assured  of  the  survival  of  our  College.  This  can 
truthfully  be  said  to  be  one  of  the  most  urgent,  demand- 
ing crisis  in  the  entire  history  of  the   Brethren  Church. 

Returning  to  the  question  of  the  Student  Union,  once 
we  began  to  canvass  for  funds  as  we  did  immediately  af- 
ter the  fire,  we  immediately  ran  into  this  proposition 
that  if  we  were  expecting  the  non-Brethren  families  with 
their  hosts  of  drive-in  day  students  to  put  up  their  share 
of  the  money,  we  would  have  to  take  better  care  of  their 
students  between  classes,  just  as  we  are  planning  on 
taking  care  of  our  own  students  by  building  new  dormi- 
tories for  men  and  women.  On  the  face  of  it,  this  is  a 
fair  proposition  and  laid  down  to  us  with  firmness  and 
fairness  by  the  people  we  expect  will  give  us  some 
money.  With  such  a  program,  the  Student  Union  will  be 
virtually  paid  for  by  these  non-resident  interests  who  will 
be  so  gratified  that  they  will  freely  contribute  to  the  gen- 
eral program  of  the  large  classroom  building.  If  we  had 
denied  these  people  their  demands  not  only  would  we  not 
have  received  the  funds  which  will  be  contributed  for  the 
Student  Union  solely,  but  we  will  lose  the  claims  for  a 
percentage  of  the  cost  of  the  classroom  building.  Let  us 
not  overlook  the  fact  that  these  people  who  are  not 
Brethren,  whose  students  drive  in  as  far  as  fifty  miles 
daily  to  attend  College  and  drive  home  at  night  have 
other  schools  within  the  area  they  can  attend  as  well  as 
Ashland,  and  that  unless  they  are  considered  \\ith  all 
equity  as  to  their  claims,  they  will  transfer  their  students 
rather  than  raise  money  for  what  they  consider  would  be 
an  unfair  situation. 

This  statement  is  blunt  but  accurate  and  we  must  face 
the  facts  as  we  find  them.  This  is  a  half-million  dollar 
proposition  and  to  raise  that  kind  of  money  from  the 
people  who  have  it,  we  must  go  along  with  them  in  their 
counsel  and  advice  so  long  as  there  is  no  sacrifice  in 
principle  in  doing  so.  Tliis  is  a  big  selling  proposition  and 
after  weary  hours  of  computation  with  the  facts  before 
us,  the  .Board  of  Trustees  made  the  only  decision  which 
we  felt  would  insure  success  of  this  program.  The  chuivh 
nmst  face  the  decision  whether  it  will  have  or  will  not 
have  a  college  at  Ashland.  With  all  the  facts  before  us. 
the  Board  of  Trustees  is  of  the  opinion  that  this  money 
can  be  raised  within  the  church  and  outside  the  chuivh 
along  the  lines  suggested  in  this  article. 

Cedar  Rapids.  Iowa. 
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Topic   For  March   1.   1953 

(;iVING  01  KSELVES  TO  CHKLST 

Phil.    1:19-26;   Matt.    16:24-25;    Mark    1:16-20 

THE  LORD  JESUS  iieeds  men  ami  women  and  boys 
and  girls  to  work  for  Him.  If  He  wanted  to,  He  could 
send  angels  to  do  His  work,  but  tliat  is  not  His  way.  His 
way  is  that  we  should  work  for  Him.  Isn't  it  wonderful 
to  think  that  we  can  do  something  for  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  God's  own  Son  ? 

L  HAVE  YOU  REALLY  GIVEN  YOURSELF  TO  JE- 
SUS? Be  sure  that  you  have  accepted  Christ  as  your  per- 
sonal Saviour.  Don't  depend  on  anyone  to  save  you  but 
Christ.  Don't  depend  on  anything  to  cover  your  sins  but 
the  blood  of  Christ.  We  read  in  John  1:12,  "But  as  many 
as  received  him,  to  them  gave  he  power  to  become  the 
sons  of  God,  even  to  them  that  believe  on  His  name." 
"He  that  hath  the  Son  hath  life;  and  he  that  hath  not  the 
Son  of  God  hath  not  life"  (I  John  5:12).  The  13th  verse 
tells  us,  "These  things  have  I  written  unto  you  that  be- 
lieve on  the  name  of  the  Son  of  God;  that  ye  may  know 
that  ye  have  eternal  life."  If  you  have  not  definitely,  per- 
.sonally,  received  the  Lord  Jesus  as  your  Saviour,  read 
these  verses  again,  fall  upon  your  knees  and  pray,  "Lord 
Jesus,  forgive  my  sins."  Tell  your  minister  how  you  feel, 
and  I  am  sure  that  you  will  realize  that  you  have  a  real 
knowledge  of  Jesus  in  your  heart. 

2.  DO  YOU  WITNESS  FOR  CHRIST?  Let  those  in 
your  home,  community,  or  school  know  beyond  a  shadow 
of  a  doubt  that  you  have  been  born  again.  Tell  your 
friends,  relatives,  and  neighbors  what  Christ  means  to 
you.  It  will  be  contagious,  if  you,  by  His  grace,  regard- 
less of  the  cost,  live,  stand,  speak  and  work  for  Him. 
"Whosoever  therefore  shall  confess  me  before  men,  him 
will  I  confess  also  before  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven. 
But  whosoever  .shall  deny  me  before  men,  him  will  I  also 
deny  before  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven"  (Matt.  10:32- 
33.  Every  time  you  young  people  witness  for  your  Sav- 
iour you  deepen  your  faith  and  )enew  your  stiength. 

3.  DO  YOU  MAINTAIN  MORNING  DEVOTIONS? 
Jess  pled  with  His  disciples  in  the  garden  to  "Watch  and 
pray,  that  ye  enter  not  into  temptation."  Matt.  26:41. 
Satan  will  probably  thrust  across  our  path  this  yeai- 
temptations  that  we  have  never  faced  before.  Our  enemy 
will  try  to  dim  or  extingui.sh  our  light.  He  will  hurl  fiery 
darts  at  us,  and  we  must  be  prepared  for  his  attacks. 
We  should  spend  at  If^a.st  15  to  30  minutes  overy  moining 
alone  with  God  in  .Bible  study  and  prayei.  At  these  de- 
votions all  known  sins  should  be  confessed  and  forsaken. 
It  should  be  a  time  of  checking  up.  It  must  be  a  time  of 
quietness  and  fresh  surrender  each  morning.  If  you  say, 
"I  am  too  busy,"  then  you  are  just  "too  busy!" 

"Take  time  to  be  holy. 
Speak  oft  with  thy  Lord; 


Abide  in  Him  always 
And  feed  on  His  Word." 

Try  reading  your  Bible  on  your  knee§.  Thank  Jesus 
again  and  again  for  saving  you  and  tell  Him  over  and 
over  that  you  love  Him.  Believe  the  promises,  obey  the 
commands,  and  heed  the  warnings  of  God's  Word.  Read 
it  as  His  message  to  your  heai-t.  Love,  Learn  and  Live 
the  Bible.  It  should  be  in  your  Heart,  Head,  Hand,  and 
Home. 

4.  ARE  YOU  A  WORKER  OR  A  SHIRKER?  Be  an 
active  member  of  a  spiritual  church.  John  tells  us,  "We 
know  that  we  have  passed  out  of  death  into  life,  because 
we  love  the  brethren."  Pray  for  your  pastor.  Be  regular 
in  attending  Sunday  School,  Morning  and  Evening  Ser- 
vices, Prayer  Meeting  and  Special  Evangelistic  Services. 
Attend  your  Brethren  Youth  Crusaders  meetings  on  time 
and  regularly.  Take  others  with  you  to  the  services.  Al- 
ways partake  of  the  Lord's  Supper  in  humility  and  pledge 
to  Him  your  love  and  loyal  service  as  you  do.  Be  a  win- 
ner of  souls.  Strive  prayerfully  to  win  one  or  more  of 
your  young  friends  to  Jesus.  Have  many  names  on  your 
prayer  list.  Get  a  team  of  workers,  order  sufficient  tracts, 
and  see  that  every  family  has  a  tract  left  in  their  door. 
Dedicate  your  time  and  talents  to  God's  service.  Write  to 
Brethren  Youth  at  Ashland  College  for  summer  work 
which  can  be  done  in  the  name  of  your  Lord.  ,Be  a  labor- 
er and  not  a  loiterer  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord.  Re- 
member through  prayer  and  surrender  you  can  discover 
His  plan  for  your  life  at  home  or  abroad  in  Missionary 
work.  From  a  sincere  heart  answer,  "Here  am  I,  Lord, 
send  me!" 

5.  ARE  YOU  UNSELFISH  IN  GIVING  YOURSELF 
TO  CHRIST?  First  of  all,  present  yourself,  body,  soul 
and  spirit  upon  His  altar.  Then  give  your  tithe  to  the 
Lord  and  present  gifts  as  you  are  able.  You  cannot  beat 
God  giving.  And  remember,  it  is  not  how  much  we  give 
but  how  much  we  have  left  to  use  on  ourselves  that  we 
better  consider  carefully.  Don't  cheat  or  hold  out  on  God. 
"Giving"  and  "Growing"  are  very  closely  connected. 

6.  ARE  YOU  MOVING  FORWARD?  Don't  let  any- 
one or  anything  discourage  you  in  the  work  for  Christ. 
We  are  partners  with  Him  in  the  great  job  in  the  world 
— winning  the  lost.  "For  we  are  His  workmanship,  cre- 
ated in  Christ  Jesus  unto  good  works,  which  God  hath 
before  ordained  that  we  should  walk  in  them."  Eph.  2:10. 
Peter  tells  us  to  "Grow  in  the  grace  and  knowledge  of 
our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ."  Growth  comes 
through  nourishment  and  exercise. 

Keep  your  eyes  on  the  Lord.  If  you  keep  close  to  Him, 
you  will  grow  and  develop  into  a  strong  Christian.  Paul 
wai-ns  us,  "Let  him  that  thinketh  he  standeth  take  heed 
lest  he  fall"  I  Cor.  10:12.  Over-confidence  and  lack  of  de- 
pendence upon  Jesus  have  been  the  downfall  of  many. 
Keep  humble  at  His  feet.  Do  not  trust  your  own  strength 
but  trust  Him  .  .  .  "Without  me  ye  can  do  nothing."  John  , 
15:5.  On  the  other  hand,  "I  can  do  all  things  through 
Christ  which  strengtheneth  me."  Phil.  4:13. 

Young  people  of  the  Brethren  Churches,  let  us  say  with 
Paul,  "I  count  not  myself  yet  to  have  laid  hold:  but  one 
thing  I  do,  forgetting  the  things  which  are  behind,  and 
stretching  forward  to  the  things  which  are  before,  I  press 
on  toward  the  goal  unto  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of 
God  in  Christ  Jesus."  Phil.  3:13-14. 
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"BRING  THEM   IN  FROM  THE  FIELDS  OF  SIN" 

TiE   CHURCHES   OF  TODAY  that  are   reaching  the 
lost  .are  using  the  method  of  providing  legs  for  the 
paralyzed  (Mark  2:3).  In  the  twenty  cases  of  healing  in 
the  four  gospels  only  four  or  five  came  on  their  own — 
the  rest  were  brought  or  accompanied  by  others.  "Go  to 
Church"  is  not  a  Bible  slogan  for  sinners,  but  "Go  to  the 
sinner"  is  the   Bible  summons  to  the   Church    (Luke   14: 
23).  The  Bible  method  is  "Go  ye"  (Mark  16:15).  "Go  .  .  . 
to  thy  friends"   (Mark  5:19),  "go  forth"   (Psalm  126:6). 
Paul   used   the   house-to-house    visitation    method     (Acts 
20:20).    The    Christians    in    The    Acts    "in     every     house 
!   ceased  not  to  teach  and  preach"  (Acts  5:42).  We  read  in 
Mark  2:4  of  a  quartet  that  "raised  the    roof"    in    order 
to  get  a  man  saved.  It  was  not  the  crowd  (Luke  5:17-19) 
;    that  helped  to  get  a  man  saved  that  day.  Many  were  sel- 
1    fish   bench-warmers   who    had    no     thought    of    bringing 
i   others.  The  frantic  efforts  of  four  burdened  soul  winners 
'    helped  Jesus  to  get  a  hard  case  saved    (M.ark  2:5). 

"Who'll  go  and  help  this  shepherd  kind, 
'  Help  Him  the  wand'ring  ones  to  find  ? 

Who'll  bring  the  lost  ones  to  the  fold, 
Where  they'll  be  sheltered  from   the  cold?" 

To  pray  for  sinners  and  not  to  go  after  then^  is 
dishonest.  Compassion  that  is  genuine  leads  to  action. 
"No  prayer  is  sincere  unless  we  do  our  utmost  to  get  our 
prayer  answered."  God  is  helpless  to  save  souls  without 
human  agency.  Christ's  healing  and  saving  of  the  paralyt- 
ic man  actually  laid  in  the  hands  of  his  friends  (Mark 
2:5). 

"Faith  is  not  merely  praying 
Upon  your  knees  at  night; 

»         ♦         • 

Faith  is  the  brave  endeavor 
The  splendid  enterprise, 
The    strength    to    serve,     whatever 
Conditions  may  ai-ise." 

When  it  comes  to  united  Christian  effort  in  prayer  and 
soul-winning  there  is  a  principle  of  geometric  progression 
whereby  two  persons  united  as  one  in  prayer  are  equal  to 
ten  individuals  praying  alone  (Deut.  32:30).  Go  out  and 
look  for  three  others  who  can  lend  you  the  help  neces- 
sary to  carry  some  soul  to  Chiist.  For  any  to  refuse  to 
come  to  the  help  of  the  Lord  is  to  bring  a  curse  upon 
themselves  (Judges  5:23;  Ezek.  3:18,  19. 

In  Mark  2:1  it  w,as  advertised  that  Jesus  "was  in  the 
house."  Jesus  "preached  the  word"  with  convicting  power 
(Mark  2:2;  Jer.  23:29).  "The  power  of  the  Lord  wa.'; 
present"  (Luke  5:17).  A  soul  was  saved  because  four  men 
co-operatively  worked  hard  to  bring  him.  Sinners  do  not 
take  the  initiative  to  get  themselves  saved.  Four  people 
can  get  one  to  Jesus  when  one  cannot.  It  takes  extreme 
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measures  and  an  "all-out"  effoii.  to  jfet  people  Kaved.  A 
willingness  to  break  up  a  roof  for  JewuH  and  pay  for  it 
will  get  somebody  saved.  I'lenty  of  people  are  willing  to 
do  church  work,  but  the  soul-winning  "labourers  are  few" 
(Luke  10:2).  The  miracle-working  Saviour  is  waiting  for 
us  to  do  our  part  (Isaiah  45:llj  and  He  will  do  the  reHt. 
If  we  bring  the  sinners  to  Jesus,  Jesu.s  will  not  fail  to 
do  the  rest  (John  1:42,  45,  4U).  When  the  church  ha« 
the  necessary  concern  and  faith,  sinners  have  faith,  too. 
With  Jesus  salvation  of  the  soul  came  before  healing 
of  the  body  (Mark  2:5-12).  Unfortunately  some  people 
seem  to  be  interested  in  healing  only  and  do  not  care  for 
salvation.  F^'orgiveness  was  first,  and  to  the  gain.sayer.s  the 
healing  of  the  paralytic  was  pioof.  And  as  compared  to 
a  soul  nobody's  possessions  or  business  matters  (Mark 
5:10-17;  8:36,  .37). 

"Somebody  near  you  needs  now  a  kind  word. 
Some  one  need  help  such  as  you  can  afford, 
Haste  to  assist  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
There  is  a  soul  to  be  won." 


Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vana+or 


Lesson  for  March  1,  1953 
LOVE  WARNS  AND  PLEADS 
Lesson:    Matthew    23:1-12,    37-39 

WHEN  WE  APPROACH  today's  lesson  we  find  two 
very  opposite  things  that  are  set  before  us  for  our 
meditation — warnings  and  pleadings.  It  seems  difficult  to 
reconcile  these  two  matters  as  they  are  connected  with 
the  idea  of  love.  But  when  we  remember  that  God  has 
said,  through  the  lips  of  the  prophet  Isaiah.  "My 
thoughts  are  not  your  thoughts  neither  are  your  ways 
my  ways,  saith  the  Lord.  For  .as  the  heavens  are  higher 
than  the  earth,  so  .are  my  ways  higher  than  your  ways, 
and  my  thoughts  than  your  thoughts"  (Isaiah  55:8-9 1. 
then  we  can  begin  to  understand  how  Jesus,  with  His 
great  love,  can  both  warn  and  plead  in  love. 

Tlie  first  part  of  our  lesson  gives  us  something  very 
definite  to  think  about.  Verse  3  tells  us  more  than  might 
appear  on  the  surface,  for  here  is  a  warning  not  to  fol- 
low what  man  does,  but  what  God  tells  us  to  do.  Often, 
as  is  found  in  the  case  of  tliese  Pharisees,  we  are  given 
ntessages  from  the  lips  of  men  which  are  true  to  the 
Word  of  God,  but  we  come  to  doubt  the  very  truth  of 
the  W'ord  itself  because  the  lips  that  speak  the  words 
belong  to  an  individual  who  is  not  in  his  or  her  o\\ti  life 
measuring  up  to  the  message  that  has  been  given,  for.  as 
the  scriptures  here   say,   "they   say.  but  they  do  not." 

Let  us  call  to  mind  the  so-called  pious  attitude  of  these 
Pharisees  and  scribes  and  then  look  at  the  way  their  ac- 
tions belied  their  words.  Therefore  Jesus  warns  the  "mul- 
titudes" who  listened  to  His  message,  that  while  the 
scribes  and  Pharisees  literally  sat  in  the  seat  which  had 
been  handed  down  from  Moses*  time,  that  of  judging  and 
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interpi^ting'  the  words  of  God,  that  the  things  which 
these  men  coniniandod  the  people  to  "ohserve"  weie  the 
things  the  Jews  "ought  to  do."  But  He  then  adds  that 
the  people  are  not  to  follow  the  activities  of  these  men, 
"for  they  say.  and  do  not." 

Jesus  then  proceeds  to  list  a  number  of  the  things 
these  men  do  or  do  not  do  to  bring  burdens  on  the  peo- 
ple, but  to  bring  the  praise  from  men  upon  themselves, 
and  He  ends  His  warning  by  saying,  "Whosoever  shall 
exalt  himself  shall  be  abased;  and  he  that  shall  humble 
himself  shall  be  exalted." 

Jesus  does  not  warn  against  these  Pharisees  and  scribes 
because  He  hates  them,  but  rather  because  He  hates  their 
works.  In  love  He  would  gather  them  to  Himself,  for  Ho 
loves  all  mankind  and  came  to  show  forth  His  love  to 
everyone.  He  warns  because  He  loves.  Do  we  not  also  do 
this  with  those  we  love  ? 

Now  read  the  omitted  vei-ses  of  our  lesson  (verses  13- 
36)  and  note  the  "woes"  that  are  pronounced  against  the 
scribes  and  Pharisees. 

We  can  easily  s^ee  that  it  would  be  easy  for  Jesus  to 
let  His  love  "plead"  for  His  people,  but  how  His  heart 
must  have  bled  before  He  finished  His  warnings  ,and  we 
find  one  of  the  most  plaintive  cries  in  the  closing  verses 
of  our  lesson,  as  Jesus  weeps  over  the  people  of  Jerusa- 
lem. How  He  must  have  suffered  in  the  knowledge  of 
their  faithlessness  and  how  His  great  heart  must  have 
bled  even  before  the  cruel  act  of  crucifixion  caused  it 
to  literally  burst  as  His  blood  was  shed  for  us. 

He  still  cries  out  in  agony  over  a  people  who  fail  to 
listen  to  His  pleading  and  who  still  "will  not"  come  that 
they  may  have  life  eternal.  Will  you  heed  His  call  as  He 
still  pleads  for  you? 


N. 
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LINWOOD,  MARYLAND,  HAPPENINGS 

"Honest  confession  is  good  for  the  soul,"  so  they  say, 
.so  this  writer  might  as  well  confess  to  dereliction  in  re- 
porting the  happenings  in  the  congregation  here  at  Lin- 
wood.  I  do  know  that  it  has  been  too  long  since  any  word 
has  appeared  in  the  Church  Paper  from  here.  And  a  pas- 
tor owes  it  to  his  congregation  to  keep  the  brotherhood 
informed  as  to  the  status  of  the  work  occasionally,  so,  to 
make  some  sort  of  amends  for  his  failui-e  the  writer  of- 
fers this  leport. 

.\t  P:aster  time,  1952,  a  Go.spel  Team  from  Ashland 
College  came  to  the  field  here  and  held  meetings  from  Fii- 
day  night  to  Sunday  night,  giving  us  a  series  of  very 
fine  services.  All  were  consecrated  young  folks,  one  of 
them  having  marrifd  since  then  and  is  now  preparing  for 
.Missionary  service  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  l^he  church 
enjoyed  their  visit  with  us,  and  gave  them  God  speed  as 
they  returned  to  Ashland. 

The  customary  special  days  of  the  church  year  were 
duly  observed  through  the  summer — Mother's  Day,  Chil- 
dren's Day,  Harvest  Home,  Home  Coming.  This  last  is  a 
gala  day  for  Linwood,  and  is  observed    on    the    .second 


Sunday  in  October,  with  all-day  services,  climaxed  in  the 
evening  by  an  address  by  the  new  governor  of  the  State, 
Hon.  Theodore  R.  McKeldin.  The  Governor  has  been  com- 
ing to  Linwood  and  speaking  at  the  home  coming  services 
for  some  twenty-six  years,  long  before  he  was  governor. 
And  the  people  of  Linwood  declare  that  he  gets  better 
every  time  he  comes.  (We  have  his  promise  for  next  Oc- 
tober again).  At  Harvest-home  time  and  Thanksgiving 
time  the  congregation  always  brings  gifts  of  food  and 
present  them  to  their  parsonage  folks.  And  that  is  a  lift 
in  these  days  of  high  prices.  Then  at  Christmas  time  the 
pastor  is  always  the  recipient  of  a  generous  purse.  For 
all  these  remembrances  the  pastor  and  wife  are  truly 
grateful. 

The   special   days   of   the   church   calendar  are   remem- 
bered  in  order  as  they  come   up  for    observation.     And  I 
some  national  pi-ojects,  Red  Cross,  the  Polio  appeal,  etc., 
all  are  remembered  and  supported,  both  by  the  congrega- 
tion and  the  individual  membership.  4 

Some  repairs  and  improvements  have  been  made  in  the 
last  year.  A  cement  walk  has  been  laid  along  the  north 
side  of  the  church,  from  the  basement  entrance  to  meet 
with  the  walk  from  the  front  steps  to  the  highway.  And 
some  while  before  the  laying  of  the  new  walk  a  brick  ves- 
tibule had  been  built  over  the  entrance  to  the  basement 
room,  so  that  entrance  can  be  had  now  to  the  basement 
without  walking  in  mud  or  tramping  down  the  grass.  And 
now  plans  are  under  way  to  improve  the  basement 
room — asphalt  block  floor  and  improving  of  side  walls 
and  ceiling. 

This  locality  is  surrounded  by  churches,  for  within  a 
radius  of  some  five  miles  there  are  ten  or  twelve  church 
buildings  housing  congregations  of  various  denomina- 
tions. One  of  our  closest  neighbors  is  the  pastor  of  the 
Pipe  Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren,  mother  church  of  a 
group  of  other  churches  of  like  faith.  And  this  preacher 
buys  his  milk  from  the  neighbor  minister,  so  M'e  are  not 
entirely  strangers  to  each  other,  and  often  we  are  in- 
vited to  special  occasions  at  the  Pipe  Creek  church.  We 
do  not  profess  to  see  "eye  to  eye"  on  all  the  problems 
of  Christianity,  but  placing  our  feet  upon  a  common  faith 
and  trust  in  a  universal  Savior,  we  have  fellowship  that 
is  blessed  and  strengthening.  I 

At  this  time  the  congregation  is  looking  forward  to  hav- 
ing a  Gospel  Team  from  Ashland  at  the  Easter  season, 
if  we  can  secure  one.  The  pastor  is  interested  in  this  plan 
because  he  wants  some  of  his  young  men  to  meet  othei' 
young  men  from  an  educational  institution,  with  a  view 
of  interesting  the  local  youth  in  higher  education.  This 
church  has  never  sent  many — if  any — young  folks  to  Ash- 
land, and  every  congregation  ought  to  have  one  young 
man  from  its  number  in  Ashland,  studying  for  the  min- 
istry. If  such  were  the  case  we  should  have  no  dearth  of 
preachers. 

In  October,  immediately  following  the  annual  Home- 
coming service,  Elder  John  F.  Locke  began  an  evange- 
listic campaign  of  a  week's  duration.  It  was  the  first  time 
the  writer  had  ever  had  the  opportunity  to  work  with 
Brother  Locke,  and  he  found  him  a  worker  who  was  ever 
ready  to  do  all  he  could  to  win  men  for  the  Lord.  .Brother 
Locke  is  a  sermonizer  of  no  mean  ability,  and  every  mes- 
sage was  rich  with  depth  of  thought  and  eainestness  of 
appeal.  But  sinners  would  not  come  to  be  brought  under 
the  influence   of  the'  gospel,  or  if  they    did    come,    they 
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"liurdened  their  hearts."  That  there  were  no  results  was 
not  to  be  laid  to  the  charge  of  the  lEvangeliKt. 

At  the  January  business  meeting  the  church  extended  a 
call  to  fheir  present  pastor  to  remain  with  them  for  an- 
other year  of  sei-vice.  If  we  are  permitted  to  live  that 
much  longer,  that  will  make  six  years  of  labor-  with  this 
people.  Problems  there  are  in  the  work  at  this  place,  but 
what  church  does  not  have  its  problems?  And  we  believe 
they  can  be  eventually  worked  out  to  the  blessing  of  the 
church  and  the  glory  of  God.  We  pi'ay  God's  continual 
blessing  on  our  beloved  fraternity,  and  ciave  an  interest 
in  the  prayers  of  God's  people  everywhere. 

Fraternally,     Dyoll   Belote. 


BROWER.  Rev.  J.  W.  Brower  went  home  to  be  with  the 
Lord  on  Tuesday  evening,  February  3,  1953,  following  an 
illness  of  several  weeks,  at  the  Flora  Brethren  Home. 
Brother  and  Sister  Brower  had  just  passed  their  sixtieth 
wedding  anniversary  on  January  28th.  He  had  been  ill 
for  a  long  time,  and  for  the  last  year  he  steadily  grew 
worse.  For  the  last  couple  of  months  he  was  confined  to 
his  bed.  Until  about  two  months  ago  he  attended  the  ser- 
vices in  the  Flora  Brethren  Church,  where  he  was  a 
member.  He  also  attended  the  prayer  services  at  the 
Home,  and  took  part  in  them. 

During  his  active  ministiy  he  served  the  Huntington, 
Dutchtown,  Peru,  Brighton,  New  Paris  and  Milford, 
Indiana  churches. 

He  was  a  native  of  the  Flora,  Indiana  community,  the 
son  of  Frank  and  Catherine  Brower.  He  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Flora  Witter  on  January  28,  1893.  Besides 
his  wife  he  is  survived  by  three  daughters,  Mrs.  Elmer 
Kuns,  of  Bringhurst,  Indiana;  Mrs.  Paul  Erbaugh,  of 
Dayton,  Ohio;  and  Miss  Edith  Brower,  of  Logansport; 
three  grandchildren  and  two  great-grandchildren. 

Sei-vices  were  in  the  First  Brethren'  Church  in  Flora, 
Indiana,  on  February  6th.  The  undersigned  used  for  his 
text,  I  Corinthians  15:55,  "O  death,  where  is  thy  sting? 
O  grave,  where  is  thy  victory?"  Dr.  Robert  F.  Porte,  of 
Warsaw,  assisting. 

Those  representing  the  Indiana  Ministerial  Association 
were:  Rev.  E.  J.  .Beekley,  of  Warsaw;  Rev.  William  Over- 
holzer,  Dutchtown;  Rev.  Milton  Bowman,  Peru;  Rev.  Aus- 
tin Gable,  Peru;  Rev.  Claud  Studebaker,  Bunker  Hill;  and 
Rev,  Myron  Dodds,  Burlington. 

C.  A.  Stewart. 


MISSIONARY  NEWS 


their  black  .suits  and  top  hatH  on.  Thft  carnage  waK  dec- 
orated with  beautiful  wreaths  of  cut  flowerH.  Behind  this 
carriage,  there  were  about  seventy-five  moumerH  ail 
dressed  in  black.  It,  was  a  slow,  solemn,  quiet  pr'>ceH»ion 
to  the  cemetery,  \\'hich  was  approximately  a  two-mile 
walk.  Behind  the  mourners  came  another,  but  smaller, 
carriage  with  only  one  team  of  horses  (not  draped)  and 
only  one  driver.  It  was  the  type  that  one  could  ride  on, 
but  it  was  empty.  On  the  side  were  written  the  words 
"La  Uutima  Joya"  which  must  mean  "the  final  jewel"  or 
"the  greatest  jewel."  Of  what  significance  these  word« 
are,  we  know  not  as  yet.  The  cemeteries  here  ai-e  much 
different  from  those  in  the  States,  in  that  they  are  full 
of  large  monuments  and  tomb-like  stnictures,  some  re- 
sembling cathedrals.  All  are  veiy  large,  compared  with 
those  seen  in  thee  average  cemeteiy  in  North  Amrica. 


(Continued  from  page  7) 

reached  almost  to  the  ground,  and  had  high  gray  plumes 
on  their  heads.  The  drivers  sat  on  top  at  the  front  with 


195.3  PUBLICATION  DAY  OFFERIN(; 

January  1-27,  1953 

(PLEASE  NOTE:  The  offerings  listed  below  are  those 
which  were  received  by  our  office  during  this  period.  For 

some  of  the  churches,  it  represents  just  a  partial  offer- 
ing,  a   quarterly   or   semi-annual   offering.    Editor.) 

Carl  iBoone,   Wabash,   Indiana    $  25.00 

Mrs.  Maggie  Belle  Coons,  Washington  C.  H.,  Ohio  3.00 

Mrs.  Ida  Himiller,  Washington  C.  H.,  Ohio   2.00 

Henry  B.  Viers,  Worthington,  Ohio    2.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Lonero,  Reno,  Nevada   15.00 

Mr.   and  Mrs.  Earl   Benshoff,   Windber,   Pa 10.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  W.  Fitt,  Windber,  Pa 5.00 

Dell  G.  and  Amanda  Lemon,  Poi'tis,  Kansa.s   ....  5.00 

Matteson   (Sherwood),  Michigan  Brethren  Cliurch.  5.00 

Haddix,  Kentucky  Brethren  Church    i'.OO 

J.   R.  Keadle,  Mapleville,  Maryland    l.oo 

Estella  Blackstone,  Logan,  Ohio    10.00 

Mrs.  Ella  Ovelman,  Chambersburg,  Pa 1.00 

College    Corner    (Wabash),    Ind.    Brethren    Church  25.00 

Ora  E.  Jones,  Clayton,  Ohio    2.00 

Miss   Vivian   Ryan,   Selinagrove,   Pa 1.00 

Scott  A.   Shannon,  Hiawatha,  Kansas    2.0C 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  S.  Baker,  New  Florence.  Pa 5.00 

Mrs.  Cora  E.  .Brant,  Harrisburg,  Pa 1.00 

Mrs.  Nina  M.  Bishop,  Kissimee,  Florida    5.00 

Luther  M.  Miller,  Latrobe,  Pa 5.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jerry  L.  Flora,  Largo,  Indiana    ....  2.00 

H.  A.  Gossard,  Whittier,  California   10.00 

Mrs.   Minnie   Sloan,  Mulberry,   Indiana   5.00 

Elkhart,   Indiana   Brethren   Church    55.00 

David  S.  Hegler,  Chillocothe.  Ohio   3.00 

Mrs,   E.  A.  Juillerat,  Portland,  Indiana    3.50 

Goshen,  Indiana.   Brethren   Church    54.06 

Glenford,  Ohio  Brethren  Church    22.00 

Vesta  N.  Hoover,  Meyersdale,  Pa 3.(X) 

Glenford.  Ohio  Brethren  Miss.   Society    10,00 

Clarence  M.  Fitzwater,  Mathias.  W.  Va 10.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  S.  Gaiilt,  Glen  Falls,  N.  Y 25.00 

Highland,    (Marianna)    Pa.   Brethren  Church    6.00 

Fairhaven.   (West  Salem)   Ohio  Brethren  Chui-ch..  26.15 

New  Paris,  Indiana   Brethren  Church    139. So 

1953   Total   to   date    ?513.09 
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BIBLE   PICTURE   BOOK   FOR   TINY  TOTS 
Illustrated   by    George    G.    Benes 

Illustrated   Bible  scenes   in   two  colors.    Illus- 
trates  such   Bible   scenes   as: 
Tlie  Garden 
Xoali's  Ark 

Daniel  in  the  Lion's  Den 
Jesus  and  the  Little  Children 
Peter  Vi'alking  on  the  Water 
With    Scripture    texts.     Size,    7%"    x    10%". 
Paper,    15(#     Per  dozen,  $1.50 

BIBLE   ABC's   IN   RHYME 
By  Jean  C.   Keegslra 
Ilustrated  by  George  G.  Benes 

Four  colored  illustrations  for  each  cleverly 
written  rhyme.  The  verses  carry  a  real  message. 
Printed  by  lithography  in  brilliant  colors.  Size 
7^"    X    10y2".     Paper,    35^.     Per   dozen,    $3.50 

SING  A   SONG  FOR  JESUS 
By   Mildred   Morningstar 

Popular   children's   songs   such   as: 

Jesus  Loves  Me 

Jesus  Loves  the  Little  Children 

This   Little  Light  of  Mine 
Illustrated.    Size   8"   x   10y2".  Paper,    50^ 

THE   STORY  HOUR  SERIES 

Outstanding     Christian      stories     for     various 
age    groups.     Each    book    beautifully    illustrated. 
Size,    6%  "    X    9  ".    12    books    in    the    series    are: 
Bible  ABC  Book— (Primary) 
Favorite    Bible    Stories — (Primary) 
Stories   of   Jesus — (Junior) 
Bedtime  Stories — (Junior) 
Bible    Primer — (Primary) 
A    Hive    of    Busy    Bees — (Intermediate) 
Bible   Character  Jewels — (Primary) 
Bible    Picture    Book — (Beginners) 
Paths  of  Uprightness — (Primary) 
Fireside  Tales — (Primary) 
Sunny  Hour  Stories —  (Intermediate) 
Happy  Hour  Talcs —  (Primaiy) 

This  series  represents  the  best  and  biggest 
value  among  juvenile  books.  Each  is  attractively 
printed  with  color  throughout  and  richly  il- 
lustrated. Bound  in  heavy,  full  color,  2  ply 
covers.  Educators,  parents,  pastors  and  super- 
intendents use  the  Story  Hour  Series  because  of 
its  sound  Bible  teaching  and  freedom  from 
controversy.  Interest,  popularity  and  steadily- 
growing  demand  bear  eloquent  testimony  to  the 
delight  with  which  people  accept  this  fascinating 
series. 

12  books,  paper,  each  40(J 


CHRISTIAN    NURSERY    RHYMES 
By  Mildred  Morningstar 

Appealingly  written  Christian  nursery  rhymes. 
Rhymes  of  the  child's  experiences — dressing, 
eating,  playing,  washing,  going  to  bed,  etc — 
point  him  to  Jesus.  Ideal  for  beginning  readers. 
Each  page  completely  and  beautifully  designed 
with  four-color,  lithographed  illustrations.  Size 
7^2"  X  loya"  Paper,   60^ 

CHILDREN'S  BIBLE  STORY  SERIES 
By    Theodore    W.    Engstrom 

13    graphically    and    interestingly    told    Bible 
stories  in  each  book.    These  books  contain  both 
full  color  and  black  and  white  illustrations.    Size 
6"  X  9 '.    The  four  books  in  the  series  are: 
Old  Testament  Stories 
New  Testament   Stories 
Stories    of   Jesus 
Familiar  Bible   Stories 
"Boys   and   girls   from    3    to   8    years    of   age 
need    this    book,    which    effectively    tells    Bible 
stories    from    the    life    of    Jesus,    in    simple    but 
beautiful  words  which  children  will   remember." 

Defetider 
4    books,    each,    paper,    50(i.     Per    dozen    $5.00. 
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hems  of  general  Interest 


I.S  YOUR  CHURCH  IN  THE  NEWS? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 

The  new.s  in  the  "Intei-esting  Items"  is  gleaned  from 
Bulletins,  letters,  etc.,  which  come  to  the  iEditoi''s  desk. 

Sometimes  bulletins  do  not  contain  "general  interest" 
news;  sometimes  we  do  not  receive  them  from  your 
church,  and  thus  your  church  is  not  in  the  news. 

IF  IT'S  "GENERAL  INTEREST"  NEWS,  AND  IF 
WE  RECEIVE  IT,  YOU  WILL  SEE  IT  IN  THIS  COL- 
UMN. 

BE  SURE  IT'S  NEW.S.  BE  SURE  WE  RECEIVE  IT! 


.ST.  .JAMES,  MARYLAND.  Very  fine  progress  in  ex- 
cavating and  improving  the  basement  of  the  church  is 
being  made.  The  recent  building  fund  offering  in  the 
Sunfiay  School  was  .$286.4.3.  Brother  Freeman  Ankrum 
comments  that  it  was  just  one  year  ago  when  the  first  of 
•such  offerings,  amounting  to  .$87.50,  was  lifted,  showing 
what  can  be  done  when  there  is  a  will. 

HAGERSTOWN,  MARYLAND.  Approximately  L50 
men,  women  and  children  enjoyed  a  church  "Family 
Night  "  recently.  A  covered  dish  supper  was  served,  fol- 


lowed by  a  program  of  songs,  skits,  etc.  A  very  fine  de- 
votional program  opened  the  evening's  activities. 

WAYNE  HEIGHTS  BRETHREN,  WAYNESBORO, 
HENNA.  Two  beautiful  silk  flags,  (American  and  Chris- 
tian) were  presented  to  the  church  by  the  Washington, 
D.  C.  Brethren  Church). 

.Brother  N.  V.  Leatherman  reports  the  starting  of  a 
training  class  for  teachers  and  administratoi's  on  Wed- 
nesday evening,  with  a  good  interest  being  manifested 
in  it. 

MEYiERSDALE,  PENNA.  MAIN  STREET  BRETH- 
REN. The  Public  Service  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  So- 
ciety, Group  I,  was  scheduled  for  Feb.  22nd. 

Quarterly  Cash  Day,  for  repairs  to  the  church  building, 
is  set  for  March  8th. 

PITTSBURGH,  PENNA.  The  evening  service  of  Feb- 
ruary 15th  was  in  charge  of  the  W.  M.  S.,  with  the  Pas- 
tor, Brother  Ralph  E.  Mills,  presenting  a  review  of  the 
Missionary  Society's  Mission  Study  Book. 

The  63rd  anniversary  of  the  organization  of  the  church 
was  observed  Wednesday  evening,  Feb.  18th,  with  a  sup- 
per, followed  by  an  appropriate  program. 

LOUISVILLE,  OHIO.  The  Sisterhood  presented  their 
Public  Service  on  Sunday  morning,  February  22nd. 

Dr.  J.  Garber  DiTishal,  President  of  the  Missionary 
Board  of  the  Brethren  Church  is  schedued  to  speak  in  the 
Louisville  church  on  March  8th. 

Revival  meetings  are  scheduled  for  M,arch  15th  to  29th. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO,  PARK  STREET  BRETHREN.  The 
College  Christian  Endeavor  Society  presented  a  special 
program  for  the  church  on  the  evening  of  February  15th. 
After  a  very  fine  devotional  program,  the  playlet,  "When 
the  Money  Talked,"  was  presented. 

WEST  ALEXANDRIA,  OHIO.  Union  Lenten  Services, 
in  which  our  church  will  participate,  are  to  be  held  Sun- 
day evenings  from  now  on  until  Easter.  Brother  Smith 
F.  Rose,  Pastor  of  our  church,  will  bring  several  of  the 
messages. 

.Brother  Rose  has  scheduled  Baptismal  Services  for 
March  1st. 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  Brother  William  S.  Crick  spoke  over 
WPFB  on  their  morning  devotional  program  recently, 
ably  assisted  by  two  of  his  members,  Lowell  Knabe  and 
Miss  Anita  Kabe,  with  special  music. 

DAYTON,  OHIO.  Several  of  the  first  issues  of  Brother 
Percy  C.  Miller's  weekly  Pastoral  Letters,  to  his  congi-e- 
gation,  have  reached  our  office.  Contained  therein  ai'e 
items  about  the  sei-vices,  and  other  interesting  matters 
about  the  church,  and  its  general  program,  of  interest  to 
the  members.  (This  is  one  excellent  way  of  keeping  the 
membership  informed  about  their  church.) 

Brother    Miller    has  announced    a    special    Evangelistic 

effort  from   February  22nd  until  Easter,  in  the  Sunday 

morning    and    evening  services,    and    in    the    Wednesday 
evening  service. 

BRYAN,  OHIO.  Mrs.  Lydia  Knnkl?  reports  on  the 
work  of  the  Flower  Committee,  W.  M.  S.,  Sunday  School 
Class,  and  the  Happy  Birthday  Circle  for  1952.  A  very 
excellent  plan  is  in  operation  whereby  the  money  which 
normally  would  be  used  to  purchase  baskets  of  flowers, 

(Continued  on  page  10)  ' 
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TESUS,  IN  HIS  SERMON  on  the  Mount,  taught  a  very 
^  exacting  principle  of  forgiveness.  It  is  one  that  we  too 
often  ignore,  to  our  sorrow  and  loss. 

Jesus  taught  that  forgiveness  of  sin  is  conditional  on 
our  forgiveness  of  our  fellowmen.  He  taught  that  if  we 
are  to  expect  forgiveness  from  the  Father  in  heaven,  we 
must  forgive  those  who  may  have  wronged  us,  and  we 
must  clear  from  our  hearts  any  hatreds,  ill  feelings,  or 
jealousies. 

Christ  did  not  waste  words  in  stating  the  fact.  He 
presented  this  tremendous  truth  in  just  a  few  words  as 
found  in  "The  Lord's  Prayer,"  in  the  petition,  "Forgive 
us  our  debts,  as  we  forgive  our  debtors." 

Let's  break  that  phrase  apart.  We  simplify  it  and  find, 
"FORGIVE  AS  WE  FORGIVE!"  The  all-important  thing 
we  too  often  miss  is  that  word,  "AS." 

THE   TWO    DEBTORS 

There  comes  to  mind  the  account  of  the  two  debtors. 
The  one,  owing  millions,  it  being  a  debt  he  could  never 
pay,  was  forgiven  by  his  lord,  upon  his  own  request. 
Through  no  merit  of  his  own;  through  no  worthiness  nor 
good  works  of  his  own,  he  was  forgiven.  It  was  a  com- 
plete, unmerited  forgiveness  on  the  part  of  the  lord  to- 
wards his  debtor  servant.  Yet,  this  forgiven  servant  went 


out  from  the  presence  of  his  lord  and  endeavored  to  ex- 
act from  a  fellow  servant  a  small  sum  owed  to  him.  The 
attitude  of  the  forgiven  servant  showed  that  he  intended 
to  exact  the  full  amount,  even  to  the  very  last  farthing 
of  his  paltry  sum. 

The  conclusion  of  the  matter  we  know  to  be  one  of  the 
most  terrible  judgments  ever  recorded  in  the  word  of 
God!  Because  the  forgiven  servant  was  unforgiving,  his 
forgivenesvS  was  removed  from  him.  Let  the  theologians 
argue,  debate,  and  wrestle  \\ith  the  many  interpretations 
on  the  matter  of  salvation,  the  fact  remains  as  taught 
here  that  if  we  have  an  unforgiving  spi-it — hatreds,  en- 
vyings,  jealousies,  strife — in  our  hearts,  our  soul  is  not 
redeemed ! 

We,  personally,  have  wrestled  in  our  mind  and  think- 
ing, with  this  problem.  What  about  church  people  who 
possess  an  unforgiving  spirit,  who  are  jealous,  en^^ous, 
who  are  back-biting,  slanderous,  and  given  to  spreading 
false  gossip  and  rumors  about  people.  As  we  have  pon- 
dered this  matter,  and  as  we  have,  through  the  years, 
had  occasion  to  talk  the  problem  over  with  other  minis- 
ters, we  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  terrible  as  it  is, 
that  if  these  things  are  present  in  the  hearts  of  any 
church   people,    they   do   not  possess   the  forgiveness      of 

(Continued  on  page  10) 
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ANNOUNCEMENT  OF  PLANS  FOR  INCREASING 
OUR  EVANGELIST  SUBSCRIPTION  LIST.  A  READING 
CHURCH  IS  A  GROWING  CHURCH.  TO  UNITE  OUR 
CHURCH  IN  THOUGHT.  VISION  AND  WORK,  OUR  MEM- 
BERS MUST  READ  ABOUT  THE  CHURCH  AND  ITS  PLANS. 

WE  WILL  SEEK  TO  ENGAGE  THE  SUPPORT  OF  EVERY 
MINISTER.  LAY  WORKER.  AND  DENOMINATIONAL 
BOARD  IN  BUILDING  UP  THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 
SUBSCRIPTION  LIST  TO  A  NEW  HIGH. 

READ  ABOUT  IT  IN  NEXT  WEEK'S  ISSUE  OF  THE 
EVANGELIST.— EDITOR. 
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This  is  the  third  of  the  messages  delivered  by  brother  Locke  at  the 
1952  General  Conference  of  the  Brethren  Church  last  August.  Messages 
four  and  five  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Editor,  and  will  appear  in  THE 
EVANGELIST  in  the  near  future.— Editor. 

REV.  JOHN   F.   LOCKE 

"  Matthew  7:24.  "Every  one  then  that  hears  these  words  of  mine  and  does  them,  will  be  like  a  wise  man  who  built'' 
his  house  upon  a  rock." 


WHEN  THE  ATOMIC  BOM,B  was  eight  months  old  I 
heard  that  great  American  preacher,  Dr.  Clarence 
Kdward  McCartney  say  that  somewhere  in  our  land  a 
great  monument  should  be  erected  and  paid  for  by  the 
preachers  of  this  nation.  The  monument  was  to  be  to  the 
Atomic  Bomb  for  it  had  kept  the  preachers  of  the  U.  S. 
supplied  with  sermons  for  eight  months!  As  for  my  part 
I   resisted  the  impulse  for  more  than  eight   months. 

But  as  we  used  to  say  of  the  automobile,  it  looks  as 
though  the  bomb  is  here  to  stay  ...  to  stay  at  least 
until  it  destroys  us,  or,  we  destroy  the  thing  that  cre- 
ated it  in  the  first  place,  which  seems  very  unlikely  in 
our  generation.  Already  the  Atomic  Bomb  which  ushered 
in  the  atomic  age  of  fear,  has  been  superceded  by  newer 
and  more  deadly  bombs. 

The  Bible  is  here  to  stay.  Heaven  and  earth  may  pass 
away  but  its  eternal  truths  arc  unalterable.  Many  of  us 
chuckled  last  summer  when  we  heard  Pennsylvania's  Gov- 
rrnor  Fine  declare  to  all  America,  listening  and  looking 
on,  "Pennsylvania  will  never  pass!"  But  there  is  nothing 
more  certain  in  this  woild  than  that  there  will  be  change. 
The  earth  is  changing  .  .  .  people  are  changing,  govern- 
ments change,  society  changes.  "Change  and  decay  in  all 
around  I  see."  But  there  will  be  no  change  in  God's 
truth.  He  who  is  the  Way,  the  Truth,  and  the  Life  is  un- 
changing. He  is  the  same  today,  as  He  was  yesterday, 
and  will  be  forever.  The  Living  Word,  made  flesh  and 
dwelling  among  us,  has  brought  to  us  the  glimpse  we 
needed  of  Eternal  realities,  of  unchanging  verities.  The 
Book  is  here  to  stay. 

The  .Bomb  is  a  newcomer.  When  it  arrived,  the  press 
seemed  to  unleash  itft  most  vigorous  and  colorful  lan- 
guage to  say  something  lavish  about  its  potency.  And 
before  we  conclude  this  mes.sage  I  hope  you  will  see  how 
pitifully  weak  it  really  is!  They  said  in  news  repoils: 
"The  mo.st  terrible  weapon  ever  devised."  They  said,  "It 
is  the  most  awfully  destructive  force  ever  wielded  by 
man."  They  told  us  that  the  most  terrifying  aspect  of 
it   all   is  that  at  present  no   man   can  know  how  far   its 


destructive  effects  may  be  developed.  A  man  who  had 
w,atched  the  Atomic  Bomb  tests  in  the  South  Pacific 
promptly  wrote  a  book  entitled  "No  Place  to  Hide"  and 
that's  what  the  book  said;  exactly  that!  "There  is  no 
place  to  hide  from  Atomic  warfare."  The  only  way  to  be 
safe  is  not  to  be  around  when  the  bombs  begin  to  fall. 
We  all  could  have  guessed  that  without  reading  the  book! 

One  brother  suggested  a  new  primer  for  the  atomic 
age's  school  children  with  an  opening  jingle  which  reads: 

"A"  is  for  atom 

Which  if  turned  loose 

To  know  the  rest  of  the  alphabet 

Would  be  of  no  use. 

The  bomb  has  destroyed  a  whole  world  of  ideas.  One 
of  them  dropped  on  the  town  we  are  in  would  obliterate 
it.  An  accomplishment  like  that  which  took  place  at  Nag- 
asaki and  Hiroshima  doesn't  make  you  proud  of  being  a 
member  of  the  human  race,  it  makes  you  feel  like  re- 
signing from  it.  Everybody  in  the  United  States  at  least, 
(I  am  ashamed  for  the  rest  of  the  world  to  know  about 
it,  but  they  do)  should  read  the  little  book  by  the  Jap- 
anese Methodist  pastor  telling  of  his  experiences  and 
what  he  saw  in   those  miserable   shambles  we  created.      | 

How  a  m,an  can  describe  such  things  which  happened 
before  his  eyes  to  his  own  beloved  friends  ...  to  fellow 
Christians,  like  the  girls  in  the  Methodist  girls'  school 
who  had  just  finished  special  prayer  before  they  wei'e  all 
"atomized"  .  .  .  how  a  man  can  write  withf  such  complete 
lack  of  hatred  and  recrimination  is  wonderful  to  me.  I 
have  heard  the  Civil  War  rehearsed  by  the  Daughters  of 
the  Confederacy,  etc.  What  happened  in  those  stirring 
days  was  mostly  very  mild  compared  with  what  we  did 
one   day   with    one   bomb   to   Nagasaki   or  to   Hiroshima. 


I 


Nobody  really  knows  what  the  bomb  cost.  It  is  incal- 
culable, for  who  can  say  what  the  best  scientific  brains 
could  have  wrought  if  we  had  not  set  them  woi'king  on 
this  horrible  business?    The   testing  of  the    bomb,    they 
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told  us  after  Bikini,  cost  .i;500,0()(),0()(').  A  haif-biiliori  i<, 
find  out  what  it  would  do  to  some  pigs  .and  goats.  A  goat 
is  a  pretty  durable  animal,  which  we  probably  all  know 
by  observation  or  experience.  Even  a  goat  or  a  hog 
should  know  that  to  spend  Five  Hundred  Million  dollars 
on  such  experimentation  is  wonderful  nonsense,  when  it 
should  have  been  spent  to  send  missionaries  with  the 
blessed  Gospel  of  Peace.  It  could  have  been  spent  on 
eliminating  Cancer  and  Polio.  Why  can't  we  spend  to  an- 
nihilate all  these  real  enemies  of  mankind  ?  Instead  we 
create  more  enemies,  more  distrust  and  fear,  by  flashing 
our  terrible  bombs  around. 

Dr.  Arthur  Compton,  one  of  the  great  scientists  of  our 
age  says  that,  "to  bring  the  bomb  into  use  required  a  mil- 
lion man-years."  That  is  the  equivalent  of  a  thousand 
men  working  a  thousand  years  each.  Or,  twenty  thousand 
men  each  working  fifty  years  each.  Twenty  thousand  life- 
times of  labor  went  into  making  that  first  bomb.  That  is 
a  stupendous  fact.  The  accomplishment  is  hardly  in  keep- 
ing with  the  cost,  or  the  work  that  it  can  do.  Truly,  to 
paraphrase  the  Old  Testament  proverb  freely.  The  moun- 
tain has  labored  and  brought  forth  a  mouse  .  .  .  with 
dire  results!" 

To  quote  Dr.  Compton  further:  "The  world  is  in  dan- 
ger now  of  a  nervous  breakdown.  As  I  understand  it,  an 
individual  approaches  a  nervous  breakdown  when  he  gets 
it  into  his  head  that  he  can  no  longer  cope  with  his  sit- 
uation .  .  .  when  he  loses  faith  in  his  ability  to  do  the 
job  he  has  to  face."  So,  we  worked  a  million  man-years 
to  give  ourselves  the  makings  of  a  nervous  breakdown. 
Isn't  modern  man  smart?  He  admits  he  spent  untold  bil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  incalculable  human  energies,  to  make 
something  that  everybody  is  afraid  of,  including  (more 
so  than  anybody  else)  the  makers  themselves.  No  won- 
der Miss  Edna  St.  Vincent  Millay  has  come  forward  with 
a  poem  entitled  "An  epitaph  for  the  human  race."  We  are 
ready  for  an  epitaph,  foi-  the  bomb  means  death,  not  life; 
despair,  not  hope.  Never  in  the  history  of  man  was  fear 
among  nations  so  great. 

Certain  learned  theologians  met  and  devised  a  six  thou- 
and  word  statement  about  the  bomb.  They  said,  "The  atom- 
ic bomb  gives  new  and  fearful  meaning  to  the  age-old 
plight  of  man.  His  proudest  powers  have  always  been  his 
most  dangerous  sources  of  peril,  ,and  his  earthly  life  has 
always  been  lived  under  the  threat  of  eventual  extinc- 
tion. Christians  of  earlier  times  have  felt  these  truths 
more  keenly  than  modern  man,  whose  growing  control 
over  physical  forces  has  led  many  of  them  to  believe  that 
science  and  technology  would  in  time  assure  human  saf- 
ety and  well  being.  This  hope  has  been  dashed.  Our 
latest  triumph  of  science  and  technology  may  be  our  last. 
The  new  weapon  has  destroyed  at  one  blow  the  familiar 
conceptions  of  national  security,  changed  the  scale  of  de- 
stractive  conflict  among  peoples  and  opened  before  us  all 
the  prospect  of  swift  ruin  for  civilization  and  even  the 
possibility  of  a  speedy  end  to  man's  life   on  the  earth." 

And  then  they  go  on  to  say  that,  "the  one  good  ground 
for  hope  that  human  attitudes  may  be  changed  is  the  re- 
demptive activity  of  God  .  .  .  Amid  all  the  perils  of 
earthly  life,  the  lordship  of  God  will  prevail  and  his  pur- 
pose and  judgment  and  mercy  will  not  be  frustrated." 
Where  did  they  get  that  idea?   From  the  Book! 

The  Book  is  mightier  than  the  bomb.  It  took  more 
than  a  million  man-years  to  prepare  it!  Before  the  foun- 


dations  of  the  earth   were   laid,   the  foundationH     of  our 
faith  in  (iod  were  prepared.  Here  in  what  th<:   Book  drx?H: 

I.     THE  HOOK    HKALS 

It  proclaims  to  a  woild  that  is  fi';i-vou;-;,  anO  at  lirnes 
hysterical,  tlu;  truth  that  heals  and  builds.  The  bornb  dt- 
sti'oys,  hut  the  Book  lieals  and  builds.  The  .Book  enlight- 
ens. It  deals  with  life.  Too  many  of  us  are  trying  to 
play  the  game  of  life  without  knowing  the  rules  of  the 
game,  and  where  the  goal  posts  are.  The  book  tells  us  of 
the  way  to  have  peace  and  to  make  peace.  It  teaches  us 
the  way  of  forgiveness,  how  God  forgives  and  how  we 
must  practice,  forgiveness  to  receive  His  forgiveness. 
Take  for  instance  the  story  our  Lord  Jesus  told  of  the 
man  who  owed  ten  thousand  talents.  That  meant  he  was 
hopelessly  in  debt.  He  implored  his  king  for  mercy  and 
the  king  did  even  better  than  he  had  any  right  to  hope 
...  He  forgave  him.  He  walked  out  of  the  palace  a  free 
man,  out  of  debt.  Then,  what  do  you  suppose  happened  ? 
His  eyes  fell  upon  a  poor  fellow  that  owed  him  seventeen 
dollars.  He  had  owed  his  lord  millions,  this  man  owed 
him  but  seventeen,  but  he  seized  the  man  by  the  throat 
and  demanded  payment  on  the  spot.  The  poor  debtor  used 
the  very  same  language  he  had  just  used,  inside,  on  the 
king,  but  it  didn't  work  with  him,  No!  He  would  have 
his  seventeen  dollars. 

We  will  never  make  a  peaceful  world  with  bombs.  But 
if  we  would  learn  to  forgive  our  debtors  and  sincerely 
pray  that  petition  of  our  Lord's  wonderful  model  prayer 
which  He  gave  us  .  .  .  you  would  have  a  hard  tim.e  get- 
ting a  war,  large  or  small  under  way.  The  Book  heals 
and  points  the  way  for  healing  many  a   human  problem. 

II.     THE  BOOK  COMFORT.S 

It  quiets  our  fears.  It  says  that  they  that  wait  on  the 
Lord  shall  renew  their  strength  and  find  enough  strength 
to  meet  the  demands  of  their  day.  A  whole  world  of  men 
can  draw  from  it  the  inspiration  for  holy  and  happy  liv- 
ing and  still  not  lessen  in  the  least  its  life  giving  powei-s. 
There  is  energy  for  you!  The  Bomb  can  create  fear,  but 
it  cannot  bi'ing  soul-peace  to  its  possessors. 

The  Book  enlarges  men  until  they  become  godly  in  their 
views  and  interests.  Ideals  make  the  man  and  the  Book 
sees  to  it  that  every  man  that  inquires  therein  shall  be 
thoroughly  furnished  unto  all  good  work. 

The  bomb  can  only  furnish  man  with  misery  and  the 
miserable  hope  that  it  won't  be  used.  Tliis  is  a  perfectly 
groundless  hope,  for  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
the  Communists  will  ever  be  deterred  by  any  considera- 
tion but  self  interest. 

After  all,  who  are  we  to  talk  about  considerations  of 
humanity  and  the  like — we  dropped  it  first!  Whoever 
made  that  decision  iias  put  us  on  tlie  wrong  side  of  the 
ledger  of  history. 

W'hen  Henry  Drummond  came  back  from  a  world  tour, 
his  students  asked  hin\  what  was  the  gi-andest  sight  that 
he  had  seen.  He  replied,  "The  grandest  sight  in  the  world 
is  a  Christian  man."  The  Book  makes  these  glorious 
sights  to  abound.  Bombs  make  rubble  and  death  and 
misery  and  sorrow.  Broken  hearts  cannot  be  comforted 
with  bombs.  The  Book  can  introduce  you  to  Christ  and 
the  Holy  Comforter  He  has  sent. 

III.     THE   BOOK   POINTS   A   WAY   OF   HOPE 

It   tells   of   Him   that   overcame  the   world.   It   describes 
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the  final  victory  alioad  and  even  gives  us  a  bit  of  tho 
melody  of  the  victory  song.  It  pushes  back  the  curtain  foi- 
a  few  briei  moments  and  lets  us  glimpse  the  stage  being 
set  for  our  eternal  enjoyment.  The  Rook  lets  you  hear 
the  white  i-obed  throng  singing  the  praise  of  the  Lamb 
that  was  slain.  After  the  detonation  of  the  bomb  there  is 
no  ivjoicing.  Darkness  follows  its  light.  Its  end  is  death 
for  the  i>ecipient  and  damnation  for  the  sender. 

IV.     THE  BOOK   ANNIHILATES   ENEMIES 

What  divei-se  pei-sonalities  are  brought  together  among 
its  authoi-s.  Caught  up  in  the  love  of  God,  these  -nen 
left  the  things  that  divided  them,  and  became  saints. 
St,  Matthew,  the  publican,  and  St.  Peter,  the  Zealot,  and 
St.  John,  the  Son  of  Thunder,  all  write  of  the  compa.^- 
sionate  Christ  of  God  our  Savior.  They  are  all  one  in  His 
love. 

The  bomb  can  blast  men  to  bits,  but  the  Bock  can  fuse 
them  together  in  the  bonds  of  b'.ly  friendsh.ip  and  love, 
as  companions  on  the  great  Quest  .  seeking  the  King- 
dom fii-st.  In  this  they  find  the  principle  of  atomic  union 
rather  than  disunion.  We  need  a  means  of  uniting  far 
more  than  we  need  a  means  of  splitting  and  splintering. 

V.  THE  BOOK  RENDERS  THE  BOMB  HARMLESS 

If  enough  people  follow  the  Way  of  Him  of  whom  the 
Book  tells,  the  bomb  will  be  utterly  useless.  What  would 
a  man  like  St.  John,  writing  about  love,  do  with  an 
atomic  bomb?  Changed  men  have  no  use  for  the  bomb. 
But  the  bomb  cannot  make  the  Book  useless.  "Thy  word 
is  settled  forever  in  heaven."  We  look  for  a  new  heaven 
and  earth  because  we  have  looked  within  the  Book.  Once 
more  the  celebrated  statement  of  the  French  skeptic 
comes  to  mind  .  .  .  "Whatever  the  surprises  of  the  fu- 
tui-e,  Jesus  will  never  be  surpassed."  He  has  never 
.««emed  so  necessary  as  now. 

I  have  no  praise  for  the  bomb  or  its  makers.  All  that 
it  does  is  to  underline  the  frailty,  and  poverty,  and  fu- 
tility of  humanity  in  trying  to  save   itself.   Exhibit  "A" 


of  the  twentieth  century  is  a  mushroom-looking  explosion 
caused  by  the  bomb.  That  picture  says  (and  His  words 
are  right)  "Without  me  ye  can  do  nothing";  certainly 
nothing  worth  doing. 

The  best  things  that  have  ever  been  claimed  for  the 
bomb,  so  far  as  I  have  learneed,  is  that  if  we  can  find 
ways  to  put  it  to  better  use  it  may  do  some  things  which 
we  are  ah'eady  doing  rather  well,  such  as  making  elec- 
tricity or  propelling  vehicles  and  boats.  Such  claims 
sound  weak  and  remain  to  be  proven. 

The  claims  of  the  Word  of  God  are  manifold  and  they 
ai-e  proven.  The  Word  has  worked.  It  has  changed  can- 
nibals into  friendly  communicants  at  the  Lord's  table.  It 
has  dealt  the  death  blow  to  human  slavery  wherever  it 
has  been  accepted.  It  has  made  men  honest  and  upright. 
Hotel  owners  claim  that  its  presence  on  the  bureau  saves 
them  towels,  bathmats,  and  blankets.  Mr.  Ellsworth  M. 
Statler  of  the  Statler  hotels,  spoke  on  behalf  of  the  Gid- 
eons some  years  ago,  and  made  the  assertion,  "No  room 
has  been  properly  furnished,  no  matter  how  much  has 
been  spent  on  it,  unless  the  word  of  God  is  there."  That 
can  be  said  of  our  whole  civilization,  or  you  can  say  it 
of  the  nation's  life.  However  much  we  have  if  we  do  not 
have  the  Word  of  God,  we  are  incomplete  and  commit 
folly. 

THE  BOMB  SHOULD  CONVINCE  US  THAT  IT  IS 
TIME  TO  GET  BACK  TO  THE  ,BOOK. 

THE  BOOK  NEEDS  EXALTATION  AND  REVER- 
ENT STUDY  IN  OUR  SCHOOLS. 

THE  BOOK  DESERVES  A  NEW  ATTITUDE  OF 
INQUIRY  AND  STUDY  IN  CHURCH  WHERE  ITS 
VOICE  SHOULD  AT  ALL  TIMES  BE  AUTHORITA- 
TIVE. 

THE  BOOK  DESERVES  A  NEW  RESPECT  FROM 
SOCIETY  IN  ALL  PUBLIC  RELATIONS. 

GIVE  THE  BOOK  ITS  RIGHTFUL  PLACE,  AND 
THE  BOMB  IS  SAFE. 

Maurei'town,  Virginia. 


NEW  BRETHREN  YOUTH 

AMBASSADOR  QUARTET 

IN  PREPARATION 


With  wedding  bells  soon  to  ring-  for  several 
members  of  the  Ambassador  Quartet,  Brethren 
Youth  has  secured  the  services  of  another  group 
of  young  men.  This  new  quartet  will  travel  this 
.summer  and  cariT  on  the  same  type  of  work  as 
tho  old  quai'tet.  The  men  will  travel  under  the 
hpon.sorship  of  the  Brethren  Youth  Evangelistic 
Crusade. 

The  new  quartet  is  composed  of:  Charles  Huff 
of  Waterloo,  Iowa;  William  Curtis,  of  New  Leb- 
anon, Ohio;  Glen  Grumbling  of  Johnstown, 
Panna.;  and  Ronald  Ritchey  of  Berlin,  Peima. 
All  of  these  men  are  students  at  Ashland,  and 
are  preparing  for  the  ministry. 


In  addition  to  the  Brethren  Youth  Ambassa- 
dor Quartet,  teams  of  girls  are  baing  prepared  ■ 
to  take  charge  of  Bible  Schools  in  some  of  the  : 
churches  of  the  denomination.  These  Crusader  j 
Teams  are  available  upon  request,  where  dates  ' 
are  not  already  filled. 

WHEN  YOU  THINK  OF  THE  PROGRESS 
MADE  BY  THE  YOUNG  PEOPLE  IN  THE 
BRETHREN  CHURCH  YlOU  CANNOT  HELP 
BUT  T?IANK  GOD  FOR  HIS  DIRECTION 
AND  HELP.  AS  HIS  WORKERS,  YOUR  NA- 
TIONAL BRETHREN  YOUTH  BOARD  CON- 
TINUES TO  PLAN  FOR  EVEN  GREATER 
EFFORTS  IN  CHRIST'S  NAME. 
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Missionary     Department 


NEWS   BRIEFS   FROM  OUR  MISSIONARIES 


NOTES   FROM   ROBERT  BYLER 

January  19 — "Diquecito"  Cordoba: 

The  camp   is  in  full  swing.   We  have  about  one  short 
of  70  this  year!  But  things  are  moving  along  nicely,  de- 
spite the   lack  of  foreknowledge.  Quite   a    number    came 
without  filling  out  their  application  forms,  and  as  a  re- 
sult,   we    were    expecting   only   about   half    this    numbei-. 
I  June    Byler,   Pastor  Espinosa,    Luis,a    Kugler    and    three 
j  missionary  families  are  among  those  teaching  and  help- 
I  ing,  as  well  as  several  Bible  School  students  who  joined 
[  us  this  year.  It  is  a  pleasant  experience  and  a  big  chal- 
lenge. We  are  hoping  to  have  a  baptismal  service  before 
camp  is  over,  for  there  are  several  candidates  and  we  are 
praying  for  some  conversions  during  the  camp. 
January  22. 

I      There  has  been  a  good  spirit  plus  lots  of  enthusiasm 

j  in  camp  this  year!   The  classes  are  good  and  the  music 

is  excellent.  Our  missionary  friend  from  Chile,  Mr.  Am- 

stutz,   contributed   greatly   with   his   fine   music    (trumpet 

and  voice),  his   Spirit-filled  presence  and  the   inspiration 

'  of  his  messages.  He  will  return  to  Chile  the  end  of  Feb- 

I  l^lary  after  sei'ving  a  short    fill-in    term    as    dii'ector    of 

the  Bible  Institute. 

We  have  campers  of  all  ages — from  very  young  (about 
four  years)  to  quite  a  bit  beyond  my  years!  It  is  too 
bad  we  are  limited  to  a  two-weeks  camp.  If  we  could 
have  graded  camps  and  make  it  a  full  summer  program 
on  permanent,  mission  property,  the  possibilities  would 
be  almost  unlimited.  There  are  actually  only  a  few  evan- 
gelical camps  in  all  of  Argentina,  and  we  have  visiting 
campers  from  several  denominations.  All  ai'e  quite  hap- 
py with  it.  But  having  no  permanent  shelter  or  certain 
location  is  some  hindrance  to  such  a  plan. 

Dr.  ,Busse  has  been  most  gracious  and  kind  in  offering 
this  field  and  it  is  better  than  being  down  on  that  "un- 
certain" river's  edge.  (The  river  completely  covered  our 
former  site  because  of  the  heavy  rainy  season.) 

The  Spirit  is  working  among  the  young  people.  I  be- 
lieve we  will  have  some  life-recruits.  We  have  been 
stressing  the  Spirit-led,  abundant  life — and  I  believe  the 
Lord  will  work  in  these  hearts  and  lives. 

No  one  can  estimate  the  blessing  that  these  two  weeks 
may  bring  to  some  young  lives,  who  will  soon  be  our 
church  leaders.  It's  a  wonderful  opportunity  and  chal- 
lenge. Pray  that  the  "camp  experience"  will  go  into  the 
home   congregations   in   faithful,   diligent   service. 


BOB  AND  BEA  BISCHOF 


.  .  .  Every  Saturday  evening  about  4:30  or  5:00  the 
Nsai-es  (white  people)  and  the  .African  b<jys  all  play  vol- 
ley ball.  They  surely  do  like  to  play.  Last  Saturday  af- 
ternoon Hamalai,  his  girl  friend  and  three  or  four  of  his 
other  friends  came  and  wanted  to  hear  our  radio.  They 
had  never  seen  nor  heard  one  before.  They  all  understood 
English;  so  they  could  understand  the  English  broadcast. 
They  enjoyed  themselves  and  they  stayed  two  hours.  The 
one  girl  who  came  is  leaving  with  her  husband  for  Buza 
today.  He  will  be  teaching  school  in  the  Higi  area.  C.  B. 
M.  have  trained  quite  a  few  Higi  teachers  and  preachei-s. 

...  Our  language  teacher,  Hamalai,  really  lays  on  the 
work  for  us  and  gives  the  large  assignments.  Every  Sun- 
day he  picks  words  out  of  the  sermon  and  has  us  learn 
them.  He  helps  us  so  much  in  the  the  translation.  The 
last  few  days  he  went  to  Mubi  (35  miles  from  here)  to 
see  his  sister  before  he  goes  to  the  Waka  Training  Cen- 
ter (W.  T.  C)  for  his  further  education.  He  will  be  leav- 
ing in  two  weeks. 

.  .  .  There  is  no  post  office  in  Lassa.  The  nearest  one 
is  the  small  one  at  Garkida.  We  are  about  ^2  mile  from 
the  market  place  in  Lassa.  Lassa  has  only  about  150  to 
175  people.  However  there  are  quite  a  number  of  com- 
pounds and  villages  near.  We  are  studying  language  from 
two  people — Mrs.  Grimley  about  an  hour  a  day  and  Ha- 
malai an  hour.  Language  study  is  all  by  tutor  and  this 
is  quite  nice.  Now  we  are  learning  the  Margi  language 
and  will  probably  work  with  these  people  the  first  tour. 
The  second  language  will  be  Hausa,  which  is  more  or  less 
the  one  native  language  which  most  of  the  people  seem 
to  know.  It  is  the  native  language  they  are  trying  to 
get  for  Nigeria.  English  is  also  being  taught  in  all  the 
schools.  The  plan  at  the  moment  is  that  we  shall  either 
spend  the  last  six  months  of  this  tour  in  Jos  learning 
Hausa,  or  the  first  six  months  of  the  second  tour.  In 
Jos  they  do  have  a  regular  school  for  the  learning  of 
Hausa.  Then  if  we  can  get  these  languages,  we  shall 
probably  learn  Higi.  So  please  pray  for  us  that  we  may 
be  able  to  learn  to  speak  them  effectively.  Sometimes  it 
seems  as  though  we  are  going  so  slowly.  But  I  guess  you 
can't  expect  to  be  able  to  speak  a  language  after  just  a 
month  of  study.  Each  Sunday  we  can  follow  the  sermon 
a  little  better,  and  at  present  I  think  we  know  about 
500  words. 


More  Missionaries'  Birthdays 

Bsaacsgacaana 


Robert  Bischof — March  5 
Beatrice  Bischof — March  19 


Stephen  Byler   (Junior    nussionary) 
Dr.  C.  F.  Yodei-— March  26. 


—  March    19 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


One  Of  The  Needs 
Of  Our  Church  Today 

A  sermon  delivered  on  a  recent  Sunday  morning  in  the  Mt.  Olivet 
Brethi-en  Chuix-h,  at  Georgetown.  Delaware,  of  which  brother  Chris- 
tiansen is  the  Pastor. 

REV.  S.  E.  CHRISTIANSEN 


M 


ANY  PEOPLE  SPEND  much  of  their  time 
making  complaints  about  the  Church  and 
its  members  .  Some  people  seem  to  enjoy  dcing 
this.  However,  if  such  j^eople  would  use  ths  Bible 
as  a  looking  glass  for  his  or  her  own  life,  they 
might  have  a  great  deal  of  rubbing  and  scrub- 
ing  to  do  on  tiiemselves  before  they  could  be  of 
any  help  to  those  with  whom  they  find  fault.  So, 
let  us  leave  them  until  they  clean  up  some,  and 
then  we  may  have  confidence  in  their  criticism. 

THE  NEED  IS  BIBLE  READINCx 

As  we  think  this  matter  oyer,  as  to  one  of  the 
needs  of  our  Church,  I  wonder  if  we  would  not 
agree  that  a  very  great  need  in  our  church  life 
is  Bible  Reading.  We  read  almost  everything  in 
reading  matters,  whether  these  be  religious  or 
secular.  Some  times  we  read  these  different 
newspapers  and  magazines  with  such  interest, 
that  a  half  hour  or  more  is  gone  before  we  know 
it.  We  may  also  glance  at  a  good  Christian  ar- 
ticle, but  soon  get  tired  and  rush  off  to  some 
other  duty.  You  did  not  touch  your  Bible  at  all. 
Di-.  V.  B.  Meyers  once  said,  "We  may  measui'e 
our  growth  in  grace  by  the  growth  of  our  love 
for  private  Bible  study." 

Brethren,  I  heard  a  challenge  some  years  back. 
I  listened  to  an  evangelist,  who  said,  "I  would 
not  be  afraid  to  wager  that  the  average  Chris- 
tian does  not  give  over  fifteen  minutes,  at  the 
lx!St,  in  prayer  each  day."  I  said  to  myself,  "You 
are  wrong,  brother,  for  I  give  a  good  deal  more 
than  that  in  prayer."  The  next  day,  and  for  sev- 
eral days,  I  timed  myself  while  on  my  knees.  Do 
you  know  what?  The  time  I  spent  on  my  knees 
varied  from  .3'/2  to  4  minutes.  I  was  sure,  the 
first  time,  that  my  watch  had  stopped.  Yet  as  1 
listened  to  it,  it  w^as  still  running.  I  said  to  my- 
.self,  "Shame  on  you.  You  stand  up  and  ui-ge  oth- 
ers to  pray,  and  yet  you  are  so  lax." 

I  leaiTied  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Bread  of 
Life,  and  if  I  wanted  to  grow  in  Him,  I  had  to 


be  partaking  of  Him  by  reading  and  learning  of 
Him,  as  well  as  being  obedient  to  do  whatsoever 
I  learned  as  I  read  and  meditated  upon  His 
Word.  Time  spent  in  fellowship  in  prayer  and 
the  study  of  the  Word  is  a  great  joy  unto  the 
soul. 


IT  TAKES  TIME  TO  BE  HOLY 


i 


We  often  sing  the  hymn,  "Take  Time  To  Be 
Holy."  However,  it  is  well  to  know  that  we  do  not 
become  Holy  by  merely  singing  this.  Yes,  it  does 
take  time  to  be  made  holy.  It  takes  time  to  feed 
upon  the  Word  of  God.  If  we  want  to  develop  a 
sound,  healthy  body,  w^e  must  eat  wholesome 
food.  We  cannot  eat  merely  a  snack  off  and  on. 
If  we  want  to  grow  in  our  spiritual  life,  we  must 
partake  of  Him  who  said,  "My  flesh  is  meat  in- 
deed, and  my  blood  is  drink  indeed." 

As  we  turn  to  the  Gospel  of  John,  we  read  in 
chapter  six,  "I  am  the  living  Bread  which  came 
down  from  heaven ;  if  any  man  eat  of  this  Bread, 
he  shall  live  forever;  and  the  Bread  that  I  wall 
give  is  my  flesh,  which  I  will  give  for  the  life  of 
the  world."  As  we  read  the  verses  51-59,  we  are 
taught  that  our  Christian  life  depends  upon  our 
partaking  of  HIM. 

The  Jews  strove  against  this  saying.  But  Jesus 
declared,  "Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  Except 
ye  eat  the  flesh  of  the  Son  of  man,  and  drink  his 
blood,  ye  have  no  life  in  you."  Jesus  also  said, 
"As  the  living  Father  hath  sent  me,  and  I  live  by 
the  Father;  so  he  that  eateth  me,  even  he  shall 
live  by  me." 

There  is  a  wonderful  realization  in  the  Com- 
munion service,  that  we  may  have  strength  and. 
healing  in  the  Atonement  of  Jesus  Christ.  Par- 
taking of  His  flesh  and  of  His  Blood.  If  we  do 
not,  we  have  no  life  in  us.  I  may  add  here  John 
14:20.  "At  that  day  (when  the  Holy  Spirit  is 
come)  ye  shall  know  that  I  am  in  the  Father,  and! 
ye  in  me,  and  I  in  you."  This  is  a  triple  union, 
The  Father  in  the  Son,  the  Son  in  the  Believer,  j 
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;iiid  the  Believer  in  the  Son.  We  cannot  be  in  the 
ono,  without  being  in  the  other;  we  in  God  and 
(lod  in  us.  Let  us  say,  "Praise  Ye  The  Lord." 

A  good  sign  that  we  love  the  Lord  is  shown  in 
this,  that  we  spend  much  time  in  reading  about 
our  heavenly  Father  and  about  His  baloved  Son, 
who  is  our  Savior.  If  we  study  His  Word  with 
our  mind  set  on  Him,  He  will  keep  us  in  perfect 
peace,  because  w^e  are  trusting  in  Him.  This  will 
I  keep  us  from  getting  upset  so  easily.  Try  it  once, 
and  see  if  that  is  not  true.  If  we  seek  in  the 
Word  of  God  for  our  fuller  realization  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  as  we  seek  for  worldly  treas- 
ures or  gain,  we  shall  surely  find  Him.  We  shall 
rejoice  throughout  all  eternity  for  the  Treasure 
we  have  found.  May  God  grant  us  a  real  urge 
to  seek  for  the  highest  and  the  best  from  the 
Word  of  life. 

ASK  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT'S  HELP 

As  we  have  given  some  time  to  Bible  reading, 
we  are  now  ready  to  ask  the  Holy  Spirit  to  teach 
us  the  deeper  truths  in  the  Word  we  read.  Since 
"All  things  are  possible  to  him  that  believeth," 
we,  with  the  faith,  can  look  up  and  ask  our  Guide 
for  light  from  Him  to  understand  God's  Word. 
He  will  give  us  that  light.  Jesus  said,  "But  the 
Comforter,  which  is  the  Holy  Ghost,  whom  the 
Father  will  send  in  my  name,  he  shall  teach  you 
all  things,  and  bring  all  things  to  your  remem- 
brance, whatsoever  I  have  said  unto  you."  We 
could  not  have  any  better  teacher  than  God  Him- 
self. Let  us  earnestly  try  to  learn  of  Him,  and, 
like  Samuel,  say,  "Speak,  Lord,  for  thy  servant 
heareth."  God  will  not  fail  to  let  us  know.  If 
there  seems  to  us  any  uncertainty  at  first,  let's 
go  to  Him  again.  He  does  not  get  tired  of  us,  for 
we  come  to  Him  as  children  who  trust  Him  and 
who  are  anxious  to  understand  His  Word. 

You  see,  the  Holy  Spirit  knows  the  deep  things 
of  God,  even  the  things  which  eye  hath  not  seen, 
nor  ear  heai-d,  even  the  things  which  have  not 
entered  into  the  minds  of  men.  How  about  it, 
brother,  sister?  Shall  we  draw  a  little  closer, 
press  firmer  toward  Him,  and  with  a  childlike 
faith,  look  to  Him  for  the  purpose  of  learning 
His  precious  truth?  Read  the  Bible,  knowing 
that  it  is  God  speaking  unto  you,  and  that  He 
IS  more  concerned  in  helping  you  than  any  motii- 
er  or  father  was  ever  minded  to  help  their  loved 
ones. 

Read  your  Bible  with  the  thought  in  mind  that 
God  has  something  for  you  and  that  you  are 
seeking  to  find  it.  With  e.yes  open  to  see,  with 
ears  open  to  hear,  and  with  a  heart  ready  to  re- 


ceive and  to  do  His  will,  give  much  lime  to  the 
study  o'l  His  Word.  Go  I  will  not  fall.  Vv'hy?  P^,- 
causc  He  sees  His  child  searching  and  plc-ading 
for  light.  God  will  not  turn  such  a  child  away. 

PRACTICE  WHAT  WF  LEARX 

Let  our  Bible  reading  be  Icllowed  with  prayer, 
and  more  prayer.  Light  will  surxily  come.  As  we 
study  our  Bibles,  with  a  pen  or  pencil  and  paper 
handy,  we  will  store  Scriptures  in  our  heail.  We 
will  become  more  and  more  a  storehouse  of  God, 
and  for  God,  among  the  people.  We  will  always 
be  ready  to  give  a  reason  for  the  Hope  within 
us. 

Always  be  ready  to  practice  what  you  learn  of 
God,  for  the  lesson  He  gives  is  for  the  advance- 
ment of  your  soul,  and  through  you,  to  others. 
Remember  that  God  will  nevei'  show  us  any  new 
thing  or  thought  until  He  sees  us  practice  what 
we  have  already  learned.  Ycu  may  skip  lessons 
in  schools  on  earth,  but  God  will  not  advance 
you  another  step  until  you  truly  obey  what  He 
taught  you  before.  Whatsoever  lessons  God  has 
laid  before  you  and  you  understood  it  to  l:>e  your 
duty  to  do,  if  you  have  not  obeyed,  God  will  not 
excuse  you.  Nor  will  He  grant  you  advanced  joy 
in  your  soul  until  you  repent  of  your  act;  and 
then  when  forgiven,  to  get  back  on  the  track 
where  God  wants  you  to  be.  We  cannot  slight  God 
and  have  joy  in  our  heart.  "If  I  wash  thee  not. 
thou  hast  no  part  in  Me,"  saith  the  Lord.  If  we 
see  in  the  Word  of  God  seme  advanced  step  for 
us  to  do,  do  not  hesitate.  Rather  let  us,  with 
Samuel,  say,  "Speak,  Lord,  Tin-  servant  hear- 
eth." 

D.  L.  Moody  once  said,  "If  1  understand  God 
to  tell  me :  "Dwight,  go  out  in  the  street  and  pick 
up  that  stick  laying  there,  I  may  not  understand 
why  I  should  pick  up  a  dirty  stick.  But  I  would 
do  it  because  I  understood  that  God  bid  me  do 
it."  Moody  left  the  "why'"  of  it  to  God.  Why  do 
not  we  become  just  as  obedient  to  God? 

As  we  try  to  obey  God  He  will  keep  nothing 
good  from  us.  If  we  loiter  and  linger,  we  show 
doubt,  and  God  cannot  bless  us  until  we  follow 
His  bidding.  Let  us  unreservedly  do  God's  will  at 
any  cost.  Then  God  will  in  no  wise  hold  back  any 
good  thing  from  us  but  will  grant  unto  us  His 
fullest,  deepest,  and  sweetest  of  all  blessings. 

Our  work  is  to  abide  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
who  is  "The  Word  of  God."  Then  we  can  ask 
what  we  will,  and  IT  shall  be  done  unto  you.  Let 
us  take  this  verse,  John  15:7,  with  us  for  today. 
This  is  the  union  which  fills  the  soul  and  keeps 
us  going  on  our  way  rejoicing. 
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"AS  WE  FORGIVE" 

(Contimied  from  page  3) 

sin:  Thus  they  are  not  ready  to  enter  into  eternal  life. 
Rather  thoy  are  in  a  more  despicable  condition  than  those 
who  have  never  lieard  of  Christ,  simply  because  of  the 
light  which  they  have  experienced. 

This  presents  a  serious  problem,  in  addition  to  the  loss 
of  eternal  life  on  the  part  of  those  who  are  guilty  of  un- 
forgiveness,  for  it  also  hinders  the  work  of  the  church. 
Many  a  pastor  is  grieved  because  of  the  unwillingness  of 
his  members  to  work  together,  to  forgive  and  forget  real 
or  imagined  wrongs,  to  bury  pride  and  to  lay  themselves 
upon  the  altar  of  humility  and  service. 

CAN  WE  COMPLETELY  FORGIVE? 

We  will  be  frank  and  say  that  it  is  possible  for  us  to 
completely  forgive  and  forget,  to  be  completely  free  from 
envy,  jealousy,  hate,  and  strife.  God,  through  Christ,  finds 
it  possible  to  completely  forgive  the  penitent  sinner.  If 
we  e.xercise  the  full  power  of  trusting  in  Christ  for 
strength,  it  is  absolutely  possible  for  us  to  completely 
foi-give. 

In  fact,  the  soul  that  is  filled  with  Christ  and  His  love, 
finds  it  impossible  to  hate,  or  to  bear  in  his  heart  any 
feelings  of  ill  will  or  envy.  The  grace  of  God  is  worthless 
towai-d  us  if  we  do  not  permit  it  to  go  far  enough  to 
change  our  life  toward  our  fellowmen. 

This  projects  itself  farther  than  "just  around  the  cor- 
ner." This  spirit  of  "love  one  for  the  other,"  must  be 
manifested  in  our  local  churches  and  in  the  denomination. 

Yes,  we  can  be  completely  forgiven  by  our  heavenly 
Father,  through  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord.  And  we  can  also 
completely  forgive  others.  We  can  have  a  heart  and  life 
that  is  completely  free  from  any  hatred  or  ill-feeling  to- 
wai-d  any  person.  You  may  doubt  this.  Remember,  that 
Jesus  asks  all  who  are  weary  to  come  unto  Him  for  rest. 
The  burden  of  unforgiveness  is  too  often  a  killing  burden. 
We  are  to  take  our  burdens  to  Christ  and  get  rid  of 
them.  Remember  the  song,  "Yes,  Jesus  took  my  burden. 
And  left  me  with  a  song?" 

We  say  that  it  is  possible,  we  say  that  if  we  desire  a 
"right  spirit  within  us,"  that  it  is  probable.  We  say  that 
the  danger  lies  in  not  ridding  our  soul  of  these  feelings. 

We  do  not  feel  that  what  we  have  been  saying  is  idle 
talk.  We  recognize  it  as  one  of  the  major  difficulties  in 
the  enjoyment  of  the  Christian  life,  and  in  the  smooth 
running  progie.ss  of  the  church.  To  free  the  soul  by  over- 
looking and  forgetting  "everything  that  has  happened," 
to  be  able  to  .see  others  "get  the  glory"  and  to  have 
"malice  toward  none,"  is  a  peak  of  Christian  experience 
that  is  wonderful. 

After  all,  to  be  able  to  .say  that  you  hold  nothing 
again.st  any  person  is  an  attitude  of  mind  and  soul  that 
will  cure  a  multitude  of  ills  and  pains  of  body,  mind,  and 
soul. 

For  your  careful  thinking,  we  suggest  these  words  of 
Idalee  Wolf  Vonk,  which  appeared  on  a  bulletin  recently 
received  in  our  office. 

FORGIVENESS 

He  who  would  be  forgiven,  let  him  forgive. 
And  in  forgiving,  let  him  forget. 


For  God,  our  Father,  knows  wherein  each  of  us  has 
sinned. 

He  knows  each  thought  that  winged  its  unclean  way 
across  our  mind. 

He  knows  each  wrong  we  pondered  in  our  heart. 

He  knows  each  time  our  willful  ways  have  led  our  foot- 
steps from  the  bloodstained  path  our  Saviour  marked 
for  us. 

And  yet  our  Father's  mercy  never  ceases. 

Our  Father's  love  for  us  remains  unchanged. 

Our  Father's  promise  for  eternal  life  includes  each  one 
of  us. 

If  God,  our  Father,  can  forgive  the  diverse  transgres- 
sions marked  against  our  name. 

If  He  can  listen  time  and  time  again  to  our  petitions 
asking  His  forgiveness, 

If  He  can  comfort  us  when  grave  repentance  tears  our 
souls  in  twain, 

Then  who  are  we  to  look  upon  our  brother's  errings 

With  hardened  gaze  and  still  a  harder  heart? 

Then  who  are  we  to  turn  a  deafened  ear  unto  our  bi'oth- 
er's  pleadings? 

Who  are  we  to  look  disdainfully  and  judge  another's 
faults  when  locked  within  the  chambers  of  our  hearts 
are  hidden  sins  of  even  blacker  hue  ? 

If  we  would  ask  our  Father  to  forgive  our  sins. 

The  countless  times  when  we  have  wronged  a  friend. 

If  through  confession  and  repentance  we  would  seek  an- 
other chance  to  prove  ourselves  a  faithful  child  of  God, 

Then  we  in  turn  must  willingly  forgive. 

And  furthermore,  in  turn,  must  forget. 


Item.^  of  General  Interest 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 

for  a  funeral  by  friends  of  the  deceased,  is,  instead  given 
to  a  Memorial  Fund,  Out  of  this  fund,  which  amounted  to 
$204.61  in  the  Bryan  church  for  1952,  gifts  are  given  to 
worthy  causes. 

Some  of  the  gifts  are  as  follows:  Leper  Colony,  Africa, 
Ashland  College  Chapel  Fund,  .Brethren's  Home,  Ken- 
tucky Wheeler  Home,  Dr.  C.  F.  Yoder,  Bryan  church,  Ra- 
dio hour,  and  Founders'  Hall  building  Fund.  They  also 
gave  flowers,  fruit  and  fruit  juices,  cakes,  and  chickens 
to  the  sick. 

(This  is  a  very  enterprising  project,  and  worthy  of 
note  by  other  congregations.) 

The  Radio  Chorus  which  sings  for  our  church's  Radio 
broadcast  each  Sunday  morning,  was  featured  in  a  re- 
cent Sunday  evening  service  in  the  church. 

PERU,  INDIANA.  Rapid  progress  in  the  redecorating 
of  the  sanctuary  is  being  made,  according  to  a  recent 
bulletin  from  Brother  J.  Milton  .Bowman. 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  Since  the  discontinuance  of 
Sunday  Bus  Service,  the  Laymen  of  our  church  have  ^ 
banded  themselves  into  a  "transportation  group"  to  help 
those  needing  transportation  to  our  church.  (It's  a  good 
suggestion  for  all  of  our  church  members,  to  fill  up  your 
automobiles  with  friends  and  neighbors  and  bring  them 
to  chuich.) 

MUNCIE,  INDIANA.  A  Prayer  Room,  complete  with 
an    Altar,    and    other  -essential    equipment,    has    recently 
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li((>n  piovidod  in  the  Muncic  Church.  Ri'other  iK.  J.  Black 
states  that  they  hope  to  have  the  room  all  painted,  car- 
pet laid,  and  ready  for  use  by  March  1st. 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  Mrs.  H.  H.  Rowsey, 
who  had  been  a  major  surgery  patient  in  Community 
(leneral  Hospital,  of  Sterling,  Illinois,  is  now  home,  and 
is  making  rapid  progress  towards  recovery,  according 
to  word  from  Brother  Rowsey.  The  Brotherhood  will 
want  to  continue  to  remember  Mrs.  Rowsey  in  prayer. 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  The  annual  Birthday  Dinner  was 
held  on  Saturday  evening,  February  21st. 

CARLETON,  NEBRASKA.  February  15th  was  ob- 
served as  "Everybody  Goes  To  Church"  Sunday,  accord- 
ing to  Brother  Thomas  A.  Shannon.  A  special  effort  in 
this  annual  occasion  is  made  to  get  all  friends,  etc.,  to 
Lonie   on  this  day,  when  a   special  program   is  provided. 

MANTECA,  CALIFORNIA.  The  Brethren  Berean  .Band 
Institute  is  set  for  Friday  evening,  March  6th.  Brother 
Virgil  Ingram  is  the  speaker. 


Church,  West  Alexandria,  Ohio  on  Ff;bruary  I3th  by 
lUtv.  Smith  Ro.se,  assisted  by  Rev.  John  Good,  \)'anti>r  of 
the  local  Church  of  the  Biethren. 

Smith  F.  Rowf. 


RODKEY.  Otho  Rodkey,  a  faithful  member  of  the  Bur- 
lington Brethren  Church,  passed  to  his  eternal  rest  very 
suddenly  at  Memorial  Hospital,  Logansport,  Indiana,  on 
December  10,  1952.  He  leaves  to  mourn  his  passing,  his 
wife,  Beulah,  son  Robert  and  one  grandchild. 

Funeral  services  were  held  December  13th  from  the 
Burlington  .Brethren  Church  by  the  former  Pastor,  as- 
sisted by  Rev.  Myron  Dodds. 

Wayne  E.  Swihart. 


BEERY.  Eliza  C.  Bowman  Beery,  daughter  of  David 
R.  and  Mary  Priser  Bowman,  w,as  born  January  18,  1869 
near  New  Lebanon,  Ohio,  and  departed  this  life,  Febru- 
ary 10th  at  Miami  Valley  Hospital,  Dayton,  Ohio,  at  the 
age  of  84  years  and  28  days.  Death  was  due  to  compli- 
cations and  advanced  age. 

Her  marriage  to  Rev.  N.  V.  .Beery  occurred  on  Novem- 
ber 15,  1891.  Her  entire  life  was  spent  in  the  Miami  Val- 
ley of  Ohio.  She  was  a  Christian  for  more  than  65  years. 
She  was  ever  interested  in  Christian  enterprises.  She  be- 
longed to  the  pioneer  Bowman  family  which  has  fur- 
nished more  than  50  ministers  and  scores  of  deacons  to 
the  various  branches  of  Brethren  Churches.  Her  husband, 
Rev.  Noah  V.  Beery,  departed  this  life  in  1945.  As  a 
minister's  wife.  Mother  Beery  excelled  in  counselling  as 
she  had  an  unusual  understanding  of  the  needs  and  prob- 
lems of  those  about  her. 

The  four  children  survive:  John,  of  Dayton;  Mrs.  Rus- 
sell Landis,  West  Alexandria;  Mrs.  C.  Y.  Gilmer,  Hunt- 
ington, Indiana;  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Garst  of  near  Dayton. 
There  are  also  8  grandchildren  and  21  great  grandchil- 
dren. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  First  Brethren 


News    From    Our 
Churches 


A  DAY  AT   UDELL,   IOWA 

On  Sunday,  December  28,  1952,  Jean  and  I  were  at  our 
church  at  Udell,  Iowa,  for  services,  where  Brother  F'ran- 
cis  Berkshi)e  is  the  Pastor. 

I  w.as  the  speaker  at  the  morning  service  to  a  fair- 
sized  crowd  of  attentive  and  interested  Brethren.  In  the 
afternoon,  Pastor  Berkshire  and  his  good  wife,  held  open 
house  at  the  parsonage.  This  has  been  done  on  several 
occasions,  and  has  proven  to  be  very  beneficial  to  the 
Parsonage  Family  and  to  the  congregation.  On  this  par- 
ticular occasion  we  were  privileged  to  meet  and  fellow- 
ship with  a  number  of  the  Brethren  of  Udell. 

The  Evening  Service  was  the  Public  Service  of  a  new- 
ly organized  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  consisting  of 
the  young  ladies  of  the  church.  A  very  fine  devotional 
service  was  given  with  various  members  of  the  group 
taking  part.  During  this  service,  Jean  and  I  had  the  op- 
portunity to  tell  the  audience  some  of  our  plans  as  pros- 
pective missionaries  to  the  Philippines.  The  church  was 
well  filled,  and  all  portrayed  much  enthusiasm  and  good 
will. 

During  the  morning  service,  it  was  announced  that  a 
fellowship  hour  would  be  held  in  the  Sunday  School 
Rooms  after  the  evening  service,  so  after  said  service. 
the  congregation  gathered  in  said  room.  To  our  (Jean 
and  my)  surprise,  we  were  greeted  with  baskets  of  food 
consisting  of  articles  too  numerous  to  mention.  A  nice 
gift  of  money  was  also  given  to  us. 

Brother  Berkshire  and  his  wife  have  done,  and  are 
doing,  an  excellent  piece  of  work  among  the  people  of 
Udell.  We  found  the  people  ready  and  anxious  to  serve. 
Under  the  leadership  of  their  Pastor,  they  will  accom- 
plish many  things  for  the  cause  of  Christ. 

Jean  and  I  would  like  to  express  our  appreciation  for 
this  opportunity  of  service.  We  would  like  to  say  "many 
thanks"  to  the  Brethren  of  L'dell  for  things  spiritual 
and  material. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glenn  (Doc'i   Shank, 
2046  McCausland  Ave., 
St.  Louis  17,  Missouri. 

REVIVAL  AT  CHEYENNE.    WYOMING 

The  writer  concluded  an  eighteen  day  evangelistic 
meeting  in  the  Cheyenne  Brethren  Church  on  February 
fifth.  This  was  our  first  visit  to  this  one  of  our  newer 
western  churches.  The  work  here  has  been  established 
only  about  six  years,  but  it  is  one  of  our  going,  growing 
and  well  established  Brethren  Churches,  and  if  our  Loni 
should  tarry  in  His  coming  we  have  every  reason  tc  be- 
( Continued  on  page  14^1 
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Topic   for   March  8,    1953 
WHAT  IS  CHRLSTL\N  LIVING? 
1    Thess.  5:15-23;  James  1:22,  2tt,  27 
CHRISTLVNITY    IS   LIFE 

Is  a  way  of  life, 

Not  a  statement  of  belief. 
Is  an  attitude  of  heart, 

Not  an  attitude  of  body. 
Is  a  character  to  be  attained. 

Not  a  creed  to  be  written. 
Is  an  ideal  to  be  realized, 

Not  an   organization   to   belong  to. 
Is  an  interpretation  of  facts, 

Not  a  set  of  opinions. 
Is  a  necessity  to  be  enjoyed. 

Not  a  luxury  to  be  supported. 
Is  an  inspiration  coming  from  God, 

Not  a  system  coming  from  men. 
CHRISTIANITY  IS  LIFE!  —Anon. 

1.  YOUR  HOME  LIFE.  A  Christian  should  be  a  wor- 
thy member  of  the  home.  He  should  try  to  uphold  the 
ideals  and  interests  of  the  family.  He  should  cooperate 
in  every  possible  way  with  parents  and  other  members 
of  the  household.  The  home  is  a  sacred  institution  and  is 
.sanctioned  by  God.  The  home  must  be  governed  by  law. 
The  law  of  the  home  is  love. 

SOME  QUESTIONS  FOR  YOU  TO  ANSWER.  Have 
you  ever  asked  yourself,  "What  do  I  really  like?"  What 
amusements  do  you  prefer?  Why?  What  does  it  mean  to 
you  to  have  a  good  time  ?  What  do  you  do  when  you 
have  fun  ?  What  pictures  have  you  in  your  room  ?  Did 
you  select  them?  What  do  they  teach?  Do  you  think  pic- 
tures can  have  any  effect  on  the  way  you  live? 

What  kind  of  stories  do  you  enjoy  reading?  Name 
some  of  the  books  or  magazine  articles  which  you  have 
read  within  the  last  three  months.  Make  a  list  of  the 
traits  of  chai-actei-  of  the  people  in  the  stories  which  you 
have  read.  What  do  you  admire  about  these  people  ? 
What  do  you  dislike?  What  qualities  are  found  in  your 
character? 

.Make  a  list  of  your  fiiends,  both  girls  and  boys.  Why 
are  they  your  friends?  What  qualities  do  you  admire  in 
them?  Can  you  find  similar  traits  in  your  own  charac- 
ter? Do  you  think  you  will  want  these  same  people  to 
be  your  friends  twenty-five  years  from  now  ?  Give  rea- 
sons. 

Remember  what  you  really  admire  and  like  today 
largely  determines  what  you  will  be  in  the  future.  What 
do  you  admire  in  your  family,  .school,  church,  and  social 
life? 

2.  YOUR  NATIONAL  LIFE.  A  Chnstian  should  obey 
the  law.s  of  the  Nation.  TTie  United  States  is  a  democratic 
society.    Laws    are    made    by   the    representatives    of    the 


people.  If  a  law  does  not  meet  the  needs  or  wills  of  the 
majority  of  the  people,  it  may  be  changed  or  repealed. 
As  long  as  a  law  is  a  part  of  the  statutes  of  our  coun- 
try, a  Christian  citizen  obeys  the  law.  There  must  be 
some  law  of  conduct.  The  law  of  the  State  is  Love. 

3.  YOUR  WORLD.  A  Christian  should  obey  the  laws 
of  the  world.  In  our  modern  society  we  are  attempting 
to  find  ways  of  understanding  other  nations,  other  races, 
and  other  creeds.  Cooperation  and  service  are  becoming 
world  ideals.  We  are  attempting  to  apply  Jesus'  idea 
of  peace  and  world  brotherhood  to  our  modern  society. 
The  law  of  the  world  is  Love. 

Throughout  the  history  of  society  men  have  wor- 
shipped a  god  or  gods.  In  our  modern  social  order  men 
have  their  gods.  An  individual  often  seeks  popularity.  He 
would  do  anything  to  become  popular.  He  is  willing  to 
follow  the  bidding  of  a  group;  he  is  willing  to  sacrifice 
honor  or  respect  in  order  to  gain  popularity.  Many  peo- 
ple today  are  pleasure  mad.  "Where  shall  we  go  to- 
night?" "What  shall  we  do  next?"  are  common  expres- 
sions. The  chief  desire  of  some  people  is  to  be  leaders  of 
society.  This  becomes  their  main  purpose  in  life.  Some- 
times high  school  pupils  get  the  idea  that  the  best  church 
is  the  one  which  has  the  winning  basketball  team,  the 
greatest  number  of  parties,  and  the  most  handsome  men 
or  the  most  beautiful  girls.  The  estimate  of  religion  is  too 
often  based  upon  outward,  secular,  or  material  aspects 
of  life.  Young  people  this  is  not  the  way  to  Christian 
living. 

4.  YOUR  GOD!  A  Christian  should  obey  the  laws  of 
God.  These  laws  are  shown  in  a  complete  manner  in  the 
life  and  teachings  of  Jesus.  In  His  Great  Commandment, 
Jesus  gave  a  summary  of  man's  relation  to  God  and  to 
his  fellow  men.  Jesus'  highest  loyalty  was  to  God.  He 
was  willing  to  say,  "Thy  will  be  done."  But,  more  than 
that.  He  was  willing  to  do  what  He  believed  God  wanted 
him  to  do. 

What  does  it  mean  for  you  to  say,  "My  highest  loyal- 
ty is  to  God?"  What  interests  will  have  to  be  subordi- 
nated if  you  are  wholeheartedly  to  follow  the  Christian 
way  of  living?  Think  of  this  question:  1.  In  relation  to 
your  own  personal  ambitions  and  ideals.  2.  In  relation 
to  the  use  of  your  physical  and  mental  characteristics. 
3.  In  relation  to  your  play  and  recreational  life.  4.  In  re- 
lation to  your  reading.  5.  In  relation  to  your  use  of 
money.  6.  In  relation  to  your  parents.  7.  In  relation  to 
your  friends.  8.  In  relation  to  your  religious  life. 

Christianity  is  a  religion  of  entirety.  It  demands  the 
complete  loyalty  of  the  individual.  Christianity  makes  it 
possible  for  one  to  give  all  of  oneself  to  the  will  and 
work  of  God.  In  like  manner  today  Christianity  requires 
all  of  the  individual.  Heart,  soul,  and  mind  are  needed 
in  the  application  of  Christian  pi-inciples  to  God  and  to 
mankind.  Christianity  is  the  highest  way  of  life.  It  is 
man's  highest  loyalty  to  God. 

5.  HINTS  ON  TRUE  CHRISTIAN  LIVING. 

(1)  All  promptings  of  duty  are  leadings  of  the  Spirit. 
Follow  them  always  and  at  any  cost.  Ephesians  4:30;  I 
Thess.  5:19. 

(2)  Never  go  where  you  cannot  take  Christ  with  you 
Matthew  28:20;  Psalm  139:7. 

(3)  Never  go  where  you  would  not  be  glad  to  have 
Christ  find   you   if  He  should  come;   never  do  what  you 

(Continued  on  page  14) 
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FOUNDATION 

Build  your  house  of  faith  upon  the  rock 

Of  truth,  with  love  for  cornerstone, 
Lest  winds  of  doctrine  beat,  and  storms  of  hate 

Descend  and  it  be  overthrown. 

— Inez   Clark   Thorson. 

FIVE  TIMiES  PAUL  WROTE,  "I  would  not  have  you 
to  be  ignorant,  brethren"  (Romans  1:13;  I  Cor.  10:1; 
12:1;  2  Cor.  1:8;  1  Thess.  4:13).  John  in  his  first  epistle 
says  more  than  twenty  times,  the  words,  "We  know."  In 
light  of  the  Biblical  certainties,  a  man  is  dishonest  who 
says,  "What  are  we  to  know?"  as  though  there  is  no  cer- 
tain knowledge  to  be  had  (John  20:31). 

According  to  the  Bible,  we  know  to  begin  with,  that  all 
men  are  sinners  (Romans  3:23).  A  man  could  never  get 
anyAvhere  with  God  without  the  knowledge  that  he  is  a 
sinner  (Luke  19:10)  and  needs  salvation  (Psalm  39:7). 
Adam  and  Eve  knew  when  they  had  sinned  (Gen.  3:7). 
Achan  knew  that  he  had  sinned  (Josh.  7:20).  Isaiah 
knew  that  all  had  sinned  (Isa.  53:6).  David  knew  this 
(Psalm  14:3),  and  there  was  no  forgiveness  for  David 
as  long  as  he  refused  to  acknowledge  his  sin  (Psalm 
51:3).  Salvation  is  for  sinners  and  nobody  else  (Matt. 
9:12,  13).  Man  may  think  he  is  good,  but  the  evidence 
of  his  sinful  nature  is  on  every  hand  (Eccl.  7:20). 

The  Pharisees  knew  law,  prayer  and  fasting,  tithing, 
traditions,  and  ceremonies,  but  they  did  not  know  Jesus 
(John  1:26).  Today  men  may  have  a  creed  without  Christ, 
a  religion  without  a  Saviour,  and  pray  the  Lord's  prayer 
without  knowing  the  Lord  of  the  prayer  (Matt.  .15:8). 
To  "know  Him"  was  Paul's  supreme  desire  (Phil.  3:8, 
10).  It  is  not  enough  to  know  about  the  Lord.  Wc  must 
know  Him  (1  John  5:20).  Paul  knew  the  Lord,  and 
knowing  the  Lord,  he  knew  he  was  saved  (2  Tim.  1:12). 
The  first  epistle  of  John  was  written  that  blood-believers 
might  know  that  they  are  saved  (1  John  5:13).  They 
who  accept  Christ  on  His  own  tei'ms  are  clearly  told  by 
Him  that  they  are  saved  (John  5:24).  To  feel  good,  light, 
gay,  and  to  cry  easily  is  no  assurance  of  salvation,  be- 
cause all  these  things  are  true  of  a  drunken  man!  If  we 
have  no  assurance  of  our  own  salvation,  how  can  we 
help  the  lost  to  know  the  way  to  Heaven  ? 

"We  know  that  ALL  THINGS  work  together  for  good" 
in  the  life  of  a  Christian  (Romans  8:28).  Joseph  was 
sold  into  slavery  but  it  worked  for  his  good  and  the  good 
that  he  could  do  (Gen.  50:20,  21).  Paul  and  Silas  were 
thrown  in  jail  but  it  worked  for  their  good  and  the  sal- 
vation of  souls  (Acts  16:32-34).  A  Jewish  maid  was  kid- 
napped for  a  slave  among  the  heathen,  but  there  she  tes- 
tified of  the  true  God  Who  could  heal  Naaman  of  his 
leprosy  (2  Kings  5:2-4). 

If  you  have  made  your  reservation  in  Heaven,  you 
know  where  you  are  going  (1  Peter  1:3-5).  For  you, 
physical  death  has  no  fear  (2  Cor.  5:1).  There  is  assur- 
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ance  of  safety   in  Christ  and  nowhere  el»t:   (Actn  4:12). 

"Thy  glory  shall  forever  stand, 
Thy  truth  remains  both  firm  and  sure; 

Our  souls  we  venture  in  Thine  hand, 
And  there  wc  know  we  are  secure. 

"Tho'  troubles  come  and  soj-rows  rise, 

We  will  not  fear,  for  God's  our  aid; 
III  tidings  cannot  those  surprise, 

Who  are  upon  .lehovah  .stayed. 

"Glory  to  Christ,  our  faithful  Friend; 

He  is  the  Lord  Whom  angels  fear; 
On  Him  we  always  would  depend, 

And  in  His  righteousness  appear." 

— J.   Henry  Showalter. 


Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vanafor 

Lesson  for  March  8,   ]9.i3 
LIVING  ON  THE  ALERT 

Lesson:   Matthew  25:1-13 

WE  NOW  COME  to  the  old,  yet  ever  new,  parable  of 
the  Ten  Virgins — five  of  whom  were  wise,  that  is, 
"alert"  to  their  responsibility  and  task;  and  five  of  whom 
were  heedless  or  careless  in  their  relation  to  the  duties 
that  had  fallen  to  them. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  Jesus,  through  this  par- 
able, is  telling  the  disciples  to  be  ever  on  the  lookout  for 
His  return  to  earth,  that  is,  for  His  coming  again  and 
to  the  great  marriage  supper  of  the  Lamb.  The  closing 
verse  of  the  printed  text  (verse  13)  leaves  us  in  no  un- 
certainty about  this,  for  it  says,  "Wacch  therefore,  for 
ye  know  neither  the  day  nor  the  hour  wherein  the  Son  of 
man  cometh." 

Now  let  us  see  what  lessons  we  can  get  from  the  text 
for  ourselves.  The  parable  is  so  familiar  that  we  need 
not  rehearse  it  in  its  entirety.  But  just  how  much  have 
you  given  thought  as  to  your  personal  relationship  to  it? 
Just  how  often  have  you  given  it  a  "self-application?" 
How  have  you  applied  its  meaning  to  your  on\ti  activi- 
ties? Now  as  we  seek  to  apply  it,  why  not  make  the 
application  personal. 

First  we  note  that  in  the  beginning  of  this  parable  Je- 
sus gives  the  same  designation  to  all  ten  young  women 
— "virgins."  They  were  chosen  for  this  duty  of  greeting 
the  bridegroom  because  of  their  nature.  Each  one  was 
provided  with  the  proper  kind  of  a  lamp  and  with  it  a 
certain  amount  of  oil.  After  that  they  weie.  as  we  would 
say,  "on  their  own."  When  we  become  Christian  by  obey- 
ing the  Word  of  the  Lord,  we  are  provided  with  tho 
meanst  of  a  new  life  and  endowed  with  certain  i-equisites. 
but  then  we  are  expected  to  keep  these  things  in  a  work- 
able, growing  order. 

Now  to  note  further— Jesus  says  that  five  of  these 
were  wise  and  five  foolish.  Tiie  five  wise  ones,  not  being 
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at  all  sure  of  just  how  long  they  would  have  to  wait  to 
gi'eet  the  bridegixiom.  made  additional  provision  for 
whatever  contingency  might  arise.  They  took  additional 
supplies  of  oil.  But  the  foolish  ones  did  not  know  that 
these  wise  ones  had  taken  only  that  which  was  sufficient 
for  their  own  additional  needs;  they  only  know  that  these 
had  a  surplus.  We  wonder  if  you  arc  by  this  time  diaw- 
ing  your  own  conclusions  ? 

Rut  the  bridegroom  "tarried."'  Kenieniber  that  he  had 
that  right.  So  as  time  passed  sleep  overcame  those  who 
waited.  Nothing  wrong  about  that.  The  Lord  does  not 
expect  us  to  stay  awake  physically  day  and  night  to 
"watch  for  His  coming" — all  He  desires  us  to  do  is  "to 
be  i-eady  to  meet  Him  when  He  does  come."  But  while 
they  slept  their  lamps  burned  on,  until  probably  all  ten 
lamps  were  burned  dry.  Rut  the  difference  between  the 
five  wise  and  the  five  foolish  lay  in  the  fact  that  the  wise 
were  "pi-epared  for  this  emergency"  and  the  foolish  were 
without  additional  oil.  Right  here  is  an  opportunity  to 
stress  the  matter  of  preparation. 

We  should  think  on  the  fact  that  when  the  bridegroom 
did  come,  those  who  were  prepared  to  meet  him  were  also 
ready  to  go  "in  with  him  to  the  marriage,"  and  the 
others  were  not  and  had  to  try  to  become  prepared  at 
this  late  date.  But  we  read  "the  door  was  shut."  These 
last  four  words  found  in  verse  12 — "1  know  you  not" — 
to  the  above  four  we  have  thought  which  speaks  the  dif- 
ference between  eternal  life  and  eternal  punishment.  For 
once  that  door  is  "shut"  there  is  no  opening  of  it. 

It  is  not  a  picture  upon  which  one  cares  to  dwell,  but 
it  leaves  us  also  with  the  assurance  that  if  we  are  watch- 
ful and  on  the  "alert"  to  His  coming  again,  and  we  are 
prepared  for  it,  we  will  enter  into  the  feast  with  joy 
unspeakable. 


Crusader  Topic 
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would  not  be  glad  to  have    Him    find    you    doing.    Matt. 
24:44-51;  Luke  21:34,  35;  I  Thess.  5:2,  4. 

(4)  Do  nothing  that  you  are  not  confident  that  you 
can  do  to  the  glory  of  God.  Colossians  3:17;  I  Cor.  10:31. 

(5)  When  in  doubt  as  to  any  proposed  act,  do  not  do 
it  if  it  is  clear  that  loyalty  to  Chiist  does  not  positively 
demand  it.  Romans  14:22,  23;  I  John  3:21. 

(G)  Seek  the  blessing  of  God  upon  all  you  do.  Psalm 
127:1;  Philippians  4:6,  7. 

(7)  Do  not  try  to  discover  how  little  Chiist  will  ac- 
cept of  you,  but  how  much  you  can  do  for  Him.  II  Cor. 
5:14,  15;  I  Chronicles  4:10. 

(S)  The  be.st  man  is  an  unsafe  example,  so  follow 
JESUS  ONLY.  Jer.  17:5;  Galatians  2:11-13;  John  8:12. 

(9)  Seek  at  once  and  continually  an  enduement  of 
"power   from    on    high."   Luke   24:49;    Acts   2:39;    4:31. 

(10)  Take  all  your  doubts  and  troubles  and  burdens  to 
Je.sus,  and  leave  them  with  Him.  Matthew  11:28,  29; 
Psalm  55:22;  Isaiah  .50:10. 

ni)    Trust  your  salvation    WHOLLY  to  GOD.     Kphe- 
sians  2:8;  II  Cor.  2:9-11;  I  Peter  1:5;  Judo  24. 
CHRIST    through    His    life    and    teachings,    gives    the 


liighest  and  most  worthy  ideas  of  God.  If  we  are  to  know 
the  nature  and  character  of  God,  if  we  are  to  have  wor- 
thy ideas  of  God,  we  must  know  the  nature  and  char- 
acter of  Jesus.  Jesus  is  "the  way  and  the  truth,  and 
the  life."  Worthy  ideas  of  Jesus  will  lead  to  worthy 
CHRISTIAN  LIVING. 
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lieve  tii,at  it  will  be  one  of  our  stronger  and  larger 
churches  of  the  brotherhood,  and  perhaps  will  be  used  of 
the  Lord  to  establish  other  congregations  in  that  far  west- 
ern wide-open  needy  field.  Much  of  the  credit  for  the 
work  here  as  it  is  today  must  be  given  to  the  one  and 
only  pastor  of  the  flock  from  the  beginning,  Brother 
Frank  W.  Garber. 

Feeling  the  need  of  »  Brethren  Church  in  that  great 
growing  city  he  proceeded  with  his  family  to  give  them- 
selves to  the  task.  As  a  result  today  they  have  a  beau- 
tiful church  building,  free  from  debt,  in  a  gix)wing  sec- 
tion of  the  city,  with  a  live  Bible  School,  as  well  as  all 
of  the  various  organizations  of  the  church  each  function- 
ing in  their  particular  field  in  a  very  commendable  fash- 
ion. It  needs  to  be  said  that  this  church  as  it  stands  to- 
day is  a  monument  to  what  a  small  group  of  folks  can 
accomplish  without  the  aid  of  mission  boards,  when  they 
really  and  truly  "have  a  mind  to  work."  Other  than  a 
very  small  remuneration  from  our  Home  Board  the 
church  is  today  entirely  on  its  own. 

To  say  the  least,  we  discovered  at  once  an  evangelistic 
fervor  seldom  found  in  any  church  these  days.  They  were 
eager  for  a  I'evival  from  the  pastor  down  to  the  last 
member.  They  wanted  it,  they  prayed  for  it,  and  were 
willing  to  pay  the  price  for  it,  accordingly  the  revival 
came.  I  have  said  many  times  that  any  chui'ch,  any- 
where, any  time  can  have  a  revival  if  they  will  meet  the 
conditions  laid  down  in  the  Word.  This  they  did.  The  pas- 
tor told  me  on  arrival  that  they  were  going  to  have  the 
best  meeting  in  the  history  of  the  church.  His  faith  was 
made  sight  as  the  folks  began  coming  to  the  Lord  early 
in  the  meeting  and  continued  coming  to  the  last  days  of 
the  meeting.  The  pastor  is  an  untiring  worker.  Although 
he  was  just  convalescing  from  an  attack  that  put  him  in 
the  hospital  up  until  a  few  days  before  the  meeting 
started,  yet  he  went  with  the  evangelist  almost  every 
day  in  some  home,  talking  to  folks  about  their  soul  and 
their  relation  to  the  church. 

I  want  to  bear  testimony  here  too,  to  the  effectiveness 
of  his  personal  work.  It  is  a  joy  and  a  delight  to  work 
among  the  people  with  pastors  who  are  held  in  such  high 
esteem  in  the  community  in  which  they  live  and  serve, 
as  is  Brother  Frank  W.  Garber.  Speaking  of  personal 
work,  biothren,  let  me  say  here,  it  is  still  the  surest 
and  best  method  of  evangelism.  I  am  fearful  that  as  pas-B 
tors  and  evangelists,  that  wc  have  slackened  our  pace  in 
this  method  of  soul-winning  and  that  to  our  shame  and 
discredit.  Our  Lord  was  pleased  to  use  this  method  in 
this  meeting. 

Our  home  was  with  the  pastor  and  his  splendid  com- 
panion who  is  a  real-for-sure  partner  in  the  work.  It  was 
a  good  place  for  a  homeless  traveling  evangelist  to  spend 
a  few  weeks.  They  fed  us  and  cared  for  us  in  such  a  way 
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that  we  were  kept  in  perfect  condition  for  our  task  at 
hand.  Our  fellowship  was  unbroken  and  we  shall  ever 
cherish  in  our  memory  these  days  wherein  we  have  found 
new  friends  in  the  work  of  the  Lord. 

In  this  connection  we  are  not  unmindful  of  the  won- 
derful meals  we  shared  with  the  Brethren  other  than  th(; 
parsonage,  at  about  half  of  which  were  served  with  "deei' 
and  antelope,"  the  finest  of  its  kind  that  is  so  plentiful 
here  in  this  great  Rocky  Mountain  section.  Perhaps  this 
accounts  for  .Brother  Garber  and  myself  being  "so  fleet 
on  our  feet"  in  this  meeting.  Thanks  to  all  for  their  kind- 
ness and  consideration  of  the  evangelist  in  every  detail 
and  for  the  many  kind  words  of  appreciation  of  the  Bible 
Studies  and  the  messages  brought. 

Among  those  who  came  for  membership  into  the  church 
we  feel  there  were  some  gi'eat  victories.  First  there  were 
nine  heads  of  families,  three  whole  families,  two  with  a 
Catholic  background,  one  by  relation  from  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  and  two  from  another  church  group.  The 
attendance  thi-oughout  the  meeting  averaged  as  much 
each  evening  as  the  entire  membership  of  the  church.  The 
interest  generally  was  in  every  way  above  the  average 
in  revival  meetings  in  these  times. 

The  visible  results  of  the  meetings,  other  than  those 
mentioned  above,  as  they  are  reported  to  me  by  the  pas- 
tor, seems  to  be  something  like  the  following:  thirteen 
baptized,  two  received  on  fornier  baptism,  one  reconse- 
cration  and  five  that  accepted  Christ  but  whose  baptism 
was  necessarily  delayed  on  account  of  certain  interfer- 
ence. Besides  these  twenty-one,  another  twenty-five, 
through  the  direct  leading  of  the  Holy  Spirit  came  to 
pledge  themselves  to  a  greater  and  more  definite  service 
to  their  Lord  wherever  He  might  be  pleased  to  call  them. 
It  was  a  scene  long  to  be  I'emembered  as  they  laid  their 
lives  afresh  upon  His  altar  for  service.  May  the  "Lord 
of  the  Harvest,"  Who  will  not  permit  "His  Woi-d  to  re- 
turn unto  Him  void,"  continue  to  bless  the  sowing  of  the 
seed  into  a  rich  harvest  through  the  days  ahead,  is  our 
prayer  for  them. 

C.  C.  Grisso,  lEvangelist. 

MORRILL,  KANSAS 

On  our  return  to  Morrill  we  found  the  "Flu"  still  rag- 
ing, which  has  very  seriously  affected  church  attendance 
and  church  activities  here.  Under  ordinary  conditions  this 
is  a  faithful  and  loyal  group.  Two  have  been  received 
into  the  body  of  body  of  believers  here  by  transfer  from 
the  former  church  at  Hamlin,  a  good  deacon  and  his  com- 
panion. I  am  sorry  that  it  will  be  necessary  for  mo  to 
be  closing  my  brief  sojourn  among  them  on  Palm  Sunday, 
on  which  day,  the  Lord  willing,  we  will  begin  an  eight 
day  evangelistic  effort  with  the  Church  at  Udell,  Iowa, 
and  thence  to  our  Indiana  home.  We  have  been  asked  to 
serve  as  a  "supply"  pastor  for  one  of  our  good  Indiana 
churches  for  the  summer  months. 

Arrangements  are  in  the  making  for  our  fall  schedule 
of  evangelism,  with  some  already  arranged  for.  These 
will  be  reported  in  due  time.  This  winter  is  proving  a 
wonderful  time  of  blessing  and  fellowship  to  us,  as  we 
have  visited  many  of  the  churches  through  the  great 
west  preaching  the  Gospel,  and  here  and  there  winning 
a  few  souls  for  Him.  I  can  be  addressed  here  at  Mor- 
rill until  April  first,  and  then  at  my  home,  Mexico,  In- 
diana. 

C.  C.  Grisso. 


NOTICE 

Th<3  Indiana  Broth rori  Youth  Itally  <A  tho 
Southern  District  will  Ixi  hold  at  HuntinKton,  on 
Thursday,  March  J 2th,  at  7:.'}0  P.  M.  Tho  male 
quartet  of  Iluntin^on  College  will  be  the  gue.st 
talent. 


PUBLICATION    DAY    OFFERING 

January  27 — February  11,   VjTy.i 

(PLEASE  NOTE:  The  offeiings  listed  below  are  tho.se 

which  were  received  by  our  office  during  this  period. 
For  some  of  the  churches,  it  represents  just  a  partial  of- 
fering, a  quarterly  or  semi-annual  offering. — Editor.) 

Milledgeville,   Illinois  Brethren  Church    S  75.00 

Brighton,  Indiana  Brethren  Church    1.5.00 

Mt.   Olivet,   Delaware   Brethren  Church    14.00 

Masontown,  Penna.   Brethren   Church    62.25 

Mrs.    Ira    Downey,    Hagerstown,    Md 15.00 

Mrs.  Sarah  Fauss,  Jersey  City,  N.  J 1.00 

Mrs.   Nettie  M.  Wolfe,  Howey-in-the-Hills,  Fla.  100.00 

M.  Kreitzer,  West  Alexandria,  Ohio    5.00 

Mrs.   Charles  A.   Bame,   Western  Springs,  111.    .  .  5.00 

Center  Chapel,  Peru,  Indiana,  Brethren  Church..  41.78 

Miss  Ida  Becker,  Falls  City,  Neb 1.00 

W.  H.  Schaffer,  Allentown,  Penna 7.00 

Oakville,  Indiana   Brethren  Church    30.55 

Calvary,   Pittstown,  Penna.   Brethren   Church.  .  .  .  14.00 

Sergeantsville,   New  Jersey   Brethren   Church    .  .  11.50 

Milford,    Indiana    Brethren   Church    77.10 

Gretna,  ,Bellefontaine,  Ohio,  Brethren  Church    .  .  44.10 

Park  Street,  Ashland  Ohio  Brethren  Church   98.00 

Mrs.    Harvey   Hartman,   Wakarusa,   Indiana    ....  5.00 

North  Georgetown,  Ohio  Brethren  Church   89.50 

Rev.  C.  C.  Grisso,  Mexico,  Indiana    10.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  C.  Berkley,  Hamlin,  Kansas   .  .  3.00 

Wayne  Heights,   Waynesboro,   Penna,   Breth.   Ch.  21.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  R.  Swihart,  South  Bend,  Ind..  .  8.50 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Spielman, 

Hagerstown,    Md 10.00 

North   Liberty,   Indiana    Brethren   Church    57.00 

Ralph  A.  Lichty,   Carleton,  Neb 5.00 

Mrs.   Marie   Gutridge,   Newark,   Ohio    1.00 

Berlin,  Penna.  Brethren  Church   138.30 

Denver,   Indiana  Brethren  Church    41.00 

Burlington,  Indiana  Brethren  Church    78.30 

Mexico,   Indiana    Brethren   Church    18.75 

West   Alexandria.    Ohio    Brethren   Church    30.00 

Bryan,  Ohio,  Brethren  Home  and 

Foreign  Missionary  Society    200.00 

Oak  Hill,   West  Virginia   Brethren  Church    oO.OO 

Louisville,  Ohio  Brethi-en  Church   72.00 

TOTAL    ^1,465.63 

PREVIOUSLY    REPORTED    ?13.09 

TOTAL  TO  DATE    ?1,978.72 
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IN    COLOR   FOR    CHILDRE 


BIBLE   PICTURE   BOOK   FOR   TINY  TOTS 
Illustrated   by   George    G.    Benes 
Illustrated    Bible   scenes    in   two  colors.     Illus- 
trates  such    Bible   scenes   as: 
The  Garden 
Noah's  Ark 

Daniel  in  the  Lion's  Den 
Jesus  and  the  Little  Children 
Peter  Walking  on   the  Water 
With    Scripture    texts.     Size,    1%"    x    10%". 
Paper,    15<J     Per  dozen,   $1.30 

BIBLE   ABC's   IN   RHYME 
By  Jean  C.  Keegslra 
Ilustrated  by  George   G.  Benes 

Four  colored  illustrations  for  each  cleverly 
written  rhyme.  The  verses  carry  a  real  message. 
Printed  by  lithography  in  brilliant  colors.  Size 
IV2"    X    lO^/^".     Paper,    55^     Per   dozen,    $3.50 

SING   A   SONG  FOR  JESUS 
By   Mildred   Morningstar 

Popular   children's   songs    such   as: 

Jesus  Loves  Me 

Jesus  Loves  the  Little  Children 

This   Little   Light   of  Mine 
Illustrated.    Size   8"   x    lOVa".  Paper,   50^ 

THE   STORY   HOUR  SERIES 

Outstanding     Christian     stories      for     various 
age    groups.     Each    book    beautifully    illustrated. 
Size,    6%"    X    9"-    12    books    in    the    series    are: 
Bible  ABC  Book  —  (Primary) 
Favorite    Bible    Stories — (Primary) 
Stories   of   Jesus — (Junior) 
Bedtime  Stories — (Junior) 
Bible   Primer — (Primary) 
A    Hive    of    Busy    Bees — -(Intermediate) 
Bible   Character   Jewels — (Primary) 
Bible     Picture    Book — (Beginners) 
Paths  of  Uprightness — (Primary) 
Fireside  Tales — (Primary) 
Sunny  Hour  Stories —  (Intermediate) 
Happy  Hour  Tales —  (Primary) 

This  series  represents  the  best  and  biggest 
value  among  juvenile  books.  Fach  is  attractively 
printed  with  color  throughout  and  richly  il- 
lustrated. Bound  in  heavy,  full  color,  2  ply 
covers.  Educators,  parents,  pastors  and  super- 
intendents use  the  Story  Hour  Series  because  of 
its  sound  Bible  teaching  and  freedom  from 
controversy.  Interest,  popularity  and  steadily- 
/;rowing  demand  bear  ciocjucnt  testimony  to  the 
delight  with  which  people  accept  this  fascinating 
series. 


CHRISTIAN    NURSERY   RHYMES 
By  Mildred  Morningstar 

Appealingly  written  Christian  nursery  rhymes. 
Rhymes  of  the  child's  experiences — dressing, 
eating,  playing,  washing,  going  to  bed,  etc — 
point  him  to  Jesus.  Ideal  for  beginning  readers. 
Each  page  completely  and  beautifully  designed 
with  four-color,  lithographed  illustrations.  Size 
7V2"  X  lO*/^"  Paper,  60^ 

CHILDREN'S  BIBLE  STORY  SERIES 
By    Theodore    'W.    Engslrom 

13    graphically    and    interestingly    told    Bible 
stories  in  each  book.    These  books  contain  both 
full  color  and  black  and  white  illustrations.    Size 
6"  X  9".    The  four  books  in  the  series  are: 
Old  Testament  Stories 
New  Testament  Stories 
Stories    of   Jesus 
Familiar   Bible   Stories 
"Boys   and    girls    from    3    to   8    years    of   age 
need    this    book,    which    effectively    tells    Bible 
stories    from    the    life    of    Jesus,    in    simple    but 
beautiful  words  which  children  will   remember." 

Defender 
4    books,   each,    paper,    50^.     Per    dozen   $5.00. 
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Items  of  general  interest 


PITTSBURGH,  PENNA.  More  than  seventy  persons 
attended  the  63rd  birthday  of  the  Church,  which  was  ob- 
sened  recently  with  a  supper  and  program. 

Brother  Ralph  E.  Mills,  Pastor,  was  guest  speaker  at 
the  Primitive  Methodist  Church  on  February  19th. 

BRYAN,  OHIO.  Brother  Alvin  H.  Grumbling  has  an- 
nounced that  the  Evangelist  for  their  Revival,  which  will 
be  held  April  6th  to  19th,  will  be  .Brother  William  S. 
Crick,  Pastor  of  our  Gratis,  Ohio,  church. 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  The  W.  M.  S.  Mission  Study 
was  held  on  Februaiy  26th.  The  women  of  the  Goshen 
W.  M.  S.  were  guests,  with  the  review  being  given  by 
Mrs.  EveI>Ti  Downing. 

The  W.  M.  S.  Public  Sei-vice  was  scheduled  for  March 
Ist 

Brother  Robert  K.  Higgins  announces  a  week  of  Pre- 
Kaster  Services.  He  will  bring  the  messages  each  night 
from  Palm  Sunday  to  Easter;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norman 
Smith,  Song  Evangelist.s,  will  be  in  charge  of  the  music. 

WARSAW,  INDIANA.  Brother  Eugene  J.  Beekley  le- 
ports  on  their  service  of  Dedication  for  their  new  Organ 
on  February  22nd.  He  said  that  they  "had  to  carry  cxtia 
chairs  up  from  the  basement  foi-  in  the  aisles.  The 
Church  was  packed." 

Brother  Beekley  states  that  two  new  members  were 
recently  received  into  the  church,  and  four  more  await 
baptism. 


.Brother  Beekley,  assisted  by  his  choir  members  furnish- 
ing sacred  music,  was  devotional  speaker  over  WRSW 
the  week  of  February  23rd. 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  The  new  Ambassador's  Quartet 
(announced  in  last  week's  BRETHREN  lEVANGELIST) 
was  scheduled  to  be  in  the  Waterloo  church  on  March  1st. 

UDELL,  IOWA.  Brother  H.  Francis  Berkshire  calls  his 
Sunday  evening  service,  "Hour  of  Happiness,"  encourag- 
ing people  to  come  to  a  "nice  warm  church  and  a  service 
that  will  inspire  you."  The  members  are  encouraged  to 
memorize  a  verse  of  scripture  during  the  afternoon,  to  be 
given  at  the  evening  service. 

Udell  has  joined  the  trend  of  our  churches  in  providing 
a  parish  news  paper,  in  this  case  a  monthly  mimeo- 
graphed paper.  It  is  full  of  church  news,  suggestions  and 
timely  illustrations. 


^gf^^ls^ 


DR.  I.  D.  BOWMAN 


■  I 


Word  was  received  at  the  Editorial  Office  of  the  pass- 
ing of  Dr.  I.  D.  Bowman,  on  the  morning  of  Saturday, 
February  28th.  Brother  Bowman  had  beeni  in  a  ooma 
since  the  previous  Tuesday,  and  passed  away  in  his  sleep. 

Funeral  services  were  scheduled  for  Tuesday,  March 
3rd,  at  the  Brighton  Brethren  Church,  near  Howe,  Indi- 
ana. 

Brother  Bowman,  had  one  of  the  most  outstanding  and 
fruitful  iministries  in  the  Brethren  Church.  His  was  a 
ministry  of  many  years. 

A  full  obituary  will  apear  soon  in  THE  EVANGELIST. 
Two  Brethren  Ministers  are  close  relatives  of  Brother 
Bowman:  A  .son.  Rev.  J.  Milton  Bowman,  is  Pastor  of 
our  Church  at  Peru,  Indiana;  a  grandson,  Rev.  Milton  M. 
Robinson,,  is  Pastor  of  our  Cumberland,  Maryland, 
Church. 

We  give  to  these  Brethren,  and  other  loved  ones  of  this 
faithful  Brother,  our  deepest  sympathy,  and  certain  as- 
•surance  of  the  hope  of  eternal  life  and  reunion  in  the 
name  of  Christ,  our  Lord. — Editor. 


I 
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Just  fls   I   Though f 


TIME-WORN  AND  THREAD-BARE  is  the  story  of 
the  woman  who  decided  to  put  to  a  test,  the  sermon 
which  her  Pastor  had  preached  on  the  words  of  Jesus,  "If 
ye  shall  say  unto  this  mountain,  Be  thou  removed,  and 
be  thou  cast  into  the  sea,  it  shall  be  done." 

According  to  the  story,  this  woman's  house  was  so  sit- 
uated that  a  great  hill  stood  between  it  and  the  sea. 
Often  she  had  longed  to  have  had  her  house  on  the  side 
of  the  mountain  which  looked  toward  the  sea.  In  his  ser- 
mon, the  Pastor  had  asserted  that  according  to  Jesus,  if 
a  person  had  the  faith  to  pray  and  to  believe  that  a  thing 
could  be  done,  it  would  come  to  pass. 

This  weighed  heavily  on  the  woman's  mind,  and  finally 
she  decided  to  put  the  words  of  the  scripture  to  a  test. 
So,  one  night  she  prayed  to  God  and  asked  Him  to  re- 
move the  mountain  back  of  her  house  so  that  she  could 
have  a  good  view  of  the  sea.  Earnestly  she  prayed  and 
prayed,  calling  to  remembrance  the  words  of  scripture, 
that  if  "ye  have  faith,  and  doubt  not — the  mountain  shall 
be  I'emoved."  Having  finished  her  prayers,  she  went 
peacefully  to  sleep. 

The  next  morning,  she  arose  and  rushed  to  her  window. 
As  she  saw  that  the  mountain  in  all  its  massiveness,  still 
stood  as  immovable  as  it  had  been,  the  woman  is  said  to 
have  muttered  to  herelf,  "Hmm,  just  as  I  thought!" 

Here  was  a  woman  who  to  all  appearances,  believed 
that  God  was  able  to  do  things,  yet  deep  within  her,  she 
possessed  no  belief  that  He  could.  This  is  an  old,  old 
story,  told  many  times  by  many  ministers.  ,But,  do  you 
know,  it  is  as  up  to  date  as  it  ever  was. 

Let  us  not  forget,  that  the  promise  of  scripture  is  still 
there,  too.  You  may  ask  why  the  mountain  wasn't  re- 
moved for  the  woman,  and  we  could  answer,  as  her  state- 
ment in  the  morning  asserted,  that  she  didn't  believe  it 
could  be  removed.  You  may  reply  and  ask  what  would 
have  happened  had  her  faith  been  real  and  great  enough, 
nothing  doubting.  Had  her  prayer  been  in  the  will  of 
God,  and  had  her  faith  been  strong  enough,  nothing 
doubting,  that  mountain  would  have  been  gone  when  she 
arose. 

You  may  laugh  and  say  that  such  an  opinion  is  ridicu- 
lous. Think  seriously,  though.  Is  it  so  ridiculous,  after 
all?  Haven't  you  had  any  mountains  removed?  Haven't 
there  been  any  insurmountable  problems  (mountains)  in 
your   life?    Has   your  life  been   all   one   bed  of  roses  in 


which  you  have  had  everything  at  your  command  and 
every  need  supplied  without  having  to  call  upon  God,  or 
throw  yourself  upon  Him  in  tnj-st  and  faith? 

Listen,  dear  friends,  if  you  have  never  had  to  call  upon 
God,  in  faith  believing,  to  remove  mountains  in  your 
lives,  you  have  missed  one  of  the  richest  experiences  life 
has  to  offer.  Every  mountain  to  be  removed  deepens  your 
faith  in  God,  and  shows  you  how  much  you  are  really 
dependent  on  Him. 

Our  Lord  told  us  that  when  we  come  to  mountains,  we 
are  to  pray,  and  if  in  praying,  we  believe.  He'll  answer 
our  prayers.  But  to  get  the  answer,  we  must  believe  that 
it  can  be  done. 

Whatever  our  personal  problems  are  today;  lack  of 
money,  sickness,  anxiety  over  loved  ones,  pending  trou- 
bles, etc.,  we  must  learn  to  believe  that  God  will  see  us 
through  (remove  the  mountains)  and  bring  us  to  the 
other  side  victoriously. 

Going  a  step  further,  we  touch  upon  our  Denomina- 
tional "mountains."  Are  you  one  who  says  when  a  new 
plan  or  idea  is  suggested,  that  "It  can't  be  done?'"  Pro- 
gress and  advancement  are  brousrht  about  b>  doing  the 
things  which  "can't  be  done." 

New  fields  for  Missionary  endeavor,  a  new  building 
program  for  our  College,  a  new  high  in  BRETHREN 
EVANGELIST  subscriptions.  Big  mountains  in  the  Breth- 
ren Church! 

There  have  been  other  '"mountains,"  too.  The  new 
Chapel  at  Ashland,  the  new  building  for  the  Publishing 
House,  Missionaries  to  Africa  and  South  America,  not  to 
mention  all  of  the  other  avenues  of  Church  work.  All  of 
these  have  been  big  moimtains.  Tliere  were  men  and 
women  of  faith  and  vision  and  works  who  pi-ayed,  be- 
lieved, gave  and  worked,  and  these  things  are  now  a 
reality. 

The  .Brethren  Church  has  never  in  its  history  been 
faced  with  more  challenging  mountains  than  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  as  mentioned  above.  Do  you  know  what  is  going 
to  happen  to  those  mountains?  That's  right,  we're  going 
to  see  them  removed! 

Not  with  a  "faith"  which  says  it  can't  be  done,  but 
with  a  faith  in  the  eternal  God,  that  He  is  faitliful  to  His 
promises.  Sometimes  when  we  face  new  "mountains."  we 

(Continued  on  page  (>) 
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TT  IS  THE  PURPOSE  of  this  message  to  have 
you  think  for  a  Httle  while  concerning  the 
victories  that  have  been  wrought  through  the 
death  of  the  Son  of  God.  And  here  we  introduce 
rurselves  to  a  subject  that  is  as  wide  as  the  uni- 
\erse  and  as  lasting  as  the  eternities.  For 
tlirough  the  endless  ages  to  come,  ten  thousand 
times  ten  thousand  of  the  i-edeemed,  shall  say 
with  a  loud  voice,  "Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was 
slain,  even  Him  Who  hath  redeemed  us  to  God 
by  His  own  blood." 

Now,  I  have  chosen  a  rather  strange  text  for 
this  message.  "They  spake  of  His  decease 
(d-eath)    which  he  should  accomplish." 

Many  times  our  Lord  spake  of  His  going  up  to 
Jerusalem  where  He  would  suffer  many  things 
at  the  hands  of  His  people  and  be  crucified.  How 
well  He  knew  that  this  was  in  the  plan  of  God  for 
the  redemption  of  the  world.  Thus  He  did  not 
look  upon  His  death  as  a  defeat,  but  rather  a 
glorious  victory  climaxing  the  great  plan  for 
man's  salvation,  the  plan  through  which  we  have 
redemption  through  His  blood. 

It  thus  becomes  passing  strange  to  the  natural 
man  that  the  most  repelling  scene  in  the  life  of 
th  world's  Saviour  would  become  its  most  effec- 
tive charm.  That  the  one  thing  that  would  grip 
and  fascinate  and  move  the  hearts  of  men  would 
not  be  His  teaching,  though  He  was  the  world's 
greatest.  That  it  would  not  be  His  preaching, 
though  "never  man  spake  like  this  man."  That  it 
would  not  be  His  miracles,  though  He  performed 
many  mighty  ones.  No,  none  of  these  things,  but 
rather  the  gruesome  Roman  cross,  with  its  spikes 
of  iron  driven  through  his  hands  and  feet,  suf- 
fering the  agonies  of  a  horrible  death — that  is 
the  scene  that  has  moved  and  melted  the  hearts 
of  sinful  men. 

The  message  of  that  cross  and  that  death  will 
continue  to  move  this  old  sinful  world,  if  it  is 
faithfully  upheld.  Our  Lord  was  not  mistaken,  He 
was  not  playing  with  words  when  He  said,  "And 


1,  if  1  be  lifted  up,  will  draw  all  men  unto  Me." 
The  rocky  hills  of  Calvary's  mountain  were  rent 
by  that  scene.  Have  men's  hearts  become  so  hard- 
ened that  they  will  not  be  melted  and  moved 
when  that  cross  is  upheld?  Thus,  I  affirm  that 
that  cross  should  be  the  very  center  and  core  of . 
all  true  preaching.  i 

"In  the  cross  of  Christ  I  glory, 
Towering  o'er  the  wrecks  of  time 

All  the  light  of  sacred  story, 

Gathers  'round  its    head   sublime." 

Thank  God!  The  Christian's  religion  is  a  vic- 
torious triumphant  religion,  the  Christian's  faith 
is  a  conquering  faith.  The  Church  that  our  Lord 
founded  is  a  conquering  church.  He  said,  "I  build 
My  church"  and  one  day,  Oh  glorious  Day,  He  is 
coming  again  to  receive  it  to  Himself. 

There  are  no  such  words  in  the  vocabulary  of 
oui-  blessed  Christianity  as  defeat,  retreat,  de- 
spair or  failure.  As  we  look  at  our  world  today 
that  is  being  torn  with  war,  and  still  staggering 
in  the  aftermath  of  the  gi-eatst  of  all  wars,  we 
are  frank  to  admit  that  there  is  much  that  tries 
our  faith.  We  ask,  "Is  this  all  that  the  Christian- 
ity of  which  you  speak,  has  to  offer?  Is  this  the 
result  of  twenty  centuries  of  pneaching  of  the 
Gospel,  and  of  missionary  and  evangelistic  en- 
deavor?" True,  we  as  Christians  are  witnessing 
much  with  which  we  cannot  agree.  There  is  wick- 
edness, and  unfairness,  and  injustice,  and  rival- 
ry, and  hatred.  None  of  us  can  countenance  these 
things.  Desolation,  madness,  sorrow,  suffering, 
poverty  and  pestilence,  we  witness  on  every  hand. 
Can  thei^e  be  no  deliverance  from  these  things? 
"Is  there  no  balm  in  Gilead?"  Yes,  I  believe  that 
the  force  of  our  Gospel  is  rugged  and  powerful 
enough  to  prevail.  I  believe  that  with  our  open 
Bible  in  one  hand  and  the  testimony  of  our  Chris- 
tian faith  in  our  hearts  that  WE  CAN  WIN  IN 
THE  GREAT  BATTLE  AGAINST  SIN. 

What  we  need  is  to  place  our  hope  and  faith 
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anew  in  the  workings  of  a  gentle  Gospel,  even  in 
the  midst  of  a  sin-cursed  and  pow-er-drunken  age. 
No,  a  thousand  times  no,  our  Christianity  and 
our  future  glory  is  not  doomed  to  defeat.  For, 
"He  that  is  in  us  is  greater  than  he  that  is  in  the 
World." 

The  story  is  told  of  a  little  girl  who  was  play- 
ing on  the  deck  of  a  ship  that  was  being  tossed 
by  wind  and  wave.  Some  one  said,  "Darling,  how 
can  you  be  so  contented  when  a  great  storm  is 
i-aging;  don't  you  know  we  are  in  danger?"  To 
which  she  replied,  "All  that  1  know  is  that  my 
father  is  at  the  helm."  Brethren,  your  Father  and 
mine  is  still  at  the  helm,  and  will  see  to  it  that 
His  Church  shall  weather  the  wind  and  wave  of 
these  dark  times  to  which  we  have  come. 

Many  times,  through  dispensations  in  the  past, 
wicked  men  have  attempted  to  destroy  God's  peo- 
ple, but  God  turned  their  attempted  defeats  into 
victories.  They  tried  it  in  the  Garden  of  Eden, 
they  tried  it  at  Cain  and  Abel's  altar,  it  was  tried 
in  Egypt,  it  was  tried  in  the  wilderness,  it  was 
tried  in  Canaan,  it  was  tried  at  Bethlehem's  man- 
ger, it  was  tried  in  the  early  church,  it  was  tried 
at  CALVARY.  And  when  viewing  that  cross 
with  the  Son  of  God  dying  in  agony,  a  stranger 
to  the  "Plan  of  Redemption,"  might  easily  de- 
clare, "This  is  the  end!  He  had  saved  others, 
Hims-alf,  He  could  not  save."  His  enemies  had 
had  their  way. 

They  put  Him  through  a  mock  trial. 

They  spit  in  His  face. 

They  beat  Him  with  reeds 

They  mocked  and  they    scourged    Him. 

They  put  a  purple  robe  on  Him. 

They  nailed  Him  to  the  Cross. 

And  then,  "They  sat  down  and  watched  Him 
there."  And  when  they  were  certain  that  He  was 
dead  they  went  back  to  the  city  and  said,  "It  is 
all  over,  He  is  dead."  Where  are  the  claims  of 
this  blasphemer  now?  To  make  sure  that  He  was 
completely  out  of  the  wa3%  to  be  certain  that 
their  victory  was  complete,  they  put  Him  in  a 
tomb  and  guarded  it  well,  but  on  that  first  Eas- 
ter morn.  He  came  forth  : 

"Up  from  the  grave  he  arose. 

With  a  mighty  triumph  o'er  His  foes. 

He  arose  a  VICTOR  from  the  dark  domain, 

And  He  lives  forever  with  his  saints  to  reign — 

Hallelujah,  Chi'ist  arose !" 

No,  He  is  not  dead,  for  there  was  never  a  time 
when  He  was  so  much  alive,  for  He  is  the  same 
yesterday,  today  and  forever.  There  was  never  a 


time  in  the  distant  past  when  He  was  not,  and 
thei"8  never  will  be  a  time  in  the  eternities  to 
come  when  He  will  not  exist.  "Once  dead,  but 
alive  forevermore." 

But  for  that  apparent  defeat  yonder  on  Cal- 
vary, we  would  never  have  experienced  the  Ea.s- 
ter  morning.  The  cross  is  in  the  direct  route  of 
the  crown.  My  brother,  sister,  have  you  gone 
through  Gethsemane — has  your  old  man  of  sin 
been  crucified  with  Christ — have  you  been  buried 
in  holy  baptism  with  Him?  If  so,  there  will  be 
an  Easter  morning  in  your  life,  a  new  and  better 
day  will  dawn  for  you.  "Blessed  be  God  the  Fa- 
ther of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  according  to 
His  abundant  mercy  hath  begotten  us  again  unto 
a  living  hope  by  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ 
from  the  dead,  to  an  inheritance  incorruptible, 
and  undefiled,  that  fadeth  not  away,  reserved  in 
heaven  for  you,  who  are  kept  by  the  power  of 
God  through  faith  unto  salvation  i^ady  tx}  be  i"e- 
vealed  at  the  last  time." 

All  life — with  all  its  value  and  all  its  mean- 
ing, begins  at  Calvary.  It  begins  with  the  appro- 
priation of  the  shed  blood,  the  blood  of  Him 
"who  bore  our  sins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree." 
So  sure  and  certain  and  so  positive  is  it  that  He 
could  say,  "Whosoever  liveth  and  believeth  in  me 
shall  never  die."  This  is  the  message  that  I 
would  like  somehow  to  get  to  the  great  army  of 
lost  men  and  women.  He  holds  the  solution  to 
every  problem  of  life.  If  we  could  call  the  roll  of 
the  immortals  of  the  ages,  men  and  women  from 
every  walk  of  life.  Saul  of  Tarsus — Moody — Jer- 
ry McCauley — John  B.  Goff  and  Samuel  H.  Had- 
lej'',  they  all  left  their  sins  and  found  new  life  at 
Calvary.  The  shadow  of  that  cross  has  fallen 
across  twenty  centuries  and  has  brought  new  life 
and  peace  and  hope  and  salvation  to  millions  of 
souls. 

Thus  Calvary  is  not  a  symbol  of  death  and  de- 
feat ;  not  a  time  when  the  plan  of  salvation  was 
wrecked.  No,  all  of  the  accomplishments  of  the 
ages,  were  "accomplished  at  Jerusalem  that  day." 
Thev  all  focus  at  the  cross  of  Calvary,  when  by 
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that  mystery  of  mysteries,  God  washed  us  from 
our  sins  in  the  ever-flowing  fountain  tliat  issued 
from  the  wounded  side  of  His  Own  dear  Son, 
Even,  in  "ThiU  fountain  filled  with  blood,  drawn 
from  Immanuel's  veins,"  in  the  House  of  David 
that  day  a  fountain  for  cleansing  was  opened  to 
which  every  sinful  soul  may  come  and  be 
cleansed. 

There  in  that  act  every  claim  against  us  was 
provided  for.  There  He  died  our  death,  there  He 
paid  tiie  penalty  for  our  sin,  there  He  took  our 
judgment  upon  Himself,  there  He  bore  the  shame 
and  scoffing  rude,  in  our  place  condemned  He 
stood,  sealed  our  pardon  in  His  blood,  "Hallelu- 
jah, what  a  Saviour!"  "Lifted  up  was  He  to  die, 
"It  is  finished"  was  his  cry."  Finished;  finished 
at  Calvary  I  What  was  finished  at  Calvary?  His 
Mission  to  a  sin-cursed  and  ruined  world,  yes,  the 
Law  was  finished,  but  more,  the  power  of  satan 
is  finished.  His  deathknell  has  been  sounded. 
Heb,  2:14.  "That  through  his  death  he  might  de- 
stroy him  that  had  the  power  of  death,  that  is, 
the  devil." 


if" 


The  cross  seemed  to  be  the  moment  of  satan's 
triumph,  but  thank  God,  it  was  the  moment  of  his 
defeat,  "By  one  man  sin  came,  but  by  one  man's 
death,  many  are  made  righteous."  Thus,  in  the 
cross  we  have  a  perfect  victory,  over  the  world, 
the  flesh  and  the  devil.  It  has  closed  the  gates  of 
hell  to  every  soul  that  will  cling  to  it,  and  opened 
to  that  same  soul  the  portals  of  eternal  glory.  If 
you,  my  friend  are  a  member  of  His  body  today, 
you  belong  to  a  body  that  shall  never  know  de- 
feat. Morrill,  Kansas. 
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"JUST  AS  I  THOUGHT" 

(Continued  from  page  3) 

seem  to  forget  the  mountains  about  which  we  have 
pi-ayed,  and  which  have  been  taken  care  of  by  God's 
marvelous  answers  to  prayer. 

In  the  face  of  answered  prayer,  we  often  doubt  that 
God  can  answer  additional  prayers.  Let's  not  have  this 
"defeatist"  attitude.  Let  us  claim  the  promises  of  God, 
that  if  we  have  the  faith  to  step  out  and  work  for  Him 
that  He  will  remove  the  "mountains." 

Our  Ashland  College  is  preparing  for  the  largest  build- 
ing program  in  its  histoiy;  our  Missionai-y  Board  will, 
later  this  month,  present  the  most  challenging  program 
arid  appeal  it  has  ever  given;  and  we  here  at  the  Pub- 
li.shing  House  are  piesenting  to  you  a  program  of  in- 
creasing the  subscription  lists  for  the  BRETHREN 
^:V.-\.\GELLST. 

The.se  are  insurmountable  mountains,  to  be  .sui-e,  if  wf- 
look  at  it  from  a  puiely  human  standpoint  alone.  But  we 
refuse  to  believe  that  with  the  help  of  God  that  they  can- 
not be  removed. 

DO  YOU  HAVE  THE  FAITH,  NOTHING  DOUBT- 
ING, TO  BELIEViE  THAT  THESE  "MOUNTAINS"  CAN 
BE  REMOVED? 

DO  YOU  BELIEViE  THAT  THE  COLLEGE  CAN  RE- 
CEIVE   FROM    THE    BRETHREN    CHURCH     SUFFI- 


CIENT MONEY  TO  COMPLETE  ITS  BUILDING  PRO- 
GRAM ? 

DO  YOU  BELIEVE  THAT  OVER  EASTER,  THE 
BRETHREN  CHURCH  CAN  GIVE  THE  MISSIONARY 
BOARD  THE  LARGEST  MISSION  OFFERING  IT  HAS 
EVER  RECEIVED? 

DO  YOU  BELIEVE  THAT  WE  CAN  INCREASE 
OUR  EVANGELIST  SUBSCRIPTION  LIST  ,BY  1,000 
SUBSCRIPTIONS  AND  PUT  80%  OF  OUR  CHURCHES 
ON  THE  100%  LIST? 

If  you  do,  then  you  are  a  good  Brethren,  because  the 
Editor,  and  many  others  of  the  Brethren  believe  it  can  all 
be  done. 

If  it  looks  discouraging  at  times  (and  it  will,  for  God 
always  tests  the  faithful)  don't  say  as  did  the  woman, 
"Just  as  I  thought,"  Rather  continue  to  work  and  to  pray 
and  to  give,  so  that  God  will  see  our  faith,  nothing  doubt- 
ing, and  will  graciously  and  gloriously  answer  our 
prayers. 

YES,  OUR  MOUNTAINS  CAN  BE  REMOVED,  BUT 
WE  MUST  BELIEVE  THAT  THEY  CAN,  WiE  MUST 
PRAY  THAT  THEY  CAN,  AND  WE  MUST  WORK 
THAT  THEY  CAN. 

As  we  see  it,  the  Brethren  Church  has  now  a  very 
promising  and  vitalizing  program  for  growth  and  mis- 
sionary endeavor.  For  Christ,  for  the  saving  of  many 
souls,  for  the  spiritual  enrichment  of  our  members,  let's 
put  all  that  we  are,  and  all  that  we  have  into  this  work 
for  Christ. 
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NEWS  BRIEFS  FROM  OUR  MISSIONARIES 


There  are  so  many  ways  of  serving  and  witnessing  con- 
stantly   that    I    like    it    here    very    much.  We  are  short 

staffed  even  now    here    at    the 

JANET  school.  There  are  only  two  reg- 

KING  ular  teachers  and  the  house  fa- 

ther must  take  care  of  about 
twenty-two  correspondence  students.  My  room,  in  which  I 
have  thirty-three  third,  fourth,  fifth  ,and  sixth  graders,  is 
big  and  lovely.  Outside  we  see  mountains,  rocks,  flowers, 
and  pretty  trees.  Usually  there  are  some  Africans  work- 
ing around  and  walking  through  the  grounds  with  things 
balanced  on  their  heads.  I  have  not  seen  a  drop  of  lain 
since  I  came. 

On  Sunday  afternoon  we  have  a  service  here  under  the 
mango  trees  for  the  Bora  people  who  are  working  in  Jos. 
Usually  we  have  thii-ty-five  or  forty.  Audu  (our  school 
cook)  or  one  of  the  other  Christians  preaches.  We  have 
worship  every  morning  in  the  classroom. 

At  the  Sudan  Interior  Mission  dining  hall,  where  we  eat 
every  evening,  I  meet  new  missionaries  every  day.  I  am 


especially  happy  f'oi  all  the  spiritual  blessings  that  are 
mine  here.  The  fellowship  with  consecrated,  sincere  mis- 
sionaries is  a  I'eal  blessing  to  me.  There  seems  to  be  more 
time  foi-  Bible  study  and  devotional  reading. 

TESTIMONY   FROM   ROB   BYLER 

One  is  constantly  aware  of  God's  providential  care.  On 
our  trip  from  Rosario  to  Buenos  Aires  with  Reverend 
Lewis,  we  had  a  rainy  day  for  travel,  but  decided  that 
was  better  than  enduring  the  tremendous  heat.  We  trav- 
eled in  the  early  morning,  leaving  at  3:15  A.  M.  and  ai-- 
riving  about  11:00  A.  M.  Along  the  road  we  were  wit- 
nesses of  no  fewer  than  twelve  accidents.  Most  of  them 
were  caused  by  plain  drunkenness  or  skidding  on  the  slip- 
pery, narrow  highway.  Thank  the  Lord,  we  had  no  mis- 
haps— it  required  careful  maneuvering  to  avoid  entangle- 
ments! We  never  cease  to  thank  Him  for  His  watchful 
care  over  us. 


Notes    On    Gifts   To   Mi 


ssionanes 


The  Missionary  Board  deeply  appreciates  the  interest 
of  our  churches,  auxiliary  organizations  and  individuals 
in  the  welfare  of  our  missionaries;  however,  in  order  that 
thex'e  may  be  no  inequality  or  dissatisfaction  arising  out 
of  giving  to  individuals,  the  Board  is  requesting  that 
money  sent  to  the  office  should  not  be  designated  as  a 
personal  gift  for  a  missionary — that  is,  over  and  above 
salary  and  expense. 

The  Missionary  Board  always  furnishes  all  outfit  and 
necessities  for  a  worker  before  he  leaves  for  the  field,  be- 
sides paying  his  salary — and  our  salaries  and  outfit  al- 
lowance are  comparable  to  those  of  other  mission  boards; 
hence,  if  much  money  should  be  sent  in  for  personal  gifts, 
there  would  not  be  sufficient  funds  with  which  to  pay 
missionaries'    salaries,    traveling    expenses,    medical     fees, 


etc.  In  addition,  such  giving  might  result  in  some  work- 
ers getting  far  more  than  others. 

If  offerings  sent  to  the  office  ai-e  specified  for  a  cer- 
tain missionary,  until  his  needs  are  subscribed,  such  of- 
ferings will  be  used  to  pay  his  salary  and  other  expenses. 
If  offerings  are  specified  for  the  purchase  of  certain 
items  of  a  missionary's  equipment  or  for  traveling  ex- 
penses, they  will  be  used  for  that  purpose  until  such  ex- 
pense is  fully  cared  for.  (It  is  best  to  ask  the  office 
where  funds  are  needed  before  specifying  wheiv  your  of- 
fering should  go.) 

The  best  way  to  give  for  missions,  without  invohing 
duplication  of  gifts  or  unsubscribed  needs,  is  to  give  to 
the  whole  missionary  program — that  is,  give  your  money 
without  reservation,  and  allow  the  Board  to  place  it 
where  it  is  needed  most. 


NOTICE— OHIO  CHURCHES 

rial  Association  of  the  Ohio  District,  we  recom- 
lian  Association  of  the  Ohio  District,  we  i-ecom- 
mend  that  the  following  items  be  promoted  in  the 
Churches  of  the  district : 

1,   PERSONAL    EVANGELISM     AND    VISI- 
TATION. 


2.  DEFINITE  CLASSES  OF  INSTRUCTION 
FOR  NEW  CONVERTS. 

3.  A  SCHOOL  OF  MISSIONS. 

4.  TITHING     AND      STEWARDSHIP      IN- 
STRUCTION. 

The  Ohio  Minist^erial  Association 
Elmer  R.  Carrithers.  Sec.-Treas. 
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The  Editor  is  convinced  that  the  Brethren 
Evangelist  can  serve  a  gi-eater  purpose  if  moi-e 
of  our  people  are  reading  it. 


Why  The  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST  Should  Be 

In    EVERY    Brethren    Home  By   The    Editor 


;4   TiJa%cC   7^  ^^u%c^   7fte^6€%^  : 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST    should    be  paper  coming  each  week  which  contains  articles 

in  every  Bi"ethren  home  because  it  is  your  offi-  of  an  uplifting,  strengthening  natune,  in  spiritual 

cial  Denominational  paper.  In  it,  you  find  church  things. 

news  and  plans  for  your  Church  work.  In  it,  you  We  urge  every  EVANGELIST  reader  of  the 
lind  helpful  articles  to  aid  you  in  your  spiritual  Brethren  Church  to  enlist  the  help  of  other  mem- 
growth,  brs  of  their  churches  in  bringing  about  a   100% 

With  so  much  secular  literature    coming    into  coverage  in  your  church.  That  is,  if  you  are  not 

our  homes  these  days,  it  is  refreshing  to  have  a  already  100%. 

YOU  HAVE  MUCH  TO  GAIN,  for  into  the 
homes  of  delinquent,  "lost,  strayed,  or  stolen," 
isolated,  sick,  ■etc.,  members,  goes  a  weekly 
church  paper,  when  your  church  is  on  the  100% 
list.  This  paper,  THE  BRETHREN  EVANGE- 
LIST, carries  the  message   of   the   church — F'OR 

you: 

We  admit  that  a  percentage  of  these  will  not 
be  read,  and  on  the  surface  it  may  look  like  your 
church  is  throwing  money  away.  Yet,  we  urge 
you  to  rem-ember  that  this  is  a  negligible  loss,  as 
such,  when  you  realize  that  great  gain  will  be  re- 
alized by  those  who  do  read  THE  EVANGE- 
LIST, who  would  not  be  reading  it  if  your  church 
was  not  100%. 

Then,  too,  the  message  of  the  gospel,  with  all 
its  encouragements  to  attend  church,  to  support 
the  church,  will  go  into  all  of  your  homes.  If  one 


ment  of  the  EVANGELIST,  you  will  be  well  re- 
paid. 

Then,  too,  if  a  church  is  to  grow,  it  must  be 
ready  to  invest  a  little  money  for  growth. 

Mark  Twain  tells  the  story  of  a  spider  which 
was  discovered  crawling  around  over  an  open 
newspaper  lying  on  his  desk.  Twain  remarked, 
"That  spider  is  scanning  the  newspaper  to  see 
which  of  the  stores  in  town  has  quit  advertising, 
so  that  he  can  go  and  spin  his  web  over  its  front 
door  and  live  evermore  in  peace." 

If  your  church  is  not  100%,  or  if  you  are  not 
striving  to  make  it  100%  you  are  losing  a  noble 
ally  in  keeping  your  church  work  going  smoothly. 

WE  WOULD  PICTURE  FOR  YOU  how  "a 
100%  subscription  list  will  help  you  in  your  par- 
ish work. 

Each  week,  into  each  of  the  homes  of  your  par- 
or  two  families,  now  delinquent,  are  brought  ish,  will  go  this  paper.  At  least  one  member  of 
back  into  your  church,  through  the    encourage-     that  household  will  handle    it,    undoubtedly    will 
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read  at  least  som-e  of  it — perhaps  oven  r^adin^ 
all  of  it.  Perhaps  even  other  members  of  that 
household  will  read  it.  (Of  course,  your  more  loy- 
al and  faithful  members  will  be  regular  readers 
thereof. ) 

Thus,  THE  EVANGELIST,  each  week,  is  a  re- 
minder of  their  church.  If  you  as  a  Pastor,  or 
church  official,  have  been  faithful  in  sending  in 
church    news,    your    members    will    notice    your 


church  in  th(!  "Interesting  Items"  or  T'hurch 
News  ("olumns. 

The  articles  about  Christian  living  will  come  in 
for  their  share  of  attention,  as  well  as  Church 
promotional  programs. 

You  can't  beat  il,  i'ov  th-e  price.  IMACINE! 
For  3c  each  week,  every  family  cf  youi-  church — 
faithful,  indifferent,  neai-,  or  fa)', — contacted 
with  the  church's  message.  You  and  your  church 
will  be  the  winner  in  the  long  )'un. 


/4   7i/a%cC   ^a  ^^uftc^  O^cciaC^ 


YOU  SPEND  HUNDREDS  OF  DOLLARS 
each  year  for  fuel,  light,  repairs,  cleaning,  music 
and  Sunday  School  supplies,  to  accommodate 
your  members  in  your  church  services.  FEW  IF 
ANY  CHURCHES  CANNOT  AFFORD  TO 
SPEND  $1.50  A  FAMILY  TO  PUT  THE  MES- 
SAGE OF  THE  CHURCH  INTO  EACH  HOME 
FOR  A  YEAR. 

Ponder  this  matter  carefully,  discuss  it  in  your 
next  Board  Meeting,  and  then,  get  out  your  mem- 
bership and  address  rolls,  and  prepare  your  list 
(Even  if  you  were  once  on  the  100%  list,  and 
dropped  off,  let's  get  back  on.)   Overrule  the  ob- 


jections, such  as  "some  people  don't  I'ead  it,  and 
don't  come  anyway"  and  look  at  the  advantages 
cf  "the  Church's  message  in  every  home  every 

week." 


There's  a  missionary  vxork  you  can  do  here, 
too.  Into  some  of  your  homes  THE  EVANGE- 
LIST will  be  absolutely  THE  ONLY  bit  of  Chris- 
tian literature  to  enter.  This  message  of  the  gos- 
pel should  not  be  denied  them. 


^   ^a%d   ^a   ^CH^o^mMCitiaKai   ^aa%d^ 


WE  URGE  YOU  TO  HELP  BOOST  OUR 
SUBSCRIPTION  LIST.  It  is  to  your  advantage ! 
When  your  offering  and  promotional  appeals  ap- 
pear in  THE  EVANGELIST,  they  can  go  into  no 
more  homes  than  the  number  of  subscribers  we 
have.  It  stands  to  reason  that  the  news  of  youi" 
Board  and  its  work  w^ill  have  a  larger  reading, 


and  your  work  will  have  a  larger  success  if  more 
and  more  people  read  THE  EVANGELIST. 

Thus,  we  are  urging  the  members  of  each 
Board  of  the  Denomination,  to  put  their  shoulder 
to  the  wheel  and  urge  for  100  "^f  subscription  cov- 
erage in  their  local  churches. 


The  Over  All  Picture 


THE  OVER  ALL  THOUGHT  in  the  announce- 
ment of  this  Subscription  Campaign  is  that  a 
reading  Church  is  a  growing  Church.  The  more 
people  we  have  reading  about  the  Church,  the 
better  cooperation,  the  better  giving,  the  better 
working  of  the  members  we  will  have. 

IT  WILL  PAY  EVERY  MEMBER  OF  EV- 
ERY BOARD,  OF  EVERY  LOCAL  CHURCH 
BOARD,  EVERY  PASTOR  AND  EVERY  SUB- 
SCRIBER   TO    WORK    TOWARD    THE    GOAL 

WE  HAVE  SET. 


Churches  that  are  right  now  on  our  100*"r  List 
can  continue  doing  their  part  through  prayer  and 
through  encouragement  to  other  church^es  which 
are  not  100<vr. 


IN  THE  INTERESTS  OF  A  GREATER 
BRETHREN  CHURCH.  AND  OF  A  GREATER 
WITNESS  FOR  CHRIST.  WE  LAUNCH  THIS 
CAMPAIGN  FOR  MORE  SUBSCRIPTIONS  TO 
THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 
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THiE  BRETHREN   EVANGEl-IS'l' 


THE  PERSON 

OF 
JESUS  CHRIST 


i 


Part  One 


Rev.  John  T.  Byler 


TN  THIS  STUDY,  DIVIDED  INTO  two  parts,  we  will 
will  be  interested  in  examining  the  Person  of  Jesus 
Christ.  The  first  portion  will  deal  with  some  of  the  ques- 
tions that  we  have  a  right  to  ask  ourselves  concerning 
this  One  Who  claimed  to  come  from  Heaven.  Who  was 
He?  What  was  He?  Where  was  He  before  His  eai-thly 
appearance?  Where  is  He  now?  What  is  He  now?  These 
are  only  a  few  of  the  questions  that  any  searcher  after 
ti-uth  has  a  right  to  ask,  and  we  shall  hope,  in  this  dis- 
cussion, to  bring  some  light  to  bear  upon  these.  And,  as 
we  close  this  discussion,  we  should  like  to  undertake  to 
think  briefly  upon  the  teri'ible  thought,  "If  Jesus  was 
not  God,  what  then?"  The  second  portion  of  the  discus- 
sion on  the  subject  "The  Person  of  Jesus  Christ"  will  be 
in  the  form  of  an  examination  of  some  of  the  positive 
proofs  that   He  was  just  what  He  claimed  to  be. 

So  often  we  are  confronted  with  the  argument  that 
our  beliefs  ought  to  stand  the  test  of  a  laboratory  proof. 
Our  conceps  and  beliefs  should  be  rational  and  should  be 
formed  only  after  we  have  examined  tangible  proofs,  we 
are  told.  But  to  hold  nothing  more  than  an  intellectual 
assent  (a  "head  belief")  is  not  always  completely  satis- 
fying. We  nf.-ed,  also,  to  know  the  experience  of  holding 
a  belief  ba.scd  upon  the  heart.  Christianity  is  not  now, 
nor  was  it  e%f,-i-  a  cold,  lifeless  and  unemotional  some- 
thing that  could  be  measured  with  a  slide-rule.  It  is, 
rather,  warm  and  glowing,  and  it  needs  the  fire  of  emo- 
tion and  the  burning  within  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  make  it 
effective.  These  are  not  physical,  tangible  objects  to  be 
measured.  One  of  the  chief  reasons  that  many  Christians 
are  not  getting  satisfaction  from  their  Christian  expe- 
riences today  is  that  they  are  merely  giving  an  intellec- 
tual assent  to  Christ.  Christianity  must  be  something 
from  the  heart  as  well  as  something  from  the  head.  It 


must  be  more  than  an  understanding  of  a  group  of  the- 
ories and  doctrines;  it  must  be  an  adjustment  of  life  and 
a  matter  of  personal  loyalty  and  holiness. 

And  along  with  all  of  this,  we  must  have  an  exalted 
opinion  of  Jesus  Christ.  Through  our  exalting  of  Him,  we 
find  the  will  of  God  and  what  is  noblest  and  best  for  our 
lives.  We  will  readily  admit  that  Christianity  could  not 
exist  apart  from  Christ.  It  is,  thus,  necessary  that  we 
some  time  answer  the  question  for  ourselves:  "What 
think  ye  of  Christ?"  This  question  cannot  find  its  com- 
plete answer  through  the  activity  of  man's  mind,  but  is 
quite  dependent  upon  the  heart,  as  well.  And  Christ 
thought  the  question  was  of  sufficient  importance  that  He 
asked  His  followers:  "What  do  you  think  of  Me?" 
"Who  do  you  say  that  I  am  ?" 

If  these  were  important  questions  that  needed  to  be 
answered  by  the  early  Christians,  they  are  of  equal  im- 
portance to  us  today.  And  the  best  test  of  any  religion, 
today,  new  or  old,  is:  "What  does  it  do  with  Christ?"  Is 
He  exalted  to  his  rightful  place,  or  is  He  merely  a  man, 
a  "Way-shower,"  an  example,  a  pattern,  a  wonder-worker 
or  an  unusual  teacher?  The  disciples  of  Christ  had  no 
difficulty  in  accepting  the  Deity  of  Christ.  It  was  far 
more  difficult,  so  far  as  they  were  concerned,  to  under- 
stand how  it  was  possible  for  Him   to  be  truly  a  man. 

Christ  is  not  a  delusion  today;  He  is  still  real,  still 
present,  and  more  than  a  doctrine,  a  creed,  a  sentiment 
or  a  religious  theory.  We  can't  ignore  the  question: 
"What  think  ye  of  Christ?"  simply  by  pushing  it  aside, 
or  suggesting  that  we  will  answer  it  at  some  later  time. 
We  must  satisfy  ourselves  as  to  His  identity,  or  life 
will    forever   be   empty   and    meaningless.     Who     is     He? 
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What  is   He?    When  these  questions  are   properly  satis- 
fied, then  life  will  be  filled  with  purpose. 

Some  have  made  the  error  of  thinking  that  they  could 
attribute  godly  characteristics  to  a  Man  and  thus  make 
a  god  of  Him.  The  difficulty  of  such  thinking  is  that  this 
same  idea  can  then  be  applied  to  any  individual  and  in 
like  manner,  he,  too,  should  be  able  to  be  recognized  as  a 
god.  In  the  case  of  Jesus  Christ,  it  is,  rather,  the  process 
of  God  manifesting  Himself  in  the  form  of  human  flesh 
-not  the  piling  on  of  godly  attiibutes  and  characteristics 
to  make  a  Man  godly. 

Since  some  scientific  minds  have  not  been  able  to  ex- 
plain this  process  through  laboratory  methods,  they  can 
do  nothing  but  explain  Christ  as  a  myth.  And,  if  we  can't 
accept  God's  Word  as  to  the  identity  of  Jesus  Christ,  we 
might  as  well  settle  for  the  myth  idea.  But  is  the  Deity 
of  Jesus  opposed  to  the  best  reason?  Must  any  mystery 
which  can't  be  explained  in  full  by  human  means  be  dis- 
counted as  false?  There  are  many  mysteries  about  the 
universe  which  are  not  satisfactorily  explained,  and  yet 
we  don't  deny  them.  Why,  then,  should  we  not  accept  this 
Mystery  of  Godliness,  manifested  in  human  form  ?  Com- 
ing as  a  Man,  God  could  more  easily  be  understood  than 
if  He  had  assumed  some  other  form,  such  as  a  Heaven- 
ly creature  might  have  possessed.  And  yet,  as  a  Man  from 
God,  we  would  still  expect  Him  to  perform  wonderful 
deeds  of  miraculous  nature;  it  would  be  reasonable  to 
think  that  such  a  Person  should  speak  in  an  unusual 
fashion  and  tell  us  things  about  God.  And  we  would 
likewise  have  ,a  right  to  believe  that  such  a  Being  would 
have  the  power  to  live  beyond  the  reaches  of  physical 
death,  unless  there  were  some  particular  purpose  to  be 
accomplished  in  that  death.  In  Jesus  Christ  we  find  all 
of  these  evidences  of  God,  just  as  God's  Word  declares 
that  we  should.  If  we  are  earnest  in  seeking,  God's  Word 
will  reveal  to  any  man  who  is  honest  in  his  search,  that 
Jesus  Christ  is  God. 

And  if  He  is  not  God,  what  then?  We  can't  conceive 
of  the  terrible  consequences  if  Christ  is  not  God  as  He 


said.  It  would  mean  that  His  word  i.s  not  reliable,  and 
nothing  that  He  ever  said  would  dare  to  be  truHted.  It 
would  mean  that  Christ  wa.s  emotionally  unbalanced,  and 
His  mentality  was  deficient.  (This  is  the  reason  why  tho»e 
who  don't  accept  Him  as  God  frequently  refer  to  Him  un 
"demented"  and  "beside  Himself.")  We  would  certainly 
not  accept  the  spirit  of  meekness  and  humility  that  He 
evidenced  if  as  a  man  He  claimed  to  be  God  and  failed 
to  possess  that  right.  If  Chri.st  were  not  God,  His  mir- 
acle-woiking  power  had  to  be  a  farce,  and  all  of  His  won- 
der-working should  then  be  explained  through  natural 
means.  If  Christ  was  an  imposter.  His  death  was  cer- 
tainly useless  and  accomplished  no  purpose  whatsoever. 
And  if  that  is  ti-ue,  we  still  are  in  darkness  without  any 
hope  of  ever  finding  the  light.  Again,  without  Jesus'  ful- 
fillment of  His  claim  as  God,  we  have  no  hope  of  resur- 
rection, for  the  story  of  the  resurrection  could  not  have 
been  a  true  story.  The  graveyard  would  end  all  things  for 
all  men.  And  finally,  if  Jesus  was  not  God,  we  can  throw 
away  the  Bible,  for  if  it  is  wrong  in  its  teachings  con- 
cerning Jesus  Christ,  it  is  erroneous  and  not  divinely  in- 
spired, and  is   not  worthy  of  our  study  and  faith. 

What  happens  when  the  Deity  of  Chnst  is  taken  from 
Him  and  from  our  beliefs?  Everything  worthwhile  for  us 
is  gone.  We  have  no  hope,  nothing  to  live  for,  and  eter- 
nity is  gone.  But  with  Christ  what  He  claimed  to  be,  we 
have  a  Sin-bearer,  a  Redeemer,  and  One  Who  can  supply 
our  every  need.  So,  as  Christians  who  have  experienced 
the  Christ  of  God,  we  should  live  day  by  day  in  the  power 
of  His  truth,  trusting  and  unafraid  of  anything  that 
might  come.  Yes,  Christ  was  God,  and  is  God,  and  will 
always  be  God.  Some  time  He  will  satisfy  every  human 
heart  of  this  fact,  when  He  returns  in  physical  form,  as 
He  promised,  to  receive  His  faithful  ones  fi'oni  the  earth. 
But  how  much  better  to  be  able  to  believe  Him  and  re- 
ceive Him  and  experience  Eternal  Life  now.  "As  many  as 
received  Him,  to  them  gave  He  power  to  become  the  Sons 
of  God." 

New  Lebanon,  Ohio. 


WAYNE  HEIGHTS  BRETHREN,  WAYNESBORO,  PA., 
MOVE  INTO  THEIR  NEW  BUILDING  ON  MARCH  8  TH 


The  Wayne  Heights  Brethren  Church  will  have 

open  hou&a  Sunday  March  8,  when  it  will  begin 

all  sei-vices  in  its  new  church  building.  Sunday 

School  9:30.  Worship  services  at    10:30    and    at 

7:00.  The  building  will  be  dedicated  Sunday  May 

3.  Brethren  and  friends  are  invited  to  both  these 

services,  cr  at  any  other  time. 

The  pastor  and  wife  will  also  have  open  house 
in  their  new  home,  Sunday  March  8  from  4:00  to 
7 :00  P.  M.  Come  see  us. 

N.  V.  Leatherman,  pastor 


The  Wayne  Heights  Brethren  have  been  woi-shiping  in 
the  Brethren  Youtli  Portable  Chapel,  which  was  purchased 
by  the  young  people  of  the  Brethren  Church,  and  given 
to  the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church  for  use 
in  starting  new  churches.  This  was  the  first  Chuifh  to  use 
it. 

We  are  sorry  the  announcement  of  entering  the  new 
Chuivh  did  not  arrive  in  our  office  in  time  for  last  week's 
issue. 

Brother  Leatherman  and  the  good  people  of  WajTies- 
boro  and  vicinity  have  done  a  very  excellent  job  in  erect- 
ing their  fine  house  of  worship.  Their  untiring  efforts 
will  be  an  inspiratiaon  to  all  who  worship  thei-e  each 
week. — Editor. 

DEDICATION    SET    FOR    MAY    3RD 
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Topic  for  March  15,  1953 

THE  CHKISTLAN  AND  HIS  BIBLE 

Psalm   19:7-11;  Acts  8:26-35 

THE  BIBLE  IS  A  BOOK  ABOUT  LIFE.  It  is  not  a 
book  about  death.  It  treats  of  life  here,  in  its  rela- 
tion to  life  hereafter.  The  very  fact  that  it  treats  of 
LIFE  makes  it  the  most  comforting  Book  to  be  read  in 
the  presence  of  death. 

L  THE  BIBLE  CENTERS  IN  CHRIST.  The  sacrifices, 
the  law  aJid  the  prophets  point  forward  to  Him.  All  there 
is  in  the  Old  Testament  points  forward  to  His  coming. 
The  New  Testament  is  a  revelation  of  Him  as  the  Son 
of  the  living  God.  Therefore,  if  we  are  to  know  of  the 
standards  of  life  and  conduct  which  are  given  in  the 
Bible,  we  shall  find  them  in  their  fulness  and  complete- 
ness in  the  teachings  of  the  Christ.  It  is  these  teachings 
on  character  and  conduct  that  are  so  startlingly  differ- 
ent from  all  the  other  moral  teachings  of  any  age,  coun- 
ti->'  or  religion.  They  stand  out  alone,  are  unique,  and 
constitute  a  further  evidence  of  the  Divine  inspiration  of 
the  Scriptures. 

2.  THE  BIBLE  PRESENTS  CHRIST.  It  should  be 
bome  in  mind  that  the  Bible  is  made  up  of  sixty-six 
books  and  mentions  many  characters.  Part  of  the  books 
are  historical  and  relate  instances  in  the  lives  of  many 
men,  which  men  and  instances  are  not  intended  as  exam- 
ples of  the  life  and  character  for  which  the  Bible  stands. 
Neither  Noah,  Samson,  David,  Solomon,  nor  any  of  the 
other  wholly  human  characters  of  the  Bible  are  there  as 
examples  of  conduct  for  our  way  of  living.  There  is  only 
ONE  person  which  the  Bible  presents  that  is  presented 
as  the  ideal,  the  perfect,  the  standard.  That  ONE  is  The 
CHRIST!  Truly  there  are  standards  of  character  pre- 
sented in  the  Old  Testament  which  were  the  highest  in 
the  world  up  to  the  time  of  Christ,  and  which  are  much 
higher  than  the  standards  of  any  non-Chi-istian  nation  of 
this  or  any  other  age,  but  the  .BIBLE  itself  does  not  pre- 
sent these  as  THP]  standard.  The  standards  of  conduct 
taught  by  Plato,  Aristotle  or  any  of  the  truly  great  phi- 
losophers, appear  as  only  gropings  compared  with  the 
deeper,  finer  standards  of  the  Christ.  And  even  the  stand- 
ards as  presented  in  the  inspired  teachings  of  Moses  ap- 
pear as  only  beginnings  when  compared  with  the  peiiec- 
tion  and  uniqueness  of  standards  presented  by  the  Christ. 

3.  IDEALS  CO.MPARED.  J.  W.  Lobinger,  in  his  book, 
"The  Man  in  th*,-  Book,"  gives  something  of  the  idea  as 
follows:  "The  super.scription  placed  over  Jesus  on  the 
cross  was  in  three  languages — Hebrew,  Greek  and  Latin. 
There  was  a  significanco  in  this.  There  were  three  great 
civilizations  or  lines  of  cultuie  prior  to  the  time  of  Je- 
sus. TTie  Jew  had  given  to  the  world  a  code  of  morals 
and  a  splendid  liturgy,  the  Greek  had  furnished  culture, 
and  the  Romans  a  system  of  laws.  There  were  religion, 
culture,  law.  The  ideal  man  of  the  Hebrews  was  a  rabbi, 


of  the  Greeks  a  philosopher,  and  of  the  Romans  a  soldier. 
The  religion  of  the  Jews  showed  in  rites  and  ceremonies; 
the  culture  of  the  Greeks  in  the  poetry  of  Homer,  in  the 
philosophy  of  Plato,  and  in  the  oratory  of  Demosthenes; 
the  Roman  law  showed  in  the  senate  ,and  army.  Thus 
from  Sinai  came  a  table  of  commandments,  from  Athens 
a  marble  statue,  from  Rome  a  ruling  power,  but  from  the 
manger  of  Bethlehem  a  PERFECT  GOD  MAN  with  a 
mighty,  passionate  and  loving  heart."  Again  we  say  that 
The  Bible  centers  in  this  person,  called  CHRIST! 

4.  OUR  BIBLE  HAS  SURVIVED.  One  of  the  strong 
evidences  that  the  Bible  is  more  than  the  mere  literary 
productions  of  men  lies  in  the  very  existence  and  per- 
sistence of  the  Bible  itself.  It  has  come  down  fx-om  the 
dawn  of  literature  through  fire,  swoi-d,  exile  and  destruc- 
tion. It  has  sui"vived  the  constant  warfai'e  of  those  who 
hated  it.  It  has  survived  the  false  systems  built  around 
it  which,  though  built  by  its  would-be  friends,  could  serve 
only  toward  discrediting  it.  And,  third,  it  has  survived 
the  incalculable  negligence  of  far  the  larger  part  of  its_ 
real  friends.  What  else  could  live  and  maintain  its  per- 
fect purity  and  wonderful  power  under  such  circum-j 
stances  ? 

5.  OUR  BIBLE  IS  FELT.  Just  as  the  ,Bible  has  been! 
it  yet  is  the  most  thought  provoking  volume  ever  pro-j 
duced.  Even  its  enemies  can  not  forget  it  nor  let  it  alone.] 
For  thousands  of  years  it  has  held  the  center  of  interest* 
among  books.  It  holds  its  place  in  the  libraries  of  kings 
among  tens  of  thousands  of  books.  It  is  found  in  the  cot-B 
tage  of  the  poor  where  it  is  the  only  book.  Surely  this 
one  book  is  that  which  it  claims  to  be,  "THE  WORD  OF 
GOD." 

6.  OUR  CHRISTIAN  BIBLE.  This  wonderful  Word  has 
risen  victorious  from  every  conflict;  it  has  met  every 
foe  and  shrunk  from  none;  it  has  thundered  at  the  gates 
of  ancient  heathenism  and  ovei'turned  thrones,  it  has  ele- 
vated savage  islands  into  states;  it  has  repeated  Pente- 
cost by  many  an  ancient  Indian  river.  The  power-press 
today  groans  under  the  demand  for  more  millions  of 
Bibles  than  in  any  previous  decade  since  the  first  Bible 
was  printed. 

HOW  TO  USE  THE  BIBLE. 

(1)  Set  a  portion  of  each  day  sacredly  apart  for  Bible 
study.  Acts  17:11. 

(2)  Choose  an  hour  for  study  when  your  mind  is  clear- 
est. 

(3)  Study  with  a  humble,  teachable  mind,  not  to  see 
what  you  can  make  it  teach,  but  what  God  means  it  to 
teach.  Matthew  11:25. 

(4)  Pray  for  the  guidance  of  the   Holy  Spirit  as  y 
read  The  .Book.  Psalms  119:18;  John  .14:26;  I  John  2:27, 

(5)  Read  The, WHOLE  BIBLE  through  consecutively 
again  and  again.  Luke  24 :27. 

(6)  Study,  not  skim.  Weigh  each  word.  Look  up  all 
references  and  read  them  carefully.  Search  the  Scrip- 
tures! Analyze  books  of  the  Bible  verse  by  verse,  writing 
down  all   the  teachings  of  each  verse.  Joshua  1:8. 

(7)  Read  it  as  the  WORD  OF  GOD  (I  Thess.  2:13),  be- 
lieve all  its  promises,  heed  all  its  warnings  and  obey  all 
its  commands,  ALWAYS  AND  AT  ONCE.  Remember, 
young  people,  it  is  God's  message  to  YOU. 

(8)  Study  and  accept  not  only  what  you  like,  but  ALL 
GOD  HAS  TO  SAY.  John  7:17. 
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(9)  Commit   to   memory  at   least  one  verse   each  day. 
Psalm  119:11. 

(10)  Carry  a  Bible  or  Testament  with  you  for  the  iin- 
3rovement  of  spare  minutes.  Ephesians  5:16;  Acts  8:28. 

We  search  the  world  for  truth;  we  cull 
The  good,  the  pure,  the  beautiful, 
From  graven  stone  and  written  scroll, 
From  all  old  flower  fields  of  the  soul; 
And,  weary  seekers  of  the  best, 
We  come  back  laden  from  our  quest, 
To  find  that  all  the  sages  said 
Is  in  the  BOOK  our  mothers  read. 

—J.  G.  Whittier,  in  "Miriani." 


IPrayer  THeetivig 
Studies 

13y  G.  7.  §ihneif 


PATIENCE 

Once,  eagerly  I  waited  by  the  way, 

Seeking  to  know  my  own  when  it  I  saw; 

Forgetting  back  of  all  that  ever  was. 

Or  is,  or  shall  be,  stands  Thy  mighty  law. 

How  oft  I  plucked  at  fruit  I  thought  was  ripe, 

Finding  it  fair,  yet  bitter  to  the  taste ! 
Or  reached  my  eager  hands  for  jewels  rare, 

Only  to  mar  and  spoil  them  in  my  haste. 

Humbled  am  I,  0  God,  and  crushed  at  last, 
Viewing  the  wi-eck  my  idle  hands  have  made; 

Patient  at  last,  0  God,  a  patience  brought, 
A  melancholy  debt  with  suffering  paid. 

Now  Walk  I  in  Thy  ways  and  bide  Thy  time, 
Knowing  that  when  that  time  is  amply  come 

Then  Thou  shalt  give  my  own  to  me,  a  crown 
Of  righteousness,  for  labor  nobly  done."         — I.  B. 

tMPATIENCE  IN  THE  CASE  OF  JACOB  led  to  his  de- 
■^  ceiving  his  father  (Gen.  27:18,19).  But  in  deceiving  his 
father  he  deceived  himself  into  sowing  and  reaping  a  sad 
hai-vest  (Gal.  6:7;  Job  4:8).  The  Pharaoh  who  ordered 
all  the  Hebrew  boy  babies  drowned  (Exodus  1:22)  was  him- 
self drow^ned  in  the  Red  Sea  (Exodus  14:28).  Korah 
caused  a  cleft  in  the  congregation  of  Israel  (Num.  16:2, 
3),  and  was  swallowed  in  the  cleft  of  the  earth  (Num. 
16:32).  Adoni-bezek  cut  off  seventy  kings'  thumbs  and 
big  toes  (Judges  1:6,  7);  and  his  thumbs  and  big  toes 
were  cut  off  also.  Ahab  caused  Naboth  to  be  slain,  and 
the  dogs  licked  his  blood  (I  Kings  21:19).  Later  Ahab 
was  slain  and  the  dogs  licked  his  blood  (I  Kings  23:38). 
Asa  caused  Hanani  the  pi-ophet  to  be  placed  in  stocks  (II 
Chron.  16:10),  and  later  reaped  the  same  when  he  died 
of  foot  disease  (I  Kings  15:23).  Haman  died  on  the  gal- 
lows he  had  prepared  for  Mordecai  (Esther  7:10).  Saul 
watched  the  stoning  of  Stephen  (Acts  7:58);  later  as 
Paul  the  Christian  he  was  also  stoned  (Acts  14:19).  So 
the  impatient  Jacob  ran  ahead  of  the  Lord  to  deceive  his 
father  for  the  coveted  blessing  only  to  be  deceived  by  his 


father-in-law  in  being  given  the  wrong  daughU^ir  for  hiH 
wife  (Gen.  29:25,  26).  He  purchased  Ksau'n  birthright  for 
a  bowl  of  chili  (Gen.  2'> -.'U -'.'A ) ,  and  Laban  changed  hJH 
wages  ten  times  (Gen.  31:41).  Jacob  deceived  hiH  father 
by  covering  his  hands  with  goat  skin.H  (Gen.  27:16,  22, 
23),  and  later  Jacob's  sons  deceived  him  by  dipping  Jo- 
seph's coat  in  goat's  blood  (Gen.  31 :31  >. 

So  Jacob's  impatience  caused  deception  which  only  de- 
veloped trouble.  He  then  sought  to  escar>e  his  difficulties 
by  running  away  (Gen.  28:10,  11).  But  the  Bible  .says  we 
must  make  things  right  with  our  brothers  l^efore  we  can 
have  peace  of  heart  and  power  with  God  (Matt.  5:23,  24; 
Prov.  28:13).  The  time  came  when  Jacob  had  to  return 
home  to  face  his  past  (Gen.  31:13).  On  the  way  he  wres- 
tled with  God  (Gen.  32:24).  At  first  Jacob  was  compla- 
cent (25),  but  when  God  put  his  leg  out  of  joint  Jacob 
became  desperate  for  a  blessing  (26).  Jacob  had  always 
been  a  contender  with  Esau  or  Laban,  but  in  contending 
with  God  he  is  humbled  and  changed  in  heart  (27-28).  As 
a  cripple  he  must  lean  heavily  on  God.  Saul  leamed  this 
lesson  on  the  Damascus  road  (Acts  9:3-9).  With  broken 
heart  Peter  wept  over  the  weakness  of  the  flesh  (Matt. 
26:75).  But  restored  he  stood  on  the  day  of  Pentecost  in 
the  power  of  the  Spirit. 

When  Jacob  got  right  with  God  he  separated  himself 
and  his  house  from  the  world  (Gen.  33:19,  20;  35:4).  To 
be  fully  surrendered  unto  God  and  His  way  we  have  to 
come  out  from  the  world  and  come  clean  for  God  (Rev. 
18:4;  2  Cor.  6:17).  Having  been  separated  from  idols, 
Jacob  Avas  ready  for  sacrifice  (Gen.  35:7)  and  the  satis- 
faction of  being  in  the  sweet  will  of  God  (Romans 
12:1,2). 


,V/x^ 


Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vanator 

Lesson  for  March  15,  1933 
ACCOUNTABLE  TO  GOD 
Lesson:  Matthew  25:31-46 

SAINT  PAUL  gives  us  a  key  thought  concerning  this 
lesson  when  he  wi-ites  the  following  words  to  the  Ro- 
mans, (Romans  14:12) — "So  then  every  one  of  us  shall 
give  an  account  of  himself  to  God." 

Our  relationship  to  Christ  is  a  personal  matter.  No 
one  can  bear  the  burden  of  my  sin  except  my  Lord  and 
myself.  No  one  can  confess  my  sin  for  me  before  God 
except  myself — I  must  do  that  or  it  is  never  confessed. 
I  am  personally  accountable  to  God  for  my  every  act. 
regardless  of  how  others  inay  have  led  me  into  it  or  in- 
fluenced me  to  do  it.  It  is  my  own  personal  responsibility. 

Someone  has  said,  "We  shall  be  judged — this  is  a  fact 
with  staggering  meaning.  We  shall  be  judged  for  sins  of 
omission  as  well  as  for  sins  of  commission.  We  shall  be 
judged  for  words  and  thoughts,  habits  and  deeds,  atti- 
tudes and  opportunities,  business  deiilings  and  pleasui-es 
— everj-thing."  And  then  this  \\Titer  adds  rliis  significant 
question,   "Are  we  living  now  as   we  shall  N\ish  we  had 
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lived  when  we  stand  before  the  Judge,  the    Lord    Jesus 
Christ?" 

E^ch  one  should  idealize  that  he  had  been  endowed  with 
certain  talents — some  great,  some  small  (unless  some 
physical  h;indicap  has  entered  in  to  eliminate  them)  and 
is  directly  i-esponsible  for  the  use  to  which  they  are 
placed.  May  we  illustrate  what  we  mean  from  a  person- 
al observation?  In  one  case  we  recall  the  life  of  a  cer- 
tain lady  in  our  congregation,  who,  though  we  never 
heai-d  her  utter  an  audible  prayer  nor  give  a  public  tes- 
timony, was  one  of  the  finest  pei-sonal  workers  we  have 
ever  known.  She  had  a  talent  for  inviting  people  to  come 
to  chun.-h  with  her  and  her  pew  seldom  showed  less  than 
three  visitoi-s — visitoi-s  who  more  often  than  not  became 
regular  attendants,  and  many  of  them  members  of  the 
chui-ch.  How  many  "stai-s"  will  adorn  her  crown  only 
eternity  will  tell,  but  she  used  her  talent  which  God  had 
given  her  for  His  gloi-y. 

The  opposite  is  to  be  found  in  a  young  lady  who  had 
a  beautiful  voice,  well  trained,  who  felt  her  voice  was 
too  good  to  "waste"  on  a  church  congregation  or  to  min- 
gle with  untrained  voices  of  a  volunteer  choir.  Conse- 
quently she  took  pleasure  in  sitting  in  the  audience  and 
criticising  the  music  rendered.  Result?  Yes,  you  have 
guessed  it — she  lost  the  use  of  her  voice  and  never  be- 
came what  she  had  so  longed  to  be. 

Accountable  to  God?  Most  certainly.  One  took  a  very 
humble  talent  and  multiplied  it  to  God's  honor;  the  other 
permitted  her  cherished  talent  to  die  by  the  way  she  re- 
fused to  be  accountable  to  God.  How  overwhelmingly  true 
are  those  words  which  we  quoted  in  our  first  paragraph, 
"So  every  one  of  us  shall  give  account  of  himself  to  God." 

But  our  lesson  has  an  even  wider  scope — it  takes  in  all 
humanity.  We  are  made  to  think  in  tei-ms  of  our  person- 
al i-elation  to  missionai-y  endeavor — what  have  we  done 
to  help  others  to  know  Christ?  We  are  brought  face  to 
face  with  the  matter  of  our  distribution  of  God's  money 
— our  ability  to  earn  and  give.  We  are  faced  with  our  re- 
lation to  the  material  needs  of  others,  even  down  to  the 
simple  matter  of  the  "giving  of  a  cup  of  cold  water  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord."  How  well  we  would  like  to  en- 
large on  these  thoughts  if  space  permitted.  But  meditate 
thereon  for  your  own  introspection.  Which  group  do  you 
occupy— the  one  which  merits  the  "well  done"  or  the 
group  which  must  eventually  hear  the  Lord's  "Depart 
from  me!" 


=m-.  the  ="/^  f^^^-^  1  ^=. 
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Rockford,  Illinois,  Youth  for  Christ.  February  15th  was 
his  last  Sunday  with  us. 

We  thank  the  Lord  for  sending  us  Brice,  Delora,  and 
Ricky.  They  were  dependable  hard  workers  for  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  The  Gospel  went  forth,  and  God  says  that 
His  Word  will  never  return  unto  Him  void.  May  the  Lord 
richly  bless  them  in  their  new  field  of  service. 

We  ask  for  your  prayers,  that  the  Lord  will  lead  us  to 
the  man  He  wants  for  us  at  Brighton.  If  anyone  is  in- 
terested in  the  work  here  at  Brighton,  contact  us,  and 
pray  that  the  Lord's  vdll  may  be  done. 

Elwood  Grove,  John  Long,  Ewart  Andei'son, 
Members  of  the  Ministerial  Board  of  Brighton 
Chapel,  R.  3,  Howe,  Indiana. 


I 


BRIGHTON,    INDIANA 

On  February  loth,  the  Brighton  Church  had  farewell 
dinner  in  the  church  basement  for  their  pastor  and  fam- 
ily. Rev.  Brice  Fennig  has  accepted  a  directorship  of  the 
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ROANN,  INDIANA 

We  trust  our  new  Editor  of  THE  lEVANGELIST  wil 
find  space  for  a  little  news  from  the  Roann  Brethrerf 
Church,  for  which  we  say  "Thank  you." 

We  had  a  good  meeting  in  January.  Brother  Whetstone, 
our  Pastor,  brought  the  messages,  with  Rev.  Harry 
Richer  and  wife  in  charge  of  the  music.  The  attendance 
was  good  througtout.  We  had  a  full  house  most  every 
night. 

We  had  delegations  from  the  churches  of  our  town,  also 
from  Center  Chapel,  Peru,  Denver,  North  Manchester, 
Loree  and  College  Corner  Brethren  churches,  and  from 
others.  This  showed  a  real  Christian  spirit,  and  we  truly 
appreciated  their  intex-est.  May  the  Lord  bless  each  one. 
It  is  with  3.  feeling  of  deep  regret  to  report  no  acces- 
sions. Though  it  is  a  great  disappointment,  yet  the  effort 
brought  its  blessings.  The  membership,  and  no  doubt 
others  who  attended,  received  a  spiritual  uplift  from  the 
messages  from  God's  Word,  and  in  the  song  service  each 
night,  as  well  as  the  fellowship  together. 

Our  Church  and  Sunday  School  attendance  is  keeping  up 
well.  Likewise,  our  young  people  are  a  faithful  group. 
The  Sisterhood  girls  are  to  be  commended  for  the  inter- 
est manifested  in  their  work.  They  contined  to  send 
clothing  to  relief. 

The  W.  M.  S.  members  are  hoping  to  attain  all  goals 
this  year,  which  means  every  woman  at  her  post  of  ser- 
vice. The  book  review,  "Africans  on  Safari,"  was  given 
by  Mrs.    Whetstone,  and  proved  very  interesting. 

On  February  16th,  the  Laymen  of  the  Southern  Indi- 
ana District  were  guests  of  the  Roann  Laymen.  Barton 
Rees  Pogue  was  the  guest  speaker.  There  were  nearly  80 
in  attendance.  The  W.  M.  S.  served  the  meal. 

Just  before  our  Revival  Meeting,  the  youngest  mar- 
ried people's  Class  purchased  and  installed  an  Organo  in 
the  church.  Phil  Thrush  of  the  Center  Chapel  Brethren 
Church,  was  the  g^est  organist  the  first  Sunday.  The 
church  gi'eatly  appreciates  the  gift,  and  Phil's  kindness. 

The  four  churches  of  Roann  united  in  observing  "The 
World's  Day  of  Prayer."  Mrs.  Weaver,  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  and  a  former  missionary  to  Africa,  was  the 
speaker'. 

May  our  Heavenly  Father  bless  and  answer  our  prayers 
according  to  His  will. 

Mrs,  Birdie  Leslie,  Con-esponding  Secretary. 


VIARCH  7,  1953 


PAGE  FIFTEEN 


KINSINGER-CLAPPER.  Evelyn  Irene  Kinsinger  and 
Albert  Clapper  were  united  in  holy  wedlock  on  Sunday, 
January  4,  1953,  by  the  undersigned  in  a  private  church 
wedding.  Evelyn  was  already  a  member  of  the  Trinity 
Brethren  Church;  Albert  made  his  confession  of  Christ  as 
his  personal  Saviour  at  the  close  of  the  morning  worship 
service  the  Sunday  following  their  wedding,  and  became 
a  member  of  the  church.  .Both  ai'e  active  workers  in  the 
church. 

Clarence  A.  Stogsdill. 


iCatJ»  to  Sp0t 


CRIDER.  Elmer  C.  Crider,  a  resident  of  Smithville, 
Ohio  for  over  thirty-three  years,  and  during  that  time  an 
active  member  of  the  Brethren  Church,  was  born  in  Stark 
County,  Ohio  July  28,  1895,  and  passed  to  his  eternal  I'e- 
ward  December  18,  1952. 

On  November  19,  1919,  he  was  married  to  Emma 
Hai-tzler.  To  this  home  two  daughters  were  born:  Pauline 
(Mrs.  Richard  Fair),  now  of  Ashland,  Ohio,  and  Mary 
Alice  (Mrs.  Daniel  Baker),  now  of  Iberia,  Ohio.  In  addi- 
tion to  his  wife  and  daughters,  all  of  whom  survive,  he 
leaves  two  grandchildren;  four  brothers,  Harry,  Charles, 
Alfred,  and  Clarence,  all  of  Canton,  Ohio;  and  two  sis- 
ters, Mrs.  Dora  Brown,  of  Canton,  Ohio,  and  Mrs.  Carl 
Miller,  of  Detroit,  Michigan. 

Ml'.  Crider  was  a  veteran  of  the  first  world  war,  and 
was  associated  for  many  years  with  the  Hartzler  Lum- 
ber Company  of  Smithville.  His  major  interest  in  life  was 
the  church  he  sei-ved  so  well.  He  was  equally  faithful  in 
the  many  unpublicized  tasks  and  kindnesses  he  performed 
so  frequently,  and  in  the  major  offices  of  the  church.  He 
held  during  the  years  many  positions  of  trust  in  the  Sun- 
day School,  Laymen's  organization,  and  church,  among 
them  those  of  trustee  and  deacon.  Called  away  in  the 
prime  of  life,  his  many  friends  can  lose  their  mourning 
in  the  eternal  hope  which  was  his  comfort,  and  in  carry- 
ing foi-ward  the  many  tasks  to  which  he  gave  so  willing 
a  hand. 

The  funeral  services  were  held  in  the  .Brethren  Church 
with  the  Rev.  Delbert  Flora,  of  Ashland  College  in 
charge.  Intei-ment  was  in  the  Smithville  cemetery. 


JONiES.  David  Jones,  80,  was  taken  home  December  2, 
1952.  He  was  not  a  member  of  this  church,  but  the  pas- 
tor took  a  very  touching  confession  of  him  on  Tuesday 
befr  re  he  died.  He  was  until  his  death  a  very  polite,  kind 


gentleman  whom  many  men  of  the  city  admired  and 
loved.  Even  in  extreme  pain  and  discomfort  he  received 
the  pastor  with  kind  and  graciou.s  words.  His  !a«t  words 
to  the  pastor  were  "Yes,  I  do  believe." 

The  funeral  was  conducted  by  the  undersigned  on  Mon- 
day, December  0.  The  text,  Phil.  1:21,  "For  me  U)  live 
is  Christ,  and  to  die  is  gain."  The  title  of  the  message: 
"The  Two-fold  Gain  of  the  Christian."  Interment  wa«  in 
the  Forest  Hill  Cemetery,  Canton,  Ohio. 

Clarence  A.  Stogsdill. 

WORLEY.  Thomas  H.  Worley,  age  53,  was  taken  home 
to  be  with  the  Lord  whom  he  loved  on  Friday,  January 
9,  1953.  Tom  had  formerly  been  Sunday  School  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Trinity  Brethren  Church  for  many  years. 
He  worked  for  the  Ohio  Power  Company  in  Canton  for 
32  years,  a  man  of  a  multitude  of  friends.  His  jovial  per- 
sonality and  fatherly  touch  will  be  greatly  missed  among 
us.  Mrs.  Catherine  Worley  is  the  Treasurer  of  Trinity 
Brethren. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the  pastor  on  Mon- 
day, Jauary  12,  using  the  text  I  Cor.  13:21,  "For  now  we 
see  through  a  glass,  darkly;  but  then  face  to  face:  now  I 
know  in  part;  but  then  shall  I  know  even  as  also  I  am 
known."  The  message  was  entitled,  "Face  to  Face."  The 
body  was  interred  at  Bethlehem  Cemetery,  Malvern, 
Ohio. 

Clarence  A.  Stogsdill. 


PUBLICATION  DAY  OFFERING 

February  11-25,  1953 

(PLEASE  NOTE:  The  offerings  listed  below  are  those 
which  were  I'eceived  by  our  office  during  this  period. 
For  some  of  the  churches,  it  represents  just  a  partial  of- 
fering, a  quarterly  or  semi-annual  offering. — Editor.) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Claude  Funk,  Elkhart,  Indiana  ....  §  5.00 

Firestone   Park    (Akron),   Ohio    Brethren   Church  67.00 

Rev.  D.  R.  Murray,  Columbus,  Ohio    5.00 

Falls  City,  Nebraska  Brethren  Church    23.80 

Mrs.  Mahlon  W.  Werner,  Meyersdale,  Pa 3.00 

Nappanee,  Indiana  Brethren  Church   101.00 

St.   James,   Maryland   Brethren   Church    32.00 

North  Vandergrift,   Pa.   Brethren   Church    15.00 

White   Dale    (Terra  Alta)    W.  Va.   Brethren   Ch.  11.53 

Meyersdale,  Pa.  Brethren  Church  166.50 

Mrs.   Mary  Rose,  .Brownsville,   Pa 1.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  L.  Klotz,  Somei-set,  Pa 3.50 

Bi-ush  Valley  (Adrian)  Pa.  Brethren  Chiu-ch 2.00 

Mulvane,  Kansas  Brethren   Church    17.00 

Conemaugh,  Pa.   Brethren   Church    54.00 

Tiosa,  Indiana  Brethren  Church .  13.00 

Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  S.  D.  Stnickman,  New  Paris,  Pa. .  .  3.00 

Esther  K.  Black,  Beaver  Falls,  Pa 25.00 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.  Brethren  Church   16.00 

New  Lebanon,   Ohio   Brethren   Church    110.00 

TOTAL    ^    674.33 

PREVIOUSLY    REPORTED     S1.97S.72 

TOTAL  TO  DATE   S2.653.05 
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Bihio    Stories 

for  Boys  and  Girls 

By   Theodore   W.   Engslrom 
Illustrated  by  Louis  W.  Mahacek 

70  Bible  stt)ries  the  youngest  child  can  under- 
stand.    16   four-color   illustrations. 

".  .  .  beautifully  told.  Little  ones  will  be  en- 
tranced .  .  .  will  gain  a  knowledge  of  the  Bible 
that    will    be    treasured    throughout    their    lives." 

J.imes   H.   Hunter 

For  children   between   5   and    10  years  of  age. 

6x9  inches.  Beautiful  four-color  jacket. 
Large,  easy-to-read  type.  $1.95 

DELUXE  GIFT  EDITION.  Questions  for  each 
of  the  seventy  chapters.    Deluxe    Boxed        $2.95 


Bccilinie 
for  Boys 

Compiled 


Stories 
and  Girls 

and    edited    by 


T.    W.    Engstrom 

32  stories.  Each  story  is  different — stories 
from  around  the  world,  stories  about  animals, 
some  Bible  stories,  some  adventure  stories — each 
with  moral  or  spiritual  emphasis.  Each  story 
is  illustrated.  Large  clear  type.  6x9  inches. 
Beautifully   jacketed.  $1.95 


Can   You   Tell   Me? 

Answers   to  Questions   Children  Ask 
By  Dena  Korfker 

Here  are  the  answers — reverent,  spiritual 
and  discerning — to  the  questions  which  are 
asked  by  boys  and  girls  in  every  home.  Miss 
Korfker,  a  Christian  kindergarten  teacher,  knows, 
loves  and  understands  youngsters  and  the  ques- 
tions they  ask.  39  questions,  each  beautifully 
illustrated — 45  original  photographs  (including 
some  full  page  illustrations)  from  actual  scenes 
in    the   child's   life. 

Some  questions  asked  and  answered: 

Where   did   I   come   from? 

Where  was  I  before  I  was  born? 

Why  can't  I  see  God? 

"A  splendid  contribution  to  Christian  child 
training."  Christian   Home   and  School 
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Questions   Cliildren   Ask 

Simple   Answers  to  Puzzling   Questions 
By    Dena    Koriker 

45  puzzling  questions  are  asked  and  answered. 
Each  illustrated  by.  original  photographs.  Some 
questions  asked  and  answered  are: 

What  is  lightning  and  thunder? 

What   is  electricity? 

What    is   my   shadow? 

Why  should   we  read  the  Bible? 

Size    1%    X    9'/4    inches.     Laminated,    washable 
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Itenis  of  general  Interest 


DID  YOL  SEND  IN  YOUR  "TWO  CENTS"  WORTH 
THIS  WEEK? 

Yes,  that's  all  it  takes  to  send  a  church  bulletin  through 
the  mail  to  the  Publishing  House.  Or,  that's  all  a  post 
card  will  cost,  with  a  little  bit  of  your  church  news  on  it. 

REMEMBER,  BE  SURE  IT'S  NEWS.  BE  SURE  WE 
RECIEVE  IT.  THEN  YOU  WILL  SEE  IT  IN  THIS 
COLUMN. 


BETHLEHEM-MT.  OLIVE,  VIRGINIA.  Word  fioni 
F'>rother  John  F.  Lockp  tells  us  that  "The  motion  pic- 
ture, 'Piercing  The  Shadows,'  which  deals  with  Nigerian 
Missions  at  Marama,  where  Miss  Veda  Liskey  is  sta- 
tioned, was  to  be  shown  at  the  Bethlehem  church  on 
.March  8th,  at  the  Mt.  Olivf?  church  on  March  15th,  and 
at  the  Maurertown  church  bf^tween  the.se  two  dates.  The 
picture  includes  an  African  Communion  Service,  visits  in 
the  homes  of  the  people,  and  a  baptismal  sei-vice. 

ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  Brother  Freeman  Ankrum 
notes  that  the  pioject  of  excavating  undei'  the  church  for 
a  basement  is  proceeding  rapidly. 

The  Comer  Stone,  which  was  removed  from  its  original 


location  is  to  be  placed  in  a  more  prominent  location  in 
the  new  foundation.  It  bears  the  date  of  1886. 

HAGERSTOWN,  MARYLAND.  The  Executive  Commit- 
tee of  the  Southeastern  Conference  was  scheduled  to 
meet  in  the  Church  here  on  March  4th,  to  plan  for  the 
conference  to  be  held  in  June  at  St.  James,  Maryland. 

BERLIN,  PENNA.  The  Churches  of  .^.erlin  are  uniting 
in  Sunday  evening  services  for  March.  Our  Pastor, 
Brother  Lyle  Lichtenberger,  will  speak  at  the  first  and 
the   last  of  these   Sunday  evening  Pre-Easter  services. 

LOUISVILLE,  OHIO.  Visitation  Week  (March  1st  to 
8th)  and  Heart- Searching  Week  (March  8th  to  15th) 
have  been  announced  by  Brother  L.  V.  King,  in  prepara- 
tion for  their  Revival  which  starts  March  15th. 

Mrs,  Robert  Byler,  returned  missionary  from  South 
America,  and  a  daughter  of  Brother  and  Sister  King,  will 
be  the  guest  speaker  at  the  W.  M.  S.  Public  Service  on 
March  15th. 

SMITHVILLE,  OHIO.  Sunday,  March  1st,  was  a  big 
day  for  the  Smithville  Brethren.  It  was  the  first  Sunday 
for  their  new  Pastor  and  wife.  Brother  and  Sister  Robert 
Hoffman. 

In  the  afternoon  and  evening,  the  North  Eastern  Breth- 
ren Youth  Rally  was  held.  Music,  discussion  groups,  and 
addresses  by  Mrs.  Robert  Byler,  returned  missionary 
from  South  America,  were  given  before  a  very  apprecia- 
tive audience.  The  Youth  Banquet  was  served  by  the 
Smithville  ladies.  In  the  evening,  a  playlet,  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  J.  Garbev  Drushal,  was  presented  by  the 
Smithville  Brethren  Youth.  Attendance  was  around  120. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO,  PARK  STREET  BRETHREN.  The 
Laymen  presented  their  Public  Service  on  the  evening  of 
Sunday,  March  1st.  Mr.  Hans  Murbe,  Professor  at  Ash- 
land College,  was  the  speaker. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO.  The  Ohio  District  Executive  Com- 
mittee met  in  the  Editor's  Office  at  the  Publishing  Com- 
pany on  Saturday,  February  28th,  to  make  out  the  pro- 
gram of  the  Ohio  District  Conference  to  be  held  in  Gratis, 
Ohio,  this  June. 

DAYTON,  OHIO.  The  Father-Son  Banquet  was  held 
the  evening  of  March  9th. 

WABASH,  INDIANA,  COLLEGE  CORNERS  BRETH- 
REN CHURCH.  The  Laymen  of  the  church  presented 
their  Public  Sei-vice  on  the  evening  of  February  22nd. 

TIOSA,  INDIANA.  Brother  Wayne  E.  Swihart  reports 
four  new  members  received  recently,  all  of  them  young 
people. 

We  learn  that  the  Tiosa  Brethren  Church  will  be  hosts 
to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Southern  District  Laymen,  to 
be  held  on  May  18th. 

NAPPANEE,  INDIANA.  The  last  Sunday  of  March  is 
designated  as  "Quarterly  Cash  Day,  with  a  goal  of  $2,- 
000.00. 

Nappanee  has  set  a  goal  of  $850.00  for  the  Easter  For- 
eign Mission  offering  to  be  received  the  first  Sunday  in 
April. 

NORTH  MANCHESTER,  INDIANA.  Brother  D.  Rich- 
ard Wolfe  is  following  a  very  commendable  plan  in  hav- 
ing a  "Pastor's  Class  for  Church  Membership"  each  week. 

(Continued  on  page  10) 
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^^ihetes  Ho  ^od  -  Gommunism 

"Not    forsaking    the   assembling   of   ourselves    together,  "Remember  the  Sabbath  Day,  to  keep  it  Holy"— Exo<lus 

as  the  manner  of  some  is  .  .  .  " — Hebrews  10:25.  20:8. 


STALIN  IS  DEAD!  On  the  evening  of  March  5th,  we 
heard  the  words  that  Stalin,  the  ruler  of  Russia  had 
died  at  1:50  P.  M.  that  day.  The  following  Editorial  was 
written!  and  sent  out  to  the  typesetter  before  the  world 
had  any  knowledge  that  Communism's  chief  champion 
was  dying. 

Although  some  may  feel  that  since  Stalin's  death  that 
Communism  will  lose  its  power,  let  us  remind  you  that 
while  Stalin  was  a  champion  of  Communism  and  godless- 
ness,  yet  his  death  does  not  in  aniy  way  lessen  the  dan- 
ger. The  philosophy  of  Communism,  Tjeing  Satanic  in  or- 
igin, and  nature,  will  find  new  propogators. 

Much  could  be  said  about  the  man,  Stalin.  For  29 
years  he  stood  at  the  head  of  a  government — a  way  of 
life  (rather  a  way  of  death.)  From  ruling  over  one-sixth 
of  the  world,  he  became  forceful  master  of  more  than 
one-third  of  the  world's  teeming  imillions.  His  word  was 
law — his  heel  the  crushing  force  which  brought  suffering, 
hunger,  loss,  death  and  eternal  loss  to  countless  millions 
of  people.  But  now,  at  the  age  of  73,  that  voice  is  forever 
silent,  and  the  crushing  heel  shall  moulder  in  the  dust  of 
earth  and  time.  Such  is  the  folly  of  men  who  defy  God. 

Though  the  feeling  may  persist  that  Communism  is 
weakened,  let  us  not  be  fooled — sinister  forces,  some  even, 
in  the  name  of  religion,  threaten  our  peace,  our  security, 
our  religrious  freedom.  It  is  time  for  -Christians  to  gird 
themselves  with  spiritual  truth,  and  pray  and  work  to 
preserve  the  Christian  liberty  which  we  have. 

And  now,  go  ahead  and  read  this  Editorial — which,  as 
we  said,  was  written  before  we  knew  Stalin  was  dying. 
— W.  S.  B. 

AN  ARTICLE  IN  A  CITY  NEWSPAPER  caught  our 
eye  the  other  day.  In  a  large  headline,  the  words, 
"  'THERE'S  NO  GOD,'  REDS  TELL  GERMAN 
YOUTH,"  glared  out.  A  sub-headline  said,  "CUT 
CHURCH  ATTENDANCE  WITH  WELL-TIMED  SUN- 
DAY HIKES." 

It  was  this  sub-heading  which  caught  our  eye — espe- 
cially since  in  a  weekly  paper  which  comes  to  our  home 
from  another  community  we  had  just  finished  reading  an 
item  which  told  that  a  local  community  boys  group  had 
planned  an  all-day  hike  on  a  certain  Sunday.  (Of  course. 


this  local  incident  is  just  one  of  many  such  incidents  tak- 
ing place  in  America. ) 

Maybe  you  don't  think  there's  any  significance  in  these 
two  instances,  BUT  WE  DO! 

AN  EFFORT  TO  WIPE  OUT  GOD 

The  Communists  in  Germany  are  endeavoring  to  wipe 
out  every  vestige  of  God  in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  the 
people.  Adults  have  ingrained  in  them  the  concept  of  God 
— so  not  too  much  can  be  gained  there.  The  activities  of 
the  Communists  are  centei'ed  on  the  children  and  the 
youth. 

According  to  the  article  from  the  city  paper,  "The 
Parchment,"  an  lEvangelical  Church  publication  for  its 
children,  has  been  crushed — no  longer  allowed  to  be  pub- 
lished. A  "paper  shortage"  says  the  official  of  the  Rus- 
sian government.  Yet  there  is  no  shortage  of  paper  for 
the  "Communist  Young  World." 

"Sunday  School  teachers,"  the  article  continues,  "find 
their  work  permits  cancelled,  and  if  they  do  want  work, 
must  go  to  remote,  isolated  places.  Church  youth  centers 
find   it   impossible   to   get   coal   during  winter  months." 

"Organized  gangs  of  boys  attack  schoolmates  suspected 
of  going  to  Sunday  School,  and  search  them  for  religious 
trinkets  or  emblems.  At  other  times,  they  go  on  a  rock 
thiHJwing  crusade,  pitching  rocks  through  stained  glass 
chui-ch  windows." 

THE   SUNDAY   HIKES 

It  is  illegal  to  engage  in  sports,  or  to  buy  any  sports 
equipment  except  in  state  controlled  shops.  To  be  able  to 
buy  at  all,  you  must  be  in  line  with  them.  Thus,  these 
Sunday  hikes  are  projected  to  take  the  youth  away  from 
Church  on  Sunday.  .By  getting  the  youth  into  these  clubs 
so  that  they  can  engage  in  sports,  the  Communists  have 
them  in  their  power  to  lead  them  into  these  Sunday  hikes. 

If  space  permitted  we  could  tell  you  much  more  of  what 
is  going  on. 

IN  AMERICA 

But,  now,  let's  come  back  to  America. 

We  have  never  been  one  to  brand,  by  word  or  implica- 

( Continued  on  page  10) 
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JUST  A  SHORT  DISTANCE  off  the  beaten  track,  yet 
on  a  good  road,  in  a  beautiful  valley  extending  east- 
waixl  from  the  old  Alleghenies  is  the  Holsinger  Church. 
This  chureh  is  in  old  and  historic  Bedford  County,  Penn- 
sylvania. Its  specific  location  is  a  couple  of  miles  south 
of  the  village  of  Bakers  Summit.  Much  of  the  East  and 
West  ti-affic  speeds  upon  its  way  not  many  miles  to  the 
South  on  the  Super  Highw-ay,  or  U.  S.  Highway  number 
:iO.  To  the  West  on  the  Western  side  of  Dunnings  Moun- 
tain the  much  traveled  highway  number  220  leads  from 
the  South  to  Altoona.  Thus  this  valley  is  bypassed  by 
heavy  ti-affic,  and  caters  more  or  less  to  the  local  citi- 
zens and  the  occasional  passerby. 

The  field  of  which  this  church  is  the  foremost  and  per- 
haps the  most  historic  has  within  its  keeping  two  other 
churches;  New  Paris,  in  New  Paris,  and  Point,  which  is 
located  one  mile  East  of  Spring  Hope.  The  aforemen- 
tioned churches  have  a  membership  of  some  four  hun- 
dred. The  pai'ent,  or  the  pioneer  church,  is  the  one  to 
which  we  shall  devote  this  article. 

Bakers  Summit  is  located  on  state  highway  867,  and  is 
the  nearest  village  to  the  Holsinger  church.  Bedford 
County  joins  Blair  County  a  few  miles  to  the  North  of 
Bakers  Summit.  The  country  is  scenic,  the  farms  are  well 
tilled  as  is  the  custom  in  many  sections  of  Pennsylvania, 
the  owners  manifesting  pride  in  the  upkeep  of  the  build- 
ings. This  part  of  the  section  of  the  state  known  as  Mor- 
rison's Cove  was  a  well  traveled  part  of  the  state  by  the 
early  Brethren,  or  Ihinkard  people,  as  they  were  called 
and  by  which  name  they  were  better  known.  The  same 
may  be  stated  even  in  terms  of  definition  today.  When 
we  say  "we  are  Brethren,"  the  next  statement  coming 
from  one  who  is  unfamiliar  with  the  Dunkard  people  is, 
"Oh  Yes  I  United  .Brethren."  Then  we  have  to  make  plain 
our  chui-ch  affiliation  by  stating  in  terms  seldom  misun- 
derstood, "Dunkard,"  perhaps  wishing  under  our  breath 
that  we  were  better  united. 

The  name  of  the  church  is  taken  from  the  name  of  the 
first  prominent  family  to  locate  in  this  part  of  the  wild 
country.  The  first  settlers  faced  death  by  the  Indians. 
Their  raids  continued  and  some  of  the  first  comers  were 
massacred  and  some  forced  to  return  to  Cumberland 
County  as  the  section  of  the  state  was  known  which  now 
includes  the  County  of  Franklin.  The  Brethren  were  not 
the  first  to  enter  the  new  lands  of  the  West  as  it  was 
known,  which  the  Indians  had  long  claimed.  A  colony  of 
Scotch-Iri.sh  had  taken  up  what  was  considered  squatter 
claims  as  early  as  1749.  These  were  expelled  and  the 
Penns  made  a  new  purchase  of  land  from  the  Indians  in 
]  754. 

When  the  Brethren  came  they  secured  title  to  the 
lands.   By  1790  practically  all   land  had   passed   into  the 


hands  of  private  owners.  The  Brethren  purchased  the 
greater  part  of  the  land  and  were  the  first  to  preach  the 
Gospel  in  this  section  of  Pennsylvania.  These  pioneer  set- 
tlers endured  many  hardships.  The  Indian  was  not  at  all 
pleased  at  being  dispossessed,  whether  right  or  wrong, 
and  caused  considerable  difficulty.  He  defended  his  hap- 
py hunting  grounds,  which  were  some  of  the  best  in  the 
state,  with  tomahawk  and  gun.  Even  though  the  Pioneers 
had  a  right  to  the  land  by  purchase,  they  were  still  forced 
to  defend  it.  They  found  it  necessary  from  time  to  time 
to  return  to  a  safer  haven  found  in  the  settlements  east 
of  the  mountains.  The  greatest  massacre  took  place  in 
1777  when  the  Indians  attacked  the  settlers,  killing  be- 
tween twenty  and  thirty,  the  exact  number  not  agreed 
upon  by  the  Historians. 

John  Holsinger,  a  prominent  Elder  in  the  early  Breth- 
ren Church  whose  name  was  given  later  to  the  Church 
was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Pennsylvania,  July  21,  1768. 
His  father,  Jacob  Holsinger  had  been  born  June  24,  1731, 
on  board  the  ship  Brittania,  near  Amsterdam,  Holland,  as 
they  were  on  their  way  to  America. 

John  Holsinger  took  for  his  second  wife,  Elizabeth 
Mack,  the  daughter  of  William  Mack  who  was  the  son 
of  Alexander  Mack,  Jr.  Elizabeth  was  born  in  Franklin 
County,  Pennsylvania,  October  13,  1776.  John  and  Eliza- 
beth Mack  Holsinger  first  went  to  housekeeping  in  Frank- 
lin County,  Pennsylvania,  in  the  vicinity  of  Waynesboro. 

Here  they  were  surrounded  by  numerous  relatives  on 
both  sides  of  the  family.  There  is  the  likelihood  that  when 
John  Holsinger  first  journeyed  to  the  Morrison  Cove  sec- 
tion of  the  state  that  he  passed  through  the  rugged  but 
beautiful  Loy's  Gap,  through  which  flows  Yellow  Creek. 
Once  through  the  Mountain  gap  the  fertile  and  gently 
undulating  country  was  spread  out  before  his  eyes.  John 
Holsinger  was  closely  associated  with  Samuel  Ullery  in 
the  founding  of  the  work  in  the  Morrisons  Cove  section 
of  the  state.  He  settled  South  of  the  present  village  of 
Bakers  Summit,  on  the  East  side  of  Dunnings  Mountain, 
upon  land  which  not  only  took  in  the  side  of  the  rugged 
mountain  but  part  of  the  fertile  valley  which  extended 
Eastwar-d. 

John  and  PJlizabeth  Mack  Holsinger  were  the  parents 
of  nine  children.  It  might  be  of  interest  to  note  in  pass- 
ing that  Elizabeth's  sister,  Lydia,  married  David,  a 
brother  to  John.  Another  sister  Polly,  the  youngest,  mar- 
ried a  nephew  by  the  name  of  Jacob  Holsinger.  At  his 
death  she  took  for  her  second  husband,  George  Replogle. 
Thus  the  Holsinger  name  is  well  established  and  spread 
over  the  land  today. 

Lydia  Holsinger  spent  her  life  in  the  vicinity  of 
Waynesboro,  and  is  buried  there  in  the  Prices  Creek,  or 
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Antietam  Cemetery.  Polly  lived  some  two  miles  from  her 
older  sister,  Elizabeth,  in  the  valley  of  the  mountain. 
They  visited  back  and  forth  and  were  closely  associated. 
Polly  is  buried  in  the  New  Entei'prise  Cemetery  by  the 
side  of  her  two  husbands.  ."  .  '. 

It  was  to  the  home  of  his  daughter,  lElizabeth,  that 
William  Mack  came  from  the  old  home  in  Franklin 
County,  to  spend  his  last  days  with  the  John  Holsinger 
family.  Here  he  died  on  February  13,  1813,  and  was  laid 
to  rest  on  the  nearby  hillside  in  the  family  plot.  The 
house  in  which  the  pioneer  preacher,  John  Holsinger 
lived,  has  long  since  been  razed,  but  the  foundation  of 
the  chimney  was  located  by  the  writer.  Some  eighty 
years  or  more  ago  the  chimney  stood  like  a  guarding 
sentinel,  we  wei'e  told  by  some  living  in  that  part  of  the 
state.   The  farmhouse   standing  today  upon   the   old   Hol- 


■  singer   farm,   is   modf-rn    in   comparinon    witli    thr;   orig^inal 
preceding  it. 

Of  the  nine  children  born  to  John  and  Elizabeth  Mack 
Holsingei-,  we  shall  take  the  space  to  tell  of  but  one. 
This  one  is  Daniel  Mack  Holsinger,  He  was  the  father  of 
Elder  Henry  Holsinger.  Mack  was  the  middle  name  g^iven 
to  two  of  the  boys  of  John  and  Elizabeth  .Mack  Hol- 
singer. Daniel  Holsinger  was  like  his  father,  a  Preacher. 
He  was  the  first  to  use  both  the  German  and  the  English 
language  in  his  preaching.  This  was  somewhat  of  an  in- 
novation in  the  early  German  .Baptist  Church,  as  it  was 
then  known.  Daniel  was  a  veiy  popular  preacher  through- 
out the  Cove  section.  He  was  called  frequently  for  funer- 
als and  weddings.  As  was  the  custom  of  those  days  they 
brought  him  little  or  no  material  remuneration.  Life  for 
him  at  times  lacked  even  the  necessities.  The  last  fifteen 
years  of  his  life  was  spent  in  total  blindness.  He  would 
wend  his  way  along  the  road  to  the  home  of  his  child- 
hood and  elsewhere  in  the  community  by  the  use  of  his 
cane.  He  passed  from  the  darkness  of  eaith  to  Eternal 
light  on  January  31,  1886.  His  late  grandson,  Elder  Henry 
Holsinger  Brumbaugh,  showed  the  writer  the  cane  used 
over  the  years,  and  also  furnished  much  information  re- 
garding the  grand  old  man.  The  grandson  then  lived  in 
Bakers  Summit  when  visited  from  time  to  time  by  the 
writer. 

The  barn  which  stands  upon  the  old  Holsinger  place 
was  erected  soon  after  the  log  bam  constructed  by  John 
Holsinger  was  torn  down  in  18-59.  The  present  farm  house 
was  constructed  in  1860.  The  fami  was  owned  by  Hol- 
singer descendants  until  recent  years.  John  Holsinger  and 
his  wife,  Elizabeth,  are  both  buried  at  Bakers  Summit. 

While  Elder  John  Holsinger  did  not  live  to  see  con- 
structed a  Church  building,  he  certainly  laid  the  founda- 
tion which  made  one  possible.  The  work  bore  fiuit  and 
the  next  year  following  his  death,  a  large  and  commo- 
dious church  edifice  was  constructed  on  the  East  side  of 
the  farm,  from  local  materials.  It  served  the  community 
well  for  sixty-two  years.  This  building  was  named  after 
the  one  who  had  lived  and  labored  nearby,  "The  Holsinger 
Church."  In  1912  a  new  and  beautiful  brick  structure  was 
built  approxinrately  one  hundred  or  more  yards  to  the 
east  of  where  the  original  house  stood.  Here,  by  the  side 
of  the  improved  road  and  opposite  the  Cemetery  on  the 
other  side  of  the  road  stands  the  church  as  an  eloquent 
testimony  to  the  life  and  leadership  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
Mack  Holsinger. 

St.  James,  Md. 


SUBSCRIPTION  CAMPAIGN 


EVERY  NEW  SUBSCRIPTION,  every  church 
that  goes  100%,  helps  us  meet  our  goal  of  1,000 
new  subscriptions,  and  of  80%  of  our  churches 
on  the  100%  list. 

liead  last  week's  EVANGELIST  again,  and 
put  forth  every  'effort  to  put  your  Church  Paper 
in  every  home  of  your  church. 

In  Germany,  Communistic    rule    has    deprived 


Evangelical  church  publications  of  paper  on 
which  to  print  their  magazines,  while  allowing 
Communist  publications  all  paper  needed. 

We  have  the  paper,  and  ever\1:hing  else,  to 
print  the  EVANGELIST.  We  thank  God  for  that. 
Now,  you  help  us  get  the  gospel  message  into 
more  and  more  homes — for  it  is  this  spreading  of 
the  gospel  truth  which  will  prevent  happening 
here,  that  which  has  happened  "over  there." — 
Editor. 
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Report    From    Tucson,    Arizona  "  Rev.  W.  E.  Ron\ 


ReprestMiting  the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren 
Chuivh,  Willis  E.  Ronk  visited  the  new  church  at  Tucson, 
Arizona,  last  fall.  The  following  paragraphs  constitute  his 
report  to  the  Board  after  his  return: 

•'The  first  prerequisite  for  the  building  of  a  Church  is  a 
people,  and  one  should  add,  an  available  people.  Therefore, 
I  suggested  to  the  pastor,  Reverend  Vernon  Grisso,  and  to 
the  leaders  of  the  Church  that  my  first  interest  and  the 
first  interest  of  the  Board  would  be  the  people — their 
presence,  the  possibility  that  they  would  continue  to  be 
there  and  available  for  the  Church. 

POPULATION 

"It  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  correctly  esti- 
n\ate  the  population  of  a  given  city,  town  or  village,  for 
census  reports  no  longer  give  the  full  story.  Increasingly 
people  are  going  beyond  the  limits  of  city,  town  or  vil- 
lage to  build  their  homes,  so  that  they  can  avoid  both 
the  congested  living  conditions  and  the  higher  tax  rates. 

'"This  is  certainly  true  of  Tucson,  where  the  city  pop- 
ulation is  estimated  at  between  35,000  and  41,000,  de- 
pending, I  suppose,  on  the  time  of  the  year,  as  Tucson  is 
a  great  resort  town.  Our  Church  is  four  miles  fi-om  the 
railroad  station,  and  beyond  the  city  limits;  just  how  far 
I  do  not  know,  and  it  does  not  matter.  It  would  be  diffi- 
cult for  a  stranger  to  tell  when  he  was  beyond  the  limits. 
The  metropolitan  population  is  said  to  be  150,000;  wlieth- 
er  that  is  too  high  or  not  I  do  not  know;  I  do  know  that 
a  lot  of  people  live  there. 

BOOM  OR  BUST 

"There  is  certaily  a  very  sizable  "boom"  on  at  Tucson 
at  present;  and  in  view  of  general  trends  over  long  pe- 
riods of  time,  there  are  some  (who  do  not  live  there)  who 
feel  that  Tucson  will  feel  the  "bust"  too.  Of  course,  no 
one  is  wi.se  enough  to  forecast  the  future  and  say  with 
certainty  either  that  there  will  be  or  that  there  will  not 
h':  a  "bust."  I  do  not  believe  that  there  will  be. 

"Let  us  look  at  the  picture.  T^is  is  first  of  all  a  health 
resort,  or  at  least  a  health  resort  climate,  and  "bust"  or 
"no  bust"  the  population  is  certain  to  increase  over  the 
year.s.  Neither  Florida  nor  California  has  anything  over 
Tucson  in  climate.  It  is  a  wondei-ful,  marvelous,  dry  cli- 
mate; and  thc.Kt  is  plenty  of  building  room.  With  the  in- 
creased congestion  in  both  of  the  former  places,  it  is  in- 


evitable that  over  a  long  period  of  time  the  population 
will  increase.  The  climate  is  a  sure  guarantee. 

"There  are  other  factors  involved  in  the  growth  of  this 
community,  for  it  is  fast  becoming  highly  industrialized. 
The  Grand  Central  Aircraft,  with  headquarters  in  Glen- 
dale,  California,  is  building  rapidly  here  and  on  a  large 
scale.  They  already  have  a  very  large  force  employed. 
Also  the  Howard  Hughes  interests  are  building  a  very 
large  aircraft  plant  here — the  first  units  are  complete — 
and  to  the  lay  eye  they  look  very  large.  This  last  plant 
alone  expects  to  employ  10,000  people  when  complete. 
These  projects  are  in  keeping  with  the  policy  to  move  cer- 
tain industries  inland. 

"There  are  no  churches  just  around  the  corner  from 
oui's.  The  Baptists  have  a  very  interesting  and  thriving 
new  church  about  two  miles  or  more  from  ours.  The  lo- 
cation of  our  chureh  is  excellent  and  an  open  field  for  our 
people.  Many  of  the  people  of  this  community  have 
pulled  up  stakes  in  the  lEast  and  are  now  rebuilding,  not 
only  homes,  but  also  friendships  and  church  relations. 
They  can  no  longer  take  their  churches  for  granted  as 
they  did  at  home;  they  must  build  and  maintain  them. 
The  people  ARE  here  and  they  ARE  AVAILABLE. 

THE  PARSONAGE 

The  Brethren  Parsonage  is  situated  on  a  lot  100x150 
feet  on  a  paved  street  about  one  block  from  the  church, 
and  the  streets  are  paved  all  of  the  way.  It  is  a  lovely, 
red  brick  (mortar  washed)  house,  western  style — i.  e. 
i-anch  type — with  three  bed  rooms,  study,  living  room 
with  dinette,  kitchen,  one  full  bath  and  a  half  bath,  and 
a  car  porta.  There  is  no  patio  or  low  masonry  wall  at  the 
back,  as  most  homes  have  there.  If  you  are  not  ac- 
quainted with  our  Southwest,  a  patio  is  a  sort  of  out- 
door living  quarters — Spanish  style — ^and  quite  useful 
there,  as  it  seldom  rains.  This  is  a  modest  but  very  love- 
ly home. 

"The  property  cost  $12,500  and  is  easily  worth  $16,000 
today.  It  is  owned  by  the  Missionary  Board,  which  Board 
made  the  necessary  down  payment  and  is  keeping  up  the 
monthly  payments.  The  Missionary  Board  expects  to  be 
reimbursed  for  this  outlay,  and  it  should  not  be  consid- 
ered a  part  of  the  actual  cost  of  the  pemnanent  work 
there.  When  the  Church  is  able  to  assume  this  obligation, 
then  some  liquidating  plan  will  need  to  be  worked  out." 
(Remainder  of  this  report  will  be  given  in  a  later  issue.) 


NEXT  WEEK  --  EASTER  OFFERING  CHALLENGE 

FOR  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 
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7/ie  doctrine   O/    The   1  [olij  Spirii 


Rev.   John    P.    Locke 


(Message    delivered    at    the    1962    General    Conferenc(,\ 
Fourth  in  the  series). 


Text:  Acts  2:12: — "Ihey  were  all  amazed  and  ptrplext*! 
saying,  one  to  another,  what  meaneth  this?"  Lewson  Gala- 
tians  5:16-26. 


AT  PENTECOST  WE  CELEBRATE  one  of  the  High 
Days  of  History.  Our  Lord  told  the  disciples  that 
they  were  to  tarry  in  Jenisalem  until  they  should  be  en- 
dued with  power  to  witness  to  the  truths  which  He  had 
come  to  establish.  (Luke  24:49).  So  they  waited  together 
in  the  Upper  Room.  Ten  days  after  He  ascended  to  Heaven 
the  Holy  Spirit  fell  on  them  in  a  most  astonishing  man- 
ner. 

The  word  Pentecost  means  "Fiftieth  Day."  Fifty  days 
following  the  day  after  the  Passover,  was  the  harvest  cel- 
ebration, or  "Feast  of  Weeks,"  as  the  Old  Testament  calls 
it.  The  first  Pentecost  of  the  Christian  era  was  marked  by 
a  harvest  of  souls,  three  thousand  were  added  to  the  body 
of  believers  that  day. 

There  in  the  Upper  Room  they  heard  the  sound  as  of  a 
rushing,  mighty  wind,  and  a  tongue  of  flame,  indicating  the 
presence  and  power  of  God,  sat  upon  each  man's  head. 
It  was  only  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  when  Peter  began 
to  preach  to  a  motley  crowd  composed  of  Jews  and  prose- 
lytes gathered  in  the  Temple  area  .  .  .  devout  men  from  all 
over  the  known  world  .  .  .  from  the  East  as  far  as  Media 
.  .  .  from  the  North  as  far  away  as  the  Caspian  sea,  from 
Egypt,  North  Africa,  Rome. 

The  multitude  that  probably  heard  the  rushing  mighty 
wind  and  wanted  to  know  what  happened,  heard  an  ex- 
planation from  the  newly  anointed  disciples,  who  went  free- 
among  them  telling  of  the  risen  glory  of  Him  whom  the 
rulers  of  the  Jews  rejected  and  nailed  to  the  cross. 

One  man  from  Greece  heard  in  purest  Greek  the  story 
of  our  Risen  Lord.  Another  heard  the  story  in  the  lan- 
guage of  Virgil  and  Cicero.  What  they  heard  was  intellig- 
ible, not  untranslatable  mutterings,  foi-  Pentecost  is  the 
reversal  of  Babel. 

It  is  improbable  that  the  gift  for  speaking  in  tongues 
they  had  not  learned,  was  repeated  exactly  like  this  after 
the  Day  of  Pentecost.  But  being  filled  with  the  Spirit  of 
God  will  always  be  the  impulse  and  power  to  speak  the 
good  news  of  God.  Those  who  are  given  the  divine  light  are 
under  solmen  obligation  to  proclaim  the  unsearchable 
riches  of  Christ. 

The  sermon  which  followed,  preached  by  Peter  with  the 
twelve  standing  with  him,  had  as  its  main  theme:  THE 
RESURRECTION  OF  CHRIST.  He  presented  the  prophe- 
cies of  the  Old  Testament  which  foretell  such  a  resun-ec- 
tion  and  then  he  proved  that  Christ  did  arise  from  the 
dead,  and  concludes  by  showing  the  consequences  of  such 
a  stupendous,  prophecied,  undeniable  miracle. 

St.  Chrysostom  in  his  comments  on  the  book  of  Acts 
notes  the  courageous  tone  of  this  address  as  a  clear  evi- 


dence of  the  truth  of  the  resuirection.  Peter  and  these 
others  standing  with  him,  had  all  fled  at  Christ's  arrest. 
They  had  seen  Him  die,  and  feeling  utterly  defeated,  they 
had  withdrawn  from  public  notice.  Seven  weeks  after  Peter 
had  denied  Christ  to  the  maidservant,  he  had  courage  to 
proclaim  Jesus  and  His  Resurrection  to  a  multitude.  Some- 
thing powei-ful  had  happened. 

The  Holy  Spirit  is  a  fact  of  Christian  experience  as  well 
as  a  doctrine  of  the  Christian  faith.  The  Holy  Spirit  man- 
ifests Himself  in  the  church  and  in  individual  Christians. 
He  is  associated  with  the  Christian  life  in  a  very  practical 
way.  So  let  us  try  to  answer  the  question  of  Pentecost 
.  .  .  what  meaneth  this?  Who  is  the  Holy  Spirit?  What 
has  He  done  ?  What  does  He  do  ?  What  are  the  evidences 
of  His  presence  and  power  ? 

The  world  and  even  the  church  is  too  uninfoiTned  and 
unacquainted  with  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Dr.  E.  Stanley  Jones,  the  well  known  Methodist  Mission- 
ary, in  a  very  fine  study  some  years  ago,  says  that  "when 
you  speak  about  Pentecost  the  chuixh  shies  away,  and  cold 
shivers  go  up  and  down  the  spines  of  cultured  people." 
He  further  states,  "There  is  no  doubt  that  the  di\-ine  pur- 
pose was  and  is  that  Pentecost  should  be  nonnal  Christian- 
ity. But  we  are  largely  subnonnal.  When  one  is  physically 
subnormal  he  is  more  susceptible  and  more  readily  suc- 
cumbs to  disease  germs  which  he  would  nomially  throw- 
off.  Many  things  are  upsetting  us — tri%'ialities  about  our 
position  and  power;  pettiness  in  the  church's  life  harass 
minister  and  people. 

We  are  spiritually  below  par,  hence  these  things  that 
we  would  normally  throw  off  as  irrevelant,  are  upsetting 
us  .  .  .  There  was  a  time  when  the  church  celebrated  Whit- 
sunday, the  anniversary  of  the  coming  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
more  than  it  did  Christmas,  the  anniversary  of  the  coming 
of  the  Christ.  Is  it  easier  to  celebrate  Christ's  birth  than 
to  be  born  again?  Was  it  easier  to  commemorate  His  com- 
ing into  the  world  than  to  go  with  His  message  into  the 
world  ?  Did  it  cost  less  to  give  gifts  at  Christmas  than  to 
give  ourselves  at  Pentecost  ?  Christmas  is  the  festival  of 
God  with  us.  Pentecost  is  the  festival  of  God  in  us.  Is  He 
more  with  us  than  in  us?" 

Let  us  get  acquainted  with  the  Holy  Spirit.  Let  us 
Obey  the  Spirit,  seek  the  Spirit  and  welcome  the  Spirit. 

We  are  taught  in  the  Bible  many  times  that  God  is  one. 
But  God  has  revealed  himself  as  Father,  Son  and  Holy 
Spirit.  God  the  Father  is  the  creator  and  souixe  of  all 
things.  God  the  Son  is  God  incarnate  in  human  flesh,  re- 
vealing to  our  human  eyes  the  nature  and  character  of 
God  the  Father  and  Creator.  God  the  Holy  Spirit  is  God 
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pivsent  everywhere  in  the  world,  in  the  church  and  in  hu- 
man lives. 

The  natui-e  of  the  thiixi  person  of  the  Holy  Trinity  is 
that  He  is  a  personal  Spirit,  perfectly  good,  who  in  holy 
love,  orders  the  destiny  of  the  church  and  of  man.  .Being 
pei-sonal,  He  has  intellect,  sensibility,  and  will.  Ho  is  the 
personal  God  who  is  present  in  human  society  and  espe 
daily  in  the  church  where  he  directs,  guides,  controls, 
helps,  where  ever  and  when  ever  human  wills  submit  to 
Him. 

Jesus  called  Him  Comfoi-ter,  Advocate,  or  Helper  (See 
John  14).  We  must  think  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  then,  as  an 
imisible  person  present  to  help  us.  Just  as  Jesus  helped 
His  disciples  when  He  was  present  with  them,  so  this,  Our 
-\dvocate,  will  help  us  in  our  temptations  and  trials  of  life. 
Before  Jesus  left  this  world  He  promised  another  helper. 
This  other  helper  is  the  Holy  Spirit  .  ..  the  living,  per- 
sonal, Holy,  Spirit  available  to  every  human  life  that  sin- 
cerely accepts  the  lordship  of  Christ  the  Redeemer  and 
Savior. 

I.     THE  HOLY  SPIRIT  AND  JESUS 

That  the  Holy  Spirit  is  God  in  the  world  can  be  seen  in 
His  relation  to  Jesus  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God.  The 
human  body  in  which  he  lived  and  taught  and  suffered  and 
died  was  conceived  by  the  Holy  Spirit  (Matt.  1:18-20).  The 
Holy  Spirit  was  with  Jesus  in  His  childhood  for  the  grace 
of  God  and  the  favor  of  God  was  with  Him  (Luke  2:52). 

.A.t  Jesus'  baptism,  Matthew,  Mark  and  Luke  all  tell  us, 
the  Holy  Spirit  descended  upon  Jesus  and  the  voice  of  the 
Father  in  Heaven  spoke  to  Jesus  the  Son  of  God,  saying, 
•'Thou  art  my  beloved  Son;  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased." 
Here  Jesus  was  endowed  with  the  Holy  Spirit. 

It  was  prophesied  that  Jesus  would  come  and  baptize 
others  with  the  Holy  Spirit.  This  was  His  work  to  have 
the  Spirit  reign  in  the  heai-ts  of  men.  The  Spirit  led  Him 
into  the  wilderaess  to  be  tempted  and  when  He  returned 
it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Spirit  that  he  came  back  to 
Galilee  (Mark  1:12-13).  At  Nazareth  Jesus  read  from  Isa- 
iah 61,  "The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me  and  declared 
that  this  prophecy  was  fulfilled  that  day.  The  Spirit  of 
God  anointed  Jesus  for  His  great  work  (Luke  4:18). 

Jesus  did  great  wonders  and  declared  that  He  cast  out 
demons  by  the  power  of  the  Spirit  (Matt.  12:28). 

Further  we  read  that  "Jesus  rejoiced  in  the  Spirit"  and 
prayed  a  prayer  of  thanksgiving  when  the  seventy  returned 
(Luke  10:21).  He  was  dominated  by  the  Spirit.  Acts  10:38 
declares  that  God  anointed  Jesus  with  the  Holy  Spirit  and 
with  power.  The  Spirit  guided  Him  in  the  days  of  His  pas- 
sion 80  that  He  offered  Himself  to  God  through  the  Spirit 
(Heb.  0:14).  After  His  resurrection  we  read  that  He 
breathed  on  the  disciples  and  said  "Receive  ye  the  Holy 
Spirit"  (John  20:22j.  The  last  commandment  that  He  gave 
was  the  Great  Commission  in  which  He  said,  "Go  make  dis- 
ciples of  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the 
Father,  and  of  the  Son  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  Spirit 
was  the  ever  present  helper  of  Jesus  through  whom  He 
did  His  work  in  the  world. 

II.     THE  HOLY  SPIRIT  AND  THE  DISCIPLES 

'Ihe  Lord  Jesus  promised  the  disciples  that  they  should 
receive  power  after  the  Holy  Spirit  was  come  upon  them 
(Acts  1:8).  Pentecost  was  the  fulfillment  of  that  promise. 


Pentecost  began  a  new  epoch  in  the  world  for  now  the 
power  and  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  gave  the  assurance 
necessary  for  the  future  church.  The  spirit  of  prophecy 
revived  and  Joel  2:28  was  fulfilled.  Peter  boldly  declares 
the  new  message  "Repent  ye  and  be  baptized  every  one  of 
you  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  unto  the  i"emis- 
sion  of  your  sins  and  ye  shall  receive  the  gift  of  the 
Spirit."  This  is  the  message  of  the  church  to  the  world. 
All  can  have  the  Spirit  on  the  condition  of  faith  and  bap- 
tism. The  world  can  have  the  same  power  that  transformed 
Peter  from  a  shifting  sands  type  of  person  into  a  rock  of 
a  hero. 

When  the  early  church  wanted  deacons  they  chose  men 
full  of  the  Holy  Spirit  whose  service  record  for  the  king- 
dom is  notable  (Acts  6:3,  5).  One  of  them  became  a  no- 
table evangelist.  Philip's  converts  received  the  Holy  Spirit 
and  Philip  was  directed  by  the  Spirit,  we  read  in  Acts  8. 
I  have  always  liked  that  expression,  "the  Spirit  caught 
away  Philip."  The  Spirit  had  other  work  for  him  and  took 
him  there  to  do  it. 

It  was  through  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  that  Paul 
received  his  sight  (Acts  9:17,  18).  And  we  are  told  in  the 
same  chapter  that  the  church  multiplied  through  the  Spirit. 
When  the  church  fails  to  multiply  can  we  assume  that  it 
is  because  we  are  lacking  in  the  energies,  dii'ection,  and 
powerful  witnessing  of  the  Spirit  ? 

Cornelius  and  his  family  received  the  Holy  Spirit  and 
were  baptized.  The  Council  at  Jerusalem  called  to  deal  with 
problems  arising  out  of  Gentile  converts,  was  led  by  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  its  deliberations  and  decrees.  The  Mission- 
ary work  of  the  church  was  started,  guided,  and  blessed 
by  the  Holy  Spirit  (See  Acts  13:4,  52;  16:6;  19:6). 

Jesus  had  told  them  that  when  arrested  they  were  not 
to  make  preparation  before  hand  as  to  what  to  say  but 
allow  the  Spirit  to  speak.  The  record  in  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles  over  and  over  again  testifies  to  the  fulfillment 
of  this  promise  in  Mark  13.11. 

The  Spirit  gave  gifts  to  the  church.  In  I  Cor.  12,  St, 
Paul  mentions  these  as  wisdom,  knowledge,  faith,  healing, 
miracles,  prophecy,  discerning  the  spirits,  tongues,  inter- J 
pretations  of  tongues,  apostles,    teachers,    helps,    govern-" 
ments.  And  in  the  next  chapter  he  sets  forth  the  gift  of 
Love  as  being  the  greatst  gift  of  all. 

The  end  of  the  church's  activities  should  be  that  the 
fullness  of  the  Spirit  should  be  obtained  and  enjoyed  by  all 
its  members.  That's  the  aim  of  all  we  do  in  preaching, 
praying,  singing,  teaching  and  working.  That's  the  real 
"church  work"  to  let  the  Spirit  work  His  will  in  and 
through  us. 

III.     THE  HOLY  SPIRIT  AND  THE  INDIVIDUAL 

While  Jesus  was  here  on  earth  He  was  a  friend  to  ail 
who  were  in  need.  He  went  about  doing  good.  But  when 
He  was  in  Nazareth  he  was  not  in  Jerusalem  or  Jericho. 
When  He  went  away  He  sent  the  Holy  Spirit  who  can  be 
everywhere  available  at  once.  To  every  believer  on  this 
earth,  He  can  be  present  with  blessing,  help,  and  power. 
He  can  guide  us  all  into  all  truth.  He  helps  us  all  to  over- 
come temptations  and  to  see  sin  for  what  it  really  is.  That 
is  so  very  important,  for  sin,  and  the  Evil  One  who  would 
tempt  us,  likes  to  make  sin  appear  attractive.  The  devil 
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gives  sin  fancy,  smart  sounding,  names  and  untrue  descri[i 
tions  of  its  certain  outcome. 

Which  reminds  me  of  the  charming  story  I  heard  the 
delightful  Dr.  C.  M.  Gordon,  himself  an  Australian  by 
birth,  tell  about  one  of  his  neighbors  in  Norfolk,  Virgina. 
His  neighbor  had  a  negro  cook,  Annie  Mae.  Each  day 
Annie  Mae  carefully  wrapped  the  grapefruit  I'inds  and 
placed  them  with  her  overcoat  and  hat,  and  handbag,  so 
that  she  would  remember  to  take  them  along.  This  pio- 
cedure  so  excited  the  curiosity  of  her  employer  that  she 
finally  made  bold  to  ask  her  valued  cook  a  question,  tact- 
fully, as  to  what  use  she  made  of  the  grapefruit  rinds  .  .  . 
had  she,  perhaps,  found  a  way  to  candy  them  ?  "Laws  no, 
Mrs.  Jones,  I  just  takes  them  home  and  puts  them  on  top 
of  my  garbage,  they  make  it  look  so  stylish." 

Sin  is  like  that,  dress  it  up  and  make  it  look  stylish  but 
it  is  still  garbage.  Call  it  the  cocktail  lounge  instead  of 
saloon,  but  it's  a  hell-hole  just  the  same  ...  a  bar  to 
heaven  and  a  door  to  hell.  The  Holy  Spirit  enlightens  our 
minds  and  directs  our  lives  for  good.  He  gives  us  grace 
and  joy  not  to  be  derived  in  any  other  way.  He  interprets 
for  us  the  mysteries  of  God's  grace.  In  time  of  special  trial 
He  is  our  Advocate,  Helper,  to  defend  us  against  the  en- 
emy. He  is  our  Comforter,  in  Him  we  are  made  strong.  He 
enables  us  to  glorify  God.  He  is  the  sanctifier  of  human 
lives.  There  are  only  two  kinds  of  life:  Apart  from  Christ 


and  a  part  of  Chriwt.  Apait  from  Christ  we  are  governed 
by  appetite.  When  we  are  a  part  of  Christ  we  are  gov- 
erned by  the  will  of  God. 

How  do  we  know  whether  we  have  the  Holy  Spirit  or 
not?  JesuK  said  a  tree  is  known  by  its  fruit.  If  we  Iiave 
the  Holy  Spirit  we  may  confidently  expect  to  find  nine 
kinds  of  spiritual  fruit.  ITie  pre.sence  of  God  in  us  by 
means  of  the  Holy  Spirit  issues  in  love,  joy,  peace,  long- 
suffering,  kindness,  goodness,  faithfulness,  meekness,  .self- 
control  .  .  .  there  aie  attainable  only  in  aiid  through  the 
Spirit.  Our  God  is  a  God  of  power,  offering  us  energy 
from  heaven.  The  Holy  Spirit  gives  us  the  power  to  have 
the  divine  love,  the  joy  that  is  unspeakable,  the  peace  that 
passeth  understanding,  the  patience  of  God,  the  kindne.ss 
of  Jesus,  the  goodness  of  the  Father,  the  faithfulness  of 
Jesus,  the  goodness  of  the  Father,  the  meekness  of  the 
Master,  the  mastery  of  the  Spirit  which  rules  the  body. 

When  Jesus  said,  "Receive  ye  the  Holy  Spirit"  He  was 
asking  us  to  accept  the  greatest  gift  God  has  to  offer  us. 
The  results  of  the  Spirit  in  our  lives  depend  entirely  upon 
the  degree  and  constancy  of  our  yielding  to  His  control. 

The  alternative  to  Pentecost  for  the  church  and  for  the 
individual  is  failure.   Let  the  tide  of  the  Spirit  roll   inl 

Maurertown,  V^irginia. 
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Young  Men  and  Boys' 
Brotherhood  Program 

Percy  C.  Miller,  Topic  Editor 
Program  for  April 

Topic — A   Wise  Investment 

Scripture  Reading— Matt.  6:19-24 

Jesus  is  here  instructing  us  as  to  .where  to  invest; 
where  to  deposit  our  treasure.  Many  will  say,  "I  have  no 
treasure  to  invest."  Everybody  is  possessor  of  some  kind 
of  ti'easure.  It  may  not  always  be  gold  or  silver,  stocks 
or  bonds,  houses  or  lands.  Treasure  is  something  that  we 
love  the  best.  It  is  that  which  we  most  fear  to  lose,  if  we 
already  possess  it.  It  is  that  which  we  most  yearn  to  pos- 
sess, if  it  is  not  ours.  It  is  something  to  which  our  affec- 
tions, our  wills,  our  whole  being  clings.  Your  treasure 
may  be  entirely  different  from  mine. 

We  are  putting  our  treasure  into  one  of  two  places.  Our 
choice  is  strictly  limited  to  these  two  places.  What  is  it 
to  lay  up  treasure  upon  the  earth?  You  are  acquainted 
with  the  story  of  the  unjust  steward.  He  received  notice 
that  he  is  soon  to  lose  his  position.  He  doesn't  consider 
how  he  is  to  hold  fast  his  integrity.  The  first  considei'a- 
tion  is  how  he  is  to  have  bread  to  eat  and  a  roof  over 
his  head.  He  wanted  this  without  the  pains  of  working 
or  shame  of  begging.  He  said,  ")I  cannot  dig,  and  to  beg 


I  am  ashamed."  He  plays  the  rascal  and  induces  his  cred- 
itors to  play  the  rascal  with  him. 

To  lay  up  treasure  in  heaven  is  to  take  the  opposite 
course.  The  first  step  is  to  accept  Jesus  Christ  as  our 
Lord  and  Master.  Seek  the  Kingdom  of  God  and  His 
righteousness.  You  are  acquainted  with  the  story  of  the 
rich  young  ruler.  He  asked,  "What  lack  I  yet?"  He  was 
told  that  he  had  a  wrong  investment;  "Go  sell  whatso- 
ever thou  hast,  and  give  to  the  pool-,  and  thou  shalt  have 
treasure  in  heaven :and  come,  take  up  thy  ci-oss,  and  fol- 
low me."  We  lay  up  treasure  in  heaven  by  li^ing  in  lov- 
ing and  loyal  obedience  to  Christ.  The  common  things  of 
every  day  life  are  turned  into  wealth.  Deeds  are  done  for 
love's  sake.  Giving  a  cup  of  cold  water  in  His  name 
draws  dividends.  We  use  our  possessions,  wealth,  talents 
and  opportunities  to  serve. 

We  are  putting  all  our  treasure  either  in  heaven  or  on 
earth.  Wise  business  men  like  to  scatter  their  invest- 
ment. There  are  many  who  try  to  scatter  their  invest- 
ments by  investing  in  both  heaven  and  earth.  You  are  also 
acquainted  with  the  Pharisees.  They  were  serious  minded, 
zealous,  fasted,  prayed,  and  gave.  They  desired  to  please 
God  but  most  of  all  they  desired  to  please  men.  Jesus 
tells  us  that  they  received  their  reward.  Men  approved 
but  God  did  not.  Men  can  and  do  act  by  two  mixed  mo- 
tives, but  there  is  one  motive  that  is  supreme.  The  word 
of  God  tells  us,  "No  man  can  serve  two  masters:  for 
either  he  will  hate  the  one  and  love  the  other;  or  else  he 
will  hold  to  the  one  and  despise  the  other.  Ye  cannot 
serve  God  and  mammon."  We  either  put  Christ  fii^st  or 
ourselves  first.  John  said  ."Love  not  the  world,  neither  the 
things  that  are  in  the  world.  If  any  man  love  the  world, 
the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him." 

Since  we  are  investors  and  must  invest  in  one  of  two 
places,  it  is  wise  to  examine  well  the  advantage  of  both. 


PACE  TEN 


TtLE  BRETHREN   EVANGElJSr 


If  we  go  wi-ong  in  the  matter  our  Lord  is  talking  about, 
there  is  no  promise  of  a  second  chance.  "What  shall  it 
pi-ofit  a  man  if  ho  shall  gain  the  whole  world  and  lose  his 
own  soul?"  Let  us  look  first  to  the  opportunities  offered 
by  the  world.  The  man  without  cash  says  that  the  world 
will  die  witiiout  even  a  cloak,  having  only  the  abiding 
peace,  the  handclasp  of  Christ  and  hope  of  eternity.  Let 
us  ask  the  question,  "World  can  you  guarantee  me 
against  loss?"  What  answer  does  the  world  give?  There 
is  only  one  answer,  "NO.  ' 

Now  let  us  look  to  the  opportunities  offered  by  heaven. 
Let  us  put  the  same  question  to  Jesus:  "Jesus  can  you 
guarantee  me  against  loss?"  Jesus  will  answer,  "Yes,  1 
can  offer  a  positive  guarantee  against  all  possibility  of 
loss."  Yes,  young  friends,  our  treasure  is  safe  forever; 
against  moth  devouring;  rust  cannot  corrupt;  thieves 
cannot  wi-ench  it  from  our  hands.  Make  Christ  our  bank- 
er; become  rich  in  faith,  hope,  love,  peace  here  and  now; 
become  Christlike  in  character.  Such  an  investment  will 
meet  our  needs  throughout  eternity. 

To  the  Advisors:  At  this  point  it  would  be  well  to  study 
the  stories  of  the  unjust  steward,  the  rich  young  ruler, 
and  Pharisees;  now  apply  these  stories  to  their  proper 
place  in  our  topic.  Open  the  topic  up  now  for  discussion. 
.Many  questions  will  now  be  forthcoming,  possibly. 

(What  about  the  news  from  your  boys  brotherhood  for 
the  "Evangelist"  and  "Youth  Magazine?"  Send  youi' 
news  to  the  News-Topic  Editor). 


Ite77is  of  General  Interest 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 


Such    a    Class    can    not    help    but    produce    stronger    new 
members  in  a  church. 

Our  church  is  cooperating  in  the  Union  Lenten  Ser- 
vices. 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  The  Central  District 
Spring  Young  People's  Camp  will  be  held  in  Milledgeville, 
March  20th,  21st,  and  22nd. 

Brother  Glenn  (Doc)  Shank  is  scheduled  to  hold  Mil- 
ledgeville's  Spring  Revival,  March  22nd  to  April  5th,  ac- 
coixling  to  the  Pastor,  Brother  H.  H.  Rowsey. 

LANARK,  ILLINOIS.  On  the  evening  of  Sunday,  Feb- 
luary  22nd,  Biother  Edwin  Puterbaugh,  of  Ashland,  was 
the  guest  speaker  in  the  Lanark  church.  This  is  Brother 
Puterbaugh's  home  church. 

Brother  J.  D.  Hamel  announces  the  first  practice  of  a 
new  Cliapel  Choir,  composed  of  6th,  7th,  8th,  and  9th 
grade  boys  and  girls. 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  Brother  Virgil  E.  Meyer,  Pastor 
of  oui'  Nappanee,  Indiana,  church,  was  guest  speaker  in 
the  Waterloo  church  on  March  8th. 

UDELL,  IOWA.  Brother  H.  Francis  Berkshire  was  in 
charge  of  Radio  Devotions  the  week  of  March  2nd  to  6th. 

Dr.  Glenn  L.  Clayton,  President  of  Ashland  College, 
was  scheduled  to  speak  in  the  Udell  chuich  on  Sunday, 
.March  8th. 

STOCKTON,  CALIF.  Two  new  membeis  were  received 
into  the  Church  on  February  l.'jth. 


Brother  Cecil  H.  Johnson  writes,  through  his  Bulletin, 
that  a  fine  group  of  the  Brethren  recently  spent  some 
lime  working  on  the  church  lawn,  leveling,  planting  and 
fencing. 

Brother  Johnson  also  notes  an  increase  in  attendance 
in  the  services,  with  some  new  pupils  being  seen  in  the 
Sunday  School. 

SPECIAL:  From  Mrs.  Charles  Eikenberry,  of  Peru,  In- 
diana, the  Publishing  Company  has  received  a  very  nice 
shipment  of  rags.  We  are  truly  grateful  for  her  thought- 
fulness.  Good,  clean  rags,  free  from  buttons,  hooks,  or 
pins,  are  always  welcome,  as  there  is  a  constant  need 
for  them  in  the  press  room. 
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EDITORIAL  :  : 


"  'THERE'S  NO  GOD:— COMMUNISM" 

(Continued  from  page  3) 

tion,  that  any  group  or  person  here  in  America  is  Com- 
munistic, and  we  do  not,  now!  (You  don't  have  to  be  a 
"Communist"  as  we  think  of  the  term,  to  be  "commun- 
istic"  in  action  or  spirit,  intentionally  or  otherwise.) 

YOUTH  AWAY  FROM  CHURCH 

What  about  this  taking  the  youth  away  from  Church, 
which     procedure     is     common    throughout    our    land  ? 

WHETHER  IT  IS  DONE,  AS  IN  GERMANY,  DELIB- 
ERATELY; OR  WITHOUT  SERIOUS  THINKING,  AS 
IN  AMERICA,  THE  END  RESULT  OF  TAKING  OUR 
YOUTH  AWAY  FROM  THE  CHURCH  ON  SUNDAY,  IS 

THE  SAME.  Russians  do  it  to  tell  the  youth  there  is  no 
God!  Americans  do,  it  and  by  implication  and  practice, 
tell  our  youth  that  there  is  no  God — for  He  doesn't  have 
to  be  worshipped — we  don't  have  to  go  to  His  house — . 
Sunday  soon  means  nothing  to  our  youth  in  such  a  case. 
ARE  YOU  AGREED? 

THE  BIBLE  IS  POSITIVE 

The  letter  to  the  Hebrews  tells  us  to  "Not  forsake  the 
assembling  of  oui'selves  together,  as  the  manner  of  some 
is."  Moses  tells  us  to  "Remember  the  sabbath  day  to  keep 
it  holy."  We  believe  the  .Bible  teaches  us  what  to  do. 

Let's  enlai'ge  on  this  non-church  going  for  a  few  mo- 
ments. One  of  the  things  which  grieved  (and  still  does) 
this  Editor  when  he  was  a  Pastor,  was  the  ease  and  in- 
different attitude  by  which  parents  kept  their  children 
away  from  the  Church. 

Composite  fllusti'ations  suggest  parents  who  were  will- 
ing to  send,  or  to  have  someone  take  their  children  to 
chui-ch,  or  parents  who  "went  away"  on  a  Sunday,  and 
"could  not  come  to  Sunday  School  and  Church,"  or  "who 
could  not  stay  for  Church."  THE  END  RESULT  IS 
THAT  THEY  TOLD  THEIR  CHILDREN  THAT  THERE 
WAS  NO  GOD!  THIS  FACT  CANNOT  BE  DENIED! 

THE  SURPRISING  THING 

The  surprising  thing  is  that  if  we  could  confront  these 
same  parents  with  the  fact  that  by  their  actions,  they  are 
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telling  their  children  'there  is  no  God,'  they  would  be  high- 
ly insulted.  BUT  CAN  YOU  SEE  ANY  OTHER  CON- 
CLUSIVE FACT? 

Teach  a  child  that  church  is  not  important,  except  on 
Christmas,  lEaster,  or  Children's  Day,  and  he  will  soon 
believe  that  God  is  not  important.  Add  a  few  years,  and 
without  even  a  "word"  from  Communistic  Russia,  our 
youth  will  believe  in  their  hearts  that  there  is  no  God. 
This  is  a  solemn,  depressing  fact,  and  we  hope  that  such 
will  never  come  to  pass.  BUT  NOTE,  THAT  THE 
TRENDS  ARE  WITH  US! 

FACING  THE  FACTS 

Let's  face  the  facts.  Much  of  the  world  is  now  undei- 
this  forceful  Communistic,  godless,  spirit.  The  same  forces 
are  at  work  here,  through  the  conditions  described  above. 

It  is  time  that  we  impi'ess  our  children  and  youth  with 
the  fact  that  there  is  a  God,  that  He  is  important  enough 
to  cause  us  to  set  everything  else  aside  to  go  to  church 
and  worship  Him! 


IF  WE  DON'T— it  in  but  a  short  distance  from  wher*; 
we  are  to  what  we  read  about  in  Germany.  We  hope 
American  parents  will  heed  this  warning. 

IN  THE  .\KAI{  Fl  T(  RE 

Summer  time  is  coming  soon — picnics,  auto  rides,  viHits, 
family  reunions.  Chuich  members,  paients — what  will  you 
tell  your  youth,  your  children?  Will  you,  by  word  and 
example,  impre.ss  upon  their  youthful  minds  that  God 
isn't  important?  Or  will  you  faithfully  tell  them  that 
God  loves  them,  that  His  Son,  Jesus  Christ,  died  on  Cal- 
vary's cross  to  save  them  from  theij-  sin,  and  that  we 
must  always  go  to  Church  every  .Sunday  and  worship 
Him  as  He  taught  us  to  do  ? 

Let's  think  twice  and  pray  much,  before  we  again  stay 

away  from  chuich,  or  drag  our  children  away  from 
Church.  Why?  .Because  we  are,  by  which  way  we  do,  tell- 
ing them  about  God.  The  tide  of  godlessness  will  be 
stemmed  for  years  to  come  by  our  showing  our  youth 
that  there  is  God,  thiough  our  example,  word,  and  deed. 


L J ^,,, ^T-^  ^  ^w  'I'j^jg  torture,  when  it.s  pangs  increase  oppression, 

<'/^pi\|l/^K|'*              ^v,.  Becomes  at  last  in  death  a  welcome  friend  .  .  . 

M                             llilV^li                  7^<"  When  suffering  ends,  then  ends  each    forced    confession; 

H.  A.  Gossard  -^""^  Life  goes   on   unto   its   destined  end   .   .   . 

" *'*  ' * ' Can  FREEDOM,  lost,  be  won  by  servile  labor 

FREEDOM   is  God-born,  and  therefore  Righteous  ...  By   those   whose   spirits   faint  far  from   the   goal? 

She  cannot  be  permanently  subdued;  for,  being  God-  Will  Hope,  made  mad,  in  vain  grab  up  the  saber 

born,  like  the  Church  on  earth,  the  "gates  of  hell  cannot  In  just  defense  of  body  and  of  soul  ? 
prevail  against  her  .  .  .  Like  a  spark  smoldering  in  ashes, 

Freedom,  if  fanned,  may  create  a  flame  sufficient  to  con-  Were  FREEDOM'S  Curse  an  unrestricted  TYRANT, 

sume  any  opposing  foix;e  .  .  .  Nations  that  know  and  love  And  LIFE  were  born  pulsating  without  brain, 

her  will  not  let  her  depart  to  become  the  undeserved  and  A  mass  of  bloody  flesh,  and  nonaspirant, 

unlawful   heritage  of  the  unscrupulous  ...   I   believe  if  That  TYRANT  then  might  shackle  Her  for  gain! 
one's    desire    and    admiration    for    FREEDOM     emanates 

from    the   desire   to   keep   man  from   undeserved   oppres-  ^^^  since  upon  the  MOUNTAIN  OF  CREATION 

sion  and  to  direct  the   Soul  toward  the   God   of   Heaven  She  scaled  the  Summit's  Peak  and  set  Her  THRONE; 

and  Freedom,  that  person  has  God's  Sanction.  N«   Power-tho'   boasting   much   of   ostentation- 

Shall  vaunt  of  Glorv  equal  to  Her  own! 
THE  FREEDOM,  THE  GLORY  OF  MAN 

The  Torch  is  dimmed  that  once  was  brightly  lighted,  When  "brainy  men",  drunk-  mad  with  selfish  glory. 

And  nations  groping  blindly  for  the  light  ^^^  "^«^"^  ^'^^  "^"^P^"  ""ti'^i^ed  to  grace  a  Throne, 

Upon  a  darkened  path,  soul-sick,  affrighted,                        '  Destruction,  quite  complete,  and  quite  as  gory. 

Are  herded  back  into  the  Ages'  Night  ...  Will  end  the  triumph  of  their  hearts  of  stone! 

There,  in  That  Night,  desire  for  soul-calm  sleeping  Some  time  the  Nations  now  in  great  dejection 

Is  turned  to  pain,  and  rest  denied  the  slave.  Will  fan  the  Spark  of  FREEDOM  to  a  Flame; 

The  clanging  chains,  kept  wet  by  human  weeping.  And  cast  on  Despots  this  deserved  reflection : 

Sounds  out  "Defeat",  and  "Slave";  cease  not  to  rave!  "Your  Glory,  DEAD,  is  Buried  with  your  Fame!" 


NOTICE— OHIO  CHURCHES 

As  a  program  of  achievement  for  the  Ministe- 
rial Association  of  the  Ohio  District,  we  recom- 
mend that  the  following  items  be  promoted  in  the 
Churches  of  the  district : 

1.     PERSONAL  EVANGELISM    AND    VISI- 
TATION. 


2. 


•1 


4. 


DEFINITE     CLASSES     OF     INSTRUC- 
TION FOR  NEW  CONVERTS., 
A  SCHOOL  OF  MISSIONS. 

TITHING     AND     STEWARDSHIP      IN- 
STRUCTION. 

The  Ohio  Ministerial  Association 
Elmer  R.   Carrithers.  Sec.-Treas. 
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Topic  for  Marc4i  22,  1953 

IHK    CHKlSTiAN,  HIS  KKVDING  AND    MEDITATION 

Acts  17:10-12;  Phil.  4:8-9;  II  Tim.  2:15;  4:13 

THE  WHOLE  OF  CHRISTIAN  LIVING,  in  my  opinion, 
hinges  on  the  way  in  which  Christian  people  read  tlie 
Bible  for  themselves.  All  sermons  and  addresses,  all  Bible- 
readings  and  classes,  all  religious  magazines  and  books,  can 
never  take  the  place  of  our  own  quiet  study  of  God's  pre- 
cious Word.  We  may  measure  our  growth  in  grace  by  the 
gi-owth  of  our  love  for  private  Bible  study;  and  we  may 
be  sure  that  there  is  something  sei'iously  wrong,  when  we 
lose  our  appetite  for  the  .Bread  of  Life.  Happy  are  the 
young  people  who  have  realized  the  blessed  art  of  discov- 
ering for  themselves  the  treasures  of  the  .Bible,  which  are 
hidden  just  a  little  below  the  surface,  so  as  to  test  our  real 
earnestness  in  finding  them.  At  this  point  I  would  leave 
with  you  a  few  simple  rules  which  you  should  follow  in 
your  reading  and  meditation  on  God's  word. 

1.  MAKE  TIME  FOR  BIBLE  STUDY!  God's  word  must 
have  our  freshest  and  brightest  thoughts.  We  must  give 
God  our  best,  and  the  first-fruits  of  our  days.  Hence,  there 
is  no  time  for  Bible  study  like  the  early  morning.  We 
cannot  give  our  best  undivided  attention  to  the  Holy  Word 
after  we  have  opened  our  letters,  glanced  through  the  pa- 
per, and  joined  in  the  prattle  of  the  breakfast  table.  The 
manna  had  to  be  gathered  by  the  Israelites  of  old  before 
the  dew  was  off  and  the  sun  was  up;  otherwise  it  melted. 

We  ought,  therefore,  to  aim  at  securing  at  least  half  ,an 
hour  before  breakfast,  for  the  leisurely  and  loving  study  of 
the  Bible.  Remember  young  people,  the  more  you  read  the 
Bible,  the  more  you  will  want  to  read  it.  It  is  an  appetite 
which  grows  as  it  is  fed.  It  would  be  impossible  to  name 
all  who  have  traced  their  usefulness  and  power  to  this 
priceless  habit.  Sir  Henry  Havlock  always  spent  the  first 
two  hours  of  each  day  alone  with  God;  and  if  the  town 
clock  was  stiTick  at  6  A.  M.  he  would  rise  at  4.  Earl  Cairns 
rose  daily  at  fi  o'clock  to  secure  an  hour  and  a  half  for  the 
study  of  the  Bible  and  for  prayer,  before  conducting  fam- 
ily worship  at  a  quarter  to  eight — even  when  the  late  hours 
of  the  House  of  Commons  left  him  not  more  than  two 
hours  for  his  night's  rest.  It  is  the  practice  of  a  man  who 
stands  in  the  front  rank  of  modern  missionaries,  to  spend 
at  least  three  hours  each  morning  with  his  Bible;  and  he 
has  said  that  he  often  puts  aside  pressing  engagements 
that  he  may  not  only  have  time  but  be  fresh  for  it. 

2.  LOOK  UP  FOR  THE  TEACHING  OF  THE  HOLY 
SPIRIT.  No  one  can  so  well  explain  the  meaning  of  his 
words  as  He  who  wrote  them.  If  then,  you  want  to  read 
the  Bible  as  you  should,  makf;  much  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
who  inspired  it  through  holy  rnf;n.  As  you  open  the  Book, 
life  up  your  heart,  and  say:  "Open  Thou  mine  eyes,  that 
f  may  behold  wondrous  things  out  of  Thy  law.  Speak, 
Lord,  for  Thy  servant  heareth." 

It  is  marvelous  what  slender  light  commentaries  cast  on 
the  inner  meaning  of  Scripture.  A  simple-hearted  believer, 


depending  on  the  aid  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  will  find  things  in 
the  Bible  which  the  wisest  have  mistaken  or  missed.  Well 
might  St.  John  say  of  such,  "Ye  need  not  that  any  mai\ 
should  teach  you;  but  the  anointing,  which  ye  have  r(}- 
ceived,  teacheth  you  of  all  things. 

3.  READ  THE  BIBLE  MiETHODICALLY.  On  the  whole 
there  is  probably  no  better  way  than  to  read  the  Bible 
through  once  every  year.  It  is  M'ise  to  have  a  good  copy 
of  the  Scriptures,  strongly  bound  for  wear  and  tear,  of 
good  clear  print,  and  with  as  much  space  as  possible  for 
notes;  a  book  of  which  you  can  make  a  friend  and  insep- 
arable companion.  But  whatever  system  is  adopted,  you 
can  be  sure  to  read  the  Bible  through  on  some  system,  as 
you  would  any  other  book.  No  one  would  think  of  reading 
a  letter,  poem,  or  history,  as  many  read  God's  word. 

No  wonder  that  many  are  ignoi-ant  of  its  majestic  prose, 
its  exquisite  lyric  poetry,  its  massive  arguments,  its  sub- 
lime imagery,  its  spiritual  beauty — qualities  which  com- 
bine to  make  it  the  King  of  Books.  Remember  let  the 
WHOLE  .Bible  be  your  study;  because  "All  Scripture  is 
given  by  inspiration  of  God,  and  is  profitable."  Let  the 
Bible  be  its  own  dictionary,  its  own  interpreter,  its  own 
commentary.  It  is  like  a  vast  buried  city,  in  which  every . 
turn  of  the  spade  reveals  some  new  marvel  whose  passages 
branch  off  in  every  direction,  calling  for  exploration. 

4.  READ  YOUR  BIBLE  WITH  YOUR  PEN  IN  HAND. 
Many  have  not  learned  the  secret  of  enjoying  the  Biblc- 
until  they  have  commenced  to  mark  it,  neatly;  underlining 
and  dating  special  verses  which  have  cast  a  light  upon 
their  path  on  special  days;  jotting  down  new  references, 
or  the  catch  words  of  helpful  thoughts.  All  these  methods 
find  plenty  of  employment  for  the  pen,  and  fix  our  treas- 
ures for  us  permanently.  Our  Bible  then  becomes  the  pre- 
cious momento  of  by-gone  hours,  and  records  the  history 
of  our  inner  life. 

5.  SEEK  EAGERLY  YOUR  PERSONAL  PROFIT.  While 
you  are  reading,  often  ask  that  some  verse  or  verses  may 
stand  out  from  the  printed  p.age  as  God's  message  to  your- 
self. It  is  well,  sometimes,  to  stop  reading,  and  seriouly 
ask,  "What  does  the  Holy  Spirit  mean  me  to  learn  by 
this  ?  What  bearing  should  this  have  on  my  life  ?  How  can 
I  work  this  into  the  make-up  of  my  character?"  Read  the 
Bible,  not  as  a  newspaper,  but  as  a  personal  home  letter. 

6.  ABOVE  ALL,  TURN  FROM  THE  PRINTED  PAGE 
TO  PRAYER.  It  is  sometimes  well  to  read  over,  on  our 
knees,  Psalm  119,  so  full  of  devout  love  for  the  Bible.  And 
if  any  should  chide  us  for  spending  so  much  time  upon  the 
Old  Testament,  or  the  New,  let  us  remind  them  of  the 
words  of  Christ,  "Man  shall  not  live  by  bread  alone,  but  by 
every  word  that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of  God." 

7.  PRACTICE  WHAT  YOU  LP^ARN.  Young  people,  it  is 
useless  to  dream  of  making  headway  in  the  knowledge  of 
Scripture  unless  we  are  prepared  to  pi'actice  each  new  and 
clearly-defined  duty  which  looms  out  befoi'e  our  view.  We 
are  taught,  not  for  our  pleasure  only,  but  that  we  may  do. 
If  we  will  turn  each  Holy  precept  or  command  into  instant 
obedience,  through  the  dear  grace  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord, 
God  will  keep  nothing  back  from  us;  He  will  open  to  us 
His  deepest  and  sweetest  thoughts.  "This  book  of  the  law 
shall  not  depart  out  of  thy  mouth;  but  thou  shalt  meditate 
therein  day  and  night,  that  thou  mayest  observe  to  do  ac- 
cording to  all  that  is  written  therein:  for  then  thou  shalt 
make  thy  way  prosperous,  and  then  thou  shalt  have  good 
success." — Joshua  1 :8. 
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WOULD  YOU  BE  LIKE  JESUS? 

TESUS  HAS  SET  A  STANDARD  for  holiness  of  life  for 
^  us  in  John  15:5,  "have  oneness  with  Him,  be  like  Him, 
have  His  fullness."  The  saint  is  in  Christ,  in  the  Church, 
and  in  the  Spirit  by  his  personal  reception  of  the  poured- 
out  blood  of  Calvary  and  the  out-pouring  of  Pentecost — 
washed  by  His  blood,  filled  with  His  Spirit. 

"Earthly  pleasures  vainly  call  me  (Eph.  4:27), 
I  would  be  like  Jesus  (Eph.  4:22-24); 
Nothing  worldly  shall  enthrall  me  (Romans  12:2), 
I  would  be  like  Jesus  (1  Peter  2:21)." 

Christ  is  not  enough  for  you  unless  He  is  everything  to 
you.  If  you  resort  to  some  worldly  pleasure  or  fleshly  ap- 
petite, you  are  not  altogether  satisfied  with  Jesus,  and  you 
are  far  from  being  anything  like  Him  (1  John  2:15).  You 
are  either  in  Christ  or  you  are  out  of  Christ  (John  15:2). 
The  branch  that  bears  no  fruit  is  taken  away.  "The  branch 
cannot  bear  fruit  of  itself"  (John  15:4).  A  real  Christian 
has  to  be  progressive  in  fruit-bearing  (John  15:2,  8).  The 
branch  bears  fruit  only  to  glorify  the  vine  which  is  Christ. 
The  fruit  is  Christ  in  His  outward  manifestation  through 
us  (John  15:4).  We  are  nothing;  He  is  everything.  Thus 
Paul  said  he  was  least  of  the  apostles,  then  "less  than  the 
least  of  .all  saints,"  and  finally,  "the  chief  of  sinners."  As 
Paul  minimized  himself  he  increasingly  glorified  God.  The 
Christian  life  is  moi"e  than  conversion,  more  than  consecra- 
tion (1  Cor.  1:30)— it  is  a  Christ-life  (Col.  3:4).  A  Chris- 
tian is  worthless  unless  he  reveals  Jesus   (Matt.  5:16). 

"What  have  you  done  with  your  burden  of  care? 
Where  is  your  cross  once  so  heavy  to  bear? 
Why  are  you  smiling?  You  lately  were  sad. 
Tell  me  the  secret  that  now  makes  you  glad. 

"Jesus  has  taken  my  burden  of  care, 
Lightened  my  cross,  made  it  easy  to*  bear. 
Entered  my  heart  as  a   permanent  guest, 
Bringing  forgiveness,  contentment  and  rest. 

"You  are  transformed  by  His  Presence  Divine, 
Causing  your  face  with  His  glory  to  shine. 
I  need  the  Christ  Who  is  living  in  you. 
Where  can  I  find  Him,  and  what  must  I  do?" 

What  enables  us  to  reveal  Christ  ?  Nothing  save  Him 
who  lives  within.  "I  in  them."  Have  the  last  three  words 
of  the  Lord's  High-Priestly  prayer  (John  17)  been  an- 
swered in  your  life  ?  You  cannot  sing  "Nearer  My  God  to 
Thee"  by  trying  to  pull  His  standard  down  to  the  low  level 
of  your  weakness.  That  kind  of  a  religion  is  NOT  Christ- 
like. "Fnait  is  Christ-likeness"  that  "ought  to  be  seen." 
When  you  go  about,  do  you  cast  a  chill  or  flood  with  sun- 
shine? If  Christ  is  the  very  life  of  your  life  then  you  are 
a  glory- Christian. 

Once  sin  possessed,  controlled  and  used  us,  but  now  we 


are  under  a  new  Master  (Romans  Ct-.Ci).  Having  choH*;n  \)e- 
tween  our  sins  and  Christ  we  are  now  wholly  yU-AdfA  unto 
Him  in  spirit,  soul,  and  body  (Romans  G:12,  13).  There  i« 
no  compromi.se — it  is  entire  consecration  or  no  glory-life. 
We  are  onlight«nod  (Efjh.  1:17-19),  and  enabled  (Eph. 
3:16,  17,  19)  by  the  Spirit  of  truth  and  power.  The  Hame 
Spirit  separates  us  from  our  former  loves  so  that  we  may 
keep  our  marriage  vow  to  Christ  unbroken  (2  Cor.  6:14, 
17;  James  4:4).  Spirit  control  takes  the  place  of  self-con- 
trol (Romans  8:2;  Gal.  5:17).  The  Spirit  of  glory  trans- 
forms us  from  the  earthly  to  the  heavenly  so  that  we  are 
made  to  conform  to  the  image  of  Christ  (2  Cor.  3:18).  As 
we  grow  daily  more  like  Jesus  we  shall  come  to  bear  the 
"much  fruit"  of  the  Spirit  (Gal.  5:22,  23),  Do  we  crave  the 
gloiy  in  evejything  or  do  we  want  or  Lord  to  have  the 
glory  in  everything?  Do  the  lines  in  your  face  mark  the 
growth  of  Christian  character  or  are  tho.se  facial  line.s  the 
footprints  of  spiritual  depravity? 


Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vanator 

Lesson  for  March  22,  1953 

OUTPOURED  LOVE 

Lesson:  Matthew  26:6-13,  26-30 

TN  OUR  LESSON  for  today  we  find  two  types  of  "Out- 
poured  Love" — the  human  and  the  divine. 

We  are  now  reaching  toward  the  climax  of  our  study  of 
the  Gospel  According  to  Matthew.  In  this  26th  chapter, 
Matthew  packs  in  a  very  great  deal  of  information  con- 
cerning the  last  week  of  Jesus'  life  here  on  earth. 

In  the  story  found  here  we  have,  first  of  all,  the  definite 
statement  of  Jesus  that  He  is  to  be  betrayed  and  crucified 
(Verse  2);  then  follows  the  anointing  of  Jesus'  head  by 
Mary  (verses  6  to  13,  which  is  found  to  be  the  fii-st  sec- 
tion of  our  printed  text);  this  is  followed  by  a  short  ac- 
count of  the  supper  in  the  upper  room  (verses  14  to  35 — 
a  part  of  which,  verses  26  to  30 — forms  a  second  part  of 
the  printed  portion);  after  which  the  chapter  continues 
with  the  arrest  of  Jesus  and  the  mock  trial,  and  finally 
ends  with  Peter's  denial.  Read  this  chapter  carefully  and 
prayerfully  and  then  seek  to  discern  the  "outpoured  love" 
herein  exhibited. 

Let  us  consider  our  lesson  text  in  reverse,  taking  first 
the  scene  at  the  supper  table  in  the  upper  room. 

Have  you  ever  ti'ied  to  imagine  yourself  seated  at  that 
table  that  night  ?  Have  you,  as  you  have  seated  yourself  at 
our  own  Communion  Table,  endeavored  to  ^■isuaIize  the 
original  scene  about  the  first  Communion  Table  ?  Could  you 
feel  the  nearness  of  our  Lord  as  you  remembered  His  great 
love  for  us,  as  He  said,  "Here  is  the  bread  that  tells  you 
of  my  broken  body — Take,  eat!"  And  as  He  took  the  cup 
and  said,  "This  is  my  blood  of  the  New  Testament  which 
is  shed  for  many  for  the  remission  of  of  sins — Drink  ye  all 
of  it?"  If  you  have  not  done  this,  then  you  have  never  ex- 
perienced the  joy  of  a  Divine  Love  Outpoured. 

Commenting  on  the  meaning  of  the  words  of  Jesus  in 
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i-elation  to  the  Bread  and  the  Cup,  one  commentator  says, 
"We  ti-easure  these  words  as  we  would  treasure  diamonds 
of  surpassing:  worth.  They  are  simple  words,  meant  for 
oniinary  men,  the  esential  meaning  of  which  can  be  easily 
grasped."  When  we  grasp  their  real  meaning  we  can  then 
turn  with  profound  gratitude  to  God  for  His  "unspeakable 
Gift,"  His  only  begotten  Son.  who  came  in  the  Father's 
love  to  "outpour"  His  own  love  upon  us  and  to  show  it  by 
His  voluntary  death  upon  the  cross.  When  all  this  is  fully 
realized,  we  can  sing  with  new  zest,  "Love  Divine,  all  lovr 
excelling;  joy  of  heaven  to  earth  come  down  ..." 

It  was  such  a  Divine  Love  which  begat  the  human  love 
exhibited  by  Mary  when  she  gave  her  great  love-gift  of 
the  precious  alabaster  box  of  ointment,  which  she  poured 
out  in  love  upon  the  head  of  Jesus  as  He  sat  in  the  house 
of  Simon  the  leper.  How  differently  the  group  regarded 
it.  Some  even  "had  indignation"  and  went  so  far  as  to  say 
"To  what  purpose  is  this  waste?"  There  are  people  today 
that  consider  the  work  which  is  done  for  the  church  and 
the  sacrifices  which  are  made  in  Jesus'  name,  as  a  waste 
of  time  and  money.  Yet  our  Lord  took  this  little  sacrifice 
of  a  woman  who  owed  so  much  to  Him  and  made  it  a 
"memorial"  to  her,  for  He  said,  "Verily,  I  say  unto  you, 
\Mierever  this  Gospel  shall  be  preached  in  the  whole  world, 
there  shall  also  this,  that  this  woman  hath  done,  be  told 
for  a  memorial  to  her."  And  it  has  been  so,  and  is  so,  the 
present  study  being  an  evidence  of  this. 

But  let  us  never  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  the  central 
thought  of  this  lesson  has  been  that  of  "LOVE"  as  it  is 
exhibited  by  both  Christ  and  His  followers.  And  may  we 
never  forget  that  "We  love  Him  because  He  first  loved  us." 


WORLD  TRAVELER,  DR.  HAROLD  KUHN  TO 
ADDRESS  YOUTH  AT  CONFERENCE 

Following  the  usual  plan  of  getting  the  best  in 
the  way  of  inspiration  for  youth,  the  Brethren 
Youth  Board  has  secured  ths  services  of  Dr.  Har- 
old Kuhn  of  Ashbury  Seminary,  as  Conference 
speaker.  We  have  been  in  contact  with  Dr.  Kuhn 
for  two  years  but  his  preaching  in  Europe  has 
prevented  his  coming.  This  year  we  wall  be  priv- 
ileged to  hear  one  of  the  country's  most  outstand- 
ing speakers. 

Dr.  Kuhn  has  preached  the  Gospel  in  practic- 
ally every  part  of  the  world.  He  has  done  evan- 
gelism and  teaching  in  many  parts  of  Europe. 
Because  of  his  wide  experience  he  comes  well 
qualified  to  speak  as  Go-d's  messenger.  One  might 
expect  a  gi-eat  amount  of  education  and  travel  to 
make  a  person  speak  above  the  youth  level,  but 
Dr.  Kuhn  has  retained  an  ability  to  get  his  mes- 
sage across  to  youth. 

Many  other  unusual  featui'es  are  being  pre- 
pared for  this  yeai-'s  Bi-ethren  Youth  Conference 
held  in  conjunction  with  General  Conference,  Au- 
gust 17th-23rd.  Plans  should  be  made  early  to  at- 
tend what  might  be  one  of  the  best  and  largest 
youth  conferences  ever  held. 


N 


F. 


ews    rrom 


Churches 


o 


ur 


STOCKTON,  CALIFORNIA 

We  feel  the  ui-ge  at  this  time  to  write  a  short  report 
of  the  work  here  at  Stockton  for  we  know  there  is  the 
general  intei-est  throughout  the  .Brotherhood  concerning 
the  well  being  and  progress  of  all  our  Churches.  It  would 
be  to  falsify  if  we  were  to  say  we  are  having  smooth 
sailing  or  that  we  have  no  problems  for  we  have  learned 
that  every  Church  has  its  obstacles  and  its  problems. 
However,  we  are  happy  to  report  that  we  are  making 
progress  as  indicated  in  attendance  gains  which  are  a 
matter  of  record. 

Since  our  taking  up  the  pastorate  the  first  of  October 
two  of  our  Sunday  School  classes  have  organized  and 
both  are  doing  good  work.  We  have  taken  up  the  Teach- 
er Training  Class  which  meets  every  week.  A  choir  has 
been  organized  which  is  helping  much  to  make  the  wor- 
ship service  more  complete.  The  W.  M.  S.  has  been  meet- 
ing regularly  and  is  gaining  in  interest  and  attendance. 
There  have  been  sevei'al  other  activities  which  means 
that,  all  taken  together,  we  have  all  been  kept  quite  busy. 

The  Sunday  School  provided  the  Christmas  program 
which  was  very  commendable  and  which  was  attended  by 
around  140  people  with  a  treat  for  all. 

We  were  host  for  the  Bereans  Watch  Night  service  and 
have  just  recently  entertained  the  Northern  California 
Brethren  Conference. 

Taken  together,  these  many  activities  are  serving  to 
hold  our  people  together,  to  broaden  our  acquaintance  and 
fellowship  and  also  make  it  possible  to  interest  strangers. 
A  fine  spirit  prevails  among  our  people  which  is  one  of 
the  essentials  to  any  real  progress  in  the  Lord's  work. 
Our  church  offei'ings  are  greatly  increased  which  is  en- 
couraging to  all  of  us. 

Perhaps  oui-  greatest  need  is  for  a  better  house  of  wor- 
ship and  additional  Sunday  School  rooms.  We  are  begin- 
ning to  talk  about  these  needs  and  we  expect  this  inter- 
est to  materialize  into  very  real  before  long. 

Just  recently  baptized  a  young  man  and  his  wife  who 
were  added  to  the  Church.  These  are  both  capable  young 
people  and  will  be  of  great  help  in  carrying  on  this  grow- 
ing work.  We  are  planning  on  holding  an  evangelistic 
meeting  around  Easter  time.  Pray  for  us  and  this  Church 
that  we  might  be  faithful  and  fulfill  our  mission  in  this 
woi'ld. 

Cecil  H.  Johnson,  Pastor. 


FALLS  CITY,  NEBBASKA 

The  Falls  City  First  Brethren  Church  is  busy  prepar- 
ing for  Evangelistic  Services,  to  begin  on  March  16th.  We 
will  have  a  fellowship  dinner  at  the  church  on  March 
15th,  with  Rev.  C.  C.  Grisso,  of  the  Morrill,  Kansas, 
Brethren  Church,  to  give  us  a  message  in  the  afternoon. 

Rev.  John  F.  Burton,  District  Evangelist,  will  bring  us 
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the    message   each   evening,    beginning     Monday    evening. 
Rev.  H.  E.  Eppley,  local  Pastor,  will  be  the  song  leadei'. 

Early  in  January,  we  started  a  Junior  Church  Service, 
using  the  first  fifteen  minutes  of  the  Worship  Hour, 

Mrs.  Charles  Heineman,  Jr.,  directs  the  song  service; 
then  one  of  the  lay  members  leads  in  n  prayer,  after 
which  another  lay  member  gives  the  message  on  a  Bible 
story,  a  story  on  right  living,  or  an  object  lesson.  Dur- 
ing a  song,  those  who  must  go  home,  leave  quietly.  It 
teaches  the  children  that  they  are  a  part  of  the  church. 
Mary  lE.  Rieger,  CoiTesponding  Secretary. 


RONK.  Henry  R.  Ronk  was  born  May  23,  1878,  at  Al- 
bia,  Iowa,  and  departed  this  life  to  be  with  his  Lord  on 
January  8,  1953,  at  the  age  of  74  years  and  7  months. 
He  was  the  son  of  William  and  Susan  Ronk.  In  July, 
1913,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Christine  Meyer  and 
to  this  union  was  born  a  daughter,  Helen,  now  Mrs.  Helen 
Ernst  of  Manteca,  California. 

Brother  Ronk  became  a  Christian  at  about  the  age  of 
16  and  was  baptized  at  Turlock,  California,  by  Rev.  Gor- 
man, and  received  into  the  Brethren  Church  there.  He 
lived  a  consistent  Christian  life  to  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Stockton  Brethren  Chuich 
for  a  number  of  years  and  assisted  greatly  in  establish- 
ing the  Church  there. 

Besides  Mrs.  Ronk,  and  Helen,  he  leaves  to  mourn  his 
departure  a  grandson,  Richard  Ernst;  a  sister,  Mrs.  Mary 
Schmeidt  of  Manteca;  four  brothers,  Rev.  George  T. 
Ronk,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa;  Rev.  Albert  T.  Ronk,  Lisbon, 
Iowa;  Rev.  Willis  E.  Ronk,  Goshen,  Indiana;  and  Rev. 
Kenneth  R.  Ronk,  Santa  Cruz,  California.  Brother  Ronk 
was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Elast  Union  Cemetery  near  Man- 
teca, California.  The  services  were  col^ducted  by  the  un- 
dersigned  assisted   by   Rev.    Frank   G-shman    of   Stockton. 

Cecil  H.  Johnson. 

DICK.  Sister  Lillian  Dingman  Dick  passed  from  this 
life  to  be  with  her  Lord,  December  30th,  1952.  She  was 
born  April  14th,  1868,  in  Tama  County,  Iowa,  to  the  late 
John  and  Sara  Dingman.  She  was  married  to  Edward  C. 
Dick,  April  21st,  1890,  in  Lanark,  of  Carroll  County,  Illi- 
nois. 

She  is  survived  by  her  daughter,  Mrs.  June  E.  Miller, 
of  Lanark;  one  brother,  Henry  Dingman,  of  Milledgeville, 
Illinois;  two  grandchildren,  and  three  great  grandchil- 
dren. She  was  preceded  in  death  by  her  parents,  husband, 
son  and  brother. 

For  the  past  eight  years,  our  sister  has  been  bedfast  at 
the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Harry  Miller.  Her  daugh- 
ter  and  her  family  provided    in    every  possible  way   the 


comforts  which   meant  ho  mucli   to  her  in  the  last  yearU 
of  her  life. 

She  was  very  faithful  to  the  La/iaik  Biethren  Church, 
and  will  be  missed  by  all. 

J.   ]).  Hamel,  I'UHtor. 

TAYLOR.  Sister  Alice  Taylor  passed  from  this  life  to 
be  with  her  Lord  on  February  23rd,  1953.  She  was  born 
May  15th,  1869  in  Dryden,  New  York.  She  wa.s  married 
to  Seiglc  Taylor,  January  25th,  1894,  at  Larned,  Kansas. 
She  was  preceded  in  death  by  her  parents,  her  husband 
one  brother,  three  sisters,  and  one  infant  .son. 

Surviving  are  two  sons,  Robeit  and  Leroy;  two  daugh- 
ters, Leona  Turner  and  Esther  Wheelock;  a  twin  sister, 
Bertha  Ainworth;  eight  grandchildren  and  eight  great 
grandchildren. 

J.   D.  Hamel,  Pastor. 


Spiritual  flDebitations 

Rev.  Dyoll  Beiote 

FAITH  AND  RIGHTEOUSNESS 

"Abraham  believed  God,  and  it  was  counted  to  him  for 
righteousness."  Rom.  4:3. 

THE  ELEVENTH  CHAPTER  OF  HEBREWS  is  usu- 
ally considered  as  a  textbook  passage  from  the  Bible 
on  the  topic  of  Faith,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  a  careful 
study  of  this  fourth  chapter  of  Romans  will  give  one  far 
more  than  a  superficial  view  of  the  Christian  view  of  this 
subject.  St.  Paul,  that  philosopher  and  theologian,  shows 
how  Abraham's  faith  was  not  a  substitute  for  righteous- 
ness, but  a  foundation  for  it.  In  the  fifth  verse  of  this 
Roman  chapter,  Paul  declares  that  "to  him  that  work- 
eth  not  (to  obtain  righteousness)  but  believeth  on  him 
that  justifieth  the  ungodly,  his  faith  is  counted  for  right- 
eousness." 

Thei'e  is  the  everpresent  conflict  between  the  teach- 
ings of  those  who  claim  that  "The  just  shall  live  by 
faith,"  and  others  who  insist  that  "faith  without  works 
is  dead,"  but  Paul  seems  to  establish  very,  very  conclu- 
sively in  his  explanation  of  the  righteousness  of  Abra- 
ham, that  it  was  not  the  product  of  works  but  the  re- 
ward of  faith.  In  verses  18  to  22  Paul  shows  how  Abra- 
ham believed  God's  promise  that  he  should  become  the 
father  of  many  nations,  even  after  he  was  of  great  age. 
("He  staggered  not  at  the  promise  of  God  through  unbe- 
lief; but  was  strong  in  faith,  giving  glory  to  God;  And 
being  fully  persuaded  that,  what  he — God — had  promised, 
he  was  able  to  perform.  And  therefore  it  was  imputed  to 
him    for    righteousness."    Rom.    4:20-22). 

Again,  then,  we  say  that  "faith  is  not  a  substitute  for 
lighteousness,  but  the  foundation  for  it."  Faith  is  that 
on  which  righteousness  is  built.  If  we  do  anything  good, 
it  is  because  we  first  of  all  believed  in  that  good.  And 
it  was  not  the  doing  of  that  good,  but  faith  in  Him  who 
is  the  author  of  all  good,  that  guaranteed  to  us  the  as- 
surance of  being  ooi\sidered  righteous  by  God.  How 
strong  is  our  faith  ? 
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Answering  the  demand  for  new  invitation  post  cards, 
we  are  happy  to  present  four  new  numbers  for  special 
days  this  spring. 

Tliere  is  a  lovely  new  postcard  for  Easter,  Mother's 
Day,  Children's  Day,  and  Father's  Day.  Bright  colors, 
appealing  designs,  and  cordial  invitations,  plus  a  Bible 
verse  on  each  card.  There  is  an  invitation  form  printed 
on  the  message  side  of  the  card. 

Price:  25c  a  dozen;  $1.50  per  hundred. 
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NEW  PROGRAM  BOOKS 


Three  new  program  books  of  32  pages  each  are  offered  .  .  .  one  each  for  Easter, 
Mother's  Day,  and  Children's  Day.  Contain  helpful  suggestions,  program  materials, 
for   each    of   theso   special    days,   that   is   new,   attention-getting,   and   scriptui'.al. 

Price:  3.5c  a  copy. 

Order  from  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company 
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Items  of  general  Interest 


This  special  issue  of  THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 
comes  to  you  by  action  of  THE  BRETHREN  PUBLICA- 
TION BOARD,  and  the  cooperation  of  the  MISSIONARY 
BOARD  OF  THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH. 

We  appreciate  the  cooperation  of  the  General  Secretary 
of  the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church,  Rev. 
W.  Clayton  Berkshire,  the  Mission  Office  Secretary,  Mrs. 
Ida  Lindower,  and  those  who  contributed  articles  for  this 
issue;  also  the  cooperation  of  the  Publishing  Ccimpany 
force  in  turning  out  this  .special  issue. — W.  S.  B. — Editor. 


GATEWOOD,  WEST  VIRGINIA.  The  Men's  Fellowship 
of  the  Gatewood  Church  met  recently  in  the  Gatewood 
.school. 

ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  The  Young  Married  and  the 
Baker  Memorial  classes  have  taken  up  the  project  of  se- 
curing dinner  plates  bearing  the  picture  of  the  church  to 
be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  Building  Fund. 

Brothf-r  Freeman  Ankrum's  bulletin  informs  us  that  the 
dates  of  the  Southeastern  District  Conference  are  June 
23  rd  to  2.5th. 

HAGERSTOWN,  MARYLAND.  Capping  exercises  for 
the  1955  Class  of  the  Washington  County  Hospital  School 
of  Nursing  were  held  in  the  Hagerstown  Church  on  Sun- 
day evening,  March  1st,  with  the  Pastor,  .Brother  James 
E.  Ault,  bringing  the  message.  Twenty-eight  young  wom- 


en   received   their   caps    after    taking    the    "Nightingale 
Pledge."  Attendance  was  360. 

Brother  Ault  on  the  morning  of  March  1st,  spoke  3t 
the  worship  service  of  the  First  Christian  Church.  Other 
speaking  apppearances  of  Brother  Ault,  recently,  included 
the  "Optimist  Club,"  and  "The  Minister  Visits"  program 
over  WJEJ. 

WAYNE  HEIGHTS  BRETHREN,  WAYNESBORO, 
PENNA..  March  8th  was  anticipated  as  a  great  day  for 
these  Brethren,  it  being  the  day  when  they  started  hold- 
ing services  in  their  new  church  building.  Prior  to  this 
time,  they  had  been  meeting  in  the  Brethren  Youth  Port- 
able Chapel. 

"Open  House"  was  observed  by  Brother  and  Sister 
Leatherman  from  4:00  to  7:00  P.  M.  the  same  day,  at 
which  time  visitors  could  be  shown  through  the  new 
church,  as  well  as  the  new  home  of  the  Pastor  and  wife, 
nearby. 

Brother  DyoU  .Belote,  Pastor  of  our  Church  at  Linwood, 
Maryland,  was  speaker  for  the  evening  service  at  W,ayne 
Heights  on  this  day. 

AKRON,  OHIO,  FIRESTONE  PARK  BRETHREN. 
Brother  J.  G.  Dodds  reports  that  new  hymn  books  have 
been  ordered,  which  they  hope  to  have  before  Easter. 

A  full  week  of  Holy  Week  Services  will  be  held,  cli- 
maxing the  Spring  Membership  Revival  Campaign. 

CANTON,  OHIO.  The  Pastor,  Brother  Clarence  Stogs- 
dill,  has  posted  on  the  church  bulletin  board  ,a  list  of 
church  projects  which  need  sponsors  and  contributors, 
thus  keeping  before  the  people  the  needs  of  the  church. 

Brother  Frank  Clapper  brought  the  message  at  the  eve- 
ning sei*vice  on  Sunday,  March  1st. 

BRYAN,  OHIO.  The  morning  service  on  March  1st, 
featured  the  Menno  Singei'S,  according  to  Brother  Alvin 
H.  Grambling's  bulletin. 

LORBE,  INDIANA.  On  February  22nd,  the  Male  Quar- 
tet of  the  Loree  Church  presented  a  program  of  music  in 
the  evening  service,  which  was  well  received. 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  Brother  Willis  E.  Ronk  reports 
the  baptism  of  eight  boys  on  Febi'uary  25th,  these  hav- 
ing made  their  confession  the  previous  Sunday.  One  adult 
was  also  received  into  the  church  at  Goshen  recently, 

.Brother  J.  D.  Hamel,  Pastor  of  our  church  at  Lanark, 
Illinois,  will  be  the  guest  speaker  at  Goshen,  for  a  week 
of  special  services,  March  16th  to  22nd. 

The  initial  rehearsal  of  a  new  Sunday  School  orchestra 
was  held  recently,  with  an  attendance  of  14. 

A  Family  Fellowship  Dinner  was  held  at  noon  on  Sun- 
day, March  15th.  Brother  Virgil  E.  Meyer,  Pastor  of  our 
church  at  Nappanee,  Indiana,  was  the  guest  speaker  at 
the  afternoon  program. 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  Brother  H.  H.  Rowsey 
writes  that  "Three  robed  Choirs  will  have  prominent 
parts  in  the  Palm  Sunday  service,  March  29th."  He  men- 
tions the  Junior  choir  as  now  having  their  robes,  the 
Church  Choir  as  having  their  robes  on  order,  and  the 
Children's  Choir  as  having  their  robes  in  the  process  of 
being  made  locally. 

Brother  Rowsey  was  the  speaker  at  the  Milledgeville 
Community  Lenten  service,  held  on  March  11th  in  the 
Lutheran  Church. 
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WHEN  JESUS  WAS  READY  to  ascend  into  heaven, 
he  left  with  His  disciples  a  very  firm,  yet  easily 
worded  commandment. 

He  told  them  to  "go"  into  all  the  world  with  the  Gos- 
pel. That  insistent,  urgent  command  of  our  Lord's,  has 
never  been  altered,  lessened,  or  revoked. 

Two  words  stand  out  in  the  Great  Commission.  The 
first  is,  "GO!"  The  second  is,  "YE!" 

Inescapable  as  sunnse  and  sunset,  are  these  words.  We 
cannot  avoid  them.  There  they  are.  Can  you  read  these 
verses  from  Matthew  28  and  feel  that  you  are  not  in- 
cluded ?  Jesus  did  not  pick  out  ,a  few  people  and  tell  them 
to  go.  He  did  not  say,  "Go,  Peter,  Go,  James,  Go,,  John." 
Jesus  said,  "Go  ye!"  We  challenge  you  to  read  these 
words  from  Matthew  and  prove  that  you  are  not  included 
in  the  "ye." 

Sometimes  we  commit  the  sin  of  taking  some  parts  of 
the  scripture  and  accepting  them  as  relating  to  us,  while 
ignoring  other  parts.  If  we  daie  to  lay  claim  to  the  scrip- 
tures which  teach  us  about  how  we  are  forgiven  from  sin 
through  Christ  and  are  saved  for  etei'nity,  then  we  must 
also  lay  claim  to  those  scriptures  relating  to  our  re- 
sponsibility. 

The  very  moment  we  become  recipients  of  the  gospel 
of  salvation,  we  are  at  once  commissioned  to  go  forth 
with  the  gospel — to  tell  others. 

SALVATKJN  MEANS  MISSIONS 

The  possession  of  salvation  is  interwoven  with  mis- 
sionary endeavors.  Possessing  salvatiofi  should  so  thrill 
us  and  inspire  us  so  that  we  would  have  no  rest  until 
others  had  been  told  the  way  to  eternal  life.  If  we  do  not 
share  and  tell,  we  shrivel  up  into  a  sickly  type  of  soul. 

So,  as  a  Christian,  is  this  yoke  of  missionary  re- 
sponsibility an  asset  to  you — or  is  it  a  liability?  Do  you 
thrill  when  we  talk  about  missions  ?  Does  your  heart  ^nd 
your  pocket-book  both  open  at  the  same  time,  as  wide 
as  possible? 

It  is  to  be  feared  that  we  have  rested  too  long  on  the 
fact  that  we  possess  salvation,  and  that  things  ax-e  right 
between  us  and  God.  But  wait — what  about  His  command 
to  "GO?"  We  dare  not  have  a  "contented"  attitude  as  a 
Christian.  Fine  Churches,  fine  furnishings  therein,  make 
for  ease  in  Zion,  which  is  a  dangerous  conditionh  and  one 
which  does  not  lend  itself  to  fervent  missionary  endeavor. 

Listen,  Brethren,  Souls  are  at  stake  today.  Either  they 
will  enter  Heaven  and  eternal  righteousness  through  our 
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gifts  this  Easter  time,  or  they  will  enter  Hell  because  we 
did  not  give.  Their  eternal  lives  are  in  our  hands.  Jesus 

has  told  us  to  go  to  them  with   the  gospel   story  of  sal- 
vation. 

Is  His  "Go  ye!"  a  liability  to  us?  Are  we  endangering 
our  own  spiritual  welfare  and  safety  by  trying  to  have 
sahation  without  takiing  it  to  those  who  do  not  have  it? 
Or  are  precious  souls  throughout  the  world  finding  Christ 
as  their  Saviour  through  missionaries  supported  through 
the  dollars  we  have  given  in  answer  to  Christ's  com- 
mand ?  Can  it  be  said  of  us  this  Easter  that  we  have 
turned  our  dollars  into  eternal  souls,  thus  making 
Christ's  "Go  ye"  a  real  asset  in  our  lives  ? 

MISSION   BOARD   C0M:MEXDED 

Our  Missionary  Board  is  to  be  highly  commended  today 
in  presenting  to  us  as  Brethren  the  most  challenging  and 
forward  reaching,  soul  saving  program  we  have  ever  seen 
in  the  .Brethren  Church.  It  is  limited  only  by  your  i-e- 
sponse.  Read  this  EVANGELIST,  realizing  that  Christ's 
ultimatum  is  restrng  on  your  sotil.  Let  the  news  of  pres- 
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THE  GREAT  COMMISSION  lays  upon  every 
Christian  thesoul-winning  and  missionary  task. 
Matthew  28:18-20 — "And  Jesus  came  and  spake 
unto  them  saying,  All  power  is  given  unto  me  in 
heaven  and  in  earth.  Go  ye  therafore,  and  teach 
all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the 
Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost: 
Teaching  th-em  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever 
1  have  commanded  you:  and,  lo,  1  am  with  you 
ilway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world."  This 
Tommission  with  the  "all  authority"  of  Christ  be- 
hind it  is  meant  for  every  converted  person, 
"even  unto  the  end  of  the  world."  If  this  is  not 
true  then  the  Great  Commission  is  without  mean- 
ing. For  all  converted  people  are  to  be  baptized 
and  taught  "whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you," 
which  certiiinly  includes  teaching  all  converts  the 
Great  Commission.  It  is  apparent  that  the  twelve 
apostles  could  not  have  evangelized  the  whole 
world  in  their  day.  For  the  carrying  out  of  this 
Great  Commission  Jesus  promised,  "Lo,  I  am 
with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world," 
and  the  "end  of  the  world"  has  not  yet  come. 

Jesus,  in  Mark  16:15,  said,  "Go  ye  into  all  the 
world,  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature." 
The  gospel  therefore,  must  be  propagated  to 
"every  creature"  in  the  whole  world.  The  com- 
mandment to  be  saved  is  world-wide  in  its  scope : 
"Look  unto  me,  and  be  ye  saved,  all  the  ends  of 
the  earth:  for  I  am  God,  and  there  is  none  else" 
(Isaiah  45:22).  Gfjd's  motive  of  salvation  could 
include  no  less  than  the  whole  world.  "For  God  so 
loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten 
Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  him  should  not 
perish,  but  have  everlasting  life"  (John  3:16). 
God  is  not  in  the  business  of  offering  salvation 
to  some,  and  at  the  same  time  refusing  to  offer 
it  to  others;  .  .  .  God  is  no  respecter  of  persons: 
But  in  eveiy  nation  he  that  feareth  him,  and 
worketh  rightousness  is  accepted  with  him  (Acts 
10:34,  35).  "To  him  (Chri.st)  give  all  the  proph- 
ets witness,  that  through  his  name  whosoever  be- 
lieveth in  him  shall  receive  remission  of  sins" 
(44).  Jesus  came  not  to  destroy  the  law  and  the 
prophets,  but  to  fulfill.  We  can  do  no  less  than 
to  evangelize  the  whole  world :   "For  thus  hath 


the  Lord  commanded  us,  saying,  1  have  set  thee 
to  be  a  light  of  the  Gentiles,  that  thou  shouldst 
be  for  salvation  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth"  (Acts 
13:47). 

Our  Lord  has  commissioned  and  equipped  the 
Church  for  missions:  "Ye  shall  reoeive  power, 
after  that  the  Holy  Ghost  is  come  upon  you ;  and 
ye  shall  ba  witnesses  unto  me  both  in  Jerusalem, 
and  in  all  Judea,  and  in  Samaria,  and  unto  the 
uttermost  part  of  the  earth"  (Acts  1:8). 
Through  prayer  we  are  to  lay  hold  upon  divine 
power  for  evangelization.  "And  when  they  had  i 
prayed,  .  .  .  they  were  all  filled  .with  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  they  spake  the  word  of  God  with  bold- 
ness" (Acts  4:31).  The  Church  has  sufficient 
wealth,  if  consecrated,  to  evangelize  the  world. 
The  Church  has  sufficient  manpower  to  evan- 
gelize the  world.  If  we  can  spare  men  during  w^ar 
to  kill  men,  certainly  we  can  spare  men  to  save 
men!  In  the  first  century  of  the  Christian  era, 
every  one  who  had  a  saving  knowledge  of  Jesus 
Christ  testified  in  His  behalf:  "Daily  in  the  tem- 
ple, and  in  every  house  they  ceased  not  to  teach 
and  preach  Jesus  Christ"    (Acts  5:42). 

The  true  mission  of  the  Church  is  not  political, 
institutional,  educational  nor  recreational.  Its  pri- 
mary mission  is  the  winning  of  the  lost  to  Christ. 
"...  That  repentance  and  remission  of  sins 
should  be  preached  in  His  name  among  all  na- 
tions" (Luke  24:48).  The  responsibility  of  the 
individual  Christian  is  expressed  in  the  words, 
"I  am  debtor  ...  So  as  much  as  in  me  is,  I  am 
ready  to  preach  the  gospel  .  .  .  For  I  am  not 
ashamed  of  the  gospel  of  Christ;  for  it  is  the 
power  of  God  unto  salvation  to  everyone  that  be- 
lieveth ..."  (Romans  1:14-16).  It  is  not  enough 
to  preach  the  gospel  in  our  church  services,  but 
God  would  have  us  to  go  out  into  the  highways 
and  hedges.  The  true  Church  has  Christ  as  her 
head,  the  Holy  Spirit  as  her  only  administrator, 
the  winning,  baptizing  and  teaching  of  souls  as 
her  only  mission,  and  the  glorious  return  of 
Christ  as  her  only  hope. 

The  resurrected  Lord  said,  "...  as  my  Father 

(Continued  on  Page  17) 
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J  AM  NOT  A  MISSIONARY,  neither  do  I  pose 
as  an  authority  on  missionary  programs,  nor 
do  I  know  the  first  thing  about  the  problems  of 
a  missionary.  What  I  have  to  say  is  general,  and 
may  be  applied  to  any  walk  of  life.  But,  I  might 
say,  ANY  CHRISTIAN  WALK  OF  LIFE  IS 
PRIMARILY  MISSIONARY  at  the  core. 

Recently  in  our  city  there  was  a  city-wide 
evangelistic  mission.  This  mission  was  a  success 
in  many  ways — some  of  which  can  never  be 
evaluated  by  man.  There  was  a  reason  for  its 
success  and  the  tremendous  ovation  with  which 
it  was  received  by  the  people.  It  was  not  only  the 
preacher  —  although  Charles  Templeton  is  a 
much-loved  evangelist  among  many  denomina- 
tions; it  was  the  strong  "undergirding"  of  the 
program  that  gave  it  such  impetus. 

Long  before  the  mission  came 
ministers  got  together  and  talked 
began  to  pray  for  it.  Soon  it  was 
this  was  a  matter  which  was  too  great  for  just 
a  handful  of  ministers  to  keep  within  their  own 
circle.  Among  the  many  committees  to  get  the 
program  underway  was  a  PRAYER  COMMIT- 
TEE. This  committee  got  to  work  and  outlined 
a  gigantic  PRAYER  PROGRAM  which  was 
taken  into  all  of  the  churches  which  were  par- 
ticipating in  the  great  mission.  Ministers  met 
every  Thursday  at  8:00  A.  M.  to  pray.  There  was 
a  week  of  prayer  meetings  held  over  the  city 
every  morning  at  9:00  in  designated  churches. 
"Prayer  groups"  met  in  each  church  to  pray  for 
the  lost.  You  could  feel  the  presence  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  these  meetings.  Though  they  were  not 
large,  they  were  forceful. 

During  the  mission  itself  there  was  a  "prayer 
room"  furnished  for  those  who  would  enter  it 
each  evening,  meditate  and  breathe  petitions  for 
loved  ones  and  others  who  needed  spiritual  aid. 
Needless  to  say,  by  the  time  the  mission  got  under 
way,  many  Christians  had  been  transformed  and 
made   i-eadv  to  meet  the  challenges  which    con- 


fronted them  in  the  mission;  many  unsaved  were 
not  only  anticipating  being  called  on  by  their 
Christian  friends,  but  they  actually  welcomed  the 
opportunity  to  pour  out  their  hearts.  I  do  not  say 
there  was  a  great  sweeping  revival  —  for  the 
hearts  of  men  will  not  yield  to  it — but  there  was 
a  noticeable  transformation  of  individuals  in 
many  (juarters. 

Why  are  such  missionary  programs  (and  this 
was  a  HOME  MISSION)  successes?  Is  it  because 
of  the  time  put  into  it  by  the  various  committee 
members?  Is  it  because  of  the  constant  adver- 
tising campaign?  Is  it  because  of  the  thousands 
of  dollars  that  were  spent  in  promoting  the  mis- 
sion? No,  it  was  none  of  these,  though  each  of 
them  was  important  in  its  own  way.  It  was  pri- 
marily the  result  of  the  PRAYER  PR0GRA:\I 
which  had  been  so  earnestly  launched  by  the  ex- 
ecutive committee.  The  evangelist  made  the  state- 
ment that  wherever  he  holds  like  campaigns  he 
can  always  put  his  finger  on  the  reason  for  suc- 
cess or  failure  in  any  given  area — it  is.  says  he. 
either  sufficient  prayer  or  the  lack  of  prayer  I 

The  foregoing  is  an  attempt  to  describe  a 
HOME  MISSION.  Now  a  mission  is  a  mission, 
whether  it  be  in  our  own  land  or  in  another  coun- 
try. The  power,  the  purpose  and  the  progi'am  is 
all  of  God.  Never  is  a  missionary  program  of 
any  worth  of  mention  launched  or  maintained 
without  God's  direction.  IT  IS  DIRECTED 
THROUGH  REVELATION  AND  ILLUMINA- 
TION, and  man  is  illuminated  through  prayer 
(communion  with  God).  The  present  day  atti- 
tude seems  to  be  that  we  can  educate  ourselves 
to  the  full  in  our  o\mi  manner,  go  out  and  begin 
a  work  under  our  q\w\  brain-power,  work  until 
we  have  gone  as  far  as  we  can  go.  and.  when  we 
have  built  our  tower  even  to  the  door  of  heaven, 
cry  unto  God  to  let  us  in — and  we  have  then  suc- 
ceeded!  Or  we  can  go  along  until  we  fail,  then 
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•AND  HE  CALLETH  HIS  OWN  SHEEP  by 
name,  and  leadeth  them  out.  AND  WHEN  HE 
PUTTETH  FORTH  HIS  OWN  SHEEP,  HE  GO- 
ETH  BEFORE  THEM,  and  the  sheep  follow 
Him:  for  they  know  His  voice."  John  10:3b-4. 
"I  am  the  ^ood  shepherd  .  .  .  and  I  lay  down  my 
life  for  the  sheep  And  other  sheep  I  have,  which 
are  not  of  this  fold:  THEM  ALSO  I  MUST 
BRING.  AND  THEY  SHALL  HEAR  MY 
\'OICE;  and  there  will  be  one  fold  and  one  shep- 
herd." John  10:14,  16. 

"What  is  the  greatest  need  of  our  missionary 
work?"  That  is  a  question  many  Brethren  are 
asking.  Sometimes  it  is  asked  with  a  specific  field 
in  mind,  but  we  might  well  ponder  it  as  we  con- 
sider the  whole  missionary  endeavor  of  the 
Brethi-en  Church  this  Easter-time. 

We  have  been  greatly  concerned  in  our  own 
personal  lives  to  find  the  answer  to  the  question. 
What  is  our  greatest  personal  need  as  missionar- 
ies of  the  Gospel?  Through  much  prayer,  through 
a  searching  of  God's  Word  in  blessings  and  in 
trials,  and  through  the  testimony  of  some  of  the 
great  saints  of  God,  who  have  enriched  our  lives 
by  their  Spirit-filled  witness,  answer  has  come 
which  is  confirmed  on  every  hand  every  single 
day. 

The  key  to  all  spiritual  blessing  and  success 
in  service  is  FAITH.  Pv^ead  Hebrews  11  and  meet 
some  of  the  heroes  of  faith.  Then  take  Christ's 
word:  "Thy  faith  hath  saved  thee";  "According 
to  your  faith  be  it  unto  you" ;  "IF  THOU  CANST 
BELIEVE,  ALL  THINGS  ARE  POSSIBLE  TO 
HIM  THAT  BELIEVETH."  In  Hebrews  11:6 
"But  without  faith  it  is  impossible  to  please 
Him:  for  he  that  comcth  to  God  must  believe 
that  he  is,  and  that  he  is  a  rewarder  of  them  that 
diligently  .seek  him." 

The  only  .stopper  which  holds  back  stieams  of 
blessing  and  bountiful  life  for  thousands  more 
.souls  is  lack  of  faith  : 

for  UNBELIEF  blinds  our  eyes  to  divine  open- 
ings, 


stops  our  ears  to  the  pleas, 
shuts  our  mouths  to  speaking 
closes  our  purses  to  giving, 
hinders  our  hearts  from  caring, 
and  shrinks  our  souls  to  smallness. 

In  contrast,  BELIEF  in  God's  promises  and  His 
leading 

opens  our  eyes  to  every  challenge  and  oppor- 
tunity, 
allows  us  to  hear  His  voice  in  direction, 
gives  w^ords  of  testimony  to  our  lips, 
enlarges  our  giving  to    BOUNTIFUL    SHAR- 
ING, 
stirs  up  in  our  hearts  a  great  compassion, 
sends  a  song  to  our  souls  as  we  rejoice  in  vic- 
tory ! 

We  would  that  every  Brethren  were  partici- 
pating in  daily  prayer  for  our  missionary  work. 
Intercessory  prayer  groups  in  every  Brethren 
church  would  give  great  spiritual  power  to  our 
missionaries  on  the  field.  By  all  means.  Brethren, 
pray  and  pray  and  pray.  But  be  sure  that  every 
prayer  is  made  effective  by  active,  positive 
FAITH  that  God  will  perform  all  that  He  has 
promised.  Prayer  without  belief  is  only  "vain 
repetition."  Knowing  that  as  He  leads  our  church 
out.  He  goes  before,  let  us  FOLLOW  HIM  as 
sheep  who  trust  their  shepherd.  He  will  not  allow 
His  word  to  return  unto  Him  void.  When  taith  to 
claim  God's  promise  is  present.  Brethren  will  be 
praying ! 

We  would  that  every  Brethren  were  partici- 
aries  and  workers.  It  is  a  re-echoing  plea  from 
each  field,  "If  only  we  had  more  people  out 
here!"  How  we  long  (and  our  hearts  literally 
weep)  for  the  lack  of  witness  to  the  millions  who 
die  every  day  without  ever  hearing  the  sweet  mu- 
sic of  a  hymn ;  without  knowing  the  loving  kind- 
ness of  even  one  Christian  friend ;  without  ever 
reading  one  precious  promise  from  the  Word  of 
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God;  without  any  knowledge  of  that  central 
Cross  of  Calvary;  without  bending  the  knee  to 
the  Lamb  of  God  who  died  to  save  them;  without 
the  surging  hope  of  glorious  resurrection  in 
eternity  with  God! 

No,  they  die  with  the  minor  chords  of  a  hope- 
less funeral  dirge  in  their  ears;  often  clinging  to 
one  equally  blind  as  they  cry,  "Don't  let  me  go! 
I  can't  die !  I'm  so  afraid !  I'm  terrified !  Oh,  don't 
DON'T  let  me  go  1"  They  die  without  the  comfort 
of  one  friend  who  knows  the  Way,  the  Truth,  and 
the  Life.  They  leave  us  with  the  heavy  weight  of 
sin  and  guilt  upon  them.  They  cross  over  into 
eternity  with  all  the  fear  and  dread  that  everlast- 
ing darkness  implies. 

Sit  down  some  time  by  a  loud-ticking  clock.  Sit 
for  about  five  minutes  and  contemplate  that  with 
each  tick,  thousands — yea,  tens  of  thousands — 
are  leaving  us  ...  to  go  to  the  darkness  of  an 
eternal  tomb. 

Now  turn  the  picture  around  .  .  .  Why  were 
YOU  so  richly  blessed?  YOU  sing  the  sweet  mu- 
sic of  many  hymns;  YOU  enjoy  the  fellowship 
and  communion  of  innumerable  Christian 
friends;  YOU  have  the  blessed  privilege  of  read- 
ing every  single  promise  in  God's  Word;  YOU 
know  the  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh  away  the  sin 
of  the  world;  YOU  thrill  this  Easter  with  the 
miracle  of  the  resurrection  and  rejoice  in  the 
truth  of  eternal  life  as  witnessed  by  the  empty 
tomb.  YOU  live  in  the  hope  of  Heaven  and  eter- 
nal joy  with  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ. 

Do  you  put  an  "amen"  there?  Consider  these 
others,  won't  you?  Is  your  faith  in  all  the  prom- 
ises of  God  strong  enough  to  include  others? 

Sometimes  we  wonder  just  how  much  faith 
Brethren  actually  have  in  the  God-given  mission 
of  the  Church,  for  we  note  the'  reluctance  in 
many  circles  to  "give  up"  our  fine  young  people 
to  places  which  are  so  "uncertain."  The  whole 
world  looks  pretty  uncertain  when  viewed  with 
eyes  that  see  only  present,  visible  substance.  But 
FAITH  claims  the  IMPOSSIBLE  in  the  name  of 
Christ !  "If  ye  have  faith  as  a  grain  of  mustard 
seed  .  .  .  nothing  shall  be  impossible  unto  you." 

When  we  hold  on  to  the  wealth  God  has  given 
us  because  we  must  be  "prepared  for  future 
emergencies,"  we  do  not  believe  Chrrst's  plain 
teaching  through  Paul,  "But  my  God  shall  supply 
all  your  need  according  to  his  riches  in  glory  by 
Christ  Jesus."  Then  give  out  of  your  abundant 
blessings,  KNOWING  by  faith,  that  in  this  wav 


(U)d  will  not  only  take  care  of  you,  but  will  great- 
ly use  your  gift  to  enlarge  His  work.  We  have 
been  too  long  accu.stomed  U>  giving  a  small  mi.s- 
sionary  offering  at  Piaster  time  .  .  .  giving  only 
meager  means  to  spread  thc'  Gospel  and  Fx^ing 
satisfied  with  only  meager  results.  The  t^->tal 
given  through  the  Missionary  Board  was  only 
.$62,000  or  about  $3.50  per  member — a  shameful 
sum.  Brethren.  Is  that  really  a  true  measure  of 
our  faith  in  missions?  How  much  of  a  foreign 
AND  home  mission  program  do  you  think  can  be 
carried  out  with  THAT  amount?  Many  individ- 
ual congregations  in  enthusiastic  missionaiy  fer- 
vor give  that  much,  some  of  them  am  no  larger 
than  our  churches.  We  simply  have  not  caught 
the  vision  of  how  God  can  use  EACH  heai-t. 

BRETHREN  FRIENDS,  THIS  YEAR  YOU 
HAVE  AN  OPPORTUNITY  TO  SHARE  IN 
THE  LARGEST  MISSIONARY  PROGRAM 
OUR      CHURCH     HAS     SPONSORED     FOR 

YEARS.  Does  not  that  thrill  your  soul ;  Does  that 
not  speak  to  your  hearts?  One  question  may 
make  some  falter,  "But  we  may  have  only  a  few 
years  in  Africa,  in  Argentina,  in  other  places." 
Yes,  it  may  be  so.  Or  it  may  be  that  when  God's 
people  rise  up  in  great  numbers  with  undaunted 
hope  and  faith  in  His  power  He  will  cause  the 
blessed  Holy  Spirit  to  move  upon  the  waters  and 
pour  out  the  greatest  blessing  in  missionary  min- 
istry that  oiir  generation  has  known  I  The  whole 
future  is  in  God's  hands  and  that  gives  me  con- 
fidence! Time  belongs  to  Him  alone.  Eph.  5:15- 
17  has  a  word  about  this  : 

"See  then  that  ye  walk  circumspectly,  net 
as  fools,  but  as  wise,  i^edeeming  the  time  for 
the  days  are  evil.  \Mierefore  be  ye  not  un- 
wise, but  understanding  what  the  will  of  the 
Lord  is."  Another:  "But  beloved,  be  not  ig- 
norant of  this  one  thing,  that  one  day  is  ^^ith 
the  Lord  as  a  thousand  years,  and  a  thou- 
sand years  as  one  day.  THE  LORD  IS  NOT 
SLACK  CONCERNING  HIS  PROMISES,  as 
some  men  count  slackness ;  but  is  longsuffer- 
ing  to  us-ward.  NOT  WILLING  THAT 
ANY  SHOULD  PERISH,  but  that  all  should 
come  to  repentance.  But  the  day  of  the  Lord 
will  come  as  a  thief  in  the  night  .  .  .'"  IT  Peter 
3:7-9. 

Oh,  let  us  make  haste.  Brethren!  Let  us  run 
to  the  task  before  us!  Let  us  exercise  our  faith 
and  rejoice  in  the  harvest ! 

— Ashland.  Ohio. 
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BliETHREX  YOUTH  AND  THE  MISSION- 
AliY  program  of  the  Brethren  Church  are 
vitally  connected.  One  without  the  other  is  use- 
less; both  are  needed  for  the  spread  of  the  Gos- 
pel into  all  parts  of  the  world.  We  are  going  to 
examine  some  of  the  ways  in  which  these  two 
movements  are  related. 

FIRST:  THE  BRETHREN  YOUTH  PRO- 
JECTS. Each  year  the  Brethren  Youth  organ- 
ization adopts  some  national  project  toward 
which  all  the  young  people  work.  Since  the  first 
Brethren  Youth  Conference  in  1946,  every  pro- 
ject has  been  a  missionary  project.  The  first  pro- 
ject adopted  was  the  1949-50  endeavor  of  raising 
.?1000  to  aid  our  Argentine  missions  —  the 
AMOR  pi'oject.  Then,  the  following  year,  Breth- 
ren Youth  set  a  goal  of  $5000  to  be  used  to  pur- 
chase a  portable  chapel  for  use  by  the  Mission 
Board  in  establishing  new  churches  in  the  Unit- 
e<l  States.  At  present  the  Brethren  Youth  Port- 
able Chapel  is  at  Waynesboro,  Pennsylvania; 
however,  in  the  near  future,  it  will  be  moved  to 
Newark,  Ohio.  Last  year  Brethren  Youth  set  a 
goal  of  $3000  to  be  given  to  the  Mission  Boai-d 
to  a.ssist  them  in  sending  out  Bob  and  Bea  Bis- 
chof  as  new  missionaries  to  Africa.  That  project 
went  over  the  top  with  a  final  total  of  $3500.  This 
year  Brethren  Youth  has  pledged  $5000  toward 
the  Mission-Board-approved  project  of  building 
at  Lost  Creek,  Kentucky.  This  is  certainly  con- 
clusive evidencf;  that  the  Brethren  Youth  organ- 
ization is  vitally  interested  in  our  mission  pro- 
gram— both  home  and  forr^ign. 

SECOND:  BRETHREN  YOUTH  PROJECTS 
IN  THE  LOCAL  CHURCHES.  I  shall  only  cite 


one  example  of  this  type  of  work — an  example 
with  which  you  are  all  familiar.  The  Boys'  Broth-' 
erhoods  of  the  Ashland  Park  Street  Brethren 
Church,  through  several  years  of  hard  work, 
raised  enough  money  to  purchase-  a  pick-up  truck 
for  use  at  the  Lost  Creek,  Kentucky,  mission. 
This  is  only  one  widely-known  example  of  the 
type  of  local  youth  projects  carried  on  by  Breth- 
ren Youth  in  the  interest  of  missions,  (Note: 
projects  such  as  this  operate  in  addition  to  the 
national  Brethren  Youth  project.) 

THIRD:  THE  BRETHREN  YOUTH  SYS- 
TEM OF  LIFE-WORK  RECRUITS.  Every 
young  person  in  the  Brethren  Church  who  wishes 
to  dedicate  his  life  to  full-time  Christian  service 
is  asked  to  give  his  name  to  the  National  Youth 
Director,  Rev.  Charles  Munson.  There  are  about 
100  names  of  such  young  people  on  file  in  the 
Brethren  Youth  office.  Most  of  these  life-work 
recruits  have  pledged  themselves  to  enter  either 
the  ministry  or  the  mission  field.  At  the  last  Gen- 
eral Conference,  ten  such  young  people  were  pub- 
licly set  aside  for  mission  work — another  evi- 
dence of  the  interrelationship  of  the  Mission 
Board  and  Brethren  Youth. 

FOURTH:  THE  SISTERHOOD  AND 
BROTHERHOOD  ORGANIZATIONS.  These  two 
youth  groups  stress  missions  in  their  local  pro- 
grams. Each  of  these  organizations  has  a  mis- 
sion-study book  which  is  read  by  the  members 
during  the  year.  In  fact,  the  Sisterhood  may  well 
be  considered  a  junior  Woman's  Missionary  So- 
ciety. 

FIFTH:   THE  BRETHREN  YOUTH  MAGA 

(Continued  on  Page  18) 
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Consecrated  For  Service 


One  of  the  outstanding  features  of 
our  General  Conference  the  last  few 
years  has  been  the  consecration  service 
for  new  missionaries.  They  have  been 
heart-warming  occasions  and  we  are 
confident  that  many  of  the  Sunday 
morning  worshippers  have  examined 
their  own  consecration  as  they  wit- 
nessed these  solemn  moments,  realizing 
more  fully  that  we  are  all  ambassadors 
for  Christ. 


ESTHER  ZECHE,  KENNETH  AND  JEANNETTE 
SOLOMON,  JANET  KING 


We  are  indebted  to  Reverend  Elmer  M.  Keck  for  these 
very  fine  pictures  of  the  consecration  service  at  our  last 
General  Conference. 


OFFICIATING  MINISTERS: 
STUDEBAKER,  \  ANATOR,  KING,  AND  RIDDLE 
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FOR  SERVICE 


THE  SOLOMONS: 

Reverend  and  Mrs.  K<?niieth  Solomon  left  (he  States  in  early  Sep- 
tember 1952  and  two  days  later  arrived  in  San  Jose,  Costa  Rica,  where 
they  enrolled  in  the  Language  School  for  two  terms.  At  present  they 
are  in  the  middle  of  the  sinrond  term,  and  upon  the  completion  of  the 
term  they  will  fly  to  Argentina,  where  they  will  spend  the  next  two 
years  in  missionary  work.  They  will  be  located  at  Buenos  Aires  the 
first  year  and  at  Cordoba  the  second. 


THE  MAID'S  DAY  OFF 


WHERE  THE  SOLOMONS  LIVE 


THE  SHANKS: 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glenn  (Doc  and  Jean  Heck)  Shank  havt 
been  enrolled  in  the  Graduate  School  of  Missions  at  Con- 
cordia Seminary  in  St.  Louis  since  September  1952.  Tht 
Shanks  are  preparinig  for  work  in  the  Philippines  and  havt 
been  engaged  in  the  study  of  the  people,  the  land,  methods 
of  missionary  work,  personal  evangelism  and  other  related 
subjects  that  will  enable  them  to  become  effective  workers 

Both  Doc  and  Jean  are  graduates  of  Ashland  College  ant] 
are  qualified  to  teach.  Doc  will  soon  receive  his  degree  from 
our  Seminary  at  Ashland.  Jean  is  a  registered  nurse  with 
several  years  of  practical  experience. 

The  Shanks  will  spend  several  months  visiting  tht 
churches  of  the  brotherhood  at  the  close  of  the  winter  school 
term. 


KEN   AND  JEANNETTE  DECORATE 
\i)\i  CHRLSTMAS 


DOC  AND  JEAN  IN  MISSION 
LIBRARY  ROOM  AT  CONCORDIA 
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WANDA  BEAL: 

WANDA  MAY  BEAL,  from  Mansfield,  Ohio,  connes  from  a  Brethren 
home  and  has  been  a  Brethren  all  her  life.  She  graduated  from  Ash- 
land College  with  the  A.B.  degree  and  later  enrolled  in  the  Seminary. 
At  present  she  is  studying  in  Chijcago  at  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary, 
where  she  will  receive  the  B.D.  degree  in  June. 

Wanda  has  been  active  in  the  Brethren  Church  at  Mansfield,  where 
she  is  a  member,  for  many  years.  She  would  like  to  be  used  as  a  mis- 
sionary on  the  African  field  if  that  is  where  she  is  called. 


W'S"-'^3t. 


EDNA  LINSLEY: 

EDNA    LINSLEY,    from    Hubbard,    Ohio,    a    graduate  from     Ashland 

College  in   the  class  of  '52,   with  her  A.B.  degree,   has  volunteered   for 

missionary    work.    Her   college   major,   sociology,   and   a  minor   in    Bible 
should  be  very  helpful  to  her  in  this,  her  chosen  work. 

At  present  she  is  enrolled  in  Ashland  Seminary,  where  she  is  study- 
ing Brethren  doctrine.  EUna  is  a  member  of  the  Park  Street  Brethren 
Church  in  Ashland;  she  was  formerly  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

She  is  vitally  interested  in  working  amiong  the  American  Indians, 
with  a  secondary  interest  in  the  Philippines,  but  is  waiting  the  Lord's 
leading  into  the  field  where  she  should  work. 


MARA  LEE  EICHER: 

MARA  LEE  EICHER,  who  graduated  fi-om  Ashland  College  in  the 
class  of  '52  with  the  Bachelor  of  iMusic  degree,  is  from  Alverton,  Penn- 
sylvania. She  is  an  accomplished  musician,  having  been  associated  with 
many  musical  organizations  while  in  college. 

Miss  Eicher  is  a  member  of  the  Park  Street  Brethren  Church  in  Ash- 
land, coming  from  the  Church  of  God.  She  has  visited  a  number  of 
Brethren  churches  as  a  member  of  the  Girls'  Gospel  Team,  to  which 
she  belonged  while  she  was  in  college.  Her  first  choice  as  a  fi^ld  for 
missionary  work  is  the  Philippines,  but  she  is  willing  to  be  led  into  the 
area  where  the  Lord  would  use  h«r. 
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ARGENTINE  YOUTH  SPEAK 
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(A  letter  written  by  RICARDO  RIYERO 
to  MRS.  ROBERT  BYLER) 


••THE  WORD  OF  GOD  IS  QUICK  AND  POWERFUL, 
and  sharper  than  any  two-edged  sword,  piercing  even  to 
I  he  dividing  asunder  of  soul  and  spirit,  and  of  the  joints 
and  marrow,  and  is  a  discerner  of  the  thoughts  and  in- 
tents of  the  heart." 

This  text  expresses  what  the  Word  of  God  is  able  to 
do  and  I  want  to  use  it  here  because  we  have  seen  it  ful- 
fill its  mission  many  times.  We  know  the  Word  will  con- 
tinue to  break  hearts  and  will  make  of  this  place  (our 
hall  in  Victoria)  a  lighthouse  where  many  wnll  be  guided 
to  a  new  life.  ITiat  is  what  this  place  now  is,  for  it  has 
guided  several  souls  to  that  better  life  that  they  didn't 
know  before. 

The  W'oi-d  has  illumined  an  old  lady  almost  blind,  who, 
because  she  had  no  happiness  in  her  poor  life,  wished 
more  than  once  to  take  her  own  life;  but,  thanks  to 
Jesus,  she  was  illumined  so  that  today  she  can  live  with 
the  hope  of  seeing  the  wonderful  face  of  God.  Another 
poor  soul,  who  couldn't  find  the  happiness  and  peace 
that  she  desired,  became  intoxicated  every  day,  hoping  in 
this  way  to  find  some  feeling  of  contentment  with  her 
lot.  But  one  day  the  light  of  the  Word  of  God  broke  her 
heart  and  now  she  is  a  living  testimony  for  God  to  the 
world.  Now  she  is  an  epistle  that  goes  about,  can-ying  in 
her  life  the  very  work  of  God. 

.\nd  if  we  could,  we  might  make  a  book  with  each  tes- 
timony that  flows  from  the  lips  of  those  bought  by  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb. 

Brethren,  this  work  began  about  two  years  ago,  a  short 
time  in  which  to  .see  so  many  marvels  done  by  God.  God 
u.sed  two  faithful  workers  as  instruments  to  begin  the 
work.  One  is  Juan  Veron,  who  lives  in  Victoria  and  has 
longed  for  regular  preaching  of  the  Gospel  in  this  city. 
Hf  worked  with  our  evangelist  worker,  Jose  Varela,  to 
begin  a  congregation  here.  When  I  arrived  in  December 
1951  to  spend  my  year  of  practice  here,  the  groundwork 
was  laid  and  what  has  been  done  through  me  is  nothing 
great. 

There  is  somf  opposition  from  the  Catholic  action,  but 
God  is  sufficiently  strong  to  conquer  here  as  in  other 
places. 

The  attendance  is  some  30  to  Sf) — not  exaggerating,  be- 
cau.se  we  have  many  visitors  and  are  finding  more  believ- 
ers here  all  the  time  who  desire  this  fellowship  and  some- 
times the  number  reaches  nearly  fifty.  There  are  few 
children  and  they  are  very  irregular;  we  sometimes  have 
16  in  the  Sunday  school  class — sometimes  fewer.  We  are 


doing  some  visiting  in  another  barrio  (section)  and  each 
time  we  go,  there  is  more  interest. 

In  our  main  hall  we  have  meetings  Saturday  evening, 
Sunday  morning  and  Sunday  afternoon.  Then  in  the  other 
section  we  have  meetings  on  Thursdays  and  Sundays  and 
w^henever  possible,  we  have  meetings  in  homes.  In  the  be- 
ginning it  was  the  intention  to  buy  a  building,  but  when 
that  wasn't  possible,  a  one-room  place  was  bought  where 
we  hope  to  arrange  it  as  a  chapel. 

The  needs  are  many  as  in  every  place;  but  especially 
in  the  very  poor  homes,  there  is  great  misery. 

In  September  we  had  a  special  program  and  there  were 
seventy  present.  Those  who  have  accepted  the  Lord  are 
interested  in  learning  more  from  His  Word.  We  thank 
God  for  all  these  blessings  which  encourage  us  to  seek 
new  souls.  There  are  now  thirteen  members  here — nearly 
all  new  converts. 

I  am  enjoying  wonderful  personal  blessings,  but  not  all 
that  my  soul  desires.  I  know  that  God  desires  greater 
consecration  on  my  part  and  I  hope  to  please  Him  to  the 
measure  that  I  am  able  with  my  slight  understanding.  In 
other  words,  I  am  not  content  with  my  life  as  it  is,  and 
I  hope  that  by  faith,  God  will  enrich  it  and  shape  it  as 
He  will. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  know  (Mrs.  Byler)  that  Nelly 
and  I  will  be  married  next  year  (1953).  You  know  God 
gave  her  to  me  ,and  I  never  thought  I  would  possess  such 
a  one,  for  I  know  that  I  do  not  merit  such  a  lovely  gii'l. 
You  see,  your  counsel  and  the  verses  in  Psalm  37:4,  5,  6 
were  very  opportune.  So  despite  our  small  economic  possi- 
bilities, we  are  trusting  God  to  continue  to  help  us  as 
He  always  has. 

I  send  my  affectionate  greetings  to  your  parents  and 
the  Brethren  there.  We  hope  to  be  able  to  shake  your 
hand  soon  and  welcome  you  once  again  to  our  land, 
healthy  ,and  well,  to  continue  your  part  in  the  Brethren 
work  here,  for  we  consider  you  our  "elder  sister,"  whose 
counsel  and  desire  to  see  us  prosper  in  our  spiritual  lives 
endeared  you  to  the  students  who  knew  you. 

Your  brother  in  Christ,  Ricardo  Rivero. 

RICARDO  RIVERO  is  about  twenty-five,  a  member  of 
the  Rosario  congregation.  He  completed  two  years  in  the 
Bible  Institute  and  is  just  completing  a  year  and  a  half 
of  practical  work  in  the  field,  in  a  new  mission  point 
where  there  is  no  other  resident  worker.  Victoria  has  a 
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population  of  over  10,000  and  is  reached  by  ferry-boat 
across  the  Parana  River.  His  fiancee  lives  in  liuenos  Aires 
and  is  a  graduate  of  the  IJible  Institute,  a  wfili-qualified 
and  fine  Christian  girl. 


The  one  request  which  Kicardo  mentioned  to  me  when 
I  said  farewell  befoie  coming  to  the  States  was  that  I 
would  do  everything  possible  to  encourage  more  miHsion- 
aries  to  join  us  in  Aigentina  soon. — Jane  Byler, 


The  Holy  Spirit  Gomjorts  Us 

By  ELSIE  ROMANENGHI  POWELL 


WE  CAN  UNDERSTAND  THE  TRUTH  of  God  as 
Father,  and  God  as  Son,  but  sometimes  it  is  very 
difficult  for  young  Christians  to  contemplate  the  person 
of  God  as  Holy  Spirit. 

One  of  the  simplest  definitions  I  have  heard  is  this: 
God  for  us  is  the  Father.  G^d  on  behalf  of  us — is  the  Son, 
Christ.  God  in  us — is  the  Holy  Spirit. 

If  we  think  seriously  of  what  it  means  to  have  God  in 
us,  we  realize  what  a  marvelous  privilege  is  the  gift  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  It  is  further  an  exclusive  privilege  of  the 
believei- — and  not  of  the  world.  God  is  creator  of  all. 
Christ  is  Savior  for  all;  but  the  Holy  Spirit  is  the  com- 
forter only  for  us,  and  the  world  doesn't  know  Him,  nor 
can  they.  He  is  the  distinguishing  mark  of  the  Christian. 
It  is  He  who  distinguishes  us  from  non-believers,  for  He 
abides  in  the  one  who  is  born  again.  It  is  the  Holy  Spirit 
having  His  way  in  a  Christian's  life,  who  gives  a  like- 
ness to  Christ.  That  Christ-likeness  does  not  just  happen, 
nor  is  it  a  state  attained  by  works.  It  is  sad  to  realize 
that  many  times  the  Holy  Spirit  would  shine  in  our  lives 
brilliantly  and  reflect  the  very  image  of  Christ-in-us,  but 
because  of  our  unwillingness,  He  abides  quietly  hidden, 
not  able  to  exert  His  power. 

One  of  the  ways  we  can  be  sure  the  Holy  Spirit  abides 
in  us  is  when  we  receive  consolation  and  counsel  from 
above  in  times  of  affliction.  Our  first  reaction  when  we 
suffer  is  to  give  place  to  the  grief — that  is  human  and 
gives  expression  to  our  own  feelings.  But  the  Christian 
need  not  resort  to  this — we  need  only  to  lift  our  discour- 
aged faces  to  God  and  meditate:  "I  have  a  Heavenly  Fa- 
ther who  loves  me.  He  is  allowing  this  trial  for  my  good." 
With  humble  spirit,  full  of  resignation  and  love  toward 
the  Divine  Will  of  God,  even  when  we  do  not  understand 
— we  will  experience  the  consolation  which  is  most  beau- 
ful  of  all — the  Holy  Spirit  will  comfort  our  troubled 
hearts ! 

The  day  will  come  when  the  hard,  the  unjust,  the  had, 
or  the  cruel  experience  will  have  passed  and  we  with 
weeping  will  know  the  gentle  penetration  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  every  fibre  of  our  being,  and  then  will  come  the 
comprehension  of  the  hidden  wisdom  of  God  back  of  the 
trial. 

When  I  was  preparing  this  meditation,  He  gave  a  beau- 
tiful thought  to  my  heart : 

Lord  ...  Is  it  not  perhaps  my  weeping  that  I  hear  .  .  . 

Instead  of  Thy  woi'ds  of  consolation  ? 
T  shall  never  be  able  to  hear  Thee, 
If,  in  my  pain 

I  do  not  forget  my  grief, 
quiet  my  reason 


Silence  my  longing 
— -And  listen  to  Thy  sweet  consoling  voice. 
Lord  ...  Is  it  not  perhaps  at  my  cioss 

That  I  am  looking — 
Instead  of  seeing  Thy  cross  ?  Such  cioiel  Tree. 
I  shall  never  be  able  to  see  Thy  face 

So  full  of  divine  love. 

And  see  Thy  compassion  and  Thy  desire 
If  I  look  at  my  grief  and  not  see  Thee! 
Lord  ...  Is  it  not  my  sorrow  that  I  sustain, 
Bringing  hands  full  of  solicitudes  ? 

I  shall  never  be  able  to  grasp  Thy  hand, 
My  hands  are  holding  onto  my  grief. 
I  shall  let  go  this  fear  and  to  Thee  lift  my  heart; 
Then  will  I  find  in  Thee  the  peace  that  Thou  canst  give  I 

ELSIE  ROMANENGHI  POWELL  is  a  granddaughter 
of  Dr.  Yoder.  Her  mother  is  Eleanor,  his  eldest  daugh- 
ter. This  meditation  and  poem  were  prepared  by  Elsie  in 
Spanish  for  a  Sisterhood  meeting  in  Cordoba  about  three 
years  ago  when  she  was  eighteen.  It  was  at  the  time  of  my 
own  severe  illness  and  in  this  instance  I  was  ministered 
to  by  these  thoughts.  They  show  the  spiritual  insight  of 
this  talented  young  Christian. 

In  1951  Elsie  was  married  to  David  Powell,  a  fine 
Christian  professor  in  the  University  of  Coi"doba.  He  is 
the  son  of  English  missionaries  in  Argentina.  They  have 
a  dear  little  girl,  Adriana.  I  wanted  to  share  tliis  picture 
with  you. 

The  hope  of  the  evangelical  church  in  Argentina  lies 
in  the  second  and  third  generation  Chi-istians  who  are 
now  establishing  Christian  homes  of  their  own — whose  lit- 
tle ones  from  birth  will  hear  the  blessed  woixis  from  par- 
ents who  are  mature  in  their  spiritual  lives  and  will  know 
the  love  of  Christ  in  early  years.  Thank  God  for  the 
faithful  of  a  generation  ago,  and  may  He  grant  to  us  of 
this  era  courage  and  faith  to  carry  the  banner  high  and 
far. — Jane  Byler. 
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MRS.  ROB  BYLER  AND  CHILDREN 
ON  FURLOUGH 


J[  NE  BYLER— CORDOBA 


THINGS  AND  PERSONS  TO  PRAY  FOR 

FOR  EACH  MISSIONARY 

FOR  THE  NATIONAL  WORKERS  IN  ARGENTINA 

FOR  THE  MISSIONARY  CANDIDATES 

FOR  YOUNG  COUPLES  TO  VOLUNTEER  FOR  THE  AR- 
GENTINE FIELD 

FOR    THE    MISSIONARY    BOARD    AND    THE     OFFICE 

STAFF 

FOR  THE  GRANTING  OF  VISAS  TO  THE  SOLOMONS 


FOR  GUIDANCE  OF  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT  IN  OPENING  A 
NEW  WORK  IN  THE  PHILIPPINES 


FOR  A  GREATER    MISSIONARY    ZEAL    BASED    UPON 
THE  KNOWLEDGE  OF  ALL  BRETHREN  PEOPLE. 

FOR  GENEROUS  AND  ADEQUATE  GIVING    FOR    MIS- 
SIONS AT  EASTER  TIME 


Our  Financial  Goal  --  $50,000.00 


I 


MARCH  21,  1953 


PACK  FIFTEEN 


Nigeria,  Africa 


I  ■»^ » 


ly  7E  ARE  ENTERING  INTO  A  NEW  ADVENTURE  in 
Nigeria  with  the  intent  of  estabhshing  a  mission  station 
among  the  Higi  people  who  number  approximately  70,000. 
The  area  occupied  by  the  Higis  is  east  of  Lassa  in  the  north- 
eastern part  of  Nigeria.  It  is  on  the  border  of  this  area  that 
Bob  and  Bea  Bischof  are  at  present  stationed  as  they  study 
the  language,  the  people  and  their  customs. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  provide  buildings  and  facilities  in 
establishing  a  mission  station,  and  we  need  to  include  this 
fact  in  our  thinking  as  we  contemplate  giving  for  missions 
at  Easter  time. 

Approximately  $15,000  will  be  needed  within  the  next  three 
years  to  develop  this  station. 

Our  Missionaries  In  Nigeria 


VEDA  LISKEY— MARAMA 
Medical 


JANET  KING— JOS 

Educational 


BOB  AND  BEA  BISCHOF— LASSA 
General  and  Medical 


PACJE  SIXTEEN 


THE   BRETHREN   EVANGELIST 


A  New  Field  To  Harvest 


«  «  « 


>>»»     THE  PHILIPPINES 


'"Lift  up   your 
John  4  :35. 


eyes,  and   look  ow   the  fields.' 


IJi  4i  lij 

SOME  OF  OUR  BRETHREN  PEOPLE  and 
rjKjmbers  of  the  iMissionary  Board  have  felt 
for  some  time  that  if  we  were  to  fulfill  the  di- 
vine command  of  our  Lord  we  must  look  out  upon 
the  fields  where  the  work  of  evangelization  is 
needed.  Tiiis  the  Board  has  done  and  is  now  lay- 
ing the  g-round  work  for  entrance  into  the  Phil- 
ippines. 

SOME   FACTS  ABOUT  THE  PHILIPPINES 

This  triangular-shaped  group  of  Islands,  7000 
miles  westward  from  San  Francisco,  was  discov- 
ered by  Magellan  in  1521  and  conquered  by  Spain 
in  1569.  The  islands  were  ceded  to  the  United 
States  following  the  Spanish-American  war  in 
1898  and  by  an  act  of  Congress  achieved  the 
status  of  an  independent  republic  July  4,  1946. 
Of  the  nineteen  million  inhabitants  of  these 
islands,  two-thirds  are  Roman  Catholics,  378,- 
000  are  Protestants,  675,000  are  Moslems.  There 
ai^  626,000  so-called  pagans.  The  national  lan- 
guage is  Tagalog.  There  are  three  and  one-half 
million  children  attending  the  public  schools.  Ap- 
proximately five  million  P^ilipinos  speak  the  Eng- 
lish language. 

There  are  twenty  active  volcanos  in  the  islands, 
the  most  famous  of  which  is  on  Mt  Apo,  9,600 
feet  high  on  the  island  of  Mindanao. 

Rice,  pineapples,  hemp,  copra,  sugar  cane, 
corn,  tobacco,  bananas  and  oranges  are  produced 
in  abundance.  There  are  rich  deposits  of  gold,  sil- 
ver, lead,  zinc,  copper,  ii-on,  coal,  petroleum, 
chromite,  asbestos,  manganese,  clay,  marble  and 
.salt.  Foi-eign  trade  is  largely  with  the  United 
States. 


A  TYPICAL  MISSIONARY'S  WEEK 

A  typical  week  of  a  missionary  at  present  la- 
boring in  a  primitive  ai-ea  of  the  Philippines  is 
found  in  the  following  schedule : 

SUNDAY — Two  Sunday  schools  are  held  with 
two  preaching  services  in  different  towns,  and  an 
afternoon  Young  People's  Missionary  Society 
meeting. 

MONDAY  THROUGH  WEDNESDAY— Evan- 
gelistic meetings  are  conducted  with  the  evange- 
list in  six  towns,  using  the  public  address  sys- 
tem, religious  slides  and  necordings  in  native  dia- 
lect, and  distributing,  to  all  who  will  come,  Scrip- 
ture portions,  tracts  and  Bible  pictures.  Hundreds 
attend  these  services  and  will  stay  two  hours  lis- 
tening to  the  music  and  the  gospel  message.  The 
missionary  takes  along  his  woven  matt,  blanket, 
mosquito  net,  rifle,  rice  kettle  and  sardines.  He 
eats  in  native  style  and  sleeps  on  the  floor  of  a 
native  house. 

WEDNESDAY  EVENING— Prayer  meeting  is 
held  at  Bunawan, 

THURSDAY  THROUGH  SATURDAY— The 
missionaries'  work  includes  preparation  for  ser- 
vices, receiving  callers,  repairing  equipment,  an- 
swering correspondence  and  giving  general  ser- 
vice to  the  people  of  the  city.  On  Thursday  eve- 
ning young  people's  song  practice  is  held  at  the 
missionary  residence.  On  Friday  there  is  a  ser- 
vice at  the  National  Agricultural  High  School. — 
(from  Lights  In  the  World). 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glenn  (Doc  and  Jean  Heck) 
Shank  have  prepared  for  this  field  and  the  time 
of  their  departure  will  depend  somewhat  upon 
the  i^sponse  of  the  brotherhood  to  the  Easter 
Missionary  appeal.  REMEMBER  THIS  AS  YOU 
CONTEMPLATE  YOUR  EASTER  MISSION- 
ARY GIVING. 


EVERYONE  GIVING  SOMETHING  FOR  MISSIONS 

APRIL  5TH 


MARCH   21,  1963 
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fliwther  Step  Porward 


THE  SHIVELY  MISSIONARY  HOME 


Thanks  to  the  National  Layman's  Organization  we  have 
advanced  another  step  forward  in  our  missionary  program 
by  being  able  to  secure  a  home  in  which  to  house  our  fur- 
loughed  missionaries.  This  was  a  very  urgent  need. 

The  official  name  of  this  home,  located  at  1014  Grant 
Street,  at  the  southeast  corner  of  the  College  Campus,  is 
the  Shively  Missionary  Home.  It  is  at  present  occupied 
by  Mrs.  Robert  Byler  and  her  three  children. 

Some  improvements  were  necessary  to  make  living  a 
little  more  comfortable  and  convenient  for  those  who  were 
to  occupy  it.  The  paper  from  two  bedrooms  was  removed, 
and  these  rooms  were  painted.  Most  of  the  woodwork  in 
the  house,  including  the  floors,  was  varnished.  A  new  look 
was  given  to  the  kitchen  by  putting  an  archway  between 
it  and  the  dinette,  by  building  in  new  cupboards  and  by 
giving  it  a  complete  paint  job. 


The  floor  in  the  north  section  of  the  basement  was  re- 
moved and  replaced  by  new  conci'ete.  Some  new  watei- 
pipes  and  some  additional  electrical  wiring  needed  to  be 
added. 

Quite  a  bit  of  this  work  was  accomplished  with  volun- 
teer labor,  which  we  greatly  appreciated,  because  it  saved 
a  few  hundred  dollars  that  can  be  used  in  other  ways. 

W.  M.  S.  groups,  Sunday  School  classes,  and  individ- 
uals have  taken  as  projects  the  supplying  of  funds  for 
furnishings.  Some  of  the  furnishings  are  already  pur- 
chased and  other  necessary  items  will  be  purchased  as  the 
money  comes  in.  We  are  greatly  indebted  to  the  College 
for  the  use  of  several  pieces  of  furniture  during  this  in- 
terim period. 


THE  BIBLICAL  BASIS  OF  MISSIONS 

(Continued  from  Page  4) 

hath  sent  me,  even  so  send  I  you.  And  when  he 
had  said  this  he  breathed  on  them,  and  saith  unto 
them,  Receive  ye  the  Holy  Ghost:  Whose  soever 
sins  ye  remit,  they  are  remitted  unto  them;  and 
whose  soever  sins  ye  retain,  they  are  retained" 
(John  20:22,  23).  "When  he  (Christ)  saw  the 
multitudes,  he  was  moved  with  compassion  on 
them,  because  they  fainted,  and  were  scattered 
abroad,  as  sheep  having  no  shephei*d.  Then  saith 
he  unto  his  disciples.  The  harvest  is  plenteous, 
but  the  laborers  are  few';  Pray  ye  therefore  the 
Lord  of  the  harvest,  that  he  will  S'end  forth  la- 
bours into  his  harvest"   (Matthew  9:36-38). 

THE  GOAL  BEFORE  US  IS  TO  SPARE 
MULTITUDINOUS  MILLIONS  FROM  A 
DEVIL'S  HELL.     WE    KNOW    THAT    THESE 


MULTITUDES  WITHOUT  CHRIST  ARE 
HELL-BOUND  BECAUSE  THE  BIBLE  SAYS 
THEY  ARE.  WE  CAN  NO  LONGER  BE  SAT- 
ISFIED WITH  OUR  OWN  SALVATION:  WE 
MUST  PASS  IT  ON  TO  OTHERS.  "When  I  say 
unto  the  wicked,  0  wicked  man,  thou  shalt  surely 
die;  if  thou  dost  not  speak  to  warn  the  \\-icked 
from  his  way,  that  wicked  man  shall  die  in  his 
iniquity;  but  his  blood  will  I  require  at  thine 
hand"  (Ezek.  33:8).  Human  agency  is  involved 
in  the  redemption  of  a  lost  world. 

Our  Lord's  tragic  estimation  of  the  believer  ^\i■lo 
does  not  try  to  win  souls  is  that  the  salt  which  has 
lost  its  savour  "is  henceforth  good  for  nothing. 
but  to  be  cast  out.  and  to  be  trodden  under  foot 
of  men"  (Matthew  5:13).  God  has  no  other  plan 
— Wherewith  shall  it  be  salted?" 


— Huntington. 


Indiana. 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


"THK  PLACE  OF  PRAYER  IN  A 
MISSIONARY   PROGRAM" 

(Continued  fi-oni  Page  5) 

call  on  God  and  He  will  help  us.  It  seems  to  me 
that  this  motiiod  is  the  surest  way  of  making  a 
class- A  failure.  Man  should  never  say  to  God,  "1 
will  do  all  I  can  until  I  can  do  nothing  further, 
then  you  stcji  in  and  finish    my    work    for    me." 


MISSIONS  IN  THE  YOUTH  PROGRAM 

(Continued  from  Page  8) 

ZINE  AND  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  QUARTERLY. 
These  two  publications  lay  great  emphasis  upon 
the  importance  of  missions,  particularly  the 
Brethren  Youth  Magazine.  This  monthly  maga- 
zine has  an  article  of  missionary  significance  in 
almost  every  issue.  For  'example,  in  the  last  issue 
appeared  an  article  on  tlie  Brethren  summer 
camp  in  Argentina. 

SIXTH:  THE  SUMMER  CAMP  PROGRAM. 
While  the  camp  program  is  not  supervised  by 
Brethren  Youth,  nevertheless  it  offers  courses 
that  are  of  definite  value  to  our  young  people  in 
better  understanding  missions.  Here  are  some  of 
the  camp  courses  that  pertain  to  missions :  Mis- 
sionaiy  Heroes  (Ancient,  Medieval,  and  Mod- 
ern) ;  Brethren  History;  the  Early  Church;  Mis- 
sions: and  the  Life  of  Paul.  Courses  such  as  these 
give  our  young  people  a  better  knowledge  of  the 
world-wide  program  of  missionary  expansion 
during  the  entire  Christian  era. 

SEVENTH:  THE  ANNUAL  BRETHREN 
YOUTH  CONFERENCE.  Last  year  something 
was  started  at  Conference  which  will  undoubt- 
edly become  a  regular  part  of  the  Cf>nference 
program     a   mi.ssion   pi-ayer  meeting.     In   addi- 


Neither,  "You  show  m-e  how,  Lord,  and  I  will  do 
the  work.  His  true  humility  will  force  him  to  say, 
"Lord,  you  do  IT  ALL,  THROUGH  MET 

Missionaries  are  CALLED  by  the  Voice  of 
prayer;  they  should  be  SENT  on  the  wings  of 
prayer,  and  SUSTAINED  by  the  nourishing  and 
consoling  power  of  prayer.  WE  NEED  A 
PRAYER  PROGRAM  in  the  Brethren  Church. 

— Canton,  Ohio. 


tion,  one  of  the  speakers  at  a  past  Brethren 
Youth  Conference  was  Dr.  Donald  Davies,  a  for- 
mer missionary  in  Ethiopia,  who  brought  the 
scope  of  missions  into  the  realm  of  the  practical 
for  our  young  people.  (Note:  the  speaker  this 
year  at  the  Brethren  Youth  Conference  will  be 
Dr.  Harold  Kuhn  of  Asbury  Seminary.  Although 
he  is  not  a  missionary.  Dr.  Kuhn  has  preached  in 
almost  every  country  of  the  world  and  is  very 
familiar  with  all  the  existing  conditions  and 
problems.) 

EIGHTH:    BRETHREN    YOUTH    RALLIES. 

In  rallies  of  our  young  people,  it  is  very  often 
that  the  theme  of  missions  is  emphasized.  I  was 
recently  at  a  Brethren  Youth  rally  at  which  Mrs. 
Jane  Byler  delivered  tw^o  very  inspiring  and  chal- 
lenging missionary  messages. 

Certainly  these  facts  should  show  you  that 
Brethren  Youth  and  our  missionary  program  are 
inseparably  united.  A  youth  program  without 
missionary  emphasis  is  of  no  value;  a  missionary 
program  without  an  active  youth  oi'ganization  is 
weak  and  inconsequential.  Brethren  Youth  is 
helping  the  Mission  Board  in  every  possible  way 
to  further  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ:  are  you 
doing  your  part  ? 

— Ashland,  Ohio. 
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On  ^ivinoi   To   fflissions 


The  manner  and  method  used  in  giving  to  the  mission- 
ary program  need  to  be  given  some  study  and  considera- 
tion at  this  time.  Regular  and  periodic  giving  have  proved 
to  be  most  helpful  in  f;xpediting  the  planning  and  budget- 
ing for  our  program  of  outreach.  The  gifts  that  come  in 
through  thf-  p:aster  offering  and  those  that  come  quar- 
terly from  some  churches  using  a  budget  system  aie  basic 
in  determining  what  will  be  planned  for  the  year's  work. 
The  willingness  of  some  churches  to  pledge  a  certain 
amount  for  the  support  of  a  specific  missionary  oi-  mission- 
ary candidate  helps  tremendously  in  the  Board's  planning 
of  the  work.   All   other  giving  of  an   incidental   nature  is 


of  great  benefit  and  greatly  appreciated,  but  it  does  not 
enable  us  to  project  the  program  for  the  year  ahead. 

Looking  at  our  giving  in  the  above  way  is  not  an  evi- 
dence of  a  lack  of  faith,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  the 
realization  of  the  fact  that  the  missionary  advance  is  de- 
pendent upon  your  faith  as  well  as  the  Board's.  Your 
giving  is  an  evidence  of  your  faith  in  God  as  well  as  evi- 
dence of  your  willingness  to  take  Christ  to  a  benighted 
world.  It  is  the  faith  of  all  of  us,  which  faith  when  ex- 
ercised and  declared  becomes  material  substance — our 
gifts — thus  proving  the  reality  of  the  invisible.  In  this 
way  God  uses  our  collective  faith  and  gifts  for  great  ac- 
complishments. 
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CHURCHES  SUPPORTING   MISSIONARIES— 
WHOLLY  OR  IN   PART 

A   iiuniljcr   of  oui'   Brethren  chuicheK,   in  attempting  to       part.  Tiii;  i'oliovving  is  a  lint  of  nuHHionaricH,  children,  and 
make  gi\ing   for  missions  more  personal,  have  indicated       the  churches  that  have  undertaken  their  support: 
a    desire    to    support    a   certain    missionary    wholly   or   in  ,    m^,    , 


BEATRICE  BISCHOF 
ROBERT  BISCHOF' 
JANE  .BYLER 
ROBERT  BYLER 
DAVID  BYLER 
SUSAN  BYLER 
STEPHEN  BYLER 
JUNE  BYLER 
JANET  KING 
VEDA  LISKjEY 
JEAN  SHANK 
JEANNETTE  SOLOMON 


Ashland,  Ohio 

Roann,  Indiana 

Elkhart,  Indiana 

Elkhart,  Indiana    ■ 

New  Lebanon,  Ohio  (Children's  Dep't) 

North  Manchester,  Ind.  (Children's  Dep'tj 

Tucson,  Arizona  (Children's  Dep't) 

Louisville,  Ohio 

New  Lebanon,  Ohio  &  Ohio  District  W.  M.  S. 

Bethlehem,  Virginia 

Hagerstown,  Maryland 

Lanark,  Illinois 


In  addition   to  the  missionaries  and  candidates    whose       fees,  outfit  allowances  and  many  other  items  are  yet  to 
support  has  not  yet  been  subscribed  by  any  chui'ch,  work       be  cared  for. 
budgets,    traveling   expenses,   furlough   expenses,   medical  4)  4|j  l|l 


BITS   OF   THE   BRETHREN  PHILOSOPHY  OF  MISSIONS 


The  task  of  the  missionary  is  many-fold,  and  to  accom- 
plish the  assignments  acceptably,  the  best  spiritual  and 
educational  preparation  is  necessary. 

Regardless  of  the  particular  work  to  which  the  mis- 
sionary has  beeen  called,  whether  it  be  teaching,  writing, 
healing,  preaching  or  counselling,  the  goal  ever  before 
him  is  to  bring  the  "Good  News"  to  those  who  have  not 
heard.  In  every  category  of  work  evangelization  must 
play  the  predominant  role. 

Two  pai-allel  lines  of  strategy  are  in  operation  in  the 
Argentina  work:  (1)  evangelization  in  untouched  areas  of 
the  cities  and  nearby  towns;  and  (2)  development  of 
chui-ch  leadership  in  all  of  its  phases  to  consolidate  the 
gains  of  evangelism.  This  implies  an  inclusive  program, 
from  the  pastor  all  the  way  down  throiigh  the  categories 
to  the  most  lowly  worker  in  the  church  or  Sunday  School. 
This  we  believe  to  be  the  most  effective  plan  for  bring- 
ing the  Gospel  message  speedily  to  Argentina. 


The  objective  of  the  Church  in  her  missionary  task  is 
held  to  be  the  evangelization  of  the  world  which  means 
the  reaching  of  every  tribe  and  nation  with  the  message 
of  eternal  life.  It  does  not  imply  that  the  whole  world 
will  of  necessity  become  distinctly  Christian. 

Growing  out  of  the  task  of  evangelizing  the  world  will 
come  the  desire  to  win  individual  men  and  women  for 
Christ,  and  when  we  have  properly  evangelized,  men  and 
women  will  be  won. 

Just  as  there  is  responsibility  to  evangelize,  so  there 
is  responsibility  to  bring  those  won  for  Christ  into  the 
Church  for  fellowship  and  obedience  ^o  the  divine  com- 
mand. Such  groups  must  become  self-supporting,  self- 
governing,  and  self -propagating,  after  being  taught  to 
"observe  all  things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you." 
The  fruit  of  these  regenerated  lives  will  be  reflected  in 
society's  moral  and  ethical  standards,  and  as  such,  social 
improvement    becomes    the    by-product    of    Christianity. 


TOTT 


II 


WE   ARE   LABORERS  TOGETHER  WITH   GOD" 


The  task  of  guiding  and  directing  a  missionary  pro- 
gram is  not  an  easy  one.  There  are  many  problems  in  the 
various  phases  involving  proper  selection  and  training  of 
candidates,  financing  the  program,  making  arrangements 
for  all  phases  of  developments  on  the  field,  caring  for 
furloughed  missionaries,  planning  for  deputation  work 
among  the  home  churches,  and  many  other  parts  of  the 
work  essential  to  proper  administration. 

Your  Missionary  Board  is  constantly  working  and  plan- 


ning to  meet  the  growing  responsibilities  of  an  expand- 
ing program.  The  office  staff  is  attempting  to  do  every- 
thing possible  to  keep  up  A\ith  this  program,  but  finds  it 
impossible  with  only  two  members,  in  spite  of  the  many 
extra  hours  of  work  that  are  being  added  each  week.  In 
the  face  of  these  facts,  we  appeal  to  the  whole  bi-other- 
hood  to  uphold  our  hands  in  prayer,  lest  we  fail  in  this 
great  task  before  us. 
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THiE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


Topic   For  March  29.   19r>;? 

THE  CHKISTIAN   AM)  HIS  PKAYEH   LIKK 

Matt.  6:9-13:   l.uko   11:9-13;  Phil.   1:3-11;   I   The.ss  .-):17 

THE  ONE  WHO  WOULD  SUCCEED  in  the  Christian 
life  must  lead  a  life  of  prayer.  Paul  says,  "Pray 
without  ceiising"  (I  Thcss.  5:17).  Since  "prayer  is  the 
Christian's  vital  breath,"  be  sure  that  you  have  plenty  of 
spiritual  breath  to  "run  with  patience  the  race  that  is  set 
before  you."  Daniel  prayed  three  times  a  day.  That  is 
the  ."secret  of  his  being  able  to  purpose  in  his  heart  that 
he  would  not  defile  himself  with  evil.  David's  testimony 
is,  "Evening  and  morning,  and  at  noon  will  I  pray" 
(Psijlm  55:17).  Lift  your  heart  to  God  constantly  in 
prayer  as  you  go  about  your  work.  He  will  answer  every 
question!  He  will  solve  every  problem!  He  will  lift  every 
burden!  He  will  supply  every  need!  Keep  your  heart 
tuned  to  heaven.  Prayer  removes  the  static  and  gives  you 
a  clear  channel  to  the  Throne  of  Grace. 

1.  GOD  HEARS  AND  ANSWERS  PRAYERS!  He  is 
able  to  do,  and  does,  "exceedingly  abundant  above  all  we 
ask  or  think."  Here  is  an  actual  story  told  by  an  Amei- 
ican  soldier  during  the  last  war  as  it  was  given  in  a 
letter  to  the  director  of  Religious  education  in  his  home 
church.  He  repoi-ts:  I  was  captured  by  the  Japanese 
with  five  of  my  pals.  I  had  to  see  my  comrades  one  by 
one  killed.  I  knew  that  within  a  few  moments,  I,  too, 
would  be  killed.  I  said  the  Twenty-third  Psalm.  I  said  the 
Lord's  Prayer,  and  then  I  stai-ted  to  think  things  over. 
Trembling  from  head  to  foot  I  whistled  the  tune  of  "We 
Gather  Together."  My  thoughts  turned  back  to  the  old 
home  crowd,  our  church,  and  various  individuals  in  it.  I 
began  to  realize  then  that  I  was  not  alone;  that  God 
wa.s  with  me.  Now  I  was  no  longer  afraid.  Then  what  do 
you  suppose  happened?  I  could  hardly  believe  my  ears! 
Someone  joined  me  in  whistling  .  .  .  my  Japanese  captoi'! 
Soon  we  both  broke  into  the  words  of  the  hymn,  he  in 
Japanese,  I  in  English.  I  was  interrupted  in  my  thinking 
by  his  words  in  perfect  English:  ^'I  never  cease  to  won- 
der at  the  magnificance  of  Christian  hymns."  Stai'tled,  I 
jumped  and  we  both  laughed.  He  had  learned  to  speak 
English  in  Christian  mission  schools.  At  his  sugge.stion  we 
knelt  in  the  mud  and  prayed  for  suffering  humanity  and 
for  peace  again  on  earth  and  good  will  toward  men. 

2.  JESUS,  OUR  f:XAMPLE.  Every  big  decision  of  Je- 
sus' life  was  made  in  conference  with  His  Father  who 
showed  Him  what  was  expected  of  Him.  Before  He  ate 
with  His  friends  He  gave  thanks.  When  He  divided  bread 
and  fish  among  a  large  company  seated  on  a  hillside.  He 
first  expressed  gratitude  for  having  food  that  could  be 
.shared.  He  offered  thanks  at  the  last  supper  He  had  with 
His  di.sciples  when  He  was  facing  death.  Jesus  "went  up 
into  the  hills  by  Himself  to  pray"  away  from  crowds 
where  He  found  quiet,  a  view  of  sky  and  country,  and 
peace.    Sometimes    He   would   spend   the   entire    night    in 


communion  with  the  Father,  which  He  needed  more  than 
sleep.  Even  though  He  was  God  Himself  yet  through  His 
example  we  see  that  long  before  the  dawn,  He  would 
set  apart  hours  to  pray,  preparing  for  meeting  sick  and 
suffering  ones  who  awaited  His  coming.     , 

3.  HIS  DISCIPLES.  (Even  they  disappointed  Him  at 
times  and  misundei'stood  His  purpose.  One  day  they  were 
caught  quarreling  among  themselves  as  to  which  of  them 
was  the  most  important.  Jesus  singled  out  Simon  Peter 
with,  "Simon,  Simon,  behold,  Satan  demanded  to  have 
you,  that  he  might  sift  you  like  wheat,  but  I  have  prayed 
for  you  that  your  faith  may  not  fail;  and  when  you  have 
turned  again,  strengthen  your  brethren"  (Luke  22:31,  32). 
How  fully  this  prayer  was  answered  after  the  death  of 
Jesus  when  Peter  preached  what  he  had  learned  from 
his  Master!  He  powerfully  moved  the  big  audience  say- 
ing, 'IRepent,  and  be  baptized  every  one  of  you  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ  for  the  forgiveness  of  your  sins; 
and  you  shall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit"  (Acts 
2:38)  ..."  those  who  received  his  word  were  baptized, 
and  there  were  added  that  day  about  three  thousand 
souls.  And  they  devoted  themselves  to  the  apostles'  teach- 
ing and  fellowship,  to  the  breaking  of  bread  and  in 
prayers."  (Acts  2:41,  42). 

4.  THE  PRAYERS  OF  JESUS.  Into  the  prayers  of  Je- 
sus we  look  to  find  His  deepest  desires  and  the  innei' 
springs  which  controlled  His  actions.  "Father,  glorify  thy 
name"  (John  12:28a)  was  His  prayer  when  He  was  great- 
ly troubled  and  He  knew  that  certain  death  awaited  Him. 
He  prayed  that  both  His  living  and  His  dying  might 
bring  honor  to  His  Father.  Under  the  same  circumstances 
of  personal  crisis  we  hear  the  only  long  prayer  of  His 
ever  recorded  and  that  is  a  prayer  for  His  friends  rather 
than  for  Himself.  This  prayer  is  found  in  the  17th  Chap- 
ter of  John.  Reading  this  whole  chapter,  you  will  get  the 
wonder  and  beauty  of  prayer  coming  from  a  heart  free 
from  selfish  feelings  and  any  sins  of  this  world. 

5.  JESUS  AND  HIS  PRAYER  LIFE  THROUGH  SUF-| 
FERING.  As  you  listen  again  you  hear  Him  praying  in 
the  Garden  of  Gethsemane:  "Father,  all  things  are  pos- 
sible to  thee;  remove  this  cup  from  me;  yet  not  what  I 
will,  but  what  thou  wilt."  Mark  14:36b.  Three  times  in 
succession  He  cried  out  this  prayer  in  distress,  as  He 
knelt  in  the  Garden,  before  He  was  arrested,  tried  and 
crucified.  His  decision  to  make  the  will  of  the  Father  the 
rule  of  His  life,  when  He  entered  the  ministry,  upheld 
Him.  He  would  not  fail  though  the  price  was  great.  On 
the  cross  Jesus  spoke  seven  times.  Three  of  these  price- 
less sayings  are  prayers.  They  are: 

"My  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me?"  Mat- 
thew 27:46;  Psalm  22:1.  The  suffering  is  almost  greater 
than  can  be  endured.  He  feels  that,  for  the  moment  at 
least,  His  Father  has  left  Him  to  bear  up  alone.  i 

"Father,  forgive  them:  for  they  know  not  what  they  ' 
do."  Luke  23:34.  He  has  regained  the  sure  sense  of  His 
Father's  presence.  Was  ever  love  equal  to  His  who  for- 
gave the  greatest  wrong  and  who  did  not  condemn   the 
wrong-doers  ? 

Father,  into  thy  hands  I  commit  my  Spirit!  Luke  23:  ' 
46.  As  in  the  first  prayer  mentioned  in  the  Garden,  so  in 
the  final  one,  Jesus  begins  with  the  word,  "Father!"  Jesus 
teaches  us  here  loyalty  as  a  key  to  faithfulness  in  service 
unto  God.  "Ask  and  it  will  be  given  you;  seek,  and  you 
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will    find;    knock,    and    it    will    be    opened    lo    you."      Luke 
11:9. 

WITHOUT  PRAYiER  a  Christian  is  like  a  divci^  at  the 
bottom  of  the  sea  without  air,  or  a  fireman  on  top  of  a 
burning  building  holding  a  hose  with  no  water  in  it.  What 
young  people  need  today  is  a  real  Christian  prayer  life. 
You  can  make  no  greater  resolve  as  you  stand  on  the  rin: 
of  the  unborn  tomor'iow  than  to  pi'ay  more;  even  as  Jesus 
prayed. 


Prayer  ffleetincj 
Studies 


CHRIST  IS  RISEN  INDEED! 

Theology  is  but  a  scheme 

Of  logic  wrought  in  air, 
And  history  a  troubled  dream, 

If  Christ  be  wanting  there. 

The  grave  conceals  a  mystery 
To  which  God  holds  the  key, 

I  need  the  Christ  of  Calvary 
To  open  it  for  me. 

For  life  and  hope  and  destiny 
Are  shrouded  in  its  gloom. 

My  proof  of  immortality 
Lies  in  the  empty  tomb. 

I  know  not  how  the  Lord  arose 

And  passed  out  into  day; 
Enough  for  me    the    linen    clothes, 

And  place  whereon  He  lay. 

A  glorious  fact,  not  theory. 
Supports  my  simple  creed; 

I  build  my  whole  theology 
On  "Christ  is  risen  indeed." 


-Sel. 


THE  HEATHEN  AND  THE  MODERNIST  apply  the 
idea  of  immortality  to  the  soul  only.  The  doctrine  of 
the  resurrection  of  the  human  body  comes  neither  from 
nature  nor  from  science  but  from  the  Bible  (1  Cor.  15: 
35).  The  Bible,  proven  to  be  the  Word  of  God,  is  the 
highest  evidence  of  the  resurrection  of  the  dead  (Isaiah 
26:19).  The  righteous  dead  shall  rise  (Romans  8:11).  All 
that  are  in  the  graves  shall  come  forth  (Daniel  12:2; 
John  5:28,  29).  The  bodily  resurrection  is  not  an  absurd- 
ity, but  a  mystery,  for  it  involves  the  agency  of  infinite 
power  to  accomplish  it.  Every  objection  to  resurrection 
truth  is  answered  by  Scripture  (Matt.  22:29;  Acts  26:8). 
We  have  the  evidence  of  the  resui'rection  of  the  human 
body  in  the  resurrection  of  Christ  (1  Cor.  15:12,  13).  If 
the  first  Adam  brought  death  by  his  fall,  it  is  reasonable 
that  Christ  as  the  second  Adam  should  by  His  life,  death 
and  resurrection  bring  life  (Romans  5:17;  1  Cor.  15:20- 
22).  If  it  was  necessary  for  Christ  to  complete  the  plan 
of  salvation  by  His  own  resurrection  (1  Cor.  15:17)  it  is 


also  necessary  to  compiot*;  the  execution  of  the  plan  which 
involves  the  resurrection  of  man  (1  Cor.  15:2.'i;.  The 
"first  fruits"  is  a  pledge  of  a  gloriouH  harvent. 

The  plan  of  human  redemption  must  neccHBarily  em- 
brace the  lesurrection  of  the  body  because  both  Wly  and 
soul  are  God's  (1  Coi-.  6:19,  2()).  Both  are  purcha-sed  by 
the  blood  of  Christ,  and  the  U>dy  a.s  the  sanctified  temple 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  cannot  perish  forever  (Romans  8:2.'ij. 
What  did  Chri.st  declaie  Himself  to  be  when  speaking 
with  reference  to  the  dead  Lazarus  (John  11:25;'.'  Bod- 
ily resurrection  was  the  theme  of  apostolic  preaching 
(Acts  4:2).  The  resurrection  through  Christ  is  embraced 
in  redemption  (2  Tim.  1:10).  If  the  lesuirection  pertains 
only  to  the  soul  and  not  the  body  of  man,  then  man  is 
but  half  redeemed,  and  redemption  is  but  half  a  plan  in 
restoring  man  from  the  ravages  of  sin ! 

Jesus  raised  Lazarus  from  the  dead  during  His  re- 
demptive mission  on  earth.  Death  heard  and  obeyed  Him 
then,  and  certainly  will  again  (John  11:43,  44;  5:28,  29). 
When  Jesus  was  completing  redemption's  plan  the  grave.s 
were  opened  and  m.any  bodies  of  the  saints  arose  (Matt. 
27:52).  The  remedy  is  as  universal  as  the  disease,  or 
Christ's  mission  is  a  failui'^  (1  Cor.  15:24-28;  Hos,  13: 
14)!  He  must  save  us  from  sin  and  its  results  (Heb. 
2:14,  15).  Death  is  His  enemy  and  ours  (Rev.  20:14; 
21:4).  For  "with  what  body"  and  the  "how"  of  the  res- 
urrection, read  1  Cor.  15:42-44;  Phil.  3:21. 


Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vana+or 


Lesson  for  March  29.  1953 

CHRIST  DIED  FOR  OUR  SINS 

Lesson:  Matthew  27:32-44,  54 

TODAY  we  deal  with  the  crucifixion  of  Jesus.  This  is 
a  subject  we  need  approach  with  much  meditation  and 
humbleness,  never  failing  to  remember  that  had  Jesus 
failed  to  go  to  the  cross  for  us  we  would  yet  be  without 
a  Savior  and  would  be  in  the  same  relation  to  God  as 
were  the  people  who  lived  prior  to  this  great  event. 

Have  you  ever  paused  to  think  just  what  all  this  would 
mean  tc(  you  ?  First  of  all  we  would  be  back  on  the  same 
relationship  with  God  which  was  to  be  found  in  the  Jew- 
ish Race — namely,  with  the  necessity  of  offering  of  ani- 
mal sacrifices  to  restore  a  right  relation  between  man 
and  God.  Second,  w^e  would  be  living  under  the  law  of  re- 
ligious activity — the  keeping  of  the  feasts,  the  strict  ob- 
servance of  the  ceremonial  laws  as  related  to  worship  in 
the  Temple.  Third,  we  would  have  access  to  God  only 
through  the  mediation  of  the  priesthood  of  the  day.  The 
Passover  Lamb  would  still  have  to  be  slain  as  of  old.  We 
would  be  in  just  the  same  position  as  the  Jews  of  old — 
still  looking  for  a  coming  Messiah. 

But  stop  a  moment!  In  the  above  paragraph  I  have 
said  '''we"  would  be  doing  these  things.  Not  so.  We  are 
Gentiles,    not   Jews.    W^e,    as    sucli.    would   very    likely   be 
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pa^ns.  worshipping  all  sorts  of  gods,  in  constant  fear 
and  dread  of  death,  and  even  of  the  future.  Our  sins 
would  not  even  conio  under  the  blood  of  the  Passo\or 
Lamb  for  purging.  Wo  couldn't  feel  that  wo  wore  any 
part  of  Jehovah's  people — or  even  care  to  be. 

Jiut.  thank  God,  He  did  die  upon  tho  cross,  not 
alone  for  the  sins  of  the  Jewish  race,  but  for  ALL  man- 
kind, for  did  not  Jesus  say,  "Other  sheep  have  I  .  .  .  " 
and  are  we  not  included  in  those  "other  sheep?" 

The  key  to  our  meditation  can  bo  found  in  tlu>  words 
chosen  for  the  "Golden  Text"  which  reads  thus,  "God 
commended  his  love  toward  us.  in  that  while  we  were 
yet  sinners,  Christ  died  for  us."  (Romans  5:8).  There  are 
three  phrases  in  this  verse  which  really  cover  our  les- 
son, and  cover  it  well:  1.  "His  love";  2.  "we  were  yet 
sinnei-s";  3.  ^'Christ  died  for  us."  Let  us  relate  these  to 
the  crucifixion. 

"His  Love.'"  It  was  God's  love  for  the  world  that  sent 
Jesus,  God's  only  begotten  Son,  into  the  world,  that  He 
might  suffer  death  on  the  cross  for  us.  John  says,  "God 
so  loved  .  .  .  that  he  gave  ..."  Paul  in  Ephesians 
3:1  Iff,  sends  forth  the  hope  that  all  may  know  the  "eter- 
nal purpose  which  he  (God)  purposed  in  Christ  Jesus  our 
Loixl,"  and  that  in  the  end  we  might  "be  able  to  compre- 
hend and  know  the  love  of  Christ  which  passeth  knowl- 
edge ..."  It  wius  such  a  love — '^hat  which  passeth 
knowledge" — which  sent  Jesus  to  the  cross. 

"We  were  yet  sinners."  Paul  reminds  us  "that  all  have 
sinned  and  come  short  of  the  glory  of  God."  God  knew 
when  He  created  man  a  free  moral  agent — one  who  could 
think  and  choose  and  act  in  his  own  way — that  in\  his 
humanity  he  would  need  a  Savior;  that  he  would  sin  and 
consequently  alienate  himself  from  God.  (Space  forbids 
further  dealing  with  this  at  this  time.)  .But  that  ex- 
plains why  God  prepared  a  Savior  in  the  person  of  His 
Son  "before  the  foundation  of  the  world,"  and  sent  Him 
"while  we  were  yet  sinners,"  that  He  might  pay  the  pen- 
alty for  our  sins  upon  the  cross. 

"Christ  died  for  us."  Let  us  make  it  pei'sonal  today.  He 
died  for  me;  He  died  for  you;  He  died  willingly  that  we 
might  have  our  sins  washed  away  in  HIS  blood.  Is  it  any 
wonder  then,  that  even  the  centuiion  could  recognize  Him 
for  what  He  was — the  Divine  Son  of  God  ? 

Yes,  He  died  foi*  us  I  But  fortunately  we  do  not  close 
the  story  with  His  death,  and  while  we  leave  Him  in  the 
tomb  as  we  close  this  quarter's  lessons,  we  do  it  in  the 
knowledge  that  when  we  open  the  new  quarter  we  find  it 
brings  to  us,  like  it  did  to  tho.se  who  watched  at  the 
tomb,  all  the  glories  of  the  Resurrection. 
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BERLIN,   PENNSYLVANIA 

It  has  been  a  month  now  since  we  left  our  pastorate  at 
Fairhaven,  and  we  shall  hold  many  memories  and  ac- 
quaintances dear  to  us  for  a  long  time  to  come.  We  closed 
our  sei-vices  with  the  Fairhaven  people,  January  18th. 
We  wish  to  thank  our  friends  there,  for  the    many    kind 


thoughts  luid  deeds  they  did  for  us.  Especially  do  we 
thank  them  for  the  lovely  farewell  Family  Night  get-to- 
gether they  had  for  us,  presenting  us  with  a  rocking 
chair  from  the  Church  as  a  body,  and  a  table  lamp  from 
the  Young  People's  Sunday  School  Class.  Their  thoughts 
behind  these  gifts  shall  never  be  forgotten.  They  are 
both  lovely  pieces  of  furniture. 

We  also  wish  to  congratulate  our  Fairhaven  friends  on 
their  choice  of  a  new  Pastor,  and  we  wish  Phil  Lersch 
God's  richest  blessings  as  he  works  and  serves  with  them. 

We  are  getting  settled  quite  well  in  our  new  parsonage 
at  Berlin,  Pa.,  and  the  folks  here  are  most  gracious  and 
friendly  towards  us. 

Lyle  Lichtenberger. 

FAIRHAVEN,  OHIO 

Sunday,  March  1st,  w^as  Phil  Lersch's  first  Sunday  serv- 
ing as  regular  Pastor  of  the  Fairhaven  Brethren  Church, 
near  Lattasburg,  Ohio.  Phil  is  the  second  member  of  the 
Ambassadors'  Quartet  to  serve  this  church  as  Pastor.  The 
preceding  Pastor,  and  organizer  of  the  original  Ambas- 
sadors' Quartet  was  Lyle  Lichtenberger.  It  was  during  his 
pastorate  here  that  he  was  ordained  to  the  Brethren  min- 
istry. 

Fairhaven  has  indeed  been  fortunate  in  obtaining  the 
services  of  two  such  talented  young  men  who  have  gained 
a  wealth  of  experience  as  members  of  this  Quartet  which 
has  visited  very  nearly  every  Brethren  church  of  the  De- 
nomination. We  are  also  pardonably  proud  of  the  many 
other  former  students  of  Ashland  College  and  Seminary 
who  served  their  first  pastorates  here,  and  have  gone  on 
to  successful  careers  in  the  Brethren  ministry. 

Walker  K.  Rutt, 

Cor.  Sec.  of  Fairhaven  Brethren  Church. 
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AND  YET  .  .  . 

We  did  not  sentence  Jesus, 
Or  prod  Him  up  that  hill 
Of  mingled  prayer  and  anguish, 
To  do  the  Father's  will. 

We  took  no  part  in  platting 
Those  thorns,  we  drove  no  nail; 
None  of  us  felt  that  earthquake; 
We  were  not  there  to  rail. 

No  one  has  ever  measured 
A  blackness  so  intense — 
Yet,  how  we  crucify  Him 
V/ith  our  indifference. 

— Annabelle  Merrifield. 
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THE  EDITOR'S  PULPIT      " 

"'GO   ye:,!'— ASSET  OR   LIABILITY?" 
(Continued  from  Page  3) 

nt  and  new  missionary  endeavors  reach  deep  into  your 
3ul  and  bless  you  into  giving  your  greatest  mission  of- 
ering.  Accept  your  cross  of  sei-vice-  Go  ye  into  all  the 
'^orld  through  your  Mission  offering,  through  your 
rayers  and  through  the  offering  of  your  lives. 

Our  ]eade)-s  have  the  vision — the  faith — .They  need  our 
rayers,  our  gifts.  BRETHREN  HAVE  THE  MONEY. 
,ET'S  SAVE  SOULS  WITH  IT  THROUGH  MISSIONS, 
•ersonally,  the  Editor  has  been  touched  and  warmed  by 
he  sincerity  and  depth  and  earnestness  of  appeal  of  the 
rticles  which  have  gone  into  this  issue  of  THE  (EVAN- 
GELIST. 

By  the  time  the  articles  appear  as  you  read  them  here- 
1,  the  lEditor  has  read  each  one  at  least  three  times, 
'irst,  as  they  came  to  him  in  manuscript  form.  Second, 
fter  they  were  set  in  type  and  were  "proof-read"  as 
alley-proofs.  The  third  reading  was  done  when  they  were 
1  the  form  of  "page-proofs,"  when  they  appeared  in 
ize  and  shape  as  you  find  them  here,  at  which  time  they 
,'ere  read  again  to  correct  reading  before  being  I'un  on 
he  press.  Each  reading  of  these  articles,  this  week,  has 
ispired  us  in  this  missionary  appeal.  We  are  recommend- 
ig  to  you  that  you  take  the  time  and  read  and  re-read 
hese-  articles,  for  each  time  will  prove  to  be  a  blessing 
3  you. 

WHAT  CAN  WE  SAY? 

We  have  pondered  and  pondered,  as  Editor,  as  to  what 
0  say  and  how  to  say  it,  that  will  bring  the  Brethren 
Church  to  the  place  where  we  shall  see  the  blessing  of 
he  greatest  mission  offering  in  history. 

There's  only  one  way  we  know — A  ship,  struggling 
hrough  the  north  seas  one  winter's  day  lost  its  battle 
k'ith  the  freezing  w.aters.  Soon  the  ship  was  surrounded 
ly  icey  Propellers  did  nothing  but  churn  and  churn — the 
hip  remained  immovable.  The  days  passed,  until  one 
lay,  the  sun,  in  its  ever  rising  orbit  across  the  sky  came 
0  the  place  where  its  rays  shone  directly  upon  the  ice- 
lound  vessel  of  the  seas.  When  the  rays  of  warmth  from 
he  sun  had  done  their  work,  the  ship  floated  free,  and 
he  powerful  propellers  were  able  to  drive  the  ship  to  its 
estination. 

We  can  urge  and  urge,  but  our  pocketbooks  will  re- 
aain  closed,  and  mission  offerings  will  remain  small — 
0  matter  how  much  we  "churn  and  churn."  The  propel- 
ers  of  mission  plan^  will  churn  meaninglessly — until  all 
brethren  permit  the  warmth  and  love  of  God  to  thaw  us 
lut.  When  that  happens — "Go  ye,"  will  definitely  become 
.n  asset  and  a  re,ality  to  us. 

So,  warm  your  hearts  by  the  love  of  God  through  Jesus 
>hrist,  our  Lord.  Pour  out  your  gifts  and  prayers  in  an- 
wer  to  Christ's  challenge  and  commission. 

We  urge  you  to  make  mission  giving  an  asset  in  you)- 
ife,  or  it  will  become  a  liability — a  liability  of  lost  op- 
>ortunity,  lost  souls,  closed  churches,  and  the  danger  of 


When  Jesus  said,  "do,"  He  meant  us  I  Let'H  hHow  Him 
our  answer  by,  "Yes,  Lord,  you  can  count  on  u«I"  Chrigt 
will  go  with  us  all  the  way,  if  we  are  willing  to  go  all 
the  way  with  Him. 


A  T  T  E  N  T  I  o  .\  :  :  : 

»»»  $3.00    A    NX/eek  ««« 

THREE  DOLLARS  A  WEEK  will  put  100  copies  of 
THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST  into  the  homes  of  your 
church.  If  you  have  less  than  100  families,  then  the  cost 
will  be  proportionately  less.  If  you  have  more  than  100 
families,  the   cost  will,   of  course,  be   somewhat   more. 

lEVERY  FAMILY,  OR  HOUSEHOLD,  IN  YOUR 
CHURCH  is  surely  worth  3c  per  week  to  your  church. 

IF  YOUR  CHURCH  IS  NOT  ALREADY  1007r,  let's 
begin  now  to  make  the  arrangements  to  put  THE 
BRETHREN  EVANGELIST  into  every  home.  IF  YOUR'S 
IS  A  GROWING  CHURCH,  it  can  surely  afford  S3.00, 
(more  or  less  according  to  the  number  of  families)  per 
week  to  give  each  family  a  Christian  magazine  such  as 
THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST. 

OTHER  CHURCHES  ARiE  DOING  IT.  HOW  ABOUT 
YOURS  ? 

HERE'S  ALL  YOU  DO: 

1.  Check  your  membership  roll,  and  determine  the  head 
of  each  family  in  your  church.  If  just  one  member  of  a 
family  belongs  to  your  church,  send  it  to  that  person.  If 
they  live  at  a  distance,  include  them,  too. 

2.  Prepare  a  typewritten  list  of  each  person  to  receive 
THE  EVANGELIST,  followed  by  the  complete  address, 
preferably  keeping  a  carbon  copy  for  your  own  records. 

3.  Count  up  the  number  of  names  that  you  have  on  the 
list.  That  is  the  number  of  copies  which  will  come  into 
your  church  membeiship  each  week.  Multiply  that  by 
$1.50,  and  you  will  find  the  cost  to  your  church  for  a 
year. 

4.  Send  the  list,  and  a  check,  to  THE  BRETHREN 
PUBLISHING  COMPANY,  524  COLLEGE  AVENUE. 
ASHLAND,  OHIO.  That's  all  YOU  do. 

THEN,  EVERY"  WEEK,  for  a  whole  year,  we  will  send 
you  spiritual  articles,  church  news,  programs,  and  plans 
about  the  Brethren  church,  and  YOL'R  church  as  you 
send  the  news  to  us.  YOU  WILL  NOTE  THE  RESULTS 
IMMMEDIATELY"  in  your  church,  for  your  members  will 
be  informed,  interested,  alert;  more  united,  more  ^\•ill- 
ing  to  w'ork  and  to  worship  together.  WILL  YOL'R 
CHURCH  BE  NEXT  ON  THE  LIST? 

NEXT  WEEK,  WE  HOPE  TO  TELL  Y'OU  how  to 
make  an  adjustment  in  the  cost  of  putting  your  chui-ch 
on  the  100 ''r  list  as  it  relates  to  those  members  who  al- 
ready have  their  subscriptions  paid  ahead.  In  the  mean- 
time, you  can  get  your  list  compiled,  and  be  that  far 
ahead. 

REMEMBER,  we  are  aiming  at  1000  new  subscriptions, 
and  80%  of  our  churches  on  the  lOO'^r  list.  W.  S.  B.— Ed- 
itor. 
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The  DcrcentaKC  shown  for  th» 
countries  north  of  the  Rio  Grande 
would  be  even  lower  were  it  not 
for  Roman  Catholic  Quebec  in 
Canada,  and  the  forelfoi-bom 
Romanists  in  the  United  States. 
The  figures  for  the  Latin  American 
countries  are.  on  the  whole,  approx- 
imate, due  to  the  fact  that  some  of 
the  more  backward  nations  down 
there  do  not  keep  careful  records 
of  vital  statistics.  However,  the 
percentages  Riven  are  those  of  the 
most  conservative  estimates  from 
authoritative  sources. 

Poor  "Nerlect«d  Continent!" 
But,  If  our  Lord  shall  tarry— verily. 
LAND  or  THE  FUTURE!  Shall 
mt  Klve  her  the  Word  of  GodT 


7«M»  Co*Ui*te*tU! 

6w  Bdie! 


The  white  and  black  portions  of  the 
two  American  Continents  shown  here 
were  discovered  and  colonized  at  about 
the  same  time  Any  difference  of  op- 
portunity or  of  resources  that  may  have 
existed  between  them  was  in  favor  of 
the  southern  Continent  However  the 
northern  land  prospered  greatly  from 
the  very  beRinninR  in  all  those  things 
that  make  life  worth  while  The  south- 
ern countries  grovelled  for  four  centur- 
ies, and  still  (?rovel,  in  almost  universal 
destitution,  illiteracy  and  lllesitimacy 
WHY?  The  answer  is  clear  The  coun- 
tries above  the  Rio  Grand  were  Riven 
the  Bible  and  the  Protestant  faith  of 
the  PilRrlm  Fathers  Those  to  the  south 
were  given  the  sword  of  the  Spaniard 
and  the  idols  of  the  priests  of  Rome  The 
map  tells  the  rest  of  the  story' 
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CALLS  FOR 

A    SAVIOUR! 

SHALL  WE 

ANSWER 

THE    CALL? 
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When  I  survey  the  wondrous  cross 
On  which  the  Prince  of  glory  died, 

My  richest  gain  I  count  but  loss 

And  pour  contempt  on  all  my  pride. 

Forbid  it,  Lord,  that  I  should  boast, 
Save  in  the  death  ot  Christ,  my  Lord; 

All  the  vain  things  that  charm  me  most 
I  sacrifice  them  to  His  blood. 

See,  from  His  head.  His  hands.  His  feet, 
Sorrow  and  love  flow  mingled  down; 

Did  e'.er  such  love  and  sorrow  meet, 
Or  thorns  compose  so  rich  a  crown? 

Were  the  whole  realm  of  nature  mine, 
That  were  a  present  far  too  small; 

Love  so  amazing,  so  divine. 

Demands  my  soul,  my  life,  my  all. 
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Items  of  general  Interest 


OAKHILL,  W.  VA.  A  Brand  new  Laymen's  Organiza- 
tion of  the  Oak  Hill  church  is  on  the  job  now. 

Brother  Charles  Munson,  National  Brethren  Youth  Di- 
rector, was  scheduled  to  speak  on  Sunday  morning,  March 
2rnh,  at  Oak  Hill,  and  at  the  District  Youth  Rally  at  the 
Gatewood  Brethren  Church,  in  the  afternoon. 

MT.  OLIVE,  VIRGINIA.  The  Mt.  Olive  Brethren 
Church  recently  elected  officers  for  the  ensuing  yeai-  and 
called  Rev.  John  F.  Locke  to  serve  as  Pastor  for  another 
year. 

BETHLEHEM,  VIRGINIA.  The  W.  M.  S.  held  a  day 
of  fellowship  and  study  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  P.  G.  Wen- 
ger,  of  Linville,  Va.,  March  11th.  After  the  morning  pro- 
gram of  worship,  a  carry-in  dinner  was  enjoyed.  In  the 
afternoon  the  Mi.ssion  Study  Book,  "Africans  on  Safari" 
was  presented  by  .sevei-al  membeis. 

MAURERTOWN,  VIRGINIA.  The  motion  picture, 
"Piercing  the  Shadows"  was  presented  March  13th,  at 
the  Maurertown  W.  M.  S.  Public  Program. 

ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  Brother  Freeman  Ankrum 
reports  that  it  is  hoped  that  the  contractors  will  be  fin- 
ished about  the  middle  of  April.  In  speaking  of  this  new 
basement  of  the  church.  Brother  Ankrum  says,  "When  the 
job  is  finished,  it  is  really  going  to  be  something  well 
worth  while." 

CiEORGETOWN,  DELAWARE.  Brother  John  F.  Locke, 


Pastor  of  our  Bethlehem  and  Mt.  Olive,  Virginia  churchos, 
is  scheduled  to  hold  a  series  of  Evangelistic  Meetings, 
March  22nd  to  April  5th,  in  the  Georgetown  chuich, 
where  Brother  S.  E.  Christiansen  is  Pastor. 

JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  SECOND  BRETHREN 
CHURCH.  Mrs.  Walter  C.  Wertz,  of  Conemaugh,  Pa.,  was 
the  guest  speaker  on  Sunday  evening,  March  8th,  in  the 
Public  Service  sponsored  by  the  Christian  Endeavor  So- 
ciety. 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Riddle,  of  Johnstown,  Pa.,  was  the  guest 
speaker  at  the  Public  Service  presented  by  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  on   Sunday  evening,  March  15th. 

PrenEaster  services  are  scheduled  for  Holy  Week. 

JONES  MILLS,  PENNA.  On  Sunday  evening,  March 
8th,  John  Keck,  son  of  the  Pastor,  Brother  Elmer  M. 
Keck,  showed  137  slides  of  London,  Oxford,  Holland,  Bel- 
gium and  France,  in  the  church  service.  These  were  taken 
while  John  was  in  Europe  in  the  service  of  his  country. 

A  Girls'  Gospel  Team  is  scheduled  to  hold  services  from 
Good  Friday  through  Easter  in  this  church. 

MASONTOWN,  PENNA.  At  a  special  Sunday  evening 
service  recently,  recognition  was  given  to  the  church  Of- 
ficial Board,  according  to  Brother  William  Keeling's  bul- 
letin. 

AKRON,  OHIO,  FIRESTONE  PARK  BRETHREN.  A 
Pre-Easter  Holy  Week  Revival  will  be  conducted  by  the 
Pastor,  Brother  J.  G.  Dodds,  with  the  song  services  being 
led  by  Oliver  M.  Parker. 

The  Sisterhood  Public  Service  was  held  Sunday  evening 
March  15th.  A  playlet  based  on  Luke  15:8-10  was  given, 
followed  by  a  candlelight  service,  and  remarks  by  the 
Pastor. 

The  Brethren  Youth  Public  Service  is  scheduled  for 
April  19th,  and  the  one  for  the  W.  M.  S.  is  scheduled 
for  May  10th. 


I 


ASHLAND,  OHIO,  PARK  STREET  .BRETHREN  The 
Junior  Boys'  Brotherhood  Public  Program  was  presented 
Sunday  evening,  March  15th.  The  program  was  presided 
over  by  Bradley  Weidenhamer.  James  Benshoff  led  the 
singing  and  read  the  scripture  lesson,  with  Leland  Rickel 
leading  in  prayer.  Special  music  was  given  by  Dwight 
Rickel,  who  played  a  piano  solo,  and  Charles  Bame,  who 
played  a  trumpet  solo  accompanied  by  his  mother.  The 
Advisor  of  the  group  is  Professor  Donald  Bame,  of  Ash- 
land College.  The  message  was  brought  by  the  Pastor, 
Brother  Clarence  S.  Fairbanks. 

PiERU,  INDIANA.  Brother  J.  Milton  Bowman  tells  us 
that  the  Sisterhood  had  the  largest  attendance  in  years, 
at  their  recent  meeting.  A  number  of  them  were  new 
girls,  in  this  growing  organization. 

The  W.  ,M.  S.  Public  Service  was  scheduled  for  March 
22nd. 

FLORA,  INDIANA.  Rev.  Ora  Pemberton,  representa- 
tive of  the  Indiana  Temperance  League,  Inc.,  was  guest 
speaker  in  the  Flora  church  on  Sunday  morning,  March 
15th. 

.Baptismal  services  were  scheduled  for  the  evening  ser- 
vice at  which  time  a  father,  and  mother,  and  four  daugh- 
ters, who  had   accepted   Christ  the   Sunday   before,  were 

(Continued  on   page  9) 
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That   Wondrous  Gross 


Ma!: 


ANY  YEARS  AGO,  Jesus  Christ,  at  the  age  of  33, 
ed  upon  a  cross.  For  nearly  2000  years,  that  cross 
has  been  the  symbol  of  decision  for  mankind.  At  this 
season  of  the  year,  special  attention  is  focused  upon 
the  Christ  of  the  cross. 

Many  people,  though,  reject,  despise,  and  scoff  at  the 
cross.  Yet,  in  spite  of  all  the  opposition,  ridicule,  and 
neglect,  the  cross  has  persisted  in  being  the  chief  sym- 
bol of  the  Christian  faith.  There's  a  reason  for  this, 
which  we  shall  presently  point  out. 

Christ  did  many  other  things  while  hei'e  on  earth.  He 
fed  the  hungry,  healed  the  sick,  taught  the  multitudes, 
etc.  Yet  it  is  not  by  a  loaf,  or  fish,  nor  by  a  healiiig 
hand,  nor  by  a  scroll,  that  we  symbolize  our  Christian 
faith.  Out  of  all  the  acts  and  deeds  which  Christ  did, 
we  mark  our  faith  by  the  symbol  of  His  death. 

The  reason  for  this  is  very  clear  to  those  who  earnest- 
ly seek  an  answer.  Jesus  Christ,  the  only  begotten  Son 
3f  God,  came  to  earth  for  the  purpose  of  dying  on  the 
:ross — of  giving  His  life  as  a  ransom  for  many.  Though 
He  fed,  healed,  and  taught,  yet  the  purpose  of  His  earth- 
ly life  was  accomplished  upon  the  cross  of  Calvary. 

ACCEPT  OR  REJECT 

Accept  or  reject  the  cross,  and  the  Saviour  who  died 
thereon,  the  fact  remains  that  the  Cross  is  the  center, 
the  key,  the  foundation  of  Christian  faith.  No  cross,  with 
;he    Son    of    God    dying    thereon — no    Christian    faith. 

IT  WAS  NO  ACCIDENT 

Proponents  of  the  false  theological  view  that  Christ's 
purpose  was  to  show  people  a  better  way  to  live  and 
die,  say  that  Jesus  "discovered"  in  His  deep  meditation, 


and  in  His  study  of  human  nature,  that  in  order  to  show 
men  how  to  live,  he  had  to  show  them  how  to  die. 
Showing  them  how  to  live,  He  had  to  carry  His  ideals 
even  to  letting  Himself  be  killed  by  His  enemies  upon 
a  cross.  Others  say  that  Christ  could  not  help  Himself, 
and  was  slaughtered  at  the  hands  of  vicious  enemie.s. 
Such  views  are  unscriptural. 

We  assert  that  Christ's  dying  upon  the  cross  of  Cal- 
vary was  not  accidental!  He  was  the  "Lamb  slain  from 
the  foundation  of  the  world."  His  whole  purpose  in  com- 
ing into  the  world  was  to  go  to  the  cross  and  lay  down 
His  life.  The  cross  idea  did  not  "dawn"  upon  Him  as  He 
lived  among  men.  He  did  not  die  as  an  "example."  He 
did  not  die  because  He  was  "helpless."  He  died  because 
He  came  to  die  for  us.  The  scriptures  tell  us  that  He 
willingly  laid  down  His  life  which  fact  is  verified  when 
we  read  that  when  the  soldiers  came  to  break  His  legs, 
to  hasten  the  crucificial  death,  they  found  him  already 
dead. 

IT  WAS  NO  TRAGEDY 

We  once  heard  a  sermon  on  the  "Tragedy  of  the 
Cross."  The  speaker  bore  out  his  idea  on  how  terrible  that 
such  a  fine  man  should  have  to  die  so  shamefully  and 
uselessly.  According  to  scripture,  there  was  no  tragedy 
at  Calvary.  Instead,  there  was  a  well-plarmed-God  con- 
ceived plan  for  paying  the  penalty  for  man's  sin,  com- 
pleted at  Calvary. 

In  modern  terms,  we  would  say  of  Christ's  death  upon 
the  cross,  "Mission  accomplished!"  Christ  said,  "It  is 
finished!"  If  there  is  any  tragedy  in  the  death  of  Christ 
upon  the  cross  it  is  in  man's  failure  to  grasp  the  truth 
of  why  He  died,  and  to  fail  to  propagate  this  message 
throughout  the  world.  That  tragedy  is  man's,  not  God's. 

IT  WAS  NO  DEFEAT 

Looking  at  it  one  way,  Christ  suffered  defeat  at  Cal- 
vary— A  Man,  in  the  prime  of  life — good  habits — high 
ideals — well  gifted — possessing  a  love  for  the  poor  and 
needy — exerting  every  effort  to  make  right  the  wrongs 
of  men — .  For  such  a  one  to  end  up  in  such  a  humiliat- 
ing way — it  certainly  was  a  defeat. 

But,  we  don't  look  at  it  in  this  way.  Had  He  not  gone 
to  the  cross,  defeat  would  have  been  His — and  ours,  too. 

VICTORY  AT  CALVARY 

Jesus  Christ  came  to  die — to  free  men  from  the  bond- 
age of  sin.  Satan  tried  to  keep  Jesus  from  going  to  the 

(Continued   on   Page   141 
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THE  THINGS  YOU  NEVER  REGRET 


(This  is   the   fifth   and   last    message  in  a  series  deliv- 
ert«d  at  the  9:15  A.  M.  pt'riod  at  the  1952  General  Confer 
once  at   AshlandV 


Rea  John  F.  Locke 


Texts:  F/Ccl.  12:13 — "Let  us  hear  the  conclusion  of  the 
whole  matter:  fear  God  and  keep  His  commandments,  for 
this  is  the  whole  duty  of  man." 


Micah  6:8 — "He  hath  showed  thee,  O  Man,  what  is 
good';  and  what  doth  the  Lord  require  of  thee,  but  to  do 
justly  and  to  love  mercy  and  to  walk  humbly  with  thy 
God." 


>  ^^m    ■ 


THE  WISE  MAN  AND  THE  PROPHET  AGREE.  You 
never  regret  doing  God's  will.  In  these  mornings  to- 
gether we  have  considered  taking  Jesus  Christ  as  our 
Leader  and  hating  the  sins  that  strike  at  Jesus.  We 
have  thought  of  the  power  and  comfort  of  the  Holy  Book, 
and  we  have  meditated  on  the  Holy  Spirit's  leadership  in 
the  church's  life  and  in  our  individual  lives.  So  in  a  sense 
we  have  been  on  the  same  theme  all  week,  which  is:  "The 
Things  You  Never  Regret." 

God  is  the  ruling  factor  in  my  life.  My  existence  is  not 
a  self-centered  affair  in  which  I  choose  what  I  shall  do 
on  the  basis  of  pleasure  or  pain.  The  niling  considera- 
tion is  God.  Since  He  exists  and  loves  me  and  wants  to 
help  me,  and  loves  me  as  His  child,  I  must  be  interested 
in  His  will,  if  I  am  sane.  My  conduct  is  to  be  based  on 
the  Di\iiie  Order,  once  I  know  about  Him,  and  have  met 
Him  in  His  Only  .Begotten  Son,  Jesus. 

The  Book  of  Ecclesiastes  examines  the  problem  of  life. 
Up  until  the  last  two  chapters,  this  book  is  concerned 
with  the  materialistic  conception  of  life.  Then  it  turns 
to  seed  sowing  and  harvest,  to  God  and  Judgment,  the 
claims  of  God  upon  our  lives  .  .  .  the  entire  life  of  every 
single  one  of  us.  "Fear  God  and  keep  the  commandments 
— this  is  the  whole  duty  of  man,"  says  the  Wise  Man. 
And  the  Prophet  asks  what  this  solution  means.  What 
will  God  be  plea.sed  with?  Shall  we  come  before  Him 
with  the  complex  regulations  and  prohibitions  of  a  Phari- 
.see?  What  kind  of  sacrifice,  what  manner  of  life,  will 
He  accept?  And  the  Prophet  Micah  sums  it  all  up  in  this 
great  .statement.  No  wonder  Micah  6:fi-8  has  been  called 
the  high  water  mark  of  Old  Testament  prophecy. 

Not  until  we  meet  Jesus  Christ,  God's  perfect  and  com- 
plete and  final  revelation  of  Himself,  do  we  get  the  mean- 
ing of  .Micah's  statement  pei-fectly  iiilustrated.  God  really 
."howed  us  what  is  Good  when  He  showed  us  His  Son. 
Looking  unto  Him,  and  following  Him,  and  being  led  by 
His  Spirit,  we  know  what  it  means  to  do  justly,  and  to 
love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly  with  God. 

There  are  things  in  our  pasts  that  we  all  regret.  Some 
of  them  .seem  quite  trivial  in  themselves,  yet  they  are  not 
trivial,  since  they  all  relate  to  God,  and  His  will,  and  to 
doing  justly,  loving  mercy,  and  walking  humbly  with 
God  .  .  .  U)  these  matters,  or,  their  opposites.  In  fact  the 
more  you  look  at  life,  and  consequences  and  human  des- 
tiny, the  more  you  must  come  to  realize  that  nothing  we 
ever  do  is  without  meaning  and  significance.  This  morn- 


mg  let  us  look  at  a  little  list  of  things  that  you  will 
never  regret  in  time  or  eternity  if  you  did  them  to  God's 
glory  and  for  His  Son's  sake.  The  list  is  necessarily  short, 
we  haven't  all  day!  But  you  will  find  it  fun  to  extend 
the  list  in  your  own  thinking  and  acting.  It's  good  to  do 
some  things  every  day  of  our  lives,  that  only  a  Christian 
would  do.  They  are  always  distinctly  unregi^ettable  things. 

1.  THE  FIRST  IS  STOPPING  GOSSIP  THAT 
WOULD  HURT  SOME  ONE 

The  tongue  is  little  but  mighty.  The  tongue  can  repre- 
sent man  at  his  best  or  his  worst.  Gossip,  slander,  the  un- 
kind word,  spoken  in  a  moment  of  jealousy,  can  never  be 
brought  back. 

The  book  of  Proverbs  tells  us  that  the  wholesome 
tongue  is  a  tree  of  life,  it  brings  forth  fruits  of  right- 
eousness. The  poet  who  wrote  these  lines  echoes  the  same 
idea. 

LIFE 

Life  is  too  brief  ^ 

Between  the  budding  and  the  falling  leaf. 
Between  the  seedtime  and  the  golden  sheaf. 

For  hate  and  spite. 
We  have  no  time  for  malice  and  for  greed; 
Therefore,  with  love  make  beautiful  the  deed; 

Fast  speeds  the  night. 

Life  is  too  swift 

Between  the  blossom  and  the  snow's  white  drift, 

Between  the  silence  and  the  lark's  uplift, 

For  bitter  words. 
In  kindness  and  in  gentleness  our  speech 
Must  carry  messages  of  hope,  and  i-each 

The  sweetest  chords. 

Life  is  too  great 

.Between  the  infant's  and  the  Man's  estate, 

Between  the  clashing  of  earth's  strife  and  fate, 

For  petty  things. 
Lo,  we  shall  yet  who  creep  with  cumbered  feet 
Walk  gloriously  over  heaven's  golden   street 

Or  soar  on  wings! 

Long  ago  on  a  tour  of  the  Mediterranean  world,  I  was 
privileged  to  visit  the  city  of  Syracuse  where  a  statue 
of  Archimedes  greets  your  ship  as  it  makes  the  hai'bor. 
In  ancient  times  Syracuse  had  a  tyrant  named  Dionysius. 
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He  was  a  harsh  and  cioiel  fellow,  as  tyrants  inevitably  be 
come,  for  total  power  is  a  great  corrupter.  Dionysius  kept 
his  slaves  and  political  prisoners  confined  in  a  gro^t  quar- 
ry which  had  a  sort  of  funnel  shaped  ceiling,  lliis  great 
stone  formation  acted  as  an  amplifier.  You  whisper  words 
at  its  base  and  they  are  quite  audible  at  the  mouth  of 
the  funnel  far  away.  They  tell  us  today  that  this  natural 
whispering  gallery  was  used  by  old  Dionysius  the  tyrant, 
and  so  is  called  the  Ear  of  Dionysius.  The  slaves  and 
prisoners  would  sneak  back  into  the  far  end  of  the  quarry 
and  there,  supposing  they  were  safe  they  would  whisper 
out  their  hatred  of  the  tyrant.  But  the  king  heard  all  they 
said,  and  would  later  confront  them  with  their  very 
woi'ds.  Many  were  killed  and  tortured  for  their  folly. 

Now  our  Heavenly  Father  hears  every  word  spoken  by 
us  down  here.  Fortunately  he  is  unlike  Dionysius.  In  ten- 
der love  and  mercy  He  seeks  to  help  us  and  save  us.  Yet 
how  grieved  He  must  be  at  what  he  hears  of  our  hates, 
jealousies  and  strifes.  Let  us  guard  our  thoughts,  our 
tongues  as  though  we  were  in  His  presence.  We  are!  Let 
us  be  more  understanding  and  sympathetic. 

2.  NOBODY  EVER  REGRETS  THE  APOLOGETIC 
WORD  THAT  SAVED  A  FRIENDSHIP 

Sometimes  a  precious  friendship  is  about  to  be  shat- 
tered but  the  apologetic  word,  spoken  in  time,  can  save 
it.  We  have  all  heard  of  the  boy  who  wired  his  father: 
"I  am  in  the  big  city  without  money  or  friends,  what 
shall  I  do?"  His  wise  father  wired  back:  "Make  friends 
immediately."  Besides  making  new  friends  we  need  to 
save  the  ones  we  have. 

There  are  numerous  ways  of  making  friends.  The  old 
recipe  is  a  good  one:  "to  have  friends  you  must  be  a 
friend"  .  .  .  for  people  do  respond  to  love,  sympathy,  and 
kindness.  There  is  power  in  friendship.  We  may  have  full 
confidence  in  God  and  yet  we  need  the  counsel  and  fel- 
lowship of  men.  Jesus  glorified  friendship  in  his  life  with 
His  disciples. 

3.  NOBODY  EVER  REGRETS  KEEPING  THE 
LAW  OF  GOD 

"There  is  a  hereafter,"  I  heard  a  man  say  in  a  coun- 
try store  recently.  He  had  been  wronged,  he  thought,  by 
a  garageman,  and  this  statement  was  his  summation  of 
the  argument  for  honesty  and  honest  relationships.  He 
was  right.  In  the  hereafter  as  well  as  In  this  life,  nobody 
ever  has  to  regret  having  kept  the  laws  of  God. 

To  have  loved  God  supremely,  reverenced  His  name, 
worshipped  Him  faithfully,  to  have  been  honest  in  v/ord 
and  deed,  and  refrained  from  coveting,  and  to  have 
avoided  the  sins  that  violate  other's  rights,  and  their  hu- 
man value  and  dignity  .  .  .  these  are  never  regrettable. 
But  let  a  man  set  God  at  naught  in  his  life,  and  treat 
every  person  as  a  thing  .  .  .  Let  him  lie  and  steal  and 
defile  himself,  and  there  will  be  regrets  aplenty  in  time 
and  in  eternity. 

4.  NOBODY  HAS  TO  REGRET  HAVING  HAD  CLEAN 

HABITS  .  .  .  AVOIDING  THAT  WHICH  IS 

INJURIOUS  TO  HEALTH 

Many  people  treat  their  bodies  as  though  they  were  in- 
destru:tible.    The    sensitive,   vital,    respiratory   equipment, 


they  treat  as  though  it  wen:  a  chimney  to  a  tra.sh  burner. 
Out  of  the  fir.st  two  million  men  examined  under  selec- 
tive service  one  half  of  them  were  rejected.  People  are 
not  caring  for  their  bodies  as  they  should.  The  ChriHtian 
ought  to  be  at  his  best  physically  as  well  as  morally  and 
spiritually.  Ktrjersoii  said:  "A  gfmtle/nan  .should  be  a  good 
animal."  Y(m  do  not  become  a  saint  by  neglecting  your 
body  .  .  .  rather  we  must  dedicate  the  whole  self,  body, 
mind  and  spirit  to  God.  I  have  never  met  a  man  yet  who 
was  honestly  glad  that  he  had  become  a  slave  to  the  to- 
bacco habit.  I  have  met  many  who  were  soiTy  they  .'lad 
ever  started.  Nor  will  you  find  any  one  who  is  sorry  he 
is  a  total  abstainer  from  alcohol.  This  brings  us  along 
to  the  next  item  in  the  list  of  things  you  never  regret. 

;").   NOBODY   EVER   REGRETS   HAVING   SET   .\   (jOOU 

EXAMPLE   BEFORE   HIS  OWN   OR   OTHER 

PEOPLE'S  CHILDREN 

Influence  travels  far  and  lasts  long.  Once  started  it  is 
practically  impossible  to  stop,  it  has  a  sort  of  indestruct- 
ibility about  it. 

G.  Campbell  Morgan  tells  of  visiting  a  friend  of  his 
in  Scotland.  While  sitting  in  the  living  room  he  smelled 
the  most  delightful  odor  of  roses  but  he  saw  no  flowers 
in  the  room.  He  asked  his  friend  about  it.  The  friend  ex- 
plained that  he  had  bought  an  antique  vase  of  coarse 
pottery  and  a  vial  of  attar  of  roses.  To  facilitate  carry- 
ing both  he  put  the  vial  of  attar  of  roses  in  the  vase. 
When  he  arrived  at  home  he  discovered  that  the  vial  had 
been  spilled  of  its  contents  in  the  vase.  The  coai-se  pot- 
tery soaked  up  the  perfume.  He  supposed  that  the  fra- 
grance of  roses  would  soon  pass  from  the  vase  but  he 
said,  "Believe  me  when  I  tell  you  that  this  vase  has  been 
giving  off  perfume  to  this  house  for  more  than  t^venty- 
five  years."  By  being  in  fellowship  with  Christ,  his  in- 
fluence goes  out  from  us  continually.  People  are  liter- 
ally soaking  up  our  influence.  Whether  we  i-ealize  it  or 
not,  we  are  affecting  lives  around  us  .  .  .  affecting  them 
for  time  and  eternity.  It's  really  veiy  serious  just  to 
exist,  isn't  it? 

They  used  to  put  people  out  along  the  street  where 
the  shadow  of  the  Apostle  Peter  would  fall  on  them  that 
they  might  be  healed.  Do  you  project  a  healing  shadow  ? 
A  farmer  in  Augusta  County,  Virginia,  told  his  pastor, 
a  good  friend  of  mine,  thi.t  he  had  spent  about  two  hun- 
dred dollars  a  year,  for  many  years  cleaning  up  weeds  in 
adjoining  fields  and  along  roads  near  his  farm.  He  did 
this  because  seeds  do  blow  over  the  fence.  Influence  is 
not  to  be  contained  by  such  fences  as  the  statement, 
"What  I  do  is  my  own  business  .  .  .  the  way  I  live  and 
act  is  my  affair." 

One  day  a  missionary  visited  the  mosque  in  Delhi, 
India.  The  acoustical  behavior  of  the  mosque  is  a  marvel. 
A  word  spoken  quietly  under  the  great  dome  travels  to 
the  next  and  so  on  until  it  reaches  the  seventh  where  the 
sound  is  so  great  that  it  can  be  heard  all  over  the  city. 
While  the  Christian  IMissionary  watched,  a  Mohammedan 
priest  stepped  up  to  the  dome  .  .  .  outside  were  100,000 
followers  of  the  false  prophet  gathered  for  prayer.  He 
said,  "there  is  only  one  God  and  Mohammed  is  his  only 
prophet." 

Th?  Missionary  shuddered  as  these  wonls  reverberated 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 
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iiii.   iiCSON  CHURCH 


(Continued   report   of   \V .   E.   Ronk  concerning  the  church 
at  Tucson,  Arizona) 

THE   CHURCH    LOCATION 

"The  Missionary  Board  holds  title  to  four  lots  on  which 
the  church  is  built.  These  lots  have  streets  on  three  sides. 
.-Vlong  the  end  of  the  block  runs  a  county  road,  a  by-pass, 
a  part  of  which  is  paved,  and  the  rest  will  be  completed 
soon.  A  paved  street  runs  at  the  front  of  the  church  and 
a  paved  street  is  at  the  rear.  In  other  words,  the  "half 
block"  with  streets  on  three  sides  is  ours.  The  church  is 
paying  for  the  paving  bill  in  the  usual  fashion.  These  lots 
cost  $6,800  and  are  easily  worth  .$10,000  today,  apart 
from  the  buildings.  The  location  is  excellent,  and  easily 
available  via  the  by-pass  and  any  of  three  main  thor- 
oughfares out  of  the  city. 

THE   ARCHITECTITRE 

"The  architecture  is  a  modified  Spanish,  mission  type, 
quite  common  out  there  and  excellent  for  mission  work. 
The  main  auditorium,  which  is  merely  the  first  unit  is 
complete  in  itsfelf,  or  could  be.  It  is  4.5x90  feet  and  con- 
.ttructed  of  .solid  brick,  with  cement  floor,  colored  and 
waxed  a  lovely  giccn.  The  roof  is  tilo;  the  raised  front 
of  the  church  is  a  buff  brick,  and  the  rest  is  red  mortar- 
washed.  The  pulpit  is  raised  the  customary  way,  and  a 
tall  window  is  back  of  the  pulpit,  forming  a  beautiful  pic- 
ture, or  should  one  say,  framing  a  beautiful  jjicture  of 
the  lovely  Cataline  Mountains?  One  must  see  this  view  to 


appreciate  it  fully.  The  auditorium  is  large  enough  to 
seat  200  people  and  it  could  easily  be  enlarged  to  seat 
250  without  any  major  changes. 

"At  present  a  wing  extends  from  the  rear  of  the 
church,  partly  along  the  side  and  out  for  Sunday  school 
rooms.  These  rooms  are  used  by  the  children.  From  the 
picture  you  will  see  that  the  doors  to  these  rooms  are 
outside  doors.  These  are  eventually  supposed  to  open  on 
the  patio.  The  plan  is  to  build  an  eight  foot  brick  wall  at 
the  rear  of  the  church,  running  along  the  line,  by  sec- 
tions; and  as  new  Sunday  school  rooms  are  needed,  the 
wall  will  form  the  back  wall  of  the  rooms  This  permits 
piece-meal  construction,  until  eventually  the  patio  is  com- 
plete. The  patio  will  be  of  sufficient  size  to  hold  the 
crowds  for  vesper  services.  This  is  in  line  with  what  is 
being  done  by  many  other  churches  in  this  part  of  the 
State,  and  does  help  to  stay  from  any  sizable  indebted- 
ness. The  total  cost  of  this  building  was  $23,000,  and  the 
local  church  is  liquidating  the  mortgage,  which  amounted 
to  .'j;3,000.  Of  course,  eventually  this  church  will  be  deeded 
to  the  local  organization. 

THE  CHURCH  AT  WORK 

"The  attendance  at  the  Sunday  school,  the  Sunday  T 
w,as  there  was  88  and  the  church  attendance  was  110. 
This  is  a  very  wonderful  group  of  people,  intelligent, 
able,  spiritual  and  very  active.  They  are  folks  we  would 
be  proud  to  have  in  our  home  churches.  The  foundations 
here  are  truly  good.  If  care  is  exercised  here,  both  by  the 
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Board  and  by  the  local  church,  we  will  have  a  solf-sup- 
porting  church  before  many  years,  able  and  willing  to  do 
their  part  in  building  other  churches.  It  is  true  that  the 
Board  has  spent  a  lot  of  money  here  in  a  short  time — 
rather  than  over  a  long  period  of  years — and  the  results 
thus  far  appear  to  justify  the  venture  fully. 

"The  Church  offering  has  been  running  .about  seventy 
dollars  a  week  and  the  burden  of  the  .Board  should  be 
lightened  ere  long." 

— W.  E.  Ronk. 


A TThJNTION  PASTORS 


The  booklet,  "Let's  Visit  Brethien  Missions  in 
Argentina  and  Nigeria,"  and  offering  envt-iopes 
have  been  sent  out  fioni  the  Missionajy  Board 
office  to  all  of  those  who  receive  the  Brethren 
Evangelist.  We  hope  that  every  family  may  have 
one  cf  these  booklets  in  their  po.ssession  and  that 
they  will  keep  it  for  futui'e  reference. 


THE  THINGS   YOU  NEVER  REGRHr 

(Continued  from  page  5) 

from  dome  to  dome  and  went  out  over  the  waiting  mul- 
titude and  the  teeming  population  of  the  city  of  Delhi. 
Then  he  quietly  stepped  up  under  the  dome,  and  said 
distinctly,  "Jesus  Christ  is  King  of  Kings,  and  Lord  of 
Lords,  and  He  will  reign  forever."  Then,  as  the  words 
were  lifted  and  amplified  from  dome  to  dome,  his  little 
daughter  said  to  him,  "Papa,  you  can't  stop  it  now  can 
you?" 

That's  the  way  with  our  lives.  Our  deeds  and  words 
spread  to  others.  Impressions  grow  as  fhey  rush  from  one 
to  another,  whether  for  good  or  evil.  Once  we  have 
started   something  on  its   way  we  cannot  stop  it. 

6.  NOBODY  EVER  REGRETS  HAVING  PRAYED 

All  we  ever  regret  about  prayer  is  that  we  haven't 
used  its  comfort  and  resources  enough.  We  are  defeated 
for  lack  of  it.  We  cheat  ourselves  out  of  blessings  to  be 
had  no  other  way.  Hudson  Taylor  attributed  the  conver- 
sion of  a  whole  village  of  Chinese  to  the  prayers  of  a 
woman  living  somewhere  in  the  South  of  England.  Yet 
we  do  sin  against  people  we  know,  and  people  we  have 
never  seen,  by  failing  to  pray  for  them.  As  a  church  we 
ought  to  pray  more  consistently,  and  earnestly,  for  our 
missionaries,  and  for  more  missionaries. 

The  newspapers  during  the  days  of  World  War  II  told 
of  a  citizen  of  the  U.  S.  who  had  been  born  in  Italy  and 
who  now  ran  a  gasoline  filling  station  in  New  Jersey. 
Each  morning  this  man  would  go  to  work  and  the  first 
thing  he  did  after  unlocking  the  door,  was  to  run  up  the 
American  flag  over  his  place  of  business  and  salute  it, 
then  he  deposited  a  nickle  in  a  tin  can.  At  the  year's 
end  he  sends  $18.2.5  to  the  Treasurer  o'f  the  U.  S.  for  the 
privilege  of  living  and  working  under  the  Stars  and 
Stripes. 

As  followers  of  Jesus  do  we  match  the  conduct  of  this 
good  American  citizen  ?  Ought  we  not  start  the  day  with 
quiet  communion  with  Him  who  has  purchased  us  by  His 
own  precious  blood,  and  commit  ourselves  anew  to  Him 
every  morning?  The  recognition  that  all  we  have,  time, 
talents,  substance  belong  to  Him  and  to  His  service  would 
help  us  every  day  and  hour. 

7.     NOBODY   EVER   REGRETS   BEING   A   CHRISTIAN 

That's  what  we  have  been  thinking  about  together, 
isn't  it?  There  may  be  times  when  it  seems  to  handicap 
you  a  bit  in  this  present  evil  world  in  meeting  competi- 
tion, but  after  the  struggle  is  over,  you  are  always  glad 
you  acted  like  a  Christian  ...  if  you  did!  I  read  about  a 
group   of  Theological   students   going  home   one  night   to 


their  dormitory  when  they  .saw  a  drunken  man  lying  in 
the  gutter.  Most  of  the  gioup  would  have  pas.sed  on  in 
disgust,  but  one  student  who  had  worked  in  a  rescue  mis- 
sion, went  over  to  the  man  and  put  his  arm  under  the 
drunk's  shoulders  and  said  "Tell  me  where  you  live  and 
I  will  call  a  taxi  and  take  you  home."  The  poor  sinner 
mumbled,  "If  Jesus  Christ  ever  lived  on  this  earth  he 
must  have  been  like  you." 

The  only  Christ  some  people  will  recognize  is  the  one 
whose  spirit  lives  in  men.  A  Missionary  in  South  .Ajner- 
ica  tells  of  having  a  man  come  to  him  after  he  had  read 
from  the  .Bible,  and  the  Gospel  story,  and  asked  this 
question,  "Did  you  know  the  man  in  the  b<5ok?"  "7*hank 
God,  I  did  know  the  man  in  the  book,"  says  the  mis- 
sionary. "I  knew  Him  as  my  Lord  and  Savior,  and  was 
able  to  introduce  Him  to  these  people  who  had  never 
know  His  love  and  obedience." 

In  a  certain  boys'  camp  the  daily  schedule  calls  for  a 
fifteen  minute  period  right  after  breakfast  called,  "The 
Big  Idea."  Each  camper  is  supposed  to  select  the  activity 
which  is  to  have  his  major  attention.  "The  value  of  the 
day  depends  on  the  idea  you  select  and  the  way  you  work 
it  out"  says  the  camp's  regulations.  Well,  so  it  is  with 
every  life.  The  greatness  of  life  is  dependent  on  the  ideas 
by  which  the  life  has  been  controlled.  The  followers  of 
Jesus  are  ordinary  people  with  the  big  idea  of  His  love 
and  brotherhood.  Ideas  have  power.  What  is  your  big 
idea? 

I  read  of  a  nxan  who  died  in  a  refrigerator  car.  He  was 
accidentally  shut  up  in  it  and  being  suie  he  would  presen- 
ly  die  he  began  to  scribble  on  the  wall.  "I  am  becoming 
colder  .  .  .  still  colder  .  .  .  now  I  am  freezing  ...  I  am 
half  asleep  .  .  .  these  words  may  be  my  last."  When  they 
opened  the  doors  he  was  dead.  But  the  car  had  never  got- 
ten below  56,  because  the  fi'eezing  apparatus  was  not 
working,  and  he  had  a  whole  box  car  full  of  air.  What 
killed  him  was  the  wrong  idea ! 

Someone  has  compared  JesUs  with  Tiberius  Caesar  who 
has  been  described  by  the  historian  Pliny,  as  "the  gloom- 
iest of  mankind."  Tiberius  had  everything,  p>ower,  unlim- 
ited wealth  with  which  to  satisfy  every  whim.  Yet  no 
one  envied  him  his  happiness  for  he  seems  to  have  had 
none.  But  Jesus  who  had  no  sources  of  amusement  and 
pleasure,  such  as  Caesar  .  .  .  who  worked  hard,  could 
say,  "Be  of  good  cheer,  I  have  overcome  the  world.""  He 
left  his  disciples  a  legacy  of  Joy  and  peace.  The  differ- 
ence between  Christ  and  Caesar? — the  big  ideal 

No  one  ever  regrets  having  ideas  that  come  fix)m 
Christ  and  His  teaching  and  example  for  He  is  the  Way. 
the  Truth,  and  the  Life. 

— Maurertown.  Virginia 
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.\ew  IVstaiiu'iii  Hoariiies 


Believed  and  Practised  by  People  Called  Brethren. 

By  L.  O.  McCartnieysmith 

"Teachins  them  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you." 


The  Doctrine  Of  Non  -  Performance  Of  An 
Oath  And  Against  Swearing  And  Cursing 


THE  E\'1L  I'KACTIGES  above  mentioned  have  become 
so  firmly  fixed  in  the  mind  of  humanity  that  even 
people  calling  themselves  Christian  pay  very  little  atten- 
tion to  them. 

It  seems  that  these  ungodly  habits  have  become  so  uni- 
versal that  church  members  have  just  carelessly  "dropped 
in  line"  along  with  the  world  and  fulfil  the  saying 
"When  in  Rome,  do  as  Romans"  without  taking  into  con- 
sideration that  our  Lord  has  emphatically  commanded 
that  His  followers  abstain  from  them.  As  evidence  of  this 
fact,  it  is  necessary  only  to  visit  our  courts  of  law  and 
there  witness  Christian  men  and  women  in  obedience  to 
tho.se  in  authority  "solemnly  swear"  that  they  will  "tell  the 
truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  so  help 
me  God."  Others  in  extreme  anger  will  call  upon  the 
Deity  to  bring  down  curses  upon  their  enemies. 

In  the  third  classification  we  find  far  too  many  who 
have  carelessly  adopted  the  universal  habit  of  taking  the 
name  of  God  in  vain  through  the  use  of  "by-words,"  often 
beginning  with  the  milder  assortment  and  graduating  in- 
to the  use  of  our  heavenly  Father  and  our  Saviour  cou- 
pled with  the  word  "by"  and  affixing  the  name  of  God, 
or  of  Jesus  Christ.  This  is  "swearing"  just  the  same  as 
if  done  in  the  courts;  because  it  is  understood  that  the 
"by"  means  "by  the  Help  of  God"  or  "by  the  help  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Chri.st,"  I  will  do  so  and  so. 

But  such  ungodly  profanity  is  nothing  new.  We  find  in 
God's  Word  that  one  of  Christ's  own  disciples  was  guilty 
of  committing  these  three  great  sins  in  the  very  presence 
of  our  Saviour.  You  may  read  the  sordid  story  in  Mat- 
thew 26:69-75  how  that  Peter  first  denied  to  the  'damsel" 
mentioned  in  verse  69,  that  he  was  one  of  Jesus'  disciples; 
then  to  a  "maid"  he  repeated  the  denial  "with  an  oath"; 
then,  in  verse  I'i  we  find  him  denying  his  Lord  the  thiid 
time  to  them  "that  stood  by"  who  had  informed  Peter 
that  his  speech  betrayed  him.  'ITien  in  verse  74  we  read 
how  that  Peter  in  anger  "began  to  cur.se  and  to  swear" 
.saying,  "I  know  not  the  man." 

Here  we  discover  the  three  distinctions  mentioned 
which  we  shall  discuss  undei-  the  heading,  "THE  DOC- 
TRINE OF  NON-PERFORMANCE  OF  AN  OATH,  and 
AGAIN.ST  SWEARING  AND  CL'RSLNG."  We  shall  now 
consider  these  as  separate  sins  and  di.scuss  them  in  the 
following  manner: 

(1 }  The  Non-F*erformance  of  an  Oath. 
(2)  Swearing. 
(Pj)  Cursing. 


(1)    THE   NON-PERFORMANCE   OF   AN   OATH 

This  is  one  of  the  outstanding  doctrines  regarding  the 
walk  of  Christians  in  the  New  Testament,  and  in  the 
Brethren  Congregations,  because  we  have  adopted  the  slo- 
gan: "The  Bible,  The  Whole  Bible,  and  Nothing  But  the 
Bible." 

That  we  may  more  readily  understand  what  the  "per- 
formance of  an  oath"  is,  it  seems  in  order  to  define  the 
pex-f ormance :  "To  declare  as  a  fact,  solemnly  under  judi- 
cial sanction,  with  an  added  appeal  to  God  to  verify  the 
truthfulness  of  such  statement  that  may  be  made."  This 
is  commonly  called  in  both  ancient  and  modern  times 
"swearing"  as  well  as  the  performance  of  an  oath;  and 
should  be  religiously  avoided  by  all  people  bearing  the 
name  "Christian."  The  last  phrase  of  the  oaths  commonly 
administered  by  magistrates  and  others,  including  secret 
orders,  is  nothing  more  than  an  added  prayer  "So  help 
me  God." 

Relative  to  this  Jesus  said:  "Again  you  have  heard,  that 
it  was  said  to  the  ancients;  swear  not  thou  falsely;  but 
shalt  perfoiim  to  the  Lord  thine  oaths."  Yes,  the  Jews 
had  heard  that,  and  it  had  become  to  them  another  old- 
fashioned  ceremony;  but  Jesus  had  something  different: 
"But  I  say  to  you  swear  not  at  all;  not  even  by  heaven, 
for  it  is  the  throne  of  God;  nor  by  the  earth,  because  it 
is  a  footstool  for  His  feet;  neither  by  Jerusalem,  for  it 
is  the  city  of  the  Great  King;  nor  by  the  head  of  the^ 
shalt  thou  swear,  for  thou  art  unable  to  make  one  hair 
white  or  black.  But  let  your  yes  he  yes;  and  your  no,  No: 
for  whatever  exceeds  these  proceeds  from  evil"  (Matthew 
5:33-37).  This  is  Jesus'  word,  and  is  final;  and  if  oaths 
come  from  the  evil  one,  all  Christians  must  avoid  taking 
an  oath,  or  else  anticipate  the  penalty  of  extreme  disobe- 
dience. 

Here  may  1  quote  from  "God's  Meanis  of  Grace,"  by  our 

beloved  Dr.  C.  F.  Yoder,  page  480,  where  he  speaks  in 
opposition  to  Christians  taking  the  oaths  of  secret  orders: 

(A)  "Their  oaths  are    an   insult    to    Christian    honor. 

When  a  Christian  says  "Yea,  yea,"  or  "Nay,  nay,"  that 
should  be  the  end  of  it,  but  the  oath-bound  order  says, 
"your  word  is  unreliable.  Your  honor  is  insufficient.  You 
cannot  sati.sfy  us  without  taking  an  oath." 

(B)  The  Oath  is  an  appeal  to  superstition.  It  conjures 
with  the  sacred  names  in  the  oath  to  cause  fear;  but  he 
who  does  not  fear  to  break  his  simple  word  has  no  true 
reverence  for  God,  and  only  blasphemes  when  he  makes 
the  honor  of  God   depend  upon  his  weak  vow. 
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(C)  The  oath  is  a  direct  violation  of  the  explicit  and 
emphali<;  command  of  Christ.  No  appeal  (o  tfio  law  can 
break  His  words;  for  He  is  superior  to  the  law  and  the 
prophets,  and  we  are  to  "hear  Him"  (laikc'  !»:.';;i).  What 
can  be  plainer  than  His  words? 

People  bearing  the  naune  "Brethren"  do  not  have  to 
perform  oaths;  even  our  Federal  Government  has  taken 
cognizance  of  our  zeal  for  keeping  the  commands  of  Jesus 
Christ.  In  all  federal  documents  requiring  an  oath  or 
"affidavit"  you  will  discover  that  in  parenthesis  the 
words  ("Or  affirm")  to  be  used  instead  of  the  words  "sol- 
emnly swear"  are  printed! 

The  writer  recalls  being  a  character  w^itness  for  a  fine 
young  man  who  had  been  "framed"  by  evil  .associates  in 
which  he  was  asked  to  "hold  up  your  right  hand,  and  sol- 
emly  swear."  Upon  refusing  to  do  so  the  judge  threat- 
ened a  fine  for  contempt  of  court.  Then  he  asked:  "Just 
why  do  you  refuse  to  perform  an  oath?"  The  answer  v^as: 
"Because  my  Lord  commands  that  we  'swear  not  ,at  all,' 
and  we  Brethren  believe  a  Christian's  word  is  sufficient." 
The  judge  then  said:  "Take  the  witness  stand;  I  will  ac- 
cept your  testimony  without  an  oath."  Brethren,  herein 
is  an  excellent  opportunity  for  a  great  testimony  for  our 
Faith,  and  we  should  always  be  careful  to  use  it. 

Now  we  shall  consider  the  second  phase  of  swearing 
under  the  heading  of: 

(2)   SWEARING 

This  is  similar  to  the  performance  of  an  oath  in  juris- 
dictional matters,  excepting  the  performer  calls  upon  the 
Deity  to  affirm  the  truthfulness  of  what  he  is  about  to 
do  or  say  by  using  the  phrase:  "By  God,"  or  "By  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,"  or  something  similar.  In  other  words 
he  is  assuming  that  God  will  by  His  power  enable  the 
performer  to  accomplish  what  he  is  speaking  about. 

In  the  days  of  Jesus  Christ  men  swore  "By  heaven"  or 
"By  the  holy  City"  oi-  "By  the  earth"  ,and  even  ",By  the 
hairs  of  their  heads."  One  of  the  favorite  private  oaths 
used  by  some  of  the  Eastern  groups  such  as  Mohamme- 
dans is  "By  the  beard  of  the  Holy  Prophet."  But  Jesus 
mentions  all  of  these  excepting  the  last  and  precedes  each 
with  the  command:  "Swear  not  at  all!" 

Speaking  of  swearing,  the  Apostle  James  (James  5:12) 
implores  the  Brethren:  "Above  all  things,  my  Brethren, 
swear  not;  neither  by  heaven,  neither  by  the  earth, 
neither  by  any  other  oath;  but  let  your  yea  be  yea;  and 
your  nay,  nay;  lest  ye  fall  into  condemnation"  (judgment). 
Here  James  places  obedience  to  Jesus'  command  "above 
all  things,"  and  exhorts  the  Brethren  not  to  swear  "by 
any  other  oath,"  which  is  all-inclusive.  Have  we  done 
this  ? 

(3)  CURSING 

Perhaps  this  is  the  most  prevalent  of  all  manjier  of 
profanity.  Cursing  is  calling  upon  Divine  Power  to  send 
injury  or  condemnation  upon  some  person,  place,  or  thing; 
in  other  words  it  is  invoking  Divine  Power  to  wreak  ven- 
geance for  the  person  desiring  such  injury.  The  more 
common,  form  of  invoking  this  vengeance  is  using  the 
name  of  God  first  and  then  following  this  sacred  name 
with  a  word  requesting  condemnation.  It  is  asking  God 
to   bring   condemnation    to    some   person,   place   or   thing. 

We  must  not  forget  that  the  Deity  alone  has  the  power 
to  sit  in  Judgment  and  either  condemn,  or  approve,  and 


mere  man  can  have  nothing'  what(;vf;r  to  do  v/ith  or  v/ith- 
out  it.  All  of  this  is  "taking  the  name  of  the  I»rd  God 
in  vain";  because  He  will  not  be  moved  by  any  Buch  pro- 
fanity. We  may  ask  for  blessings  in  the  name  of  God, 
and  of  Jesus  Christ,  but  never  condemnation  nor  deHtmc- 
tion;  however,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  church  members, 
and  even  men  calling  themselve.s  Christ's  miniKter.s  fail 
to  take  heed  to  the  admonition  "swear  not  at  all," 

All  of  this  is  displeasing  to  our  God  and  .Saviour. 
In  Luke  !):5.j-54  we  read  how  that  two  of  Jesus'  disciples, 
James  and  John  asked  the  Master  if  they  should  com- 
mand that  fii-e  come  down  from  heaven  and  consume  the 
Samaritans  who  were  unwilling  to  receive  Him.  What  did 
Jesus  do?  "But  He  turned,  and  rebuked  them,  and  said, 
Ye  know  what  manner  of  spirit  ye  are  of;  for  the  .Son  of 
man  is  not  come  to  destroy  men's  lives,  but  to  save 
them."  Here  James  and  John  apparently  presumed  that 
Jesus  would  permit  them  to  use  His  name  in  perpretrat- 
ing  this  destruction. 

Men  may  bring  condemnation  upon  themselves  but  we 
cannot  be  found  pleasing  to  God  when  we  ask  Him  to 
bring  it  upon  others.  In  1  Corinthians  11:29  we  find  that 
men  may  eat  and  drink  at  the  Lord's  table  and  bring  con- 
demnation upon  themselves  by  "not  discerning  the  Lord's 
body.  In  Romans  14:23  doubting  under  certain  conditions 
may  condemn  men;  and  in  Mark  16:16  we  read  that  unbe- 
lief brings  condemnation  to  men;  but  nowhere  in  Scrip- 
ture do  we  have  the  slightest  intimation  that  God  will 
send  condemnation  upon  anything,  or  anyone,  at  the  re- 
quest of  any  individual. 

Therefore  let  us  take  heed  to  the  words  of  Jesus  Christ 
and  the  Holy  Spirit  speaking  through  the  Apostle  James, 
that  "Above  all  things,  my  Brethren,  swear  not,  neither 
by  heaven,  neither  by  earth,  neither  by  any  other  oath; 
but  let  your  yea,  be  yea;  and  your  nay,  nay;  lest  ye 
FALL  INTO  CONDEMNATION." 
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to  be  baptized,  according  to  Brother  C.  A.  Stewart's  bul- 
letin. 

LANARK,  ILLINOIS.  In  the  absence  of  the  Pastor, 
Brother  J.  D.  Hamel,  Rev.  Thomas  S.  Cleworth  was  guest 
speaker  on  Sunday  March  15th.  Brother  Hamel  is  conduct- 
ing Re^^val  services  in  the  Goshen,  Indiana,  church, 
where  Brother  W.  E.  Ronk  is  Pastor. 

A  new  mimeograph  machine,  the  gift  of  the  Evening 
Cii'cle  of  the  W.  M.  S.  is  now  in  operation,  doing  a  nice 
job  on  the  local  church  literature. 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  The  Public  Service  of  the  Lay- 
men's Association  was  held  on  March  22nd. 

UDELL,  IOWA.  Dr.  Glenn  L.  Clayton,  President  of 
Ashland  College,  spoke  in  the  L'dell  church  Sunday  morn- 
ing, March  15th. 

Circle  No.  1,  of  the  W.  M.  S.  presented  their  Public 
program,  Simday  morning,  March  22nd.  The  evening  ser- 
vice featured  a  "Fanny  Crosby  Song  Night"  service. 

A  Family  Night  was  observed  on  March  iSth.  Follow- 
ing a  covered  dish  supper,  the  religious  film,  "Journey 
In<o  Faith,"  was  presented. 
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ASHLAND  COLLEGE   1952-1953   EDUCATIONAL  DAY  OFFERING 


We  ait  pleased  to  submit  the  following  report  of  Edu- 
cational Day  Offerings.  The  total  amount  to  date  is  below 
last  year's  gift  of  equal  date,  but  there  are  a  number  of 
chuivhes  which  have  not  yet  repoxted.  Will  you  kindly 
scan  this  i-eport  and  if  you  do  not  find  your  church  listed, 
please  urge  your  treasurer  to  forward  your  offering 
pi-omptly,  for  it  is  greatly  needed.  An  enrollment  lower 
than  we  anticipated  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  along 


witii  increased  costs  of  operation,  means  that  our  offer- 
ings must  be  increased  materially  to  avoid  a  large  deficit 
at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year.  A  large  offering  froni 
every  Brethren  Church  is  our  goal.  You  will  not  fail  us. 

All  gifts  have  been  acknowledged,  but  we  again  thank 
you  for  your  prayers  and  your  interest  in  behalf  of  youi' 
College. 


lENTK  \L   DISTRICT 

Cerro  Gordo,  111.  Brethren    $  26.00 

Unark,  111.  Brethren   108.75 

.MilledgeviUe,  111.  .Brethren   456.00 

Cdell,   Iowa,   Brethren    20.42 

( Waterloo,  Iowa,  Brethren   100.00 

(Waterloo,  Iowa,  Brethren   (additional)    135.25 


NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA  DISTRICT 

Manteca  Brethren  Church,  Manteca,  Calif. 
Tucson  Brethren  Church,  Tucson,  Arizona  . 


56.00 
35.10 


$  906.42 

INDIANA   DISTRICT 

Ai-dmore  Brethren  Church,  South  Bend,  Ind.    ...$  81.00 

Brighton  .Brethren  Church,   Brighton,   Ind 12.00 

Burlington   Brethren  Church,  Burlington,  Ind.    . .  61.00 

Center  Chapel  Brethren  Church,  Peru,  Ind 27.25 

College  Corner  Brethren  Church,  Wabash,  Ind.  .  .  27.00 

Corinth   Brethren  Church,  Twelve  Mile,  Ind 32.35 

County  Line   Brethren   Church,  Lapaz,   Ind 25.00 

Denver  Brethren  Church,  Denver,  Ind 27.00 

Dutchtown   Brethren  Church,  Warsaw,   Ind 19.00 

Elkhart  First  Brethren  Church,  Flora,  Ind 455.00 

Flora  First  Brethren  Church,  Floia,  Ind 33.00 

Goshen  First  Brethren  Church,  Goshen,  Ind 360.71 

Huntington  First  .Brethren  Church,  Huntington.  .  21.00 

Loree  Brethren  Church,  Loree,  Ind 79.00 

Mexico  First  Brethren  Church,  Mexico,  Ind 74.30 

Milford   Brethren   Church    75.00 

Muncie  First  Brethren  Church,  Muncie,  Ind 72.50 

Nappanee  First  Biethren  Church,  Nappanee,  Ind.  516.00 

New  Paris  .Brethren  Chuich,  New  Paris,  Ind.    .  .  127.53 

North  Liberty  Brethren  Church,  N.  Liberty,  Ind.  7,1.00 

N.  Manchester  First  Brethren  Church   461.00 

Oakville  First  Breth.  Ch.,  Oakville,  Ind 59.15 

Peru  First  Brethien  Church,  Peru,  Ind 60.00 

Roanoke   Brethren  Chuich,  Roanoke,  Ind 30.00 

First  Brethren  Chuich,  South  Bend,  Ind 81.00 

Teegarden    Brethren    Church,    Teegarden,    Ind...  30.00 

Tiosa  Brethren  Church,  Tiosa,  Ind 26.00 

Warsaw    Brethren   Church,   Warsaw,   Ind 50.25 


$2,994.04 
MID-WE.ST  DISTRICT 

Carleton  Brethren  Church,  Carleton,  Nebr .$  19.02 

Falls  City  Brethren  Church,  Falls  City,  Nebr...  27.50 

.Morrill   Brethren  Church,  Morrill,  Kans 10.00 

Mulvane   Brethren   Church,  Mulvane,   Kans 31.75 

Portis   Brethren  Church,  Portis,  Kans 10.00 


$  91.10 

OHIO  DISTRICT 

Park  Street  Brethren  Church,  Ashland,  0 $  445.98 

First   Brethren   Church,   Bryan,   Ohio    310.00 

Trinity  .Brethren  Church,  Canton,  Ohio    198.38 

Hillcrest  Brethren  Church,  Dayton,  Ohio   106.00 

Fairhaven  Brethren  Church,  West  Salem,  Ohio..  62.82 

Fairview  Brethren  Ch.,  Washington  C.  H.  Ohio.  13.00 

Firestone  Park  Brethren  Church,  Akron,  Ohio   .  .  35.88 

Fremont  First  Brethi-en  Church,  Fremont,  Ohio.  .  1.00 

Glenford  Brethren  Church,  Glenford,  Ohio 10.00 

Gratis  First  Brethren  Church,  Gratis,  Ohio    ....  50.00 

Gi'etna  .Brethi'en  Church,   Bellefontaine,   Ohio    .  .  129.57 

Mansfield  First  Brethren  Church,  Mansfield,  Ohio  10.00 

Mt.  Zion  Brethren  Church,  Logan,  Ohio  5.00 

First  Brethren  Church,  New  Lebanon,  Ohio   ....  110.00 

First  Brethren  Church,  North  Georgetown,  Ohio  124.00 

First  Brethren  Church,  Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio    41.60 

First  Brethren  Church,  Smithville,  Ohio 412.75 

First  Brethren  Church,  West  Alexandria,  Ohio  .  .  30.00 

Williamstown  Brethren  Church,  Williamstown,  0.  87.16 


$      98.27 


$2,183.14 

PENNSYLVANIA  DISTRICT 

Berlin    .Brethren   Church,   Berlin,   Pa $  184.00 

Brush  Valley  Brethren  Church,  Adrian  ,Pa 18.00 

Calvary  Brethren  Church,  Pittstown,  Pa 18.00 

Cameron   Brethren   Church,  Cameron,   W.  Va.    .  .  6.00 

First  (Brethren  Church,  Conemaugh,  Pa 52.00 

Highland  Brethien  Church,  Marianna,  Pa 6.00 

First  Brethren  Church,  Johnstown,  Pa 67.00 

Second   Brethren   Church,  Johnstown,  Pa 61.40 

Third  Brethren  Church,  Johnstown,  Pa 179.00 

Masontown  Bi-ethren  Chuich,  Masontown,  Pa.   .  .  12.00 

Main  Street  Brethren  Church,  Meyersdale,  Pa...  178.00 

Mt.  Olivet  Brethren  Church,  Georgetown,  Del.  .  .  22.00 

First  .Brethren  Church,  Pittsburgh,  Pa 68.80 

Quiet  Dell   Brethren  Ch.   (Greene  County,  Penna.) 

post  office— Cameron,  W.  Va.,  R.  R.  1    6.00 

Raystown    Brethien   Church,   Saxton,   Pa 10.00 

Sergeantsville  Brethren  Ch.,  Seargentsville,  N.  J.  26.00 

Second  Brethren  Church,  Uniontown,  Pa 74.50 

Valley  Brethren  Church,  Jones  Mills,  Pa 23.00 

Vandergrift  Brethren  Ch.,  North  Vandergrift,  Pa.  19.42 
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Vinco   Brethren  Ch.,  Rt.   1,  Mineral  Toint,  Pa.   ..  IHCt.U 

Wayne  Heights  Brethren  Ch.,  Waynesboro,  Pa..  .  .'iO.OO 

White  Dale  Brethren  Church,  Terra  Alta,  W.  Va.  2\.<]U 

$1,278.0G 

SOUTHEAST  DISTRICT 

Bethlehem  Brethren  Church,  Harrisonbui'g,  Va....t;  6.00 

Gatevvood  Brethren  Church,  Gatewood,  W.  Va...  8.00 

First  Brethren  Church,  Hagerstown,  Md G86.i)!i 

Linwood   Brethren  Church,  Linwood,  Md 38.75 

Lost  Creek  Brethren  Church,  Lost  Creek,  Ky.    .  .  1.00 

Mathias  Brethren  Church,  Mathias,  Va 5.00 

Maurertown  Brethren  Church,  Maurertown,  Va..  15.00 

Mt.    Olive    Brethren   Church,   McGaheysville,   Va.  16.00 

Oak  Hill  Brethren  Church,  Oak  Hill,  W.  Va 55.00 

St.  James  Brethren  Church,  St.  James,  Md 110.00 

Washington  .Brethren  Church,  Washington,  D.  C.  2.00 

Haddix  Brethren  Church,  Haddix,  Ky 11.00 

First   Brethren   Church,  Cumberland,  Md 13.25 

$  917.99 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Ruth  Lichty    $  10.00 

H.  B.  Viers,  120  Clearview  Ave.,  Worthington,  0.  1.00 

Mrs.  Linda  Moyer,  Mars,  Pa 5.00 

Mrs.  A.  W.  Merrifield,  1010  Cherry  St. 

Winnetka,  111 $  2.00 


$      18.00 


Total  of  Gifts  to  Educational  Day  Offering  .  .  $8,481.82 
A.  Glenn  Carpenter,  Business  Manager. 
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YOUTH  OROUP  ADVISORS  CONFERENCE! 

Notice  to  all  Ohio  District  Brotherhood,  Sister- 
hood, B.  Y.  ('.  adult  advisors. 

KEEP  SATURDAY,  MAY  2nd,  open  on  your 
engcigement  calendar  for  one  of  the  most  inn- 
portant  events  of  the  yaai-.  The  Ohio  District 
Brethren  Youth  Board  is  making  preparations 
for  an  all  day  conference  in  the  Memorial  Chapel 
at  Ashland  College  'especially  designed  to  aid 
adult  advisors  in  carrying  out  their  responsibil- 
ities with  the  youth  groups.  Besides  the  vital  dis- 
cussion groups,  the  program  will  include  periods 
of  worship,  recreation,  singing  and  fellowship. 

A  unique  meal  will  be  served  at  the  noon  hour 
under  the  supervision  of  Miss  Margaret  Lowery. 

Pastors  and  youth  leaders  will  receive  further 
information  and  registration  blanks  for  this  con- 
ference through  the  mail  within  a  few  days.  In 
the  meantime  make  a  note  of  the  date  and  plan 
on  attending  this  meeting. 

OHIO  DISTRICT  YOUTH  BOARD. 
^Henry  Bates,  Chairman 

P.  S.  Pastors  and  youth  group  advisors  from 
neighboring  districts  are  cordially  invited  to  at- 
tend this  conference  also. 
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MAKING  YOUR  CHURCH  100% 

Naturally,  we  are  talking  about  making  your  Church 
100%  on  EVANGELIST  subscriptions.  Here  are  some 
suggestions  to  simplify  your  end  of  the  work.  Your  co- 
operation in  preparing  your  lists  will  facilitate  the  pro- 
cessing of  subscriptions  in  the  office. 

1.  PREPARE   YOUR    LIST   ALPHABETICALLY,   giv 

ing  name  of  person  to  receive  the  EVANGELIST.  Please 
note:  If  a  husband,  give  also  the  first  name  of  wife;  for 
example:  Mr.  Henry  Jones  (Mary).  If  a  woman,  give 
name  as  Miss  Mary  Jones,  or,  Mrs.  Henry  Jones  (Mary), 
or,  Mrs.  Mary  Jones  (Henry).  Perhaps  you  are  already 
weighted  down  with  the  seeming  confusion  of  this  para- 
graph. But,  your  kind  heeding  of  our  request  will  pre- 
vent confusion  in  our  office,  especially  if  the  Jones'  live 
on  a  rural  route.  This  may  not  be  entirely  clear  to  you, 
from  our  explanation,  but  in  setting  up  our  records  oji 
subscriptions,  it  will  help  us  prevent  duplications  if  you 
send  them  in  this  way. 

2.  LIST  FULL,  COMPLETE  ADDRESS,  including  Box 
number  and  Rural  Route,  or  Street  and  house  number, 
plus  city,  zone  number  if  you  have  one,  and   State. 


ABOUT  EXPIRATION  DATES,  which  we  mentioned  to 
you  last  week.  Be  sure  to  list  ALL  those  who  are  to  re- 
ceive the  EVANGELIST.  Mark  those  who  are  now  re- 
ceiving it. 

On  100?f  lists  ALL  subscriptions  expire  on  the  same 
date — for  instance,  June  1954.  If  a  subscription  now  ex- 
pires in  September  1953,  or  April  1954,  or  even  August 
1954,  for  instance,  our  office  will  figure  the  pro-ratio 
rate,  to  give  full  value  to  the  unexpired  subscriptions. 
Our  office  will  figure  this  credit  in  the  total  bill  for  your 
list. 

We  have  tried  to  make  this  as  simple  as  possible,  to 
encourage  your  church  to  go  100 ""r.  You,  your  Church, 
will  benefit  from  a  complete  coverage  of  the  membership 
by  THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST. 

We  have  a  good  supply  of  helpful  articles  to  be  sent 
your  way  in  the  months  ahead,  and  more  are  arriving 
all  of  the  time.  We  are  sure  that  you  will  find  joy  and 
help  in  reading  them.  So,  we  urge  you  to  put  THE 
EVANGELIST  in  every  home  of  your  cliurch  so  that 
others  might  share  the  value  and  helpfulness  of  these 
articles.  W.  S.  B.,  Editor. 


PACK  TWiELVE 


THiE   BRETHREN   EVANGELlS'l' 


Topic  for  April  5,   1953 

COME  SEE.  GO  Ql  KKLY.  TELL 

Matthew   28:5-7 

THE  COMMAND  OF  CHRIST!  The  circumstances 
were  inexpressibly  solemn.  He  had  risen  from  the 
dead  and  was  about  to  ascend  to  the  Father.  But  before 
He  left  His  disciples,  He  said  unto  them:  ''AH  authority 
hath  been  given  unto  me  in  heaven  and  on  earth.  Go  ye 
therefore,  and  make  disciples  of  all  the  nations,  baptizing 
them  into  the  name  of  the  Father  and  of  the  Son  and  the 
Holy  Spirit:  teaching  them  to  observe  all  things  whatso- 
ever I  commanded  you:  and  lo,  I  am  with  you  always, 
even  unto  the  end  of  the  world."  Matthew  28:18-20.  There 
is  no  doubting  that  command.  Whether  we  consider  the 
Pei-son  who  gave  it,  the  circumstances  in  which  it  was 
given,  or  the  duty  imposed,  we  must  regard  it  as  being 
very  important.  It  is  the  bugle  call  which,  to  the  true  sol- 
dier, never  loses  its  thrilling,  responsive,  compelling 
power.  It  is  not  a  request;  not  a  suggestion.  It  leaves 
nothing  to  our  choice.  It  is  an  order  clear  and  imperative: 
"GO!" 

1.  THE  SUPREME  THOUGHT  OF  CHRIST.  No  one 
can  read  the  New  Testament  without  seeing  that  the 
evangelization  of  the  world  was  the  supreme  thought  of 
Christ.  He  came  into  the  world  to  save  it.  He  sought,  not 
merely  for  the  rich  and  influential,  but  for  men  as  men, 
regardless  of  their  wealth  or  position.  When  the  blind 
beggar  cried  out  to  Him  for  help.  He  said  unto  him:  "Go 
thy  way;  thy  faith  hath  made  thee  whole."  (Mark  10:52). 
When  He  saw  the  starving  multitude.  He  "had  compas- 
sion on  them,  because  they  were  as  sheep  not  having  a 
shepherd."  (Mark  6:34)  He  could  not  bear  to  see  men 
perish,  and  the  thought  of  it  caused  Him  keenest  agony. 
He  was  Himself  a  MISSIONARY,  and  His  entire  ministry 
was  a  missionary  ministry. 

2.  HIS  SUPREME  THOUGHT  STILL.  And  still  the 
world's  evangelization  is  His  supjeme  thought.  He  is  "the 
.same  yesterday  and  today,  yea  and  forever."  Now,  as  of 
old,  the  Son  of  Man  looks  upon  a  sorrowing,  dying  woi'ld 
with  great  pity.  This  is  the  attitude  of  the  divine  heart. 
Christ  said  that  when  the  piodigal  "was  yet  afar  off,  his 
father  .saw  him,  and  was  moved  with  compassion,  and 
ran,  and  fell  on  his  neck  and  kissed  him."  Seeing  him 
"afar  off"  of  course  means  that  he  was  looking  for  him, 
gazing  often  and  with  fatherly  yearning  far  down  the 
road  on  which  he  hoped  and  prayed  and  knew  that  the 
wanderer  would  soon  come. 

.3.  DESIRES  SALVATION  OF  ALL.  His  love  .seeks  the 
most  distant.  We  complacently  imagine  that  God  loves  us 
more  than  any  othrr  people;  but  the  Shepherd  who  left 
the  ninety  and  nine  shoep  in  the  wilderness  and  sought 
the  one  that  was  lost  is  surely  most  tenderly  thoughtful, 
not  about  us  in  our  comfortable,  gospel-lighted  homes, 
but  about  the  oppressed  blacks  of  Africa  and  the  starving 
millions  of  Asia.  Jehovah  is  the  God  of  the  whole  earth. 


Christ  "is  the  propitiation  for  our  sins;  and  not  for  ours 
only,  but  also  for  the  whole  world."  I  John  2:2. 

4.  NEGLECT  IS  UNCHRISTIAN.  Those  of  you  who 
know  about  the  heathen  w^ho  die  without  having  heard  of 
Christ  may  well  be  concerned  about  the  salvation  of  pro- 
fessed Christians  who,  with  the  Bible  in  theii-  hands,  the 
command  of  Christ  sounding  in  their  ears,  and  the  con- 
dition of  the  lost  world  before  their  eyes,  manifest  but 
little  interest  in  the  effort  to  save  the  world.  It  is  dif- 
ficult to  understand  how  those  who  profess  to  serve 
Christ  can  be  indifferent  to  the  most  important  work 
which  Christ  has  committed  to  His  followers,  or  how  they 
can  expect  His  blessing  while  they  neglect  his  specific 
command.  "GO,  PREACH."  These  words  surely  mean  that 
Christ  intended  every  one  of  His  disciples  to  have  some 
part  in  the  effort  to  make  the  gospel  known  to  all  men, 
either  by  personally  going  or  by  GIVING  TOWARD  sup- 
port of  those  who  do  go.  THE  OBLIGATION  IS  LAID 
UPON  THE  CONSCIENCE  OF  lEVERY  CHRISTIAN. 

5.  EVERYBODY  AT  IT!  Even  if  we  cannot  go  to  the 
Mission  field  we  can  become  workers  even  this  day  in  the 
mission  field  by  giving  of  our  gifts  to  the  EASTER  FOR- 
EIGN MISSION  OFFERING.  Remember  money  repres- 
sents  service.  Money  represents  life  invested.  We  give 
of  what  we  have,  and  we  give  in  proportion  to  our  inter- 
est in  anything.  We  fand  that  in  the  Brethren  Church  the 
TITHE  as  a  principle  in  giving  is  being  adopted  by  a 
surprisingly  large  number  of  good  people  in  all  churches. 
And  almost  without  exception  they  stick  to  it,  their  giv- 
ing is  greatly  increased,  and  their  spiritual  life  intensi- 
fied. A  person  is  sure  to  increase  interest  in  that  towards 
which  he  is  a  regular  contributor. 

6.  TESTING  YOURSELF.  A  person  can  test  himself,  if 
he  wishes,  very  easily  on  this  matter  of  giving.  If  he  is 
reluctant  to  give  his  share  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  if  he 
always  feels  that  the  calls  for  money  are  too  many,  and 
"more  than  they  used  to  be,"  if  he  objects  to  the  increase 
of  sermons  on  giving,  and  if  he  refuses  to  read  literature 
on  giving,  then,  it  appears  to  me — and  I  cannot  escape 
the  conviction — he  has  not  the  spirit  of  Christ.  It  is  not 
a  question  of  giving  away  all  one  has — not  at  all;  but  it 
is  a  question  of  giving  back  to  the  Lord  a  reasonable  pro- 
portion of  that  which  He  has  lent  to  us,  as  stewards, 
from  whom  He  has  every  right  to  expect  fair  dealing. 

7.  REMEMBER  APRIL  5th  IS  "F-M"  DAY!  Give  all 
you  can  toward  the  EASTER  FOREIGN  MISSIONARY 
OFFERING.  The  problem  of  missions  at  the  present  mo- 
ment is  doubtless  the  greatest  problem  in  the  world.  We 
must  stand  by  our  boards,  both  District  and  General 
Boards.  The  General  Mission  Board  demonstrated  the 
fact  that  it  has  vision,  by  helping  and  guiding  a  very 
fine  number  of  Student  Volunteers  who  are  being  given 
every  encouragement  to  continue  their  preparation  for 
the  largest  work  possible  for  them  in  the  Church.  If  this 
can  not  be  the  foreign  field,  then  wherever  else  the  Lord 
may  le^d. 

At  present  we  have  work  in  Africa  and  South  America. 
Your  .Board  is  planning  to  reach  out  into  other  fields  of 
endeavor  as  the  giving  of  your  lives  and  gifts  will  permit. 
The  board  is  prepared  to  push  the  work  farther  and  far- 
ther afield,  in  pi'oportion  as  members  and  congregations 
of  one  spirit  will  work  with  them.  The  genius  of  our 
Church  lies  concealed  in  the  words:  "We  are  Workers  To- 
gether, Workers  Together  With  God." 


MAIiCH   28,   l%;i 
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Wraycr  Wleetivicj 
Studies 

JOURNEY'S  END 


I  searched  the  world  for  calm  content; 
It  led  to  \\4iere  a  Baby  lay; 
The  search  led  high,  the  search  led  far 
Beneath  a  radiant  star. 

I  searched  the  world  for  living  truth; 

The  search  was  broad,  the  search  was  long; 

It  led  to  Him  beside  a  sea 

Before  a  listening  throng. 

I  searched  the  world  for  a  perfect  love; 
The  search  was  deep,  the  search  was  wide; 
It  led  me  to  a  wind-swept  hill. 
To  One  they  crucified. 

I  searched  the  world  for  joyous  faith; 
Into  a  garden  led  the  way. 
I  searched  and  found  the  living  truth : 
On  resurrection  day! 

— Bertie  Cole  Bays. 

THOUSANDS  OF  RELIGIOUS  WORSHIPPERS,  reg- 
ularly attending  the  church  of  their  choice,  have  never 
found  real  assurance  of  soul  in  regard  to  salvation  (2 
Tim.  1:7-12).  They  must  be  brought  to  the  place  of  Cal- 
vary (John  12:32,  33)  and  the  place  of  Bethlehem  (Luke 
2:15  and  the  Garden  with  the  empty  tomb  (Matt.  28:6), 
for  if  it  had  not  been  for  Calvary,  God  would  never  have 
arranged  a  Bethlehem  and  a  Resurrection  Day.  We  must 
accept  the  virgin  birth  at  .Bethlehem  (Luke  1:26-35)  be- 
fore we  can  know  the  atonement  of  Calvary  and  under- 
stand the  miracle  of  the  resurrection  (1  Tim.  3:16).  For 
salvation  we  are  to  confess  that  Jesus  is  Lord  (Romans 
10:9,  10),  which  involves  Christ  as  pre-existent  with  God, 
Co-creator  with  Him  in  the  beginning,  the  predicted  seed 
of  the  woman,  with  a  virgin  birth  (Isaiah  7:14;  Matt.l: 
23),  and  we  have  to  believe  in  the  bodily  resurrection  of 
Christ,  Who  convinced  the  doubting  Thomas  (John 
20:27,  28). 

In  John  8:52-59  Jesus  gave  the  Jews  to  understand  that 
He  was  the  God  of  the  Old  Testament.  Jesus  said  that 
He  was  the  One  Who  appeared  to  Isaiah  in  his  vision 
(Isaiah  6:3,  8-10;  John  12:39-41),  and  thus  identified 
Himself  as  Jehovah  God.  John  the  Baptist  in  preparing 
the  way  of  the  Lord  (Matt.  3:1-3)  believed  Jesus  to  be 
the  God  of  Isaiah's  prophecy  (Isaiah  40:3-5).  The  Lord 
prephesied  that  He  would  one  day  be  pierced  (Zech.  12: 
1,  10),  and  John  19  tells  how  they  pierced  His  hands, 
feet  and  side.  When  He  comes  again  those  who  pierced 
Him  will  mourn  (Rev.  1:7).  The  pierced-one  is  "this  same 
Jesus,"  the  Creator  of  Zech.  12:1.  Thus  as  God — not  God 
the  Father,  not  God  the  Holy  Spirit,  but  God,  the  Eter- 
nal Son,  co-equal  and  co-existent  with  God  the  Father — 
this  second  member  of  the  God-head  Three  was  "God 
manifest    in    the   flesh"    (Psalm    83:18).    As    Mediator    in 


subjec;tion  to  the  Father  and  dependent  upon  the  Spirit 
for  the  consummation  of  Hi.s  work  (1  Cor.  15:28)  He  can 
reach  and  redeem  falif;n  humanity. 

God  the  Father,  and  God  the  Son  derive  their  life  from 
no  one  (John  5:26)  for  both  are  eternally  self-exJHtent. 
Our  Lord  was  before  Abraham  (John  8:58),  before  anj?el:~; 
and  all  things  (Col.  I:l5-J7j,  and  is  "the  express  image 
of  His  (God's)  person  (Heb.  1:3).  God  is  everywhere 
present  all  of  the  time  (Jer.  23:23,  24).  Jesus  claimed 
that  He  was  omnipresent  while  here  upon  earth  (John 
1:18;  3:13).  No  one  but  God  could  make  .such  a  claim. 
He  has  the  omnipotent  power  of  the  resurrection  and 
glorification  of  our  bodies  (Phil.  3:21  ^  He  alone  could 
raise  Himself  from  the  dead  (John  10:17,  18).  Such  power 
belongs  only  to  God  (John  2:19,  21).  He  has  the  change- 
lessness  of  God  (Mai.  2:6;  Psalm  102:24-27;  Heb.  13:8). 
He  is  presented  in  Scripture  as  Creator  (John  1:3;  Col. 
1:16;  Heb.  1:10;  Rev.  3:14).  "By  Him  all  things  consist" 
(Col.  1:17).  "Who  can  forgive  sins  but  God  only  (Mark 
2:10)?  Resurrection  and  judgment  are  committed  to  Him 
(John  5:27-29;  Acts  17:31).  He  is  worthy  of  worship  as 
God   (Hebrews  1:6). 


Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vanator 

Lesson  for  April  5,  1953 

OUR  LIVING  LORD 

Lesson:   Matthew  28:1-10,   16-20 

WITH  THIS  LESSON  we  conclude  our  running  study 
of  the  Gospel  According  to  Matthew.  If  we  have 
followed  the  guidance  we  have  been  given  in  the  selection 
of  the  lesson  texts,  we  have  obtained  at  least  a  pai-tial 
view  of  our  Lord's  birth,  life  and  ministry  among  men 
while  He  was  here  on  this  earth.  These  studies  were  re- 
lated to  the  building  up  of  the  life  of  His  followers  in 
their  faith  and  to  the  furtherance  of  their  understanding 
of  His  purpose  in  coming  into  the  world. 

Now  we  come  to  the  climax  of  the  whole  study  and  we 
find  ourselves  face  to  face  with  "The  Risen  Lord."  for  we 
read  these  heartening  words  in  the  9th  verse  of  our 
printed  text,  "Behold  Jesus  met  them,  saying.  All  hail  .  .  . 
Be  not  afraid."  And  today — this  Easter  Sunday — we  can 
behold  Him  with  our  mind's  eye  and  hear  His  gracious 
"All  hail  ...  Be  not  afraid," 

If  I  were  asked  to  choose  a  verse  that  expresses  nearly 
as  much  to  me  and  in  some  ways  niore  than  John  3:16,  I 
believe  it  would  be  Matthew  28:6 — "He  is  not  here:  for 
he  is  risen,  as  he  said.  Come,  and  see  the  place  where 
the  Lord  lay."  Here  at  the  door  of  the  empty  tomb  are 
given  out  the  words  which  spell  the  difference  between 
life  and  death;  between  joy  and  despair:  between  assur- 
ance and  disillusionment;  between  trust  and  doubt.  Tiiese 
woi'ds  emplant  new  courage  in  the  hearts  of  His  follow- 
ers; they  give  credence  to  the  words  which  Jesus  had  ut- 
tered in  their  presence  when  He  told  them  that  He  must 


I'AGK  FOURTEEN 


THE   BRETHREN   EVANGELIST 


needs  be  crucifiod  and  then  confined  to  tlic  tomb  as  hu- 
manly dead,  but  tliat  on  the  third  day  He  would  arise 
from  the  dead.  Now  they  could  understand  at  least  a  part 
of  it.  How  fully  the  women  must  have  exhibited  their 
faith.  Their  cry.  "We  have  seen  the  Loi-d,"  could  carry  no 
niiuiner  of  doubt. 

This  is  shown  in  the  words  in  verse  9,  "And  as  thoy 
went  to  tell  his  disciples  ..."  In  the  i-eaction  of  the  dis- 
ciples, who  at  their  biddin.c:.  "went  away  into  Galilee,  into 
a  mountain  whore  Jesus  had  appointed  them,"  we  find 
their  partial  return  to  trust  and  faith  they  had  formerly 
griven  Him.  Yet  we  find  also  some  of  their  "doubtinss" 
still  lingering:,  for  we  also  read  that  in  the  mountain, 
when  Jesus  appeared  to  them  that  "when  they  saw  him, 
they  worshipped  him:  but  some  doubted." 

"Some  doubted" — what  a  state  in  which  to  find  them- 
selves. "When  thoy  saw  him  .  .  .  some  doubted."  Do  you 
remember  what  Josus  said  to  Thomas  as  they  met  in  that 
upper  closed  chamber?  "Thomas,  reach  hither  thy  finger, 
and  behold  my  hands;  and  reach  hither  thy  hand,  and 
thrust  it  into  my  side:  and  be  not  faithless,  but  believ- 
ing." Yes,  even  Thomas  had  doubted.  Do  we  doubt  this 
day  ?  God  forbid !  For  did  not  Jesus  say  that  we  wiio  be- 
lieve, not  having  seen,  shall  be  more  greatly  blessed  than 
even  Thomas  in  his  seeing  and  believing? 

One  of  the  best  attested  facts  in  the  world  is  that  the 
tomb  was  emptied  by  the  power  of  the  Living  God,  who 
caused  His  Son  to  arise  from  the  dead.  The  weak  excuse 
given  by  the  Jews  that  His  disciples  had  stolen  away  His 
body,  falls  before  the  word  of  the  Risen  Jesus  who  stood 
above  the  .-Apostle  John  on  the  Isle  of  Patmos  and  pro- 
claimed, "I  am  he  that  liveth  and  was  dead;  and,  behold. 
I  am  alive  for  evermore,  Amen;  and  have  the  keys  of 
hell  and  of  death." 

That  is  the  message  of  Eastei- — "Alive  for  evermore." 
Is  it  any  wonder  we  rejoice  and  sing,  "Up  from  the 
grave  He  arose,  with  a  mighty  triumph  o'er  His  foes.  He 
arose  a  victor  from  the  dark  domain,  and  He  lives  foi'- 
ever  with  His  saints  to  reign!  He  arose!  He  arose!  Halle- 
lujah, Christ  arose!" 
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THAT   WONDROUS  CROSS 
(Continued  from  Page  3) 
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cross.  Satan  tried  to  get  Him  to  yield  to  the  world,  the 
flesh,  and  to  all  manner  of  sin.  Satan  tried  to  have  Jesus 
killed  at  the  hands  of  His  enemies.  Satan  even  tried  to 
lure  Jesus  away  from  the  cross  through  Jesus'  fiiends. 

But  Satan  could  not — for  Christ  suffered  eveiy  tempta- 
tion without  sin,  that  He  might  go  to  the  cross  of  Calvary 
as  a  sinless,  peifect  blood  sacrifice  foi    man's  sin. 

Man  had  sinned,  whether  man  admits  it  or  not.  "For 
all  have  sinned  and  come  short  of  the  glory  of  God." 
Sin,  of  which  we  all  are  guilty,  cai-ries  with  it  an  eternal 
punishment.   "The  soul   that  sinneth   it  .shall   surely  die." 

God  said,  "Without  the  shedding  of  blood  there  is  no 
)-emission  of  sin."  Christ  shed  His  blood  on  the  cross.  He 
willingly  laid  down  His  life — on  that  cross.  He  died  there 
in  our  place.  Instead  of  our  having  to  suffer  eternal  pun- 


ishment for   sin,   we   can    now  have   the   blessed   hope   of 
sins   forgiven,   and   assurance   of   eternal    life   to   come. 

That's  why  the  cross  is  the  center  of  our  faith.  There- 
on w^as  performed  the  work  of  God  which  gives  us  our 
saving  faith.  It  should  be  noted  here  that  this  is  God's 
one  and  only  remedy  for  sin.  It  is  God's  only  covering 
for  our  sin.  Had  there  been  any  other  way  for  men  to 
have  their  sins  forgiven,  other  than  by  plunging  into  the 
flood  of  Christ's  blood  from  Calvary,  do  you  think  that 
Jesus  would  have  gone  to  the  cross?  No,  there  is  no  other 
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The  saints  of  heaven  are  Blood-bought.  Christ  said 
that'  He  is  the  door  to  the  sheep-fold.  He  said  that  He  is 
the  Way,  the  Truth,  Tlie  Life."  All  His  teachings  insist 
that  only  through  Him  do  men  attain  eternal  righteous- 
ness and  happiness.  His  way  is  the  way  of  the  cross. 

Heaven  shall  contain  none  who  are  not  washed  in  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb.  You  may  be  counting  on  entering 
heaven  by  other  means — your  ow^n  goodness,  your  own 
works,  etc.  If  you  are,  then  the  cross,  as  you  survey  it, 
has  little  meaning  to  you  this  Easter,  and  you  are  due 
for  bitter  disappointment. 

But  if  you  believe  that  your  sins  are  forgiven  through  1 
your  faith   in   Christ  as  the   Divine   Son   of  God,  and   in 
your  acceptance  of  His  sacrifice  upon  the  cross,  then  as 
you   survey  the   cross,  your  heart  is  filled  with  joy  and 
praise.  ■ 

To  us,  this  hymn,  "When  I  Survey  the  Wondrous 
Cross"  is  one  of  the  greatest  hymns  of  the  Christian 
church.  It  tells  of  of  Christ  as  He  died,  of  His  suffering 
and  the  pouring  forth  of  His  blood.  It  rightly  belittles 
our  own  pride  and  glory,  seeking  to  bring  us  to  the  place 
where  we  realize  that  nothing  of  ourselves  can  be  ac- 
ceptable to   Him,  except  our  soul,  our  life,  our  all. 

Sing  this  hymn  in  your  churches,  in  your  homes,  this 
Easter  time.  Think  again  of  Christ's  death  foi'  us;  that  i 
had  He  not  died  there,  and  risen  again  on  the  resurrec- 
tion morning,  that  we  would  be  eternally  lost.  Then, 
let  us  put  ourselves  in  the  place  of  dedication,  consecra- 
tion, and  service  for  Him,  both  now  and  for  the  years  to 
come.— W.  S.  B. 
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LOST  CREEK,  KENTUCKY 

You  have  not  heard  from  us  for  sometime,  and  that 
does  not  mean  inactivity,  but  lather,  much  doing.  Soon 
after  the  holidays,  we  were  much  afflicted  with  what  was 
quite  common  this  year,  the  flu.  It  did  not  seem  satis- 
fied to  visit  us  once,  but  came  back,  for  both  teacher 
and  pupil.  Mrs.  Drushal,  possibly,  had  the  toughest  time 
of  it,  but  we  praise  the  Lord  for  deliverances,  and  now 
we  seem  to  be  quite  free  of  it. 

One  of  the  high  lights  of  the  school  year  is  our  annual 
Bible  Conference,  held  the  last  two-day  week-end  of  Feb-   | 
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ruary.  We  have  it  at  this  time  so  that  folks  who  f;uiii 
here  can  attend.  We  also  dismiss  school  for  the  time,  rf- 
quiring  the  students  to  attend.  The  time  is  given  to  Bible 
lectures  on  the  theme  of  the  Conference,  which  this  ycai- 
was  "Witnessing." 

We  have  one  principle  speaker,  a  song  leader,  with 
local  ministers  being  invited  in  for  discussions.  This  year, 
we  had  the  Rev.  Professor  Henry  Bates  of  the  Ashland 
College  Seminary  Faculty,  as  the  chief  speaker.  He  gave 
us  very  helpful  and  impressive  messages  which  seemed  to 
take  well  with  the  audiences.  As  song  leader,  we  had  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Barrel  Owens  of  Three  Links,  Kentucky, 
who  .also  are  very  fine.  Mrs.  Owens  plays  a  number  of 
different  instiuments,  all  to  the  Glory  of  the  Lord. 

Sickness  kept  some  away  this  year,  but  we  had  a  very 
impressive  time,  and  the  Lord  was  with  us  in  much  power. 

Last  fall  we  entered  the  Christian  Life  Sunday  School 
contest,  not  with  any  desire  to  win  a  prize,  but  that  at- 
tendance and  interest  might  be  helped.  In  this  we  have 
not  been  disappointed,  as  it  has  done  much  to  increase 
the  attendance  here,  and  likewise  the  interest.  The  time 
and  effort  spent  in  the  matter  was  well  worth-while. 

Attendance  at  the  out-posts  has  been  right  good  also. 
Some  problems  are  in  the  offing  at  different  places, 
which  only  the  Lord  through  prayer,  we  believe,  can  solve. 
Attendance  at  school  here  this  year  has  been  good,  and 
we  do  not  understand  it  at  all.  Our  main  school  building 
some  years  ago  came  to  the  end  of  the  road,  we  thought. 
It  seemed  then,  that  we  would  have  to  build,  but  one 
thing  and  another  prevented,  and  yet  we  do  not  have  the 
building.  The  building  has  been  talked  about  so  long  that 
folks  here  don't  believe  we  are  actually  going  to  erect  it. 
They  are  going  to  have  to  be  shown.  The  warmest  winter 
we  have  ever  seen,  has  been  on  here,  and  because  of  that, 
we  have  gotten  along  without  having  to  dismiss  school, 
or  go  to  the  dormitories,  or  our  home  here. 

Our  plan  to  get  things  going  here  is  this.  Get  a  load 
of  blocks,  have  the  men  digging  at  foundation  work,  take 
a  picture  of  it,  and  then  ask  folks  to  keep  blocks  com- 
ing, and  the  men  at  work.  We  believe  that  will  get  help. 
We  began  the  building  last  fall  by  having  the  ground  pre- 
pared for  it,  and  a  drainage  system  put  in.  Had  hope  to 
to  get  some  foundation  in  last  fall,  but  now  hope  to  begin 
the  work  for  the  summer  as  soon  as  possible,  which  we 
trust  may  be  by  the  first  of  April. 

Another  mission  school,  about  thirty  miles  from  us,  has 
within  six  weeks,  had  two  fires.  The  first  one  burned  a 
two  story  orphanage  building  down.  The  last  one  burned 
four  of  their  buildings,  one  a  girls'  dormitory,  kitchen, 
dining  room,  etc.  This  last  fire  brought  a  loss  of  about 
.$100,000.  But  the  word  from  Buckhorn  is  that  they  are 
going  to  rebuild,  even  after  so  severe  a  burn-out,  depend- 
ing mostly  on  private  gifts  for  the  same.  It  is  a  Presby- 
terian Mission. 

We  now  plan  for  a  revival  meeting  the  week  of  April 
13th.  This  means  a  lot  of  work  for  us,  a  mighty  busy 
time,  but  we  believe  the  Lord  will  enable,  and  thus  we 
plan  for  it.  Rev.  Robert  Higgins,  Pastor  of  the  Elkhart, 
Indiana,  Brethren  Church,  will  be  our  Evangelist.  Pray 
for  us  that  the  Rowdy  community  may  be  much  stirred 
by  this  meeting,  and  that  we  will  have  the  time  and 
strength  for  it  all. 

— G.  E.  Drushal. 
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GLASSBURN.  Mns.  W.  L.  rCora  Fishtornj  GlasHburn 
dcpaited  this  life  to  be  with  her  Lord  whom  she  faith- 
fully served,  on  January  4,  l'.>i')'i.  She  was  a  lifetime  res- 
ident of  this  community  and  for  many  years  a  member 
of  the  Loree  Brethren  church.  She  was  mother  of  a 
large  family.  Sei-vice  was  held  from  the  church  where 
she  faithfully  worshipped. 

MARTIN.  Mrs.  John  (Viola  Jone:<;  .Martin  departed 
this  life  to  be  with  her  Lord  whom  she  loved  on  Janu- 
ary 11,  1953,  just  one  week  later  than  Mrs.  Glassburn, 
who  was  a  cousin,  and  her  service  was  held  from  the 
Loree  church  where  she  had  been  a  member  since  child- 
hood. For  several  years  she  had  not  been  able  to  attend 
the  worship  because  of  illness,  but  her  faith  and  her  in- 
terest  in   her   church   were   constant   and   triumphant 

— Claud  Studebaker. 


,      PUBLICATION  DAY  OFFERING 

February  25— March  11,  1953 

(PLEASE  NOTE:  The  offerings  listed  below  are  those 
which  were  received  by  our  office  during  this  period. 
For  some  of  the  churches,  it  represents  just  a  partial  of- 
fering, a  quarterly  or  semi-annual  offering. — Editor.) 

Vinco,  Conemaugh,  Pa.,  Brethren   Church    .$  214.05 

Glenn  Shank,   St.  Louis,  Missouri    2.50 

Smithville,  Ohio  Brethren  Church    146.00 

Tucson,    Arizona    Brethren    Church    21.70 

Warsaw,   Indiana   Brethren   Church    30.85 

Park  Street,  Ashland,  Ohio  Brethren  Ch.   (add'l)  110.56 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.  Brethren  Church   (additional)    ..  10.00 

College  Corner,  Wabash,  Ind.   Breth.  Ch.    (add'l)  14.80 

Corinth,  Twelve  Mile,  Indiana  Brethren  Church .  .  25.0U 

Fort  Scott,  Kansas,  Brethren  Church   9.00 

Riverside  Christian  Training  School, 

Lost  Creek,  Ky 25.00 

Hazel  M.  Allison,  Texas   5.00 

Quiet  Dell,  Cameron,  W.  Va.,  Brethren  Church..  3.00 

Masontown,  Pa.  Brethren  Chui'ch   (additional)    .  .  5.25 

Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa.  Brethren  Church   11.45 

TOTAL    S    644.06 

PREVIOUSLY  REPORTED   §2,653.05 

TOTAL  TO  DATE   $3,207.11 


EVERY  MEMBER  OF  THE  CHURCH  AXD 
EVERY  MEMBER  OF  EVERY  FAMILY 
SHOULD  GIVE  SOMETHIXG  FOR  MISSIOXS 
ON  APRIL  J. 


PAt;E  SIXTEKN 


THiE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


POPULAR 


sonoand  chorus  books 


HIGH  VOICE  No.  1 

M    bciutitul    and    effective    songs    "sized"    to 
the  average  high  voice  soloist  including: 
The    Love    of    (Jod 
Rose    of     Sharon 

Size — 6"s  X  10  inches  60<i 

HIGH    VOICE    No.    2 

52  beautiful  and  effective  songs  "sized"  to  the 
average   high   voice   soloist    including; 
He     Tenderly      Looked      At      Me 
My    Father    Watches    Over    Me 

Size — 6~^  X  10  inches 


TREBLE  TRIOS   No.   1 

35    trio    numbers    including: 

Heartaches 

Moment    by     Moment 
Size — 6"s  X  10  inches 


60(1: 


60i 


TREBLE  TRIOS   No.   2 

34   trio   numbers   including: 
My    Sins    Are    (Jone 
Now     I     BelonK     to     Jesus 
Size — 6"s  X  10  inches  60<* 

SING    MEN!    No.    1 

65  favorite  Gospel  songs  for  men's  quartettes, 
octettes    and    ensembles    including: 
A    New    Name    in    Glory 
I'm    a-Trampin' 
Size — 6%  X  10^/^  inches.    Spiral  Binding — 75(# 

SING    MEN!    No.    2 

64  favorite  Gospel  songs  for  men's  quartettes, 
octettes   and   ensembles   including: 
Balm     in     (Jilead 

I'm    On   the    Battlefield    For   My    Lord 
Size — 6%  X  10',^  inches.    Spiral  Binding — 75^ 

CHOIR   FAVORITES 

98  pages  of  inspiring  songs  for  volunteer  and 
rally     choirs     including: 

Hallelujah     For     the     Cross  I 

At    the    Battle's    Front 
Size — 5%    X    8%    inches.    Spiral    binding — 85^ 

FAVORITES   No.    1 

96   popular   Gospel    song   selections    for   solos, 
duets,    trios,    including: 

The     Stranger     of     Galilee 
Holy,    Holy,     Is     What    the    Angels    Sint,' 
Size — 6  X  8%  inches  60<J 

FAVORITES  No.  2 

94   pcjpular   Gospel    song   selections   for   solos, 
duets,    trios,    including: 

Now    I    Belong    to    Jesus 
Have    I    Done    My    Best    for    Jesus  ? 
Size— 5-y»    X  SVj    inches  60(i 

FAVORITES    No,    3 

Over  90  "Favorites"  of  Gospel  songs  for  solos, 
duets,    trios,    including: 

I    Hav<-    p\,und    a    Hidinx    Place 

I've    Discovered    the    Way    of    (Madness 

Size— 5%  X  8'/t   inches  60^ 

SONGS  THAT  TOUCH  THE  HEART 

Song  favorites    (A    selections    including: 
Satisfied     with     Jesus 
It's     In     My     Heart 
Size    5%    X   %V2   inches.    Special   plastic    loose 
leaf  binding  65<f 


LOW  VOICE  No.  1 

32    pages    of    low    voice    solos    including: 

The    Love    of    God 

Ship      Ahoy  I 
Size — 6%   X   10  inches  50^ 

LOW  VOICE  No.  2 

32    pages    of    low    voice    solos    including: 

The     Stranger     of     Galilee 

Jesus    Gives    Me    a    Song 
Siz^6%   X   10  inches  50^ 

LOW  VOICE  No.  3 

32    pages    of    low    voice    solos    including: 

If    I    Gained    the    World 

Gethsemane 
Size — 6%   X   10  inches  50^ 

LOW   VOICE    No.    4 

32    pages    of    low    voice    solos    including: 

Balm    in    Gilead 

Precious    Lord,    Take    My    Hand 
Size — 6%   X    10   inches  50(ll 

LOW  VOICE  No.  5 

32    pages    of    low    voice    solos    including: 
The    Old    Fasnioned    Meeting 
Why    Do    I    Sing    About   Jesu.s  ? 

Size — 6%  X   10  inches  50^ 

NEW  SONGS  No.  1 

32  choice,  new  selections  including: 
What  a  Wonderful  Story  to  T^II 
The    Loveliness    of    Christ 

Size— 6%  X  10%  inches  50^ 

NEW   SONGS   No.   2 

32  choice,  new  selections  including: 
Glorious    Calvary 
Balm    in    Gilead 

Size — 6%  X  10%  inches  50^ 
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NOTICE 

BEGINNING  NOW— The  policy  of  sending  post  card 
receipt.s  for  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST  subscriptions  is 
being  discontinued. 

As  your  subscriptions  are  now  being  processed^  the  niew 
expiration  date  appears  on  your  address  stencil,  and  will 
appear  with  your  name  and  address  on  each  EVANGE- 
LI.ST  you  receive.  (Look  at  your  address  on  the  front  of 
the  copy  you  now  hold.  If  it  says  3-54,  for  instance,  it 
means  your  subscription  is  paid  to  March  1954.  Whatever 
it  .says,  that's  the  story.  The  first  figure  is  the  month, 
the  second  figure  is  the  year.) 

Allow  three  weeks  for  change  to  appear.  This  new  pol- 
icy will  cut  down  on  a  lot  of  overhead  work  and  expense 
in  our  .Subscription  I>epartment,  and  will  accomplish  the 
same  result. 

.MT.  OLIViE,  VIRGINIA.  The  Mt.  Olive  Brethren 
Church  will  celebrate  Holy  Communion  Easter  Sunday 
evening. 

Brother  John  F.  Locke,  Pastor,  was  one  of  four  guest 
preachers  in  the  Disciplo.s  of  Christ  Revival,  held  in  the 
Maurertown  and  Saumsville  Community. 

BETHLEHE.M,  VIRGINIA.  The  .Bethlehem  Brethren 
Church  will  worship  in  Holy  Communion  Service  the  sec- 
ond Friday  night  in  April,  April  10th. 

A  third   Preaching  Mission,  in  which    Brother  John   F. 


Locke  is  to  be  guest  speaker,  is  scheduled  at  St.  John's 
Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church  at  Hudson  Cross  Roads, 
Virginia,  in  April. 

Mrs.  P.  G.  Wenger,  of  the  Bethlehem  Congregation, 
was  guest  speaker  ,at  the  Will  Creek  W.  C.  T.  U.  public 
meeting  Sunday  night,  March  8th.  This  is  one  of  the 
strong  W.  C.  T.  U.  organizations  of  Rockingham  County, 
Virginia. 

CUMBICRLAND,  MARYLAND.  Brother  Milton  M.  Rob- 
inson has  announced  that  their  Spring  Revival  will  begin 
on  April  27th,  and  will  last  for  11  days.  Their  Evange- 
list is  Brother  Woodrow  Brant,  Pastor  of  our  Church  at 
Vinco,  Penna. 

MEYERSDALE,  PENNA.  Brother  Horace  Huse,  a  1953 
graduate  of  Ashland  Theological  Seminary,  has  accepted 
the  call  of  the  M,ain  Street  Brethren  Church,  to  be  their 
Pastor.  He  plans  to  begin  his  work  in  July. 

Brother  Huse  is  scheduled  to  conduct  Pre-Easter  ser- 
vices for  the  Church  at  Meyersdale,  and  to  conduct  Com- 
munion for  them  on  Easter  Sunday  evening. 

DAYTON,  OHIO.  The  first  meeting  of  Ashland  College 
Alumni  in  the  Miami  Valley,  was  held  Sunday,  March 
22nd,  in  the  Hillcrest  Brethren  Church,  Dayton,  Ohio.  A 
"Smorgasbord"  supper  was  followed  by  an  organization- 
al meeting.  At  the  evening  service,  ,a  group  of  students 
from  the  Ashland  College  Dramatic's  Department  pre- 
sented. "The  Story  of  Job."  A  "full  house"  w,as  reported, 
which  speaks  well  for  the  future  of  this  new  Ashland 
Alumni  group  in  Southern  Ohio. 

BRYAN,  OHIO.  In  the  absence  of  the  Pastor,  Brother 
Alvin  H.  Grumbling  who  held  Revival  meetings  in  the 
Huntington,  Indiana,  church,  M,arch  22nd  to  April  5th, 
Rev.  Mast  occupied  the  Bryan  pulpit  on  the  Sunday  morn- 
ings, with  Rev.  Cameron  speaking  the  first  Sunday  eve- 
ning.  The  Deacons  took  charge  of  the  Prayer  Meetings. 

The  Bryan  Sunday  morning  church  radio  program  dur- 
ing the  two  weeks,  was  in  charge  of  Russel  Snyder. 
Brother  C.  Y.  Gilmer,  Pastor  at  Huntington,  Indiana,  and 
father-in-law  of  .Brother  Grumbling,  spoke  on  the  radio 
program   the   first   Sunday,  by  means  of  tape   recording. 

WARSAW,  INDIANA.  Brother  Eugene  J.  Beekley  has 
announced  that  their  lEvangelist  for  their  Holy  Week 
sei-vices  was  Brother  Virgil  E.  Meyer,  Pastor  of  our 
Church  at  Nappanee,  Indiana. 

The  color  film,  "The  Magnetic  Tide,"  depicting  the 
founding  of  Israel,  was  shown  Sunday  evening,  March 
15th. 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  Brother  Robert  K.  Higgins 
spoke  recently  at  the  Elkhart  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Luncheon 
Lenten  Meetings,  making  three  appearances.  These  meet- 
ings were  held  in  the  New  York  Central  Roundhouse  and 
Car  Department  building. 

.Brother  Higgins  will  be  the  Evangelist  at  a  week  of 
services  in  April  at  our  Mission  at  Rowdy,  Kentucky. 

The  Father  and  Son  Banquet  at  Elkhart  was  held 
Thursday  evening,  March  26th. 

BURLINGTON,  INDIANA.  Brother  M.  W.  Dodds  in- 
forms us  through  his  bulletin  that  a  special  youth  sei-vice 
was  held  on  Sunday  evening,  March  22nd.  The  Choir 
from  Northwestern  High    School    was    present,    bringing 

(Continued  on  page  6) 
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f[  Light  In   The  Tomb 


CHRIST  IS  RISEN!  And  with  this  great  announce- 
ment, comes  the  breaking  of  the  stranglehold  of 
leath. 

This  fearful,  unavoidable  destiny  of  death  had  faced 
nankind  since  man  sinned  in  the  garden  of  Eden.  Man 
vas  created  in  the  spiritual  image  of  God,  and  was  placed 
n  a  body  which  God  formed  of  the  earth's  dust.  Of  his 
)wn  free  will,  man  chose  to  defile  this  body  and  mar  the 
;piritual  image.  Result — A  sinning  soul  in  a  fleshly  body. 
^est  man  eat  also  of  the  tree  of  Life,  and  live  forever 
n  his  fleshly  body  of  lust,  he  was  cast  forth  from  Eden. 

Since  then,  each  succeeding  generation  is  bom,  lives 
ind  dies — The  grave  is  ever  before  man.  The  once  proud 
)ody,  so  capable,  so  adored,  is  taken  to  the  darkness  of 


the  tomb — the  soul  already  having  taken  its  flight  to  the 
regions  of  the  condemned.  Thus  it  was  until  the  time  of 
Chi'ist.  The  tomb,  representing  the  end  of  life — a  sting, 
a  victory — was  dark..  All  of  man's  triumphs,  accomplish- 
ments, were  useless,  because  sooner  or  later,  all  would 
come  to  naught.  Darkness  and  fear,  despair  and  hopeless- 
ness faced  every  dying  person,  and  brought  soitow  and 
grief  to  surviving  loved  ones. 

CHRIST,  THE  LIGHT 

But,  into  this  gross  darkness  came  Christ,  the  Light  of 
the  world.  Christ,  our  Lord,  changed  this  dark,  hopeless 
picture.  He  came  forth  from  the  tomb,  and  there  remained 

(Continued  on  page  6) 
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THERE  ---- 


THEY 


I  am  He  that  liveth, 


and  was  dead; 


and,  hehoJd, 

I  am  alive 

for  EVERMORE!!! 
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ON  THAT  GLORIOUS  DAY,  when  all  the  hosts  of  God  shall  have 
'aen  gathered  from  Europe  and  Asia,  from  Africa  and  America — when 
he  long-buried  armies  of  the  righteous  dead  shall  come  forth  at  the 
rumpet's  call, — spiritual,  incorruptible,  glorious,  immortal — when  all  the 
ons  of  God,  who  have  kept  their  first  estate,  shall  sing,  "Unto  Him  that 
)ved  us,  and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  his  own  blood," — and  the  re- 
eemed  from  all  parts  of  the  earth,  and  from  all  the  generations,  shall 
espond  in  a  song  sweeter  than  the  songs  of  the  morning-stars  when  all 
he  sens  of  God  shouted  for  joy,— MAY  YOU  AND  I  BE  THERE  TO 
OIN  THAT  EVERLASTING  SONG,  AND  REALIZE  THAT  BLISS 
JNSPEAKABLE  WHICH  IS  THE  ENDURING  PORTION  OF  THE 
.ORD'S  REDEEMED. 
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in  the  tomb  a  i-adi;uioe,  a  light,  which  to  this  day  has 
never  dinuiied.  For  all  those  who  believe  in  Christ,  tho 
grave,  the  tomb  contains  a  light.  Christ  said,  "I  am 
alive  forever  nioi-e."  He,  having  tasted  of  death  for  every 
man  hath  become  the  first  fruits  of  them  which  slept. 

-Men  still  die,  and,  until  the  moment  of  the  Rapture, 
Christians  shall  continue  to  die  a  natural  death,  with 
their  remains  being  tenderly  laid  to  rest  by  devoted  loved 
ones.  J3ut  what  a  difference  Christ's  resurrection  makes 
in  the  attitude  of  those  who  die,  and  of  those  who  are 
gathered  at  the  gi-ave  side. 

THERE'S   A    DIFFERENCE 

Being  a  minister,  we  have  had  many  occasions  to  be  at 
the  bedside  of  those  who  soon  were  to  pass  from  this  life 
to  the  next.  Often  we  have  ministered  in  the  final  days, 
and  even  in  the  final  moments,  then  continuing  our  min- 
istrations through  bringing  comfort  to  the  bereaved  and 
through  laying  the  deceased  loved  one's  body  in  a  grave. 
We  here  state  that  there  is  a  big  difference  in  the  way 
church  people  face  death,  either  their  own,  or  that  of  a 
loved  one. 

Sometimes  words  of  comfort  and  assurance  fall  on 
puzzled  ears.  Not  having  learned  the  secret  of  the  res- 
urrection hope,  the  death  of  a  loved  one  and  the  services 
which  followed,  were  mere  mechanics  in  an  irrevocable 
miscarriage  of  God's  justice.  To  speak  of  Christ  to  them 
as  "The  Resurrection  and  the  Life,  brought  only  mute 
stares.  To  them,  life  had  ended.  They  could  not  ?o  on. 

We  well  remember  having  visited  a  lady  some  years 
ago,  now  deceased,  whose  home  at  that  time  was  dark, 
dreai-y,  musty  and  dusty;  she  herself  having  become  more 
or  less  a  recluse.  The  first  time  we  entered  her  home  the 
sun  was  brightly  shining  outside.  Inside,  though,  we  felt 
in  the  literal  presence  of  death.  Soon  we  found  out  why. 
As  this  woman  unfolded  her  story  she  told  of  the  happi- 
ness she  and  hei'  late  husband  had  had,  and  that  "since 
the  day  of  his  death,  quite  some  years  ago,  she  had  never 
changed  one  thing  around  in  her  house."  She  said  she 
"wanted  it  to  stay  just  like  it  was  when  her  husband 
lived." 

We  are  sure  God  would  not  have  wanted  her  to  live 
that  way.  Where  was  her  faith  of  meeting  again  ?  What 
did  the  promise  "we  shall  know  even  as  also  we  are 
known"  mean  to  her?  For  her,  there  was  no  light  in  the 
tomb.  Her's  was  a  pathetic  case,  for  we  know  that  we 
cannot  turn  back  the  clock.  A  day  that  is  lived  is  a 
day  that  shall  never  return.  How  much  better  had  she 
accepted  the  hand  of  God  and  walked  in  the  sunlight  of 
assurance,  rather  than  in  the  shadow  of  death. 

On  the  other  hand,  one  of  the  sweetest  memories  in 
the  heart  of  this  mini.ster  is  that  of  a  Godly  woman,  who, 
in  the  morning  of  her  last  day  upon  earth,  after  we  had 
completed  the  anointing  service  for  her,  looked  out  over 
her  room  to  the  garden  of  flowers  beyond.  As  her  family 
wa.s  gathered  round  her  bed  she  spoke  of  how  much  for 


which  she  had  to  live,  but  then  she  said,  "But  I'm  not 
afraid  to  die!"  That  evening,  her  spirit  took  its  swift 
flight  to  the  very  presence  of  the  Christ  in  whom  she  be- 
lieved. 

Why  wasn't  she  afraid  to  die?  Because  for  her,  there 
was  a  light  in  the  tomb.  "Yea,  though  I  walk  through  the 
valley  of  the  shadow  of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evil,  for 
thou  art  with  me."  This  and  many  other  experiences 
prove  that  we  can  possess  a  faith  in  eternal  resurrection 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

A  LIVING  FAITH 

So,  Christians,  at  this  Eastertime,  let's  demonstrate  a 
living  faith.  Until  the  Rapture,  none  of  us  shall  be  side- 
tracked from  the  destiny  of  the  grave.  We  trust  that  your 
faith,  being  a  living  faith,  will  see  the  grave,  not  as  the 
end  of  life,  but  as  a  "passing  through."  For  the  saint  of 
God  who  has  lived  in  faith,  death  should  be  reckoned  as 
a  moment  of  great  fulfillment  of  the  promise  of  "absent 
fx'om  the  body,  present  with  the  Lord."  We  covet  for  you 
that  faith  today. 

For  you,  then,  who  possess  this  blessed  faith,  the  time 
will  come  in  that  greater  eternal  day  when  you  shall  be 
permitted  to  eat  of  the  tree  of  Life.  Herein  is  the  song 
of  the  resurrected  Christ.  He  hath  said,  "To  him  that 
overcometh  will  I  give  to  eat  of  the  tree  of  Life."  Here  is 
the  glorious  song  of  Easter  Day — the  fear  of  death  is 
gone.  There's  a  light  in  the  tomb,  and  for  this  we  are 
most  grateful  this  Easter  Day. 

Possessing  this  glorious  salvation  through  Christ,  won't 
you  busy  yourself  by  going  and  telling  others  who  are  yet 
in  the  darkness  of  sin,  about  your  Christ  who  is  also 
able  to  save  them  from  eternal  darkness  and  eternal  liv- 
ing death  ?—W.  S.  B. 
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several  special  numbers.  The  sound  film,  "The  Conversion 
of  Saul,"  was  also  shown. 

A  full  week  of  Pre-Easter  Services  was  held,  with 
Brother  John  T.  Byler,  Pastor  of  our  church  at  New  Leb- 
anon, Ohio,  as  (Evangelist. 

Holy  Communion  is  scheduled  for  Monday  evening, 
April  6th. 

TUCSON,  ARIZONA.  Brother  Vemon  D.  Grisso  writes 
the  following  about  a  recent  Sunday,  "We  had  115  at 
Sunday  School  this  A.  M.  In  the  Children's  Department 
there  were  many  children  sitting  two  on  a  chair  because 
there  was  not  room  for  more  chairs  in  the  room.  Nothing 
special  on  the  program — it  was  a  nice  day — and,  we  are 
gi'owing!  (It  was  not  too  long  ago  that  Tucson  reported 
having  reached  the  100  mark  for  the  first  time.  The  day 
they  reached   100,  was  their  first  anniversary.) 

The  color  film,  "Contrary  Winds"  was  shown  on  Wed- 
nesday, March  11th. 

MANTECA,  CALIFORNIA.  From  the  Manteca  bulletin 
we  learn  that  there  was  a  very  good  turn  out  for  the 
Brethren  .Berean  Band  Institute  held  in  the  Lathrop 
Brethren  Church  on  March  6th. 
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Rob  Biyler  Returns  on  Furlough 

Arriving  in  New  York,  March  22nd,  aboard  a  trans-At- 
lantic Airliner,  Rob  .Byler  has  returned  to  the  homeland 
after  four  and  a  half  years  in  Ai-gentina  on  the  Brethren 
Mission  field. 

Because  of  a  shortage  of  helpers  to  relieve  them,  last 
summer  when  Jane  and  the  children  returned  to  the 
States  for  a  furlough,  Rob,  by  his  own  choice,  volunteered 
to    remain    until    the    situation    could    be    cared    for. 

Now,  after  "holding  the  fort"  by  himself  for  eight 
months,  he  has  returned  and  will  make  his  headquarters 
at  the  newly-established  missionary  home,  1014  Grant 
Street,  Ashland,  Ohio,  with  Jane  and  their  children. 

Shanks  To  Depart 

Glenn  (Doc)  and  Jean  Shank  are  to  leave  for  the  Phil- 
ippines within  this  calendar  year,  to  begin  the  opening  of 
a  work  there  for  the  Brethren  Church.  You  will  want  to 
help  in,  this  endeavor  through  your  Easter  giving  and 
your  continued  prayers. 

FROM  JANET  AT  JOS 

Dear  Brethren  at  Home: 

It  does  not  seem  possible  that  I  have  been  in  this  coun- 
try for  ten  weeks  already;  yet  I  feel  that  I  have  lived 
here  for  a  long  time.  Since  I  have  come,  I  have  not  felt 
sorry  for  a  moment  that  God  called  me  to  serve  Him  in 
this  part  of  the  woi-ld. 

All  my  life,  from  the  time  I  can  first  remember,  I  have 
been  fascinated  by  the  stories  of  missionaries  from  Af- 
rica. Now  that  I  am  here  and  am  seeing  many  of  the 
things  that  I  had  heard  about,  it  does  not  seem  so  strange 
or  different  as  I  had  thought;  and  yet  there  are  great 
differences,  but  you  get  accustomed  to  them  so  quickly. 

Jos  is  not  nearly  as  large  as  many  other  Nigerian 
cities,  but  it  is  considered  one  of  the  important  ones  be- 
cause it  is  located  almost  in  the  center  of  the  country  on 
top  of  the  plateau.  Because  we  are  over  4,000  feet  high, 
the  climate  is  almost  ideal.  From  all  I've  heard  of  Cali- 
fornia, Jos  must  have  a  similar  climate.  Since  I  have 
been  here,  the  temperature  has  ranged  between  60  and 
90  in  the  shade.  The  sun  is  usually  quite  hot  at  mid-day, 
but   the   temperature   inside   is   quite   comfortable. 

THE  PEOPLE 

In  the  new  World  Atlas,  Jos  is  listed  as  having  5,000 
population,  but  that  includes  only  a  small  part  of  the 
town,  in  the  center.  The  British  Resident  lists  the  latest 
census  as  35,000.  There  are  about  700  white  people  and 
the  remainder  are  Africans.  Most  of  these  700  are  British 
people  working  for  the  government  or  in  business.  About 
100  are  missionaries  and  their  families.   It  is  a  wonder- 


EVERYONE  GIVLNG 

The  children,  the  yjouth,  and  the  adults  of  every 
church  and  Sunday  school  will  find  real  joy  and 
blessing  at  Easter  time  in  giving  for  the  miKsionary 
work  of  the  Brethren  Church. 

Pastors,  parents,  teachers,  please  encourage  ev- 
eryone to  give  something  for  the  missionary  offer- 
ing. 


OUR  EASTER  GO  A 

$50,000.00 


ful  privilege  to  be  located  here  at  Jos  because  of  the  op- 
poi-tunity  to  meet  all  these  missionaries.  At  least  two 
other  Missions  have  their  headquarters  here — the  Sudan 
Interior  Mission  and  the  Sudan  United  Mission.  We  eat 
four  or  five  meals  a  week  at  the  S.  I.  M.  dining  room 
with  missionaries  here  on  vacation. 

BUILDINGS 

I  am  living  in  one  side  of  a  lovely  Vacation  House  with 
the  other  single  teachers,  here  in  town  at  the  C.  B.  M. 
(Church  of  the  Brethren)  compound.  This  large  house 
was  originally  used  for  the  boarding  home  and  one  of  the 
other  houses  contained  the  school  classroom.  But  as  the 
Mission  grew,  a  lovely  nine-acre  plot  of  gi'ound  outside 
of  town  was  secured  for  the  school;  now  this  compound 
is  used  for  the  vacations  of  the  missionaries,  except  for 
us  two  teachers  who  stay  here  and  help  look  after  things. 

We  have  three  lovely  guest  houses,  three  small  houses 
for  "boys"  (one  is  a  round  one  with  a  gi-ass  roof)  and  a 
building  used  as  a  garage  on  our  compound.  Ours  is  sur- 
rounded by  a  fence  or  hedge  and  has  many  lovely  flow- 
ers and  trees.  The  S.  I.  M.  buildings  and  homes  are  on 
three  sides  of  us.  The  hospital,  the  chapel,  the  new  din- 
ing room  and  some  British  business  people  are  all  around 
us. 

HELP  AND  SUPPLIES 

The  other  teacher  and  I  are  so  thankful  to  have  a  good 
"boy"  to  work  for  us.  He  cooks  (we  do  some  of  it),  bakes 
our  bread,  washes,  irons  and  cleans  our  house.  Without 
Bello,  our  house  boy,  we  could  not  get  all  of  our  school 
and  mission  work  done.  John,  another  boy,  takes  care  of 
the  other  houses  and  the  compound  grounds  for  the  mis- 
sion. Here  in  Jos  we  are  very  fortunate  to  have  electricity 
and  running  water,  but  we  always  boil  and  filter  our  wa- 
ter. Our  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  too  must  be  care- 
fully washed  in  soap  and  water. 

(To  be  continued) 
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A  GODLY  MOTHER 


AV/'^l^^-"^'  WILLIAM  AND  ACiXES  GANTZ  MACK, 
VV  looked  into  the  face  of  their  firstborn  daughter,  on 
October  13,  1776,  in  their  home  near  Waynesboro,  Penn- 
sylvania, there  must  have  been  little  doubt  as  to  what 
should  be  her  name.  Down  through  the  line,  there  had 
been  favorite  names,  both  for  the  boys  and  for  the  girls. 
She  was  named  Elizabeth  after  her  grandmother,  Eliza- 
beth Mack.  Tlie  desire  for  names  that  were  especially 
liked  was  indicated  in  the  name  given  her  brother  who 
was  three  years  older  than  she,  when  they  gave  him  the 
scriptural  name  of  Jacob. 

Unfortunately  nothing  lias  been  handed  down  to  us  con- 
cerning her  childhood  in  this  beautiful  section  of  Penn- 
sylvania on  the  western  foot  of  South  Mountain.  Life  was 
rugged,  and  she  was  one  of  a  family  of  nine  children. 
Money  must  have  been  scarce  in  those  far  off  days,  and 
no  doubt  the  trade  of  her  father  brought  in  little  moie 
than  a  bare  living  for  the  growing  and  active  family. 
When  her  youngest  sister,  Polly,  was  born,  who  was  in- 
cidentally the  youngest  of  the  family  of  children,  Eliza- 
beth was  twenty-three  years  old.  She  was  already  married 
to  John  Holsinger  and  was  the  mother  of  a  daughter, 
Susannah,  then  nearly  twenty  months  old. 

Whoever  it  was  who  first  said  that,  "when  God  desired 
to  make  a  great  man,  He  first  made  a  great  mother," 
could  not  have  been  thinking  of  Elizabeth  Mack  Holsinger, 
but  the  statement  is  applicable  to  her.  Of  the  visits  to 
her  grandparents'  home  in  Germantown,  Alexander  Mack, 
Jr.  and  Elizabeth,  we  know  nothing.  Miles  were  long 
and  travel  was  arduous  in  those  days.  By  horseback  was 
the  most  prevalent  way  of  getting  from  one  section  of 
the  land  to  another,  unless  one  chose  to  walk  as  many 
did.  Knowing  what  we  do  of  the  Pioneers  they  seem  to 
have  found  time  to  visit  their  children,  thought  it  en- 
tailed long  periods  of  travel.  At  least  there  was  consid- 
erable communication  between  those  living  on  the  Antie- 
tam  and  those  living  in  the  older  settlement  of  German- 
town.  Every  traveler  carried  news  and  infoi-mation  both 
ways  on  the  Frontier.  Elizabeth's  girlhood  must  have  dif- 
fered little  from  the  grirlhood  of  those  around  her. 

Elizabeth's  childhood  differed  though  to  the  extent  that 
the  name  of  her  father's  family  must  have  been  a  name 
of  constant  mention.  The  sacrifices  and  the  early  death 
of  her  great  grandfather  was  bound  to  have  been  dis- 
cussed in  the  family  circle.  Though  her  father  was  not  an 
Elder  in  the  Church  founded  by  his  grandfather,  we  are 
led  to  believe  that  he  was  not  unaware  of  the  value  of  his 
life  and  work.  William  Mack  was  bom  fifteen  years  fol- 
lowing the  death  of  his  grandfather  and  thus  naturally 
never  saw  him.  He  therefore  was  indebted  to  his  father 
for  information  relative  to  the  early  days  of  the  church 


and   the   activities   of   the   grandfather    whom    he    never 
knew. 

On  the  second  day  of  May,  1797  just  before  Elizabeth 
was  twenty-one,  she  was  married  to  the  young,  twenty- 
five-year-old  widower,  John  Holsinger,  of  the  Antietam 
community.  Both,  attending  the  various  religious  sei-\'ices 
as  held  in  their  homes,  soon  found  that  they  had  like  in- 
terests. She  a  descendant  of  the  organizer  of  the  Church 
and  he  destined  to  be  one  of  the  leading  pioneer  'Elders 
who  would  carry  the  message  of  the  Brethien  to  the  dis- 
tant parts  of  the  fi-ontier. 

Could  we  have  been  privileged  to  sit  around  the  fire- 
side, as  listeners,  while  the  young  couple  discussed  re- 
ports coming  from  the  Morrison  Cove  section  of  Pennsyl- 
vania beyond  the  mountains,  it  would  make  interesting 
reading.  The  Indian  raids,  the  pitfalls,  the  difficulties  to 
be  encountered;  the  lack  of  roads,  just  a  trail  leading  to 
Everett  and  Fort  Bedford  on  the  fringe  of  civilization; 
could  not  be  left  from  the  discussion  of  their  plans  for 
locating  in  a  new  country.  There  is  the  possibility  that  j 
John  Holsinger  had  been  in  the  country  to  which  they  ] 
now  contemplated  settling,  before  their  move  from  thej 
homeland  where  dwelt  their  immediate  families. 

We  know  that  they  left  kinfolk  in  Franklin  County  anc 
set  forth  to  make  their  new  home  in   the  new  country.] 
The  trail,  for  it  was  little  more  than  that,  led  by  way  ol 
present  Greencastle,  .and  over  the  mountains  from  wher< 
the  small  county  seat  of  Fulton  County,  McConnellsburg,"' 
may  be  seen  like  a  gem  in  the  mountain  valley. 

From  this  valley  they  were  soon  to  stait  upward  cross- 
ing a  much  larger  mountain,  finally  to  come  to  the  pres- 
ent village  of  Everett.  While  they  may  have  followed  the 
trail  to  Fort  .Bedford,  this  is  unlikely  as  it  would  have 
meant  a  much  farther  journey  with  their  w^agon  load  of 
household  goods  and  live  stock.  From  information  handed 
down  to  us  they  skirted  the  east  side  of  the  mountain  fol- 
lowing the  valley  northward  until  they  came  to  the  creek 
named  "Yellow  Creek."  This  must  have  been  named  by 
one  who  first  saw  it  following  a  freshet  or  heavy  rain,  for 
othenvise  it  is  a  clear  crystal  sti-eam  I'ushing  in  its 
beauty  at  considerable  speed  through  Loy's  Gap. 

The  writer  passed  through  this  gap  recently  and  mar- 
veled at  the  clearness  of  the  swift  waters.  The  gap  was 
narrow,  but  a  road  of  a  kind  was  therein.  Once  through 
they  could  realize  that  the  hardest  and  longest  part  of 
the  journey  was  past.  It  was  some  seventy-five  miles  from 
their  home  in  the  Antietam  section  to  the  location  they 
had  in  mind  on  the  western  side  of  the  Cove,  and  up 
against  Dunnings  Mountain.  This  site  was  just  south  of 
the  present  village  of  Bakers  Summit. 

There  were  not  many  to  .velcome  them  when  they  came 
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to  the  site  of  their  wilderness  home.  Settlers  and  neigh- 
bors were  far  apart.  ITie  farni  on  which  they  settled  now 
contains  some  119  acres.  Perhaps  it  was  much  larger 
when  the  young  couple  settled  thei-e.  The  land  was  from 
rolling  to  .actually  i-ough.  Hand  work  was  necessary  to 
care  for  much  of  the  farm  work,  which  could  not  be 
done  by  horses.  Their  farm  machinery  was  simple,  leav- 
ing much  to  be  done  by  main  strength.  Yet,  here  they 
made  for  themselves,  a  home  in  the  wilderness.  Elizabeth, 
one  of  nine  children  was  destined  to  be  the  mother  of 
nine.  As  far  as  the  writer  was  able  to  learn,  all  were 
born  on  the  Holsinger  homestead. 

It  might  be  stated  in  this  connection  that  until  a  few 
years  ago  the  farm  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Holsinger  was 
still  owned  by  the  descendantts.  One  of  them,  now  a  man 
of  84  years  of  age,  lived  on  the  farm  and  to  him  it  is 
the  home  place.  He  is  Samuel  Hinkle,  of  Bakers  Summit, 
two  miles  to  the  North,  who  is  the  great  grandson  of 
Joohn  and  Elizabeth  Mack  Holsinger. 

It  was  the  pleasure  and  the  privilege  of  the  writer,  ac- 
companied by  Henry  Good  of  Waynesboro,  the  past  Feb- 
ruary to  visit  this  aged  man.  We  found  him  vigorous  and 
able  to  contribute  much  of  the  history  of  his  people  which 
was  incidentally  of  the  people  of  those  who  were  his  call- 
ers. The  Holsinger  farm  is  now  somewhat  isolated  and 
Dack  off  the  main  road.  Yet  in  the  days  when  it  was 
occupied  by  the  Elder  Holsinger  and  his  wife,  one  road 
\vas  about  as  good  as  another  and  it  could  hardly  be  con- 
sidered back. 

As  mentioned  in  the  preceding  article  the  Holsinger 
I'hurch  or  churches  were  built  upon  the  original  Holsinger 
farm.  As  we  stood  on  the  farm  looking  over  the  rolling 
hills,  viewing  the  now  narrow,  winding  and  at  times  im- 
passable road  to  the  farm  home,  an  effort  was  made  to 
visualize  how  it  must  have  appeared  when  instead  of  un- 
dulating fields  there  must  have  been  cleared  patches  with 
kvoods  predominating.  The  mountain  background  was 
formidable.  In  fact  when  recently  the  bam  burned  down, 
the  fire  truck  stuck  in  the  mud  and  was  unable  to  get  to 
the  scene  of  the  fire.  The  ninety  four  year  old  barn  was 
totally  destroyed. 

This  country  was  attractive,  and  the  call  of  the  west 
ivas  continually  urging  people  to  break  loose  from  old 
familiar  locations  and  come  to  accept  the  challenge.  To 
this  section  came  Elizabeth's  youngest  sister,  Polly,  who 
was  the  \\afe  of  Jacob  Holsinger,  a  nephew  of  Elizabeth's 
husband.  Elizabeth  visited  her  from  time  to  time  taking 
some  of  the  sorgum  or  sugar  maple  candy  to  the  little 
youngsters,  her  nieces  and  nephews. 

Here,  in  the  new  land  all  of  Elizabeth's  children  were 
born.  Here  was  the  church  in  the  home.  Here  their  Ger- 
man Bible  was  read  before  the  flickering  fires  by  the 
hearth.  While  day  seemed  to  come  early  as  the  sun  came 
across  the  Cove,  there  was  also  a  rather  lengthy  twilight, 
as  the  sun  slid  over  the  top  of  the  mountain  just  back  of 
their  home.  Unless  there  was  faithful  teaching  in  the 
home,  how  could  there  have  been  such  results  when 
chuiches  were  few  and  far  between?  Out  of  this  family 
of  nine  children  came  four  Ministers,  and  one  school 
teacher.  The  teacher  was  David,  ho  was  born  June  18, 
1806,  and  died  December  13,  1881.  He  lies  buried  at  West 
Branch  Cemetery,  Maryland,  Illinois. 

The  Ministers  were,  Jacob,  who  was  bom  in  1799,  and 
who   later   moved   to   the  vicinity   of    Liberty ville,    Iowa, 


where  he  died  and  was  buried  January  14,  18*iO.  Perhaps 
taking  his  cue  from  hi.s  grandather  Willianr)  Mack,  he 
was  not  only  a  Minister  but  wa.s  also  a  Blacksmith.  His 

giandfather  was  not  a  Minister. 

The  second  son  to  become  a  Minister  was  John  Mack 
Holsinger,  who  was  bom  March  18,  1802.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  German  .Baptist  Church,  as  it  was  then 
called.  He,  with  three  other  brotheis,  was  given  the  name 
of  Mack.  Elizabeth's  youngest  son,  born  October  12,  1819, 
was  named  Alexander  Mack  Holsinger.  He  died  August 
28,  1896  and  is  buried   in  the  Holsinger  Cemetery. 

The  third  son  to  become  a  Minister  was  Geoige  Mack 
Holsinger,  who  was  born  May  26,  1804.  In  1845  he  was 
called  to  the  Ministry  and  was  the  founder  of  the  Dun- 
nings  Creek  Congregation.  He  died  April  24,  1862,  and 
is  buried  in  the  Mack  Cemetery  just  south  of  Pleasant- 
ville.  The  writer  was  able  to  secure  a  rare  old  tintype  of 
this  Elder.  As  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  learn  it  was 
the  only  one  ever  taken  of  him.  It  is  being  run  with 
this  article  and  inasmuch  as  he  was  only  58  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  the  picture  evidently  was  taken  some  time 
before  his  passing. 


GEORGE    MACK    HOLSINGER 


It  shows  a  man  who  must  have  literally  worn  himself 
out  for  his  fellowmen.  The  late  Rev.  James  A.  Sell  who 
was  personally  acquainted  with  George  Mack  Holsinger, 
stated  to  the  writer  that  one  day  when  there  was  a  dis- 
cussion relative  to  one  who  was  called  to  the  Ministry, 
that  George  Mack  Holsinger  stated,  "There  are  three 
questions  you  usually  ask.  One:  Can  he  support  self? 
Two:  is  he  observing  of  the  order  of  dress?  and  thii-d: 
Is  he  educated  ? ;  in  my  opinion  you  ought  not  to  look  at 
any  of  these  things,  but  follow  the  apostle's  qualifica- 
tions, "Apt  to  teach." 

The  fourth  son  and  perhaps  the  most  outstanding  to 
be  a  Minister  was  ©Daniel  Mack  Holsinger.  who  was  born 
October  22,  1812.  He  was  very  active  and  his  works  would 
require  an  article  in  itself. 

Suffice   it   to    state    that    he    was    the    best    educated 


PAUK  TEN 


THiE   BRETHREN    EVANGM.IS  T 


preacher  of  his  time,  and  was  the  first  to  use  the  English 
:is  well  as  the  customary  German  in  his  preaching.  He 
was  the  father  of  Henry  Ritz  Holsinger,  the  author  of 
"Holsinger's  History  of  the  Tunkers  and  Brethren 
ChuiTh." 

Literally  digging  a  living  from  resisting  fields,  raising 
a  lively  family  of  nine  children,  preaching  and  teaching, 
filled  the  days  of  John  and  Elizaheth  Mack  Holsinger  to 
overflowing.  Woixi  came  from  time  to  time  from  scattereil 
members  of  the  family.  Jacob,  the  older  brother  had  emi- 
grated fi-om  Franklin  County  to  another  section  of  Penn- 
syl\-ania.  this  was  on  Brown's  Run,  in  the  vicinity  of  Ma- 
sontown.  Seeking  a  more  healthy  location  he  had  jour- 
neyed on  toward  the  setting  sun,  finally  to  locate  in  Ohio 
a  couple  miles  southwest  of  the  village  of  Bi-ownsville. 
There  he  died  and  was  buried  in  the  little  family  ceme- 
tery on  the  farm  in  1855. 

Even  though  they  were  busy,  homesick  longings  to  see 
other  members  of  the  family  could  not  be  altogether  elim- 
inated. Elizabeth  wa.^  far  away  when  her  grandfather, 
Alexander  Mack,  Jr.  died  in  1803  in  Germantown.  The 
distance  was  not  great  as  we  are  able  to  travel  today, 
but  a  long  way  in  those  days.  Many  a  family  separated, 
listening  to  the  westward  call,  never  to  set  eyes  upon  one 
another  again.  The  Macks  and  Holsingers  were  no  excep- 
tion, for  they  were  scattered  even  as  were  other  families. 
The  Cove  section  was  soon  settled  by  German  speaking 
people  in  the  main,  and  mostly  of  Brethren  faith.  Even 
today  it  is  a  Brethren  sti-onghold  with  its  beautiful 
churches  and  well  tilled  farms.  For  the  aged  there  is  the 
Morrison  Cove  Home  at  Martinsburg. 

To  the  home  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Mack  Holsinger, 
came  her  father  from  Franklin  County,  to  spend  his  last 
days,  and  to  finally  pass  away  on  February  13,  1813,  to 
be  laid  to  rest  in  the  little  family  plot  on  the  hillside, 
across  the  ravine  from  the  house. 

The  years  and  hard  work  took  their  toll.  On  October 
19,  1847,  as  the  Mountains  were  decked  in  their  Autum- 
nal colors,  just  six  days  after  Elizabeth  Mack  Holsinger 
had  reached  her  seventy  first  birthday,  her  spirit  took  its 
flight.  Her  grave  is  rather  uncertain  but  inasmuch  as 
there  were  eleven  graves  in  the  family  plot  where  her 
father  had  been  laid,  along  by  the  side  of  one  of  her 
grand.sons,  there  is  the  likelihood  that  this  was  also  her 
last  re.sting  place.  The  Pioneeis  did  not  invest  heavily  in 
the  products  of  the  Marble  cutter,  but  erected  over  the 
graves  of  their  loved  ones  simple  field  stones  with  a 
flat  surface  on  which  they  engraved  with  the  tools  at 
hand  the  initials  or  dates  of  birth  and  death.  These  in 
the  course  of  years  weathered  away  and  identification  was 
lost. 

She  was  survived  by  her  husband,  a  little  over  two 
years.  He  passed  away  on  December  8,  1849,  at  the  age 
of  81  years,  4  months  and  17  days.  His  grave  was  likely 
placed  by  the  side  of  that  of  his  wife  who  had  departed 
two  years  previously,  but  it  also,  like  hers,  cannot  now 
be  identified.  There  are  numerous  descendants  abroad  in 
the  land  today  who  carr>'  on  the  ?'aith  of  she  whose  body 
rests  at  the  Mountain's  foot.  While  man  may  not  know 
the  exact  resting  places  of  these  Saints  of  God,  there  is 
no  doubt  as  to  their  places  in  the  mind  of  God  whom  they 
so  faithfully  served. 

St,  James,  Maryland. 


PENNSYLVANIA^ APRIL  lOTH 

Johnstown  Third  Brethren  Church  will  be  host  to  the 
Pennsylvania  Brethren  Youth  Rally  on  April  10th.  Plans 
are  being  laid  for  one  of  the  largest  rallies  yet  held.  Ihis 
meeting  will  give  stimulus  to  the  Pennsylvania  Camp  Ral- 
ly which  follows  in  May.  Emphasis  at  the  rally  will  be 
placed  on  reaching  the  goal  of  $449.98  set  for  the  national 
project  of  $5000  for  a  new  building  at  Lost  Creek,  Ken- 
tucky. 

Every  young  person  in  Pennsylvania  should  be  urged 
to  attend  this  .Brethren  Youth  Rally. 


INDIANA  -  APRIL  IITH 

April  llth,  at  Winona  Lake,  Indiana  there  will  be  an 
all-Indiana  Brethren  Youth  Rally.  The  last  such  rally  saw 
nearly  500  youth  and  leaders  in  attendance,  it  is  hoped 
that  this  will  equal  that  number. 

Pastors  and  youth  leaders  over  the  state  are  preparing 
for  the  big  event  with  a  great  deal  of  enthusiasm.  The 
program  will  begin  at  6:00  P.  M.  with  a  banquet,  fol- 
lowed by  the  receiving  of  money  and  pledges  toward  the 
"BUCKS  FOR  BLOCKS"  project  of  Brethren  Youth.  In- 
diana youth  have  pledged  $2,800  toward  the  $5000  which 
is  to  be  I'aised  for  a  new  building  at  Lost  Creek,  Ken- 
tucky. 


Pictured   is   the   newly    redecorated   Eskimo   Inn    which 
will  be  the  scene  for  the  Indiana  rally. 


NEXT  WEEK 

We  plan  to  start  a  series  of  devotional  mes- 
sages based  on  the  book  of  John.  Each  of  the 
chapters  of  the  gospel  of  John  contain  a  word 
picture  of  Christ.  We  are  having  these  "devel- 
oped" by  various  of  our  Brethren  Ministers,  in 
the  form  of  articles.  A  number  of  these  have  al- 
ready been  received ;  the  first  one  is  scheduled 
for  publication  next  week. 

We  are  sure  you  will  enjoy  reading  and  medi- 
tating on  these  articles,  representing  the  think- 
ing and  study  cf  Brethren  Ministers.  W.  S.  B. 
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LANARK,  ILLINOIS 

With  a  busy  schedule  shaping  itself  here  at  Lanark,  our 
news  is  coming  in  to  THE  EVANGELIST  ahead  of  time 
while  it  still  is  news. 

Of  top  interest  in  churches  everywhere  are  the  Easter 
season  activities.  The  Lanark  Brethren  are  busily  plan- 
ning for  a  revival  to  begin  April  3rd.  The  KING'S  CRU- 
SADERS from  Moody  Bible  Institute  will  come  to  di- 
rect these  services.  Richly  blessed  with  talent,  these  four 
young  men  will  bring  stirring  messages  and  special 
music,  both  vocal  and  instrumental,  there  being  a  pianist, 
an  organist,  and  a  trombonist  among  them. 

Three  important  services  will  precede  their  coming. 
Dr.  John  P.  Shidler,  a  missionary  who  has  traveled  in 
many  parts  of  the  world  will  hold  a  one-night  meeting 
at  our  church  on  Monday  evening,   March  30th,  at  7:30. 

Some  time  ago  the  Lanark  High  School  Senior  Class 
presented  a  stirring  dramatization  of  "The  Robe,"  as 
their  class  play.  The  Ministerial  Association  here  is  spon- 
soring a  repeat  performance  of  this  fine  piece  of  work 
on  Thursday  evening,  April  2nd  at  8:00  P.  M.  in  the  audi- 
toriuni  of  the  new  high  school.  The  KING'S  CRUSAD- 
ERS wall  be  present  to  sing. 

Community  Good  Friday  Services  will  be  held  April 
3rd,  at  1:30  P.  M.  at  the  Lutheran  Church  in  Lanark, 
with  Rev.  Allen  Breed,  Methodist  minister  as  speaker. 

Then  on  the  evening  of  April  3rd,  the  revival  with  the 
KING'S  CRUSADERS  will  begin.  A  7:30  prayer  time 
will  precede  each  service.  There  will  be  group  singing 
in  the  auditorium  from  7:45  until  8:00,  and  the  KING'S 
CRUSADERS  themselves  will  be  heard  from  8:00  until 
9:00  each  evening,  through  April  12th. 

The  young  people  of  the  church  will  present  a  play, 
"Shadow  of  Peter"  at  the  annual  Easter  sunrise  service. 
Breakfast  sei-ved  by  the  Builders  Class  will  follow  in 
the  church  dining  rooms.  An  attendance  goal  of  250  has 
been  set  for  Easter  Sunday  School. 

As  each  member  of  the  church  hears  the  town  whistle 
at  noon  each  day,  he  is  asked  to  pause  in  a  moment  of 
silent   prayer  for   the   success   of  the   coming   sei-vices. 

Further  plans  include  the  regular  semi-annual  business 
meeting  on  April  19th,  in  the  afternoon,  following  a  bas- 
ket dinner.  No  evening  service  will  be  held. 

On  the  evening  of  April  26th,  at  7:30,  the  Junior 
S.  M.  M.  will  have  charge  of  the  worship  hour,  at  which 
time  they  will  show  two  skits. 

Work  has  been  under  way  for  some  time  for  a  Spring 
Music  Festival  featuring  three  choirs,  Junior,  Chapel  and 
Senior,    and    the    church    orchestra,    all    being   trained    by 


Mrs.   Hamel.  Tho  datf?  .s«',t  for  thi.s  event  Ih  May  3rd,  at 
7:30  P.  M. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  .J.  I).  Hamel  hav<;  recently  compiftt^.-d 
their  second  year  of  work  with  u.s.  Interest  has  risen 
with  attendance  and  everyone  can  find  a  place  in  the 
work  of  the  church.  Fifty-two  have  been  added  to  the 
church  rolls  since  the  coming  of  the  Hamels,  and  our 
pastor  and  his  wife  continue  their  work  with  unfailing 
enthusiasm  and  understanding.  We  are  indeed  ble.s.sed 
with  the  privilege  of  sei-ving  under  two  such  talented 
leaders. 

Mrs.  Willard  Rahn,  Church  Cor. 
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NORTH    MANCHESTER,    INDIANA 

Another  year  has  passed  and  I  think  some  repoit  is  in 
order  from  our  Church  here  at  North  Manchester,  Indi- 
ana. Probably  some  apology  should  be  made  for  our  neg- 
lect in  not  sending  a  report  sooner;  however,  the  church 
here  is  still  on  the  map.  All  auxiliaries  of  the  church  are 
functioning  properly,  and  are  under  very  able  leadership. 
All  the  customary  special  days  of  the  church  year  have 
been    observed    with    some    sort    of   special    recognition. 

Previous  to  the  Easter  Season  in  1952,  our  Pastor,  Rev. 
D.  Richard  Wolfe,  conducted  a  church  membership  Class, 
and  at  Easter,  there  were  17  added  to  the  church  by  bap- 
tism and  letter.  Since  that  time  there  have  been  6  more 
added,  making  a  total  of  23  in  the  past  year.  However, 
it  hasn't  been  .all  gain  during  the  year,  for  our  heavenly 
Father  has  seen  fit  to  call  5  of  our  number  to  be  at 
home  with  Him.  There  were  also  a  number  of  babies  con- 
secrated to  the  Lord  at  the  Easter  time. 

We  have  been  very  fortunate  in  having  a  number  of 
guest  speakers  in  our  pulpit  during  the  past  year.  I  will 
try  to  bring  to  you  those  on  the  most  important  occa- 
sions. On  June  15th,  Dr.  A.  H.  .Backus,  a  representative 
of  the  Indiana  Temperance  League,  addressed  the  com- 
bined Adult  Classes  during  the  Sunday  School  hour.  Dur- 
ing the  Worship  Hour,  the  Laymen  of  the  church  held 
their  public  service,  with  Dr.  J.  Garber  Drushal,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church,  as 
our  speaker. 

Then,  during  our  Pastor's  vacation,  we  were  privileged 
to  have  the  Rev.  Fred  R.  Conkling,  Pastor  of  the  Congre- 
gational Christian  Church  here  in  our  city,  as  guest 
speaker.  On  August  15th,  the  Brethren  Youth  Ambassa- 
dor Quartette  of  Ashland  College,  gave  us  a  very  in- 
spiring service. 

On  October  12th,  we  had  Dr.  W.  D.  Furry,  Pi'ofessor 
in  Ashland  Theological  Seminary,  as  our  speaker  for 
our  all  day  rally  and  homecoming.  We  were  privileged 
to  be  hosts  to  the  Southern  Indiana  District  Sunday 
School  Rally  on  October  26th,  being  favored  with  spe- 
cial numbers  from  several  of  the  churches.  Professor 
Paul  Kellar,  of  Manchester  College  was  our  afternoon 
speaker.  During  the  week  of  November  3rd  to  9th,  Rev. 
J.  Ray  Klingensmith  was  with  us  in  special  ser\"ices. 
There  were  no  visible  results,  but  we  found  him  to  be 
a  very  helpful  and  instructive  Bible  teacher. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Pastor  on  December  7th,  the 
Women's  Missionary  Society  held  their  public  service, 
with   Mrs.    Ralph  Ward,   one   of  our  local  church  women 
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YK  SHALL   K EC  HIVE  I'OWER 

Alts    1:8a 

YOl'NG  PEOPLE,  you  have  been  chosen  by  Christ  and 
set  apart  to  do  a  job  of  witnessing.  You  don't  have 
to  wait  until  you  have  had  four  years  of  college  and  Bible 
school,  for  your  years  of  high  school  are  numbered  four. 
Your  present  opportunity  to  win  the  lost  in  your  high 
school  will  not  last  forever.  There  will  be  no  second 
chance  to  spend  your  high  school  days  over  again.  What 
you  do  now  in  whatever  time  remains  for  you  will  help 
to  determine  the  destiny  of  your  high  school  friends.  Your 
witness  for  Christ  in  high  school  will  reach  students  who 
will  probably  never  attend  church,  hear  a  Gospel  broad- 
cast, meet  or  talk  to  a  preacher,  or  read  a  Bible.  Don't 
pass  up  your  greatest  opportunity  for  Christian  seivice 
by  missing  the  challenge  of  personal  witness  in  your 
high  school. 

1.  RECEIVING  POWER.  I  want  you  young  people  at 
this  time  to  think  about  a  very  important  matter,  the 
power  which  makes  these  things  possible  and  which  alone 
can  enable  you  to  endure  hardness  as  a  good  soldier  of 
Jesus  Christ.  Able  and  talented  as  you  may  be,  you  can- 
not go  one  step  successfully  alone.  In  your  own  strength 
it  is  as  impossible  for  you  to  sen'e  the  Loid  Jesus  faith- 
fully as  it  is  for  a  watch  with  a  broken  spring  to  keep 
time.  There  are  tremendous  forces  waiting  to  hurl  their 
powers  against  you.  (Eph.  6:12).  Against  such  opposi- 
tion you  could  never  stand  alone,  even  though  you  are  a 
saved  boy  or  girl  and  know  it.  You  will  need  a  supernat- 
ural, an  almighty  power. 

Now  just  as  Christ  is  your  Saviour,  it  must  be  "Chi-ist, 
the  Power  of  God"  (I  Cor.  1:24)  to  keep  you  day  by  day. 
Only  as  you  are  conscientiously  in  touch  with  the  Lord 
Jesus  moment  by  moment  can  you  learn  the  secret  of  vic- 
tory. It  is  not  regular  attendance  at  Church  or  Bible 
Class;  nor  the  saying  of  piayers,  or  even  the  habitual 
reading  of  the  Bible,  helpful  though  these  things  are.  It 
is  Christ  Himself  as  thf  living,  victorious,  all-conquering 
indwelling  Saviour,  living  His  life  in  and  through  you. 

2.  WITHSTANDING  TEMPTATION.  You  should  re- 
member that  the  Devil  will  do  all  in  his  power  to  hinder 
the  fulfillment  of  God's  purpose  in  your  life.  To  this  end 
he  will  bring  temptation  across  your  pathway.  All  temp- 
tation comes  from  the  Devil.  God  does  not  sent  it,  but 
He  PERMITS  it.  (James  1:13)  Temptation,  therefore,  is 
not  sin.  Our  Blessed  Lord  Himself  was  tempted  over  and 
over  again.  BW-ssed  is  the  man  that  enduieth — not  escap- 
eth — temptation  (James  1:12).  Temptation  will  become 
sin,  however,  if  you  yield  to  it,  but  there  is  no  reason 
why  you  should  yield  to  it.  "God  is  faithful,  who  will 
not  suffer  you  to  be  tempted  above  that  ye  are  able  to 
bear  it."  (I  Cor.  10:13). 

3.  KEEPLNG   YOUR   BODY   A   FIT   TEMPLE.     Your 


Hody  is  the  temple  of  God.  (I  Cor.  6:19)  How  wonderful, 
and  yet  how  solemn!  Ever  remember  this,  and  take  care 
of  your  body.  Keep  it  fit  and  pure.  Never  defile  it  by  the 
lusts  of  the  old  evil  desires,  or  neglect  its  growth  and  de- 
velopment. To  sin  against  your  body  is  to  sin  against  God 
Himself. 

4.  SURRENDERING  COMPLETELY.  tEvery  true  be- 
liever possesses  God's  Holy  Spirit.  But  why  is  it  that 
some  Christians  are  not  really  keen,  and  often  fail  in 
the  battle  for  Him?  Have  you  been  concerned  about  this? 
The  trouble  with  so  many  young  people  today  is  that  the 
Holy  Spirit — although  indwelling  in  them — is  not  given 
full  sway  and  control.  It  is  not  that  the  Holy  Spirit  de- 
parts, but  a  definite  choice  must  be  made  as  to  whether 
or  not  He  shall  be  given  the  entire  charge  of  our  lives. 
The  binding  condition  to  be  complied  with  in  order  to 
know  the  "fullness  of  God"  is  absolute  obedience  to  His 
will.  Conversion  is  only  the  first  step  in  the  Christian  life. 
When,  however,  you  reach  the  point  of  definite  surrender, 
(Romans  12:1)  an  entire  handing  over  of  your  will  and 
your  all  to  the  Lord,  with  a  keen  determination  to  go 
all  the  way  with  Him;  then  you  know  the  fulness  of  pow- 
er whereby  you  enjoy: 

"Victory  all  the  way  along; 
Swelling  the  mighty  chorus; 
Great  is  the  foe,  but  onward  we  go. 
For  greater  is  Jesus  for  us." 

5.  CHRIST  IS  LIVING  IN  YOU!  The  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  dwells  in  you  by  His  Holy  Spirit.  Never  think  of 
Him  as  an  outside  Saviour  who  lives  a  long,  long  way 
away,  and  who  in  some  mystical  way  comes  to  your  help 
in  time  of  difficulty  and  temptation.  For  years  this  was 
my  conception  of  the  Saviour;  in  consequence  I  never  en- 
joyed real  victory.  It  is  not  Christ  your  Helper,  so  much 
as  Christ  your  very  life.  (I  Cor.  6:20)  Every  Christian  on 
the  earth  is  a  living  witness  of  a  living  Christ  at  God's 
right  hand.  Think  of  the  lives  of  Peter,  Paul,  Augustine, 
Luther,  Wesley,  Spurgeon,  and  thousands  more  who 
"loved  not  their  lives  unto  death"  (Rev.  12:11);  of  the 
missionaries,  evangelists,  teachers,  and  woi-kers  in  pris- 
ons, hospitals;  the  untold  numbers  of  plain  straight 
Christians  who  have  lived  and  woi'ked  "in  the  power  of 
His  Resurrection"  (Phil.  3:10) 

6.  CENTER  YOUR  LIFE  IN  HIM!  If  you  yield  to  Him 
fully  He  will  live  His  life  in  and  through  you.  That  has 
been  proven  to  us  concerning  the  lives  of  many  young 
people  of  the  .Brethren  Church  who  are  in  Ashland  Col- 
lege and  Seminary  planning  their  life's  work  for  Him. 
Some  who  have  yielded  to  Him  and  who  are  now  Mis- 
sionary Candidates  and  are  preparing  for  the  Master's 
work  are:  (1)  Miss  Wanda  Beal  who  is  now  studying  at 
Bethany  Seminary  in  Chicago,  specializing  in  evangelistic 
missionary  work;  she  hopes  to  go  to  Africa  and  has  al- 
ready graduated  from  Ashland  College  and  taken  several 
years'  work  at  the  Seminary;  (2)  Miss  Mara  Lee  lEicher 
who  is  taking  Seminary  work  at  Ashland  College  this 
year,  also  completing  the  requirements  for  teaching;  she, 
too,  would  like  to  be  used  on  the  African  field;  (3)  Miss 
Esther  Zeche  who  is  at  hei*  home  in  Argentina;  she  has 
been  studying  to  be  a  missionary  among  her  own  people; 
(4)  Miss  Edna  Linsley  who  is  also  studying  at  Ashland 
College  as  a  missionary  candidate;  (5)  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Glenn  Shank  who  are  enrolled  at  Concordia  Seminary  in 
St.   Louis;   they  would  like  to  go  to  the  Philippines  and 
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have  both  taken  u  great  deal  of  work  at  Ashland  College 
and  Seminary;  (6)  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Kenneth  Solomon  who 
are  already  in  the  language  school  at  San  Jose,  Costa 
Rica,  taking  an  intensive  course  in  Spanish,  pi'oparatory 
to  proceeding  to  Huenos  Aires,  Argentina. 

7.  WILL  YOU  YIP]LD?  Young  people!  Can  you  say 
with  Paul,  "For  me  to  live  is  Christ?"  (Phil.  1:21) 
How  marvelous  and  how  blessed!  You  ai-e  a  Christ-ian!" 
When  people  see  you  they  should  recognize  the  graces  and 
virtues  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Himself.  He  takes  up  His  abode 
within  you  by  His  Holy  Spirit  in  order  that  He  may  live 
His  life  through  you.  HE  IS  AN  INSIDE  SAVIOUR! 


Prayer  Ifleeting 
Stiulws 


TELL   SOMEONE  ABOUT  JESUS 

Go  tell  someone  about  Jesus! 
Be  swift  His  command  to  obey; 
Proclaim  unto  all  His  salvation. 
Go  now,  and  no  longer  delay. 

Go  tell  someone  about  Jesus! 

.Bring  souls  out  of  darkness  to  light; 

From    byways    and    highways   go    lead    them 

To  paths  that  are  sunny  and  bright. 

— G.  T.  Snead. 

JOHN  THE  BAPTIST  POINTED  JOHN  and  Andrew  to 
"  Jesus  (John  1:35-37),  "and  they  followed  Jesus."  The 
first  job  for  Christians  is  to  tell  some  one  about  the  Lord 
Jesus  (John  1:39,  40).  How  can  one  glorify  God  if  he  is 
not  bringing  souls  to  Jesus  (John  1:41;  15:8)?  Not  to 
win  souls  is  NOT  to  be  on  the  job  for  Christ  (Acts  1: 
6-8).  Let  us  put  the  emphasis  in  our  'church  life  where 
God  puts  it  (John  20:21-23).  Our  business  as  Christians 
is  to  be  filled  with  the  Spirit  and  then  to  witness  for  the 
resurrected  Lord. 

Andrew  not  only  found  his  brother  but  he  also  wit- 
nessed to  him  with  his  mouth  (John  1:41).  It  is  not 
enough  just  to  witness  with  our  lives  and  never  talk 
about  Jesus  (Romans  10:9;  Acts  8:4).  Peter  did  not  come 
to  Jesus;  he  was  "brought"  to  Jesus  (John  1:42).  We  are 
to  "bx'ing  them  in  from  the  fields  of  sin"  (Luke  14:23). 
To  be  wise  we  must  win  souls  (Prov.  11:30;  Daniel  12:3). 
A  fruit-bearing  Christian  is  one  who  manifests  the  fruit 
of  the  Spirit  in  his  life  (Gal.  5:22).  Unless  others  see 
Jesus  in  us,  we  cannot  win  them  to  Christ.  Paul  consid- 
ered "fruit"  to  be  the  converts  he  had  won  to  the  Lord 
(1  Thess.  2:19,  20).  If  you  want  to  make  God  happy,  win 
souls  (Luke  15:10).  If  we  knew  what  Hell  really  is  God 
v/ouM  not  have  to  beg  us  to  win  souls  (James  5:19,  20). 
The  poor  rich  man  did  not  want  his  brothers  to  join  him 
i'.i  Hell  {Luke  16:28).  But  if  we  want  our  loved  ones  to 
go  to  Heaven  we  should  be  leading  them  there! 

"I  must  lead  on — 

But,  Lord,  how  stumbling 
My  feet!  My  heart 


Shrinks  from  the  task 
For  me  Thou  hast  laid  down. 

"I  must  lead  on — 

Willing  or  no,  it's 
Imperative. 

No  soul  that  lives 
Can  go  his  way  alone. 

"I  must  lead  on- — 

FOR  FEW  OR  MANY 
ARE  FOLLOWING; 

MY  CHOICE  IS  THEIRS 
IF  I  WALK  UP  OR  DOWN. 

"Kind    Lord,   since    I    must    lead   on, 
Oh  help  me  lead  to  Thee!" 

The  above  poem  by  Ruth  Christofferson  teaches  that 
we  influence  others  to  go  our  way.  Let  us  not  have  the 
blood  of  the  lost  on  our  hands  (Ezek.  33:8). 

"Andrew  work"  is  the  most  effective  method  of  soul 
winning  (John  1:41,  42).  Any  believer  can  do  it,  and  at 
any  time  or  place.  Personal  work  reaches  all  classes  of 
people,  meeting  the  specific  need  of  each  individual,  and  it 
produces  abundant  results.  The  methods  which  win  souls 
are  simple  (Acts  8:29,  30).  Win  by  prayer,  personal  ef- 
fort, and  by  well-chosen  tracts  and  pamphlets.  Be  per- 
sistent, courteous,  earnest,  winsome,  and  full  of  Chnstian 
love  (1  Cor.    9:22). 


Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vana+or 

Lesson  for  April  12,  1953 

PAUL  BECOMES  A  CHRISTIAN 

Lesson:  Acts  22:3-16 

WE  NOW  TURN  to  "The  Acts"  for  five  studies  that 
directly  concern  the  "Apostle  Paul."  While  this 
particular  lesson  text  is  taken  late  in  the  book,  yet  that 
which  it  concerns  is  also  to  be  found  in  the  ninth  chap- 
ter of  Acts — the  account  of  Saul's  trip  to  Damascus  and 
his  conversion  on  the  Damascus  Road.  But  in  our  printed 
text  for  today— found  in  Acts  22 — we  find  Paul's  o^^ii  ac- 
count of  the  manner  in  which  he  became  a  follower  of 
"The  Way" — a  Christian — as  he  addresses  the  people 
while  he  is  standing,  under  guard  of  the  Roman  soldiers, 
on    a   stairway   which   led   into   the    Castle   in  Jerusalem. 

Paul,  formerly  known  as  Saul  of  Tarsus,  was  very 
proud  of  two  things — his  exalted  position  as  a  Pharisee 
(he  calls  himself  a  "Pharisee  of  the  Pharisees"),  and 
of  his  Roman  citizenship.  That  is,  he  held  these  two 
things  in  high  esteem  until  after  he  became  a  Christian 
and  then  he  was  able  to  say,  as  we  find  in  the  words  of 
our  Golden  Text  (Philippians  3:8) — "I  count  all  things 
but  loss  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chi-ist  Je- 
sus my  Lord."  But  now  he  is  finding-  these  fii-st  two 
things  of  utmost  importance  as  lie  adddresses  the  Jewish 
mob  that  has  threatened  his  life,  and  he  gains  their  at- 
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lention  by  recalling  the  fact  of  his  aaicestry  and  the  ini- 
poi-t^uu  place  he  had  occupied  as  a  member  of  the  body 
of  the  Pharisee  jc>v>up  and  reminding  them  that  he  had 
been  brought  up  in  a  school  conducted  by  one  of  the  two 
greatest  of  the  Jewish  Rabbis — GaJiialiel.  Then  speaking 
to  them  in  the  Hebrew  tongue  also  arrested  their  atten- 
tion still  more  and  thus  he  was  able  to  bear  testimony 
concerning  his  convei-sion  to  Christianity  before  the  peo- 
ple, even  though  they  refused  to  listen  to  him  imd  be- 
lieve him. 

In  the  ia.>;o  of  his  Roman  citizenship — even  that  stood 
him  m  good  stead  as  we  see  later  in  the  chapter  (Acts 
22:24-30)  when  it  saved  him  from  the  scourging  oi-dered 
by  the  capt;un  of  the  Roman  guard. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  realize  that  God  had  had  a 
hand  in  all  of  Saul's  life,  for  he  had  been  in  training, 
without  i-ealizing  it,  for  his  great  task  of  being  a  mis- 
sionary representative  of  Jesus,  long  e'er  this  time.  His 
knowledge  of  Jewish  law  and  tradition  was  valuable  as 
he  interpreted  it  in  the  light  of  its  Gospel  fulfillment. 
His  knowledge  of  the  languages  was  invaluable  to  him  in 
his  contact  with  the  people  in  his  work.  In  God's  hands 
Paul  became  a  master  workman  for  the  cause  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  according  to  God's  plan  became  the  "chosen 
vessel"  to  bear  the  "Good  News"  of  the  Gospel  to  the 
Gentiles. 

Paul's  conversion  was  unique — indeed  all  conversions 
are  unique.  But  some  are  spectacular  like  his,  while 
othere  are  not.  Some  people  are  forced  by  their  act  of 
conversion  to  turn  around  and  travel  in  the  very  oppo- 
site direction  from  that  which  they  have  been  travel- 
ing. Others  find  that  their  conversion  may  simply  be  a 
decision  to  continue  on  in  the  way  they  have  been  going 
as  they  are  confronted  with  the  problem  of  which  way 
they  shall  turn.  Some  conversions  mean  the  giving  up  of 
something  which  has  been  held  most  dear,  but  which  must 
be  abandoned  for  the  sake  of  the  Lord.  Others  find  that 
it  only  means  adding  to  the  effort  to  help  the  Lord  in 
His  work  in  a  more  definite  manner  than  they  have  been 
working.  But  to  each,  whether  it  be  a  conversion  like 
Saul's  or  that  of  the  individual  who  goes  on  in  his  new-- 
found Christian  way,  must  come  to  the  place  where  he 
says,  "Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do?"  And  even 
that  conversion  is  not  complete  until,  like  Paul,  he  goes 
out  to  "do  the  will  of  the  Lord  and  become  His  witness 
before  men." 
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as  speaker.  She  used  as  her  subject,  "Christian  Women 
at  Work,"  which  proved  very  timely  and  to  the  point. 
The  Sisterhood  of  Mary  and  Martha,  had  Miss  Veda 
Liskey,  mi.ssionary  on  furlough,  as  speaker  when  they 
conducted  thfir  public  service. 

The  TTiankbgiving  and  Chnstmas  seasons  were  duly 
observed.  The  Pastor  of  the  church,  the  Teachers,  and 
the  children  of  the  Sunday  School  were  very  generously 
recognized  at  the  Christmas  time. 

Rev.  J.  M.  Falkenberg,  Executive  Secretary  of  the 
Bible  Meditation  League,  was  our  guest  speaker  on  Feb- 
ruary  Ist.   On   March   1st,  Rev.    Viigil   E.   Meyer,   Pastoi- 


of  our  Nappanee  Church,  was  with  us  and  emphasized 
the  great  need  of  our  support  to  the  buildings  that  are 
to  take  the  place  of  Founders'  Hall. 

In  the  past  few  months,  a  Mid-week  Service  has  been 
organized  with  an  average  attendance  of  ,15  to  20.  Several 
nights  were  spent  recently  on  the  topic  of  Stewardship,  as 
practiced  by  the  Brethren  church.  This  was  very  inter- 
esting and  instructive. 

Leading  up  to  the  lEaster  Season  again,  the  Choir  is 
in  preparation  of  a  program  under  the  direction  of  Mrs. 
Donald  Schultz.  The  Pastor  is  again  conducting  a  class 
in  church  membership. 

We  have  our  problems  here  as  well  as  elsewhere,  but 
believe  that  the  Lord  will  work  them  out  to  His  own 
good  will.  We  pray  God's  blessing  on  the  churches  of 
the  entire  Brotherhood,  and  covet  the  prayers  of  the 
.Brotherhood  in  the  interests  of  our  work  here. 

—Guy  V.  Purdy,  Cor.   Sec. 

LOREE  BRETHREN   CHURCH 

Since  our  evangelistic  meeting  the  last  few  days  of 
the  old  year  and  the  beginning  days  of  the  new  year 
with  Rev.  H.  E.  Richer  and  wife  as  leaders  of  our  music 
and  devotional  program  we  have  intended  to  report. 

Many  of  our  Brethren  people  know  the  Richers  for 
they  have  served  in  many  of  our  churches  over  a  period 
of  years.  They  served  us  in  a  meeting  while  we  were 
pastor  at  Goshen,  Indiana  and  it  is  always  such  .a  de- 
lightful experience  to  work  with  them.  Their  inspiring 
and  congenial  personalities,  their  wealth  of  the  finest  ma- 
terials in  reading  and  special  numbers  in  music  and  the 
deep  spiritual  atmosphere  of  the  entire  program  is  a 
constant  blessing  in  every  service.  Their  home  is  in  Peru, 
Indiana  and  they  drove  back  and  forth  during  the  meet- 
ings. 

The  pastor  did  the  preaching,  but  the  Rev.  Richer  is  a 
fine  evangelistic  preacher  as  well  as  singer  and  in  some 
of  his  meetings  he  both  directs  the  music  and  does  the 
preaching  very  effectively.  They  are  members  of  the 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  church,  but  are  very  favor- 
able to  Brethren  teaching  and  no  church  need  hesitate  to 
call  them  to  serve  because  they  are  not  members  of  the 
Brethren  Church.  They  are  very  acceptable  in  every  way. 
We  are  very  grateful  for  the  privilege  of  having  them 
serve  with  us  and  hereby  express  publicly  our  sincere 
thanks  to  them. 

We  had  a  good  meeting.  The  first  week  was  indeed  en- 
couraging but  the  last  week  when  we  expected  a  house 
filled,  the  weather  gave  us  a  few  days  of  ice  and  snow 
and  the  last  part  of  the  week  the  county  basketball  tour- 
nament and  if  you  know  Indiana  basketball,  you  know 
it  is  quite  an  attraction,  which,  of  course  reduced  our  at- 
tendance. Two  fine  young  people  made  the  good  confession 
of  faith  and  we  expect  a  number  more  by  the  Easter 
time. 

Our  regular  work  has  nothing  startling  to  report.  It 
seems  to  me  where  I  am  pastor  there  is  so  much  to  be 
accomplished  that  is  not,  that  we  have  nothing  to  boast. 
However  the  last  quarter  was  encouraging.  The  first  Sun- 
day of  the  quarter  gave  us  211  in  Sunday  School  and  the 
second  Sunday,  which  was  our  Homecoming,  gave  us  230 
in   Sunday   School.   In  the  afternoon  service,  Rev.   Austin 
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Gable,  one  of  our  own  boys,  now  pasto)-  of  Denver  and 
Center  Chapel  Brethren  churches,  delivered  a  fine  mes- 
sage. A  most  impressive  memoj'ial  with  Miss  LaVonne 
Fox  presiding  as  reader  and  Janet  Sue  Uunn  placing  flor- 
al   tributes    to    seven   departed    members,    was    given. 

In  addition,  some  very  splendid  special  music,  made 
the  afternoon  service  a  great  blessing  to  a  large  audience. 
Of  course,  the  dinner  hour  is  a  great  time  of  fellowship. 
The  Pastor  preached  at  the  morning  sei-vice. 

Our  choir  gave  a  most  commendable  rendition  of  the 
cantata,  "His  Star,"  on  the  Sunday  evening  after  Christ- 
mas. 

The  average  attendance  for  the  Sunday  School  was  174 
for  the  quarter  and  the  average  Sunday  School  offering 
was  $65.00.  The  severe  epidemic  of  Flu  has  reduced  our 
attendance  some  but  last  Sunday  showed  an  inciease  of 
52  over  one  year  ago,  which  might  be  an  unfair  compar- 
ison, for  the  weather  has  something  to  do  with  attend- 
ance. 

Some  fonvard  steps  have  been  made  by  way  of  im- 
provements: an  outdoor  fireplace  on  back  of  church  prop- 
erty; extension  of  concrete  walks  in  front  of  church; 
lovely  new  front  church  doors  and  aluminum  awnings; 
a  new  Holland  oil  furnace  for  the  parsonage;  150  new 
church  hymnals  have  just  recently  been  purchased;  the 
ladies  of  the  W.  M.  S.  are  now  purchasing  new  pulpit  fur- 
niture; and  the  Elmo  Kunkle  class  are  planning  for  chimes 
that  will  sound  out  for  a  long  distance. 

The  Loree  church  is  a  rural  church  with  a  lovely  mod- 
ern parsonage,  a  full  time  minister  and  a  program  com- 
parable to  most  city  churches  and  a  congregation  that  is 
a  delight  to  observe,  in  one  of  the  finest  of  agricultural 
communities.  Our  mailing  address  is  .Bunkerhill,  our  tele- 
phone is  Peru  and  we  serve  the  Loree  church. 

Claud    Studebaker,    Bunkerhill,    Indiana,    R.    1. 

CHEYENNE,  WYOMING 

The  Cheyenne  Brethren  are  still  on  the  job,  sowing  and 
watering,  and  truly  God  is  giving  the  increase. 

We  are  rejoicing  in  answered  pi-ayer,  both  for  souls, 
and  for  our  dear  Pastor,  who  was  taken  suddenly  ill  on 
December  31st. 

His    speedy    and    complete    recovery   was   only   by   the 
hand  of  God. 

I  am  enclosing  an  article,  written  b.y  Rev.  Garber,  to 
his  church,  while  he  was  in  the  hospital.. 

Cor.  Sec.  Mrs.  Z.  K.  White, 

2012    E.    12th,    Cheyenne,    Wyoming. 
My  Dear  People: 

"Grace  be  unto  you  and  peace  from  God  our  Father, 
and  from  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  I  thank  God  upon  every 
remembrance  of  you,  always  in  every  prayer  of  mine  for 
you  all  making  requests  with  joy,  for  your  fellowship 
in  the  gospel  from  the  first  day  until  now;  being  confi- 
dent of  this  very  thing,  that  he  which  hath  begun  a  good 
work  in  you  will  perform  it  until  the  day  of  Jesus 
Christ"  (Phil.  1:2  to  6) 

"Only  let  your  conversation  be  as  it  becometh  the 
Gospel  of  Christ:  that  whether  I  come  and  see  you,  or 
else  be  absent,  I  may  hear  of  your  affairs,  that  ye  stand 
fast   in    one   spirit,   with   one   mind   striving   togethe)-  for 


the  faith  of  the  gospel;  and  in  nothinitf  t';rrified  by  your 
adversaries:  which  is  to  them  an  evident  token  of  per- 
dition, but  to  you  of  salvation,  and  that  of  God.  For  unto 
you  it  is  given  in  the  behalf  of  Christ,  not  only  to  be- 
lieve on  him  but  also  to  suffer  for  His  .sake;  having  the 
same  conflict  which  ye  saw  in  me,  and  now  hear  to  be 
in  me."  (Phil  1:27  to  30). 

Dear  ones,  let  me  thank  each  deai-  one  for  your  con- 
tinued prayers — the  loving  and  kindly  thoughts  and  re- 
marks and  the  beautiful  floweis  which  have  been  so  great 
a  source  of  pleasure  to  me  at  a  time  when  I  have  been 
so  much  alone  from  my  loved  ones,  yet  not  alone  spir- 
itually as  the  spirit  of  the  Triune  God  has  abundantly 
blessed  me  in  these  days.  I  am  sure  that  if  it  is  His  will 
for  me  to  come  to  you  again  that  it  will  be  in  a  greater 
and  fuller  capacity  than  ever  before. 

.Because  of  these  days  in  which  I  have  had  a  chance  to 
stop  and  meditate  upon  His  great  love  to  all  if  you  are 
God's  child  I  say  God  bless  you,  but  if  not  my  urgent 
request  as  always  is  and  will  be  that  you  make  your  de- 
cision now. 

"Wherefore  I  desire  that  ye  faint  not  at  my  tribulations 
for  you,  which  is  your  glory.  For  this  cause  I  bow  my 
knees  unto  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  of  whom 
the  whole  family  in  heaven  and  earth  is  named,  that  He 
would  grant  you,  according  to  the  riches  of  His  glory,  to 
be  strengthened  with  might  by  His  Spirit  in  the  inner 
man;  that  Christ  may  dwell  in  your  hearts  by  faith,  that 
ye,  being  rooted  and  grounded  in  love,  may  be  able  to 
comprehend  with  all  saints  what  is  the  breadth  and 
length,  and  depth,  and  height;  and  to  know  the  love 
of  Christ,  which  passeth  knowledge,  that  ye  might  be 
filled  with  all  the  fulness  of  God.  Now  unto  him  that 
is  able  to  do  exceeding  abundantly  above  all  that  we 
ask  or  think,  according  to  the  power  that  worketh  in  us, 
unto  Him  be  glory  in  the  church  by  CThrist  Jesus  through- 
out all  ages,  world  without  end.  Amen."  (Ephesians 
3:13-21). 

God  be  praised!  God  be  exalted!  Give  Him  first  place  I 
Amen.  With  love,  your  pastor, 

— Frank  W.  Garber. 


SANGER-SHOWALTER.  The  wedding  of  Mrs.  Leslie 
J.  Showalter,  of  Harrisonburg,  and  Mrs.  (Tliarles  G. 
Sanger,  of  Dale  Enterprise,  took  place  on  February  10th, 
at  the  home  of  the  undersigned,  the  bride's  Pastor,  at 
5:00  P.  M.  The  ceremony  was  witnessed  by  a  number  of 
friends  and  relatives.  Mrs.  Sanger  is  a  member  of  the 
Bethlehem  congregation;  Mr.  Sanger  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church. 

Following  the  wedding,  the  bridal  party  was  enter- 
tained at  dinned  by  the  bride's  sister.  Mrs.  Xora  Thomas. 

John  F.   Locke,  Pastor,   Bethlehem. 
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for  Your  Vacation 
Bible   School 


V.B.S. 
Publicit:^  kit 


Full  of  eye-catching  materials  to  advertise 
your  1953  vacation  Bible  school.  Contains 
100  invitation  postcards,  100  announcement 
dodgers  (5  x  6%  inches),  3  large  posters 
(15x20  inches),  and  2  sheets  of  sticker 
stamps  (55  stamps  per  sheet).  Postcards, 
posters,  and  dodgers  are  in  full  color.  Stick- 
ers are  in  2  colors.  (All  above  items  are 
also  offered  separately  in  any  quantity  as 
isted  below.) 
No.  9132.  V.  B.  S.  Publicity  Kit.  .  Price,  $2.50 

Publicity— Quantity  Rates 

Invitation   Postcard,   No.  9133.    Price,  25c  dozen; 

$1.50   per    100. 
Announcement  Dodger,  No.  9134.    Price,  60c  per 

100. 
Announcement  Poster,  No.  9135.    Price,  15c  eacli; 

$1.50   a    dozen. 
Sheet  of  55  Sticker  Stamps,  No.  9389.    Price,  10c 

per  sheet;  $1.00  a   dozen. 


V.  B.  S.  HONOR   BADGE 

The  new  V.  B.  S.  Honor  Badge  will  appeal  to  every  child 
and  teacher.  Use  as  awards  or  souvenirs.  In  attractive 
red,  white,  and  blue,  this  shining  Kromekote  badge  pic- 
tures the  Christian  flag  and  several  youngsters  on  one 
side.  On  the  back  is  Scripture  quotation  from  Proverbs 
20:  11:  "A  child  is  known  by  his  doings";  and  space  for 
name  of  school. 
No.  9253 .  Price,  25c  a  doz.;  $1 .50  per  1  00 

V.  B.  S.  BUTTON 

Every  child  in  your  vacation  school  will  be  proud  to  \vear 
this  button.  Of  metal,  it  is  in  bright  red,  blue,  and  yel- 
low. Makes  a  good  advertisement  for  your  school.  Give 
one  to  every  child.  Button  is  same  size  as  illustration. 
No.  7800 Price,  30c  dozen;  $2.25  per  1 00 

ENROLLMENT    AND    ATTENDANCE    RECORD    CARD 

New  card  providing  for  enrollment  record  and  daily  attendance. 
Ample  space  for  name  and  address  of  pupil,  age,  school,  parent's 
name,  date  enrolled,  plus  ten-day  attendance  record.  Size,  3x5  inches. 
No.  9399 Price,  85c  per   1 00 
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PEOPLE  WHO  TALK  ABOUT  PRAYER. 

but  never  pray. 

PEOPLE  WHO  SAY  TITHING  IS  RIGHT. 

but  never  tithe. 

PEOPLE  WHO  WISH  TO  BELONG  TO  THE  CHURCH, 

but  never  attend  or  support  the  church  program. 

PEOPLE  WHO  SAY  THE  BIBLE  IS  GOD'S  WORD  TO  MAN. 

but  never  read  it. 

PEOPLE  WHO  SAY  THAT   ETERNITY  IS  MORE  IMPORTANT  THAN  TIME. 

but  who  live  forthe  present  life. 

PEOPLE  WHO  CRITICIZE  OTHERS  FOR       ' 

the  things  they  do  themselves. 

PEOPLE  WHO  STAY  AWAY  FROM  CHURCH  FOR  TRIVIAL  REASONS. 

and  then  sing.  "O.  How  I  Love  Jesus." 
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Items  of  general  Interest 


GATEWOOD,  W.  VA.  A  special  Con^egation  Meeting 
for  the  pui-pose  of  discussing  the  laying  of  the  corner- 
stone   of   their   new   church   building   was   held   recently. 

ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  The  Young  Married  Peo- 
ple's Class  conducted  the  Easter  Sunrise  Service.  The 
traditional  lEaster  breakfast  was  not  held  this  year  due  to 
the  remodelling  program. 

Incidentally,   Brother  Freeman   Ankrum  writes    in    his 


bulletin  that  the  new  baptistry  floor  has  been  laid,  and 
that  the  contractoi's  are  in  the  process  of  pouring  the 
basement  floor. 

The  Father  and  Son  Banquet  was  scheduled  for  April 

lOth. 

WAYNESBORO,  PENNA.  WAYNE  HEIGHTS.  Brother 
N.  V.  Leatherman  wi'ites  in  his  bulletin  concerning  their 
first  Sunday  in  their  new  Church  (which  was  March  8th): 

"The  memories  of  last  Sunday  will  doubtless  go  with 
all  of  us,  from  the  youngest  to  the  oldest,  to  our  graves, 
or  the  appearing  of  our  Lord.  Even  strangers  rejoiced 
with  us  in  the  beautiful  little  church  the  Lord  Himself 
has  given  us.  The  attendance  was  very  good.  The  Cash 
Day  offering  of  $766.45  was  excellent.  The  music  was  ap- 
preciated. Brother  Belote  gave  a  splendid  sei-mon  in  the 
evening.  Visitors  to  the  Pastor's  home  were  pleased.  We 
thank  all  those  who  were  so  helpful  in  caring  for  the  vis- 
itors both  in  the  church  and  in  the  home." 

(This  new  church  at  Wayne  Heightts  will  be  dedicated 
on  Sunday,  May  3rd.  The  Brotherhood  will  certainly  want 
to  rejoice  with  these  Brethren  for  their  faith,  vision,  for- 
titude and  work  which  has  resulted  in  this  beautiful  new 
edifice  to  be  dedicated  and  used  to  the  glory  of  the  Lord.) 

JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  SiECOND  BRETHREN.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren 
Church,  .Brother  W.  Clayton  Berkshire,  was  guest  speaker 
on  Sunday  evening,  March  15th. 

JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  THIRD  BRETHREN.  The 
Brethren  Youth  Choir  was  scheduled  to  sing  for  the  Eas- 
ter Sunrise  Service. 

On  March  29th,  the  Christian  Endeavor  accompanied 
the  Pastor,  Brother  E.  M.  Riddle  to  the  Scalp  Level 
Home  for  Aged  People  to  conduct  an  afternoon  service. 

BERLIN,  PENNA.  The  young  people  of  our  church 
combined  with  the  young  people  of  the  Lutheran  and  Re- 
formed Churches  in  a  special  young  people's  meeting  re- 
cently. 

A  bouncing  baby  boy  was  bom  recently  to  brother  and 
sister  Lyle  Lichtenberger,  in  the  Meyersdale  Community 
Hospital.  We  congratulate  this  young  couple  on  this  fine 
addition  to  their  Parsonage  home. 

(Continued  on  page  10) 


ASHLAND  COLLEGE  CHOIR  BROADCAST  APRIL  26THI 


The  Ashland  College  A  Cappella  Choir  will 
make  a  nation-wide  broadcast  over  the  network 
of  the  Mutual  Broadcasting  Company  on  April 
26th. 

Brethren  everywhere  are  asked  to  "tune  in" 
their  local  Mutual  .station  for  this  program. 

The  Mutual  Network  carri-es  better  than  500 
.stations;  we  urge  you  to  check  your  local  sta- 
tion's broadcast  time  for  this  program.  In  the 
Eastern  zone,  it  will  be  at  12:00  Noon.  Please 
check,  though,  because  this  is  the    first    day    of 


Daylight  Saving  Time;  we  wouldn't  want  you  to 
miss  this  program. 

Many  of  the  Brethren  have  heard  the  Ashland 
College  A  Cappella  Choir  in  its  tours  each  Spring 
throughout  the  Country,  yet  as  many  more'  have 
never  had  opportunity  to  hear  this  Choir  of 
which  they  have  known  for  many  years.  Here  is 
your  opportunity. 

Dr.  Louis  E.  Pete,  a  member  of  the  Ashland 
College  Faculty,  and  of  the  Ashland  High  School 
Faculty,  is  director  of  the  Choir,  which  position 
he  has  held  for  more  than  15  years. — W.  S.  B. 


APRIL   11,   1953 

TS^e  Editor's 

Pulpit 


PAGE  thrp;f; 


^wm 


•T*»%*T« »%>T«»T*»T*»?*»t*»T*»t«»%**« »|< »!*> T'**'!**?**-!— •%»%*J  -*,,',,*,,*,j 


r  i    *    »    i  n 


Tlie  Tragedy  Of  Caster 


WE  HAVE  JUST  FINISHED  another  Easter  season. 
The  perfume  and  beauty  of  the  flowers,  the  ser- 
vices, the  crowds  still  bring  us  pleasant  thoughts.  It  was 
nice  to  see  the  pews  all  filled.  It  was  inspiring  to  hear 
the  anthems  of  the  choir.  The  lilies  and  other  flowers 
gave  us  assurance  of  renewed  life  and  growth.  Even  see- 
ing people  in  church  who  hadn't  been  there  for  a  long 
time  brought  encouragement  to  our  hearts. 

But  now,  it  is  the  week  after  Easter.  The  same  Church 
bells  will  peal  forth  their  glad  tidings.  The  same  minister 
will  be  in  the  pulpit.  The  same  Choir  will  sing.  But,  oh, 
what  a  difference! 

Where  are  the  crowds  of  Easter  Day?  We  can  sense 
at  once  that  something  is  lacking.  The  same  familiar 
faces  az-e  there,  but  where  are  the  ones  who  crowded  the 
pews  to  capacity  the  week  before?  Surely  they  did  not 
all  die  in  this  one  week.  Surely  they  did  not  all  get  sick. 
Whatever  we  may  ponder  about  them,  the  fact  remains 
that  they  are  not  here  this  Sunday.  Why  not?  The  an- 
swer is  the  Tragedy  of  Easter. 

A  few  years  ago  this  Editor  ran  across  an  item  from 
the  pen  of  another  minister  right  along  this  line,  which 
gave  this  thought  on  the  Tragedy  of  lEaster.  We,  too, 
were  familiar  with  what  we  shall  call  "a  falling  away" 
after  Easter.  After  going  through  a  concentrated  Pre- 
Easter  season  of  Church  emphasis,  building  up  to  Easter 
Sunday  vdth  large  attendance  and  interest,  there  seemed 
to  take  place  a  sudden  chill  of  indifference  and  a  drop 
of  attendance.  Here  is  a  sign  of  failure  follo\ving  a  day 
of  triumph.  This  is  the  Tragedy  of  Easfeer. 

What  causes  this  to  happen?  The  blame  cannot  be 
pointed  to  one  specific  thing.  Through  the  winter,  minis- 
ters and  church  leaders  have  been  pushing  ahead  with 
plans  for  the  Pre-Easter  and  Easter  season.  Activity 
crowds  out  planning,  and  Easter  comes  with  little  planned 
ahead,  except  perhaps  a  thought  or  two  for  Mother's  Day 
and  Children's  Day.  Stronger  in  our  thoughts  are  plans 
for  vacation,  and,  what  we  might  like  to  call  "a  well 
earned  rest." 

Members  have  somehow  gotten  the  idea  that  church 
attendance   isn't   too   important   as   an   essential   need   to 


healthy  spiritual  living,  and  thus  they  fall  into  a  "tra- 
ditional" pattern  of  "going  to  Church  on  lEaster."  One 
preacher,  you  remember,  wi.shed  his  Easter  morning  audi- 
ence a  Merry  Christmas  for,  as  he  said,  he  wouldn't  see 
them  in  church  until  the  next  Easter. 

We  feel  that  the  problem  is  psychological!  Rid  our- 
selves of  the  idea  that  "church"  is  just  a  part-of-the-year 
proposition  and  we  have  largely  solved  the  problem.  Let 
us  analyze  the  problem  for  a  moment.  We  have,  in  our 
span  of  years  in  the  ministry  seen  an  increased  trend  of 
"cutting  back"  as  it  relates  to  services  of  the  church.  We 
can  remember  when  most  churches  held  morning  and  eve- 
ning services  throughout  the  year!  Some  still  do!  But 
from  this  favorable  set-up  there  started  a  trend  of  clos- 
ing dowTi  on  August  Sunday  evenings.  (The  Pastor  was 
on  vacation,  so  why  not  the  members,  too;  notwithstand- 
ing the  fact  that  the  Pastor  was  on  the  job  all  the  rest 
of  the  year,  even  if  the  members  weren't.) 

The  trend  developed  until  churches  were  dropping  eve- 
ning services  during  July  and  August,  then  June  was 
added  to  the  list.  Negative  progress  was  made  and  soon 
there  was  no  reason  to  start  evening  sei'%'ices  until  Oc- 
tober, then  starting  on  World  Wide  Communion  Sunday. 
Now,  in  some  localities,  the  High  School  Baccalaureate 
Service  is  a  signal  for  churches  to  close  down  on  their 
evening  sei'\ices  until  fall. 

Thus  we  see  that  with  a  shutting  down  of  the  church's 
program,  the  interest  and  incentive  for  coming  to  church 
is  absent.  Psychologically,  this  takes  hold  on  people  at 
Easter  time.  The  result?  The  Tragedy  of  Easter. 

Brethren,  this  need  not  be  so.  The  fine  crowds  of  Eas- 
ter Sunday  can  be  duplicated  each  Sunday  of  the  year, 
if  we  who  profess  loyalty  to  the  Church  vrill  constantly 
put  aside  the  tilings  which  are,  or  which  we  put  in  our 
way  of  Church  attendance. 

EASTER  NEED  NOT  BE  A  TRAGEDY  IN  OUR 
LIVES,  BUT  RATHER  A  PRELUDE  TO  GREATER  AC- 
TIVITY IN  THE  WORK  AND  ATTENDANCE  OF  THE 
CHURCH.— W.  S.  B. 
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Word    P/c//(/rs    Of 

Glinst    f}]    The 

gospel   Llf    John 


Each  of  the  chapters  of  the  Gospel  of  John  contain  a 
word  picture  of  Christ.  Twenty-one  Brethren  ministers 
present,  in  this  series  of  devotional  articles  the  develop- 
ment" of  these  pictures,  chapter  by  chapter.  We  urge  you 
to  read  each  chapter,  and  each  of  the  articles  as  they 
appear;  thereby  coming  to  a  deeper  understanding  of  our 
Saviour,  His  pui-pose,  and  His  work. — ^^W.  S.  B. 


/.  Gimst,  7he  Son  Of  god 


l^lev.  Cugeue  J.  TSeehleif 


WHY  IS  IT,  AS  YOU  TURN  THE  PAGE 
from  St.  Luke  to  St.  John  you  seem  to  pass 
into  another  climate,  almost  into  another  atmos- 
phere? 

The  answer  is  at  least  twofold.  It  is,  first,  that 
there  was  so  much  to  tell,  facts  and  teachings,  of 
so  much  deeper  meaning  than  that  which  the 
first  thi-ee  Evangelists  had  written.  It  is,  second- 
ly, that  in  the  growth  of  thought  respecting  the 
Christ-life  and  the  Christ-nature,  full  answers 
were  needed  and  John  alone  was  the  one  able  to 
answer  these  numberless  questions. 

It  is  curious  to  note  how,  in  each  of  the  three 
Gospels,  Matthew,  Luke,  and  John,  it  is  the  ge- 
nealogy which  strikes  the  key-note;  and  how  the 
key-note  dominates  their  contents.  In  Matthew, 
the  genealogy  carries  you  up  to  Abraham  and  the 
whole  Gospel  exhibits  the  Messiah.  In  Luke,  the 
genealogj'  goes  up  to  Adam,  and  you  have 
throughout  the  Gospel  the  Saviour  of  mankind 
the  compassionate  Brother  of  the  race.  In  John, 
the  genealogy  is  carried  back  to  all  eternity:  it 
tells  you  of  a  Divine  eternal  existence  with  God, 
not  a  separate  existence,  but  with  God  and  of 
work  done  and  functions  fulfilled  in  that  eternal 
existence,  creation,  life,  light,  and  of  certain 
mysterious  contradiction  on  the  part  of  darkness 
to  the  Light. 

The  prologue  of  .John  is  no  mere  collection  of 
theological  dogmas  stuck  on  to  the  beginning  of 
his  Gospel;  it  is  rather  this,  that  John  exhibits 
the  earthly  Christ-life,  as  the  prolongation  into 


Text:  John  1:1-1^ 


earthly  existence  of  what  had  been  going  on  in 
the  unseen  from  everlasting. 

This  is  clearly  John's  idea,  and  you  see  it  re- 
flected throughout  his  selection  of  facts  and  dis- 
courses. THE  SPECIAL  ASPECTS  ON  WHICH 
JOHN  DWELLS  IN  HIS  PICTURE  OF  THE 
CHRIST-LIFE,  ARE  THOSE  WHICH  EX- 
HIBIT HIM  AS  BEING  STILL  WITH  GOD  AS 
WELL  AS  WITH  MEN. 

Thus  it  is  St.  John,  who  is  so  careful  to  tell  us 
why  Christ  was  made  flesh  and  dwelt  among  us. 
It  is  John,  who  is  so  careful  to  exhibit  the  death 
of  the  Lord  as  a  voluntary  surrender,  pleasing  to 
the  Father,  freely  rendered  on  His  own  part, 
and  pleasing  because  thus  freely  rendered.  Ac- 
cept John's  view,  accept  his  picture  of  the  visible 
Christ-life  as  the  visible  half  of  a  duplex  whole, 
and  the  puzzle  vanishes,  the  Gospel  which  deals 
with  the  deepest  mysteries  becomes  in  truth  the 
Gospel  of  explanation. 

"The  Word  was  made  flesh  and  dwelt  among 
us."  This  is  John's  declaration.  He  does  not  in- 
vent a  great  argument  to  prove  it,  he  simply 
says  "so  it  was."  This  poor  fisherman,  who  was 
once  upon  a  time  sitting  in  his  father's  ship  on 
the  Sea  of  Galilee,  mending  his  nets,  this  man 
who  was  infinitely  humbler  and  less  self-conceited 
now  than  he  was  then,  says  out  boldly  and  with- 
out hesitation,  "This  everlasting  Word,  in  whom 
was  life  and  whose  life  was  the  light  of  men — 
this  Word,  who  was  with  God  and  was  God — 
was  made  flesh  and  dwelt  among  us." 

He  adds,  "We  beheld  His  glory,  the,  .g^ 
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the  only-begotten  of  the  Father."  We  arc  sure 
that  in  this  Man  thus  entering  into  our  feelings 
and  circumstances,  we  beheld  the  living  God.  Not 
some  unseen  power,  some  angel  or  divine  crea- 
ture who  might  have  been  sent  down  on  a  mes- 
sage of  mercy  to  one  little  corner  of  the  earth, 
3r  to  us  poor  fishermen  of  Galilee;  it  is  not  such 
a  being  whom  we  saw  hidden  under  this  human 
form:  WE  DECLARE  THAT  WE  SAW  THE 
GLORY  OF  THE  FATHER,  OF  HIM  WHO 
HAS  MADE  HEAVEN  AND  EARTH  AND 
THE  SEA,  OF  HIM  WHO  HAS  BEEN  AND  IS 
AND  IS  TO  BE. 

How  shall  we  regard  Jesus  Christ?  Is  he  to  be 
admired  as  the  best  of  men  or  may  he  also  be 
^^orshipped  and  trusted  as  God?  Was  he  the 
g-reatest  of  prophets,  or  is  he  also  the  Messiah, 
the  predicted  Saviour  of  the  world  ? 

Then  again,  does  it  really  matter  how  we  may 
regard  him?  Is  it  true  that  our  attitude  toward 
him  is  a  test  of  character,  and  that  belief  in  him 
affects  life  and  determines  our  destiny?  Has 
there  been  given  us  sufficient  evidence  on  which 
to  base  our  belief,  and  do  we  have  such  testimony 
as  to  warrant  our  trust  ? 

John  says,  "these  are  written,  that  ye  might 
believe  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  God." 
Here  he  affirms  that  Jesus  has  ever  existed  as 
God,  as  indeed,  the  Creator  by  whom  all  things 
were  made.  He  also  states  that  faith  in  him  re- 
sults in  such  a  moral  transformation  as  can  best 
be  described  as  being  "born  of  God."  It  is  further 
indicated  that  this  faith  is  based  on  the  witness 
of  men  who  were  His  intimate  companions,  in 
the  days  of  His  flesh,  and  who  spoke  from  per- 
sonal experience. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  imagine  a  more  pro- 
found statement  as  to  the  person  of  Christ.  He  is 
here  set  forth  in  his  relation  to  God  and  the 
world,  and  specifically  as  the  self-revelation  of 
God.  The  statements  are  timeless  and  universal, 
and  are  not  to  be  limited  to  the  preincarnate 
Christ.  He  has  always  been  revealing  God,  both 
in  creation  and  in  the  moral  consciousness  of 
men,  but  men  have  always  been  slow  to  appre- 
hend Him,  or  unwilling  to  accept  Him. 

Thus  in  the  opening  paragraph  the  tragedy  of 
this  Gospel  is  introduced.  Yet,  while  the  rejec- 
tion of  Christ  is  to  be  recorded,  some  are  to  ac- 
cept Him  and  to  find  in  Him  true  life  and  light. 
The  testimony  is  to  Christ,  of  whom  it  is  stated 
in  verse  9,  that  by  His  "coming  into  the  world" 
He  has  become  "the  true  Light"  for  every  man 


who  will  receive  Him.  The  verse  does  not  mean  to 
identify  Christ  with  the  universal  conscience, 
nor  to  assert,  however  true  it  may  be,  that  there 
is  moral  light  in  every  man.  The  phra.se,  "com- 
ing into  the  world"  refers  to  Christ,  and  not  to 
"every  man." 

He  is  "the  true  Light"  for  everyone  who  ac- 
cepts, but  the  world,  as  a  whole  has  been  too 
blind  or  too  wicked  to  welcome  Him,  as  is  as- 
serted in  verse  10.  The  next  verse  tells  us  that 
when  He  came  to  the  place  and  the  people  espe- 
cially prepared  for  His  coming,  he  was  net  re- 
ceived. 

''He  came  unto  his  own  (things),  and  .  .  .  his 
own  (people)  received  him  not."  However  there 
were  those  who  were  ready  to  receive  Him.  This 
Gospel  is  not  only  a  tragedy  of  unbelief,  IT  IS 
ALSO  A  GREAT  DRAMA  OF  THE  UNFOLD- 
ING OF  FAITH,  and  the  writer  now  suggests 
another  characteristic  feature  of  his  Gospel  as 
he  shows  how  faith  issues  in  life.  This  life  is  that 
of  true  "children  of  God."  "As  many  as  received 
him,  to  them  gave  he  the  right  (or  privilege)  to 
become  children  of  God."  The  term  "children" 
used  by  John,  is  distinct  from  the  term  "sons" 
which  is  more  commonly  used  by  Paul.  Both 
terms  apply  to  all  Christians,  but  the  latter  sug- 
gests position  and  legal  rights  secured  by  adop- 
tion, the  former  indicates  likeness,  natui-e,  life, 
resulting  from  birth. 

The  life  of  a  true  Christian  cannot  be  ex- 
plained on  the  grounds  of  heredity  or  of  environ- 
ment or  of  personal  resolution,  it  is  imparted  by 
the  Spirit  of  God  as  revealed  in  the  "Word" 
which  "became  flesh,  and  dwelt  among  us  (and 
we  beheld  his  glory,  glory  as  of  the  only  begotten 
from  the  Father),  full  of  grace  and  truth." 

As  we  study  this  and  other  portions  of  His 
Holy  Word  may  we  jcin  with  the  Psalmist  and 
say,  "Open  Thou  mine  eyes,  that  I  may  behold 
wondrous  things"  and  surelj''  the  mysterious  will 
become  simple  and  become  the  foundation  for  our 
faith,  our  life,  and  our  testimony  to  cur  day. 

— Warsaw.  Indiana. 


How  About 
Your  Offerings?? 


FOREIGN  MISSIONARY  OFFERING 

(Easter) 
Make  checks  to  The  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren 
Chinch,  and  address  The  IMissionary  Board  of  the  Breth- 
ren  Chmch,   524   College  Avenue.   Ashland.   Ohio. 
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CLEAVER 

SISTERS 

HONORED 

AT 

FALLS 
CITY, 

NEBRASKA 


FLORENCE 


NELLIE 


For  their  many  years  of  untiring  and  unselfish  service 
to  the  youth  of  Falls  City,  in  the  operation  of  the  Cleaver 
Mission  Sunday  School,  the  Cleaver  sisters,  Miss  Nellie, 
and  Miss  Florence,  were  recently  presented  an  award  for 
distinguished  community  service. 

The  honor  award  was  presented  by  the  Falls  City  Ro- 
Larians  at  a  special  dinner  in  their  honor.  It  reads: 

"This  certifies  that  in  recognition  of  conscientious 
and  loyal  service  as  religious  teachers  in  the  Cleaver 
.Mission  over  a  period  of  many  years,  and  for  their 
many  splendid  accomplishments  in  behalf  of  the 
youth  of  our  community,  the  Rotary  club  of  Falls 
City  presents  these  formal  awards  to  Florence 
and  Nellie  Cleaver." 

Miss  Florence  is  the  leader  and  superintendent  of  the 
mission,  while  Miss  Nellie  serves  as  her  able  assistant. 
Neither  has  ever  received  any  remuneration  for  their 
long  and  faithful  service  to  the  youth  of  Falls  City  in 
the  operation  of  the  mission. 

The  Mission  Sunday  School  building  was  built  by  the 
Christian  ^Endeavor  society  of  the  Presbyterian  church  57 
years  ago.  It  was  placed  in  a  trust  and  later  purchased 
by  Miss  Florence.  The  Sunday  School  itself  was  organized 
two  years  previous  to   the  erection  of  the  building. 

The  Mission  work  consists  not  only  of  the  Sunday 
School  which  has  always  met  Sunday  afternoons,  but  also 


includes  other  activities,  including  making  calls  and  the 
operation  of  a  home  department. 

Miss  Florence  is  a  member  of  the  Falls  City  Brethren 
Church  where  she  has  been  active  in  Sunday  School  work 
since  about  1912,  in  the  Children's  Division.  Miss  Nellie 
is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  where  she  also 
is  active  in  the  Sunday  School  work. 

In  accepting  the  plaques.  Miss  Florence,  acting  as 
spokesman  for  the  sisters,  said  in  part,  "we  accept  these 
plaques  with  deep  appreciation,  remembering,  however, 
that  these  honors  rightly  belong  to  the  Lord  God  whom 
we  serve." 

Through  the  generosity  of  a  gift  of  $2,500.00  a  few 
years  ago,  from  Miss  Florence  Cleaver,  the  Ashland  Col- 
lege radio  station  was  made  possible. 

Editor's  Note:  We  felt  that  the  many  friends  of  the 
Cleaver  sisters  in  the  .Brotherhood,  who  knew  of  the 
work  which  these  servants  of  God  were  doing  in  the 
Cleaver  Sunday  School  Mission  at  Falls  City,  would  be 
interested  in  knowing  of  the  honor  which  has  been  be- 
stowed upon  them. 

The  material  for  this  article  was  gleaned  from  the 
Falls  City  Journal,  and  the  pen  of  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Rieger, 
of  Falls  City,  who  supplied  the  editor  with  the  neces- 
sary facts.  Cuts  are  courtesy  of  the  Falls  City  Journal. 
— W.  S.  B. 


SOUTHEASTERN  LAYMEN 

The  Southea.stern  District  Laymen  Spring  Rally  will  be 
held  April  17th,  at  Cumberland,  Maryland,  Brethren 
Church.  The  Church  is  located  at  4th  and  Seymour 
.Streets. 

Banquet  and  election  of  District  Officers.  Plans  for  Dis- 
trict Conference  will  also  be  made. 

Time:  7:.30  P.  M. 

I.  B.   Litton,   Dist.  President. 


WANTED 

A  man  and  wife  to  manage  the  Hotel  at  Shipshewana 
Lake  this  summer  is  a  pressing  need  of  the  Indiana  Dis- 
trict. 

Any  interested  couples  are  asked  to  conitact  the  un- 
dersigned for  information.  Here  is  a  wonderful  oppor- 
tunity for  Christian  service. 

Everett   E.   Miller,   Chairman, 

Indiana  Board  of  Trustees,   New  Paris,  Indiana. 
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Missionary     Department 


NEWS  BRIEFS  FROM  OUR  MISSIONARIES 


Duiing  this  season  let  us  all  pray  for  the  Higi  people, 
;he  work  that  is  to  be  done  and  the  workers  in  the  vil- 
lages.  And   as   we  consider  the 
BOB  BISCHOF        death  of  Christ  on  the  cross  as 
NIGERIA  the  propitiation  for  the  sins  of 

the  world,  let  us  reconsecrate 
)ur  lives  and  energies  toward  making  this  fact  known 
;o  the  people  who  are  still  sitting  in  the  darkness  of  sin 
ind  superstition. 

Iji   l|i   i|i 

Jeannette  is  scheduled  to  begin  teaching  a  children's 
;lass  in  a  Spanish  Baptist  Sunday  School  in  one  of  the 

barrios    of    San    Jose.      I    have 

KENNETH  SOLOMON    promised  to  preach  for  the  pas- 

COSTA   RICA         tor  the  Sunday  night  following 

Easter.  We  are  thankful  for 
.hese  opportunities  to  use  and  practice  our  Spanish,  to 
)repare  us  better  for  the  work  that  is  before  us  and  to 
)e  of  service  at  the  same  time.  We  have  been  attending 
his   little   mission    church    for    some    time    helping    out 
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ARGENTINA 


when  we  could  and  observing  some  things  about  thf-  peo- 
ple, the  church,  etc. 

4i  i|i  01 

On  February  21  we  had  a  baptismal  service  in  v%hich 
three   men  and  one  woman  were  baptized.  Two  of  these 

live  in  the  center  and  two  in  a 
suburb  where  we  have  a  branch 
mission.  There  are  other  candi- 
dates who,  on  account  of  illness 
in  the  family,  could  not  be  bap- 
tized at  this  time.  There  are  also  a  number  of  children 
who  have   made  public  confessions  and   want   to   be   bap- 
tized, but  are  being  indoctrinated  first. 

The  city  of  Cordoba  is  growing  so  fast  that  a  new- 
mission  might  be  opened  every  year  in  some  part  of  the 
city  without  intruding  on  the  territory  of  other  missions. 

The  work  of  the  Sunday  school  and  auxiliary  societies 
goes  on  actively,  and  we  have  a  fine  working  group  of  be- 
lievers. Several  of  our  young  people  hope  to  be  active 
missionaries. 


THE  CLAIM  OF  MISSIONS 

The  same  reasons  for  an  aggressive  missionary 
program  in  the  days  when  Jesus  gave  the  great 
commission  exist  in  our  world  today. 

1.  The  same  divine  command 

2.  The  same  need 

3.  The  same  sinful  world 

4.  The  same  possibilities  of  rescue 

5.  The  same   power  and  value  in   the  Gospel 
There   was   nothing  in  the  apostolic    time    which 

made  it  more  important  that  the  redemption  story 
be  given  then  than  now. 

We  believe  that  the  responsibility  and  privilege 
of  spreading  the  Gospel  is  even  more  demanding  to- 
day, f 

Have  You  Given  Your  Best 

To  The  Easter  Offering 

For  Foreign  Missions? 


THE  PRICE  OF  EMANCIPATION 

A  rich  fai'mer  in  Kansas  fell  under  conviction  for  his 
sins,  and  finally  knelt  at  an  altar  and  dedicated  his  life 
to  God.  Within  a  week  a  missionary  collection  was  taken 
in  his  home  church  and  this  raised  the  issue  all  over 
again. 

"Every  time  I  made  up  my  mind  to  give  something  to 
the  missionaries,"  he  told  his  pastor,  "the  de%nl  began  to 
remonstrate  with  me  and  tell  me  it  was  too  much,  that 
I  could  not  afford  it.  Then  I  would  have  to  double  my  gift. 

"1  began  with  $10  and  the  devil  said,  'that's  a  lot  of 
money  for  a  poor  man  like  you,  Dave',  and  I  said,  'all 
right,  then,  I'll  make  it  twenty.' 

"With  that  the  devil  almost  thi-ew  a  fit  and  said, 
'Dave,  you're  crazy,  giving  that  much  money  away,"  and 
I  had  to  double  it  again. 

"And  do  you  know,  preacher,  I  had  to  give  $400  to  the 
missionaries  before  that  old  devil  would  leave  me  alone?" 
And  with  that  he  handed  his  preacher  a  check  for  that 
amount. 

It  was  the  price  of  his  emancipation  from  stinginess! 


"Many  persons  who  take  pride  in  being:  honest,  pay  all 
bills,  meet  all  obligations  in  full,  will  rob  God  and  think 
nothing  of  it.  HOW?  In  tithes  and  offerings."  Read  Mal- 
achi  3:7-10.  Are  YOU  honest  with  God? 
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TRIBUTES  TO  DR.  I.  D.  BOWMAN 


BOWMAN.  Dr.  Isaac  D.  Bowman  went  forth  from 
this  mortal  body  to  enter  into  that  glorious  "house 
not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens,"  on 
February  28,  1953,  from  the  lovely  home  provided 
by  their  daughter,  Mrs.  Groves,  in  Brighton,  Indi- 
ana, near  the  Brethren  church. 

The  memorial  sei-vice  was  conducted  at  the 
Brighton  Brethren  church  on  March  3rd. 

Rev.   Harry  Gilbert,   Elkhart,  Indiana,  sang  "The 


Love  of  God,"  and  "Amazing  Grace,"  selected  by 
Dr.  .Bowman. 

Rev.  W.  E.  Ronk,  Goshen,  Indiana,  read  the 
scripture  lesson  from  Romans,  chapter  eight. 

Rev.  W.  I.  Duker,  Goshen,  Indiana,  offered 
prayer. 

Rev.  Ronk  and  Rev.  Duker  each  paid  tribute  to 
the  life  and  work  of  our  beloved  Dr.  Bowman. 

Rev.  Claud  Studebaker,  Bunkerhill,  Indiana,  de- 
livered the  sermon,  suggesting  as  a  text  appropriate 
to  the  life  and  faith  of  our  departed  brother — " — 
The  time  of  my  departure  is  at  hand.  I  have  fought 
a  good  fight,  I  have  finished  my  course,  I  have  kept 
the  faith.  Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a 
crown  of  righteousness,  which  the  Lord,  the  right- 
eous judge  shall  give  me  at  that  day;  and  not  to 
me  only,  but  to  all  them  also  that  love  his  appear- 
ing." IITim.  4:6,  7,  8. 

Other  ministers  attending  who  were  an  escort  of 
honor  as  the  body  was  borne  to  its  resting  place: 
Clayton  Berkshire,  Charles  Munson  and  W.  St.  Clair 
Benshoff,  Ashland,  Ohio;  J.  A.  Mclnturff,  Mansfield, 
Ohio;  R.  K.  Higgins,  Elkhart,  Indiana;  V.  E.  Meyer, 
Nappanee,  Indiana;  Bright  Hanna,  Oakville,  Indi- 
ana; Fred  Pippin,  Sherwood,  Michigan;  Three  min- 
isters in  the  family:  a  son,  J.  Milton  Bowman,  Peru, 
Indiana;  Milton  Robinson,  Cumberland,  Maryland 
and   Ronald    Robinson,    Peru,    Indiana,   grandsons. 

— Claud  Studebaker. 


HIS  LIFE  AND  MINISTRY 


THE  LIFE  AND  MINISTRY  OF  DR.  BOWMAN  covers 
the  entire  historical  life  of  the  .Brethren  church  which 
was  called  first,  "Piogressive  Bi-ethren  Church."  However, 
this  was  never  our  legal  corporate  name,  but  only  applied 
to  us  because  certain  leaders  were  of  sincere  conviction 
that  certain  external  requirements  of  the  church,  such  as 
uniform  clothing,  etc.,  were  not  conducive  to  humility  and 
spiritual  grovd;h,  but  had  become  a  source  of  strife  and 
should  not  be   required  by  the  councils  of  the  church. 

Dr.  Bowman  was  in  the  early  years  of  his  ministry  in 
the  beginning  of  the  Brethren  church.  He  was  a  power 
in  the  pulpit  as  an  evangelist  and  probably  was  instru- 
mental in  bringing  as  many  people  into  the  Brethren 
church  as  any  other  pi-eacher.  In  his  ministry  he  organ- 
ized about  20  churches.  In  an  eight  year  pastorate  at 
First  Brethren  church,  Philadelphia,  (1892  to  1900),  he 
built  a  strong  church  and  established  mission  points 
which  later  became  churches  and  developed  workers.  He 
had  a  passion  for  souls  and  .sought  to  inspire  all  Chris- 
tians and  churches  to  launch  out  on  their  own  and  undei' 
the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  establish  churches  in 
any  center  of  population. 

Dr.   Bowman  was  a  man  of  the  kindest  spirit  and  for- 


giveness of  an  offending  brother  was  part  of  his  life 
creed.  He  was  a  great  student  and  had  read  many  books 
as  well  as  being  a  devoted  student  of  the  Bible.  To  him 
the  word  of  God  was  final  authority  and  he  sought  to 
teach  it  in  its  purity  and  power.  With  a  life  filled  with 
the  ministry  of  the  gospel,  yet  on  the  small  salary  which 
was  prevalent  in  the  years  of  his  active  ministry,  he  and 
his  lovely  wife  reared  a  large  family  which  have  gone  out 
to  bless  the  world  in  various  fields,  some  in  the  gospel 
ministry.  His  life  and  ministry  has  been  a  benediction  to 
all  who  came  under  his  preaching  and  counsel. 

He  and  his  good  wife,  who  preceded  him  to  glory  only 
a  few  months,  traveled  together  for  a  period  of  73  years 
in  love  and  sweetness.  To  him  she  was  a  precious  jewel 
that  was  lost  to  him  for  a  while  but  not  for  long. 

If  all  our  ministers  would  give  their  lives  as  diligently 
and  lovingly  to  the  gospel  ministry  we  could  confidently 
expect  great  blessings.  I  thank  God  for  his  life  and  min- 
istry and  it  should  be  a  challenge  to  our  younger  preach- 
ers. Our  comfort  in  his  departure  is  the  glorious  hope  of 
heaven. 

— Claud  Studebaker. 
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Tribute   By  A   Lay  Minister 

FRED  PIPPIN 

My  first  remembrance  of  Rev.  Bowman  goes  back  about 
thirty  years,  to  the  Nappanee,  Indiana,  First  Brethren 
Church,  where  I  later  became  a  member.  Rev.  Bowman 
came  there  one  Sunday  night  to  visit,  and  was  called 
upon  to  preach.  He  preached  upon  the  subject  of 
"Prayer."  I  recall  after  the  service  there  was  a  buzz  of 
comments,  and  it  seemed  to  m.e  every  person  was  deeply 
touched.  Such  remarks  as,  "The  best  man  in  our  church," 
and  "most  wondei'ful  sermon  I  ever  heard,"  were  com- 
mon that  night. 

Many  years  have  passed  since  that  night,  and  pages 
have  been  written  into  the  history  of  the  Church.  It  is 
not  the  intent  of  this  writei  to  eulogize  all  those  years, 
for  I  came  in  close  contact  with  Rev.  Bowman  only  after 
he  came  to  Brighton,  Indiana,  with  his  faithful  wife,  to 
retire  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Bessie  Grove. 

At  Brighton,  Rev.  Bowman  preached  as  a  supply  pastor 
at  various  times.  It  was  on  one  of  these  occasions  that 
a  warm  friendship  started  and  lasted  until  his  death.  I 
shall  remember  Rev.  Bowman  as  lEvangelist,  Author  and 
Bible  Lecturer,  contemporary  of  D.  L.  Moody  and  Billy 
Sunday.  He  had  over  five  thousand  additions  to  Brethren 
churches,  and  many  for  other  churches.  He  started  twenty 
Mission  Churches,  and  had  quite  a  number  of  converts 
who  became  ministers,  deacons,  teachers,  etc. 

He  was  a  great  Bible  scholar,  having  read  the  entire 
Bible  through  thirty-three  times,  and  the  New  Testament 
through  over  one  hundred  times.  He  was  a  prophetic 
scholar,  widely  known  for  his  lectures  on  Revelation.  He 
regarded  the  book  of  the  Revelation  the  greatest  book  of 
the  .Bible.  Hebrews  came  next  in  importance,  with  Eccle- 
siastes  being  considered  the  greatest  book  in  the  Old  Tes- 
tament. The  Word  of  God  with  him  was  the  final  answer 
to  all  debate. 

He  greatly  stressed  Bible  teaching,  which  was  very 
important  to  him,  and  often  made  the  remark,  "every 
rightly  taught  Christian."  He  stressed  obedience  and 
listed  the  New  Testament  commands  to  obey,  at  four- 
hundred  and  eighty-eight.  A  great  man  of  faith,  he  was, 
and  stressed  two  kinds — a  saving  faith  and  a  working 
faith.  Often  I  heard  him  say,  "faith  without  works  is  a 
dead  faith." 

One  of  his  greatest  fields  was  baptism.  Here  he  spared 
no  effort  to  convince  the  most  skeptical  that  Triune  Im- 
m.ersion,  foi-ward  action,  was  the  undisputed  original 
mode  of  Apostolic  baptism.  He  maintained  that  the  new- 
convert  must  completely  yield  heart,  soul,  and  body  to  the 
will  of  God;  hence  obey  every  known  command  in  tho^ 
Bible,  including  baptism. 

On  divine  healing,  he  was  a  saint,  although  he  never 
boasted  of  having  the  gift  of  healing.  His  series  of  ten 
sermons  on  divine  healing  spoke  well  in  that  field.  He  at- 
tributed his  long  life  to  divine  healing. 

How^  well  I  recall  how  he  spoke  of  love,  temperance 
and  non-conformity,  although  he  progressed  with  the 
world.  He  taught  world  peace  and  Church  union.  Missions 
and  Evangelism  were  his  fields  of  endeavor.  Many  times 
in   his   prayer  he    asked   Almighty    God     "to    grant    the 


Church   power   to   herald   the   moHsage   of   Halvation   and 
hasten  back  the  coming  King." 

A  fiiTTi  believer  in  the  higher-life  teaching  of  the  blocxJ, 
he  often  quoted  from  Hebrews  12:22-24.  On  quoting 
scripture,  I  believe  Brothej-  howrnnn'H  favorite;  paH.sage 
to   be    PJphesians   .3:14-21,   which   ho   quoted   often. 

Many  happy  occasions  come  to  mind  a.s  a  tribute  to 
Brother  Bowman.  He  was  a  most  humble  person,  often 
was  a  guest  in  our  home  after  preaching  .services  at  the 
Mission.  His  last  meal  away  from  his  daughter's  home 
was  at  our  humble  cottage.  I  shall  never  forget  our  long 
Sunday  afternoons  together  as  he  helped  me  with  the 
Scriptures.  It  was  my  privilege  to  go  through  most  of 
Revelation  with  him. 

His  last  sermon  was  preached  at  the  Matteson  Mission, 
Sherwood,  Michigan,  August  26,  1951,  on  the  subject  of 
"Prayer."  His  wish  was  that  he  might  die  with  his  boots 
on,  and  it  can  be  said  that  he  was  tine  and  faithful  to 
the  last.  (See  The  Brethren  Evangeli.st  for  February  2, 
1952.) 

I  recall,  and  have  at  hand  his  outline  of  seven  sermons 
on  "Union  with  Christ"  taken  from  Romans  Chapters  G, 
7,  and  8.  It  was  a  joy  to  hear  the  eighth  chapter  of  Ro- 
mans read  at  his  last  rites,  for  it  spoke  of  that  "Eternal 
Union  with  Christ"  which  he  preached  to  the  living,  and 
which  he  now  enjoys. 

Sherwood,  Mich. 

Tribute    By   A   Grandson 

MILTON  M.  ROBINSON 

ISAAC  DANIEL  BOWMAN  was  born  on  March  7, 
1862.  He  was  the  fourth  of  six  children  born  to  John 
Wine  .Bowman  and  his  wife  Mary  (nee  Petry).  His  birth- 
place was  one  mile  south  of  Harrisonburg,  Virginia.  On 
August  28,  1879,  he  married  Addie  B.  Showalter,  daughter 
of  William  and  Elizabeth  Showalter.  To  this  union  were 
born  twelve  children,  three  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Bowman  were  married  seventy-two 
years,  ten  months,  and  one  day,  when  they  were  parted 
isy  her  death,  June  29,  1952.  He  died  February  28,  1953, 
just  one  week  short  of  reacliing  his  ninety-first  birthday. 
They  are  survived  by  nine  children,  the  eldest  of  whom  is 
seventy-one,  and  the  youngest  fifty.  In  addition  to  the 
children,  there  are  twenty-four  grandchildren,  six  step- 
grandchildren,  forty-three  great  grandchildren,  thirteen 
step-great  grandchildren,  and  two  great-great-grandchil- 
dren. 

While  in  his  teens,  Dr.  Bo^^^nan  inquired  of  two  uncles 
if  they  knew  of  a  Church  which  preached,  taught  and 
practiced  all  the  teachings  of  the  Bible.  After  due  consid- 
eration, he  was  baptized  by  his  uncle.  Joseph  Bov\nnan. 
and  joined  what  was  then  known  as  the  Western  Associa- 
tion Brethren  Church.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  was 
ordained  a  minister  in  that  Church. 

When  H.  R.  Holsinger  and  his  followers  formed  the 
-Brethren  ^kno^^^l  as  the  Progressives)  Chui-ch.  the  West- 
ern Association  .Brethren  united  with  them  to  form  one 
Brethren  Denomination.  One  of  the  assets  of  the  new  De- 
nomination was  Ashland  College.  It  was  covered,  at  that 
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time  by  a  mortgage  of  $40,000.00.  The  leaders  of  the  De- 
nomination feared  that  in  case  of  foreclosing,  the  fledg- 
ling Chuix'h  would  obtain  a  blot  upon  its  good  name. 
Therefore,  they  deemed  it  wise  to  deed  the  College  to  a 
man  of  high  character  until  such  a  time  as  the  debt  would 
be  paid.  The  man  chosen  was  I.  D.  Bowman.  He  held  the 
deed  for  six  years,  after  which  he  turned  it  back  to  the 
Brethren  (?hurch.  This  was  made  possible  through  the 
tii^less  efforts  of  George  W.  Rench  and  himself,  who 
pi"eached  thivughout  the  country  on  behalf  of  the  College 
interests,  and  who  were  able  to  raise  enough  money  to 
pay  off  the  obligation. 

1.  D.  Bowman  would  ratlier  be  known  as  a  Bible  Stu- 
dent and  Teacher  and  Church  Founder,  than  anything 
else.  During  his  long  ministry,  he  baptized  over  5000  per- 
sons into  the  Brethren  Church;  for  over  thirty-six  years, 
he  preached  over  350  sermons  a  year.  He  organized  or 
helped  organize  about  nineteen  missions  and  churches, 
some  of  which  include  Mt.  Olive  and  Bethlehem,  in  Vir- 
ginia; Williamstown  and  North  Georgetown,  in  Ohio; 
Pliiladelphia  Second,  AUentown  and  Lansdale  in  Pennsyl- 
vania; Sergeantsville  and  Calvary,  in  New  Jersey;  and 
Georgetown,  in  Delaware;  plus  many  more  about  which 
the  writer  knows  nothing.  In  this  respect,  he  might  well 
have  been  known  as  a  "Johnny  Appleseed"  of  the  Breth- 
ren Church.  He  planted  new  Churches  wherever  he  had 
the  opportunity. 

When  it  came  to  Bible  study.  Dr.  Bowman  read  his 
Bible  through  well  over  fifty  times.  He  kept  himself  up 
to  dale  on  recent  trends  in  religious  thought  by  reading 
the  writings  of  the  best  known  authors  of  his  day.  He 
thoroughly  acquainted  himself  with  every  subject  he 
could,  relating  to  the  Bible.  He  was  always  willing  to  im- 
part what  knowledge  he  gained  to  all  who  sought  it. 
Many  in  other  denominations  as  well  as  .Brethren  consid- 
ered him  a  final  authority  on  Bible  Doctrine. 

Dr.  I.  D.  Bowman  received  a  Doctor  of  Divinity  degree 
from  Ashland  College  for  outstanding  service  to  his 
Church.  He  was  possessed  by  a  devout  love  for  Christ  and 
the  Brethren  Church.  He  explained  that  the  Brethren 
taught  closer  to  New  Testament  Christianity  than  any 
other  denomination.  His  feeling  was,  "There  is  no  New 
Testament  commandment  that  you  will  not  have  full  op- 
portunity to  obey  as  a  member  of  the  Brethren  Church." 
He  never  saw  any  reason  to  apologize  for  the  doctrines 
of  his  Church  or  to  be  ashamed  of  them.  Indeed  he  de- 
fended against  all  comers.  He  based  his  convictions  upon 
the  Bible.  He  tried  to  teach  and  to  piactice  the  entire 
Book.  He  was  a  member  of  the  .Brethren  Church  bcause 
he  believed  he  had  more  opportunity  and  freedom  to  do 
.so  than  he  could  anywhere  else. 

His  love  for  his  Church  caused  him  to  establish 
Churches  and  missions  wherever  and  whenever  the  oppor- 
tunity arose.  He  was  interested  in  propagating  "Apos- 
tolic" Christianity.  He  has  now  entered  into  the  joy  of 
his  Lord,  but  his  works  will  live  on  for  many  years  to 
come.  His  fondest  dream  was  the  establishment  of  Breth- 
ren Churches  all  over  the  world.  He  felt  that  the  mes- 
sage of  the   Brethren  Church  should  be  denied  no  one. 

In  a  word  of  closing,  this  writer  should  like  to  say 
that  he  feel.s  humble  in  the  presence  of  the  achievements 
of  his  grandfather.  It  has  been  difficult  to  write  an  obit- 
uary about  him.  To  boast,  would  be  unseemly.  Yet,  not  to 
mention  some  of  his  deeds  and  thoughts  would  be  an  in- 


justice. Some  of  the  older  men  knew  him  bettei-.  "Grand - 
pop's"  works  and  deeds  will  speak  far  more  eloquently 
than  this  poor  writer.  Suffice  it  to  say,  I.  D.  Bowman 
lived  well  and  long.  His  rewards  are  great. 

To  those  who  have  sent  this  writer  woi'ds  of  sympathy: 
he  certainly  appreciates  them.  May  God  bless  you  for 
your  kindness. 

Cumberland,  Maryland. 


Itevi.^  of  General  Interest 


I  ( Cnnnued   from    Page   2 


MT.  PLEASANT,  PENNA.  .Brother  D.  C.  White  con- 
ducted Revival  Services  for  the  Mt.  Pleasant  Church 
March  23rd  to  April  5th. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO.  PARK  STREET  BRETHREN.  The 
Pastor,  Brother  Clarence  S.  Fairbanks,  was  WATG  Radio 
Speaker  on  the  Devotional  Program  the  week  of  March 
22nd. 

The  energetic  Senior  Boys'  Brotherhood  has  started  the 
project  of  making  soap  from  cooking  fats  to  be  sent  to 
Germany. 

A  dedication   service   for  little  children  was  held   on 
Easter  Sunday. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO,  GARBER  MEMORIAL.  The  Sister- 
hood  of  Mary  and  Martha  held  a  pot-luck  supper,  March 
19th.  Seventeen  members  and  three  guests  were  present. 
Following  the  supper,  Mrs.  Edwin  Boardman  gave  a  very 
wonderful  review  of  the  Sisterhood  mission  study  book, 
"The  Headhunter's  Bride." 

The  Sisterhood  had  charge  of  the  C.  E.  service,  March 
22nd,  and  took  over  again  on  'Easter  Sunday  evening. 

The  Christian  Training  Class  had  its  final  meeting  on 
Palm  Sunday.  This  class  met  each  Sunday  afternoon  for 
ten  Sundays  and  studied  the  .Bible,  church  history.  Breth- 
ren history  and  doctrine,  S.  S.  class  teaching,  and  mis- 
sions. 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  The  beauty  of  Easter  Sunday  was  en- 
hanced at  Gratis  by  the  addition  of  white  robes  for  their 
Girls'  Choir.  The  girls,  along  with  their  leaders,  and  their 
mothers,  made  the  robes  in  a  special  get-together. 

DAYTON,  OHIO.  The  Ashland  College  A  Cappella 
Choir  is  scheduled  to  sing  in  the  Hillcrest  Brethren 
Church,  Sunday  morning,  April  12th, 

NEW  LEBANON,  OHIO.  The  Pastor,  Brother  John  T. 
Byler,  brought  the  Monday  evening  message  in  Holy 
Week  Union  services,  in  the  Johnsville  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  Church. 

The  Ashland  College  A  Cappella  Choir  was  scheduled 
to  sing  in  the  New  Lebanon  Church  Sunday  evening, 
April   12th. 

ROANN,  INDIANA.  The  Pastor,  Brother  S.  M.  Whet- 
stone, was  guest  speaker  at  a  union  ser-vice  of  Walz 
township  churches,  held  in  the  College  Corner  Brethren 
Church,  the  evening  of  March  15th. 

WABASH,  INDIANA,  COLLEGE  CORNER  BRETH- 
REN. The  Laymen  of  the  church  treated  the  ladies  to  a 
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hili  soup  su))per  recently.   It  is   repoitod  us  a  very  en 
)yable  evening. 

PERU,  INDIANA.  "The  newly  decorated  Chuirh  look.s 
ice,"  says  the  Pastor,  Brother  J.  Milton   Howmari. 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  We  are  sorry  to  report  the  se- 
ious  illness  of  Brother  Willis  E.  Ronk,  who  has  been  con- 
ned to  the  Elkhart  General  Hospital. 

However,  from  Mrs.  Ronk  we  learn  that  Brother  Ronk 
eturned  home  from  the  hospital  on  March  30th  by  am- 
ulance,  and  that  his  condition  continues  to  improve 
lowly.  (We  trust  and  pray  that  by  the  time  these  words 
re  read  in  print  that  Brother  Ronk  will  be  much  im- 
roved.) 

The  Brotherhood  will  want  to  continue  to  raise  hearts 
nd  voices  in  prayer  in  behalf  of  Brother  Ronk,  that  he 
lay  be  restored  to  a  full  measure  of  health. 

DENVER,  INDIANA.  Brother  Claud  Studebaker  con- 
ucted  Revival  Services  in  the  Denver  Brethren  Church, 
larch  16th  to  29th.  Brother  Austin  Gable  is  the  Denver 
'astor. 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  The  Church  Choir  presented  a 
oncert  of  .anthems  at  the  Palm  Sunday  Vesper  service, 
eld  at  5:00  P.  M. 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  The  Central  District 
Ipring  Camp  was  held  recently  in  the  Milledgeville 
'hurch.  Next  year's  gathering  will  be  held  in  the  Lan- 
rk  Church. 

UDELL,  IOWA.  The  Pastor,  .Brother  H.  Francis  Berk- 
hire,  was  awarded  a  Cash  prize  for  an  idea  submitted 
0  the  Minister's  Practical  Idea  Kit.  The  "idea"  presented 
i^as  that  of  having  Bible  verses  memorized  from  a  par- 
icular  book  of  the  Bible,  and  reciting  them  in  their  Hour 
f  Happiness  service  each  Sunday  evening. 

The  W.  M.  S.  Circle  No.  1,  presented  their  public  ser- 
ice  on  March  22nd. 


BRETHREN  OF  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  DIS- 
rRICT 

3ear  Brethren : 

The  Pennsylvania  District  Brethren  Laymen 
\n\\  hold  their  Spring  Rally  on  April  27,  1953  at 
r*ittsburgh,  Pennsylvania  (evening  sessions  only) 
)eginning  with  a  fellowship  supper  ,at  6:00  P.  M. 
md  evening  business  sessions  at  7:15  P.  M. 

There  are  several  important  items  of  business 
;o  come  up  since  we  cannot  let  our  projects, 
foals,  etc.,  go  until  conference  time.  Also,  the  of- 
icers  are  making  a  special  effort  for  a  large  at- 
;endance.  Will  you  talk  up  this  Rally  and  urge  all 
/■our  men  to  come  ? 

If  for  no  other  reason  tell  your  Laymen  it  will 
De  good  to  come  out  and  "meet  the  Brethren." 
Sincerely  In  His  Service, 

John  Golby,  President. 


IT   PAYS    TO    ADVERTISE 

Other  denominations  that  aie  making  gieat  BtrideH  in 

growth   today  are   those    DenominationB   which  have    not 

be(;n   afraid   to   launch   out  and   adverti.se  their  aims  and 

their  business. 

COMMERCIAL  FIRMS 

1.  Commercial  firms  expend  great  sums  to  tell  the 
world  about  their  wares.  We  recognize  some  products  by 
the  meie  mention  of  the  "trade  name."  Why?  Because  of 
ADVERTISING. 

2.  Commercial  firms  are  not  afraid  to  spend  money  for 
advertising,  because  they  know  that  their  money  will 
come  back  to  them  in  the  form  of  increased  saleK. 

3.  Commercial  firms  know  that  if  they  do  not  advertise, 
they  will  not  be  in  business  vei-y  long. 

LET'S  TAKE  A  HINT 

The  Brethren  Church  must  advertise  its  plans,  projects, 
its  news  and  events  through  its  Official  Organ,  THE 
BRETHREN  EVANGELIST.  If  it  does  not  do  this,  such 
programs,  projects,  and  plans  will  fail.  THE  BRETHREN 
EVANGELIST  has  as  its  purpose  the  dissemination  of 
news,  plans,  programs,  projects,  reports,  and  spiritual  ar- 
ticles to  the  people  of  the  Brethren  Church.  Apart  from 
this,  there  is  no  reason  for  the  existance  of  THE  BRETH- 
REN EVANGELIST  or  the  BRETHREN  PUBLISHING 
COMPANY. 

THE  BRETHREN  EVANGLIST,  being  the  Official  Or- 
gan of  the  Brethren  Church,  is  open  to  the  news  of  the 
church,  plans,  projects  and  programs  of  the  various 
boards,  organizations,  in  the  national,  district,  and  local 
scope,  and  to  articles  which  we  believe  will  prove  helpful 
to  the  spiritual  welfare  of  our  people. 

BUT,  DO  YOU  KNOW  that  the  effectiveness  of  all 
that  is  printed  in  THE  EVANGELIST  is  limited  by  the 
number  of  subscriptions  we  have  ?  The  program  and  mes- 
sage of  the  Church  can  reach  into  no  more  homes  than 
those  w^hich  receive  THE  EVANGELIST. 

THEREFORE:  (We  are  told  that  it  is  the  squeaky 
hinge  that  gets  the  oil:)  We  are  thus  of  the  mind  that  if 
the  Brethren  Church  will  respond  with  at  least  1000  new 
subscriptions,  and  if  enough  of  our  churches  will  "go" 
100%  on  subscriptions,  our  message,  and  the  message  of 
the  Church  will  find  sufficient  increased  response  to 
offset  the  cost.  BRETHREN:  YOU  CANNOT  AFFORD 
NOT  TO  ADVERTISE! 

EVERY  BRETHREN  MINISTER.  GOOD  LAYMAN, 
BOARD  MEMBER,  interested  in  his  pulpit,  his  church 
and  the  work  of  his  Board,  will  see,  by  careful  observa- 
tion and  thinking,  that  if  we  are  to  go  forward,  we  must 
tell  our  people  wliat  is  going  on.  SEE  MARCH  25TH 
EVANGELIST  for  instructions  on  sending  in  subscriptions 
and  lOO^r  lists.  YOU'LL  BE  GLAD  THAT  YOU  TOOK 
ACTION  NOW!    W.  S.  B..  Editor. 

NOTICE 

The  Ohio  District  Youth  Board  in  cooperation  with  the 
National  Brethren  Youth  Board  is  sponsoring  an  Adult 
Leadership  Training  Conference  on  May  2nd.  This  is  open 
to  all  leaders  or  potential  leaders  of  youth. 
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Topic  For  April  19,  1953 

YE  SHALL  BE  WITNESSES  UNTO  ME 

Acts  1:8b 

CHURCH  CALLED  TO  MISSIONS.  "A  Christian  man 
became  a  little  interested  in  missions.  First  he  re- 
peated in  his  prayers  the  phrase,  "Lord,  save  the  heath- 
en I"  A  few  months  later  his  plea  was,  "Lord,  send  mis- 
sionaries to  save  the  heathen!"  Time  wore  on  and  he 
prayed  with  all  the  fervor  of  his  heart,  "Lord,  if  you 
have  not  anybody  else  to  send,  send  me!"  Then  in  the 
truest  humility  he  added,  "Lord,  I  am  in  earnest;  send 
me!  But  if  you  can't  send  me,  send  somebody!"  Not  feel- 
ing yet  assured  he  prayed  again,  "Lord,  send  whom  thou 
wilt,  but  help  me  to  pay  my  share  of  the  expenses!"  And 
the  Lord  sent  him  for  he  had  ears  to  hear  the  Lord's 
voice. 

1.  CHRIST  SAID,  "GO!"  The  enterprises  of  the  church 
often  lag  and  falter  because  of  our  failure  to  apply  the 
principle  of  witnessing.  There  is  only  one  great  work  be- 
fore the  church.  It  is  the  work  of  missions.  Not  home, 
or  foreign,  but  both;  the  world-wide  work  of  making 
Christ  known  to  men.  The  Church  has  no  other  reason 
for  existence.  "Go  ye  therefore,  and  teach  all  nations, 
baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the 
Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost:  teaching  them  to  observe 
all  things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you:  and,  lo,  I 
am  with  you  always,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world. 
Amen."  Matthew  28:19,  20.  There  are  two  age-old  motives 
for  this  work  of  the  church:  (1)  Christ  said,  "Go."  (2) 
Man's  need  is  as  great  now  as  it  ever  was. 

2.  THE  COMMAND  IS  "INTO  ALL  THE  WORLD!" 
Rev.  Edwin  J.  Pudney,  of  the  Unevangelized  Fields  Mis- 
sions, writes  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  mission's  magazine, 
"Light  and  Life,"  about  the  task  of  world  evangelization 
which  confronts  the  Church.  He  tells  us  that  a  recent  sur- 
vey shows  that  Africa  has  350  tribes.  South  America  has 
300  tribes,  India  has  100  tribes,  Siberia  has  70  tribes, 
China  has  60  tribes,  Indo-China  has  60  tribes,  the  Philip- 
pines have  60  tribes— ALL  WITHOUT  THE  GOSPEL! 
One  thousand  tribes  without  a  preacher!  The  challenging 
cry  of  God  through  the  apostle  rings  in  our  ears:  "How 
shall  they  call  on  him  in  whom  they  have  not  believed, 
and  how  shall  they  believe  in  him  of  whom  they  have  not 
heard,  and  how  shall  they  hear  without  a  preacher?  And 
how  shall  they  preach,  except  they  be  sent."  (Rom.  10: 
14,  1.5).  Young  people  are  you  living  close  enough  to  the 
Lord  to  have  these  questions  haunt  you,  close  enough  to 
DO  something  about  them?  The  same  source  reminds  us 
that  there  are  2,000  languages  (not  including  dialects)  in 
the  world.  Of  the.se,  1,000  do  not  have  any  portion  of  the 
Word  of  God  at  all;  100  have  less  than  one  book  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures;  500  have  less  than  the  New  Testament; 
200  have  the  New  Testament  only;  200  only  have  the 
whole  Bible.  Such  facts  call  to  mind  one  of  the  statements 


which  follows  the  scriptural  questions  cited  above:  "  . 
faith  Cometh  by  hearing,  and  hearing  by    the    word    oj 
God." 

3.  DO  YOU  KNOW?  That  in  mission  lands  the  heather 
population  is  still  increasing  far  faster  than  the  Chris- 
tian population?  That  "of  China's  original  18  provinces 
one-quarter  of  the  total  area  is  still  unclaimed  as  the 
field  of  any  mission,  while  many  parts  of  tli^;  remaining 
three-quarters  are  yet  unworked?"  Tl.at  if  1,000  mission- 
aries wei'd  to  land  tod'iy  in  India,  each  one  could  have  a 
parish  all  his  own  of  550  villages?  That  apart  from  a 
few  tiny  points  of  light,  an  area  of  4,000,000  square  miles 
in  the  heart  of  Asia,  with  a  population  of  34,000,000  stil) 
lies  in  unrelieved  spiritual  darkness.  That  Arabia,  with  a 
population  of  7,000,000  has  less  than  50  openly  confessed 
Christians?  That  the  latest  Conference  on  Moslem  Mis- 
sions characterized  the  Moslem  advance  in  Africa  as  per- 
haps the  largest  world  missionary  problem  confronting 
the  whole  Church?  That  the  heart  of  SOUTH  AMERICA 
is  "the  greatest  stretch  of  unevangelized  territory  in  the 
world." 

4.  SEEING  THE  NEED!  If  you  young  people  could  see. 
the  need  of  the  world  as  God  sees  it  at  this  moment,  your 
heart  would  be  broken.  He  looks  down  from  Heaven  upon 
hundreds  of  millions  who  have  never  heard  of  His  Son, 
on  a  thousand  tribes  who  have  never  been  reached  with 
the  gospel,  and  on  peoples  who  speak  1,700  languages  into 
which  the  Scriptures  have  not  yet  been  translated.  Per- 
haps you  will  be  surprised  to  know  how  little  the  churches 
of  the  world  are  doing  to  take  the  gospel  to  those  who 
do  not  have  it.  Approximately  one  and  a  half  billion  dol- 
lars is  spent  annually  on  Christian  work  in  America,  but 
a  mere  two  percent  of  that  amount  is  being  expended  to 
reach  the  heart-hungry,  perishing  in  regions  beyond.  In- 
deed, it  is  said  that  the  average  Christian  gives  only  one- 
tenth  of  a  cent  a  day  for  missions. 

5.  OUR  CHALLENGE.  Jesus,  when  He  saw  the  multi- 
tude, was  moved  with  compassion.  Paul  strove  "to  preach 
the  gospel  where  Christ  was  not  named."  In  obedience  to 
Christ's  command  the  early  Church  went  "everywhere, 
preaching  the  Word."  First  century  Christians  "first  gave 
their  own  selves  to  the  Lord,"  and  then  "out  of  their  deep 
poverty  abounded  unto  .  .  .  liberality."  God's  plan  is  that 
our  gospel  should  lighten  every  sin-darkened  corner  of  the 
earth.  To  do  anything  less  is  to  be  guilty  of  gross  dis- 
obedience. "If  ye  love  me,  keep  my  commandments."  The 
Saviour  included  the  world's  lost  millions  in  the  sweep 
of  His  love  and  sacrifice.  DO  WE  ?  He  was  not  willing 
that  any  should  perish.  ARE  WE?  How  long  these  doors 
will  remain  open  God  alone  knows.  This  is  our  hour  of 
opportunity  and  only  America  is  in  a  position  to  under- 
take the  task.  May  God  give  you  a  new  sense  of  your  sol- 
emn mission  and  neglected  task.  May  His  global  "GO!" 
grip  your  heart  as  you  sense  anew  that  you  ,are  a  debtor 
to  the  last,  the  lost  and  the  least.  God  help  us  all  to  re- 
vitalize the  Great  Commission  in  our  hearts  and  republish 
it  throughout  the  Church! 

WHOM  SHALL  I  SEND? 

"Whom  shall  I  send,  and  who  will  go  for  us?  Then, 
said  I,  Here  aim  I ;  send  me." — Isaiah  6 :8. 

Whom  shall  I  send?  The  voice  of  Jesus  calls  us; 

O  who  will  go  to  far-off  lands  of  night, 
Where   dying   souls,   enslaved   by   sin,   beseech    us 
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For  help,  for  hope,  for  freedom  and  for  light? 
Nho   then  will  go,  the  Word  of  Life  to  take  them, 
Tell  them  of  Christ,  His  mercy  and  His  might? 

hear  Thy  call:  as  Lord  and  King  I  own  Thee; 

My  lips  have  breathed  Thy  healing,  holy  name; 
shall  I  delay  for  other  hearts  to  heed  Thee 

While  souls  despair  in  sorrow  and  in  shame  ? 
Jhould  Christ  return  before  His  Word  has  reached  Ihcin, 

How  should  I  bear  my  burden  of  great  blame  ? 

jord,  here  am  I — to  go  where  Thou  wilt  send  me, 
To  bear  abroad  the  name  that  makes  men  free; 
)pe,ak  Thou  through  me  the  truth  Thy  grace  has  taught 
me, 
Use  my  poor  life  to  turn  men  unto  Thee! 
heed  Thy  call:  the  life  I  owe  I  bring  Thee; 
Lord,  here  am   I — my   Saviour,  oh,  send  me! 

— E.  Margaret  Clarkson. 


Vrayer  ffleeting 
Studies 


HEAVEN'S  LANGUAGE 

When  that  last  door  is  opened 

Must   one   creep   trembling   through, 

A  peasant  in  a  palace, 

Abashed  by  wonders  new  ? 

Nay,  come  thou  home  in  triumph, 

A  King's  son,  straight  and  fair, 
Glad  of  his  wonted  kinship. 

Glad  of  his  Father's  care. 

But,  lest  thou  seem  an  alien, 

Doubtful,  with  downcast  brow, 
Oh,  soul!  ,Be  thou  attentive. 

And  learn  Heaven's  language  now. 

— Z.  M.  W.,  in  S.  S.  Times. 

^ALVATION  IS  A  GIFT  (John  3:16;  Romans  6:23b). 
J  Salvation  is  obtained  by  a  divine  change  wrought  by 
he  power  of  God  in  the  case  of  a  receiving  faith  (John 
:12,  13).  It  was  by  such  a  saving  faith  that  Abraham 
I'as  justified  from  his  ungodliness  (Romans  4:3-5).  By 
Jod's  grace,  a  favor  unmerited  by  us,  we  are  saved  upon 
he  condition  of  a  faith  that  is  acceptable  unto  Him  (Eph. 
::8-10)  as  shown  by  seeking  the  Lord  for  salvation  (Acts 
7:27),  calling  on  His  Name  for  salvation  (Acts  2:21), 
epentance  (2  Cor.  7:10),  confession  of  sin  and  restitu- 
ion  (Acts  26:20),  confession  of  Christ  (Romans  10:9), 
ibedience  to  and  in  salvation  (Heb.  5:9).  Certainly  we 
annot  be  saved  by  a  "faith  alone"  doctrine  that  denies 
he  conditions  whereby  salvation  may  be  received  as  a 
ree  gift  (James  2:24;  Romans  2:7)! 

The  works  of  the  Christian  will  one  day  be  tested  as  to 
vhether  they  are  of  the  Spirit  or  of  earthly  motives  (1 
^or.  3:11-15),  as  Moses  "had  respect  unto  the  recompense 
if  j-eward"  (Heb.  11:24-26)  so  are  we  to  maintain  a  "con- 


fidence, which  hath  great  recompense  of  reward"  ( Hf:h. 
10:35,  36).  Just  as  the  heroes  of  faith  in  Hebrews  11 
were  overcomers  in  the  conflict  with  nin,  and  just  as  our 
Saviour  was  once  willing  to  be  crowTied  with  thorns  in 
order  that  He  might  be  "ci-owned  with  honor  and  glory," 
so  we  are  to  endure  in  view  of  the  crown  at  the  end 
(Heb.  12:1,  2).  Though  all  in  the  Christian  race  may  ob- 
tain "an  incon-uptiblo  crown,"  yet  each  one  is  to  run  as  if 
"but  one  receiveth  the  prize" — a  condition  which  obtains 
in  an  earthly  foot  race  (1  Cor.  9:24,  25).  By  keeping  "the 
bright  reward  in  view"  we  have  an  incentive  to  consist- 
ent, holy  living  (1  Cor.  9:26,  27). 

While  we  "wait  for  God's  Son  from  Heaven"  (1  Thess. 
1:9,  10)  we  are  to  be  occupied  (Luke  19:13).  The  souls 
we  win  for  Christ  will  be  "The  Crown  of  Rejoicing"  for 
us  at  our  Lord's  coming  (1  Thess.  2:19;  Phil.  4:1).  Again, 
there  is  not  only  the  gift  of  righteousness  which  we  have 
in  Christ  as  our  Substitute  (Jer.  23:6),  but  there  is  "the 
crown  of  righteousness"  for  all  "that  love  His  appear- 
ing" (2  Tim.  4:6-8;  1  John  3:3).  "The  crown  of  life"  is 
for  "the  man  that  endureth  temptation"  (James  1:12), 
and  who  is  "faithful  unto  death"  (Rev.  2:10).  God  takes 
no  delight  in  the  anguish  of  His  people  but  He  allows 
them  to  be  disciplined  for  their  spiritual  growth  (Heb. 
12:11),  and  "He  giveth  more  grace"  that  they  may  endure 
(2  Cor.  12:9,  10;  Romans  5:3-5).  "The  crown  of  gloiT" 
awaits  the  faithful  spiritual  advisers  who  care  for  the 
Lord's  own  during  His  absence  (1  Peter  5:1-14).  These 
are  to  lead  the  sheep  as  in  Heb.  13:17. 

The  Sci'ipture  warns  us  against  failing  to  receive  the 
proffered  crown  (2  John  8),  against  striving  unlawfully 
(2  Tim.  2:5),  against  non-observance  of  the  rules.  "Re- 
spect for  the  reward"  is  respect  for  the  Lord  Who  offers 
it!  This  is  not  a  selfish  matter.  To  go  before  Him  with 
no  trophy  to  lay  at  His  feet,  to  have  no  crowns  to  cast 
before  His  throne  (Rev.  4:10,  11),  would  be  our  everlast- 
ing regret  and  shame! 


Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vanator 

Lesson   for  April   19,   1953 

PAUL  BECOMES  A  MISSIONARY 

Lesson:  Acts  11:25-26;  14:8-20 

TaE  FIRST  STEP  IN  Paul's  life  after  he  became  a 
Christian  was  to  thoroughly  acquaint  himself  with 
what  it  all  meant.  It  took  a  little  time  for  him  to  do  this, 
but  it  paid  great  dividends.  Tlien.  too,  God  was  not  alto- 
gether ready  to  open  the  door  of  missionary  enterpi'ise 
to  him.  But  when  the  time  came  and  God  wanted  Paul 
to  begin  his  work  as  His  "chosen  vessel"  to  bear  the 
Gentiles,  He  knew  where  to  find  him. 

Barnabas  became  the  agent  in  God's  hands  of  bringing 
Paul  from  Tarsus  to  Antioch  for  further  training — a  pe- 
riod which,  according  to  Acts  11:26,  lasted  a  whole  year. 
Such  was  the  preaching  of  these  two  men  that  a  great 
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missionary  urge  came  upon  the  people  of  Antioch,  and  it 
was  to  these  people  that  the  Holy  Spirit  gave  command- 
ment to  "Separate  me  I?arnabas  and  Saul  for  the  work 
whei-eunto  I  have  called  them."  It  was  through  this  that 
Antioch  became  the  center  of  evangelization,  from  which 
pK>int  these  men  were  sent  out  to  be  witnesses  before  all 
men.  It  was  also  hero  that  the  disciples  wore  first  called 
*'Christi:uis." 

But  when  Saul  was  converted  on  the  Damascus  Road, 
he  became  more  than  just  a  "Christian" — he  became  a 
missionary  to  spread  the  Gospel  over  tho  then  kno\\'n 
world. 

Note  the  preparation  of  Saul  of  Tarsus  for  the  mis- 
sionary work  unto  which  God  was  calling  him.  After  his 
conversion  on  the  Damascus  Road  we  find  him  observing 
the  first  principle  which  ought  to  dominate  any  life  in 
pi'eparation  for  Christian  work — Prayer.  Remember  the 
woi-ds  that  convinced  the  trembling  Ananias  of  Saul's 
sincerity  were,  "And  behold  he  prayeth."  The  next  step 
in  the  preparation  was  the  time  he  spent  in  Arabia 
(about  three  years),  where  he  evidently  gave  much  time 
to  study  and  prayer.  This  was  followed  by  only  fifteen 
days  in  Jerusalem,  where  he  was  not  well  received;  then 
on  to  his  native  Tarsus,  from  whence  he  was  called  to 
Antioch  by  Barnabas. 

Now  follows  the  year  in  which  he  put  the  purpose  of 
his  prayer  and  study  into  action,  with  the  result  that 
the  Holy  Spirit  was  satisfied  to  say  to  the  congregation 
at  Antioch,  "Separate  me  Barnabas  and  Saul  for  the 
work  whereunto  I  have  called  them." 

Too  many  times  we  minimize  the  need  of  preparation 
for  the  task  of  spreading  the  Gospel.  Far  too  often  we 
fail  to  realize  that  the  preacher  or  missionary  needs  be 
tested  by  actual  labor  in  the  Lord's  vineyard.  Far  too 
many  times  the  failure  of  missionary  enterprise  is  due 
to  insufficient  training,  too  little  prayer  life  and  not 
enough  genuine  hard  work.  Also  too  often  we  fail  to  re- 
alize that  the  success  of  a  missionary  effort  depends 
largely  on  the  spirit  of  sacrifice,  both  in  time  and  money, 
on  the  part  of  the  devoted  servant  of  the  Living  God, 
and  not  to  any  man-made  plans  which  are  set  forth  with- 
out the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spii'it.  Remember  it  was 
the  Holy  Spirit  who  said,  "Separate  me  these  men  foi- 
missionary  sei-vice  and  send  them  out  on  the  task  I  have 
a.ssigned  them." 

Someone  has  said,  "The  work  of  establishing  Christian 
missions  is  the  most  daring  of  all  undertakings.  It  places 
an  obligation,  not  alone  on  the  missionary,  but  also  on 
those  who  remain  at  home,  for  each  must  live  sacrifici- 
ally."  Missionary  work  is  more  than  a  mere  task;  it  is 
a  "life"  devoted  to  the  Master.  Paul  was  a  real  mission- 
ary. 


INDIANA   YOUTH  RALLY  POSTPONED 


;»»=* 


TOO  LATE,  we  learned  of  the  post-ponement  of  the 
Indiana  Youth  Rally  .scheduled  for  April  11th.  THE 
EVANGELIST,  containing  the  announcement  for  April 
]  1th  was  already  on  the  press. 

However,  the  new  date  for  THE  ALL-INDIANA 
BRETHREN  YOUTH  RALLY,  to  be  held  in  the  Eskimo 
Inn,  Winona  Lake,  Indiana,  APRIL  2.5TH,  at  6:00  P.  M. 
— W.  S.  B. 


COUNTY   LINE,   INDIANA 

The  County  Line  Brethren  church  is  happy  to  announce 
that  Brother  Herbert  Gilmer,  of  South  Whitley,  Indiana 
has  moved  his  family  into  the  parsonage  at  La  Paz,  In- 
diana, and  will  be  full  time  Pastor  of  the  County  Line 
Bi'ethren  Church. 

Brother  Herbert  Gilmer  is  a  brother  of  .Brother  C.  Y, 
Gilmer,  Pastor  of  the  Brethren  Church  at  Huntington,  In- 
diana, a  contributor  to  THE  BRETHREN  EVANGE- 
LIST, in  the  Prayer  Meeting  Topics.  Another  brother, 
Roy  Gilmer,  is  a  minister  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 

We  thank  God  for  sending  us  this  fine  Christian  fam- 
ily, for  we  know  that  God  did  send  him  and  is  blessing 
him  and  our  church  also. 

March  29th  was  our  Communion,  and  we  are  preparing 
for  the  Easter  Services. 

Please  send  all  mail  for  the  County  Line  Brethren 
church  to  this  address  as  I  am  Secretary. 

Mrs.   Ora  Ringer, 
R.  R.  6,  Box  158, 
South  Bend,  Indiana. 


NEW  LEBANON,  OHIO 


I  would  like  to  present  the  following  as  a  brief  report 
on  our  Revival  which  was  held,  beginning  on  March  let. 

In  a  total  of  16  services,  we  kept  an  average  atten- 
dance of  217,  in  spite  of  several  bad  nights  when  the 
rain  came  down  in  abundance,  and  some  folks  were  kept 
away.  One  other  night,  ice  was  a  factor,  but  our  lowest 
attendance  (on  the  first  Monday  Night  with  a  real  down- 
pour of  rain)  was  114.  Attendance  on  the  last  Sunday, 
both  in  the  moniing  and  in  the  evening  was  just  under 
350.  We  had  set  a  goal  of  325  for  Sunday  School  on  the 
last  Sunday  morning,  and  went  over  to  the  tune  of  366. 

iBut  more  important  than  the  response  in  attendance 
was  the  response  of  people  seeking  God.  During  the  two 
weeks,  a  total  of  58  indiviuals  came  forward,  either  in 
reconsecration  or  in  first  time  confession  of  Christ  as 
their  Saviour.  Our  closing  service  ended  with  a  baptismal 
sej-vice  in  which  I  had  the  privilege  of  baptizing  18.  Ten 
of  these  were  married,  and  the  rest  were  young  people. 
There  are  others,  too,  who  will  be  baptized  a  bit  later, 
but  for  various  reasons  could  not  join  this  group  on  the 
evening  of  March  15th. 

Our  Evangelist,  Reverend  George  Gardiner,  has  been  in 
the  Dayton  area  for  about  five  years,  part  of  this  time  in 
pastoral  work,  and  part  of  the  time  as  the  Director  of 
Dayton  Youth  for  Christ  activities.  At  the  present  time, 
he  is  the  District  Evangelist,  -working  out  of  the  Detroit 
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Office  for  the  same  organization,  and  is  responsible  for 
the  Youth  For  Christ  rallies  in  Ohio  and  Michigan.  His 
messages  weio  simple,  but  power-filled,  and  the  effect  of 
his  ministry  with  us  will  bear  fi-uit  for  a  long  time  to 
come. 

We  also  enjoyed  the  ministry  of  some  unusual  musi- 
cians. During  the  first  week  our  songs  were  led  by  Vernon 
Martin,  a  member  of  the  "Gospel  Mariners"  Quartet  (a 
gi'ou])  that  sings  each  week  on  a  Gospel  Telecast  from 
Dayton.)  He  had  the  Quartet  with  him  on  two  occasions. 
In  the  second  week,  Reverend  Ray  Snyder  from  Stark 
County,  but  at  present  a  student  in  Seminary,  directed 
our  music.  He  came  equipped  with  Vibra-Harp,  Chimes 
and  Oigano,  all  of  which  he  played  (and  sometimes  all 
at  once.)  His  remarks  were  often  of  the  "homespun 
philosopher's"  variety,  but  were  .always  well  directed  and 
to  the  point.  His  work,  also,  was  much  appreciated. 

All  in  all,  we  have  been  much  blessed  with  this  effort, 
and  trust  that  the  church  will  continue  on  into  higher 
and  nobler  activities  for  Christ. 

John  T.  Byler,  Pastor. 


ASPINALL-MURRAY.  Raymond  Aspinall  and  Marilyn 
Murray  were  united  in  holy  wedlock,  in  a  beautiful  church 
wedding,  on  March  8,  1953,  in  the  Smithville  .Brethren 
Church.  Raymond  is  a  member  of  the  Brethren  Church 
at  Smithville,  and  is  attending  Ashland  College  at  the 
present  time.  Marilyn  is  a  member  of  the  local  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  They  are  both  fine  Christian  young  peo- 
ple and  are  active  in  church  work. 

The  double  ring  ceremony  was  solemnized  by  the  Pas- 
tor, the  undersigned. 

— Robert  L.  Hoffman. 


Spiritual  fIDebitations 

Rev.  Dyoll   Belote 

IT'S  ALL  IN  HOW  YOU  TAKE  IT 

"Therefore  doth  my  Father  love  me,  because  I  lay  down 
my  life,  that  T  imight  take  it  again. 

No  man  taketh  it  from  me,  but   I  lay  it  down  of  my- 
self." John  10:17,  18a. 

CHRIST  WAS  APPROACHING  THE  CRISIS  of  the 
cross  with  a  certainty  of  which  He  was  fully  aware. 
But  the  terror  of  it  was  ameliorated  by  His  voluntary  as- 
sent to  bearing  it.  The  story  goes  of  a  great,  good  man 


whose  physician  pronounced  the  Kentence  of  death  upon 
him  by  informing  him  of  th*;  swift  approach  of  death 
from  a  dread  disf^ase  revealed  by  a  clinical  examination. 
The  patient  looked  quietly  at  hi.s  physician  and  said, 
"Thank  you,  doctor;  I  shall  proceed  at  once  to  arrange 
my  affairs.  I  have  no  fear  of  death.  I  have  lived  for  years 
so  that  I  might  not  fear  and  now  that  it  is  near  I  have 
no  dread."  As  he  rose  to  leave  the  office  he  held  out 
his  hand  to  the  physician  and  said,  "Good-bye,  doct/^r,  I 
shall  meet  you  in  the  morning."  Or  that  other  story  of 
two  friends  who  were  attending  the  funeral  sei-vices  of 
an  eminent  Christian.  One  of  the  friends  remarked  on  the 
sad  character  of  the  service,  to  which  his  friend  answered, 
"TTiat  was  no  funeral,  that  was  a  coronation."  Such  can 
be  said  of  all  cases  where  people  accept  death  as  a  part 
of  God's  plan  for  the  completion  of  our  spiritual  devel- 
opment. 

Always  in  life  there  are  two  things:  What  happens  to 
us,  and  How  we  can  take  it.  When  we  resist  events,  two 
tragedies  occur,  the  event  fails  of  God's  full  intention  for 
it,  and  we  lose  the  blessing  enclosed  in  the  full  acceptance 
of  God's  plan.  When  we  ask  God  to  help  us  accept  the 
event,  there  is  no  tragedy  but  a  triumph.  The  cross  thu.'' 
accepted  always  leads  to  a  triumph. 

We  can  always  look  back  on  Christ's  cross,  from  the 
Resurrection  and  see  death  swallowed  up  in  life.  But  we 
should  remember  that  the  cross  came  first,  where  life  was 
swallowed  up  in  death. 

The  cross  of  Christ  is  the  steady  reminder  that  our 
path  from  mere  natural  existence  to  the  life  of  a  Chris- 
tian lies  through  the  place  of  a  death  to  self.  It  shows 
us  the  sign  and  measure  of  a  truly  successful  life.  Most 
of  us  are  carrying  some  sort  of  cross.  May  we  not  learn 
from  our  Lord  and  Master  to  make  our  acceptance  of  our 
cross  voluntary  ? 

— Linwood.  Maryland. 


PUBLICATION  DAY  OFFERING 

March  11-24,  1953 

(PLEASE  NOTE:  The  offerings  listed  below  are  those 
which  wei-e  received  by  our  office  during  this  period. 
For  some  of  the  churches,  it  represents  just  a  partial  of- 
fering, a  quarterly  or  semi-annual  offering. — Editor.) 


Ardmore,  South  Bend,  Indiana  Brethren  Church  S  74.56 

Manteca,  California  Brethren  Church   12.55 

Cameron,  West  Virginia  Brethren  Church   2.00 

Wayne  Heights,  Waynesboro,  Penna. 

.Brethren  Church    (additional)    8.00 

Huntington,  Indiana  Brethren  Church   23.85 

Muncie,  Indiana  Brethren  Church  60.00 

Cerro  Gordo,  Illinois  Brethren  Church 18.75 

Johnstown   Second  Brethren  Church _    27.50 

Morrill,  Kansas  Brethren  Church   2.50 

Trinity,  Canton,  Ohio   Brethren  Church    96.50 

Total      S    326.21 

PREVIOUSLY   REPORTED     S3.297.ll 

TOTAL  TO  DATE    S3.623.32 
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for  Your  Vacation 
Bible   School 


VBS 


EDUJ 
ED  ED 

mm 
mm 
EDfn 


V.B.S. 
Publicity  Kit 


Full  of  eye-catching  materials  to  advertise 
your  1953  vacation  Bible  school.  Contains 
100  invitation  postcards,  100  announcement 
dodgers  (5  x  6%  inches),  3  large  posters 
(15x20  inches),  and  2  sheets  of  sticker 
stamps  {55  stamps  per  sheet).  Postcards, 
posters,  and  dodgers  are  in  full  color.  Stick- 
ers are  in  2  colors.  (All  above  items  are 
also  offered  separately  in  any  quantity  as 
listed  below.) 
No.  9132.  V.  B.  S.  Publicity  Kit.  .  Price,  $2.50 

Publicity—Quantity  Rates 

Invitation   Postcard,  No.  9133.    Price,  2Sc  dozen; 

$1.50   per    TOO. 
Announcement  Dodger,  No.  9134.    Price,  60c  per 

100. 
Announcement  Poster,  No.  9135.    Price,  15c  each; 

$1.50   a    dozen. 
Sheet  of  55  Sticker  Stamps,  No.  9389.    Price,  10c 

per  sheet;  $1.00  a   dozen. 


V.  B.  S.  HONOR   BADGE 

The  new  V.  B.  S.  Honor  Badge  will  appeal  to  every  child 
and  teacher.  Use  as  awards  or  souvenirs.  In  attractive 
red,  white,  and  blue,  this  shining  Kromekote  badge  pic- 
tures the  Christian  flag  and  several  youngsters  on  one 
side.  On  the  back  is  Scripture  quotation  from  Proverbs 
20:  11:  "A  child  is  known  by  his  doings";  and  space  for 
name  of  school. 
No.  9253 Price,  25c  a  doz.;  $1 .50  per   1  GO 

V.  B.  S.  BUTTON 

Every  child  in  your  vacation  school  will  be  proud  to  wear 
this  button.  Of  metal,  it  is  in  bright  red,  blue,  and  yel- 
low. Makes  a  good  advertisement  for  your  school.  Give 
one  to  every  child.  Button  is  same  size  as  illustration. 
No.  7800 Price,  30c  dozen;  $2.25  per  1  GO 

ENROLLMENT    AND    ATTENDANCE    RECORD    CARD 

New  card  providing  for  enrollment  record  and  daily  attendance. 
Ample  space  for  name  and  address  of  pupil,  age,  school,  parent's 
name,  date  enrolled,  plus  ten-day  attendance  record.  Size,  3x5  inches. 
No.  9399 Price,  85c  per   1  00 


Order  from  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company 
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How  could   I  face  the  future 

Were  Christ  not  real  to  me, 
With   stormy  clouds   appearing 

On  land,  in  air  and  sea? 
Though   I   know  not  the   meaning 

Of  all  mine  eyes  can  see, 
I   know  God's  ways  eternal 

Are  always  best  for  me. 

The  darkness  may  grow    darker, 

But  I  shall   know  no  fear, 
For  Christ  my  Lord  is  with   me, 

His   presence   is   so   near. 
My  heart  shall   not  be  troubled 

With  all  the  stress  and  strife, 
For  God  has  oft  assured   me, 

In   Him   is  all   my  life. 

The  foe  would   have   me  frightened 

With  what   may  soon  take   place; 
But  I  shall  hide  in  Jesus 

And  trust  His  saving   grace. 
And   so  through  all  the   journey 

My  hope  in   Him   is  stayed; 
My  heart  will   not  be  troubled. 

Nor  will   it  be  afraid. 

— Alma  Hoellein, 
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items  of  general  Interest 


(iATEWOOD,  W.  VA.  A  candlelighting  service  was 
held   in  connection  with  the   Easter  Sunrise   Service. 

The  Pastor,  Brother  Cecil  Bolton,  Jr.,  conducted  a  week 
of  Post-Easter  Evangelistic  Services. 

HAGERSTOWN,  MARYLAND.  Sixteen  were  baptized 
on  Tuesday  evening,  March  31st,  making  a  total  of  thir- 
ty-two baptized  and  taken  into  the  church  since  January 
1st. 

The  Girl's  Triangle  Club  of  the  "Y"  in  Hagerstown, 
attended  the  March  22nd  morning  worship  sei^vice,  as  spe- 
cial guests. 

The  Brethren's  Home  at  Flora,  Indiana,  was  the  recip- 
ient of  four  lovely  quilts,  which  were  quilted  and  pre- 
sented by  the  Willing  Worker's  Class  of  the  Hagerstown 
Church. 

BERLIN,  PENNA.  The  new  baby  boi-n  to  Brother  and 

Sister    Lyle    Lichtenbei-ger    has    been    named    Mark    Irvin 

^Lichtenberger,   and   was   born   on   March   25th,   which   in- 

rfomnation  we  did  not  havr;  at  the  time  we  announced  his 

birth  in   last  week's  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST. 

JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  THIRD  .BRETHREN.  The 
Boys'  Brotherhood  was  completely  revamped  during  Jan- 
uary. The  Men's  Bible  Class  and  Laymen's  group  came  to 
the  re-scue.  They  named  a  general  committee  which  set 
up  a  plan  for  the  year.  The  plan  is  working  and  the  boys 
are  making  a  very  good  response. 

Special  Pre-Easter  services  were  held,  with  the  Pastor, 


Brother  E.  M.  Riddle,  speaking  each  night.  Wednesday 
night,  baptismal  sei-vices  were  conducted  for  three  who 
made  their  confession  of  Christ  on  Palm   Sunday. 

The  Choir  presented  the  Easter  Cantata  on  Easter 
Sunday  evening,  with  Floyd  Benshoff  directing. 

A  Father  and  Son  Banquet  was  held  on  February 
26th. 

DAYTON,  OHIO.  .Brother  Percy  C.  Miller  reports  ten 
children  dedicated  to  the  Lord  on  Palm  Sunday. 

Seven  persons  were  baptized  at  a  special  service  fol- 
lowing the  morning  worship  hour.  These,  along  with  five 
received  by  letter,  and  one  received  by  former  baptism, 
made  thirteen  additions  to  the  church  at  this  time. 

"The  Challenge  of  the  Cross,"  a  beautiful  play,  was 
scheduled  to  be  presented  at  the  morning  worship  Service 
on  April  19th,  by  the  Dayton  Youth  gi-oup. 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  The  local  Laymen's  group  feted  the 
Gratis  Brethren  Church  Basketball  team  to  a  supper  re- 
cently. The  Laymen's  group  effected  reorganization  of 
their  group  at  this  gathering,  also. 

Brother  William  S.  Crick  informs  us  through  his  bul- 
letin that  the  Miami  Valley  Laymen's  Rally  will  be  held 
at  Dayton,  Monday,  April  20th. 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  Our  National  Brethren  Youth 
Director,  Brother  Charles  Munson,  is  scheduled  to  preach 
in  the  Elkhart  Church  on  Sunday  morning,  April  19th, 
while  the  Pastor,  Brother  Robert  Higgins  is  holding 
(Evangelistic  Services  at  Lost  Creek,  Kentucky.  The  B. 
Y.  C.  of  Elkhart  will  show  a  religious  film  at  the  eve- 
ning service. 

MUNCIiE,  INDIANA.  The  ladies  of  the  W.  M.  S.  of 
Muncie  joined  with  the  W.  M.  S.  of  Oakville,  on  March 
22nd,  for  the  review  of  the  Mission  Study  Book,  which 
was  given  by  Mrs.  Russell  Rodkey,  National  W.  M.  S. 
President.  The  meeting  was  held  in  the  Oakville  Church. 

A  public  Sei-vice  by  the  Junior  Church  group,  was  given 
on  March  29th.  It  featured  special  musical  numbers,  scrip- 
tures and  prayers  by  the  children. 

WARSAW,  INDIANA.  Brother  Eugene  J.  Beekley  has 
supplied  us  with  an  itinerary  for  the  showing  of  his  pic- 
tures taken  on  his  recent  trip  to  Europe  and  the  Holy 
Land.  Some  of  these  are  already  past,  so  this  list  is 
"reporting"  and  "announcing." 

April  14th:  Teegarden  Brethren  Church,  Indiana 
April  17th:  West  Alexandria  Brethren  Church,  Ohio 
April  22nd:  College  Corner  Brethren  Church,  Indiana 
April  24th:  Tiosa  Brethren  Church,  Indiana. 
Five  were  added  to  the  church  by  baptism,  two  by  let- 
ter, making  seven  of  recent  date. 

PERU,  INDIANA.  The  Sisterhood  sponsored  the  Easter 
Sunrise  Service,  which  featured  a  Sceno-0-Felt  Story  by 
the  Pastor's  wife,  Mrs.  J.  Milton  Bowm,an.  The  service 
was  followed  by  the  Easter  breakfast. 

UDELL,  IOWA.  Brother  C.  C.  Grisso,  Evangelist,  pre- 
sented eight  messages  in  his  series  of  Holy  Week  Ser- 
vices at  Udell. 

The  Pastor,  Brother  H.  Francis  .Berkshire  reports  the 
addition  of  three  members  on  lEaster  Sunday,  by  relation. 

(Continued  on  page  15) 
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fire   Ton   Rlive? 


IT  WAS  A  BEAUTIFUL  SPRING  DAY.  The  birds  were 
singing,  the  rising  sun  was  beginning  to  shine  across 
he  beautiful,  greening  fields  and  woods,  dispelling  the 
hilly  morning  air.  The  day  promised  to  be  one  of  those 
perfect"  days. 

The  words  of  Holy  Scripture  came  to  our  mind,  "The 
arth  is  the  Lord's,  and  the  fullness  thereof"  .  .  .  "The 
leavens  declare  the  glory  of  God  and  the  firmament 
howeth  His  handiwork."  In  our  morning  meditations,  we 
bought  of  the  wonderful  way  in  which  God  provides  and 
ares  for  all  of  nature  and  the  human  race. 

Inspiration  in  the  study  of  His  Word  and  in  viewing 
he  beautiful  scene  before  us  in  that  early  morning  hour, 
rought  forth  the  rapture  of  the  soul  which  literally 
lade  us  say  with  the  poet,  "God's  in  His  heaven,  all's 
ight  with  the  world."  Yet,  we  knew  that  all  was  not 
ight — many  were  sorrowful,  sick,  dejected,  in  need,  and 
piritually  sick.  So,  our  meditations  took  a  different  turn. 

As  we  prepared  our  breakfast  over  an  open  fire,  we 
egan  to  project  our  thoughts  into  the  thousands  of 
imerican  homes  where  individuals,  parents,  and  children 
rere  likewise  getting  breakfast  and  preparing  for  the 
ay's  activities. 

We  coveted  for  everyone  the  thrill  and  inspiration  of 
he  scene  which  we  were  beholding,  as  we  fried  our  bacon 
nd  eggs,  and  made  our  coffee.  We  knew  that  relatively 
ew  people  would  be  or  ever  would  enjoy  such  a  delightful 
xperience  as  ours. 

Some  would  "detest"  such  an  "unearthly"  thing  as  a 
amping  trip  into  the  mountains.  Others  may  have  at 
ome  time  or  other  had  such  an  experience,  yet  soon  for- 
ot  all  about  it. 

But,  still  we  thought  of  the  breakfasts  in  American 
omes.  We  wondered  just  how  many  of  those  starting  the 
ay  were  actually  alive!  We  do  not  mean  physically,  but 
ather,  mentally  and  spiritually.  We  grant  that  not  every- 
ne  could  enjoy  an  experience  such  as  ours,  either  be- 
ause  of  work,  home  duties,  other  committments,  or  tem- 
erament;  to  thrill  them;  but  we  do  insist  that  a  person 
an  stay  alive  in  the  everyday  experiences  of  life. 

No  one  is  deprived  of  access  to  the  Bible,  which  tells 
f  scenes  like  that  before  our  eyes  that  morning.  The 
hepherd  Psalm,  the  story  of  creation,  Christ  feeding 
he  multitudes,  etc.  .  .  .all  are  pastoral,  inspirational  pas- 
ages.  Even  we  could  not  always  stay  in  the  mountains, 
ither,  for  duty  calls. 


Yes,  we  wondered  how  many  people  were  alive  that 
morning.  As  the  day  increased  its  strength,  as  the  earth 
became  alive  and  glowing  with  the  Spring  day,  we  too, 
felt  we  caught  more  and  more  of  the  spirit  and  enthu- 
siasm. 

Many  times  since,  the  memory  of  such  glorious  expe- 
riences come  back  to  us  and  inspire  us  to  keep  us  alive 
— on  mornings  or  days  when  dai'kness,  grief,  disappoint- 
ments, problems,  etc.,  would  engulf  us. 

Here  is  what  we  have  in  mind.  Our  spiritual  strength 
should  be  such,  as  a  result  of  our  worship,  in  church,  our 
daily  devotions,  or,  if  fortunate  as  we  were,  in  outdoor 
experiences — to  lift  us  up,  and  out  of  the  defeatism  of 
daily  problems. 

We  urge  you  to  provide  for  yourself  a  good  store  of 
precious  memories,  and  call  upon  them  when  you  wonder 
if  you  are  alive.  Dark  blue  days  come  to  all  of  us.  No 
one  escapes  such  depressive  moments.  Calculate  their  ap- 
proach, though,  prepare  for  them  by  lifting  your  heart 
and  soul  above  them.  Recall  the  inspiration  and  blessings 
of  those  happier  moments,  and  you  will  know  you  are 
alive;  a  dark  day  will  change  to  a  bright  Spring  day;  you 
will  be  a  blessing  to  mankind  instead  of  a  depressant. 

A  verse  which  gives  strength  on  a  bright  day,  or  a 
dark  day,  is  found  in  Colossians  1:16,  "For  by  him  were 
all  things  created,  that  are  in  heaven,  and  that  are  in 
earth,  visible  and  invisible,  whether  they  be  thrones,  or 
dominions,  or  principalities,  or  powers:  all  things  were 
created  by  him,  and  for  him." 

Now,  aren't  you  glad  you  are  alive  today?  In  the  light 
of  His  wonderful  love  and  gi-ace,  do  not  your  problems 
seem  smaller?  Can't  you  feel  less  sorry  for  yourself,  and 
more  possessed  of  a  desire  to  help  your*  f ello^^^1len  ? 

As  you  behold  wi;h  your  eyes,  or  with  your  memory, 
the  glories  of  God's  creative  work,  may  you  pause  in  si- 
lent thanksgiving — in  full  surrender  and  devotion  to  God. 
May  you  stay  alive,  energetic,  and  active  this  day.  and 
every  day  in  the  work  of  the  Lord. 

DONT  DIE,  please:  STAY  ALIVE!  God  needs  you 
to  work  for  Him!  There  are  far  too  many  people  today 
who  have  left  the  spark  of  enthusiasm,  joy  and  work  die 
in  them.  They  are  little  more  than  physically  living  be- 
ings. 

Rejoice,  look  up,  see  the  beauty  of  today,  seek  His  will, 
and  do  your  part  to  help  your  Church  in  its  busine.^s  of 
telling  others  about  Clirist. — W.  S.  B. 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIS'l 


THE 


COMMUNION 


SERVICE 


CHARLES  E.  JOHNSON 


OF  ALL  THE  SERVICES  OFFERED  by  the  Christian 
Church  to  her  followers  the  sacrament  of  the  Com- 
munion Service  is  the  most  sacred  and  in  many  cases  the 
least  understood.  In  order  to  fully  understand  it,  it  is 
necessary  that  we  go  back  to  its  instituting.  Time  is  fast 
di-awnng  the  work  of  Christ  upon  earth,  to  a  close.  In 
three  and  a  half  years  He  has  gone  about  teaching,  and 
healing  all  manners  of  sickness.  He  has  gathered  together 
twelve  men  who  are  to  carry  on  His  work  after  His  de- 
cease. Just  a  few  minutes  remain  before  He  will  be  ar- 
rested and  tried  as  a  common  criminal.  Realizing  this,  He 
has  gathered  His  disciples  together  for  final  instruction. 
He  knew  that  these  men  must  go  forth  to  meet  with  trials 
and  temptations.  After  them  should  come  others  who 
must  carry  on.  Some  service  must  be  given  to  strengthen 
and  prepare  them  for  the  duties  ahead. 

They  are  gathered  together  in  an  upper  room  and 
seated  around  a  table  upon  which  a  meal  is  spread.  In 
John  13:4-5  we  read:  "He  riseth  from  supper,  and  laid 
aside  His  garments;  and  took  a  towel,  and  girded  Him- 
self. After  that  He  poureth  water  into  a  bason,  and  be- 
gan to  wash  the  disciples'  feet,  and  to  wipe  them  with 
the  towel  wherewith  He  was  girded." 

Immediately  the  question  arises,  Why?  First  let  us  look 
at  His  authority  for  giving  any  new  service.  John  L3:3 
reads:  "Jesus  knowing  that  the  Father  had  given  all 
things  into  His  hands,  and  that  He  was  come  from  God, 
and  went  to  God."  Surely  this  is  all  the  authority  nec- 
essary. Knowing  this  and  knowing  that  His  time  was 
.short,  surely  this  must  be  a  meaningful  sei-vicc  He  was 
about  to  institute. 

Let  us  look  at  John  13:6-8:  "Then  cometh  He  to  Simon 
Peter:  and  Peter  saith  unto  Him,  Lord,  dost  thou  wash 
my  feet?  Jesus  answered  and  said  unto  him,  What  I 
do  thou  knowest  not  now;  but  thou  shalt  know  hereafter. 


Peter  saith  unto  Him,  Thou  shalt  never  wash  my  feet. 
Jesus  answered  him,  If  I  wash  thee  not,  thou  hast  no  part 
with  me." 

Peter  at  once  realized  the  seriousness  of  what  was  tak- 
ing place,  and  in  verse  nine  we  have  him  saying:  "Lord, 
not  my  feet  only,  but  also  my  hands  and  my  head."  A  re- 
fusal by  Peter  would  have  meant  the  loss  of  his  salva- 
tion. What  is  all  this  leading  up  to?  Let  us  read  from 
John  6:53:  "Then  Jesus  said  unto  them,  Verily,  verily,  I 
say  unto  you,  Except  ye  eat  the  flesh  of  the  Son  of  Man, 
and  drink  His  blood,  ye  have  no  life  in  you."  Now  to  1st 
Corinthians  11:27-29.  "Wherefore  whosoever  shall  eat  this 
bread,  and  drink  this  cup  of  the  Lord  unworthily,  shall 
be  guilty  of  the  body  and  the  blood  of  the  Lord.  ,But  let 
a  man  examine  himself,  and  so  let  him  eat  of  that  bread, 
and  drink  of  that  cup.  For  he  that  eateth  and  drinketh 
unworthily,  eateth  and  drinketh  damnation  to  himself,  not 
discerning  the  Lord's  body." 

In  Matthew  26:26-28  we  find:  "And  as  they  were  eat- 
ing, Jesus  took  bread,  and  blessed  it,  and  brake  it,  and 
gave  it  to  the  disciples,  and  said.  Take  eat;  this  is  my 
body.  And  He  took  the  cup,  and  gave  thanks,  and  gave 
it  to  them,  saying.  Drink  ye  all  of  it;  For  this  is  my 
blood  of  the  New  Testament,  which  is  shed  for  many  for 
the  remission  of  sins." 

After  reading  these  verses,  John  13:7:  "What  I  do  thou 
knowest  not  now;  but  thou  shalt  know  hereafter,"  takes 
on  a  new  light.  He  is  leading  up  to  the  closing  part  of 
the  Communion  Service,  which  is  a  three  fold  service.  He 
shall  soon  give  to  them  the  emblems  of  His  body  and  His 
blood.  This  calls  for  absolute  spiritual  cleansing  of  the 
individual  before  partaking. 

Let  us  turn  to  Matthew  28:19-20.  Here  we  have  Jesus 
giving  the  commission  to  baptize.  Let  us  see  how  the 
early  church  understood  it.  In  Acts  2  we  have  the  com- 
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ng  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  the  preaching  of  those  infilled, 
^eter  has  delivered  a  masterful  sermon.  The  hearts  of 
he  people  have  been  touched  and  in  verse  37  we  have 
;hem  coming  and  asking:  "Men  and  brethren,  what  shall 
ive  do?"  In  verse  38  we  have  Peter's  answer:  "Repent, 
ind  be  baptized,  every  one  of  you  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Zlhrist  for  the  remission  of  sins,  and  ye  shall  receive  the 
?ift  of  the  Holy  Spirit."  In  Acts  22  we  have  Paul  telling 
)f  his  conversion.  In  verse  16  he  tells  of  the  coming  of 
f\.nanias  with  instructions  as  to  what  he  should  do:  "And 
low  why  tarriest  thou  ?  Arise,  and  be  baptized,  and  wash 
iway  thy  sins,  calling  on  the  the  name  of  the  Lord."  The 
ndividual  who  enters  the  baptismal  waters  aright  comes 
'orth  a  cleansed  and  purified  individual.  According  to  the 
teachings  of  Romans  6:1-7  he  has  buried  away  the  old 
-nan  of  sin  and  is  come  forth  a  new  creature. 

Yet  as  we  live  in  this  world,  we  many  times,  either 
;onsciously  or  unconsciously,  come  short  of  the  Will  of 
jod.  It  is  a  realizing  of  this  that  causes  many  to  remain 
iway  from  the  Communion  tables.  They  are  afraid  of  p.ar- 
aking  unworthily.  Here  is  the  reason  for  the  service 
Fesus  is  now  instituting. 

It  is  often  illustrated  by  the  individual  going  to  a 
stream  to  bathe.  As  he  comes  forth  and  walks  to  his 
iressing  room  his  feet  become  soiled  in  contact  with  the 
ground.  Shall  he  return  and  bathe  all  over?  No,  it  is 
accessary  only  to  bathe  the  feet  and  he  is  clean.  So  also 
;he  one  who  has  become  soiled  in  the  walk  of  life.  It  is 
lot  necessary  for  him  to  be  rebaptized  save  only  to  wash 
lis  feet.  The  one  who  enters  aright  into  the  feet  washing 
service  comes  forth  as  clean  and  as  holy  as  our  Heavenly 
i^ather  can  cleanse  one.  Your  writer  has  often  been 
grieved  by  hearing  some  foolish  or  light  hearted  remark 
iiade  by  some  entering  upon  the  service,  not  realizing  the 
seriousness  or  sacredness  of  it.  This  part  of  the  service 
low  over  Jesus  laid  aside  the  towel,  and  picking  up  His 
garments  resumed  His  place  at  the  table. 

There  have  been  many  attempts  of  late  to  try  and  do 
iway  with  this  service.  At  one  time  most  denominations 
jracticed  it.  Now  many  have  discontinued  it  with  one  ex- 
:use  or  other.  The  big  question  is,  "Is  it  necessary?" 
-.et  us  quote  from  John  13:13-17.  "Ye  call  me  Master 
ind  Lord:  and  ye  say  well;  for  so  I  .am.  If  I  then,  your 
Lord  and  Master,  have  washed  your  feet,  ye  also  ought  to 
.vash  one  another's  feet.  For  I  have  given  you  an  exam- 
ale,  that  ye  should  do  as  I  have  done  tp  you.  Verily,  ver- 
ly,  I  say  unto  you.  The  servant  is  not  greater  than  his 
Lord;  neither  He  that  is  sent  greater  than  He  that  sent 
Flini.  If  ye  know  these  things,  happy  are  ye  if  ye  do 
:hem." 

Let  me  ask  you,  Can  you  find  anything  plainer  taught 
;n  all  scripture?  Christ  is  fitting  and  preparing  His  dis- 
ciples to  enter  into  that  yet  greater  service,  the  eating 
3f  His  body  and  the  drinking  of  His  blood.  They  must  be 
clean  in  order  to  partake.  There  are  those  who  hold  that 
:he  service  is  but  the  teaching  of  humility.  I  would  not 
ieny  that  the  teaching  of  humility  is  there,  but  that  is 
3Ut  a  secondary  teaching.  The  primary  teaching  is  that 
:)f  cleansing. 

We  now  enter  into  the  second  part  of  the  service  or 
that  of  the  Lord's  supper.  Some  have  said  that  this  was 
the  Passover  Feast.  We  know  this  to  be  untrue,  for  the 
tim.e  set  for  the  killing  of  the  Passover  lamb  was  definite- 


ly set  l>y  Jewish  law.  At  thf^  very  hour  net  for  the  kill- 
ing of  tho  latnb,  (Jhrist  was  dying  upon  Calvary's  cross. 
The  Lord's  supper  was  twenty-four  hours  earlier.  It  was 
something  ni-w,  and  even  the  di.sciples  did  not  understand 
it.  In  a  foot-note  taken  from  the  Revised  Catholic  New 
Testament  on  1st  (Jorinthians  11:20-22  we  find:  "Among 
the  early  Chiistians,  in  imitation  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  a 
slight  meal,  the  Agape,  or  Love  feast,  preceded  the 
Kucharistic  service." 

It  is  an  attested  fact  that  this  service  was  observed  by 
the  early  church.  During  Paul's  time  it  had  become  mis- 
understood and  had  become  a  disgiaceful  gathering.  The 
rich  brought  of  their  abundance  and  made  it  a  time  of 
feasting.  The  poor  had  nothing,  and  were  often  hungry. 
He  attempts  to  straighten  it  up.  This  is  found  in  1st  Cor- 
inthians 11:17-34.  He  shows  that  this  is  not  a  time  of 
feasting  but  rather  a  meal  with  a  spiritual  meaning. 

Instead  of  causing  divisions  it  should  be  a  time  of 
uniting.  There  should  be  equality  among  all  Christians.  It 
is  universally  recognized  that  nothing  so  unites  people  as 
to  sit  around  a  common  table  and  enjoy  a  meal  together. 
Then  there  comes  another  teaching.  It  should  be  a  time 
of  serious  joy,  for  it  points  forw'ard  to  the  time  when  we 
shall  sit  together  in  heaven  at  the  ^larriage  Feast  of  the 
Lamb. 


Jesus  is  building  up  His  disciples  for  the  climactic  part 
of  the  service.  The  climax  is  the  Eucharist,  the  partaking 
of  the  emblems  of  Christ's  broken  body  aixi  His  spilled 
blood.  We  find  the  teaching  in  Matthew  26  and  Luke  22. 
It  is  also  recorded  by  Paul  in  1st  Corinthians  11:23-26 
which  I  shall  quote:  "For  I  have  received  of  the  Lord 
that  which  also  is  delivered  unto  you.  That  the  Lord 
Jesus  the  same  night  in  wiiich  He  was  betrayed  took 
bread:  And  when  He  had  given  thanks,  He  brake  it,  and 
said.  Take,  eat:  this  is  my  body,  which  is  broken  for  you: 
this  do  in  remembrance  of  me.  After  the  same  manner 
also  He  took  the  cup,  when  He  had  supped,  saying,  This 
cup  is  the  New  Testament  in  my  blood,  tliis  do  ye,  as 
oft  as  ye  drink  it,  in  remembrance  of  me.  For  as  often 
as  ye  eat  this  bread,  and  drink  this  cup,  ye  do  show  the 
Lord's  death  till  He  come." 

As  we  have  looked  forward  to  the  Marriage  Feast  of 
the  Lamb,  in  heaven,  and  have  rejoiced  in  it,  let  us  not 
forget  what  it  cost.  As  we  follow  our  Saviour  in  His  trav- 
els upon  earth  we  see  Him  rejected,  hated,  abused,  ar- 
rested, unjustly  tried,  and  condemned  to  death  upon  the 
cross.  We  see  His  blood  Shed  that  we  might  receive  the 
forgiveness  of  our  sins  and  tlie  assurance  of  life  eternal. 
How  easy  it  is  to  forget  and  before  we  realize  it  we  are 
again  walking  in  the  paths  of  sin.  Jesus  saw  it  all  before 
Him,  and  for  our  protection  He  gave  this  service. 

First,  cleansing,  second,  a  foresight  of  haniiony  and 
fellowship  in  heaven,  and  lastly,  the  giving  of  the  em- 
blems of  His  broken  body  and  spilled  blood,  that  we 
might  ever  keep  before  us  the  price  paid.  Paid  for  each 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 
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MORTGAGE 
BURNING 
AT 
MUNCIE,  INDIANA 


This  report  on  the  burning  of  the  mortgage  here  at  the 
Muncie  church  is  rather  late,  but  is  due  to  illnesa  and  in- 
ability to  get  the  necessary  material  together  until  the 
present  ticne.  E.  J.  Black. 


PERHAPS  THE  GREATEST  DAY  in  the  history  of  the 
First  Brethren  Church  of  Muncie,  Indiana,  dawned  Oc- 
tober 5,  1952,  when  the  mortgage  on  our  beautiful  new 
Church  building  was  burned. 

From  a  small  beginning  in  1915,  the  Muncie  Church 
grew  under  the  successful  ministry  of  several  pastors,  un- 
til 1930,  when  it  was  decided  that  a  larger  edifice  was 
needed.  In  that  year  a  large  basement,  35  by  75  feet,  was 
built  and  covered  with  a  temporary  roof  and  served  as 
the  new  place  of  worship  until  the  early  Spring  of  1948. 
In  that  year  a  beautiful,  new  modern  Church  was  built 
on  the  18  year  old  foundation,  which  was  joined  to  the 
old  Church  building.  On  Febi-uary  19,  1949,  dedication  ser- 
vices were  held,  with  Brother  Claud  Studebaker  preaching 
the  dedicatoi-v  sermon. 


E.  J.  BLACK 


Only  those  who  lived  here  and  had  a  part  in  the  financ- 
ing and  building  of  the  new  Church  could  tell  the  real 
story  of  the  heroic  sacrifices  made  by  these  fine  people. 
Although  the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church 
contributed  a  splendid  offering,  the  bulk  of  the  bill  was 
paid  from  the  pockets  of  the  members. 

The  accompanying  photograph  was  taken  at  the  mo- 
ment of  the  actual  burning  of  the  mortgage.  Looking 
from  left  to  right  you  will  see  Curtiss  Cruea,  who  was 
in  full  charge  of  construction,  contributing  not  only 
weeks  and  months  of  his  time,  but  also  rendering  financial 
assistance  as  well.  Next,  is  his  brother,  O.  V.  Cruea,  Sun- 
day School  Superintendent  who  was,  and  is  one  of  our 
many  fine  spiritual  leaders  who  helped  out  in  this  big 
venture. 

Next,  Miss  Edna  Garrett,  who  rendered  a  splendid  ser 
vice  as  .Building  Fund  Treasurer  and  was  responsible  for 
receiving  of  funds,  and  paying  the  many  bills.  Next  her 
mother,  Mrs,  John  Garrett  was  one  of  the  charter  mem- 
bers who  worked  untiringly  through  the  years  to  make 
this  great  day  possible.  Rev.  E.  D.  Burnworth  is  next,  and 
it  was  he  who  was  Pastor  during  some  of  the  very  hard 
years  of  the  Church's  history,  and  who  was  the  motivat- 
ing force  back  of  the  building  program.  His  vision  of  a 
growing  Church  is  to  be  seen  in  the  planning  of  the  large 
auditorium  and  many  class  rooms,  and  other  commodious 
features  included  in  the  plans  of  the  new  Church. 

The  furniture  includes  new  pews,  pulpit  furniture, 
Hammond  organ,  new  piano,  etc.  So  it  was  that,  after 
nearly  four  years  of  praying,  hard  work,  and  sacrificial 
giving,  our  people  were  free  of  all  debt  on  structure  and 
furnishings. 

The  occasion  was  celebrated  with  appropriate  services 
October  5,  1953.  Three  former  pastors  were  present.  Rev. 
E.  D.  Burnworth,  Rev.  Delbert  Flora,  and  Rev.  George 
.Jones.  The  Pastor  brought  the  morning  message  with  the 
foi'mer  pastors  assisting  in  the  service. 

After  a  carry-in  dinner,  the  afternoon  service  got  under 
way  with  a  large  crowd  attending. 

The  following  is  the  program  for  this  service: 

Organ  Prelude Mrs.  Clifford  Gan*ett 

Hymn 

Scripture  Lesson  Rev,  Delbert  Flora 


f 
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Prayer   Rev.  George  Jones 

Special  selection  on  flute   Mary  Deere 

I  Greetings  Rev.  George  Jones 

I  Choir 

I  Greetings    Rev.   Delbert   Flora 

j  Merimbaphone  Solo    Robert  Dwiggins 

[Greetings Rev.  E.  D.  Burnworth 

Vocal  Solo— "Holy  City" Miss  Edna  Garrett 

Hymn 

Burning  of  the  Mortgage 

Consecration  Service (Over  60  coming  forward) 

Benediction   Rev.  lE.  D.  ,Burnworth 

Organ  Postlude. 

We  covet  the  sincere  prayers  of  the  Brotherhood,  and 
extend  a  cordial  invitation  to  any  who  may  be  passing 
through  the  city  to  stop  off,  and  we  will  be  glad  to  show 
you  what  the  Lord  hath  wrought." 


It  has  been  quite  a  little  while  since  we  have  reported 
anything  from  the  work  here  in  Muncie;  so  I  am  going  to 
try  to  make  this  as  brief  as  possible,  and  yet  bring  the 
Brotherhood  "up  to  date"  on  the  news  from  this  corner 
of  the  Lord's  Vineyard. 

Mrs.  Black  and  I  began  our  ministry  here  September 
14,  1952,  after  five  months  of  convalescence  from  a  se- 
rious illness.  Having  been  cautioned  by  the  Doctor  to 
wait  a  full  year  before  taking  a  charge,  we  discovered 
that  we  were  not  as  strong  as  we  had  thought  we  were, 
and  as  a  result  were  quite  ill  again  for  several  weeks 
after  arriving  on  the  field. 

After  the  resignation  of  Rev.  Zimmerman,  the  services 
of  Rev.  Burnworth  were  secured  as  supply  Pastor, 
preaching  Sunday  mornings.  The  Sunday  evening  meet- 
ings were  omitted  because  of  the  distance  Brother  Burn- 
worth had  to  travel  to  get  here. 

On  the  first  Sunday  of  November,  Mi-s.  .Black  organ- 
ized a  Junior  Church  with  thirty-nine  attending  the  first 
service.  Much  of  the  material  needed  was  donated  by 
friends  here  and  in  Bryan.  We  are  pleased  to  report  that 
interest  and  attendance  is  growing  in  this  very  important 
department. 

Rev.  V.  D.  Geren  came  to  us  November  17th  for  a  two 
weeks*  revival  service.   From  the  first  night,  the  interest 
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and  attendance  grew  The  result  wa.s  neven  saved,  and 
about  sixty-five  re-consecrations.  Rev.  Geren  will  return  to 
us  again  April  7th,  for  another  two  weeks'  meeting. 

We  are  very  much  pleased  with  the  attendance  in- 
crease, especially  at  Piayer  Meeting.  Starting  with  eight 
in  September,  our  average  is  now  between  25  and  .'iO. 
We  have  an  average  of  100  or  more  in  Sunday  School  and 
slightly  more  than  that  in  A.  M.  Services,  An  average  of 
50  attending  the  evening  service. 

Several  new  projects  were  launched  in  the  last  two 
months,  and  at  this  writing  are  completed.  These  included 
a  new  Nursery,  Tape  Recorder,  Knight  80  watt  sound 
system  installed  in  the  Church  tower  for  playing  chimes, 
a  portable  communion  set,  new  equipment  for  Parsonage 
which  included  door  chimes,  water  heater,  heat  regulator 
and  other  household  needs. 

There  are  plans  to  install  a  new  baptistry  tank,  like- 
wise prospects  of  a  new  electric  elevator  for  the  Church, 
but  will  report  on  these  things  later.  Money  is  being  also 
raised  for  a  still  projector  and  screen,  which  will  have 
been  secured  by  the  time  this  article  is  published. 

We  have  an  active  Layinen's  Organization,  and  an  ac- 
tive Woman's  Missionary  Society.  On  January  10th,  Mrs. 
Black  organized  a  S.  M.  M.  society,  and  e'er  long  we  hope 
to   report   the  organization  of  a   Boys'   Brotherhood. 

Our  people  here  are  real  workers.  Our  Deacons  have 
divided  the  Church  membership  names  and  are  making 
regular  calls  every  week  on  members  and  prospective 
members.  This  same  zeal  for  service  could  be  said  for 
many  more  of  our  members  who  really  do  a  lot  of  calling. 

Some  time  ago  we  started  having  special  prayer  for 
seTvice  men  every  Sunday  evening,  with  a  candlelight  ser- 
vice the  last  Sunday  night  of  every  month,  at  which  time 
a  relative  of  the  service  man  comes  forward  and  lights 
a  candle  to  represent  him  and  offer  prayer  as  the  audi- 
ence prays  silently. 

At  the  last  business  meeting  we  were  extended  a  two 
year  call  to  begin  at  the  termination  of  our  present  call 
that  ends  in  September.  We  do  earnestly  solicit  your 
prayers  in  behalf  of  ourselves  and  this  people,  that  the 
Lord  will  continue  to  manifest  His  pleasure  in  prospering 
our  Church  and  the  winning  of  many  souls  to  Christ 

E.  J.   Black,   Pastor. 
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The  Communion  Service 

(Continued  from  page  5) 

one  of  us,  individually,  that  we  might  be  redeemed  from 
sin.  As  oft  as  we  enter  into  this  service  we  do  it  in  re- 
membrance of  Him.  It  becomes  a  life  giving,  a  life  pre- 
sei*\'ing  service.  Without  it  we  have  no  life,  with  it  we 
have  the  assurance  of  life  everlasting. 

It  is  the  universal  testimony  of  all  who  have  partaken 
of  the  service  that  it  gives  strength  as  no  other  service 
can.  At  its  close  we  read  that  it  was  night  and  they  sang 
a  hymn  and  went  out.  Out  to  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane, 
there  to  be  betrayed  by  one  of  His  own,  to  be  arrested, 
unjustly  tried,  to  be  abused,  and  finally  crucified. 

Brethren,  we  need  this  service,  this  life  giving  seivice, 
that  we  might  have  the  Christ  with  us,  helping  us  along 


the  difficult  road  of  life  until  that  time  when  we  shall  see 
Him,  He  who  gave  us  this  wonderful  service. 

Father  in  Heaven,  look  do\\~i\  upon  us  in  tender  mercy, 
and  lead  us  day  by  day  along  the  way  of  life.  We  thank 
thee  for  every  help  provided,  and  look  forward  to  that 
day  when  we  shall  meet  with  thee,  and  be  with  thee 
through  all  eternity.  Again  we  implore  thy  help,  in  Jesus" 
Name,  Amen. 

26   West  4th   St., 
Stockton.  California. 


(This  article  also  is  available  in  tract  form,  sponsored 
by  the  Willing  Workers  Bible  Class  of  the  First  Brethren 
Church,  Stockton,  California.  Order  from  the  Brethren 
Publishing  Company,  Ashland.  Ohio.  Price:  10c  per  dozen. 
50o  a  hundred.) 
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FROM  JANET  AT  JOS 

(Continued) 

Marketing  is  fascinating:  we  see  people  everywhere 
selling  things — sitting  on  the  ground,  in  open  booths,  at 
tables  and  just  walking  around  with  baskets  of  things  on 
their  heads.  The  canteens  where  the  lEuropeans  (as  we 
are  all  called)  trade  are  all  on  one  long  street — a  couple 
of  miles  long.  There  seems  to  be  hundreds  of  canteens 
selling  African  cloth.  The  stores  are  owned  and  run  by 
people  of  many  nationalities — African,  British,  Syrian,  In- 
dian, etc.  You  can  buy  almost  anything  you  want  includ- 
ing lovely  cameras,  nylon  material,  etc.,  but  anything  that 
is  imported  is  very  expensive. 

TRAVEL  TO  SCHOOL 

We  go  out  to  the  school,  which  is  1%  miles  from  here, 
in  the  motor  (an  old  Ford  Utilican)  which  is  something 
to  drive.  We  drive  on  the  left-hand  side  of  the  road.  Pet- 
rol (gas)  is  very  expensive;  so  I  have  secured  a  second- 
hand autocycle  which  is  really  handy. 

THE  SCHOOL 

At  Hillcrest  there  is  a  lovely  big  L-shaped  boarding 
home  which  includes  the  dining  room,  living  room,  kitchen 
and  bedrooms  for  the  children.  This  term  we  have  47  chil- 
dren living  there  and  expect  at  least  10  more  next  term. 
I  don't  know  where  we  will  put  them,  but  I  guess  we 
can  have  triple-decker  bunks  instead  of  double.  Down  the 
hill  is  our  school  building  with  its  two  big  classrooms 
(Primary  and  Intermediate)  and  office.  Another  building 
is  used  for  the  junior  high  and  high  school  pupils.  We 
have  60  childi-en  including  the  day  students  who  live  in 
Jos  and  whose  parents  bring  them  to  school  each  day. 

We  are  short-staffed  this  term;  so  the  house-father  is 
teaching  also.  Next  term  our  principal  will  be  back  from 
leave  in  England,  and  a  teacher  is  coming  from  a  mis- 
sionary school  in  India.  I  have  a  wonderful  group  of  chil- 
dren to  teach,  but  I  am  not  doing  so  well  as  I  would  like 
because  there  are  33  of  them  and  only  one  of  me.  Also 
there  are  five  different  classes — 3A,  4B,  4A,  5A,  and  6A. 
I  always  wondered  how  the  teachers  used  to  teach  all  the 
grades    in   a  one-room   school   and   now   I   still   wonder. 

Twenty-one  of  my  pupils  are  the  children  of  mission- 


How  About 
Your  Offerings?? 


FOREIGN   MISSIONARY  OFFERING 

(Easter) 

Make  checks  to  The  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren 
("hurch,  and  address  The  Missionary  Board  of  the  Breth- 
ren Church,  524   College  Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio. 


aries  and  the  rest  are  the  children  of  traders,  business 
men  or  tin  miners.  Seventeen  of  them  are  Americans,  but 
the  rest  are  British,  Irish,  Australian,  Lebanese,  Syrian, 
Indian,  Turkish,  French  or  Nigerian.  Five  of  them  are 
Mohammedans;  one  is  a  Catholic  and  one  is  a  Hindu;  so 
you  can  see  what  a  missionary  opportunity  I  have  each 
day,  right  in  my  classroom.  Since  this  is  a  missionary 
school,  we  are  free  to  teach  the  Gospel  as  much  as  we 
wish.  We  all  enjoy  our  morning  worship  together  very 
much. 
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Have  You  Given  Your  Best 

To  The  Easter  Offering 

For  Foreign  Missions? 


» » 


»  »  Our  Poet's  Corner  «  «  «  « 

O  God,  Is  there  a  soul 

Who  died  because  of  me; 

Forever  shut  away 

From  heaven  and  Thee? 

Is  there  a  soul  who  died 
Because  I  did  not  speak; 

Because  I  did  not  point  the  way 
His  feet  should  seek? 

Because  I  tightly  clutched 

My  little  earthly  store; 
Nor  sent  Thy  messengers 

Unto  some  distant  shore? 

Lord,  let  me  not  forget 

The  precious  souls  who  die; 

The  souls  for  love  of  whom 
My  Lord  was  crucified. 
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PAr;K  NIN.K 


The  Person  Of  Jesus  Christ 


Part  Two 


Rev.  John  T.  Byler 


FN  THE  FIRST  PART  of  this  discussion,  the  Person  of 
^  Jesus  Christ  was  the  subject  of  our  study.  We  were 
nterested  in  finding  some  light  on  certain  questions  con- 
:erning  Christ,  and  in  trying  to  picture  the  awful  condi- 
ion  of  mankind  if  Christ  was  not  what  He  claimed  to  be. 
n  this  second  study  on  the  subject  of  the  Person  of  Je- 
;us  Christ,  it  is  our  purpose  to  examine  some  of  the  more 
)ertinent  truths  or  proofs  relating  to  the  Deity  of  our 
jord.  These  proofs  will  be  examined  under  five  general 
leadings:  The  Works  of  Christ,  The  Words  of  Christ,  The 
iVonder  of  His  Personal  Life,  His  Supernatural  Knowl- 
idge  and  the  Influence  of  Christ — both  in  His  day  and 
low. 

I.     THE  WORKS  OF  OUR  LORD 

If  God  came  to  earth  in  human  form,  as  Christ  claimed 
;hat  He  did  in  the  person  of  Himself,  we  have  a  right  to 
!xpect  the  miraculous  from  Him.  And  yet  this  is  the  very 
'act  which  seems  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  of  stumbling 
)locks  to  many  people  in  accepting  Him.  Therefore,  many 
•eject  the  miraculous  feeding  of  the  multitude;  they  are 
mwilling  to  accept  the  possibility  of  Jesus'  walking  on 
:he  water  or  stilling  the  tempest  through  miraculous 
neans;  and  the  idea  of  His  raising  the  dead,  to  many, 
s  preposterous.  They  can't  understand  how  such  things 
?ould  be — they  are  not  "reasonable"  and  there  is  no  pres- 
ent day  "tangible"  proof  which  satisfies  their  limited 
powers  of  understanding,  so  they  are  ruled  out  as  impos- 
sible. 

Yet  these  same  critics  will  sit  down  to  enjoy  radio  or 
;elevision,  not  at  all  able  to  understand  the  principles  of 
;heir  operation,  and  they  will  thoroughly  enjoy  these  - 
and  without  denial.  They  likewise  will  go  to  a  physician 
For  medication  or  for  healing  in  sickness,  and  without 
suestion  will  take  the  medicine  he  prescribes  (though 
they  often  are  aware  that  too  large  a  dose  of  the  medi- 
cine might  prove  to  be  fatal)  and  they  take  it  without 
the  faintest  knowledge  concerning  how  it  might  be  of 
possible  help  to  them. 

Jesus  was  a  miracle  worker;  He  interrupted  the  laws 
t)f  nature  and  did  things  that  could  be  done  only  through 
a  superhuman  intervention.  Critics  have  tried  to  explain 
all  of  these  away  by  natural  means,  meanwhile  denying 
the  possibility  of  anything  but  the  natural.  But  in  all  at- 
tempts of  men  to  deny  the  miracle  powers  of  Christ, 
never  has  there  come  a  satisfactory  explantation  of  the 
change  that  occurs  in  the  heart  of  an  individual  when 
Christ  enters  the  heart — other  than  that  the  change  is  a 
miraculous  one. 

Christ  \»is  the  Redeemer,  and  He  is  still  the  Redeemer 
of  men.  When  He  enters  the  life  and  heart  of  an  individ- 
ual,   and   that   individual    yields   his   life   into   Jesus'   con- 


trol, a  change  occurs.  A  new  life  is  begun — a  life  that  is 
so  different  as  to  be  unrecognizable  at  times.  Men  •^ave 
tried  to  give  reasons  for  the  change  that  takes  place,  b>it 
their  reasons  are  valueless.  They  aren't  reasonable,  for 
the    reasons   are   not   natuial,   but   supernatural. 

One  who  has  reached  the  very  lowest  ebb  of  society, 
suddenly,  through  a  wonderful  transformation  begins  a 
new  life  of  Christian  witness  that  succeeds  in  bri.:ging 
many  others  to  Christ.  And  this  is  repeated  not  only  in 
the  case  of  individuals,  but  in  the  case  of  communities, 
of  society,  and  of  entire  nations.  Wherever  a  spiritual  re- 
generation takes  place,  whether  in  the  heart  of  an  indi- 
vidual, or  in  a  nation,  life  takes  on  new  purpose,  new 
meaning  and  an  entirely  new  aspect.  And  the  whole  an- 
swer is  in  the  working  power  of  Jesus  Christ  in  men's 
lives. 

II.     THE  WORDS  OF  CHRIST 

Had  Jesus  failed  to  speak  at  great  lengths  concerning 
God,  we  would  surely  have  had  the  right  to  oucstion  Him 
when  He  said  He  came  from  God.  Through  such  speech. 
He  gave  us  a  much  clearer  picture  of  God.  The  prophets 
of  old  had  a  very  limited  knowledge  of  God  through  reve- 
lations from  Him,  but  in  their  human  weakness  and  in 
their  lack  of  knowledge,  the  picture  of  God  wa>  ouite  un- 
satisfactory and  incomplete.  But  Jesus,  chrough  His  fre- 
quent references  to  Himself  and  His  relationship  vnth 
God,  gave  us  a  clear  picture.  "I  am  in  the  Father,  and 
the  Father  in  Me."  "If  ye  ask  anything  ir.  ^ly  Name.  I 
will  do  it."  "Ye  believe  in  God,  believe  also  in  Me."  "He 
that  hath  seen  Me  hath  seen  the  Father."  Either  these 
words  wei-e  the  words  of  One  Who  was  compl^!"ely  insane, 
or  He  had  a  right  to  speak  in  such  fashion. 

Apart  from  His  reference  to  His  relationship  with  God, 
Jesus  again  spoke  of  Himself  in  a  v.ay  that  only  God 
would  dare  to  speak,  unless  He  wer^^  completely  mad. 
"I  am  come  that  ye  might  have  life  and  that  ye  inight 
have  it  more  abundantly."  "I  am  .  .  the  Light  of  the 
World  .  .  .  the  Bread  of  Life  .  .  .  the  Way,  the  Tiiith, 
and  the  Life."  We  might  argue  that  any  (  ne  cculd  make 
such  statemenets  and  claims,  and  it  is  true.  But  who  would 
believe  any  person  making  such  claim<;  for  himself?  But 
people  did  believe  Christ,  and  they  still  do. 

In  still  another  fashion,  His  words  give  evidence  of  His 
Deity.  He  claimed  the  power  to  forgive  sins.  The  Jews 
sought  to  kill  Him  for  this  particular  claim,  but  He  did 
forgive  men  their  sins,  and  the  proof  .if  rhis  fact  is  the 
living  evidence  of  the  countless  millions  who  have  been 
given  the  God-given  assurance  of  sins  forgiven  through 
acceptance  of  Jesus  Christ  as  Saviour.  "If  we  confess  our 
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sins.  He  is  faithful  lUid  just  to  forgive  us    nir  sins  and 
to  cleanse  us  from  all  uniighteous'.ies^."    (\   John    1:9) 

ill.     HIS   PERSONAL  LIFE 

As  we  look  ai  Jesus'  Personal  Life,  we  have  again  no 
choice  but  to  acknowledge  Him  as  God.  He  fulfills  every- 
thing that  we  expect  from  One  Who  comes  from  Goil. 
Christ's  position  is  far  above  that  of  any  other  teacher 
or  i-eligious  leader.  Some  claim  that  He  is  only  the  very 
highest  type  of  humanity,  but  if  that  be  true,  others 
should  have  surpassed  Him  in  the  2000  years  of  advai'.ced 
knowledge  and  experience  that  we  have  enjoyed  as  an  ac 
cumulation  in  these  many  years.  It  was  Straus.*,  the  Gei- 
man  critic  of  Jesus  who  said  that  it  was  impospible  that 
any  such  person  as  Jesus  should  have  ever  lived.  But  such 
a  denial  of  Jesus  is  only  further  evidence  of  the  f.ict  that 
Jesus  was  from  God,  for  the  evidence  of  Hi.s  life  is  ir- 
refutable. It  is  true  that  no  human  could  have  lived  as 
Jesus  did,  and  we  will  readily  agree  with  Strauss  on  this 
point,  but  God.  in  human  form,  in  the  person  of  Jesus, 
could,  and  did. 

IV.     HIS   SI  PERNATIRAL  KNOWLEUGK 

A  fourth  factor  that  can't  be  overlooked  is  Jesus' 
Knowledge  of  the  Supernatural.  He  could  predict  things 
of  the  future;  His  words  regarding  some  things  could  not 
have  been  knowii  to  any  normal  mortal  beinji:.  But  as 
God,  Jesus  could  know  the  end  from  the  beginning,  and 
therefore  we  are  not  startled  when  we  discover  that  cer- 
tain things  of  which  He  spoke  centuries  ago  ar.>  having 
their  fulfillment  today.  In  the  upper  room,  the  disciples 
were  not  able  to  grasp  the  fact  of  the  death  of  Christ 
which  was  to  take  place  only  hours  removed  from  them. 
And  yet,  in  that  same  moment.  He  revealed  to  them  the 
significance  of  the  "Upper  Room"  experience  which  has 
always  been  of  such  tremendous  importance  in  the  life 
of   individual   believers,  and   in   the  life  of  the  Church. 

Again,  Christ's  statement,  shortly  before  His  death  is 
of  unusual  significance,  although  it  was  not  recognized  as 
such  when  it  was  uttered,  even  by  His  closest  compan- 
ions. "And  I,  if  I  be  lifted  up  from  the  earth,  will  drav/ 
all  men  unto  Me."  This  lifting  up  has  been  the  means 
whereby  man  has  acceptance  with  God,  and  men  ai-e  still 
being  drawn  to  Him  through  Christ's  being  lifted  up — 
first  of  all,  upon  a  cross  at  Calvary,  and  next,  into  the 
hearts  of  men. 

V.     INFLUENCE  OF  HIS  LIFE 

Finally,  we  can't  overlook  the  Influence  of  Jesus'  Life, 
both  in  His  Day  and  in  ours.  This  influence  has  reached 
into  every  walk  of  life;  it  has  been  felt  by  the  highest 
ruler  and  by  the  lowliest  subject;  this  influence  has 
reached  out  to  the  privileged  possessor  of  wealth  and  to 
the  poorest  of  paupers;  both  teacher  and  pupil  have  been 
affected  by  the  life  of  Jesus  Christ;  and  that  influence  is 
.still  reaching  out  to  millions,  day  after  day. 

With  the  exception  of  one  disciple  who  was  faithless, 
and  betrayed  His  Lord,  the  disciples  believed  so  implicitly 
in  Him,  and  allowed  His  influence  to  so  govern  and  con- 
trol them,  that  they  were  willing  to  go  to  violent  death 
for  Him.  Thousands  of  others  have  done  the  same  in  the 
following  centuries,  and  the  stream  of  faithful  ones  who 
are  willing  to  give  up  all  things  for  Him,  regardless  of 
cost  to  themselves,  is  still  a  full  and  flowing  stream.  And 


this,    all    because    of   the   tremendous   influence   of  Jesus' 
life  in  their  lives. 

Other  reasons  might  be  cited  in  abundance  for  belief 
in  Jesus  as  the  Christ  of  God — One  with  the  Father,  and 
today,  sitting  upon  God's  right  hand  in  glory.  But  the 
five  reasons  cited  in  this  discussion  are  so  significant  as 
to  leave  no  room  for  doubt  to  an  honest  seeker,  the  fact 
of  Jesus'  Deity,  His  Oneness  with  God.  To  those  who  re- 
ject these  arguments,  further  proofs  would  not  help,  for 
they  too,  would  be  rejected.  ,But  to  one  who  seeks  dili- 
gently, God's  Holy  Spirit  will  be  a  means  of  enlightening, 
that  Jesus  is  God. 

— New  Lebanon,  Ohio. 
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SOUTHERN  INDIANA  DISTRICT  LAYMEN 

The  Southern  Indiana  District  Laymen  were  guests  of 
the  Roann  .Brethren  Laymen  in  the  Roann  High  School  on 
Monday  evening,  February  16th.  A  very  delicious  chicken 
pie  supper  was  served  by  the  ladies  of  the  host  church 
in  the  school  kitchen. 

We  assembled  in  the  school  gymnasium  for  the  evening 
program.  Ralph  Sausaman  of  the  host  church  acted  as 
chairman  and  gave  us  a  most  hearty  welcome.  Bud  Hunter 
led  us  in  singing,  "Dwelling  In  Beulah  Land,"  accom- 
panied by  Edna  Beam  at  the  piano.  Lloyd  Miller  led  our 
evening  devotions,  reading  from  Proverbs  3:1-17,  and 
leading  in  prayer.  We  were  then  favored  with  a  Trom- 
bone Solo  by  Bruce  Mouser,  accompanied  also  by  Miss 
Beam.  Mr.  Sausaman  introduced  Mr.  Barton  Rees  Pogue, 
well  known  Hoosier  Poet,  and  Humorist,  as  speaker  of 
the  evening. 

Mr.  Pogue  began  by  saying,  "Come  let  us  go  back  to 
our  childhood  days."  He  then  recited  poems  relating  to 
our  childhood.  From  here,  he  continued  with  poems  re- 
lating to  the  various  ages  of  life.  Following  the  humor- 
ous trend,  Mr.  Pogue  closed  with  a  more  serious  theme, 
encouraging  us  to  retain  our  youth  and  let  the  years  do 
to  us  what  they  may. 

The  business  session  was  in  charge  of  our  District 
Chairman,  Herman  Hood.  The  Secretary's  and  Treasurer's 
I'eports  were  read  and  approved.  Roll  call  resulted  in  a 
count  of  76  being  present.  Attendance  was  low  due  to 
the  activity  of  one  of  the  worst  snow  storms  of  the  year. 
The  undei-signed  was  re-instated  as  Secretary-Treasurer. 
The  offering  was  .$47.88,  which  is  to  be  applied  to  the 
National  project,  the  Shively  Missionary  Home,  at  Ash- 
land, Ohio.  Bud  Hunter  made  some  remarks  concerning  the 
membership  throughout  the  brotherhood.  He  made  em- 
phasis on  more  churches  forming  organization;?.  He  also 
gave  some  high  lights  on  our  projects.  A  vote  of  thanks 
was  given  the  Roann  laymen  for  entertaining,  and  the 
ladies  for  the  wonderful  meal. 

.By  request,  Mr.  Pogue  recited  another  poem.  The  group 
sang,  "Lead  Me  to  Calvary,"  in  closing,  and  Rev.  Whet- 
stone pronounced  the  benediction. 

Guy  V.  Purdy,  Secretary. 
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Getting  Ready 


Top  to  bottom:  Charles  Huff,  Waterloo,  Iowa;  Ronald  Ritch- 

ey,   Berlin,   Pa.;   William   Curtis,   New   Lebanon,   (Jhio;   Glenn 

Grumbling,  Johnstown,  Pa. 
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This  is  the  second  BRETHREN  YOUTH  AM- 
BASSADOR QUARTET  to  be  sponsored  by  the 
>[ational  Youth  Board.  The  boys,  all  pre-semi- 
lary  students,  will  travel  into  our  eastern 
hurches  this  coming  summer. 

Their  singing-  tour  will  be  under  the  sponsor- 


ship of  the    Brethren    Youth    Evangelistic    Cru- 
sade, a  project  of  the  National  Youth  Board. 

A  great  deal  of  practice,  plus  practical  expe- 
rience on  the  radio  and  singing  for  special  pro- 
grams is  welding  the  boys  into  a  fine  musical  or- 
ganization dedicated  to  the  glory  of  God. 


(^< 


>^ 


The  aim  of  Brethren  Youth  is  to  help  our  Mis- 
sionary Board  build  a  gymnasium  and  classrooms 
at  Lost  Creek,  Kentucky.  The  young  people  are 
raising  $5000  this  year  to  help  construct  that 
building.  Every  church  youth  group  is  needled  to 
put  this  goal  across. 

This  Brethren  Youth  project  is  twofold.  First, 
its  aim  is  to  help  in  a  very  needy  cause,  and  sec- 
ondly, such  a  project  unites  our  young  people  in 
a  common  purpcse. 

GIVE  BUCKS  FOR  BLOCKS  FOR  LOST 
CREEK.  KENTUCKY. 
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Topic  for  April  26,  1953 

YE  SHALL  BE  WITNESSES  IN  JERUSALEM 

(At  Home) 

YOUK  CHURCH.  It  is  the  fellowship  both  of  those 
who  put  full  time  into  its  work  and  earn  their  liv- 
ing that  way,  as  your  minister  does,  and  of  those  who 
earn  their  living  otherwise  and  give  volunteer  service 
when  they  can. 

1.  PAUL.  Paul  earned  his  living  as  a  tentniaker  after 
he  became  a  Christian  and  said  that  those  who  taught  in 
the  churches  should  be  self-supporting.  When  the  demands 
on  his  time  were  so  great  that  tentmaking  was  impos- 
sible, he  accepted  the  gifts  of  the  church  members  for 
his  support.  Gradually,  as  the  church  became  more  of 
an  organization,  its  leaders  became  trained  and  full-time 
workers.  There  were  still  places,  however,  for  those  who 
would  serve  as  volunteers,  and  others  who  gave  their 
lives  to  its  more  humdrum  tasks  in  return  for  no  more 
than  board  and  lodging. 

2.  A  KITCHEN  SAINT.  Such  a  worker  was  Brother 
Lawrence.  He  lived  in  France  in  the  seventeenth  century, 
and  his  name  before  his  conversion  was  Nicholas  Herman. 
He  joined  the  Carmelite  order  in  Paris  and  was  admitted 
as  a  "lay  brother"  in  1666.  Now  a  "lay  brother"  is  not  a 
IJriest.  He  may  help  the  priest  or  he  may  do  other  com- 
mon tasks  that  need  to  be  done.  As  a  lay  brother,  Nich- 
olas Herman  became  "Brother  Lawrence"  and  his  duties 
lay  in  the  kitchen.  He  found  such  joy  in  doing  all  things 
in  the  companionship  of  God,  that  all  was  gladness. 
Sweeping  the  kitchen,  cleaning  the  stable,  going  to  the 
market,  or  engaging  in  religious  exercises  were  all  done 
in  a  spirit  of  devotion  to  God  and  he  found  himself  in  as 
complete  harmony  with  his  Father  in  one  as  in  another 
task.  His  message  in  life  was  always  the  same:  Do  every- 
thing for  the  love  of  God.  Young  people,  remember  that 
in  every  task  and  relationship  and  pleasure  of  every  day; 
be  conscious  of  God's  presence. 

3.  LAYMEN  IN  THE  CHURCH  TODAY!  When  Prot- 
estant Christians  came  to  America,  the  share  which  the 
lay  people  took  in  the  activities  of  the  church  increased 
immensely.  As  you  probably  know  there  were  not  enough 
preachers  to  go  around,  and  besides  that,  many  of  the 
outpost  communities  were  too  small  to  support  even  the 
part-time  services  of  an  ordained  minister.  The  lay 
preacher  or  leader  in  the  church  became  an  impoitant 
pei-son.  Did  you  also  know  that  the  Church  has  not  al- 
ways had  church  schools  such  as  you  attend  Sunday 
morning?  Sunday  Schools  were  stai-ted  only  a  little  more 
than  one  hundred  yeais  ago.  And  who  teaches  these 
classes?  Volunteer  lay  workers  for  the  most  part.  We 
think  today  of  an  active  congregation  as  the  one  in 
which  a  large  percentage  of  the  membership  takes  an 
active  part  in  the  work  of  the  church. 


4.  AIMS  AND  PURPOSES.  One  thing  stands  out  in 
all  of  the  personalities  who  we  find  working  in  the 
church.  LET  US  START  WITH  YOU.  Why  do  you  come 
to  church?  Do  you  get  anything  out  of  it?  And  what  do 
you  put  into  it?  YOUR  LOCAL  CHURCH  has  its  pur 
poses.  It  is  the  training  school  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  It  is 
the  place  where  children,  youth,  and  adults  should  meet 
for  fellowship  and  study,  for  worship  and  service.  Its 
teaching  must  be  alive  iuid  full  of  action.  The  primary 
purpose  of  the  chuixih  is  to  lead  growing  persons  in  the 
way  of  JESUS,  their  Saviour. 

5.  YOUTH  ORGANIZATIONS  IN  YOUR  CHURCH! 
This  is  your  own  place  of  fellowship  and  service  at  pres- 
ent, so  let  us  take  a  look  at  some  facts  about  Youth 
groups  in  your  church.  Our  fellowship  of  young  people  is 
called  BRETHREN  YOUTH  CRUSADERS.  This  name 
and  organization  has  been  authorized  by  Conference  of 
1951.  Brethren  Youth  Crusaders  are  young  people  of  the 
Brethren  Church  engaged  in  Christian  activity  and  ser- 
vice. "Do  God's  Will"  is  the  slogan  of  The  Sisterhood  of 
Mary  and  Maitha.  Their  purpose  is  to  develop  young 
Christian  womanhood,  to  aid  in  giving  the  Gospel  to  all, 
to  do  practical  and  benevolent  work,  and  to  provide  Chris- 
tian inspiration  and  companionship.  The  purpose  of  the 
Young  Men's  and  .Boys'  Brotherhood  of  the  Brethren 
Church  is,  "That  boys  and  young  men  might  learn  to 
know  Jesus  Christ  better,  to  love  Him  more,  and  to  serve 
Him  truly." 

6.  YOUR  B.  Y.  C.  On  September  26th,  1945  the  idea  of 
Brethren  Youth  came  to  several  young  people  of  the 
Brethren  Church  who  had  been  much  in  pi-ayer  as  regard- 
ing the  future  of  our  youth  and  the  fields  of  service  at 
home  and  abroad.  Since  that  time  God  has  been  leading 
our  young  people  into  new  fields  of  Christian  experience 
and  winning  souls  to  Christ  through  the  work  of  His  Holy 
Spirit  among  us.  Every  phase  of  youth  work  has  been 
sanctioned  by  the  General  Conference  of  the  Brethren 
Church.  Our  Youth  Board  is  directed  and  elected  by  our 
General  Conference.  The  Youth  Board,  as  it  is  directed 
by  our  Conference  elects  a  National  Youth  Director  who 
carries  into  action  the  various  plans  and  programs  of  the 
.Board.  Meeting  once  every  three  months  the  Board  is 
able  to  carry  on  a  rather  extensive  program  for  Brethien 
young  people.  This  will  continue  to  grow  as  the  people  of 
the  Church  pray  and  aid  the  work.  Remember  May  is  the 
month  for  our  National  Brethren  Youth  Off'ering. 

7.  YOUR  TOOLS  AND  HOW  TO  USE  THEM.  Besides 
having  a  purpose,  there  are  some  other  qualities  needed 
for  the  making  of  a  good  workman  in  the  church.  A  man 
may  have  a  strong  determination  to  build  a  house,  but  if 
he  does  not  know  carpentry  and  masonry  and  electricity, 
where  would  he  get?  A  workman  has  to  know  his  tools 
and  how  to  use  them.  Your  tools  in  working  with  God  to 
carry  out  His  purposes  are:  your  mind,  your  speech, 
your  feelings,  your  talents  and  abilities,  and  your  per- 
sonality. To  test  yourself  out  in  these  abilities,  conduct  a 
worship  service  in  the  church  school  or  in  a  B.  Y.  C. 
meeting.  When  participatitng  in  leadership  you  must  have 
a  real  sense  of  God's  presence  and  a  conviction  that  you 
are  trying  to  lead  the  group  into  God's  presence.  Forget 
yourself.  You  do  not  want  the  group  to  concentrate  on 
you.  You  want  God  to  be  the  center  of  their  thinking, 
and  He  must  be  the  center  of  yours.  One  of  the  finest 
examples  of  YOUTH  working  in  our  churches  today  has 
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been  brought  forth  by  the  services  of  Brethren  Youth 
Ambassadors  and  Crusader  Teams.  Ask  your  youth  direc- 
tor about  them  and  how  you  can  take  part  in  such  a  pi-o- 
f^ram  during  the  summer  vacation..  Thi-ough  your  chuich 
activities  you  can  become  of  real  service  to  the  Loid 
Jesus. 

8.  THE  GREATEST  CALLING  in  the  world  for  you 
is  the  one  in  which  God  can  use  you  best.  Paul  understood 
that  some  are  meant  to  be  teachers,  some  prophets,  some 
ministers,  some  workers  of  another  sort.  All  of  us  to- 
gether make  up  the  Church  of  Christ.  Remembei-  young 
people  to  "Live  greatly!"  The  Church  waits  for  you.  And 
God  waits.  WILL  YOU  BE  ABOUT  YOUR  FATHER'S 
WORK? 


IPraijer  ffleeting 
Studies 

jBi/  C.  1.  §ilmev 


FOR  YOU 

I  prayed  for  you 

Today,  dear  one, 
I  had  to  pray — 

For  you  have  none 
Beside  me  in  this  whole  wide  earth 
To  care  or  think  of  your    soul's    worth. 

I  prayed  for  you 

Because  I  know 
God  sees  and  cares 

Which  way  you  go. 
And  friend,  it  means  a  lot  to  me 
Where  you  will  spend  eternity. 

And  so  I  prayed — 

God  knows  my  heart; 
I  long  to  see  you 

Make  a  start 
For  Heaven;   He  will  see   you  through, 
All  I  can  do  is  pray  for  you. 

— Mrs.  Ray  Merrill. 

WHAT  CAN  BE  DONE  FOR  FRIENDS  and  loved 
ones  who  are  out  of  Christ  and  who  show  no  in- 
clination to  attend  gospel  services  (Ezek.  2:7)?  What 
shall  be  done  to  save  them  from  their  indifference  to  the 
claims  of  the  gospel  (Jer.  1:17)?  In  Christ's  ministry 
there  were  four  men  who  believed  in  Christ's  power  to 
save  and  to  heal  their  friend  (Mark  2:3-5).  "When  Jesus 
saw  their  faith"  in  behalf  of  another  He  forgave  and 
healed  the  helpless  man  (James  5:15).  Out  of  twenty- 
four  cases  of  physical  healing  recorded  in  the  gospels  at 
least  eight  were  cases  where  one  believed  for  another. 
Whose  faith  was  it  that  brought  healing  to  the  servant 
of  the  Roman  centurion  (Matt.  8:5-13)?  Whose  faith  was 
it  that  saved  the  daughter  of  the  woman  of  Canaan  from 
the  torments  of  Satan  (Matt.  15:21-28)?  Read  in  John 
4:46-53  what  the  faith  of  a  father  exercised  twenty-five 
miles  away  from  his  son  wrought  in  behalf  of    his    son. 


Such  faith  woiks  in  harmony  with  the  will  of  God,  which 
is  that  all  iiK-n  be  saved  ( I  Tim.  2.3,  4). 

Our  (iod  calls  all  of  His  followers  U>  a  «oul  winning 
ministry  (John  17:18).  "The  bride,"  which  in  the  ly^rd'H 
Church  invites  the  lost  to  salvation  (Rev.  22:17).  The 
prayer  of  believers  who  are  in  perfect  agreement,  in- 
spiied  by  the  Holy  Spirit  in  behalf  of  lost  souls  about 
them,  will  be  answered  (Matt.  18:19).  Just  as  our  Lord 
prayed  and  believed  fo)-  us  (John  17:9)  just  so  are  we  to 
get  under  the  burden  and  sorrows  of  others  (Col.  1:24) 
and  pray  and  believe  for  them.  We  dare  not  be  like  the 
Pharisees  who  despised  sinners  and  treated  them  with 
contempt  (Luke  18:9).  If  we  would  help  others  to  be 
saved  we  must  come  to  the  place  where  it  would  break 
our  hearts  to  see  them  lost  in  perdition  (Romans  9:2,  3). 
Remember  the  perseverance  of  the  shepherd  in  search  for 
the  lost  sheep  as  you  would  pi'ay  for  the  lost  with  a  faith 
that  will  take  no  denial  (Luke  15:4). 

"Because  some  good  folk  prayed 

And  built  a  path  of  prayer, 
.Because  they  loved  me  truly 

That  I  might  salvation  share; 
I  went  to  church. 

"Because  my  inward  battles 

Were  desperate  as  could  be, 
And  veteran  Christian  warriors 

Won  my  battles  on  their  knees; 
I  met  my  Christ. 

"Because  in  supplication. 

Someone  sought  in  my  behalf 
To  loosen  all  my  shackles 

And  soothe  the  awful  chafe; 
I  loved  that  Christ. 

"Because  He  first  loved    me. 
And  took  me  as  His  own; 
Because    thru    someone's    patient    prayer 
I  saw  Him  on  His  throne; 
I  accepted  Christ.'' 

— Sgt.  Donald  W.  Hanna. 


Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vanator 

Lesson   for  April  26,  1953 

PAUL  FACES  OPPOSITION 

Lesson:  Acts  18:1,  4-16 

OUR  LESSON  THIS  WEEK  finds  Paul  well  into  the 
missionary  work  to  which  he  has  been  called.  He 
and  Barnabas  have  had  a  slight  misunderstanding,  which 
resulted  in  Barnabas  taking  John  Mark,  the  subject  of 
the  dispute,  and  going  to  Cyprus,  and  Paul  choosing  Silas 
and  continuing  through  Syria  and  Cilioia.  where  Paul 
sought  to  "confirm"  or  strengthen  the  churches  which  had 
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been    established   on    the   former   missionary   jouniij,    1i5" 
giving:  them  further  teachings. 

In  the  establishing  of  these  first  Churches  not  V(>ry 
much  opposition  had  been  encountered.  Rut  as  the 
pi-eaching  of  Paul  began  to  bear  more  and  more  fruit,  the 
Jews  who  opposed  him  for  reasons  of  their  own,  began 
to  be  more  and  more  antagonistic.  This  element  which 
came  to  be  known  as  the  "Judiasizers"  used  every  meth- 
od they  knew  to  break  down  Paul's  efforts,  for  they  were 
utterly  opposed  to  the  preaching  of  anything  which  might 
be  connected  with  "their"  God  to  the  Gentiles  or 
"heathen"  as  they  would  like  to  designate  them. 

Consequently  they  followed  Paul  wherever  he  went  and 
usually  succeeded  in  stirring  up  trouble  for  him.  So  for 
many  weeks  Paul  found  himself  in  and  out  of  prison, 
haled  into  court  on  false  accusations,  stoned  and  left  for 
dead  by  mobs  incited  by  these  people,  and  even  chased  out 
of  cities  and  towns  by  these  groups.  It  was  to  be  ex- 
pected. But,  as  another  has  said,  "The  cause  of  Christ 
must  always  advance  in  spite  of  opposition."  This  opposi- 
tion will  be  varied — and  at  times  it  will  become  violent 
and  even  of  a  vicious  nature.  It  is  here  where  the  faith 
of  the  Christian  comes  in  and  he  remembers  that  the 
Loi*d  has  promised  that  He  will  never  leave  him  nor  for- 
sake him. 

Without  doubt  there  were  times  when  Paul  was  dis- 
couraged, maybe  he  was  even  tempted  to  quit.  But  the 
wonderful  thing  about  it  is  that  he  never  did.  When  he 
was  put  in  jail  he  sang  hymns;  when  he  was  stoned  he 
suffered  the  pain  and  humiliation  without  thought  of 
himself;  when  he  was  beaten  with  rods  he  deemed  it  an 
honor  to  be  thus  scourged  in  behalf  of  his  Lord.  For  he 
could  say  with  deep  conviction,  "I  know  whom  I  have  be- 
lieved, and  am  persuaded  that  he  is  able  to  keep  that 
which  I  have  committed  unto  him  against  that  day." 

To  Paul  opposition  simply  meant  that  he  must  work 
harder;  he  must  keep  the  faith;  he  must  represent  the 
more  surely  the  One  whom  he  had  met  on  the  Damascus 
Road  and  whom  he  was  now  seeking  to  set  before  the 
Gentiles  as  their  Saviour,  as  well  as  the  Messiah  and 
Saviour  of  the  Jews. 

Do  we  face  opposition  as  we  work  foi-  the  Master?  If 
so,  we  need  only  remember  Paul  and  like  him  "take  coui- 
age"  and  go  forward  in  the  task  unto  which  we  have  been 
called. 


Boys    Brotherhood    News 


JOHN.STOWN  THIRD  BRETHREN  CHURCH 

I  am  .sending  this  bit  of  news  for  what  it  may  be  worth 
in  thf  furtherance  of  Boys'  Biotherhood  in  the  Brethien 
Church.  After  neglecting  our  boys  for  longer  than  we 
like  to  remember,  here  at  Johnstown  .3rd,  last  month 
.seven  of  our  Laymen  met,  and  after  electing  a  peimanent 
chairman,  we  proceeded  to  do  something  about  our  Boys' 
Brotherhood;  the  seven  Laymen  being:  C.  F.  Howard, 
Aldridge  Tiljey,  William  Studt,  Robert  Blough,  Floyd 
Benshoff,  Clyde  Gi-umbling,  and  John  Golby,  the  wiiter. 

The  group  purchased  some  new  and  additional  games 
.such   as   shuffle   board,   dart   ball   and   seveial   other  new 


table  games  for  the  boys,  scheduled  regular  monthly 
meetings  for  a  period  of  14  months,  with  at  least  three 
Laymen  and  older  boys  of  the  church  sponsoring  and 
otherwise  looking  out  for  the  meeting,  as  to  lunch,  etc., 
until  such  a  time  that  a  permanent  Boys'  Organization 
can  be  realized  and  taken  over. 

The  original  committee  that  met  arranged  the  initial 
meeting  and  got  off  to  a  flying  start  by  arranging  a  pro- 
gram that  the  boys  really  liked;  all  of  which  make  the 
Brethren  wonder  why  this  important  work  of  our  church 
has  been  neglected  for  so  long  by  so  many.  We  also  won- 
der if  there  might  be  another  church  in  the  .Brotherhood 
that  has  also  neglected  their  boys.  If  our  plan  has  merit 
we  urge  that  others  use  it. 

Sincerely  In  His  Service, 

John  Golby. 

('1  hanks.  Brother  Golby,  for  this  wonderful  news  letter. 
We  trust  that  many  other  groups  will  be  able  to  benefit 
by  this.  Let's  have  news  from  other  groups. 

Percy  C.  Miller,  News  Editor. 


THE  PASSING  OF  A  PAL 

FINDLEY.  Winfred  Vernon  Findley  died  suddenly  at 
him  home,  1949  .Belleville  Road,  Roanoke,  Virginia,  at 
3:30  on  Saturday  morning  March  28th.  Though  he  was  a 
layman,  he  will  be  remembered  by  numerous  people 
throughout  the  Brotherhood.  His  father  was  the  late  J. 
D.  Finley,  who  was  a  merchant  in  Glenford,  Ohio,  for 
many  years.  He  was  previously  a  student  at  Ashland 
College.  He  and  the  writer's  mother,  Lucinda  Mack,  were 
students  there  at  the  same  time.  J.  D.  Findley  was  a 
prominent  worker  in  the  Brethren  Church. 

Winfred  was  born  in  Johnstown,  Pennsylvania,  and 
would  have  been  sixty-two  this  coming  fall.  When  he  was 
just  a  youngster,  his  parents  moved  to  Glenford,  Ohio, 
where  they  entered  the  Mercantile  business.  Winfred  and 
the  writer  grew  up  together,  his  home  was  my  home 
and  my  home  was  his  home.  We  attended  the  same  Sun- 
day School,  in  which  his  father  was  our  teacher  for  years, 
attended  the  same  church,  entered  Ashland  College  to- 
gether, roomed  together,  played  on  the  same  Athletic 
teams  and  graduated  together  in  the  class  of  1914.  Since 
then  we  have  visited  together,  exchanged  Christmas  pres- 
ents and  corresponded  ever  since.  His  last  letter  was  re- 
ceived just  ten  days  before  his  death. 

Winfred  was  in  the  first  World  War,  and  while  in  Camp 
met  the  one  who  became  his  wife.  Miss  Lyda  Hendricks, 
of  Shenandoah  Junction,  West  Virginia.  She,  with  a 
daughter,  Betty,  survives  him.  Joe,  a  son,  a  Paratrooper 
in  the  Second  World  Wai-,  was  a  causualty  over  Holland, 
and  is  buried  there.  Some  years  after  the  close  of  the 
War,   Winfred   took  up  his  residence  in   Roanoke,  vi^ere 
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for  a  number  of  years  he  has  been  an  employe  of  the 
Roanoke  Post  Office.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Ghent 
Brethren  Church.  His  funeral  was  held  on  Monday  aftei- 
noon,  March  30th.  He  and  his  entire  family  had  been  the 
I'ictims  of  recurring  illnesses  the  past  winter,  but  his 
death  was  a  surprise  and  a  shock.  I  shall  sign  this  as  we 
[lave  signed  our  letters  to  one  another  for  nearly  thirty- 
line  years. 

Your  old  Pal,  Ankrum, 
(St.  James,  Maryland.) 

Ui  Ui  Ui 

KIRKLIN.  Ill  since  October,  Jacob  Kirklin,  96,  died 
April  2nd,  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  C.  A.  Bar- 
rett, Muncie,  Indiana.  He  was  born  in  Henry  County  on 
March  31,  1857.  He  was  the  oldest  member  of  the  First 
Brethren  Church  at  Oakville. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Rev.  E.  D.  Burn- 
ivorth  and  the  undersigned  at  the  Meeks  Mortuary  in 
Muncie,  on  Sunday,  April  5th. 

Mr.  Kirklin  is  survived  by  his  daughter  and  son-in-law, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  A.  Barrett.  His  son  Herm,an,  died  in 
March,  1950.  A  granddaughter,  Mrs.  Merrill  Orebaugh, 
md  three  great-grandchildi'en,  Keith,  Joan,  and  Tommy 
Drebaugh,  also  survive. 

Bright  Hanna. 


Items    of  General    Interest 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 


CARLETON,  NEBRASKA.  The  President  of  Ashland 
College,  Glenn  L.  Clayton,  spoke  in  the  Carleton  church 
on  March  17th.  The  service  was  preceded  by  a  pot-luck 
supper  in  honor  of  the  President  and  family. 

A  redecorating  and  improvement  program  has  been  in 
process  at  Carleton,  with  the  members  doing  the  work, 
according  to   Brother  Thomas   Shannon's  bulletin. 

SPECIAL:  Several  bundles  of  rags  were  received  froni 
Mrs.  Tony  Lonei'o,  of  Ashland,  Ohio,  and  a  box  of  rags 
was  received  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  L.  McDaniel,  of  Mey- 
ersdale,  Penna. 

The  appreciation  of  the  Publishing  Company  is  ex- 
tended to  these  friends  for  their  aid  to  our  work  here. 
Good,  absorbent  rags  are  always  in  demand  in  our  press 
room,   for  use   around   the  presses  and   other  machinery. 
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PASTORATE  OPEN 

The  First  Brethren  Church  of  Mansfield,  Ohio,  has  a 
vacancy  for  a  Brethren  Minister.  The  vacancy  will  occur 
in  the  middle  of  June.  Anyone  interested,  please  write  or 
contact: 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  Metcalf 

1212  Pawnee  Ave.,  M.  R.  W. 

Mansfield,    Ohio.   Phon^   7929-7. 


Doctrinal  Statements 

By  the   I^te   I>r.  J.   Ail^-n    Miller 
II.     THE  CHURCH:  HER  MEMBERSHIP 


Jesus  said  but  little  about  the  church.  We  first  meet 
with  the  word  in  Matthew  10:18  and  18:17.  It  occurs  no- 
where else  in  the  gospels.  From  Acts  on  through  the  New 
Testament,  it  occurs  frequently.  With  a  single  exception, 
it  refers  to  believers. 

The  Church  is  the  body  of  Chiist.  Colossians  1:24.  Both 
Paul  and  Peter  speak  of  the  family,  or  household  of  God, 
and  Paul  adds  that  this  household  is  the  church  of  the 
living  God.  I  Timothy  3:15;  I  Peter  4:17.  The  character 
and  the  relation  of  the  church  to  Christ  are  finely  pre- 
sented by  Paul  in  Ephesians  5:25-33. 

Jesus  builds  the  church.  Matthew  16:18.  "I  will  build 
my  church." 

The  apostles,  chosen  by  Jesus,  were  members  of  the 
church.  "And  God  hath  set  some  in  the  church,  first  apos- 
tles ..."  I  Corinthians  12:28.  Even  if  we  regard  this 
as  referring  to  official  position,  the  apostles  were  in  the 
church. 

These  apostles  were  present  at  Pentecost.  Acts  2.  In 
Acts  2:47,  we  read,  "The  Lord  (Jesus)  added  to  them 
(the  apostles)  day  by  day,  those  that  were  saved."  In 
Acts  5:14,  we  read,  "Believers  were  the  more  added  to 
the  Lord." 

Believers  whom  the  Lord  adds  to  the  Body,  the  Church, 
are  its  members. 


*  -^  -^  *  *  A  ^ 


SPRING 

Spring! 

God's  giftto  man! 

Dispelling  winter's  blast 

It  is  here  at  last! 

The  twitter  of  the  birds; 

The  crocus,  wide-eyed, 

Pushing  through  the  earth, 

Proclaim  life  that's  renewed, 

And  nature's  grand  rebirth. 

Life! 

God's  great  gift  to  man! 
Dispelling  our  despair. 
Token  of  God's  care! 
The  opening  of  the  Tomb, 
The  resurrected  Lord, 
The  hope  of  ages  past, 
Proclaims  that  life's   complete, 
Fulfilled  in  Him  at  last. 

— Fred  C.  Vanator. 


PAGE  SIXTEEN 


THiE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


for  Your  Vacation 
Bible   School 


VACATION 
BIBLE  SCHOOL 


V.B.S. 
Publicity  Kit 


Full  of  eye-catching  materials  to  advertise 
your  1953  vacation  Bible  school.  Contains 
100  invitation  postcards,  100  announcement 
dodgers  (5  x  6%  inches),  3  large  posters 
(15x20  inches),  and  2  sheets  of  sticker 
stamps  (55  stamps  per  sheet).  Postcards, 
posters,  and  dodgers  are  in  full  color.  Stick- 
ers are  in  2  colors.  (All  above  items  are 
also  offered  separately  in  any  quantity  as 
isted  below.) 

No.  9132.  V.  B.  S.  Publicity  Kit.  .  Price,  $2.50 

Publicity— Quantity  Rates 

Invitation   Postcard,  No.  9133.    Price,  25c  dozen; 

$1.50   per    100. 
Announcement  Dodger,  No.  9134.    Price,  60c  per 

100. 
Announcement  Poster,  No.  9135.    Price,  15c  each; 

$1.50   a    dozen. 
Sheet  of  55  Sticker  Stamps,  No.  9389.    Price,  lOe 

per  sheet;  $1.00  a  dozen. 


V.  B.  S.  HONOR   BADGE 

The  new  V.  B.  S.  Honor  Badge  will  appeal  to  every  child 
and  teacher.  Use  as  awards  or  souvenirs.  In  attractive 
red,  white,  and  blue,  this  shining  Kromekote  badge  pic- 
tures the  Christian  flag  and  several  youngsters  on  one 
side.  On  the  back  is  Scripture  quotation  from  Proverbs 
20:  11:  "A  child  is  known  by  his  doings";  and  space  for 
name  of  school. 
No.  9253 Price,  25c  a  doz.;  $1 .50  per  1  00 

V.  B.  S.  BUTTON 

Every  child  in  your  vacation  school  will  be  proud  to  wear 
this  button.  Of  metal,  it  is  in  bright  red,  blue,  and  yel- 
low. Makes  a  good  advertisement  for  your  school.  Give 
one  to  every  child.  Button  is  same  size  as  illustration. 
No.  7800 Price,  30c  dozen;  $2.25  per  1  00 


,  Ottt . 


VBS 


CIJl!U 

GDED 
GDgD 
ED  ED 
QDHD 


ENROLLMENT    AND    ATTENDANCE    RECORD    CARD 

New  card  providing  for  enrollment  record  and  daily  attendance. 
Ample  space  for  name  and  address  of  pupil,  age,  school,  parent's 
name,  date  enrolled,  plus  ten-day  attendance  record.  Size,  3x5  Inches. 
No.  9399 Price,  85c  per  1 00 
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Items  of  general  Interest 


GATEWOOD,  W.  VA.  On  Sunday,  April  19th,  the  Cor- 
nerstone laying  Service  was  held.  Rev.  W.  Clayton  Berk- 
shire, General  Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Board  of  the 
Brethren  Church,  was  the  guest  speaker  for  this  service, 
which  was  held  at  2:00  P.  M. 

According  to  a  letter  from  Brother  Cecil  Bolton,  Jr., 
Pastor,  to  the  Editor,  we  learn  that  he  has  resigned  the 
Gatewood  pastorate,  the  same  to  become  effective  on  July 
1,  1953. 

ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND,  The  Father  and  Son  Ban- 
quet was  held  April  10th. 

We  learn  from  Brother  Freeman  Ankrum's  Bulletin 
that  the  Southeastern  District  Sisterhood  Rally  was 
scheduled  for  April  25th,  in  the  First  .Brethren  Church, 
in  Hagerstown. 

WAYNESBORO,  PENNA.  WAYNiE  HEIGHTS.  Pre- 
Easter  and  Pre-Communion  Services  were  held  during 
Holy  Week,  with  the  Pastor,  Brother  N.  Victor  Leather- 
nxan  bringing  the  messages. 

Sunday  evening,  March  29th,  Brother  Leatherman  bap- 
tized 11  new  members.  This  was  the  first  baptismal  ser- 
vice held  in  the  new  baptistry  in  their  recently  completed 
church. 

BERLIN,  PENNA.  Among  other  flowers  in  the  church 
on  Piaster,  the  Easter  lilies  weie  placed  at  the  altar  in 
honor  of  the  young  men  of  the  Church  who  are  in  the 


anned  forces  of  our  country.  Presentation  was  made  by 
the  .Brethren  Youth  Ci-usaders. 

The  Easter  Sunrise  Service  was  in  charge  of  the  Sen- 
ior Crusaders. 

Holy  Communion  was  held  E,aster  Sunday  evening.  For 
this  Service,  the  Pastor,  Brother  Lyle  Lichtenberger  pro- 
vided a  mimeographed  folder  containing  the  sei-vice  of 
hymns  and  scriptures  to  be  used  for  the  various  parts  of 
the  Communion  service. 

JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  SECOND  BRETHREN.  "The 
PrenEaster  Services  were  very  well  attended,  for  which 
we  are  glad,"  says  the  Pastor,  Brother  .Brace  C.  Shan- 
holtz. 

Holy  Communion  was  observed  on  Easter  Sunday  eve- 
ning. 

JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  THIRD  BRETHREN.  The 
Brethren  Youth  of  the  Third  Chuixh  presented  two  .Bib- 
lical playlets,  entitled  "Silver  Shackles"  and  "The  Touch 
Of  His  Hand"  on  Sunday,  April  17th. 

JONES  MILLS,  PENNA.  VALLEY  BRETHREN.  The 
Girls'  Gospel  Team  from  Ashland  College  which  held  Pre- 
Easter  and  Easter  Services  in  this  church,  was  composed 
of  Mara  Lee  Eicher,  Alverton,  Penna.;  Edna  Linsley, 
Hubbard,  Ohio;  Shirley  Smith,  Ashland,  Ohio;  and  Lois 
Miller,  of  Shelby,  Ohio.  A  very  successful  trip  is  reported, 

MASONTOWN,  PENNA.  An  Easter  Pageant,  "Joyous 
Easter  Tiding"  was  presented  Easter  Sunday  evening.  It 
was  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Mabel  Walters,  with 
Charles  Berkshire  as  Assistant,  and  with  Mrs.  Ruth  De- 
Bolt  as  Organist.  It  included  a  Choir  of  23  voices  and  a 
Cast  of  19,  according  to  the  special  folder  printed  by 
Pastor  William  Keeling  for  the  occasion. 

PITTSBURGH,  PENNA.  Brother  Ralph  E.  Mills  con- 
ducted baptismal  services  for  eight  new  members  re- 
cently. 

Holy  Communion  is  scheduled  for  Sunday  evening, 
April  26th. 

LOUISVILLE,  OHIO.  Five  new  members  were  received 
into  the  church  on  April  1st. 

Recent  speaking  engagements  of  the  Pastor,  Brother 
L.  V.  King,  include:  April  5th,  Rebecca  Rest  Home;  April 
11th,  Radio  broadcast  over  WFAH  in  Alliance.  During 
Holy  Week,  .Brother  King  spoke  at  the  Fairhope  School, 
the  Pleasant  Grove  School,  and  at  the  Louisville  Good 
Friday  Services. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO,  PARK  STREET  BRETHREN.  On 
Easter  Sunday,  12  new  members  were  received  into  the 
Church.  Two  of  these  were  by  baptism,  and  ten  were  by 
church  letter  of  ti-ansfer. 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  Pastor  W.  S.  Crick  writes,  "We  are 
rejoicing  to  report  that  ten  went  forward  in  the  Easter 
Sunday  morning  Worship  Service.  Seven  of  these  were 
first-time    confessions,    and    three    were    reconsecrations." 

Brother  Crick  conducted  Revival  Services  in  the  Bryan, 
Ohio  church  the  two  weeks  following  Easter.  During  his 
absence  his  pulpit  was  filled  by  Preble  County  School 
Superintendent  C.  R.  Coblentz,  the  first  Sunday,  and  by 
Middletown  Public  Schools  Superintendent,  Wade  E.  Mil- 

( Continued  on  page  10) 
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FIRST  IN  A  SERIES 


"There  is  a  way  which  seemeth  right  unto  a  man,  but 
le  end  thereof  are  the  ways  of  death." — Proverbs  14:12. 

4i  i|i  Ui 

Y  7E  ARE  OFTEN  CONFUSED  these  days  on  our  at- 
W  titude  towards  certain  social  practices,  as  to 
hether  or  not  they  are  right  or  wrong. 

Young  people  and  adults  are  faced  daily  with  two  ways 
:  living— THE  WAY  OF  THE  WORLD,  and  THE  WAY 
F  THE  LORD.  Changing  social  patterns,  and  a  lenient 
;titude  toward  a  strong  moral  and  religious  code,  has 
^suited  in  a  state  of  confusion  for  many  conscientious 
hristian  people. 

Often  we  are  at  a  loss  to  know  what  is  best  for  us  and 
)r  our  youth.  And  too  often,  in  order  to  avoid  a  direct 
)nflict  on  a  particular  social  evil,  we  have  rather  si- 
nced  our  voice,  taking  a  passive  "hope  for  the  best" 
;titude. 

THAT  DAY  IS  PAST 

CHRISTIANS!— THAT  DAY  IS  PAST!  We  must  be 
ilitant  on  this  matter  of  social  evils!  The  viciousness  of 
n\,  sinful  activities  and  their  allurements,  have  made 
iep  inroads  into  our  moral  and  spiritual  consciousness, 
» that  we  are  too  often  numbed  in  our  resistance  thereof. 

In  all  of  this,  though,  we  dare  not  lose  sight  of  the 
LCt  that  God's  voice  is  the  determining  factor  as  to 
hether  a  thing  is  right  or  wrong.  It  is  our  earnest  de- 
re  that  the  voice  of  God  might  be  heard  through  the 
)ice  of  the  Church  in  this  matter — that  all  Church  mem- 
?rs  and  Christians  might  become  mighty  warriors  for 
hrist  against  evil. 

THE  WAY  OF  MAN 

If  the  twentieth  century,  thus  far,  is  to  be  remembered 
)r  any  one  thing  it  will  be  remembered  for  the  rise  of 
)phistication  in  a  people  whose  sole  aim  seems  to  be 
le  throwing  off  of  reserve,  decency,  modesty,  and  all 
oral  and  spiritual  restraint. 

The  principles  of  righteous  living,  of  respect  for  the 
)dy  and  the  soul,  so  laboriously  built  up  by  our  fore- 
ithers,  are  in  this  day  laughed  at,  sneered  at,  and  op- 
)sed  There  are  those  who  take  perfect  delight  in  doing 
vay    with  conventional  standards  and  princij)les  of  con- 


duct.  Every  law  of  decency   is  challenged  and   broken. 

Christian  ethics  of  moral  living  are  considered  "an- 
cient" and  unnecessary  in  this  "enlightened"  age. 

THIS  IS  THE  WAY  OF  MAN!  From  a  worship  of  God, 
as  did  our  forefathers,  the  twentieth  century  has  resolved 
itself  into  a  worship  of  man.  "We  are  enlightened,"  they 
say.  Truly  knowledge  is  increased,  and  along  with  it  an 
increase  in  the  vanity  of  man. 

LET  US  TAKE  WARNING,  THOUGH!  Whenever  man 
takes  the  bit  into  his  teeth  and  plunges  headlong  into  his 
self-chosen  destiny,  it  does  not  alter  the  fact  that  God 
still  has  the  final  say,  and  will  bring  judgment  to  pass. 
This  thought  should  cheer  us  as  we  face  the  grave  issues 
of  social  activity  today,  for,  our  strongest  argument 
against  giving  in  to  the  way  of  the  world  (the  way  every- 
body else  is  going)  is  that  it  is  the  way  of  death — eter- 
nal death. 

A  whole  society  may  approve  certain  standards  of  con- 
duct, style  and  dress,  but  if  it  brings  about  the  arousing 
of  evil  passions  and  awakens  the  baser  nature  of  men 
and  women,  it  is  morally  wrong  in  the  eyes  of  God.  It  is 
therefore  subject  to  His  disapproval.  Christians  in  their 
struggle  on  the  problem  of  social  activity  can  bear  this 
fact  in  mind. 

THE  WAY  OF  THE  LORD 

On  the  other  side  of  the  battle  line  is  the  place  for  all 
who  wish  to  make  no  compromise  with  evil.  We  are  told 
in  the  Scriptures  to  keep  ourselves  unspotted  from  the 
world.  Accepting  this  glorious  standard,  the  Christian 
will  "bend  over  backwards"  to  stay  away  from  evil  prac- 
tices. A  lot  of  things  which  the  Chiistian  could  probably 
do  without  harm  to  himself,  the  Christian  will  purposely 
avoid  doing  because  of  related  evil  associations.  From  1 
Corinthians  10:31,  we  leam  the  basis  for  all  Christian 
conduct.  Here  it  says,  "Whether  therefore  ye  eat.  or 
drink,  whatsoever  ye  do,  DO  ALL  TO  THE  GLORY  OF 
GOD." 

We  recognize  that  many  Christian  parents  and  chmrh 
leaders  are  concerned  about  social  pi'actices.  ^lany  par- 
ents are  really  concerned  when  these  problems  come 
home  to  them  in  the  questions  and  desires  of  their  young 
people.  In  subsequent  Editorials  in  this  series  we  plan  to 
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THE  BRETHREN   EVANGELISM 


Word    Victuves   Of 

Ghrist    III    The 

gospel   Of  John 


Each  of  the  chapters  of  the  Gospel  of  John  contain  a 
word  picture  of  Christ.  Twenty-one  Brethren  ministers 
present,  in  this  series  of  devotional  articles  the  ^e^-^lop- 
rnemt"  of  these  pictures,  chapter  by  chapter.  We  urge  you 
to  read  each  chapter,  and  each  of  the  articles  as  they 
appear;  thereby  coming  to  a  deeper  understanding  of  oiur 
Saviour,  His  purpose,  and  His  work. — iW.  S.  B. 


2.  T/ie  Son  Of  flflan  -  ^he  Social  Ghnsi 


IZev.  ®.  IZichard  Wolfe 


JESUS  CHRIST  AT  A  WEDDING!  What  a 
strange  contrast  this  presents  to  the  first  chap- 
ter of  John  which  is  so  much  concerned  with  the 
deity  of  the  Son  of  Man.  Yet,  this  is  precisely 
what  John  is  trying  to  do.  To  place  the  two  na- 
tui*es  of  Jesus  side  by  side  that  m-en  might  truly 
see  Him  as  the  Christ,  was  the  whole  purpose  of 
the  Evangelist.  It  is  strange  to  us,  living  in  an 
age  of  reason  when  men  have  long  questioned  the 
deity  of  our  Lord,  to  realize  that  the  great  the- 
ological question  of  John's  time  was  the  human- 
ity of  our  Lord.  But,  John  is  acutely  aware  of 
the  problem  and  so  hs  places  both  aspects  of  our 
Lord's  life  beside  each  other,  that  his  readers 
may  have  no  doubt  that  this  Jesus  was  "very 
God,  and  very  man." 

So,  we  find  Jesus  at  the  wedding  feast  in  the 
small  village  of  Cana,  of  Galilee.  The  time  ele- 
ment of  these  first  two  chapters  seems  to  be  im- 
portant to  John,  something  which  is  not  generally 
true  of  the  rest  of  His  gospel.  He  is  very  careful 
to  point  out  the  succession  of  days;  thei'e  are  four 
consecutive  days  mentioned  here.  On  the  first  day 
John  is  preaching  to  the  multitudes,  the  spies 
from  the  Pharisees  being  present.  On  the  second 
day  Jesus  appears  and  is  made  known  to  the  dis- 
ciples. This  is  the  first  day  which  concerns  the 
narrative  of  tho  Wedding  at  Cana.  The  next  day 
Jesus  heads  for  Galilee.  Could  it  be  that  he  has 
already  received  the  invitation  to  the  wedding? 
At  least  Jesus  attends  with  his  newly  called  dis- 
ciples. This,  we  are  told,  was  the  third  day  fol- 
lowing the    Baptist's    declaration,  "Behold,    the 


Text:  John  2:1-10 


Lamb  of  God!"  (John  says  nothing  of  the  4( 
days  in  the  wilderness,  but  the  scene  today  appar 
ently  follows  that  experience.) 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Jesus  was  invitee 
to  the  wedding.  This  should  help  us  understand 
even  better,  the  social  relationships  Jesus  appar 
ently  maintained.  He  was  invited,  not  because  H< 
was  famous,  or  well  known,  but,  because  peopl( 
liked  to  be  around  Him.  There  were  many  other! 
who  invited  Jesus  to  their  homes  for  the  sam( 
reason.  He  wasn't  a  fanatic  or  anti-social  in  anj 
respect.  He  was  the  kind  of  a  person  you  liked  t( 
invite  into  your  home  as  a  friend.  He  made  peo 
pie  feel  that  He  noticed  them  and  liked  them  a; 
people.  He  is  that  kind  of  a  Lord. 

Following  the  religious  ceremony  of  the  wed 
ding  Jesus  is  apparently  mingling  with  th( 
crowd  when  His  mother  comes  to  Him  with  th( 
news  that  the  wine  is  all  gone.  Evidently,  th( 
host  miscalculated  or  wasn't  aware  of  the  appe 
tites  of  his  guests.  At  any  rate,  a  social  calamity 
had  befallen  the  festivities,  and  Mary  hastens  t( 
inform  Jesus.  Just  what  her  motive  was  is  no 
clear.  Some  have  suggested  that  she  expected  hin 
to  perform  some  miracle.  But,  John  clearly  statei 
that  what  happened  here  was  Jesus'  first  sign. 

The  conversation  of  Jesus  with  His  mother  ha: 
been  a  constant  source  of  irritation  to  many,  foi 
it  seems,  from  the  language  that  He  is  quite  se 
vere  with  her.  If  this  were  the  case,  it  would  cer 
tainly  distract  from  our  conceptions  of  Jesus 
May  I  suggest  an  alternative  reading  to  the  fa 
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niliar  "What  have  I  to  do  with  you,  woman?" 
luch  a  translation  is  both  clumsy  and  in  error. 
Vhy  not  this?  'What  is  this  to  you  and  to  me?' 
Vhat  concern  is  this  of  ours?  We  are  but  guests 
,nd  the  wine  supply  is  certainly  not  our  respon- 
ibility.  This  translation  is  both  historically  and 
ng-uistically  accurate  and  has  been  suggested  by 
everal  outstanding  Greek  scholars. 

Nevertheless,  Mary  is  concerned  and  seems  as- 
ured  that  Jesus  will  do  something.  The  actual 
liracle  itself  is  of  minor  importance  for  our 
tudy  here.  But,  there  are  several  questions  that 
;  raises  in  our  minds.  In  the  lirst  place,  this  mir- 
cle  stands  alone.  There  is  nothing  to  compare 
dth  it  in  any  other  gospel.  It  has  no  apparent 
eligious  significance,  nor  does  it  accompany  any 
caching.  It  was  not  the  result  of  pity,  or  mercy, 
r  compassion.  It  was  just  what  it  appears  to 
e.  John  says  that  because  of  it  the  disciples  be- 
eved  on  Him.  Even  the  host  and  the  steward 
^em  unaware  that  Jesus  had  anything  to  do  with 
..  And,  never  again,  as  far  as  we  know,  does  Je- 
as  ever  use  his  power  in  such  a  way. 

That  does  not  mean,  however,  that  Jesus'  ae- 
on was  impulsive  or  without  purpose.  It  simply 
leans  that  here  is  something  so  different  that 
ohn  feels  he  must  make  mention  of  it,  simply 
)  demonstrate  that  Jesus  was  that  kind  of  a 
lOrd!  This  event,  and  everything  else  in  John's 
ospel  must  be  interpreted  in  the  light  of  the 
uthor's  one  compelling  purpose :  "  .  .  .  these  are 
-ritten  that  you  may  believe  that  Jesus  is  the 
hrist,  the  Sen  of  God,  and  that  believing  you 
lay  have  life  in  his  name."  (20:31). 

To  say  that  Jesus  is  the  Social  Christ  is  to  say 

)mething  that  needs  a  great  deal  of  clarification. 

0  much  has  been  written  of  late  concerning  this 

spect  of  our  Lord,  that  we  may  be  tempted  to 
Bad  into  this  something  that  was  n'ot  intended  by 


John.  Jesus  was  certainly  concerned  with  tho  .so- 
cial problems  of  His  day.  Human  sufferinjc  and 
poviii'iy  must  have  moved  Him  deeply.  But,  early 
in  His  ministry  Jesus  decided  that  His  great 
work  was  to  be  the  spiritual  .salvation  of  men. 
His  relationshp  to  their  .social  problems  was  al- 
ways secondary  to  His  greater  purpcse.  It  is 
wrong  to  identify  J(,'sus  with  any  one  particular 
culture  or  social  problem.  He  must  ri.se  above 
both  problems  and  culture  that  they  may  be  seen 
in  the  light  of  His  eternal  purpose.  THF]  .\EEDS 
OF  MEN  WILL  ALWAYS  BE  GREAT,  BUT 
THEIR  NEED  OF  SALVATION  WILL  AI^ 
WAYS  BE  THE  GREATEST. 

What  then  do  we  mean  by  "the  social  Christ?" 
Simply  this.  That  in  Jesus  we  find  a  Lord  who 
was  very  human.  One  who  knew  well  the  daily 
problems  of  the  people,  who  shared  these  prob- 
lems, and  still  was  able  to  rise  above  them.  He 
never  let  circumstances  destroy  the  real  i^eauty 
and  joy  of  living.  Jesus  was  never  a  victim  of 
circumstances,  but  turned  the  events  of  the  day 
into  glorious  lessons  of  faith. 

Jesus  came  to  the  wedding  an  in\ited  guest. 
He  entered  into  the  festivities  of  the  houi-  and  en- 
joyed the  pleasure  it  afforded  Him.  And,  then,  he 
added  his  bit  to  make  it  a  more  glorious  celebra- 
tion. What  a  glorious  lesson  for  us.  To  make  our 
visits  enjoyable  for  someone  else.  This  then  is 
what  we  mean  by  the  Social  Christ.  He  was  a 
part  of  the  very  lives  of  the  people  He  knew. 
They  respected  Him  and  enjoyed  His  company. 
But,  He  always  left  them  feeling  that  they  were 
in  His  debt  because  He  came.  Can  we,  as  His  fol- 
lowers do  any  less?  Do  we  leave  people  feeling 
that  we  have  added  something  to  their  own  hap- 
piness ?  Our  Lord  did ! 

— North  Manchester,  Indiana. 


NORTH  VANDERGRIFL  PENNSYLVANIA,  BRETHREN  TO 
DEDICATE  NEW  CHURCH  ON  MAY  24TH 

The  new  building  of  the    North    Vandergrift         We  cordially  invite  the  Brethren  ministers  and 


;rethren  Church  will  be  dedicated  to  God  on 
unday.  May  24th,  1953,  at  2:30  P.  M.  The  Ser- 
ice  of  Dedication  will  be  in  the  new  building 
'hich  is  located  on  Kepple  Hill  adjacent  to  North 
andergrift.  Rev.  John  F.  Locke  will  be  the  main 
peaker. 


people,  and  friends  of  the  church  to  be  present 
at  the  dedication  of  this  new  church  building. 

Cordially  and  fraternally  youi*s. 

Paul  M.  Naff,  pastor. 
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THiE  BRETHREN   EVANGELIST 


VYlissionary     Department 


FROM  JANET  AT  JOS 

(Continued) 

I  am  so  thiinkful  for  the  other  opportunities  that  are 
mine  to  teach  about  the  Christian  life.  Once  a  week  and 
on  occasional  week-ends  the  house  parents  have  time  off 
and  we  teachers  are  in  charge  at  the  Home.  Then  we  have 
the  evening  devotions  and  see  that  each  child  is  bathed 
and  tucked  safely  in  bed.  It  is  a  new  experience  for  me 
to  personally  supervise  the  bathing  of  nine  little  boys  in 
one  small  bathroom — with  a  very  bad  shortage  of  water 
at  that.  Also  I  receive  hugs  and  good-night  kisses  from 
30  or  40  children — this  excludes  our  7  big  boys,  of  course. 
This  is  quite  a  resposibility  after  a  long  day  of  teaching, 
but  it  is  a  wonderful  opportunity  too. 

On  Sunday  I  teach  the  big  boys  and  girls  in  the  junior 
high  and  high  school  Sunday  school  class.  There  are  six- 
teen in  the  class;  they  present  a  real  challenge,  especially 
since  some  of  them  come  from  non-Christian  homes.  But 
even  the  missionaries'  children  are  often  in  need  of  spir- 
itual help. 

Our  weekly  Thursday  night  Staff  prayer  meetings  help 
to  strengthen  my  Christian  life  too.  On  evei-y  other  Sun- 
day morning  after  our  worship  and  Sunday  school  at 
Hillcrest,  there  is  a  service  in  English  at  a  little  chapel 
up  on  the  hill — the  sei-vice  is  conducted  like  the  Church 
of  England,  but  a  S.  U.  M.  missionary  brings  very  fine 
Gospel  sermons.  Then  there  is  our  African  church  sei-vice 
every  Sunday  afternoon  at  3:00  under  the  mango  trees 
here  on  the  compound.  It  is  conducted  in  the  Bura  lan- 
guage for  people  of  that  tribe  who  have  come  from  the 
Garkida  area  to  work  in  Jos.  Many  of  our  workers  at 
Hillcrest  and  many  who  work  for  the  other  missions  are 
Bura  people.  Our  Hillcrest  cook,  Andu,  is  in  charge  and 
often  does  the  preaching.  We  usually  have  about  40  who 
attend  each  Sunday.  I  cannot  understand  any  of  the  lan- 
guage yet,  but  still  enjoy  singing  the  hymns  from  my 
Bura  songbook,  and  I  can  follow  the  scriptures  in  the 
Bura  Bible.  Our  offerings  are  going  to  help  one  of  the 
bush  stations. 

THE  AFRICAN  PEOPLE 

I  like  the  African  people  very  much.  Many  are  dirty 
and  uneducated,  but  most  of  them  put  us  to  shame  when 
it  comes  to  kindness  and  politeness.  They  are  very  friend- 
ly too.  When  they  become  Christians,  they  are  not  hard 
U)  accept  as  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ.  I  understand 
noU'  why  missionaries  love  their  work  among  these  peo- 
ple, I've  taken  some  short  trips  out  into  the  "bush"  around 
Jos  and  have  seen  many  African  villages  and  compounds. 
All  around  Jos  live  pagan  tribes  of  Africans — some  of  the 
most  primitive  in  Nigeria.  We  see  many  of  them  right  in 
town  with  little  or  no  clothing  on,  except  some  leaves  as 
a  skirt.  A  visit  to  an  African  hospital  at  Vom  recently 
was  interesting,  but  filled  me  with  pity  for  the  poor,  dis- 


eased people,  many  of  whom  had  to  walk  miles  to  get 
help  from  the  mission  hospital. 

S.  I.  M.  SCHOOL 

A  trip  to  the  S.  I.  M.  School  and  vacation  place  at 
Miango,  about  20  miles  fi'om  here  over  dirty  and  bumpy 
roads,  was  a  fine  experience.  The  Sudan  Interior  Mission 
has  more  than  a  thousand  missionaries  in  the  Sudan  of 
Africa  now  and  they  have  90  children  at  their  school  this 
year;  they  expect  many  more  next  year.  They  have  room 
for  no  one  except  their  own  S.  I.  M.  children.  Here  at 
Hillcrest  we  have  childx^en  from  many  cooperating  mis- 
sions which  are  too  small  to  open  schools  of  their  own. 

RECREATION  | 

When  we  have  time  (or  rather,  take  time)  for  a  little 
fun,  we  usually  go  on  a  picnic  to  the  reservoir  or  to  some 
rocks  somewhere — there  are  rocks  everywhere  on  the 
plateau — and  big  ones  too.  It's  fun  to  have  meals  and 
serve  meals  to  other  missionaries  here  on  vacation  and 
to  spend  an  evening  playing  games  with  them.  Most  of 
our  evenings  are  spent  at  school;  we  have  study  hall  four 
nights  a  week  and  we  must  take  turns  supervising.  Some- 
times I  have  charge  of  game  night.  If  it  had  not  rained 
today  I  would  have  spent  the  evening  with  the  children 
instead  of  writing  this  letter.  This  typewriter  which  was 
a  gift  of  the  Pennsylvania  District  S.  M.  M.  girls  is  really 
a  blessing  to  me.  In  addition  to  my  letter  writing,  I  use 
it  for  some  of  the  school  "correspondence,  printing  the 
school   newspaper  and  preparing  lessons  for  classes. 

BOB  AND  BEA  BISCHOF 

Although  Bob  and  Bea  are  only  about  500  miles  from 
here,  it  takes  longer  to  get  mail  from  them  (about  a 
month)  than  it  does  from  the  States.  The  Bischofs  will 
have  their  vacation  time  the  same  as  mine,  next  Decem- 
ber and  January;  so  I  plan  to  visit  them  at  Lassa  then. 
That  seems  like  a  long  time,  but  it  will  go  very  fast  I  am 
sure.  It  is  nice  to  know  that  they  are  in  the  same  coun- 
try, even  if  I  can't  see  them  for  a  while. 

I  am  very  anxious  to  visit  the  C.  B.  M.  stations  and 
especially  to  visit  the  Higi  area  where  our  own  Brethren 
Church  is  planning  to  open  a  new  mission  station  if  they 
are  assigned  that  area.  There  is  such  a  need  for  more 
workers,  and  how  I  pray  that  God  will  lead  many  of  our 
young  people  to  answer  His  call  and  prepare  for  service 
in  the  future  here  in  Nigeria  as  well  as  in  other  needy 
countries  of  the  world. 

Yours  in  Him, 

Janet. 


Have  You  Given  Your  Best 
For  Foreign  Missions? 


VPRIL  25,   1958 
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Young  Men  and  Boys' 
Brotherhood  Program 

Percy  C.  Miller,  Topic  Editor 
Program  for  May 

"THE  UNFINISHED  PURPOSES  OF  LIFE" 
Scripture  Lesson:   Deuteronomy   34 

Some  scenes  in  the  Bible  live  in  our  memories.  That  is, 
hey  live  in  our  imagination  but  we  do  not  know  too  much 
i  the  contents.  Note  some  of  the  following  scenes:  (1) 
Abraham  offering  up  his  son,  Isaac.  (2)  Lament  of  David 
ver  Saul  and  Jonathan.  (3)  Cry  of  David's  broken  heart 
ver  Absalom.  (4)  Job  sitting  among  the  ruins  of  past 
irosperity  in  sackcloth  and  ashes.  (5)  Judas  betraying  his 
laster  in  the  garden  with  a  kiss.  (6)  Jesus  dying  upon 
he  cross. 

There  are  other  scenes  not  in  our  imagination  but  they 
hould  be.  Read  again  Deut.  34:4.  Moses  was  looking  into 
he  Land  of  Promise.  For  40  years  he  and  his  people  had 
.spired.  It  is  before  him  but  in  a  few  short  hours  it  will 
•e  called  hence;  a  great  pm-pose  of  life  still  unrealized. 
)thers  have  had  high  hopes,  but  imrealized  even  though 
t  came  into  view. 

Each  of  us  share  the  experience  of  Moses  in  this  mat- 
er. Every  life  tells  stories  of  an  unfinished  purpose.  None 
f  us  fully  succeeds  in  becoming  what  he  meant  to  be. 
Jight  falls  before  our  day's  work  is  done.  Some,  how- 
ver,  have  said  that  life  has  given  all  they  asked  from  it. 
Tieir  aims  have  been  realized.  Tasks  have  been  com- 
ileted,  All  hopes  have  been  fulfilled.  They  may  have  never 
lad  the  thrill  of  a  great  purpose.  They  have  had  no  vision 
f  an  endless  task.  If  you  set  a  low  aim,  making  money, 
•chieving  worldly  success  and  popularity,  you  may  reach 
'our  aim.  We  cease  to  be  men  in  proportion  as  we  cease 
o  aspire.  If  we  are  satisfied  with  past  success,  we  fail 
0  realize  the  greatness  of  life. 

The  greatest  of  souls  found  their  hopes  unfulfilled. 
Abraham  never  saw  the  promise  of  God  fulfilled.  Moses 
lever  entered  the  Land  of  Promise.  David  planned  the 
emple  but  did  not  build  it.  Paul  longed  to  see  Rome, 
•ut  when  he  did  it  was  in  chains.  Many  modern  souls 
lave  died  without  reaching  their  desired  destiny.  Some 
night  call  these  men  failures.  A  scholar  of  the  Bible 
:omes  to  his  end  feeling  he  has  only  been  gathering  a 
ew  pebbles  on  the  shore  of  the  great  ocean  of  ti-uth. 
Cven  the  Christian  comes  to  the  end  of  the  way  feeling 
hat  many  evil  passions  ai-e  still  unconquered.  He  is  still 
ar  from  being  the  man  he  wanted  to  be.  .Building 
Christ's  Kingdom  is  a  task  of  endurance. 

Yes,  life  is  an  unfinished  symphony;  an  incomplete  his- 
.ory  or  story;  really  a  prophecy  rather  than  a  history. 
We  hear  God's  word:  "I  have  caused  thee  to  see  it  with 
;hine  eyes,  but  thou  shalt  not  go  over  thither."  But  re- 
nember  that  the  incompleteness  of  our  lives  is  testimony 
)f  their  greatness.  If  each  life's  story  was  rounded  off, 
ife  would  lose  half  of  its  meaning.  The  fact  is  that  we 


fail  to  understand  the  meaning  of  life  until  we  nee  it  an 
a  part  of  a  larger  purp'>Ke  of  CjoiI.  The  greatne«8  of 
Moses  was  not  in  what  he  accomplished  but  what  he  did 
for  the  world:  The  growth  of  I.srael's  life;  the  nation 
which  was  to  be  a  blessing  to  all  mankind,  to  achieve  the 
purpose  of  redemption.  Mo.ses  could  not  have  done  more 
than  he  did.  He  played  the  part  God  intended  for  him  to 
play  in  the  marvelous  story.  His  life  formed  the  link  in 
the  long  chain  of  God's  purpose.  He  laid  the  foundation 
well,  deep,  and  strong,  so  others  could  build  up<jn  it. 

IS  IT  NOT  THE  SAME  WITH  US?  If  we  have  lived  a* 

God  would  have  us  live,  have  we  lived  in  vain?  What  does 
it  matter  if  our  lives  and  our  plans  have  been  frustratf-d? 
Have  our  lives  been  such  that  others  could  build  upon? 
Will  our  children  of  the  future  rise  up  and  call  us 
blessed?  The  journey  to  the  Land  of  Promise  is  not  a 
journey  of  a  single  life  but  a  march  of  the  whole  human 
race.  God  will  judge  us  by  our  inner  aim.  Man  judges  man 
by  his  outward  achievements.  Some  of  the  greatest  lives 
have  been  counted  failures  by  man.  It  is  what  you  try  to 
do,  and  what  you  would  do  if  you  had  the  opportunity, 
that  counts  with  God.  He  makes  allowances  for  what  we 
cannot  do. 

The  very  incompleteness  of  our  lives  is  pledge  of  our 
immortality.  No  one  knows  the  substance  of  the  soul.  We 
hereby  know  that  man  is  given  a  task  which  this  mortal 
life  can  not  solve,  being  too  short.  This  distinguishes  man 
from  the  rest  of  creation.  The  brute  creatures  know- 
nothing  of  an  unfinished  task.  Their  work  is  ended  when 
their  life  is  done.  Man  dies  still  aspiring.  He  cariies  with 
him  a  call  to  a  task  which  requires  eternity  for  its  ful- 
fillment. God  would  not  inspire  men  with  a  purpose  for 
achievement  of  which  life  is  all  too  short,  if  there  was 
not  another  life  in  which  it  could  be  fulfilled.  By  faith 
in  God  and  our  faithfulness  to  Him,  the  Land  of  Prom- 
ise will  be  revealed  to  us  all. 

SUBSCRIBE 


NOW! 


THE  NEED  IS  URGENT  that  we  get  THE  BRETH- 
REN EVANGELIST  into  as  many  homes  of  the  Denom- 
ination as  possible.  Ahead  of  us  are  many  plans  for 
growth,  advancement  and  projects,  as  a  Church.  Our  peo- 
ple, to  be  a  bigger  and  better  Brethren  Church  need  to 
know  what  is  going  on.  This  they  will  learn  through  the 
pages  of  THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST. 

THE  EVANGELIST  is  your  servant  to  help  your 
church  grow. 

If  your  church  is  not  already  lOO^r,  let's  complete  the 
plans  to  make  it  so.  Recent  issues  of  THE  EVANGELIST 
have  contained  helps  on  making  your  church  lOO'^r. 
W.  S.  B.  Editor. 
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THE   BRETHREN   EVANGELIST 


COLLEGE  CORNER 
BRETHREN  CHURCH 


R.  F.  D.  No.  3 


Wabash,  Indiana 


Editor's  Note:  Brother  Minegar  sent  us  these  cuts  of 
the  College  Corner  Brethren  Church,  and  the  following 
report.  In  addition  to  the  facts  of  the  report,  he  is  inter- 
ested that  people  might  know  the  location  of  the  Church, 
as  confusion  sometimes  arises,  as  he  points  out. — 
W.  S.  B. 


The  mailing  address  of  the  College  Corner  Brethren 
Church  is  Wabash,  Indiana,  R.  F.  D.  No.  3,  and'  it  is  lo- 
cated in  a  rich  rural  farming  district,  about  7  miles  south 
of  the  city  of  Wabash,  Indiana,  in  Waltz  Township.  Our 
Church  is  not  to  be  confused  with  "College  Comer,  Indi- 
ana," for  that  community  is  a  small  town  about  25  miles 
south  of  Richmond,  Indiana,  and  part  of  it  is  in  Ohio,  and 
part  in  Indiana,  which  part  is  known  as  West  College 
Corner,  Indiana. 

Concerning  our  Church  name,  there  is  quite  a  story  con- 
nected with  it.  It  seems  that  a  good  many  years  ago, 
when  the  church  stood  on  the  opposite  corner  than  where 
it  is  now  located,  there  was  a  family  who  lived  close  by, 
and  whose  son,  at  the  completion  of  his  elementary  school, 
went  to  college.  Which  one,  no  one  now  seems  to  know, 
but  to  identify  him,  the  people  would  say,  "The  boy  at 
the  comer  that  went  to  college."  Soon  this  particular  cor- 
ner which  is  just  a  "T"  road  comer,  became  known  as 
College  Comer.  Likewise,  the  Church  became  known  then 
as  the  'College  Corner  Church,"  which  name  has  stuck 
down  through  the  years.  We  here  at  College  Comer 
are,  too,  proud  of  it.  So  often  people  try  to  find  us  by 
looking  for  a  town  named  "College  Corner,"  which  of 
course  it  is  not  possible  to  do. 

Being  in  Waltz  Township,  near  Wabash,  Indiana,  we 
again  are  proud  of  our  location.  Here  we  have  a  wonder- 
ful spirit  of  unity  and  co-operation  of  the  six  churches  in 
the  towTiship;  the  Methodist,  two  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  churches,  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  the  Wes- 
leyan  Methodist  and  the  Brethren.  For  fifteen  years,  these 
churches  have  had  a  Union  Pre-Easter  Series  of  Services, 
each  night  throughout  the  entire  Holy  Week,  each  night 
in.  a   different    Church.    Xo    PaRtor    speaks    in    his     own 


church,  but  in  his  brother's.  Nowhere  have  I  seen  a  finer 
Christian  fellowship  of  different  Denominations  as  I 
have  seen  here;  all  interested  in  the  ONE  and  most  VI- 
TAL thing,  the  salvation  of  Souls." 

lEach  year,  for  three  years,  now  we  have  had  a  two- 
week  "tent-meeting,"  obtaining  some  very  good  and  out- 
standing Evangelist.  The  first  year,  we  had  Eddie  Wag- 
goner. Two  years  ago,  we  had  Jack  Anderson,  and  last 
year  it  was  Pete  Riggs.  For  this  year,  we  have  already 
hired  Evangelist  Gamble  of  South  Carolina,  with  the 
meetings  scheduled  to  start  on  August  16th. 

Waltz  Township  has  held  a  "Union  Sunday  Night  Ser- 
vice" the  third  Sunday  night  of  the  month,  bringing  in 
good  guest  speakers  with  the  Gospel  message,  by  way  of 
preparation  for  the  coming  "Tent-meetings." 

We  here  in  Waltz  Township  do  praise  God,  for  He  has 
indeed  blessed  this  community  in  many  wonderful  ways. 


ERNEST  BIINEGAR 


APRIL  25,  1953 


l'Ar;K  NINK 


INTERIOR  VIEW 


OF  THE  CHURCH 


Out  of  the  1952  tent-meeting,  we  I'eceived  and  baptized 
5.  Many,  many  more  decisions,  one  way  or  another,  were 
made  for  Christ.  These  services  were  announced  from  the 
Radio  Station  in  Indianapolis.  Many  people  came  from 
quite  a  distance,  with  many  of  the  decisions  which  were 
made  for  Christ,  coming  from  neighboring  cities,  near  and 
far. 

So,  it  proves  to  me  at  least,  that  co-operation  of 
churches,  of  different  Denominations,  if  done  in  the  right 
spirit,  pays  big  dividends.  None  of  our  churches  here  are 
of  the  selfish  type,  hoping  to  build  up  their  own  numbers. 
Our  objective  is  that  all  may  come  to  know  Jesus  Christ 
as  Saviour,  whether  they  live  in  Wabash  County,  or  a 
hundred  miles  from  here.  We  are  interested  in  saving 
souls,  and  we  praise  God  for  the  way  He  has  blessed  our 
Labors,  for  they  have  not  been  in  vain.  We  give  Him  all 
the  Honor  and  Glory. 

As  to  our  repox-t  for  the  calendar  year  of  1952,  we 
present  the  following: 

We  received  into  membership,  by  confession,  4;  by  let- 
ter, 1.  We  lost  by  death,  1;  by  letter,  3.  This  makes  a 
?ain  of  one  member.  The  Pastor  made  170  calls,  con- 
iucted  2  weddings  and  2  anointings.  Attendance  at 
Spring  communion  was  45  and  Fall  communion,  51.  Our 
Laymen,  Brethi-en  Youth,  Signal  Lights  and  Sisterhood 
groups  met  regularly  throughout  the  year. 

More    recent    activities    we    would    like    to    report:    Our 


".Brethren  Youth"  took  charge  of  the  Sunday  School,  Sun- 
day morning,  February  1st,  acting  as  Superintendent  and 
other  Officers,  with  classes  also  being  taught  by  the 
youth.  This  was  educational  for  them;  they  are  very  will- 
ing which  means  a  lot  in  this  day  and  age.  On  January 
25th,  the  Sisterhood  girls  held  their  public  service,  giv- 
ing a  very  nice  program  and  receiving  an  offering  for 
$19.32. 

The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  went  by  bus  on  Jan- 
uary 29th  for  a  visit  to  the  Brethren's  Home,  at  Flora, 
Indiana.  There  they  showed  some  pictures  which  some  of 
our  people  had  taken  while  on  a  trip  to  Florida.  Also, 
they  presented  "Knee-wamiers,"  made  by  the  W.  M.  S., 
to  the  folks  at  the  Home. 

To  prepare  and  send  a  box  for  our  only  seiAiceman, 
Robert  Trent,  who  is  now  serving  in  Korea,  the  Brethren 
Youth  met  on  January  11th  in  the  parsonage. 

On  January  18th,  the  W.  M.  S.  held  an  all  day  meet- 
ing of  prayer  in  the  home  of  ilr.  and  ^Irs.  Ernest  Kui-ts. 
Mrs.  Herman  Hood  was  the  leader  in  the  morning  session, 
and  Mrs.  Ruth  Draper  was  in  charge  in  the  afternoon. 
The  book  review  was  given  by  Mrs.  Harry  Knee.  The 
nearness  of  God  was  felt  in  this  helpful  meeting. 

We  covet  the  prayei-s  and  interests  of  the  Brother- 
hood. 

Ernest  Minegar. 


WAYNE  HEIGHTS  DEDICATION  SET 

FOR  MAY  3RD 


DEDICATION  SERVICES  for  the  new  WAYNE  to  word  received  from  Brother  N.  Victor  Leathemian. 
HEIGHTS  BRETHREN  CHURCH,  near  Waynesboro,  Pastor.  All  area  Brethren  are  cordially  invited  to  attend. 
Pennsylvania,  will  be  held  on  Sunday,  May  3rd,  according  l|i  l|^  (|i 
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deal  with  some  specific  problems  along  the  line  suggested 
hei-ein. 

THE   REAL   PROBLEM 

The  real  problem  confronting  us  as  Christians  is 
whether  or  not  we  are  going  to  change  our  thinking  on 
social  amusements  in  the  light  of  present  day  trends,  or 
whether  or  not  we  are  going  to  strive  to  maintain  a 
standard  which  will  be  fully  pleasing  to  God.  It  is  easy 
to  say  that  we  will  stay  on  God's  standard — but,  the  in- 
terpretation of  that  standaixl  as  it  relates  to  a  constantly 
changing  pattern  of  thinking  is  something  else.  THERE- 
IN IS  THE  PROBLEM,  and  we  gravely  recognize  it  as 
such — for  if  we  are  led  too  much  by  the  accepted  prac- 
tices of  men — it  is  the  way  (right  unto  man)  unto  death. 

Let  us  be  prayerfully  considering  this  serious  problem, 
praying  that  out  of  our  consideration,  that  we  as  a  peo- 
ple might  become  more  stabilized  in  our  approach  to  this 
problem  of  right  or  wrong.  (The  next  Editorial  in  this 
series  will  appear  on  the  subject,  "God  Has  A  Standard," 
in  the  May  16th  issue.)— W.  S.  B. 


Items     of   General    Interest 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 


ler,   the   second    Sunday.   The   first   Sunday's   service   was 
sponsored  by  the  Gratis  Brethren  Youth. 

The  Young  People's  Sunday  School  Class  has  sponsored 
the  installing  of  fluorescent  lighting  fixtures  in  the  Gratis 
Brethren  Church  basement. 

DAYTON,  OHIO.  The  Pastor,  .Brother  Percy  C.  Miller 
was  guest  speaker  on  Tuesday  evening  of  Holy  Week  at 
the  Pleasant  Hill  Church. 

The  Dayton  Easter  Sunrise  Sei-vice  was  followed  by  a 
Breakfast  sponsored  by  the  Laymen,  and  sei-ved  by  the 
Youth  Group. 

ROANN,  INDIANA.  The  W.  M.  S.  Public  Sei-vice  was 
scheduled  to  be  given  on  Sunday,  Apiil  19th. 

NAPPANEE,  INDIANA.  Baptismal  sei-vices  were  con- 
ducted on  Easter  Sunday  afternoon,  and  also  on  the  Sun- 
day following  Easter,  by  the  Pastor,  Brother  V.  E.  Meyer. 

Brother  Meyer  says  that  they  have  reached  a  milestone 
in  reducing  the  debt  on  their  church  building  as  a  result 
of  Palm  Sunday's  Cash  Day  offering  of  $1792.06. 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  A  new  Bulletin  Board  for  the 
Church  was  recently  installed  by  the  Cioisader's  Class.  It 
is   lighted,  and  is  to  be  landscaped  with  evergreen  soon. 

WARSAW,  INDIANA.  Brother  (Eugene  J.  Beekley  has 
announced  to  his  congregation  that  he  has  been  accepted 


into  the  USAF  Reserves  as  a  Chaplain,  subj<>ct  to  future 
call.  The  date  of  his  leaving  is  not  knowii  as  yet. 

Easter  attendance  is  reported  as  303.  Four  came  for- 
wai"d,  milking  a  total  of  15  in  three  weeks. 

The  Ashland  College  A  Cappella  Choir  sang  in  the 
Warsaw  church  on  April  10th. 

OAKVILLE,  INDIANA.  On  Easter  Sunday  morning, 
the  Cantata,  "The  First  Easter,"  was  presented. 

The  evening  sei-vice  featured  the  Easter  film,  "I  Beheld 
His  Glory." 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  Fi-om  the  April  5th  bulletin  we 
learn  that  Brother  Willis  E.  Ronk,  who  has  been  serious- 
ly ill  is  now  at  home  and  continues  to  improve.  We  are 
glad  to  report  this  impi'ovement,  and  to  suggest  that  the 
Brotherhood  continue  to  uphold  Brother  Ronk  in  prayer. 

CERRO  GORDO,  ILLINOIS.  The  Easter  Pageant-  Can- 
tata, "Fairest  Lord  Jesus,"  was  presented  by  the  church 
at  the  Easter  evening  sei'\'ice. 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  A  baptismal  sei-vice 
was  held  on  Palm  Sunday  afternoon. 

Tuesday  evening,  following  Easter,  the  Milledgeville 
church  became  a  delegation,  traveling  to  Lanark,  Illinois, 
to  visit  in  the  Lanark  Revival. 

The  Community  Good  Friday  Service  was  held  in  our 
Church. 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  Brother  Spencer  Gentle  writes  in 
his  bulletin,  "Our  Pre-Easter  Services  were  well  attended, 
and  the  Lord  blessed  us  in  our  worship." 

TUCSON,  ARIZONA.  At  a  recent  business  meeting, 
the  church  voted  to  proceed  with  plans  for  the  building  of 
more  Sunday  School  rooms.  Brother  Vernon  D.  Grisso 
says  that  they  will  build,  only  as  rapidly  as  they  are 
financially  able  to  do  so  without  indebtedness.  (A  recent 
leport  on  the  Tucson  w^ork  in  THE  EVANGELIST  ex. 
plained  how  this  additional  building  program  can  pro 
ceed. ) 

Thirty-two  new  members  were  received  into  the  Church 
on  Palm  Sunday.  Seventeen  of  them  were  by  Baptism, 
and  fifteen  were  by  Relation,  from  the  Brethren  and  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren — people  who  have  moved  to  Tuc- 
son from  other  localities — proving  the  wisdom  and.  good 
judgment  of  our  leaders  and  the  Mission  Board  in  start- 
ing this  work  at  Tucson.  The  membership  now  stands 
at  103. 

Brother  Grisso  also  gives  us  the  attendance  figures  for 
Easter  Sunday.  There  were  144  in  Sunday  School,  175 
in  the  Worship  Sei-vice,  and  104  at  the  evening  Choir 
Vesper  Music  program.  Attendance  at  the  Holy  Thurs- 
day Communion  was  65. 
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How  About 

Your  Offerings??    i 


FOREIGN   MISSIONARY  OFFERING 

( Easter ) 

Rake  checks  to  The  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren 
Church,  and  address  The  Missionary  Board  of  the  Breth- 
ren Church,  524  College  Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio. 


APRII.  2r),   1953 


Spiritual  flDebitations 


Rev.   Dyoll   Belot« 


RELIGION  AND  TROUBLE 

"Blessed  is  the  man  whose  strength  is  in  thee;  in  whose 
heart  are  thy  ways.  Who  going  through  the  vale  of  mis- 
ery use  it  for  a  well;  and  the  pools  are  filled  with  water." 
Psalm  84:5,  6. 


M' 


ANY  PEOPLE  PERSIST  in  thinking  that  religion  is 
insurance  against  trouble.  But  such  is  not  the  case. 
God  did  not  protect  His  Son  against  persecution,  pain  and 
death.  Instead  He  gave  Him  grace  to  accept  these  things 
with  courage,  patience  and  obedience.  Three  trials — sor- 
row, suffering  and  death — and  who  of  us  escapes  any  of 
these  ?  The  great  difference  between  individuals  lies  not 
so  much  in  the  nature  of  the  troubles  which  assail  us, 
one  meeting  trouble  while  another  escapes  it:  but  HOW 
do  we  meet  it  ? 

Twe  Christian  women,  both  spiritual  forces  in  the 
Kingdom  were  injured  in  an  accident.  A  friend  asked 
another  friend  of  the  two  injured  parties,  "Where  were 
the  Guardian  Angels?"  "On  the  job  as  usual,"  replied  the 
first  friend,  "keeping  them  from  fear,  shock  and  rebel- 
lion." One  of  the  first  questions  asked  by  one  of  the  in- 
jured parties  was,  "What  lesson  do  you  suppose  God  has 
for  us  in  this?"  That  sort  of  attitude  about  an  experience 
such  as  theirs  constitutes  an  exemplification  of  the  sec- 
tion of  our  text,  which  reads:  "Who  going  through  the 
vale  of  misery  use  it  for  a  well."  And  Christian  faith 
that  will  sustain  such  an  attitude  toward  trial  and  mis- 
fortune will  speed  the  processes  of  recovery." 

"And  the  pools  are  filled  with  water."  The  source  of 
supply  for  the  trials  and  hardships  and  misfortunes  and 
anxieties  of  life  is  inexhaustible.  And  those  who  have 
tested  these  "pools"  have  found  them  sufficient  and  sat- 
isfying. How  do  our  religion  and  our  troubles,  perplexi- 
ties, doubts,  temptations,  "work  together  for  good"  to  the 
strengthening  of  our  faith  and  the  patient  endurance  of 
the  working  out  of  God's  will  in  our  lives  ? 

— Linwood,  Maryland. 


GK 
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FLORA,  INDIANA 

The  Flora,  Indiana  church  is  going  forward  and  mak- 
ing some  very  commendable  gains  in  spite  of  the  diffi- 
culties   it   has   faced   in   the   last   year,   having   to    supply 
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the  pulpit  for  four  months  while  the  paHU^r  wan  convaI*rK- 
cing  following  a  serious  illness.  But  we  are  glad  Uj  re- 
port that  we  are  ba/;k  in  full  swing  again,  and  «ince  we 
have  been  back  we  have  baptized  and  received  into  the 
church  17  members.  This  is  not  all  gain  for  we  have  had 
three  deaths  and  have  lost  some  by  letter. 

A  new  loof  was  put  on  the  church,  a  new  outside  bul- 
letin board  was  built  out  of  .stone  and  brick  on  the  church 
lawn,  several  new  tables  for  the  Primaiy  department  were 
purchased,  and  a  new  loof  put  on  the  paisonage  following 
a  recent  fiie,  and  new  pulpit  fui-niture  was  installed.  'ITiis 
was  a  gift  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raymond  Kuns  of  Tucson, 
Arizona,  and  Mi-,  and  Mrs.  Russell  Kuns  of  Flora,  as  a 
memorial  to  their  father  and  mother,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Amos 
Kuns,  who  were  members  of  this  chuich  for  many  years. 

We  have  obsei-ved  all  the  special  days  of  our  denomi- 
ination.  We  have  had  as  special  speakers  recently:  A  i-ep- 
resentative  of  the  Indiana  Temperance  League,  Mrs. 
Joyce  Sayloi',  of  Winona  Lake,  who  gave  the  book  review 
for  the  W.  M.  S.  in  a  joint  service  with  the  Burlington 
W.  M.  S.,  and  Rev.  John  Locke  who  was  our  evangelist. 
A   report  of  our  meeting  was  made  some  time  ago. 

A  district  Sisterhood  girls  rally  was  held  in  this  church 
last  Wednesday  evening,  April  8th,  and  the  Laymen  held 
their  Father  and  Son  banquet  on  April  13th.  We  have 
regular  services  at  the  Brethren's  Home  every  Thursday 
afternoon.  We  join  in  all  the  union  services  of  our  Com- 
munity. 

The  pastor  spoke  to  a  large  group  of  High  School  stu- 
dents, giving  them  the  Easter  story,  and  also  spoke  at 
the  Good  Friday  service  in  the  Baptist  church,  and  took 
part  in  the  Sunrise  service  in  the  Presbyterian  church  on 
Easter  morning. 

At  the  recent  business  meeting  the  church  gave  a  unani- 
imous  call  to  the  pastor  to  serve  for  another  year,  with 
the  privilege  of  helping  in  two  evangelistic  meetings.  We 
have  called  Rev.  and  Mrs.  H.  lE.  Ricker,  of  Peru,  to  con- 
duct our  meetings  this  fall.  We  praise  the  Loi-d  for  vic- 
tories won  and  ask  a  continued  interest  in  your  prayers. 

— C.  A.  Stewart. 

ARDMORE,  INDIANA 

I  am  sending  a  few  items  of  general  interest  from  our 
Ardmore  Brethren  Church,  to  share  with  the  other  read- 
ers of  THE  EVANGELIST. 

Beginning  March  1st,  Rev.  Arthur  Tinkel,  Ji.,  became 
our  full  time  Pastor.  His  fine  gospel  messages  are  su- 
perb, as  is  also  the  singing  he  and  Mrs.  Tinkel  bring  to 
the  congregation. 

Pre-Easter  Holy  Week  Revival  Services  were  conducted 
by  the  Pastor,  and  an  afternoon  Good  Friday  Service  was 
held  •with  the  Rev.  Gordon  .Bacon,  Pastor  of  the  Elkhart, 
Indiana,  United  Missionary  Chui'ch  speaking. 

Easter  Sunday  began  with  a  Sunrise  Service  followed 
by  breakfast  being  served  in  the  church  basement.  The 
Sunday  School  goal  of  225  was  easily  made,  with  the  Mis- 
sion offering  amounting  to  $266.00,  with  possibly  more 
coming  in.  During  the  morning  worship  service  a  number 
of  babies  and  children  were  dedicated  to  the  Loixi  Jesus. 

Baptismal  services  were  held  Easter  Sunday  afternoon 
(Continued  on  page   14) 
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THiE   BRETHREN   EVANGELLS'J 


Topic  For  May  3,  1953 

YE  SHALL  BE  WITNESSES  IN  JIDEA  AND 

SAMARL\   (In  America) 

1.  THE  HOxME  BASE.  Young  people,  I  wonder  what 
sort  of  picture  the  words  "Home  Missions"  brings  into 
your  mind?  During  the  discussion  I  would  like  to  en- 
lighten you  on  the  work  of  our  Mission  Work  in  Amer- 
ica. The  brethren  foreign  missionary  enterprise,  as  its 
name  implies,  aims  at  carrying  the  Christian  Gospel  to 
foreign  lands.  In  order  to  accomplish  this,  there  must  be: 
(1)  an  organization  at  HOME  which  will  secure  the 
formation  of  a  program  upon  which  dependence  for  sup- 
port can  be  placed,  (The  Local  Church);  (2)  the  creation 
and  circulation  of  a  literature  that  shall  keep  interest 
alive  and  at  the  same  time  broaden  and  deepen  it,  (The 
Brethren  Publishing  Company);  (3)  the  training  of  the 
young  people  in  the  Church,  that  Missionary  Candidates 
may  not  be  lacking,  (Ashland  College  and  Seminary); 
(4)  and  above  all  else,  the  creation  and  perpetuation  of 
such  a  spiritual  feeling  throughout  the  Church  and  among 
all  peoples,  that  the  very  temper  and  spirit  of  Jesus 
Christ  shall  live  anew  in  the  hearts  of  all  His  followers, 
and  that  through  them  His  life  may  flow  forth  to  the 
world  lying  in  darkness,  (Christian  Individual).  Without 
this  HOME  BASE  there  could  be  no  permanent  foreign 
missions.  W^at  does  it  all  mean?  It  means  that  the 
Christian  ideal  for  America,  the  purpose  for  which  home 
missions  exists,  is  that  all  places  and  all  people  may  be 
reached  with  the  Christian  gospel  and  with  a  Chi'istian 
ministry  to  every  form  of  human  need. 

2  FUNCTIONS  OF  HOME  MISSIONS.  What,  then  are 
the  functions  that  home  missions  have  to  perform  in  the 
life  of  the  church  today  in  the  light  of  our  changing 
world  with  its  problems?  It  is  my  thought  that  an  enter- 
prise of  home  missions  is  needed  today  to  sei-ve  the 
church   in   the   discharge   of  four  distinctive   functions: 

(1)  TO  PIONEER.  There  are  still  fields  unoccupied, 
populations  unreached,  vital  human  needs  unmet.  The 
church  needs  still  to  be  adventurous,  and  experimental, 
to  develop  now  programs  or  methods  or  organizations  to 
meet  any  .special  needs  that  may  emerge.  The  home  mis- 
sions enterprise  is  that  pioneering  force  in  the  church 
today  as  it  has  always  been  in  the  past.  It  is  evident  to 
us  from  the  tremendous  work  that  has  been  done  at  our 
Home  Mission  Field  in  Lost  Creek,  Kentucky  which  has 
been  well  directed  by  Rev.  and  Mis.  George  Di-ushal  and 
their  family.  Tlu-y  have  also  helped  to  direct  work  at 
Haddix,  Rowdy,  and  Krypton,  Kentucky  where  the  Kinzies 
have  also  done  such  a  fine  piece  of  work. 

(2)  TO  ADJUST.  Foi-  the  church  to  remain  static 
means  to  lose  ground.  Wo  have  an  adjusting  agency  in 
our  Brethren  Mission  Board  which  with  its  directing 
boards  and  councils  is  able  to  further  direct  greater 
work  among  our  churches  in  America. 


(3)  TO  SUSTAIN.  While  many  things  must  change, 
many  others  should  endure,  in  the  work  of  the  Church  as 
elsewhere.  The  mission  board  enables  many  churches  at 
home  to  remain  on  their  feet  as  it  were  and  gives  them  a 
chance  to  carry  out  their  particular  mission  work  for  the 
Lord. 

(4)  TO  INTERPRET.  One  of  the  most  important  re- 
sults of  the  missionary  program  of  the  church  is  to  keep 
alive  in  the  church  the  desire  to  be  a  missionary  organi- 
zation. The  unselfish  missionary  spirit  in  the  church  has 
had  much  to  do  with  developing  the  spirit  of  brotherhood 
in  the  Nation  at  large.  Our  mission  board  has  interpieted 
our  missionary  zeal  by  the  use  of  literature  ,and  written 
information  which  has  been  printed  at  our  Brethren  Pub- 
lishing Company  at  Ashland,  Ohio.  These  four  functions 
together  constitute  an  ample  justification  for  a  continu- 
ing enterprise  of  HOME  MISSIONS  in  the  life  of  the 
Brethren  Church  today. 

3.  EVANGELIZATION— THE  NiEED.  The  North 
American  Home  Missions  Congress,  held  in  Washington, 
D.  C,  in  1930,  defined  the  total  "home  mission  of  the 
church"  as  "the  effort,  in  the  spirit  of  Christ  and  in  ful- 
fillment of  His  great  commission,  to  win  to  Christian  dis- 
cipleship  the  people  of  North  America  and  to  Christianize 
the  life  of  our  nations."  Its  more  specific  definition  of 
home  field,  emphasizes  the  following  objectives  which  we 
of  the  .Brethren  Church  hold  dear  to  our  own  program: 

(1)  To  win  men  and  women  to  discipleship  of  Jesus 
Christ,  to  unite  them  with  other  disciples  in  the  fellow- 
ship of  the  Christian  church,  and  to  educate  them  for 
worship  and  service  at  home  and  abroad  by  helping  them 
to  discover  and  to  accept  for  themselves  and  for  society 
at   large   the   full   consequences   of  Christian  discipleship. 

(2)  To  make  the  church  available  to  those  sections  of 
America  that  lack  its  ministry.  (3)  To  supply  adequate 
church  leadership  where  the  work  of  the  present  church 
is  unsuccessful  or  inadequate. 

4.  THE  YOUTH  OF  OUR  CHURCH  ARE  HELPING! 
The  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church  appreci- 
ates greatly  the  work  and  vision  of  Brethren  Youth,  their 
Board,  and  their  Director.  To  point  out  the  broad  scope 
of  our  Brethren  Youth  program,  I  would  like  to  remind 
you  that  we  of  Brethren  Youth  were  responsible  for  the 
purchase  of  the  Brethren  Youth  portable  chapel  recently 
used  at  Wayne  Heights,  Pennsylvania,  and  which  will 
be  used  in  the  near  future  at  the  home  mission  church  at 
Newark,  Ohio.  At  the  present  Brethren  Youth  has  taken 
upon  itself  the  raising  of  $5,000  for  classrooms  and  gym- 
nasium at  our  Lost  Creek,  Kentucky  Mission.  I  hope  that 
even  at  this  time  as  you  and  your  group  read  this  article 
that  there  is  activity  in  your  organization  concerning 
this  project.  We  need  your  interest  and  your  gifts.  Your 
dollars  will  advance  His  service  by  helping  Brethren 
Youth  accomplish  its  pui-pose.  We  of  Brethren  Youth 
have  but  one  purpose— to  WIN  SOULS  FOR  CHRIST 
through  the  young  people  of  the  Brethren  Church.  Every 
activity  stems  from  a  deep  desire  to  see  Christ's  work 
carried  forward. 

5.  WILL  YOU  ANSWiER  THE  CALL!  The  Home  Mis- 
sion Board  needs  almost  300  new  members  to  reach  the 
1000  mark  in  the  membership  of  our  ten  dollar  club. 
Young  people  do  your  part  in  helping'  to  promote  this  club 
by  reminding  your  families  and  friends  at  church  to  at- 

( Continued  on  page  14) 
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IPrayer  1/fleeting 
Studies 

15i/  G.  T.  ^ilmef 


WHY  NOT  MAKE  HEAVEN  YOUR  HOME? 

".Beyond  this  mystic  vale  of  tears 

Tiiere  is  a  most  wonderful  land, 

No  disappointments,  doubts  or  fears 

Are  known  to  that  angelic  band; 

The  place  where  all  redeemed  and  fair 

Through  ages  together  may  ro,am, 

And  Jesus  now  invites  you  there, 

0  why  not   make   Heaven  your  home?" 

"HEAVEN  IS  A  PREPARED  PLACE  (John  14:1-3) 
for  a  prepared  people"  (Amos  4:12).  Heaven  is  a  most 
desirable  place  in  view  of  its  inhabitants.  "Our  Father 
which  art  in  Heaven"  will  be  there  eternally  (Isaiah 
57:15).  It  was  to  Heaven  that  our  resuiTected  Lord  Jesus 
ascended  (Acts  1:9-11).  The  dying  Stephen  beheld  Jesus 
standing  at  God's  right  hand  in  Heaven  (Acts  7:55,  56). 
From  Heaven,  Jesus  will  come  to  take  us  home  with 
Him  (1  Thess.  4:16;  John  14:3).  All  the  saved 
of  all  the  ages  will  be  there  (Heb.  12:22-24).  Little  chil- 
dren will  be  there  (Matt.  18:1-4).  The  little  ones  are  pic- 
tured as  the  closest  to  the  heart  of  God  (Isaiah  40:9-11). 

The  Bible  tells  us  when  we  shall  go  to  Heaven  (2  Cor. 
5:1-8).  At  death  the  Christian  goes  to  be  with  the  Lord, 
which  is  better  than  being  in  this  world  (Phil.  1:21-23). 
There  is  no  intermediate  state  (Luke  22:43)  nor  pur- 
gatory (1  John  1:7;  1  Peter  2:24;  3:18).  It  is  the  body 
and  not  the  soul  that  sleeps  until  the  resurrection.  In  the 
transfiguration,  Moses  who  had  died  hundi-eds  of  years 
before  (Deut.  34:5,  6)  appeared  unto  Jesus  and  the  three 
disciples  while  talking  with  Christ  (Matt.  17:1-3).  Abra- 
ham and  LazaiTis  in  Luke  16:22-25  were  alive  and  con- 
scious. "There  is  joy  in  the  presence  of  the  angels  of  God 
over  one  sinner  that  repenteth"  '^Luke  15:7,  10).  This  is 
the  joy  of  those  in  the  presence  of  the  angels — those  who 
know  what  it  means  to  be  saved  from  sin!  These  unseen 
witnesses  are  eager  for  us.  Do  we  match  them  for  faith- 
fulness  (Heb.  12:1)? 

Think  of  the  glorious  reality  of  knowing  all  and  of  be- 
ing known  by  all  of  God's  children  in  Heaven  (1  Cor. 
13:12).  Peter,  James  and  John  recognized  Moses  and  Eli- 
jah on  the  Mount  of  Transfiguration.  The  i"ich  man  in 
hell,  looking  across  the  great  gulf,  recognized  Abraham 
and  Lazarus. 

For  a  good  view  of  Heaven  read  Revelation  21. 

"You  can't  afford  to  miss  the  joy 

Of  watching  these  pearl  gates  unfold, 

To  learn  the  songs  that  saints  employ 

And  walk  on  the  streets  of  pure  gold; 

A  mansion  now  is  waiting  you 

Just  under  the  bright  stany  dome, 

Where  you  the  throne  of  God  may  view, 

0  why  not  make  Heavt-n  your  home?' 


Nothing  of  sin  nor  the  effects  of  sin  will  be  there  (Rev. 
21:4,  27).  The  society  will  be  extremely  wholeffjriie 
(Rev.  21:8). 

You  can  be  surr-  of  Heaven  by  receiving  thi.s  saving 
faith  (John  3:16;  5:24;  11:25,  26;  1  John  5:13).  You  may 
have  "the  witness"  in  yourself  (1  John  5:10).  You  know 
whether  you  have  Jesus  (1  John  5:11,  12).  Rejoice,  \x:- 
cause  your  name  is  written  in  Heaven  fLuke  10:20).  You 
have  been  sealed  by  God's  Holy  Spirit  (f^ph.  1:11-14). 
You  may  be  kept  by  the  power  of  God  thiough  Faith  unto 
an   endless,   glorious   inheritance    (1   Peter   1:3-5). 

God  is  calling  all  the  lost  to  Heaven  (2  Peter  3:9;  1 
Tim.  2:3,  4;  Ezek.  33:11).  The  Christ  Who  has  redeemed 
us  from  the  curse  of  a  broken  law  (Gal.  3:13)  and  pro- 
vided a  righteousness  for  us  (2  Coi-.  5:21)  even  knocks 
and  calls  at  the  door  of  our  hearts  (Rev.  3:20).  The  Holy 
Spirit,  the  Chui-ch,  the  saved  of  earth  call  us  (Rev.  22:17). 
Even  a  baby  in  Heaven  beckons  its  parents  to  get  ready 
for  Heaven  (2  Samuel  12:22,  23). 

"0  why  not  make  Heaven  your  home? 
So  many  will  look  for  you  thei-e. 
You  know  you're  expected  to  come, 
Those  wonderful  mansions  to  share; 
'Twill  be  such  a  glorious  place. 
With  dear  ones  through  ages  to  roam, 
'Tis  yours  if  you  trust  in  His  grace, 
(John  1:12;  Acts  16:31;  Josh.  24:15) 
0  why  not  make  Heaven  your  home?" 


Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vanator 

Lesson   for   May   3,   1953 

PAUL  AS  TEACHER  AND  PASTOR 

Lesson:  Acts  19:8-10;  20:17-27 

WE  HAVE  THOUGHT  of  Paul  so  often  as  just  a 
missionary  to  the  Gentiles,  that  we  have  failed  to 
remember  that  he  also  excelled  as  a  teacher  and  pastor. 

Probably  we  have  never  really  thought  of  the  Epistles 
of  Paul  as  a  series  of  teachings  which  he  put  in  writing 
that  the  churches  which  he  had  established  might  be  bet- 
ter able  to  "give  a  reason  for  the  faith  that  was  in 
them."  But  when  we  examine  them  closely  we  will  find 
that  there  runs  through  them  the  teachings  so  necessary 
to  the  building  up  of  the  Christian  life  and  the  setting 
forth  of  necessary  doctrines  that  the  church  might  con- 
tinue to  exist  as  it  had  been  established  under  his  hand, 
as  it  was  shown  him  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Paul's  pastoral  work  is  best  shown  by  his  establishing 
of  the  church  at  Ephesus  and  the  care  of  it  in  a  minis- 
try which  lasted  approximately  three  years.  Let  us  note 
that  Paul  was  a  master  church-builder.  He  built  on  men 
and  women,  not  erecting  mere  buildings,  as  sometimes  is 
done  at  the  present  time.  He  preached  in  such  a  manner 
that  his  hearers  had  no  doubt  of  that  which  the  message 
proclaimed.    The  heart   of  his  message  is  the  same  that 
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the  heiu't  of  every  Christian  message  should  be — "repent- 
ance from  sin  and  faith  in   the  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

Note  also  the  small  beginnings  of  this  work.  When  he 
arrived  at  Ephesus  he  found  a  small  group  of  probably 
a  dozen  or  s^>  of  followers  of  Christ,  who  had  a  very  lit- 
tle knowledge  of  all  that  the  Gospel  included.  This  is 
called  to  our  attention  in  the  opening  verses  of  Chapter 
li)  of  Acts.  For  when  Paul  asked  them  if  they  had  re- 
ceived the  Holy  Spirit  when  they  became  Christians,  they 
luiswered  that  they  did  not  even  know  that  such  existed. 
Now  note  Paul's  question,  for  we  believe  it  is  a  good 
comment  on  the  fact  of  trine  immersion.  He  very  point- 
edly asks  them  what  baptism  they  have  received  and  they 
say.  "The  baptism  of  John" — that  is  the  baptism  which 
John  administered  in  the  Jordan  for  repentance.  We  then 
i-ead  that  when  they  heard  the  explanation  of  Paul,  "they 
were  baptized  in  the  name  (that  is,  the  authority)  of  Je- 
sus Christ,"  and  that  when  Paul  "laid  his  hands  on  them, 
the  Holy  Spirit  came  upon  them."  This  must  have  meant 
that  Paul  was  following  after  the  "great  commission"  as 
given  by  Jesus  in  which  He  commanded  that  men  be  bap- 
tized "in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of 
the  Holy  Spirit." 

From  this  small  beginning  the  church  at  Ephesus  grew 
to  such  proportions  that  the  faithfulness  in  witnessing  of 
the  members  of  the  congregation  bore  such  fruit  that  it 
began  to  make  inroads  into  the  financial  gains  of  those 
who  were  "image  makers"  of  the  goddess  Diana  of  the 
Ephesians. 

We  cannot  help  but  believe  that  Paul  made  his  greatest 
gain,  not  by  attacking  the  false  religions  of  his  day,  but 
by  simply  preaching  the  truth  and  teaching  men  so  to 
follow  it  that  they,  in  turn,  became  missionaries  and 
teachers  in  their  own  right,  and  this  is  exactly  what 
God  expects  of  any  of  His  followers. 


Crusader  Topic 
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tend  to  this  matter.  Because  of  geneious  gifts  and  meni- 
benship  in  the  ten  dollar  club  we  have  been  able  to  build 
a  church  in  TUCSON,  ARIZONA  where  within  one  year 
after  their  beginning  they  have  had  over  one  hundred  in 
attendance  at  their  Sunday  School  services.  WAYNE 
HP^IGHTS  is  progressing  nicely  with  their  new  building. 
NEWARK,  OHIO  is  waiting  for  the  .Brethren  Youth  port- 
able chapel.  BARBERTON,  OHIO  appears  to  be  a  likely 
prospect  for  some  home  mission  work  with  possibly  a 
new  church  to  be  established  later. 

SO  YOU  SEE  WE  NEED  YOUR  HELP  TO  PRO- 
MOTE OUR  HOME  MISSION  EFFORT!  "He  who  goes 
through  a  land  scattering  blown  roses  may  be  tracked 
next  day  by  the  withered  petals  that  strew  the  ground; 
but  he  w1io  goes  through  a  land  scattering  rose  .seed,  a 
hundred  years  after  leaves  behind  him  a  land  full  of  fi'a- 
grance  and  beauty  for  his  monument." 

TH  HOME  MISSIONARY  goes  through  a  land  scat- 
tering SBP]D,  in  every  grain  of  which  GOD  has  hidden 
not  merely  the  promise  of  fiagiance  and  beauty,  but 
bread  of  life  for  the  missions  of  America  and  ultimately 
for  "all  the  world." 


PUBLICATION  DAY  OFFERING 

March  24— April  16,  1953 

(PLEASE  NOTE:  The  offerings  listed  below  are  those 
which  were  received  by  our  office  during  this  period. 
For  some  of  the  churches,  it  represents  just  a  partial  of- 
fering, a  quarterly  or  semi-annual  offering. — Editor.) 

Carleton,  Nebraska  Brethren  Church    $  9.00 

Hagerstown,    Maryland    Brethren   Church    117.73 

Linwood,  Maryland  .Brethren  Church    23.00 

Valley,  Jones  Mills,   Penna.   Brethren   Church    .  .  13.50 

Johnstown,  Penna.  Third  Brethren  Chuixh 60.80 

Mt.    Olive,    McGaheysville,    V.    Brethren    Church  12.00 

Elkhart,  Indiana  Brethren  Church  (Additional)..  61.4ri 

Fairview,  Washington  C.  H.,  0.  Brethren  Church  5.00 

Park  St.,  Ashland,  O.  .Brethren  Ch.   (Additional)  23.00 

Cumberland,  Maryland  .Brethren  Church    14.00 

Gratis,  Ohio  Brethren  Church   50.00 

Johnstown,   Penna.  First  Brethren  Church    25.00 

TOTAL  $  414.48 

PREVIOUSLY  REPORTED  $3,623.32 

TOTAL  TO  DATE  $4,038.80 

REMINDER 

Our  records  show  that  33  of  our  churches  have  not  yet 
sent  in  their  Publication  Day  offering.  If  you  have  sent 
in  your  offering,  and  it  has  not  yet  appeared  in  one  of 
these  reports,  please  check  with  us,  for  this  list  com- 
pletes the  report  of  those  which  have  been  received  by 
this  office  to  this  date.  If  ylou  have  not  yet  sent  in  your 
offering,  we  urge  you  to  do  it  nowj — W.  S.  B. 


NEWS  FROM  OUR  CHURCHES 
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for  ,a  young  mother,  and  two  brothers,  aged   13   and   15 
years. 

On  April  7th,  a  large  group  of  the  young  people  came 
to  the  church  early  in  the  evening,  cleaning  and  raking 
the  church  lawn,  while  some  of  the  older  folks  did  a  little 
"church  cleaning"  inside.  This  was  followed  by  ice  cream 
and  cake  being  served.  Rev.  Tinkel  was  reminded  that 
this  was  also  in  observance  of  his  birthday,  which  was 
April  3rd.  For  him,  the  Happy  Birthday  song  was  sung. 

The  writer  is  happy  to  report  that  there  were  twenty- 
two  in  prayer  meeting  on  April  8th;  more  than  half  this 
number  were  young  folks.  We  have  a  fine  loyal  gi'oup  of 
Christian  young  people,  who  are  striving  to  do  His  will. 
We  thank  our  Great  Maker  for  them.  Several  attend  the 
Youth  For  Chri.st  meetings  and  the  Singspirations  regu- 
larly. We  pray  that  the  interest  in  these  will  continue  to 
grow  and  that  many  unsaved  youth  will  find  the  Lord  Je- 
sus through  this  wonderful  organization.  The  Sisterhood 
is  active  and  working  on  their  goals. 

Our  Spring  Communion  was  held  on  April  19th. 

I  might  also  add  that  last  fall  a  new  oil  furnace  was 
installed  in  the  church  basement.  Also,  the  parsonage  was 
completely  redecorated.  Walls  painted,  woodwork  var- 
nished, floors  sanded  and  refinished,  new  cupboards  built 
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in   the   kitchen,   new   stonn    windows   added,   new   coinonl 
steps   made   and  other  things   too   numerous   to   mention. 
Most  of  the  labor  was  donated  by  faithful  church   folks. 
— Mrs.   Marshall   Harman,  Cor.   Sec. 
915  N.  Lexington  Ave., 
South  Bend  28,  Indiana. 

SECOND  CHURCH,  JOHNSTOWN,   PENNA. 

We  were  glad  to  have  Rev.  W.  Clayton  Berkshire,  the 
General  Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Breth- 
ren Church  with  us  on  March  22nd,,  to  fellowship  in  the 
Pastor's  Home  on  Sunday  evening,  and  to  preach  for  us 
in  the  evening  service. 

Our  three  nights  of  Pre-Easter  services  proved  a  great 
blessing  to  our  Church.  The  attendance  increased  each 
night.  There  were  six  first-time  confessions;  all  of  them 
being  young  people.  They  were  baptized  Sunday  evening, 
and  i-eceived  into  the  Church,  along  with  the  mother  of 
three  of  them  wlio  was  received  by  relation  from  another 
church,  making  a  total  of  seven  in  all. 

Good  Friday  Union  services  were  held  at  the  Moxhani 
Lutheran  Church  from  12:00  Noon  to  3:00  P.  M.,  using 
the  Seven  Last  Words  of  Christ  as  the  theme.  I  spoke  on 
the  fifth  word,  "I  Thirst."  There  were  six  hundred  peo- 
ple from  the  churches  in  Moxham  present. 

Our  attendance  on  Easter  Sunday  was  104  in  Sunday 
School,  and  126  for  morning  worship.  (Our  goal  was  125). 
For  our  Easter  Sunday  evening  Love  Feast  and  Commun- 
ion, the  attendance  was  87. 

— iBruce  C.  Shanholtz,  Pastor. 

TUCSON,  ARIZONA 

Our  Church  at  Tucson  has  been  privileged  to  have 
many  visitors  this  winter.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  L.  S.  Shively,  of 
Indiana,  were  with  us  for  several  weeks.  They  are  teach- 
ers in  "Leadership-Training."  On  several  Sunday  eve- 
nings they  gave  us  interesting  programs  on  this  subject. 

On  the  Sunday  evenings  through  Lent,  our  Pastor 
preached  on  interesting  subjects  pertaining  to,  "Questions 
of  Jesus'  Last  Days." 

On  Wednesday  evening,  March  11th,  a  film,  "Contrary 
Winds,"  was  shown.  This  is  an  interesting  Christian  film, 
and  is  a  challenge  to  young  and  old  alike. 

We  now  have  a  building  committee  working  on  a  pro- 
posed building  plan  for  more  Sunday  School  rooms.  Our 
Sunday  School  rooms  are  very  crowded. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Glenn  L.  Clayton  and  son,  Johnny,  were 
recent  guests  at  the  parsonage.  On  March  22nd,  Dr. 
Clayton  brought  us  the  morning  message.  That  Sunday 
evening,  slides  were  showTi  of  Founders'  Hall  and  its 
ti'agic  i-uins  through  fire. 

Palm  Sunday  evening,  baptismal  services  were  held 
with  17  received  by  baptism  and  15  received  by  letter. 
This  brought  our  total  membership  to  103.  Wednesday 
evening  of  Holy  Week,  "Communion  Explanation  and 
Meditation"  services  were  held.  Thursday  evening,  "Holy 
Three-Fold  Communion  was  held  with  65  present.  On 
Good  Friday,  our  Pastor  spoke  at  the  Community  Good 
Friday  Services  held  in  the  University  Baptist  Church. 

Easter  Sunday  was  a  glorious  day  here.     Our  Sunda3' 


School  and  Church  Sei'vice  made  recoid  ultx-ndanceH  of 
144  and  176  respectively.  A  Consecration  of  little  chil- 
dren was  held  during  the  Worship  Service. 

Easter  Sunday  evening,  oui-  Choir  presented  uh  with 
a  wonderful  program  of  Eastei-  Vesper  mu«ic.  The  Choir 
is  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Vada  Seller,  with  Mrs. 
Edna  Gruber,  as  accompanist. 

Plans  are  being  made  for  our  Daily  Vacation  Bible 
School,  which  is  to  be  held  June  1st  to  12th. 

We  are  thankful  for  this  church  and  consider  it  a 
pleasCfre  to  sei've  under  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Vernon  Gris-so. 
We  have  a  steadily  growing,  new  church,  and  we  hope  to 
win   more   souls   foi-   Chri.st  through   our  efforts. 

(Elizabeth  Giimm,  Cor.  Sec. 
2624  E.  Blackledge  Dr. 
Tucson,  Arizona. 
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Here  is  a  new  feature  of  THE  EVANGELIST,  dedi- 
cated to  comments  on  this  subject  or  that.  In  it  will  be 
comments  expressed  on  subjects,  issues  and  news,  vital 
to  the  Brethren  Church.  Sometimes  this  column  will  be 
lengthy,  other  times  it  will  be  short — sometimes  it  won't 
even  appear  at  all.  Available  space  and  available  items 
for  comment  will  be  the  deciding  factor.  Basically,  it  will 
be  an  informal  chat  by  the  Editor. 

*  *     * 

Along  with  his  duties  in  the  Publishing  Company,  the 
Editor  does  get  around  among  the  Brethren;  these  acti\i- 
ties  we  will  also  report  through  this  column. 

On  Palm  Sunday,  the  Editor  was  with  the  Brethren  in 
Uniontown,  Penna.,  where  he  preached  at  the  Morning 
Sei'\'ice,  and  conducted  Communion  Senice  for  them  in 
the  evening.  This  Church  has  been  without  a  Pastor  since 
last  fall  when  .Brother  Ralph  E.  ]\lills  went  to  the  Pitts- 
burgh, Penna.  pastorate. 

We  also  did  some  deputation  work  in  the  interests  of 
the  Publishing  Company  while  on  this  trip.  We  visited 
with  some  of  the  Brethren  at  our  former  Pastorate  at 
Meyersdale,  Penna.,  finding  them  very  enthusiastic  in  an- 
ticipating the  coming  of  their  new  Pastor.  Brother  Rob- 
ert Huse.  Also,  in  Johnsto^^^^,  we  were  able  to  ^isit  ^^^th 
Brother  Bruce  C.  Shanholtz,  Pastor  of  the  Second  Breth- 
ren Church,  and  .Brother  E.  M.  Riddle,  Pastor  of  the 
Third  Brethren  Church.  We  found  them  getting  along 
just  fine,  and  happy  in  their  work. 

*  *     ^ 

Wliat  would  you  like  to  see  the  Brethren  Church  ac- 
complish in  the  next  year?  Write  your  thoughts  and  sug- 
gestions to  us,  and  as  judgment  and  space  permit,  we'll 
discuss  them  in  this  column.  Address:  Editor  of  Publica- 
tions,  7he   Brethren   Publishing  Company.  Ashland.   Ohio. 

'Bye   for  new. 

W    S.  P.  Editor 


PAGE  SIXTEEN 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


for  Your  Vacation 
Bible  School 


VACATION 
BIBLE  SCHOOL 


VACATION 
BIBLE  SCHOOL 


. 

_   _     ^ 

•  ta  --  - 

*  .  -  .  , 

----—. 

n  « 

...  -1 

' 

^^ 

-    -  -  - 

,— r    ^.^ 

VBS 


HDHJ 

mm 

EDFTl 


V.B.S. 
Publicity  Kit 


Full  of  eye-catching  materials  to  advertise 
your  1953  vacation  Bible  school.  Contains 
100  invitation  postcards,  100  announcement 
dodgers  (5  x  6%  inches),  3  large  posters 
(15x20  inches),  and  2  sheets  of  sticker 
stamps  (55  stamps  per  sheet).  Postcards, 
posters,  and  dodgers  are  in  full  color.  Stick- 
ers are  in  2  colors.  (All  above  items  are 
also  offered  separately  in  any  quantity  as 
listed  below.) 
No.  9132.  V.  B.  S.  Publicity  Kit.  .  Price,  $2.50 

Publicity— Quantity  Rates 

Invitation   Postcard,  No.  9133.    Price,  25c  dozen; 

$1.50   per    100. 
Announcement  Dodger,  No.  9134.    Price,  60c  per 

100. 
Announcement  Poster,  No.  9135.    Price,  15c  eacli; 

$1.50   a   dozen. 
Sheet  of  55  Sticker  Stamps,  No.  9389.    Price,  10c 

per  sheet;  $1 .00  a   dozen. 


V.  B.  S.  HONOR   BADGE 

The  nev^  V.  B.  S.  Honor  Badge  will  appeal  to  every  child 
and  teacher.  Use  as  awards  or  souvenirs.  In  attractive 
red,  white,  and  blue,  this  shining  Kromekote  badge  pic- 
tures the  Christian  flag  and  several  youngsters  on  one 
side.  On  the  back  is  Scripture  quotation  from  Proverbs 
20:  11:  "A  child  is  known  by  his  doings";  and  space  for 
name  of  school. 
No.  9253 Price,  25c  a  doz.;  $1 .50  per   1  00 

V.  B.  S.  BUTTON 

Every  child  in  your  vacation  school  will  be  proud  to  wear 
this  button.  Of  metal,  it  is  in  bright  red,  blue,  and  yel- 
low. Makes  a  good  advertisement  for  your  school.  Give 
one  to  every  child.  Button  is  same  size  as  illustration. 
No.  7800 Price,  30c  dozen;  $2.25  per  1  00 

ENROLLMENT    AND    ATTENDANCE    RECORD    CARD 

New  card  providing  for  enrollment  record  and  daily  attendance. 
Ample  space  for  name  and  address  of  pupil,  age,  school,  parent's 
name,  date  enrolled,  plus  ten-day  attendance  record.  Size,  3x5  inches. 
No.  9399 Price,  85c  per    ) 00 
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Faith  of  our  mothers,  living  faith, 
In  cradle  song  and  bed-time  prayer, 
In  nursery  love  and  fire-side  Lore, 
Thy  presence  still  pervades  the  air; 
Faith  of  our  mothers,  living  faith. 
We  will  be  true  to  thee  till  death. 

Faith  of  our  mothers,  guiding  faith, 
For  youthful  longing,  youthful  doubt, 
How  blurred  our  vision,  blind  our  way. 
Thy  providential  care  without; 
Faith  of  our  mothers,  guiding  faith, 
We  will  be  true  to  thee  till  death. 

Faith  of  our  mothers,  Christian  faith, 
In  truth  beyond  our  man  made  creeds, 
Still  save  the  home  and  save  the  church, 
And  breathe  thy  spirit  through  our  deeds; 
Faith  of  our  mothers,  Christian  faith, 
We  will  be  true  to  thee  till  death. 
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Items  of  general  Interest 


ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  Brother  Freeman  Ankrum 
writes,  "The  Contractors  have  just  about  completed  their 
part  of  our  remodeling  project.  They  are  also  going  to 
grrade  the  road  by  the  church.  We  will  stone  it  then.  We 
had  135  for  Sunday  School  on  April  12th  with  a  building 
fund  offering  of  $171.92.  More  came  in  at  the  other  meet- 
ings. There  was  practically  a  full  house  for  preaching 
service.  Thought  we  had  a  very  nice  Communion  service." 

The  St.  James  Mother-Daughter  Banquet  will  be  held 
on  May  5th. 

CUMBERLAND,  MARYLAND.  Revival  Services  are  in 
progress  in  the  Cumberland  Church  from  April  27th  to 
May  8th,  according  to  the  Pastor,  .Brother  Milton  M.  Rob- 
inson. TTie  Evangelist  is  Brother  Woodrow  B.  Brant,  Pas- 
tor of  our  Church  at  Vinco,  Penna. 

Holy  Communion  was  observed  the  evening  of  April 
19th. 

Ordination  Services  for  new  Deacons  were  also  held  on 
the  19th. 

•VALLEY  BRETHREN,  JONES  MILLS,  PENNA. 
Brother  D.  C.  White,  a  fomier  Pastor,  is  scheduled  to 
hold  Pre-Communion  Services,  May  4th  to  May  9th,  in 
this  Church.   Communion  is  scheduled  for  May  10th. 

Brother  Elmer  M,  Keck,  Pastor,  and  .Brother  Bruce  C. 
Shanholtz,  Pastor  of  the  Second  Brethren  Church,  Johns- 
town, Penna.,  planned  to  drive  to  Lost  Creek,  Kentucky  on 


April  27th  with  a  car  load  of  groceries,  soap,  potatoes, 
etc.,  for  our  Mission  there. 

From  Brother  Keek's  Bulletin,  we  learn  that  the  Penn- 
sylvania District  Ashland  College  Alumni  Association 
Banquet  was  held  in  the  Berlin  .Brethren  Church  on  Fri- 
day evening,  April  24th.  Dr.  Glenn  L.  Clayton,  President 
of  Ashland  College  was  the  speaker. 

We  also  learn  from  the  same  bulletin  that  the  Penn- 
sylvania District  Ministerium's  "Post  Easter"  fellowship 
was  held  the  Monday  after  Easter,  in  the  Pittsburgh, 
Penna.,  parsonage,  with  an  attendance  of  17. 

BERLIN,  PENNA.  Brother  Lyle  Lichtenberger  reports 
Easter  Sunday  attendances  as:  Sunday  School,  275; 
Church,  301;  and  Communion,  234.  He  says  "We  have  set 
three  new  attendance  records." 

The  April  12th  evening  worship  service  was  sponsored 
by  the  Willing  Workers'  Class,  and  featured  a  concert 
of  religious  music  presented  by  the  Conemaugh  Township 
High  School  A  Cappella  Choir. 

CAMERON,  WEST  VIRGINIA.  The  young  people  pre- 
sented the  moniing  worship  sei*vice  on  March  29th. 

Four  new  members  were  received  through  baptism  on 
Easter  Sunday. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO,  PARK  STREET  BRETHREN.  The 
Senior  Boys'  .Brotherhood  met  in  the  home  of  Brother 
Charles  Munson,  National  Brethren  Youth  Director,  the 
evening  of  April  14th.  They  made  more  than  70  pounds 
of  soap;  also  amassing  a  considerable  amount  of  used  cloth- 
ing. Soap  and  clothing  is  to  go  to  lEurope  through  the 
relief  program. 

A  fine  attendance  resulted  at  the  Park  Street  Father 
and  Son  Banquet  on  April  17th. 

NEW  LEBANON,  OHIO.  Brother  John  T.  Byler  reports 
Easter  attendances  as  follows:  Sunday  School,  392; 
Church,  about  the  same,  and  evening,  200.  The  evening 
services  featured  the  Easter  Pageant,  "The  Cross  of 
Light." 

BRYAN,  OHIO.  Brother  Alvin  H.  Grumbling  reports 
that  their  Easter  offering  went  over  their  goal  of 
$700.00. 

Brother  Grumbling  was  given  a  call  for  another  year  . 
as  Pastor,  with  a  raise  in  salary. 

COLLEGE  CORNER,  WABASH,  INDIANA.  Brother 
Ernest  Minegar  reports  their  Easter  morning  attendance 
as  164,  which  was  ten  higher  than  last  year.  He  says  that 
this  is  their  highest  record  for  Easter. 

The  College  Corner  .Brethren  Youth  received,  in  a  free- 
will offering  at  their  Easter  Breakfast,  $50.00  which  will 
go  toward  their  gift  for  the  Lost  Creek  Youth   Project. 

The  Easter  Cantata,  "The  Prince  of  Life"  was  given 
lEaster  Sunday  morning.  i 

PERU,  INDIANA.  Brother  Milton  M.  Bowman  reports 
the  baptism  of  two  new  members  recently. 

ROANN,  INDIANA.  Work  on  a  remodeling  program 
for  the  church  was  started  about  the  middle  of  April. 
According  to  Brether  Whetstone's  bulletin,  the  estimated 
cost  of  the  improvements  is  $8,000.00. 

Holy  Land  pictures,  sponsored  by  the  Roann  Laymen, 
(Continued  on  page  9) 
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Some  TYlothers  Ghild 


CRIME  IS  ON  THE  INCREASE!  Perhaps  we  don't 
like  to  see  a  headline  such  as  this,  especially  in  a 
Church  Organ,  or  especially  on  the  eve  of  Mother's  Day 
celebrations.  ,But,  the  fact  remains  that  major  crimes  in 
the  United  States  are  increasing  each  year,  according 
to  the  following  report  issued  from  the  office  of  J.  Edgar 
Hoover,  Director  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation. 

We  are  concerned  about  this  trend,  chiefly  so  right  at 
this  time  because  it  is  near  the  time  when  we  honor 
Mother.  We  feel  that  there  is  a  direct  relation  between 
this  crime  record  and  the  motherhood  of  America. 

Let's  take  a  look  at  the  report,  which  appeared  under 
an  Associated  Press  release: 

F.  B.  I.  Director  J.  Edgar  Hoover  has  re- 
ported that  more  than  two  million  major  crimes  were 
committed  in  the  United  States  in  1952.  It  was  the 
first  time  such  a  total  has  been  reached  since  accu- 
i-ate  statistics  have  been  kept,  he  said. 

Reports  submitted  to  the  bureau  by  law  enforce- 
ment agencies  throughout  the  country  put  the  total 
at  2,036,510.  This  is  154,350  above  the  1951  figure. 

Hoover  said  every  category  of  major  crimes 
showed  an  increase. 

"Statistics  show  that  a  major  crime  was  committed 
every  15%  seconds  during  1952,  and  one  crime  was 
committed  for  every  76  persons  in  the  general  popu- 
lation of  the  United  States,"  he  said. 

The  compilation  listed  12,860  felonious  homicides 
in  1952  compared  to  12,330  in  1951;  17,240  rapes 
against  16,800;  87,930  aggravated  assaults  to  78,640 
the  year  before. 

According  to  the  F.  B.  I.,  one  of  these  three  types 
of  crime  was  committed  on  the  average  of  once  each 
4%  minutes  last  year. 

In  other  categories  repoi'ted,  robberies  increased 
from  52,090  to  58,140,  burglary  and  breaking  and  en- 
tering from  407,130  to  442,870,  and  larceny  or  theft 
from  1,118,210  to  1,202,270. 

Hoover  said  that  auto  theft  continues  to  be  one  of 
the  major  criminal  problems  in  the  United  States. 
There  were  215,310  such  thefts  last  year,  196,960  the 
year  before,  he  said. 

WHY  IS  IT  ON  THE  INCREASE? 

In  doing  some  sober  thinking  in  the  light  of  this  report, 
we  wonder  \vhy  our  criminal  record  is  on  the  increase,  in 


this  great  land  of  ours,  with  its  churches  and  schools  and 
homes  and  modem  inventions.  Why  is  it  that  in  the  light 
of  all  this  "progressiveness"  there  exits  a  constantly  in- 
creasing crime  rate.  Since  these  words  are  being  wi-itten 
by  a  Minister,  you  would  naturally  assume  that  our  next 
words  will  be  that  "Ciime  is  increased  because  people 
have  turned  away  from  God."  Which  is  exactly  what  we 
intended  to  say,  for  that,  we  think  is  the  answer. 

If  you  were  writing  this  Editorial,  and  if  you  were  con- 
fronted with  a  F.  B.  I.  report  as  above,  what  would  you 
list  as  the  cause  of  an  increased  crime  rate?  Add  to  your 
problem  the  fact,  not  included  in  this  report,  (but  largely 
publicized  othei-wise)  that  the  bulk  of  crime  today  is 
committed  by  young  people  under  21  years  of  age!  Be- 
fore they  are  old  enough  to  vote,  our  youth  are  becoming 
involved  in  the  criminal  offences  of  our  land. 

SOMETHING  HAS  HAPPENED  IN  THE  LAST 
TWENTY  YEARS  which  has  brought  about  this  alarm- 
ing condition.  From  the  time  these  youth  were  held  close 
in  some  mother's  arms,  nurtured,  cared  for  as  babies  and 
boys  and  girls,  something  drastic  has  happened  in  their 
lives  to  turn  them  to  crime.  We  grant  that  some  were 
unwanted  and  unloved;  that  some  were  deprived  of  their 
mothers;  and  that  some  were  the  products  of  broken 
homes.  Yet  the  fact  remains  that  these  two  million  crimes 
were  committed,  each  one,  by  some  mother's  child. 

A  MAJOR  CAUSE 

This  scribe  has  watched  ^\'ith  grave  apprehension 
through  these  years  the  practice  of  the  theory  of  "self- 
expression,"  in  which  a  child  is  not  to  be  punished,  but  is 
to  be  allowed  to  do  as  it  feels  led,  learning  right  from 
wrong  by  experience.  Advocates  of  this  theory  advise 
that  we  should  not  inhibit  a  child  lest  we  "blight  its  per- 
sonality." 

So,  "we  have  not  corrected  our  children,  we  have  left 
them  roam  wide  and  far,  we  have  listened  to  them  rather 
than  they  listening  to  us,  we  have  satiated  their  every 
whim  and  urge,  so  that  they  might  not  be  blighted — and 
the  crime  wave  increases."  The  Aictims  of  these  2.000,000 
crimes  last  year  no  doubt  ^\-ished  that  their  assaulters 
had  had  a  little  more  coiTection  in  their  habit  forming 
years. 

CORRECTION  PAYS 

Just  i-ecently  we  had  a  young  housekeeper  tell  us,  in 
regards  to  her  father  who  had  passed  to  his  heavenly  re- 

( Continued  on  page  10) 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIS 


\CW      TCSKllllCllt      Doctrines  BeHeved  and  Practised  by  People  Called  Brethren. 

By  L.  O.  IMcCartneysmith 

"Toachinj^  them  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you." 

The  Doctrine  Of  Sanctipcation 


CARELESS  PRESENTATION  by  several  religious 
"sects"  of  numerous  erroneous  claims  concerning  the 
great  Biblical  Doctrine  of  Sanctification  has  apparently 
caused  many  ministers  to  studiously  avoid  preaching  to 
their  congregations  this  most  essential  New  Testament 
Doctrine. 

Therefore,  in  presenting  the  Doctrine  of  Sanctification 
from  both  the  Old,  and  the  New  Testament  viewpoints, 
it  becomes  necessary  first  to  refute  at  least  two  of  these 
erroneous  claims  that  have  been,  and  are  now  being  pre- 
sented by  several  religious  sects:  (1)  Tliat  Sanctification 
is  "a  second  work  of  Grace."  (2)  That  Sanctification  is 
■'sinless  perfection." 

SANCTIFICATION    IS    NOT   A    "SECOND    WORK     OF 

GRACE"  OR  THE  "SECOND  BLESSING"  AS  SOME 

CALL  IT. 

In  presenting  this  claim  the  public  is  invited  to  come  to 
the  altar  and  "pray  through"  for  the  "second  work  of 
Grace"  or  the  "second  blessing"  while  others  join  in 
prayer  with  those  interested.  The  writer  has  observed 
such  "seekers"  while  kneeling,  who  were  instructed  to 
lift  both  hands  above  their  heads  and  hold  them  in  this 
position  while  praying.  The  minister  and  others  would 
watch  the  uplifted  hands.  Soon  the  tendency  naturally 
would  be  for  one  to  gradually  lower  his  hands.  Those 
watcthing  would  call  out  when  the  hands  were  completely 
lowered:  "He's  got  it,"  "He's  got  it!"  and  that  one  would 
then  be  accepted  as  being  "sanctified"  or  having  received 
the  "second  blessing."  This  same  process  has  been  used 
for  the  reception  or  "baptism"  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  There 
is  no  Scriptural  authority  for  such  procedure. 

The  doctrine  of  Grace  has  its  place  in  the  Redemptive 
plan,  but  not  in  the  work  of  sanctification  from  man's 
viewpoint.  It  is  true  that  sanctification  may  result 
from  the  "Growth  of  Grace"  in  the  life  of  the  believer; 
we  are  requested  to  "Grow  in  favor,  (or  grace)  and  in 
the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ" 
(2  Peter  3:18).  Grace  is  the  kindness  and  love  of  God  our 
Saviour  toward  man.  It  is  the  "unmerited  favor  of  God" 
toward  man.  From  God's  standpoint,  we  are  "Saved  by 
Grace  through  faith."  God  by  His  unmerited  favor  to- 
ward man  has  provided  salvation  for  man  through  Jesus 
Chri.st,  and  man  accepts  salvation  through  faith  in  the 
finished  work  of  Jesus  Christ  on  Calvary.  The  fruit  of 
this  salvation  is  seen  in  good  works.  Justification  comes 
through   the   Grace   of  God   by  the   redemptive    work    of 


Jesus  Christ.  Justification  is  received  by  man  througii 
faith  also  (Romans  3:24-28).  We  are  called  by  grace 
(Gal.  1:15);,  but  no  place  in  God's  Holy  Word  intimates 
that  we  should  come  to  the  altar  and  receive  the  "second; 
work  of  Grace"  and  call  it  "sanctification." 

SANCTIFICATION   IS  NOT  "SINLESS  PERFECTION"^ 

Sanctification  may  result  in  "perfection"  or  fulness  of' 
growth  in  Christ  Jesus  until  "We  all  come  ini  unity  of  thei 
Faith,  and  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  G^od^  unto  a 
"perfect  man,"  unto  the  measure  of  the  stature  of  the 
fulness  of  Christ:  that  we  henceforth  be  no  more  children, 
tossed  to  andl  fro,  and  carried  about  by  every  wind  of 
doctrine,  by  the  sleight  of  men,  and  cunninig  craftiness, 
whereby  they  lie  in  wait  to  deceive  (Ephesians  4:13-14). 

The  above  state  is  brought  about  through  the  five 
"gifts"  from  God,  mentioned  in  Ephesians  4:11-12:  "Apos- 
tles, prophets,  evangelists,  pastors  and  teachers;  for  the 
perfecting  (Gr.  "qualification")  of  the  saints,  for  the  work 
of  the  ministry,  for  the  edifying  of  the  Body  of  Christ," 
and  not  by  a  "second  work  of  Grace;"  neither  is  this  state 
"sinless  perfection!"  We  read  in  1  John  1:8 — "If  we  say 
that  we  have  no  sin,  we  deceive  ourselves,  and  the  truth 
is  not  in  us."  Therefore  sanctification  is  not  "sinless" 
perfection.  Our  Lord  states  that  we  should  be  "perfect" 
but  He  does  not  mention  "sinless"  perfection.  To  His 
disciples  He  s,aid:  ".Be  thou  perfect  even  as  your  heavenly 
Father  is  perfect"  (Matthew  5:48).  Perfection  means 
"faultless,  blameless,  maturity,"  but  never  sinlessness,  nor 
sanctification.  Perfection  and  holiness  may  be  the  fruits 
of  sanctification,  but  not  sanctification  itself. 

WHAT  THEN  IS  SANCTIFICATION? 

True  Biblical  Sanctification  is  being  continuously  set 
apart  by  either  God  or  man  for  a  holy  purpose  at  work. 

Sanctification  is  not  an  exclusively  New  Testament  Doc- 
trine, but  was  exercised  as  an  Old  Testament  doctrine 
extensively,  both  from  the  standpoint  of  God  and  man. 
It  is  first  mentioned  in  Genesis  2:3  as  an  act  of  God  re- 
lating to  the  dedication  of  the  Seventh  Day  as  a  day  of 
rest,  when  God  "Blessed  the  seventh  day  and  sanctified 
it."  Here  He  set  it  apart  for  a  holy  purpose. 

In  Exodus  19:14  we  read  that  Moses  "Sanctified  the 
people";  then  in  Exodus  29:43  that  Moses  "sanctified"  or 
set  apart  or  dedicated  the  sanctuary  as  a  place  of  wor- 
ship— a  holy  purpose.  In  Leviticus  8:10-15  we  are  told 
that  this  dedication  was  done  by  Moses  by  "anointing" 
the  tabernacle  and  its    contents    with    oil.    In    Leviticus 
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11:44;  20:7;  Joshua  3:5,  7:13;  1  Chronicles  15:12;  2 
Chronicles  29:5;  1  Samuel  16:5,  the  people  were  com- 
manded to  "Sanctify  yourselves." 

In  the  Old  Testament  the  word  "sanctilication"  was 
translated  from  the  Hebrew  word  "Qodesh"  which  means 
"set  apart,  dedicate,  or  consecrate."  In  the  New  Testa- 
ment it  was  translated  from  the  Greek  word  "hagios"  in 
its  various  forms  hagiase,  hagiason,  hagiasate,  hagia.snnos 
etc.,  as  holy,  holiness,  sanctify,  sanctified,  and  sanctifica- 
tion,  which  actually  means  for  a  holy  purpose  being  set 
apart  or  dedicated.  After  considering  these  things,  natur- 
ally the  question  comes  to  our  minds: 

HOW  MAY  WE  ATTAIN  THE  STATE  OF 

SANCTIFICATION? 

As  stated  in  the  preceding  paragraph,  Sanctification  is 
being  set  apart,  or  dedicated  to  a  holy  purpose  or  work, 
which  is  brought  about  by  the  Holy  Trinity,  by  individ- 
uals upon  an  individual,  or  by  individuals  themselves.  God 
sanctified  Jesus  to  His  ministry  through  the  work  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  for  we  read  in  Luke  4:18:  "The  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  is  upon  me,  because  he  hath  appointed  me  (or 
ordained  me)  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  the  poor;  He  hath 
sent  me  to  heal  the  broken  hearted;  to  preach  deliverance 
to  the  captives,  and  recovering  of  sight  to  the  blind,  and 
to  set  at  liberty  them  that  are  bruised,  to  preach  the  ac- 
ceptable year  of  the  Lord." 

Thus  God  "sanctified  His  only  Begotten  Son  to  His 
ministry,  as  we  read  in  John  10:36,  when  in  speaking  of 
His  Jewish  accusers  he  said:  "Say  ye  of  Him,  whom  the 
Father  hath  sanctified  (or  set  apart)  and  sent  into  the 
world:  'Thou  blasphemest,'  because  I  said:  'I  am  the  Son 
of  God'?"  Jesus  prayed  that  His  disciples  might  be  sanc- 
tified, and  stated  how  it  might  be  done,  "Sanctify  thetm 
through  thy  truth:  Thy  word  is  truth." 

Through  the  revealed  Word  of  God  Jesus'  disciples  were 
"sanctified"  or  set  apart  to  the  holy  purpose  of  preach- 
ing God's  word,  and  establishing  His  church.  Jesus  sanc- 
tified or  set  apart  those  who  might  believe  on  Him 
through  His  own  blood.  "Therefore  Jesus  also,  that  He 
might  sanctify  the  people  through  His  own  blood,  suffered 
without  the  gate"  (Heb.  13:12).  Jesus  Christ  also  sanc- 
tifies the  Church,  or  sets  it  apart  for  himself  by  "The 
washing  of  the  bath  of  water,  and  the  word"  for  thus  we 
read  Ephesians  5:2.5-26:  "Husbands  love  your  wives,  even 
as  Christ  also  loved  the  Church,  and  gave  himself  for  it, 
that  He  might  "sanctify"  and  cleanse  it  with  the  wash- 
ing of  water  by  the  Word"  Here  this  "washing"  did  two 
things:  (1)  sanctified  the  church.  (2)  cleansed  the  church. 
Therefore  in  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  at  baptism  we 
are  sanctified  or  set  apart  for  a  holy  work  in  this  ser- 
vice. 

Inasmuch  as  there  has  been  much  disputation  regard- 
ing the  phrase  "cleansed  her  by  the  washing  of  water  by 
the  word,"  may  we  not  learn  what  is  meant  by  this 
phrase?  By  quoting  from  the  original  Greek  in  which  the 
New  Testament  was  written  in  Titus  3:5  we  have  the  full 
meaning:  "But  when  the  kindness  and  love  to  man  shone 
forth  from  God,  the  preserver  of  us;  not  from  those 
works  of  righteousness  which  we  did;  but  according  to 
His  own  mercy  He  saved  us  through  the  bath  of  the  New 
Birth  and  a  renovation  of  Spirit  Holy,  which  He  poured 


out  on  us  richly  through  JenuH  Chrihl  our  Saviour."  Tak- 
ing into  consideration  that  JeHu:-i  .said:  "Kxc«-pt  a  man  Ixt 
born  of  water  and  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter  into  the  Kifi«- 
doim  of  God,"  we  can  roadily  see  that  this  "washing"  or 

"Hath"  must  be  baptism! 

Seeing  that  Jesus  Christ  through  the  Holy  Spirit  hah 
sanctified  or  set  us  apart  for  His  service,  we  must  alfnj 
understand  that  now  we  rnurst  sanctify  or  set  ourselves 
apart  from  ungodly  things  arul  habits  for  the  holy  work 
of  Christ  our  Redeemer.  Our  first  duty  after  our  baptism 
is  to  set  the  Lord  Jesus  apart  in  our  hearts  or  sanctify 
Him  as  our  personal  Saviour  and  Lord,  and  prepare  our- 
selves to  give  answer  to  all  men  as  to  the  jeason  for  our 
hope  in  Him;  for  we  read  in  1  Peter  3:14-15;  "But  if  ye 
suffer  for  righteousness'  sake,  happy  are  ye:  and  be  not 
afraid  of  their  terror,  neither  be  troubled;  but  "sanctify" 
the  Lord  God  in  your  hearts:  and  be  ready  alway.s  to  give 
an  answer  to  every  man  that  asketh  you  a  reason  of  the 
hope  that  is  in  you  with  meekness  and  fear." 

Another  thing  we  must  not  forget:  we  are  encumbered 
with  all  the  old  habits  and  conversations  of  the  world 
when  we  ai'e  baptized.  What  may  we  do  with  them  ?  We 
must  separate  or  set  apart  or  sanctify  ourselves  from 
them;  for  we  are  commanded  in  2  Corinthians  6:14: 
"Be  ye  not  unequally  yoked  together  with  unbelievers: 
for  what  fellowship  hath  righteousness  with  unrighteous- 
ness? or  what  communion  hath  light  with  darkness?  And 
what  concord  hath  Christ  with  Belial?  or  what  part  hath 
he  that  believeth  with  an  infidel,  And  what  agreement 
hath  God  with  idols?  for  ye  are  the  temple  of  the  living 
God;  as  God  hath  said:  I  will  dwell  in  them  and  walk 
with  them;  and  I  will  be  their  God,  and  they  shall  be  my 
people.  Wherefore  come  out  from  among  them,  and  be  ye 
separate,  saith  the  Lord,  and  touch  not  the  unclean  thing; 
and  I  will  receive  you,  and  I  will  be  a  Father  unto  you, 
and  ye  shall  be  my  sons  and  daughters,  saith  the  Lord 
Almighty." 

What  glorious  promises!  Eight  great  promises!  And 
every  one  of  them  hangs  by  the  single  thread  of  com- 
mand: "Ccme  out  from  among  them,  and  be  ye  sepa- 
rate!" We  must  "put  off"  the  old  life  as  we  would  put 
off  a  worn  and  badly  soiled  garment,  just  as  Paul  tells 
the  Christians  at  Colosse  in  Colossians,  chapter  3.  Space 
will  not  permit  my  quoting  all  that  this  short  chapter 
contains,  but  things  necessary  to  both  "put  off"  and  also 
to  "put  on"  are  contained  in  this  chapter.  Read  it!  This 
business  of  putting  off,  and  putting  on  is  the  process 
of  "purification"  spoken  of  in  1  Jolm  3:3:  "And  every 
man  that  hath  this  hope  in  Him  purifieth  liimself  even  as 
He  is  pure." 

Sanctification  then,  may  be  said  to  be  a  continual  pix)- 
cess  of  personal  purification.  Paul  gives  some  excellent 
advice  to  the  youthful  preacher,  Timothy,  regarding  this 
in  2  Timothy  2:19-23  in  these  words:  "Nevertheless  the 
foimdation  of  God  stands  sure,  having  this  seal:  'The 
Lord  knoweth  them  that  are  His,"  and  "Let  every  one 
that  nameth  the  name  of  Christ  depart  from  evil  ...  if 
therefore  a  man  cleanse  himself  from  these  things,  he 
will  be  a  vessel  for  honor,  sanctified  of  good  use  to  the 
Master,  prepared  for  every  good  work.  Now  flee  from 
youthful  desires,  and  pursue  righteousness,  faith,  char- 
ity,  peace,   with  them  that  call  upon  the  Lord  out  of  a 
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pure  heart.   But   foolish  and    unlearned    questions    avoid, 
knowing  that  they  do  gender  strife." 

We  may  "sanctify"  our  food  through  the  word  of  God 
and  prayer.  This  is  especially  interesting  to  know  in  dis- 
cussing the  claim  of  certain  sects  which  will  not  eat  pork, 
and  those  who  prohibit  their  members  from  eating  any 
kind  of  meat  on  certain  seasons.  In  1  Tim.  4:1-5  we  have 
the  story  in  these  wonls:  "Tlie  Spirit  expressly  says  that 
in  subsequent  seasoTis  some  will  fall  away  from  the 
Faith,  adhering  to  wandering  spirits  and  to  the  teaching 
of  demons,  by  hypocrisy  of  false  teachers  having  their 
ow^l  consciences  cauterized,  forbidding  to  marry  and  the 
use   of  foods   which   God   created    to    be    partaken    with 


thanksgiving  by  t'he  faithful  ones  who  know  the  truth. 
"Because  every  creature  of  God  is  good  and  nothing  to 
bo  rejected,  being  received  with  thanksgiving;  since  it  is 
.sanctified  by  the  word  of  God  and  prayer." 

Personal  sanctification  is  the  perfecting  of  personal 
character  conforming  to  the  will  of  Jesus  Christ;  the  at- 
tainment of  character  corresponding  to  the  divine  calling 
as  a  Chi-isti,an.  From  the  divine  side  it  is  preparation  for 
Christ's  service,  and  from  the  'human  side  it  entails  a 
complete  surrender  of  our  all  upon  God's  altar  as  a  rea- 
sonable  sacrifice  holy  and   acceptable  to  Him. 

— Waterloo,  Iowa. 
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TWENTY 


WAYS 


TO  HELP  YOU 


OBSERVE 


YOUTH 


MONTH 


NMAY 


1. 

2. 

3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 

7. 


9. 
10. 
11. 

12. 
13. 
14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 
19. 

20. 


Conduct  a  Family  Night 

Hold  a  Youth  Banquet  honoring  high  school  and  college 
graduates 

Church  Spring  Cleaning  program 

Conduct  a  series  of  public  services 

Hold  forums  on  problems  relating  to  the  local  situation 

Camp  and  Conference  promotion 

Visitation  Teams  (to  reach  members,  non-members, 
non-Christians).  A  week-end  of  consecrated  visitation 
with  a  youth  night  follow-up  is  very  helpful 

Have  Youth  Sunday  at  which  time  the  young  people 
take  over  the  Sunday  School  and  church  offices  (under 
supervision  of  regular  officials) 

Ministerial   and   Missionary  reci'uitment  programs 

Brethren  Church  Education  program 

Promote  Brethren  Youth  Work  Camps,  like  the  Ken- 
tucky work  camp  this  June 

Mission  emphasis 

Brethren  Youth  Kentucky  Gym  project 

Publications  emphasis  (promotion  of  ALL  BRETHREN 
literature) 

Ashland  College  and  Seminary  emphasis  pointing  up 
these  institutions  as  the  center  of  our  training-for-lead- 
ership  program 

Urge  Sunday  School  classes  to  hold  class  meetings, 
other  than  the  regular  Sunday  morning  services 

Attend  church  and  Sunday  School  business  meetings  to 
learn  the  organization's  problems;  present  your  own 
needs 

Establish  a  recreational  program  in  your  church 

Select  the  most  outstanding  .Brethren  youth  in  your 
church,  district  or  state 

Join  the  ranks  of  other  100%  BY  Churches;  those  in 
which  every  family  with  young  people  subscribe  to  the 
Brethren  Youth  Magazine 
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Missionary     Department 


GIVING  AND  SENDING 

Giving  for  missionary  work  and  sending  our  young 
people  in  person  to  carry  out  the  great  commission  must 
always  strike  a  balance  in  our  churches  and  in  the  broth- 
ei'hood.  One  of  these  without  the  other  cannot  possibly 
make  a  sound  missionary  program.. 

Dr.  Matthews,  a  missionary  to  India  now  on  furlough, 
said  in  a  missionary  conference  recently  that  many  of 
us  are  following  the  abdication  plan  of  missions  in  which 
we  are  willing  to  send  our  money  but  not  our  youth  or 
personal  representatives.  He  further  stated  that  we  are 
agreeable  to  supporting  building  campaigns  and  even  na- 
tional workers,  but  miss  many  blessings  because  we  fail 
in  calling  out  of  our  midst  those  whom  the  Lord  would 
have  go. 

Again  we  say  that  these  two  ministries  are  comple- 
mentary; one  does  not  take  precedence  over  the  other, 
for  both  are  needed.  We  are  required,  as  good  stewards, 
to  account  for  life  as  well  as  money  and  to  realize  that 
in  sending  those  of  our  fellowships  we  stimulate  the  giv- 
ing which  in  turn  makes  possible  the  sending. 

How  does  your  church  score  on  the  giving  and  sending 
in  the  missionary  program? 

USE  YOUR  LET'S  VESIT 
BRETHREN  MSSSiON  BOOKLET 

We  are  glad  to  know  that  some  of  our  church  organiza- 
tions are  making  more  than  an  ordinary  use  of  the  book- 
let entitled  Let's  Visit  Brethren  Missions  in  Argentina 
and  Nigeria.  One  of  the  W.  M.  S.  groups  in  an  Indiana 
church  made  a  study  of  the  contents  in  one  of  their 
meetings  recently.  We  commend  them  for  this  definite  step 
forward  in  missionaiy  education  at  the  local  level. 

Find  a  stimulating  and  helpful  way  to  use  the  booklet 
in  your  church,  Sunday  school  and  auxiliary  meetings. 
Know  what  you  are  doing  when  you  '  support  .Brethren 
missions. 


THE  SHANKS  TO  ITINERATE 

Doc  and  Jean  Shank  will  be  available  to  spend  some 
time  in  your  church  after  they  finish  their  work  ,at  Con- 
cordia Seminary,  early  in  June.  They  will  have  informa- 
tion on  the  Philippines  and  will  use  visual  aids  to  ac- 
quaint you  with  the  islands  and  some  of  the  evangelical 
work  being  carried  on  there. 

If  you  would  like  to  have  the  Shanks  visit  your  church, 
please  write  to  the  Missionary  Board  office  at  524  Col- 
lege Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio.  Suggest  several  dates  which 
might  be  suitable  in  order  that  we  may  find  a  time  when 
they  will  be  in  your  area. 


COOPERATION 

It  is  wonderful  just  to  think  about  the  words  of  the 
apostle  Paul,  v/hen  he  said  in  I  Corinthian.s  3:i»,  "We  are 
laborers  together  with  (iod,"  but  it  is  far  more  wonderful 
to  experience  this  great  truth  as  we  work  at  our  task;s, 
day  in  and  day  out.  To  know  that  there  are  those  out 
across  the  brotherhood  who  are  engaged  in  promoting  the 
outreach  of  the  Gospel  gives  great  sati.sfaction  to  one 
who  sees  the  picture  from  the  position  in  which  we  find 
ourselves. 

Particularly  at  this  time  when  some  splendid  Easter 
missionary  offerings  are  coming  into  our  office,  we  are 
aware  of  the  growing  cooperation  in  the  great  cause  of 
missions.  We  are  also  mindful  that  cooperation  runs  Ln 
two  directions  and  we  would  remind  you  that  our  office 
is  attempting  to  cooperate  with  the  churches  in  every 
way  possible. 

I  think  of  prayer  too,  when  considering  the  temi,  co- 
operation, for  prayer  is  cooperation  with  God  who  in 
turn  cooperates  with  His  children  to  do  the  work  that 
could  never  be  accomplished  othei-wise. 

The  truth  about  cooperation  is  expressed  very  simply 
in  the  poetic  lines  I  came  across  the  other  evening  while 
reading  a  Sunday  school  booklet  entitled,  "How  Well  Do 
You  Pull?"  I  hope  it  will  mean  as  much  to  you  as  it  does 
to  me. 

Sure,  I  can  take  a  hook  and  line 

And  catch  a  single  fish. 
But,  if  you'll  help  me  hold  the  seine 

We'll  take  in  all  you  wish, 
A  bigger  catch  and  better  weight 

Whenever  we  co-operate. 
Our  mighty  God  can  take  just  one 

And  make  a  thousand  flee; 
But  give  Him  two  and  then  He'll  run 

Ten  thousand  to  the  sea. 
Things  increase  at  a  ten-fold  i-ate 

Whenever  we  co-operate. 

—From  "How  Well  Do  You  Pull." 
— W.  C.  B. — Mission  Seci-etary. 
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Rev.  H.  Francis  Bcr\shire 


(An  address  delivered  at  the  Spi-htig  Camp  held  at  Mil- 
ledgeville,  HI.  on  March  2^-22.  This  was  the  result  of  an 
assigned  topic  entitled  "Missionary  Opportunities  In  The 
Local  Church.") 


OLD  MILLSTONE  CHURCH  was  located  on 
the  corner  of  Millstone  and  Milestone  Sts.  in 
Opportunity,  U.  S.  A.  The  door  of  this  church 
faced  Milestone  Street.  It  had  a  membership  of 
500  but  in  five  years  the  membership  was  re- 
duced to  50.  One  may  wonder  why  this  strange 
decrease  in  membership.  Let  me  relate  the  trag- 
edy of  this  church. 

Old  ^Millstone  Church  developed  a  peculiar  and 
common  diseiise — "selhsh-ittis."  It  affected  one 
common  avenue  of  Christian  growth  which  is  vi- 
tal to  every  Christian  and  church  member;  it  af- 
fected the  growth  of  stewardship.  Its  service  did 
not  go  bej'ond  itself.  Old  Millstone  Church  failed 
to  realize  and  appreciate  the  superior  value  of 
missions;  it  was  relegated  to  minor  importance 
in  this  church.  While  they  had  a  $300,000  budget 
only  $300.00  was  sent  for  missions.  There  was  an 
active  young  people's  group  of  75  members.  They 
too,  developed  "Selfish-itis."  At  the  end  of  the 
year  they  discovered  that  they  gave  only  $50  out 
of  their  $800  treasury  to  mission  work.  Their 
thoughts  did  not  go  beyond  themselves  either. 
Their  Christmas  offering  was  used  to  beautify 
the  church.  Their  Lenten  offering  was  used  for 
socials  and  a  skating  party. 

The  young  people  had  been  taught  to  pray, 
uoi'ship,  sit,  stand,  and  perform  other  functions 
in  the  church.  But  they  had  no  opportunity  to 
show  expi'ession  through  sharing  for  a  greater 
cause.  They  could  not  lose  themselves  in  Chris- 
tian service  for  others.  They  wondered  why 
church  was  dry;  why  the  Christian  life  was  dull 
and  unintere.sting.  They  experienced  nothing  of 
the  happiness  and  joy  which  other  Christian 
young  people  talked  about.  There  was  opportuni- 
ty all  around  but  thoy  failed  to  see  it  while  THE 
WORLD  WAS  CRYING  OUT  FOR  HELl^ 
PT.OM  THE  CHURCH! 

Is  it  any  wonder  why  Old  Millstone  Church  lost 
its  power  in  the  community  and  its  membership 


decreased  from  500  to  50  in  5  years?  This  church 
did  not  know  where  it  was  going,  what  it  was 
doing,  or  what  it  was  here  for!  It  was  like  the 
drunk  who  crossed  the  street  to  ask  where  the 
other  side  of  the  street  was.  When  he  was  di- 
rected to  the  other  side  he  said,  "That's  funny ;  a 
man  over  there  told  me  it  was  over  here!"  Old 
Millstone  Church  might  well  have  heeded  the 
sign  over  the  mortician's  office:  "Why  walk 
around  half  dead;  I'll  bury  you  for  $50."  | 

Is  it  any  wonder  that  the  door  of  Old  Mill- 
stone Church  was  changed  from  Milestone  St.  to 
Millstone  St.?  Many  people  and  many  churches 
are  missing  a  blessing  by  looking  the  wrong 
way !  The  millstone  was  hanged  about  this  church 
because  it  was  looking  the  wrong  way. 

But  Old  Milestone  Church  had  a  different  ex- 
perience. This  church  was  located  on  Milestone 
and  Millstone  Sts.  also.  But  the  doors  of  this 
church  faced  both  Millstone  and  Milestone  Sts. 
It  had  a  membership  of  only  150  members  which 
expanded  to  a  membership  of  300  in  5  years.  It 
also  developed  "mission-itis"  which  is  an  unordi- 
nary  function  of  many  churches.  It  was  a  small 
church  BUT  GOD  DOESN'T  REQUIRE  A 
CHURCH  TO  BE  BIG  IN  ORDER  TO  HAVE  A 
MIND  FOR  MISSIONS!  But  the  pleasant  and 
satisfying  result  is  that  the  church  will  grow  into 
a  big  church!  The  Church  is  God's  ordained  mis- 
sionary society  and  every  member  a  life  mem- 
ber. 

Old  Milestone  had  a  dynamic  mission  program. 
Space  is  too  small  to  elaborate  and  tell  of  its 
mission  program.  They  had  a  real  case  of  "go- 
getteritis"  though.  The  young  people  took  over 
the  mission  program  of  the  church.  Mission  edu- 
cation was  not  "talked  about"  but  was  per- 
formed. The  mission  spirit  was  high.  The  young 
people  really  believed  the  words  that  were  found 
in  a  Chicago  restaurant,  "What  a  man  knows  has 
to  be  put  into  action  to  really  count!"  Jesus  said 


MAY  2,  1953 


PAf;K  NINK 


this  years  ago,  "If  yc  know  theso  things,  happy 
;ire  ye  if  ye  do  them !" 

Many  resources  were  used  to  promote  the  mis- 
sion spirit.  Stories  were  told  to  primary  depart- 
ments in  the  Sunday  School.  One  Sunday  each 
month  was  devoted  entirely  to  missions.  The  reg- 
ular Sunday  School  lesson  was  set  aside  if  neces— 
s,ary,  in  order  to  teach  missions.  The  offeiing 
was  used  for  a  definite  mission  project.  Some  of 
their  projects  were  large  and  others  small.  How- 
ever, they  found  that  no  project  was  too  large 
BECAUSE  GOD  HELPED! 

Displays  of  missionary  materials,  such  as, 
trinkets,  pictures,  maps  of  foreign  mission 
points,  invaded  the  church  on  this  special  Sun- 
day. Posters  w^ere  made  by  the  pupils.  Old  Mile- 
stone Church  used  local  resources  for  mission 
work.  Its  members  made  monthly  visits  to  the 
hospitals,  jails,  mental  institutions,  home  for  the 
aged  people,  and  other  institutions.  Books,  tracts, 
magazines,  were  distributed  on  streets  as  well 
as  in  institutions. 

They  learned  that  THEY  COULD  NOT  SEE 
FOREIGN  MISSIONS  UNTIL  THEY  HAD  A 
LIVING  CONCEPT  OF  HOME  MISSIONS!  The 
young  peoples  group  gave  their  Lenten  offering, 
which  was  self-earned  and  a  sacrifice,  to  mis- 
sions! Above  all  the  greatest  effort  in  their  mis- 
sion spirit  was  when  each  began,  weekly,  to  in- 
vite someone  to  the  worship  service.  And  that 
brings  one  to  the  heart  of  missions.  THE  VERY 
HEART  AND  CORE  OF  MISSIONS  IS  EVAN- 
GELISM! 

Missions  is  more  than  sending  money;    it    is 


more  than  supporting  a  mission  .school,  hospital, 
or  institution ;  it  is  moro  than  collecting  old 
clothes,  magazines,  etc.;  it  is  more  than  building 
society,  as  some  think.  A  man  aski-d  Lyman 
Beechar,  a  great  preacher  of  the  past,  what  was 
the  noblest  and  most  one  could  do  for  another  hu- 
man. Lyman  Beechei-  said,  "The  greatest  thing 
one  can  do  for  another  is  to  lead  him  to  Christ  I" 

The  church  that  will  have  Christ's  favor  and 
blessing  is  the  church  that  knows  where  it  is  go- 
ing, what  it  is  doing,  and  what  is  here  fori  IT 
MUST  HAVE  POWER  OR  GO  OUT  OF  BUSI- 
NESS! 

Old  Milestone  Church  knew  what  its  mission 
was.  Its  young  people  realized  the  value  of  mis- 
sion work  and  evangelism.  They  learned  that  the 
best  means  of  winning  young  people  was  through 
young  people.  Young  people  know  young  people's 
likes  and  dislikes ;  they  know  how  to  appeal  to 
young  people;  they  know  their  problems  and  ex- 
cuses. As  for  methods  they  use  "friendships"  and 
social  events.  They  believed  the  words  that 
"more  things  are  wrought  by  friendships  than 
the  world  dreams  of"  as  reality.  As  for  their  so- 
cial events  they  didn't  lose  sight  of  Jesus  Christ 
as  did  Old  Millstone  Church  ! 

Old  Milestone  Church  "lost  its  life  for  His  sake 
and  found  it."  It  realized  that  there  was  nothing 
so  inspiring  as  a  world  wide  endeavor  to  bring 
an  achieving  faith  in  Christ.  Its  parish  was  not 
limited  to  an  immediate  area  but  with  John 
Wesley  believed  that  "The  world  was  its  parish." 

—Udell.  Iowa. 


Items    of  General    Interest 
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were  shown  on  April  15th  by  Brother  Eugene  J.  Beekley, 
Pastor  of  our  Warsaw  Church. 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  .Brother  Robert  K.  Higgins  says 
in  his  bulletin,  "We  are  planning  a  weekly  radio  broad- 
cast from  the  church  in  the  near  future.  Be  watching  for 
the  date."  Indiana  Brethren  will  want  to  be  anticipating 
the  first  broadcast,  and  to  tune  in  on  it. 

Five  new  members  were  received  into  the  church  re- 
cently. 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  Brother  Charles  Munson,  Nation- 
al Brethren  Youth  Director,  was  guest  speaker  April  21st, 


22nd,  and  23rd,  in  the  Waterloo  Church.  Tuesday,  a  Lay- 
men's meeting  was  held,  Wednesday,  a  Youth  Dinner  for 
Junior  and  Senior  Youth  Fellowships,  and  Thursday,  a 
general  church  service  was  held. 

UDELL,  IOWA.  Family  Night  was  observed  on  April 
15th.  It  was  known  as  "Personality  Night,"  with  each 
person  asked  to   bring  one   of  their  baby  pictures  along. 

The  Korean  motion  picture,  "Land  of  Heartbreak,"  was 
shown  on  April  19th.  This  is  a  Pocket  Testament  League 
fihn  which  shows  authentic  pictures  of  Korea. 

TUCSON,  ARIZONA.  The  Tucson  church  is  planning 
ahead  for  the  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School  to  be  held 
June  1st  to  12th.  Brother  Vernon  D.  Grisso.  Pastor,  in- 
forms us  that  the  closing  program  will  be  held  on  June 
14th,  with  .Brother  Charles  Munson.  National  Brethren 
Youth  Director,  as  the  speaker.  (.Good  planning  always 
produces  good  results.) 
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SOME  MOTHER'S  CHILD 

(Continued  from  Page  3) 

wai-d  just  a  few  days  previous,  that  she  in  her  younger 
days  thouglit  him  rather  severe  in  insisting  that  she  keep 
the  i-ight  kind  of  hours  and  the  right  kind  of  friends,  but 
that  now  since  she  was  happily  married  and  had  a  fam- 
ily, she  was  very  thankful  that  he  had  raised  hor  as  he 
did. 

We  do  not  advocate  "beatings,"  severe  restraints,  and 
life  or  death  rules,  for  these  result  only  in  producing  a 
young  person  which  will  too  often  later  become  a  social 
problem    when    parental    restraint    is    removed. 

Hut.  correction  is  necessary!  The  kind  that  finds  mother 
and  father  reading  the  Bible  to  their  children  in  the  fam- 
ily cii-cle.  The  kind  that  finds  mother  and  father  in  prayer 
with  and  for  their  children.  The  kind  that  finds  the  family 
in  the  house  of  the  Lord  for  worship  and  for  church-cen- 
tered social  activities.  The  kind  that  teaches  by  precept, 
word  of  mouth,  and  example  the  things  that  children  are 
to  do.  The  kind  that  warns  against  those  things  which 
i-esult  in  destroyed  soul  and  body.  The  kind  that,  when 
necessary,  finds  the  proper  amount  of  one  lianded  ap- 
plauding in  the  right  place  on  the  child. 

THE  ANSWER  TO  THE  CRIME  RATE 

CHRISTIAN  TRAINING  is  the  answer!  The  Bible  is 
replete  with  admonitions  to  train  children  to  love,  fear 
and  respect  God,  to  love  and  respect  their  fellowmen  and 
propei-ty.   What  else  do  you   need  to  solve  the  problem  ? 

So,  mothers,  fathers,  we  encourage  you  to  be  alarmed 
at  this  rising  crime  rate;  alarmed  to  the  point  where  you 
will  be  mindful  of  the  spiritual  needs  of  your  child.  Know 
what  your  childi-en  are  doing.  Know  where  they  are.  Talk 
with  them,  gain  their  confidence,  and  show  them  the 
way. 

To  the  degree  to  which  American  parents  will  do  this, 
to  that  degree  will  the  crime  increase  be  stopped.  A  safer, 
crime  free  America  is  conditional  on  American  mothers 
and  fathers  who  train  their  children  in  God's  Holy  ways. 
— W.  S.  B. 
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.MT.  OLIVET,  DELAWARE 

The  Mt.  Olivet  Brethren  Church  of  Georgetown,  Dela- 
ware,   felt   ourselves   blessed   to   have   as   our    Evangelist 


this  year,  Rev.  John  F.  Locke,  of  Maurertown,  Virginia 
who  came  with  us  March  23rd,  and  remained  with  us 
over  Good  Friday,  April  3rd. 

We  all  enjoyed  to  see  the  beautiful  pictures  of  Pales 
tine  and  to  hear  the  exposition  of  his  travels.  To  these 
were  added  a  good  true  Gospel  sermon  every  night.  The 
people's  hearts  were  warmed,  and  they  said,  "It  was  gooil 
to  be  here."  Rain  or  shine,  the  people  came  to  see  the 
pictures  and  to  hear  the  Word  of  God  expounded;  they 
came  and  came  back  for  more. 

Several  of  the  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
our  neighborhood  came  and  said,  "We  enjoyed  the  pic- 
tures and  the  sennon."  They  proved  it  by  coming  again; 
and  it  was  a  pleasure  to  us  to  have  them  with  us. 

Brother  Locke  had  well  prepared  sermons,  and  they 
were  delivered  without  fear  or  favor;  this  the  people 
enjoyed  and  came  back  for  more.  Our  Brethren  are 
trained  in  the  Gospel  tnath  and  do  not  enjoy  a  substi- 
tute for  the  Word  of  God.  .Brother  Locke  suited  them, 
and  they  told  him  so. 

There  were  thirteen  who  made  the  good  confession. 
One  of  these  was  a  renewal  and  twelve  were  baptized 
by  Triune  Immersion.  Seven  of  these  were  first  time 
confessions,  while  five  of  them  came  from  the  Methodist 
Church.  Brother  John  and  I  praised  the  Loi-d  often  for 
these  converts  to  Christ  our  Lord. 

As  the  Pastor,  I  am  thanking  God  and  asking  His 
strength  and  wisdom  to  guide  these  into  the  fullest  union 
with  His  precious  Son,  and  a  constant  leading  of  His 
Holy  Spirit.  My  desiie  is  to  have  each  member  to  Grow 
and  Glow  for  Christ  at  Home,  at  Work,  at  Sunday  School 
and  Church.  I  want  Jesus  to  be  their  all  in  all.  Easter 
Sunday  we  had  our  Spring  Communion;  it  was  most 
blessed  and  good  to  be  there. 

Brother  Locke  has  a  standing  invitation  to  come  with 
us  again;  his  wife  and  mother  are  included.  May  the 
Lord  bless  the  Family  and  grant  that  Brother  Locke  may 
have  several  rich  ingatherings  of  souls  in  the  Brethren 
Chui-ch  this  year,  granting  him  good  health  and  strength 
to  cope  with  the  work  before  him. 

— S.  E.  Christiansen,   Pastor. 

CHEYENNE,  WYOMING 

We  would  like  to  send  these  words  to  the  readers  of 
THE  EVANGELIST  to  let  you  know  what  we  have  been 
doing  out  here  in  the  "wild  and  wooly  west."  Everything 
has  been  going  along  about  routine  for  the  past  year. 

However  in  July,  it  was  decided  that  our  prayer  meet- 
ing group  should  resolve  itself  into  a  special  prayer  band 
for  a  campaign  for  souls.  This  meeting  was  to  be  held 
at  a  later  date  when,  and  if  a  suitable  Evangelist  could 
be  secured. 

After  several  months.  Brother  Claud  Studebaker  sug- 
gested to  us,  and  endorsed  Rev.  C.  C.  Grisso,  of  Mexico, 
Indiana,  as  a  suitable  Evangelist.  Following  weeks  of 
prayer  and  correspondence,  suitable  arrangements  were 
made.  It  was  settled  that  he  was  to  hold  a  series  of 
meetings  starting  January  20th,  and  ending  on  the  eve 
of  February  5th. 

This  meeting  is  now  history,  and  we  are  now  chalking 
up  the  results  of  the  special  prayer  services  and  the  cam- 
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paigTi  proper.  Evei-ything  was  in  readiness  by  the  time 
the  Evangelist  amved  on  the  scene.  Tho  time  of  harvest 
was  at  hand,  as  was  indicated  by  the  acceptance  of  th(; 
Lord  by  four  boys  on  the  preceding  Sunday.  Therefore 
it  was  evident  from  the  beginning  that  the  meetings 
would  be  a  success. 

The  Spirit  of  God  prevailed;  there  were  fair  crowds 
attending  each  evening,  and  the  speaker.  Rev.  Grisso,  was 
well  qualified  to  handle  his  part  of  the  campaign.  His 
Bible  chart  lectures  were  interesting  and  educational. 
Likewise,  his  evangelistic  sermons  were  most  helpful,  in- 
spiring, comforting  and  persuasive.  Much  credit  is  due 
Brother  Grisso  for  the  fine  way  he  conducted  the  meet- 
ings, and  for  the  final  results. 

The  closing  evening  was  climaxed  with  one  of  the  best 
messages  of  the  event,  with  a  fellowship  gathering  of 
all  Christians  at  the  front  of  the  auditorium,  where  they 
gathered  for  prayer,  and  where  several  made  known  their 
willingness  to  do  according  to  the  Lord's  will.  These  made 
themselves  available  for  any  kind  of  special  work  to 
which  the  Lord  might  call  them. 

As  a  result  of  the  special  effort  put  forth,  there  were 
22  confessions,  15  of  which  have  followed  their  Lord  in 
baptism,  2  have  been  taken  into  the  church  by  fonner 
baptism,  1  came  in  reconsecration,  and  four  there  are 
who  have  not  yet  been  baptized  on  account  of  the  objec- 
tion of  parents.  We  would  like  to  point  out  that  personal 
visitation  in  the  homes  accounted  for  eleven  (just  half) 
of  the  22  conversions;  all  11  of  these  were  taken  into  the 
church.   Certainly  this   is   one  strike  for  home  visitation. 

On  the  Sunday  following  the  meetings,  we  had  almost 
a  full  house,  with  4  accepting  the  Lord  (these  four  are 
counted  in  the  22  before  mentioned.)  The  evening  ser- 
vices gave  way  to  baptismal  services.  The  attendance  was 
63.  Following  the  baptism,  47  of  the  group  partook  of 
the  Lord's  Supper.  All  but  three  of  these  communing 
Christians  were  members  of  the  Cheyenne  Brethren 
Church,  which  represents  about  80%  of  our  membership. 

All  in  all,  this  meeting  represents  the  greatest  out- 
pouring of  the  Holy  Spirit  yet  experienced  in  this  church. 
We  continue  to  praise  God  for  the  victories  won  in  these 
special  efforts  put  forth  for  the  saving  of  souls.  Will  you 
continue  to  pray  with  us  that  the  revival  spirit  may  con- 
tinue in  evidence  the  whole  year,  and  for  years  to  come. 
Yours  in  the  service  of  the  King, 

— Frank    W.    Garber,    Pastor. 

FALLS  CITY,  NEBRASKA 

Our  Revival  started  March  16th  and  closed  March  29th. 
The  minister  was  Rev.  John  F.  Burton,  of  the  Mulvane, 
Kansas,  .Brethren  Church.  His  messages  were  challenges 
to  the  church  members,  and  were  well  received  by  those 
who  heard  them.  Rev.  Burton  is  a  forceful  speaker  and  he 
knows  his  subjects. 

In  the  two  weeks  there  were  none  present  who  were 
non-church  members,  except  very  young  children. 

Several  from  the  other  churches  attended  the  sei-vices. 
During  the  two  weeks,  Mrs.  Burton  brought  the  Jimior 
church  messages  each  Sunday. 

Easter  Sunday,  Junior  church  was  large,  and  the  Easter 
story  brought  by  Mrs.   Joe  Lemmon    was    enjoyed    very 


much   by   the   children   and   young  people,   ^'or  the  adalt 
services  we  had  thf;  largest  attendaiice  that  we  have  had 

for  several  years. 

Oui-  Juiiior  chuich  that  was  organized  in  January  i» 
doing  well.  Since  a  diffeient  lay  member  brings  the  meB- 
.sage  each  Sunday,  the  children  look  foru-ard  to  some- 
thing  different   and    wonder   what   it   will    be. 

Kaster  morning.  Rev.  Eppley  brought  the  Easter  st^jry 
of  the  "Rolling  Away  of  the  Stone";  In  the  evening,  he 
spoke  on   the  events  that  took   place  on   that  day. 

(Mrs.)  Maiy  E.  Rieger,  Cor.  Sec. 
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ASHLAND   COLLEGE 

YOUNG   PEOPLE  VISIT 

CAMERON.  W.  VA.  CHURCH 


Left   to   Right:    VVilliam   Howard,   Edna    Linsley,   Kenneth 
Howard,    Mara   Lee   Eicher,    and    Ronald    Ritchey 

^  ^  ^ 

Here  you  see  a  group  of  young  people  from  Ashland 
College,  who  traveled  to  Cameron,  West  Virginia,  to  hold 
services  recently.  While  we  were  there,  we  held  oui*  first 
service  Sunday  morning  at  Cameron.  We  then  went  on 
to  Quiet  Dell  for  our  second  service  of  that  morning.  In 
the  evening  at  Cameron,  we  had  charge  of  the  Brethren 
Youth  Crusaders  meeting.  In  this  we  had  a  very  good 
discussion.  Following  the  Crusader  meeting,  we  conducted 
the  evening  Church  service. 

We  had  a  very  enjoyable  time,  and  are  looking  for- 
wai'd   to   visiting  there   again   in  the   near  future. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Holsinger,  Pastor  and  wife  at  Cameron 
and  Quiet  Dell,  are  in  fine  spirits,  and  of  course,  so  is 
their  young  son,  Mark  Andrew. 

As  a  group,  our  main  objective  is  to  carry  the  Gospel 
of  CHRIST  JESUS  with  us  wherever  we  are  found.  Ii; 
this  group  of  young  workers  pictured  here,  there  are 
vocal  solos,  duets,  instrumental  numbers,  and  some  very 
fine  sermons.  All  of  this  for  the  furthering  of  the  Gospel 
of  CHRIST  JESUS. 

— Kenneth  Howani. 
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Topic   for   Mav    10.    1953 

N\  M  M     DOES   SOITH    AMERICA   MEAN   TO   ME? 

Kob  and  Jane  Byler.  Guest   Writers 

I.  ARE  WE  THE  ONLY  AMERICANS?  Proud  as  we 
are  to  be  called  "Americans,"  and  always  prone  to  think 
of  America  as  the  U.  S.  A.,  we  dare  not  ignore  the  fact 
that  there  is  a  vast  continent  to  the  south  and  east  of  us 
which  also  bears  the  name  "America."  And  those  who  live 
there  are  pleased  to  be  Americans  as  we  ai-e.  You  are  in- 
terested in  Latin  America  because  there  are  ties  that  will 
link  the  Northern  and  Southern  continents  closer  together 
than  ever  before. 

For  centuries  the  paths  of  the  two  have  barely  crossed, 
for  our  country  had  her  ties  and  commercial  interests 
in  Northern  Europe  and  Asia  while  the  southern  conti- 
nent drew  her  cultural,  and  religious  and  social  customs 
and  ideas  from  Southern  Eui-ope  and  paid  little  heed  to 
her  "Big  Neighbor." 

II.  awakening:  Now,  however,  there  are  signs — 
some  bright  and  some  ominous — that  the  Southern  con- 
tinent is  waking  out  of  a  long  slumber — a  siesta  that 
has  lasted  for  centuries.  Long  held  in  medieval  customs 
and  age-old  superstitions,  the  lower  classes  who  have 
lived  wretchedly  and  ignorantly,  are  only  in  the  last  years 
becoming  restless  and  are  stirred  by  political  leaders  who 
see  in  them  strength — if  their  ignorance  and  emotions 
are  properly  exploited. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  wealthy  and  educated  aristoc- 
racy is  beginning  to  see  the  end  of  her  dominion  over 
masses  of  the  people.  The  awakening  is  bringing  into  be- 
ing a  growing  middle  class.  This  means  that  whereas  the 
old  Colonial-Spanish-Catholic  system  produced  fine 
schools  for  a  few  pi-ivileged  folks,  but  had  little  use  for 
popular  education,  governments  aie  now  providing  means 
for  more  and  more  of  the  population  to  enroll  in  .schools 
and  the  illiteracy  rates  are  changing  rapidly. 

III.  SFIRITCAL  awakening?  No  one  can  doubt 
that  Latin  America  is  arising  to  take  her  place  in  the 
world.  What  greatly  conceins  many  of  us  is  whether  she 
will  emerge  fi-om  her  present  reforms  and  high  hopes 
with  a  great  Christian  witness  and  testimony,  oi'  whethei 
.she  will  be  an  atheistic  and  .skeptical  neighbor. 

For  the  "awakening"  is  also  affecting  the  religious  life 
of  the  peoples.  Many  are  throwing  off  the  fetters  of  an 
intolerant,  heavy  load  of  leligious  "rites"  and  "works." 
Some  are  turning  away  from  anything  religious  at  all — 
leaving  a  great  spii'itual  vacuum.  Some  follow  the  old 
religious  customs  without  receiving  any  personal  joy  or 
help  from  it. 

Others,  thank  God,  are  longing  to  hear  the  Gospel  of 
Grace    and    love!    It   is   for   these   re.stless   souls    that    wo 


must  pray — it  is  to  them  that  we  must  go  with  the  Gos- 
pel. 

IV.  AM  I  MY  BROTHER'S  KEEPER?  We  might  well 
ask  ourselves:  "What  does  it  matter  to  ME  that  in  South 
America  some  of  the  people  are  longing  for  a  vital  and 
personal  spiritual  life?"  Well,  it  will  matter  to  you 
just  as  much  as  Christ  "Matters"  to  You!  For  He  is  the 
smswer  to  their  need.  He  gave  Himself  for  them  just  as 
much  as  He  gave  Himself  for  you.  He  commands  His 
children  to  take  the  Gospel  into  all  the  world.  If  you  love 
Him  dearly  you  will  be  greatly  concerned.  If  you  earnest- 
ly seek  to  do  His  will,  you  will  be  led  to  ask  if  He  will 
deign  to  send  you.  If  you  have  experienced  the  joy  of 
new  life  in  your  soul,  you  will  want  to  share  it  with 
others  who  have  never  known  real  peace  and  content- 
ment of  heart.  If  you  want  to  obey  Christ's  command, 
you  will  even  now  go  by  way  of  your  gifts,  your  prayers, 
and  your  encouragement  to  others. 

If   Christ's   life  is  overflowing  in   your  heart,  some  of' 
the  overflow  will  go  to  South  America  and  other  unevan- 
gelized  parts  of  the  world. 

V.  "IN  CHAINS."  The  following  poem  was  written 
by  Dr.  Yoder's  granddaughter  in  Spanish  and  was  trans- 
lated for  you  because  it  expresses  a  deep  concern  for 
souls  in  Argentina.  Won't  you  make  it  the  prayer  of 
your  heart? 

IN  CHAINS 

To  look  at  the  agony  of  some  soul  and  not  do  ,a  thing. 
To  see  the  spiritual  darkness  in  which  he  is  succumbing. 
Overcome  by  turbulent  passions,  fighting  against  doubts, 
temptations  and,  looking — not  do  a  thing! 

Oh,  God  most  High,  give  me  anxiety,  love, 

For  those  lost  souls! 

Let  me  see  that  it  is  my  debt  to  confess  to    them    the 

light  of  Thy  truth. 
They  march  through  life.  They  go  uncertainly. 
And    many    there     are     who     stumble    and     fall — without 

strength  for  more. 

There  are  good  folks  among  them,  and  sincex-e, 
And  some  who  seek  Thee  truly. 
There  are  those  who  blaspheme  Thy  name, 
They  do  it  in  ignorance  of  Thy  love. 

Lord — what    an    agonizing   caravan,    seeking   here,    fever- 
ishly, anxiously  for  love  and  happiness. 

Oh,  God  of  power,  give  me  strength! 

That  I  may  run  to  them  and  love  them — 

That  I   may  take  the  blindness  from  their  eyes. 

And  speak  to  them  of  Thy  love  and  of  Thy  Peace! 

Make  me  see  them — marching  sadly — and  in  chains! 

— Elsie  Romanenghi  Powell. 


Becau.se  the  next  issue  of  THE  EVANGELIST  will  be 
given  over  largely  to  the  interests  of  the  Brethren  Youth 
Offering,  we  here  print  Prtayer  Meeting  topics  and  Sun- 
day School  Lesson  Comments  for  two  weeks.  The.se  will 
not  appear  next  week. — ^W.  .S.  B. 
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WHO  ARE  MOTHERS? 
By  H.  A.  Gossard 

Thei'e  are  mothers  and  others  of  noble  birth; 

There    are    others,    called    mothers,    of    little    worth; 

But   "bii"th"   doesn't   make    women    mothers: 
The  labor  and  love  for  all  those  whom  they  bore, 
The  care  and  the  prayer  for  folks  troubled  and  sore, 

These   traits  make  them   more  than  "just  others." 

Women   are  mothers  for  more  than   the  name: 
Good  mothers  will  pity;   they'll  oft  take  the  blame 

For  things  they  in  sorrow  discover. 
The  test  of  a  mother  lay  not  in  her  tact 
Of  finding  the  wrong  and  revealing  the  fact,  •   ■ 

But  in  proving  instead  she's  a  Lover. 

Real    mothers    are    women    whose    love    never    ends 
In    unselfish    service    alone    to    their   friends — 

.But  to  all  who  in  need  they  can  mother. 
That  is  the  attitude  Christ  recommended 
To  us,  to  the  world,  before  He  ascended. 

"They're  My  Mother  and  Sister  and  Brother." 

—Matt.   12:46-50. 

BROTHER  GOSSARD  SUGGESTS  that  for  a  "frag- 
mentary source  of  the  poem  and  for  more  than  it 
could  possibly  contain  or  convey,  that  you  read  Acts 
9:36-41;  Judges  5:7;  2  Tim.  1:5;  1  Sam.  1:12-16,  and  all 
the  Marys  and  other  noble  women  of  ancient  and  modern 
times." 

Children  have  a  precious  place  in  Scripture  (Psalm 
127:3.  4).  God  promises  to  make  the  ban-en  "a  joyful 
mother  of  children"  (Psalm  113:9).  Scripture  gives  a 
special  place  to  motherhood,  and  especially  when  it  comes 
to  the  loving  human  mother  of  our  Lord  (Luke  2:19,  48- 
52;  John  19:25).  God  uses  m,any  metaphors  in  His  Word 
to  describe  His  relationship  to  His  children.  One  of  the 
most  tender  is  the  picture  of  Himself  as  having  the  com- 
passion and  love  of  a  mother  (Isaiah  66:13).  His  desire  to 
mother  the  wayward  is  depicted  in  our  Lord's  weeping 
over  Jerusalem  (Matt.  23:37).  As  in  infancy  we  depended 
upon  our  mothers  for  clothing,  food,  and  cleansing  so 
must  we  always  depend  upon  a  benevolent  God  for  these 
things  (M,att.  6:11,  30;  1  John  1:9).  Like  a  mother  He 
pi'otects  us  from  harm  and  danger,  and  supplies  all  our 
needs  (Psalm  84:11).  Our  parents  may  have  to  leave  us, 
but  God  will  never  forsake  us  (Psalm  27:10).  Our  moth- 
ers may  fail  to  see  our  faults,  but  God  loves  us  in  spite 
of  His  full  knowledge  of  our  faults  (1  John  3:16).  A 
mother's  intuition  of  danger  or  need  of  her  children  even 
away  from  home  reminds  us  of  God's  all-knowing  watch 
and  care  (Matt.  18:10;  Heb.  1:14).  Just  as  there  are 
times  when  no  one  can  fill  the  bill  quite  like  mother,  so 
at  al!  times  God  is  indispensable  (John  6:68). 


.Something  of  God  m  a  mother's  love 
Something  of  His  tendemcHS  and  care; 
I  never  see  a  mother  bent  above 
A  littlo  child,  hut  I  can  see  God  there. 

"And  I  can  h(;ar  Him  in  the  v\o('1h  she  says 

To  little  children  gathered  at  her  knee; 

(Jod's    own    voice    speaking    througli    hei-    lips,    the    words 

That  will  bear  fruitage  for  eternity. 

"And  I  can  feel  Him  in  a  mother's  touch, 

Across  the  widening  years  her  shielding  hands 

Will  still  reach  out  as  if  to  keep  fi'oni  harm 
Her  litth;  child — how  well   God  understands. 

"A  mother's  heart,  so  like  His  own  it  isl 
True  motherhood  has  touched  His  garment's  hem 
For  strength  and  wisdom,  and  I  am  quite  sure 
We  honoi-  Him  the  day  wo  honor  them." 

—Exodus   -Zi)-.]'!. 

AT  PRAYER  MEETLNG 

it  was  only  a  handful  gathered  in 

To  the  little  place  of  prayer. 
Outside  were  sti-uggle  and  pain  and  sin, 

But  the  Lord  Himself  was  there. 
He  came  to  redeem  the  pledge  He  gave — 

Wherever  His   loved  ones   be    (Matt.    18:19,    20) 
To  stand  Himself  in  the  midst  of  them 

Though  they  count  but  two  or  three. 

— Margaret  E.   Sangster. 

TO  HAVE  AN  EFFECTUAL  PRAYER  (James  5:16b) 
and  prayer  meeting  there  must  be  an  abiding  in 
Christ  (John  15:7),  an  uncondemning  heart  and  an  obe- 
dient life  (1  John  3:21,  22).  Without  a  good  conscience 
and  an  honest  life,  have  we  a  moral  basis  for  the  com- 
mon appeal,  "pray  for  us,"  and  have  reason  to  expect 
an  answer  (Heb.  13:8)?  Can  God  as  our  Holy  Father 
grant  petitions  that  have  no  moral  basis  behind  them 
(James  4:3)  ?  Does  not  the  true  basis  of  prayer  go  down 
to  the  very  roots  and  moral  springs  of  our  being  (Psalm 
51:6)?  Will  not  the  condition  of  our  heart  determine  the 
answer  we  get  to  prayer  (Jer.  17:9,  10)?  Can  our 
prayers  be  right  if  our  hearts  are  wrong  (Psalm  66:18)? 
May  not  the  heart  of  the  matter  be  the  condition  of  our 
own  heart  (Prov.  4:23)  ?  May  God  help  us  to  search  our 
own  heart  with  the  searchlight  of  His  Word  (Psalm  119: 
130).  Our  God  is  real  with  us  and  we  must  be  real  \\ith 
Him  for  He  will  not  wink  at  sin  (Psalm  44:21).  His 
Word  will  cleanse  us  (Psalm  119:9)  and  keep  us  from 
sin  (119:11).  Our  heart  must  be  searched  according  to 
God's  standards  for  searching  and  not  by  our  own  stand- 
ards (Psalm  139:23,  24).  Only  the  pure  in  heart  can  see 
God  for  mercy  and  grace  (Psalm  51:16.  17).  and  for 
power  and  efficacy  in  prayer  and  soul  winning  (51:10-13). 

Do  we  attend  the  prayer  meeting  in  order  to  pray,  to 
express  a  need  and  to  expect  a  blessing,  or  do  we  go  be- 
cause it  is  our  custom  (Acts  16:13)?  Do  we  in  prayer 
speak  to  God,  or  to  men  (Matt.  6:5)?  Do  we  in  prayer 
"pray  at"  those  whose  ways  we  do  not  approve  (Luke  IS: 
11)?  Shall  we  in  prayer  explain  Bible  teachings  unto 
God?  Do  we  need  to  know  HOW  to  pray  (Luke  11:1)? 
Do   we  know   WHAT  we   should  pray    for    as    we    ought 
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(Koinans  8:26)?  When  should  we  stand  for  prayer  (Mark 
11:25)?  When  should  we  kneel  in  prayer  (Luke  22:41: 
Acts  20:30)?  When  should  we  bow  down  (Psalm  95:(5)? 
When  should  we  fast  and  pray  (Acts  13:2,  3;  14:23;  Matt. 
17:21)? 

Can  two  pray  well  together  if  each  has  a  special 
thought  of  his  own  to  carry  out  (Matt.  18:10)?  Are  we 
to  meet  just  in  oi-der  to  pray  or  are  we  to  have  some  d(!fi- 
njte  object  on  our  hearts  for  which  with  one  accord  we 
wait  upon  God  (Acts  1:14;  2:1)?  How  long  should  we 
keep  on  praying  if  no  answer  conies?  How  would  you  an- 
swer the  poet  in  the  following  lines? 

"For  years  I've  prayed  and  yet  I  see  no  change. 
1  he   Mountain  stands  exactly  where  it  stood; 
The  shadows  that  it  cast  are  just  as  deep; 
The  pathway  to  its  summit  e'en  more  steep. 
Shall  1  pray  on  ? 

"Shall   I   pray  on  with  ne'er  a  hopeful  sign? 
Not  only  does  the  mountain  still  remain, 
But  while  I  watch  to  see  it  disappear 
Becomes  the  more  appalling  year  by  year. 
Shall  I  still  pray  on  ? 

What  shall  we  pray  for  (Matt.  7:11;  1  Cor.  14:1;  Matt. 
r):44;  9:38;  26:41;  Luke  11:2;  Col.  1:9;  I  Thess.  5:23,  25; 
James  5:13,  16;  Phil.  4:6,  etc.  Pray  for  the  lost  because 
it  is  God's  will  that  none  should  perish  (Romans  10:1; 
2  Peter  3:9).  And  how  .shall  we  pray  (1  Cor.  14:15)?  If 
I  am  praying  according  to  the  Word  of  God  and  I  am  in 
His  will,  I  shall  pray  on  whether  the  answer  be  near  or 
far! 
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Lesson  Commenfs  by  Fred  C.  Vanator 

Lesson   for  May   10,   1953 

A  PREACHER  IN  CHAINS 

Lesson:  Acts  28:14b-24,  30-31 

PALL,  first,  last  and  all  the  time  was  a  preacher.  He 
never  stopped  preaching,  and  even  though  he  was 
bound  in  chains,  he  never  permitted  the  Gospel,  of  which 
he  felt  he  held  a  peculiar  custody,  to  be  bound. 

As  we  open  our  lesson  with  the  last  part  of  a  verse  in 
Acts  28,  the  14th,  we  are  impressed  with  the  words  found 
there — "  .  .  .  and  so  we  went  on  toward  Rome."  That 
journey  of  Paul  to  Rome  had  been  a  long  and  arduous 
one.  It  had  really  begun  on  the  staiicase  of  the  Palace 
in  Jerusalem  when  Paul  had  decided  to  "appeal  to  Cae- 
.sar,"  which  was  his  right  as  a  Roman  citizen.  From  that 
point,  in  chains,  bound  day  and  night  to  a  guard,  Paul 
was  treated  not  as  a  Roman  citizen,  free  to  act  for  him- 
.self,  but  rather  a  prisonei-  of  the  government,  made  so 
by  charges  against  him  in  Jerusalem.  He  was  simply  a 
Roman  citizen  who  now  was  to  be  pei-mitted  to  lay  his 
ase  before  Cae-sar. 

Tlie  way  from  Jerusalem  to  Rome  has  been  lilled  with 


dangers.  It  is  on  this  particular  voyage  that  the  ship  car- 
rying Paul  and  his  guards  is  shipwrecked.  As  the  voyage 
had  proceeded  Paul  had  warned  them  of  the  danger  of 
the  trip,  but  they  gave  him  no  heed.  As  they  neared  tlie 
Island  of  Melita  the  storm  broke  in  all  its  fury  and  in 
spite  of  all  they  could  do,  even  to  the  throwing  overboard 
of  the  cargo,  the  ship  was  broken  in  half.  But  the  angel 
of  God  had  appeared  to  Paul  and  had  bidden  him  not 
to  fear,  saying,  "Fear  not  Paul;  thou  must  be  brought 
before  Caesar:  and  lo,  God  has  given  thee  all  them  that 
sail  with  thee."  And  it  was  so.  (Read  all  of  Acts  27). 
Thus  the  opening  statement — "  .  .  .  and  so  we  went  on 
toward  Rome,"  becomes  a  significant  commentary  on  the 
entire  journey. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  how  it  would  have  been  pos- 
sible for  Paul  to  become  deeply  discouraged.  And  indeed 
he  might  well  have  so  been  had  he  not  continually  been 
bolstered  up  with  the  encouraging  things  that  met  him 
on  the  way. 

First  he  was  permitted  to  stop  off  at  Sidon  (27:3)  and 
refresh  himself  with  his  friends;  then  he  was  courte- 
ously treated  by  the  centurion  who  had  charge  of  him; 
the  angel  of  the  Lord  appeared  to  him  to  reassuie  him; 
the  centurion  kept  the  soldiers  from  taking  his  life  when 
there  was  imminent  danger  of  the  boat  sinking  and  the 
prisoners  escaping.  Then,  on  the  island,  after  the  rescue 
from  the  sea,  the  poisonous  snake  which  bit  Paul  while 
he  was  making  a  fire,  did  not  harm  him,  for  he  was  in 
God's  care.  But  the  most  heartening  thing  seems  to  have 
been  that  which  is  told  in  verse  15  of  our  printed  text, 
which  tells  of  "the  brethren"  coming  to  meet  Paul  as  lie 
traveled  toward  Rome,  for  the  Word  says,  "whom  when 
Paul  saw,  he  thanked  God  and  took  courage. 

Even  in  prison,  in  chains,  Paul  remained  the  preacher 
lie  always  was.  Not  every  one  to  whom  he  preached  re- 
ceived Christ,  for  we  read  that  "some  believed  the  things 
which  were  spoken,  and  some  believed  not."  Nevertheless 
we  have  the  account  of  a  chained  preacher,  delivering  his 
message,  for  the  Word  reads  that  "he  received  all  that 
came  unto  him,"  and  that  he  "preached  the  kingdom  of 
God,"  and  "taught  those  things  which  concern  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  with  all  confidence,"  and  that  no  man  for- 
bade him. 

What  a  lesson  Paul  teaches  us.  Man  may  take  away  our 
physical  liberty,  but  never  our  liberty  in  Christ  our  Lord. 

Lesson  for  May  17,  1953 

ON  THE  COMING  OF  THE  LORD 

Lesson:  I  Thessalonians  1:1;  5:1-11,  14-23 

WE  ARE  HEARING  much  these  days  about  the 
"Signs  of  the  Times,"  which  point  to  the  "soon 
coming"  of  the  Lord.  We  would  not,  in  the  meditation 
we  give  this  lesson,  minimize  for  one  moment  the  think- 
ing which  leads  to  a  looking  for  the  Lord  of  Glory  to  come, 
thus  breaking  out  into  the  long-looked-for  snatching  of 
those  awaiting  His  coming,  to  be  carried  away  to  be  with 
the  Lord  forever  more. 

However,  to  this  writer,  it  has  never  been  a  matter  of 
watching  for  signs,  or  the  setting  of  dates,  or  the  point- 
ing to  approaching  seasons.  Rather  it  has  been  a  matter 
of  daily,  yes,  hourly  living,  so  that  whenever  this  great 
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3vent  does  take  place,  it  will  find  us  ready  to  hear  and 
;o  answer  the  call  of  the  Master;  to  be,  as  it  were,  packed 
md   ready  for  the  journey  when  the  time  is  here. 

The  greatest  admonition  Jesus  left  in  regard  to  this 
matter  is  to  be  found  in  His  words,  spoken  to  His  dis- 
siples  and  recorded  by  Matthew — Matthew  24:42,  where 
He  says,  "Watch,  therefore  for  ye  know  not  what  hour 
your  Lord  doth  come." 

We  might  well  take  the  daily  Bible  readings  for  this 
lesson  and  make  them  into  a  very  good  outline  for  our 
study.  It  should  rim  something  like  this: 

1.  The  Christian's  daily  living,  an  example  to  believers. 

2.  Thoughts  concerning  those  who  have  already  died. 

3.  The  study  of  the  meaning  of  His  coming  to  caith  a 
second  time. 

4.  The  necessity  of  standing  firm  in  the  faith. 

5.  The  need  of  never  becoming  weary  in  well-doing. 

6.  The  danger  of  a  luke-warm  life. 

Or  we  might  put  it  another  way,  and  state  it  in  a  sin- 
gle sentence — "The  example  of  daily  Christian  living  fur- 
nishes an  incentive  for  raising  the  standard  of  Christian 
life."  By  this  we  mean  that  by  intensive  Christian  living 
we  give  example  to  others  to  follow  our  leading  and  thus 
bring  into  bold  relief  the  necessity  of  being  ready  for 
any  emergency  in  the  Christian  life,  especially  in  the 
readiness  to  meet  the  coming  Lord  at  any  time,  day  oi- 
night. 


.Such  an  attitude  is  .sure  to  do  away  with  any  "/ear" 
that  might  come  upofi  u.s,  a8  we  await  Hia  return.  Paul'jj 
words  in  the  Gth  verse  of  the  fifth  chapter  of  I  Thehsa- 
lonians  5,  expresses  it  well.  He  says,  "Therefore,  let  us 
not  sleep,  as  do  others;  but  let  uh  watch  and  be-  wAxtr" 
We  are  told  that  the  mind  never  sleeps;  it  is  the  physical 
body  that  slumbers.  We  can  watch  with  our  mind.s 
whether  our  physical  selves  be  awake  or  8lumf>ering. 
This  surely  is  what  is  meant  by  both  the  I>;rd  and  Paul 
when  they  warn  the  Christian  to  "WATCH." 

When  we  remember  that  time  is  not  marked  on  our 
"time  pieces"  as  it  is  on  the  "clock  of  Cod";  that  in  the 
presence  of  God  there  is  no  such  a  thing  a.s  a  man-cal- 
culated centuiy;  that  the  day  and  hour  time  element  is 
only  known  to  us  as  it  speaks  of  the  aging  of  the  physi- 
cal and  not  of  the  spiritual — then  we  will  come  to  the 
place  where  we  wiH  have  a  better  conception  of  what  is 
known  as  the  imminent  coming  of  the  Lord.  It  only  can 
mean  that  He  will  come  in  His  own  good  time  and  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Father,  and  that  He  has  warned  us  that 
it  may  be  at  any  time  that  yet  remains  "future."  But, 
since  this  is  true,  His  love  for  us  is  to  be  found  more 
abounding  in  His  admonition  to  "Watch"  and  to  be 
"Ready"  when  He  does  come. 

May  our  prayer  be  in  accord  with  the  words  written  by 
John  on  that  lonely  Isle  of  Patmos  and  recorded  in  Reve- 
lation 22:20 — "Even  so,  come,  Lord  Jesus."  John  did  not 
live  to  witness  His  second  coming;  we  may  or  we  may 
not.   It   is  simply  ours   to   "Watch  and  be   Ready." 
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WAYNE    HEIGHTS 
DEDICATION    SERVICES 

BY  THE  TIME  MOST  OF  YOU  READ  THIS,  the  ded- 
ication of  the  nev,-  church  at  Waynesboro,  Pennsylvania, 
w'll  be  history.  We  are  soiry  that  the  following  factual 
inaceiial  did  not  reach  us  in  time  to  be  printed  by  way 
of  announcement. 

However,  we  are  glad  to  present  to  you  the  gleanings 
of  this  dedication  day: 

Tiip  Dedication  of  the  Wayne  Heights  Brethren  Church 
will  be  held  on  May  3rd,  at  3:00  P.  M.,  DST. 

Rev.  E.  M.  Riddle,  Pastor  of  the  Third  Brethren 
Church,  Johnstown,  Penna.,  and  former  Genei'al  Secretary 
of  the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church,  ^\^ll 
bring  the  Dedicatory  sermon. 

Representative  friends  and  Brethren  will  bring  greet- 
ings and  special  music. 

Rev.  W.  Clayton  Berkshire,  General  Secretary  of  the 
Missionary  Boai'd  of  the  Brethren  Church,  will  speak  at 
the   morning  and  evening  services  of  that  day. 

Rev.  John  F.  Locke,  Pastor  of  our  Mt.  Olive  and  Beth- 
lehem, Virginia,  .Brethren  Churches,  will  bring  five  week 
night  messages  following  Dedication. 

Brother  N.  Victor  Leatherman  is  the  Pastor  of  this  ad- 
vancing group  of  Brethren. — W.  S.  B. 


This 


n 


That 


A  THRILLING  MOMENT  in  this  business  of  being  an 
Editor  is  w^hen  you  take  a  copy  of  the  paper,  fresh  from 
the  folder  and  sit  down  to  "read"  it.  Y'ou  usually  sit  up 
at  attention  though,  when  you  discover  that  even  after 
having  "proof-read"  the  paper  several  times  in  its  coui-se 
of  preparation,  that  mistakes  glare  up  at  you.  They're 
very  elusive  at  the  times  when  something  can  still  be 
done  about  them,  only  to  show  themselves  when  it's  too 
late. 

Such  an  error  occurred  last  week  in  this  column.  The 
new  Pastor  going  to  Meyersdale  is  Rev.  Horace  Huse. 
We  are  glad  to  make  this  correction.  Incidentally,  Brother 
Huse  begins  his  work  there  in  July. 

♦     *     * 

Over  the  lEaster  season,  the  Editor  conducted  Pre- 
Easter  Services  for  the  Dickey  Church  of  the  Brethren 
just  a  few  miles  from  Ashland.  We  held  services  Wed- 
nesday through  Friday  evenings,  and  on  Sunday  morning. 
There  was  a  fine  spirit  of  fellowship  and  intei-est  present. 
Rev.  W.  H.  Miley  is  the  Pastor.  He  is  also  Professor  of 
Speech  at  Ashland  College. 

'Bye  for  now. 

W.  S.  B.  Editor. 
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Bible  Quiz  and  Recreation  Books 


6m  J  VERNON  JACOBS 


FUN    FOR    EVERYONE 

By  May  C.  Smith.  New  book  of  plans  for  better  church 
recreation,  plus  games,  contests,  and  quizzes.  Discusses 
the  church  social,  its  aims,  leadership,  program,  adver- 
tising, etc.  The  second  section  offers  33  games  and 
contests  of  various  types.  Part  3  is  made  up  of  24 
Biblical  contests,  and  part  four,  of  quizzes  on  "country 
life  in  Bible  lands."  124  pages,  paper  cover. 
No.     2898 95c. 

BIBLE   GAME   KITS 

By  May  C.  Smith.  Pencil-and-paper  fun  for  group  party 
use.  Two  different  kits  prepared  from  the  book,  "Fun 
far  Everyone."  Each  kit  is  a  tablet  of  6  Bible  quizzes, 
2  to  a  sheet,  printed  on  identical  pages  for  distribution 
to  as  many  as  16  participants.  "Ready  made"  quiz 
sheets  that  will  make  your  next  party  more  fun  and 
easier  to   plan. 

No.  2621,  Kit  No.  1.  Quizzes  on  Childhood  Recollections, 
Shakespeare  and  the  Bible,  Bible  Men  and  Women, 
True  or  False,  Famous  Sons  and  Daughters,  and 
Cast  Out  the  Intruder. 
No.  2622,  Kit  No.  2.  Quiz  titles  are:  The  Bible,  Bible 
Men  and  Women,  Fun  With  Bible  Geography,  Fun 
With  Bible  Biography,  True  or  False,  and  Cast  Out 
the  Intruder. 
Price,    each    kit 50c. 

SUGGESTIONS   FOR   SOCIALS 

By  Ronald  F.  Keeler.  24  complete  plans  for  socials  for 
youth— two  for  each  month  In  the  year.  New,  fresh, 
yet  tested  ideas  for  a  good  time.  124  pages,  paper 
bound.     No.   3200 95e. 

BIBLE   GAME   BOOK 

By  Ronald  f.  Keeler.  Ideas  and  games  to  teach  Bible 
facts  through  play.  Original  and  effective.  Included  are 
400  Bible  questions  and  answers,  divided  into  simple 
and  difficult,  Old  and  New  Testament  subjects.  96 
pages,    paper   bound.     No.   2726 95c. 

LET'S   HAVE   A   GOOD   TIME 

By  Olive  Cameron.  "All  the  answers"  to  entertainment 
problems.  Ideas  for  publicity,  invitations,  decorations, 
costumes,  refreshments,  etc.  Seasonal,  miscellaneous 
parties,  indoor,  outdoor,  pencil,  paper,  and  Bible  games, 
and   stunt  songs.     275   pages.     No.   3004 $2.25 

200    BIBLE   QUIZZES 

By  May  C.  Smith.  For  party,  class,  or  group  use.  In- 
cludes quizzes  designed  for  almost  all  ages.  An  effec- 
tive way  of  getting  acquainted  with  the  Bible.  Ar- 
ranged under  an  interesting  alphabetical  classification. 
160  pages.    Paper  cover.     No.  33T0 95c. 

BIBLE    KEY-WOriD    QUIZZES 

By  J.  C.  Malphurs.  Unusual  book  of  fun  and  informa- 
tion in  popular  quiz  style.  47  Bible-quiz  drills  divided 
into  five  groups;  general  Bible  information— Christ  and 
His  apostles;  the  church;  etc.  112  pages.  Paper  cover. 
No.    2727 95c. 

TWO    FAVORITE   QUIZ    BOOKS 

By  J.  Vernon  Jacobs.  Two  titles,  each  containing  a  wide 
variety  of  Bible  games,  quizzes,  drills,  reference-finding 
contests,  etc.,  for  youth  and  adult.  Each  13?  pages 
paper   bound. 

BIBLE  QUIZ  BOOK,  No.  2733 95c 

NEW    BIBLE    QUIZZES,    No.    3060 95c 


Order  from  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company 
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Items  of  general  Interest 


ST.  JA:\IES,  MARYLAND.  We  learn  from  .Brother 
Freeman  Ankrum's  bulletin  that  t'he  Hagerstown  (Mary- 
land) Brethren  Church  will  be  host  to  the  Southeastern 
District  Conference  next  month.  It  was  necessary  to 
change  the  place  of  meeting,  originally  scheduled  for  St. 
James,  because  the  St.  James  building  improvement  pro- 
gram would  not  be  completely  finished  by  Conference 
time. 

The  dates  of  the  Conference — June  23rd  to  25th. 

JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  THIRD  BRETHREN.  Family 
night  was  observed  on  April  23rd,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Men's  Bible  Class. 

Brother  and  Sister  E.  M.  Riddle,  observed  "Open 
House"  at  the  pai-sonage  on  April  12th.  Hours  obsei-ved 
were  2:30-4:30,  and  after  9:00  P.  M. 

CANTON,  OHIO.  Brother  C.  A.  Stogsdill  reports  that 
thirteen  laymen  attended  a  recent  Monday  evening  din- 
ner at  the  church.  He  says  that  three  of  the  men  pre- 
pared and  cleaned  up  after  the  meal.  The  others,  with 
the  Pastor,  spent  the  evening  making  personal  contacts 
with  the  people  of  the  vicinity. 

DAYTON,  OHIO.  April  19th  was  observed  as  "Youth 
Sunday"  in  the  Dayton  Church.  A  play,  "The  Challenge 
of  the  Cross"  was  presented  by  the  young  people  at  the 
morning  worship  service. 

SMITHVILLE,  OHIO.  A  Dedication  Service  for  a  set 
of  CTiimes,  which  were  presented  by  the  Hartzler  Family, 


in  memory  of  Frank  Hartzler,  to  the  Smithville  Brethre 
Church,  was  held  on  April  26th.  An  organ  recital  wf 
given  by  Miss  Doris  Fetzer. 

The  Smithville  Church  was  host  on  April  30th  to  tl- 
North  Eastern  Ohio  District  Laymen's  Banquet. 

Four  children  were  consecrated  in  a  special  sei'vice  o 
Easter,  conducted  by  the  Pastor,  Brother  Robert  L.  Hofl 
man. 

Holy   Communion   was   scheduled  for  May  3rd. 

NEW  LEBANON,  OHIO.  The  Taylor  University  Quai 
tette  was  scheduled  to  present  a  concert  in  the  New  Lei 
anon  church  on  May  3rd. 

Other  events,  to  come,  of  note: 
May  12th — Mother  and  Daughter  Banquet. 
May   17th — Morning   Sen'ice   in    charge    of    the    Bibl 
Meditation  League. 

May  17th — W.  M.  S.  Public  Service  in  the  evening,  wit: 
Mrs.  Sidney  Correll,  speaking. 

May  24th — Dr.  J.  Garber  Drushal,  President  of  th 
Missionary  Bo,ard  of  the  Brethren  Church,  will  speak  ii 
this  church. 

NAPPANEE,  INDIANA.  "The  Prodigal  Son,"  a  relig 
ious  movie  was  shown  on  April  19th,  in  the  Nappane 
church.  The  young  people  were  in  charge  of  the  service 
receiving  the  offering  toward  the  support  of  their  Breth 
ren  Youth  project  at  Lost  Creek,  Kentucky. 

Brother  Charles  Munson,  National  Director  of  .Brethrei 
Youth,   spoke   in  the  Nappanee   Church  on  April  26th. 

Brother  Virgil  E.  Meyer  infonns  us  that  twenty-fou 
new  members  have  been  baptized  and  received  into  th 
church  since  Easter. 

A  Service  of  Dedication  for  babies  and  small  childrei 
is  scheduled  for  Mother's  Day,  May  10th. 

NORTH  MANCHESTER,  INDIANA.  Brother  D.  Rich 
ard  Wolfe  has  accepted  the  call  of  the  church  extended  ti 
him  for  another  three  year  term  as  Pastor,  to  begi: 
at  the  expiration  of  the  present  term,  on  January  1,  1954 

Brother  Wolfe  writes  us:  "Of  the  fifteen  new  member 
received  into  the  Church  on  Easter,  14  were  by  baptism 
12  on  first  time  confession.  Seven  were  children  from  m; 
Pastor's  Class,  and  seven  were  adults."  This  makes  i 
total  of  40  received  during  Brother  Wolf's  pastorate,  31 
by  baptism,  and  7  by  letter. 

"The  Ashland  College  A  Cappella  Choir  presented  . 
wonderful  pi'ogram  Thursday  evening,  April  9th,"  write 
Brother  Wolfe,  "a  violent  thunder  storm  prevented  man; 
of  our  people  from  attending." 

The  Sisterhood  of  Mary  and  Martha  conducted  thei 
Public  Program  on  Sund,ay  evening,  April  26th. 


NOTICE— INDIANA  LAYMEN 

The  Southern  Indiana  District  Brethren  Laymen  wil 
hiold  their  regular  quarterly  meeting  at  the  Tiosa  Breth, 
ren  Church,  on  Monday  evening,  May  18th. 

Supper  will  be  served  from  7:00  to  8:00  o'clock 
D.  S.  T. 

Program  following.  Let's  make  this  a  reoord-breakei 
for  attendance. 

Guy  V.  Purdy,  Secretary. 


lAY  9,  1953 
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IBrethren   Touth  -  IQb3 


rIME  PASSES  SWIFTLY,  and  we  discover  that  it  is 
almost  eight  years  since  the  idea  and  plan  of  Breth- 
en  Youth  came  into  the  minds  of  consecrated  .Brethren 
saders. 

Since  that  beginning,  Brethren  Youth  has  traveled  a 
ourse,  which  though  rough  at  times,  has  been  marked 
y  much  progress  and  success.  We  could  not  take  the 
ipace  here  to  elaborate  on  the  difficulties  faced  by  the 
)ioneers  in  this  movement.  Sufficeth  it  to  say  that  per- 
everance,  hard  work,  and  prayer  have  resulted  in  the 
tabilized,  outstanding  organization  known  in  the  Breth- 
en  Church  as  "BRETHREN  YOUTH,  INC." 

No  one  can  doubt,  in  the  least,  the  worthiness  and  the 
alue  of  Brethren  Youth.  We  urge  you  to  read  through 
he  pages  of  this  issue  of  THE  BRETHREN  EVANGE- 
LIST, and  note  the  record  as  it  is  given  herein.  The  rec- 
ird  of  amazing  projects,  of  inci'eased  youth  attendances 
it  our  Conferences,  and  the  dedication  of  youth  to  Chris- 
ian  service,  speaks  for  itself. 

We  see,  in  1953,  in  Brethren  Youth,  an  organization 
hat  has  proved  itself  in  the  Brethren  Church.  From  a 
tumble  beginning  eight  years  ago,  it  has  come  today  to 
:  status  of  achievement  which  speaks  well  for  the  faith, 
•ision  and  purpose  of  its  founders  and  workers. 

BRETHREN  YOUTH,  in  1953,  in  service,  encourage- 
aent  and  accomplishments,  is  giving  more  to  the  .Breth- 
en  Church  than  it  is  getting  from  it.  This  achievement 
s  worthy  of  special  note  as  we  now  anticipate  the  annual 
inancial  call  of  Brethren  Youth. 

In  terms  of  long  range  advancement  of  the  work  of 
he  Brethren  Church  it  will  cost  the  Brethren  Church 
nore  to  not  support  Brethren  Youth  than  the  cost  of  the 
innual  offering  this  May. 

BRETHREN  YOUTH  has  but  one  purpose;  that  is,  to 
lelp  youth  find  its  place  in  God's  plan  for  their  lives. 
Bringing  this  to  pass  includes  presenting  to  youth  the 
'alue  of  a  conseci-ated  life  to  Christ.  It  includes  also  the 
imphasis  on  serving  Christ  through  the  Brethren  Church. 
Phis  is  accomplished  through  a  constantly  growing  pro- 
pram  of  youth  rallies,  youth  conferences,  trained  youth 
eaders,  program  materials,  projects,  speakers,  and 
irinted  materials. 

We  are  vei-y  fortunate  in  the  Brethren  Church  in  liav- 


ing  an  oi'ganization  such  an  Brethren  Youth,  for  out  of 
this  group  are  arising  the  ministers,  ministers'  wives, 
missionaries.  Christian  teachers,  and  local  church  lead- 
ers who  are  so  greatly  needed  today.  It  is  happening  right 
now  I  Brethren  Youth  is  producing  fruit,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  do  so,  with  your  help  and  prayers. 

We  are  very  fortunate  as  a  Brethren  Church  that  this 
program  for  our  youth  is  Christ-centered.  Brethren  Youth 
is  not  just  an  organization  for  the  development  of  youth. 
It  is  an  organization  with  a  Christ-honoring  and  a  Christ- 
sendng  purpose  at  heail. 

BROTHER  CHARLES  R.  MUNSON,  the  man  behind 
the  scenes,  is  the  National  Director  of  Brethren  Youth. 
He,  along  with  the  nine  members  of  your  National 
Brethren  Youth  Board,  (whose  names  and  pictures  are 
in  this  issue),  are  working  together  in  a  mar^-elous  way 
to  give  your  youth  the  type  of  program  and  training 
they  need  to  become  the  right  kind  of  Christian  leaders 
in  our  church  advancement. 

ONE  SOBERING  THOUGHT!  If  there  be  no  youth 
trained  in  the  work  of  the  Brethren  Church,  then  the 
Church  for  which  adults  have  prayed,  worked  and  given, 
will  suffer  ti-agic  consequences  fi"om  lack  of  leadership. 
You  wouldn't  want  that  to  happen,  would  you? 

THEREFORE  WE  BELIEViE  that  every  Brethren  ^ill 
give  full  support  to  the  annual  financial  appeal  of  Breth- 
ren Youth,  on  May  24th.  We  have  confidence  that  the 
■Brethren  Church  will  arise  in  its  approval  of  the  work 
of  Bi^ethren  Y'outh  by  meeting  the  offering  challenge 
this  year.  Y'our  dollars  now,  will  give  Brother  Munson 
and  the  Youth  Board  the  necessary  power  to  continue  its 
phase  of  the  work  of  the  Brethren  Church,  so  essential 
today. 

As  you  turn  the  pages  of  this  paper,  read  and  study 
carefully  the  charts  and  pictures  and  printed  material. 
We  present  it  to  you  to  give  you  a  clearer  picture  of 
the  work  and  of  the  need  of  BRETHREN  YOUTH,  INC. 
this  Spring.  W.  S.  B.— Editor. 

We  appreciate  the  cooperation  of  Brother  Charles  R. 
Munson,  National  Brethren  Youth  Dir«rtor.  in  supplying 
material  for  this  issue  of  THE  BRETHREN  EVANGE- 
LIST.^ W.  S.  B. 
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It  is  a  kno^\^l  fact  that  OUR  CHURCH  IS  CALLING 
YOUTH.  One  look  at  the  growing  mission  program  will 
tell  you  that  more  young  people  are  committing  their 
lives  to  Christ  for  service. 


We  don't  need  to  persuade  you  that  a  vital  youth  pro- 
gram is  very  necessai^'  to  continue  the  progress  of  our 
church. 


Likewise  we  need  not  plead  with  you  to  contribut* 
financially  for  the  support  of  a  youth  program — you  havi 
helped,  and  you  will  this  year. 

Just  check  the  record  of  progress  of  Brethren  Youth— 
you'll  be  glad  you  have  been  a  steady  contributor  as  i 
payer  and  as  a  pray — er.  J 

ITie  purpose  of  the  material  on  Brethren  Youth,  whicl 
follows,  is  to  help  you  understand  how  the  program  foi 
youth  operates. 


lAY  y,  1953  I'AGK  FIVK 


f*  I  \/  F  C  youth  a  missionary  outlook 

By  Conference,  B.  Y.  projects  will  have    raised 
$13,500  for  missions 


UNITES 


youth  from  all  Brethren  Churches 


T  n   A   I  kl  C  adult  leaders 

leadership  Conference  held — others  planned 


lyCpipCC    youth  through  Conference 

hundreds  of  youth  attend  each  year 


INFORMS 


youth  through  B.  Y.  publications 


youth  for  service 


ENLISTS    ,,    ,  ,  ,,,    ,  , 

Ambassador  Quartet,  Crusader  teams- 


HELPS 


GUIDES 


organize  local  youth  groups 


youth  into  areas  of  leadership 


Brethren  Youth  is  interested  in  everythiyig  that    is    dom:-,    or    slio'dd 
"he  done,  for  youth. 
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ACTIVITIES  BEHIND  THE  SCENES  generally  go  un- 
noticed in  the  work  which  comes  as  a  result  of  them.  This 
is  true  of  the  plamiing  which  your  Brethren  Youth  Board 
is  constantly  making.  Meeting  approximately  every  three 
months,  your  National  Youth  Boaixl  is  busy  the  year 
around  making  plans  for  youth  which  vitally  affect  your 
local  church. 


Anything  planned  for  youth  on  a  Denominatitonal  basis 
is  bound  to  touch  your  local  youth  in  some  way.  Every 
bit  of  advance  made,  every  thrill  of  progress  felt  by  the 
board  is  also  yours.  We  do  not  walk  alone — our  advance 
for  Christ  is  your  advance. 


Year-around  planning  by  the  Board  and  by  a  full-time 
Director  gives  continuity  and  strength  to  an  area  of 
church  life  vital  to  all — the  youth. 


Through  the  youth  quarterly,  "Bible  Lessons  For 
Brethren  Youth,"  the  "Brethren  Youth"  magazine,  the 
"Brethren  Youth  Crusader"  program  booklet,  plus  other 
youth  publications,  we  are  able  to  reach  our  youth  at  the 
point  of  learning.  Our  aim  is  Bible-centered  material  with 
Brethren  emphasis. 


MAY  9,  1953 
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BRETHREN     YOUTH     PROJECTS 


FOR  ARGENTiNA: 

The  BRETHREN  YOUTH  chose  as  their  project  for 
the  Conference  year  1949-50  the  goal  of  raising  .$1000  to 
educate  Christians  in  our  Argentine  mission  field.  This 
AMOR  (Argentine  Missions  Our  Responsibility)  project 
helped  many  young  people  with  their  expenses  in  Bible 
Institute  as  they  prepared  for  Christian  service. 

I  felt  this  project  accomplished  much  good  for  the  Lord 
in  creating  good  international  understanding  and  uniting 
us  all  in  a  global  Christian  brotherhood. 

It  gave  all  us  young  people  a  wonderful  feeling  of  ser- 
vice in  being  able  to  help  train  workers  in  the  Lord's 
vineyard.  This  goal  was  reached  during  my  first  year  in 
college  and  it  was  an  inspiration  to  be  among  those  who 
were  interested  in  helping  others  in  missionary  love,  in- 
stead of  selfishly  thinking  only  of  themselves. 

The  money  for  the  project  sponsored  each  year  is 
raised  entirely  by  Brethi-en  Youth  and  is  turned  over 
completely  to  the  Missionary  Board.  None  of  the  project 
money  is  put  in  the  general  fund  for  ,Brethi-en  Youth  or- 
ganizational expenses. 

— Harold  Barnett,  Ashland  College. 
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For  the  past  few  years  .BRETHREN  YOUTH  has 
chosen  a  national  project  toward  which  to  work  as  a 
united  group.  These  projects  have  all  been  worthy  ones 
and  BRETHREN  YOUTH  has  been  wonderfully  blessed 
through  them. 

One  of  these  projects  was  the  raising  of  the  $5000  for 
the  purchasing  of  a  portable  chapel  to  be  used  by  our 
Brethren  Missionary  Board  in  the  establishing  of  new 
churches. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  our  young  people  were 
busy  raising  this  money  by  various  means.  The  project 
was  completed  and  the  money  was  turned  over  to  the 
Missionary  Board  for  the  purchasing  of  the  new  chapel. 
The  first  location  was  at  Waynesboro,  Penna.  Since  then, 
the  Brethren  there  have  built  a  peiTnanent  house  of 
worship.  Thus  the  chapel  will  soon  be  moved  to  Newark, 
Ohio,   where   another  .Brethren  Church  will  be  built. 

The  BRETHREN  YOUTH  are  to  be  commended  on 
their  fine  work  in  this  respect.  May  they  ever  work  to 
further  the  cause  of  Christ  with  the  support  of  every 
Brethren. 

— Glenn  Shank,   St.  Louis,   Missouri. 


FOR  AFRICA: 

The  project  for  National 
Brethren  Youth  for  the  Confer- 
once  year  of  1952  was  to  help 
support  our  new  missionarie.s 
going  to  Africa.  The  youth  .set 
their  goal  at  .?.3000,  but  found 
they  had  gone  over  the  top, 
with  .$.3500,  when  the  money 
was  counted  at  Conference.  AH 
this  money  was  given  to  the 
Brethren  Missionary  Board  to 
help  support  Bob  and  ,Bea  Bischof  in  Africa. 

Each  year  the  National  Brethren  Youth  selects  a 
worth-while  project  to  aid  in  the  growth  of  our  church. 
These  projects  are  usually  for  mission  work  and  the 
money  does  not  go  to  support  the  general  work  of 
BRETHREN  YOUTH,  but  is  given  to  the  Mission  Board 
for  specific  use. 

— Robert  Keplinger,  Ashland  College. 


FOR  LOST  CREEK.  KENTUCKY: 


"BUCKS  FOR  BLOCKS."  You  are  all  acquainted  with 
this  little  slogan,  aren't  you  ?  In  case  you're  not  we'll  ex- 
plain ourselves. 

The  bucks  (greenbacks)  are  to  be  raised  to  buy  blocks 
(concrete  blocks)  which  will  in  turn  be  used  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  gymnasium.  This  is  being  built  at  Lost 
Creek,  Kentucky,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Missionary 
.Board  of  the  Brethren  Church.  To  support  this  project. 
BRETHREN  YOUTH  is  striving  to  raise  S5000.  There  it 
is:  "Bucks  for  Blocks." 

Remember  when  your  youth  group  gives,  every  penny 
will  be  used  for  the  building  of  that  gym.  None  of  it 
supports  the  general  work  of  B.  Y.  to  carry  on  the  youth 
program. 

We've  told  you  about  the  goal  and  its  purpose.  Now. 
are  you  busy  for  B.  Y.  ?  Start  the  ball  rolling  in  your 
church  if  it  isn't  already  rolling.  Let's  raise  S5000  ''bucks 

for  blocks." 

— Charles   HuflF,    Ashland  College. 
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liev.  Thomas  Shannon,  Carleton,  Nebraska — 

"Whether  in  the  capacity  of  pastor,  deacon,  officer,  or 
faithful  lay  worker,  our  youth  today,  through  the  Breth- 
ren Youth  program,  are  learning  to  be  our  church  of  to- 
morrow." 


Mrs.  Vernon  Grisso,  Tucson,  Arizona — 

"Hitch  your  wagon  to  a  star — is  the  challenge  of 
Brethren  Youth  to  our  youth.  The  Brethren  Youth  .Board 
is  the  only  source  and  criteria  by  which  we  can  measure 
our  total  denominational  achievement  for  youth." 


Rev.  Arthur  Tinkel,  Oak  Hill,   West   Virginia— 

"The  Brethren  Church  and  foreign  missions  have  ad- 
vanced more  than  for  years,  since  Brethren  Youth  and 
her   capable   leadership  have   been   on   the   march." 


Paul  M.  Clapper,  Louisville,  Ohio — 

"Eighty  percent  of  all  knowledge  and  sensibility  is  ac- 
quired through  the  eyes,  which  is  more  than  ample  rea- 
son for  100%  support  of  all  Brethren  Youth  publica- 
tions." 


E.  L.  Kepiinger,  Dayton,  Ohio — 

"I  believe  our  denomination  has  been  alerted  by  the 
ever-increasing  activities  of  Brethren  Youth.  They  offer 
such  invaluable  services  to  our  churches  both  spiritually 
and  materially.  One  has  only  to  be  in  attendance  at  any 
of  the  youth  I'allies  and  immediately  he  is  engulfed  by 
the  spirit  of  zeal  and  enthusiasm  which  is  always  preva- 
lent." 


Mrs.  J.  Milton  Bowman,  Peru,  Indiana — 

"National  planning  provides  a  guide  in  thinking,  larger 
goals  and  greater  vision  in  service,  and  stimulates  work- 
ing together  because  you  belong  to  a  larger  organiza- 
tion." 


i 


Rev.  E.  L.  Miller,  Maurertown,  Virginia — 

"The  Brethren  Youth  Crusader  teams  that  served  at 
Maurertown  in  D.  V.  B.  S.  work  were  excellent.  They 
were  intelligent,  consecrated,  loyal,  and  most  capable. 
Each  team  spent  two  weeks  in  our  home  and  they  were 
agreeable,  pleasant  and  very  sociable.  We  all  liked  them, 
especially  the  children  and  the  helpers  who  worked  with 
thm.  More  power  to  such  Christian  young  people." 


Fred  W.  Brant,  Berlin,  Pennsylvania — 

"Our  Brethren  Youth  is  divinely  inspired  and  is  the 
recruiting  agency  for  Christian  leadership.  Our  prayer  is 
that  the  officiary  of  every  Brethren  congregation  will 
recognize  the  importance  of  encouraging  Brethren 
Youth." 


Rev.  C.  Y.  Gilmer,  Huntington,  Iiuliana — 

"Brethren  Youth  makes  possible  a  successful  Brother- 
hood Conference  at  Ashland  during  General  Conference 
week.  Our  boys  and  young  men  will  come  to  the  Youth 
Conference  because  it  furnishes  a  program  designed  to 
meet  the  spiritual  leadership  needs  of  all  young  people 
of  the  church.  Brf-thren  Youth  seeks  to  emphasize  the 
importance  of  boys'  work  in  the  churches  and  is  the 
agency  for  the  increase  of  Brotherhood  organizations,  en- 
richment of  program,  and  makes  possible  a  project  of 
adequate  challenge  to  all  our  youth  groups," 


Mrs.  Walter  Wertz,  Cofliemaugh,  Pennsylvania — 

"Brethren  Youth  planning  keeps  Brethren  young  peo- 
ple in  the  Brethren  Church.  Don't  think  the  increased  at- 
tendance and  fine  inspirational  program  just  happens  at 
National  Conference." 


Rev.  Cecil  Johnson,  Manteca,  California — 

"I  consider  Brethren  Youth  to  be  of  inestimable  value 
in  its  influence  upon  our  youth  and  in  the  work  of  re- 
cruiting workers  for  the  ministry  and  the  missionary  field 
for  the  Brethren  Church." 


Rev.  E.  M.  Riddle,  Johnstown,  Pennsylvania — 

"Brethren  Youth  projects  stimulate,  encourage  and 
quicken  the  activity  of  the  missionary  interests  of  the 
church.  Youth  must  participate  in  our  missionary  pro- 
gram  lest   the   new  generation  be  not  mission  minded." 
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Through  your  experience  with  Brethren  Youth  and  its 
work  you  know  that  it  points  youth  to  Christ.  Standing 
firmly  on  God's  Word,  your  Brethren  Youth  Board  aims 
all  of  its  attention,  at  enlisting  young  people  for  Christ. 


One  look  at  the  record  of  progress  made  in  youth  work 
throughout  the  denomination  will  convince  you  that  God 
is  honoring  His  work  among  our  Brethren  young  people. 


PACK  TEN 
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This  scene,  taken  at  last  year's  Youth  Conference, 
will  indicate  to  you  that  youth  are  responding  to  the 
program  presented  by  Brethi-en  Youth.  Confei-ence  this 
year  promises  to  be  even  better  with  Dr.  Hai^old  Kuhn 
as  speaker.  His  wide  travels  preaching  the  Gospel 
qualifies  him  to  be  our  inspirational  speaker  this  year. 
Those  of  us  who  have  heard  him  know  his  deep  com- 
mitment to  Christ.  Out  of  the  last  60  months,  Dr. 
Kuhn  has  spent  32  of  them  evangelizing  the  wander- 
ing, weary,  almost  hopeless  people  of  Europe. 

When  you  support  the  program  of  .Brethren  Youth 
you  support  this  Conference.  If  you  have  been  to  Con- 
ference or  talked  to  anyone  who  has,  you  have  heard 
of  the  enthusiasm  of  the  youth. 


Work  camps,  Training  Conferences,  Youth  Confer- 
ence, and  many  othei-  activities  are  all  a  part  of  the 
summer  service  projects  of  Brethren  Youth. 

While  we  are  not  directly  responsible  for  the  sum- 
mer camping  program  we  are  vitally  concerned  in  it. 
Its  success  is  vital  to  our  church  and  therefoi'e  as  a 
youth   board  we  are   interested  in   its  progress. 


Notice  the  star  after  the  $7500 — this  means  that 
whether  you  give  to  our  summer  teams,  subscribe  to 
the  Brethren  Youth  magazine,  or  contribute  in  any 
way,  to  Brethren  Youth,  exclusive  of  the  project,  you 
contnbutfe  to  our  total  budget. 

There  is  no  need  to  explain  every  item  of  expense, 

the  drawing  will  give  you  a  general  idea  of  how  oui- 

money   is   used.    You   can   be   sure   it  is   spent   prayer- 
fully. 


We  show  you  the  Brethren  Youth  Ambassador  Quar- 
tet again  to  point  out  the  giHJwing  summer  program 
sponsored  by  your  Brethren  Youth  Board.  This  quartet 
will  visit  our  eastern  churches  this  summer,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Brethren  Youth  Evangelistic  Crusade. 

A  number  of  our  Brethren  girls  will  also  serve  this 
summer  in  the  capacity  of  Crusaders  as  they  teach 
Daily  Vacation  Bible  Schools  in  many  of  our  churches. 
This  is  a  sei-vice  offered  by  .Brethren  Youth  to  help 
girls   express   their  Christianity  in  terms   of  action. 

Ambassadors  and  Crusaders  receive  scholarships  to 
Ashland   College  for  their  summer  service. 


^7500* 
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The  center  of  all  Brethren  Youth  activities  is  Christ. 
There  are  many  ways  of  bringing  our  young  people  closer 
to  him.  The  spokes  will  give  you  some  idea  of  the  variety 
of  ways  which  can  draw  your  youth   toward  the  center. 


Notice  that  almost  every  phase  of  activity  is  mentioned 
in  the  above  "wheel."  This  does  not  mean  that  Brethren 
Youth  is  responsible  for  each  phase  of  it,  though  for 
many  of  them  it  is. 


It  does  mean  that  wherever  there  are  youth  activities 
your  Brethren  Youth  Board  is  interested  and  willing  to 
help  in  any  way  possible.  Let  us  read  the  statement 
again:  "BRETHREN  YOUTH  IS  INTERESTED  IN 
EVERYTHING  THAT  IS  DONE,  OR  SHOULD  BE 
DONE  FOR  YOUTH." 
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AND  HERE  IS  YOUR  NATIONAL 
BRETHREN  YOUTH  BOARD 

Ihose     people     represent     capable     leadership    from 
every  national   board  of  the  church.   They  are  agreed 
^     on    one    thing — we     must     meet     often     to     plan     well 
for  our  youth  to  lead  them  closer  to  Christ. 

Reading  left  to  right: 

President,    Rev.   Virgil    E.   Meyer,   represents    Brother- 
hood. 

Vice  President,  Dr.  L.  E.  Lindower,  represents  Nation- 
al Sunday  School  Association 

Secretary,  Jerry  Flora,  national  president  of  Brethren 
Youth 

Treasurer,  Margaret  Lowery,  member-at-large 

Rev.    Clarence    Fairbanks,    member-at-large 

Mrs.  Isaac  Litton,  member-at-large 

Rev.  J.  D.  Hamel,  represents  Missionary  Board 

Rev.  W.  St.  Clair  Benshoff,  member-at-large 

Jeanne  Lindower,  represents  Sisterhood. 


This    Doesn't    Need    Emphasis 


You   Have   Voted   Your   Financial 


Help    Before 


We  Know    You    Will    Do    It 


This    May 


WILL   THERE  BE     ■ 
MISSIONARIES? 
MINISTERS? 
SS.  SUPERINTENDENTS  \ TEACHERS? 
CHDRCH   LEADERS? 
LAYMEN? 
WMS? 

NO! 

NOTHING  IN  THE  FUTURE  IF 

YOU  DONT  VOTE  FOR  OR 

PROVIDE  A 

YOUTH  PROGRAM 

TODAY! 
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MAY  24 


PAGE  FOURTEEN 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


Topic  for  May   17,   1953 

YE  SHALL  BE  WITNESSES— IN  AFRICA 

Matt.  2:14-15:   Luke   23:26 

(Material  in  this    article    taken    from   "Our    Churches    in 

Other  Lands.") 

1.  AFRICA!  Africa  has  a  population  estimated  to  be 
160,000,000;  there  are  about  800  different  tribes  speaking 
that  many  different  languages.  South  of  the  Sahara, 
where  120,000,000  of  her  people  live,  85:6  per  cent  of  the 
people  are  animists,  10  per  cent  are  Moslem  and  3.4  per 
cent  are  Christian,  2.7  per  cent  being  Catholic  and  1.7  per 
cent  Protestant.  Africa  is  calling  loudly  for  educational 
opportunities;  of  her  800  languages,  only  350  have  been 
reduced  to  writing;  93  per  cent  of  her  people  are  still 
illiterate.  She  is  searching  for  unity;  already  some  of  her 
people  are  asking  for  independence  so  that  Africa  might 
take  her  rightful  place  in  the  world. 

2.  HER  RELIGIONS.  Under  animism  the  control  of 
the  witch  doctor  is  fearsome  and  supreme.  This  is  the  re- 
ligion of  eighty-five  out  of  every  hundred  of  her  people. 
Mohammedanism  has  swept  like  a  tide  across  North  Af- 
rica. It  burned  Christian  churches  and  libraries  and  deci- 
mated the  Christians.  Now  it  moves  southwai'd,  claim- 
ing the  whole  of  Africa  for  Islam.  Ten  out  of  each  hun- 
dred are  Moslems.  But  here  and  there,  Christians  out- 
posts are  springing  up.  With  earnest  fervor  these  African 
Christians  plant  Christ  in  the  heart  of  paganism  and  in 
the  path  of  advancing  Mohammedanism.  Five  out  of  each 
hundred  are  followers  of  Christ. 

3.  NIGERIA,  OUR  FIELD!  Nigeria  is  a  small  countiT 
on  the  map  of  Africa,  but  it  is  the  size  of  6  Midwestern 
states.  It  has  a  population  of  22,000,000  people  who  speak 
200  different  languages  and  come  fiom  the  same  number 
of  tribes.  Northern  Nigeria,  where  our  mission  work  is 
located,  consists  of  plateaus  and  lowlands,  cities  and 
rural  areas,  wealth  and  poverty,  motor  roads  and  small 
winding  paths.  Nigeria  is  under  a  British  protectorate. 
The  history  of  Nigeria  in  the  last  fifty  years  shows  that 
the  Briti.sh  have  put  forth  much  effort  to  establish  a  sys- 
tem  of  administration,  and  have  supported  education. 

4.  THE  WORK  OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  THE  BRETH- 
REN, As  you  already  know  we  are  working  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  Church  of  the  Brethi-en  in  the  Nigeiia 
country.  The  Chuich  of  the  Brethren  territoiy  is  locatod 
principally  in  the  piovince  of  Bornu;  however  some  work 
is  al.so  carried  on  in  Adamwa  province.  Cotton  and  guinea 
com  are  the  jnincipal  crops.  Peanuts,  sweet  potatoes, 
beans,  rice,  sugar  cane,  bananas,  and  common  vegetables 
are  raised. 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren  ministers  to  five  of  the 
200  tribes  who  speak  these  languages:  Bura,  Maigi,  Higi, 
Whona,  and  Chibuk.  Besides  these  general  langxiages 
there  is  the  Hau.sa  language,  known  throughout  Nigeria 


as  tlie  government  and  traders'  language.  Thi'ee  of  these 
languages  have  been  written  by  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren missionaries  and  used  in  their  schools  and  churches. 
Mission  comity  is  observed  by  all  Pi'otestant  Missions  and 
so  our  church  working  in  cooperation  with  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  is  responsible  for  a  territory  one  hundred 
fifty  miles  in  length  and  fifty  miles  in  width.  We  must 
not  fail  or  over  a  half  million  people  will  have  no  way 
of  learning  about  Jesus  Christ. 

5.  CROPS.  Grain  sorghum  or  kaffir  corn  is  the  main 
crop  in  our  mission  area.  The  tiny  grains  are  gi'ound  be- 
tween two  stones  and  then  the  flour  is  made  into  mush 
which  is  eaten  twice  daily.  Every  man  must  have  a  grain 
sorghum  farm  to  hold  the  respect  of  his  community.  A 
thick  sauce  made  of  meat,  dried  or  fresh  fish,  or  greens 
is  eaten  with  this  mush.  They  also  raise  maize,  sweet  po- 
tatoes, yams,  pumpkins,  beans,  greens,  and  peppers  for 
food.  Cotton  is  raised  for  making  what  clothing  they 
have  and  also  the  indigo  for  dyeing  it.  Gourds  are  grown 
for  carrying  water,  for  dishes,  and  for  making  musical  in- 
struments. 

6.  LIVING  CONDITIONS.  The  homes  of  the  villages 
are  small  round  huts,  usually  made  of  i-eed  and  cornstalk 
walls,  and  thatched  with  grass  roofs.  Several  huts  in  a 
semicircle  form  a  compound.  The  huts  are  of  the  simplest 
construction  and  the  furnishings  in  the  home  are  practic- 
ally nil.  No  thought  has  been  given  to  light  or  ventilation 
in  the  hut.  Fortunately  for  the  people,  they  spend  much 
time  outside  their  huts.  Malnutrition  and  poverty,  unsan- 
tary  conditions  and  habits,  superstitious  beliefs  and  ig-l 
norance,  hampering  traditions,  and  defects  in  social  or- 
ganizations are  all  interdependent  factors  which  must  be 
met  in  bringing  about  changes.  Among  the  many  diseases 
which  afflict  the  people  in  this  section  of  the  country, 
leprosy  is  one  of  the  most  dreaded.  In  order  to  check 
the  spread  of  leprosy,  the  government  set  up  over  Nigeria 
several  leper  colonies  or  leprosariums.  Our  church  in  col- 
laboration with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  the  American 
Mission  to  Lepers  and  the  government  carries  on  an  out- 
standing work  among  some  1700  leper  patients  at  the 
Garkida  Leprosarium.  At  the  present  we  have  one  worker 
there  in  the  Leper  Hospital,  Miss  Veda  Liskey  who  has 
served  our  church  well  in  her  work  with  the  Lepers  of 
Nigeria.  We  also  have  a  very  fine  representative  of  our 
church,  Miss  Janet  King,  at  the  Missionary  School  for 
Missionary  Children  at  Jos,  Nigeria. 

7.  BOB  AND  BEA  BISCHOF  OUR  MISSIONARIES 
IN  LASSA,  AFRICA!  "Leaving  the  United  States  on  Oc- 
tober 8,  the  Bischofs  arrived  in  Lagos,  coastal  city  of 
Nigeria,  on  November  7,  1952.  They  are  now  stationed 
at  Lassa,  studying  the  language  and  learning  to  know  the 
people  and  how  to  work  with  them.  After  they  have  spent 
sufficient  time  in  this  area  to  leam  the  language  and 
become  familiar  with  the  work  that  needs  to  be  done, 
they  wiW  undertake  to  establish  a  mission  station  some- 
where in  the  Higi  territory  east  of  Lassa." — (Excerpt 
taken  from  "Brethren  Missions  in  Argentina  and  Ni- 
geria.") 

8.  YOU  CAN  DELIVER  THE  MESSAGE!  Last  year 
Brethren  Youth  gave  .$3500  to  the  Missionary  .Board  for 
our  missionaries  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Bischof.  We  can 
do  mjre  with  your  help  even  as  YOU  help  to  deliver  the 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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NOTICE  TO  CHURCH  TREASURERS 

Have  you  sent  in  your  Thanksgiving  offering  yet  for 
Home  Missions?  Most  o|f  the  churches  have  already  seiil 
(heirs,  but  a  few  have  not.  A  report  of  these  offerings 
will  soon  be  made,  and  every  church  should  have  its  of- 
fering listed. 

Many  of  the  offerings  have  not  been  as  large  as  last 
year's.  If  you  still  want  to  ad<l  to  yours,  the  Missionary 
Board  will  be  'glad  to  receive  it  and  report  it  with  your 
previous  offering.  Generous  amounts  are  needed  bo  carry 
on  the  program  of  missionary  work  we  have  outlined. 

SOLOMONS  RETURNING  TO  THE 

STATES 

Kenneth  and  Jeannette  Solomon  are  returning  to  the 
States  this  week  to  obtain  visas  which  will  enable  them 
to  enter  Argentina.  They  have  spent  two  profitable  terms 
studying  the  Spanish  language  in  Costa  Rica;  now  they 
must  complete  the  routine  of  applying  and  furnishing 
necessary  information  which  will  secure  them  their  visas. 

THE  BISCHOFS  FROM  LASSA  WRITE 

.  .  .  For  the  past  month  Bea  has  been  helping  in  the 
hospital  and  thus  is  learning  the  treatments  for  the  va- 
rious tropical  diseases  and  how  to  recognize  them.  This 
past  weekend  she  was  in  charge  of  the  hospital,  as  the 
doctor  went  on  a  little  trip  to  get  a  rest.  The  hospital 
has  been  very  busy.  It  is  only  a  40-bed  hospital,  but  they 
have  more  than  50  patients  now.  The  dispensary  has  also 
been  treating  about  150  patients  each  day.  They  are  giv- 
ing shots  to  counteract  a  disease  which  is  quite  prevalent 
and  is  contracted  from  snails  in  the  water. 

I  am  in  my  third  week  of  teaching  grade  three  in  Eng- 
lish. I  teach  sixteen  classes  a  week  and  have  about  fifty- 
five  pupils.  It  is  a  little  difficult  for  me  as  I  still  don't 
know  much  Margi  (language),  but  it  will  help  me  to  learn 
more  of  it. 

Tht  past  month  I  made  two  trips  to  Garkida  with  the 
lorry  to  get  palm  for  building  the  roofs  of  two  new 
schools  which  are  being  built  in  our  area.  One  of  those 
is  at  Birshishiwa,  a  Higi  village.  On  one  of  these  trips 
I  met  and  talked  with  Veda  Liskey. 

The  past  month  was  a  very  busy  one  for  the  Lassa 
Church.  March  10-13  we  had  special  evangelistic  sei-vices 
in  charge  of  the  "Evangelistic  Crusade"  which  is  a  co- 
operative evangelistic  campaign  throughout  Nigeria  by  all 
of  the  missions.  Archdeacon  Wilcox  of  the  Church  Mis- 
.sionary  Society  (Church  of  England),  who  has  been  a 
missionajy  in  Nigeria  for  39  years  and  hopes  to  be  able 
to  finish  his  40th  year  before  he  is  retired,  was  with  us. 
He  was  a  good  evangelist  and  really  stirred  our  hearts 
with  his  message  and  even  more  so  by  his  humility,  love 
and  devotion  to  Clirist. 


H(;  spoke  three  tinjcs  a  day  and  ha.s  Ijecii  gojng  ihih 
pace  since  the  first  of  November.  One  rnessage  a  day 
was  given  to  special  groups  such  as  the  patients  in  the 
hospital,  outvillage  teachers  and  laborers;  then  at  4:0() 
P.  M.  he  spoke  in  an  open  meeting  in  the  village  and  at 
7:30  at  the  church.  As  a  result  of  his  messages  00  are 
now  studying  for  the  covenant  and  about  50  are  in  the 
class  preparing  for  baptism.  Seventy  also  rededicated 
their  lives  to  God  and  we  had  a  vei-y  inspirational  prayer 
meeting  wit"h  this  group  and  heard  many  lovely  testi- 
monies. 

This  past  week  we  had  services  every  night  as  pre-Eas- 
ter  services.  Monday,  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  evenings 
the  services  were  held  in  different  parts  of  the  village 
and  with  a  very  good  attendance.  Thursday  night  it  was 
in  the  church.  Friday  afternoon  we  observed  communion. 
Then  Easter  Sunday  the  children  put  on  the  Easter  stoiy 
in  play  form.  Mailam  Risku  (hero  in  the  film  of  the 
"Peacemaker"  which  the  C.  B.  M.  made)  gave  a  ver>" 
good  Easter  sermon. 

At  this  moment  we  are  listening  to  a  very  good  play 
about  the  family  of  Jesus,  coming  over  the  British  Broad- 
casting Company. 

The  language  study  is  going  right  along.  We  know 
many  more  words  and  can  use  them  if  we  speak  slowly, 
but  the  natives  speak  so  fast  that  it  is  hard  for  us  to  un- 
derstand them.  I  guess  this  is  the  period  that  all  mis- 
sionaries mention  as  being  the  ti)ne  when  you  can't  no- 
tice any  progress  for  a  while  and  when  you  just  get  dis- 
gusted with  youi'self. 

May  God  bless  and  guide  all  of  you  in  the  furthering 
of  His  kingdom. 

Bob  and  Bea. 


Crusader  Topic 

(Continued  from  page   14) 


Master's  message.  The  story  is  told  of  a  mere  lad  m  the 
army  overseas  who  was  rather  hard  to  manage  because 
of  his  failure  to  respond  readily  to  discipline.  But  when 
the  time  came  for  him  to  do  actual  service,  he  suddenly 
developed  into  a  man  m  his  actions.  On  the  last  day  for 
the  combat  division  to  stay  up  he  had  to  go  out  twice  in 
the  face  of  enemy  fire,  but  both  times  came  back  and 
saluted  with  these  words,  "Captain,  your  message  was  de- 
livered!" W^e  are  entrusted  with  a  message  to  the  NA- 
TIONS and  there  are  many  places  in  the  far  flung  battle- 
line  where  to  deliver  it  is  to  do  so  in  the  face  of  the  ene- 
my's fire.  There  will  come  a  day  when  we  will  go  out  for  the 
last  time,  and  at  the  end  of  the  day  report  to  our  CAP- 
TAIN, who  said  .  .  .  "GO  YE!"  Shall  we  be  able  to  say 
as  did  the  lad:  "CAPTAIN  YOUR  MESSAGE  WAS  DE- 
LIVERED?" 
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FUN    FOR   EVERYONE 

By  May  C.  Smith.  New  book  of  plans  for  better  church 
recreation,  plus  games,  contests,  and  quizzes.  Discusses 
the  church  social,  its  aims,  leadership,  program,  adver- 
tising, etc.  The  second  section  offers  33  games  and 
contests  of  various  types.  Part  3  is  made  up  of  24 
Biblical  contests,  and  part  four,  of  quizzes  on  "country 
life  in  Bible  lands."  124  pages,  paper  cover. 
No.     2898 95c. 

BIBLE   GAME   KITS 

By  May  C.  Smith.  Pencil-and-paper  fun  for  group  party 
use.  Two  different  kits  prepared  from  the  book,  "Fun 
f«r  Everyone."  Each  kit  is  a  tablet  of  6  Bible  quizzes, 
2  to  a  sheet,  printed  on  identical  pages  for  distribution 
to  as  many  as  16  participants.  "Ready  made"  quiz 
sheets  that  will  make  your  next  party  more  fun  and 
easier  to   plan. 

No.  2621,  Kit  No.  1.  Quizzes  on  Childhood  Recollections, 
Shakespeare  and  the  Bible,  Bible  Men  and  Women, 
True  or  False,  Famous  Sons  and  Daughters,  and 
Cast  Out  the  Intruder. 
No.  2622,  Kit  No.  2.  Quiz  titles  are:  The  Bible,  Bible 
Men  and  Women,  Fun  With  Bible  Geography,  Fun 
With  Bible  Biography,  True  or  False,  and  Cast  Out 
the  Intruder. 
Price,    each    kit 50c. 

SUGGESTIONS   FOR   SOCIALS 

By  Ronald  F.  Keeler.  24  complete  plans  for  socials  for 
youth— two  for  each  month  in  the  year.  New,  fresh, 
yet  tested  ideas  for  a  good  time.  124  pages,  paper 
bound.     No.   3200 95c. 

BIBLE  GAME   BOOK 

By  Ronald  F.  Keeler.  Ideas  and  games  to  teach  Bible 
facts  through  play.  Original  and  effective.  Included  are 
400  Bible  questions  and  answers,  divided  into  simple 
and  difficult.  Old  and  New  Testament  subjects.  96 
pages,    paper   bound.     No.   2726 95c. 

LET'S   HAVE   A   GOOD   TIME 

By  Olive  Cameron.  "All  the  answers"  to  entertainment 
problems.  Ideas  for  publicity,  invitations,  decorations, 
costumes,  refreshments,  etc.  Seasonal,  miscellaneous 
parties,  indoor,  outdoor,  pencil,  paper,  and  Bible  gflmes, 
and   stunt   songs.     275    pages.     No.    3004 $2.25 

200    BIBLE   QUIZZES 

By  May  C.  Smith.  For  party,  class,  or  group  use.  In- 
cludes quizzes  designed  for  almost  all  ages.  An  effec- 
tive way  of  getting  acquainted  with  the  Bible.  Ar- 
ranged under  an  interesting  alphabetical  classification. 
160   pages.     Paper  cover.     No.   3310 95c. 

BIBLE    KEY-WORD    QUIZZES 

By  J.  C.  Malphurs.  Unusual  book  of  fun  and  informa- 
tion in  popular  quiz  style.  47  Bible-quiz  drills  divided 
into  five  groups;  general  Bible  information— Christ  and 
His  apostles;  the  church;  etc.  112  pages.  Paper  cover. 
No.    2727 95c. 

TWO    FAVORITE   QUIZ   BOOKS 

By  J.  Vernon  Jacobs.  Two  titles,  each  containing  a  wide 
variety  of  Bible  games,  quizzes,  drills,  reference-finding 
contests,  etc.,  for  youth  and  adult.  Each  132  pages, 
paper   bound. 

BIBLE  QUIZ  BOOK,  No.  2733 95c 

NEW    BIBLE    QUIZZES,    No.    3060 95c. 
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IHF    MRETHREN   PUBLISHING   COMPANY 
Asliland,    Ohio 

PRUDENTIAL  COMMI'n'EE 

.1    I..  Stookey,  Pres.;     H.   E.  Weidenhanier,  Vice  Pres. 
.1.   G.   Dodds,  Secretary-Treasurer 

r.MI  roR  or  publications— W.  St.  Clalr  Benshoff 

CONIRIRUTING  EDITORS 

Rev.    Dyoll   Belote  Rev,  John   Byler 
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Items  of  general  Interest 


OAK  HILL,  W.  VA.  Guest  Speaker  on  Sunday  evening 
April  26th,  was  Mr.  Isaac  Litton,  of  Hagerstown,  Mary- 
land, who  is  the  President  of  the  Southeastern  District 
Laymen. 

WOODSTOCK,  VIRGINIA,  ST.  LUKiE  BRETHREN. 
Revival  Services  were  scheduled  for  May  11th  to  22nd, 
with  the  messages  being  brought  by  Brother  John  F. 
Locke,  Pastor  of  the  .Bethlehem  and  Mt.  Olive  Brethren 
Churches. 

BETHLEHEM,  VIRGINIA.  Dr.  Isaac  S.  Long,  former 
MissionaiT  To  India,  will  speak  in  the  Bethlehem  Church 
Sunday  Morning,  May  24th, 

The  color-sound  motion  picture,  "Shepherd  of  India,"  is 
.■scheduled  to  be  shown  at  the  7:30  service  on  the  same 
date. 

Brothf^r  John  F.  Locke,  Pastor,  spoke  at  the  Rocking- 
ham County  W.  C.  T.  U.  Convention,  April  15th,  in  Grot- 
toes, Virginia,  on  the  subject,  "Has  God  Been  Insulted?" 

MT.  OLIVE,  VIRGINIA.  The  Mt.  Olive  Laymen  are 
planning  to  furnish  the  church  with  a  beautiful  bulletin 
b^ard.  Mr.  Harold  Blosser  is  fhe  President,  and  Mr.  W. 
M.  Wagoner,  Jr.,  is  the  Secretary  of  the  Mt.  Olive  Lay- 
men. 

The  Mt.  Olive  W.  M.  S.  presented  Miss  Edith  Show- 
alter,  R.  N.,  as  Guest  Speaker  at  their  Public  Service 
program  on  April  26th.  Mis.s  Showalter  told  of  her  work 
in  Africa,  by  means  of  colored  slides. 


ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  An  attendance  of  betwec 
50  and  60  turned  out  for  the  W.  M.  S.  Public  Sei-vico  hel 
the  evening  of  April  19th. 

HAGERSTOWN,  MARYLAND.  Attendance  at  the  tw 
communion  services  is  reported  as  240.  The  new  silve 
sandwich  trays  were  presented  by  the  Young  Adult's  Sui 
day  School  Class. 

Approximately  100  members  attended  the  recent  quai 
terly  business  meeting  when  new  church  officers  wer 
selected. 

Dr.  Glenn  L,  Clayton,  President  of  Ashland  Colleg« 
spoke  in  the  Hagerstown  church  on  Sunday,  May  3rd. 

The   Mother-Daughter   Banquet  was  held   on   May   Otl 

An  "old-fashioned  party"  recently  w,as  held  in  th 
Church  by  the  W.  M.  S.  for  the  benefit  of  the  "Jean  Hec 
Shank"  missionary  fund.  This  is  Mrs.  Shank's  homt 
church, 

WAYNESBORO,  PENNA.  WAYNE  HEIGHTS.  An  in 
teresting  and  helpful  feature  of  the  Sunday  School  is  tha 
of  the  adult  and  young  people's  classes  bringing  in  a  re 
port  on  the  Sunday  School  lesson  each  week.  A  questioi 
is  printed  about  the  Sunday  School  lesson  each  Sunda; 
in  the  bulletin.  During  the  lesson  period,  each  class  de 
termines  their  answer  to  it.  At  the  close  of  the  lessoi 
period,  each  class,  through  a  representative  gives  thei 
answer  to  the  entire  school. 

This  helps  to  seal  the  thought  of  the  lesson;  likewis< 
helping  to  give  a  dignified  close  to  the  Sunday  Schoo 
hour,  often  lacking  this  present  day,  in  too  man] 
churches. 

VINCO,  PlENNA.  A  goal  of  $15,000.00  has  been  set  fo; 
their  building  addition  program,  $5,000.00  of  which  hai 
already  been  raised. 

The  Mother- Daughter  banquet  was  scheduled  for  Ma: 
12th. 

JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  SECOND  .BRETHREN.  Dr.  L 
E.  Lindower,  Dean  of  Ashland  College,  was  Guest  Speak 
er  on  Sunday,  May  10th. 

JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  THIRD  BRETHREN.  The  S 
M.  M.  girls  had  charge  of  the  Mother's  Day  Worshi] 
Service.  The  speaker  was  Mrs.  L].  E.  Lindower,  Ashland 
Ohio. 

The  Mother-Daughter  banquet  w,as  scheduled  for  Ma: 
12th. 

The  President  of  the  Penna.  District  Laymen,  Johi 
Golby,  reports  from  Johnstown  on  the  recent  District  Lay 
men's  Rally  at  Pittsburgh,  saying,  "We  had  about  40  in  at 
tendance;  some  took  their  ladies,  making  a  total  of  55 
Had  a  fine  meeting.  District  well  represented.  Pittsburg! 
again  proved  a  fine  host." 

BERLIN,  PENNA.  Brother  Lyle  Lichtenberger  wai 
given  mention  in  the  Christian  Century,  on  the  occasiot 
of  his  accepting  the  Berlin  Pastorate,  through  the  columr 
of  0.  M.  Walton,  Staff  Correspodent  of  the  Century,  foj 
the  Pittsburgh  District. 

Fred  W.  Brant,  Berlin  Brotherhood  Adviser  inform; 
us  that  the  Berlin  Brotherhood  presented  Brother  Lich 
tenberger  a  gold  wrist  watch  recently. 

(Continued  on  Page  9) 
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^oci   /nfas   /I   Standard 


SECOND  IN  A  SERIES 


"Blessed  is  the  man  that  walketh  not  in  the  counsel 
of  the  ungodly,  nor  standeth  in  the  way  of  sinners,  nor 
sitteth   in   the  seat  of  the  scornful."  Psalm    1:1. 

FN  THIS  PROBLEM  of  deciding  what  is  right  and  what 
is  wrong,  we  come  to  the  consideration  of  our  conduct 
in  the  light  of  God's  Standard. 

We  know  that  there  was  a  day  in  the  history  of  Israel 
>vhen  "every  man  did  that  which  was  right  in  his  own 
eyes."  Judges  17:6.  God's  Standard  was  forsaken,  even 
though  it  was  written  in  the  book  of  the  Law.  Dire  con- 
ditions resulted.  We  note  a  few:  The  tribe  of  Dan  be- 
came idolaters,  the  men  of  Gibeah  became  very  wicked, 
the  tribe  of  .Benjamin  made  war  with  the  other  tribes, 
and  Benjamin  became  desolate.  Read  the  book  of  Judges 
and  see  for  yourself  what  happened  in  Israel  \vhen  the 
people  turned  their  backs  on  God,  and  lived  according  to 
their  own  standards. 

ADAM  AND  EVE 

God  has  a  Standard,  and  to  fall  below  that  Standard 
is  to  incur  His  wrath  and  punishment.  Adam  and  Eve 
found  this  out.  God  told  them  that  if  they  should  eat  of 
the  forbidden  fruit,  that  in  that  day,  they  would  surely 
die.  The  fruit  looked  good  to  Adam  and  Eve.  The  Devil 
told  them  it  was  good,  and  that  if  they  would  eat,  they 
would  be  wiser  and  smarter  than  they  were.  So,  they 
rationalized,  figured  out  how  they  would  benefit,  and  then 
they  ate.  We  well  know  the  results. 

The  lesson  here  for  us  is  that  no  matter  how  much 
man  may  rationalize,  or  convince  himself  that  sinful  ac- 
tions ai-e  not  wrong,  that  it  does  not  alter  God's  attitude 
toward  it.  If  God  says  a  thing  isn't  right,  no  amount  of 
man's  thinking  it  is  right  or  no  amount  of  man's  popu- 
lar acceptance   of  a  thing,  is  going  to   make   it  right. 

THE  GOLDEN  CALF 

The  children  of  Israel  learaed  this  lesson  the  hard  way, 
at  another  time  in  their  history.  At  the  foot  of  Mt.  Sinai, 
while  Moses  was  in  the  mount,  the  Israelites  decided  to 
make  a  golden  calf.  The  calf  they  made  was  raised  up 
and  proclaimed  to  be  their  God.  And  all  the  people  wor- 
shipped that  calf.  In  their  sight,  it  was  all  right.  The 
scriptures  spare  us  the  full  story  of  the  debauchery,  lust- 


ful dancing,  immorality  and  gross  sin  in  the  scene  which 
must  have  greeted  Moses  when  he  returned  from  the 
mount.  They  paid,  though,  for  we  read  that  the  calf  was 
ground  up  and  sprinkled  on  the  waters  which  the  people 
were  then  forced  to  drink. 

THE   FLOOD 

Or,  we  can  cite  another  example  of  what  hap{>ened 
when  a  people  defied  God's  Standard.  For  120  years  be- 
fore the  flood,  Noah  preached  God's  Standard  of  li\ing. 
For  120  years,  the  "smart"  people  of  the  world,  the  so- 
cialites, the  young  and  old,  gave  their  parties,  revelled  in 
their  lusts  and  their  sinful  practices.  A  "wonderful, 
thrilling  life"  they  lived.  Men  turned  from  God  to  their 
own  pleasures.  Did  that  alter  God's  Standard  ?  It  did  not  I 
The   day   of  the  flood   came — and   we  know  the  result. 

TODAY 

A.'*  we  ponder  this  problem  of  modern  social  life,  and 
whether  we  are  safe  in  indulging  in  them,  let  us  remem- 
ber that  it  was  the  things  of  the  lust  of  the  flesh  that 
led  to  the  destruction  and  downfall  of  people  in  the  past. 

God  has  a  Standard,  and  with  that  He  judges  mankind. 
Note  the  negatives  in  Psalm  1:1.  We  are  blessed,  not  be- 
cause we  try  to  see  how  much  of  the  wordly  things  we 
can  do  and  "still  stay  righteous,"  but  because  we  shun 
them,  and  live  without  them. 

LET'S  NOT  BE  FOOLED 

The  world  would  seek  to  entrap  us,  and  cause  us  to 
sin.  The  world  is  set  against  the  Christian.  Are  we  set 
against  it?  To  compromise  is  to  lose!  We  are  blessed 
when  we  avoid  the  things  of  worldliness.  We  would  close 
this  Editorial  by  bringing  to  you  the  inspii-ation  of  a 
short  article  from  THE  VINDICATOR: 

HOLY  INFLUENCES 

"The  Book  of  Psalms  begins  ^^ith  a  blessing  for  those 
who  walk  not  in  the  counsel  of  the  ungodly.  In  that 
ancient  day,  it  seems  that  the  people  were  as  familiar 
with  the  laws  of  psychology  as  some  men  are  now. 

"Why  are  people  blessed  who  walk  not  in  the  counsel 
of  the  ungodly?  Because  they  are  free  from  the  influ- 
ences   of   evil    which    will    gi-adually    undennine    any    life 

(Continued  on  pa^e  10"> 
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Eadi  of  the  chapteirs  of  th«  Gospel  of  John  contain  a 
word  picture  of  Christ.  Twenty-one  Brethren  ministers 
present,  in  this  sei'ies  of  devotional  articles  the  ^develop- 
ment" of  these  pictures,  chapter  by  chapter.  We  urge  you 
to  read  each  chapter,  and  each  of  the  articles  as  they 
appear;  thea-eby  coming  to  a  deeper  undei-standing  of  ooir 
Saviotir,  His  purpose,  and  His  work. — W.  S.  B. 


«--. 


3.  Ghnst    like  divine   Teack 
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Text:  John  3-2 


TX  THIS  THIRD  CHAPTER  of  John  we  have  a 
picture  of  Jesus  as  a  Divine  Teacher  sent  from 
God.  Most  of  us  are  familiar  with  the  stoiy  of 
Nicodemus  who  came  to  Jesus  by  night  sajing, 
"Rabbi,  we  know  that  thou  art  a  teacher  come 
from  God."  We  note  at  once  that  Jesus  is  recog- 
nized as  a  teacher.  This  man  had  come  to  talk 
with  Him,  not  about  politics  or  other  present  day 
affairs,  but  about  his  soul.  And  being  concerned 
about  his  soul,  he  came  to  Jesus  as  a  teacher.  But 
even  more,  as  a  TEACHER  SENT  FROM  GOD. 

Not  a  teacher  who  was  educated  after  the  ways 
of  man.  Nor  j''et  a  teacher  who  was  recognized 
as  an  educator,  such  the  the  Scribes  and  Phari- 
sees. But  a  teacher  who  was  supported  by  divine 
inspiration  and  divine  authority.  Note  also  his  as- 
surance of  this  as  he  states,  "We  know."  It  could 
mean  that  this  fact  was  generally  accepted  by  the 
people.  It  could  mean  that  some  of  Nicodemus' 
associates  accepted  this  fact.  It  could  mean  that 
several  people  came  with  him,  and  they  recog- 
nized Him  as  a  divine  teacher.  But  the  fact 
stands  out  that  he  was  assured  of  one  thing,  this 
was  a  Teacher  sent  from  God.  "For  no  man  can 
do  these  miracles  that  thou  doest,  except  God  be 
with  him." 

HOW  HE  TAUGHT 

Christ  then  being  recognized  and  established  as 
a  teacher,  we  want  to  know  more  about  His 
teaching.  How  did  He  teach?  In  Matthew  5-7, 
we  have  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  which  was 
preached  by  Christ.  In  it.  He  gives  us  His  doc- 
trine, and  just  as  important,  we  find   out   what 


kind  of  a  teacher  He  is.  For  as  we  finish  the  Ser 
mon  in  Matthew  7:28,  29,  we  read,  "and  it  camt 
to  pass,  when  Jesus  had  ended  these  sayings,  th( 
people  were  astonished  at  his  doctrine:  for  he 
taught  them  as  one  having  authority,  and  not  as 
the  scribes."  As  a  teacher,  Jesus  taught  wit? 
authority.  The  scribes  taught  from  the  law,  anc 
from  the  sayings  of  the  fathers.  But  Jesus  taughl 
with  all  authority  by  saying,  "This  do  and  thoi 
shalt  live."  Never  had  anyone  taught  so  boldl.\ 
concerning  spiritual  affairs.  Never  has  anyom 
been  empowered  with  such  authority  as  this 
Teacher  from  God.  And  His  authority  was  shown 
to  Nicodemus  when  He  said,  "Verily,  verily  I  saj 
unto  thee,  except  a  man  be  born  again,  he  can- 
not see  the  kingdom  of  God."  It  is  specifically  re- 
corded, "I  say,"  and,  "unless  ye  do  thus  and  so.' 
This  teacher  from  God  was  using  His  divine 
authority. 

Jesus  taught  as  God  instructed  Him.  In  John 
7:16  we  read,  "Jesus  answered  them,  and  said, 
My  doctrine  is  not  mine,  but  his  that  sent  me.'' 
Again  in  John  8:28,  "Then  said  Jesus  unto  them, 
when  ye  have  lifted  up  the  Son  of  man,  then  shall 
ye  know  that  I  am  he,  and  that  I  do  nothing  oi 
myself;  but  as  my  Father  hath  taught  me,  1 
speak  these  things,"  Christ  said  also,  "I  came  not 
to  destroy,  but  to  fulfill."  Christ  taught  as  One 
who  was  instructed  by  God.  Thus  His  words  are 
the  words  of  life.  We  read  how  the  Master  spent 
much  time  in  prayer,  making  it  possible  for  God 
to  instruct  Him  day  by  day.  How  profitable  it 
could  be  for  us  to  be  instructed  by  God.  He  said 
to  Nicodemus,  "we  speak  that  we  do  know,  and 
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estify  that  we  have  seen,"  As  God  taught  Him, 
;o  He  teaches  us. 

Christ  taught  by  using  parables.  He  used 
hings  that  were  common  to  the  Jews,  and  re- 
ated  them  to  the  kingdom  of  God.  We  read  how 
ie  began  some  of  His  parables  by  saying,  "The 
dngdom  of  heaven  is  as  ..."  or  "the  kingdom 
)f  God  is  like  ..."  At  times  He  used  a  simple  il- 
ustration  as  we  have  in  this  third  chapter,  "The 
vind  bloweth  where  it  listeth,  and  thou  hearest 
he  sound  thereof,  but  canst  not  tell  whence  it 
;ometh  or  whither  it  goeth :  so  is  every  one  that 
s  born  of  the  Spirit."  Parables  were  not  new 
vith  Jesus,  but  He  used  them  to  teach  the  truths 
)f  God's  kingdom. 

WHERE  HE  TAUGHT'  y/-;.^.!t^ 

If  we  hear  of  such  a  divine  teacher,  we  want  to 
i:now  where  He  taught.  As  we  therefore  search 
:he  Scriptures  we  read  that  He  taught  in  the 
synagogue.  Matthew  4:23  says,  "And  Jesus  went 
ibout  all  Galilee,  teaching  in  their  synagogues, 
md  preaching  the  gospel  of  the  kingdom."  We 
ind  several  times  where  He  went  into  the  syiia- 
jogue  and  taught  the  people.  He  taught  also  in 
;he  temple  as  we  read  in  Matthew  21 :23.  In 
Mark  10:1  we  find  that  He  taught  by  the  river 
Jordan.  Mark  2:13  tells  us  that  He  taught  by  the 
i'aaside.  Luke  5:3  says  He  taught  in  Simon's  ship. 
Liuke  also  says  in  13:26  that  He  taught  in  the 
streets.   Matthew  5:2  states  that  He  taught  on 


the  mountain.  John  3  tolls  us  that  as  Xicodomuj* 
came  to  Him  by  night,  Christ  taught  him.  Indeed 
we  can  say  that  wherever  there  was  one  person 
who  was  willing  to  lf;arn  of  God,  this  Divine 
Teacher  taught.  And  it  is  still  true  today,  th>at  if 
we  want  to  learn  of  God,  He  will  teach  us  from 
His  word.  We  need  only  to  come  to  Him  through 
His  word. 

WHOM  DID  HE  TEACH? 

We  might  well  ask,  whom  did  He  teach?  I-or 
we  want  to  be  among  His  pupils  if  possible.  This 
question  can  be  answered  easily,  for  there  are 
many  instances  of  Jesus'  teaching.  He  taught  the 
disciples,  the  multitudes,  the  individuals  like  Xic- 
odemus.  He  taught  all  that  came  to  Him  seeking 
truth.  No  matter  how  lowly  and  sinful,  no  mat- 
ter how  high  in  worldly  affairs ;  if  a  person  came 
to  Jesus  earnestly  seeking  to  be  taught,  Christ 
taught  concerning  God  His  Father. 

..   WHAT  HE  TAUGHT 

Finally,  we  might  ask,  what  did  He  teach?  In  a 
real  sense  we  have  already  answered  this  ques- 
tion. He  taught  the  way  of  salvation.  We  may  put 
it  in  various  ways  saying  that  He  taught  what 
God  revealed  to  Him,  or  He  taught  the  essentials 
of  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  But  in  all  His  teach- 
ing we  must  say  that  Christ  was  ever  with  the 
Father,  and  that  all  glory  and  honor  was  given  to 
the  Father. 

Such  was  this  "teacher  come  from  God"  who 
taught  Nicodemus.  And  He  is  ever  the  same  to- 
day. He  has  left  for  us  His  teachings  and  doc- 
trines, full  of  the  authority  and  inspiration  which 
astonished  the  multitudes.  We  can  read  His  par- 
ables and  learn  concerning  the  kingdom  of  God. 
We  know  that  He  will  teach  us,  wherever  we  are 
and  whoever  we  be. 

THEREFORE,  IT  IS  OUR  DUTY  TO  COME 
TO  CHRIST  EVEN  AS  NICODEMUS  DID. 
AND  RECOGNIZING  HIM  AS  A  DIVINE 
TEACHER,  FOLLOW  HIS  TEACHINGS.  FOR 
ONLY  THEN  CAN  WE  HOPE  FOR  SALVA- 
TION. 

We  must  walk  and  talk  daily  with  Christ,  the 
Divine  Teacher  come  from  God.  In  II  Timothy 
4:3,  4,  we  read  "for  the  time  ^^ill  come  when 
they  will  not  endure  sound  doctrine:  but  after 
their  o\\^\  lusts  shall  they  heap  to  themselves 
teachers,  having  itching  ears;  and  they  shall  turn 
away  their  ears  from  the  truth,    and    shall    be 
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turned  unto  fables."  In  theso  days  it  is  easy  to 
turn  from  the  Divine  Teacher  to  false  teachers. 
It  is  easy  to  lose  sight  of  His  authority.  So  we 
should   examine?  ourselves  all   tlio   nioi-e  and  see 


whether  or  not  we  are  following  Him.  We  should 
endeavor  to  walk  more  closely  to  this  "teacher 
come  from  God." 

— Bryan,  Ohio. 


^^g.T^ggggTorTmirggiy^Ayj^VW^^V'-^^^^^^ 


AshJand  College  News  Letter 

By  Arthur  Petit 


May  Day  is  fast  approaching  at  Ashland  College  and 
preparations  are  going  forward  at  the  usual  feverish 
pace.  Miss  Jeanette  Whitmore  of  Bui'bank,  Ohio,  is  the 
1953  queen.  This  is  one  of  the  most  unusual  situations 
ever  to  occur  in  the  long  history  of  this  event.  Miss  Jane 
Wliitmore  was  queen  Last  year  and  will  preside  at  the 
coronation  of  her  sister.  Mary  Brubaker  Whitmore  who 
attended  Ashland  about  25  years  ago  is  the  mother  of 
the  young  queens. 

The  May  Day  festivities  will  open  on  the  evening  of 
Friday,  May  15th  at  7:30,  when  the  Ashland  College 
Band,  resplendent  in  their  new  uniforms,  will  present 
their  annual  concert.  Traditionally,  this  concert  has  been 
held  on  the  front  campus  but  the  loss  of  Founders'  Hall 
has  presented  a  problem.  The  place  will  be  announced 
later. 

The  coronation  of  the  queen  and  the  pageant,  "Good 
Enough  to  Eat,"  will  be  presented  in  Redwood  Stadium 
at  1:15  P.  M.  on  May  16th.  Ashland  is  on  slow,  or  Stan- 
dard Time.  Ohio  Northern  will  meet  the  Eagles  in  base 
ball  immediately  following  the  pageant. 

A  buffet  dinner  will  be  served  by  the  Faculty  Women's 
Club  at  5:00  P.  M.  The  dinner  will  be  in  the  Grant  Street 
School  and  will  be  open  to  both  alumni  and  friends  of 
the  college. 

The  college  operetta  will  again  be  an  original  composi- 
tion on  which  both  Miss  Eunice  Lea  Kettering,  composer 
in  residence  and  Mr.  Fred  Saur  of  the  speech  department 
worked.  The  title  of  the  operetta  is  "Brimstone,"  and 
is  set  in  the  hills  of  Kentucky  where  prosperity  has  just 
come.  The  program  is  set  to  begin  at  8:00  o'clock. 

On  Sunday  afternoon,  the  A  Cappella  Choir  will  present 
its  home  concert  in  Memorial  Chapel.  This  will  be  an  op- 
portunity for  people  who  missed  the  choir  on  its  tour  to 
hear  this  fine  organization. 

The  student  union  building  is  now  well  above  ground 
and  is  now  waiting  on  the  fabricated  steel  joists  before 
work  can  proceed  at  full  speed.  The  concrete  has  been 
poured  for  the  steps  and  the  basement  floor  and  the 
building  should  go  very  rapidly  upon  the  arrival  of  the 
neces.sary  materials.  Since  the  building  is  far  ahead  of 
schedule,  it  is  expected  that  it  will  be  ready  before  Sep- 
tember first.  Work  should  start  on  the  large  classroom 
building  early  in  the  summer. 

At  this  writing,  the  baseball  team  is  .sporting  a  record 
of  five  wins  and  one  loss.  It  has  the  making?  of  a  fine 
record. 


WHITE  GIFT  OFFERING  FOR  1952-53 
SOUTHEAST  DISTRICT 

Bethlehem,  Va.  $ 

Cumberland,   Md 11.50* 

Gatewood,    W.   Va 1 1.00* 

H^igerstown,    Md 247.65 

Haddix,   Ky 8.00 

Liberty,  Va. 

Linwood,  Md 45.00* 

Lost  Creek,  Ky. 
Mathias,  W.  Va. 

Maurertown,  Va 30.84 

Mt.  Olive,  Va 65.18 

Oak  Hill,  W.  Va 25.00 

Rowdy,  Ky. 

St.  James,   Md 87.52* 

St.  Luke,  Va. 
Washington,  D.  C. 

PENNSYLVANIA  DISTRICT 

Berlin,   Pa $  229.57 

Brush   Valley,    Pa 24.25 

Calvary,  N.  J 3.75 

Conemaugh,    Pa 77.00* 

Cameron,   W.    Va 12.00 

Highland,    Pa 26.50 

Johnstown,  First 

Johnstown,   Second    67.00 

Johnstown,   Third    148.15* 

Masontown,   Pa 148.80* 

Meyersdale,  Pa 102.00 

Mt.    Olivet,    Del 30.00* 

Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa 19.00* 

Pittsburgh,   Pa 140.91* 

Quiet   Dell,   Pa 12.75* 

Raystown,  Pa. 

Sergeantsville,  N.   J 8.15 

Summit  Mills,  Pa. 
Uniontown,  Pa. 

Valley,   Pa 22.00* 

Vandergrift,   Pa 46.00* 

Vinco,    Pa 501.14* 

Waynesboro,  Pa 29.40* 

White   Dale,  Terra  Alta,   W.  Va 48.52* 

OHIO  DISTRICT  j 

Akron      $  23.49 

Ashland    (Park    Street)     157.00 

Bryan      300.00 

Canton      99.71 

Columbus  Cooperative 

Dayton     180.27* 

Fairhaven    30.00 

Fairview,  Washington  C.  H 7.00 

Fremont 
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Glenford     35.00 

I  Gratis 

iGretna    53.5(5 

Louisville      95.00 

Mansfield      20.00 

iMt.  Zion 

New    Lebanon     273.96 

North   Georgetown    U5.00* 

Pleasant    Hill     63.34* 

Smithville     385.89 

West   Alexandria     57.34* 

Williamstown      59.75* 

CENTRAL  DISTRICl^ 

Cerro    Gordo,    111 $  36.25 

Lanark,   111 226.80 

Milledgeville,    111 307.10* 

Udell,    Iowa    38.00 

Waterloo,   Iowa    300.00 

ARIZONA 

Tucson    $  34.05 


MID-WEST   DISTRICT 


Carleton,  Neb.    .  . 
Cheyenne,  Wyo. 
Falls   City,  Neb. 
Fort    Scott,    Kan. 
McLouth,  Kan. 
Morrill,   Kan.    .  . . 
Mulvane,  Kan.    . . 


NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA  DISTRICl^ 


,$      39.81 

101.93 
9.00* 

6.81 
40.00 


Lathrop 
Manteca 
Stockton 
Turlock 


58.65* 
41.50 


INDIANA   DISTRICT 


Akron 

Ardmore     

Brighton     

Burlington     

Center  Chapel    .  . . 
College    Corner    .  . 

Corinth     

County  Line    

Denver 

Dutchtown     

Elkhart     

Flora     

Goshen    

Huntington    

Loree 

Mexico    

Milford     

Muncie     

Nappanee     

New    Paris    

North   Liberty    .  .  . 
North   Manchester 

Oakville      

Peru    

Roann     


111.63 
10.00 

128.08 
76.40* 
48.49 
26.33 
20.00* 

12.25 

234.25 

82.13 

241.88 
38.25 

93.82* 

75.00* 
101.93* 
264.69* 
217.03 

80.50* 
121.50 
161.70* 

25.00 
128.38* 


lioanoke      ]  Jj.oo 

Sherwood,  Mich. 
South  liond 

Teegarden      16.86* 

Tiosa     2G.fX» 

Warsaw      188.25' 

INDIVIDCAL  GIFTS 

(Unless  specifically  designated  to  be  credited  to  a  par- 
ticular church  individual  gifts  are  not  included  in  the 
above  figures.) 

Lewis   Aniberg     $  2.00 

Mr.   &   Mrs.   Jerry   Flora    2.00 

Mrs.   Charles  Rose    5.00 

Mrs.  Rosemary  Zook    10.00 

Cummings      1.00 

David  Hegler    2.00 

Mrs.  Mahlon  Werner    3.00 

Mr.  &  Mrs.   Geo.   Spielman    10.00 

Mr,  &  Mrs.  Earl  Benshoff  10.00 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  Fitt   5.00 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  L.  L.  Klotz    5.00 

Dell  &  Amanda  Lemon   10.00 

Clarice   Fitzwater    10.00 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Glenn  Shank    5.00 

Carrie    Zinn     20.00 

Total  as  of  April  10th,  1953   38,144.05 

(*Indicates  Increase  over  last  year.) 

Henry  Bates,  Treasurer 

National   Sunday    School    Association. 
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Life  leads  us  down  a  hollow, 
Life  leads  us  up  a  hill; 
As  the  enduring  swallow, 
Life  dips  and  mounts  until — 
The  earthly  years  unraveled — 
We  are  grown  tired  from  care. 
All  hills  and  hollows  traveled, 
Life  pauses,  leaves  us  where 
A  door,  a  pearl-encrusted 
Door,  opens  widely  in, 
If  we  are  true  and  trusted — 
Washed  wholly  clean  from  sin. 

— Annabelle  Merrifleld. 
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Missionary    Department 


SOLOMONS  RETURN  FOR  A  BRIEF 

STAY 

Kenneth  and  Jeannette  Solomon  returned  to  Ashland 
April  30,  after  spending  eight  months  in  San  Jose,  Costa 
Rica,  studying  Spanish  for  their  missionary  work  in  Ar- 
gentina. Since  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  their  visas 
while  they  were  in  Costa  Rica,  they  will  begin  negotia- 
tions to  obtain  them  at  the  Argentine  Consulate  in  New 
York. 

It  is  difficult  to  determine  at  this  time  just  how  long 
they  will  be  hei-e,  but  every  effort  will  be  made  to  insure 
their  leaving  to  take  over  the  work  as  quickly  as  pos- 
sible. 

ITINERATING   MISSIONARIES 

and 

MISSIONARY  APPOINTEES 

Revei'end  and  Mrs.  Rob  Byler,  returned  missionaries 
from  Argentina,  and  Doc  and  Jean  Shank,  missionary  ap- 
pointees to  the  Philippines,  will  be  itinerating  during  the 
summer  and  fall  months.  If  yeu  would  like  to  have  them 
come  to  your  church,  please  send  your  request  to  the  Mis- 
sionary Board  office,  stating  the  time  you  would  like 
them  to  come — give  at  least  two  possible  dates,  so  that 
we  may  fit  them  into  schedules. 

Travel  expenses  and  lodgings  should  be  provided  by  the 
churches.  We  are  asking  also  that  at  least  two  nights  or 
a  week  end,  including  Friday  night,  be  arranged  for 
them,  so  that  they  may  have  time  to  tell  about  the  work 
they  represent. 

MISSIONARY  SECRETARY  TRAVELS 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  visit  among  the  churches  of  the 
brotherhood  to  talk  about  the  missionai-y  program  of  the 
church,  to  meet  the  people  and  to  discuss  with  the  pas- 
tors the  progress  as  well  as  the  problems  of  the  local 
and  national  church. 

We  feel  very  keenly  the  need  of  keeping  a  close  con- 
tact with  all  the  churches,  but  find  that  it  is  impossible 
to  accomplish  the  task  as  we  know  it  should  be  done. 

NOTICE— INDIANA  LAYMEN 

The  .Southern  Indiana  District  Brethren  Laymen  will 
hold  their  regular  quarterly  meeting  at  the  Tiosa  Breth- 
ren Church,  on  Monday  evening,  May  18th. 

Supper  will  be  served  from  7:00  to  8:00  o'clock, 
D,  S.  T. 

Program  following.  Let's  make  this  a  record-breaker 
for  attendance. 

Guy  V.  Purdy,   Secretary. 


During  the  latter  part  of  April  we  were  able  to  spend 
several  days  out  among  the  churches. 

Oak  Hill,  West  Virginia— April  18-20 

Here  we  found  an  enthusiastic  group  of  Brethren  peo- 
ple working  along  with  their  pastor  in  a  fine  way.  We 
taught  a  Sunday  school  class  of  married  people,  spoke 
during  the  morning  worship  service  and  then  gave  short 
missionary  message  over  the  radio  on  Monday  morning. 

Gatewood,  West  Virginia — April  19 

The  Gatewood  Church  has  a  building  program  under 
way  and  w^e  were  asked  to  bring  the  message  for  the  cor- 
nerstone laying  service.  In  the  evening  we  brought  a  mis- 
sionary message  to  a  nice-sized  audience. 

Terra  Alta,  West  Virginia — April  21 

This  is  a  co-operative  church  and  a  nice  group  of  folks 
were  present  for  the  Tuesday  night  service.  We  were  glad 
to  speak  on  missions,  meet  the  folks  and  learn  of  the 
work  there. 


Washington,  D.  C— April  22 


4 


A  large  group  was  in  attendance  at  thei  mid-week  ser- 
vice and  a  fine  spirit  was  manifested  by  the  pastor  and 
the  people.  After  the  devotional  service,  we  had  the 
privilege  of  meeting  with  the  official  board  to  hear  re- 
ports of  their  work  and  future  plans.  The  church  has 
launched  a  personal  visitation  campaign  which  is  already 
bringing  good  results. 


Maurertown,    Virginia — Cumberland,    Maryland — 
April  23-24 


I 


A  brief  visit  with  Reverend  and  Mrs.  John  Locke  and 
Reverend  and  Mrs.  Ed  Miller  at  Maurertown,  and  Rev- 
erend and  Mrs.  Milton  Robinson  at  Cumberland  was  made 
on  the  i^etum  trip. 

Cameron,  West  Virginia — Quiet  Dell,  Pennsylvania — 

April  26 

It  was  our  privilege  to  bring  the  morning  message  at 
Camei'on  and  then  at  Quiet  Dell  at  a  later  hour  in  the 
morning.  In  the  afternoon  we  bi'ought  the  message  for 
their  anniversary  service. 


How  About 
Your  Offerings?? 


BRETHREN    YOUTH    OFFERING 

Make  checks  payable  to  Margaret  E.  Lowery,  Treasur- 
er, and  address  Miss  Margaret  E.  Lowery,  Samaritan 
Hospital,   Ashland,   Ohio. 


MAY  10,  1953 


1'A(.jE  nine 


REV.  EUGENE  J.  BEEKLEY 
JOINS  U.  S.  A.  F. 

AS  CHAPLAIN 


EUGENE  J.  BEEKLEY 

REV.  EUGENE  J.  BEEKLEY,  Pastor  of  the  Warsaw 
Brethren  Church,  Warsaw,  Indiana,  has  announced  that 
he  has  resigned  his  pastorate,  effective  June  1st,  to  ac- 
cept an  assignment  as  Chaplain  in  the  United  States  Air 
Force. 

He  has  been  assigned  to  the  10th  Air  Force,  with  head- 
quarters at  Selfridge  Field,  Michigan.  He  expects  to  have 
a  six-week  briefing  at  Fort  Slocum,  New  York,  before 
being  assigned  to  an  air  force  base  as  a  First  Lieutenant. 
He  has  volunteered  for  European  Service. 

.Brother  Beekley  received  his  A.B.  and  B.Th.  degrees 
from  Ashland  College  and  Seminary,  ,and  has  taken  grad- 
uate work  at  Oberlin  College  (Ohio)  and  at  the  Winona 
Lake  School  of  Theology,  in  Indiana.  In  conjunction  with 
his  work  in  the  Winona  Lake  School  of  Theology, 
he  participated  in  the  "Flying  Seminar"  last  summer  in 
a  tour  of  the  Holy  Land.  ■  . 

Brother  Beekley  has  served  Brethren  Pastorates  at 
Glenford,  Ohio;  Brush  Valley,  (Adrian)  Penna.;  West 
Alexandria,  Ohio;  Canton,  Ohio;  and  Warsaw,  Indiana.  He 
seived  our  General  Conference  as  Secretary  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  giving  up  this  position  to  -become  Vice-Mod- 
orator  and  a  year  later,  becoming  the  Moderator  of  the 
General  Conference  of  the  Brethren  Church. 


Items     of   General    Interest 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 


VALLEY  BRETHREN,  JONES  MILLS,  PENNA. 
Brother  Elmer  M.  Keck  informs  us  that  the  church  yard 
has  been  fenced  in,  around  three  sides,  a  total  of  354 
feet.  This  was  a  project  of  the  local  Laymen's  Organiza- 
tion. 

PITTSBURGH,  PENNA.  Eight  new  members  were  bap- 


tized and  received  into  the  church  recently,  according  Uj 
to  Brother  Ralph  E,  MjIIk'  bulletin. 

r;AMKRON,  W.  VA.  l'>rother  RiAx-.rt  HolHin^f^r  inforniK 
us  thai  lirother  W.  Clayton  Berkshiie,  General  Secretary 
(jf  the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church,  viHited 
in  their  church  on  Sunday,  April  20th,  bringing  the  me:*- 
sage.  Brother  lierkshire  al.so  .spoke  at  the  Quiet  Dell 
Biethren  Church,  which  is  also  pa.slored  by  Brother  Hol- 
singer. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO,  I'ARK  STRBI:T  liRKTHRKN.  Four 
new  members  were  received  into  the  church  on  Sunday, 
May  3rd. 

The  Ashland  Gideons  Oiganization  had  charge  of  the 
evening  sei-vice  on  April  J 9th,  with  Louis  Holmes,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Ashland  Vault  Company,  bringing  the  mes- 
sage. 

Sunday  moi-ning,  May  3rd,  the  Laymen  presented  their 
Public  Program. 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  From  Brother  William  S.  Crick's  bul- 
letin we  glean  some  facts  about  the  Miami  Valley  Breth- 
ren Youth  Rally  held  on  April  l!nh  at  Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio. 
Attendance  was  183;  the  offering  for  the  Brethren  Youth 
Project  was  $336.00.  New  Lebanon  won  the  attendance 
banner.  The  next  Rally  will  be  held  on  June  21st  in  the 
Gretna  Brethren  Church. 

WEST  ALEXANDRIA,  OHIO.  Brother  Smith  F.  Rose 
was  the  Radio  Speaker  over  WPFB  on  Saturday,  May 
9th,  the  broadcast  being  sponsored  by  the  Preble  County 
Ministerial  Association. 

.Brother  Rose  has  announced  his  resignation  to  the 
West  Alexandria  congregation,  stating  that  he  has  ac- 
cepted the  call  of  the  Brighton  Chapel,  Howe,  Indiana, 
Church,  to  be  their  Pastor.  The  change  will  take  place 
the  first  part  of  June. 

BRYAN,  OHIO.  The  60th  Anniversary  of  the  Church 
was  observed  with  a  carry-in  supper  and  special  proram 
on  Tuesday,  April  21st.  Brother  C.  A.  Stewart,  former 
Pastor  brought  the  anniversary  message.  A  full  report 
of  the  program  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Editor,  and  will 
appear  in  a  later  issue  of  THE  EVANGELIST. 

ROANN,  INDIANA.  The  Mother-Daughter  banquet  was 
scheduled  for  May  14th. 

Brother  S.  M.  Whetstone  has  announced  a  special  ser- 
vice for  the  dedication  of  Children  on  Childi-en's  Day, 
June  14th. 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  On  Easter  Sunday.  Brother  Wil- 
lis E.  Ronk,  who  is  improving  slowly,  was  able  to  hear 
the  sei-vices  in  his  Church,  conducted  by  Brother  W.  I. 
Duker,  by  means  of  a  Public  Address  system.  Brother 
Duker  has  been  taking  care  of  the  services  for  Brother 
Ronk. 

Six  new  members  were,  baptized  recently  by  Brother 
Duker  and  received  into  the  Goshen  Qiurch. 

Five  children  were  consecrated  in  the  Easter  morning 
service. 

NAPPANEE,  INDIANA.  The  Mother-Daughter  ban- 
quet was  held  on  May  4th,  with  the  Father-Son  banquet 
being  held  on  May  5th.  The  Sisterhood  girls  were  in 
charge  of  the  IMother-Daughter  program. 

Sundav    evening.    Mav    3rd.    'Sh:    Kamal    Hanna.    whose 
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home  is  in  Jerusalem,  spoke  in  the  Nappanee  church.  Mi-. 
Hanna  is  of  Arab  descent,  but  was  trained  in  a  Christian 
school  in  his  native  land.  He  is  now  attending  Goshen 
College. 

FLORA,  INDIANA.  Bi-other  C.  A.  Stewart  has  an- 
nounced their  Communion  for  Sunday  evening,  May  24th. 

A  number  of  the  Flora  women  went  to  the  Brethren's 
Home  recently  to  do  some  sewing  and  cleaning.  Eleven 
i-ooms  were  cleaned  by  them.  We  know  that  this  work  was 
greatly  appreciated. 

ELKHART.  INDLA.NA.  The  .Elkhart  scholarship  to 
Ashland  College,  has  been  awarded  to  William  Boyei-,  of 
Teeganien,  Indiana. 

The  new  bulletin  board,  given  and  installed  by  the  Elk- 
hart Crusaders  Class,  makes  a  fine  addition  to  the  church 
property.  The  cost  of  the  project  was  $446.00. 

The  contemplated  radio  program,  which  we  announced 
a  few  weeks  ago  in  THE  EVANGELLST,  is  now  a  real- 
ity. It  is  known  as  "The  Brethren  Voice,"  and  is  broad- 
cast over  WRTC  each  Wednesday  from  3:30  to  3:45  P.  M. 
An  invitation  to  those  in  range  to  tune  in,  is  given. 

MUNCIE,  INDIANA.  Brother  E.  J.  .Black  reports  eight 
first  time  confessions  as  a  result  of  their  recent  revival. 
Rev.  V.  D.  Geren,  of  Chesterfield,  N.  J.,  was  tlie  Evan- 
gelist. 

PERU,  INDIANA.  Brother  Milton  M.  Bowman  an- 
nounces that  their  Cash  Day  offerings  nave  totaled  more 
than  $400.00  in  three  months,  and  that  "This  was  far 
above  all  expectations." 

A  new  Constitution  was  adopted  by  the  Peru  Church 
at  a  recent  business  meeting. 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  A  Family  Fellowship 
Night  was  observed  on  Monday  evening,  April  20th. 

Brother  Virgil  E.  Meyer,  Pastor  of  our  Church  at 
Nappanee,  Indiana,  was  guest  speaker  in  the  Milledge- 
ville  church  on  May  3rd.  This  is  .Brother  Meyer's  home 
church. 

CERRO  GORDO,  ILLINOIS.  Attendance  reached  the  100 
mark  on  Easter  Sunday.  Dedication  services  for  two  chil- 
dren were  conducted  on  Easter. 

Brother  Wilbur  L.  Thomas  printed  the  complete  Com- 
munion Service  for  his  congregation  in  a  special  bulletin, 
Included  were  the  scriptures  and  the  words  of  the  hymns 
to  be  used. 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  The  Junior  Sisterhood  sponsored 
a  bieakfast  in  honor  of  their  mothers  the  first  Saturday 
in  May.  It  was  held  in  a  local  cafeteria. 

UDELL,  IOWA.  A  special  Mother's  Day  program  by 
the  children,  dedicated  to  Mothers,  was  pre.sented  the  eve- 
ning of  May  10th. 

On  May  17th,  the  Service  of  Holy  Baptism  will  be 
held.  Brother  H.  Francis  Berkshire  writes,  "The  baptistry 
in  our  church  will  be  used.  This  will  be  the  first  time  foi' 
its  use  in  many  years.  It  has  been  fixed,  and  is  again 
usable  for  baptism." 

The  Udell  Holy  Communion  will  be  observed  on  May 
31  St. 

CARLETON,  NEBRASKA.  Brother  Thomas  L.  Shan- 
non wiites,  "'The  Easter  Week  services  wei'c  well  at- 
tended. The  rains  came  and  cut  our  attendance  for  Com- 


munion, but  the  fellowship  for  those  who  came  was  re- 
warding. The  interest  of  the  young  people  was  especially 
encouraging." 

The  dates  for  the  Vacation  Bible  School  are  tentatively 
set  for  May  25th  to  June  5th. 

A  Family  Night  was  held  on  April  29th,  featuring  a 
"family  film." 

TUCSON,  ARIZONA.  One  new  member  was  received 
into  the  church  on  April  lOth,  by  letter. 

The    Mother-Daughter   banquet   was   held    on   May    1st. 

Brother  Vernon  D.  Grisso  reports  the  April  19th  Sun- 
day School  attendance  as  117.  He  says,  "We  are  holding 
a  good  average  in  spite  of  much  illness  and  irregularity 
in  attendance." 

The  W.  M.  S.  Public  Service  was  scheduled  to  be  pre- 
sented on  May  10th.  Mrs.  Louise  Gi'iffith,  well  known 
national  writer  and  leader  of  children's  and  women's 
work  was  the  speaker. 

The  First  Brethren  Church  of  Mansfield,  Ohio,  would 
like  to  announce  that  we  have  filled  the  pastorate  va- 
cancy. We  wish  to  thiank  each  on©  who  answered  the  call. 

— Mary  E.  Metcalf,  Cor.  Sec. 

"thF EDITOR'S  PULPIT 

GOD  HAS  A  STANDARD 

(Continued  from  Page  3)  S 

that  is  not  directly  under  the  power  of  God.  Men  may 
believe  that  they  can  stand  against  the  constant  pi-essure 
of  evil  in  their  own  strength,  but  repeated  failures  prove 
that  such  grossly  overestimate  their  ability.  The  apostle 
well  says,  "let  him  that  thinketh  he  standeth  take  heed 
le.st  he  fall." 

"It  is  a  lesson  hard  to  learn  that  the  forces  of  evil  and 
darkness  exei't  a  constant  pressure  upon  every  character 
not  sealed  for  God,  and  there  is  always  danger,  when  a 
man  abides  in  contact  with  and  in  the  shadow  of  evil. 

"There  is  a  well  defined  division  between  the  godly  and 
the  ungodly.  They  cannot  both  abide  together.  One  must 
letire,  and  therefore  the  man  is  blessed  who  abides  not 
in  the  counsel  of  the  ungodly  because  he  is  then  dwelling 
in  the  atmosphere  of  heaven  and  imbibing  the  invigorat- 
ing breezes  of  righteousness.  He  develops  in  the  knowl- 
edge of  God,  and  finds  association  of  the  redeemed  con- 
genial to  his  soul. 

"The  one  who  abides  in  the  counsel  of  the  ungodly  is 
on  the  way  to  greater  evil  and  in  danger  of  being  swal- 
lowed up  in  a  coming  judgment  which  will  make  the  fu-  , 
ture  hideous  before  him,  and  dress  in  a  shroud  of  dark- 1 
ness   his   approaching  future.   A   sense   of  fear  possesses 
hi.s  soul  and  he  seeks  larger  and  more  desperate  sins  to 
veil    the    future    from    his    meditation.    Many   sinners   are 
moie  sinful   in  order  to  blunt  and  destroy  their  contem 
plation  of  the  future. 

"Obey  Jesus  and  live. 


] 


(The  next  Edito)-ial  in  this  series  will  appear  in  the 
May  30th  issue  and  will  be  entitled,  "WERE  OUR  FORE- 
FATHERS SAINTS?")  W.  S.  B.— Editor. 
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What  They  Say  About  Brethren  Youth 


"The  Brethren  Youth  piogram  has  considerably  strengthened  the 
Biotherhood  organization.  Six  years  ago  we  had  only  about  24  boys  at- 
tending Brotherhood  sessions  at  General  Conference,  now  we  have  7") 
to  100.  This  is  typical  of  renewed  interest." 

— Rev.  V.  E.  Meyer,  president  of  the  National    Brethren 
Youth  Board,  representing  Brotherhood. 
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"Brethren  Youth  has  continued  to  pi-omote  the  young  people's  inter- 
ests as  represented  by  the  Sunday  School  Association,  by  having  rep- 
resentatives in  summer  camps  and  by  encouraging  young  people's  par- 
ticipation in  all  forms  of  Sunday  School  work." 

— Dr.  L.  E.  Lindower,  member  on  the  National   Brethren   Youth 
Board,  representing  the  Sunday  School  Association. 
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BRIGHTON,   INDIANA 

The  news  from  .Brighton,  Indiana  is  rather  scarce.  The 
church  gave  a  unanimous  call  to  Rev.  Smith  F.  Rose, 
which  was  accepted.  Rev.  Rose  and  his  family  will  move 
into  the  parsonage  the  first  week  in  June.  We  truly  thank 
the  Lord  for  answered  prayers. 

Ministerial  Board 
Brighton  Chapel, 
Brighton,  Indiana. 

REVIVAL   AT   HUNTINGTON,'  INDIANA 

March  16th-29th  found  us  in  Huntington  for  revival 
services  with  the  folks.  It  was  a  very  busy  two  weeks, 
and  we  hope  a  prosperous  two  weeks  for  the  Huntington 
church.  We  had  very  .good  attendance  at  all  the  meetings, 
and  the  spirit  of  the  meetings  was  very  good.  The  sing- 
ing was  wonderful  both  in  special  music  and  in  congre- 
gational songs.  And,  of  course,  we  would  like  also  to  say 
that  the  food  was  good  in  quality  and  quantity. 

We  were  sorry  not  to  be  able  to  bring  more  into  the 
church,  but  since  the  last  revival  in  that  church,  Rev.  Gil- 
mer has  brought  16  into  the  church.  The  meetings  how- 
ever, were  not  in  vain.  The  high  point  came  on  the  last 
Friday  and  Sunday.  On  Friday  evening,  we  had  several 
special  numbers  in  music,  ending  with  a  preachers'  quar- 
tet composed  of  Rev.  Roy  Gilmer,  Cliurch  of  the  Brethren 


pastor;  Herbert  Gilmer,  lay  pastor  at  our  County  Line 
church;  Rev.  C.  Y.  Gilmer  and  myself.  Sunday  evening 
then  saw  the  close  of  the  meetings  with  a  Candlelight  Re- 
conseci'ation  Service.  Many  of  the  members  took  part  in 
this  service,  coming  to  reconsecrate  themselves  to  the 
Lord. 

The  two  weeks  passed  fast;  faster  than  you  might 
think.  But  the  work  was  enjoyed.  My  wife  gave  a  flan- 
nelgraph  story  each  night,  as  well  as  playing  the  piano. 
This  along  with  the  Bible  magic,  aided  the  preaching  of 
the  Word. 

We  would  bespeak  for  the  Huntington  church  a  contin- 
ued spirit  and  deep  interest  in  the  Lord's  work.  May  it 
continue  to  grow  and  prosper  as  it  is  doing  now,  to  the 
glory  and  honor  of  God. 

— Alvin  H.   Grumbling. 

NEW  LEBANON,  OHIO 

It  has  been  some  time  since  any  news  has  been  sent 
from  New  Lebanon.  The  last  few  months  have  been  very 
busy  ones.  The  attendances  have  been  good  at  all  ser- 
vices. About  the  only  hindrance  was  cases  of  the  flu 
now  and  then. 

Quite  a  few  changes  have  taken  place  since  the  last 
report..  The  new  Bulletin  Board  has  been  completed,  and 
is  in  use.  Also  the  Church  has  taken  on  a  new  look,  it  be- 
ing redecorated,  making  it  very  inviting  and  beautiful 
indeed.  Both  improvements  have  been  great  needs,  and 
add  much  to  the  value  of  the  church.  Some  improvements 
have  been  great  needs,  and  add  much  to  the  value  of 
the  church.  Some  improvements  were  also  done  in  the 
basement,  especially  the  nursery,  which  is  being  used 
very  extensively.  New  steps  were  put  in  last  fall.  Tlie 
church  is  very  thankful  for  these  improvements. 

And  now  a  word  about  our  recent  Revival  Meeting. 
Rev.  George  Gardiner,  Great  Lakes  District  Evangelist 
for  Youth  For  Christ,  came  to  New  Lebanon  on  March 
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Topic   for  .May   24.    1953 
YE   SHALL   BE    WITNESSES— IN    THE   PHILUMMNES 

(This  article  has  b*en  written  for  us  by  our  new  pio- 
neer n\i!>sion;uies.  Rev.  and  Mrs,  Glenn  (Doc)  Shank,  soon 
to  leave  for  the  Philippines.  They  are  now  concluding 
their  studies  at  the  Mission  Department  of  the  Graduate 
School  of  Concordia  Seminary,  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri. — 
J.  1).  H.) 

1.  WHY  THE  PHILIPPINES?  Christ  gave  the  com- 
mission to  His  followers  "to  go  into  all  nations."  The 
Brethren  have  chosen  the  Philippine  Islands.  Why  ? 
THERE  IS  AN  OPEN  DOOR.  Many  fields  are  closed  to 
Mission  work  today.  China  is  a  good  example.  The  Fili- 
pinos are  friendly  with  Americans,  since  the  Islanders 
learned  to  trust  their  neighbors  across  the  ocean  while 
they  were  under  our  control  for  fifty  years.  THERE  IS 
AX  UR(]iENT  SPIRITUAL  NEED.  In  1949  one  Protest- 
ant group  entered  the  area  in  the  Islands  where  there 
were  100,000  natives  still  living  in  pagan  superstition.  In 
1950  another  denomination  began  work  on  an  Island  with 
300,000  Filipinos  who  had  never  heard  the  Gospel.  There 
are  many  more  areas  untouched  by  Christianity — the 
Field   is  awaiting  messengers  with  the  GOOD  NEWS! 

2.  OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  WORK.  The  three  usual 
avenues  for  beginning  mission  work  are  Evangelistic,  Ed- 
ucational, and  Medical.  EDUCATIONAL.  Since  the  sys- 
tem of  education  in  the  Philippines  is  quite  similar  to  that 
found  in  this  country,  there  is  not  a  great  need  for  es- 
tablishing Schools  for  teaching  the  children.  Rather,  the 
work  of  teaching  Religion  would  constitute  the  educa- 
tional approach,  since  by  this  means  many  homes  can  be 
reached  through  the  children.  MEDICAL,  There  is  quite 
a  surplus  of  medical  workers  in  the  cities.  Medical  Mis- 
sion work  is  more  needed  in  the  mountain  regions,  since 
these  people  are  the  neglected  ones.  Opportunities  for 
medical  work,  would  be  present  in  these  out-of-the-way 
areas.  The  person  who  has  been  bodily  healed  will  be 
more  ready  to  hear  of  Jesus,  the  Great  Physician,  and  of 
His  LOVE  for  all  men.  EVANGELIS.M.  The  third  method 
for  reaching  the  people  is  through  evangelism.  This  is 
the  most  important  aspect  and  MUST  be  included  in  all 
medical  and  educational  avenues  of  approach,  for  without 
the  message  of  .Salvation,  there  would  be  no  mission  work. 
Whether  or  not  one  could  use  the  medical  or  educational 
opportunities  cannot  be  absolutely  determined;  but  it  is 
certain  that  one  can  always  use  the  F^VANGELISTIC 
APPROACH. 

3.  DIFFICULTIES  IN  THE  FIELD.  Ail  mission  work 
involves  problems.  Since  the  work  in  the  Philippine 
Islands  will  be  a  new  work  for  the  Brethren  Church,  there 
are  additional  difficulties.  Among  these  ai'e  the  follow- 
ing: CHOICE  OF  A  LOCATIOxN,  In  choosing  the  area  for 
opening  a  new  work,  foremost  in  one's  thought  would  be 


the  spot  with  the  greatest  need,  and  which  does  not  en- 
croach upon  aJiother  mission  field.  The  area  should  be 
geographically  located  with  other  villages  near  enough 
for  expanding  the  mission  work.  LANGUAGE,  To  best 
reach  the  Filipino  the  missionary  must  learn  the  tribal 
dialect.  This  poses  a  problem  because  one  area  of  work 
may  require  learning  several  dialects.  LIVING  CONDI- 
TIONS. New  adjustments  must  always  be  made  on  a  for- 
eign field — differences  of  food,  climate,  living  quarters, 
social  customs.  The  acuteness  of  these  conditions  will  de- 
pend upon  where  mission  work  is  being  done — in  the 
cities  or  in  the  mountains.  (In  the  Philippines,  Non-City 
work  is  referred  to  as  work  with  the  Mountain  Peoples. 
TRANSPORTATION.  There  are  a  few  good  roads,  but, 
except  between  cities,  public  transportation  is  very  poor. 
Boats  are  needed  to  reach  many  areas  in  the  interior. 
Torrential  rainfalls  make  some  roads  impassable. 
POVERTY.  Generally  speaking,  the  Filipinos  ai'e  quite 
poor.  Their  cost  of  living  would  be  comparable  to  2  to  3 
times  that  in  the  United  States.  For  this  reason,  church 
financial  support  will  be  difficult  for  them. 

4.  MISSION  METHODS  OF  OTHER  DENOMINA- 
TIONS, EDUCATIONAL,  Some  groups  have  buiit  pri- 
mary, secondary,  and  industrial  schools,  colleges  and  sem- 
inaries. These  are  established  to  educate  and  train  the 
Filipinos  in  the  faith  of  the  particular  denomination. 
MEDICAL.  The  establishment  of  Hospitals,  dispensaries 
and  nursing  schools  have  been  effectively  used  by  various 
Church  Groups.  EVANGELISTIC.  The  following  methods 
have  been  profitably  used  by  various  Protestant  groups 
in  the  Philippines: 

.  a,  MASS  EVANGELISM.  This  involves  preaching  the 
Gospel  to  large  groups  without  necessarily  following  with 
Doctrinal  instruction.  In  the  United  States  this  would 
find  its  counterpart  in  tent  meetings  which  move  from 
city  to  city.  b.  STREET  CORNER  PREACHING.  This  is 
self-explanatory  and  has  been  successfully  used,  particu- 
larly in  making  the  initial  contacts.  In  order  to  be  effec- 
tive, there  must  be  follow-up  work,  such  as  personal  con- 
tacts, and  invitations  to  attend  preaching  services  and 
Bible  classes  at  the  Church  center,  c.  DAILY  VACATION 
BIBLE  SCHOOL.  Since  there  are  always  children  avail- 
able, this  proves  an  excellent  method  for  beginning  Chris- 
tian work.  This  is  one  of  the  simplest,  yet  effective, 
means  of  reaching  children  of  all  ages.  The  contacts  with 
children  enable  the  missionary  to  reach  entire  families 
and  win  them  for  Christ,  d.  BIBLE  CLASSES.  Classes 
for  general  Bible  instruction  are  organized  for  various 
age  levels.  These  are  comparable  to  Sunday  School 
classes,  but  are  held  on  week-days.  e.  SUNDAY 
SERVICES.  Morning  worship,  Sunday  School  classes 
and  Sunday  evening  meetings  are  conducted  and 
afford  further  opportunities  for  mission  work.  f.  NA- 
TIVE TRAINING.  More  intensive  instruction  in  Bible  and 
church  Doctrine  is  conducted  in  order  to  train  the  Fili- 
pino eventually  to  assume  places  of  responsibility  and 
leadership  in  teaching,  preaching  and  general  church 
work. 

5.  ULTIMATE  RESULT  —  AN  INDIGENOUS 
CHURCH.  The  fundamental  and  primary  purpose  of  all 
mi.ssion  work  is  the  building  of  an  indigenous  Church. 
This  means  one  which  is  able  to  support  itself  both  finan- 
cially and  with  its  own  man-power  for  preaching,  teach- 
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ing,  and  holding  church  offices.  Such  a  (Jhurcii   then   re- 
ceives full   rccogniiton   in   any  given   denomination. 

6.  WILL  YOU  HELP?  Remember  to  remind  youi 
families  and  friends  that  MAY  is  National  Brethren 
Youth  Offering  Month!  It  is  very  important  that  we  have 
a  large  offering  so  that  our  work  may  continue  making 
it  possible  for  young  people  to  answer  the  call  of  (iod 
through  Brethren  Youth.  We  need  your  gift.  (Jod  needs 
YOUR  LIFE! 


Vmyer  ffleeting 
Studies 

'By  G.  T.  Qilmef 


"STIR  INTO  FLAME" 

Stir  me,  oh  stir  me,  Lord,  I  care  not  how, 

But  stir  my  heart  in  passion  for  the  world! 

Stir  me  to  give,  to  go — but  most  to  pray. 

Stir  'til  the  blood-red  banner  be  unfurled  "    . 

O'er  lands  that  still  in  heathen  darkness  lie, 

Lands  where  the  cross  was  never  lifted  high. 

Stir  me!  oh  stir  me.  Lord,  'til  all  my  heart 

Is  filled  with  strong  compassion  for  these  souls, 

'Til  that  compelling  "must"  drives  me  to  pray, 

'Til  Thy  constraining  love  reach  to  the  poles, 

Far  north  and  south,  in  burning  deep  desire, 

'Til   east  and  west  are  caught  in   love's   great  fire. 

Stir  me!  oh  stir  me.  Lord,  'til  prayer  is  pain — 
'Til  prayer  is  joy — 'til  prayer  turns  into  praise! 
Stir  me,   'til  heart  and  will  and  mind — yea  all 
Is  wholly  Thine  to  use  through  all  the  days. 
Stir,  'til  I  learn  to  pray  exceedingly. 
Stir,  'til  I  learn  to  wait  expectantly. 

Stir  me!  oh  stir  me.  Lord.  Thy  heart  was  stirred 

By  love's  intensest  fire,  'til  Thou  didst  give 

Thine  only  Son,  Thy  best  beloved  One, 

E'en  to  the  dreadful  cross,  that  I  might  live. 

Stir  me  to  give  myself  so  back  to  Thee 

That  Thou  canst  give  Thyself  again,  through  me. 

— Anithor  Unknown. 

GOD  EXPECTS  EViERY  CHRISTIAN  to  have  the 
manifestation  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  his  life  (1  Cor. 
12:7).  On  the  day  of  Pentecost,  the  one  hundred  and 
twenty  "were  all  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost"  (Acts  2:4). 
Again  the  whole  company  of  believers  in  Jerusalem  were 
filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit  (Acts  4:23-35).  The  whole 
body  of  believers  at  Antioch  of  Pisidia  were  "filled  with 
joy,  and  with  the  Holy  Ghost." 

The  Holy  Spirit  indwells  every  Christian's  body  (1  Cor. 
6:19,  20).  Jesus  promised  the  indwelling  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  every  believer  (John  7:37-39).  The  fulfillment  of 
this  promise  is  in  John  20:21,  22.  But  it  is  not  enough 
for  a  Christian  to  have  the  indwelling  of  the  Spirit — he 
should  "be  filled  with  the  Spirit"  (Eph.  5:18).  One  who 
ha.T  salvation  should  also  have  power  (John  10:10).  From 


the  pierced  side  of  the  Crucified  Saviour  flowed  blo^Kl  for 
atonement,  and  water  for  the  fulineHS  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
(John    \'.)::'A). 

'I'he  (xreat  Commi.sHion  commands  every  ChriKtian  to 
win  souls  (Matt.  28:18-20;.  ITiis  Great  Commission  was 
to  be  given  afresh  to  every  new  convert  (Matt.  28:20a). 
Whoever  follows  Jesus  as  he  should  will  become  a  winner 
of  souls  (Matt.  4:19).  To  abide  in  Christ  means  to  bear 
"much  fruit"  (John  15:5).  To  be  spiritually  wise  is  to 
win  souls  (Prov.  11:30).  The  Master's  reward  will  be 
given  to  soul  winners  (Daniel  12:3).  God  gave  His  Son 
"to  save  sinners"  (1  Tim.  1:15).  The  joy  in  heaven  is 
over  the  salvation  of  the  lost  (Luke  15:7;.  Barnabas  won 
many  souls  because  he  was  "a  good  man,  and  full  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  and  of  faith"  (Acts  11:24). 

Jesus  taught  that  the  heavenly  Father  uill  "give  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  them  that  ask  Him"  (Luke  11:13).  "Them" 
means  anybody  who  will  meet  the  requirements  for  re- 
ceiving the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost"  (Acts  2:38,  39). 
Luke  11:5-10  is  the  picture  of  a  Christian  earnestly  de- 
siring soul-winning  power.  The  Holy  Spirit  in  fullness 
and  power  is  promised  to  the  obedient  (Acts  5:32).  The 
gift,  baptism,  filling,  anointing,  enduement  and  outpour- 
ing of  the  Spirit  are  synonymous  tenris  (Acts  10:44-47; 
11:15-17).  The  enduement  of  power  for  testimony  was 
poured  out  on  the  apostles  and  the  laity  alike  on  the 
day  of  Pentecost  (Acts  1:13,  14).  "It  is  wicked  and  fool- 
ish to  try  to  do  God's  work  without  God's  power." 
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Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vanator 

Lesson  for  May  24,  1953 

PROBLEMS  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN  CONSCIENCE 

Lesson:  1  Corinthians  8:7-13;  6:18-2^ 

CONSCIENCE!  What  is  conscience?  We  used  to  be 
told  that  "Conscience  is  the  inward  monitor  that 
shows  us  the  difference  bettween  doing  good  and  doing 
evil."  Or  we  might  state  it  thus:  Conscience  is  the  inner 
hand,  which  while  it  remains  on  the  tiller,  our  vessel  is 
guided  into  the  proper  channels  and  avoids  ship%\i-eck 
on  the  rocks  of  immoral  purposes. 

The  common  dictionarj^  definition  of  conscience  is:  "Tlie 
power  or  faculty  in  a  man  which  distinguishes  between 
right  and  wrong  in  conduct  and  character,  and  which  im- 
peratively commands  and  obligates  him  to  do  right  and 
abstain  fi'om  doing  wrong." 

When  we  apply  this  definition  to  our  lesson  thought  we 
immediately  see  that  we  hate  a  study  of  Christian  con- 
duct. It  is  the  applying  of  our  actions  to  the  influence 
such  actions  have  on  others.  That  is  why  this  has  been 
designated  as  the  "Temperance  Lesson''  for  this  quarter. 
For  temperance  goes  far  deeper  than  merely  the  absti- 
nence from  intoxicating  drink,  to  which  phase  of  life  we 
have  been  so  prone  to  delegate  it.  Our  conscience  can 
either  be  a  "good  conscience  or  a  "bad"  conscience.  It  may 
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even  be  a  sad  niixtux-e  of  the  good  and  the  bad.  However, 
it  cannot  too  long  remain  in  that  state,  for  sooner  or 
later  it  seems,  the  bad  usually  takes  over,  unless  there 
is  a  dotinite  Christian  influence  brought  to  bear.  There 
is  a  constant  stx'uggle  for  the  control  of  the  thinking  and 
action  of  the  individual.  Temptation  comes  from  "with- 
out" the  person;  but  the  response,  either  yielding  or  re- 
pelling the  temptation,  comes  from  within  the  person.  In 
this  conscience  plays  a  great  part.  If  it  is  ruled  by  the 
Spirit  of  Christ,  there  can  never  be  any  doubt  of  the  re- 
sponse— it  will  be  the  repelling  of  the  temptation.  How- 
ever, if  one  stops  to  argue  with  conscience  the  lEvil  one 
can  consider  the  battle  already  half  won. 

Now  in  our  lesson  Paul  leaves  no  doubt  in  our  minds 
as  to  the  best  course  of  action.  He  says  in  substance, 
that  he  will  not  do  anything  knowingly  which  will  cause 
a  brother  to  "stumble."  Please  note  that  we  have  said 
•'knowingly,"  for  a  great  deal  of  the  force  of  this  lesson 
hangs  on  that  thought.  In  other  words,  we  are  never  to 
do  those  things  which  another  would  consider  evil  in  the 
presence  of  that  individual,  even  though  to  us  it  is  not 
an  evil.  For  there  are  those  who  wilfully  take  occasion 
to  do  things  they  consider  as  evil,  taking  for  their  ex- 
cuse, "Well,  Brother  .Blank  does  it,  and  he  sets  himself 
up  as  a  Christian;  so  why  should  I  not  do  it,  even  if  I 
feel  it  is  something  I  should  not  do?"  Ah,  there  is  the 
danger  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  field  of  personal  in- 
fluence. 

A  pretty  good  rule  to  follow  in  this  line  is  to  remem- 
ber when  you  have  an  urge  to  do  something  and  your 
mind  begins  to  question  the  advisability  of  the  act — 
"don't  do  it!"  There  is  a  great  deal  of  good  advice  in  the 
old  saying,  "When  in  doubt,  go  slow!" 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Christian  faces,  day 
after  day,  this  problem  of  "conscience"  in  relation  to 
others.  But  the  real  Christian  will  not  "knowingly"  do 
anything  which  will  cause  a  brother  or  a  sister  to  stum- 
ble; rather  he  will  forego  many  of  the  pleasures  he  might 
enjoy  without  hurt  to  himself,  in  order  to  keep  his  broth- 
er's  feet   firmly   planted   on   the   foundation   of  faith. 
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1st,  and  spent  two  weeks  seeking  lost  souls.  From  the 
beginning,  attendance  and  interest  were  both  good.  Rev. 
Byler  had  things  so  well  organized  that  the  meeting  got 
off  to  a  good  start.  Rev.  Ray  Snyder  from  Dayton,  \\as 
the  Song  Leader.  They  made  a  splendid  team,  and  worked 
well  together.  Much  preparation  had  been  done  pievious 
to  the  beginning  of  the  meeting;  one  could  not  help  hut 
feel  the  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  sermons  woie 
powerful,  having  much  force  behind  them,  resulting  in  a 
splendid  meeting.  Rev.  Gardiner  has  won  his  way  into  the 
hearts  of  the  Xew  Lebanon  people.  The  crowds  weie  an 
exception;  most  of  the  time  the  church  was  pretty  well 
filled  up,  with  people  driving  miles  to  get  to  the  meet- 
ings. 

To  date,  18  have  been  baptized  and  received  into  the 
church,  with  more  to  be  baptizr^d  later.  May  we  continue 
to  reap  from   the  good   seed   that  has  been   sown.     The 


meeting  closed  with  an  average  attendance  of  217.  May 
the  Lord  continue  to  bless  the  effoi-t  that  is  being  put 
forth  at  New  Lebanon. 

Rev.  Byler  spent  a  week  after  Easter  in  Burlington, 
Indiana,  holding  Revival  Services  in  our  church  there. 

Easter  Sunday,  in  our  Church,  the  young  people  held 
the  Sunrise  Service.  Attendance  at  Sunday  School  went 
over  the  top  with  392  present.  There  was  also  a  fine  at- 
tendance at  the  Worship  Service,  with  almost  every  seat 
being  filled.  .Both  of  our  Choruses  took  part  in  the  ser- 
vice. An  Easter  Pageant,  "The  Cross  of  Life"  was  given 
in  the  evening. 

The  Sunday  following  lEaster,  we  were  glad  to  wel- 
come Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Byler  and  family,  to  our  ser- 
vices. The  Ashland  College  A  Cappella  Choir  gave  a  con- 
cert at  our  evening  service. 

Pray  for  the  work  at  New  Lebanon,  that  we  may  con- 
tinue to  labor  together,  and  that  His  will  may  be  done. 

— Anna  Cashman,  Cor.  Sec. 

FORT  SCOTT,  KANSAS 

Just  a  few  lines  from  Fort  Scott,  Kansas,  to  let  you 
know  we  are  still  keeping  the  church  work  moving. 

Our  Sunday  School  shows  an  increase  in  attendance. 

Our  Prayer  Meeting  is  well  attended,  and  very  inter- 
ing,  using  the  Prayer  Meeting  Topics  which  appear  in 
THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST.  Ralph  Barnum  is  our 
faithful  leader. 

The  W.  M.  S.  is  faithfully  keeping  their  meetings  in- 
teresting, with  good  attendance. 

We  held  our  election  of  Church  Officers  and  the  results 
wei'e  as  folloM^s: 

Moderator,  Mrs.  Mary  Taylor;  Clerk  and  Ti-easurer, 
Mrs.  L.  S.  Russell;  Financial  Secretary,  Mrs.  Harry 
Ewing;  Sunday  School  Superintendent,  Ralph  Barnum; 
Treasurer,  Mrs.  Earl  Parks. 

We  enjoyed  Brother  C.  C.  Grisso's  meetings  very  much. 
We  solicit  your  prayers  at  His  Throne. 

Mrs.  L.  S.  Russell,  Cor.  Sec. 

711  Eddy  St.,  Fort  Scott,  Kansas. 

FLORA,   INDIANA 

We  would  like  to  report  some  of  the  happenings  around 
Flora. 

The  Laymen,  on  Monday  evening,  April  13th,  gave  a 
F'ather  and  Son  banquet  in  the  church  basement.  Rev. 
Jack  Yarian  was  the  speaker.  We  are  glad  to  report  that 
it  was  ,a  very  enjoyable  evening. 

The  Sistei'hood  girls  had  a  wonderful  meeting  at  their 
District  Rally  Wednesday  evening,  April  8th.  There  were 
sixty  girls  and  sixteen  adults  present.  Mrs.  J.  Milton 
Bowman,  of  Peru,  Indiana,  had  charge  of  the  dedication 
of  the  new  serving  machine  which  the  girls  gave  to  the 
Brethren's  Home.  Mrs.  Inez  Wray,  of  Peru,  gave  the  book 
review,  "The  Head  Hunter's  Bride."  Girls  from  Pei-u, 
Center  Chapel,  Roann,  and  Burlington,  were  present.  The 
program  followed  a  pot-luck  supper  which  was  served  at 
6:00  P.  M. 
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At  our  Business  Meeting,  lield  April  r)th,  wc  gave  our 
Pastor,  Rev.  C.  A.  Stewart,  a  call  for  another  year  begin- 
ning the  first  of  October. 

On  lEaster  Sunday  morning,  \vr   had  an   attendance   of 
two  hundred.  The  beautiful  Easter  lilies  and  other  flow- 
ei's,  which  graced  our  sanctuary,  were  give<^i  by  the  Sun 
day  School  classes. 

Mrs.  L.  D.   Allen,  Cor.   Sec. 
R.  D.  4,  Delphi,  Indiana. 
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FUNDERBURG.  Mrs.  Florence  M.  Keplinger  Funder- 
burg  of  404  W.  Madison  St.,  New  Carlisle,  Ohio,  passed 
from  this  life  to  be  with  her  Lord  and  Master  on  March 
13,  1953,  at  the  age  of  86  years  and  6  days.  She  was  the 
wife  of  Rev.  H.  C.  Funderburg.  She  was  born  in  German 
Township,  March  7,  1867,  a  daughter  of  Allen  and  Rebec- 
ca Keplinger.  She  was  the  youngest  and  last  one  of  a 
family  of  5  children. 

She  was  married  to  Rev.  Funderburg  on  May  6,  1888. 
This  coming  May  6th  would  have  been  their  65th  wedding 
anniversary.  Born  to  this  union  was  2  daughters.  Fairy, 
at  home,  and  Bertha,  who  preceded  her  mother  in  death 
August   1,  1922,  leaving  one  daughter,  Avanelle. 

She  leaves  to  mourn  her  passing,  her  husband,  one 
daughter.  Fairy,  one  grandson,  Burnes  E.,  of  Coral 
Gables,  Florida,  one  granddaughter,  Avanelle,  of  Fair- 
born,  Ohio,  4  great-grandsons,  1  nephew,  and  7  nieces. 

Mrs.  Funderburg  was  a  great  comfort  and  aid  to  Rev. 
Fundei'burg  in  his  work.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Hill- 
crest  Brethren  Church  of  Dayton,  Ohio.  She  was  faithful 
in  attendance  as  long  as  health  permitted.  Her  pastoi', 
the  writer,  conducted  the  services,  assisted  by  Rev.  John 
Gump  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  of  New  Carlisle. 
Burial  was  made  in  New  Carlisle. 

—Percy  C.  Miller. 


FUSS.  Thomas  Fuss,  son  of  Henry  and  Jane  Edna 
Fuss,  was  born  at  Union  Bridge,  Maryland,  November 
29,  1887,  and  passed  away  April  4,  1953,  at  the  age  of 
66  years.  Mr.  Fuss  spent  his  entire  life  in  the  Linwood 
Maryland,  vicinity.  He  was  married  to*  Violet  Koons  in 
1916.  Due  to  a  crippling  accident,  Mr.  Fuss  was  a  semi- 
invalid  for  some  sixteen  years,  being  bed-ridden  for  quite 
some  time  immediately  prior  to  his  death.  At  the  last 
his  mind  became  affected  and  it  was  necessary  to  put 
him  into  a  hospital  which  treated  such  cases.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  at  the  home  on  April  6th,  in 
charge  of  the  undersigned. 

— Dyoll   Belote. 

MUNHOLLEN.  A  tragic  accident  occurred  to  David 
Lee  Munhollen,  son  of  Brother  and  Sister  Herbert  Mun- 
hollen  of  Mulvane,  Kansas,  on  Monday  afternoon,  April 
13th.  He  died  early  Tuesday  morning  in  the  St.  Joseph 
hospital  of  Wichita,  as  the  result  of  severe  burns  suf- 
fered  by  the  accident  while  at    work    in    Mulvane    high 


school  vocational  agricultural  shop  cutting  a  grader  blade 
with  an  acetylene  torch.  Some  Hparks  from  the  cuttingK 
hit  his  coveralls,  which  were  rather  greasy,  and  the 
flames  soon  enveloped  his  entire  body. 

The  deceased  was  born  July  20,  1936,  at  HutchiaHon, 
Kansas,  and  departed  this  life,  April  14,  1953,  aged  16 
years,  8  months,  24  days. 

In  January  1952,  he  became  a  member  of  the  Mulvanf 
Brethren  by  confession  of  Christ,  and  Christian  baptism. 
He  faithfully  attended  all  the  sei'vices  of  God's  House. 

'line  funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the  undersigned 
in  the  Methodist  church  where  there  was  a  larger  seat- 
ing capacity  than  the  Brethren  church.  The  high  school 
classes  were  dismissed  at  noon  in  order  that  the  teachers 
and  students  could  attend  the  funeral.  The  house,  filled 
to  capacity,  manifested  the  high  esteem  that  church  and 
the  community  had  for  David. 

He  is  survived  by  his  parents  and  two  sisters,  Martha 
and  M,arilyn  at  home.  Interment  in  the  Mulvane  ceme- 
tery. 

J.  F.  Burton. 


This 


n 


That 


It  may  be  a  little  early  to  talk  about  General  Confer- 
ence, but  we  can  say  that  the  prevailing  time  in  Ashland 
this  summer  is  Eastern  Standard  Time,  If  you  will  mark 
this  down  in  your  memory  book,  it  will  save  you  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  questioning  as  Conference  time  draws 
near.  For  Ashland,  the  time  question  was  solved  by  the 
voters,  last  fall. 

*  *     * 

The  Sunday  after  Easter,  the  Editor  was  guest  speaker 
in  the  new  Wayne  Heights  Brethi'en  Church,  at  Wayiies- 
boro,  Pennsylvania.  It  was  a  joy  to  worship  with  Brother 
N.  Victor  Leatherman,  and  the  good  people  of  Wayne 
Heights  in  their  lovely,  commodious  and  well  planned  edi- 
fice, which  by  the  time  you  read  this,  will  have  been 
dedicated. 

*  *     * 

On  this  same  trip,  we  were  privileged  to  visit  for  a 
few  minutes  with  Brother  James  E.  Aiilt,  Pastor  of  our 
Hagerstown,  Maryland  Church.  Likewise,  we  spent  some 
time  in  St.  James,  Maryland,  viewing  the  remodelling 
work  taking  place  in  the  Church,  under  the  direction  of 
Brother  Freeman  Ankrum,  Pastor.  The  new  basement  and 
its  appointments,  together  with  further  well  planned  im- 
provements, will  make  of  this  church  house,  an  outstand- 
ing, beautiful  place  for  Christians  to  worship  and  fellow- 
ship together, 

*  *     * 

It  is  soon  time  to  think  about  Disti'ict  Conferences,  We 
hope,  in  an  early  issue  to  list  the  Dates  and  Places  of  the 
various  District  Conferences. 

*  *     * 

We  urge  you  to  keep  the  weekly  bulletins  and  news 
reports  coming  to  our  office.  People  like  to  know  what 
you  are  doing,  so  continue  faithful  in  sending  in  the 
news. 

*Bye  for  now. 

W.  S.  B.  Editor. 
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MILK  MUGS 
WITH  TABLE  GRACES 

These  attractive  little  white  mugs 
are  designed  especially  for  children. 
The  interesting  colorful  decorations 
are  in  harmony  with  the  verses  they 
illustrate.  Entire  design  and  word- 
ing permanently  processed  into  the 
mug.  Will  not  wash  or  scrape  off. 
Practical,  appealing  and  valuable  to 
teach  table  prayers  of  thankfulness. 
Just  the  thing  for  the  little  folks. 
Four  different  graces  and  designs 
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tive gift  box.  Price  per  set  of  two 
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23G1  set — God  is  great,  God  is  good 
We  thank  Him  for  our  food. 

Thank   you   for  the  birds  that 

sing, 
Thank  you,  God,  for  everything. 

23(i3  set— Lord,    T    thank    Thee    for 
today, 
P''or   my    food,    my     work,    and 
play. 

Thank  you   for  the  things    we 

eat, 
Thank   you    for   the    earth    so 

sweet. 

Please  add  20c  for  mailing  costs. 
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REV.  VIRGIL  E.  MEYER,  Moderator 


OHIO  DISTRICT: 

JUNE  18TH— 21ST 


GRATIS,  OHIO 

REV.  SMITH  F.  ROSE,  Moderator 


SOUTHEASTERN  DISTRICT: 

JUNE  23RD— 25TH         HAGERSTOWN.  MARYLAND 

REV.  JOHN  F.  LOCKE,  Moderator 

PENNSYLVANIA  DISTRICT: 

JULY  20TH— 23RD         VINCO.  PENNSYLVANIA 

FLOYD  S.  BENSHOFF.  Moderator 
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Items  of  general  Interest 


ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  Brother  Freeman  Ankrum, 
on  Mother's  Day,  brought  a  special  message  to  the 
4  H  Girls  who  attended  the  St.  James  Morning  Worship 
Sen'ice,  in  a  body,  it  being  "4  H  Go  To  Church  Sunday." 
The  girls  also  participated  in  the  service. 

HAGERSTOWN,  MARYLAND.  The  Berean  Sunday 
School  Class  recently  raised  over  $200.00  for  the  support 
of  the  Hagerstown  church's  missionary,  Mrs.  Jean  Heck 
Shank. 

WAYNESBORO,  PENNA.  WAYNE  HEIGHTS.  .Brother 
John  F.  Locke,  Pastor  of  the  Bethlehem  and  Mt.  Olive, 
Virginia,  Brethren  Churches,  conducted  special  meetings 
in  the  Wayne  Heights  Church  the  week  following  the 
dedication  of  the  new  church  on  May  3rd. 

CAMERON,  W.  VA.  Brother  Robert  G.  Holsinger 
brought  the  sermon  at  the  Baccalaureate  Service  in  Cam- 
eron, on  -May  10th. 

NEW  LEBANON,  OHIO.  Brother  John  T.  Byler  notes 
a  definite  increase  in  interest  and  attendance  at  their 
Mid-Week  Bible  Study  hour  recently. 

The  New  Lebanon  Laymen  served  the  Mother-Daughter 
Banquet  on  May  12th.  (Here  is  a  good  suggestion  for 
other  churches  to  try — Ed.) 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  In  last  week's  EVANGELIST  we  re- 
ported from  .Brother  William  S.  Crick's  bulletin  that  the 
next  Miami  Valley  Brethren  Youth  Rally  was  scheduled  for 


Jime  21st.  In  his  bulletin  this  week  he  makes  a  correc- 
tion, stating  that  the  date  is  June  7th — which  isn't  very 
long  from  now.  The  place  is  the  same — Gretna  Brethren 
Church. 

PERU,   INDIANA.   Merrill   King,   of  the   Gideon's   Or 
ganization,    presented    the    message    at     the     April     2r)th 
morning  service. 

Brother  Milton  M.  Bowman  has  a  part  in  his  worship 
service  known  as  "Expressional  Activity,"  which,  we 
gather,  is  a  form  of  giving  members  of  the  church  not 
ordinarily  active  in  the  worship  service  an  opportunity 
to  take  part.  On  recent  Sundays,  a  quartet,  which  in- 
cluded the  Pastor,  sang;  and  the  Children's  Department 
presented   Scripture,  choruses  and  a  special  number. 

NAPPANEE,  INDIANA.  Brother  Virgil  lE.  Meyer  re- 
ports the  attendance  at  their  recent  Father  and  Son  Ban- 
quet as  ninety-five.  He  says  that  the  Mother-Daughter 
.Banquet  was  likewise  well  attended. 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  Mrs.  M.  A.  Stuckey,  of  South 
Bend,  Indiana,  was  the  guest  speaker  at  the  Goshen 
Mother-Daughter  Banquet  held  on  May  7th  in  the  church. 

The  Sisterhood  girls  had  charge  of  the  Sunday  eve- 
ning sei'vice  on  May  3rd,  presenting  musical  numbers  and 
a  Missionary  Playlet  entitled,  "The  After-Meeting."  The 
offering  went  toward  the  S.  M.  M.  project. 

On  May  27th,  the  church  will  hold  a  "Family  Friend- 
ship eve,"  sponsored  by  the  Sunday  School,  with  each 
Class  presenting  some  part  of  the  program. 

OAKVILLE,  INDIANA.  Mrs.  Theresa  Hoover,  oldest 
member  of  the  Oakville  Church  was  honored  at  a  dinner 
recently,  it  being  her  9,1st  birthday  on  May  1st.  She  is 
the  grandmother  of  Rev.  Robert  Holsinger,  Pastor  of  the 
Cameron-Quiet  Dell  Brethren  Churches. 


i 


LANARK,  ILLINOIS.  Brother  J.  D.  Hamel  has  ac- 
cepted a  unanimous  call  to  serve  the  Lanark  pastorate 
another  year. 

Spring  Communion  was  observed  on  May  17th. 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  The  Junior  and  Senior  Sisterhood 
societies  presented  their  public  program  on  Sunday,  May 
17th.  Mrs.  Cecelia  Storm  was  the  guest  speaker  for  the 
service. 

TUCSON,  ARIZONA.  We  quote  from  Brother  Vernon 
D.  Grisso's  bulletin  of  May  3rd,  "The  average  Sunday 
School  attendance  for  the  month  of  April  was  109.  This 
is  the  highest  average  for  a  month's  time  we  have  yet 
attained.  The  real  goal  is  always  'ahead' — keep  pressing." 

SPECIAL:  Brother  Charles  Munson,  National  Brethren 
Youth  Director,  reported  to  the  Editor  that  the  Indiana 
Brethren  Youth  Rally,  held  at  Winona  Lake  on  April  25th, 
resulted  in  an  attendance  of  428.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
Byler,  Missionaries  on  furlough  from  South  America, 
presented  inspirational  messages.  The  Indiana  youth 
raised  nearly  .$1,500.00  of  their  part  toward  their  goal  of 
.$2,000.00  for  the  Brethren  Youth  mission  project  at  Lost 
Creek,  Kentucky. 

SPECIAL:  From  Mrs.  Minnie  Walters,  of  Nappanee, 
Indiana,  the  Publishing  Company  has  received  a  very  nice 
shipment  of  rags,  for  which  we  extend  our  most  grateful 
thanks. 
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/tre   Tou  ^oing   To  district  C:!onfermce? 


ON  THE  FRONT  of  THE  EVANGELIST  this  week 
are  listed  the  Conference  Dates  and  meeting  places 
of  four  of  our  District  Conferences.  (The  other  Districts 
hold    their    conferences    at    other    seasons    of    the    year.) 

If  you  live  in  Indiana,  Michigan,  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Vir- 
ginia, West  Virginia,  Washington,  D.  C,  Maryland,  Del- 
aware, New  Jersey  or  Pennsylvania,  you,  as  a  .Brethren, 
are  personally  called  by  our  words,  to  attend  your  Dis- 
trict Conference. 

There  are  reasons  why  we  think  that  there  should  be 
a  large  attendance  of  the  Brethren  at  our  District  Con- 
ferences. A  lai'ge  attendance  keeps  the  business  of  the 
church  in  the  hands  of  a  greater  number  of  church 
members.  Too  often  we  have  left  the  affairs  of  the 
Church  in  the  hands  of  a  few.  Too  often,  these  few  have 
been  the  same  few  to  attend  Conference  year  .after  year. 
If  there  has  been  a  lack  of  interest  in  getting  many  to 
go,  then  it  is  time  to  create  a  larger  interest  so  that 
more  and  more  of  our  people  will  find  reasons  for  going. 

For  various  reasons,  the  Conferences  should  be  of  in- 
terest to  all.  There  are  the  affairs  of  business;  there's 
the  inspiration  of  the  messages,  there's  the  fellowship  of 
other  Brethren. 

No  amount  of  "reports"  on  the  Sunday  following  Con- 
ference can  make  up  for  what  we  miss  by  not  attending. 

THE  BUSINESS  END 

From  the  Business  end,  it  is  a  wise  policy  for  as  many 
members  as  possible  to  attend  Conference.  Plans,  pro- 
jects, goals,  and  policies  of  operation  and  advancement 
are  too  often  the  treasure  of  a  few,  whereas  they  should 
be  common  knowledge  of  the  whole  ghurch.  We  would 
have  better  church  government  and  a  more  united  work- 
ing church  if  a  greater  percentage  of  our  members  at- 
tended these  Conferences.  We  feel,  too,  that  there  would 
be  far  less  cause  for  complaint  on  the  part  of  local 
church  members  if  they  were  to  attend  the  Conferences 
in  greater  numbers. 

THE  INSPIRATIONAL  END 

From  the  Inspirational  end,  it  is  a  blessing  to  attend 
Conference.  The  men  and  the  women  who  speak  spend 
much  time,  effort  and  prayer  on  their  messages.  It  takes 
absolutely  no  more  energy  to  deliver  a  message  to  a  full 
house  as  to  a  "one  per  pew"  attendance.  In  fact,  a  large 
attendance  inspires  a  speaker  to  do  a  better  job  than 
otherwise.  Too,  the  more  of  our  people  who  hear  these 
messages,  the  more  of  our  people  who  will  return  to  the 


local  church  refreshed,  blessed  and  inspired  to  live  morf- 
Christian  and  to  work  a  little  harder  in  the  work  of  thf 
Church. 

THE  FELLOWSHIP  END 

From  the  Fellowship  end.  Conferences  have  no  limit. 
Ours  is  a  blessed  fellowship,  as  Brethren.  WTiether  we 
have  thought  of  it  or  not,  or  whether  we  value  it  or  not, 
because  of  our  size  as  a  Denomination,  more  people  know 
more  people  in  the  church  than  would  be  the  case  in  a 
much  larger  denomination. 

It  is  this  factor  of  fellowship  in  our  Denomination 
which  makes  attendance  at  the  Conferences  such  a  "looked 
fonvard  to  thing"  for  so  many  of  the  Brethren.  Every 
time  the  Brethren  get  together  they  get  to  know  each 
other  a  little  better.  This  is  Christian  fellowship,  and  it 
pays  great  dividends  in  the  progress  of  the  Church.  Let 
us  guard  our  precious  fellowship  by  our  attendance  at 
our  Conferences. 

Far  too  often,  our  Conferences  have  been  "Delegated'" 
conferences,  in  which  the  greater  percentage  of  those 
present  are  the  delegates  and  the  Pastors.  True,  a  church 
is  limited  as  to  the  number  of  delegates,  but  never  as  to 
the  number  of  members  who  may  attend.  We  present  the 
challenge  for  1953  of  making  our  Conferences  "member- 
attended"  rather  than  just  "delegate-attended."  Our  Con- 
ferences will  grow  more  meaningful  and  ^^ill  accomplish 
a  greater  purpose  when  the  members,  over  and  above  the 
"quota"  of  delegates,  attend  them  in  ever  increasing 
numbers. 

DENOMINATIONALLY  SPEAKING 

We  have  seen  too  much  the  picture  of  local  members 
who  have  never  been  to  a  District  Rally,  Conference,  etc. 
Their  view  and  perspective  of  the  work  of  the  church  is 
limited  literally  to  the  end  of  their  nose — that  which 
they  can  see  right  in  their  o\\'n  church.  Giving,  interest 
and  progress  is  encircled  by  the  iron  curtain  of  "all  for 
self,"  as  they  can  see  church  needs  only  as  they  relate  to 
their  o\\'n  small  corner.  Yet  the  fact  remains  that  were 
it  not  for  the  Denominational  scope,  there  would  be  no 
local  scope. 

A  local  church  could  not  support  a  mission  program,  a 
minister's  training  school,  or  a  publishing  house.  But  all 
of  the  local  churches,  raising  their  sights  to  the  District 
and  National  level,  can  work  together  to  accomplish  these 
things.  We  have  little  patience  with  the  church  member 
(Continued  on  Page  10) 
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-••-'COME  OUTSIDE  WITH  ME.  I  want  to  show  you 
something,"  said  the  speaker  to  the  wTiter.  The  spokes- 
man was  in  his  early  eighties.  The  place  was  Markels- 
burg,  Pennsylvania.  The  Post  Office  was  James  Creek. 
The  location  was  some  eleven  miles  south  of  Huntington, 
Pennsylvania.  The  home  occupied  by  the  speaker  was  one 
that  he  had  o^^-ned  for  many  years.  The  speaker  was 
Frank  Brumbaugh.  He,  a  younger  brother  of  the  late 
Governor  Mai-tin  Grove  Brumbaugh,  was  the  genial  host 
to  the  writer.  When  he  learned  of  our  historical  interest 
in  things  Brethren  and  our  common  heritage,  he  was 
grealy  pleased  and  willing  to  supply  all  information  pos- 
sible. "There  on  the  north  side  of  the  house  was  a  small 
lean-to.  Here  I  saw  the  first  type  set  for  the  PRIMITIVE 
CHRISTIAN,  and  as  a  small  boy  ran  errands  for  them.  It 
was  in  the  last  days  of  1869  when  the  preparation  was 
made  for  the  paper's  issue."  The  first  issue  was  under 
the  date  of  January  1,  1870.  It  should  be  s.aid  in  the  fol- 
lowing connection  that  the  room  is  no  longer  there  fol- 
lowing the  remodeling  of  the  house. 

The  aged  man  had  lost  his  wife  not  many  months  be- 
fore and  was  living  all  alone  in  the  large  house  with  its 
valuable  possessions  and  his  rich  memories.  Though  he 
had  relatives  and  friends  in  the  village  who  aided  him, 
he  prefeiTed  to  live  by  himself  taking  his  meals  out.  Rare 
books  and  papers  collected  over  the  years  were  shown  the 
writer.  "When  I  am  gone  these  are  to  go  to  the  Library 
of  Juniata  College,"  he  said.  One  of  the  pictures  on  the 
wall  in  which  he  seemed  to  take  great  pride  was  that  of 
a  bearded  man,  standing  under  the  overhang  of  a  bank 
bam  with  a  flock  of  sheep  around  him.  "What  kind  of 
a  person  does  that  look  like  to  you?"  he  asked.  "Is  there 
not  strength  of  character  there?"  In  studying  the  strong 
Pennsylvania  Dutch  face  there  was  no  dissenting  from 
the  spoken  statement  of  the  host.  This  was  a  picture, 
pastoral,  for  they  were  farmers,  of  the  father  of  Gover- 
nor M.  G.  and  his  brother,  Frank,  my  host. 

Frank  spoke  of  his  prominent  brother  with  great  pride, 
but  called  him  M.  G.  "Where  is  he  buried?"  I  asked.  "Out 
in  the  Brumbaugh  Cemetery  a  few  miles  from  here,"  was 
the  answer.  "Will  you  show  me  his  grave?"  he  was  asked. 
This  he  vei-y  kindly  agreed  to  do.  With  him  as  my  guide 
we  wended  our  way  a  few  miles  to  the  north  cast  to  a 
modest  sized  Cemetery  where  the  flag  was  flying  over 
the  grave  of  Pennsylvania's  First  World  War  Governor. 
We  stood  respectfully  before  the  grave  of  my  friend's 
brother.  Upon  the  simple  monument  was  engraved  the 
following: 


MARTIN  GROVE  BRUMBAUGH 

April  15,  1862     March  14,  1930 

EDUCATOR 

STATESMAN 

GOVERNOR  of  this  Commonwealth, 

Naturally  much  of  our  conversation  was  centered 
around  M.  G.  as  his  brother  Frank  affectionately  spoke 
of  him.  As  we  drove  along  we  were  asked  to  stop  and 
look  to  the  right  to  a  long  field.  "Notice  that  field,"  said 
my  host,  "When  M.  G.  and  I  were  boys  we  had  been  sent 
by  our  father  to  replant  com  in  this  field.  We  carried  our^ 
corn  in  splint  baskets  which  we  dropped  where  needed, 
It  had  been  a  inile  that  we  had  to  finish  planting  the  coi 
in  the  baskets  before  we  were  allowed  to  come  home  atl 
the  close  of  the  day.  The  day  had  been  seemingly  long. 
The  sun  had  gone  down  behind  the  mountain.  We  werej 
tired.  M.  G.  said  to  me  'it  is  getting  late  and  there  is  con- 
siderable corn  left,  let  us  make  a  hole  and  put  it  all  inj 
one  place.'  This  we  did  and  then  went  on  home.  Nothing' 
was  said  to  our  father  as  to  what  we  had  done,  but  he 
was  suspicious.  He  never  said  much  to  us  in  criticism  at 
any  time.  Later  when  the  com  came  up  in  the  field  the 
result  of  our  planting  became  evident.  Father  said  to  us, 
'Boys  I  see  you  have  made  a  center  stock.'  " 

It  is  not  the  intent  of  this  article  to  elaborate  upon 
the  one  whose  grave  we  had  just  visited,  but  rather  to 
speak  of  two  other  relatives,  who  were  also  brothers. 
They  were  possessed  of  the  same  name,  .Brumbaugh. 
These  were  two  men  who  had  been  so  much  interested 
in  spite  of  intense  opposition  in  placing  before  the  Breth- 
ren printed  literature.  These  two  men  were  Henry  Boyer 
Brumbaugh,  who  was  born  in  Perm  Township,  Huntingdon 
County,  Pennsylvania,  April  1,  1836.  The  other  brother 
was  John  Boyer  Brumbaugh,  a  younger  brother  who  was 
born  on  a  fa^rm  four  miles  south  of  Grafton,  Huntingdon 
County,  Pennsylvania,  March  14,  1848.  The  father  of  these 
two  boys  was  a  fanner.  Minister  and  Deacon  in  the  James 
Creek  Brethren  Church,  or  German  Baptist  as  it  was 
called  in  those  days.  His  name  was  John.  Henry  and  his 
brother,  John,  grew  up  on  the  home  farm.  Their  boyhood 
was  no  different  from  any  boy  in  the  pioneer  Pennsyl- 
vania German  home.  Plenty  of  work,  and  little  time  for 
fishing  in  the  beautiful  Juniata  river  which  flowed  near- 
by. 

Henry  was  ambitious  and  desired  an  education.  He 
made  the  most  of  the  schools  of  that  day  which  of  course 
for  him  were  the  country  schools.  After  getting  what  he 
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could  from  the  local  schools  he  went  to  WilliainHbur;< 
Academy  and  Cassville  Seminary.  Returning  to  his  native 
County  he  taught  school  for  a  few  terms.  He  had  a  Large 
part  in  the  formative  period  of  Juniata  College,  at  Hunt- 
ingdon, and  even  though  he  was  a  Trustee  from  the  time 
of  its  founding,  he  later  in  life  entered  the  College, 
studying  Greek  and  other  subjects,  also  teaching  liible. 
He  was  honored  in  being  elected  President  of  Juniata  in 
1886,  an  office  which  he  held  until  1893.  M.  G.  Brum- 
baugh was  President  of  Juniata  at  the  time  of  his  sudden 
death  in  1930. 

We  find  this  well  written  description  and  able  depiction 
of  the  labors  of  this  man  recorded  in  the  History  of  the 
Middle  District  of  Pennsylvania:  January  1,  1870,  he  and 
his  brother,  John  B.  issued  the  first  number  of  the  PIL- 
GRIM from  the  James  Creek  Post  office.  In  December 
1873,  they  moved  the  publication  office  to  Huntingdon. 
On  January  7,  1876,  with  John  B.  Brumbaugh,  they  be- 
gan the  publication  of  the  YOUNG  DISCIPLE,  and  con- 
tinued it  until  1880,  when  it  was  consolidated  with  OUR 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL,  published  by  Solomon  Z.  Sharp.  In 
1881  the  YOUNG  DISCIPLE  was  renewed  and  continued 
at  Huntingdon.  These  brothers  consolidated  (October  31, 
1876)  the  PILGRIM  with  THE  PRIMITIVE  CHRISTIAN, 
at  the  time  edited  and  published  under  the  firm  name 
Quinter  &  .Brumbaugh  Brothers.  

In  June  1883,  a  consolidation  of  the  PRIMITIVE 
CHRISTIAN  and  THE  BRETHREN  AT  WORK,  at  Mt. 
Moms  (111.)  was  effected,  and  July  3rd,  the  first  num- 
ber of  the  GOSPEL  MESSENGER  was  issued,  with  Hen- 
ry B.  Brumbaugh,  eastern  editor,  and  he  continued  in  that 
position  until  his  death.  Besides  his  editorial  work  he 
was  author  of  the  Church  Manual  and  a  book  of  Biblical 
romance  called  ONESIMUS,  1909.  He  was  also  one  of  the 
editors  of  the  Religious  Depai-tment  of  the  Standard 
Dictionary  published  by  Funk  and  Wagnalls." 

When  Henry  B.  Brumbaugh  was  no  longer  ,a  member  of 
the  board  of  Trustees  of  Juniata,  this  was  not  an  end  to 
his  interest  in  the  educational  Institution.  He  was  its 
continual  inspiration  and  help  until  through  old  age  he 
became  incapacitated.  His  life  was  filled  with  m.any  things 
which  were  an  inspiration  to  those  following  him.  On  the 
28th  day  of  June  1919,  his  long  and  busy  life  came  to  an 
end  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years,  two  months  and 
twenty-seven  days.  His  life  long  friend  and  co-laborer, 
William  J.  Swigart,  spoke  on  the  occasion  of  his  funei'al 
and  his  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  Riverview  Cemetery, 
Huntingdon. 

Wliat  about  Henry  Brumbaugh's  younger  brother  who 
was  so  much  interested  in  the  setting  of  the  type  for 
the  first  paper  in  the  lean-to  addition  to  the  dwelling  at 
Marklesburg?  John  Boyer  .Brumbaugh  was  the  baby  of 
the  family  and  was  fourteen  years  younger  than  Heni-y. 
There  too  burned  in  his  bosom  a  desire  for  an  education. 
As  was  the  custom  among  the  early  pioneers  he  had  a 
chance  for  such  as  the  common  schools  had  to  offer. 
What  he  received  there  only  whetted  his  desire  for  a 
higher  education.  In  this  he  met  with  opposition.  Many 
looked  upon  higher  education  as  wrong  and  not  needed. 
The  desire  could  not  be  destroyed  by  antagonism  so  he 
went  to  the  Kishacoquillas  Seminary,  a  few  miles  from 
LewistowTi  in  what  was  known  as  "Big  Valley."  After  so- 
journing her^  for  a  time  he  went  to  Millersville  Normal, 
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U>  Shippensburg  Normal  and  then  to  Crozer  Theolojficai 
seminary.  For  a  young  man  of  his  day  h^;  had  r<:a.Uy  t^on': 
a  long  way.  In  hi.s  early  lif^  he  made  hiw  living  on  tbfc 
farm,  taking  up  the  Printing  buHiness  later  finally  giv- 
ing much  of  his  time  to  Editorial  work  and  preaching. 

John  Brumbaugh  united  with  the  German  Baptist 
Church  in  the  James  Creek  Congregation  in  1865,  and  the 
rite  of  baptism  was  administered  to  hirn  by  hi-s  brother 
George  Boyer  .Brumbaugh.  His  ordination  to  the  Ministry 
took  place  in  1897.  He  served  as  pastor  of  a  number  of 
churches  among  which  was  the  church  at  Huntingdon, 
Pennsylvania,  from  1903  until  1910.  It  may  be  said  that 
perhaps  he  rendei-ed  the  greatest  sei-vice  in  his  editorial 
woi-k  in  which  he  developed  sentiment  in  favor  of  church 
publications  when  there  was  a  strong  opposing  current. 

He  was  called  to  Mt.  Morris,  Illinois  and  occupied  the 
chair  of  the  office  editor  of  the  GOSPEL  MESSENGER 
during  the  time  that  Daniel  L.  Miller  was  abroad  on  one 
of  his  trips.  For  many  years  he  was  associate  editor  of 
this  periodical. 

He,  like  his  brother  Henry  was  interested  in  the  found- 
ing of  new  institutions  of  higher  learning  and  had  a  ver>' 
active  part  in  the  founding  of  Juniata  College.  This  was 
done  through  the  developing  of  the  Normal  which  had 
been  established  by  Jacob  Zuck.  John  B.  Brumbaugh  was 
as  some  one  said,  "the  unseen  footing  of  the  foundation 
so  essential  to  the  great  supersti-ucture  in  every  free  en- 
terprise." He  served  as  a  trustee  until  the  time  of  his 
death  and  was  a  special  supporter  of  the  Bible  Depart- 
ment. When  invalidated  by  illness  his  faithful  wife 
pushed  him  in  a  wheel  chair  to  the  ti-ustee  meetings.  In 
many  conventions  and  meetings,  his  chair  with  him  in  it. 
was  a  familiar  sight  in  many  an  aisle.  To  the  many  words 
of  cheer  given  him  he  always  repaid  with  a  smile. 

On  June  11,  1922  the  hand  of  God  freed  him  from  his 
suffering  and  took  him  to  the  place  where  he  had  no 
need  of  his  wheel  chair.  His  body  was  brought  back  to 
the  community  where  he  had  spent  so  much  of  his  time 
and  laid  to  rest  in  Valley  View  Cemeteiy,  at  James 
Creek.  Thus  the  two  brothers  who  in  the  ^^llage  of  Mar- 
kelsburg  so  many  years  before  had  pioneered  in  launch- 
ing that  which  has  grown  to  great  pixjportions,  were  both 
gathered  to  their  revered  fathers. 

John  Brumbaugh  had  a  tower  of  strength  in  his  Godly 
wife  who  before  theii-  marriage  was  Eleanor  Swigart. 
Their  home  was  not  blessed  by  any  children  but  was  al- 
ways open  to  the  needy.  It  had  not  been  established  long 
until  it  received  Jacob  M.  Zuck  into  it  in  those  fomiative 
days  when  no  salary  was  paid  in  the  early  days  when  the 
Normal  was  being  founded.  This,  as  previously  stated  be- 
came that  which  is  now  Juniata  College.  Following  the 
passing  of  her  husband  she  spent  her  time  in  her  modest 
home  cheering  and  doing  for  others  while  waiting  to  go 
home. 

As  Frank  .Brumbaugh  and  the  writer  drove  down  from 
the  Cemetery  where  the  body  of  M.  G.,  the  Governor  was 
resting,  he  said,  "Do  you  see  that  knoll  over  there?  That 
is  the  place  that  M.  G.  had  picked  here  in  his  boyhood 
community  to  build  his  home  when  he  retired  from  the 
Presidency  at  Juniata.  He  was  going  to  just  write.  There 
by  old  Tussey  Mountain  he  was  going  to  spend  his  last 
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days.  His  sudden  death  at  Pinohin-»t,  North  Carolina, 
ended  all  that."  In  passing  it  should  be  stated  that  he 
was  an  Oi-dained  Elder  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethi-en. 
His  sudden  death  changed  many  plans.  Not  only  for  him- 
self but  for  othei-s.  Tlie  writer  had  never  met  him  per- 
sonally but  had  been  in  touch  with  him  by  correspondence 
in  preparation  for  the  book  ALEXANDER  MACK,  THE 
TUNKER  AND  DESCENDANTS. 

The  writer  visited  the  aged  brother  of  the  Governor 
several  times  while  teaching  Brethren  History  at  the 
Brethren  Young  Peoples  Camp  at  Juniata.  Each  visit  was 
figuratively  a  gold  mine  of  information  and  inspiration, 
yet   singed  with  a  certain  amount  of  sadness.  The  aged 


bi-otlier  was  so  much  interested  in  his  family  that  at  that 
time  he  had  neglected  one  of  the  greatest!  choices  a  man 
or  woman  could  make,  that  which  pertained  to  his  Eter- 
nal Home.  He  has  gone  now,  and  his  body  i-ests  in  the 
same  Cemetery  as  his  brother,  the  Governor  and  other 
relatives.  The  two  Brumbaugh  brothers  who  launched  in 
faith  the  paper  which  he  saw  set  up  have  also  departed 
but  their  works  which  are  mighty,  as  the  Gospel  is  spread 
through  the  printed  word,  do  follow  them.  Surely  the 
larger  the  tasks  the  larger  the  man  or  men  required  to 
conquer  them.  Yes!  There  were  spiritual  giants  in  those 
days. 

— St.  James,  Maryland. 
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CHRISTIAN    EDUCATION 


Reu.  William  D,  Keeling 


(This  article,  by  Brother  Keeling,  tells  of  an  experience 
in  his  Church  at  Masontown,  Penna,,  where  the  Sunday 
School  Hour  follows  the  Worship  Service. — W.  S.  B.) 
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THE  DAY  WAS  COLD.  There  was  a  light 
snow  falhng.  As  the  people  assembled  them- 
selves in  the  pews;  the  doxology  was  sung;  the 
prayer  was  offered,  and  the  sermon  began.  Fi- 
nally, the  benediction  was  given,  and  some  of  the 
people  went  to  Sunday  School.  Some  of  them, 
however,  went  home.  One  brother,  a  man  who 
had  spent  quite  some  time  on  his  lesson,  re- 
marked, "Well,  it  looks  like  we  will  break  our 
record  low  today  I  A  little  snow  does  not  seem  to 
stop  them  when  they  want  to  go  to  anything  else. 
I  wonder  just  why  it  is  that  they  won't  come  out 
for  Church,  and  when  they  do  come  out,  they  go 
before  Sunday  School  begins."  No  doubt  that  this 
brother  asked  the  same  question  that  had  been 
asked  ten  million  times  before.  No  doubt  his  con- 
clusion was  just  as  vague  as  it  had  been  almost 
ten  million  times  before.  There  is  a  reason 
though.  It  is  a  very,  veiy  simple  reason. 

It  has  been  said,  and  no  doubt  it  is  true,  that 
one  must  be  careful  of  simple  solutions  to  any 
problem.  However,  one  of  the  greatest  plagues  of 
this  age  is  the  fact  that  for  the  sake  of  novelty, 
things  get  somewhat  complicated  in  the  process 
of  avoiding  an  appearance  of  simplicity.  Hardly 
anyone  wants  to  be  known  as  a  person  who  has 
an  easily  understood  philosophy  or  simple  out- 
look on  life.  The  Lord  said  on  one  occasion 
though,  "Hear  and  Understand."  Matt.  15:10.  In 
other  words,  is  is  necessary  for  us  to  go  to  the 


opposite  of  complexity  so  that  we  might  under- 
stand our  own  basic  philosophy,  and  further  than 
that,  we  must  present  it  in  such  ways  that  others 
will  understand  what  we  are  saying. 

Getting  back  to  the  problem,  let  it  be  said  that 
the  reason  underlying  the  lack  of  interest  in  Sun- 
day school  is  this:  People  do  not,  on  the  whole, 
realize  the  purpose  of  this  vitally  important  in- 
stitution. Let  us  repeat  for  purposes  of  clarity,  it 
is  a  lack  of  u,ndei"standing  the  PURPOSE  of  the 
Sunday  school  that  has  caused  the  deplorable  lack 
of  interest.  You  will  notice  that  the  word  pur- 
pose is  singular,  and  not  plural.  It  is  the  writer's 
contention  that  there  is  but  one  purpose.  You 
may  ask,  "What  then  is  that  one  purpose."  Put- 
ting the  answer  bluntly,  it  is  this.  "The  purpose 
of  the  Sunday  School  is  to  give  Glory  and  Honor 
to  God,  and  to  present  His  Son  as  the  Saviour  of 
a  lost  and  dying  humanity." 

You  and  I  know  that  the  small  church  operat- 
ing on  a  five-ten  or  even  fifteen  thousand  dollar 
a  year  budget  cannot  compete  with  the  public 
schools  and  their  tremendously  large  budgets.  We 
do  not  have  the  plants,  we  do  not  have  the  teach- 
ers, we  do  not  have  such  a  large  curricula.  We  do 
have  something  though  that  is  far  better.  We 
have  a  Book.  Let  it  be  quickly  understood  that  we 
do  not  worship  the  Book,  but  that  we  worship  the 
message  it  contains.  This  Book  is  the  Inspired, 
Infallible  Word  of  God.  It  contains  a  vital  Mes- 
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sage;  a  message  so  important  that  it  places  the 
church  and  the  Sunday  School  as  high  above  the 
secular  educational  institutions  as  the  heavens  are 
above  the  earth. 

We  do  not  disparage  natural,  medical,  or  social 
science.  All  of  these  are  needed  to  help  us  live 
happy,  healthy,  knowing  lives.  However,  there  is 
an  aspect  of  human  existence  that  oftentimes  is 
overlooked.  That  important  feature  of  our  being 
is  our  souls  or  our  spiritual  reality.  Whereas  we 
see  our  physical,  and  lavish  upon  it  every  consid- 
eration, we  do  not  see  the  soul  and  forthwith  for- 
get th'8  most  astonishingly  important  portion  of 
our  being.  The  message  of  God  which  is  constant- 
ly accurate  says,  "What  does  it  profit  a  man  if  he' 
gains  the  whole  world,  and  loses  his  own  soul?" 
Why  was  the  church  attendance  low?  Why  did 
many  of  those  who  came  to  the  10:00  services  go 
home  before  Sunday  School  started?  As  has  been 
stated,  the  answer  is  simple.  They  have  forgotten 
their  souls.  Sunday  School  was  not  deemed  im- 
portant enough  to  stay.  The  Sunday  dinner, 
newspaper,  drive,  ball  game,  visit,  and  on  to  in- 
finity were  of  more  serious  moment  in  their  lives 
than  their  souls. 

We  cannot  hope  to  compete  with  the  public 
schools  in  many  ways,  but  our  purpose  is  supe- 
rior to  the  purposes  of  all.  We  are  the  guardian 


of  our  souls.  We  boar  the  message  that  Christ 
died  in  our  place  for  our  sins  upon  the  cruel 
cross  of  Calvary.  We  teach  men  that  they  must  be 
born  again.  W<i  pr-ociaim  that  good  works,  a 
morally,  ethically,  perfect  (in  the  sight  of  mero 
life  is  not  good  enough  for  Cod.  We  prove  that 
only  by  accepting  the  Sacrifice  of  Jesus  the  Christ 
can  men  be  born  again.  We  accentuate  the  fact 
that  men  accept  in  faith  alone ;  knowing  that  Cod 
will  cleanse  from  the  darkest  .stain  of  sin.  This 
then,  is  the  message  of  the  Sunday  School  to  sin- 
ners. To  those  who  have  already  made  their 
peace  in  Christ  through  profession,  we  teach  hov. 
to  live  the  life.  The  life  is  this:  that  we  follow 
the  teachings  and  the  examples  of  Christ.  Fur- 
ther, the  Sunday  School  teaches  the  born  again 
Christian  how  to  win  othei's.  These  are  a  few  of 
the  accomplishments  of  the  Sunday  School. 

The  ultimate  answer  to  all  of  the  problems  of 
the  Christian  Sunday  School  is  for  all  to  uncondi- 
tionally surrender  self  to  Him  who  died  to  save 
us,  and  to  be  happy  only  in  seeing  others  accept 
Him  as  their  personal  Saviour.  The  observance  of 
this  solution  to  this  problem  will  see  the  speedy 
disposal  of  all  such  problems.  We  till  the  soil, 
plant  the  seed,  reap  the  harvest,  but  God  and  God 
alone  gives  the  increase ! 

— Masontown,  Penna. 
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What  They  Say  About  Brethren  Youth 


".Brethren  Youth  projects  unite  our  young  people.  When  we  ail  work 
for  the  same  goal,  we  are  draw^^  closer  together— we  are  unified." 

— Jerry  Flora,  member  on  the  National  Brethren  Youth 
Board,   representing   youth   as   their   president. 


"Brethren  Youth  gives  scholarships  to  Ashland  College  for  young 
people  who  serve  during  the  summer.  This  is  an  investment  that  has 
paid  big  dividends  by  developing  a  new  interest  in  youth  missions  and 
spiritual  growth." 

— Margaret   Lowery,   member-at-large  on  the  National 
Brethreji  Youth  Board. 
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Missionary    Department 


MONTHLY  EMPHASIS  ON  MISSIONS 

One  of  the  best  ways  of  bringing  the  missionary  cause 
to  the  attention  of  God's  people  is  through  a  monthly 
presentation  of  some  phase  of  missionary  work  in  the 
Sunday  School. 

We  have  suggested  to  several  of  our  pastors  the  plan 
of  using  the  opening  service  of  the  Sunday  school  the 
first  Sunday  of  each  month  to  give  factual  infornxation 
about  missions.  Our  own  missionaries  and  their  work 
.'hould  find  a  place  in  these  programs  and  the  world- 
wide missionary  work  which  is  being  done  should  be  con- 
sidered. 

There  is  a  wealth  of  material  that  can  be  put  to  use 
by  those  who  are  willing  to  take  a  little  time  to  arrange 
it. 

A.  HERE  ARE  SOME  SUGGESTIONS  ON  WHERE  TO 
FIND  MATERIAL: 

1.  The  Brethren  Evangelist  missionary  page 

2.  The  booklet  "Let's  Visit  Brethren  Missions" 

3.  Brethren  Youth  Magazine 
4-     The  Woman's  Outlook 

5.  Religious  periodicals  of  denominational  and  non-de- 
nominational character 

6.  World  Atlas  and  other  books  describing  countries, 
peoples,  customs,  etc.  (Find  them  in  the  public  li- 
brary) 

7.  The  Holy  Bible  (Last  but  not  least) 

B.  HERE  ARE  SOME  SUGGESTIONS  ON  WHAT  CAN 

BE  USED: 

1.  Experiences   in    the   lives   of   missionaries    (brief) 

2.  Facts  about  countries,  peoples,  customs,  religions, 
etc.,  given  in  brief  form  by  three  or  four  people. 

3.  A  short   (10  minute)  missionary  dialogue  or  skit 

4.  Missionary  hymns  and  choruses 

5.  Brief  (3  minute)  talks  by  three  people  on  three 
different  missionary  scripture  verses 

6.  A  brief  review  of  missionary  work  all  over  the 
world.  Give  facts  and  figures. 


JUNE  BIRTHDAYS  OF  MISSIONARIES 

June  1st     Miss  lEdna  Linsley* 
Ashland  College 
Ashland,  Ohio 

June  24th     Robert  Byler 
1014  Grant  Street 
Ashland,  Ohio 

June  27th     June  Byler 
Arcos  3099  NUNEZ 

Buenos   Aires,   Argentina,   South   America. 
•Missionary  candidate. 
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A  SAMPLE  PROGRAM 

Suggested  Theme:  EVERY  MEMBER  A  MISSIONARY 

Our  missionary  activity  as  a  movement  depends  entire- 
ly upon  the  response  of  individuals.  In  the  great  cause 
of  missions  there  is  something  every  person  can  do.  Just 
as  the  gospel  call  is  universal,  so  is  the  call  universal  for 
workers  to  help  spread  the  gospel. 
Suggested  Songs:  "If  Jesus  Goes  With  Me;    What    the 

World  Needs  Is  Jesus;  O  Zion  Haste." 
A  Plan  to  Folloiw:  (Have  three  people  develop  three  min- 
ute t^lks  from  the  following  paragraph). 

In  the  great  cause  of  missions  there  is  something  every 
person  large  or  small,  young  or  old,  rich  or  poor,  can  do. 
The   great   commission   was   given   by  Jesus,   the   Savior, 
to   every   born   again   Christian.    These   are    three    great 
Scriptural  phrases  which  outline  the  Christian's   respon- 
sibility to  the  lost:  "GIVE  YE  them  to  eat,"  Matt.  14:16; 
"PRAY  YE  therefore  the  Lord  of  harvest,  that  he  will 
send  forth  labourers  into  his  harvest,"  Matt.  9:38;  and, 
"GO  YiE  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  gospel  to  ev- 
ery creature,"  Mark  16:15. 
Special    Music    and    Dialogue:     Choose     an     appropriate 
missionary  song  as  "What  Shall  I  Give  Thee,  Mas- 
ter?" Have  this  song  sung  by  a  trio,  duet,  or  solo- J 
ist.  Intersperse  each  verse  of  this  special  song  with  ~ 
the  following  drill: 

SINGERS:  First  stanza  of  missionary  song. 

READER:   Read  Matt.   14:15-21.   Reader    may    comment 

that  Christ  has  left  to  us  the  task  of  giving  to  the 

world  the  bread  of  life.  A  child  enters  the  platform. 

The  reader  asks  him,  "What  are  you  going  to  do  for 

the  missionaries  this  year?" 

CHILD:  I  cannot  go  to  distant  lands 
Until  some  future  day 
But  I  can  give  an  offering  now 
And  I  can  always  pray. 
(Child  puts  coins  into  missionary  bank). 
SINGERS:  Second  stanza  of  song. 
READER:  Matthew  9:37-38. 
(Enter  a  young  person.) 

READER:  What  can  you  as  a  young  Christian  give  to  the 
Lord  for  missions  ? 

YOUNG  PERSON:  I'll  give  of  my  best  to  the  Master 
I'll  give  of  the  strength  of  my  youth; 
I'll  throw  my  soul's  fresh,  glowing  ardor 

in  to  the  battle  for  truth. 
Jesus  has  set  the  example; 
Dauntless  was  He,  young  and  brave; 
I'll  give  Him  my  loyal  devotion, 
I'll  give  Him  the  best  that  I  have. 

— Adapted. 

READER:   A  young  person  may  pray,  or  give,    or    go; 
whatever  the  Lord  shall  choose. 
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SINGERS:  Third  stanza  of  song. 
READER:  Mark  16:15  and  20. 

(Enter  older  person.) 
READER:  Are  you,  too,  planning  to  do  something  for  the 
missionaries  this  year? 

OLDER  PERSON:  The  mission  fields  call  for  the  strength 
of  youth.  My  young  days  are  past.  But  the  Scripture 
says  "How  shall  they  believe  in  him  of  whom  they 
have  not  heard?  And  how  shall  they  hear  without  a 
preacher?  And  how  shall  they  preach  except  they  be 


BentV"  1  shall  try  to  give  that  they  may  be  jsent.  I 
shall  pray  that  they  may  go  forth  with  power  and 
anointing.  I  shall  try  to  teach  the  young  peopi*;  around 
me  that  in  days  U>  come  they,  too,  may  he  Kent  Uj 
those  who  sit  in  darkness. 

At  the  close  of  this  service  you  may  wish  to  encourage 
people  to  give  more  for  mission.s  in  general  or  for  a 
specific  project.  You  may  want  to  set  a  goal  for  periodic 
giving  or  you  may  want  to  ask  for  pledges,  — Adapted 
from  The  Superintendent's  Assistant. 
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GIfTS    TO    BENEVOLENT    BOARD 


1953 


1952 


No  Gifts  to  Date 


(July  1,  1952  to  Apr.  30,  1953) 

West  Alexandria 

40.00 

40.00 

Year  closes  June  30th, 

*Brush  Valley 

38.50 

16.25 

Two  Months 

yet  to  go. 

Highland 

37.75 

44.79 

*Vandergrift   . 

37.50 

25.00 

1953 

1952 

Valley 

37.50 

39.50 

♦South  Bend 

1531.00 

675.62 

Akron  (Indiana) 

36.00 

54.50 

*Elkhart 

673.35 

574.25 

Corinth 

35.80 

48.85 

*Mansfield 

500.00 

15.00 

Johnstown  First 

34.75 

36.10 

*North  Manchester 

500.00 

35.00 

*Fairhaven 

33.41 

14.28 

*Louisville 

350.12 

260.00 

*Fairview 

33.00 

25.00 

Ashland 

299.65 

305.70 

*  Udell 

32.00 

14.50 

* Lanark 

227.50 

131.60 

*Teegarden 

31.10 

25.05 

Smithville 

225.00 

253.55 

*Mt.  Olive 

31.00 

29.00 

Bryan 

218.30 

230.00 

*  County  Line 

29.00 

•^New  Paris 

216.42 

213.18 

*Johnsto\\ni    Second 

27.75 

*Nappanee 

215.00 

211.00 

Tucson 

26.25 

39.75 

Vinco 

203.00 

285.12 

College  Corner 

26.25 

37.71 

Goshen 

184.06 

359.11 

Brighton 

25.00 

26.50 

Milledgeville 

177.00 

207.00 

*Lost  Creek 

25.00 

New  Lebanon 

160.00 

165.00 

*Glenford 

24.00 

18.00 

*Hagerstown 

155.02 

138.17 

Dutchtown 

24.00 

26.00 

*Roann 

141.70 

*Manteca 

22.89 

20.38 

Berlin 

137.75 

153.05 

Cerro    Gordo 

21.50 

24.25 

*MasontowTi 

114.40 

64.45 

Waynesboro 

21.00 

26.25 

*Muncie 

107.00 

36.00 

Terra  Alta 

20.74 

20.80 

*Ardmore 

101.91 

84.18 

Calvary 

20.00 

20.00 

Meyersdale 

100.00 

146.56 

*Fort  Scott 

20.00 

10.00 

*Flora 

99.41 

78.50 

Mt.  Olivet 

20.00 

42.00 

North  Liberty 

96.25 

144.00 

Lin  wood 

15.50 

28.50 

*Canton 

94.00 

89.55 

*Morrill 

14.00 

8.25 

*  Warsaw 

93.50 

74.70 

Stockton 

10.00 

12.00 

*  Johnstown  Third 

92.00 

84.50 

Sheiivood 

10.00 

10.00 

*  Burlington 

90.87 

80.70 

*Columbus 

10.00 

8.00 

♦Pittsburgh 

83.92 

40.42 

*Mathias 

10.00 

*Gratis 

82.50 

25.00 

*Haddix 

10.00 

9.00 

North  Georgetown 

76.62 

75.25 

*St.  Luke 

10.00 

*  Denver 

66.10 

59.00 

*Gatewood 

9.00 

*Maurertown 

65.00 

20.25 

*Uniontown 

8.00 

5.00 

*Peru 

60.00 

*Mt.  Pleasant 

8.00 

6.00 

*Milford 

60.00 

50.00 

Tiosa 

8.00 

15.00 

Pleasant  Hill 

60.00 

107.99 

Carleton 

8.00 

10.05 

Oakhill 

60.00 

60.00 

Raysto\vn 

7.00 

7.00 

*  Gretna 

56.25 

37.02 

Cameron 

5.00 

11.00 

Sergeantsville 

53.00 

63.00 

Portis 

3.00 

5.00 

Conemaugh 
Center  Chapel 

50.00 
49.78 

60.00 
52.14 

*  Quiet  Dell 
Clayton 

3.00 
2.00 

5.00 

Mexico 

43.50 

59.50 

*  Fremont 

2.00 

♦Oakville 

40.05 

37.85 

*Indicates  inciease  over  last  ^ear. 
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Bethlehem 

Cumberland 

Liberty 

Rowdy 

Washington  D.  C. 

Summit  Mills 

Akron,   0. 

Dayton 

Mt.  Zion 

Williamstown 

Loree 

Waterloo 

Cheyenne 

Falls  City 

McLouth 

Lathrop 

Turlock 


1 9.'>2 

3.00 
4.00 

10.50 


.54.50 
131.00 

10.00 

.54.17 
175.00 
171.50 

34.10 


16.00 


The  following  sent  in  gifts  without 
designating  the  Church.  If  any  one 
knows  the  church  membership,  drop 
me  a  card,  please. 


Grace  Yoder 

5.00 

Carl  Gorham 

2.00 

Miss  Prickett  and  Mr.  r 

md 

Mrs.  Farmwalt 

10.00 

Otto  Karth 

1.50 

May  Smith 

1.50 

A  Friend  in  California 

1.00 

F.   S.   Beeghley 

30.00 

Only  one  Church  in  the  Pennsyl- 
vania District  has  failed  to  send  in 
an  offering.  In  a  few  cases,  where 
gifts  are  small,  they  have  come  from 
individuals  rather  than  an  offering 
from  the  Church  itself.  If  you  have 
increased  over  last  year  you  can  give 
your  Church  credit  in  the  Goals  for 
the  year.  If  there  is  an  error  in  the 
case  of  your  church,  please  inform 
the  Treasurer.  Gifts  for  May  and 
June  will  be  printed  at  the  close  of 
the  fiscal  year. 

L.  V.  Kine,  Treasurer. 
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Ashland  College  News  Letter 

By  Arthur  Petit 


The  school  year  at  Ashland  College  is  rapidly  drawing 
to  a  close  and  plans  for  commencement  on  June  1st  are 
being  formulated.  The  faculty  approved  the  list  of  grad- 
uates for  the  spring.  They  include  nine  degrees  to  eight 
from  the  Brethren  Church.  Harold  Barnett,  Lost  Creek, 
Kentucky,  Philip  Lersch  of  Ashland,  David  Ramsdel  of 
Johnstown,  Penna.  and  Charlene  Tracy  Rowser,  County 
Line,  Indiana  are  to  be  awartted  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts.  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Education  degrees  were 
approved  for  Donovan  Garber  of  Mansfield,  Ohio,  JoAnn 
Hanna  of  Milledgeville,  111.,  and  Robert  Hoffman  of  Ber- 
lin, Penua.  Gerald  Wissinger  of  Falls  City,  Nebr.  will  re- 
ceive the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Business  Ad- 
ministration. David  Ramsdel  will  also  qualify  for  Bach- 
elor of  Science  in  Education. 

Fifty  one  degrees  will  be  granted  to  fifty  seniors.  A 
number  more  will  qualify  for  commencement  in  July. 

The  building  program  at  the  college  seems  to  be  pro- 
gressing as  rapidly  as  can  be  expected.  The  Student 
Union  is  up  to  floor  level  and  is  being  held  up  just  now 
for  the  steel  for  the  floor.  This  is  due  to  arrive  this  week 
and  work  should  then  progress  much  more  rapidly  again. 
The  cement  floor  and  the  various  steps  are  practically 
completed  but  the  amount  of  progress  does  not  show  and 
will  not  until  the  masons  begin  their  work  again. 

The  architect  is  busy  with  the  detailed  plans  for  the 
larger  building  and  bids  are  to  be  submitted  yet  this 
month.  Work  should  then  begin  and  be  well  along  by  con- 
ference time.  Founders  is  level  with  the  ground  now  with 
the  exception  of  the  section  over  the  furnaces  which  has 
been  left  standing  to  protect  the  furnaces  which  must 
still  be  used  to  heat  the  library  building. 

The  applications  of  freshmen  are  arriving  every  day 
but  the  college  could  still  use  more  applications  from 
Brethren  young  people.  EVANGELIST  readers  are  urged 
to  use  all  of  their  influence  to  persuade  the  young  men 
and  women  that  Ashland  College  needs  them  badly  and 
that  they  need  Ashland  College  just  as  badly. 

Norman  McVickei-,  junior  from  the  city  of  Ashland  will 
succeed  Phil  Leisch  as  president  of  the  Student  Council 
next  fall.  He  was  selected  by  the  student  body  from  a 
field  of  about  10  students  nominated  by  the  student  coun- 
cil. 

Julia  Tritch  of  Fiemont  was  one  of  the  four  girls  from 
the  campus  to  attend  the  meeting  of  Y.  W.  C.  A.  girls 
from  the  colleges  in  Ohio. 

Dr.  Forbes  Wiley  who  has  taught  math  on  the  campus 
for  the  past  three  years  has  resigned  to  leturn  to  Den- 
ison  University.  He  spent  many  years  on  the  Denison 
campus  before  his  retirement  in  1950.  Now,  Denison  is 
asking  him  to  return  to  the  campus  there. 

Rodney  Harris  of  the  Foreign  Language  dijpartment 
has  been  granted  a  two  year  leave  of  absence  to  study  in 
Europe, 


The  Y.  W.  C.  A.  elected  their  officers  for  the  year 
JoAnn  Rummell  of  South  Bend  was  selected  as  secretary. 

'Ilie  conference  on  Business  held  on  the  campus  late  in 
April  attracted  almost  100  business  executives  to  the 
meetings.  This  is  now  an  annual  affair  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Professor  Loyd.  Each  year  it  grows  in  importance. 

The  baseball  team  has  now  won  8  and  lost  3.  The  sea- 
son is  now  about  half  over  and  is  assured  of  success  if 
it  moves  as  it  has  been. 

.)»4»*'I**}'*I'^-»i*4*4~i**i**!*'l**l*4'4"t"!"!"I"!"l"!"!"!"!'4'4'*l*'t**i*^'l**l*'l*'l**l*'!~'S  •  •  (■ 

THE  EDITOR'S  PULPIT 

ARE  YOU  GOING  TO  DISTRICT  CONFERENCE? 

(Continued  from  Page  3) 

who  is  content  to  come  Sunday  after  Sunday  and  sit  in 
his  or  her  own  little  pew,  or  perform  his  or  her  own 
little  duty  m  the  church,  oblivious  of  the  greater  pro- 
gram of  the  church.  The  local  church  exists  because  of 
the  Denomination,  and  without  the  Denomination  the  local 
church  can  scarcely  be  anything  but  a  self-centered,  iso- 
lated brier  patch;  which,  because  of  its  lack  of  interest 
in  others,  must  turn  its  attention  to  nursing  its  own 
wounds  of  sorrow,  strife  and  self-pity,  which  do  increase 
rather  than  desist. 

A  Church  (and  it  is  true  in  the  Brethren  Church)  may 
exist  hundreds  of  miles  from  another  Brethren  Church, 
but  if  it  keeps  that  Denominationally  minded  vision,  it 
will  thrive  and  grow.  Or,  a  church  may  be  within  a  few 
miles  of  its  next  fraternal  unit,  and  still  shrivel  and  die 
because  of  its  intei'est  only  in  itself.  (In  either  case,  the 
congregation  may  be  a  large  one  or  a  small  one.) 

We  trust  that  these  1953  Conferences  will  find  a  very 
great  percentage  of  church  members,  from  all  around,  in 
attendance,  for  it  is  only  thus  that  we  can  hope  to  pre- 
sent the  tremendously  important  program  of  the  church 
to  the  local  churches.  We  are  pleased  to  note  that  recent 
years  have  seen  great  progress  in  this  respect,  but  we 
believe  there  is  yet  a  lot  of  room  to  go. 

COME  FOR  THE  FIRST  SESSION,  STAY  FOR  THE 
LAST,  and  you  and  yours  will  be  richly  blessed,  your 
chui'ch  will  grow  as  it  sees  a  greater  vision  of  reaching 
out  beyond  its  four  walls  with  the  message  of  the  living 
Christ  for  a  dying  world — W.  S.  B.  Editor. 


A  REMINDER— OHIO  CHURCHES    \ 
SHIPSHEWANA  DAY 

On  Friday,  June  20,  1952,  at  the  Sixty-Ninth  Ohio  Dis- 
trict Conference,  a  motion  prevailed  that  each  church  in 
the  District  should  take  an  offering  on  what  should  be 
designated  as  "Shipshewana  Day,"  on  either  the  first  or 
second  Suiitday  in  June,  said  offering  to  be  brought  to 
Conference  in  1953,  to  liquidate  the  debt  on  the  Shipshe- 
wana lots. 

J.  E.  Stookey,  Secretary. 
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Young  Men  and  Boys' 
Brotherhood  Program 

Percy  C.  Miller,  Topic  Editor 
Topic  for  June 

TOPIC— "Two   Builders" 
Scripture  Lesson — Matt.  7:15-29 

We  want  to  notice  the  work  of  the  different  builders. 
The  first  is  likened  to  a  wise  man  who  built  his  'house 
upon  the  rock.  Notice  the  foundation;  it  is  I'ock,  which 
refers  to  the  sayings  of  Jesus.  Jesus  refers  to  the  ser- 
mon which  He  had  just  uttered.  Jesus  emphasizes  in  the 
sermon  the  moral  precepts;  precepts  for  citizens  of  the 
Kingdom.  These  precepts  imply  Jesus'  call  to  faith  in  His 
sacrifices.  Modernists  will  not  believe  this.  If  we  go  deep- 
er into  the  text  we  find  God's  will  for  the  lives  of  the 
Kingdom  citizens;  must  not  be  separated  from  Jesus  Him- 
self. So  when  we  go  this  deep  we  find  Jesus  is  the  Rock 
on  which  we  build. 

Notice  the  work  of  the  builder.  It  is  called  the  build- 
ing of  his  house.  It  consists  in  doing  the  Word  of  Jesus; 
obedience  to  His  law.  The  house  that  he  builds  is  the  life 
he  lives.  This  is  his  life  as  far  as  it  bears  the  stamp  of 
Jesus.  Building  his  house  is  living  a  Christ-like  faith. 
It  is  doing  the  Word  of  Jesus;  doing  His  precepts  springs 
from  faith  in  Jesus  and  faith  in  His  Word.  This  faith 
unites  one  with  Jesus. 

Notice  the  builder  himself.  The  picture  calls  him  a 
wise-builder.  He  shows  forethought.  He  is  thinking  of  the 
future  of  his  foundation.  The  one  who  obeys  the  Word  of 
Jesus  in  faith  is  a  wise  builder.  He  reckons  with  the  fu- 
ture— judgment  day. 

The  opposite  man  is  called  a  foolish  man.  We  notice 
the  foundation  to  be  upon  the  sand.  He  does  not  build  on 
the  sayings  of  Jesus.  He  hears  the  Word  but  does  not 
do  it.  He  is  not  building  on  the  rock  of  Jesus.  He  is  pos- 
sibly building  on  the  sayings  of  others.  We  may  have 
respect  for  the  sayings  of  science,  though  contrary  to  the 
sayings  of  Jesus.  We  are  building  on  sand  when  building 
on  sayings  of  man. 

Notice  the  building  operations.  He  too  builds  his  house. 
We  understand  it  to  be  his  life  and  whole  conduct,  includ- 
ing the  inclinations  of  the  heart,  thoughts  of  the  soul, 
words  of  the  lips,  and  acts  of  his  life.  The  stamp  of  Jesus 
is  not  on  his  life.  Even  though  a  decent  life,  the  house 
is  not  a  Christ-like  life.  He  has  no  saving  faith  in  Jesus 
and  His  sayings.  His  work  not  prompted  by  faith  in  Je- 
sus. He  doesn't  rely  on  the  rock  but  builds  on  sand. 

Notice  this  builder.  He  is  called  a  foolish  man;  a  man 
with  no  forethought;  does  not  reckon  with  the  future.  He 
reckons  not  with  the  storms  that  may  come.  Even  more 
foolish  is  the  man  who  doeth  not  Jesus'  Words.  .Building 
on  human  opinion  is  foolish,  for  he  neglects  to  think  of 
the  test  which  is  coming  at  last. 

Let's  note  their  identical  test;  see  the  manner  of  it 
first;  look  at  the  picture  of  the  test.  A  fierce  storm  is 
raging  in  the  mountain,  torrents  of  water  are  descending. 


FAOK  ELEVEN 

Floods  of  water  gather  and  ru.nh  down;  Ht^^rmH  beat  upon 
both  houses.  The  stability  of  both  houHfeH  are  put  to  a  86- 
vere  test. 

What  ai(.-  the  meanings  of  the  te.Hts?  The  Kudden  Htorm 
and  flotjds  are  pictui-es  of  the  coming  of  judgrneril.  MoHfeH 
.said,  "Who  knowoth  the  power  of  thy  judgment?"  The 
coming  judgment  will  be  a  severe  test.  Everything  will 
be  submitted  to  it.  The  work  of  all  man  will   \)e  tested. 

We  are  interested  in  the  results  of  the  test.  The  results 
are  not  identical  but  different.  The  house  upon  the  rock 
stands.  It  does  not  fall;  the  rock  tums  off  floods  and 
the  house  is  safe.  The  meaning  is  clear.  When  judgment 
comes,  those  who  have  His  Woid  will  come  out  of  it  un- 
scathed and  unharmed.  WHY?  They  have  built  on  Jesus, 
the  Rock;  are  safe  foi'evermore.  The  house  upon  the  sand 
falls.  It  could  not  stand  the  test;  foundation  washed 
away.  The  meaning  is  plain.  The  man  who  hears  and  does 
not  obey  can  not  stand  the  test.  In  judgment,  the  founda- 
tion he  built  shall  wash  away.  His  life  will  be  ruined  and 
wrecked.  Being  lost  forever  will  be  the  end  of  the  foolish 
man. 

We  are  all  hearers  of  the  Word.  As  a  whole,  the  Lord 
has  brought  His  Word  to  us  in  the  preaching  of  the  gos- 
pel. Oh,  what  a  privilege;  so  many  have  never  heard  it. 
The  question  is  whether  we  are  doers  of  the  Word  and 
whether  we  obey  through  faith  in  Christ  and  in  God.  If 
we  are  doers  of  the  Word,  we  show  that  we  built  on  the 
Rock,  Jesus  Christ.  Then  we  shall  be  safe  in  the  hour  of 
judgment.  But  if  we  do  not  be  doers  of  the  Word  of  God 
by  faith,  we  are  building  on  sinking  sand.  If  no  change 
comes  before  the  final  test,  then  our  life  will  be  wrecked 
and  ruined.  Our  house  will  fall.  Let  us  build  on  the  Rock, 
Jesus  Christ! 


= Uhnrcms 


PASTORAL  AND  EVANGELISTIC  SKETCHES 
MORRILL,  KANSAS 

The  wi'iter  has  just  completed  a  six  months  preaching 
mission  among  our  western  churches.  In  all  we  traveled 
over  six  thousand  miles,  visited  eight  churches  in  five  dif- 
ferent states,  and  spoke  seventy-five  times  in  churches 
in  pastoral  and  evangelistic  work.  A  three  month  pas- 
torate in  the  IMorrill,  Kansas  Church  was  brought  to  a 
close  with  the  morning  worship  service  on  Palm  Sunday. 
We  were  indeed  sorry  to  leave  this  fine  group  of  folks 
for  many  reasons,  one  of  which  was  that  they  are  ^Wth- 
out  a  pastor.  W^e  certainly  hope  and  pray  that  some  one 
will  be  secured  to  serve  them  soon  if  it  is  only  for  the 
summer  months. 

During  our  sojourn  here  we  believe  there  were  consid- 
eraljle  evidences  of  a  new  and  revived  interest  in  all  the 
(Continued  on   Page   14") 
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Topic   For  May  31,   1953 

YE  SHALL  BE  WITNESSES— THROUGH  PRAYER 

Acts  1:14;  Matt.  7:7,  8 

GOD  HEARS  AND  ANSWERS  PRAYER!  He  is  able 
to  do,  and  does,  "exceeding  abundantly  above  all  we 
ask  or  think." 

1.  THE  JERUSALEM  CHURCH.  At  this  time  I  would 
like  for  you  to  look  at  the  Jerusalem  Church  as  an  ex- 
ample of  a  church  which  was  moved  with  prayer.  Accord- 
ing to  the  Book  of  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  it  was  a  model 
of  Spiritual  power,  and  aggression.  Suddenly,  as  a  flash 
of  lightning  out  of  a  clear  sky,  a  great  persecution  burst 
upon  them.  What  seemed  a  total  calamity  proved  a  sav- 
ing blessing.  A  prayer  meeting  was  held  which  produced 
wonderful  results.  Luke  tells  about  it  in  brief  in  Acts 
4:31,  "And  when  they  had  prayed;  and  they  were  all 
filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  they  spake  the  Word  of 
God  with  boldness,  and  the  multitudes  of  them  that  be- 
lieved were  of  one  heart  and  soul:  and  not  one  of  them 
said  that  ought  of  the  things  he  possessed  was  his  own." 
How  characteristic  was  this  of  the  beginning  of  every 
missionary  enterprise  since  that  time.  In  every  great  re- 
ligious movement,  the  fires  of  evangelism  were  kindled 
by  PRAYER.  And  so  must  it  ever  be.  Men  may  sow,  but 
God  giveth  the  increase. 

2.  PRAYER  IS  POWER.  "And  when  they  had  prayed 
— the  place  was  shaken."  Perhaps  a  miracle  was 
wrought,  but  the  fact  is  none  the  less  suggestive  of  the 
spiritual  effect  of  united  and  consecrated  prayers.  Noth- 
ing shakes  our  hearts  from  aloofness  and  indiffeiences 
as  does  a  vision  of  God  through  prayers.  The  world  has 
been  and  is  convulsed  by  the  most  terrible  war  in  his- 
tory. Unless  we  can  bring  God  into  the  problems  con- 
fronting us,  there  is  only  a  gray  sky  of  fear  above  us. 
If  the  church  of  today  could  be  shaken,  if  it  could  be 
aroused  to  action  and  realization  of  its  strength,  great 
things  could  be  accomplished. 

3.  PRAYER  IS  SPIRIT  FILLING.  "And  when  they  had 
prayed — they  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit."  Noth- 
ing opens  the  door  of  the  soul  to  this  Heavenly  guest 
that  brings  strength  and  comfort  to  our  hearts  as  does 
prayer.  More  willing  is  our  Heavenly  Father  to  give  the 
.Spirit  to  them  that  ask  Him  than  eaii;hly  parents  are  to 
give  good  things  Xai  their  children.  He  who  carries  the 
Gosj)el  to  a  lost  world  must  not  only  proclaim  but  incar- 
nate it.  This  is  only  possible  through  the  indwelling  of 
the  .Spirit  of  Christ.  As  on  Pentecost,  they  were  again 
taken  possession  of  by  an  overwhelming  spiritual  power, 
which  abode  not  with  them  always^  but  .seized  them  ac- 
cording to  their  prayer.  The  Heavenly  influence  has  fallen 
upon  them,  the  very  breath  of  God's  spirit  was  upon  their 
spirits.  What  Christ  did  for  His  early  disciples  Ho  does 
today  for  the  Church  that  will  pray. 


4.  COURAGEOUS  AND  BOLD  WITNESSING.  "And 
when  they  had  prayed  they  spake  the  Word  with  bold- 
ness." Men  are  sometimes  called  courageous  when  they 
are  only  reckless.  The  man  of  real  courage  will  be  bold 
and  calm  enough  to  act  wisely.  All  fear  of  persecution 
was  gone — nothing  mattered  if  they  could  see  the  hand 
of  the  Maste'r  at  the  helm.  He  who  triumphed  over 
death  could  not  fail  them  now.  Had  He  not  said,  "Lo,  I 
am  with  you  always?"  Boldness  comes  only  when  we  have 
been  \Wth  Jesus.  This  privilege  belongs  to  us  as  it  did 
to  the  apostolic  age. 

5.  THE  UNITY  OF  PURPOSE.  "And  when  they  had 
prayed  .  .  .  the  multitude  of  them  that  believed  were  of 
one  heart  and  soul."  The  great  essential,  without  which 
the  world  cannot  be  evangelized,  is  the  unity  of  the  fol- 
lowers of  Christ.  It  was  the  burden  of  His  intercessory 
prayer  just  before  His  death  on  the  cross,  that  His  fol- 
lowers might  be  one  as  He  and  His  father  are  one."  He 
prayed  for  the  unity  of  His  disciples  in  all  ages  that  the 
world  might  believe.  Such  unity  is  possible  only  through 
heart-searching  PRAYER! 

A  divided  Church  is  not  a  "Living  epistle"  for  Christ, 
but  a  blotted  page.  Instead  of  a  means  of  transmitting 
the  gospel  to  a  lost  world,  it  is  an  obstruction.  It  is  told 
of  Edison  that  once  when  crossing  the  ocean  he  was  seen 
impatiently  pacing  the  deck.  When  asked  what  troubled 
him,  he  said,  "Oh,  these  waves,  these  useless  waves — if 
they  could  be  made  into  one  great  wave,  its  power  could 
move  the  world."  Only  through  consecration  which  comes 
by  prayer  can  we  hope  for  such  unity  of  spiritual  power. 
"If  two  of  you  shall  agree  on  earth  as  touching  any  thing 
that  they  shall  ask,  it  shall  be  done  for  them  of  my 
Father  which  is  in  heaven.  For  where  two  or  three  are 
gathered  together  in  my  name,  there  am  I  in  the  midst 
of  them."— Matt.  18:19,  20. 

6.  CREATING  GENEROSITY.  "When  they  emerged 
from  that  great  prayer  meeting  they  had  settled  once 
and  forever  the  question  of  Christian  stewardship" — Not 
one  of  them  said  that  ought  of  the  things  which  he  pos- 
sessed was  his  own.  Now,  as  then,  no  plan  can  succeted 
until  Christians  recognize  their  personal  relationship  to 
God.  Only  by  seeking  His  presence  and  talking  to  Him 
about  our  affairs  can  we  realize  that  all  that  we  have 
and  are,  are  His. 

7.  PRAYER.  Then  prayer  is  not  merely  a  lightning 
rod,  to  protect  us  from  danger,  or  an  anchor  to  hold  us 
fast  against  winds  and  storms,  but  is  a  spiritual  motivat- 
ing power  to  assure  us  of  reaching  our  goals  and  des- 
tinies. It  is  obvious  that  the  church  needs  this  driving 
power  today.  There  is  no  excuse  for  deficiencies  inasmuch 
as  God's  fuel  tanks  are  overflowing,  waiting  for  the 
church  to  take  advantage  of  its  resources  and  power. 
There  are  no  priorities  on  the  spiritual  fuel  oil.  PRAYiER, 
when  it  is  real,  can  lift  the  world  off  its  hinges  and  turn 
the  stream  of  centuries  into  new  courses. 

Young  people,  do  not  let  prayer  remain  unconscious  and 
unrecognized  in  you.  Lift  it  up;  make  it  radiant  and  pow- 
erful. Make  your  life  one  that  people  cannot  fully  under- 
stand unless  they  undersand  your  prayer.  Remember  we 
witness  by  what  we  do.  The  Psalmist  describes  the  moon 
as  "a  faithful  witness  in  heaven:"  (Psalm  87:37).  The 
moon  is  a  faithful  witness  because  it  reflects  upon  the 
earth   of   the   sun,   while   the   latter  is  hidden  from   our 
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light.  To  millions  of  people  today  God  is  completely  invis- 
ble,  obscured  by  the  mark  of  ignorance,  selfishness,  and 
naterialism.  There  are  people,  neighbors  of  yours,  who 
,vill  never  see  Christ  unless  they  see  Him  reflected  in 
»^our  life. 


Vrayer  Iffleeting 
Studies 

TBij  G.  T.  §ilmer 


HOLDING  FAST 

There  was  a  time  when  I  believed 

Salvation  was  a  thing  we  earned ; 
Each  time  I  sinned,  I  felt  so  lost; 

I  found  no  peace,  for  which  I  yearned. 
I  felt  I  must  hold  on  to  faith. 

Be  good  myself,  or  pay  the  cost : 
Now  I  can  see  I  was  unsaved, 

A  sinner,  miserable  ,and  lost. 

It's  such  a  comfort  knowing  now, 

When  waves  dash  high,  upon  life's  sea. 
That  I'm  not  holding  on  to  Him, 

But  Jesus  Christ  is  holding  me. 
His  arm,  so  strong,  so  sure,  so  real, 

Will  hold  me  up,  when  I  would  fall; 
The  same  dear  Jesus,  Who  through  love. 

Gave  on  the  Cross  His  all  in  all. 

God  knew  man's  wicked,  sin-filled  heart, 

And  knew  we  could  not  live  alone 
A  spotless  life,  and  so  His  Son 

Died,  for  our  sin's  stain  to  atone. 
What  can  I  add  to  what  He  did  ? 

I  claim  His  sacrifice  and  see 
I  do  not  need  to  hold  on  now. 

For  He  is  holding  fast  to  me. 

— Eleanor  Livingston  Jester. 

THE  SAVIOUR  Who  is  able  to  save  is  also  able  to 
keep  all  who  are  willing  to  be  kept  by  His  power 
through  faith  (Heb.  7:25;  1  Peter  1:5).  Because  of  his 
whole-hearted  commitment  to  God's  will,  Paul  could  face 
any  ordeal  undismayed  (Acts  20:24).  He  counted  the 
highest  attainments  in  man's  pride  as  refuse  that  he 
might  win  Christ  (Phil.  3:7,  8).  In  Christ  he  was  con- 
tented, knew  how  to  take  both  adversity  and  prosperity, 
and  enjoyed  God's  sustaining  grace  and  power  (Phil.  4: 
11-13).  The  secret  of  Paul's  peace,  assurance,  continued 
joy  and  boldness  in  preaching  Christ  is  found  in  2  Timo- 
thy 1:7-12. 

It  would  be  presumptuous  to  suppose  that  in  order  to 
be  saved  we  have  to  be  saved  by  our  own  goodness  (Eph. 
2:4-10).  Only  sinners  redeemed  by  the  grace  and  mercy 
of  God  expressed  in  the  sacrifice  of  our  Saviour  can  enter 
Heaven  (Rev.  5:9).  Only  those  "created  in  Christ  Jesus 
unto  good  works"  by  regeneration  can  perform  good 
works  acceptable  unto  God  (Eph.  2:10;  Titus  3:5;  2  Tim. 
1:9).  We  are  saved  by  a  receiving  faith   (John  1:12,  13; 
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3:16;  3:36),  and  are  kept  by  a  trusting  faith  in  Him 
Who  is  our  Keeper  (Psalm  121 :5j.  Truly  thoHe  who  trust 
in  Christ  shall  be  kept  Ixjcause  thf;y  allow  nothini?  to 
come  between  their  hearts  and  their  Saviour  (liomans  8: 
35-39).  Loving  obedience  is  the  evidence  of  their  trust 
(]  John  2:4;  Luke  6:46)  as  is  also  their  being  filled  with 
the  Holy  Ghost  (Acts  5:32).  Beli»:f  alone  will  not  save 
(James  2:19,  20).  No  promise  of  God  can  be  realized  un- 
less the  condition  on  which  it  is  based  has  been  clearly 
met.  Obedience  to  these  conditions  is  essential  to  and  in 
salvation.  Relationship  with  Christ  depends  upon  doing 
the  will  of  God  (Matt.  12:50).  The  man  who  heard  and 
did  was  the  man  whose  house  was  built  upon  a  rock 
(Matt.  7:24).  He  trusted  in  Christ  and  His  sayings  and 
thus  Christ  was  able  to  keep  him  from  falling  (Jude  24;. 
Man's  part  is  to  receive  the  word  and  to  continue  in  faith, 
and  continued  keeping  will  be  our  Lord's  response.  To 
cease  to  believe  is  tragedy  (2  Cor.  1:10;  Col.  1:23;  Matt. 
10:22). 

Jesus  alone  is  able  to  keep  His  own,  and  He  is  willing. 
There  will  be  no  failure  on  the  part  of  our  Lord,  but  no 
Sci'ipture  states  that  He  will  keep  unconditionally  with- 
out co-operation  on  our  pai-t. 
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Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vanator 

Lesson  for  May  31,  1953 

THE  WAY  OF  CHRISTIAN  LOVE 

Lesson:  1  Corinthians  13 

CLIFTON  J.  ALLEN,  in  his  little  booklet,  "Points  of 
Emphasis"  for  1953,  a  fine  little  pocket  commentary 
on  the  Sunday  School  lessons,  has  this  to  say  in  com- 
ment on  the  lesson:  "We  say  that  Christianity  is  a  re- 
ligion of  love  and  that  this  is  one  element  in  its  super- 
riority  over  all  other  religions.  But  do  we  really  under- 
stand the  meaning  of  this  claim  ?  How  seriously  have  we 
tried  love  as  the  solvent  for  our  problems  and  as  the  bond 
of  fellowship?  How  well  have  we  manifested  love  in  our 
churches,  our  homes,  and  our  relationships  with  the  world 
around  us?" 

How  often  we  have  asked  ourselves,  "Just  what  is 
love  ?  Can  it  be  defined  ?  Is  there  a  limit  to  its  scope  ? 
What  is  its  source?  Is  there  a  difference  between  love 
and  affection  ?  How  does  Divine  love  differ  from  human 
love?"  There  is  sufficient  in  the  above  questions  to  keep 
us  in  a  meditative  attitude  for  many  hours. 

Paul  pi-etty  well  sums  up  the  answers  to  all  these  ques- 
tions, though,  in  this  thirteenth  chapter  of  his  First  let- 
ter to  the  Corinthian  chui-ch.  The  occasion  of  the  wi-iting 
of  this  letter  is  to  be  found  in  the  grave  discord  which 
had  sprung  up  in  the  Corinthian  church.  It  had  become 
a  real  menace  to  the  future  of  that  body  of  believers.  We 
find  Paul  saying  in  the  early  part  of  his  epistle.  "Now 
I  beseech  you,  brethren,  by  the  name  of  our  Loi"d  Jesus 
Christ,  that  ye  all  speak  the  same  thing,  and  that  there 
be    no    di\'isions    among    you:    but   that   ye     be     perfectly 
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joined  together  in  the  same  mind  and  in  the  same  judg- 
ment." 

As  he  neai-s  the  end  of  his  letter  he  seeks  to  get  at  the 
i-oot  of  the  matter  by  showing  these  Corinthian  brethren 
that  the  solution  of  their  every  problem  is  to  be  found 
in  Christian  love,  and  he  analyzes  love  by  pointing  out 
that  there  are  certain  things  that  love  really  does,  such 
as  the  inclusion  of  patience,  kindness,  generosity,  humil- 
ity, coui'tesy  and  unselfishness.  Paul  says  that  love  does 
not  "show  off";  it  never  rejoices  when  even  an  enemy 
falls  into  sinful  ways.  Love  permits  one  to  be  calm  under 
the  deepest  of  provocations  and  never  hold  a  grudge  re- 
gardless of  how  illy  treated  one  is.  Love  is  that  which 
lasts  when  all  else  fails — for  "love  never  faileth." 

Remember  when  you  read  this  chapter  that  this  is  a 
picture  of  human  relations.  But  it  also  expresses  the 
divine  part  of  the  relationship  which  must  abide  in  the 
Christian's  life.  When  Paul  says,  "And  now  abideth  faith, 
hope,  love  .  .  ."  he  is  giving  an  expression  to  the  car- 
dinal principles  upon  which  is  built  the  Christian  life: 
Faith  in  God  must  be  the  foundation;  Hope  of  eternal 
life  the  evident  urge  to  constant  faithfulness;  and  Love 
— that  love  which  abideth  in  the  heart  of  a  loving  Father, 
who  loved  us  so  much  that  He  was  willing  to  make  the 
supreme  sacrifice  of  His  Only  Begotten  Son  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  world — must  be  realized  as  the  golden 
band  which  draws  and  ties  all  of  life  together  in  perfect 
harmony  and  agreement. 

Tnily  the  "Way  of  Christian  Love"  is  the  way  of  God — 
for  we  read  in  the  Word  that  "God,  Himself,  is  LOVE." 
How  poverty-stricken  is  the  life  that  knows  not  the  full 
meaning  of  love;  who  has  to  depend  on  mere  human  af- 
fection, for  affection  can  easily  find  its  borderland  just 
over  the  boundary  of  hate.  But  LOVE  in  its  deepest 
meaning  "abideth  forever." 


NEWS  FROM  OUR  CHURCHES 
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various  interests  of  the  chui-ch  including  the  general  in- 
terests of  the  brotherhood,  in  that  offerings  were  re- 
ceived and  the  claims  of  our  general  interests  presented 
and  all  were  responded  to  in  a  commendable  fashion. 
We  have  no  glowing  reports  as  to  additions  to  the  mem- 
bership. There  were  four  persons  received  by  letter.  I 
shall  always  cherish  the  memory  of  these  days  of  fellow- 
ship with  the  Brethren  of  the  Morrill  church.  They  were 
appreciative  of  our  efforts  and  did  everything  to  make 
my  stay  and  labor  among  them  pleasant  and  profitable. 
Having  everything  in  readiness  for  my  leaving,  I  drove 
after  the  morning  sei-vice  to  Udell,  Iowa. 

UDELL,  IOWA 

Here  on  the  same  Lord's  day  evening  we  began  an 
eight  day  pre-p]aster  evangelistic  effort  with  this  fine 
group  of  people  and  their  pa.stor,  Brother  Francis  Berk- 
shire. We  had  planned  only  this  biief  meeting.  It  should 
have  continued  longer.  The  spirit  of  revival  was  present 
from  the  very  first  service.  There  were  a  number  of  first 
confessions  and  some  letters  received,  all  of  which  will 
be  reported  by  the  pastor. 


This  is  one  of  our  most  promising  mission  churches. 
They  are  making  rapid  strides  and  this  writer  would  not 
be  surprised  to  learn  that  this  will  not  I'eTnain  a  mission 
church  for  a  very  long  term.  They  are  growing  in  num- 
bers and  in  influence  in  the  community,  and  members 
who  had  dropped  out  of  the  work  are  finding  their  way 
again  into  the  fellowship  and  various  activities  of  the 
church. 

Duing  the  week  we  used  our  Bible-Lectures  adapting 
them  to  the  Easter  Season.  We  deeply  appreciate  the 
interest  in  which  they  were  received.  Brother  Berkshire 
and  his  ever  faithful  companion,  have  been  very  gracious- 
ly received  by  the  church  and  community  in  general,  and 
unless  all  present  signs  fail  they  are  going  to  be  used 
of  the  Lord  in  a  great  and  wonderful  way  in  this  needy 
field.  The  writer  had  his  home  at  the  parsonage  with 
Francis  and  Dorothy  and  little  Mark.  We  were  well  cared 
for  and  everything  was  done  for  our  comfort  and  con- 
venience in  furnishing  a  home  for  a  homeless  traveling 
evangelist. 

We  acknowledge  with  gratitude  their  kindness,  as  well 
as  that  of  the  entire  congregation,  and  especially  for  the 
wonderful  love-offering  that  was  given  us  in  apprecia- 
tion of  our  services.  Truly  a  long  list  of  friends  have 
been  found  and  added  to  us  as  we  have  labored  among 
the  churches  during  the  winter  months.  I  consider  these 
months  among  the  high  points  of  nearly  fifty  years  of 
evangelistic  and  pastoral  work.  We  plan  to  visit  this  dis- 
trict again  this  fall  where  we  will  be  Math  the  Mulvane 
brethren  in  early  November. 

Enroute  from  Udell,  Iowa  our  schedule  called  for  one 
night  at  the  home  of  our  Daughter  and  Son-in-law,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Maynard  Linday  at  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa.  It  was 
a  pleasure  to  spend  the  evening  with  Brother  and  Sister 
George  Ronk.  At  this  writing  we  are  trying  to  adjust  our- 
self  to  living  alone  in  our  own  home  at  Mexico,  Indiana, 
where  our  friends  may  address  us. 

TEEGARDEN,  INDIANA 

On  Lord's  Day,  April  twelfth,  we  found  ourselves  in 
our  first  sei-vice  as  regular  supply  pastor  of  the  above 
church.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  appointments  here 
during  the  pastorate  of  Brother  Tinkle  and  an  evange- 
listic meeting  of  some  thirty  years  ago,  we  knew  little 
of  the  work  here.  We  were  gloriously  surprised  at  our 
first  visit.  The  Sunday  School  and  church  attendance  is 
around  one  hundred.  Every  department  of  the  work  seems 
to  be  operating  in  a  wonderful  way.  Plans  are  in  motion 
for  the  building  of  a  new  parsonage.  They  have  gone 
on  a  full-time  schedule  and  will,  as  soon  as  can  be  ar- 
ranged, have  a  full-time  pastor  living  among  them. 

Bi'other  Eugene  Beekley  was  with  us  on  Tuesday  eve- 
ning, April  14th  presenting  pictures  of  his  recent  trip  to 
Palestine.  With  our  other  engagements  it  is  our  purpose 
to  give  as  much  of  our  time  as  possible  to  this  work  dur- 
ing the  summer  months.  We  are  anticipating  a  wonderful 
time  of  blessing  and  fellowship  among  them.  They  have 
a  great  open  field  for  evangelism  and  naturally  we  are 
expecting  a  harvest  of  souls  as  we  labor  among  these 
fine  believers  and  loyal  brethren. 

Again,  to  all  the  Western  Brethren,  we  say,  may  God 
bless  every  one  of  you  in  a  great  way  and  use  you  in  the 
building  of  greater  and  better  Brethren  churches  through- 
out the  great  west. 
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Pardon  me,  I  forgot  to  acknowledge  th(;  kindness  of 
irother  Eppley  and  the  Falls  City  Hrethren  in  inviting 
16  to  be  with  them  in  their  fellowship  dinner  and  speak 
)  them  in  their  opening  service  of  their  recent  evange- 
stic  campaign  which  was  conducted  by  our  Brother  J.  F. 
iurton.  It  was  a  privilege  to  attend  their  meetings  later 
nd  enjoy  the  great  messages  of  the  Evangelist.  We 
ivet  your  prayers  for  ourselves  and  for  our  labors 
Among  the  Churches."  We  are  remaining,  P'aithfuliy, 
'our  Humble  Servant. 

Until  His  Appearing, 

Evangelist,  C.  C.  Grisso. 


.;..^^..|..{..;.»{..;.4.»{.»;..^,.;«»{..|..;«^.{.^»^,^.{..{..{..;-;.^».;..;-;. 


STUDEBAKER-LEMASTER.  Rev.  Claud  Studebaker 
md  Mrs.  Evelyn  LeM.aster,  both  of  .Bunker  Hill,  Indiana, 
^oute  1,  were  manied  by,  and  in  the  home  of  the  under- 
;igned,  on  Saturday,  April  11th. 

An  altar  was  designed  of  potted  palms  and  ferns  and 
)askets  of  Easter  lilies,  white  tulips  and  pink  roses.  Mu- 
lic  for  the  occasion  was  furnished  by  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
larry  Richer,  of  Peru,  Indiana. 

The    reception    was   held    in    the    serving    room    of    the 
oree  Brethren  Church.  The  couple  are  now  at  home  in 
he    parsonage    of    the    Loree     Brethren     Church,     where 
Brother  Studebaker  is  the  Pastoi\ 

— Rev.  Austin  F.  Gable. 
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In  our  opinion  the  Youth  Workers'  Conference,  held  in 
Ashland  College  Memorial  Chapel  on  May  2nd,  whr  a 
good  start  in  the  right  direction.  It  wa.s  .sponsored  by  the 
Ohio  Brethren  Youth  Board,  and  featured  fellowship, 
spiiitual  help,  and  four,  one-hour  periods  of  instruction, 
followed  by  a  panel  discussion  in  which  questions  from 
the  audience  were  answered.  Space  forbids  enlarging  on 
this  event,  in  this  column,  but  we  want  to  commend  the 
Ohio  Youth  Board  on  its  straight  forward  venture  into 
this  needy  and  worthwhile  field.  Approximately  60  youth 
workers  from   the   Ohio   District  were   in   attendance. 

«     «     • 

In  the  Interesting  Items  we  made  mention  of  a  dinner 
given  in  honor  of  a  member  of  the  Oakville,  Indiana, 
Brethren  Church,  who  has  reached  the  age  of  91.  This  led 
us  to  ponder  just  who  and  where  the  oldest  living  mem- 
ber of  the  Brethren  Church  might  be.  If  you  know  of 
some  one  who  is  a  member  of  the  Brethren  Church,  who 
is  older  than  91,  write  to  us  giving  his  or  her  name,  age, 
date  of  birth,  along  with  their  address.  We  feel  it  would 
be  interesting  for  the  Brethren  to  know  just  who  this 
person  might  be.  Likewise,  it  would  be  interesting  to 
know  which  member  of  the  Brethren  Church,  living  today, 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Brethren  Church  for  the 
longest  number  of  years.  Send  your  "entries"  to  the  Edi- 
tor, soon. 

'Bye  for  now, 

W.  S.  B.  Editor. 


BAPTISMAL    CERTIFICATES: 


PASTORS  AND  CHURCH  SECRETARIES;  ATTEN- 
nON:  On  the  back  page  of  this  EVANGELIST  we  have 
reproduced  the  form  of  Baptismal  Cert^ificate  which  is 
available  at  your  Brethren  Publishinig  Company.  They 
come  in  book  form,  perforated  so  that  the  larger  portion 
may  be  removed  and  given  to  the  one  who  has  been  bap- 
tized, while  the  "stub"  remains  as  your  record  of  bap- 
tisms. They  come  in  books  of  25,  printed  on  high  quality 
linen  paper,  for  $1.00  net,  postpaid. 


Size  of  these  beautiful  certificates  is  7 '4  by  6'2  inches 
for  the  part  given  to  the  recipient. 

Gold  seals,  1  '4  inches  in  diameter,  with  the  words 
"Having  This  Seal"  "The  Lord  Knoweth  Them  That  Are 
His"  printed  on  them  are  also  available  at  30c  for  a  box 
of  40.  These  can  appropriately  be  affixed  to  the  Certifi- 
cate, making  a  lasting  record  for  those  who  have  received 
the  rite  of  baptism. 

ORDER  YOUR  SUPPLY  TODAY. 


Order  from  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company 

524  College   Ave.,   Ashland,   Ohio. 
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Items  of  general  Interest 

ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  The  Laymen's  Public  Pro- 
gram is  to  be  presented  the  morning  of  June  21st. 

JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  SECOND  BRETHREN.  An  at- 
tendance of  78  is  reported  from  their  recent  Mother- 
Daughter  Banquet. 

One  new  member  was  received  recently,  making  a  total 
of  eight  since  Easter. 

Brother    Bruce    C.    Shanholtz    writes    that   on    Sunday, 


May  10th,  "A  very  cJiallenging  message  was  given  by  Dr. 
L.  E.  Lindower,  in  the  morning  service." 

SPECIAL:  We  have  received  a  newspaper  clipping  of 
the  Quarterly  Rally  of  the  Cambria  County  Brethren 
Christian  (Endeavor  Organization  which  was  held  on  Tues- 
day evening,  May  5th,  in  the  Vinco  Brethren  Church.  Rev. 
E.  M.  Riddle,  Pastor  of  the  Third  .Brethren  Church, 
Johnstown,  was  the  speaker.  Emphasis  in  the  meeting 
centered  in  our  work  in  Nigeria,  Africa.  A  mission  offer- 
ing goal  of  $75.00  was  attained  at  the  meeting.  The  sound 
film,  African  Prince,  was  also  shown. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO,  GARBER  MEMORIAL  BRETH- 
REN. We  have  received  the  first  issues  of  the  new  bul- 
letins being  used  at  the  Garber  Memorial  church,  this 
being  a  new  venture  for  this  church.  We  plan,  in  a  few 
weeks,  to  print  for  you  a  brief  history  of  this  church  as 
it  appeared  on  the  back  of  the  first  issue  of  their  bul- 
letin. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Kenneth  Solomon,  Missionaries  in  prepa- 
ration, were  present  in  this  church  on  Sunday,  May  17th. 
Brother  Solomon  brought  the  message  at  the  morning 
service.  Brother  Solomon,  is  a  former  pastor  of  this 
church. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO,  PARK  STREET  BRETHREN.  The 
Junior  Youth  Prayer  Meeting  Group  presented  a  public 
service,  Sunday  evening.  May  17th.  Approximately  two 
dozen  youngsters  took  part  in  the  service,  either  in  spe- 
cial parts,  or  in  the  chorus.  The  film  "45  Tioga  Street" 
was  also  shown.  This  young  group  meets  each  Wednes- 
day evening  during  the  regular  prayer  meeting  hour. 

DAYTON,  OHIO.  Brother  Percy  C.  Miller  has  an- 
nounced that  their  Sunday  School  picnic  will  be  held  on 
June  14th. 

LOREE,  INDIANA.  A  gift  of  new  choir  chairs,  pre- 
sented by  Class  No.  8  of  the  Loree  Brethren  Sunday 
School,  was  recently  dedicated. 

Mr.  Snyder,  Editor  of  the  .Bunker  Hill  Press,  spoke  the 
evening  of  May  17th,  in  the  Loree  Church  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Gideons. 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  The  Milledgeville 
Grange  attended  the  services  of  our  church  on  May  17th, 
in  a  body,  on  their  "Go  To  Church  Sunday." 


ATTENTION:   LITERATURE  SECRETARIES 
AND  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  SUPERINTENDENTS 

Third  Quarter  Order  Blanks  have  been  mailed.  If  you 
fail  to  receive  one,  please  notify  the  office. 

BE  SURE  TO  RETURN  THEM  AS  SOON  AS  POSSIBLE 
to  Insure  receiving  your  Sunday  School  supplies  on  time. 
ORDER  NOW.  AND  AVOID  DELAY. 

The  Brethren  Publishing  Company, 
Ashland,   Ohio. 
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Were   Our  Forefathers   Saints? 


THIRD  IN  A  SERIES 


"Abstain   from   fleshly   lusts,    which    war    against    the 
soul."  I  Peter  2:11." 

i|i  i|i  ijj 

THE  SECOND  EDITORIAL  in  this  series,  two  weeks 
ago,  mentioned  the  fact  that  God  had  a  Standard  by 
which  He  judged  the  righteousness  or  the  unrighteousness 
of  people,  and  punished  them  according  to  that  standard. 
We  still  admitted  that  the  present  day  interpretation  of 
that  standard  is  still  our  major  problem.  We  are  still 
confronted  with  the  problem  of  whether  or  not  socially 
accepted  forms  of  amusements  and  social  standards  are 
such  that  will  be  approved  by  God.  For  our  thinking,  in 
coming  closer  to  a  conclusion  in  this  matter,  we  w'ould 
seek  to  draw^  a  comparison  between  accepted  standards 
of  today  as  against  the  accepted  standards  of  yesterday. 
We   admit  that  yesterday  and   today  are  far,  far  apart. 

YESTERDAY  AND  TODAY 

Not  too  long  ago  we  listened  to  a  speaker  who  said 
something  to  the  effect  that  our  moral  thinking  in  the 
last  several  decades  has  changed  towards  deciding  what 
was  right  and  wrong.  He  went  on  to  prove  his  point,  leav- 
ing the  impression  that  with  our  advanced  thinking,  w^e 
have  arrived  at  a  more  logical  view  of  living.  His  impli- 
cation carried  further  to  insist  that  the  "prudishness"  of 
the  past  generation  has  fortunately  been  discarded  in 
favor  of  the  more  enlightened  freedom  of  adults  and 
youth  today.  What  he  was  endeavoring  to  say  was  that 
even  though  we  are  not  "prudish"  as  were  our  forefath- 
ers, that  we  in  our  "freer"  life  today,  are  still  pleasing 
to  God — we  are  intei-preting  God's  rules  in  a  more  intel- 
ligent way  than  did  our  forefathers.  As  a  speech,  it  was 
a  masterpiece,  but  as  a  guide  to  parents  and  church  youth 
workers,  it  succeeded  only  in  adding  to  the  confusion, 
and  served  to  put  more  liberally  minded  people  at  ease 
•wnth  their  own  conscience. 

WERE  THEY  TOO  STRICT? 

Of  course,  all  of  us  are  aware  that  there  is  a  differ- 
ence between  commonly  accepted  standards  of  conduct 
and  dress  today  over  what  prevailed  a  generation  ago. 
So,  we  ask,  "Were  our  puritan  fathers  too  strict?  Were 
the  moral  standards  of  a  generation  or  two  ago  too 
strict?  Were  the  people  of  that  day — too  good — better 
than  God  expected  them  to  be?" 


If  our  present  day  standards  of  dress,  social  conduct 
and  Sunday  observances,  are  a  norm  of  that  which  meets 
God's  Standard,  then  the  modesty,  dress  and  approved  so- 
cial conduct  of  our  forefathers  was  far  above  the  normal 
level  of  good  behavior  in  the  sight  of  God. 

If  today's  far-too-widely-accepted  social  practices  of 
smoking  by  women  and  high  school  girls,  drinking  by 
high  school  students,  dancing  by  college,  high  school  and 
even  grade  school  students,  indecency  in  dress  and  loose 
language,  is  God's  Standard  for  the  Christian  today,  then 
our  forefathers  were  truly  saints  in  the  real  sense  of  the 
Word! 

They,  with  their  faithful  attendance  at  church  services, 
the  Sunday  blue  laws,  Bible  reading  and  prayer  in  the 
family  gathering,  and  their  avoidance  of  "things  worldly," 
were  against  the  present  day  social  practices  outlined  in 
the  above  paragraph. 

We  doubt  seriously  if  in  the  days  of  our  forefathers 
that  with  all  their  family  altars,  full  churches,  carefully 
guarded  virtue,  modesty  in  dress  and  speech,  and  the 
shunning  of  sinful,  worldly  amusements,  that  they  felt 
they  were  living  far  and  above  God's  Standard.  We  be- 
lieve that  they  felt  that  relaxation  of  those  standards 
would  lead  to  sinfulness.  They  interpreted  their  daily 
conduct  according  to  the  laws  which  God  had  recorded  in 
His  holy  Word,  for  they  read  and  studied  it;  they  heard 
semions  from  the  pulpit  which  were  against  sin,  and  so 
they  had  their  standards  which  today  are  labeled 
"prudish,"  old  fashioned,  and  to  be  laughed  at,  ridiculed 
and  discarded. 

We  feel  safe  in  asserting  at  this  point  that  if  the 
standards  of  say,  40  years  ago,  barely  met  the  Stan- 
dard of  God,  what  must  today's  corruptible  "enlightened" 
practices  rate,  according  to  God! 

We're  no  prude!  But  we  do  maintain  and  we  do  warn 
that  regardless  of  how  much  we  boast  of  our  modern 
Ways  to  bring  out  the  full  development  of  the  indi^•idual 
that  if  it  isn't  according  to  God's  Word,  it  will  be  pun- 
ished. 

THE  LUSTS  OF  THE  FLESH 

Young  people,  pai-ents,  Christian  homes,  and  churches, 
are  under  pressure  from  worldly  people  to  let  down  the 
bars.  lEven  our  church  young  people  in  the  schools,  over 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


PAGK  FOL'K 


THE   BRETHREN   EVANGELIST 


Was 

Jesus  Christ 
Truly  A  Man? 


Rev.  John  T.  Byler 


TN  A  SERIES  OF  FOUR  STUDIES,  we  have  thought 
■*■  together  on  the  Virgin  Birth  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  upon 
His  Deity.  In  this  and  the  next  study,  we  want  to  think 
of  this  same  Christ  in  terms  of  His  humanity.  W,as  Jesus 
Jesus  Christ  really  a  man  ?  Is  it  right  to  think  of  Him 
as  having  the  same  human  characteristics  as  ours?  Did 
He  actually  face  temptations  as  we  do  ? 

We  are  sure  that  the  Christ  of  the  Gospels  is  God.  And, 
as  God,  we  owe  Him  our  loyalty  and  obedience.  As  God, 
He  is  deser\'ing  of  our  worship  and  of  all  that  we  have 
and  are.  And  yet,  the  question  dealing  with  the  reality  of 
the  manliood  of  Jesus  Christ  is  of  sufficient  importance 
that  we  need  to  examine  it  closely. 

Was  Jesus  really  a  man?  Was  He  a  real  man?  And  if 
He  did  become  a  real  man,  did  He  cease  to  be  God  while 
He  was  a  man  ?  And,  is  it  necessary  to  our  position  as 
Christians,  that  we  accept  the  fact  of  the  manhood  of 
Jesus  Christ?  Too  often  we  are  vague  on  the  subject  of 
Jesus'  manhood.  Too  many  times  Christ  is  unreal  to  us; 
He  is  a  vague  personality  for  the  theological  scholar  to 
deal  with,  but  is  elusive  to  many  who  still  are  not  cei-tain 
of  the  answer  to  the  question  dealing  with  the  manhood 
of  Christ.  It  is  the  hope  of  the  writer  that  in  this  and  the 
following  discussions,  we  shall  be  able  to  find  a  knowledge 
of  Christ  as  God  in  all  of  His  glory,  but  also,  as  a  real 
and  a  true  man. 

It  is  peculiar  that  after  nearly  2000  years,  there  are 
those  who  still  attempt  to  argue  that  Jesus  Christ  is 
simply  an  imaginary  individual.  But  far  more  difficult 
than  accepting  the  Biblical  account  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
His  manhood,  is  the  idea  of  trying  to  accept  a  denial  of 
the  influence  and  teachings  of  Jesus  Christ.  How  would 
it  have  been  possible  that  One  Who  never  existed  should 
wield  so  great  an  influence  upon  the  world  as  Christ  has 
wielded?  In  our  earlier  studies  dealing  with  the  Virgin 
Birth  and  the  Deity  of  Christ,  it  was  readily  admitted 
that  there  are  many  things  beyond  man's  comprehension, 


and  thus,  have  to  be  taken  on  faith.  Some  things  just 
can't  be  explained,  and  yet  we  can't  deny  them  simply 
because  of  our  lack  of  understanding.  If  we  followed  this 
same  principle  in  our  everyday  lives,  we  would  do  without 
many  modern  conveniences,  without  many  of  the  latest 
ideas  in  medicine,  and  without  much  that  is  helpful  in 
science.  To  deny  for  lack  of  understanding  is  foolishness. 

Our  big  question  in  this  study  is:  "How  can  complete 
Deity  and  complete  Humanity  unite  in  one  person  ?  To 
our  thinking,  this  is  a  contradictory  idea.  And  yet,  as  we 
examine  the  evidence,  and  find  the  evidence  to  be  indis- 
putable, we  can  do  nothing  but  accept,  even  in  the  face 
of  the  fact  that  we  can't  possibly  understand. 

We  are  convinced  of  the  Deity  of  Jesus  Christ.  In  our 
study  on  the  Deity  of  Christ,  we  cited  as  evidence  for  this 
belief.  His  Works,  His  Words  and  the  Wonder  of  His  life. 
Now,  approaching  the  perfect  life  of  Christ  fi-om  another 
angle,  we  examine  it  in  the  light  of  His  manhood,  and 
once  again  find  that  the  evidence  is  beyond  refutation. 
And  we  have  no  other  choice  than  to  accept  the  evidence 
we  find — the  fact  that  Jesus  Christ  was  a  real,  true  man. 

As  we  think  of  God,  we  know  that  in  order  to  be  God, 
He  has  to  be  unlimited — free  to  do  whatever  He  chooses 
— even  to  the  extent  of  living  outside  any  laws  that  He 
might  have  established.  As  God,  He  is  free  to  manifest 
Himself  in  any  way  He  chooses;  the  condition  of  God  is 
able  to  be  changed  as  He  desires.  Any  limitation  upon 
God  moves  Him  down  from  the  pedestal  of  Deity.  No  one 
would  deny  the  right  to  Queen  Elizabeth  of  England  to  re- 
move her  crown,  and  step  out  of  her  office  as  queen,  and 
become  a  private  citizen.  In  fact,  not  many  years  ago, 
the  ruler  of  England  did  just  that.  And  were  the  ruler 
of  England  unable  to  do  such  a  thing,  that  person  would 
cease  to  be  the  ruler  of  England.  And  because  God  is 
God,  and  is  in  no  way  limited.  He  chose  to  take  a  method 
which  would  be  the  easiest  possible  method  for  Him  to 
manifest  Himself  to  the  people  whom  He  had  created,  to 


MAY  30,  1953 


f'AGK  FIVK 


make  His  love  known  to  them.  This  is  the  very  thing  that 
He  did.  He  took  upon  Himself  a  new  role — He  became  a 
human  being — a  real  man — in  order  that  He  might  reach 
men  who  would  have  never  been  able  to  find  their  way 
into  His  presence  apart  from  this  wondrous  and  miracu- 
lous manifestation. 

God  did  not  give  His  deity  in  order  to  do  this,  but  He 
(lid  take  upon  Himself  a  new  form — a  new  condition — 
;i  condition  that  could  be  seen  and  handled  and  ex])eri- 
eiiced  and  understood  by  men.  To  take  upon  Himself  this 
new  condition,  He  became  "in  all  points  like  as  we,"  and 
yet — Christ,  in  this  form,  retained  His  characteristics  of 
Deity.  He  never  entered  into  the  state  of  sin;  He  retained 
His  perfect  sinlessness  and  His  state  of  Holiness,  but  He 
"emptied  Himself" — willingly  giving  up  the  use  of  some 
of  His  Divine  Powers — limiting  Himself,  to  fulfill  His 
specific  purpose.  His  form  was  changed  that  it  might  be 
visible  and  recognizable  to  men.  And  this  limiting  of 
God's  self  is  not  unusual  with  God.  As  He  made  His  ap- 
pearance in  the  person  of  a  baby  in  a  manger,  God  did 
not  reveal  Himself  in  fullness,  there,  clothed  in  a  few 
peasant  wraps.  No,  but  we  recognize  that  God's  power 
was  there,  poured  out  in  part  for  the  blessing  of  man- 
kind. God's  glory  and  greatness  is  so  tremendous  that  it 
could  not  be  expressed  in  one  human  form,  but  there  was 
enough  of  God's  glory  and  power  with  Jesus  Christ  that 
it  was  all  that  man's  limited  mind  could  possibly  under- 
stand. 

For  a  simple  little  comparison,  we  might  think  of  a 
teacher,  dealing  with  a  beginning  child.  The  teacher  has 
been  trained  through  many  years  of  study  and  scholar- 
ship. She  has  been  in  touch  with  the  best  leaders  of  her 


profession;  she  hag  read  the  latest  and  fincHt  of  text 
books  written  about  her  field;  her  .studieg  have  taken  her 
into  advanced  stages  of  h.arning.  liut  when  Khe  beginH  to 
teach  a  six  year  old  child,  just  Htarting  to  Hchool,  Bhe 
does  not  Ix-gin  by  discussing  the  theorems  of  geometr>' 
or  the  techniques  of  journalistic  writing.  N'o,  her  work 
must  begin  on  the  elementary  level;  it  rnu.st  reach  dov/n 
to  the  level  of  the  child's  understanding.  'ITie  teacher 
"empties  herself"  of  the  higher  learning  that  ha.s  been 
hers  in  ordei'  that  she  might  reach  down  to  the  beginning 
fundamentals,    for    the    sake    of   the    beginning   child. 

ITiis  is  at  least  in  part  what  God  did.  Deity  is  .so  high 
above  man,  so  beyond  man's  understanding,  that  God 
chose  to  appear  in  human  form,  with  a  definite  limitation 
of  His  power  and  glory,  so  that  man  miirht  understand 
and  recognize  Him.  No  human  being  could  hold  all  of 
God's  glory;  the  Deity  of  God  could  not  be  contained 
fully  in  one  human  body.  So  He  limited  Himself  in  order 
that  in  Human  form,  He  might  be  manifested  to  man. 
This  manifestation  was  in  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ, 
Who  came  to  be  a  Servant  that  the  way  might  be  re- 
vealed to  the  Father. 

Jesus  Christ  lived  upon  the  earth  for  33  years,  but  His 
eternal  glory  was  not  revealed  in  this  period,  for  it  could 
not  have  been  understood  or  experienced  by  man.  It  wa= 
laid  aside,  only  to  be  taken  up  again  after  Christ's  as- 
cension. "He  was  in  the  world,  and  the  world  was  made 
by  Him,  and  the  world  knew  Him  not.  But  to  as  many 
as  received  Him,  to  them  gave  He  the  power  to  become 
the  sons  of  God,  even  to  them  that  believe  on  His  name." 

— New  Lebanon,  Ohio. 
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What  They  Say  About  Brethren  Youth 


".Brethren  Youth  Conference  provides  an  opportunity  for  youth  to  be 
inspired  and  to  get  new  ideas  by  meeting  the  many  other  Brethren 
young  people  who  are  working  together  to  make  our  youth  program 
a  success." 


— Rev.    Clarence    Fairbanks,    memb<er-at-Iarge,     on 
National  Brethren  Youth  Board. 


the 
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"The  Brethren  Youth  pi\3grani  is  very  essential  to  the  church  because 
it  trains  our  youth  for  leadership  in  the  church.  It  affords  them  oppor- 
tunities to  get  an  insight  into  the  denominational  work  and  our  mis- 
sion fields  thus  providing  food  for  thought  for  life  careers.  It  instills 
the  youth  with  a  feeling  of  belonging  and  being  needed  in  our  churches. 
Our  Brethren  Youth  of  today  is  our  Brethren  Church  of  tomorrow." 

— Mrs,  Isaac  Litton,   member-at-large  on  the  National 
Brethren  Youth  Board. 
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THE  BRETHREN   EVANGELIST 


Missionary    Department 


OUR  PRESENT  SITUATION 

A  few  years  ago  the  Missionary  Board  faced  the  prob- 
lem of  having  no  missionary  candidates  to  train  for  the 
foi-eign  field.  Now  the  picture  is  different,  for,  as  a  re- 
sult of  prayer  and  emphasis  on  missionary  recruiting,  we 
have  several  fine  missionary  candidates  in  training  and 
others  who  will  in  due  time  be  approved  by  the  Board.  We 
thank  God  for  this  stewardship  growth  in  our  Brethren 
denomination. 

At  this  present  time  we  are  faced  with  anotlier  prob- 
lem and  must  find  the  solution  to  it.  The  problem  is  that 
of  having  missionary  candidates  who  are  ready  to  go  to 
the  field  within  the  next   year  and  not  having  adequate 


funds  with  which  to  send  them.  This  is  the  big  problem 
of  many  other  missionary  boards  at  the  present  time.  The 
solution  lies  within  another  realm  of  our  stewardship, 
namely,  the  stewardship  of  our  possessions — monfsy, 
etc.  Those  who  are  not  called  to  go  to  foreign  fields  in 
person  ,are  most  surely  called  to  give  generously  and  pray 
earnestly  as  well. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  some  of  our  churches  have 
increased  their  missionary  giving  this  year,  but  it  is  sad 
to  note  that  too  many  have  gone  backward  in  their  giving 
or  simply  have  given  what  they  gave  last  year. 

Brethren,  answer  the  call  to  the  Argentine  field,  the 
Nigerian  field,  the  Philippine  field  and  adjust  your  giving 
now  to   the   needs  that  are  before  us. — W.   C.  ,B. 


WORLD  MISSION  FIELDS  AT  A  GLANCE 


(Statistics  from   1952) 


Latin  America 


Population— 141,000,000 
Missionaries — 4,640 
Unevangelized— 75,000,000 
1  missionary  to  31,000  population 

Africa 

Population  196,000,000 
Unevangelized— 70,000,000 
Missionaries — 11,635 

1  Missionary  to  17,000  population 

India  and  Pakistan 

Population — 437,000,000 
Unevangelized— 250,000,000 
Missionaiie.s — 4,200 

1  Missionary  to  101,000  population 

Central  Asia 

Population— 34,000,000  (approx.) 
Afghanistan,  Baluchistan,  Nepal,  Bhutan,  Chinese 
Turkistan,  and  Russian   Central  Asia;  almost  to- 
tally unevangelized  and  closed  to  foreign  missions. 

Europe 

Population — 496,000,000 
Protestant  Christians— 84,000,000 
Unevangelized— 350,000,000 
Some  areas  closed 


China 

Population— 463,000,000 
There  were — 4,000  missionaries 
Unevangelized— 250,000,000 
Field  Closed 

Japan 

Population— 83,000,000 
Unevangelized — 50,000,000 
Missionaries — 1,200 
1  Missionary  to  67,000 

Island  World   (Philippines,  Indonesia,  Pacific  Isles) 

Population— 76,000,000  (approx.) 
Unevangelized— 35,000,000 
Missionaries — 1,200 

1  Missionary  to  63,000  population 

South   East  Asia     (Burma,    Siam,    Fr.    Indo-China, 
Malaya) 

Population— 67,000,000 
Unevangelized — 40,000,000 
Missionaries — 456 

1  Missionary  to  148,000  population 


(The  above  figures  are  based  on  latest  missionary 
statistics  and  1952  world  population  report.  They 
are  conservative.) — Youth   for  Christ   Magazine. 
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THE  EDITOR'S  PULPIT 

WERE  OUR  FOREFATHERS  SAINTS? 
(Continued  from  Page  3) 
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the  radio  and  television,  through  today's  literature,  etc., 
are  led  to  believe  that  there's  nothing  wrong  with 
dancing,  smoking,  drinking,  late  dates. 

In  the  eyes  of  the  world,  there  is  nothing  wrong  with 
these  things,  for  the  lust  of  the  flesh— <JET  THIS— the 
lust  of  the  flesh  is  the  God  of  this  world.  Since  dancing, 
smoking,  drinking,  late  dates,  etc.,  exist  only  as  mediums 
to  satisfy  the  lustful  side  of  the  body,  and  since  they  can 
in  no  way  be  interpreted  as  anything  but  lusts  of  the 
flesh,  these  cannot  and  dare  not  be  a  part  of  the  true 
Christian's  life!  We  are  temples  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  We 
are  to  be  clean  and  pure  vessels  for  His  service,  and 
we  dare  not  defile  ourselves  with  these  things. 

This  possibly  will  find  opposition  among  those  who  par- 
ticipate in  these  things.  But  the  voice  of  the  pulpit  and 
the  voice  of  the  church  has  been  too  long  silent,  or  toned 
down  on  these  evils.  And  we  realize  that  there  are  many 
more  sins  and  many  more  lusts  of  the  flesh  which  could 
be  mentioned,  but  these  are  some  which  are  outstanding 
in  creating  problems  in  the  Christians  homes  where  young 
people  live. 

Christians  today  who  earnestly  seek  to  live  consistent 
Godly  lives,  will  find  encouragement  in  the  fact  that  by 
staying  on  the  Christian  side  of  life  that  they  will  be 
pleasing  to  God. 

BE  STRONG  IN  THE  LORD 

We  are  aware  that  many  Christian  parents,  faced 
with  this  problem,  bear  in  their  hearts  more  grief  than 
their  children  know.  The  parents  must  do  one  of  two 
things,  either  give  in  to  modern  trends,  or  see  their  young 
people  forced  out  of  many  high  school  activities  today 
because  of  what  those  pai-ties  and  affairs  consist.  Let  us 
hasten  to  say  that  parents  and  youth  alike,  will  never 
regret  having  done  the  thing  which  is  pleasing  to  God. 

We  have  endeavored,  in  this  Editorial  to  lay  bare  some 
of  the  more  definite  things  which  in  our  opinion,  are  the 
chief  causes  of  the  breakdown  in  moral  and  spiritual  life 
today.  If  you  agree,  please  write  and 'tell  us;  if  you  do 
not  agree,  please  write  also.  We  have  appreciated  your 
comments  on  previous  Editorials  in  this  series.  Another 
Editorial  in  this  series,  will  appear  at  a  later  date. — 
W.  S.  B.  Editor. 


How  About 
Your  Offerings?? 


BREnrHREN    YOUTH    OFFERING 

Make  checks  payable  to  Margaret  E.  Lowery,  Treasur- 
er, and  address  Miss  Margaret  E.  Loweiy,  Samaritan 
Hospital,  Ashland,   Ohio. 


^        "OPINION"       ^ 

H.   A.  (i<>K»ard 
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WHAT  ABOUT  THIS? 

You  have  doubtless  heard  the  statement  "I  am  willing 
to  die  for  my  country."  I  hoard  a  citizen  make  that  state- 
ment when  he  was  considerably  under  the  influence  of 
something  that  cau.sed  me  to  pity  instead  of  chide  him; 
while  I  thought  and  said  within  myself,  I  would  to  God, 
for  your  sake  and  for  others,  you  might  live  for  your 
country. 

This  may  seem  a  bit  unseasoned;  but  let  me  explain: 
If  Christ  had  not  lived  for  a  cause.  His  dying  for  it  would 
have  been  in  vain;  and  so  is  it  with  adult  human  beings. 
Explaining  further:  If  one  should  abide  in  this  or  in  any 
community  with  opportunities  for  doing  good,  (and  such 
opportunities  are  always  present)  but  did  not,  and  then, 
dying,  should  say  "I  am  dying  for  my  community  I" 
Would  such  a  statement  be  regarded  as  sincere?  Would 
such  a  death  be  beneficially  effective  ?  I  leave  the  ques- 
tions for  your  answers  while  I  give  mine.  It  is  the  things 
we  live  for  that  count.  God  has  asked  none  to  die  for  a 
cause,  other  than  His  Son,  whose  death  was  and  is  all- 
sufficient.  GOD  DOES  ASK  THAT  WE  LIVE  FOR  A 
CAUSE;  AND  IF  WE  DO,  HE  WILL  TAKE  CARE  OF 
OUR  DYING. 

I  am  thoroughly  convinced  that  if  Christian  Institu- 
tions, including  the  home,  would  live  the  things  they 
teach,  generally,  they  would  be  effective  in  a  very  notice- 
ably and  commendable  way.  They  cannot  function  prop- 
erly otherwise.  Such  consistent  living  would  be  a  positive 
cure  for  the  world's  ills. 

My  prayer  is  that  the  most  potent  institutions  for 
good,  the  home  and  the  church,  will  do  their  part  to  ele- 
vate the  standards  of  humanity  in  a  God-commendable 
way.  In  saying  "the  church"  I  do  not  mean  it  in  a  sec- 
tarian sense,  at  all;  but  I  do  mean  that  the  elevation  and 
purification  of  human  society  is  the  particular  and  God- 
given  obligation  of  Christendom.  And  no  one  can  live  and 
die  securely  without  it  .  .  .  "Other  foundation  can  no  man 
lay  than  that  is  laid,  which  is  Jesus  Christ,"  the  Son  of 
God,  who  Lived  and  Died  for  the  Salvation  of  the  world. 

H.  A.  Gossard. 


NOTICE 
NORTHEASTERN  OHIO  YOUTH 

Northeastern  Ohio  Brethren  Youth  Rally  will  be  held 
at  North  Georgetown,  Ohio,  Brethren  Church  on  June  7, 
1953. 

There  will  be  an  afternoon  of  worship,  recreation  and 
talks  on  Kentucky. 

.    Evening  meal  will  be  served  by  the  Church. 

Bring   reports  of   projects   for  Kentucky   Gymnasium. 

Harold  Barnett.  President. 
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PROGRAM  OF  THE  SIXTY-SIXTH  INDIANA  DISTRICT  CONFERENCE 

June  I  5+h +o  I  8+h  Shipshewana  Lake 
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Monday   Evenin,g — June   15 

7:30-  8:00     Devotional  Senuce 
Music 

Scripture  and  Prayer   ....  Rev.  V.  lE.  Meyer 
Appointment  of  Credential  Committee 

8:00-8:30     Bible    Lecture Rev.    Clarence    Fairbanks 

8:00     Special  Music 
Prayer 
Conference  Sermon    Rev.   C.   Y.  Gilmer 

Tuesday  Morning — June   16 

7:00-  7:15     Morning  Watch,  Leader 

Rev.  Claud  Studebaker 

7:15     Breakfast 

8:10-  9:20     Simultaneous  Sessions 

W.  M.   S.,  Ministerium,  Laymen 

9:30-10:00     Devotional  Service 
Music 
Scripture  and  Prayer 

Rev.  J.  Edgar  Berkshire 
Announcements 

10:00-10:30     Bible    Lecture    Rev.    Fairbanks 

10 :30-l  1 :30     Scripture   and  Prayer .  Rev.  Arthur  Tinkle,  Jr. 

Moderator's  Address   Rev.  V.  E.  Meyer 

12:00     Dinner 

Tuesday  Afternoon. 

1:00-  2:00     S.  M.  M.,  Boys  Brotherhood 

1:30-  2:30     Scripture  and  Prayer   Rev.  E.  J.  Black 

First  Business  Session 

Report  of  Credential  Committee 
Report  of  Ministerial   Delegates 
Appointment  of  Committee  on  Committees 
Report  of  Conference  Treasurer 
Report  of  Statistician 

2:30-  3:30     Conference  Trustees  Session 
3:45-  4:45     W.  M.  S. 

5:30     Supper 

Tuesday  Evening 

6:45-  7:30     Vesper  Service 

Speaker Rev.  Robert  Higgins 

7:45-  8:30     Indiana  Laymen 

Speaker    Mr.    Ivan   Gill 

8:30-  9:30     Special  Music 
Prayer 
Sermon    Rev.  C.  A.   Stewart 

Wednesday  Morning — June  17 

7:00-  7:15     Morning  Watch,  Leader.. Rev.  .Bright  Hanna 

7:15     Breakfast 
8:10-  9:20     Simultaneous  Sessions 

W.  M.  S.,  Ministerium,  Laymen 


9:30-10:00 


10:00-10:30 


10:30-11:30 


12:00 


1:00-  1:30 
1:30-  2:30 


2:30-  3:00 

3:45-  4:45 

5:30 


Devotional  Service 

Music 

Scrcipture  and  Prayer.  ..  .Rev.  C.  C.  Grisso 

Announcements 

Ashland  College  and  Seminary 

Speaker  Dr.  Glenn  Clayton 

Scripture  and  Prayer.. Rev.   Wayne  Swihart 

Bible   Lecture    Rev.   Fairbanks 

Dinner 

Wednesday   Afternoon 

S.  M.  M.,  Boy's  Brotherhood 

Scripture  and  Prayer.. Rev.  George  Pontius 

Business  Session 

Report  of  Credential  Committee 
Report  of  Committee  on  Committees 
Election  of  Officers 

District  Mission  Board 

W.  M.  S. 

Supper 


Wednesday   Evening 


I 


(3:45-7:30     Vesper  Service 

Speaker   Rev.  M.  A.  Stuckey 

7:45-  8:30     Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church 

Speaker   Rev.  Robert  Byle 

8:30-  9:30     Special  Music 
Prayer 

Sermon    Rev.  Austin  Gable 

9:30     Campfire In  charge  of  Brethren  Youth 

Thursday  Morninig — June  18 

7:00-  7:15     Morning  Watch,  Leader. Rev.  Richard  Wolfe 

7:15     Breakfast 
8:10-  9:20     Simultaneous  Sessions 

W.  M.  S.,  Ministerium,  Laymen 

9:30-10:00     Devotional  Service 
Music 

Scripture    and    Prayer Herbert    Gilmer 

Announcements 
10:00-10:30     Brethren  Publishing  Company 

10:30-11:30     Scripture  and  Prayer   Dr.  R.  F.  Porte 

Bible  Lecture    Rev.  S.  M.  Whetstone 

12:00     Dinner 

Thursday  Afternoon 

1:00-  2:00     Boy's  Brotherhood 

1:30-  2:30     Scripture. and  Prayer.  .Rev.  Woodrow  Immel 
Final  .Business  Session: 

Committee     reports — Credential,     Ministe- 

.    rial    Examining   Board,   Young    Men     and 

Boys'     Brotherhood,     Pastoral     Relations, 

Auditing,     Resolutions,     Clearing     House, 
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Time    and    place    for     next     Conference,      ?Z552J3IZ0J?y^n'^'J^75[?^i0-'S'i^]-'^7  "I -T  ^■>' ^7 
Youth  Committee  Report. 

INDIANA  C()Mi:i{KN(  E  OKGAMZA'l  lO.N 


2:30-  3:30     Sunday  School  Board 
3:45-  4:45     W.  M.  S. 
5:30     Supper. 

Thursday   Evening 

(J:45-  7:30     Vesper  Service 

Speaker Rev.  Ernest  Minegar 

7:45-  9:00     All-Indiana   Brethren   Youth   Rally 


Conference  Moderator   Virgil   Meyt-r 

Vice  Moderator   C.   Y.  Gilmer 

Sec.  Treas Willis   Ronk 

Asst.    Sec.-Trea.s    Bright    Hanna 

Statistician    Mr.s.    William   Meinke 


MigM^«^iyj|ii2jiiy,'i^iyjiiy.¥i^iMiiyjiiy^^iMiiy^iyi^^ 


kSttVfynty  n?y  n»y.iS»y.o»y  J  Vj  V:^  V.^  V.,-  Vi 


Where  Are  The  Goal  Posts! 


Reo.  Dyoll  Belote 


(This  is  a  devotional  article  written  by  Brother  Belote 
and  printed  in  the  Westminster  (Maryland)  Times,  under 
a  plan  whereby  the  county  ministers  each  prepare  an  ar- 
ticle to  be  published  in  the  weekly  edition  of  the  paper. — 
W.  S.  B.) . 


C^K 


-^'nl^ 


"Mary  hath  chosen  that  good  part,  tvhich  shall 
not  be  taken  aiuay  from  her."  Luke     10:42. 


I  ■■■  » 


Lord  Tennyson  was  on  one  occasion  conversing 
with  a  friend,  when  the  friend  remarked,  "My 
dearest  hope  is  to  leave  the  world  better  than  I 
found  it."  A  very  laudable  and  worthwhile  hope. 
God  knows  this  old  world  needs  all  the  improve- 
ment mankind  can  provide. 

Far  too  many  folks  are  trying  to  make  a  better 
W'orld,  and  to  be  better  themselves ;  but  what  does 
"better"  mean?  That  is  the  question  that  worries 
and  mixes  people  up.  Martha  thought  that  minis- 
tering to  the  comfort  of  her  guest  was  the  impor- 
tant thing  that  day  when  the  Master  was  the 
guest  in  their  home.  And  if  Christ  had  not  called 
attention  to  the  distinction  beween  "good"  and 
"better"  men  might  still  imagine  that  the  "earth- 
ly" and  temporal  things  of  life  are  the  "better 
things.  But  Jesus  simply  and  distinctly  differen- 
tiated between  these  and  the  seeking  after  the 
things  of  the  Spirit.  "Martha,  Martha,  thou  art 
careful  and  troubled  about  many  things :  But  one 
thing  is  needful ;  and  Mary  hath  chosen  that  good 
part,  which  shall  not  be  taken  away  from  her." 

Martha  and  Mary  were  of  different  tempera- 
ment; Martha  the  careful,  particular  housekeep- 
er; Mary  the  contemplative,  thoughtful  searcher 


after  the  things  that  pertain  to  the  soul.  !Martlia 
would  minister  to  the  physical  needs  of  her 
guest;  Mary  would  sit  at  His  feet  and  let  Him 
minister  to  her  soul. 

In  the  conversation  bet\\een  Lord  Tennyson 
and  his  friend,  Tennyson's  reply  to  the  friend's 
declaration  was,  "Mine  is  to  have  a  clearer  vision 
of  God."  What  this  world  needs  is  a  clearer  vi- 
sion of  God,  for  before  a  man  can  make  this 
world  "better,"  or  even  know  what  "better" 
means,  he  must  have  some  vision  of  God. 

As  she  listened  to  her  Master,  ^Mary  was  gain- 
ing a  vision  of  God.  This  is  the  deeper  wisdom. 
and  it  is  also  assurance  of  the  possesion  of  eter- 
nal life.  "This  is  a  life  eternal,  that  they  may 
know  thee,  the  only  true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ 
whom  thou  hast  sent."  "Seek  ye  first  the  kingdom 
of  God,  and  his  righteousness,  and  all  these 
things  shall  be  added  unto  you."  The  cle-ar  vision 
of  Gcd  and  His  will  for  men  will  bring  to  men  all 
needed  blessings. 

A  college  student  once  asked.  "How  can  we 
play  the  game  of  life  if  we  do  not  know  where 
the  goal  posts  are?"  The  "goal  posts"  are  set.  get 
the  vision  of  the  ]\Iaster  and  Saviour  of  men.  and 
following  the  vision  we  shall  win  in  the  game  of 
life. 

— Linwood.  ^Maryland. 
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PROGRAM  OF  THE  SEVENTIETH  OHIO  DISTRICT  CONFERENCE 


June  18th  to  2  I  st 


EST  Observed 


Gratis,  Ohio 
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CONFERENCE  THEME:  "Ye  Shall  Receive  Power" 

CONFERENCE  TEXT:  "But  ye  shall  receive  power,  after 
that  the  Holy  Ghost  is  come  upon  you:  and  ye  shall  be 
witnesses  unto  nie  both  in  Jerusalem,  and  in  all  Judaea, 
and  in  Samaria,  and  unto  the  uttermost  part  of  the 
earth."  Acts  1:8. 


THE  PROGRAM 
Thursday  afternoon — June  18 

2:30     Registration  and  assignments 

3:00     Calling  of  the  Seventieth  Ohio  District  Conference 

to  order  Moderator  Smith  F.  Rose 

Opening   Song   Service.  .Conference   Song   Director 

Devotions    Moderator    Rose 

Welcome  to  Delegates   Gratis 

Response      Delegates 

3:45     Simultaneous  Sessions: 

W.  M.  S.;  Ohio  District  Mission  Board 

Thursday  evening 

7:30     Song  Service 

Devotions   Percy  C.  Miller 

Fii*st  Reading  of  the  report  of  the  1953  Committee 

on  Committees    Elton  Whitted 

First  Conference  Offering 

8:00     Vice  Moderator's  Address    Clarence  Stogsdill 

Subject:  "God's  Greatest  Gift" 

Friday  morning — June  19 

8:30     Simultaneous  Sessions: 

W.  M.  S.;  S.  M.  M.;  Laymen  and  Ministers 

9:40     Business  Session 
Song 

Devotions  Alvin  Grumbling 

Report  of  Credential  Committee 

Organization  of  Conference 

Action  on  Report  of  1953  Committee   on   Committees 

Statistician's  Report 

Report  of  Disti-ict  Ministerial  Examining  Board 

Report  of  District  Board  of  Evangelists 

Other  Business  as  time  peinnits 

1 1  :no     Moderator's    Address    Smith   F.    Rose 

Subject:   "The  Forgotten   Presence" 

Friday   afternoon 

1 :30     Business  Session 
Song 

Devotions   L.  V.  King 

Reading  of  the  Minutes 

Report  of  the  Credential  Committee 

Further   report   of   Committee   on    Committees 

Report  of  Conference  Treasurer 

Report  of  Brethien  Publishing  Company 

Report  of  Youth  Board 


3 :00     Message    Delbert   B.   Flora 

Subject:  "The  Present  Day  Ministry  of  Jesus" 
3:45     Women's   Missionary   Society   Open   Program 

Friday  evening 

7:30     Laymen's  Program 

Offering  for  Brethren  Youth  of  the  Ohio  District 

8:00     Youth    Session — Program    supplied    by     Biethren 
Youth 

Saturday   morning — June   20 

8:00     Ministerial  Association  Business  Session 
8:30     Simultaneous  Sessions: 

W.  M.  S.;   S.  M.  M.;   Brotherhood;  Laymen  and 

Ministers 

9:30     Business  Session: 

Song- 
Devotions    J.  G.  Dodds 

Reading  of  the  Minutes 

Report  of  Credential  Committee 

Election  of  1954  Conference  Officers  and  Commit- 
tee on  Committees 

Report  of  District  Mission  ,Board 

Report    of    Missionary     Board    of     the     Brethren 
Church 

Report  of  Ashland  College 

10:30     Panel   Discussion    Clayton   Berkshire,   Leader 

Subject:  "Stewardship" 

11 :00     Message   Rev.  Calvert  Mitchell 

Subject:  "The  Ministry  of  the  Pastor" 
*(Rev.    Mitchell    is     pastor    of    the     First     English 
Lutheran  Church  of  Mansfield,  Ohio. ) 

Saturday   afternoon 


I 


1 :30     Business  Sess.ion 
Song 

Devotions   George  Hagenbuck 

Reading  of  the  Minutes 

Final  Report  of  the  Credential  Committee 

Report  on  Camp  and  Sunday  School  Board 

John  ,Byler 
Auditing  Committee  Report 
Resolutions  Committee  Report 
Special  Committee  Reports 

Selection  of  Place  for  Meeting  for  1954  Conference 
Unfinished  Business 
Final  Reading  of  the  Minutes 

2:15     Report   on   Argentina Robert   and  Jane    Byler  ' 

3 :00     Message    Henry   .Bates 

"The  Ministry  of  the  Church  Official" 

Saturday  evening  ; 

6:30     Banquets  j 

W.  M.  S.;  Laymen  and  Ministers;  Youth  ] 

(The  entire  evening  will  be  given  over    to    the 
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banquet  programs,  thus  giving  opportunity  for 
better  programs  and  time  for  each  auxiliary  to 
stress  its  own  work.) 

Sunday   Morning — Juno  21 

9:30     Sunday    School — Gratis    Sunday     School     Staff    in 

charge 
10:30     Moi-ning  Worship: 

Service  in  charge  of  W.  S.  Crick,  Gratis  pastor 

Devotions    Clai'ence   Fairbanks 

Special  Music 

Offering   (Loose  offering  goes  to  the  Conference) 

Message W.  St,  Clair  Benshof f 

Subject:   "The  Ministry  of  the  Believer" 
Installation  of  New  Conference  Officers  by  the  Re- 
tiring Moderator 
Benediction 

»  ^■w  ■ 

OHIO  DISTRICT  ORGANIZATION 

Moderator  Smith  F.  Rose 

Vice  Moderator  Clarence  Stogsdill 

Secretary-Treasurer    F.  C.  Vanator 

Assistant  Secretary J.  E.  Stookey 

Statistician    Paul   Clapper 


ONE  PERSON  WRITES,  "Please  continue  sending 
THE  EVANGELIST;  we  would  be  lost  on  "Denomina- 
tional news"  without  it;  we  enjoy  reading  what  others 
are  doing  ..." 

Do  you,  and  the  other  members  of  your  church  feel 
the  same  way  about  your  Church  paper  as  does  this  per- 
son? If  you  do,  and  if  your  church  is  not  already  100%, 
you  will  put  forth  every  effort  to  put  your  church  on  the 
1007o  list. 

REMEMBER:  A  "full  coverage"  reading  of  THE 
BRETHREN  EVANGELIST  by  the  Brethren  of  our  local 
churches,  will  do  more  than  any  other  one  thing  to  unite 
our  people  in  the  one  great  task  of  the  church,  and  to 
prevent  the  degeneration  of  our  churches  into  weakened, 
individual  units. 

Pastors,  church  leaders:  let's  get  the  greater  vision  of 
Denominational  service  by  obtaining  a-  wider  reading  of 
our  Denominational  news  through  complete  congregation- 
al coverage  by  100%  subscriptions  to  THE  BRETHREN 
EVANGELIST.— W.  S.  ,B. 

A  REMINDER— OHIO  CHURCHES 
SHIPSHEWANA  DAY 

On  Friday,  June  20,  1952,  at  the  Sixty-Ninth  Ohio  Dis- 
trict Conference,  a  motion  prevailed  that  each  church  in 
the  District  should  take  an  offering  on  what  should  be 
designated  as  "Shipshewana  Day,"  on  either  the  first  or 
second  Sunday  in  June,  said  offering  to  be  brought  to 
Conference  in  1953,  to  liquidate  the  debt  on  the  Shipshe- 
wana lots. 

J.  E.  Stookey,  Secretary. 
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CORINTH,  INDIANA 

We  held  our  W.  M.  S.  Public  Service  Wednesday  night, 
April  22nd.  Rev.  lE.  J.  Beekley  showed  his  pictures.  They 
surely  are  wonderful.  And  Brother  Beekley  presents  them 
in  such  a  wonderful  way. 

We  had  invited  four  other  Churches  who,  along  with 
the  Corinth  Church,  hold  Sunday  evening  Union  Servi- 
ces; also  combine  for  Daily  Vacation  Bible  .School.  Our 
crowd  wasn't  near  what  it  should  have  bf-en,  but  tho.se 
that  didn't  come  are  the  "losers"  because  Biother  .Beek- 
ley surely  has  a  wonderful  group  of  pictures. 

— Mrs.  Charles  C.  Greer. 

GEORGETOWN,  DELAWARE 

The  Geoi-getown,  Delaware  church  is  not  a  large  one 
from  the  standpoint  of  building  or  membership  but  I  felt 
its  real  might  in  many  other  ways.  It  is  a  church  that  is 
mighty  in  prayer  and  certainly  one  good  reason  for  this 
is  that  it  is  led  by  a  pastor  who  is  faithful  in  pi-ayer. 
I  have  never  been  in  a  church  where  the  congregational 
singing  was  so  spirited.  It  was  an  occasion  of  joy  to  me 
to  hear  these  good  people  sing  the  songs  of  the  Gospel. 
The  church  has  a  fine  choir  and  they  sang  beautiful,  help- 
ful, numbers  at  every  service  and  practiced  faithfully 
many  nights.  Mrs.  Christiansen  is  the  able  accompanist 
and  leader  in  the  practice. 

The  church  is  mighty  in  its  faithfulness.  3Iany  did  not 
miss  a  service  and  some  came  long  distances  to  be  there. 
The  meeting  was  held  the  two  weeks  immediately  preced- 
ing Easter  and  closing  Good  Friday  night.  The  Lord 
blessed  in  every  way  and  so  the  whole  experience  for  me 
was  a  most  happy  and  rewarding  one.  I  have  never  been 
treated  better  and  I  do  hereby  wish  to  thank  all  who  had 
a  part  in  the  meeting  in  any  way.  I  had  never  been  to 
Geoi'getown  before.  The  whole  trip  and  meeting  is  to  me 
memorable  and  thrilling.  It's  a  very  thrilling  experience 
to  cross  the  Chesapeake  Bay  by  Bridge.  And  it  is  thrill- 
ing to  see  the  Atlantic  as  I  did  one  day  at  Rehoboth.  But 
where  is  there  a  thrill  so  grand  as  seeing  people  take  a 
stand  for  Christ  and  of  having  Christian  fellowship  with 
God's  saints? 

I  felt  the  urge  to  wi'ite  a  book  while  there.  It  would 
be  the  biography  of  Sigurd  Einar  Christiansen,  and  I  told 
him  the  title  would  be  (of  this  dream  book) 
The  Saga  of  Sigurd  the  Saint.  For  Brother  Christiansen 
is  a  delightful  companion  and  can  draw  from  a  rich 
treasure  of  Christian  experience  which  goes  back  to  his 
youth  in  Norway  when  he  could  jump  79  feet  on  skis, 
and  where  he  mastered  several  trades.  I  urged  him  to 
write  many  of  the  things  he  told  me  in  his  humble,  gra- 
cious way.  They  would  be  profitable  reading  for  many 
others.  Of  course  nothing  will  et^ual  hearing  him  tell  some 
(Continued  on  Page  14 
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Topic  for  June  7,  1953 
THE  CHRISTLW  AND  HIS  RECRELATION 

I  Cor.  3:16,   17:  Romans  12:1,  2;  I  Tim.  4:8 

1.  OUR  OWN  GIL  DODDS:  "W^hen  Gil  Dodds  set  the 
world's  record  for  the  indoor  mile  at  4  minutes,  5.3  sec- 
onds, back  in  1948,  it  was  some  time  before  a  number  of 
Christians  would  believe  that  such  an  outstanding  ath- 
lete could  be  a  Christian.  It  took  many  more  even  longer 
to  be  convinced  that  while  Dodds  was  a  ministerial  can- 
didate, the  opportunities  which  he  had  to  witness  for 
Christ  to  the  unsaved  as  an  athlete  were  probably  great- 
er than  they  were  as  a  preacher."  (Christian  Life,  July 
1952). 

2.  ANOTHER  GREAT  ATHLETE!  This  past  summer 
with  the  Olympic  Games  in  Finland  claiming  front  page 
headlines.  Christians  were  treated  to  a  similar  spectacle 
in  the  person  of  Rev.  Robert  Richards,  generally  con- 
ceded to  be  the  top  pole-vaulter  in  the  world  today  and 
number  one  man  in  that  event  on  the  U.  S.  Olympic  team. 
It  is  Bob  Richards'  opinion  that  "too  many  Christians  do 
not  give  their  best  in  living  the  faith  in  which  they  be- 
lieve." "They  do  things  the  easy  way  instead  of  the  best 
way.  They  let  God  have  the  second  best  in  their  lives,  in- 
stead of  what  He  deserves — the  first."  Gil  Dodds  and  Bob 
Richards  both  try  desperately  to  win  in  the  field  of  sports, 
but  even  more  so  they  try  desperately  to  please  the  Lord 
in  their  Christian  life.  Some  time  this  fall,  Richards  ex- 
pects to  leave  his  teaching  job  and  become  a  full  time 
evangelist  for  his  church.  That  is,  full-time  except  for 
his  track  activity.  For  you  see,  like  Gil  Dodds,  he  believes 
his  testimony  for  Christ  can  be  just  as  effective  on  the 
track  as  it  is  in  the  pulpit. 

3.  YOUR  BODIES  ARE  TE.MPLES.  How  would  a  pic- 
ture of  your  past  week  look  to  your  critical  eye,  or  to 
the  eye  of  God?  At  what  points  was  it  a  well-spent 
week?  At  what  points  was  it  not  so  good?  Take  a  little 
time  right  now  to  note  your  weak  points  and  try  to  plan 
how  to  correct  them.  Is  physical  beauty  your  highest  aim 
in  life?  Do  you  long  to  be  the  superman  type?  Or,  do 
you  regard  your  body  as  the  dwelling  place  of  your  soul  ? 
Do  you  care  for  your  body  so  that  it  may  rule  you  or  do 
you  care  for  your  body  so  that  it  may  SERVE  you? 

4.  YOUR  BODY— SERVANT  OR  MASTER?  As  you 
have  planned  the  past  week  in  your  life,  day  by  day,  you 
probably  noticed  that  a  great  deal  of  your  time  was  given 
to  the  care  of  your  physical  body.  The  food  you  have 
eaten  has  had  for  its  purpose  the  building  of  a  strong 
body.  Cleanliness  of  body  has  been  one  of  the  keynotes 
of  your  daily  living.  The  bodily  comfort  of  yourself  and 
of  the  other  members  of  the  family  has  made  necessaiy 
mo.st  of  the  daily  chores.  Your  body  must  be  very  im- 
portant if  you  give  so  much  of  your  time  to  it.  When 
Paul   wrote  a  letter  of  advice  to    his    young    Christian 


friend,  Timothy,  he  said  .  .  .  "Train  yourself  in  godli- 
ness; for  while  bodily  training  is  of  some  value,  godli- 
ness is  of  value  in  every  way,  as  it  holds  promise  for 
the  present  life  and  also  for  the  life  to  come."  (I  Tim- 
othy 4:7b,  8). 

5.  WHEN  THE  BODY  TAKES  CONTROL.  Men  and 
women  of  Bible  times  had  many  of  the  same  problems 
with  their  bodies  as  you  have.  Remember  Samson  was 
the  superman  type.  You  will  find  his  story  in  Judges 
13-16).  Samson  seemed  able  to  conquer  any  physical  ob- 
stacle which  came  his  way.  He  boasted  of  his  strength. 
We  can  almost  see  him  flex  his  mighty  biceps  and  hear 
Mm  say,  "See  what  a  strong  fellow  I  am."  .But  his  body 
controlled  him  instead  of  becoming  a  smoothly  working 
part  of  his  total  self.  In  the  end  it  caused  him  to  stand, 
a  blinded  and  shackled  giant,  and  pull  a  building  down 
upon  himself  and  those  within  it.  How  often  those  who 
worship  their  bodies  pull  the  house  of  life  down  upon 
themselves  to  their  own  destruction.  Rev.  Gil  Dodds  would 
say  to  you  young  people  to  let  the  Spirit  of  God  take 
control  of  your  body  and  then  you  could  truly  live  life  at 
its  best. 

6.  LEARN  FROM  THEIR  MISTAKES.  You  remember 
the  story  of  the  brothers,  Jacob  and  Esau.  Esau  was  a 
man  with  a  strong  body.  He  loved  to  roam  out  of  doors. 
Esau  could  hunt  and  fish.  He  often  brought  home  a  deer 
and  cooked  an  appetizing  venison  stew  for  his  father.  To 
him  this  was  the  greatest  recreation.  Esau  was  his  fath- 
er's favorite  and,  as  the  elder  son,  he  possessed  the 
birthright.  This  meant  that,  according  to  the  customs  of 
the  day,  he  would  inherit  twee  as  much  of  his  father's 
property  as  any  other  child  in  the  family.  Jacob,  the 
younger  brother,  was  a  man  with  a  crafty  mind.  Esau 
let  his  body  and  its  desires  master  him.  Jacob  used  his 
craftiness  of  mind  to  cheat  Esau  and  eventually  to  bring 
ti'ouble  to  himself.  Neither  Esau  nor  Jacob  developed  his 
mind  and  body  and  spirit  in  a  well-balanced  personality. 
Read  one  story  about  them  in  Genesis  25:27-34.  For  a  bit 
of  food  when  he  was  hungry,  Esau  sold  his  birthright. 
But  still  YOUNG  PEOPLE  you  may  sell  possession  more 
valuable  than  birthrights  for  the  sake  of  satisfying  the 
powerful  desires  of  your  physical  appetite  or  harmful  rec- 
reation which  you  could  indulge  in.  When  the  time  comes 
that  you  must  choose,  can  you  say  NO  to  your  body,  or 
do  you  let  your  body  rule  over  you  ? 

7.  SELLING  YOUR  BIRTHRIGHT  TODAY.  You  may 

study  in  your  hygiene  books  about  the  bad  effects  of 
tobacco  on  the  body.  You  read  often  of  great  athletes 
like  Gil  Dodds  who  refuse  to  use  it.  Yet,  when  the  gang 
gets  down  on  the  corner  after  dark  and  someone  says, 
"So  you're  a  sissy,  huh?" — what  do  you  do?  Have  you 
the  courage  of  your  convictions  to  stand  for  what  you 
know  is  right?  To  some  of  you  will  come  the  temptation 
to  use  alcoholic  drinks.  From  the  days  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment until  today  wise  men  have  been  saying,  "Wine  is 
a  mocker,  strong  drink  a  brawler;  and  whosoever  erreth 
thereby  is  not  wise."  (Proverbs  20:1).  Drink  costs  the 
American  people  almost  nine  billion  dollars  annually.  It 
causes  many  of  the  automobile  accidents  and  much  of  the 
suffering  through  disease  by  which  the  people  of  oui- 
countiy  are  afflicted.  Many  homes  are  broken  up  because 
of  drunkenness.  It  is  hard  to  estimate  the  damage  done 
to  the  bodies  and  minds  of  men  through  alcoholic  bev- 
erages. You  see,  God  has  created  His  world,  and  put  al- 
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cohol  in  it,  but  not  for  men  to  drink  themselvo.s  to  ovor- 
lasting  judgment  and  defeat.  Alcohol  has  many  good 
uses.  For  instance,  it  is  a  valuable  anti-freezc.  Are  you 
smart  enough  to  use  God's  gifts  only  in  the  way  (Uxl  in- 
tended that  they  be  used  ? 

8.  YOU  ARE  GOD'S  TEMPLE.  "Do  you  not  know 
tliat  you  are  God's  temple  and  that  God's  Spirit  dwells 
in  you?  If  any  one  destroys  God's  temple,  God  will  de- 
stroy him.  For  God's  temple  is  holy,  and  that  temple 
you  are."  (I  Corinthians  3:16,  17.)  As  Gil  Dodds  would 
say,  remember  you  are  God's  holy  temple.  Treat  youi- 
body  with  respect  in  your  recreation  and  life.  God  has 
civen  us  bodies  as  dwelling  places  for  the  mind  and  soul. 
Let  us,  too,  keep  them  strong  and  beautiful  so  they  may 
serve  our  best  selves  and  above  all  our  Master  and  Lord, 
Jesus  Christ. 


Vrayer  Tfleetmg 
Studies 

15i/  Q.  It.  §ihner 


BACKSLIDING 

BACKSLIDING  IS  TURNING  from  God  (1  Kings  11:9, 
10).  It  is  leaving  the  first  love  (Rev.  2:4).  It  is  de- 
parting from  the  simplicity  of  the  Gospel  (2  Cor.  11:3; 
Gal.  3:1-3;  5:4,  7).  God  is  displeased  at  backsliding 
(Psalm  78:57,  59),  and  warns  against  it  (Psalm  85:8;  1 
Cor.  10:12).  Its  guilt  is  certain  to  bring  fearful  conse- 
quences (Num.  14:43;  Psalm  125:5;  Isaiah  59:9-11;  Jer. 
5:6;  8:5-13;  15:6;  Luke  9:62).  It  is  bound  to  bring  its  own 
punishment  (Prov.  14:14;  Jer.  2:19). 

Backsliding  is  due  to  a  haughty  spirit  (Prov.  16:18). 
It  is  caused  by  a  lack  of  worship  (Heb.  10:25;  Hose,a 
11:7b).  We  ai'e  prone  to  wander  and  to  leave  the  God  we 
love  (Hosea  11:7a).  The  carnal  nature  gets  ascendency 
over  the  new  nature  (Matt.  26:41;  Rom.  7:15).  Even  good 
people  have  to  watch  themselves  lest  they  give  way  to  a 
besetting  sin  (Heb.  12:1).  The  saints  may  be  led  away 
by  the  error  of  the  wicked  (2  Peter  3:17).  The  love  of 
many  will  wax  cold  because  of  abounding  iniquity  in  the 
end-time  (Matt.  24:14;  2  Thess.  2:1-3).  The  sins  of  omis- 
sion and  inactivity  will  cause  a  falling  away  (2  Peter 
1:8-10).  To  condone  our  sins  is  to  backslide  (Romans 
14:22).  The  backslider  is  liable  to  continue  and  to  increase 
in  his  backsliding  (Jer.  8:5;  14:7).  Only  a  Christian  can 
become  a  backslider.  The  Bible  contains  many  examples 
of  backsliding  (Israel;  Exodus  32:8;  Neh.  9:26;  Jer.  3:11; 
Hosea  4:16.  Saul:  1  Sam.  15:11.  Solomon:  1  Kings  11:3, 
4.  Peter:  Matt.  26:70-74). 

Every  plea  in  the  way  of  exhortation  is  given  in  Scrip- 
ture to  the  backslider  to  return  to  God  from  his  back- 
sliding (2  Chron.  30:6;  Isaiah  31:6;  Jer.  3:12,  14,  22; 
Hosea  6:1).  The  backslider  will  be  punished  for  tempting 
others  to  the  sin  of  backsliding  (Prov.  28:10);  Matt. 
18:6).  We  are  to  endeavor  to  bring  back  those  guilty  of 
backsliding  (Gal.  6:1;  James  5:19,  20).  God  may  send  af- 
flictions to  heal  backsliding  (Hosea  5:15).  The  sin  of 
backsliding  is  to  be  confessed  (Isaiah  59:12-14;  Jer.  3:13, 
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14;  14:7-9;.  The  back.slider  in  to  pray  to  he  rent/^rcl 
(Psalm  80:3;  85:4;  Lam.  5:21).  He  Ih  not  hopfilfcKu  if  he 
will  repent  fPsalm  37:24;  Prov.  24:10).  If  he  will  turn  he 
is  promised  pardon  (2  Chron.  7:14;  J<.t.  3:12;  31:20; 
36:3),  and  healing  (Jer.  3:22;  Ho.sca  14:4;.  The  backi^lider 
deserves  nothing  good  from  God,  but  God  in  HIh  go<Klnf;t»;< 
has  made  him  many  promises  if  we  will  repent  (Komans 
2:4).  Remember  the;  story  of  the  Prodigal  Son  and  how 
the   Father   welcomed  him   home    (Luke    15:20)1 

"Retu)n,  retui-n  thee  to  thine  only  rest 

Lone  pilgrim  of  the  world, 
Fai-  erring  from  the  fold, 

By   the  dark   night  and   risen   storms  distre.ssed. 
List,  weary   lamb,  the   Shepherd's  anxious  voice, 

And  once  again  with  His  arms  rejoice. 

"Return,  retuin  to  thy  forsaken  Friend 

So  long  despised,  forgot. 
That  now,  thou  wandering  heart,  'twere  just 

If  He  should  "know  thee  not." 
Yet  on,  press  on,  towards  the  mercy  seat, 

And  if  thou  perish,  perish  at  His  feet. 

"Him   have   we   piecerd:   Oh   we  come,   we  come. 

Our  hearts  are  broken.  Lord. 
It  needs  not  voice  or  word ; 

One  only  look  brought  Peter  back  of  yore. 
How  bitterly  we  weep  as  once  he  wept. 

Henceforth,  oh,  keep  us  and  we  shall  be  kept." 

Blessed,   indeed,  are  those   who  keep  from   backsliding 
(Prov.  28:14;  Isaiah  26:3,  4;  Col.  1:21-23).  Backsliding  is 

hateful  to  the  saints  (Psalm  101:3). 


Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vanafor 


Lesson  for  June  7,   1953 

PRINCIPLES  OF  CHRISTIAN  STEWARDSHIP 
Lesson:  2   Corinthians  9 

CHRISTIAN  STEWARDSHIP  is  coming  more  and 
more  to  the  front  in  the  thinking  and  activities  of 
the  churches,  and  as  yet  it  is  one  of  the  most  misimder- 
stood  subjects  to  be  found  in  the  work  of  the  Lord. 

We  have  been  so  in  the  habit  of  thinking  of  steward- 
ship in  relation  to  financial  contributions  that  we  fail  to 
realize  that,  while  this  is  an  important  part  of  the  sub- 
ject, yet  it  is  only  one  phase  of  a  great  field  of  semce 
for  the  Master. 

When  Paul  wrote  the  words  of  our  printed  text,  he  was, 
of  course,  thinking  in  terms  of  aid  to  be  given  to  those 
in  need.  And  probably  a  large  portion  of  our  study  should 
be  related  to  our  financial  obligations  as  they  i-elate  to 
the  work  of  the  church  at  large.  Tiiis,  of  course,  would 
briiog  up  the  subject  of  "Tithing"  with  all  of  its  implica- 
tions as  to  the  difference  between  "tithes"  which  we  are 
to  "pay"  and  the  "offerings"  we  are  to  "give."  This  we 
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have  discussed  at  some  length  in  previous  lessons,  so  let 
us  simply  say  in  this  connection  tliat  'tithing"  and  mone- 
tary considerations  are  merely  a  paat  of  the  groat  sub- 
ject of  Stewaixlship. 

There  are  other  important  phases  that  must  be  con- 
sidered, such  as,  our  time,  our  talents,  our  sen'ice,  our 
witnessing,  and  others  which  you  might  name.  For  if 
these  ai"e  i-eally  considei-ed  and  the  life  really  given  over 
to  their  real  purpose  in  the  Christian  evaluation  of  the 
entire  scope  of  li\nng,  then  there  will  be  no  quibbling  or 
discussion   over   the   matter  of   "tithes   and   offerings." 

Let  us  look  at  the  Stewardship  of  Time.  How  much  of 
your  time  do  you  really  owe  to  God,  and  how  much  do 
you  really  give  to  Him?  If  you  have  stopped  to  ponder  on 
the  above  question,  you  should  find  a  feeling  of  shame 
creeping  over  you,  for  whether  we  realize  it  or  not  the 
Word  still  says,  "Ye  are  not  your  oA\'n,  ye  are  bought 
with  a  price."  Your  "time"  is  not  your  oA\'n. 

How  about  your  Talents  ?  Who  gave  you  a  mind  and  an 
ability  to  use  it?  Who  put  the  talents  in  your  hands  and 
made  it  possible  for  you  to  use  them  and  express  your- 
self through  them  ?  Remember  the  Lord  gives  to  each 
"according  to  his  several  ability!" 

How  about  the  Stewardship  of  Sei-vice  ?  How  well  the 
Psalmist  has  expressed  it  when  he  asks,  "What  shall  I 
render  unto  the  Lord  for  all  His  benefits?"  To  render 
means  "to  serve,"  to  "do  for"  and  such  service  should 
be  in  thanksgiving  for  "all  the  benefits"  we  have  re- 
ceived from  Him.  Real  stewardship  of  service  means  that 
we  willingly  'serve  the  Lord  with  gladness." 

How  about  the  Stewardship  of  Witnessing?  Does  our 
life  speak  daily  of  our  companionship  with  the  Lord? 
Are  we  "living  epistles,  known  and  read  of  all  men,"  as 
we  speak  through  word  and  deed  of  our  love  for  Christ? 
Do  we  love  Him  so  much  that  we,  like  Peter  and  John 
who,  in  the  face  of  great  opposition,  stood  up  and  said, 
"We  cannot  but  speak  the  things  we  have  seen  and 
heard!"   That   is   the    Stewardship   of   Witnessing." 

If  we  have  thought  this  through,  then  we  have  come 
to  a  new  knowledge  of  the  real  principles  of  Christian 
Stewardship  and  we  will  act  accordingly. 
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of  these  truth-is-stranger-than-fiction  stories.  He  is 
without  doubt  the  most  prayerful  kind  of  pastor  and  his 
answers  to  prayer  are  many  even  as  they  were  in  this 
meeting.  Brother  Christiansen  is  a  scholar.  He  studied 
late  every  night  I  was  there  and  the  evidence  of  his 
studies  are  many,  too.  He  and  Mrs.  Christiansen  were 
most  gracious  in  their  treatment  of  me  and  I  really  felt 
ver\'  much  at  home  in  this  white  hou.se  over  which  Mamie 
is  al.so  First  Lady.  Every  consideration  was  given  by  the 
Christiansens  as  to  my  comfort  and  health. 

This  is  the  only  church  of  our  denomination  in  Dela- 
ware, but  local  Church  of  the  Brethren  pastors  in  distant 
points,  each  made  a  visit  to  our  meeting.  .Brother  Sherfy, 
pastor  at  Denton,  Maryland,  helpfully  arranges  for 
Brother  Christiansen  to  use  the  Denton  Church  of  the 
Brethren  for  baptismal  services. 


The  good  women  of  this  church  are  like  our  Brethrei 
in  other  states,  wonderful  cooks  and  good  home  makers 
For  all  the  good  food  and  generous  offering  and  the  loya 
attendance,  and  good  music  I  am  very  grateful.  And  I  an 
gi'ateful  for  this  opportunity  of  getting  to  know  the 
Christiansens  better.  I  am  convinced  that  the  Brethrei 
church  should  hear  a  gi^eat  deal  more  from  him  ,as  lEvange- 
gelist,  Bible  teacher,  and  writer.  His  talents  deserve:  tc 
be  more  widely  used  .aJnong  us.  The  world  has  all  toe 
few  of  such  humble  and  heroic  saints.  I  am  thankful  tc 
have  had  this  blessed  fellowship  with  him.  May  the  Lore 
richly  bless  all  these  faithful  brethren. 

— John  F.  Locke. 


MOUNT  PLEASANT,  PENNSYLVANIA 

The  First  Brethi-en  Church  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Penn- 
sylvania, closed  a  very  successful  Evangelistic  Meeting 
with  the  observance  of  the  three-fold  Communion  service 
on  lEaster  Sunday  moi'ning. 

Rev.  D.  C.  White,  a  former  pastor  of  this  church,  was 
the  Evangelist.  He  brought  us  12  challenging  messages 
from  God's  Word.  As  a  result  of  these  meetings,  5  made 
the  public  confession  to  accept  Jesus  Christ  as  their 
Savior.  They  were  baptized  by  the  writer  and  received 
into  the  fellowship  of  the  Church.  Several  rededicated 
their  lives  to  Christ.  We  had  30  around  the  tables  for 
our  Communion  Service. 

— George  J.  King,  Pastor. 

TIOSA,  INDIANA 

A  few  lines  to  let  you  know  what  we  are  doing  at 
Tiosa.  We  are  well  into  our  second  year  with  Rev.  Wayne 
Swihart  as  our  Pastor.  We  have  enjoyed  the  Swihart  fam- 
ily very  much,  and  feel  that  the  children  have  found  a 
place  in  the  hearts  of  the  congregation.  There  are  four: 
Ann,    the   oldest,   Tom,   David  and   Nancy,   the   youngest. 

At  Christmas,  we  had  a  party  for  our  Pastor  and  fam- 
ily in  the  basement  of  the  church.|  We  had  a  buffet  sup- 
per, and  afterward,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Lewis  showed 
pictures  of  the  Christmas  story,  followed  by  a  very  de- 
lightful story  told  by  Brother  Swihart.  At  the  close,  a 
table  full  of  gifts  was  waiting  for  the   Swiharts. 

On  February  1st,  four  were  received  into  the  church  by 
baptism,  among  them  being  the  Pastor's  daughter,  Ann. 

We  had  a  good  attendance  Easter  Sunday  morning,  and 
Sunday  evening  the  young  people  presented  a  lovely 
pageant.  lEaster  Monday  night,  we  held  our  annual  bis- 
cuit and  maple  syrup  supper. 

We  have  some  busy  weeks  ahead,  for  which  we  are 
thankful,  for  we  feel  it  is  good  for  a  church  to  be  busy. 
Our  W.  M.  S.  was  fortunate  to  get  Rev.  Eugene  J.  Beek- 
ley,  from  our  Warsaw  Church,  to  come  and  show  pictures 
of  his  recent  trip  to  the  Holy  Land,  on  April  24th.  On 
May  7th,  our  annual  Mother  and  Daughter's  banquet  was 
held;  on  May  18th,  our  church  is  scheduled  to  be  host  to 
the  Southern  Indiana  Laymen's  meeting. 

We  are  already  laying  plans  for  an  Evangelistic  meet- 
ing to  be  held  this  fall. 

Our   attendance,  both   morning  and   evening,  has  been 
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encouraging.   Our  prayer   is   that   not   only   our   numbrrs, 
but  our  spirit  will  grow  continually. 

—Mrs.   Frank  Lee,  Cor.   Sec. 

REPORT  FROM   WASHINGTON 

The  Washington  .Brethren  Church  owes  much  to  our 
Mission  Board  a^nd  to  its  many  friends  throughout  the 
Brotherhood.  Without  their  splendid  support,  our  work 
would  probably  not  exist  today.  We  take  this  opportunity, 
then,  to  bring  to  our  many  friends  this  "progress  report," 
and  to  request  a  continuing  interest  in  your  prayers. 

About  December  1st  of  last  year.  Brother  Clarence  S. 
Fairbanks  closed  a  10-year  pastorate  here,  to  assume  his 
new  work  at  Ashland.  He  had  been  our  pastor  almost 
from  the  beginning  of  the  work  here,  laboring  together 
with  us  through  this  most  difficult  period.  In  addition 
to  his  lasting  contributions  to  the  work  of  the  church  it- 
self, seldom  has  a  pastor  left  behind  him  ,a  gi-eater  pro- 
portion of  loyal  friends  and  well-wishers  after  10  years 
of  work. 

When  it  was  first  learned  that  we  must  secure  a  new 
pastor,  a  committee  was  appointed  for  this  purpose.  At 
their  first  meeting,  it  was  their  unanimous  feeling  that 
we  should  have  Brother  J.  Ray  Klingensmith,  if  he  was 
available.  Skipping  over  the  many  intei-vening  details, 
early  in  January  he  became  our  new  pastor,  his  family 
arriving  toward  the  end  of  that  month.  The  leading  of 
the  Lord  has  been  apparent  in  many  details,  and  the 
over-all  picture  of  the  work  here  never  looked  brighter. 

Brother  Klingensmith's  ministry  places  much  emphasis 
on  Bible  teaching  and  Bible  study,  and  the  increased  at- 
tendance (especially  on  Wednesday  evenings),  is  evidence 
of  the  hunger  of  people  for  the  Word — even  in  these 
days. 

Emphasis  is  also  given  to  the  prayer  life  and  to  per- 
sonal visitation  and  soul  winning.  Since  the  first  of  the 
year  two  intensive  campaigns  of  visitation  have  been 
made.  The  first  was  primarily  among  outsiders  and  the  in- 
active; the  second,  primarily  among  the  church  member- 
ship, to  promote  a  "friendly  families"  feeling  and  atti- 
tude within  the  group. 

In  this  visitation  program,  of  course,  the  pastor  has 
taken  a  most  active  part,  and  his  green  Hudson  has  al- 
ready become  a  familiar  sight.  As  a  related  activity,  a 
number  of  the  members  are  also  using -their  cars  for  the 
Lord  ,and  a  good  many  children  from  non-Brethren  homes 
are  being  brought  to  Sunday  school  and  church.  Through 
this  service,  some  of  the  parents  are  also  being  reached. 

At  a  well  attended  evening  service,  four  new  members 
were  recently  baptized  and  received  into  the  church.  We 
are  confident  that  others  will  be  baptized  soon. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  pastor,  one  of  the  smaller 
rooms  in  the  church  has  been  fairly  well  furnished  and 
equipped  as  a  pastor's  study  and  office.  During  the  morn- 
ing hours  of  each  day  Brother  Klinkensmith  is  to  be 
found  in  his  "office,"  where  he  spends  much  time  in  the 
studies  so  essential  for  vital  messages,  and  in  prayer 
for  the  spintual  needs  of  his  congregation.  This  arrange- 
ment is  new  to  us  and,  we  believe,  to  most  Brethren  con- 
gregations, but  already  it  has  proved  very  helpful.  People 
seem  to  feel  much  more  free  to  bring  their  o\\ti  problems 
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or  congn;gational  matU;rH  to  the  pastor  there,  for  discus- 
sion and  hrilp,  than  they  would  among  the  di»tractJon«  yf 
family  life  in  the  parsonage. 

More  recognition  generally  should  Pxi  given  to  our  pas- 
tors' families.  Sister  Fairbanks  was  very  active  In  work- 
ing with  the  children,  the  W.  M.  S.,  S.  .M.  .M.,  and  with 
other  related  activities  of  the  church.  Similarly,  Sister 
Klingensmith  is  already  teaching  one  of  the  adult  Bible 
classes;  Janet  has  substituted  as  teacher  for  one  of  the 
children's  classes,  and  has  been  of  no  small  help  at  the 
piano.  Both  sing  in  the  choir,  and  have  given  valuable 
help  in  many  ways. 

We  still  have  our  problems,  of  course,  not  the  least  of 
which  is  the  lack  of  space  (and  the  resulting  confusion). 
It  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  "shoe-horn"  our 
increasing  attendance  into  the  available  space  in  our 
present  basement  unit.  The  poor  economy  of  having  to 
rent  a  parsonage  in  this  high-rent  area  also  gives  us  no 
little  concei-n.  Nevertheless,  in  addition  to  the  more  tangi- 
ble items  already  refeiTed  to,  there  is  among  the  people 
as  a  whole  a  sense  of  renewed  dedication  and  a  will  to 
work  that  speaks  well  for  the  future. 

Thoburn  C.  Lyon. 
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On  Tuesday  evening,  May  19th,  the  Editor  was  pri\-i- 
leged  to  bring  the  Commencement  address  for  the  grad- 
uating Class  of  the  Riverside  Christian  Training  School, 
at  Lost  Creek,  Kentucky.  This  was  our  first  \"isit  to  our 
Mission  at  Lost  Creek. 

The  Brethren  Church  should  be  profoundly  appreciative 
of  the  lifetime  of  work  which  has  been  put  into  this  work 
by  Bi-other  and  Sister  Drushal,  and  those  who  have 
worked  with  them.  The  Drushals  have  rounded  out  46 
years  of  labor  in  this  work.  This  is  no  small  record,  and 
merits  the  recognition  of  the  Brethren  Church.  Many 
times  they  have  labored  and  gone  on  when  the  only  as- 
sets were  faith  and  prayer. 

The  fruits  of  their  labors  are  many.  Out  of  this  grade 
and  High  School  have  come  those  who  became  preach- 
ers, missionaries,  school  teachers  and  school  administra- 
tors. 

The  faculty  members,  and  the  people  of  the  commun- 
ity, as  we  were  able  to  speak  with  them,  speak  well  of 
the  work  of  the  Drushals.  The  Church  was  full  for  the 
service.  The  graduates  did  well  in  presenting  their  part 
of  the  program.  We  want  to  make  special  mention  of  the 
girls'  chorus  which  furnished  the  special  music  for  the 
program  in  the  form  of  a  gospel  anthem.  The  chorus,  con- 
taining a  dozen  or  more  High  School  girls,  is  under  the 
direction  of  Miss  Adah  Drushal.  She  has  trained  them  to 
where  the  gii-ls  bring  out  the  full  quality  and  depth  of 
their  voices  and  of  the  message  of  the  anthem. 

May  the  blessings  of  the  Lord  continue  to  be  upon  the 
Drushals  and  their  work  for  the  Lord  in  this  very  needy 
field  in  Kentucky. 

'Bye  for  Xow. 

W.   S.  B.  Editor. 
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A  sparkling:,  snowy-white,  three- 
piece  onseniblo,  desijjned  with  the 
cliild  in  mind.  The  cherry  red  dec- 
orations and  texts  have  appealing 
child  interest  and  are  permanently 
baked  on  each  piece.  Set  made  of 
dui*able  opaque  glass.  Plate  is  seven 
inches  in  diameter;  cereal  bowl  is 
two  inches  deep,  with  a  five  inch  di- 
ameter; the  tumbler  is  four  inches 
high.  .\11  three  pieces  packed  in 
beautiful  gift  box. 

Price — per  set  .$1.00 

Each  piece  may  be  had  individually 
(unboxed)     Per  piece  35c 

Twelve  or  more  pieces  (unboxed) 

Per  piece  30c 

Please  add  20c  for  mailing  costs. 


Order   from:  'Ihe  Brethren   Publishing  Co. 

524  College  Ave.    Ashland,  Ohio 


MILK  MUOS 
WITH  TABLE  GRACES 

These  attractive  little  white  mugs 
are  designed  especially  for  children. 
The  interesting  colorful  decorations 
are  in  harmony  with  the  verses  they 
illustrate.  Entire  design  and  w^ord- 
ing  permanently  processed  into  the 
mug.  Will  not  wash  or  scrape  off. 
Practical,  appealing  and  valuable  to 
teach  table  prayers  of  thankfulness. 
Just  the  thing  for  the  little  folks. 
Four  different  graces  and  designs 
boxed  in  sets  of  two,  in  an  attrac- 
tive gift  box.  Price  per  set  of  two 
(order  by  number)    65c 

2361  set — God  is  great,  God  is  good 
We  thank  Him  for  our  food. 

Thank   you   for  the  birds  that 

sing, 
Thank  you,  God,  for  everything. 

2363  set— Lord,    I    thank    Thee    for 
today. 
For  my   food,   my    work,    and 
play. 

Thank  you  for  the  things    we 

eat, 
Th<ank   you   for   the    earth    so 

sweet. 

Please  add  20c  for  mailing  costs. 
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Without  Health 

Without  Wealth 

Without   Fame 

Without  A  Great  Name 
Without   Learning 

Without   Big    Earning 
Without   Culture 

Without    Beauty 

Without    Friends 
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WITHOUT  TEN  THOUSAND  OTHER  THINGS 


BUT  HE  CAN  NEVER  GO  TO 
HEAVEN  WITHOUT  CHRIST! 
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Items  of  general  Interest 


MAURERTOWN,  VIRGINIA.  The  Laymen  of  the 
Maurertown  church  vi'ere  helped  in  their  organizational 
meeting  recently  by  Mr.  Isaac  Litton  of  Hagerstown, 
Marj'land,  District  La>Tnen  President. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Litton  was  the  guest  speaker  at  the 
Maurertown  Mother-Daughter  Banquet,  held  the  same 
evening  as  the  above  mentioned  Laymen's  meeting,  May 
13th. 

GATEWOOD,  W.  VA.  The  Youth  Crusaders  Group 
started  their  summer's  activity  program  with  a  weiner 
roast  at  the  home  of  one  of  their  members  recently. 

WAYNESBORO,  PA.,  WAYNE  HEIGHTS  BRETHREN. 
Brother  N.  V.  Leatherman  writes  in  his  bulletin 
concerning  their  dedication  day,  "Many  were  the  remarks 
of  appreciation  for  the  dedication  program  with  so  many 
fine  speakers.  Thanks  to  all  for  their  excellent  contribu- 
tion, particularly  our  guest  speakers.  Brethren  Clayton 
Berkshire  and  E.  M.  Riddle." 

Brother  Leatherman  also  writes  concerning  the  week 
of  services  which  followed  the  dedication,  in  which  .Broth- 
er John  F.  Locke  was  the  speaker:  "It  was  fi  wise  move  to 
have  planned  for  the  post-dedicatory  services.  Brother 
Locke  won  many  friends  for  us  in  the  community  as  well 
as  refreshing  the  membership  of  the  church." 

BERLIN,  PENNA.  An  appreciation  banquet  for  the 
two  chf)irs  of  the  Berlin  Church  was  held  on  May  19th. 


Brother  Lyle  Lichtenberger  comments,  "These  choirs  are 
doing  such  a  splendid  piece  of  work  for  the  Lord  and  our 
church." 

VINCO,  PENNA.  Holy  Communion  Sei-vices  were  held 
at  1:00  P.  M.  and  7:00  P.  M.  on  Sunday,  May  17th. 

For  stone  for  their  new  Sunday  School  addition,  the 
Vinco  Church  hopes  to  save  $2,000.00  in  quarring  and 
hauling  costs  by  having  the  work  done  by  volunteer  la- 
bor by  the  men  of  the  church.  The  stone  is  being  obtained 
from  a  near-by  farm. 

JONES  MILLS,  PENNA.  The  W.  M.  S.  Public  Service 
is  scheduled  for  June  7th,  with  the  S.  M.  M.  Public  Ser- 
vice to  be  held  on  June  14th. 

CAMERON,  W.  VA.  A  dedication  service  for  chil- 
dren is  planned  for  June  7th. 

Plans  for  Bible  School  are  shaping  up  for  the  Cameron 
and  Quiet  Dell  churches.  The  Quiet  Dell  school  will  be 
held  in  the  mornings  and  the  Cameron  school  in  the  af- 
ternoons of  the  two  weeks  beginning  June  8th. 

AKRON,  OHIO,  FIRESTONE  PARK  BRETHREN. 
Robert  Dawn,  well  known  Baritone  soloist,  presented  a 
program  of  familiar  hymns,  negro  spirituals  and  other 
sacred  songs,  in  the  Firestone  Park  Church  on  Sunday 
evening,  May  17th. 

LOUISVILLE,  OHIO.  A  Bible  Drama  entitled,  "The 
Church  in  Glory,"  was  presented  in  the  Louisville  Church, 
Thursday  evening,  May  21st.  With  two  acts,  and  nine 
scenes,  it  pictured  the  scene  in  Heaven  following  the 
Rapture  of  the  Church. 

GRATIS,  OHIO.     .Brother  William  S.  Crick  will  serve^ 
as  the  Dean  of  the  Gratis  Community  Vacation  Church 
School  to  be  conducted  in  the  Public  School  building,  be- 
gimiing  June  1st. 

BRYAN,  OHIO.  The  Bryan  Church  held  a  youth  ban 
quet  for  their  young  people  on  May  25th.  Brother  Charles 
R.  Munson,  National  Director  of  Brethren  Youth, 
was  the  speaker.  Brother  Munson  reports  a  very  fine  at- 
tendance, interest,  and  program. 

Brother  Alvin  H.  Grumbling  has  started  sending  out  a 
news  letter  to  his  congregation. 

On  May  14th,  the  mother-daughter  banquet  was  held. 
Mrs.  C.  Y.  Gilmer  of  Huntington,  Indiana,  was  the  guest 
speaker. 

NAPPANEE,  INDIANA.  The  .Brethren  Youth  Ambas- 
sador Quartet  was  in  Nappanee  on  Sunday,  May  24th, 
bringing    special    music    and    messages. 

Returned  missionaries  from  Argentina,  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Robert  Byler,  were  present  in  the  Nappanee  Church  on 
May  31st.  Mrs.  Byler  was  scheduled  to  bring  the  mes- 
sage,  as   a   part   of   the   Sisterhood   Public   Program. 

PERU,  INDIANA.  Brother  Milton  Bowman  was  the 
High   School   Baccalaureate  speaker  on  May  24th.  | 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  Something  new  in  the  way 
of  methods  for  raising  money  for  their  Brethren  Youth 
project  has  been  tried  by  the  Elkhart  young  people.  On 
a  recent  Saturday,  they  set  up  a  "Car-Wash,"  getting 
.$1.50  for  a  wash,  and  $6.00  for  ;a.  polish  job. 

Rev.    Ernest    Minegar,    pastor    of    the    College    Comer 

(Continued  on  page  6) 
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ON  PAGE  NINE  of  this  issue,  we  have  listed  the 
places  and  dates  of  our  Brethren  young  people's 
camps.  The  information  was  provided  by  the  National 
Sunday  School  Association,  and  is  part  of  a  poster  which, 
by  this  time,  should  be  in  evidence  in  your  church. 

When  we  think  of  summer  camps,  there  comes  to  this 
scribe  a  feeling  of  nostalgia,  inbred  through  the  years 
of  our  associations  in  our  .Brethren  young  people's  camps. 
Our  first  experience  came  as  a  member  of  the  student 
body  of  the  first  year  of  Camp  Juniata,  back  in  1933,  in 
Pennsylvania.  Three  years  as  a  student,  and  then  through 
the  intervening  years  as  a  helper  and  instructor  in  var- 
ious of  our  camps,  has  convinced  us  of  the  value  of  the 
Brethren  Church  camping  program. 

The  tremendous  growth  of  attendance,  and  the  constant 
enlargement  of  the  camping  program  is  attestation  of  its 
value.  Let  us  consider  some  of  these  values. 

First,  the  Spiritaal  values.  Primarily,  the  camping 
program,  sponsored  by  the  church,  is  spiritual  in  nature. 
Ministers,  Christian  teachers  and  workers  devote  their 
time  and  talents  to  the  spiritual  development  of  our 
young  people.  In  morning  watch,  classes,  chapel,  vesper 
talks,  camp-fire  meditations,  cabin  devotions,  songs,  cho- 
ruses, and  personal  consultations,  our  young  people  are 
made  aware  of  God's  nearness,  and  of  His  desire  to  draw 
them  close  to  Him  through  Jesus  Christ. 

We  cannot,  this  side  of  eternity,  begin  to  evaluate  the 
spiritual  good  which  has  come  as  a  result  of  our  camping 
program.  In  the  out-of-doors,  away  from  the  common  dis- 
tractions of  life,  young  people  are  encouraged  to  give 
ear  to  the  call  of  God  for  their  lives.  Many  a  minister, 
missionary,  or  other  Christian  worker  can,  today,  look 
back  on  a  camp  fire,  vesper  talk,  a  quiet  meditative  mo- 
ment in  camp  as  the  turning  point  in  their  lives,  which 
led  them  to  a  definite  yielding  of  themselves  to  Christ's 
call.  The  response  of  youth  to  the  call  of  reconsecration 
and  service  in  our  camps  would  put  many  an  adult  and 
many  a  church  to  shame.  In  our  camps,  our  young  peo- 
ple are  brought  face  to  face  with  Christ,  and  many 
answer  His  call. 

Second,  the  Fellowship  values.  For  a  week,  young  peo- 
ple are  in  a  different  kind  of  environment.  From  the 
normal  (some  Christian,  some  not  Christian)  association 
of  the  average  community  our  young  people  go  to  this 
environment  which  is  basically  Christian  in  nature.  For 
many  young  people,  it  is  their  first,  and  often  their  only 
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experience  of  living  away  from  home.  Here  they  learn 
lessons  of  living  together  that  often  are  learned  the  hard 
way  in  the  home  community.  It  is  fortunate  that  in  thesf 
"away  from  home"  situations  that  they  can  be  in  a  Chris- 
tian camp  under  careful  and  Christian  supervision. 

The  friendships  made  in  camp  last  for  life.  Here,  Breth- 
ren young  people  leam  to  know  other  Brethren  young 
people  from  the  other  clTurches  in  the  District.  Thus  the 
Brethren  Church  becomes  more  real  and  more  meaningful 
to  them.  As  local  churches,  as  Distiucts,  as  a  Denomi- 
nation, the  Brethren  Church  benefits  from  this  type  of 
association. 

Third,  the  Physical  values.     Fresh  air,  team  work,  skill. 

competative  games,  all  lend  themselves  to  an  improvement 
of  the  physical  body.  This  is  not  neglected  in  our  camps, 
nor  is  it  over  emphasized.  Our  camp  leaders  seek  to  keep 
a  well  balanced  program  of  all  phases  of  camp  life  in  ef- 
fect. We  have  listed  these  three  phases  of  camp  life  to 
give  an  idea  of  that  which  takes  place  in  our  camps.  Up- 
permost, though,  is  the  purpose  of  Christian  ti-aining,  so 
that  young  people  can  find  their  places  in  the  Church  of 
today  and  tomorrow.  Not  every  young  person  that  goe.^ 
to  camp  responds,  nor  becomes  an  interested  and  zealous 
worker  for  Christ.  Neither  do  our  young  people  in  our 
local    churches.    But   this  number  is  far  in   the  minority. 

For  the  good  that  is  done,  our  camps  are  worth  while. 
As  we  have  observed  the  results  and  work  in  our  camps. 
we  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that,  in  many  ways,  as 
much  good  is  done  in  one  week  of  camp  as  is  done  the 
rest  of  the  year  in  our  Sunday  Schools  and  other  church 
activities.  This  is  true,  simply  because  in  camp,  the  young 
people  are  concentrated  in  their  work  and  emphasis, 
which  isn't  true  when  each  Sunday  is  separated  by  a 
whole  week  of  secular  emphasis  at  home. 

This  is  at  once  an  encouragement,  and  also  a  respon- 
sibility. Pastors  should  carefully  explain  the  purposes 
of  camp  to  their  young  people  before  camp  starts.  Camp 
leaders,  teachers  and  workers  should  keep  the  sacred  pur- 
poses of  the  camp  program  in  mind,  for  they  are  deal- 
ing with  souls  which  are  eternal. 

We  pray  for  a  successful  1953  camping  program.  We 
urge  your  prayers  upon  the  young  people  and  workers 
as  they  travel  to  and  from  camp,  iipon  their  safety  and 
health  while  there.  We  urge  your  fullest  support  in  see- 

( Continued  on  page  6) 
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E&ch  of  the  chapters  of  the  Gospel  of  John  contain  a 
word  picture  of  Christ.  Twenty-one  Brethren  ministers 
present,  in  this  series  of  devotional  articles  the  develop- 
ment" of  these  pictures,  chapter  by  chapter.  We  urge  you 
to  read  each  chapter,  and  each  of  the  articles  as  they 
appear;  thereby  coming  to  a  deeper  understanding  of  omr 
Saviour,  His  purpose,  and  His  work. — ^W.  S.  B. 
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l^ev.  Woodrow  13.  13rant       Text:  John  4:7-29 


WHAT  IS  THE  FLAVOR  OF  your  conversa- 
tion? Does  it  place  upon  the  air  a  per- 
fume pleasing  unto  the  nostrils  of  our  Heavenly 
Father,  or  is  it  a  stench  unto  the  Lily  of  the  Val- 
ley and  the  Rose  of  Sharon  ? 

Perhaps  you  have  never  asked  j^oursslf  this 
important  question.  On  the  way  to  Lost  Creek, 
Kentucky,  several  years  ago,  I  was  passing 
through  a  small  town  and  had  to  stop  for  a  traf- 
fic light.  I  heard  confusion  to  my  left  and  turn- 
ing, saw  a  man  being  pushed  into  the  narrow 
street.  Upon  looking  further  it  was  noticeable 
that  the  man  was  the  driver  of  a  beer  truck,  and 
the  one  doing  the  pushing  and  loud  talking  was 
a  good  sized  woman.  The  thing  that  cut  my  heart 
to  the  quick  was  the  language — such  terrible, 
foul  words  coming  from  this  woman. 

Never  before  or  since  have  I  heard  such  vulgar 
and  evil  words.  Many  times  in  my  ministry  I 
have  heard  respected  Church  Officials,  represen- 
tatives of  God's  Kingdom  and  His  lovely  Son,  us- 
ing the  foulest  language  any  human  could.  But, 
you  say,  what  does  this  have  to  do  with  John  4 
and  Christ,  the  Soul-Winner?  Would  you  look 
now  at  John  4:19?  "The  woman  saith  unto  him, 
Sir,  I  perceive  that  thou  art  a  prophet."  Do  you 
.see  now  why  it  is  so  impoi-tant  that  we  be  care- 
ful of  every  word  that  proceedeth  out  of  our 
mouths? 

In  this  4th  chapter  of  John  we  find  a  remark- 
able story  of  soul-winning.  In  .striking  contrast 
to  the  cold  unbelief  in  Jerusalem  and  Judea,  was 
the  experience  in  Samaria,  where  a  whole  city  ac- 


cepted Him  as  the  promised  Messiah.  All  th 
more  remarkable  because  He  stayed  only  tw 
days,  performed  no  miracles,  and  was  speakin 
to  those  who  regarded  His  race  as  their  nature 
enemies. 

The  story  is  full  of  encouragement  for  all  wh 
,are  sincerely  seeking  for  Light  On  Religiou 
Problems;  for  it  shows  how  faith  may  be  grad 
ually  enlarged  and  strengthened.  THIS  WOMAI 
LOOKED  UPON  JESUS,  at  first,  as  being 
weary  traveler,  a  Jew,  then  as  a  "prophet,"  an 
finally  as  the  "Messiah,"  whom  her  townspeopl 
called  "The  Saviour  of  the  World." 

The  woman  of  Samaria,  who  had  had  5  hu£ 
bands,  and  had  drifted  at  last  beyond  the  pale  o 
respectable  morality,  was  the  last  person  in  Sy 
char  who  one  of  us  would  pick  out  to  be  a  sue 
cessful  Christ  worker.  Her  sister-women  woul 
not  even  allow  her  presence  at  the  well.  Her  lif 
had  become  so  notorious  that  she  had  no  altema 
tive  than  to  carry  her  pitcher  to  the  well  in  th 
hot,  sultry  noon,  instead  of  waiting  for  the  coc 
of  the  evening,  as  the  other  women  did. 

But  Jesus  picked  her  out,  and  won  her  confi 
dence  (appealed  to  her  sympathy,  etc.)  and  with 
in  a  few  minutes  changed  her  from  the  villag 
outcast  to  the  village  EVANGELIST.  Havin 
won  her  confidence,  our  Lord  convinced  her  tha 
He  was  the  Christ  and  that  God  was  ready  t 
save  and  bless  her.  Immediately  she  responded  t 
a  powerful  impulse  to  go  into  the  city  to  shar 
her  discovery  and  her  new-born  faith  wit 
others.  "COME,  SEE   A    MAN    WHICH   TOLl 
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ME  ALL  THINGS  THAT  EVER  I  DID.  IS  NOT 
THIS  THE  CHRIST?" 

This  was  not  preaching,  nor  was  it  argument. 
It  was  something  scarcer  and  more  urgently 
needed  today  than  either  preaching  or  argument. 
It  was  simply  a  PERSONAL  TESTIMONY  con- 
oerning  what  Jesus  had  done  for  her.  It  was  a 
modest  intimation  of  personal  faith  in  Christ  and 
an  invitation  to  others  to  consider  His  claims. 

The  amazing  thing  is  that  such  a  simple  testi- 
nony  given  by  such  a  person  led  to  such  impor- 
:ant  consequences.  Influenced  by  the  woman's 
earnestness,  the  villagers  went  out  by  the  scores 
:o  HEAR  and  SEE  the  Master  for  themselves, 
md  scores  believed  on  Him. 

In  my  readings  recently  I  ran  across  this  in- 
eresting  touch  that  John  adds  to  this  dramatic 
story.    '-THE    WOMAN   LEFT  HER    WATER- 
POT!"  She  had  come  to  the  well  on  business.  But 
iwvhen  she  found  the  Saviour,  she  gave  herself  TO 
\10RE     IMPORTANT    BUSINESS.     Eager    to 
ijihare  her  own  great  discovery  with  her  neigh- 
bors, she  pushed  aside  her  own  business  to  at- 
;end  TO  GOD'S  BUSINESS.  The  result  was  sal- 
tation for  many  and  for  herself  a  rich  reward. 

We  shall  not  get  on  very  well  with  the  business 
;hat  God  has  committed  to  all  of  us  w^ho  call  our- 
selves Christians  until  w^e  forget  all  about  our 
vater-pots.  WHEN  JESUS  IS  PASSING  BY,  A 
/VATER-POT  CAN  WAIT;  PERISHING 
50ULS  CANNOT. 

If  you  will  pardon  the  personal  reference  I 
.vould  like  to  show  just  how  God  can  and  will  use 
IS  if  we  will  be  used.  I  have  never  been  any- 
vhere  in  this  land  that  God  has  not  enabled  a 
Testimony  to  be  given  even  under  adverse  cir- 
umstances  and  conditions. 

Several  years  ago  I  was  going  through  the  hall 
)f  Memorial  Hospital  in  Johnstown.  I  had  called 
m  a  man  who  had  just  undergone  surgery,  and 
¥&s  on  my  way  to  see  another.  I  turned  to  cross 
;he  ramp  to  the  annex  and  noticed  three  men  and 
I  woman  seemingly  in  great  distress,  standing  in 
;he  middle  of  the  hall-way.  Sometimes  I  stop  and 
nquire  if  there's  anything  I  can  do,  but  before 
his  could  be  accomplished,  two  of  the  men  had 
;ach  arm  and  stopped  me,  saying  with  great  emo- 
:ion,  "Will  you  please  help  us?" 

I  said,  "What  is  it  you  want?"  and  they  ex- 
Dlained,  "We  saw  your  pin  on  the  lapel  of  your 
;oat,  and  it  says,  'JESUS  NEVER  FAILS'  "  I 
jaid,  "That's  right,  do  you  believe  it?" 


PACJh  KIVK 

These  strangers  expiain^.-rJ  that  they  w<jre  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  faith,  and  would  I  mind  hav- 
ing a  word  of  prayer  for  their  Mother  who  was 
at  the  moment  in  the  operating  room,  and  who 
they  thought  would  die.  Can  you  imagine  this 
scene?  A  Protestant  Mini.ster  and  four  Roman 
Catholics  in  a  huddle  in  the  middle  of  a  bu.sy  hos- 
pital corridor  bowed  in  prayer?  This  has  \M^sn  du- 
plicated many  times  over  in  our  ministry,  and 
the  phone  rings  constantly  and  a  distre.s.sed  voice 
of  Protestant  or  Catholic  alike  ask,  "Will  you  re- 
member so  and  so  in  your  prayer,  or  will  you  call 
on  so  and  so,  or  please  have  your  church  pray  for 
so  and  so."  (We  have  a  period  of  silent  prayer 
every  morning  in  our  Worship  Hour  when  we 
pray  for  our  Missionaries  and  sick  and  unsaved.) 

Please  bear  with  me  in  another  personal  expe- 
rience under  different  circumstances.  The  writer 
was  returning  home  from  Lost  Creek  Camp  last 
year;  we  caught  the  bus  at  Lost  Creek,  and  out 
of  Louisville,  our  bus  broke  down.  I  was  some- 
what distressed.  After  an  hour  and  a  half  of 
waiting,  another  one  came  and  we  proceeded  to 
Cincinnati,  arriving  a  half  hour  after  my  bus 
left  for  Pittsburgh.  The  next  bus  left  in  several 
hours.  Being  hungry,  I  found  a  stool  in  the  lunch 
room,  and  ordered.  .  . 

In  a  little  while  a  young  man  came  and  sat 
down  beside  me  and  ordered  a  hamburger,  and 
after  hearing  everything  the  waitress  had  to  of- 
fer to  drink,  he  ordered  a  bottle  of  beer.  I  felt  I 
must  witness  to  this  young  fellow.  I  began  by 
asking  him  if  he  liked  beer,  and  when  did  he 
begin  to  drink?  He  invited  me  to  the  waiting 
room  where  he  told  me  a  story  of  being  the  son 
of  a  Baptist  Minister.  He  said  that  Dad  had  been 
suddenly  taken,  and  that  the  family  had  left 
Mother  to  shift  all  alone.  They  all  drank  except 
one  sister,  and  so  to  help  forget,  he  had  started 
to  drink  too.  -   ■     ' 

On  the  very  night  of  Dad's  death,  he  went  out 
and  got  drunk.  "I  couldn't  face  my  Dad's  death." 
he  said.  I  don't  have  the  space  to  set  down  the 
whole  story,  but  I  thank  God  that  the  bus  broke 
down  and  that  that  young  man  was  placed  beside 
me  in  a  bus  lunch-counter,  and  that  He  (Christ) 
gave  me  the  words  to  bring  comfort  and 
strength,  and  the  promise  to  God  and  myself  that 
this  young  man  would  not  drink  again.  An  inter- 
esting note  to  you  perhaps  would  be  that  this 
same  young  man  had  been  in  our  young  people's 
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Camp  at  Lost  Creek  several  years  before.     His 
home  was  in  Hazard,  just  below  Lost  Creek. 

To  you,  my  dear  reader,  I  say  upon  the  author- 
ity of  the  Word  of  God,  "Preach  the  word;  be  in- 
stiuit  in  season,  (in  the  pulpit,  on  Sunday),  out 
of  season,  (out  of  the  pulpit,  INIonday  through 
Saturday)."  Open  the  closed  portals  of  your 
heart,  get  riy:ht  with  God,  if  you  would  have 
SPRINGING  WATER. 

Let  the  spring  arise,  first  in  WORSHIP,  and 
then  in  LOVE,  as  with  the  Samaritan  woman. 
Love  which  forgives  and  forgets,  which  harbors 
no  SELF-WILL,  CHERISHES  NO  GRUDGE, 
AND  MEETS  THE  SHARP  EDGE  OP^  CRITI- 
CISM WITH  GENTLE  FORBEARANCE.  Then 
mines  of  diamonds  will  open  under  your  feet  and 
river-sands  will  yield  gold.  Therefore  little  chil- 
dren, let  us  love,  for  love  is  of  God.  They  who 
abide  in  love,  abideth  in  God,  for  God  is  love. 

— Vinco,  Penna. 
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ing    that    young   people    are    given    the    money   to    attend 
camp,  if  they  have  not  been  able  to  earn  it. 

The  memories  of  years  in  camp  are  precious  memories, 
becoming  jewels  more  precious  than  diamonds  as  we  re- 
call them  in  the  broad  avenues,  or  the  narrow  valleys  of 
Christian  service. 

Christ  has  a  message  for  the  hearts  of  Brethren  young 
people  this  summer  in  camp.  Will  you  pray  and  work  so 
that  young  i>eople  might  hear  this  call  of  Christ,  their 
Saviour  and  Lord  ?       W.  S.  ,B.  Editor. 


Items     of   General    Interest 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 


Spiritual  flDebitations 

Rev.  Dyoll  Belote 

POWER  FOR  LIVING 

"But  as  many  as  received  him,  to  them  gave  he  powei 
to  become  the  sons  of  God,  even  to  them  that  'believe  oon 
his  name. 

Which  were  born,  not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the 
flesh,  nor  of  the  will  of  mani,  but  of  God."  John  1:12, 13. 

THE  MIND  CRAVES  AN  INTERPRETATION  of  the 
events  of  life.  The  heart  craves  the  assurance  of  in- 
ward peace.  The  will  craves  an  adequate  power  for  living. 

When  we  accept  Christ  as  our  Friend  and  Lord,  He 
gives  us  "power  to  become  the  sons  of  God."  The  mani- 
festation of  this  power  comes  to  us  in  three  ways: 

1.  CHRIST  GIVES  US  MASTERY  OVER  OUR- 
SELVES. The  world's  great  ills,  like  war,  come  from  un- 
regenerate  personalities  (Stalin,  Hitler,  Mussolini)  who 
have  no  answer  for  egotism,  lust,  pride,  selfishness,  fear.i 
If  we  are  ever  to  have  a  new  world — and  if  we  will  have 
any  part  in  the  transformation — the  transformation  must 
begin  with  ourselves.  Regenerated  lives  are  the  only  ones 
that  can  strengthen  others  for  the  battle  of  life,  and  they 
must  find  the  source  of  their  strength  in  Him  through 
Whom  the  great  apostle  declared  he  found  power  and 
strength.  "I  can  do  all  things  through  Christ  which 
strengtheneth  me."  Christ  can  take  from  us  the  ill  tem- 
per, laziness,  self-will,  greed,  or  whatever  else  spells  de- 
feat in  our  lives. 

2.  HE  GIVES  US  A  VOCATION  TO  FOLLOW.  Henry 
Drummond  declared  that  God  has  a  will  for  a  man's 
career  as  well  as  for  his  character.  And  multitudes  who 
know  failure  in  life  would  find  success  if  they  would 
only  stop  and  seek  God's  guidance  in  the  choice  of  a 
career.  lEvery  man  needs  a  call  from  Christ  to  find  the 
right  work. 

3.  HE  GIVES  US  PURPOSE  AND  ENERGY.  In  Life 
"he  who  works  for  a  purpose  works  to  a  purpose"  is 
amply  exemplified  in  the  careers  of  great  men.  And  as 
men  work  with  and'  share  the  purposes  of  the  Master  do 
they  catch  His  enthusiasm,  and  find  themselves  charged 
with  His  power.  And  the  more  and  closer  we  follow  Him 
does  our  power  increase. 

— Linwood,  Maryland 


Brethren     Church,     was     guest     speaker    in    the    Elkhart 
Church,  Sunday  evening,  May  17th. 

UDELL,  IOWA.  Brother  H.  Francis  Berkshire  writes, 
"Eight  were  baptized  recently.  Had  received  three  by 
letter  of  transfer  previously.  Total  increase  of  eleven 
during  our  first  eight  months  here." 

Mrs.  Betty  McKnight,  former  missionary  nurse  in 
Egypt  for  three  years  under  the  United  Presbyterian 
Board,  from  Louisville,  Kentucky,  was  guest  speaker  at  a 
recent  Sunday  evening  service. 


How  About 
Your  Offerings?? 


BUE'IHREN    YOUTH    OFFERING 

Make  checks  payable  to  Margaret  E.  Lowery,  Treasur- 
er, and  address  Miss  Margaret  E.  Lowery,  Samaritan 
Hospital,   Ashland,   Ohio. 
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Missionary    Department 


WHAT  CONSTITUTES  A 
MISSIONARY  CHURCH? 

If  the  great  commission  constitutes  the  mission  of  the 
church,  then  every  church  ought  to  strive  to  be  a  mis- 
sionary church.  When  is  a  church  truly  a  missionary 
church  ?  In  attempting  to  answer  we  suggest  three  things. 

The  Pastor 

Without  question  the  pastor  is  the  key  man  in  the  local 
church.  If  he  has  a  passion  and  a  vision  for  a  worldwide 
missionary  program,  it  will  only  be  a  matter  of  time  until 
his  church  will  also  catch  that  vision. 

A  missionary  minded  pastor  will  keep  himself  informed 
of  the  need  of  the  gospel  on  the  foreign  fields.  He  will 
read  the  lives  of  missionaries  and  missionary  publications 
that  carry  current  information  on  the  general  missionary 
movement  across  the  world.  He  will  preach  often  and 
continually  missionary  messages.  He  will  utilize  the  mid- 
week service  for  special  prayer  and  missionary  informa- 
tion. His  pra^yers  in  private  and  in  public  will  reveal  the 
passion  of  his  soul. 

The  People 

Unless  the  pastor  as  the  key  man  unlocks  the  hearts  of 
the  people,  there  will  be  little  accomplished.  The  pew 
must  catch  fire  of  the  pulpit  if  the  church  is  to  effect  a 
wox'ld  wide  program  of  evangelism.  Spiritually  minded 
deacons,  trustees,  officers  and  members  will  help  to 
build  a  gi-eat  missionary  church. 

The  best  w,ay  to  cultivate  missionary  minded  members 
is  to  expose  them  constantly  to  the  Word  of  God.  If  the 
pastor  is  conscious  of  the  lack  of  missionary  vision  on  the 
part  of  his  people,  let  him  feed  them  from  the  ,Book  that 
begets  missionary  interest.  It  may  take  a  conscientious 
pastor  some  time  to  cultivate  the  appetite  for  pure  food, 
but  once  the  appetite  is  cultivated,  it  will  be  revealed  in 
the  missionary  giving  of  his  people. 

The  Program 

There  are  several  things  one  might  find  in  a  vital  mis- 
sionary program.  The  first  would  likely  be  a  Missionary 
Coonmittee  which  would  plan  and  promote  the  program  in 
the  local  church.  Other  phases  of  the  program  would 
include  missionary  emphasis  in  the  midweek  sei-\'ices  and 
in  the  Sunday  school,  missionary  conferences  with  mis- 
sionary speakers,,  active  missionary  societies,  a  library 
of  missionary  literature,  and  a  sacrificial  missionary  bud- 
get  and   missionary  projects. — Adapted  from   CBFM. 


NEW  BUILDING  AT  LOST  CREEK 

The  work  on  the  new  administration  and  gymnasium 
building  at  Lost  Creek,  Ky.  was  begun  a  few  weeks  ago. 
Brother  Drushal  reports  on  May  23rd  that  "The  wall  is 


now  up  to  about  the  level  of  the  lower  part  of  the  fl<jot 
beams.  A  few  more  blf>cks  to  be  laid  and  they  will  be 
ready  for  the  floor  joists,  etc.  This  will  require  some  steel 
I  believe." 

The  condition  of  the  old  log  schoolhouse  necessitated 
the  construction  of  a  new  building  if  the  work  was  to 
continue  there.  Those  who  know  the  field  recognize  the 
tremendous  need  and  the  opportunity  for  missionary  work. 
It  is  felt  that  the  added  facilities  that  the  new  building 
will  make  available  will  attract  more  students  to  the 
school  and  guai-antee  a  better  future  as  well. 

Pray  for  this  work  that  it  might  accomplish  the  pui-pose 
for  which  it  was  established  and  that  all  that  is  accom- 
plished might  be  to  the  glory  of  the  Lord. 

I  WORTHY  OF  NOTE 


i 

I 


i  It  is  interesting  to  compare  the  Easter  offerings 

V  of   1953  \vith  those  of  1952  as   they  come  into  thi.- 

4«  Missionary  Board  office. 

v  We     have     just     received    the    offering    from    our 

A  church    in    Sergeantsville,    New    Jersey,    and    notice 

J  that   last  year  their  offering    was    $74.00    as    over 

j*  against  $220.00  so  far  in  1953.  The  reason  for  tiiis 

4  increase    is    explained    in    the    following    statements 

^  taken  from  the  letter  of  the  secretary  of  the  church:    X 

"f  "Our  offering  is  substantially  larger  this  year.  \\'e   j. 

j  have  instituted  a  different  plan  for  our  foreign  enis-    j 

•^  sionary    giving.    During    the    past    year    individual    y 

^  pledges  have  been  made  specifically  for  foreittn  mis-    J. 


I 


t 
t 


sions.  We  have  also  set  aside  one  tenth  of  our  plate 
offerings  for  the  same  purpose,  so  there  will  be 
another  check  coming  later." 

We  commend  this  small  church  of  approximately 
forty  members  for  the  vision  and  aggre^sivt^  pro- 
gram being  promoted. 


4 


CHANGING  PLANS  IN  A 
CHANGING  WORLD 

We  live  in  a  changing  world.  This  is  felt  in  no  little 
way  as  we  engage  in  the  promotion  of  a  missionary  pi-o- 
gram  with  all  of  its  ramifications.  Changing  circum- 
stances often  make  necessary  the  revision  of  plans  which 
in  turn  adds  to  the  complexity  of  the  situation. 

Our  recent  experience  with  the  matter  of  obtainitig 
visas  for  Ken  and  Jeannette  Solomon  is  a  good  example. 
A  change  in  the  regulations  of  the  Argentine  government. 

(Continued  on  page  15) 
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BRYAN  CHURCH  CELEBRATES  60TH  ANNIVERSARY 


Two  views  of  the  festivities  at  Bryan 


On  the  evening  of  April  21st,  about  200  members  of 
the  Fii-st  Brethren  Church  in  Bryan,  Ohio,  gathered  for 
a  carry-in  supper.  The  occasion  was  the  60th  Anniversary 
of  the  Bryan  Church.  The  basement  was  gaily  decorated, 
including  twelve  tables  decorated  for  a  month  of  the  year. 
in  the  kitchen,  three  tables  were  laden  with  food.  Each 
person,  after  filling  his  plate  in  the  kitchen,  sat  at  the 
table  representing  the  month  of  his  birth. 

The  program  began  with  group  singing  of  favorite 
hymns,,  under  the  direction  of  Ronald  Scott.  Mrs.  Ernie 
Hineman,  one  of  the  two  living  charter  members,  talked 
concerning  the  early  history  of  the  local  church.  After  a 
piano  duet  by  the  Ransom  girls.  Rev.  C.  A.  Stewart 
brought  the  anniversary  message.  Rev.  Stewart  was  pas- 
tor of  the  Bryan  church  from  1930-1946. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  two  charter  members 
still  living:  Mrs.  Ermie  Hineman  and  William  Wineland. 
Both  are  85  years  old  and  both  have  been  active  in  the 
church.  Mr.  Wineland  is  confined  to  his  bed  and  could  not 
attend  the  anniversary,  although  he  wanted  to  do  so. 

The  fellowship  and  inspiration  of  the  evening  was  en- 
joyed by  all.  Tlie  evening  was  a  big  success  because 
everj-one  pitched  in  and  helped.  Each  one  helped  out  with 
decorations,  food,  singing,  and  all  that  goes  into  such  an 
event.  It  is  one  that  will  long  be  remembered  by  the 
Bryan  people. 

CHURCH  HISTORY 

Tne  Bryan  Church  became  an  officially  organized 
Brethren  Church  on  April  21,  1893.  At  that  time  a  con- 
stitution was  adopted.  W.  M.  Wertz  was  elected  Moderator, 
and  S.  H.  Keiser  was  elected  Secretary.  Joseph  Newcom- 
er was  elected  Treasurer.  Trustees  elected  were  Samuel 
H.  Keiser,  Fred  Hineman,  Mahlon  Wertz,  William  Wine- 
land and  James  Branan.  The  Church  was  duly  incorpor- 
ated under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  by  and  under 
the  name  of  the  "Brethren  Church." 

Holsinger's  "History  of  the  Tunkers  and  the  Brethren 
Church,  gives  us  the  following  concerning  the  early  his- 
tory of  the  Bryan  Church. 

"In  1888  there  were  but  two  members  of  the  Brethren 
Church  in  this  vicinity,  Samuel  Keiser  and  Sarah  A. 
Keiser.  In  August  of  that  year  we  secured  Brother  J.  H. 


Swihart,  who  held  a  ten  days'  meeting  in  an  unfinished 
Disciple  Church.  During  the  meeting  we  had  five  acces- 
sions, two  of  which  came  from  the  German  .Baptist 
Church,  namely,  Samuel  H.  Keiser,  and  Mary  Keiser,  Wil- 
liam Wineland,  Elizabeth  Wineland,  and  Ermie  Newcom-  J 
er  (Hineman)  were  received  by  baptism.  At  the  close  of 
the  meetings  Brother  Swihart  called  the  little  band  to- 
gether, and  formed  them  into  a  temporary  organization, 
Swihart  being  chairman. 

"In  the  spring  of  1889  they  secured  the  service  of  A. 
M.  Ridenour,  who  commenced  a  revival  about  April  .1st, 
and  closed  the  latter  part  of  the  month.  On  April  29th 
the  church  was  reorganized,  with  the  following  members: 
G.  W.  Keiser,  Alta  Wertz,  Lydia  J.  Keiser,  David  Martin, 
Katie  Martin,  Hettie  Keiser,  Gertrude  Keiser,  Sarah  E. 
Conrad,  and  Mahlon  Wertz.  Samuel  Keiser  and  Mahlon 
Wertz  were  elected  deacons;  Samuel  H.  Keiser,  clerk;  and 
George  H.  Keiser,  treasurer.  ■ 

"A.    M.    Ridenour   served   as   pastor  for   one   year   and 
(Continued  on  page  10)  I 
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THE    BKETHKEN    EVANGhl.IJi  I 


»KYAN   ANMVEKSAKY  CELEBRATION 

(Continued  from  page  8) 

nine  months.  On  April  1st,  1891,  Elder  Martin  Shively  be- 
came pastor,  and  served  two  years  faitlifully. 

"The  Brethren  Chuivh  decided  to  build  a  house  of  wor- 
ship. On  July  6,  1893,  in  a  business  meeting,  the  plana 
and  specifications  weiv  accepted,  and  a  house  was  then 
eivcted,  thirty-four  by  fifty-two  feet,  costing  over  $1,700. 
It  was  dedicated  by  S.  J.  Harrison  and  Martin  Shively, 
June  24,  1894." 

The  i-ecords  of  the  church  reveal  that  the  following 
pastoi-s  have  sen'ed  this  Church : 

J.  H.  Swihart,  1888-89;  A.  M.  Ridenour,  1889-91;  Mar- 
tin Shively,  1891-94;  P.  M.  Swihart,  1894-9(5;  David  Rit- 
tenhouse,  189(5;  W.  A.  Welty,  1897-99;  S.  B.  Grisso,  1899- 
1903;  C.  E.  Weidner,  1903-04;  Edward  Byers,  1904-05;  A. 


T.  Wirick,  .1905-07;  J.  L.  Kimmel,  1907-10;  L.  A.  Myers, 
1910-16;  G.  L.  Maus,  1916-22;  E.  M.  Riddle,  1922-27;  0. 
C,  Leniert,  1927-30;  C.  A.  Stewart,  1930-46;  C.  Y.  Gilmer, 
1946-48;  E.  J.  Black,  1948-52;  Horace  Huse,  summer  pas- 
torate, 1952;  and  Alvin  H.  Grumbling,  began  as  pastor 
in  September  1952. 

Such  is  the  history  of  the  First  Brethren  Church  of 
Bryan,  Ohio.  Perhaps  more  could  be  said,  but  facts  speak 
for  themselves.  Through  60  years  of  organization,  and  5 
years  of  early  beginnings  this  church  has  grown  from  a 
membership  of  7  to  the  present  number  of  547.  Through 
the  yeai's  826  persons  united  with  this  church,  with  279 
of  them  either  passing  on  by  death  or  being  transferred 
to  another  church.  The  pioneers  of  this  church  had  great 
vision  and  faith  in  God,  and  the  passing  years  have  en- 
larged both  elements.  Our  prayer  this  day  should  be  that 
we  may  carry  on  in  the  same  manner  with  great  vision 
of  the  future  and  great  faith  in  God.  Only  in  this  way 
can  we  look  forward  to  a  glorious  future  for  the  honor 
and  glory  of  God. 


•  ^  ^•^".a»«<»«i<4VS<tv8<iVStt58y^^^^ 


What  They  Say  About  Brethren  Youth 


"The  Brethren  Youth  program  of  our  church  proclaims  mission  work 
by  every  modem  means:  radio,  printing,  schools,  medicine,  and  service. 
Brethren  Youth  is  Mission-minded." 

— Rev.  J.  D.  Hatmel,   member  on  the  National  Brethren 
Youth  Board,  representing  the  Missionary   Board. 


■ffie-'.ir 


"Brethren  Youth  prepared  and  dii-ected  youth  program  materials 
are  vital  to  Brethren  young  people  because  of  their  Brethren  emphasis, 
and  should  be  used  by  all  Brethren  Youth  groups." 

— Rev.  W.  St.  Clair  Benshoff,  member-at-large  on  the 
National  Brethren  Youth  Board. 


"Brethren  Youth  is  one  big  happy  family.  In  this  family  are  the  Sis- 
terhood of  Mary  and  Martha,  the  Brotherhood,  and  all  the  young  peo- 
ple of  the  church.  The  W.  M.  S.  mothers  the  Sisterhood,  and  the  Lay- 
men father  the  Brotherhood.  Some  day  those  in  the  present  Sisterhoods 
and  Brotherhoods  will  grow  up  to  mother  and  father  others  in  the 
Brethren  Youth  organization." 

— Jeanne  Lindower,  member  on  the  National  Brethren 

Youth  Board,  representing  Sisterhood. 
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GIFTS  FOR  LOST  CREEK 

The    undersigned  held   a   meeting    for    Brother    Bruce 
Shanholtz,  pastor  of  the  Second  Brethren  church  in  Johns- 
town last  October  (9  to  19).  During  the  meeting,  coloi'ed 
slides  of  the  Brethren  Mission  work  at  Lost  Creek,  Ky., 
were   shown   two   evenings.   At  that  time  we   planned   to 
j   drive   to  Lost  Creek  and  take  gifts  of  canned  food  and 
I   clothing.    Brother   Shanholtz   had    a    1949    Ford    pick-up 
j   truck  at  his  farm  in  W.  Va.,  and  we  planned  to  use  it 
the  last  week  of  April,  1953  to  make  this  trip.  In  April 
t    we  made  the  announcement  to  the    Valley    Brethren    to 
!    bring  in  the  gifts  that  they  wanted  to  be  taken  to  Ken- 
tucky. When  we  went  over  to  the  church  on  Sunday  eve- 
ning,   April   26th,   several   pews   were   filled  with   canned 
goods,   soap,   clothing,   and  on  the  floor  were  2 — 100   lb. 
sacks   of  potatoes,   and  one  case  of  eggs.   It  looked  like 
there  was  over  half  a  pick-up  truck  load  in  the  church. 
We  were  glad  to  see  all  these  articles. 

Brother  Shanholtz  came  at  around  6:15  A.  M.  on  Mon- 
day morning.  We  went  over  to  the  church  to  put  the 
goods  on  his  pick-up.  First  we  had  to  unload  part  of  the 
truck  to  place  the  canned  goods  on  the  bottom.  We  had 
a  real  load  when  all  was  on  the  truck.  A  tarpaulin  was 
placed  over  the  goods  to  keep  them  dry.  It  had  rained  a 
little  while  the  truck  was  being  loaded. 

We  left  Jones  Mills  at  around  7:15  A.  M.  We  went  by 
the  way  of  Wheeling,  Parkersburg  and  Huntington,  W. 
Va.  It  is  420  miles  from  Jones  Mills  to  Lost  Creek  this 
way.  It  rained  most  of  the  way  to  Huntington.  Since 
there  are  two  hours  difference  in  time,  we  arrived  at  Lost 
Creek  at  about  5:45  P.  M.,  their  time.  Supper  was  over 
and  we  drove  to  the  parsonage  to  meet  .Brother  and  Sis- 
ter Drushal.  Brother  Drushal  was  away  just  then.  Sister 
Drushal  introduced  us  to  the  faculty. ,  Some  clothing  had 
come  in  and  it  was  being  taken  care  of  by  the  workers. 
Some  of  the  larger  boys  unload  the  clothing  at  the  par- 
sonage. The  rest  was  unloaded  at  the  kitchen  of  the 
Girls'  donnitory. 

We  visited  with  Brother  and  Sister  Drushal  that  eve- 
ning. We  asked  to  stay  at  the  Boys'  dormitory  as  this 
was  the  first  trip  back  to  Riverside  for  the  undersigned 
since  August  of  1949.  We  were  happy  to  see  that  this 
dormitory  is  such  a  fine  building. 

On  Tuesday,  Brother  Drushal  asked  us  to  speak  at  the 
morning  chapel  pei'iod.  All  the  school  meets  at  the  High 
School  chapel  for  devotions  every  school  day  at  8  A.  M. 
We  were  glad  to  see  that  the  trench  had  been  dug  for  the 
foundation  of  the  new  gymnasium.  On  Tuesday  morning 
a  plumber  came  and  connected  the  water  line  to  the  gym- 
nasium so  that  work  on  this  building  could  be  begnn  at 


PAGK  KLEVEN 

once.  We  were  glad  that  thf;  Urethren  pfeopl<:  art  «o 
greatly  int<;reHtfcd  in  the  wojk  at  L'>Ht  ('rcj-M.  'ITie  boys 
need  a  gymna.sium  so  that  they  can  play  baHketh>all  in- 
doors. Of  course  this  building  can  be  used  for  other  pur- 
poses also.  They  need  8ome  good  class  rooms  and  better 
equipment.  May  the  Lord  guide  u.s  in  all  that  should  be 
done  for  this  Mission  work  at  Lost  Creek. 

We  drove  to  Rowdy.  Brother  Shanholtz  walked  over  the 
grounds.  A  picture  was  taken  of  this  chapel.  The  bell  fur- 
nished by  the  Laymen  of  the  Thiid  Brethren  church, 
Johnstown,  Penna.,  August  of  1949,  i.s  now  in  the  belfry. 

We  drove  to  Krypton  to  see  the  Brethren  Mission  there. 
Rev.  Fred  Kinzie  had  been  here  but  he  is  now  with  his 
children.  He  took  good  care  of  this  work.  The  church 
building  is  45  x  60  feet.  There  is  a  fine  parsonage.  The 
church  has  a  new  roof  and  both  buildings  have  been 
painted  recently.  The  ground  is  level  and  a  beautiful  loca- 
tion for  Mission  buildings.  The  church  was  erected  in 
1915.  The  church  attendance  is  around  100.  Who  will  go 
to  Krypton  ?  The  undersigned  first  visited  here  at  lEaster 
time  in  1933.  Let  all  who  read  these  few  words  pray  that 
the  Lord  will  raise  up  some  Brethren  people  to  come  to 
Krypton  and  direct  these  people  in  the  way  of  the  Lord. 
Perhaps  some  young  couple  would  be  willing  to  be  used 
of  the  Lord  here.  Another  Denomination  would  like  to 
have  this  Mission  work  at  Krypton.  Brethren  why  should 
we  let  others  take  over  a  work  that  we  have  been  work- 
ing at?  Still  another  church  group  is  now  coming  in 
around  Haddix  and  Rowdy.  They  did  not  come  in  until  the 
Brethren  came.  Can  we  not  be  about  our  Lord's  work  as 
well  as  those  of  other  faiths  ?  Is  not  our  Brethren  mes- 
sage as  good  as  theirs?  There  are  places  in  the  moun- 
tains of  Kentucky  where  no  mission  work  is  being  done. 
Why  do  not  those  of  other  faiths  go  there  ?  Let  us  be 
up  and  doing  as  Brethren.  We  took  some  pictures  of  the 
buildings  at  Krypton.  We  hope  that  they  are  good  as  we 
will  be  able  to  show  them  to  you  at  a  later  date. 

On  Tuesday  evening  a  service  was  held  in  the  lower 
Chapel  which  is  the  present  church  for  Riverside.  Colored 
slides  were  shown  of  scenery  here  in  Pennsylvania  and 
of  Ashland  College.  Brother  Shanholtz  brought  the  eve- 
ning message. 

We  came  back  on  Wednesday  as  Brother  Shanholtz  felt 
he  should  return  at  that  time.  We  are  trusting  that  Mrs. 
Keck  and  the  undersigned  will  be  able  to  spend  a  week 
at  Riverside  as  soon  as  possible.  We  would  like  to  meet 
again  those  whom  we  came  to  know  in  1948-49  and  take 
a  number  of  pictures  that  we  believe  would  be  of  inter- 
est to  you.  May  the  Lord  greatly  bless  the  Drushals  in 
the  work  they  are  doing  at  Riverside. 

Elmer  M.  Keck. 


MEETING  AT  DENVER,   INDIANA 

This  is  a  belated  report  of  a  meeting  held  at  the  Breth- 
ren church  in  the  village  of  Denver  where  our  highly 
esteemed  Rev.  Austin  Gable  is  the  beloved  pastor  of  a 
splendid  group  of  people.  The  meeting  began  Mai"ch 
16th,  and  closed  March  29th. 

Rev.  Gable  is  one  of  our  fine  Loree  boys  whose  grand- 
father, Rev.  John  Fox,  was  a  local  minister  in  the  early 

(Continued  on  page  14) 
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Topic   For  June    14,    1953 

THE  CHRK^TLAN   AND  HIS  WORK 

I   Cor.   10:31:  John  5:17:  John  6:27 

A  MAN  was  riding  along  the  road  that  led  from  Jeru- 
salem to  Damascus.  He  was  young,  impetuous,  and 
of  great  ability.  He  was  going  on  an  errand  of  fear  and 
blood.  Suddenly  there  shone  about  him  a  light  brighter 
than  the  sun,  and  a  voice  sounded  in  his  ear.  When  he 
knew  indeed  tliat  it  was  the  Christ  who  spoke  to  him, 
Saul  of  Tarsus  cried  out:  "Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me 
to  do?"  Then,  in  answer  to  the  command  laid  upon  him, 
Paul  the  apostle  went  out  into  a  life  of  service. 

\.  WORK.MEN  WITH  GOD— JOSEPH.  In  the  familiar 
story  of  Joseph  (Genesis  37  through  50)  you  will  find 
mention  of  many  different  types  of  workmen  needed  to 
make  even  that  ancient,  but  still  complex,  Egyptian  civ- 
ilization move.  You  recall  how  Joseph  was  such  a  good 
workman  that  he  rose  to  a  position  of  importance  in  the 
household  of  Potiphar,  the  Egyptian  official  who  had 
bought  him.  Then  after  many  events  you  read  wheie  the 
Pharaoh,  deeply  impressed  with  Joseph's  dream  interpre- 
tation, had  him  clothed  in  linen  robes  of  texture  as  fine 
as  silk,  put  a  gold  chain  around  his  neck,  and  gave  him 
supreme  command  of  the  land.  In  making  peace  with  his 
brothers  later  on  in  the  story,  Joseph  said  to  them,  "Now 
do  not  be  distressed  nor  angry  with  yourselves  that  you 
sold  me  here;  for  it  was  to  save  life  that  God  sent  me 
ahead  of  you"  (Genesis  45:5).  After  reading  the  story  of 
Joseph  how  many  kinds  of  work  can  you  name  that  were 
needed  to  keep  the  Egyptian  kingdom  running?  Hei-e  is 
a  start  for  your  list:  household  servants,  cooks,  builders, 
bookkeepers,  weavers,  farmers.  How  long  can  you  make 
this  list?  Think  about  the  workmen  who  made  the  fine 
h'nen  cloth,  the  exquisite  jewelry. 

2.  WORK.MEN  WITH  GOD— AMOS.  Tending  his  flock 
and  selling  wool  were  some  of  the  ways  Amos  earaed  his 
living,  but  being  a  preacher,  a  spokesman  for  God  was 
what  meant  most  to  him.  It  was  his  business  to  preach 
at  Bethel.  Being  a  prophet  was  one  of  the  recognized  re- 
ligious vocations  of  that  day.  Amos,  however,  made  it 
clear  that  he  was  no  professional  prophet  and  "no  mem- 
ber of  any  prophets'  guild,"  but  that  he  was  taking  time 
out  from  his  shepherd's  work  because  the  Lord  had  told 
him  to  go  and  preach.  He  continued  to  preach  to  the 
people,  at  the  same  time  giving  an  additional  prophecy 
about  the  priest  and  his  family.  There  was  a  strong  sense 
of  mi.ssion  and  of  cooperation  with  God  in  Amos.  Cer- 
tainly he  lived  not  just  for  himself,  but  felt  a  responsi- 
bility for  the  world  in  which  he  lived. 

3.  WORKMEN  WITH  GOD— NEHEMIAH.  At  a  much 
later  date  in  Jewish  history  we  find  another  workman 
whose  name  was  Nehemiah.  The  Jewish  kingdom  had 
been   destroyed,   the   most    active    and    influential    Jews, 


thousands  of  them,  had  been  carried  off  to  Babylonia,  and 
Jerusalem  was  left  in  desolation.  Years  later  a  new  world 
ruler  had  taken  over  Babylonia  and  the  Jews  who  wanted 
to  were  allowed  to  return  to  their  native  land.  After 
many  years  of  living  in  another  land,  only  a  few  of  the 
Jews  were  ready  to  return  to  Palestine.  Those  who  did 
found  the  same  desolation  and  ruins  which  their  fathers 
had  left  as  captives.  The  temple  still  showed  the  marks 
of  its  burning  nearly  a  half-century  before.  Now  we  find 
that  Nehemiah  was  determined  to  do  what  he  could  about 
this  terrible  condition  in  their  land.  The  Temple  had  al- 
ready been  partially  rebuilt  under  the  leadership  of  Zer- 
ubbabel  and  Haggai,  and  now,  under  Nehemiah,  the  peo- 
ple gave  their  attention  to  the  city  wall.  The  wall  was 
needed  for  defense  and  so  a  great  national  enthusiasm 
was  aroused  for  the  completing  of  this  project.  In  Nehe- 
miah 4:6  we  find  that  the  people  had  a  mind  to  work.  In 
fifty-two  days  the  wall  was  completed  and  a  joyous  cele- 
bration followed,  Nehemiah  and  all  the  other  great  Jew- 
ish leaders  gave  to  the  world  a  contribution  for  all  future 
generations.  They  worked  as  partners  with  God  in  carry- 
ing out  His  purposes. 

4.  MASTER  WORKMAN.  Suppose  you  were  to  apply  a 
questionnaire  to  the  life  and  ministry  of  Jesus.  Ask  Him 
about  the  conditions  of  His  life's  work.  True,  He  started 
out  as  a  carpenter  and  could  answer  from  that  stand- 
point. But  no  one  would  ever  say  that  being  a  carpenter 
was  Jesus'  life  work.  What  would  you  call  Him?  Preach- 
er? But  He  also  healed  people,  and  that  would  make  Him 
a  doctor,  would  it  not?  Then  He  was  a  teacher,  too.  Some 
people  called  Him  a  prophet,  yet  like  Amos,  He  belonged 
to  no  prophets'  guild. 

Read  John  Oxenham's  interpretation  of  Jesus'  work  in 
the  following  stanza: 

His  work  was  plain, — to  win  them  back  to  God, 
That  they  in  turn  might  win  the  world  for  Him 
And  found  on  earth  a  Kingdom  of  His  love, — 
A  Kingdom  without  bounds  of  time  or  space. 
Wherein  all  earthly  kingdoms  should  find  place. 
And  all  men  everywhere  have  liberty. 
And  he  accepted  it  with  joyous  hope 
And  mighty  expectation. 

When  you  span  the  centuries,  can  you  feel  that  you 
are  a  part  of  all  life  ?  Those  ancient  craftsmen  of 
Joseph's  time,  those  writers  and  builders  of  Hebrew  life 
and  thought,  all  artists  and  thinkers  through  the  ages, 
every  person  who  has  ever  contributed  to  the  kindness, 
well  being,  health,  and  beauty  of  life,  and  above  all  the 
knowledge  of  telling  someone  about  salvation  through 
Christ,  all  have  ,a  comradeship  in  the  great  purposes  of 
God  which  you,  too,  can  share. 

.5.  WHAT  IS  GOOD  WORKMANSHIP?  Are  there  some 
qualities  of  good  workmanship  that  the  minister  and  the 
janitor  alike  may  have?  Regardless  of  the  job,  what  is  a 
good  workman?  List  as  m,any  qualities  as  you  can  think 
of.  Do  they  apply  equally  to  a  preacher  Kagawa  ?  Do 
they  also  apply  to  Joseph,  Nehemiah,  Saul  of  Tarsus, 
Peter,  and  Johann  Sebastian  Bach  or  Dr.  Wilfred  Gren- 
fell  ?  And  how  do  they  apply  to  you  ?  It  is  time  we  came 
a  little  closer  to  home!  You  are  a  part  of  this  process 
of  working  with  God — right  now.  It  is  not  the  job  that 
makes  the  difference.  It  is  how  a  person  does  the  job 
(Continued  on  page  14) 
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HOLD  THOU  ME  FAST 

Lord  Jesus  who  would  think   that  I   am   Thine  ? 

Ah!  who  would  think 
Who  sees  me  re,ady  to  turn  back  or  sink 

That  TJ-iou  art  mine  ? 

I  cannot  hold  Thee  fast  tliough  Thou  art  mine; 

Hold  Thou  me  fast, 
So  earth  shall  know  at  last  and  Heaven  at  last 

That  I  am  thine. 

— Christina  Rossetti. 

WE  ARE  "KEPT  BY  THE  POWER  of  God  through 
faith"  (1  Peter  1:5).  We  are  begotten  again  to  an 
inheritance  kept  in  Heaven  for  us  (1  Peter  1:3,  4).  The 
God  Who  keeps  the  inheritance  for  us  is  the  God  Who 
would  keep  us  ,as  heirs  for  the  inheritance  (Romans  8:17). 
The  God  Who  prepares  an  inheritance  for  His  children 
(John  14:2)  would  have  His  children  prepared  for  the  in- 
heritance (Col.  1:12).  An  inheritance  without  wisdom  is 
not  good  (lEccl.  7:11,  12),  and  God's  heirs  must  be  disci- 
plined (Heb.  12:6-8)  that  they  may  be  partakers  of  His 
holiness  (Heb.  12:9-11).  The  unrighteous  shall  not  inherit 
the  kingdom  of  God  (1  Cor.  6:9,  10),  and  neither  can 
flesh  and  blood  inherit  that  kingdom  (1  Cor.  15:50),  but 
we  inherit  the  promises  "through  faith"  (Heb.  6:12),  and 
"he  that  overcometh  shall  inherit  all  things"  (Rev.  21:7). 
So,  on  the  divine  side  "we  are  kept  by  the  power  of 
God,"  and  on  the  human  side  we  are  kept  "through 
faith,"  which  is  manifested  by  our  continued  hearing  and 
following  (John  10:27-29). 

How  much  of  us  will  God  keep  ?  The  whole  being — 
"your  whole  spirit  and  soul  and  body"  (1  Thess.  5:23). 
We  are  to  trust  God  to  keep  us,  not  only  in  spiritual 
things,  but  also  in  material  things  (Matt.  6:25-33;  Phil. 
4:19).  We  are  to  trust  God  to  keep  us,  not  in  a  general 
way,  but  in  every  detail  (Psalm  91:9-12).  He  will  keep 
you  in  the  time  of  trial  (Isaiah  41:10.).  He  will  keep  you 
from  small  sins  as  well  as  very  great  wickedness.  Re- 
member that  small  sins  are  not  small  in  the  damage 
they  do  (Solomon's  Song  2:15).  If  you  think,  for  instance, 
that  outbreaks  of  temper  is  a  small  thing,  note  that  it 
is  a  violation  of  the  highest  law  of  the  New  Testament 
(John  15:12)!  If  you  will  trust  yourself  without  any  res- 
ervation to  the  omnipotence  of  God  your  safety  is  as- 
sured (Psalm  91:1-7). 

One  way  that  God  keeps  us  is  through  obedience  to  His 
commands  (Psalm  37:23).  We  can  experience  the  power 
and  goodness  of  God  only  so  far  as  we  are  in  contact 
and  fellowship  with  Him  (Isaiah  26:3).  The  everlasting 
God  is  Himself  the  hiding-place  of  the  believing  soul 
(Psalm  32:7;  119:114).  In  all  our  thoughts,  words  and 
deeds  we  should  leam  to  be  kept  by  our  Almighty  God 
{P.salm    139:23).   In   every   action   of  grace   we  have  the 


whole  omnipotence  of  God  engaged  to  bl^HS  uh  "ab^^vf 
all  that  we  can  ask  or  think"  when  we  truHt  Him  an  we 
should  (Kph.  3:20).  The  care  of  God  for  His  vineyard  'm 
for  "every  moment,"  "night  and  day"  flwaiah  27:3).  Our 
whole    activity   is   to    be   God's   doing     (Phil.   2:13;. 

"We  are  kept  by  the  power  of  God  THROUGH 
FAITH."  Faith  believes  that  of  ourselves  we  can  do 
nothing  (John  15:5).  The  secret  of  the  spiritual  life  is  our 
faith  in  Another  (Phil.  4:13).  Faith  is  depending  on  Go<l 
as  the  "Helper  of  the  helpless"  (2  Cor.  12:9;.  "The  way 
up  is  down"  (Matt.  23:12).  God  will  honor  our  tini-st  and 
our  faith  in  Him  (Heb.  11:6).  Wo  obtain  that  trust  by 
the  death  of  self  (Gal.  2:20).  Our  own  thoughts  and  ways 
will  not  do  (Isaiah  55:8,  9).  Faith  rests  ujxjn  God's  Word 
without  proof  until  faith  is  exchanged  for  sight  (Heb. 
11:1).  Of  this  the  nobleman  who  returned  from  Cana  to 
Capernaum  is  an  illustration  (John  4:46-54j.  For  him  the 
word  of  Jesus  was  enough.  Since  God  cannot  be  separated 
from  His  Word,  faith  means  fellowship  with  God.  Jesus 
was  the  Author  of  the  nobleman's  faith,  and  He  is  the 
sole  Author  of  our  faith  (Heb.  12:2).  For  lesson  hymn, 
sing  "Moment  By  Moment." 
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Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vanator 

Lesson  for  June  14,  1953 

THE  BASIS  OF  CHRISTIAN  LIBERTY 

Lesson:  Galatians  2:1-10,   19-21 

WE  COME  NOW  to  two  lessons  on  Christian  Liberty, 
and  we  will,  without  doubt,  find  them  over-lapping 
in  a  measure.  But  in  the  first  study  we  want  to  confine 
our  meditations  to  the  "Basis"  of  Christian  liberty.  In 
other  words,  on  what  foundation  does  Christian  liberty 
rest  ? 

Many  people  confuse  the  idea  of  liberty  with  that  of 
a  license  to  do  as  one  pleases  regardless  of  other  people. 
No  better  definition  of  the  scope  of  liberty  can  be  found 
than  in  the  words  of  one  who  said,  "Your  liberty  ceases 
where  my  nose  begins."  Liberty  never  permits  one  to 
encroach  upon  the  rights  of  others.  Liberty  is  not  a  privi- 
lege to  reach  an  individual  end  by  trampling  down  the 
work  or  plans  of  another  in  order  to  obtain  that  end. 
even  though  the  desired  end  might  be  a  worthy  one  in- 
deed. Of  course  we  must  also  remember  that  the  other's 
plans  and  purposes  must  also  be  worthy. 

We  would  be  safe,  then,  in  saying  that  the  idea  of  lib- 
erty is  based  on  a  desire  to  have  men  free  to  live  their 
lives  in  their  own  way,  so  long  as  their  lives  are  lived 
in  a  manner  which  does  not  conflict  or  override  the  life 
of  another  in  such  a  way  as  to  destroy  or  forestall  his 
manner  of  right  living.  In  other  words,  liberty  is  built 
on  the  basis  of  mutual  helpfulness. 

We  meet,  in  this  present  lesson,  the  conflior  of  relig- 
ious thought  that  would  sacrifice  right  and  liberty  for  the 
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sake  of  upholding  a  traditional  religious  ceremonial  rite. 

Paul  hud  been  given  a  task  from  God  Himself — that  of 
taking  the  Gospel  to  the  Gentiles.  The  Jewish  Christians 
insisted  that  in  oixler  to  become  a  follower  of  Jesus 
CTirist.  some  of  the  old  ritualistic  laws  be  conformed  w-ith. 
.Among  these  was  the  rite  of  ciivumcision.  Paul  as  the 
.\lKistle  to  the  Gentiles,  insisted  that  in  the  Christian 
faith  there  is  '"neither  Greek  nor  Jew,  circumcision  nor 
uncircumcision  .  .  .  but  Christ  is  all,  and  in  all,"  and  that 
■*in  Christ  Jesus  neither  circumcision  availeth  anything, 
nor  unoiivumcision,  but  a  new  creature." 

So  when  he  takes  Titus  to  Jerusalem  with  him  into  the 
Holy  Places,  he  is  severely  criticized  and  thus  brings  forch 
his  defense  of  his  liberty  which  he  considers  based  on  the 
oneness  of  those  who  have  confessed  Christ  as  Savior. 
We  judge  Paul  to  be  rather  "righteously  indignant"  by 
the  way  he  thus  writes. 

'Even  though  Paul  Nx-on  a  complete  victory  at  the  Coun- 
cil of  Jerusalem,  as  recorded  in  Acts  15:1-31,  yet  he  was 
plagued  by  the  constant  following  of  the  Judaizers  (this 
party  which  insisted  on  the  observance  of  the  ceremonial 
law)  wherever  he  went.  He  said  they  came  only  to  "spy 
out  his  liberty  in  Christ,"  and  to  make  trouble  for  him. 

So  Paul  deems  it  necessary  to  write  this  warning  letter 
to  the  Galatians  to  set  them  right  on  the  subject  of  lib- 
erty. Through  his  entire  epistle  we  can  see  him  contend- 
ing for  the  doctrine  of  "justification  by  faith" — which  is 
the  basis  of  liberty. 

We  are  never  altogether  free  from  the  element  in  re- 
ligious life  that  insists  that  theological  statements  must 
be  made  in  certain  words  and  that  no  others  will  suffice. 
They  must  be  stated  exactly  as  they  have  been  stated  by 
these  people  or  they  will  bear  the  stamp  of  false  theol- 
ogy. We  like  the  statement  we  have  heard  so  often  from 
Brethren  platforms — "In  essentials,  unity;  in  non-essen- 
tials, liberty;  in  all  things,  charity."  Such  thought  should 
he  fVip  hnsis  of  roal  Christian  Libertv. 


Crusader  Topic 
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and  with  what  purpose.  How  about  taking  care  of  your 
younger  .sister?  That  is  a  job!  Did  you  ever  stop  to  re- 
alize that  you  mean  something  to  that  younger  sister,  or 
brother?  Just  the  kind  of  person  you  are,  good-for-some- 
thing,  or  good-for-nothing,  is  doing  something  to  her  life. 
F^ither  you  are  contributing  to  the  kindness  and  happi- 
ness in  her  world,  or  you  are  not.  .But  you've  got  the 
chance.  Or  that  part-time  job  you  have  after  school  and 
on  Saturdays.  Are  you  working  at  it  as  a  contributor  to 
a  complex  civilization  in  which  others  are  depending  on 
you,  e.specially  God,  or  are  you  just  marking  time  and 
making  money?  Now  is  the  time  to  start  being  what  you 
want  to  be  twenty  years  from  now.  What  you  are  think- 
ing and  doing  now  Is  YOU,  and  it  will  be  a  part  of  the 
adult  YOU  that  you  become.  Think  it  over! 

6.  YOUR  CALLING.  The  greatest  calling  in  the  world 
for  you  is  the  one  in  which  God  can  use  you  best.  Paul 
understood  that  some  are  meant  to  be  teachers,  some 
prophets,  some  ministers,  some  workers  of  another  sort. 
.\11  of  us  together  make  up  the  Church  of  Christ.  What- 


ever the  contribution  you  have  to  make,  "have  done  with 
lessor  things."  Live  greatly!  The  Church  waits  for  you. 
And  God  waits.  Will  you  be  about  your  Father's  Work? 


NEWS  FROM  OUR  CHURCHES 
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history  of  the  Loree  church.  His  mother,  Mrs.  Walter 
Gable  is  one  of  our  very  capable  teachers  in  the  Sunday 
school.  His  lovely  country  home  is  only  two  miles  north 
of  the  Loree  parsonage,  so  we  traveled  back  and  forth 
to  the  meetings,  making  the  extra  driving  for  personal 
visitation.  He  has  been  pastor  of  the  Denver  church  for 
more  than  eight  years  and  is  doing  a  fine  pastoral  work, 
and  also  at  the  Center  Chapel  church,  giving  half  time  to 
each.  His  wife  is  a  very  capable  assistant  to  the  pastor, 
and  his  lovely  family  of  three  children,  Jim,  Mary  and 
Jerry,  also  are  an  added  force  in  pastoral  work. 

The  meetings  were  well  attended  not  only  by  the  Den- 
ver people  many  of  whom  attended  every  night,  but 
groups  from  various  churches:  Center  Chapel,  Mexico, 
Peru,  Loree  and  other  Deedsville  and  Denver  churches. 
Our  ministry  was  received  very  graciously  and  we  would 
feel  justified  in  saying  it  was  a  splendid  meeting.  Rev. 
Gable  directed  the  music  and  rendered  some  special  num- 
bers which  he  does  most  acceptably,  and  arranged  spe- 
cial music  from  others  as  well.  The  last  Sunday  of  the 
meeting  being  Palm  Sunday  we  preached  in  our  own  pul- 
pit in  the  morning,  but  at  Denver  in  the  evening. 

We  thank  Rev.  Gable  and  his  fine  group  of  members 
for  their  many  words  and  deeds  of  kindness.  We  also 
thank  the  Loree  church  for  allowing  their  pastor  this 
extra  meeting  and  also  for  giving  up  their  evening  meet- 
ing and  attending  at  Denver  and  also  giving  up  one 
morning  service.  Rev.  Gable  has  been  generous  in  his  ser- 
vice to  the  Loree  Church  and  all  felt  like  returning  the 
kindness. 

The  week  following,  being  Passion  week,  Loree  held 
three  nights  of  meetings  with  Communion  on  Thursday 
night,  with  a  large  attendance.  The  attendance  for  the 
first  half  of  the  present  quarter  has  given  an  average 
attendance  of  198  at  Sunday  School,  with  the  average  of- 
fering being  $50.35.  Our  Sunday  School  remains  for 
church,  still  there  are  many  people  to  reach  in  this  lovely 
rural  community.  The  Church,  even  in  rural  areas,  is  no 
longer  the  social  center,  and  it  requires  planning  and 
labor  by   capable   workmen   to   build   churches. 

— Claud  Studebaker,  Bunker  Hill,  Indiana. 

ARDMORE,  INDIANA 

There  were  twenty-three  from  Ardmore  who  attended 
the  Indiana  Brethren  Youth  Rally  which  was  held  in  the 
Eskimo   Inn,  at  Winona  Lake,  Indiana,  on  April  25th. 

Our  Sunday  School  recently  purchased  a  good  used 
Wurlitzer  Grand  piano.  The  old  one  in  the  basement  was 
replaced  by  the  one  formerly  used  upstairs. 

The  count  was  one  hundred  and  seventeen  at  the  moth- 
er and  daughter  banquet  which  was  held  May  8th,  in  the 
church  basement,  with  the  men  doing  the  serving  and  dish 
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pushing.   Mrs.  Jon  Lape  of  Elkhart  was  the  speaker  of 

he  evening. 
Daily  Vacation  Bible  School  began  June  2nd,  and  will 

te  conducted  for  two  weeks. 
A  couple  of  our  young  women  have  organized  a  child 

vangelism  class  for  children  up  to  six  years  of  age.  Thi.s 

s    held    each    Saturday  afternoon.   At  a   recent   session, 

here  were  ten  little  tots  there.  God  bless  these  girls  in 

his  splendid  effort. 

A  visitation  program  is  being  launched  by  Rev.  Tinkel 
ind   his   good  wife.    There   were   eight  people   who   went 

ailing  Tuesday  evening,  May  19th.  Around  twenty  homes 
vere  contacted,  and  some  very  encouraging  reports  were 
nade. 

Ardmore  is  a  fast  growing  community.  There  are  now 
me  hundred  and  sixty-six  new  homes  being  erected  at  the 
past  edge  of  Ax'dmore  by  a  construction  company.  Truly 
;he  hai"vest  is  great,  but  the  laborers  are  few.  I  pray  that 
)ur  Brethren  Church  will  grow  in  numbers  as  our  com- 
Tiunity  has,  but  we  also  need  another  kind  of  growth 
ivhich  is  so  necess,ary  to  carry  out  our  blessed  Lord's 
work,  and  that  is  a  spiritual  growth.  Please  remember 
A.rdmore   in   your  prayers,  all   you   faithful   Christians. 

Mrs.  Marshall  Harman,  Cor.  Sec. 

915  N.  Lexington  Ave.,  South  Bend,  Ind. 

CUMBERLAND,  MARYLAND 

On  May  8th,  we  closed  a  12  day  Bible  Conference,  with 
Rev.  Woodrow  B.  Brant  as  our  guest  minister.  We  had 
a  wonderful  time  in  the  Lord. 

Rev.  Brant  expounded  the  Word  faithfully  from  night 
to  night  to  attentive  audiences.  He  spoke  on  the  book  of 
Revelation,  with  the  result  of  ten  being  baptized  and  one 
being  received  by  letter.  There  were  two  reconsecrations. 

Those  to  be  baptized  were  baptized  on  Sunday,  May 
10th,  by  Brother  Robinson,  our  Pastor.  We  continued  the 
meetings  Saturday  night  and  Sunday,  with  our  Pastor 
filling  the  pulpit.  There  were  two  more  reconsecrations. 
A  group  of  our  people  prayed  daily  at  1:00  P.  M.  during 
the  meetings. 

Rev.  Robinson  and  Rev.  Brant  made  75  calls,  dealing 
mostly  with  the  unsaved.  Rev.  Brant  spoke  on  the  radio 
for  several  mornings. 

The  music  was  very  good,  with  many  from  other 
churches  in  the  city  contributing.  For'thi-ee  nights,  we 
had  visitors  from  the  Vinco  (Pennsylvania)  .Brethren 
Church,  of  which  Rev.  Brant  is  the  pastor.  They  brought 
special  numbers  with  them.  Among  other  special  numbers, 
were:  part  of  the  Fort  Hill  High  School  band,  with  their 
Instructor,  who  is  a  good  soloist;  the  choir  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren;  and  some  of  our  own  local  talent. 

One  night,  after  the  services,  we  had  a  young  people's 
meeting  which  was  enjoyed  by  all  who  attended. 

Just  a  note  about  those  who  accepted  Christ.  First,  a 
father  of  five  came  for  reconsecration;  then  his  wife  and 
daughter  accepted  Christ.  Also,  a  mother  and  two  daugh- 
ters; and  man  and  his  wife.  There  are  still  several  others 
awaiting  baptism,  as  circumstances  prevented  their  com- 
ing when  the  others  were  baptized. 

A   delegation  of  our  folks    drove    to    Wayne    Heights, 


Pennsylvania,  on  the  'ird  of  May,  to  Kpend  a  few  hours 
with  the  Biethien  there,  and  rejoicing  with  them  on  the 
completion  and  dedication  of  their  new  church  home. 

Our  Laymen  were  hosts  to  the  Southeastern  Districl 
Laymen  on  May  17th,  with  Carl  MangeH  (a  local  attor- 
ney) as  the  gucHt  speaker. 

We  ordained  two  deacons  and  deacone.sses  on  April 
19th.  We  continue  to  covet  an  interest  in  your  prayers, 
on  behalf  of  those  who  recently  accepted  Christ,  as  well 
us  for  the  rest  of  our  people. 

Our  Mothers  and  Daughters  banquet  was  held  on  May 
12th  with  a  goodly  number  in  attendance  and  a  good  pro- 
gram for  all. 

Mrs.  F.  J.  Beachley,  Cor.  Sec. 
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with  reference  to  entrance  permits,  made  it  impossible 
for  Ken  and  Jeannette  to  obtain  Wsas  while  in  Costa  Rica. 
Therefore,  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  return  to  the 
United  States  and  apply  from  here. 

Wc  are  happy  to  report  that  our  party  was  received 
with  utmost  courtesy  and  consideration  by  the  Vice- 
Consul  at  the  Argentine  Consulate  in  New  York  on  May 
21st.  At  that  time  the  Solomons  filed  applications  for  en- 
trance permits  and  were  given  hope  that  they  would  be 
granted  permission  to  enter  the  Argentine  field  in  due 
time.  For  this  encouragement  we  are  grateful  and  we 
thank  our  Heavenly  Father  for  this  answer  to  our  pray- 
ei"s. 


NOTICE 

(By  action  of  the  Publication  Board,  all  Obituaries 
will  he  limited  to  the  statement  of  the  basic  facts,  from 
now  on,  except  in  the  cases  of  outstanding  Brethren  lead- 
ers. We  trust  that  all  Pastors  and  Church  Secretaries  will 
please  take  note.) 

Oi  Ut  Ui 

SHAFFER.  Mrs.  Mary  Elizabeth  (Stomier)  Shaffer, 
born  May  8,  1876,  died  April  16,  1953  at  her  home  in 
Johnstown.  Member  of  the  Second  Brethren  Church.  Fu- 
neral conducted  by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by  Rev. 
George  H.  Jones,  and  by  Rev.  I.  W.  Wanner,  of  Ou-ist 
E,  U.  B.  Church,  Johnstown. 

— Biiice  C.  Shanholtz. 
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OLORFUL,  attractive,  featuring  inviting  mes- 
sages and  illustrations,  this  series  of  cards  covers 
every  need  and  age — pre-school  through  adult. 

Here  are  both  religious  and  secular  cards,  care- 
fully designed  and  worded  to  draw  children  and 
adults  to  the  Sunday  school.  Each  card  is  an 
effective  attendance  builder — a  very  real  help  to 
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feature  paintings  by  Florence  McCurdy.  Koda- 
chromes  are  used  as  illustrations  on  three  cards. 

Each  card  is  lithographed  in  four  colors,  on 
high-quality  linen-finish  stock,  with  a  friendly 
message  and  an  appropriate  scripture  text.  Space 
for  personal  correspondence  is  provided  on  the 
address  side.  Size  3%x5%  Inches. 
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Official  Organ  of  The  Brethren  Church 


My    PURPOSE 


To  be  a  little  kindlier 

With  the  passing  of  each  day; 
To  leave  but  happy  memories 

As  I  go  along  my  way: 
To  use  possessions  that  are  mine 

In  service  full  and  free 
To  sacrifice  the  trivial  things 

For  larger  good  to  be; 
To  give  of  love  in  lavish  way 

That  friendships  true  may  live, 
To  be  less  quick  to  criticize, 

More  ready  to  forgive; 
To  use  such  talents  as  I  have 

That  happiness  may  grow, 
To  take  the  bitter  with  the  sweet, 

Assured  'tis  better  so; 
To  be  quite  free  from  self-intent 

Whate'er  the  task  I  do, 
To  help  the  world's  faith  stronger  grow 

In  all  that's  good  and  true; 
To  keep  my  faith  in  God  and  right 

No  matter  how  things  run, 
To  work  and  play  and  pray  and  trust 

Until  the  journey's  done. 
God  grant  to  me  the  strength  of  heart. 

Of  motive  and  of  will. 
To  do  my  part,  and  falter  not, 

This  purpose  to  fulfill. 

— Henriette  Heron. 
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Items  of  general  Interest 


Gratis'  Senior  Class  of  13,  on  Sunday  evening,  May  18t} 
GRETNA,  OHIO.  The  Gretna  Church  was  host  to  t 
Miami  Valley  Bret3iren  Youth  Rally  on  June  7th.  Mi 
(Esther  Hurley,  graduate  of  Moody  Bible  Institute,  w 
the  evening  speaker.  This  was  followed  by  a  fireside  Ve 
pers  Sei-vice  in  charge  of  Rev.  Clayton  Berkshire.  Re 
Berkshire  was  also  the  guest  speaker  at  the  mornii 
worship  service. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Kenneth  Solomon  held  the  evening  se 
vice  on  May  24th.  They  presented  a  large  number 
slides,  and  told  about  life  in  Costa  Rica.  Mrs.  Solomc 
sang  a  hymn  in  Spanish. 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  We  are  glad  to  report  to  tl 
Brotherhood  that  Bi-other  Willis  E.  Ronk  is  now  able 
be  up  and  around.  He  was  able  to  be  in  the  pulpit  ar 
preside  for  the  morning  service  on  May  31st.  The  Brotl 
erhood  will  want  to  continue  prayer  in  behalf  of  ,Brotl 
er  Ronk. 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  Brother  L.  0.  McCar 
neysmith  was  guest  of  the  Milledgeville  Sunday  Schoi 
on  May  24th,  giving  the  Quarterly  Temperance  Message 
.Brother  McCartneysmith  brought  the  morning  messag 
in  the  Milledgeville  Church  on.  May  31st. 

Bi'other  H.  H.  Rowsey  was  the  spe,aker  at  the  annuj 
High   School  "Senior  Vespers"  on   May  24th. 

SPECIAL:  You  will  note  that  the  Interesting  Item 
are  rather  brief  this  week.  How  does  this  come  about 
Simply  because  this  past  week  the  bulletins  and  new 
have    been   slow   coming   into   the    Editorial    office. 

People  want  to  know  what  is  going  on  in  your  churcl 
so  send  in  your  Bulletins.  Be  sure  your  Bulletins  contai 
items    which    are    of   interest    to    others. 


GATEWOOD,  W.  VA.  The  Men's  fellowship  was 
scheduled  to  entertain  their  families  at  a  weiner  roast  on 
the  farm  of  one  of  their  members  on  June  12th. 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  Brother  J.  Ray  Klingensmith 
reports  the  baptism  and  reception  of  four  new  members 
recently. 

The  Gideons  conducted  the  evening  service  on  Sunday, 
May  24th. 

JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.,  THIRD  BRETHREN.  The 
Gideon  Male  Chorus  from  the  Maple  Grove  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  presented  a  concert  in  the  Third  Brethren 
Church  on  Sunday  evening.  May  24th. 

BERLIN,  PENNA.  Brother  Lyle  Lichtenberger  was 
the  Baccalaureate  speaker  for  the  local  High  School  on 
May  24th. 

AKRON,  OHIO,  FIRESTONE  PARK  BRETHREN.  A 
special  Memorial  Day  Service  was  held  on  May  31st,  with 
the  young  people  participating.  A  Candle  Lighting  by 
three  girls  was  a  part  of  this  service. 

LIN  WOOD,  MARYLAND.  We  have  received  word 
from  Mrs.  Dyoll  Belote,  that  Brother  Belote  went  to  the 
hospital  on  May  28th,  to  be  operated  on  the  next  day. 
We  do  not  have  the  details,  but  know  that  the  Brother- 
hood  will   want  to   remember   Brother   Belote  in  prayer. 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  Brother  William  S.  Crick  writes,  "Had 
the   privilege   of   bringing   the    Baccalaureate   Sermon    to 


REDWOOD  STADIUM  AT 

ASHLAND  COLLEGE 

GUTTED  BY  FIRE 

The  Fire  Companies  of  Ashland  were  called  to  the  Ash 
land  College  Campus  at  2:15  o'clock  in  the  early  mornin 
of  June  3rd,  when  beautiful  Redwood  Stadium  was  dis 
covered  to  be  ablaze.  Prompt  action  by  the  Fire  Depart 
ment  prevented  complete  destruction.  However,  the  flame 
consumed  approximately  one  third  of  the  stadium,  at  th 
northern  end. 

On  the  day  of  the  fire,  when  this  was  written,  th 
origin  of  the  fii-e  is  undetermined,  and  no  estimate  of  th 
damage  has  been  made,  although  one  look  at  the  destruc 
tion  indicates  that  it  will  run  into  thousands  of  dollar; 

Redwood  Stadium  was  erected  on  the  west  side  of  th 
Ashland  College  football  field  around  the  year  1930. 

It  has  been  just  a  little  over  seven  months  since  Ash 
land  College  sufi'ered  irreparable  loss  in  the  midnigh 
burning  of  the  College's  oldest  building,  Founders'  Hal 
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LAST  IN  A  SERIES 


"And  whatsoever  ye  do  in  word  or  deed,  do  all  in  the 
name  of  the   Lord  Jesus,   giving  thanks  to  Grod  and   the 
Father  by  him."     Colossians  3:17. 


I  TN  PREVIOUS  EDITORIALS  in  this  series  we  have  en- 
'  ■'•  deavored  to  present  the  problem  of  right  or  wrong  as 
it  relates  to  present  day  social  practices.  We  recognized 
that  there  is  ,a  way  of  sin  and  death  and  a  way  of  right- 
eousness and  eternal  life.  We  admitted  that  there  seems 
to  be  doubt  in  the  minds  of  people  today  as  to  a  definite 
and  positive  interpretation  of  God's  Standard  in  relation 
to  these  social  practices.  We  know  that  this  has  presented 
difficulty  in  many  Christian  homes. 

Whatever  we  say,  in  the  last  analysis,  a  person  is  go- 
ing to  do  pretty  well  what  his  conscience  and  his  con- 
victions tell  him  to  do  or  not  to  do.  Since  man  is  guided 
by  his  conscience  and  his  convictions,  we  are  now  con- 
cerned that  these  controlling  forces  might  be  guided 
aright. 

Since  a  person  feels  that  his  course  of  action  is  all 
right,  even  though  his  neighbors  may  consider  him 
"worldly,"  we  find  that  we  must  go  higher  than  earthly 
interpretations  to  get  our  answer.  Thus,  we  turn  to  the 
Word  of  the  Lord  for  our  answers. 

IN  THE  NAME  OF  CHRIST 

If  we  could  have  a  perfect  understanding  and  inter- 
pretation of  the  verse,  "do  all  in  the  name  of  the  Lord 
Jesus,"  the  problem  of  right  or  wrong  would  be  solved. 
Yet  this  verse  is  one  of  the  most  important  guides  to 
bring  us  to  a  proper  understanding  of  that  which  is 
pleasing  unto  God  and  that  which  is  not  pleasing  unto 
Him. 

We  belong  to  Christ.  We  are  bought  with  a  price,  the 
price  being  His  death  and  the  shedding  of  His  precious 
blood  upon  Calvary's  cross.  Therefore,  vdien  such  a  tre- 
mendous price  has  been  paid  to  free  us  from  eternal  bond- 
age and  punishment  for  sin,  we  dare  do  no  less  than  glo- 
rify God  with  our  whole  life.  That  means  that  we  will 
do  nothing  that  will  bring  shame  to  the  name  of  Christ. 
We  will  do  nothing  which  vdll  lead  others  to  sin.  We  will 
live  so  that  others  will  see  Christ  in  us,  and  likewise  seek 
His  salvation.  We  will  not  be  guilty  of  those  things  which 
defile  or  harm  the  body.  Our  Christian  profession  ^\^ll  not 


just  be  our  attendance  at  church,  and  our  name  on  the 
church  roll.  Our  Christian  life  will  be  our  faith  in  action. 
We  will  be  Christ-pleasing  in  every  way. 

HOW  IT  IS  DONE 

We  cannot  do  this  apart  from  a  daily  fellowship  %\-ith 
Him.  It  is  truly  possible  to  have  a  working  fellowship 
with  Christ.  He  can  be  our  helper,  our  friend,  and  our 
ever  present  strength.  Many  times  Christians  have  dis- 
tress in  work,  problems  at  home,  unhappiness,  uncer- 
tainty and  sorrow  simply  because  they  have  gone  into  the 
day  without  Christ.  They  have  missed  the  secret  of  know- 
ing that  Christ  is  able  to  walk  side  by  side,  to  g^ive 
strength,  guidance  and  wisdom. 

We  must  learn  to  walk  in  the  secret  of  His  presence. 
It  is  possible  to  talk  to  Christ  anj^vhere,  any  time,  un- 
der any  circumstance,  that  is,  unless  our  hearts  are  full 
of  sin,  self-will,  and  we  are  knowingly  going  into  the 
paths  of  sin.  Do  you  know  that  right  here  is  our  answer 
to  right  or  wrong?  If  we  have  dwelt  in  His  presence, 
have  asked  Him  to  lead  us  into  the  paths  of  righteous- 
ness, if  we  have  asked  and  received  His  blessing  upon 
our  course  of  action,  then  we  can  know  that  what  we  are 
doing,  or  planning  to  do  is  all  right.  It  is  when  we  stray 
away,  when  we  fail  to  ask  His  guidance;  it  is  when  we 
follow  the  way  of  our  friends,  for  popularity's  sake, 
that  we  do  things  which  are  wrong.  It  is  when  we  sear 
our  conscience,  and  rebuke  the  still,  small  voice  of  con- 
science, Chi'istian  training,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  that  we 
get  into  trouble. 

God's  Word  says,  "Let  the  peace  of  God  rule  in  your 
heaits.  .  .Let  the  Word  of  Christ  dwell  in  you  richly  in 
all  wisdom.  .  ."  These  portions  from  Colossians  are  fol- 
lowed by  the  words  of  our  text,  which  gives  us  our  final 
answer.  History  has  proven  that  when  we  depart  from  a 
working  fellowship  with  Christ  and  His  eternal  Word, 
the  .Bible,  we  get  into  trouble.  God's  chosen  people,  the 
Jews,  and  God's  children  today  (being  His  through 
Christ)  get  into  trouble  when  they  are  not  faithful  in 
prayer  and  Bible  study. 

THE  FINAL  WORD 

To  sum  up  our  thinking  in  this  series  of  Editorials  we 
would  remind  you  that  there  is  liberty  in  Christ  to  live 

(Continued  on  page  91 
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BOYHOOD  DAYS 


OF  A  PIONEER 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY,  MARYLAND  has  been 
the  boyhood  home  of  numerous  individuals  who 
have  gone  forth  to  make  their  names  known  in  the 
Brethren  Church.  These  articles  in  the  main  have  dwelt 
with  the  adults  and  their  work.  It  may  be  doing  them  or 
their  families  an  injustice  to  separate  the  home  life  of 
their  early  days  from  the  accomplishments  of  their  man- 
hood. The  home  furnished  the  basic  training  and  gave 
them  oftimes  the  Spiritual  emphasis  and  foundation  upon 
which  they  built.  Why  we  should  so  often  forget  the  boy- 
hood when  we  recall  that  in  all  recorded  history  that 
only  one  man  ever  lived  who  had  never  experienced  the 
restless  and  growing  days  of  boyhood.  It  has  been  said 
that  Adam  was  the  only  man  who  never  talked  of  his 
boyhood  and  the  hard  work  he  had  to  do  with  the  various 
trials  and  tribulations  of  the  same.  The  advancements  of 
manhood  with  its  changes  over  the  years  oftimes  make 
the  memories  of  boyhood  days  stand  out  rather  boldly. 
Yet  there  comes  a  time  when  the  problems  of  life  bear 
dovm  so  heavily  upon  us  that  the  halcyon  days  of  boy- 
hood become  happy  memories. 

The  one  to  whom  this  article  is  dedicated  will  be  re- 
membered by  many  living.  His  name  was  Daniel  Long 
Miller,  or  affectionately  called  by  many,  "  D.  L.  Miller." 
His  honors  were  numerous,  his  travels  many,  consisting 
of  seven  trips  abroad,  five  of  which  included  Palestine, 
two  of  which  were  around  the  world.  He  was  the  author 
and  compiler  of  twelve  books,  an  honored  Deacon,  Elder 
and  Editor,  a  rich  .storehouse  of  information  and  a  wise 
coun.sellor. 

The  .subject  of  this  article  came  from  a  line  of  hard 
workers  and  tillers  of  the  soil.  Just  when  they  came  to 
America  is  not  known,  but  it  was  before  the  Revolution- 
ar>-  War.  As  did  many  of  the  early  German  emigrants, 
they  first  .settled  in  Pennsylvania,  finally  moving  on  down 
through  the  valleys  until  they  came  to  the  fertile  soil 
of  Maryland.  In  the  beautiful  Cumberland  Valley,  they 
farmed,  lived  and  prospered.  Few  of  them  had  more  than 
a  rudimentary  education,  but  in  this  they  were  like  most 
of  their  neighbors.  Yet  in  spite  of  this  they  were  men 
whose  opinions  and  judgment  were  highly  respected. 
There  were  numerous  Deacons  and  Preachers  among  them 
who  were  respected  leaders  of  the  church.  With  few  ex- 
ceptions   they    belonged   to    the    group    at   that   time   lesH 


than  one  hundred  years  old,  known  as  The  German  Bap- 
tist or  "Dunkard,."  as  they  were  generally  called. 

The  writer  shall  use  either  the  teiTO  "Dunkard,"  or  just 
".Brethren,"  forgetting  the  various  shades  of  divisions 
bearing  the  same  name,  but  of  a  common  origin. 

Abram  Miller,  D.  L.'s  grandfather,  was  born  at  Fair- 
view,  Maryland.  Those  days  were  far  from  peaceful,  as 
the  Indians  constantly  warred  against  the  whites.  When 
the  men  went  to  the  fields  to  work  they  took  their  rifles 
along  with  them  as  a  protection  against  the  Indians  who 
would  creep  up  through  the  surrounding  woods  to  kill 
them.  Abram  helped  in  those  skirmishes  dui'ing  which  he 
learned  the  hard  life  of  the  pioneer.  His  parents  died 
while  he  was  in  his  teens.  He  apprenticed  himself  to  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Wolfe,  and  learned  the  trade  of  Cab- 
inet maker.  About  the  year  1801  he  was  married  to  Mary 
Gill  and  lived  for  some  seven  years  by  the  side  of  Clay 
Lick  Mountain,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade.  Then  he 
bought  the  farm  known  as  "the  old  Miller  Farm"  of  two 
hundred  acres  near  Welsh  Run,  Pennsylvania.  Here  he 
both  farmed  and  worked  at  his  trade  until  his  death  at 
the  age  of  forty-nine. 

His  widow  was  left  with  a  family  of  eight  children, 
and  with  them  she  continued  to  farm.  Her  death  occurred 
when  she  was  eighty-two  years  of  age.  Her  third  son 
Abram,  named  after  his  father,  farmed  for  his  mother 
until  his  marriage  and  soon  .afterwards  bought  a  Mill 
with  his  brothers,  which  was  located  upon  the  Conoc- 
cocheague  Creek,  not  far  from  Hagerstown,  Maryland. 
This  was  just  a  struggling  village  on  the  Western  fringe 
of  civilization.  Abram's  first  wife  was  Susan  Funk,  and 
after  a  short  married  life  she  died.  For  his  second  wife, 
he  married  Catherine  Long,  who  became  the  mother  of 
D.  L.  She  was  born  June  26,  1820,  and  was  the  fourth 
child  in  a  family  of  twelve.  Her  father  was  D,aniel  Long, 
who  was  a  prosperous  farmer  and  deacon  in  the  Dunkard 
Church.  It  may  be  stated  in  this  connection  that  there  are 
still  numerous  descendants  in  Washington  County  of  the 
pioneer  Long  families  who  ,are  still  connected  with  and 
interested  in  matters  Brethren. 

Houses  were  none  too  plentiful  in  those  early  days  and 
Abram  and  Catherine  began  their  housekeeping  in  the 
basement  of  the  mill.  In  these  humble  surroundings,  Dan- 
iel  Long  Miller  was  born.  The  rushing  of  many  waters 
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with  the  creaking  of  the  old  mill  wheel  furnished  the 
music  to  lull  the  youngster  to  sleep.  During  all  the  long 
years  of  a  busy  life,  D.  L.  never  forgot  the  sounds  of 
the  old  mill  which  had  affixed  themselves  upon  his  baby 
ears,  though  he  was  young  when  his  father  built  a  brick 
house  and  moved  from  the  mill  basement  to  the  nearby 
dwelling.  As  was  the  manner  of  those  days,  they  built 
large  houses.  The  house  was  not  only  the  center  of  the 
home  but  at  times  the  shared  center  of  the  community 
life.  It  turned  out  that  there  was  no  mistake  made  in  the 
building  of  the  large  brick  house  for  there  were  thirteen 
children  who  called  it  their  home.  D.  L.  came  back  home 
from  time  to  time  when  manhood  duties  permitted.  The 
last  time  he  was  back  to  the  old  mill,  the  old  room  in 
the  basement  where  he  had  been  born  was  then  in  use  as 
a  pig  pen.  Nevertheless  in  his  eyes  it  was  a  hallowed 
place  for  it  had  been  his  birthplace. 

Abram  Miller,  was  a  man  of  advanced  ideas.  He  was 
net  only  prosperous  but  forward  looking.  Let  it  be  stated 
in  this  connection  that  D.  L.  Miller  died  June  7,  1921,  at 
the  age  of  79  years,  8  months  and  12  days.  One  day  he 
was  riding  with  two  of  his  brothers,  Frank  and  George. 
All  were  aged  men  and  were  gray  haired.  Their  being  to- 
gether rolled  the  years  away  and  they  were,  in  spirit, 
boys  again.  They  fell  to  talking  about  their  father  as  one 
who  accompanied  them  in  that  Automobile  ride  reported. 

Said  George: 

"Things  have  changed  since  father's  time.  I  wonder 
what  he  would  say  could  he  be  here  now — automobiles, 
air-planes,  farm  machinery,  telephones." 

"He  would  have  had  them,"  declared  Frank.  "He  had 
the  first  reaper  in  our  neighborhood." 

"That's  right,"  agreed  George.  "Father  always  believed 
in  keeping  up  with  the  times." 

D.  L.'s  father,  Abram,  was  a  thrifty  and  a  hard  work- 
ing man,  yet  he  was  very  generous  in  his  dealing  with 
others.  There  was  no  short  weight  in  the  grist  taken 
home  by  his  customers  from  the  mill.  He  was  a  man  not 
given  to  excessive  conversation,  and  while  not  only  a 
silent  man,  he  was  also  rather  stern.  He  disciplined  him- 
self as  well  as  his  children,  expecting  them  to  do  their 
share  of  the  work.  Even  though  he  was  exacting,  the 
children  respected  him,  and  in  obeying  his  will,  were  bet- 
ter for  it.  Abram  was  a  deacon  in  the  church  and  took 
a  very  active  part  in  its  work.  In  his  later  days  he  spent 
much  of  his  time  reading  his  favorite  book,  the  Bible.  In 
appearance,  he  was  tall  and  thin  with  dark  eyes  and 
strong  features  which  immediately  dommanded  respect. 
He  was  a  man  of  numerous  skills  among  which  was  the 
natural  art  of  healing.  Though  not  licensed  to  practice 
medicine,  nevertheless  he  M'as  able  to  bring  relief  to  many 
who  came  to  receive  help  for  their  aches  and  pains. 

The  picture  would  be  one  sided  without  a  brief  depic- 
tion of  the  companion  of  Abram  and  the  mother  of  D.  L. 
Catherine  Long  Miller  was  one  of  those  true  God-given 
mothers  who  ruled  by  love.  Her  boys  and  one  daughter 
literally  could  call  her  blessed.  Not  only  mothering  her 
own  large  family,  she  mothered  those  around  her.  In 
times  of  trouble,  it  was  "Aunt  Katie."  When  fever  burned 
and  delirium-tossed  children  brought  clouds  to  the  home, 
it  was  the  same  "Aunt  Katie"  who  seemed  to  know  just 
what  to  do.  Her  contribution  was  so  great  to  the  lives 
of  those  with  whom  she  came  in  contact  that  it  is  said 


that  for  years  after  her  death,  her  influencf;  Htill  guided 
them  in  a  very  unusual  manner.  Surely  the  good  which 
she  did,  did  follow  after  her.  In  Huch  and  of  such  a 
home  was  D.  L.  Miller  born  on  October  5,  1841,  just  one 
generation  following  the  passing  of  Alexander  .Mack,  Jr., 
at  his  GermanUjwn,  Pennsylvania  home. 

D.  L.  often  spoke  of  his  boyhood  memories  and  his 
sainted  mother.  One  of  his  earliest  memories  was  that  of 
the  death  of  his  sister  Sarah,  in  184.5,  when  D.  L.  was 
four  years  old.  He  wanted  to  go  to  the  funeral  but  was 
left  at  home  in  the  care  of  the  negro  "Mammy." 

At  five  he  started  to  school.  Let  us  barken  to  the  de- 
scription of  another  legarding  those  schools  over  a  cen- 
tury ago.  There  was  a  similarity  in  the  schools  and  one 
description  wilj  apply  to  many  of  them. 

"The  school  house  where  D.  L.  attended  was  made  of 
logs.  The  seats  were  of  slabs,  built  too  high  for  the  little 
fellow's  feet  to  touch  the  floor.  So  they  sat  with  feet 
dangling  tiresomely  through  the  day.  There  were  from 
forty  to  sixty  pupils  in  the  school.  Each  pupil  paid  the 
teacher  two  dollars  a  term.  Thus  he  received  his  salary 
and  in  turn  taught  the  pupils  to  read,  write  and  figure. 
Some  teachers  were  competent;  otheis  were  lazy.  D.  L. 
remembers  one  who  slept  during  school  hours  and  another 
who  got  drunk.  But  some  taught  the  squirming  young- 
sters conscientiously,  and  D.  L.  fell  in  love  with  these,  for 
he  liked  his  books."  He  learned  to  read  before  going  to 
school,  which  made  it  considerably  easier  for  him.  In  fact 
his  advance  was  so  rapid  and  his  promotions  so  often 
that  there  was  aroused  among  some  of  the  larger  and 
slower  of  the  pupils  a  certain  amount  of  resentment,  in 
being  outdone  by  one  so  young. 

His  boyhood  was  the  usual  boyhood  with  the  usual 
pranks  and  mischief  connected  with  his  active  life.  We 
give  just  one  instance  of  his  boyhood  which  he  never  for- 
got. He,  with  four  of  his  school  companions,  one  Sum- 
mer day  caught  a  frog  and  proceeded  to  prepare  it  for  the 
frying  pan.  This  was  done  in  a  none  too  human  way. 
Being  reported  to  the  teacher,  he  sat  them  down  before 
him  and  taking  his  knife  from  his  pocket  proceeded  to 
whet  it  upon  a  whetstone,  at  the  same  time  telling  them 
of  the  suffering  of  the  frog.  Each  boy  who  sat  lividly 
before  the  demonstrative  teacher  was  assured  in  his  own 
mind,  that  he  too,  like  the  frog  was  going  to  lose  a  leg 
or  two.  All  five  had  been  asked  to  sit  on  the  slab  seat 
before  the  teacher  with  their  trousers  rolled  up  above 
their  knees,  as  they  thought,  to  make  the  operation  moi-e 
successful.  D.  L.  said  "there  was  weeping  and  mourning 
in  concert.  When  the  exhibition  was  over,  and  we  escaped 
with  our  legs,  we  were  a  happy  lot.  I  learned  a  lesson 
then  that  I  never  forgot.  Teachers  used  the  rods  in  those 
days  freely,  but  the  rod  never  gave  me  a  lesson  as  did 
the  teacher  with  his  knife  and  whetstone." 

School  days  were  few  on  the  frontier,  and  were  usually 
held  when  there  was  the  least  amount  of  work  around 
home  for  the  children  to  do.  D.  L.  recalls  two  teachei-s. 
one  Sam  Ramer,  and  another  George  Hicks.  At  the  age 
of  twelve  he  hired  out  to  Philip  Hammond  for  §2.50  per 
month.  He  worked  for  seven  months  and  was  homesick 
much  of  the  time.  Yet  he  was  a  faithful  worker,  and 
knowledge  of  his  faithfulness  spread  abroad  through  the 
community.  The  next  year  he  hired  out  to  one  Jacob 
Sword,  for  the  increased  wage  of  S4.50  per  month.  The 
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next  ysar  he  worked  for  Jacob  Funk,  a  deacon  in  the 
church.  One  of  his  tasks  was  to  ride  old  "Fan"  to  Hagers- 
town,  carrying  his  splint  basket  filled  with  butter.  Appai- 
ently  tiiere  has  always  been  hostility  between  the  city 
boy  and  the  country  boy,  and  the  Hagei-stown  boys  were 
no  exception  and  would  wait  along  the  side  of  the  village 
streets  and  stone  the  young  huckster.  This  got  to  the 
place  where  the  country  boy  thought  that  something  had 
to  be  done.  So  dismounting  from  old  "Fan,"  he  proceeded 
to  get  busy  not  at  all  despairing  because  there  were  six 
or  eight  boys.  He  settled  the  whole  score  at  once  and  left 
the  field  a  victor  in  the  battle.  "That,"  said  he,  "ended 
the  stone  thi-owing." 

From  1S57  to  1859,  D.  L.  worked  around  the  home 
farm  and  at  the  mill.  Every  task  to  be  found  around  the 
mill  was  given  a  trial  by  the  growing  boy.  Among  them 
was  the  dressing  of  the  mill  stones  which,  because  of 
constant  wear,  had  to  have  grooves  recarved  upon  their 
faces  by  a  cliisel  in  the  hands  of  the  operator.  Oftimes 
pieces  of  steel  would  fly  off  to  enter  the  hands  of  the 
worker  in  the  dressing  process.  D.  L.,  like  his  father, 
carried  some  of  these  with  him  all  the  rest  of  his  life. 

D.  L.  was  somewhat  of  a  disappointment  to  his  father 
in  that  he  did  not  like  the  farm.  His  mind  was  upon 
books  and  their  connections.  All  his  spare  time  he  spent 
in  reading,  and  in  fact  he  was  told  because  of  this  desire 
he  never  would  amount  to  anything.  Books  were  scarce 
in  the  home  library  and  consisted  mainly  of  the  Bible,  a 
hj-mn  book  and  a  history  of  the  world.  Later  his  mother 
gave  him  "Pilgrim's  Progress"  and  "Robinson  Crusoe." 
Books  were  carried  with  him  to  the  fields  and  every  rest- 
ing moment  found  him  reading.  There  were  times  when 
he  forgot  to  go  back  to  work  and  his  father's  wrath  was 
visited  upon  him.  At  the  mill,  he  liked  to  lie  upon  his 
stomach  on  the  tops  of  the  flour  barrels,  reading. 


He  states,  "When  I  was  a  lad,  I  rode  horse  back  to 
Hagerstown  twice  a  week  for  my  father's  mail.  That  was 
before  there  was  a  railway  to  Hagerstown.  The  mail  was 
brought  from  Frederick  on  a  four  horse  stage.  I  used  to 
watch  the  stage  driver,  seated  upon  the  upper  seat,  as 
he  brought  the  horses  to  a  gallop  entering  town,  and 
felt  ho  was  a  great  man.  My  earliest  ambition  was  to  be 
a  stage  driver.  One  of  my  acquaintances  occupied  this 
elevated  position  and  I  longed  to  imitate  him.  Forty  years 
later  I  met  him  in  Maryland,  driving  a  poor  horse  in  a 
small  wagon,  carrying  mail  from  one  office  to  another, 
and  I  had  a  talk  with  him.  I  was  glad  that  I  never  real- 
ized my  ambition." 

At  twelve,  D.  L.  was  converted,  but  in  those  days  in 
the  strict  Dunkard  homes,  childrens  conversions  were 
frowned  upon  by  parents.  He  stated  that  this  happened 
the  first  time  he  went  away  from  home.  He  slept  alone  in 
a  loft  at  the  home  of  Philip  Hammond.  Of  this  conversion 
we  have  his  own  words,  "here  alone  with  God,  I  felt  the 
awakening  of  my  soul.  All  through  the  years  I  prayed 
before  going  to  sleep,  but  here  in  the  old  loft,  in  the 
dark  night,  I  felt  a  call  to  give  my  heart  to  Him,  and  I 
did  so.  I  am  sure  of  this."  However  it  was  not  until  he 
was  a  young  man  that  he  openly  confessed  Christ,  and, 
following  his  baptism,  united  with  the  church  of  his 
fathers,  the  Dunkard  church.  His  baptism  took  place  on 
February  22,  1863  in  the  Conococheague  Creek,  and  was 
administered  by  Elder  David  Miller.  D.  L.  states,  "The 
sun  never  shone  brighter,  and  the  birds  never  sang 
sweeter  than  that  day  as  I  went  home."  He  then  became 
a  member  of  the  church  located  on  the  .Broadfording 
Creek,  not  far  from  Hagerstown.  Thus  did  Daniel  Long 
Miller  grow  to  manhood. 

Saint  James,  Maryland. 


fcv'ycvt'^ivt/^vvixviyit^i*^^^^^ 


Spiritual  riDebitations 

Rev.  Dyoll   Belote 

WHAT  DO   YE  MORE? 

".And  if  you  salute  your  brethren  only,  what  do  ye 
more  than  others?  do  not  the  publicans  even  .so?" — Mat- 
thew .5:47. 

"WHAT  DO  YE  MORE  THAN  OTHERS?"  In  what 
ways  are  we  proving  ourselves  better  than  others?  These 
are  personal  questions,  and  simple  honesty  demands  that 
we  give  a  reasonable  answer.  The  question  of  our  topic 
confronts  us  Christians  with  our  own  shortcomings.  How 
do  we  differ  from  our  non-Christian  neighbors?  If  our 
personal  distinctiveness  rests  only  in  our  church  affilia- 
tion, in  our  singing  of  hymns  and  offering  of  prayer,  it 
may  be  feared  we  havf;  made  but  slight  progress  in 
Christian  growth. 

"What  do  we  more  than  others?"  Are  we  as  Christians 
more  honest  in  our  business  dealings?   Is  "our  word  as 


good  as  our  bond?"  Can  men  trust  us  for  honest  weight 
and  measure?  Is  there  more  affection  in  our  homes?  Do 
our  children  hasten  to  meet  us  if  we  have  been  away 
from  home  for  even  a  brief  while?  Does  our  wife  meet 
us  with  ,a  smile  and  a  kiss?  "Little  things,"  Yes  but 
highly  meaningful.  Are  we  more  generous?  Are  we  more 
ready  to  minister  to  the  world's  need,  in  our  county, 
state,  nation,  the  world  ?  Are  more  ready  to  forgive  ?  Can 
we  receive  insult,  injury,  inflicted  pain  and  not  harbor 
rancor  and  the  desire  to  retaliate,  or  to  get  even?  Our 
question  persists,  "What  do   ye  more  than  others?" 

Whereby  does  the  world  determine  the  measure  of  our 
Christianity?  What  is  it  within  us  that  marks  us  as  the 
children  of  God?  What  do  we  do  that  sets  us  out  as  the 
disciples  of  Christ?  Does  not  the  world  expect  "the  dis- 
ciple to  be  as  his  Lord?"  In  the  face  of  such  questions  as 
we  have  asked,  do  not  many  reputed  Christians  stand 
condemned?  No  matter  what  the  world  may  say  or  do  in 
its  relationship  to  friend  or  foe,  to  men  of  other  races 
and  creeds,  we  must  do  better.  If  a  man  compel  us  to 
go  one  mile — in  assistance  and  ministry  to  the  need  of 
the  world — we  must  go  two;  and  if  he  take  our  cloak 
we  must  give  our  coat  also.  We  must  go  beyond  the  let- 
ter of  the  law,  and  exemplify  the  Spirit  of  the  law. 

— Linwood,  Maryland. 
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Missionary    Department 


DEPUTATrON  WORK  BY  THE  BYLERS 

The  missionary  rally  plan  is  being  used  in  setting  up 
he  itinerary  for  Rev,  and  Mrs.  Rob  Byler.  This  is  an  ef- 
ort  to  reach  more  people  with  more  information  about 
he  Argentine  work.  It  w,as  felt  that  one  sei-vice  was  not 
dequate  time  to  say  all  that  should  be  said  for  the  cause 
missions,  therefore,  weekend  rallies,  including  Friday 
nd  Saturday  nights,  are  being  planned  where  several 
hurches  are  able  to  coopera-te  in  this  endeavor. 

The  nightly  program  during  these  rallies  will  include 
devotional  opening,  fifteen  minutes  of  slides  on  Ai-gen- 
ina,  and  a  missionary  message.  Where  it  is  possible  to 
lold  children's  meetings  and  women's  meetings  in  the 
tfternoon,  such  meetings  will  be  arranged. 

The  Bylers  will  make  appearances  in  local  churches  on 
veek  nights  as  time  and  circumstances  permit.  They  will 
llso  be  present  for  the  Indiana,  Ohio,  and  Southeastern 
District  Conferences. 

SERMONETTE 

The  Christian's  money  is  accumulated  power.  We  are 
in  accumulating  society.  Putting  our  money  together,  we 

re  aggressively  pushing  tow,ard  a  missionary  program. 
lYou  are  enabled  to  extend  the  field  of  your  life's  service 
py  giving  regularly  and  often  your  gifts  to  the  Mission- 

ry  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church,  524  College  Ave.,  Ash- 
land, Ohio. 

THE  MAU  MAU  MOVEMENT 

The  Mau  Mau  uprisings  in  Kenya,  East  Africa,  have 
been  given  quite  a  bit  of  attention  by  news  writers  in  re- 
cent weeks  and  have  stirred  the  minds  of  those  concerned 
about  Christian  missions  in  Africa. 

"The  so-called  Mau  Mau  movement  has  gripped  the  life 
of  many  of  the  Kikuyu  people  in  the  settled  areas  as  well 
as  of  some  in  the  tribal  lands.  Mau  Mau  has  become  a 
subversive  secret  society  propagated  by  threats  of  vio- 
lence; it  is  with  difficulty  that  its  members  become 
known,  and  new  members  are  obtained  by  subterfuge:  a 
man  or  a  woman  may  be  invited  to  a  party,  and  part  waj'^ 
through  the  party  be  taken  off  and  forced  to  take  an 
oath  which  commits  him  or  her  to  the  Mau  Mau  "pro 
gramme"  of  non-cooperation  with  the  government,  of  op- 
position to  the  Church,  and  of  eviction  of  the  European 
community." 

As  we  study  the  situation  in  Kenya  we  recognize  that 
economics,  politics,  religion,  fear  and  hatred  all  play  their 
lamentable  parts.   Education,  without  doubt,  is  a  contri- 


buting factor  one  way  or  another.  It  may  be  the  case 
of  "a  little  learning  being  a  dangerous  thing."  Again  it 
may  be  that  the  head  has  been  educated  while  the  heart 
has  not.  Christian  missions  may  need  to  look  at  the 
Kenya  picture,  analytically,  and  foirnulate  some  new  ob- 
jectives. New  attitudes  toward  the  African's  problems 
and  imaginative  thinking,  which  can  bring  the  white  man 
closer  to  an  understanding  of  the  black  man's  needs,  are 
imperative  in  the  future  planning  of  missionary'  work. 
Most  of  all  the  African  must  be  soundly  converted  and 
then  well-grounded  in  the  Word  of  God.  Where  this  has 
been  done  the  white  man  has  made  faithful  allies  and  co- 
operative fellow-laborers. 

AN  AFRICAN  WOMAN  LED  THE  WAY 

Mama  Wala,  an  African  woman  who  lived  in  a  village 
in  .Belgian  Congo,  Africa,  became  a  Christian.  Later  her 
husband  died,  so  she  returned  to  the  village  of  her  rela- 
tives. This  village  was  in  the  forest  quite  a  distance  from 
a-n  auto  road,  and,  at  that  time,  the  village  had  not  been 
visited  by  a  Protestant  missionary.  A  few  years  later  mis- 
sionaries were  surprised  when  they  entered  this  village 
to  find  a  group  of  Christians  meeting  together  regularly. 
In  spite  of  persecution,  Mama  Wala  had  witnessed  faith- 
fully and  had  led  a  number  of  people  to  Christ.  Today  one 
of  the  most  active  churches  in  this  section  of  Congo  is 
this   church   for  which   Mama   Wala   laid   the   foundation. 

—World  Outlook. 

TESTIMONIES 

On  the  next  to  his  last  birthday,  Da^^d  Livingstone, 
far  from  friends  and  home,  but  near  to  God,  wi-ote  in  his 
diary:  "My  Jesus,  my  King,  my  Life,  my  All,  I  again 
dedicate  my  whole  self  to  thee." 

Count  Zinzendorf  cried:  "I  have  but  one  passion,  it  is 
He,  only  He." 

A  Minneapolis  pastor  said:  "We  need  more  men  who 
think  big  and  grow  in  stature.  Many  a  poor  pastor  chafes 
under  an  Official  Board  that  is  ever  cheering  for  economy 
when  something  beyond  pajing  a  coal  bill,  or  electric  bill 
comes  up. 

In  my  ministry  I've  observed  that  many  of  those  who 
talk  with  loud  zeal  for  economy  are  talking  about  money 
the  most  of  which,  however,  was  contributed  by  the-  oth- 
er fellow. 

It's  a  real  joy,  I  repeat,  to  be  in  the  company  of  men 
who  look  upon  the  office  to  which  they  have  been  elected 
as  a  trusteeship  and  feel  that  the  greatest  profit  fivm  an 
investment  of  this  nature  comes  to  the  congi-egation  the 
pastor  serves." 
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PROGRAM  OF  THE  SIXTY-SIXTH  SOUTHEASTERN  DISTRICT  CONFERENCE 


June   23rd   to   25th 

^3* 


9:15 
9:3U 


(.Eastern  Standard  Time  will  be  observed) 

THE  CONFERENCE  PROGRAM 

Tuesday  Evening,  June  23 

:30     Song  Senice 

Devotions  in  charge  of  Moderator,  Rev.  J.  F.  Locke 
Welcome    by   the    local   pastor,   Rev.  James  E.  Ault 
Special    Music,    Announcements,    Offering 
Appointment    of    Credential    Committee 
Sermon   . .    Vice  Moderator,  Rev.  Cecil  Bolton,  Jr. 
Assignment  of  delegates  to   their  rooms. 

Wednesday  Morning,  June  24 

Devotions    Rev.   Freeman  Ankrum 

Bible  Lecture Prof.  lEdwin  .Boardman 

10:3U     Business  Session: 

Report    of    Credential    Committee 

Election  of  Officers 

Report    of    District    Mission    Board 

Report  of  College  Trustees 

Report  and  plans  for  Summer  Camp 

Appointment  of  Committees 

(2  at  large  on  Dist.  Executive  Committee; 
College  Trustees;  Mdnisteitial  Examining 
Board;  Ministerial  Aid  Board;  National  Con. 
Executive  Com.,  2  members;  Christian  Educa- 
tion Board.) 

11:00     Departmental  Sessions 
Ministers  and  Laymen 
(Program  appears  at  end  of  Regular  program) 
12:00     Lunch 

Wednesday  Afternoon 

1 :30     Devotions    Rev.   E.   L.   Miller 

Moderator's  Address    Rev.  John  F.  Locke 

Business  Session: 

Reading  of  Minutes:  District  Mission.s  Report; 
Report  of  Committee  on  Conference  Location  for 
1954;  Selection  of  Board  Members;  other  busi- 
ness. 

3:00     Departmental  Sessions: 
Ministers  and  Laymen 

Wednesday  Evening 

7:30     Devotions    Rev.  James  lE.  Ault 

Special    Music    Hagerstown    Choir 

Announcements  and  Offering 

Address       "Tithing-Stewardship" 

Rev.  E.  L.  Miller 
Movie  Sponsored  by  W.  M.  S. 

"Piercing  the  Shadows" 


Hagerstown,   Maryland 

Thursday  Morning,  June  25 

9:15     Devotions   Rev.  T.  D.  Sw^artz 

9:30     Address    College   Representative 

10:00     Business  Session: 

Reading  of  Minutes;     Reports;    All    unfinished 
Business 

11:00     Departmental  Sessions: 
Ministers 
W.  M.  S. 

Thursday  Afternoon 

1:30     Departmental  Sessions 

2:30     Bible  Lecture Prof.  Edwin  Boardman 

Closing  of  Conference  in  charge  of  Moderator 

DEPARTMENTAL  SESSIONS 

Wednesday 
11 :00  A.  M.     Address — Laymen 
2 :45  P.  M.     Address — Laymen 

Thursday 

11:00  A.M.     Address:  Ministers:  Arthur  Tinkle 
1:30  P.M.     Address:  Ministers:  Milton  Robinson 

1       HOi     ■ 

CONFERENCE  OFFICERS 

Moderator   ■. Rev.  John  F.  Locke 

Vice  Moderator   Rev.  Cecil  Bolton,  Jr. 

Assistant  Sec.-Stat Rev.  DyoU  Belote 

Treasurer   Rev.  Dyoll  Belote 

This       V       That 

By  the  Editor 

■   If  ■ 

Last  week,  the  Publishing  Company  finished  the  Adult 
Quarterlies  for  the  Third  Quarter,  July,  August  and  Sep- 
tember. We  trust  that  you  are  using  these  Quarterlies 
in  your  Sunday  School.  All  Brethren  Churches  should  be 
using  these  Quarterlies  in  their  Adult,  Young  Married 
People's  Classes,  and  for  all  Classes  out  of  High  School. 
The  Youth  Quarterly,  now  being  printed,  is  designed  for 
Intermediates  and  Young  People.  Send  in  your  orders, 
NOW,  for  these  helpful  Quarterlies. 

•     •     • 

In  this  issue  we  are  printing  the  complete  list  of 
"Where  To  Send  Your  Offerings."  The  fiscal  year  for 
most  of  our  Denominational  .Boards  is  soon  to  close.  If 
you  have  not  yet  sent  in  your  offering  for  any  of  them, 
we  urge  you  to  do  so  now.  Send  to  the  person  listed  un- 
der the  respective  Boards. 
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I'AGK  NINE 


n   youth    doWdf     tokts    a  trfp 


nvest 


n 


Breth 


ren 


Youth 


We  hope  that  your  dollars  have  been  given  the 
opportunity  to  take  this  trip.  The  Brethren  have 
been  very  helpful  to  the  youth  program  and  we 
believe   it  will    be  true  this  year  again. 

If  you  haven't  given  anything  yet,  why  don't 
you  plan  to  invest  your  dollars  in  a  program  for 
youth  which  is  gaining  strength  ? 

Where  could  you  get  more  for  your  investment 
than  through  the  lives  of  young  people  ?  IXVEST 
IN  YOUTH— INVEST  IN  BRETHREN  YOUTH. 

Give  through  your  church,  or  send  your  con- 
tribution directly  to  Brethren  Youth,  Ashland 
College,  Ashland,  Ohio. 


^.-IH-H 


THE  EDITOR'S  PULPIT 

IS  IT  RIGHT  OR  IS  IT  WRONG? 

(Continued  from  Page  3) 

in  glorious  freedom.  We  are  not  bound  by  the  law  of 
Moses.  We  are  free  to  exercise  our  own  desires.  Many 
have  used  this  liberty  to  give  way  to  sinful  practices. 
Many  have  said  that  they  are  saved,  never  to  be  lost,  and 
thus  many  have  used  this  liberty  to  engage  in  sin.  We 
shudder  at  such  an  interpretation,  for  such  a  course  of 
action  can  but  condemn  such  a  soul  to  Hell. 

The  liberty  in  Christ  gives  us  license  to  live  a  glorious 
freedom,  yes.  ,But  it  is  to  be  done  according  to  the  Chris- 
tian graces:  brotherly  love,  forgiveness,  in  honor  pre- 
ferring one  another,  doing  unto  others  as  you  would  have 
other's  do  unto  you,  etc. 

There  is  an  open  field  for  those  today  who  desire  to 
live  by  the  rule  of  doing  all  things  in  the  name  of  the 


Lord  Jesus.  The  church,  the  world  needs  these  stalwart 
souls  to  emit  the  strength  of  strong  convictions  against 
evil,  against  sinful  practices.  With  the  peace  of  God  in 
our  hearts  and  the  Word  of  God  in  our  hearts  and  minds, 
great  victory  will  be  ours.  As  faithful  soldiers  of  the 
Cross,  we  will  march  forward  into  war  against  evil.  We 
will  hold  high  before  us  the  banner  of  the  cross,  to  the 
day  when  our  faith  shall  become  sight,  and  our  battle 
scarred  armour  shall  be  replaced  with  the  white  robes 
of  righteousness. 

Christ  is  able  to  keep  us  from  falling,  and  even  though 
the  battle  goes  sore  against  us,  we  shall  not  fail.  With 
our  trust  in  Him,  with  our  close  fellowship  with  Him,  we 
shall  strive  valiently  onward  to  the  day  of  victory.  In 
terms  of  eternity,  these  few  years  of  earthly  life  are  not 
long.  But  here,  in  this  life  we  are  determining  our  eter- 
nal destiny.  Be  certain,  dear  friends,  that  you  belong 
to  Christ,  and  that  you  live  for  Him  day  by  day.  Be  not 
led  astray  into  the  paths  of  sin  by  either  youi-  own  lusts 
or  the  social  evils  of  tlie  day.  Rather,  be  strong  in  the 
Lord,   and   you   shall   wear  the  victor's  crown. 

— W.  S.  B..  Editor. 


rAC.bl  TEN 


THE    BRETHREN    EVANGEl.lSl 


Alphabet  of  a  Good  Steward 


ALL  things  were  made  by  liim;  and  without  him  MY    little    children,    let    us    not    love    in  word. 

was  not  anything  made  that  was  made.  John  neither  in  tongue;  but  in  deed  and  in  truth.  I 

1  :3.  John  3:18. 

liOTH  riches  and  hcnor  come  of  thee,  and  thou  NOW  therefore,  our  God,    we    thank    thee    and 

reignest  over  all:  and  in  thine  hand  is  power  Pi'aise  thy  glorious  name.  I  Chron.  29:13. 
and  might;  and  in  thine  hand  it  is    to    make 

great,  and  to  give  strength  unto  all.  1  Chron.  OFFER    unto    God    thanksgiving,    and    pay    thy 

.n^.|.)  vows  unto  the  Most  High.  Psalm  50:14. 


CAST  thy  bi-ead  upon  the  waters;  for  thou  shall 
lind  it  after  many  days.  Eccl.  11 :1. 


PRAY  without  ceasing.  I  Thess.  5 :17 
QUENCH  not  the  Spirit.  I  Thess.  5:19. 


DO  all  things  heartily  as  unto  the  Lord,  and  not  RENDER  therefore  unto  Caesar  the  things  which 

unto  men.  Col.  3:23.  are  Caesar's;  and  unto  God  the  things  that  are 

God's.  Matt.  22:21. 

EVERY  good  gift  and  every  perfect  gift  is  from 

above  and  ccmeth  down   from  the  Father  of  SERVE  the  Lord  with  gladness ;  come  before  his 

Lights.  James  1 :17.  presence  with  singing.  Psalm  100 :2. 

FOR  whei-e  your  treasure    is,    there    will    your  THE  silver  is  mine,  and  the  gold  is  mine,  saith 

heart  be  also.  Luke  12 :34.  the  Lord  of  hosts.  Hag.  2 :8. 


GIVE  unto  the  Lord  the  gloiy  due  unto  his  name; 
bring  an  offering,  and  come  into  his  courts. 
Psalm  96:8. 

HONOR  the  Lord  with  thy  substance  and  with 
the  first-fruits  of  thine  increase.  Prov.  3:9. 

IN  the  uprightness  of  mine  heart,  I  have  willing- 
ly offered  all  these  things.  I  Chron.  29:17. 

JESUS  said:  It  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to 
receive.  Acts  20:35. 

KNOWING  that  whatsoever  good  thing  any  man 
doeth,  the  same  shall  he  receive  of  the  Lord 
whether  he  be  bond  or  free.  Eph.  6:8. 

LAY  not  up  for  yourselves  treasures  upon  earth, 
where  moth  and  rust  doth  corrupt,  and  where 
thieves  break  thiough  and  steal ;  but  lay  up 
for  yourselves  treasures  in  heaven.  Matthew 
6:19-20. 


UNTO  whomsoever  much  is  given,  of  him  shall 
be  much  required.  Luke  12:48. 

VERILY  I  say  unto  you,  Inasmuch  as  ye  have 
done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these,  my 
brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me.  Matt.  25 : 
45. 

WILL  a  man  rob  God?  Yet  ye  have  robbed  me. 
But  ye  say.  Wherein  have  we  robbed  thee?  In 
tithes  and  offerings.  Malachi  3 :8. 

XCEPT  your  righteousness  shall  exceed  the 
righteousness  of  the  scribes  and  Pharisees,  ye 
shall  in  no  case  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.  Matt.  5:20. 

YE  are  bought  with  a  price;  therefore  glorify 
God  in  your  body,  and  in  your  spirit,  which  are 
God's.  I  Cor.  6:20. 

ZEALOUS  of  good  works.  Titus  2:14. 

— From  "Stewardship  Stories." 
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GARBER  MEMORIAL  CHURCH 
MOVES  AHEAD 


PAGE  ELEVEN 


(Reprinted  from  the  Garber  Memorial  Brethren  Church 
lulletin.) 

About  June  7,  1948,  the  Garber  Memorial  Brethren 
Ihurch  opened  its  doors  for  worship  as  a  missionary  pro- 
set  of  the  Park  Street  Brethren  Church  (Ashland,  Ohio). 
Jnder  the  leadership  of  Kobert  Holsinger,  as  Class  Lead- 
r,  and  William  Fells,  as  Student  Pastor,  with  the  helpful 
ssistance  of  his  wife,  Elsie,  as  Pianist,  the  church  rap- 
ily  progressed  until  on  Christmas  Sunday,  1948,  we  had 
,n  attendance  of  67,  the  largest  on  record.  In  the  fall  of 
949  a  great  step  forward  was  taken  by  the  women  of 
ur  church  when  they  organized  the  Garber  Memorial 
Voman's  Missionary  Society,  which  has  continually  been 
he   most   active   organization   of  our  church. 

The  Gaa'ber  Memorial  Brethren  Church  has  been  the 
raining  and  proving  ground  for  several  of  our  Ashland 
College  students,  and  has  done  much  toward  preparing 
hem  for  greater  service.  Robert  Holsinger  is  now  pastor 
)f  the  Cameron,  West  Virginia  and  Quiet  Dell,  Pennsyl- 
'^ania.  Brethren  Churches;  William  Fells  is  pastor  of  the 
A^'est  Salem  and  Homerville  Methodist  Churches;  Robert 
VI,adoski   is   pastor   of  the   Lathrop,    California,  .Brethren 

hurch;  Kenneth  and  Jeannette  Solomon  are  preparing 
:or  missionary  service  in  Argentina;  Robert  Hoffman 
s  pastor  of  the  Smithville,  Ohio,  Brethren  Church; 
Greorge  Solomon  is  pastor  of  the  Gretna,  Ohio,  Brethren 

hurch;  our  present  pastor,  Horace  Huse,  will  go  in  July 
to  become  pastor  of  the  Main  Street  Brethren  Church, 
Meyersdale,  Pennsylvania. 

A  significant  ministry,  not  fully  realized  or  appreciated 
by  our  people,  has  been  the  film  industry  under  the  di- 
rection of  Kenneth  Howard.  The  most  important  im- 
provement to  our  church  was  the  recently  finished  addi- 
tion; a  partial  basement,  housing  a  Sunday  School  room, 
a  furnace,  and  two  rest  rooms. 

The  future  of  our  church  depends  upon  the  way  in 
which  the  people  in  this  community  make  use  of  this  op- 
portunity to  worship  their  Heavenly  Father.  In  other 
words,  it  depends  upon  YOU.  We  sincerely  hope  and  pray 
for  the  day  when  our  church  will  be  organized  and  self- 
supporting,  and  able  to  send  out  missionaries  to  other 
communities  and  countries. 


Ay — ^^ 


■y^ 


How  About 
Your  Offerings?? 


THE  EDUCATIONAL  DAY   Oil  FAUSC 

Make  checks  to  Ashland  College,  and  send  to  .\shland 
College,  Ashland,  Ohio,  and  mark  on  Envelope  "Educa- 
tional  Day   Offering." 


HOME  MISSION   OFFERINti 

Make  checks  to  the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren 
Church,  and  address  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren 
Church,  524  College  Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio. 


WHITE  GIFT  OFFERING 

Make  checks  to  Henry  Bates,  Treasurer  of  National 
Sunday  School  Assn.,  and  address  to  Prof.  Henry  Bates, 
Ashland   College,   Ashland,   Ohio. 


PUBLICATION    DAY   OFFERING 

Make  checks  to  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company,  and 
address  The  .Brethren  Publishing  Company,  524  College 
Avenue,  Ashland,   Ohio. 


BENEVOLENT  OFFERING 

(For  Brethren  s  Home  and  Retired  Ministers'  Fund) 
Make  checks  payable  to  L.  V.  King,  Treasurer,  and  ad- 
dress Rev.  L.  V.  King,  1033  E.  Main  St.,  Louisville.  Ohio. 


FOREIGN  MISSIONARY  OFFERING 

(Easter) 

Make  checks  to  The  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren 
Church,  and  address  The  Missionary  Board  of  the  Breth- 
ren Church,  524  College  Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio. 


BRETHREN    YOLTH    OFFERING 

Make  checks  payable  to  Margaret  E.  Lowery,  Treasur- 
er, and  address  Miss  Margaret  E.  Lowery,  Samaritan 
Hospital,   Ashland,    Ohio. 


I'AGK  TWELVE 


THE    BRETHREN    EVANGELi; 


lopic    For    Juno    21,    1953 

I  HE  CHRIS  I  IAN   AM)  HIS  VACATH)N 

Ps.  121:8;  Mark  ti:31.  32;  (Jalatians  1:16-18 

•*Tht'  l^)rd  -hall  jirt'sorvo  (h\   noinj;  out  and  thy  coming  in 
from  ihi>  linu'  fortli.  and  ommi  for  i'>tMmoro." 

—Psalm  121:8. 

IN  THE  MORMNl.;.  .Now  that  vacation  time  is  here 
when  your  alarm  clock  awakens  you  in  the  morning  with 
its  insisteJit  ring,  or  your  mother's  voice  reminds  you  tlvU 
a  new  day  has  begun,  what  thoughts  go  through  your 
head?  Do  you  roll  over  and  wish  you  could  skip  the 
twenty-four  hours  ahead  of  you,  or  do  you  lie  there  list- 
ening to  the  sounds  of  the  new  day  and  think  with  the 
Psalmist,  "This  is  the  day  which  the  Lord  hath  made; 
We  will  rejoice  and  be  glad  in  it."— Psalm  118:24.  AT 
NIGHT.  At  night  before  falling  asleep,  do  you  think 
about  all  the  troubles  you  have  had  during  the  day,  or 
do  you  remember  the  good  things  you  have  enjoyed  and 
thank  God  for  them?  Do  you  worry  about  tomorrow,  or 
do  you  ask  God  for  wisdom  and  will  power  to  plan  so 
that  when  tomorrow  night  comes  you  may  say,  "Today 
was    better   than    yesterday.    I    am   closer   to   God." 

1.  PLAN  VOL  R  VACATION  TLME.  Although  all 
your  life  is  a  gift  of  God  you  cannot  live  life  all  at  once. 
God  has  planned  that  you  must  live  each  moment,  each 
hour,  and  each  day  as  it  comes.  What  kind  of  living 
makes  the  hours  between  sunrise  and  sunset  glorious 
ones?  Does  your  body  help  or  hinder  that  best  YOU? 
Is  your  mind  eager  and  alert?  Are  you  master  of  your 
emotions  or  do  you  give  way  to  anger,  hate  and  resent- 
ment? Do  you  feel  that  everyone  is  against  you?  Do  you 
think  of  God  as  your  understanding  Heavenly  Father? 
What  did  you  do  with  youi-  extra  hours  yesterday?  In 
them  did  you  add  to  your  life  that  plus  quality  which 
makes  it  different  and  closer  to  God?  You  may  do  that, 
or  you  may  use  these  same  hours  to  bring  into  your  life 
that  which  will  make  it  a  burden  to  yourself  and  those 
aU>ut  you.  It  is  worth  while  scheduling  those  extra  houis 
so  that  you  may  get  the  most  out  of  them. 

2.  OrT[X)OR  ?XTN.  Regular  work  .should  have  a 
definite  place  in  your  .schedule  thi.s  summer.  You  will  also 
want  at  least  an  hour  of  active  outdoor  play  every  day.  Tiy 
to  find  some  time  to  observe  the  beauties  of  nature.  A  defi- 
nite plan  of  nature  study  will  give  you  great  enjoyment 
for  the  time  spent.  Hird  study,  or  a  study  of  trees  is  better 
than  ju«t  day  dreaming  out  of  doors.  Now,  during  vacation, 
is  your  chance  to  get  in  some  good  work  on  your  Christian 
activities.  Remember  summer  vacation  is  the  time  when 
some  take  a  wr-ek  or  two  for  church  camp.  We  of  thf  Tireth- 
ren  Church  have  through  the  efforts  of  our  National  Sun- 
day School  Association  and  our  Districts  been  able  to  pro- 
vide camps  for  all  young  people  in  the  National  Rrother- 
hood.  So,  young  people,  look  ahead  anrl  plan  to  go  with  the 


group  from  your  church  to  a  well-organized  church  can 
in  your  District,  where  fun  and  worship,  study  and  makii 
friends  are  all  combined  into  one  glorious  out-of-doors  e; 
perience. 

3.  REST.  God  offers  us  rest  for  weary  souls.  That  mu, 
be  why  the  song  writer  tells  about  "the  shadow  of  a  gre; 
rock  in  a  weary  land."  Much  the  same  blessing  appears  i 
the  words  of  the  Master:  "Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  laboi 
and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest.  Take  my  yol* 
upon  you,  and  learn  of  me;  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  i 
heart:  and  ye  shall  find  rest  unto  your  souls."  In  the  mids 
of  summer  there  may  be  special  need  of  God's  protectioi 
Whenever  one  travels  through  a  land  of  hills  and  valley; 
whether  by  day  or  night,  one  cannot  know  what  lies  aroun 
the  next  bend  in  the  road,  but  still  there  need  be  no  hesits 
tion  or  fear.  Even  amid  the  densest  fog  or  the  deepest  snov 
the  child  of  God  can  rest  in  the  assurance,  "He  knowet 
the  way  that  I  take."  When  we  thank  God  for  all  His  good 
ness,  therefore,  let  us  be  sure  to  include  His  loving  protec 
tion  on  all  that  we  do  this  vacation  season. 

4.  TRAVEL.  At  this  time  of  the  year  everyone  longs  t 
take  their  families  and  friends  and  fly  away  to  the  hilk 
At  such  a  season  one  ought  to  sing  or  read  the  Traveler' 
Psalm.  In  many  of  your  homes  if  a  brother  or  sister  i 
about  to  depart  for  a  journey,  of  if  a  loved  one  has  com 
from  afar,  the  members  of  the  family  join  in  repeatinj 
the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-first  Psalm.  Then  they  unit 
in  a  brief  prayer,  which  has  to  do  with  the  travelinj 
mercies.  At  this  vacation  season  no  part  of  the  Bibl 
could  be  more  fitting.  The  Traveler's  Psalm  appears  ti 
have  been  sung  by  the  Children  of  Israel  as  they  jour 
neyed  up  to  Jerusalem  to  enjoy  one  of  the  annual  feasts 
These  festal  seasons  ordained  of  God  served  as  the  very  im 
portant  days  of  the  Hebrew  year.  Leaving  their  homes  an( 
their  daily  toil,  with  all  its  dtill,  drab  drudgery,  thosr 
farmers  and  their  households  would  sing  as  they  travelec 
their  way  up  to  the  City  of  God:  "I  will  lift  up  mini 
eyes  unto  the  hills,  from  whence  cometh  my  help?"  Tlier( 
the  Hebrews  found  the  Living  God. 

.5.. LIFE'S  FINAL  VACATION  TRAVEL.  In  the  midsi 
of  busy  life  today,  with  all  its  uncertainties  and  perils 
as  well  as  its  alanms  and  fears,  what  does  the  average 
person  need  so  much  as  the  calm  assurance  that  Got 
is  leading  him  safely  home  ?  According  to  a  wise  old  say- 
ing, the  best  part  of  our  travels  is  the  joy  of  coming 
home.  In  like  manner,  the  God  of  the  Traveler's  Psahr 
bids  us  to  think  of  life  here  below  as  traveling  tov/arc 
the  Heavenly  Home.  That  must  have  been  the  spirit  in 
which  Missionary  David  Livingstone  bade  farewell  to  his 
loved  ones  when  he  was  about  to  sail  away  to  darkest 
Africa.  On  the  moming  of  November  17,  1840,  he  read 
with  his  loved  ones  this  Traveler's  Psalm.  Then  the^ 
knelt  to  pray  that  God  would  keep  the  son  who  was 
traveling  afar,  as  well  as  those  who  tarried  it  home,  be- 
cause of  the  Father's  will.  In  the  heart  of  David  Liv- 
ingstone, while  wandering  through  the  jungles  and  the 
swanps  of  Africa,  there  was  ever  the  thought  of  home. 
That  was  where  someday  he  hoped  to  enjoy  the  fellow- 
ship of  his  father  and  mother.  But,  the  missionary  was 
never  again  to  look  upon  the  face  of  his  father  in  the 
flesh!  Still  he  could  keep  on  singing  the  Ti'ave!ei''s  Psalm. 
By  faith  the  missionary  knew  that  God  would  lead  His 
misionary  servant  at  last  to  the  Heavenly  Home. 

YOUNG    PEOPLE,   from    beginning   to   end,   the   Trav- 
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Icr's  Psalm  keeps  singing  al)out  the  loving  care  of  (iod 
II-  His  children  one  by  one.  Now  He  wishes  each  of  you 
I  make  this  Psalm  your  own.  In  oj'der  to  do  so,  commit 
he  words  to  memory.  Is  the  God  of  the  Ps,almist  your 
rrsonal  God?  If  so,  you  can  go  forth  on  life's  journey 
iiafraid.  Begin  now  to  form  the  habit  of  lifting  up  your 
yes  to  the  hills.  There  you  will  behold  the  God  of  the 
'laveler's  Psalm.  He  in  turn  will  keep  your  going  out 
nd  your  coming  in,  from  this  time  forth  and  even  for 
vermore. 


Vrayer  Wleeting 
Studies 

TBy  G.  J.  §ilmev 


EARNEST,  UNITED  PRAYER 

"Each  ©f  us  felt  the  load  of  sin 

From  the  weary  shoulder  fall; 
Each  of  us  dropped  the  load  of  care 

And  the  grief  that  was  like  a  pall; 
And  over  our  spirits  a  blessed  calm 

Swept  in  from  the  jasper  sea, 
And  strength  was  ours  for  toil  and  strife 

In  the  days  that  were  thence  to  be." 

THERE  IS  NO  LIMIT  to  the  prayer  of  faith  (Matt. 
9:29;  Mark  9:23).  Believing  is  one  essential  condi- 
ion  of  effectual  prayer  (Matt.  21:22).  Ask  for  wisdom 
and  God  will  gi'ant  it  liberally  (James  1:5).  But  one  must 
isk  in  faith,  nothing  wavering  (James  1:6,7).  Prayer,  to 
liave  an  answer  must  be  of  faith  (Heb.  11:6).  The  ef- 
fectual, fervent  prayer  is  one  of  simple  faith,  of  full, 
ilear,  and  settled  assurance  (I  John  3:22;  5:14,  15;  James 
5:15).  Unanimity  and  confidence  are  two  conditions  to 
answered  prayer  (Matt.  18:19;  I  John  5:14).  Let  the 
smallest  plurality,  "two,"  be  fully  agreed  and  persuaded 
that  they  will  obtain,  and  they  shall  be  heard.  To  what 
extent  are  we  agreed  on  what  is  to  be  laid  before  the 
throne  ? 

Jesus  taught  us  how  to  pray  in  Luke  11:5-10.  Here  we 
are  to  be  definite — "Friend,  lend  me  three  loaves."  Only 
one  thing  is  asked  for  here — not  a  host  of  things.  It  is 
midnight  and  the  time  most  opportune..  But  importunity 
or  perseverance  wins.  God  encourages  importunity  be- 
cause He  wants  us  to  be  sure  we  know  what  we  want  and 
that  we  want  it  sufficiently  to  wait  for  it.  All  .Bible  pray- 
ers are  brief  and  to  the  point  (Matt.  6:9-13;  John  17; 
Acts  4:24-30).  Long  prayers  do  not  meet  God's  approval 
(Mark  12:40).  But  our  lives  should  be  a  continuous  pray- 
er unto  God  (I  Thess.  5:17). 

To  summarize,  we  need  confidence,  cordial  unanimity, 
definiteness,  and  importunity  in  praj^er.  Having  these 
qualities  in  our  prayer  services  none  will  be  wearied, 
grieved,  and  irritated,  instead  of  being  refreshed,  com- 
forted, and  strengthened. 

"Lord,  what  a  change  within  us  one  short  hour 
Spent  in  Thy  presence  will  avail  to  make! 
What    heavy   burdens   from    our   bosoms    take! 


What  parched  grounds  refresh  hh  with  a  Bhowerl 
We   kneel,  and  all   around  us  seems  U)  lower; 
We  rise,  and   all   ih<:  distant  and  the  near, 
Stands    forth    in    sunny    outline,   grave    and   clear; 
We  kneel,  how  weak!  We  ri^e,  how  full  of  powerl 
Why,  therefore,  should  we  do  ourselves  this  v/rong. 
Or  others — that  we  are   not  always  strong — 
That  we  are  sometimes  overbourne  with  care — 
That  we  should  ever  weak  or  heartless  be, 
Anxious  or  troubled — when  with  us  is  prayer. 
And  joy  and  strength  and  courage  are  with  TTiee?" 

With  the  proper  elements  that  should  compose  a  prayer 
meeting  our  attendance,  and  spirituality  in  our  church 
membership  will  increase.  Staying  away  from  the  meet- 
ing because  we  are  not  profited  by  it  denotes  a  bad  state 
of  the  soul  (Luke  18:1-8).  Unitedly  we  are  to  persever- 
ingly  wait  upon  God.  It  may  please  God  to  exercise  our 
souls  by  keeping  us  waiting  for  His  answer  (Daniel  10:- 
2,  3).  In  Daniel's  case  the  enemy  was  permitted  to  hind- 
er the  angelic  messenger  for  twenty-one  days  f  Daniel 
10:12-14).  The  withheld  answer  proves  the  reality  of  our 
prayers  (Eph.  6:18).  Let  us  come  together  as  one  man, 
bold  to  prostrate  ourselves  before  the  mercy-seat  (Heb. 
4:16),  "praying  in  the  Holy  Ghost"  (Jude  20,  21).  Let 
us  express  our  need  and  expect  blessing,  express  our 
weakness  and  expect  power. 


Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vana+or 

Lesson  for  June  21,  1953 

THE  PRACTICE  OF  CHRISTIAN  LIBERTY 

Lesson:  Galatians  5:13-18;  5:22 — 6:5 

TN    THE   COMIMENTS    on    the     lesson    concerning  the 
"Basis"   of  Christian   Liberty  which  we   sought  to  dis- 
cuss last  week,  we  could  not  help  but  go  somewhat  into 
the  field  of  the  "Practice"  of  Christian  Liberty. 

The  practice  of  any  phase  or  purpose  in  life  must  nec- 
essarily depend  on  the  foundation  or  basis  upon  which  it 
is  built.  If  we  have  built  our  belief  in  Christ  on  the  basis 
that  we  have,  by  accepting  Him  as  our  personal  Savior, 
been  "made  free  from  the  law  of  sin  and  of  death."  and 
from  this  idea  of  freedom  have  gone  on  into  the  "per- 
fect liberty"  as  it  is  found  in  Christ  Jesus,  then  we  are 
ready  to  practice  that  special  biand  of  liberty  in  our 
every  act  and  word. 

Pause  just  now  and  read'  the  first  section  of  this  Gala- 
tian  letter  as  it  is  printed  in  our  lesson  text —  Galatians 
5:13-18.  Note  two  or  three  sentences  especially.  Verse  14 
— "For  all  the  law  is  fufilled  in  one  word,  even  in  this: 
Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself."  Verse  16 — 
"This  I  say  then.  Walk  in  the  Spirit,  and  ye  shall  not  ful- 
fil the  lust  of  the  flesh."  Verse  18— "If  ye  be  led  by  the 
Spirit,  ye  are  not  under  the  law."  And  in  these  verses  we 
find  the  pattern  of  the  practice  of  Christian  liberty,  for 
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if  the  Spirit  gruide  our  steps,  we  must  walk  in  tlic  fullest 
of  Christian  liberty. 

The  Result  of  such  a  Walk  ?  This  is  found  in  the  second 
section  of  our  printed  text— i>:J2-23— which  reads,  "But 
the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  (walking  in  the  Spirit)  is  love, 
joy,  peace,  lon^ufTerinp,  gentleness,  goodness,  faith, 
meekness,  tempenince:  against  such  thei-e  is  no  law."  No 
iH«ed  of  a  h»\v  to  those  who  have  no  desire  to  bi-eak  the 
law.  If  we  have  no  desire  to  commit  munier,  there  is  no 
need  of  a  law  against  mui-der  for  us — we  would  never 
l>eed  the  deterrent  of  a  law  to  keep  us  from  that. 

But  it  goes  even  deeper  than  that.  Christian  liberty  car- 
ries also  an  obligation  to  help  others.  Paul  says,  "Bear 
ye  one  another's  burdens  and  so  fulfil  the  law  of  Christ." 
Do  as  Christ  would  do — be  helpful;  feel  at  liberty  to 
step  in  and  do  for  others  what  they  cannot  do  for  them- 
-<  Ives.  Liberty  gives  one  a  wide  variety  of  obligations 
as  well  as  privileges.  No  privilege  can  be  held  apart 
fn>m  an  attendant  obligation.  You  cannot  change  this 
part  of  the  sentence  in  any  way,  "I  am  privileged  to  do 
thus  and  so  because.  .  ."  Try  to  finish  that  sentence  with 
the  proverbial  twenty-five  words  or  less,  and  see  where 
it  must  eventually  lead  you.  Yes,  that  is  it,  right  back 
to  the  basis  of  libeily. 

One  cannot  be  a  i-eal  Christian  in  word  and  deed  until 
he  has  learned   to   know  and   practice   Christian   Liberty. 

Someone  has  said  that  "A  characteristic  of  a  true 
'"hristian  should  be  that  he  does  not  live  for  self  alone. 
The  sacrificial,  unselfish  life  will  be  honored  by  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  such  an  individual  witnessing  for  Christ  will 
liave  a  power  that   he  could  not  have  otherwise." 

It  goes  without  saying  that  while  everyone  must  bear 
the  burden  of  his  own  responsibility,  there  is  nothing 
to  prevent  each  of  us  from  giving  such  help  and  encour- 
agement that  w-ill  make  the  bearing  of  that  burden  less 
irksome.  And  this  all  falls  into  the  realm  of  the  practice 
of  Christian  liberty. 

Doctrinal  Statements 

By  the  Late  Dr.  J.  Allen  Miller 

ril.     THE    CHIRCH:     HER     ORGANIZATIONS^ 

The  conception  of  the  church  as  the  body  of  Christ  sug- 
ge.its  an  organization. 

The  word  of  Jesus,  "I  will  build  my  church"  suggests 
orderly  and  eflFective  planning  and  construction,  that  is, 
to  change  the  figure,  organization. 

From  I  Corinthians  12:28  we  learn  of  the  officials 
whom  God  set  in  the  church.  Among  these  were  apostles, 
prophets  and  teachers.  In  P^phesians  4:11  we  read  of 
apostles,  prophets,  evangelists,  pastors  and  teachers.  And 
Paul  add>i  that  their  duties  have  to  do  with  the  peifect- 
ing  of  the  saints,  the  work  of  the  ministry,  and  the  build- 
ing up  of  the  hf)cly  of  Christ. 

In  Philippians  1:1  we  read  of  bishops  and  deacons  in 
the  church  at  Philippi.  We  read  of  both  the.se  official  po- 
sitions in  the  pastoral  letter  to  Timothy.  See  I  Timothy 
3:1-2;  Ttus  1:7.  As  to  deacons  .see  I  Tmothy  3:8. 

In   Acts  11:30  we  have  the  first  reference  to  elders  in 


the  Christian  church.  .But  in  Acts  14:23  we  see  that  everj 
church  had  elders  ordained  in  it.  Now  a  careful  study  oi 
the  Now  Testament  will  disclose  the  fact  that  bishops 
and  elders  were  the  same.  Titus  1:5  uses  elders  an  ai 
official  term  and  in  verse  7  calls  them  bishops.  Even  th( 
apostles  were  fellowelders  with  other  elders.  I  Peter  5:1 

Thus  we  see  that  the  church  is  an  organized  body  with 
a   selective   membership   and   an   official   body. 


EDUCATIONAL  DAY  OFFERING 
1952-1953 
Amount    Previously    Reported; 

Additional  Receipts: 

First    Brethren    Church,    Elkhart,    Ind. 
First  Brethren  Church,  N.  Manchester,  Ind. 
First  Brethren  Church,  Goshen,  Ind. 
First  Brethren  Church,  Ft.  Scott,  Kans. 
First  Brethren  Church,  Louisville,  Ohio 
Hillcrest  .Brethren  Church,  Dayton,  Ohio 
Hazel  M.  Allison,  Vinco,  Pa. 
First  Brethren  Church,  Masontown,  Pa. 
First  Brethren  Church,  Hagerstown,  Md. 
Mrs.  Mary  B.  Turner,  Bethlehem,  Pa. 

Total  Receipts  to  May  20th 


Recapitulation  by  Districts: 

Previously  reported 


Central  Dist. 

No  additional 

Indiana   Dist. 

Additional 


Previously  reported 


$8,482.02 


128.00 

450.00 

57.55 

10.00 

135.18 

635.84 

5.00 

10.00 

34.13 

5.00 

$9,952.72 


906.42 


2,994.04 
635.55 


Total  Indiana  District 

$3,629.59 

Mid-West  Dist.           Previously  reported 

98.27 

Additional 

10.00 

Total  Mid- West  District 

Northern  California  Dist. 

No  additional 


$    108.27 
Previously  reported        91.10 


Ohio  Dist.  Previously  reported 

Additional 


Total  Ohio  District 

Pennsylvania  Dist. 

Additional 

Total   Penna.   District 

South-Eastern  Dist. 

Additional 


Previously  reported 


Previously  reported 


Total  South-Eastern  District 

Miscellaneous  Previously  reported 

Additional 

Total  Miscellaneous 


$2,178.14 
771.02 

$2,949.16 

$1,278.06 
15.00 

$1,293.06 

$    917.99 
34.13 

$    952.12 

18.00 
5.00 

$      23.00 
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VALLEY  BRETHREN  PRE-COMMUNION   REVIVAL 

This  may  be,  in  a  way,  the  most  unusual  revival  you 
have  ever  read  about.  Three  former  pastors  participated 
in  this  meeting:  Rev.  D.  C.  White,  Rev.  Harold  Garland 
and  the  pastor.  The  undersigned  accepted  a  call  to  this 
pastorate  in  June  of  1927.  He  w^as  here  for  about  one 
year  before  accepting  on  May  1,  1928,  the  pastorate  of 
the  Bedford  County  Brethren  churches  of  New  Enterprise, 
Yellow  Creek  and  Raystown.  (We  are  glad  today  that  the 
bell  of  the  New  Enterprise  .Brethren  church  is  in  the  bell 
tower  of  the  New  Chapel  building  at  Ashland  College). 
Rev.  White  was  the  pastor  of  the  Valley  Brethren  church 
for  seven  years,  from  1933,  until  he  accepted  the  pastor- 
ate of  the  St.  James  Brethren  church,  in  Maryland.  Rev. 
H.  R.  Garland  was  the  pastor  here  before  he  was  called 
to  the  pastorate  of  the  Brethren  church  at  West  Alexan- 
dria, Ohio,  in  the  fall  of  1948. 

Brother  White  had  contacted  us  about  holding  a  meet- 
ing. We  planned  to  have  him  with  us  for  a  pre-communion 
service.  As  he  would  be  the  pastor  (for  May  and  June) 
of  the  Meyersdale,  Main  Street  Brethren  church,  at  the 
time  of  this  meeting.  May  4th  to  8th,  he  received  their 
permission  to  be  with  us. 

We  had  some  excellent  special  singing  during  the  re- 
vival. On  the  first  evening  Rev.  Garland,  who  is  pastor 
of  the  Kregar  Community  church  near  here,  was  present. 
We  asked  him  to  lead  the  song  sei-vice.  He  and  his  daugh- 
ter sang  a  special  number  and  then  he  brought  us  a 
vocal  solo.  We  asked  him  to  lead  the  congregational  sing- 
ing in  this  meeting.  Brother  Garland  will  be  returning  to 
the  West  Alexandria  pastorate  soon.  He  s,aid  he  could  be 
present  several  evenings  and  was  with  us  Wednesday  and 
Friday  evenings. 

On  Tuesday  and  Thursday  evenings  Brother  George 
Gearhart  of  the  Brethren  church  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  led  us 
in  the  song  services.  He  and  his  wife  brought  several 
vocal  numbers  each  evening.  Then  on  Friday  evening,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ted  Romes,  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  brought  Brother 
and  Sister  Gearhart  with  them.  Mr.  Romes  played  the 
piano.  He  and  his  wife  sang  two  special  numbers.  Brother 
and  Sister  Gearhart  sang  several  numbers,  and  Rev.  Gar- 
land led  the  singing.  There  was  a  good  attendance  at  the 
meetings.  It  rained  much  during  the  week  so  that  work 
could  not  be  done  in  the  fields.  The  house  was  well  filled 
on  the  last  evening. 

We  visited  as  much  as  time  permitted.  During  the  first 
four  days  of  the  revival  the  undersigned  served  on  the 
grand    jury    of    Westmoreland    county,    which    met    at 


Greensburg.  We  visited  in  many  of  the  homes  in  the  af- 
ternoons. Brother  White  was  entertained  alone  in  the 
homes  for  dinner.  The  pastor  and  his  wife  were  in  a  few 
of  the  homes  for  supper.  On  Friday  all  of  uh  were  sup- 
per guests  at  the  home  of  J:5rother  and  Sister  Ora  Stahl. 

Everyone  greatly  enjoyed  meeting  and  visiting  with 
Brother  White.  We  were  glad  to  have  him  with  U8.  He 
preached  the  Gospel.  The  attendance  was  unusually  good. 
Everyone  listened  so  attentively.  It  would  have  been  won- 
derful if  we  could  have  continued  the  meeting  for  another 
week.  One  sister  from  another  church  came  forward  to  be 
received  into  our  fellowship.  There  may  be  others  who  will 
soon  join  us  in  Christian  fellowship.  May  the  Loj-d  great- 
ly bless  Brother  White's  ministry  and  if  it  will  be  pos- 
sible we  will  be  glad  to  have  him  with  us  at  another  time. 

Our  Spring  communion  was  held  on  Sunday  evening, 
May  10th.  It  had  been  a  beautiful  Lord's  Day  and  the  at- 
tendance was  real  good.  There  were  22  Sisters  present 
and  18  men.  We  would  have  greatly  enjoyed  having 
Brother  White  to  be  with  us  at  this  communion.  Perhaps 
at  another  time  this  will  be  possible.  Mrs.  J.  L.  BowTnan, 
the  wife  of  the  late  Rev.  J.  L.  Bowman,  obsei-\'ed  com- 
munion with  us.  She  lives  here  at  Jones  Mills  with  one 
of  her  nieces. 

Elmer  M.  Keck,  Pastor  Jones  Mills,  Pa. 


REYNOLDS.  Emma  C.  RejTiolds,  a  very  loyal  mem- 
ber of  the  Mexico,  Indiana,  Brethren  Church,  went  to  be 
with  her  Lord  on  May  18th,  1953,  at  the  age  of  88.  Fu- 
neral Services  were  conducted  by  the  undersigned,  with 
special  music  furnished  by  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Richer. 


-C.  C.  Grisso. 


WISER-FISHER.  Richard  Kent  Wiser  and  Jennie  C. 
Fisher,  were  united  in  marriage  by  the  undersigned  in 
the  pastor's  home  on  April  13,  1953.  Richard  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Second  Brethren  Church. 

— Bruce  C.  Shanlioltz. 
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L  OLORFUL,  attractive,  featuring  inviting  mes- 
sages and  illustrations,  this  series  of  cards  covers 
every  need  and  age — pre-school  through  adult. 

Here  are  both  religious  and  secular  cards,  care- 
fully designed  and  worded  to  draw  children  and 
adults  to  tlie  Sunday  school.  Each  card  is  an 
effective  attendance  builder — a  very  real  help  to 
teachers,  department  supervisors,  and  other  lead- 
ers. 

Seven  of  the  cards  feature  religious  paintings 
by  Karl  Godwin  and  Leslie  Benson.  Six  cards 
feature  paintings  by  Florence  McCurdy.  Koda- 
chromes  are  used  as  illustrations  on  three  cards. 

Each  card  is  lithographed  in  four  colors,  on 
high-quality  linen-finish  stock,  with  a  friendly 
message  and  an  appropriate  scripture  text.  Space 
for  personal  correspondence  is  provided  on  the 
address  side.  Size  5%x5%  Inches. 

NUMBER  AND  ACE 
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Who's  to  blame  if  one  is  lost? 

What's  the  Value  of  a  Soul? 
Who  can  estimate  the  cost? 

World-worth? — Greater  than  the  whole! 

Why  then  strive  for  treasures,  vain? 

Such  things  end  with  us  and  time 
Aught  they  leave  is  rust  or  stain; 

But  a  Soul  saved  is  sublime. 

Something  in  us  seems  to  say 

While  we  live  for  self  alone, 
"Others  near  and  far  away 

Need  Him  who  for  sins  atone." 

Go,  then,  Brother,  Sister,  go. 

What  you  do  or  say  or  give 
Might  redeem  a  Soul  from  woe, 

To  with  God  forever  live. 

Ask  not  like  Cain  asked  of  God: 

"Am  I  my  Brother's  keeper?" 
Then  stray  off  to  the  land  of  Nod 

To  spend  your  life  a  Sleeper. 

H.  A.  Gossard, 
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Items  of  general  Interest 


WAYNESBORO,  PA.  WAYNE  HEIGHTS  BRETH- 
BEN.  Brother  N.  V.  Leatherinan  informs  us  that  their 
3unday   School   picnic  was  scheduled  for  Saturday,  June 

fJth.   Plans  were  made  to  invite  all  the   Daily  Vacation 
ible   School   students  and  their  parents,   likewise. 

1  BERLIN,  PENNA.  The  Pennsylvania  District  Camp 
JJuniata  Rally  was  held  Friday  evening,  June  5th,  in  the 
^erlin   Church.   A  good  attendance   is  reported. 

I  PITTSBURGH,  PENNA.  Brother  Ralph  E.  Mills  states 
in  his  bulletin  concerning  a  recent  Sunday  morning,  "The 
attendance  for  last  Sunday's  services  was  exceptionally 
^ood,  and  there  were  26  visitors  at  the  morning  service." 

'  NORTH  GEORGETOWN,  OHIO.  The  young  people  of 
the  Church  were  host.s  on  June  7th  to  the  North  East 
dhio  Brethren  Youth  Rally.  Afternoon  and  evening  pro- 
-ams, with  a  banquet  at  supper  time  constituted  the 
day's    events.    A    good    attendance    was    reported. 

■  LOUISVILLE,  OHIO.  The  Laymen  planned  to  present 
!pr.  James  Ro.ss  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  as  the  guest  speaker 
for  their  public  program    Sunday  morning,  June  21,st. 

I  ASHLAND,  OHIO,'  PARK  STREET  BRFJTHRKN.  (The 
Editor's  face  is  red!  Two  weeks  ago  in  the  Interesting 
Items  we  mentioned  under  the  Ellkhart,  Indiana,  heading 
tfet  "something  new  in  the  way  of  methods  for  raising 
money  for  their  Brethren  Youth  project  has  been  tried 
.   .   ."   We  went  on  to  make  mention   of  their  announced 


car  washing  project  by  the  young  people.  Now,  thes 
gracious  Ashland  .Brethren  have  informed  the  Editor  tha 
Elkhart  did  not  have  something  new,  but  that  the  ca 
wash  idea  was  used  LAST  Y'EAR  at  Ashland!  At  ,an; 
rate,  it  is  a  wonderful  idea  which  any  enterprising  grouj 
of  young  people  can  engage  in.) 

The  Ashland  Youth  sponsored  their  Car  Wash  Day  o; 
Saturday,  June  13th,  the  money  thus  raised  going  towari 
their  Lost  Creek,  Kentucky,  project. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO,  GARBER  MtEMORIAL  BRETH 
REN.  The  religious  film,  "What  A  Missionary  Does  Ii 
Africa,"  was  shown  on  Sunday  evening.  May  24th. 

GRETNA,  OHIO.  The  Miami  Valley  Brethren  Yout: 
Rally  was  held  in  this  church  on  Sunday,  June  7th. 

DAYTON,  OHIO.  One  new  member  was  received  re 
cently  into  the  fellowship  of  the  Hillcrest  Brethrei 
Church. 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  Six  babies  were  dedicated  t 
the  Lord  on  the  morning  of  May  17th,  by  the  Pastoi 
Brother  R.  K.  Higgins,  with  four  more  babies  being  dedi 
cated  on  May  24th. 

On  Sunday  evening.  May  31st,  the  Musical  Emmons 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Curt  Emmons  and  daughter  Ethelee,  pre 
sented  a  sacred  concert,  featuring  many  unique  instru 
ments. 

ROANN,  INDIANA.  Because  of  a  throat  ailmenl 
Brother  S.  M.  Whetstone  was  unable  to  be  in  his  pulpi 
on  May  24th.  The  pulpit  was  cared  for  by  .Brother  Stan 
ley  Bittinger. 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA,  A  Family  Friendship  meeting 
sponsored  by  the  Sunday  School,  was  held  on  May  27tl 

SOUTH  BEND,  INDIANA.  A  special  program,  on  Ma 
17th,  honored  the  40  new  members  of  the  South  Ben 
church,  and  the  8  high  school  graduates  of  the  church,  i 
luncheon  followed  the  morning  service,  with  a  specie 
program  being  presented  after  the  luncheon. 

The  South  Bend  Sunday  School  picnic  was  schedule 
for  June  21st  at  Pottawatomie  Park. 

The  B.  Y.  C.  had  charge  of  the  evening  worship  pro 
gram  on  Sunday,  May  17th. 

Summer  Sunday  evening  services  during  the  months  o 
July  and  August  will  be  held  at  the  homes  of  member 
of  the  church,  and  at  lakeside  cottages  of  members  o 
the  church,  according  to  Brother  M.  A.  Stuckey's  bulletir 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  The  recent  nation-widi 
radio  broadcast  of  the  Ashland  College  A  Cappella  Choii 
came  in  for  attention  in  the  Milledgeville  church,  in  th 
form  of  a  taped  recording  of  the  broadcast.  John  Rowsej 
USN,  located  at  the  Great  Lakes  Naval  Training  Schoo 
Illinois,  played  the  tape  in  the  church  on  Sunday  evening 
May   31st,   as   part   of   that   evening's   worship   service. 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  The  W.  M.  S.  presented  thei 
public  program  Sunday  evening,  June  7th. 

SPF]CIAL,  Be  sure  to  send  in  your  church  bulletin: 
church  news,  and  items  which  are  of  special  interest  t 
people  of  other  churches.  Appoint  someone  to  take  car 
of  this,  for  it  is  out  of  the  bulletins,  cards,  etc.,  that  w 
are  able  to  get  items  for  this  column. 
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definition  Of  fin   flspinn 


TOW  SIMPLE  IS  THE  GOSPEL?  In  this  day  and 
"l  age  when  there  seems  to  be  so  much  tug  and  pull  be- 
kveen  the  simplicity  of  the  Gospel  and  the  strict  adher- 
nce  to  scriptural  and  doctrinal  interpretations,  we  des- 
lerately  seek  some  stable  ground  on  which  to  stand. 

Many  will  say  that  the  Gospel  is  simple  and  easy  to 
nderstand.  Others  will  insist  that  only  by  adherance  to 
nd  understanding  of  certain  practices,  can  we  s,ay  that 
^e  understand  the  Gospel. 

There  are  those  who  would  cast  off  all  distinctive  de- 
ominational  beliefs,  saying  that  all  that  is  necessary  is 
0  know  Christ.  There  is  too  much,  we  fear,  in  Protestant 
hurches  today,  of  wanting  to  do  away  with  those  inter- 
retations  of  faith,  doctrines  and  ordinances  which  have 
lade  for  a  saving  faith  for  countless  multitudes. 

This  dare  not  be  done.  To  do  so,  is  to  cast  the  believer 
ut  on  a  sea  of  doubt,  uncertainty  and  confusion,  subject- 
ig  him  to  every  wind  of  doctrine.  These  tenets  of  the 
aith  have  been  established  through  the  years  by  men  of 
tod,  who,  prayerfully  and  wisely,  have  interpreted  God's 
rdinances  and  doctrines  as  the  established  beliefs  ,and 
ractices   of   the  church.   These  we   cannot  do   without. 

Yet  we  do  not  need  to  "understand"  all  of  the  intricate 
lysteries  of  doctrine  to  have  the  gift  of  salvation. 
Tirough  the  very  presence  of  the  tenets  of  our  faith  as 
n  established  foundation  for  our  church,  we  can  believe, 
nd  as  we  believe  and  grow  in  grace  and  in  the  knowl- 
dge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ,  we  can 
jarn  and  better  understand  these  essentials  of  our  faith. 

To  better  explain  what  we  mean,  1st  us  consider  the 
5wly,  yet  very  essential  aspirin.  Do  you  know  what  an 
spirin  is  ?  We  venture  to  say  that  you  would  have  a 
efinition  which  would  agree  with  ours,  and  we  would 
oth  know  what  an  aspirin  is.  It  is  a  small,  white  pill, 
esigned  to  cure  headaches.  We  are  satisfied  with  our 
efinition. 

Likevdse,  our  Christian  faith  is  a  saving  faith,  which 
icidentally,  "cures  headaches."  It  cures  heai'taches  as 
^ell,  for  it  brings  the  "peace  that  passeth  understand- 
ng"  into  our  heai'ts. 

But,  if  you  really  w.ant  to  know  what  an  aspirin  is, 
urn  to  the  dictionary.  We  did,  and  here  is  what  we 
ound : 

ASPIRIN:  A  white  crystalline  compound,  the  acetyl 
erivative   of  salicylic   acid     (C6H40C0CH3C00H),  having 


marked    antipyi'etic    and    antirheumatic   properties.      It  is 
soluble  in  alcohol  and  ether  and  slightly  so  in  water. 

Now,  do  you  know  what  an  aspirin  is  ? 

Back  to  our  Christian  faith.  We  may  not  know  all  the 
intricate  meanings  of  all  the  gi-eat  theological  terms  but 
we  may  know  in  whom  we  have  believed,  and  we  may  be 
persuaded  that  he  is  able  to  keep  that  which  we  have 
committed  unto  him  against  that  day.  We  accept  the  sal- 
vation of  Christ  by  faith,  just  like  we  accept  an  aspirin 
— because  we  know  it  will  help  us,  and  that  is  as  it  should 
be. 

But  let  us  note  that  if  it  were  not  for  this  magnifi- 
cent combination  of  ingredients  by  a  master  chemist, 
there  would  be  no  aspirin.  Let  out  one  element,  or  one 
ingredient,  and  you  will  not  have  aspirin,  but  something 
else.  Neither,  without  the  glorious  doctrines  and  ordi- 
nances of  our  faith,  would  there  be  salvation.  Let  out, 
ignore,  or  cast  aside  even  one  of  our  precious  beliefs  and 
practices  as  a  church,  and  salvation  will  be  a  minus 
proposition. 

Aspirin  is  impossible  without  the  basic  formula — like- 
wise, our  precious  faith  is  impossible,  even  in  its  sim- 
plicity, without  the  deep  fundamental  principles  which 
we  can  likewise  label  "basic  formula." 

It  is  the  basic  formula  v.hich  we  have  given  to  you  from 
the  dictionary  which  makes  an  aspirin  what  it  is  and 
which  makes  possible  its  simple  use  to  cure  our  ills.  It 
is  the  basic  formula  of  our  Christian  faith,  so  preciously 
guarded  and  taught  through  the  years,  which  makes  our 
faith  what  it  is,  and  which  makes  possible  its  simple  use 
to  cure  our  spiritual  ills. 

Without  the  formula  for  an  aspirin  you  do  not  have 
an  aspirin.  Without  the  basic  formula  of  our  faith,  yon 
do  not  have  a  saving  faith. 

We  urge  every  Brethren  to  hold  fast  to  the  doctrines, 
ordinances  and  practices  of  our  beloved  denomination.  For 
through  them,  we  teach  the  salvation  of  Jesus  Christ  for 
a  world  of  lost  men  and  women.  Through  them,  we  bring 
men  to  .a  consciousness  of  their  need  of  Christ  as  their 
Saviour  from  sin.  Through  them,  we  teach  men  the  way 
to  eternal  life.  Yes,  through  this  basic  formula  of  our 
beliefs,  doctrines,  ordinances  and  practice,  we  reveal  to 
men  and  women  the  true  word  of  God,  the  Savioi',  even 
Christ  our  Lord.  They  are  as  essential  to  a  teaching  of 
the  simple  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  as  the  intricate  for- 
mula of  an  aspirin  is  to  the  curing  of  a  headache. — W. 
S.  B.  Editor. 
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Word    IPiciuvcs    Of 

Glirist    III    The 

gospel   Of  John 


Each  of  the  chapters  of  the  Gospel  of  John  contain  a 
word  picture  of  Christ.  Twenty-one  Brethren  ministers 
present,  in  this  series  of  devotional  articles  the  ♦'deveJop- 
mcnt"  of  these  pictures,  chapter  by  chapter.  We  urge  you 
to  read  each  chapter,  and  each  of  the  articles  as  they 
appear;  thereby  coming  to  a  deeper  understanding  of  oar 
Saviour.  His  purpose,  and  His  work. — ^W.  S.  B. 


5.   Glirist,    The  ^reat 


lysicmn 


Rev,  G,  f\.  Stewart  Text:  John  5:1 -Q 


TESUS  HAD  GONE  UP  TO  Jerusalem  to  a 
feast.  We  ara  not  told  what  feast.  The  Jews 
had  many  feasts,  and  Jesus  may  have  gone  there 
to  participate  in  one  of  them,  presumably  the 
feast  of  the  Passover.  At  any  rate,  He  was  right 
where  we  would  expect  Him  to  be — among  those 
who  needed  Him.  In  reading  the  history  of  Jesus, 
we  always  find  Him  whei^e  He  could  do  some 
good  to  those  who  were  in  need. 

I.       JESUS'  WILLINGNESS  TO  HEAL 

Jesus  had  compassion  on  all  who  were  sick  or 
crippled  in  any  way.  On  many  occasions  we  find 
Him  touching  the  body,  or  speaking  the  word 
that  would  bring  healing  to  the  body.  His  great 
joy  seemed  to  be  the  restoring  of  the  bodies  of 
mankind  whereby  they  might  be  in  a  position  to 
function  properly,  and  to  fill  their  places  in  so- 
ciety. 

The  record  we  have  here  is  of  Jesus  going  to, 
and  healing  this  one  man  who  was  lying  at  the 
po<')l  by  the  sheep  mai-ket.  This  one  was  waiting 
for  the  water  to  move  and  hoping  that  some  one 
would  place  him  in  the  pool.  Why  Jesus  did  not 
heal  the  many  others  who  were  waiting  for  the 
water  to  move,  we  do  not  know.  There  could  be 
many  reasons,  all  cf  which,  would  be  speculation 
on  our  part. 

But  we  are  quite  sure  that  if  it  were  possible 
on  the  part  of  any  or  all  of  them,  Jesus  would 
have  met  their  need.  In  every  case  where  Jesus 
healed  the  sick,  the  individual    was    led    to    the 


place  where  he  felt  his  need  and  was  willing  to 
do  what  he  was  told  to  do. 

Jesus  told  the  man  with  the  withered  hand  to 
stretch  it  forth,  and  the  woman  whose  body  had 
been  bowed  down  for  eighteen  years  was  made 
straight  at  His  command.  Jesus  was  always  will- 
ing to  bring  happiness  to  those  in  need,  if  they 
would  meet  the  requirements. 

In  this  case,  Jesus  said  to  the  man,  "Rise,  take 
up  thy  bed  and  walk."  This  man  had  not  walked 
for  thirty-eight  years,  and  was  not  able  to  ge-t 
into  the  pool  by  himself.  "I  have  no  man,  when 
the  water  is  troubled,  to  put  me  into  the  pool,"  he 
said.  He  evidently  had  been  takeii  to  the  pool  be- 
cause of  his  own  helplessness.  The  very  fact  that 
he  was  there  was  evidence  of  his  desperateness  in 
seeking  a  cure.  We  do  not  know  what  efforts  had 
been  made  previously  to  restore  this  man  to 
health.  But  the  very  fact  that  he  did  not  ques- 
tion or  doubt  Jesus  in  any  way,  and  immediately 
obeyed  his  command,  shows  that  he  was  willing 
and  ready  to  meet  every  requirement  that  would 
restore  him  to  health. 

Jesus  knowing  this,  was  also  willing  to  cure 
him.  His  question,  "Wilt  thou  be  made  whole?" 
was  not  a  foolish  question.  While  the  very  fact 
that  the  man  was  there  reveals  his  desire  to  be 
made  whole,  yet  the  Lord's  question  was  tc 
arouse  a  willingness  on  the  part  of  the  man  and 
to  stir  a  deep  interest  in  him.  His  disappointment 
over  the  period  of  years  may  have  caused  a  spirit 
of  listlessness,  and  now  he  hardly  e'xpected  to  find 
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elp.  The  question  and  perhaps  the  vary  tone  of 
lis  voice  and  the  eag-erness  revealed  on  the  part 
f  the  Lord,  aroused  a  new  interest  in  the  man 
,nd  brought  him  to  the  place  where  Jesus  could 
0  something  for  him, 

II.     JESUS'  POWER  TO  HEAL 

Jesus   was  not  only  a  willing  healer,   but  He 
ad  the  power  to  heal,  which  was  fully  demon- 
trated  in  this  case,  and  in  many  others.  Little 
id  this  man  fully  realize  that  the  One  who  was 
alking  to  him  was  the  Son  of    God,    Who    was 
*^ith  the  Father  in  the  beginning,  and  that  with- 
ut  Him  nothing  was  made  that  was  made.  He 
{v^ho  had  the  power  to  make  the  planets  and  place 
hem  in  their  proper  place,  and  to  form  the  body 
f  man,  the  most  wonderful  piece  of  mechanism, 
Iso  had  the  power  to    remake    and   to    remove 
very  obstacle  that  hindered  the  proper  function- 
ing of  the  body. 

When  all  others  fail,  the  Great  Physician  stands 
eady  to  display  His  poiwer,  if  it  brings  glory  to 
lis  name.  He  displayed  His  power  on  many  occa- 
ions  over  disease,  misfortune  and  sin.  There  is 
.  hint  that  the  misfortune  of  the  man  at  the  pool 
ras  brought  on  by  his  own  sin.  Jesus  said  to  him, 
Beheld,  thou  art  made  whole:  sin  no  more,  lest 

wcrse  thing  come  upon  thee." 

Jesus  was  not  only  the  healer  of  the  body, 
ut  the  healer  of  the  spiritual  man  as  well.  The 
uman  race  has  made  great  strides  in  medical 
cience.  Almost  the  unbelievable  has  been,  and 
i  being,  accomplished  today.  We  stand  in  awe 
,^hen  we  think  of  the  great  work  of  medical  sci- 
nce,  but  when  it  comes  to  dealing  with  the  inner 
lan,  they  are  perfectly  helpless.  Christ,  the  great 
'hysician  has  the  power  to  heal  the  body  and 
leanse  the  soul  from  sin,  and  to  bring  men  into 
le  right  relationship  with  God. 

Jesus  demonstrated  His  power  over  and  over 
gain  as  He  walked  among  men.  The  greatest 
emonstration  was  on  Easter  when  He  came  out 
f  the  tomb.  He  said,  "I  have  power  to  lay  down 
ly  life,  and  I  have  power  to  take  it  again."  His 
ower  was  manifest  when  He  encountered  the 
emons  which  had  taken  possession  of  the  man 
lat  was  cast  out  of  his  home,  and  was  made  to 
well  among  the  tombs.  He  forced  the  demons  out 
f  the  man,  clothed  him  in  his  right  mind,  and 
mt  him  back  to  his  home  and  family,  a  useful 
:tizen  again. 

Jesus  not  only  has  power  over  these  bodies  of 


ours  to  heal  them,  and  to  rrnxkc  Uxtrn  whole,  but 
He  has  power  to  cleanse  and  to  heal  the  inn-r^r 
man  and  to  make  us  whole  in  the  sight  of  God. 
Man  fell  heir  to  the;  lepro.sy  of  sin,  from  which 
he  has  never  been  able  to  cure  himself.  The  man 
in  our  scripture  text  was  told  tc  "go  and  sin  no 
more."  He  was  healed  by  the  Great  Physician 
who  had  power  ovei-  the  evil  One  that  had 
brought  sin  into  the  world,  and  with  sin,  ull  man- 
ner of  sickness  and  death. 

HI.     JESUS  DID  HEAL 

Jesus  was  not  only  willing  to  heal,  and  had  the 
power  to  heal,  but  He  did  heal.  On  many  occa- 
sions recorded  in  the  scriptures.  He  healed  the 
bodies  of  men.  The  man  in  our  lesson  was  healed 
to  the  astonishment  of  the  Jews.  Some,  perhaps 
had  never  seen  him  walk,  but  they  knew  him  and 
questioned  him  about  who  had  healed  him.  They 
could  testify  to  his  healing,  for  they  used  that 
as  an  excuse  to  persecute  Jesus.  They  would  have 
destrcyed  Him  if  they  could. 

The  question  is  not  how  did  Jesus  heal  any  one 
or  how  He  heals  any  one  today.  THE  FACT  RE- 
MAINS THAT  HE  DID  HEAL.  Many  of  us 
could  testify  to  His  healing  in  our  day,  but  no 
man  can  explain  how  He  heals.  Many  reject  the 
teaching  of  the  scriptures  concerning  the  anoint- 
ing service,  just  because  they  cannot  understand 
how  He  heals  men's  sick  and  broken  bodies.  Yec 
they  do  not  reject  His  salvation,  but  no  man  can 
understand  how  He  saves  any  of  us  who  are  not 
worthy  cf  it.  Christ  is  still  the  Gi-eat  Physician, 
and  in  many  cases  He  does  heal.  Our  business  is 
not  to  question,  but  to  believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  Today,  He  still  is  the  Great  Physician. 

— Flora,  Indiana. 


Sixty-fifth  General 
Conference  of  the 
Brethren   Church 

August  17th  to  ISrd,  1953 
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THE   BRETHREN    EVANGEl.lS*) 


Missionary    Department 


BISCHOFS  WRITE  FROM  LASSA 


Nigeria,   British   West   Africa 
Lassa,  Via  Garkida  &  Jos 


Dear  Ida  and  Clayton: 


Received  the  very  welcome  letter  in  the  last  mail,  Ida, 
and  we  do  really  appreciate  hearing  from  the  office.  I 
see  by  my  list  of  letters  to  be  written  that  it  is  a  little 
past  time  for  me  to  write  to  you  all.  Thank  you  for  the 
compliment  about  my  writing;  I  feel  that  it  is  my  obli- 
gation to  keep  the  office  informed  of  the  work  and  the 
progress  which  we  are  making.* 

The  EVANGELIST  has  been  coming  very  well  now  and 
we  enjoy  the  Pastors'  Quarterly  Letter.  This  month  has 
been  a  very  busy  one  for  me.  Grimleys  went  on  fur- 
lough March  31st;  then  Biebers  went  on  their  month's 
vacation  to  Jos,  April  30th.  I  was  given  all  the  various 
jobs  handled  by  Charles  Bieber.  That  is  one  nice  thing 
about  missionary  work:  there  is  always  a  variety  of  jobs 
to  be  done. 

This  month  I  have  been  teaching  twenty  classes  of 
English  a  week,  acting  as  principal  of  the  school  and 
closed  it  down  for  the  term.  Charlie  was  in  the  midst  of 
building  an  elementary  school  at  Wandi;  so  I  had  the  re- 
sponsibility of  finishing  part  of  it.  It  needed  a  grass  roof 
put  on.  I  taught  in  the  mornings  here,  spent  the  after- 
noons running  around  in  the  truck  collecting  grass  and 
trying  to  get  enough  workers  to  put  the  roof  on.  Then 
a  number  of  times  I  drove  the  truck  to  villages  where 
the  mission  has  men  cutting  lumber  and  brought  back  the 
lumber.  At  this  moment  school  is  over  until  July  13th, 
the  roof  is  on  the  Wamdiu  Elementary  School;  the  lum- 
ber is  bought  and  I  just  feel  a  little  relieved,  Tuesday  I 
will  go  to  Garkida  and  bring  back  enough  kerosene  and 
petrol  to  run  us  thx'ough  the  rainy  season. 

On  the  way  to  Garkida  I  will  take  Ri.sku — a  very  fine 
Christian,  the  hero  in  the  pictures  about  the  work  in 
Africa,  "The  Peacemaker" — to  Mubi.  He  is  to  gather  ma- 
terial and  start  the  work  on  the  new  station  which  is 
being  built  there.  Mr.  Kulp,  the  Field  Secretary,  will  be 
assigned  there  when  he  comes  back  from  his  furlough. 
Risku  will  do  preaching,  supeivise  the  laying  of  the 
foundations  for  the  dwellings  until  Mr.  Kulp  comes  back. 
Then  the  Grimleys  are  to  open  a  new  station  at  Uba 
when  thfiy  come  back  from  furlough.  ITiis  i-ainy  season,  if 
at  all  possible,  the  foundations  for  their  dwellings  are  to 
be  laid. 

The  early  part  of  this  past  week,  Mr.  Bowman  and 
Mr.  Kulp  were  here  and  we  talked  about  the  selection 
of  a  site  for  our  station.  The  plan  is,  at  present,  if  the 
rains  do  not  get  too  bad,  to  go  on  a  week's  trek  through  the 
Higi  area  the  week  of  June  8th  and  select  a  site  and  im- 
mediately make  application  to  the  government. 


I  shall  make  a  full  report  on  the  trek  later  and  als 
send  some  pictures  if  at  all  possible.  Would  appreciat 
any  questions  which  you  all  might  have  about  the  worl 
and  the  field. 

Best  wishes  to  you  all, 

Bob  and  Bea. 

*The  compliment  to  which  Bob  refers:  The  office  sec 
retary   calls   him,   as   a  correspondent,  the   answer    to 
Mission  .Board's  prayer.    (He  is  very  faithful). 

OPPORTUNITY 

My  name  begins  with  the  letter  "O."  You  rub  shoulder: 
with  me  many  times.  But  frequently  you  pass  me  by  ai 
if  I  were  non-existent.  It  makes  me  feel  a  little  queer 
btu  I  believe  you  do  not  intentionally  slight  me — you  jus 
do  not  recognize  me  at  the  time. 

One  thing  I  cannot  understand  is  why  so  many  peoplf 
think  I  am  some  place  other  than  where  I  am.  They  lool 
for  me  in  the  most  unusual  places.  Men  circle  the  glob( 
trying  to  find  me,  while  I  wait  for  recognition  in  thei: 
home  towns.  Perhaps  they  look  for  something  excitinj 
and  new,  and  fail  to  realize  that  things  worthwhile  oftei 
are  disguised  in  conventional  garb. 

You  recognize  that  the  name  of  the  character  that  has  jus 
spoken  is  Opportunity.  Truer  words  have  never  beei 
spoken  and  I  suspect  that  all  of  us  have  been  guilty  o: 
holding  such  a  concept  of  opportunity.  Throughout  ou: 
churches  we  find  examples  of  this  attitude  in  operatioi 
for  there  are  many  who  say,  "I  wish  there  was  something 
I  could  do  for  missions,"  or,  "I  wish  I  could  be  a  mis 
sionary,"  when  all  around  them  there  are  innumerabl( 
missionary  opportunities.  These  may  not  be  of  the  glam 
orous  sort  but  are  too  important  to  be  overlooked.  Thej 
may  be  things  that  have  become  too  commonplace  t( 
many  of  us,  such  things  as  prayer  and  giving. 

All  about  us  are  men  and  women,  boys  and  girls,  wh( 
do  not  attend  Sunday  School  and  Church.  If  we  want  t( 
do  some  real  missionary  work,  we  can  visit  them  in  th( 
interest  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  and  be  witnesses  unt( 
them.  In  eveiy  community  there  are  those  confined  t( 
their  homes  or  the  hospitals  who  need  the  spiritual  min 
istry  of  Christian  people.  These  often  give  us  golden  op 
portunities  for  evangelism.  They  find  no  time  for  Chris' 
when  busy  and  active,  but  when  ill  or  injured  they  thin! 
more  seriously  about  eternal  values. 

Look  all  around  you  for  opportunities  to  serve  Christ; 
they  are  there.  Begin  now  to  take  advantage  of  them,  re- 
membering that  the  best  place  to  begin  is  right  where 
you  are.  • 


JUNE  20,  1953 


PAGK  fiEVEN 


iQK=^ 


A.  Larson  bonders...'. 


>^ 


(This  article  is  reprinted  from  "Chiurch  and  Community 


.-  -  i. 


News,"  the  monthly  paper  printed  by  Brother  Berkshire       X\  CU        tl        L*  T(XYIC\S      LjtlTKSh,lT  C 
for  his  parish.)  ^  ^ ,__ 


•:j  'Iu:<j>£*£-— :?i^Qr 


■yHERE'S  NO  NEED  telling  you  that  the 
^  church  is  one  of  the  largest  organizations  in 
existence.  Unlike  other  organizations,  though,  it 
grows  with  the  help  of  Divine  Power.  But  like 
other  organizations,  it  needs  executives  to  carry 
on  its  work.  God  has  no^  other  hands  and  minds 
than  ours. 

Certain  executives  are  needed,  then,  to  pro- 
mote the  work  of  the  church.  Th^e  executives 
are  necessary. 

One  of  the  necessary  executives  in  any  large 
organization  or  corporation  is  a  Sales  Manager, 
or  Vice  President.  These  executives  have  the  task 
of  promoting  sales,  and  going  about  advertising 
their  organization  and  products.  The  church  has 
no  executive  so  named,  but  if  you  are  a  meniiber 
of  a  church  you  are  its  SALES  MANAGER  OF 
CHURCH  ATTENDANCE,  OR,  VICE-PRESI- 
DENT IN  CHARGE  OF  BUILDING  A  CON- 
GREGATION! 

You  have  the  responsibility  of  going  about  and 
promoting  church  attendance,  and  telling  the 
Gospel  of  Christ!     YOU  are  a  better  means  of 


promotion  and  publicity  .than  the  printed  page  or 
radio.  Your  commission  has  come  directly  from 
Christ,  Who  said,  "Go  Ye,"  It  is  your  steady  tas-k 
to  invite  men,  with  their  families,  to  wci*ship  in 
a  church,  hoping  that  they  will  receive  the  inv- 
tation  of  Christ  in  their  hearts.  .\.;  ^-.;^  >. 

The  non-church  goer  should  be  asked  on  Thurs- 
day or  P'riday  (which  are  the  best  days  for  such, 
the  advertising  agents  tell  us.)  This  gives  plenty 
of  time  to  arrange  their  daily  and  Sunday  sched^ 
ules.  You  may  be  turned  down  or  disappoint^ 
many  times,  but  keep  inviting  the  individual  antl 
praying  (without  annoying  the  individual)  at 
regular  intervals.  -    \'. 

Then,  too,  every  Sales  Manager  sets-  a  quota 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  It  is  riot  too  late  to 
set  yourself  a  quota  of  men,  women,  and  "chip 
dren,  and  families,  to  bring  into  the  church.  tThis 
work  is  better  than  any  money  you  might  gi\  e.  tc 
3^our  church.  It  is  the  greatest  contribution  yoii 
can  give  to  Christ  and  His  Church.  -o^^; 

SO,  DON'T  SIT  ON  YOUR  HANDS!      '  '":\i\ 

— Udell,  lowaii// 


OTHERS  ARE  DOING  IT— SO  CAN  THE  BRETHREN 


. ,.  ..  a» . 


A  minister  of  .another  Denomination  is  really  sold  on 
the  idea  of  having  his  Denominational  Church  paper  in 
every  home  in  his  parish.  He  writes  his  Church  Publish- 
ing house: 

"I  have  discovered  a  way  to  put  new  life  into  my 
church,"  declared  this  minister.  "Let  the  people 
know  the  full  significance  of  our  denominational 
program  and  work  through  our  church  paper,  and 
they  will  build  a  stronger  fellowship  at  home  and 
abroad.  Try  it.  It  works." 

It   proves   that   others   besides   Brethren   are   interested 


in  a  greater  ministry  and  missionai-y  advance,  for;  as  this 
letter  states,  this  brother  believes  that  by  having-  tfee 
church  paper  in  every  home  of  his  parish, --the -ministf^- 
of  the  church  will  be  enlarged.       --  ■■•--    ■         .--■i:'?- 

That  is  just  what  we  have  in  mind  for.  the  ^Brethren 
Church.  That  is  w^hy  we  are  urging  you  to  .make  .your 
Church  a  100%  church.  For  specific  information  on  how- 
to  make  your  church  a  lOOSr  church,  refer  to  the  issue 
of  March  28,  1953,  of  THE  EVANGELIST,  on  rj^^e 
eleven.  Or,  write  to  the  Editor  about  your  specific .  pa'v^b- 
lem,  and  we  will  do  our  best  to  help  your  Church  be(;pQie 
a  100%   EVANGELIST  Church. 


IHI 
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THE   BRETHREN    EVANGELIST 


Young  Men  and  Boys' 
Brotherhood  Program 

Percy  C.  Miller 
Month  of  July 

TOPIC— "PROUD  OF   YOUR   BROTHERHOOD?" 


Are  wu  proud  of  your  Brotherhood  Group  ?  You  should 
be.  Your  group  should  be  such  that  you  will  really  be 
proud  of  it.  Now,  what  must  your  group  be  so  that  you 
will  have  a  right  to  be  proud?  First  of  all  your  services 
must  be  the  most  sacred.  It  is  here  that  we  become 
equipped  for  further  sen-ice.  Many  have  gone  into  Chris- 
tian service  because  of  such  groups  as  our  Brotherhoods. 
A  little  boy  of  8  was  left  an  orphan,  having  been  bereft 
of  father,  mother,  brother  and  sister.  He  was  adopted  by 
his  uncle  Edward  Clark;  he  became  Francis  Edward 
Clark-  Later  he  became  a  minister,  and  very  much  inter- 
ested in  young  people.  He  prayed  that  he  might  link 
young  lives  in  his  church  to  the  great  ideal  of  Chris- 
tian ser\-ice.  While  a  minister  at  Williston,  Maine,  he 
held  a  revival  in  which  many  young  people  made  the  con- 
fession and  became  members  of  the  church.  The  very 
presence  of  these  young  Christians  crystallized  his 
thoughts  into  action.  It  was  from  this  that  on  a  cold 
winter  night  in  Feb.  2,  1881,  he  called  these  young  peo- 
ple into  his  living  room  and  formed  the  first  Christian 
Endeavor.  Those  present  that  night  (58)  signed  the 
pledge  which  he  had  previously  written. 

Our  Lord  expects  all  his  children  to  be  active  children, 
young  and  old.  He  expects  all  to  attend  all  regular  Sun- 
day and  mid-week  services  unless  prevented  by  some 
reason  which  we  can  conscientiously  give  to  our  Saviour. 
That  means  that  we  are  to  live  so  far  as  "I  know  how  a 
Christian  life  throughout  my  whole  life."  It  means  that 
we  never  shirk  an  opportunity  to  do  our  duty;  take  every 
opportunity  as  an  opportunity  to  serve.  Especially  when 
we  are  asked  to  do  something  that  we  definitely  can  do, 
our  Lord  expects  us  to  do  it.  Will  we  say,  "No,  thank 
you,  Lord;  I  do  not  want  to  do  it?"  We  should  refuse 
only  when  we  have  a  reason  which  we  can  conscientiously 
give  to  our  Lord  and  Master. 

There  is  work  for  all  of  us.  Have  we  asked  someone 
in  the  past  week  to  come  to  Sunday  School  or  Church? 
Have  we  asked  any  one  in  the  past  month  to  give  consid- 
eration to  making  a  confession  and  uniting  with  the 
church?  Have  we  prayed  so  far  this  day?  Did  we  pray 
the  past  week?  Did  we  read  the  Bible  the  past  week? 
Xovv  to  be  a  little  lenient:  Did  we  visit  any  sick  in  the 
past  year?  Did  we  attend  every  service  possible  in  the 
past  year?  Now,  some  will  find  fault  with  some  of  the 
questions.  So  they  did  with  our  Lord;  I  expect  it.  "As 
was  the  custom  on  the  Lord's  Day,  He  went  into  the  syn- 
agogue." 

Anythinif  less  than  our  best  is  not  enough.  There  are 
times  when  we  work  only  for  self.  WTien  we  work  for 
our  I/)rd,  w^  should  w«rk  just  as  hard.  Our  Lord  wantg 


to  work  through  us;  give  Him  the  chance.  As  He  calls 
us,  He  will  lead  the  way.  He  will  broaden  our  wisdom 
each  day  providing  we  so  desire.  If  we  seek  knowledge, 
the  Truth  we  shall  find.  If  we  follow  Him,  the  goal  we 
shall  win.  We  should  ask  the  Lord  daily  to  speak  to  our 
souls  and  within.  We  should  ask  the  Lord  to  awaken  His 
purpose  for  us  within  us.  Yes,  we  often  wonder  how  our 
Lord  can  be  so  merciful  with  us  when  we  so  sadly  neglect 
our  duties. 

The  following  ,are  Scout  Laws.  The  Lord  expects  the 
same  of  all  of  us  that  is  here  found.  Let's  make  a  care- 
ful study  and  discussion  of  each  one. 

A  Scout  shall  be  Trustworthy 
Our  Lord  expects  that  of  us  all. 
Can  He  trust  us  with  His  work  ? 

Another  Law:  LOYAL 
Are  we  loyal  to  Him  ? 

Another  Law:  HELPFUL 
Are  we  helpful  in  His  work  ? 

Another  Law:  FRIENDLY 

Are  we  a  friend  to  all  who  need  us  ? 

Another  Law:  COURTEOUS 

A  Christian  will  always  be  such,  or  should. 

Another  Law:  KIND 
Be  kind  one  to  another. 

Another  Law:  OBEDIENT 
Are  we  obedient  to  our  Lord  ? 

Another  Law:  CHEERFUL 

The  Word  says,  "Be  of  good  cheer." 

Another  Law:  THRIFTY 
Be  energetic;  hard  at  work. 

Another  Law:  ,BRAVE 

It  requires  this  to  be  a  good  Christian. 

Another  Law:  CLEAN 

As  a  Christian  we  have  a  clean  heart,  soul  and  body. 

Another  Law:  REViERENT 

Oh,  my  friends,  how  important  this  is. 

Now  you  can  see  that  Christ  expects  the  same  of  us 
as  His  Children  as  are  expected  of  BOY  SCOUTS.  ARE 
YOU  PROUD  OF  YOUR  BROTHERHOOD  GROUP? 


ADDITIONAL  WHITE  GIFT  OFFERING 

Bethlehem  Brethren  Church   $  17.45 

First   Brethren   Church,  Johnstown    1. 00 

Goshen   Brethren  Church    (Additional)    47.96 

Loree   Brethren  Church   50.00 

Total    Additional    Gifts    $    116.41 

Previously    reported    $8,144.05 

Total  as  of  May  30,  1953   $8,260.46 
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This 


■n" 


By  the  Editor 


That 


This  column  extends  itself  to  some  length  this  week  be- 
cause of  a  response  received  to  our  request  made  a  few 
weeks  ago,  asking  those  who  had  some  particular  thing 
they  would  like  to  see  accomplished  in  the  Brethren 
Church,  this  year,  to  write  in.  Herewith,  we  present  two 
short  articles  by  our  Brother  H.  M.  Oberholtzer,  who  is 
now  living  retired  in  Cincinnati.  There  is  much  food  for 
thought  in  what  he  has  to  say.  We  urge  your  careful 
reading  and  consideration  of  what  Brother  Oberholtzer 
has  to  say. 


Now,  here  is  what   Brother  Oberholtzer  has  to  say: 


I  would  like  to  see  more  interest  manifested  iii  our 
Communion  Services.  In  far  too  many  of  our  churches 
the  number  of  participants  is  a  rather  small  fraction  of 
the  membership  enrollment.  This  is  a  cause  of  much 
spiritual  weakness,  both  to  the  individuals  absenting 
themselves  and  to  the  church  as  a  whole.  If  participation 
without  proper  discernment  results  in  severe  judgment, 
surely  willful  refusal  and  neglect  will  result  similarly 
(1  Cor.  11:29-32).  The  ordiances  were  divinely  instituted 
and  have  a  lofty  purpose  and  deep  significance.  What 
Jesus  commands,  it  is  our  duty  to  obey.  Obedience  is 
richly  rewarded  and  disobedience  is  not  without  penalty. 
"If  ye  keep  my  commandments,  ye  shall  abide  in  my 
love,  even  as  I  have  kept  my  Father's  commandments 
and  abide  in  his  love"  (John  15:10). 

More  doctrinal  teaching  on  the  communion  is  needed. 
The  purpose  and  spiritual  significance  should  be  fre- 
quently explained.  Personal  inquiry  should  be  made  and 
instruction  given  each  member,  by  the  pastor  or  deacons, 
or  by  both,  preceding  each  Communion  Service.  Partici- 
pation with  proper  discernment  should  be  urged.  Prepar- 
atory services  would  certainly  be  helpful,  but  personal 
instruction  and  solicitation  will  be  more  helpful.  Every 
believer  needs  the  spiritual  strength  and  inspiration  that 
a  thoughtful  and  prayerful  observance  of  these  ordinances 
will  give.  Let  us  consider  carefully  what  can  be  done  to 
stimulate  the  spiritual  morale  of  our  churches  and  over- 
come the  shameful  and  destructive  absenteeism  in  this 
regard  as  found   in   many  of  our  churches. 


The  shameful  ignorance  of  Bible  facts  and  teaching 
that  prevails  in  this  land  of  Bibles  and  churches  is  sad 
to  contemplate.  It  reflects  upon  our  preaching,  our 
church  school  teaching  and  our  so-called  Christian  homes. 
It  shows  a  woeful  lack  of  appreciation  of  the  Bible,  even 
by  church  members. 

It  may  be  that  pastors  have  not  been  as  diligent  or 
efficient  in  their  handling  of  the  Word  of  God  and  that 
church  .school  teachers  have  not  been  as  capable  and 
effective  in  their  teaching  as  they  should  be.  Perhaps  we 
have   depended   too   much    upon     the    preachers    and     the 


church  school  teachers,  but  their  failures  deserve  rebuke 
and  should  be  corrected.  However,  our  Christian  homes 
are  much  at  fault.  Parents  have  the  first  opportunity 
and  chief  responsibility  for  the  spiritual  instruction  and 
guidance  of  their  children.  Early  childhood  impressions 
are  most  fii'mly  established.  Well  trained  teachers  can 
not  take  the  place  of  Spirit-filled  parents.  The  affec- 
tionate parent  is  closer  to  the  child  and  has  more  of  his 
confidence  than  any  one  else.  The  Christian  parent  there- 
fore is  most  able  to  teach  and  inspire  trust  in  God,  and 
the  Bible  is  the  best  text  book. 

Spiritual  instruction,  even  in  simple  language  and  by 
simple  methods,  should  be  given  daily.  The  soul  of  the 
child  needs  constant  nurture  as  well  as  his  body.  This 
may  requii-e  much  attention  by  the  mother,  but  the  father 
should  share  in  such  attention  as  much  as  possible.  If 
parents  are  really  interested,  they  can  find  a  way  and  a 
time.  The  iBible  charges  the  father  particularly  with  this 
matter.  See  Deut.  11:18-21  and  Eph.  6:4.  The  family  altar 
service  should  afford  opportunity  for  such  teaching. 
Other  opportunities  may  be  found.  By  all  means  let  the 
Bible  be  taught  in  the  home,  that  both  children  and 
adults  may  become  familiar  with  it  and  obey  it. 


Again,  what  would  you  like  to  see  accomplished  in  the 
Brethren  Church  this  year  ?  Send  in  your  thoughts  on 
this  matter,  and  as  space  and  judgment  permit,  we  will 
print  your  suggestions  in  this  column. 

Doctrinal  Statements 

H>    the  Late   Dr.  J.  Allen   Miller 

IV.     THE  CHURCH:  HER  MISSION. 

We  are  safe  in  saying  that  the  first  group  constituting 
the  church  were  the  apostles.  To  these  apostles  our  Lord 
gave  His  greatest  command,  To  preach  thei  Gospel  to  all 
nations.  Matthew  28:18-20;  Mark  16:15;  Acts  16:15;  Acts 
1:8.  This  obligation  passed  to  the  successors  of  the  apos- 
tles. 

The  church  is  the  repository  of  the  truth,  that  is,  of 
the  Gospel.  Paul  calls  the  church  of  the  living  God  the 
pillar  and  ground  of  the  truth.  I  Timothy  3:15.  Thus  the 
church  is  both  the  foundation  and  the  support  of  the  rev- 
elation of  God.  Through  the  church  God  wills  to  make 
known  His  wisdom,  the  Gospel,  according  to  His  eternal 
purpose  in  Christ  Jesus.   Ephesians  3:10-11. 

The  church  is  entrusted  with  the  spiritual  upbuilding 
and  nurture  of  her  members.  The  elders,  verse  17,  and 
the  bishops,  of  verse  28,  are  to  care  for  the  flock,  and  to 
feed  the  church  of  God  in  which  the  Holy  Spirit  appointed 
them.  Acts  20:17,  18. 

The  church  is  the  witness  for  Jesus  through  this  whole 
gospel  age.  Acts  1:8.  The  church  affords  to  all  her  true 
members  the  fellowship  of  the  saints. 

Here  then  is  the  mission  of  the  church:  to  evangelize 
the  world;  to  hold  as  a  sacred  trust  the  deposit  of  the 
truth;  to  witness  for  Christ;  to  afford  the  fellowship  of 
saints;  to  nurture  the  members  of  the  body. 
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DR.  HAROLD  KUHN  TO  ADDRESS 

CONFERENCE  DELEGATES 

Delegates  to  General  Conference,  August  17th- 
23rd,  will  have  an  opportunity  to  hear  Dr.  Har- 
old Kuhn,  the  speaker  for  the  youth  s-essions. 

This  year  he  will  speak  at  the  evening  vesper 
program  which  precedes  the  night  siession  of  Con- 
ference. By  having  him  speak  each  evening  all 
delegates  may  hear  Dr.  Kuhn,  a  truly  remarkable 
man. 

The  speaker  comes  highly  recommended  to 
speak  on  matters  spiritual.  His  unique  experi- 
ences through  world  travel  have  given    him    an 
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UR.  HAROLD  KUHN 

outreach  with  the  Gospel  which 
men  have. 


not    too    many 


Dr.  Kuhn  has  preached  the  Gospel  in  almost 
every  part  of  the  world.  He  is  well  qualified  to 
lead  youth,  into  new  realms  of  spiritual  experi- 
ence. We  look  forward  with  a  great  deal  of  an- 
ticiation  to  his  coming. 


\WlVSW»4t!«<l»'4lX»lVS/J[XS<Jl>8^lV^^^ 


On 


xxrc 


PENNSYLVANIA  JOURNEYS 

The  glorious  Month  of  May  has  provided  the  opportun- 
ity for  some  happy  experiences  in  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. Immediately  after  the  great  dedication  day  at 
Waynesboro,  it  was  my  privilege  to  speak  Monday 
through  Friday  there.  .Brother  Leatherman  and  his  peo- 
ple have  done  a  wonderfully  fine  work  in  building  their 
new  church  in  Wayne  Heights.  The  church  is  on  a  hill 
and  can  be  seen  for  a  long  way.  It  is  in  a  new  residential 
area  and  has  the  esteem  and  respect  of  the  local  resi- 
dents. The  family  right  across  from  the  church  are  mem- 
bers of  another  denomination  but  they  gave  me  Chris- 
tian hospitality  and  spoke  most  kindly  of  the  church  and 
its  good  pastor. 

So  the  church  begins  with  a  good  location  and  good- 
will and  it  certainly  begins  with  a  nice,  complete,  sound- 
ly built  house  of  worship  which  is  beautiful  within  and 
without.  The  chui'ch  is  a  bargain  from  the  standpoint  of 
cost.  It  is  worth  fully  twice  what  has  been  spent  on  its 
erection.  Most  of  the  credit  for  this  must  go  to  the  pas- 
tor for  his  genius  in  building  and  friendliness.  The  Leath- 


ermans  were  most  kind  to  me  in  every  way  and  so  wei-e 
the  people  of  the  church  in  whose  homes  we  also  enjoyed 
very  gracious  hospitality,  featuring  good  meals.  Waynes- 
boro is  a  very  nice  city  with  long  established  industries 
such  as  the  Frick  Manufacturing  Company  which  has 
been  growing  there  for  more  than  a  hundred  years,  keep- 
ing pace  with  the  changing  times  by  making  steam  en- 
gines, threshing  machines,  sa\\Tnills,  and  now  famous  for 
refrigeration  equipment.  The  city  is  set  in  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  and  fertile  areas  of  Pennsylvania. 

Churches  planning  to  build  will  do  well  to  consult  \^'ith 
Brother  Leatherman  on  a  number  of  matters.  He  has 
proved  himself  to  be  a  wise  builder.  Too  much  credit  for 
what  has  happened  at  Waynesboro  cannot  be  heaped 
upon  him.  Of  course  the  people  had  a  mind  to  work  but 
he  proved  to  be  just  the  right  man  to  lead  them.  I 
greatly  appreciate  the  invitation  to  Waynesboro  which 
gave  me  the  opportunity  of  sei-ving  these  five  nights  in 
post  Dedication  services  and  have  happy  fellowship  again 
with  the  Leathermans. 

VANDERGRIFT 

The  Vandergrift  Brethren  have  taken  a  new  position 
on  a  hill  and  shall  henceforth  be  appropriately  known  as 
the  Pleasant  View  Brethren  Church.  The  church  is  lo- 
cated in  a  new  residential  section  of  the  city  which  is  in 
quite  a  contrast  to  the  former  location.  Tliese  Brethren 
and  their  pastor  are  to  be  congratulated  on  seeking 
higher  ground  and  a  more  congenial  area  for  their  new 
church  home.  Here  they  should  be  in  a  position  to  grow- 
in  numbers  and  in  spiritual  fruitfulness.  E^•identIy  others 
think  the  same  thing  for  I   saw  a   new    chuivh    starting 
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Editor's  note:  This  is  the  last  of  the  B.  Y.  C.  Topics  to 
be  written  by  Brother  Hiunel.  His  work  for  the  past  six 
months  in  this  respect  has  been  greatly  appreciated  by 
the  Brethren  Youth  Board  and  the  Editor  of  Publications. 

The  topic  discussions,  beginning  next  week,  will  be 
written  by  Rev.  Clarence  S.  Fairbanks,  Pastor  of  the 
Park  Sti-eet   Bi-ethren  Church,  Ashland,  Ohio. 

Topic  for  June  28th,  1953 

THE  CHRISTL\N  AND  HIS  SUNDAY 

Mark  2:27,  28;   6:2;  Ex.  20:8-11;  Luke  24:1-3 

1.  >^TIAT  IS  SUNDAY  FOR?  Every  individual  faces 
the  pi-oblem  of  the  proper  use  of  Sunday.  The  following 
questions  will  guide  us  in  our  thinking:  a.  How  do  you 
spend  your  Sundays  ?  b.  How  did  your  parents  spend 
their  Sunday?  c.  What  does  the  fourth  Commandment 
say  about  the  Sabbath  ?  d.  What  principles  may  we  gain 
from  Jesus'  use  of  Sunday? 

2.  SUNDAY  OBSERVANCE.  In  a  large  Eastern  city 
there  was  considerable  agitation  about  Sunday  baseball. 
There  seemed  to  be  great  conflict  of  opinion  in  regard 
to  the  matter.  There  were  some  who  strongly  advocated 
Sunday  baseball,  while  others  as  strongly  opposed  it. 
Finally  the  city  council  decided  to  have  a  big  public  mass 
meeting  where  ail  who  were  interested  might  come  and 
express  their  views  on  the  matter.  At  the  time  of  the 
meeting  there  were  several  people  who  spoke.  The  argu- 
ments of  the  people  who  favored  Sunday  baseball  were 
as  follows:  Sunday  is  the  only  day  the  poor  workingman 
has  a  chance  to  see  a  baseball  game.  It  is  the  only  time 
the  workingman  is  free  from  his  work.  He  deserves  Sun- 
day baseball.  The  arguments  of  those  who  opposed  Sun- 
day baseball  were  as  follows:  In  the  history  of  America, 
Sunday  has  been  set  aside  as  a  day  of  rest  and  worship. 
Sunday  is  a  time  when  all  the  family  should  get  together. 
It  is  a  time  for  visiting  one's  friends  and  resting. 

After  a  time,  a  man  dressed  in  working  clothes  arose 
and  said:  "I  came  here  today  in  favor  of  Sunday  base- 
ball. While  I  have  been  listening  to  what  has  been  said 
I  have  noticed  the  speakers  on  both  sides.  I  find  that  the 
people  advocating  Sunday  baseball  and  speaking  a  great 
deal  abfjut  the  poor  workingman  are  those  who  are  in- 
tere.sted  in  Sunday  baseball  because  of  selfish  reasons. 
Those  men  over  there  have  eating  places.  They  seem  to 
want  Sunday  baseball. 

"I  also  notice,"  he  continued,  "that  tho.se  who  are  op- 
po.sed  to  Sunday  baseball  are  the  ministers  of  the 
churches  of  the  city.  They  are  not  inteiested  in  something 
for  themselves,  but  they  really  seem  to  be  concerned 
about  the  family  life,  the  spiritual  and  moral  growth  of 
all  people  in  the  community.  The  first  group  is  interested 
in  the  workingman's  pocketbook.  The  second  group  is  in- 


terested in  the  workingman  himself.  I  do  not  favor  Sun- 
day baseball." 

3.  THE  SABBATH  AND  THE  LORD'S  DAY.  The  idea 
of  the  Jewish  Sabbath  is  based  upon  the  conception  that 
God  created  the  earth  in  six  periods  of  time  and  rested 
on  the  seventh.  It  was  a  memorial  of  creation.  It  was 
the  last  day  of  the  week.  The  Sabbath  law  expressed  in 
the  Fourth  Conmiandment  was  taken  literally.  The  Chris- 
tian Sunday  honors  Jesus'  resurrection.  It  is  observed  on 
the  first  day  of  the  week  in  memory  of  the  day  on  which 
Jesus  arose.  There  is  no  technical  hai'd-and-fast  law  rel- 
ative to  the  Christian  Sunday.  Jesus  did  not  recognize 
one  day  as  superior  to  another.  His  principles  of  life 
deal  with  every  day.  His  religion  was  a  religion  for  all 
of  life.  Man  should  worship  God  and  serve  his  fellow 
men  every  day.  Yet  Sunday  has  been  set  aside  as  a  more 
definite  time  when  men  may  rest  and  worship  God.  At 
least  three  things  seem  to  be  essential  to  a  Christian  use 
of  Sunday.  First,  every  Sunday  should  include  a  time  of 
worship.  Second,  every  Sunday  should  include  a  time  of 
rest.  Third,  every  Sunday  should  include  some  service  to 
others,  or  something  which  will  make  us  more  able  to 
serve  others. 

4.  THE  VALUE  OF  SUNDAY.  (1)  Sunday  is  valuable 
for  physical  growth.  Sunday  gives  opportunity  to  refrain 
from  doing  the  regular  routine  acts  of  the  week,  and 
opens  the  way  for  changes  which  make  for  physical 
growth. 

(2)  Sunday  is  valuable  for  mental  growth.  The  mind, 
as  well  as  the  body,  needs  a  change.  There  should  be  a 
mental  relaxation.  Sunday  makes  it  possible  to  think 
about  matters  which  have  been  crowded  out  during  the 
week.  .Books  or  magazines  which  are  necessarily  set  aside 
during  the  week  may  be  read  on  Sunday.  A  walk  out  into 
the  woods  or  park,  or  a  hike  out  into  the  hills  ai'opng  the 
beauties  of  nature  gives  the  mind  an  oppoitunity  to  see 
new  and  different  things. 

(3)  Sunday  is  valuable  for  social  growth.  FriQjndship 
is  an  essential  and  joy  of  life.  The  duties  of  the  week 
hinder  friendly  relationships.  Sunday  may  be  a  time  to 
visiting  the  sick  and  needy.  It  may  be  used  to  visit  new 
people  in  the  community.  Sunday  may  be  known  as  fam- 
ily day,  when  all  members  of  the  family  come  together 
and    strengthen    family    relationships. 

(4)  Sunday  is  valuable  for  religious  growth.  Our  fore« 
fathers  came  to  America  in  order  that  they  might  wor- 
ship God  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  hearts. 
They  set  aside  one  day  in  seven  when  all  unnecessary 
work  should  be  put  away,  and  all  were  to  go  to  church 
and  worship  God.  Our  nation  has  stood  as  a  Sabbath-ob- 
serving country.  Historically  Sunday  has  been  known  as 
a  day  of  worship.  The  Christian  can  and  ought  to  take 
time  to  worship.  Young  people  need  to  worship  in  order 
that  they  may  gain  a  better  knowledge  of,  and  have  a 
better  fellowship  with  God.  Young  people  ought  to  wor- 
ship in  order  that  they  may  develop  their  own  talents 
and  reach  their  highest  possible  spiritual  selves.  Young 
people  ought  to  worship  in  order  that  they  may  have 
comradeship  with  God  and  their  fellow  friends.  Young 
people  ought  to  worship  because  it  leads  to  the  balanced 
and  abundant  life. 

5.  JESUS'  USE  OF  THE  SABBATH.  One  Sabbath  day 

(Continued  on  page  14) 
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THE  WORK  OF  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT 

THE  HOLY  SPIRIT  REPROVES,  rebukes,  convicts 
(John  16:8-11).  We  better  appreciate  the  power  of 
the  Spirit  to  work  in  our  lives  when  we  see  the  evil  of 
unbelief  in  the  world,  of  our  own  personal  righteousness, 
and  of  Satan. 

"He  came  in  tongues  of  living  flame, 

To  teach,  convince,  subdue; 
All-powerful  as  the  wind  He  came. 

And  .all  as  viewless,  too." 

The  Holy   Spirit  gives  the  new  birth    (John  3:5,  6). 

"How  glorious  is  the  hour 

WTien  first  our  souls  awake, 
And  through  Thy  Spirit's  quick'ning  pow'r, 

Of  new  life  partake!"  •    • 

When  born  of  the  Spirit  we  have  a  new  heart  and  are 
made  new  creatures  in  Christ  Jesus  (lEzek.  36:26;  2 
Cor.  5:17). 

"Born  of  Thy  Spirit,  Lord, 

Thy  Spirit  may  we  share;  .::•,■-•     •  .^^v•-.."• 

Deep  in  our  hearts  inscribe  Thy  Word,  ,  ■'■ 

And  place  Thine  image  there." 

There  can  be  no  transformation  (Romans  12:2)  without 
this  new  birth  (Eph.  4:24).  For  sin  is  conceived  in  the 
heart  before  it  finds  expression  in  the  life   (Prov.  4:23). 

"And  ev'ry  virtue  we  possess,  •  ^    ' 

And  ev'ry  virtue  won,  .    i  •  '' 

And  ev'ry  thought  of  holiness 

Are   His   and   His  alone."— Col.  1:13;   Eph.   2:10. 

The  Holy  Spirit  gives  assurance  (Romans  8:16;  Gal. 
4:6),  without  which  there  can  be  no  power  in  Christian 
service  nor  successful  soul  winning.  Tke  Holy  Spirit  pro- 
duces all — not  just  a  few —  of  the  Christ-like  graces  (Gal. 
5:22-23).  We  grow  in  grace  as  we  grow  in  experience 
with  the  Holy  Spirit.  We  owe  every  victory  over  the  flesh 
to  Him  (Romans  8:13).  A  complete  surrender  to  God's 
will  in  a  matter  means  instant  victory  (Romans  6:16). 

The  Holy  Spirit  assures  the  believer  of  sonship,  and 
His  keeping  power  over  the  believer  is  a  pledge  of  futui'e 
glory  (2  Cor.  1:22;  5:5;  Eph.  1:13,  14;  4:30.  He  fills  for 
a  victorious  life  (Acts  2:4;  Eph.  5:18.  He  sanctifies,  or 
separates  to  God  for  His  use  (2  Thess.  2:13;  ,1  Peter  1:2). 
He  abides  with  the  believer  forever  (John  14:16).  He 
teaches  with  the  Word  as  His  textbook  and  the  believer 
as  His  pupil  (John  14:26);  1  Cor.  2:13) 
He  brings  to  remembrance  the  things  we  havp 
learned  (John  14:26).  He  testifies  to  us  of  Christ 
and  opens  to  us  the  Word  concerning  Him  (John  15:26). 
He  guides  into  all  truth  (John  16:13).  He  glorifies  Christ 


in  and  through  u:s  (John  ]6:]4;.  H<-  takftH  the  thingH  of 
Christ  and  shows  them  to  uh  (John  16:14).  He  gives  u« 
power  to  obey  Cod  (Ezek.  36:27);  and  to  obey  the  truth 
(1  Petor  1:22).  Wa  gives  frf;f;dom  from  thf;  law  of  «in 
and  death  (Romans  8:2).  He  causes  us  to  fulfill  th*;  right- 
eousness of  the  law,  which  we  as  sinners  could  not  ful- 
fill (Romans  8:3,  4).  He  gives  us  power  to  please  God 
by  giving  us  victory  over  the  flesh  (Romans  8:5-9).  He 
gives  victory  over  disease  and  death  f Romans  8:11).  He 
gives  power  to  mortify  the  df-ods  of  iho  body  (Romans 
8:13). 

The  Holy  Spiiit  diiects  in  our  prayer  life  (Romans 
8:26,  27;  P]ph.  6:18;  Jude  20).  He  gives  victory  over  the 
desires  of  the. flesh  (Gal.  5:16,  17).  He  delivers  from  the 
bondage  of  the  law,  and  places  us  on  a  plane  above  mere 
law  (Gal.  5:18).  He  substitutes  His  fruit  for  the  works 
of  the  flesh  in  us  (Gal.  5:19-23).  He  gives  a  holy  walk 
(Gal.  5:25).  He  puts  away  the  things  that  displea.se  the 
Father  (Eph.  4:30-32).  He  puts  Satan  to  flight  by  put- 
ting up  a  standard  against  him  (Isaiah  59:19;  James 
4:7).  He  gives  soul  rest  (Isaiah  63:14).  He  makes  Jesus 
Lord  (1  Cor.  12:3).  He  gives  liberty  (2  Cor.  3:17),  divine 
love  (Romans  5:5;  Col.  1:4,  8),  and  fullness  of  joy  (Acts 
13:52;  1  Thess.  1:6).  He  strengthens  the  inner  man  (Eph. 
3:16);  He  gives  righteousness  and  peace  (Romans  14:17: 
15:13);  He  reveals,  interprets  and  applies  the  deep 
things  of  God  (1  Cor.  2:9-14);  He  enables  us  to  impart 
truth  to  others  (Acts  1:8;  1  Cor.  2:1-4;  1  Thess.  1:5); 
He  inspires  our  worship  of  God  (John  4:23,  24;  Phil.  3:3; 
He  builds  us  up  (Acts  9:31);  He  calls  and  directs  us  in 
God's  service  (Acts  8:27,  29;  13:2-4);  He  directs  in  the 
details  of  life  and  service  (Matt.  4:1  Acts  10:  19,  20;  11- 
12;  16:6,  7);  He  makes  known  all  our  redemption  rights 
and  God's  free  gifts  to  His  children   (1  Cor.  2:12). 
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Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vanator 

Lesson  for  June  28,  1953 

PAUL'S  JOY  IN  CHRIST 

Lesson:   Philippians    l:12-27a 

ONE  OF  PAUL'S  EXPRESSIONS  which  we  meet  fre- 
quently and  which  tells  of  his  joy  in  Christian  ser- 
vice, is  "Rejoice  in  the  Lord."  This,  we  might  say,  could 
become  the  key  word  of  his  letter  to  the  Philippian 
church,  for  the  tie  that  binds  Christians  together  is  love, 
and  Christian  life,  lived  at  its  height,  is  the  greatest  joy 
that  can  be  experienced. 

The  Christian  can  even  find  joy  in  sad  experiences, 
and  so  Paul  found  it  when  he  had  lived  a  life  of  humble 
service  for  his  Lord.  In  our  lesson  text  for  this  closing 
Sunday  of  the  second  quarter  of  the  year  1953.  we  find 
Paul  rejoicing  in  his  bonds,  in  that  he  says  that  his  im- 
prisonment has  even  "fallen  out  rather  unto  the  "fur- 
therance of  the  gospel."  and  that  regai-dless  of  what 
happens  he  knows  that  he  is  "set  for  the  defence  of  the 
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pospel."  He  goes  on  further  to  say  that  regardless  of 
whether  those  who  are  seeking  to  add  to  his  discomfort 
ai-e  succeeding  or  not,  he  is  sure  that  "Christ  is 
preached;  and  I  therein  do  rejoice,  yea,  and  will  rejoice." 

\N"hen  we  read  the  10th  and  20th  verses  of  our  printed 
text  we  see  that  Paul  finds  an  additional  cause  for  joy 
in  that  he  has  a  triumphant  faith,  and  that  he  is  sure 
that  God's  purposes  will  be  carried  out  regardless  of  all 
cireumstances.  For  God  has  called  him  to  this  task  and 
through  him  it  must  be  done,  and  even  though  the  out- 
come of  his  imprisonment  is  uncertain,  yet  he  finds  much 
cause  to  joy  in  the  fact  that  God's  work  is  going  ahead. 

Then,  even  though  Paul  has  a  deep  desire  to  "depart 
and  be  with  the  Lord,"  yet  he  rejoices  in  the  fact  that 
he  can  still  be  a  living  witness  among  men  to  the  truth 
of  the  Gospel  which  he  preaches.  So  he  finds  joy  even 
under  the  most  adverse  circumstances  and  admonishes  his 
followers  to  have  the  "joy  of  faith"  and  to  have  abundant 
rejoicing  in  Jesus  Christ.  Paul  is  the  great  example  of 
all  Christians  of  one  who  could  have  joy  wthin  his 
heart  in  spite  of  the  severest  trials.  He  had  found  a  way 
to  turn  hardships  into  happiness  and  to  meet  persecution 
with  praise.  And  the  outcome  was  that  he  could  even 
face  death  without  concern  for  either  his  physical  body 
or  his  immortal  soul. 

It  is  in  ser\'ice  for  the  Master  that  each  Chi'istian  will 
find  supreme  joy.  Whatever  enters  into  his  life,  be  it 
pain — physical  or  mental — to  him  becomes  a  part  of  that 
which  he  must  endure.  In  this  Paul  became  Christ-like, 
for  he  know  that  his  Loi'd  had  "been  obedient  unto 
death,  even  the  death  of  the  cross";  He  had  endured  the 
pain,  but  had  been  "set  down  at  the  right  hand  of  the 
Father,  where  He  makes  intercession  for  us."  Was  he 
better  than  his  Lord?  should  he  not  "joy"  in  the  perse- 
cutions which  came  to  him  for  the  sake  of  the  One 
whose  cause  he  espoused? 

Paul's  "joy"  carried  him  to  the  very  gates  of  glory, 
and  he  could  write,  "I  have  finished  the  woi'k  which 
Thou  gavest  me  to  do."  What  joy  must  have  been  in 
Paul's  heart  and  showed  forth  in  his  face  as  he  met  the 
executioners  who  were  to  take  away  his  earthly  life,  and 
we  may  be  sure  that  the  words  that  found  utterance  in 
his  heart  were  expressions  of  "joy"  that  he,  at  last,  was 
going  to  meet  "face  to  face"  the  One  who  had  met  him 
on  the  Damascus  Road  and  who  had  blinded  him  to  the 
things  of  this  world  and  had  opened  his  eyes  to  the 
"joys"  of  eternal  life.  May  we,  too,  be  able  to  say  with 
Paul,   "Rejoice   in   the  Lord,  and  again  I  say  rejoice!" 


Crusader  Topic 
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Jesus  went  into  the  synagogue  and  saw  there  a  man  with 
a  withered  hand.  Jesus  noticed  that  the  Pharisees  were 
there.  He  turned  to  them  and  asked:  "Is  it  lawful  on  the 
sabbath  day  to  do  good,  or  to  do  harm  ?  to  save  a  life, 
or  to  kill?"  The  Pharisees  did  not  answer.  Then  Jesus 
turned  to  the  man  with  the  withered  hand  and  said, 
"Stretch  forth  thy  hand,"  and  the  hand  was  cured.  Jesus 
went   regularly   to   the   synagogue   on    the    Sabbath.   "As 


his  custom  was"  he  would  read  from  the  Scriptures  and 
explain  their  meanings.  Jesus  took  time,  from  His  very 
busy  life,  to  worship  God.  He  had  fellowship  vdth  the 
Father  through  pi-ayer,  and  part  of  each  Sabbath  was 
spent  in  worship.  Jesus  used  the  Sabbath  for  the  wor- 
ship of  God  and  the  service  of  mankind.  The  Sabbath,  to 
Him,  was  not  a  cold,  legal  code.  It  was  a  time  to  be  used 
for  the  benefit  of  man.  "The  sabbath  was  made  for  man," 
and  was   to   be  used  for  the  highest  good. 

6.  PRINCIPLES  FOR  A  HAPPY  AND  PROFITABLE 
SUNDAY.  (1)  Sunday  should  include  time  for  worship. 
(2)  The  acts  of  worship  should  pay  honor  to  Jesus  Christ 
and  lead  to  fellowship  with  Him.  (3)  Sunday  should  aid 
SPIRITUAL,  physical,  mental,  and  social  growth.  (4) 
Activities  should  give  the  desired  and  needed  change  and 
rest  from  regular  work.  (5)  AU  members  of  the  family 
should  share  in  the  necessary  responsibilities  of  the  day. 
(6)  The  activities  for  pleasure  and  recreation  should  not 
keep  others  from  proper  Sunday  observance. 

6.  STANDARDS  FOR  LIFE.  What  standards  do  you  i 
want  for  Sunday  ?  Does  the  threefold  purpose  of  Sunday 
— worship,  rest,  and  sei-vice — include  all  that  you  want  to 
do  ?  Does  this  purpose  include  all  that  you  OUGHT  to 
do?  You  will  need  to  practice  the  standards  for  a  long 
time,  perhaps,  before  you  will  want  to  formulate  definite 
principles.  Remember  young  people,  "Keep  the  Sabbath 
day  holy." 


NEWS  FROM  OUR  CHURCHES 
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just  beyond  ours,  to  be  occupied  by  the  Lutheran  denom- 
ination. The  Brethren  church  is  now  in  a  good  basement 
unit  which  was  dedicated  Pentecost  Sunday  in  the  after- 
noon. At  the  morning  service  the  Pastor,  Brother  Paul 
M.  Naff,  preached  a  very  appropriate  sermon,  setting 
forth  certain  emphases  which  were  very  helpful.  After 
enjoying  the  hospitality  of  some  of  the  local  .Brethren, 
visitors  such  as  ourselves  gathered  at  2:30  P.  M.  for  the 
Dedication  service. 

Many  visitors  were  here  from  various  parts  of  the 
district.  Moderator  Floyd  Benshoff  brought  greetings  as 
did  many  others.  It  was  my  pleasant  duty  to  bring  an 
address  on  "Why  We  Love  the  Church."  Many  of  the 
visitors,  like  myself,  were  hopeful  that  the  church  might 
soon  be  able  to  erect  its  next  unit,  a  sanctuary  atop  of 
that  which  we  recently  gratefully  dedicated  to  God.  One 
visiting  brother  said  he  was  a  member  of  the  ten  dollar 
club  and  he  wanted  to  be  asked  for  $10.00  for  this  pro- 
ject soon. 

After  the  Dedication  program  we  journeyed  home  with 
brother  Naff  again  to  Adrian  and  preached  at  the  Brush 
Valley  church  that  night  to  a  very  good  audience.  We 
greatly  appreciated  the  hospitality  of  the  Naffs,  and  are 
thankful  for  the  kind  invitation  which  made  possible  our 
journey  into  this  completely  new  territoi^  for  both  Mrs. 
Locke  and  myself. 

Brother  Naff  is  doing  his  usual  faithful,  consistently 
hard-working  job  of  faithful  ministering  to  these  two 
churches,  Pleasant  View  at  Vandergrift,  and  Brush  Val- 
ley at  Adrian.  May  the  Lord  continue  to  bless  the  Naffs 
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as  those  they  serve!  We  left  the  Naff  home  Monday 
Imorniiig  and  came  to  Berlin,  Pennsylvania,  where  we  had 
delightful  fellowship  and  the  evening  repast  with  the 
Lyle  Lichtenberger's.  Brother  Lichtenberger  shepherded 
me  to  the  Berlin-,Brothers  Valley  High  school  for  the 
commencement  program  after  which  we  met  many  of  the 
jBerlin  Brethren.  Thus  ended  a  very  pleasant  tour  of 
duty  in  the  great  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

— John  F.  Locke. 

WARSAW,  INDIANA 

The  faith  of  Brethren  in  1708  has  continued  down 
through  the  years  and  has  been  a  source  of  inspiration 
ill  the  work  and  fellowship  of  the  Warsaw  First  Breth- 
ren Church. 

In  the  past  four  years  we  have  le,arned  to  enjoy  the 
Warsaw  Church,  the  community  and  the  varied  programs 
at  the  Winona  Lake  Bible  Conference.  There  has  been  a 
gradual  increase  in  church  membership,  denominational 
offerings  ,and  missionary  zeal.  Many  projects  have  been 
started  and  completed,  such  as  pointing  the  exterior  wall 
of  the  church,  minor  improvements  inside  the  church, 
I'esiding  of  the  parsonage  and  remodeling  of  the  interior, 
and  others  too  numei'ous  to  mention.  A  new  Baldwin 
Electronic  organ  was  purchased  last  December. 

The  Laymen's  organization,  under  the  leadership  of 
Albert  Hartman  is  very  active;  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Society  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Jay  Becknell,  is 
carrying  out  its  full  program;  Brethren  Youth  have  been 
active  and  the  Sisterhood  has  been  busy,  too.  The  chui'ch 
attendance  has  been  gradually  increasing  and  the  mid- 
week Prayer  service  has  been  good. 

One  of  the  new  projects,  which  is  a  missionary  pro- 
ject, is  the  formation  of  a  Class  for  the  Deaf  people  in 
this  area.  Two  from  this  class  have  joined  our  church  by 
letter  and  four  are  now  awaiting  baptism.  They  have  se- 
cured a  teacher  from  Goshen  who  will  keep  the  class 
active. 

Therefore,  it  is  with  some  regret  that  we  close  our 
work  here  in  Warsaw  and  enter  into  an  entirely  new 
field  of  labor,  after  careful  consideration  and  much 
prayer.  We  have  wanted  to  enter  the  chaplaincy  for 
some  number  of  years  and  have  come  to  the  place  where 
the  age  limit  has  finally  forced  us  to  make  a  decision,  and 
so  we  have  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Air  Force  for  a 
period  of  30  months. 

I  know  that  the  Faith  of  Brethren  here  will  keep  the 
Church  going  strong  and  we  wish  them  success  in  car- 
rying out  His  work,  and  also  to  whoever  will  come  to 
serve  the  Warsaw  Church  as  pastor. 

In  June  we  begin  our  service  at  Sampson  Air  Force 
Base  near  Geneva,  New  York.  We  would  appreciate  it 
very  much  if  .Brethren  throughout  the  denomination  who 
have  sons,  husbands  or  other  relatives  who  are  members 
of  the  Brethren  Church  and  are  located  at  this  Camp  will 
send  me  their  names,  so  that  I  can  help  keep  the  contact 
of  the  Brethren  Church  with  Brethren  boys  in  the  service. 
Either  send  the  names  to  me  or  to  the  Editor  of  the 
BRETHREN  EVANGELIST  and  he  will  forw^ard  them 
to  me. 


Wo  feel  that  the  work  of  the  Chaplaincy  Ih  a  g;';at, 
challenge.  There  are  thirty-Hix  definite  duticH  and  obliga- 
tions of  an  Air  Force  Chaplain,  divided  into  hIx  groupw 
as  follows:  (1)  Worship  and  pastor  functions,  (2)  Re- 
ligious and  moral  instruction,  ('i)  Personal  counHelling, 
(4)  Humanitarian  services,  (5)  Public  relations,  and  (6) 
Cultural  Leadership.  Many  people  have  been  asking  about 
the  duties  of  a  (chaplain  and  this  will  give  you  a  little 
idea  of  their  program. 

Wo  hope  to  keep  in  contact  with  the  Church  through 
the  EVANGELIST  and  whenever  possible  to  attend  Dis- 
trict Conferences  and  General  Conference.  We  covet  the 
prayers  of  the  entire  Brotherhood  as  we  enter  this  new 
work,  as  we  will  continually  remember  the  work  of  the 
Brethren  Church  in  our  prayers. 

Chaplain    (1st  Lt.)    E.  J.   Beekley, 
Samson  Air  Force  .Base, 
Geneva,  New  York. 


ATTENTION 

TO  THE  CHURCH  CHOIRS    AND    SINGERS    OF 
THE  BRETHREN  CHURCHES: 

Phil  Lersch,  who  is  the  Conference  Choir  Director 
for  this  year,  has  presented  the  following  list  of 
selections  which  the  Choir  will  use  at  the  coming 
General  Conference.  The  Choir  will  be  used  various 
times  throughout  the  week,  and  on  Sunday  morning. 
A  definite  time  for  practice  will  be  announced  later. 

Anthems  to  be  used  are: 

"Make  a  Joyful  Noise  unto  God"— L.  Stanley 
Glarum — No.  1682 — Hall  &  McCreaiy  Company, 
Chicago. 

"Father  Eternal"— Ralph  E.  Williams— No.  834- 
Paul  A.  Schmitt  Music  Company,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

"A  Blessing"— Martin  Shaw— No.  8668- G.  Schi- 
mer.  Inc.,  New  York. 

"Praise  Jehovah"— W.  A.  :Mozart  (Arr.  by  A.  W. 
Binder)— No.  116— Broadcast  Music,  Inc.,  580  Fifth 
Avenue,  New  York. 

"Sanctus" — Charles  Gounod  (from  "St.  Cecilia 
Mass"— No.  2210— The  .Boston  Music  Company,  Bos- 
ton, Mass. 

We  urge  you  to  look  through  your  church  music, 
and  become  familiar  with  these  anthems.  It  would 
be  appreciated  if  you  would  bring  your  copies  of  the 
music  along.  Please  mark  your  music  so  that  you 
will  be  sure  of  getting  it  back. 

The  Conference  Choir  has  been  one  of  the  out- 
standing features  of  our  General  Conference.  With 
your  cooperation  now,  and  at  Conference  time,  we 
will  experience  another  inspirational  and  beneficial 
w^eek  of  special  numbers  for  our  Conference  ses- 
sions. 
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\)  OLORFUL,  attractive,  featuring  inviting  mes- 
sages and  illustrations,  this  series  of  cards  covers 
every  need  and  age — pre-school  througli  adult. 

Here  are  both  religious  and  secular  cards,  care- 
fully designed  and  worded  to  draw  children  and 
adults  to  tlie  Sunday  school.  Each  card  is  an 
effective  attendance  builder — a  very  real  help  to 
teachers,  department  supervisors,  and  other  lead- 
ers. 

Seven  of  the  cards  feature  religious  paintings 
by  Karl  Godwin  and  Leslie  Benson.  Six  cards 
feature  paintings  by  Florence  McCurdy.  Koda- 
chromes  are  used  as  illustrations  on  three  cards. 

Each  card  is  lithographed  in  four  colors,  on 
high-quality  linen-finish  stock,  with  a  friendly 
message  and  an  appropriate  scripture  text.  Space 
for  personal  correspondence  is  provided  on  the 
address  side.  Size  3%ic5%  Inches. 

NUMBER  AND  ACE 
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No.  962— Any  Age 
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No.  964— Any  Age 
No.  965— Any  Age 
No.  966— Any  Age 

25  cents  per  dozen;  $1.50  per  hundred 
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Items  of  general  Interest 


ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  .Brother  Freeman  Ankrum 
writes,  "Things  really  hummed  the  evening  of  June  2nd 
at  the  church.  The  walks,  the  steps  and  the  cistern  floor 
were  all  poured  in  three  hours."  The  present  improve- 
ments are  fast  reaching  the  completion  point. 

PLEASANT  HILL,  OHIO.  Brother  Floyd  Sibert  writes, 
"Just  closed  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School,  with  enrolment 
of  a  littie  over  200.  The  daily  offerings  amounted  to 
$103.00  for  milk  for  Korea.  Our  Church  and  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  cooperated  in  this  school." 

Brother  Sibert  also  informs  us  that  "Mrs.  Sibert  is 
home  now  recuperating  from  major  surgery.  She  is  recov- 
ering nicely." 

June  7th  attendance  is  reported  as  151  for  Sunday 
School. 

NAPPANEE,  INDIANA.  Laymen's  Day  was  observed 
on  June  7th. 

Rev.  "Doc"  and  Jean  Shank  spoke  in  the  Nappanee 
church  on  Sunday,  June  14th,  telling  of  their  anticipated 
missionary  work  in  the  Philippine  Islands. 

ROANN,  INDIANA.  "A  lot  of  work  was  done  at  the 
church  the  past  week.  The  basement  equipment  has  been 
moved  over  to  the  Barber  house.  The  Children's  Depart- 
ment will  met  over  there  during  the  summer  while  the 
basement  is  being  remodeled.  Perhaps  by  the  time  you 
read  this  the  walls  to  the  new  entrance  to  the  building 


will  be  poured.  Much  of  the  basement  walls  and  floor  is 
ready  to  take  out.  This  all  happened  because  a  lot  of  our 
men  ''liad  a  mind  to  work." — From  Brother  S.  M.  Whet- 
stone's church  bulletin  for  June  14th. 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  The  Shanks,  Glenn  and  Jean, 
missionaries  to  the  Philippines,  were  featured  in  the  Elk- 
hart Laymen's  public  program,  Sunday  evening,  June 
14th.  The  Sawyer  Trumpeteers  fuz-nished  special  music  for 
the  sei'vice. 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  To  raise  money  for 
their  Y^outh  project  at  Kentucky,  the  Milledgeville  young 
people  offei-ed  themselves  to  "scrub  porches,  wash  win- 
dows, put  in  screens,  and  other  odd  jobs."  This  should  net 
a  pretty  tidy  sum  for  this  project. 

LANARK,  ILLINOIS.  "Last  Sunday  morning  (June 
7th),"  writes  Brother  J.  D.  Hamel,  "I  baptized  ,10  people, 
making  the  total  baptized  while  I  have  been  minister 
at  Lanark,  2%  years  ...  62.  We  have  taken  in  9  by  let- 
ter during  that  time.  The  62  baptized  have  all  been  first 
time  confessions.  The  Lord  has  surely  been  good  to  us!" 

New  chairs  have  made  their  appearance  in  the  basement 
of  the  Lanark  chui-ch. 

The  Spring  Music  Festival,  sponsored  by  the  Lanark 
young  people,  and  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  J.  D. 
Hamel,  presented  a  program  of  sacred  music  on  May  3rd. 
Participating  groups  were:  The  Senior  Choir,  the  Junior 
Choir,  The  Church  Orchestra,  and  The  Chapel  Choir. 
There  are  nearly  100  members  in  the  four  groups. 

Monday,  May  18th,  the  Lanark  young  people  had  a 
joint  skating  party  with  the  young  people  of  the  Milledge- 
ville Brethren  Church, 

UDELL,  IOWA.  In  the  absence  of  the  Pastor,  Brother 
H.  Francis  .Berkshire,  who  is  spending  the  month  of  June 
in  school  in  Pittsburgh,  Penna.,  a  list  of  supply  ministers 
has  been  announced.  b 

Dr.  R.  R.  Haun,  Professor  in  the  Dept.  of  Physical 
Science,  at  Drake  University,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  spoke  on 
June  14th. 

On  June  21st,  Rev,  L.  A,  Walker  of  the  Fairview 
church,  was  the  speaker,  and  on  June  28th,  Rev.  Richmond 
of  Unionville,  was  scheduled  to  speak. 

Brother  Berkshire,  vsrhile  in  the  east,  is  the  supply 
speaker  on  June  21st  and  28th  in  our  Pittsburgh,  Penna., 

SPECIAL:  In  a  card  to  the  Editor,  Chaplain  (1st  Lt.) 
E.  J.  Beekley,  who  is  located  at  Sampson  Air  Force  Base, 
Geneva,  New  York,  writes,  "We  had  35  services  yester- 
day (June  7th).  Average  attendance  400.  Twelve  men 
came  forward  at  evening  service."  .Brother  Beekley  says 
that  he  likes  it  better  every  day.  He  says  the  "Chapel 
seats  600.  Organist  and  singers  are  exceptionally  good," 

SPECIAL:  Be  proud  of  your  church.  Pastors.  Send  in 
your  bulletins,  and  write  the  news  of  important  happen- 
ings on  a  post  card  and  send  to  the  Editor.  Others  are 
interested  in  what  is  going  on  in  your  church.  Tell  the 
denomination  about  it.  It  will  take  but  a  moment. 

REMEMBER:  BE  SURE  IT'S  NEWS.  IF  IT  IS  NEWS 
AND  IF  WE  RECEIVE  IT,  IT  WILL  APPEAR  IN  THI 
INTERESTING  ITEMS. 
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Owr  Ylational  Scandal 


FIRST  IN  A  SERIES  OF  TWO 


THE  BOOTLEGGER  IS  BACK!  And  we  have  no  less 
an  authority  than  Collier's  Magazine,  issue  of  June 
13,  1953.  We  are  told  that  there  are  over  100,000  outlaw 
stills  that  are  "inundating  our  enforcement  agencies  and 
enriching  gangland."  We  are  told  that  "Big-time  boot- 
legging is  back,  with  the  speakeasies,  the  corruption  and 
most  other  evils  of  the  prohibition  era." 

The  writer  of  the  article  goes  on  to  say  that  these 
100,000  outlaw  stills  in  the  United  States  (many  of  them 
located  in  our  big  cities),  are  producing  60,000,000  to 
160,000,000  gallons  of  illicit  spirits  a  year,  defrauding  the 
United  States  Government  of  as  much  as  $1,500,000,000 
in  taxes  each  year.  And  he  adds,  "the  making  and  mar- 
keting of  illicit  liquor  has  become  a  multi-billion-dollar 
business." 

The  article  is  very  revealing  in  exposing  the  vices  of 
this  racket.  It  is  reported  that  the  U.  S.  Government  Rev- 
enue agents  are  averaging  more  than  20,000  stills  de- 
stroyed each  year;  more  than  135,000  since  1940.  Yet  the 
number  of  new  stills  put  into  operation  keeps  pace  with 
those  destroyed.  New  York  City  is  reported  to  be  both  the 
capital  and  the  biggest  market  of  the  business. 

The  re-use  of  liquor  bottles,  re-use  of  legal  tax  stamps, 
police  protection,  low  fines  and  short  prison  sentences, 
has  encouraged  the  rise  of  the  bootlegger  again.  It,  in 
the  opinion  of  this  Editor,  is  our  National  Scandal.  The 
pitiful  condition  and  finances  of  enforcement  officers  is  a 
national  tragedy,  and  serves  only  to  make  a  bad  situa- 
tion worse;  for  instance,  as  the  writer  of  the  article  said, 
"Buffalo  agents,  on  one  occasion,  didn't  have  enough 
money  to  pay  the  toll  on  a  bridge  over  which  they  had  to 
drive."  The  writer  also  gives  his  alarming  statement  that 
"The  resurgent  bootlegging  racket  has  reached  such  gi- 
gantic proportions  that  the  biggest  police  force  in  the 
nation  can't  control  it."  "It  is  once  again  attacking  the 
nation  like  a  vicious  disease,  sapping  our  health,  wealth 
and  morals,"  he  concludes. 

The  articles  left  this  scribe  in  somewhat  of  a  daze,  be- 
cause of  its  revealing  facts  and  exposures  of  this  vicious 
racket.  We  have  pondered  just  why  Colliers,  which  in  this 
same  issue,  carried  nearly  IV2  pages  of  liquor  ads,  most 
of  them  in  full  color,  printed  this  article.  Our  only  con- 
clusion is  that  the  effort  is  made  to  place  the  blame  for 
the  rise  of  the  bootlegger  on  to  the  high    tax    on    legal 


liquor,  which  liquor  Colliers  advertises.  This  high  tax 
seems  to  be,  in  their  opinion,  the  thing  which  has  forced 
the  drinker  to  patronize  the  bootlegger. 

BEFORE  REPEAL 

We  do  not  know  if.  the  writer  of  the  article  had  it  in 
mind  or  not,  but  the  article  does  far  more  than  reveal  the 
fact  that  the  bootlegger  is  back  (and  here  is  the  reason 
we  have  drug  this  sori-y  mess  into  our  "Editor's  Pulpit.") 
This  article  reveals  that  the  liquor  interests  have  broken 
one  of  their  pre-repeal  promises.  Everyone  old  enuogh  to 
read  and  remember,  will  recall  how  the  "wets"  emblaz- 
oned upon  the  newspapers  and  magazines  of  the  nation 
the  fact  that  if  the  18th  Amendment  would  be  repealed 
that  the  bootlegger  would  disappear.  Bootlegging  at  that 
time  had  become  so  great,  due  to  the  corruption  of  many 
enforcement  officials,  and  the  Rip  Van  Winkle  sleep  of 
church  members,  that  it  was  a  national  scandal  of  that 
time.  We  are  convinced  that  many  tired-hearted  people 
voted  for  repeal  becanse  they  believed  that  the  speak- 
easies, gangland  murders,  rum-runners,  and  the  like 
would  disappear. 

So,  repeal  came,  and  this  great  nation  is  now  dririking 
itself  to  death  to  the  tune  of  over  $9,000,000,000  per  year, 
which  figure,  we  safely  assume,  does  not  include  the  mul- 
ti-billions that  go  to  the  bootleggers.  In  other  words,  we 
still  have  the  mess  which  repeal  was  "guaranteed"  tc 
clean  up,  and  on  top  of  it,  we  have  a  drinking  population 
so  great  that  it  adds  to  this  national  scandal,  until  we 
as  a  nation  must  hang  our  head  in  shame.  Truly  "wine  is 
a  mocker,  strong  drink  a  brawler." 

WOMEN  AND  ALCOHOL 

To  continue:  The  Akron-Beacon  Journal  in  an  article, 
"Women  and  Alcohol,"  draws  a  parallel  between  the 
status  of  women,  in  years  past  and  now.  It  speaks  of  the 
time  when  women  served  Tea,  with  "lemon  or  cream,"  at 
their  afternoon  gatherings,  and  of  now  when  they  sen'e 
cocktails,  "Manhattan  or  Martini."  It  then  follows  with 
the  tragic,  revolting  statement,  that  "Somewhere  in  be- 
tween this  transition,  upwards  of  1,000,000  American 
women  from  every  walk  of  life  have  become  confirmed 
alcoholics."  These  are  not  the  social  drinkei-s.  but  those 
who  keep  their  bottles  hidden  in  the  linen  closet-,  at  the 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


PA(1E  FOUR 


THK    HKETHREN    EVANGELISI 


Word    Vidiin'ti    Of 

Ghnd    In    The 

^ospt'l   O/  Jolin 


Each  of  the  chapters  of  the  Gospel  of  John  contain  a 
word  picture  of  Christ.  Twenty-ono  Brethren  ministers 
present,  in  this  series  of  devotional  articles  the  *develop- 
ment"  of  these  pictures,  chapter  by  chapter.  We  urge  you 
to  read  each  chapter,  and  each  of  the  articles  as  they 
appear;  thereby  coining  to  a  deeper  understanding  of  our 
Saviour,  His  pui-pose,  and  His  work. — W.  S.  B. 
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6.   Ghnst,    'The  Bread  Of  Life 

IZev.  Robuii  Holsinger  Texi;  John  6:32-58 


I 


N  THE  LAND  OF  PALESTINE  the  life  of  the 
people  almost  depended  upon  the  wheat  and 
the  barley  harvest.  Bread  was  their  principal 
food,  and  unless  rains  came  at  the  proper  time 
the  crops  would  suffer,  causing  a  shortage  of 
food.  So  bread,  a  gift  of  God,  was  regarded  as  al- 
most sacred  because  it  was  a  reminder  of  God's 
continual — and  often  undeserved,  care. 

If  you  had  the  opportunity  of  traveling  in  Pal- 
estine today  you  could  see  the  regard  which  peo- 
ple have  for  bread.  If  a  scrap  of  it  is  found  ly- 
ing along  the  roadside  it  is  picked  up  and  placed 
on  a  wall,  or  on  the  branch  of  a  tree  where  the 
birds  can  find  it,  or  it  is  carried  until  it  can  be 
thrown  to  a  passing  dog.  It  is  never  left  where  it 
can  be  trodden  under  foot  in  the  common  dust, 
because  it  has  in  it  an  element  of  sacredness  as 
coming  from  the  Giver  of  all  Good.j 

There  is  a  lot  of  bi^ad  consumed  in  the  U.  S. 
A.,  but  it  does  not  have  any  particular  signifi- 
cance. If  the  wheat  crop  is  poor,  there  is  usually 
enough  grain  stored  to  provide  bread  through  the 
shortage.  About  the  only  time  we  have  tO'  do  with- 
out bread  is  when  the  truck  drivers  go  on  strike, 
and  then  we  can  make  pancakes,  or  substitute 
.some  other  kind  of  food. 

Now  because  we  know  the  significance  of  bread 
in  Palestine,  we  can  better  appreciate  the  words 
of  Christ  v/hen  He  said  in  Jchn  6:35  'T  am  the 
bread  of  life:  he  that  cometh  to  me  shall  never 
hunger:  and  he  that  believeth  on  me  shall  never 
thirst." 


pendant  upon  God  for  bread  to  preserve  their 
physical  life,  and  now  Christ  is  telling  them  that 
He,  the  Son  of  God  has  come  in  order  to  give 
them  spiritual  life. 

Some  of  the  Jews  were  "doubting  Thomases"' 
however,  and  they  said  to  Jesus,  "Moses  fed  our 
fathers  heavenly  bread  in  the  wilderniess  for  40 
years ;  all  you  did  was  to  multiply  some  common 
barley  loaves  and  feed  the  people  once."  Then 
Christ  reminded  them  that  Moses  didn't  have 
very  much  to  do  with  providing  bread  for  their 
fathers  after  all — God  had  provided  it,  and  He 
proceeded  to  reprove  them  for  failing  to  give  God 
the  credit.  He  also  neproved  them  for  thinking 
more  of  the  need  of  their  stomachs  than  for  their 
spiritual  life. 

He  agreed  that  the  Old  Testament  Scripture 
had  stated  that  "He  gave  them  bread  from 
heaven,"  but  it  was  not  heavenly  bread — intended 
for  the  nourishment  of  souls.  In  the  32nd  verse 
Christ  said  "But  my  Father  giveth  you  the  true 
bread  from  heaven,  and  he  makes  that  statement 
repeatedly  in  this  sixth  chapter  of  John.  Matthew 
Henry  states  that  "Christ  is  bread, — is  that  to 
the  soul  which  bread  is  to  the  body.  He  nourishes 
and  supports  the  spiritual  life  as  bread  does  the 
bodily  life;  it  is  the  staff  of  life.  The  doctrines 
of  the  gospel  concerning  Christ — that  He  is  the 
Mediator  between  God  and  man,  that  He  is  our 
peace,  our  righteousness,  our  Redeemer;  by  these 
things  do  men  live.  Our  bodies  could  better  live 
without  food  than  our  souls  without  Christ." 


The  people  already  knew  that   they   were   de-         In  verse  51  Christ  said,  "I  am  the  living  bread 
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which  came  down  from  heaven :  if  any  man  eat 
of  this  bread,  he  shall  live  for  ever:  and  the  bread 
that  1  will  give  is  my  flesh,  which  1  will  give  for 
the  life  of  the  world."  Notice  the'  contrast  be- 
tween common  bread  and  "The  Living  Bread." 
Bread  is  in  itself  inanimate  or  dead  matter.  It 
can  provide  no  nourishment  without  the  digtvitive 
faculties  of  a  living  body,  but  Christ  is  Himself 
"living  bread,"  and  nourishes  by  His  own  power. 

Manna  was  dead  matter ;  each  morning  a  fresh 
supply  would  appear  on  the  ground  for  the  Chil- 
dren of  Israel  to  gather.  God  told  them  they  were 
to  pick  up  just  enough  for  their  use  during  that 
day,  and  no  more.  It  remained  fresh  during  that 
day,  but  if  they  would  try  to  keep  some  ovei'- 
night,  it  became  rotten  and  wormy.  In  contrast, 
Christ  is  the  living  and  everlasting  bread  that 
never  becomes  mouldy  nor  stale.  The  power  of 
the  sacrifice  which  Christ  made  on  the  cross  is 
just  as  strong  and  comforting  to  a  believer  now 
as  it  was  1900  years  ago,  and  in  the  same  way 
His  intercession  in  our  behalf  is  just  as  powerful 
and  effective. 

He  gives  life  unto  the    world not    a    brief 

physical  life,  but  spiritual  and  eternal  life.  The 
manna  preserved  and  supported  life,  but  Christ 
restores  and  gives  life  to  those  who  are  dead  in 
sin.  The  manna  was  sent  only  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Israelites,  but  Christ  was  sent  for  the  life  of 
the  world.  None  are  excluded  from  the  benefits 
of  this  bread,  but  such  as  exclude  themselves. 

Manna  was  to  be  gathered  in  the  morning,  be- 
cause it  soon  disappeared;  so  Christ  must  be 
sought  while  it  is  early,  if  He  is  to  be  found  by 
the  sinner.  The  Children  of  Israel  lived  on  manna 
until  they  came  to  their  promised  land;  in  like 
manner  Christ  is  our  Life,  until  we  come  to  the 
place  which  He  has  prepared  for  us  in  His  king- 
dom. The  crown  of  glory  is  set  before  us  as  the 
prize  of  our  high  calling,  and  it  is  possible  for 
everyone  to  achieve  it. 

Those  who  eat  of  the  manna  hungered  again, 
but  Christ  promised  that  any  who  would  come  to 
Him  would  never  hunger  nor  thirst.  Those  who 
did  eat  of  the  manna  died,  but  Christ  said  "If  any 
man  eat  of  this  bread,  he  shall  live  for  ever;" 
By  this  we  know  that  Christ  does  not  mean 
Physical  life.  Our  restricted  life  on  this  earth 
will  end,;  then  we  enter  into  eternal  life. 

Christ  said  "The  bread  that  I  will  give  is  my 
flesh,"  and  in  the  53rd  verse  "Except  ye  eat  of 
the  flesh  of  the  Son  of  man,  and  drink  his  blood, 
ye  have  no  life  in  you."  When  the  people  heard 


Christ  proclaim  that  He  was  the  broad  of  Cod 
which  gives  life,  immediately  they  began  to  pray 
for  it,  but  they  thought  they  would  b-j  getting 
something  like  a  super  vitamin-pill  which  tri/^y 
could  swallow,  and  never  have  to  go  to  the  trou- 
ble of  eating  again. 

The  Jews  misunderstood  this  statement  then, 
and  the  Catholic  church  takes  it  literally  now,  but 
in  that  51st  verse  it  does  net  say  He  gave  His 
flesh  TO  us,  for  eating  purposes,  but  that  He 
gave  it  (past  tense)  FOR  the  life  of  the  world. 
He  gave  it  when  He  suffered  and  died  on  the 
cross.  I  believe  He  meant  by  eating  His  flesh  and 
drinking  His  blood  that  we  should  believe  in  Him. 
We  receive  the  spiritual  nourishment  from  Him 
by  faith,  just  as  surely  as  we  receive  physical 
nourishment  from  food  and  drink  when  we  sit 
down  tC'  the  dinner  table. 

As  we  have  .an  appetite  for  food  and  drink,  so 
we  should  hunger  and  thirst  after  Christ.  Unless 
we  eat  when  we  sit  down  to  the  table  the  food 
cannot  help  us,  and  unless  we  believe  in  Christ 
He  cannot  help  us.  If  we  have  no  desire  for 
Christ  then  we  must  be  spiritually  dead,  and  for 
those  separated  from  Christ  there  can  be  no  spir- 
itual life! 

Christ  said  "I  am  come  in  order  that  ye  might 
have  life."  We  shall  live,  and  live  eternally  by 
Him,  just  as  our  bodies  live  by  our  food. 

"If  a  man  eat  this  Bread,  he  shall  live  for 
ever."  As  the  hunger  of  the  multitude  was  satis- 
fied by  the  miraculous  multiplication  of  loaves  in 
the  wilderness,  so  have  people  in  every  age  par- 
taken of  the  true  and  spiritual  Bread,  aiid  have 
borne  witness  to  its  power  to  satisfy  their  deep- 
est cravings,  and  to  nourish  their  spintual  life. 

{Mattheiv  Henry  and  International  Bible  En- 
cyclopaedia, principal  references.)  '  '  - 

— Cameron,  West  Virginia.. . 
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THANKSGIVING  OFFERINGS  FROM  CHURCHES 

Southeast   District 

Bethlehem,  Virginia   $  151.00 

Cumberland,  Maryland   52.26 

Gatowood  (Fayetteville,  W.  Va.)    11-00 

Hagerstown,    Maryland    697.75 

Haddix,   Kentucky    49.00 

Liberty   (Quicksburg,  Va.)    14.50 

Limvood,  Maryland   106.00 

Lost  Creek,  Kentucky    140.86 

Mathias,  W.  Va 30.00 

>Liurertown,  Virginia 131.48 

Mt.  Olive   (McGaiieysville,  Va.)    47.00 

Oak  Hill,  W.  Va 135.00 

St,  James,  Maryland    182.58 

St.  Luke  (Woodstock,  Va.)   

Washington,  D.   C 178.25 

Total  Southeast  District   $  1,930.68 

Pennsylvania  District 

Berlin,  Pennsylvania    $  500.51 

Brush  Valley  (Adrian,  Pa.)    92.50 

Calvary  (New  Jersey)    40.00 

Conemaugh,  Pennsylvania  152.00 

Cameron,  W.  Va,  38.25 

Highland   (Marianna,  Pa.)    49.00 

Johnstow-n   (First),  Pa 469.05 

Johnstown  (Second),  Pa 76.00 

Johnstown    (Third),   Pa 642.65 

Masontown,  Pennsylvania   276.10 

Meyersdale,   Pennsylvania     217.00 

Mt.  Olivet   (Georgetown,  Del.)    44.00 

Mt.  Pleasant,  Pennsylvania   22.00 

Pittsburgh,    Pennsylvania    102.91 

Quiet  Dell,   Pennsylvania    24.50 

Sergeantsville,  New  Jersey    62.00 

Uniontown,   Pennsylvania    5.00 

Valley  (Jones  Mills),  Pa 24.00 

Vandergrift,   Pennsylvania    45.50 

Vinco,  Pennsylvania   468.90 

Waynesboro,   Pennsylvania    63.00 

White  Dale  (Terra  Alta),  W.  Va 40.85 

Pennsylvania  Miscellaneous    31.00 

Total  Pennsylvania  District   $  3,486.72 

Ohio  District 

Akron     $  118.48 

Ashland    879.81 

Bryan    645.82 

Canton    221.00 

Columbus     38.05 

Dayton    780.30 

Fairhaven    70.00 


Fairview     12.0t 

Fremont     

Glenford     35.0( 

Gratis     265.0( 

Gretna    1,139.51 

Louisville     590.2( 

Mansfield    lOO.lC 

New  Lebanon 413. 7E 

North    Georgetown    123. OC 

Pleasant   Hill    284.58 

Smithvillc     673.5( 

West   Alexandria     130.0C 

Williamstown    98.8!: 

Ohio  Miscellaneous   43.0C 

Total  Ohio  District   $  6,668.01 

Indiana  District 

Akron   (Cooperative)    $  46.0( 

Ardmore     170.5^ 

Brighton     46.6J 

Burlington 133.75 

Center   Chapel    68.0J 

College    Corner    50.4{ 

County  Line    

Denver    81.0( 

Corinth     43.0( 

Dutchtown     30.0( 

Elkhart     595.9f 

Flora     422.5< 

Goshen    368.9] 

Huntington    85. 0( 

Loree     200.0( 

Mexico    144.,lf 

Milford     lOO.OC 

Muncie    202.0c 

Napp.anee     625. 0( 

New    Paris    666.7c 

North   Liberty    285.0C 

North  Manchester   281.98 

Oakville    88.3£ 

Peru     69.0( 

Roann     260.0C 

Roanoke    31.0C 

Sherwood,  Michigan    

South  Bend   

Teegarden    21.3C 

Tiosa     27.0C 

Warsaw    162.0C 

Indiana  Miscellaneous    9.0C 

Total  Indiana  District   $.5,314.35 

Central  District 

Cerro  Gordo,  Illinois    $  27.0C 

Lanark,   Illinois    424.14 

Milledgeville,    Illinois     506.00 
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Udell,   Iowa     GO.l.'J 

Waterloo,   Iowa    '  273.00 

Central    Miscellaneous    2G.00 

Total  Central  District   $  1,316.27 

Mid-West  District 

Carleton,  Nebraska  $  33.42 

Cheyenne,   Wyoming     50.00 

Falls  City,  Nebraska   67.00 

Ft.   Scott,  Kansas    12.00 

Morrill,  Kansas    19.00 

Mulvane,  Kansas   70.00 

Mid- West    Miscellaneous     22.00 

Total  Mid- West  District   $  273.42 

Northern  California  District 

Lathrop     $  10.11 


Manteca    137.00 

Stockton     48.00 

Northern  California  Miscellaneous   21.00 

Total    Northern    California    District    $  216.11 

Tucson,  Arizona     $  74.50 

General    Miscellaneous     40.00 

Total  from  churchcn   $19,320.06 


July   Missionaries'  Birthdays 

Glenn  (Doc)  Shank     July  16 

Jeannette  (Mrs.  K.  L.)  Solomon     July  17 

Susan   Byler    (Daughter  of  Rob  and  Jane)     July   31 
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WHAT  OF  EVERY  WIND  OF  DOCTRINE? 

TF  OPINIONS  RELATIVE  to  right  living,  as  expressed 
■*•  variedly  by  individuals,  were  accepted  as  standard, 
there  would  be  no  Standard;  for  varied  opinions  as  to 
right  living  are  the  cause  of  wrong  living  and  the  trans- 
gression of  the  only  one  given  STANDARD. 

-That  which  leads  to  the  setting  up  of  various  standards 
(if  standards  they  are)  for  right  living,  is  one  thing 
that  tears  the  True  STANDARD  down.  Nothing  is  more 
undirective  in  life  than  opinions  so  confusing  of  each 
other  as  to  result  in  the  impossibility  of  being  logically 
coherent.  There  is  but  one  Standard  of  righteous  living, 
God's  Word. 

Here  arise  problems  that  only  God  can  solve;  and  they 
must  be  solved  by  the  one  and  only  Standard  of  Right- 
eousness; and  the  only  position  Man  fcan  assume  is  to 
listen  and  agree  or  to  disagree,  offering  no  opinion  or 
argument,  but  taking  the .  result  of  his  decision  if  it  be 
right  or  wrong.  Man  has  for  centuries  pretended  he  ex- 
celled God  in  judgment  and  council,  but  utterly  failed  in 
effort,  except  to  have  succeeded  in  turning  individuals 
and  nations  from  the  path  of  righteousness.    ; 

When  false  and  ambiguous  teachers  teach  that  which 
is  an  unquestionable  affront  to  Him  who  is  the  Father 
of  all  Wisdom  and  Knowledge,  simply  because  they  are 
too  self-willed  to  confess  and  declare  the  one  STANDARD 
of  Rig?iteousness,  they  are  not  only  blazing  the  path  to 
hell  for  others,  but  for  themselves.  God  provides  no  neu- 
tral ground  to  His  kingdom;  one  Way  only;  and  all  Man 
may  say  contrary  to  that  Way  leads  from  it  ...  It  is 
like  turning  one's  back  to  the  sun  to  avoid  the  light;  but 
doing  so  he  sees  the  shadow  of  a  coward.  When  one  is 
afraid  to  tell  the  truth  he  becomes  a  bigger  coward;  and 


this  is  often  discovered  when  hearing  men  preach  to 
avoid  the  truth  because,  of  fear  of  censure  from  those 
who  dislike  truth. 

And  right  there  is  where  a  godly  man  will  stand  un- 
flinchingly for  God,  and  where  God  will  support  him  and 
drive  conviction  into  the  conscience  of  hearers.  I  do  not 
believe  a  preacher  can  step  from  a  pulpit  and  have  a 
clear  conscience  if  he  knov/s  he  avoided  or  evaded  the 
truth  because  he  feared  saying  something  God  prompted 
him  to  say  when  he  saw  folks  he  knew  were  opposed  to 
certain  Biblical  doctrines. 

Under  such  circumstances,  God's  will  is  often  left  unex- 
pressed because  of  cowardice,  and  probably  at  a  moment 
when  it,  if  bodily  expressed,  would  have  been  effective 
and  fruitful.  God's  Word  plainly  tells  that  if  the  sinner 
is  not  warned  of  his  way,  both  he  aiwi  they  i-esponsible 
for  knowing  and  telling  the  truth  are  in  a  very  danger- 
ous position. 

They  who  make  the  biggest  noise  in  the  pulpit  are 
often  the  ones  who  evade  the  truth,  and  knowing  better, 
makes  them  liars  before  God.  Such  lying,  though  oiten 
known  by  the  hearers,  is  never  concealed  from  God;  and 
how  can  such  offenders  carry  on  and  expect  God  to  sup- 
port them,  knowing  their  yielding  is  not  to  His  guidance. 
Shame  on  the  one  who,  like  the  "first  parents,"  evades 
divine  restriction  for  pleasure  in  disobedience  through 
yielding  to  the  biggest  liar  and  deceiver  that  exists. 
Many  pretenders  are  successfully  leading  the  would-be- 
saved  down  the  ever-widening  path  to  final  perdition. 

Many  ^^^ll  learn  the  Truth  too  late 
That  they  followed  a  leader  through  the  wrong  gate. 
Not  knowing  there  is  another  Way, 
They  follow  on  till  Dooms-Day. 

When  too  late  for  a  returning,  ■    ,      .        .:...:-     -  -   - 
They'll  see  their  leader  burning. 

The  lack  of  Truth  and  humble  .submissioa  ,  .^ 

Are  steps  to   a  place   of  a   godless  condition. 
■      Ask  the   Brain-stormer  what  he  is  teaching, 
He'll   choke   a  bit,  then  keep  on  screeching. 
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^.  PROGRAM  OF  THE 

SIXTY-THIRD    PENNSYLVANIA 
DISTRICT  CONFERENCE 

July  20th  to  23rd,    1953 

Host  Church:   Vinco 
Conemaugh,   R.  D.    I,   Penna. 


7:45 


8:15 


8:30 


9:30 
9:45 


10:00 

10:40 

11:15 

12:00 

1:30 

1 :50 

2:10 

2:30 

<3<  = 

THE  PROGRAM 

(All  sessions  on  D.  S.  T.) 

Monday   Eveninig — July  20 

Song  Service 

Devotions    Wilma  Leidy 

Special  Music 

Sermon Rev.  Ralph  E.  Mills 

Subject:  "I  Say  Unto  Thee,  Arise" 

Tuesday  Morning — July  21 

Simultaneous  Sessions: 

Ministerium 

Woman's  Missionary  Society 

Sisterhood  of  Mary  and  Martha 

Laymen's  Organization 

Boys'  Brotherhood 

Devotions James  Mackall,  Jr. 

Addi-ess  of  Welcome   E.  G.  Walk 

Response  for  Ministerial  Delegates 

Rev.  Elmer  Keck 

Response  for  Lay  Delegates W.  C.  Blough 

Moderator's  Address   Floyd  S.  Benshoff 

Special  Music 

Report  of  Credential  Committee 

Election  of  Committee  on  Committees 

Message  of  Inspiration Rev.  C.  S.  Fairbanks 

Subject:  "God  In  Search  of  Man" 
Noon  Adjournment 

Tuesday  Afternoon 

District  Sunday  School   Board  Session 

Walter  C.  Wertz,  President 
District  Mission  Board  Session 

Harry  L.  Berkshire,  President 
Sisterhood  of  Mary  and  Martha 

Lois  Walker,  President 
Special  Music 


2:35     Christian  Endeavor  Board  Session 

Mrs.  H.  L.  Berkshire,  President 

2:55     Laymen's  Session   John  Golby,  President 

3 :25     Boys'   Brotherhood  Session    Fred   Brant 

5:30     S.  M.  M.  Banquet 

(This  is  Conference  supper — all  are  invited 

Tuesday   Evening  m 

7:30     Song  Service  .1 

7 :45     Devotions   Rev.  Robert  Holsinger 

8:00     Announcements  and  offering 

Special  Music 

Sermon  Rev.  William  Anderson 

9:00     Camp  Rally 

Wednesday  Morning — July  22 

8:30     Simultaneous  Sessions 

(See  group  listing  under  Tuesday) 
9:30     Song  Service 

Devotions    Rev.  Bruce  Shanholtz 

Business  Session 

Minutes  of  the  secretary 

Report  of  Committees 

Credential  Committee 

Committee  on  Committee  report  and  election 

Ministerial  Examining  Board 

Ashland  College  Trustees 

Sunday  School  Board 

Youth  Committee  Report 

Other  Committee  Reports 

11:15     Message  of  Inspiration Rev.  C.  S.  Fairbanks 

Subject:  "The  Mighty  Meek" 
12:00     Noon  Adjournment 

CONFERENCE  PICTURE 

Wednesday  Afternoon 
1:30     Song  Service 
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1:40 


Panel  Discussion: 
"Our  Youth  Work— Where  Are  We?": 
Rev.  Charles  Munson,  Rev.  W.  B.  Brant,  Walter 
Wertz,  Ben  Scheller 

Fraternal  Relations  address 

Rev  .   William     Gould,     Pastor,     Pleasant     Hill 

Church  of  the  Brethren 

Woman's  Missionary  Society  Public  Sei-vice 

W.  M.  S.  .Banquet 

(This  is  Conference  supper — all  are  invited) 

Wednesday  Evening 

Song  Service 

Devotions Rev.  William  D.  Keeling 

Special  Music 
Announcements  and  offering 

SeiTOon   Rev.  S.  E.  Christiansen 

Subject:  "Jesus  Coming  Again" 

Thursday  Morning — July  23 

Simultaneous  Sessions 
(See  listing  under  Tuesday  morning) 

Devotions   Rev.  Horace  Huse 

Business  Session 

Election  of  1953-1954   Conference   Officers 

Unfinished  business 

New  business 

Song  Service 

Message   of  Inspiration    ....  Rev.   C.   S.   Fairbanks 

Subject:  "Peace  in  a  Turbulent  World" 
Noon  Adjournment  .         '  . 

Thursday  Afternoon 

Song  Service 

General  Missionary  Board  Report 

Publication  Board  Session  "  '^        - .. 

Ashland  College  Session Dr.  Glenn  L.  Clayton 

Panel  of  Stewardship 

Rev.  E.  M.  Riddle,  Chairman 

Adjournment 

Youth  Rally  Banquet 

(This  is  Conference  supper — all  are  invited) 

Thursday  Evening    . 

Song  Service 

Devotions   Rev.  George  H.  Jones 

Special  Music 

Installation  of  1953-1954  Officers 

Announcements  and  offering 

Sermon    Rev.    Lyle    Lichtenberger 

Adjournment 


Conference  Theme:  "Hold  fast   that  which  is  good." 

Conference  Text:  "Prove  all  things;  hold  fast  that  which 
is  good."  II  Thessalonians  5:21, 


1:30 
1:40 
2:10 
2:40 
3:10 

3:30 
5:30 


7:30 


DUES 

The  Delegate  Fee  shall  be  one  dollar,  for  each  lay  dele- 
gate. Each  congregation  shall  pay  annually  to  Conference 


the  full  amount  of  duos  for  tho  dol'igates  to  which  it  is 
entitled,  whether  attending  Conference  or  not.  Payment 
of  these  dues  is  a  prerequisite  to  the  congregation'B 
membership  in  this  Conference.  Credentials  will  not  be 
accepted  from  churches  failing  to  fill  out  and  return  stat- 
istical blanks. 

CONFERENCE   OFFICERS 

Moderator    Floyd  S.   I'enshf  f f 

Vice-Moderator   Ralph  E.  .Mills 

Secretary   Mrs.  Elmer  Keck 

Asistant   Secretary    Walter  C.   Wertz 

Treasurer John  H.  Glessner 

Statistician    Mrs.   Ida  Kimniel 


Spiritual  fIDebitations 

Rev.  Dyoll  Belote 

WORLD  CHANGE  AND  PERSONAL  CHANGE 

"I  press  toward  the  mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high  call- 
ing of  God  in  Christ  Jesus." — Philippians  3:14. 

TN  A  BOOK  of  some  rather  recent  date,  the  author 
points  out  that  all  the  major  movements  of  the  times 
express  a  desire  and  a  demand  for  radical  change;  eco- 
nomic, political,  spiritual.  The  author  suggests  that  the 
demand  is  for  change  political,  economic  (or)  spiritual. 
I  believe  the  writer  should  have  left  the  statement  in 
shape  to  definitely  include  the  desire  for  spiritual  change 
as  well  as  otherwise.  The  perennial  rise  of  some  new 
statement  of  the  tenets  of  the  Christian  faith,  is  proof 
of  the  dissatisfaction  of  men  and  their  unwillingness  to 
abide  by  the  simple  requirements  of  the  Gospel.  It  will 
go  without  large  argument  that  the  demand  of  our  day 
for  economic  .and  political  changes  is  well  founded.  And 
the  overwhelming  vote  for  such  changes  in  our  National 
elections  is  proof  of  this  fact.  But  movements  themselves 
are  only  the  instruments  of  changes. 

Real  world  change  involves  radical  PERSONAL  change, 
and  calls  for  group  cooperation. 

Confucius  once  said,  "It  is  not  square  acres  wluch 
make  a  country  great,  but  square  men."  It  is  not  so 
much  changed  economic,  political,  conditions  that  this 
country  needs  as  character  that  shall  of  its  own  power 
bi'ing  about  the  needed  changes.  This  is  an  important 
time  to  be  alive,  and  if  we  are  to  face  its  demands  ade- 
quately we  must  have  character  worthy  of  the  needs  of 
the  new  age, — or  of  any  agei 

And  the  kind  of  character  needed  for  all  ages  is  that 
which  is  acquired  by  I'elating  ourselves  to  the  program 
of  the  Almighty,  as  set  forth  in  the  life  and  teaching  of 
His  Son,  our  Savior,  Jesus  Christ.  It  is  only  thus  that 
we  can  attain  to  that  degree  of  Christian  character  that 
will  qualify  us  to  cooperate  in  bringing  about  these  social 
and  economic  changes  which  are  needed  and  demanded  by 
the  peoples  of  the  world.  Definite  and  radical  personal 
changes  are  the  secret  of  all  true  reformation. 

— Linwood,  Maiyland. 
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THE  A.  B.  C.'S  OF  LIQUOR 


A — Arms  more  villains, 
B — Breaks  more  laws, 
C — Corrupts  more  morals, 
D — Destroys  more  homes, 
E — Engulfs  more  fortunes, 
F — Fills  more  jails, 
G — Grows  more  gray  hairs, 
H — Harrows  more  hearts, 
I — Incites  more  crimes, 
J — Jeopardizes  more  lives, 
K — Kindles  more  strife, 
L — Lacerates  more  feelings, 
M — Maims  more  bodies, 
N — Nails  down  more  coffins, 
O — Opens  more  graves, 
P — Pains  more  mothers, 
Q — Quenches  more  songs, 
R — Raises  more  sobs, 
S — Sells  more  virtue, 
T — Tells  more  lies, 
U — Undermines  more  youth, 
V — Veils  more  widows, 
W — Wrecks  more  men, 
X — X-cites  more  passions, 
Y — Yields  more  disgrace, 
Z — Zeroes  more  hopes, 
than 
any 

other 

enemy 

of 


mankind. 


THE  EDITOR'S  PULPIT 

OUR  NATIONAL  SCANDAL 

(Continued  from  Page  3) 

bottom  of  the  clothes  hamper,  or  under  the  mattress,  an 
are  doing  their  drinking  secretly. 

Space  forbids  enlargement  on  these  incidents,  and  th 
terrific  consequences  involved.  We  present  them  to  yo 
to  show  you  that  all  is  not  well,  as  we  approach  anothe 
anniversary  of  the  founding  of  our  country. 

EVERYONE  AFFECTED 

This  is  a  national  scandal  which  is  affecting  every  oni 
of  us,  whether  we  are  totally  opposed  to  drinking,  mildl; 
opposed,  not  opposed,  or  have  a  "doesn't  bother  me"  atti 
tude.  We,  American  taxpayers,  are  paying  (even  if  poor 
ly)  the  revenue  agents,  whose  job  it  is  to  risk  life  anc 
limb  to  rout  out  these  liquor  law  violators.  We  pay  foj 
the  police,  even  if  they  are  corrupt  and  accept  bribe; 
from  the  bootleggers  in  addition  to  their  salaries  as  paic 
by  the  taxpayers.  We  pay  for  the  relief  funds  used  tc 
care  for  drunkards  and  their  impoverished  families.  Anc 
we  pay  and  shall  continue  to  pay  for  the  weakened  youth 
manhood  and  womanhood  which  drink  has  caused  in 
America. 

THE  SADDEST  PART 

And,  the  saddest  part  of  all  is  that  into  many  church 
homes,  the  bottle  has  entered.  It  is  an  "invited  guest," 
sad  to  say.  The  Church,  the  symbol  of  God's  law  and 
God's  way,  is  corrupted  by  members  who  rarely  draw  a 
fully  sober  breath,  and  who  must  serve  their  cocktails 
when  they  entertain,  or  who  must  indulge  in  their  drinks 
when  out  with  the  crowd,  in  order  to  be  "sociable."  We 
will  have  more  to  say  about  this  in  next  week's  Editorial. 

Next  week,  in  the  second  and  last  in  this  series,  which 
will  come  to  you  over  the  date  of  July  4th,  our  National 
Birthday,  we  will  suggest  some  ways  whereby  American 
church  people  can  work  to  combat  this  national  scandal 
which  threatens  our  very  existence.  W.  S.  B.  Editor. 
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This 
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That 


By  the  Editor 


The  Editor  spent  this  past  week  in  attendance  at  the 
Indiana  District  and  the  Ohio  District  Conferences,  rep- 
resenting the  Brethren  Publishing  Company.  We  are 
glad  to  report  two  very  fine,  very  inspirational,  and  very 
well  attended  Conferences.  At  a  later  date  we  shall  re- 
port mors  fully  on  these  events. 
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I  TERRA  ALTA,  WEST  VIRGINIA 

On  March  15th,  the  council  meeting  of  the  Co-opera- 
tive Brethren  Church  was  held  with  our  Moderator,  Arch 
Whitehair,  presiding.  Elder  Galen  Fike  was  unable  to  at- 
tend the  meeting  due  to  other  engagements.  During  the 
past  year,  letters  were  mailed  to  all  the  members  of  the 
chui'ch  to  bring  the  church  roll  up-to-date,  and  to  classi- 
fy them  as  active  or  inactive  members. 

Rev.  Bobo  visited  our  church  in  November  and  pre- 
sented the  men's  work  of  the  District.  Our  church  has  a 
,very  active  young  people's  Sunday  School  Class,  of  which 
jwe  are  very  proud.  Last  fall  it  undertook  the  job  of  in- 
sulating the  church,  which  they  completed  in  record  time. 
Pre-Easter  Services  were  held,  vidth  our  pastor.  Brother 
Emra  Fike,  in  charge. 

— Mrs.  Maxine  Whitehair,  Cor.  Sec. 
Terra  Alta,  W.  Va. 


ROANN,  INDIANA 

There  is  not  too  much  news  to  give  from  the  Roann 
Brethren  Church  at  this  time,  however,  we  are  happy  to 
report  the  remodeling  of  our  church  is  progressing  nicoiy. 
The  greatly  needed  Sunday  School  rooms  is  one  of  the 
main  features.  When  completed,  we  hope  to  present  a 
picture  to  the  EVANGELIST. 

There  has  been  much  sickness  among  the  lembcrs'nip 
lately  which  has  affected  the  attendance.  Will  you  join  us 
in  prayer  for  the  healing  of  their  bodies?  We  iiave  par- 
ticipated in  all  offerings  thus  far  this  year,  .md  rejmce 
in  the  fact  that  there  is  a  greater  missionary  zeal  than 
ever  before.  May  that  zeal  increase  as  the  years  come 
and  go. 

Rev.  Elmer  Baldwin  (son  of  our  former  pastor.  Rev.  J. 
F.  Baldwin)  and  family,  were  with  us  March  22nd,  and 
presented  a  missionary  program  at  the  church.  Tliey 
serve  in  the  same  locality  where  Miss  Veda  Liskey  and 
the  Bischofs  are  located.  The  Laymen  presented  Rev.  E. 
J.  Beekley,  of  Warsaw,  who  showed  pictures  of  his  trip 
to  the  Holy  Land.  Both  progi'.ams  were  very  interesting. 

The  W.  M.  S.  held  their  public  service  Sunday  morn- 
ing, April  19th.  Mrs.  Paul  Weaver,  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  a  returned  missionary  from  Nigeria,  was  guest 
speaker.  Mother's  Day  was  duly  observed,  and  the  moth- 
ers and  daughters  meeting  was  held  May  14th,  with  an 
attendance  of  sixty.  Ten  of  our  young  people  attended 
the  .Brethren  Youth  Rally  at  Winona  Lake,  April  25th. 
Ten  of  the  Laymen  attended  the  Southern  District  Lay- 
men's  meeting  at  Tiosa,  Indiana,  May  18th. 


Because  of  a  throat  condition,  Brother  Whetstone  was 
unable  to  fill  the  pulpit  SunrLay,  May  24th,  but  we  were 
fortunate  to  have  Mr.  Stanley  Bittinger  as  our  tS^tat 
speaker.  He  gave  a  splendid  .sei-mon,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bit- 
tinger are  missionaries  from  the  Church  of  the  Berthren, 
serving  in  Castanor,  Puerto  Rica.  May  our  Heavenly 
Father  bless  His  pooi>le  eveiyvvhere. 

Mrs.   Birdie   Leslie,   Cor.   Sec. 

Roann,  Indiana. 


LOST  CREEK,  KENTUCKY 

Another  year's  work  has  passed  at  Riverside;  another 
year  of  throwing  out  the  life-line;  another  year  of  help- 
ing in  the  building  up  of  the  kingdom  of  God.  Our  school 
year  closed  the  19th  of  May  with  the  annual  Commence- 
ment Exercises.  The  weather  for  the  day  was  very  un- 
favorable, but  that  did  not  hinder  one  of  our  best  Com- 
mencement times  we  have  ever  had.  The  day  was  given 
to  contests,  which  because  of  the  weather,  had  to  be 
much  held  on  the  inside,  and  the  day's  events  with  the 
evening  program.  This  program  consisted  of  numbers  by 
the  graduates,  and  the  address,  given  this  time  by  the 
Editor  of  THE  EVANGELIST,  Rev.  W.  St.  Clair  Ben- 
shofi.  It  was  a  very  good  message,  and  well  received  by 
the  large  audience  in  attendance. 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  things  about  this  year  is 
that  the  Lord  enabled  the  work  to  come  through  credit- 
ably. Most  bills  have  been  paid,  which  from  a  human 
viewpoint  was  impossible.  But  through  God's  faitlifulness 
and  prayer,  it  has  been  possible. 

Help  came  in  different  ways,  much  food  by  truck  which 
helped  out  so  much,  and  then  cookies  sent  by  the  W.  M. 
S.  I  wish  we  could  tell  just  what  tliis  all  meant,  but 
words  are  too  feeble  for  that.  The  best  we  can  do  is 
thank  you  one  and  all,  which  we  have  already  done  by 
letter.  If  anyone  has  been  missed,  will  you  please  let  us 
know? 

An  unusual  thing  also  came  to  pass.  The  Missionary 
Board  of  our  Church  had  two  of  its  members  present,  who 
took  part  in  the  deliberations  of  the  Board  of  Directoi-s 
of  the  Riverside  Christian  Training  School.  This  was  the 
second  Friday  in  April.  It  is  hoped  that  this  move  will 
result  in  much  good  for  the  work  of  the  Kingdom,  in  bet- 
ter understanding,  and  mutual  conference.  The  ^lission 
Board's  representatives  were  Rev.  J.  Milton  Bowman, 
from  Peru,  Indiana,  and  Rev.  J.  D.  Hamel,  from  Lanark, 
Illinois. 

We  are  glad  that  due  to  a  contest  on  in  the  fall,  the 
attendance  at  the  Lost  Creek  church  was  much  increased, 
and  which  has  held  up  well  during  the  year.  Our  foreign 
mission  offering  was  the  largest  we  have  ever  had  here; 
a  thing  we  are  very  thankful  for.  Dead  churches  give 
little  or  no  foreign  mission  offering. 

At  Rowdy  there  has  been  a  good  attendance,  and  a  real 
awakening  because  of  the  revival  meeting  held  there  by 
the  Rev.  H.  K.  Higgins,  of  the  Elkhart,  Indiana,  Church. 
The  meeting  was  only  one  week,  which  was  too  short. 
Brother  Higgins  brought  splendid  messages,  wliich  wei-e 
well  received  by  the  people  there.  If  the  meetings  could 
have  continued  another  week,  we  were  assui-ed  tliat  there 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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Editor's  Nolo:  >Vo  present  Rev.  Clarence  S.  Fairbanks, 
Pastor  of  the  Tark  Street  Brethren  Church,  Ashhmd, 
Ohio,  as  the  now  Topic  Discussion  Writer  for  Brethreui 
Younji  roople.  He  replaces  Rev.  J.  D.  Haniel,  Pastor  of 
the  Lanark  (Illinois)  Brethren  Church,  who  has  written 
the  Discussions  for  the  past  six  months.  Rev.  Fairbanks 
is  a  member  of  the  National  Brethren  Youth  Board,  and 
we  are  happy  to  welcome  him  to  our  staff  of  EV^ANGE- 
LIST  writers.  W.  S.  B. 


REV.  CLARENCE  S.  FAIRBANKS 

lii  Ui  Ui 

Topic  for  July  5,  1953 

WHERE  DO  WE  FIND  OUR  FRIENDS? 

Scripture  Readings:  I  Sacn.  18:1-4;  John  15:14-17 

1.  OUR  FRIENDS.  It  is  important  that  we  make  the 
right  kind  of  friends  for  as  the  old  proverb  has  it,  "Birds 
of  a  feather  flock  together,"  Not  only  are  you  judged 
by  the  friends  you  have;  you  are  influenced  by  them  and 
tend  to  become  like  them.  Therefore,  when  you  pick  your 
friends,  be  sure  to  choose  the  kind  that  you  would  like 
to  be.  We  must  learn  to  be  a  friend  if  we  would  have 
friends.  We  cannot  always  expect  to  be  receiving  encour- 
agement and  strength  from  others;  we  must  be  willing  to 
give  these  things  to  those  around  us.  Friendship  is  a 
plant  that  has  to  be  cultivated;  it  must  be  watered  and 
tended  if  it  is  to  produce  sweet  and  wholesome  fruit. 
There  is  nothing  one  sided  about  real  friendship.  There 
must  be  an  exchange  of  feeling.  Whether  you  can  make 


friends  or  not  depends  upon  your  capabity  both  to  gi 
and  to  take  affection.  It  also  depends  upon  whether  y 
have  the  ability  really  to  feel  close  to  another  perse 
Notice  how  true  this  was  of  Jonathan  and  David.  I  Sa 
18:1-4. 

2.  THE  NEED  OF  FELLOWSHIP.  H.  A.  Overstreet 
"The   Great   Enterprise"   says,   "The   great   enterprise 
life  is  to  create  life  that  is  friendly  to  fellow  life."  Pe 
haps  this  is  something  of  what  St.    Paul    had    in    mil 
when  he  wrote,  "No  man  liveth  to  himself  and  no  nu 
dieth  to  himself."  No  matter  who  we  are  or  where  v 
are,  we  are  bound  to  come  in  contact  with  people  who 
we  influence  and  by  whom  we  ai'e  influenced.  It  is  ni 
possible    for    any    of    us    to  live  alone  either  physical 
mentally,  or  spiritually.  All  of  us  must  have  friends  wl: 
listen  to  our  talk,  give  us  moral  support  in  our  undertal 
ings  and  appear  to  enjoy  being  with  us  as  much  as  v 
like  being  with  them.  We  need  friends  who  will  give  i 
their  love  and  sympathy  and  ask  nothing  in  return  excei 
love  and  sympathy.  All  of  us  need  friends  so  all  of  \. 
must  be  friends. 

"Not  a  moment  takes  its  flight 

But  someone  needs  a  friend, 
Someone  with  a  broken  heart 

That  you  may  help  to  mend. 

"Someone  needs  your  guiding  hand 
When  roads  are  rough  and  long, 

Someone  needs  your  prayer  of  faith 
To  help  his  faith  grow  strong. 

— Inez  C.  Thorson. 

3.  CULTIVATING  FRIENDSHIP.  Friendship  is  not  ai 
ornament  of  life.  It  is  one  of  the  strong  foundations  o 
our  existence.  It  is  not  a  matter  of  happy  chances,  bu 
of  character  and  action.  The  person  who  has  no  friend 
has  made  a  mistake  somewhere.  Either  he  has  not  madi 
himself  worthy  of  friendship  or  he  has  been  too  proud  o: 
self-centered  to  welcome  it.  ■ 

Take  time  to  be  a  friend.  Jesus  told  the  story  of  a  mai 
who  fell  among  thieves  one  day  on  the  road  from  Jerusa 
lem  to  Jericho.  When  the  priest  came  along,  he  may  hav( 
been  in  a  hurry  to  get  to  the  temple  services.  Certainly  n* 
one  would  want  to  keep  the  congregation  waiting  whili 
the  preacher  took  time  to  heip.  The  Levite  may  havi 
been  thinking  about  the  fine  meal  that  was  awaiting  hin 
at  home  and  the  nice  comfortable  night  that  he  ha« 
planned — he  could  not  be  bothered.  The  Samaritan  ma; 
have  been  on  very  urgent  business  or  he  might  havi 
thought  about  the  fine  party  that  his  wife  had  planne( 
for  him,  but  he  took  time  to  be  a  friend  when  he  wai 
needed.  Friendship  stumbles  most  often  on  the  rock  o: 
inconvenience.  Most  men  are  kindhearted.  They  are  usu 
ally  willing  to  do  generous  things,  if  they  can  be  don* 
without  too  much  personal  inconvenience.  It  would  bi 
good  if  all  of  us  could  realize  that, — 

"The  happiest  business  in  the  world 

Is  that  of  making  friends. 
And  no  investment  on  the  street 

Pays  larger  dividends. 
For  life  is  more  than  stocks  and  bonds. 

And  love  that  rates  percent; 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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PRODIGAL'S  RETURN 

He  came  not  with  gay  cavalcade, 

As  when  he  rode  away. 
But  spent,  in  dusty  rags  arrayed. 

He  crept  toward  home  that  day. 

But  loving  eyes  were  watching,  and 

On  the  hoi'izon's  rim, 
"A  long  way  off,"  his  father  saw 

And  ran  to  welcome  him. 

He  did  not  see  the  filthy  rags. 

Remember  tares  he'd  sown; 
He  only  saw  with  joyful  heart, 

His  longed-for  son  come  home.  ■ 

Oh,  not  for  him  a  servant's  place — 

"Bring  out  the  robe  and  ring! 
Prepare  the  feast!  For  this,  my  son, 

Rejoice  with  me  and  sing!" 

So,  stay  not  in  the  country  far. 

When  welcome  waits  at  home. 
For  there  is  joy  in  Heaven  still 

When  wanderers  cease  to  roam. 

And  yours  shall  be  the  robe  and  ring, 

The  Father's  welcoming  kiss. 
And  yours  shall  be  the  strong  arms  that  lift 

You  fi'om  sin's  dark  abyss. 

So  waste  no  more  the  fleeting  years; 

Arise  and  go  today, 
WTiile  waits  a  loving,  pai'doning  God 

To  wash  your  sins  away! 

— Laura  Thomas. 

BACTC.«?T,TniNG  BEGINS  IN  THE  HEART,  and  trouble 
comes  to  the  backslider  in  heart  (Pix)v.  14:14).  The 
backslider  is  filled  with  despair  and  spiritual  paralysis 
because  he  is  filled  with  "his  own  ways"  instead  of  God's 
ways  (Jer.  2:19).  The  backslider  is  sure  of  the  chasten- 
ing of  God  Who  hates  sin  and  will  punish  sin  in  His  chil- 
dren (Heb.  12:5,  6).  God  whips  the  backslider  in  His  love 
and  mercy  for  correction  which  "yieldeth  the  peaceable 
fruit  of  righteousness  unto  them  which  are  exercised 
thereby"  (Heb.  12:11),  David  paid  four- fold  for  his  sin: 
God  smote  his  child  with  sickness  and  death  (2  Sam. 
12:15);  his  son,  Ammon,  disgraced  his  sister,  Tamar; 
Then  Absolom  killed  Ammon  for  revenge;  after  that,  Ab- 
solom  tried  to  usurp  his  father's  throne  (2  Sam.  15:10). 
When  David  repented  of  his  backsliding  God  forgave  him, 
but  still  punished  him  for  his  sin  (2  Sam.  12:9-14).  The 
Corinthians  were  punished  for  sinning  against  the  Lord's 
table  (1  Cor.  11:30).  When  people  get  sick  and  tired  of 
sin  they  seek  to  shun  the  hells  that  awaits  them  (Luke 
15:16,  17).  David's  own  sins  broke  his  heart  when  he  re- 


alized the  wickednesH  of  his  nature  (Pfialm  51  j.  The  ba/::k- 
slidcr  deservos  hf:ll,  but  if  he  repents  and  does  again  the 
first  works  he  will  be  rf.-stored  (Rev.  2:5),  Backsliding  is 
deadly  to  stewardship  (2  Cor.  5:10j.  God  can  heal  our 
self-inflicted  wounds,  but  the  scars  will  always  remain! 
No  wonder  God  warns  the  back.slider  Mohn  5:14!  He 
has  no  pleasure  in  the  backslider  (Heb.  \():'.VJ).  We  are 
warned  against  indifference  (Rev.  3:1G),  against  drifting 
(Eph.  4:14,  15),  the  sin  of  omission  (.James  4:17;,  and 
unbelief  (Heb.  3:12).  The  backslider  is  headed  toward  the 
unpardonable  sin  (2  Peter  2:21).  Backsliding  can  easily 
be  fatal  (Heb.  10:26). 
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Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vanalor 

Lesson  for  July   5,   1953 
GOD'S  RIGHTEOUSNESS  REVEALED 
Lesson:  Romans  1:8-17;  2:1-2;  3:21-22a 

WHILE  THE  SPECIFIC  LESSON  TOPIC  is  found  in 
the  words,  "God's  Righteousness  Revealed,"  the 
wider  implication  is  stated  in  the  general  theme  of  the 
lesson — "The  Righteousness  and  Justice  of  God."  The 
problem  which  faces  us  in  this  study  of  this  thought  is 
to  reconcile  the  forgiveness  of  sin  with  the  maintenance 
of  God's  own  righteousness.  This  would  pose  a  more  dif- 
ficult situation  were  we  to  ignore  the  thought  that  "with 
God  all  things  are  possible."  We  are  so  prone  to  approach 
everything  from  a  human  standpoint  that  we  forget  that 
"God's  ways  are  not  our  ways,"  and  that  His  activities 
are  carried  on  upon  a  much  higher  plane  than  we  think. 

We  ask  ourselves,  "How  can  a  just  and  righteous  God 
forgive  man  of  his  sin  and  still  remain  holy  and  just?" 
First  of  all  we  must  never  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that 
God  NEVER  is  anything  but  Just  and  Holy.  If  He  were 
to  become  anything  else  He  would  not  be  the  God  of  all 
creation.  Therefore,  since  sin  is  the  "transgression  of 
God's  law" — moral,  ethical  and  physical — through  the  act 
of  sin  man  becomes  alienated  from  God  and,  as  a  conse- 
quence, subject  to  all  the  penalties  which  such  transgres- 
sion must  bring  upon  him.  So  God,  knowing  the  weakness 
which  must  touch  the  man  He  is  creating  and  to  whom 
He  is  giving  the  power  of  "choice,"  provided  a  way  even 
"before  the  foundation  of  the  world,"  in  the  person  of 
His  only  Son,  whom  He  sent  into  the  world  to  "bear  the 
sins  of  man"  in  His  own  body  on  the  cross.  "God  hath 
laid  on  Him  the  iniquity  of  us  all." 

Space  does  not  permit  the  treatment  this  subject  should 
receive.  However,  in  the  space  allotted,  we  will  find  suffi- 
cient scriptural  comment  to  give  us  much  upon  which  to 
meditate. 

Let  us  begin  with  Romans  5:1 — 21.  We  can  only  quote 
key  phrases,  so  get  out  your  Bible  and  read  it  all. 
"...  we  were  reconciled  to  God  by  the  death  of  His 
Son  ..."  (vs.  10);  "...  so  deatla  passed  upon  all  meji 
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for  that  all  have  sinned"  (vs.  12);  "But  not  as  the 
offence,  so  also  is  the  free  gift  ..."  (vs.  15);  "There- 
fore as  by  the  offence  of  one,  judgment  came  upon  all 
nieii  to  condemnation;  even  so  by  the  righteousness  of 
one  tlie  free  gift  came  upon  all  men  unto  justilication  of 
life."  (N-s,  18);  "  .  .  .  but  where  sin  abounded,  grace  did 
much  moi*e  abound."  (vs.  20). 

Now  we  go  to  Paul's  letter  to  the  Colossians  and  read 
in  2:20-23,  "And  having  made  peace  through  the  blood  of 
his  ci-oss,  by  him  to  reconcile  all  things  unto  himself;  by 
him,  I  say,  whether  they  be  things  in  earth,  or  things  in 
heaven.  And  you,  that  were  sometime  alienated  and  ene- 
mies in  your  mind  by  wicked  works,  yet  now  hath  he 
i-econciled,  in  the  body  of  his  flesh  through  death,  to  pre- 
sent you  holy  and  unblameable  and  unreproveable  in  his 
sight:  if  ye  continue  in  the  faith  grounded  and  settled, 
and  be  not  moved  away  from  the  hope  of  the  gospel, 
which  ye  have  heard,  and  which  was  preached  to  every 
creature  which  is  under  heaven;  whereof  I  Paul  am  a 
minister  .  '  '  " 

When  we  put  all  this  together  we  find  that  though  sin 
is  that  which  alienates  man  from  God  and  can  never  be 
condoned  by  God  in  any  way,  yet  since  His  justice  must 
be  vindicated  He  has  furnished  a  "Sin-bearer"  in  the  per- 
son of  His  Son  who  thus,  in  His  human-divine  position 
bears  the  sin  which  God  cannot  condone  and  yet  by  His 
Divine  relation  permits  God  the  Father  to  retain  every 
whit  of  His  righteousness  and  justice.  The  sinner  is 
made  righteous  thi-ough  the  righteousness  of  the  Sin- 
bearer"  and  the  debt  to  justice  is  paid  by  the  "blood  of 
His  cross." 

What  a  wonderful  God  we  have,  who  through  His  eter- 
nal wisdom  has  been  able  to  retain  all  of  His  power  and 
glory,  yet  has  given  us  a  plan  of  salvation  which,  if  we 
accept  it,  brings  us  forgiveness  for  sin,  a  righteousness 
in  Christ,  and  justification  through  His  own  precious 
blood. 


Crusader  Topic 

(Continued  from  Page  12) 

And  he  who  gives  in  friendship's  name 
Shall  reap  as  he  has  spent." 

4.  THE  BEST  PLACE  TO  MEET  FRIENDS.  This 
can  be  taken  two  ways.  First,  where  do  you  and 
your  friends  meet  to  spend  the  time  that  you  have  to- 
gether? The  discussion  of  this  question  can  be  taken 
with  the  other  side  of  the  question,  where  do  you  go  to 
meet  new  friends,  for  a  good  place  to  go  with  your 
friends  is  a  good  place  to  meet  new  friends.  There  are, 
of  cour.se  many  good  places  to  meet  friends,  as  swimming 
and  skating  parties,  picnics  and  hikes,  Y.  M.  C.  A.'s  and 
Y.  W.  C.  A.'s,  and  others.  But  every  social  worker  will 
tell  you  that  the  best  place  of  all  to  meet  the  kind  of 
people  you  want  for  life  long  friends  is  the  church  and 
its  various  organizations.  It  is  in  church  that  you  will 
meet  the  best  people — those  who  are  the  least  selfish  and 
the  most  understanding. 

QUESTIONS  FOR  DISCUSSION 

1.  What  is  your  definition  of  a  friend? 


2.  Where  have  j^'ou  met  your  best  friends? 

3.  Should  parents  do  anything  to  influence  the  cho: 
of  their  children's  companions?  What?  Why?  Ho\ 
When  ? 

ARTICLES  FOR  FURTHER  RESEARCH 

1.  "How  to  help  your  child  make  friends,"  Parer 
Magazine— Oct.  '51,  pp.  38-39. 

2.  "On  Friendship,"  Life— Mar.  3,  '47. 

3.  "Take  a  number,"  Ladies  Home  Journal — June  '4 

4.  "Friendship,"  Reader's  Digest— July  '48,  pp.  44-47. 


NEWS  FROM  OUR  CHURCHES 

(Continued  from  page  11) 

would  have  been  much  more  results  therefrom.  We  a: 
indeed  grateful  to  the  Elkhart  church  for  letting  the 
pastor  come  one  week. 

Another  thing  that  has  greatly  increased  interest  in  tl 
work  is  the  starting  of  the  new  building.  This  start  wj 
the  presence  of  two  members  of  the  Mission  Board,  ,ar 
the  location  of  the  building.  This  was  followed  a  few  daj 
later  by  the  ground  breaking  ceremony,  with  constru 
tion  work  following.  This  has  progressed  splendidly,  ar 
as  we  have  watched  the  work,  we  cannot  see  a  sing 
flaw  in  it.  But  the  Mission  Board  informs  us  that  the 
have  only  a  certain  amount  of  funds  in  hand  now  to  uS' 
We  cannot  go  beyond  that  limit  until  more  funds  corr 
in.  It  looks  mighty  good,  but  today  we  had  to  tell  th 
men  to  "lay  off  the  work"  until  more  funds  were  avai 
able.  Will  you  please  join  us  in  prayer  that  that  tin: 
may  not  be  very  far  away?  Thank  you.  Mr.  Robinsoi 
the  builder,  told  me  a  few  days  ago  that  he  could  ha\ 
the  building  ready  for  use  the  last  of  August  if  he  coul 
keep  going. 

— G.  E,  Drushal. 


COUNTY  LINE,   INDIANA 

Herewith  I  am  sending  you  a  little  news  from  fh 
County  Line  .Brethren  W.  M.  S.  for  the  EVANGELIS': 

On  Thursday,  April  23rd,  eleven  W.  M.  S.  ladies,  ar 
our  Minister,  Herbert  Gilmer,  visited  the  Brethren 
Home  at  Flora,  Indiana.  Upon  arriving  there  we  wei 
taken  through  the  cottages,  which  we  enjoyed  very  mud 
At  noon,  we  had  a  delicious  pot-luck  dinner,  after  whic 
we  gave  a  short  devotional  program  of  songs,  scriptur 
prayer,  special  music,  and  a  short  talk  by  Mr.  Gilme 
Our  W.  M.  S.  presented  the  home  24  place  settings  c 
stainless  steel  table  service,  4  rag  rugs,  12  muslin  nigh 
gowns,  12  muslin  slips  and  several  other  articles  ( 
clothing. 

We  were  then  taken  through  the  home,  which  Vvas  a 
inspiration  for  every  one  of  us.  We  all  came  home  roali; 
ing  what  a  wonderful  work  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McDaniel,  Si 
pcrintcndent  and  Matron  of  the  Home,  are  doing  for  oi 
aged.  We  realize,  too,  how  much  the  Home  needs  the  cor 
tinued  and  increased  prayers  and  support  of  the  Brethre 
people. 

— Mrs.  Alice  Richard,  Sec,  Lakeville,  Indiana. 
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A    WHOLE    WEEK    OF    INSPIRATION    AND 
FELLOWSHIP  AT  CONFERENCE 

Young  people  who  desire  a  full  week  of  Chris- 
tian Fellowship  and  inspiration  ought  to  plan  to 
include  Brethren  Youth  Conference,  August  17th- 
23rd.  This  year  the  Conference  features  Dr.  Har- 
old Kuhn,  a  man  who  has  preached  the  Gospel  in 
almost  every  part  of  the  world. 

Dr.  Kuhn  will  spend  this  summer  in  West  Ger- 
many working  with  the  many  Germans  who  are 
escaping  from  the  Reds  in  East  Germany.  Dr. 
Kuhn  will  also  work  some  in  Yugoslavia,  also 
with  refugees.  He  has  given  his  life  to  helping 
the  Germans  in  practical  ways,  but  never  forget- 
ting their  spiritual  needs.  As  a  speaker  he  is  well 
qualified  to  speak  to  youth,  for  his  wide  travels 
in  our  modern  world  equip  him  for  the  task.  He 
has  made  his  Christianity  live;  this  fact  he  will 
share  with  delegates  at  Conference. 

Cost  of  the  Conference  will  be  kept  at  a  mini- 
mum. Fifteen  dollars  will  almost  be  sure  to  cover 
the  cost  cf  eating,  room,  and  other  incidentals. 
Plan  early  to  attend  for  the  full  week. 


WITH  THE  LAYMEN 


in   prayer.   A    men's    quartette    presente^l    two    numbers 
which  were  also  greatly  appreciated. 

Mr.  Riddle  introduced  Mr.  William  J>ake,  who  showed 
pictures  of  his  travels  in  the  Old  Country.  He  recited 
several  poems,  and  showed  souvenirs  and  flags  of  the  dif- 
ferent countries  visited.  Some  of  the  most  interesting  pic- 
tures shown  were  those  of  the  work  being  done  by  the 
National  Holiness  Society.  Mr.  Lake  presented  his  pic- 
tures and  program  in  a  very  interesting  way. 

Herman  Hood,  District  Chairman,  conducted  the  bu.si- 
ness  meeting.  Routine  reports  were  read  and  accepted.  An 
invitation  to  hold  our  next  meeting,  which  will  be  on 
Monday  evening,  Augu.st  10th,  in  the  Muncie  church  was 
accepted.  .Bud  Hunter  gave  some  very  timely  remarks, 
and  urged  more  Laymen  to  attend  the  District  Confer- 
ence at  Shipshewana. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  the  Tiosa  Laymen  for 
their  evening's  entertainment,  and  also  to  the  ladies  for 
the  wonderful  meal.  Brother  Lewis  Berger,  Chairman  of 
the  Noi'thern  District,  extended  an  invitation  to  a  joint 
meeting  of  the  two  districts  at  the  Milfoi'd  Brethren 
Church  on  Monday  evening,  June  1st.  (There  were  eight- 
een Laymen  from  the  Southern  District  present  at  this 
meeting.)  Brother  Charles  Smith  made  some  timely  re- 
marks concerning  the  State  work.  An  offering  of  S58.00 
was  received  for  the  State  work.  Rev.  C.  A.  Stewart  pro- 
nounced the  benediction. 

— Guy  V.  Purdy,  Secretary. 


Eath  tD  Sf  0t 


GOODEN.  Mrs.  Ai-vella  Morris  Gooden,  widow  of  the 
late  Thomas  Gooden,  was  born  March  22,  1870,  and  died 
June  5,  1953,  aged  83  years,  2  months,  and  13  days. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  her  pastor,  at  the 
Mt.  Olive  Brethren  Church,  June  7th,  3:30  P.  M.  Inter- 
ment at  the  McGaheysville  cemetery. 

— John  F.  Locke,  Pastor. 


SOUTHERN  INDIANA  DISTRICT  LAYMEN 

One  hundred  and  eighteen  Laymen  of  ^the  Southern  In- 
diana District,  together  with  four  visitors  from  the  Nor- 
thern District,  gathered  at  the  Tiosa  Brethren  Church  on 
VIonday  evening.  May  17th.  Thirteen  of  our  seventeen 
;hurches  were  represented  in  this  number. 

A  very  delicious  baked  ham  supper  was  sei-ved  by  the 
adies  of  the  host  church,  to  which  we  all  did  ample  jus- 
tice. 

After  the  meal,  "we  gathered  in  the  church  auditorium 
or  the  eveninjf  program.  A  prelude  of  music  was  pre- 
sented by  a  quartette  of  young  ladies  with  their  accor- 
dions. They  presented  three  numbers  which  were  greatly 
appreciated  by  all.  Charles  E.  Riddle,  Chairman  in  charge, 
gave  us  a  very  hearty  welcome,  after  which  w^e  were  led 
in  group  singing  by  Richard  Lewis,  Chorister.  Pianist  was 
Charles  Lee  Riddle. 

Rev.  Wayne  Swihart,  pastor  of  the  host  church,  led  us 
in  our  evening  devotions,  reading  Psalm  24,  and  leading 


FOGLE-HOUSEL.  William  Robert  Fogle  and  Eleanor 
Louise  Housel  were  united  in  marriage  by  the  under- 
signed, in  a  double  ring  ceremony  performed  in  the  Main 
Street  Brethren  Church,  ]Meyersdale,  Pennsylvania,  on 
Saturday,  June  6,  1953.  Both  are  active  in  the  work  of 
the  church,  Mr.  Fogle  being  a  member  of  the  Chiirch  of 
the  Brethren,  and  IMrs.  Fogle  a  member  of  the  Main 
Street  Brethren  Church. 

— W.   St  Clair  Benshoff. 
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Ahsvutee^Inviiatiotg  Post  Cards 


\j  OLORFUL,  attractive,  featuring  inviting  mes- 
sages and  illustrations,  this  series  of  cards  covers 
every  need  and  age — pre-school  through  adult. 

Here  are  both  religious  and  secular  cards,  care- 
fully designed  and  worded  to  draw  children  and 
adults  to  tlie  Sunday  school.  Each  card  is  an 
effective  attendance  builder — a  very  real  help  to 
teachers,  department  supervisors,  and  other  lead- 
ers. 

Seven  of  the  cards  feature  religious  paintings 
by  Karl  Godwin  and  Leslie  Benson.  Six  cards 
feature  paintings  by  Florence  McCurdy.  Koda- 
chromes  are  used  as  illustrations  on  three  cards. 

Each  card  is  lithographed  in  four  colors,  on 
high-quality  linen-finish  stock,  with  a  friendly 
message  and  an  appropriate  scripture  text.  Space 
for  personal  correspondence  is  provided  on  the 
address  side.  Size  5%a;5%  Inches. 

NUMBER  AND  ACE 

No.  951— Pre-School 

No.  952 — Beginner 

No.  953 — Beginner 

No.  954— Primary 

No.  955— Primary 

No.  956— Junior 

No.  957— Junior 

No.  958 — Intermediate 

No.  959— Intermediate 

No.  960— Young  People 

No.  961— Young  People 

No.  962— Any  Age 

No.  963— Any  Age 

No.  964— Any  Age 

No.  965— Any  Age 

No.  966— Any  Age 

25  cents  per  dozen;  $1.50  per  hundred 
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items  of  general  Interest 


LINWOOD,  :\IARYLAND.  Relative  to  the  condition  of 
Brother  Dyoll  Belote,  Pastor  of  this  church,  and,  inci- 
dentally the  faithful  writer  of  the  "Spiritual  Medita,- 
tions"  for  THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST,  who  has 
been  a  patient  in  the  Fi-ederick,  Maryland,  hospital,  the 
following  is  sent  to  us  by  Brother  Freeman  Ankrum,  Pas- 
tor of  the  St.  James  Brethren  Church: 

Brother  Ankrum  writes,  "I  visited  Rev.  Belote  this 
morning,  (June  18th),  in  the  Frederick  Hospital.  He  ex- 
pects to  be  there  some  ten  days  before  his  discharge.  He 
has  had  a  nagged  time,  but  I  feel  that  he  is  coming  back 
O.  K," 

We  urge  your  continued  prayers  in  behalf  of  this  faith- 
ful brother  and  worker  of  the  Church. 

Brother  Ankrum  conducted  Holy  Communion  Services 
for  the  Linwood  Brethren  the  evening  of  June  14th. 

ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  The  work  of  refinishing  the 
interior  of  the  church,  by  the  painters,  was  expected  to 
be  completed  the  latter  part  of  June. 

Memorial  plates  of  the  church  are  being  sold  by  some 
of  the  Sunday  School  Classes. 

WAYNESBORO,  PENNA.  WAYNE  HEIGHTS.  Broth- 
er N.  V.  Leatherman  states  in  his  bulletin  that  their  Sun- 
ds.y  School  picnic,  held  on  Saturday,  June  L3th,  "was  an- 
other  real   success  from    the    standpoint    of    attendance 


(63),  tJie  fellowship  of  new  friends,  the  meal,  and  evei 
the  weather." 

He  says  also,  that  fifty-seven  were  enrolled  in  thel 
Daily  Vacation  Bible  School.  The  closing  program  for  th( 
school  was  held  on  Sunday,  June  21st,  at  the  evening  ser 
vice. 

Incidentally,  this  growing  church  has  recognized  the 
merits  of  having  their  church  paper  in  every  home  of  the 
parish,  and  has  gone  on  the  100%  list  of  EVANGELIST 
subscribers.  This  issue  is  the  first  to  go  out  to  then 
under  this  new  arrangement.  We  welcome  all  you  Wayne 
Heights  Brethren  to  the  family  of  EVANGELIST  read- 
ers. 

JONES  MILLS,  PENNA.  Auxiliary  Public  Services  are 
coming  in  for  their  place  in  the  Valley  Brethren  Church 
The  Sisterhood  presented  their  program  Sunday  evening 
June  14th;  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  Sunday  eve- 
ning, June  21st,  and  the  Laymen,  the  morning  of  July 
5th. 

BERLIN,  PENNA.  Brother  Lyle  Lichtenberger  tells  us 
that  the  morning  message  on  June  28th  was  presented  bj 
Brother  Joseph  Schultz,  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  This  is 
Brother  Schultz's  home  church.  | 

MASONTOWN,  PENNA.  The  Woman's  Missionary  So- 
ciety presented  their  Public  Program  the  morning  oi 
June  14th.  Miss  Ida  Kimmell,  of  Berlin,  Patroness  of  the 
Sisterhood  of  Mary  and  Martha,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Dis- 
trict, was  the  guest  speaker. 

Brother  William  D.  Keeling  tells  us  that  the  closing 
program  for  their  Vacation  Bible  Schewl  was  held  the 
evening  of  June  21st. 

VINCO,  PENNA.  The  Vinco  Brethren  Male  Quartette, 
and  the  Pastor,  Rev.  Woodrow  B.  Brant,  have  completed 
two  years  of  Sunday  broadcasts  over  Radio  station 
WARD,  Johnstown.  This  work  has  received  a  veiy  wide 
acclaim. 

The  week  of  June  14th,  the  Pastor  spoke  over  the 
three  Johnstown  stations,  under  an  arrangement  where- 
by the  stations  present  the  same  morning  devotional  pro- 
gram aired  simultaneously. 

We  also  have  the  program  and  report  of  Vinco's  Daily 
Vacation  Bible  School.  The  average  attendance  was  107. 
The  offerings  totaled  $120.72,  of  which  $72.62  w^s  given 
by  the  children  day  by  day,  and  the  remainder  at  the 
closing  program.  The  church  was  packed  for  the  closing 
program. 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  Brother  William  S.  Crick  reports  that 
the  Gratis  Union  Vacation  church  school  w^s  the  largest 
in  the  six  years  of  which  definite  records  were  kept.  En- 
rolment was  133,  average  attendance,  11.1,  and  the  offer- 
ing total  was  $57.80. 

OAKVILLE,  INDIANA.  The  Children's  Day  program 
was  given  the  evening  of  June  14th. 

Brother  Bright  Hanna  informs  us  that  their  Daily  Va- 
cation Bible  School  was  held  recently,  beginning  on  June 
22nd.  Three  girls  from  Ashland  College,  Julia  Tritch, 
Doris  King  and  Jackie  Bondy,  were  teachers  in  the  Oak- 
ville  school. 

NAPPANEE,  INDIANA.  The  Laymen  and  their  fam- 
( Continued  on  Page  11) 
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Guring  The  Liquor  htccid(^che 


SECOND  IN  A  SERIES  OF  TWO 


LAST  WEEK,  we  endeavored  to  picture  for  you  the 
appalling  truth  of  the  liquor  problem  of  today.  We 
sought  to  show  you  that  bootlegging  is  as  bad  as  it  was 
during  prohibition.  This,  with  the  addition  of  legal  drink- 
ing, makes  the  situation  even  worse  than  it  was  under 
prohibition. 

On  this  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  this  great 
nation,  we  need  to  do  some  sober  thinking.  We  need  to 
think  back  to  the  time  of  Belshazz,ar's  great  feast,  to  find 
out  what  can  happen  when  a  nation  is  i-evelling  in  drunk- 
enness. 

Clinton  N.  Howard,  Editor  of  PROGRESS,  says,  "The 
world  of  today  is  being  ground  between  the  upper  and 
nether  millstone  of  communism  and  alcoholism,  one  the 
curse  of  Asia,  and  the  other  the  curse  of  America.  We 
are  against  them  both." 

He  says  also  in  the  same  article  in  referring  to  drink- 
ing (and  smoking)  women  and  mothers,  that,  "It  is  not 
difficult  to  imagine  what  this  must  mean  for  the  unborn 
j  generation  nurtured  on  alcohol  and  nicotine,  two  of  the 
{most  deadly  poisons. 

"It  is  also  reflected,"  Mr.  Howard  continues,  "in  the 
high  average  of  American  youth  of  this  generation  being 
rejected  as  unfit  for  military  service.  The  pick  of  the 
ci'op  are  sent  to  the  firing  line,  while  the  unfit  are  left 
at  home  to  propagate  the  next  generation." — PROGRESS 
June,  1953.) 

We  are  certain  that  all  con- 
scientious Christian  parents  and 
church  leaders  are  concerned 
about  this  problem.  And  we  wish 
that  there  could  be  some  simple, 
satisfactory  cure.  We  cannot  con- 
tinue to  weaken  manhood,  wom- 
an-hood and  youth  through  the 
curse  of  drink,  and  still  retain 
the  power,  freedom  and  liberty 
this  great  nation  has  enjoyed. 

But,  it  is  not  a  lost  cause, 
either.  Christian  action,  in  the 
right  way,  can  effectively  drive 
this  curse  of  death  from  our 
shores.  Sounds  like  a  big  order, 
doesn't  it?  Yet  to  believe  other- 


wise is  to  deny  the  power  of  God  to  help  the  Cnristian 
in  its  fight  against  evil.  We  have  the  armor  of  God,  we 
have  the  power  of  God,  we  have  His  leadership.  What 
more  do  we  need,  except  our  willingness  to  stand  for  that 
which  is  right?  What  then  can  we  do  to  rid  ourselves  of 
this  curse  ? 

PRAYER 

Before  a  Christian  goes  any^vhere,  or  makes  any  plans, 
he  should  pray.  Many  problems  and  many  difficulties 
melt  away  under  the  power  of  faithful  prayer.  In  rela- 
tion to  this  liquor  problem,  if  we  are  not  concerned  enough 
about  it  to  spend  much  time  each  day  in  prayer  about  it, 
anything  else  we  do  towards  remo\'ing  it  \nll  be  of  little 
help.  Pray  for  the  whiskey  makers,  pray  for  the  bar 
tenders,  the  beer  truck  drivers,  the  bootleggers,  the  tav- 
ern operators,  the  social  drinkers,  the  alcoholics.  Yes,  we 
said,  "Pray  for  them."  It  is  one  thing  to  condemn;  it  is 
another  thing  to  do  something  positive,  like  pra\-ing  that 
they  might  see  the  light  of  their  evil  ways  and  turn  from 
them.  It  can  happen,  for  it  has  happened  in  well  known 
instances.  (We  do  firmly  believe  that  it  is  the  power  of 
prayer  on  the  part  of  faithful  Christians  that  has  held 
back  the  full  overflow  of  drink's  curse  in  this  land.  Chris- 
tians, keep  on  praying.) 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 
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Dy    Kcv.     rrecman    Anlmiin 


A  LIVING  MONUMENT 


THE  RAYS  OF  THE  JUNE  SUN  shone  upon  the  for- 
est of  marble  monuments  of  various  shapes  and  sizes 
as  we  parked  in  the  shade  in  the  peaceful  glade.  Enter- 
ing through  the  old  iron  gate  set  in  the  thick  stone  wall 
we  were  met  by  a  friendly  and  courteous  individual  who 
was  busily  caring  for  the  grounds.  Inti-oducing  ourselves, 
we  asked  him  "if  he  could  show  us  the  grave  of  Elder 
John  Kline?"  "Yes,"  he  said.  "Come  right  this  way;  his 
grave  is  down  there  at  the  end  of  the  cemetery."  As  we 
walked  toward  the  west  end  of  the  oldest  section  of  the 
cemetery,  he  was  asked  his  name.  "My  name  is  Roy 
Kline,"  he  said.  "Elder  John  Kline  was  my  father's 
uncle."  Here  fortunately  the  writer  was  being  guided  by 
a  grand  nephew  of  the  man  whose  grave  was  being 
sought  Not  only  were  we  guided,  but  we  were  given  con- 
siderable information  regarding  the  martyred  Elder. 

The  cemetery  mentioned  is  just  off  the  road  to  the 
south,  leading  fi-om  Broadway,  Virginia,  to  the  Valley 
Pike,  and  is  in  sight  of  the  road  when  one  drives  slowly 
enough  to  look  around.  The  location  is  in  a  peaceful  dell 
approximately  one  mile  to  the  south-east  of  Broadway. 
Here  on  Historic  ground  has  transpired  much  vital  to  all 
Brethren.  Here  stands  a  beautiful  modern  plant,  con- 
structed of  red  brick,  generally  known  as  "The  Linville 
Creek  Church."  Counting  the  recent  addition  to  the  struc- 
ture as  a  part  of  the  church  proper  this  is  the  third  build- 
ing to  stand  upon  this  ground.  Its  steady  growth  neces- 
sitated the  enlargement  of  the  facilities  to  care  for  the 
membership  which  approaches  five  hundred.  Rev.  Ernest 
E.  Munsing  of  Broadway,  is  the  present  Pastor. 

Members  of  the  Dunkard  Faith  began  to  settle  in  Rock- 
ingham County,  Virginia,  around  the  year  1780.  About 
the  year  1811  the  pai-cnt-g  of  John  Kline  came  from 
Dauphin  County,  Pennsylvania,  where  John  was  bom,  to 
thi.s  section  of  Virginia.  Here  they  took  up  land  which 
waa  gr>od  in  their  eyes  and  settled  down  to  farm  and 
preach  or  spread  their  Faith.  Here  on  the  farm  settled 
upon  by  his  parents  John  Kline  lived  the  rest  of  his  life. 
Some  seven  years  after  moving  to  thi.s  section  of  the 
state,  on  March  10,  1818,  John  Kline  and  Annie  Wampler 
were  united  in  marriage.  Always  interested  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  church  which  he  loved,  though  he  was 
not  yet  more  than  an  interested  worker,  in  the  year  1825 
he  gave  land  for  the  construction  thereon  of  a  church 
building.  The  site  given  was  just  over  the  ridge  to  the 
eastward  of  his  home.  The  building  when  erected  could 
not  be  seen  from  his  farm  home.  When  one  hundred 
years  had  passed,  there  waa  erected  in  the  front  yard  of 


the  present  church  a   monument  with  the  following  in- 
scription to  commemorate  the  gift  by  Elder  Kline: 

ERECTED  TO 

COMMEMORATE 

THE  GIFT  OF  THIS 

LAND  FOR  RELIGIOUS 

PURPOSES  ONE  HUNDRED 

YEARS  AGO  BY 

ELDER  JOHN  KLINE 

1825  —  1925 

The  only  child  born  to  John  and  Anna  Wampler 
Kline  lived  but  six  months.  John  Kline  was  elected 
Deacon  in  1827.  He  was  chosen  minister  in  1830,  and  or- 
dained Elder  on  April  13,  1848. 

For  many  years  the  Brethren  had  no  church  houses,  for 
they  had  not  the  wherewith  to  build  them.  Land  they 
possessed,  but  money  was  far  from  plentiful  in  those 
days.  Meetings  were  held  in  their  homes,  some  designed 
purposely  for  them;  in  their  large  barns  and  at  times 
when  the  weather  permitted,  in  suitable  places  out  of 
doors.  They  must  have  really  stressed  the  thought  that 
"the  groves  were  God's  first  Temples."  The  spacious 
hardwood  and  shaded  grounds  today  around  the  church 
lend  the  thought  of  peace  to  the  worshipper. 

As  the  membership  grew,  there  came  also  the  desire 
to  build  edifices,  along  with  the  greater  means  to  accom- 
plish the  task.  So  about  the  year  1825  the  desire  began 
to  materialize.  The  first  house  was  built  upon  the 
grounds  in  1830,  just  five  years  after  the  land  had  been 
given  to  the  church.  This  building  served  the  needs  of  the 
congregation  for  thirty-eight  years,  or  until  1868.  This 
was  four  years  after  the  brutal  murder  of  the  Elder  John 
Kline.  No  doubt  aware  of  the  many  threats  upon  his  life, 
he  planned  how  even  though  he  would  not  be  present  in 
body,  the  work  could  still  go  on.  The  need  of  a  new  build- 
ing was  realized  some  years  before  the  death  of  John 
Kline.  He  in  his  will,  stipulated  that  there  be  set  aside 
.$1000.00  for  the  new  church  house.  It  was  to  be  left  on 
interest  until  the  time  it  was  decided  to  build  the  struc- 
ture. When  the  actual  work  was  started  in  1868  his  gift 
totaled  $1200.00.  The  members  of  the  congregation  were 
able  to  raise  $846.00.  The  Flat  Rock,  an  older  congrega- 
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The  Author,  between  the  graves  of  Elder  and 
Mrs.  John  Kline 


tion,  subscribed  and  gave  $152.00.  To  those  who  sub- 
scribed in  the  Linville  Creek  Congregation  and  who  could 
not  pay  all  in  cash,  they  were  permitted  to  pay  in  lumber, 
work  or  hauling. 

The  building  was  a  large  frame  rectangular  structure. 
There  was  a  basement  under  one  end  with  an  outside 
door.  There  were  the  customary  two  entrances  on  the  one 
side.  As  the  building  was  faced,  the  unevenness  of  the 
ground  necessitated  a  rather  high  bank  of  steps  to  enter 
the  left  door.  The  usual  loft,  which  in  those  days  was  a 
"must,"  was  a  part  of  the  building.  In  1917  the  first  part 
of  the  present  church  edifice  was  built.  When  the  second 
building  was  erected  in  1869  the  Building  Committee 
consisted  of  Emmanuel  Hoover,  Samuel  Kline,  Noah 
Rhodes,  John  Zigler  and  David  B.  Rhodes.  John  Zigler 
was  appointed  Treasurer,  but  his  work  was  light. 

Rev.  Samuel  Lindsay,  a  former  pastor  of  this  church 
gives  us  this  splendid  description  of  the  second  building: 

"A  kitchen,  about  25  feet  long  and  18  feet  wide,  was 
built  to  the  church  on  the  west  sifde.  A  door  connected  the 
central  aisle  of  the  church  and  the  kitchen.  This  kitchen 
was  built  prim,arily,  of  course  for  preparing  for  the 
"Love  Feasts,"  but  it  was  much  used  for  private  coun- 
cil and  for  taking  the  secret  vote  of  the  church.  This 
building  stood  for  nearly  fifty  years.  Large  crowds  gath- 
ered at  the  regular  meetings,  nearly  one  thousand  people 
could  be  seated  without  crowding.  There  were  three  main 
aisles.  Two  rows  of  long  benches  occupied  the  main  floor. 
At  each  end  of  the  building  was  a  series  of  raised  seats. 
The  sides  ran  north  and  south,  the  ends  east  and  west. 
Tlie  building  fronted  east.  On  the  east  side  were  two  en- 
trances. Many  of  the  older  members  entered  from  the 
kitchen. 

Men  occupied  the  northern  end  and  the  women  the 
southern  end.  Long  tables  extended  along  tho  west  side 
of  the  building.  Ministers  sat  behind  these  tables  on  the 
men's  side,  facing  the  congregation  and  older  women  of 
the  congregation  often  sat  in  like  position  on  the  wom- 


en's .side,  'i'he  deacon  brethren  «at  on  the  <>\)\><>n\U:  Hide 
of  tiu;  table  facing  the  njinisters.  The  building  wa«  vory 
plain  in  every  particular.  The  walls,  ceiling  and  furniture 
were  unpainted.  On  special  occasions  the  building  was 
often  entirely  filled.  Tho  congregation  was  large  and  thia 
was  a  favorite  meeting  place.  A  picture  of  the  building 
in  its  rustic  .simplicity  hangs  on  one  of  the  walls  of  a 
Sunday  School  Class  room. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  at  this  time  to  give  a 
meager  description  of  the  home  of  Elder  John  Kline,  who 
donated  the  ground  for  this  work.  Just  a  few  hundred 
yards  over  the  ridge  to  the  west  of  the  church  site,  the 
plain  brick  house  of  Elder  John  Kline  came  into  view.  In 
the  distant  background  there  loomed  up  a  mountain.  The 
house  was  of  red  brick,  so  com.mon  in  its  day.  Usually 
the  brick  was  made  and  burned  right  on  the  ground.  The 
house  was  I'ectangular,  two  stories  high  with  a  chimney 
in  each  end  of  the  house.  Theie  was  a  p^jrch  running 
along  the  entire  east  side  of  the  house.  A  picket  or  paling 
fence  protected  the  yard  from  meandering  farm  animals. 
While  the  house  still  stands  today  it  has  been  remodeled, 
and  additions  have  been  made  to  it.  It  is  now  owned 
along  with  the  surrounding  farm  by  a  Mennonite.  It  is  a 
farm  with  its  various  buildings  which  would  indeed  be 
likely  to  please  the  eye  of  the  former  owner  were  he 
privileged  to  come  back  to  the  place  where  he  lived  for 
so  many  years. 

Two  Annual  Meetings  or  National  Conferences  were 
b.eld  in  the  Linville  Creek  Church.  The  first  was  held  on 
May  15,  1837.  Even  though  the  railroad  had  not  then 
made  its  way  to  this  section  of  the  Valley,  there  was  a 
good  attendance.  People  came  by  horse  back,  carriage  and 
stage  coach  and  every  other  way  available. 

The  manner  of  holding  the  meeting  was  not  at  all 
pleasing  and  therefore  they  introduced  an  article  consid- 
ering how  they  might  "make  better  arrangements  in  hold- 
ing annual  meetings  according  to  the  pattern  of  the  apos- 
tles." They  decided  that,  "The  j^early  meeting  is  to  take 
place  as  heretofore  on  Pentecost,  or  Whitsuntide,  and 
the  council-meeting  to  be  held  on  Friday  and  Saturday 
before,  to  which  end  the  delegates  ought  to  arrive  in  the 
neighborhood  on  Thursday  evening.  Tlie  public  meeting 
begins  on  Sunday,  when  a  love  feast  will  be  held,  and 
the  church  is  at  liberty  to  invite  thereto  also  neighboring 
churches  as  usual."  There  were  various  queries  considered 
in  this  Conference.  One  had  to  do  with  the  matter  of 
anointing,  also  ordination.  Whether  a  brother  could  own 
slaves  was  debated;  taking  persons  into  the  church  with- 
out baptism  in  case  of  sickness  and  bodily  infirmity. 

It  was  decided  to  hold  the  next  Annual  fleeting  in 
Hagersto\\Ti,  Maryland,  on  Pentecost,  1838.  There  were 
only  twelve  Elders  present  who  signed  the  records,  as 
was  customary.  Their  names  may  be  of  interest.  They 
were  Daniel  Gerber,  John  Flohry,  David  Pfautz,  Daniel 
Arnold,  Joseph  Gerber,  Christ  Johnson,  John  Price,  George 
Hoke,  Abraham  Gerber,  Benjamin  Bowman,  Abraham 
Yandt  and  Daniel  Reichard. 

Forty-one  years  rolled  away  before  the  Annual  ^leet- 
was  held  again  at  the  Linville  Creek  Churcli,  which  was 
in  1879.  By  this  time  the  building  of  railroads  caused 
such  a  great  increase  in  attendance  that  there  were  prob- 
lems in  the  matter  of  entertaining  the  brethren  and  sis- 
ters present.  Extensive  arrangements  were  made  for  the 
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•'Big  Meeting,"  as  some  called  it.  The  other  churches  in 
the  Vally  subscribed  the  sum  of  $3000.00  to  aid  in  cuir- 
ing  for  the  incurred  expenses.  The  need  of  this  will  bo 
understood  when  it  is  stated  that  all  who  attended  were 
fed  free  of  charge.  Since  filling  stations  in  those  days 
were  com  cribs  and  hay  mows,  it  required  a  large 
amount  of  hay  and  com  to  feed  the  horses  of  those  who 
caine  by  that  means  of  travel.  The  Valley  Railroad,  hav- 
ing been  built  some  twenty  years  before,  furnished  a 
better  means  of  reacjiing  the  Conference  site  from  .Broad- 
way, tiian  was  furnished  in  1837. 

Many  of  the  neighboring  barns  of  the  Brethren  were 
used  for  sleeping  quarters.  This  was  a  custom  in  use 
some  twenty  or  more  years  ago  in  Indiana  when  the  Old 
Oixler  Brethren  as  they  were  called  held  their  Conference 
at  Peru.  This  annual  gathering  of  the  faithful  was  looked 
forNvai-d  to  from  year  to  yeai-.  To  many  it  meant  the  only 
break  in  a  year  of  hard  and  difficult  toil.  It  also  fur- 
nished a  chance  for  a  reunion  and  a  visit  with  scattered 
kinfolk  and  friends. 

At  the  1879  Conference,  the  Standing  Committee  ap- 
pointed the  following  officers:  R.  H.  Miller,  Moderator; 
James  Quinter,  Writing  Clerk;  Enoch  Eby,  Reading 
Clerk;  William  Hertzler,  Doorkeeper.  The  Conference  of 
1878,  realizing  the  growing  attendance,  and  especially  of 
those  whose  only  interest  was  curiosity,  and  a  chance  for 
a  free  feed,  took  steps  to  prevent  the  assembling  of  such 
a  mLxed  multitude.  The  Committee  met  on  the  30th  of 
May,  1879,  at  the  home  of  Christian  Wine,  in  Rocking- 
ham County,  Virginia,  to  thresh  out  the  problem.  We 
shall  abbreviate  the  report  of  the  Committee  as  given  to 
the  Conference,  later  assembled.  They  recommended  in 
part,  "that  each  brother  who  attends  the  meeting  shall 
pay  one  dollar;  and  though  the  sisters  have  nothing  laid 
upon  them,  it  is  to  be  understood  that  they  may  do  as 
they  think  proper  in  contributing  to  the  support  of  the 
meeting."  (A  very  gentle  hint.  Author).  There  was  a 
step  taken  to  free  themselves  from  feeding  the  multitude 
of  non-member  visitors,  in  "We  recommend  that  none  but 
the  brethren  and  sisters,  and  their  special  friends,  shall 
receive  their  boarding  in  the  general  boarding  tent,  but 
that  a  tent,  or  if  necessary  or  desirable,  more  than  one 
be  erected  by  reliable  persons  for  accommodating  such  as 
are  not  members  of  the  church,  with  suitable  boarding 
at  a  moderate  price." 

The  members  of  the  Church  in  which  the  Conference 
was  held  were  exhonerated  from  paying  any  fee  at  all. 
Incidentally  there  had  been  so  much  confusion  caused  by 
the  large  crowd  that  the  Committee  recommended  that 
the  Council  tent  "be  a  sufficient  distance  from  the  board- 
ing tent,  that  the  council  may  not  be  annoyed  by  the 
noise."  There  were  six  sections  to  the  rather  lengthy  re- 
port. The  committee  consisted  of  R.  H.  Miller,  J.  Quinter, 
E.  Eby  and  S.  Garber. 

Their  problems  at  that  Conference  were  not  at  all  a 
matter  of  accommodating  the  people,  but  there  was  a 
stin-ing  among  some  of  the  more  progressive  elements 
which  led  later  on  to  the  division  in  1882.  The  matter  of 
holding  "Sabbath-schools,"  strange  to  say  was  a  strong 
issue.  A  minority  oppocod  them  and  were  very  outspoken 
in  the  matter.  Strange  to  say  that  a  group  which  had  been 
the  first  to  hold  Sunday  Schools  of  this  kind  even  before 
Robert  Raikes  gathered  a  group    together    in    England, 


should  go  so  far  afield  in  the  matter.  It  was  suggested  bj 
the  meeting  that  when  such  schools  "are  held  accordinj 
to  the  gospel  order  and  for  the  honor  and  glory  of  Go( 
they  should  be  held."  The  Linville  District  meeting  askec 
the  Conference  not  to  "let  a  small  minority  prevent  £ 
large  majority  from  organizing  Sunday-schools."  The  an 
swer  of  the  Conference  assembled  was,  "we  advise  the 
small  minority  to  yield  to  the  majority  for  the  sake  oJ 
peace.  And  we  also  would  advise  the  majority  to  not  over 
rule  the  minority  in  a  way  that  shows  no  regard  to  theii 
feelings."  Surely  a  wise  bit  of  .advice. 

Thanks  were  extended  to  the  B.  &  0.  Railway  and 
other  railways  that  granted  favors  toward  members  oi 
"our  Fraternity  in  going  to  and  from  this  meeting.'' 
Others  of  the  local  church,  and  one  mentioned  by  name 
Howard  Miller,  were  given  words  of  .appreciation  for  the 
"kind  and  liberal  manner  in  which  they  have  entertained 
us  during  our  visit  among  them."  No  church  at  this  time, 
desiring  the  meeting  for  1880,  they  had  to  wait  and  later 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


FARMERS  BRING  IN  TITHES 

A  group  of  Abernathy,  Texas  farmers  brought 
in  their  tithes.  What  they  brought  filled  two  wash 
tubs  with  $14,132.65  in  cash  and  checks — money 
from  harvest  on  land  they  dedicated  to  God  last 
spring.  Each  farmer  dedicated  one-tenth  of  his 
acreage. 

The  First  Baptist  Church  has  500  members. 
Most  of  the  adult  men  are  farmers  on  the  rolling 
plains  around  Abernathy,  a  town  of  1,692,  in 
west  Texas,  north  of  Lubbock. 

Last  spring  their  pastor,  C.  A.  Kennedy,  35, 
asked  them  to  dedicate  one-tenth  of  their  land  to 
God  and  see  what  the  returns  would  be. 

They  did,  each  dedicating  anywhere  from  1  to 
68  acres.  Kennedy  said  the  farmers  who  dedi- 
cated their  land  had  "phenomenal  results." 

"There  is  Albert  Hart,  with  five  acres  dedi- 
cated," the  pastor  said.  "He  called  me  to  his  farm 
late  in  the  summer  to  shew  that  all  his  acreage 
was  bountiful,  but  on  the  dedicated  land  the  cot- 
ton stood  12  inches  higher  than  the  rest  and 
yielded  one  and  three-quarters  bales  an  acre, 
compared  with  an  average  yield  of  one  bale  an 
acre  on  his  other  land. 

"He  asked  me  why. 

"Why?  In  Malachi  3:10,  it  says:  'Bring  ye  all 
the  tithes  into  the  storehouse,  that  there  may  be 
meat  in  Mine  house  and  prove  Me  now  herewith, 
.saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  If  I  will  not  open  the 
windows  of  heaven  and  pour  you  out  a  blessing, 
that  there  shall  not  be  room  enough  to  recieive  it.' 

"That  is  why."— Selected. 
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At  its  recent  meeting,  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Ash- 
land College  made  several  significant  decisions  relative  to 
the  Ashland  Theological  Seminary. 


First,  relative  to  organization,  Brother  Delbei't  B.  Floi-a 
was  called  to  the  position  of  Dean  ©f  the  Seminary. 
Brother  Flora  has  been  on  campus  for  eight  years  as  pro- 
essor  of  New  Testament  in  which  capacity  he  has 
proved  his  ability  to  lead  and  inspire  young  people  and 
to  develop  and  administer  an  educational  program.  Ho 
tias  amply  demonstrated  his  ability  to  work  with  the  fac- 
alty  of  a  small  campus  and  assume  his  share  of  all  re- 
sponsibilities; and  he  has  taken  an  increasing  role  of 
eadership  among  the  ministry  and  laity  of  the  .Brethren 
Uhurch,  to  which  he  is  unqualifiedly  faithful. 

In  Brother  Flora,  the  College  and  the  Church  have  ac- 
juired  a  Dean  who  is  not  only  well-trained  and  capable 
>ut  one  who  is  experienced  as  a  Brethren  pastor  and 
thoroughly  familiar  with  the  oppoi'tunities  and  possibili- 
ties of  the  Church. 


Second,  the  Board  voted  to  recognize  the  position  and 
growth  of  the  Seminary  by  setting  aside  the  year  begin- 
ning September,  1955  and  ending  June,  1956  as  the 
Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  organization  of  the  Thelogi- 
cal  Division  of  Ashland  College.  Dr.  J.  Allen  Miller  was 
called  to  the  position  of  Dean  in  June,  1906,  llius  mark- 
ing the  separate  organization  of  the  Seminary.  Since  that 
time,  most  of  the  pastors  and  missionaries,  as  well  as 
many  of  the  laymen  of  the  Brethren  Church  have  been 
trained  in  whole  or  in  part  here.  It  is  altogether  fitting 
that  1955-1956  be  set  apart  in  obsers-ance  of  fifty  years 
of  such  service  to  the  Brethren  Chm-ch. 

— Glemi  L,  Clayton,  President. 
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A  LiviiiR  Monument 
(Continued  from  Page  G) 

through  their  publications  announce  the  location.  A  place 
was  offered  and  so  the  next  meeting  went  from  the 
Mountain  walled  valley  of  Virginia,  to  the  level  corn 
lands  of  Illinois,  meeting  at  Lanark. 

Elder  John  Kline  not  only  gave  the  land  for  the  church 
but  gave  liberally  to  support  the  work.  He  gave  not  only 
liberally  of  his  time,  but  of  his  money.  The  poor  never 
came  to  him  in  vain.  He  was  a  friend  to  them  in  their 
time  of  need.  Each  year  at  harvest  time  he  set  aside  a 
garner  of  wheat  to  be  given  to  needy  families.  Not  only 
a  farmer  but  a  physician,  he  ministered  to  their  physical 
needs  as  well  as  to  the  Spiritual.  Unfortunately  he  was 
obliged  to  be  away  from  home  for  such  long  periods  of 
time  in  attending  various  Conferences  and  on  preaching 
missions,  that  grief  came  to  his  home.  Tlie  report  came 
back  when  on  one  of  his  trips  to  far  away  Ohio  that  he 
'nad  contracted  a  fatal  disease  and  had  died.  The  correq- 
tion  of  this  report  did  not  reach  home  in  time  to  prevent 
the  mental  collapse  of  his  beloved  companion.  This  was  a 
breakdo\\Ti  from  which  she  never  recovered.  A  large  pic- 
ture of  the  Kline  home  may  be  seen  in  one  of  the  class 
rooms  of  the  Linville  Creek  Church. 

The  Linville  Creek  Church  was  cared  for  by  a  Free 
Ministry  for  over  one  hundred  years  uiitil  its  growth  had 
reached  such  proportions  that  a  full  time  Pastor  was  re- 
quired. Rev.  Samuel  Lindsay,  became  the  first  part  time 
Pastor  of  this  congregation  in  1935. 

As  the  kindly  sexton  and  the  writer  walked  through 
the  large  and  thickly  populated  cemetery,  he  said,  "I  have 
been  here  at  this  work  a  long  time.  When  I  was  asked 
to  take  over  the  work  I  was  told  that  it  would  impress 
me.  The  other  day  when  I  looked  over  the  beautiful  place 
with  the  flowers  that  God  had  made,  I  was  deeply 
moved."  The  cemetery  is  located  hard  by  the  church  on 
the  north  side  of  the  building.  There  are  graves  in  the 
cemetery  well  over  one  hundred  years  old.  In  fact  the 
grave  of  Elder  John  Kline  was  dug  just  eighty-nine  years 
ago  thi.s  past  June.  Back  of  the  present  beautiful  and 
commodious  church  is  a  furnace  for  the  use  of  the  various 
groups  desiring  an  outside  fireplace.  The  honey-suckle 
covered  bank  to  the  rear,  with  the  usual  variety  of  Vir- 
ginia shrubbery,  makes  this  a  quiet  place  for  devotions 
as  well  as  pleasure.  There  are  four  large  limestone  gate- 
posts which  are  laid  on  the  ground  in  front  of  the  fun- 
nace  in  somewhat  of  a  semi-circle,  which  are  used  as 
scats.  These  are  said  to  have  been  hewed  out  by  the 
hands  of  John  Kline. 

The  inscriptions  placed  upon  the  monuments  at  the 
graves  of  Elder  John  Kline  and  his  wife  cannot  be  read 
well  in  the  picture  accompanying  this  articlo,  but  they 
are  as  follows.  The  stone  on  the  right  of  the  Author  is 
on  the  grave  of  the  martyred  Elder  and  contains  the  fol- 
lowing Epitaph: 


Elder    John     Kline 

Killeji 

June     15     1864 

Aged 

66  yrs     11  mos     28  days 

When  he  was  present     he  was  useful 

When  absent,        wanted  much 

He  lived     desired 

When     killed     lamented. 

The  grave  of  his  companion,  who  survived  him  for 
twenty-one  years,  is  to  be  found  on  the  Author's  left, 
and  its  inscription  reads  as  follows: 

Anna 

Born     Warn  pier 

Wife    ttf 

Elder  John  Kline 

Died 

May    4     1885 

Aged 

88  yrs      4  mos 

24ds. 

The  Church  structure  the  Elder  helped  to  build  is  no 
longer  in  existence.  The  second  church  built  a  few  years 
following  his  death  on  the  lonely  ridge  at  the  hands  of 
the  .Bushwhackers,  is  no  longer  standing.  Today  the  pres- 
ent building  stands  as  an  eloquent  testimony  to  those  who 
have  labored  and  gone  on  to  await  their  rewards.  Many 
of  them  are  sleeping  their  last  sleep  in  the  nearby  ceme- 
tery. Not  so  much  the  pile  of  brick  and  masonry,  beau- 
tiful and  attractive  though  it  may  be,  but  the  men  and 
women  who  have  gone  from  this  field  and  who  look  back 
and  call  this  their  Spiritual  as  well  as  their  Physical 
home  are  the  living  monuments  to  a  man  whose  body 
has  long  gone  back  to  the  dust  from  which  it  came.  His 
soul  today,  forever  with  the  Lord,  awaits  the  future  re- 
union with  those  who  have  labored  with  him  and  after 
him.  One  who  that  day  in  June  .1864,  looked  upon  the 
face  of  the  Saint  of  God  as  it  lay  on  the  road  by  the  side 
of  faithful  "Old  Nell,"  said  "there  was  a  sweet  smile, 
though  the  body  had  been  torn  and  mutilated  by  a  num- 
ber of  bullets."  Elder  John  Kline  was  faithful  to  the  end. 
He  may  not  have  thought  that  when  he  composed  a  poem 
in  honor  of  Joseph  Miller,  who  died  on  a  Preaching  Mis- 
sion to  Ohio,  that  in  so  short  a  time  much  of  this  would 
be  fitting  for  himself.  The  poem  consists  of  six  verses  but 
we  give  one  of  them : 

"He  asked  not  a  stone  to  be  sculptured  with  verse; 
He  asked  not  that  fame  should  his  merits  rehearse; 
But  he  asked  as  a  boon  when  he  gave  up  the  ghost; 
That  his  brethren  might  know  that  he  died  at  his  post." 

St.  James,  Maryland. 
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Missionary    Department 


DR.  J.  GARBER  DRUSHAL  -  -  - 

-  -  -  Ambassador  Extraordinary 

Early  in  August,  accepting  an  invitation  extended  on 
his  previous  trip,  Dr.  J.  Garber  Drushal  v^^ill  again  visit 
the  Brethren  churches  in  Argentina  and  take  care  of  the 
business  details  involved  in  reorganizing  our  work  in  that 
country.  He  will  travel  by  Pan  American  plane  and  ar- 
rive in  Buenos  Aires  on  August  11th.  ■  ' 

In  December  1950,  Dr.  Drushal  called  upon  these  Ar- 
gentine Brethren,  familiarizing  himself  with  the  mission- 
ary program  and  becoming  acquainted  with  pastors  and 
people.  After  his  return  to  the  States,  he  furnished  the 
Bo,ai"d  with  so  definite  and  detailed  a  report  of  his  find- 
ings that,  since  then,  they  have  had  a  much  clearer  pic- 
ture of  the  field. 

During  the  time  our  president  spent  in  Argentina,  he 
made  so  many  fine  friendships  and  earned  such  respect 
from  the  national  workers  there  that  the  Missionary 
Board  agreed  he  should  represent  them  again. 

Since  his  visit  in  1950,  J.  G,  D.  has  by  no  means  been 
idle.  Besides  finishing  his  residence  work  at  the  Ohio 
State  Unversity,  he  became  professor  of  speech  at  the 
College  of  Wooster,  Wooster,  Ohio;  he  received  his  Ph.D. 
degree  in  1952;  and — by  no  means  least — recently  became 
the  father  of  another  son  (his  third,  besides  a  fine  daugh- 
ter). Dr.  Drushal  serves  in  his  local  church,  in  the  dis- 
trict and  nationally  in  many  capacities  as  an  active  lay- 
man, as  well  as  in  academic  circles  (That  man  certainly 
gets  around.) 

At  General  Conference  in  August,  Dr.  John  Locke,  first 
vice  president  of  the  Missionary  Board,  vdll  officiate  in 
the  president's  absence. 

Happy  landings,  Dr.  Drushal  I  Our  prayers  and  best 
wishes  go  with  you. 


NEWS  ITEM 

(  From  our  church  in  Washington,  D.  C.) 

More  than  $1100  was  given  on  Sunday,  June  14th,  in 
our  Cash  Day  offering.  This  represents  a  very  great  ef- 
fort on  the  part  of  our  people  to  get  their  present  struch 
ture  paid  for  so  that  they  can  complete  this  building  and 
find  room  for  our  cLasses,  now  using  kitchen,  furnace 
room,  and  even  the  ante-rooms  leading  to  the  lavatories. 

A  remarkable  pageant  for  Children's  Day  was  pre- 
sented under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  William  Porte.  It  was 
splendid  in  its  whole  result.  We  had  a  number  of  parents 
of  children   present,  who  do  not  regularly  attend 


A  forum  is  being  conducted  during  the  Christian  En- 
deavor hours  on  Sunday  evenings  by  the  pastor  and  ap- 
pointed helpers.  We  are  combining  the  young  and  old, 
really  working  on  the  problems  we  face  in  our  present 
situation,  seeking  to  discover  how  to  penetrate  the  bar- 
riers and  win  people  to  Christ. 

On  Sunday  evening,  June  14th,  the  foi-um  discussed 
Christianity  in  this  our  Industrial  Era  as  compared  with 
Christianity  of  other  places  and  times.  On  June  21st  we 
studied  the  influence  of  communism  and  how  Christianity 
differs  from  it.  We  have  mucli  material  from  the  govern- 
ment on  this  and  it  is  being  studied  by  various  capable 
people.  This  helps  us  to  understand  what  we  must  know 
if  we  face  these  very  real  problems  of  Life. — J.  Ray 
Klingensmith. 
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India's  Rules  for  Liquor 

Here  are  the  rejrulations  of  the  Republic  of 
India  regarding:  liquor: 

No  alcoholic  drink  served  at  state  functions. 

Xo  liquor  adv-ertisements  accepted  in  India- 
owned  newspapers. 

Elimination  of  all  drinking  scenes  from  motion 
pictures. 

Serving  liquor  on  all  dining  cars  of  trains  and 
in  refresiiment  rooms  of  railways  banned. 

The  official  dires:tion  that  diplomatic  represen- 
tativos  abroad  substitute  fruit  juices  for  cocktails 
at  all  official  functions. 

Provincial  cooperation  and  constructive  poli- 
cies of  stifle  prohibition. 

The  party  rule  that  "No  person  who  carries  on 
trade  in  liquor  or  is  addicted  to  drink  shall  be 
eligible  for  election  as  a  congress  delegate." — 
Union  Signal. 

THE  EDITOR'S  PULPIT 

CURING  THE  LIQUOR  HEADACHE 
(Continued  from  PAge  8) 

M  M  »  M  M  M  I  M  1  ■I-l-I-I'  1  I..I..i..i,.i..i-I.-l-I-I"I"I'  M'  M  ■I-I-l-I 
CLEAN  UP  OUR  HOMES 

As  we  mentioned  last  week,  one  of  the  saddest  aspects 
of  this  whole  picture  is  the  presence  of  the  liquor  bottle 
and  the  beer  can  in  the  homes  of  Church  members.  No- 
where in  all  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  can  we  find  a  sanc- 
tion of  alcoholic  drinks  in  the  home  of  God's  people.  In 
many  scriptures  we  find  a  curse  attached  thereto,  though. 

If  you  have  a  bottle  of  beer,  or  a  bottle  of  whiskey  in 
your  refrigerator,  or  tucked  away  in  a  secret  place  in 
your  home;  if  you  serve  your  cocktails;  if  you  partake 
of  the  "sociable"  drink  "with  the  boys";  then,  your  voice 
is  silenced  in  this  battle  against  this  body  and  soul  de- 
stroying evil. 

Therefore,  come  clean!  No  amount  of  social  standing 
or  popularity  can  atone  for  the  loss  of  moral  fiber,  self 
respect,  and  influence  on  children.  We  recall  a  story  we 
read  somewhen;  of  a  prominent  church  official  whose 
daughter  was  killed  in  an  automobile  accident.  The  auto- 
mobile was  driven  by  the  girl's  boy  friend  who  was 
drunk  and  on  whom  a  bottle  was  found.  The  angry  father 
upon  learning  the  news,  vowed  what  he  would  do  if  he 
found  out  who  sold  the  boy  the  liquor,  and  went  to  his 
own  secret  cupboard  to  get  his  own  bottle  for  a  "bracer." 


He  discovered  that  his  bottle  of  whiskey  was  missing. 
Later,  checking  with  the  police,  he  discovered  that  his 
daughter  had  sneaked  her  father's  own  whiskey  bottle  to 
take  on  that  joy  ride,  for  it  was  the  father's  own  whiskey 
bottle  that  was  found  on  the  young  man.  Yes,  it  was  the 
father's  own  whiskey  that  killed  his  daughter. 

Every  church  member  who  raises  the  bottle  or  the 
liquor  glass  to  his  lips,  and  in  so  doing,  raise  his  eyes 
towai'd  heaven,  must  surely  do  so  with  God's  scornful 
eyes  upon  him.  We,  as  Churches  of  America,  can  best  help 
the  liquor  problem  by  a  complete  housecleaning,  for  how 
can  we  fight  an  evil  if  we  welcome  it  into  our  homes? 
Think  soberly.  Christians,  and  then  live  soberly. 

WRITE  OUR  LAWMAKERS 

Lawmakers  are  directly  responsive  to  the  pressure  of 
the  voters.  Politicians  usually  go  in  the  direction  of  the 
most  money.  Statesmen  go  according  to  their  conviction 
of  law,  order  and  right.  Both  are  more  or  less  aware  of 
the  power  of  the  voter  at  election  time.  Therefore,  be 
he  politician  or  statesman,  he  keeps  his  eye  on  the  mail 
bag.  A  statesman  will  not  sacrifice  principal,  but  he  will 
note  the  flood  of  mail  putting  pressure  upon  him  to 
weaken  his  stand  for  right,  and  the  absence  of  mail  en- 
couraging his  stand  for  the  right.  The  politician  will 
shake  in  his  knees  if  too  many  people  write  and  chastize 
him  for  his  wayward  stand. 

Christians,  the  power  of  the  voter  is  felt  on  election 
day,  but  it  is  felt  in  a  greater  way  through  letters,  tele- 
grams and  other  communications. 

IS  PROHIBITION  THE  ANSWER? 

When  this  subject  is  mentioned,  we  find  it  a  very  tick- 
lish one.  Church  people  themselves  are  tragically  divided 
on  this  matter.  Many  church  people  point  to  the  fact  of 
bootlegging  during  prohibition  as  their  reason  for  not 
wanting  a  return  of  prohibition.  But  we  have  pointed  out 
that  the  bootlegger  is  as  bad  if  not  worse  now  than  un- 
der prohibition. 

Therefore,  with  the  status  of  the  bootlegger  the  same 
under  prohibition  and  repeal,  we  can  consider  prohibition 
itself.  Perhaps  our  memories  are  too  vague  to  compare 
the  present  day  with  prohibition  days.  A  new  generation 
of  citizens  has  arisen  since  repeal.  So,  we  feel,  it  is  im- 
possible to  compare  what  prohibition  might  be  today 
with  what  it  was  under  the  18th  amendment. 

We  would  note,  though,  that  we  are  now  on  the  thresh- 
hold  of  a  new  generation,  born  and  reared  wholly  under 
repeal!  Their  voice  will  be  heard  as  they  vote,  as  they 
take  their  places  in  industry,  social  and  church  life.  Per- 
haps they  will  vote  for  local  option,  state  prohibition,  or 
national  prohibition.  Perhaps  they  will  not,  depending  on 
how  they  have  been  taught  in  their  homes  and  churches. 

Thus,  to  us,  the  answer  to  our  liquor  headache  is  the 
teaching  of  scriptural  truth,  the  dangers  of  alcoholism, 
and  the  curse  which  it  brings.  We  must  leave  our  voice 
be  heard  in  our  law  making  bodies,  and  we  must  beseech 
the  God  of  heaven  to  hear  our  cry,  and  save  our  land. 

May  this  national  anniversary  find  every  one  of  us  as 
Brethren  being  vitally  concerned  on  this  matter.  May  we 
keep  our  homes  free  from  this  evil,  and  may  we  train, 
by  word  and  example,  those  who  come  after  us,  to  the 
honor  and  glory  of  God.  W.  S.  B. — Editor. 
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Ashland  College  News  Letter 

By  Arthur  Petit 


Ashland  College  is  preparing  to  celebrate  its  seventy- 
fifth  year  of  operation  during  the  next  school  year.  The 
opening  of  the  celebration  will  be  at  General  Conference 
on  the  campus  on  Friday,  August  21,  1953  when  the  plans 
for  the  coming  year  will  be  announced  and  the  college  will 
have  charge  of  the  evening  program.  Dram,atic  episodes 
from  the  history  of  the  college  will  be  portrayed  and  the 
plan  for  the  year  explained. 

A  number  of  speakers  and  artists  have  already  been 
obtained  and  plans  for  an  expansion  of  the  services  of 
the  music  department  are  in  the  making.  The  various 
choirs  and  other  musical  organizations  will  give  more 
concerts,  and  more  extensively.  Already,  the  a  cappella 
choir  has  prepared  a  program  to  be  broadcast  over  a 
national  hookup  at  Christmas  time.  In  addition,  an  oper- 
etta and  oratorio  are  in  the  plans,  A  conference  spon- 
sored by  the  North  Central  Association  of  Colleges  and 
Secondary  schools  will  be  an  event  of  May.  A  famous 
author  and  historian  will  be  on  the  campus  in  September. 

One  of  the  outstanding  projects  of  the  year  is  a  his- 
tory of  the  college  now  being  written  by  Clara  Worst 
Miller  and  E.  Glenn  Mason,  both  retired  members  of  the 
college  staff.  Much  of  the  history  has  already  been  docu- 
mented by  these  authors  but  they  need  pictures.  Please 


notify  the  Admissions  Office  of  the  college  if  there  are 
any  available.  They  may  be  sent  directly  to  Art  Petit, 
Ashland  College,  Ashland,  Ohio.  ITicy  will  then  be  photo- 
graphed and  returned  immediately.  This  is  urgent.  Many 
of  tliese  old  pictuies  are  disappearing  every  year  and 
copies  need  to  be  made  for  the  college  library.  Every 
care  will  be  taken  with  the  pictures. 

The  college  building  progi-am  is  progressing  rapidly. 
As  this  is  being  written  (June  22ndj,  I  am  looking  once 
in  a  while  at  the  power  shovel  which  is  removing  the  last 
vestages  of  Founder's  Hall,  preparing  for  laying  the 
foundation  of  the  new  building  which  will  replace  it.  By 
conference  time,  it  should  be  far  enough  along  that  it  can 
readily  be  visualized.  The  Student  Union  will  be  neai-ly 
complete  by  conference  time.  Those  who  visited  conference 
last  year,  but  not  since,  will  be  somewhat  suiT^rised  by 
the  changes  which  are  taking  place  on  the  campus.  It  is 
interesting  and  encouraging  to  be  able  to  say  that  Ash- 
land College  is,  in  a  very  big  way,  "Building  For  Youth 
In  Our  Seventy  Fifth  Year." 

The  number  who  have  been  accepted  for  the  freshman 
class  next  fall  is  far  ahead  of  previous  years.  If  the  pres- 
ent trend  continues  throughout  the  summei-,  this  will  be 
the  largest  freshman  class  for  the  past  decade  or  so 
(omitting  the  years  of  the  veteran  enrollment). 

Brethren  students  have  been  accepted  from  seven  dif- 
ferent churches,  but  many  more  are  needed  if  the  per- 
centage of  Brethren  is  to  be  kept  up.  Students  from  six 
states  have  been  accepted  with  a  number  more  expected. 
Brethren  are  urged  to  help  their  young  people  whenever 
possible  to  do  so.  More  Brethren  are  needed  to  take  ad- 
vantage   of    the    increased    facilities    on    the    campus. 
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Urgent!! 


The  Diamond  Jubilee  Committee  of  the  Ashland 
College  Faculty  is  in  dire  need  of  OLD  PICTURES 
of  the  campus  or  of  campus  scenes.  A  history  of  the 
college  is  being  written  and  we  need  PICTURES. 

If  you  have  any  pictures  of  the  campus  prior  to 
1920,  please  notify  Art  Petit,  Ashland  College,  Ash- 
land, Ohio,  or  send  them  by  REGISTERED  MAIL  if 
you  wish.  They  will  be  photographed  and  returned 
to  you  AT  ONCE. 

Please  help  us  out  and  do  it  soon.  The  history  is 
nearing  completion,  but  the  pictures  are  missing. 
We  lost  many  pictures  in  the  fire  in  Founders'  Hall 
and  need  others  to  replace  them. 

Ashland  College  is  changing  so  fast  now  that  it 
is  absolutely  necessary  to  have  copies  of  all  of  the 
rare  pictures- 
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Items    of   General    Interest 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 


ilies   enjoyed   a  picnic   outing  at  Milford  Lake,   the  eve- 
ning of  June  22nd. 

Quarterly  Cash  Day  was  obsen'ed  on  June  2Sth. 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  Tlie  Milledge^•ille 
Church  has  received  that  "new  look,"  with  the  outside 
wood  trim  and  cement  work  being  given  two  coat^  of 
white  paint,  and  the  interior  of  the  church  being  "washed, 
polished,  waxed  and  cleaned  from  balcony  to  basement." 

The  Brethren  Youth  Crusaders  conducted  the  evening 
worship  service  on  June  14th. 

LANARK,  ILLINOIS.  Dedication  of  babies  was  held  on 
June  21st  at  the  morning  service,  with  the  Children's 
Day  program  being  presented  in  the  evening. 

Lanark's  Sunday  School  picnic  was  held  June  2Sth,  in 
Krape  Park,  Freeport,  Illinois. 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  Waterloo's  Bible  School  program 
was  held  at  5:00  P.  M.  on  Jvme  21st.  The  five  o'clock  hour 
is  the  regular  time  for  the  evening  service  in  the  Water- 
loo church. 
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TOIMC   FOR  JILY    12.   1953 

VMlAl    DO    YOr    rHINK   ABOUT  DATING? 

S<.KnMrUE  HEADING:  Ruth  2:8-17;  Col.  3:17 

AT  A  CERTALX  TIME  in  our  development,  dating  be- 
comes a  very  natural  and  necessary  part  of  our 
lives.  It  is  a  part  of  choosing  our  life  partners  and  must 
therefore  be  kept  on  a  very  high  standard.  The  world 
would  never  agi-ee  with  the  Apostle  Paul  when  he  ex- 
horted us,  "And  whatsoever  ye  do  in  word  or  in  deed, 
do  all  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,"  but  if  observed  it 
will  bring  happy  and  enduring  friendships. 

1.  DATING  IS  FUN.  One  boy  was  talking  to  some  of 
his  friends  about  a  date  that  he  had  had  a  few  days  be- 
fore. The  girl  was  not  the  most  beautiful  girl  in  his  class. 
Her  parents  did  not  have  a  lot  of  money  nor  was  she  the 
outstanding  scholar  in  the  class.  Yet  this  was  a  date  that 
he  had  really  enjoyed  and  would  remember  for  a  long 
time.  Why?  Because  the  gix'l  was  interested  in  his  plans. 
On  the  way  home  from  the  school  basketball  game  they 
talked  about  their  studies.  They  talked  about  the  places 
they  had  been  the  summer  before  and  about  the  w^ork  that 
he  was  planning  to  enter  after  he  got  thiough  with 
school.  The  time  went  so  fast  that  before  they  could  re- 
alize it,  they  were  home.  Dating  is  so  much  fun  when 
you  take  a  genuine  interest  in  the  other  person.  You  do 
not  have  to  become  "serious"  but  interest  in  the  other 
person  helps  so  much.  Take  an  interest  in  each  other's 
work  or  studies.  Share  your  serious  thoughts  as  well  as 
your  fun,  and  help  each  other  with  high  ideals. 

2.  DATING  IS  FUN  WHEN  IT  IS  KEPT  WHOLE- 
SOME, The  Apostle  Paul  informs  us  that  "The  Body  is 
the  temple  of  God"  and  therefore  we  are  to  make  every 
effort  to  keep  it  clean  and  holy.  Anything  that  tears 
down,  makes  light  of,  or  degrades  our  bodies  is  wrong, 
and  will  not  result  in  real  happiness  or  pleasure.  As 
Christians,  we  know  what  wholesome  recreation  is  and  do 
not  require  the  frills  and  thrills  of  the  world.  Among 
some  of  these  wholesome  recreations  you  might  plan  are: 
a  picnic  with  a  group  of  your  friends,  a  bicycling  party, 
a  weiner  roast,  social  and  civic  events  in  your  school 
and  community,  meetings  and  parties  in  the  church,  and 
many,  many  others.  But  "whatsoever  ye  do  in  word  or 
deed,  do  all  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus."  That  means 
whatever  yr,u  do  or  say,  do  or  say  nothing  that  you 
would  be  ashamed  to  have  our  Lord  know  about.  Dating 
i.s  fun  when  you  kf;f.'p  it  wholesome  so  there  is  no  need 
for  us  to  sin  in  order  to  have  a  good  time.  Plan  your 
good  times  carefully  and  seek  the  company  of  the  serious 
minded  and  capable.  Be  considerate  of  each  other. 

3.  DATING  LS  FUN  WITH  GOOD  FRIENDS.  When 
you  are  with  people  you  like,  you  can  have  a  good  time. 
Good  friends  exchange  ideas  and  thereby  help  each  other 


to  grow  mentally,  socially,  and  spiritually.  It  is  well  to 
remember  that  you  are  known  by  the  kind  of  friends  you 
choose,  for  the  old  proverb  is  still  true  which  says,  "Birds 
of  a  feather  flock  together."  Good  friends  will  not  tempt 
you  to  do  things  which  you  know  you  ought  not  to  do 
and  they  will  encourage  you  to  do  the  things  which  you 
ought  to  do.  Surround  yourself  with  good  friends  and 
good  influences;  such  as  homes,  churches,  and  educational 
groups.  Try  to  remember  that  the  friendships  of  youth 
will  enable  you  to  build  more  solidly  for  the  future.  Good 
friends  will  help  you  to  live  at  your  best.  It  is  well  then 
to  choose  friends  who  will  fill  our  minds  with  pleasant 
memories  and  not  horrible  regrets.  Your  friends  should 
be  picked  with  more  care  than  the  materials  for  a  new 
home,  for  they  are  the  materials  out  of  which  you  \n\\ 
build  your  life.  And  remember  that  dating  is  fun  with 
good  friends. 

4.  DATING  PEOPLE  OF  OTHER  FAITHS.  I  feel  that 
we  ought  to  be  very  careful  about  dating  people  of  other 
faiths  for  there  are  so  many  things  that  we  do  not  have 
in  common  with  these  people.  It  is  true  that  we  may  have 
a  good  time  with  them  and  therefore  we  are  led  to  dis- 
regard the  differences  that  exist  between  us.  The  biggest 
reason  for  dating  is  that  it  will  help  us  to  select  the  per- 
son who  is  best  suited  to  become  our  life's  partner.  If 
young  people  could  only  see  the  heartaches  that  are 
ahead  of  them  when  they  date  and  marry  persons  of 
other  faiths,  they  certainly  would  refrain  from  doing  so. 
While  the  record  is  not  a  hundred  percent  against  hap- 
py marriages  of  persons  of  differing  faiths,  it  is  so  great 
that  none  of  us  should  take  a  chance  on  it.  The  place  to 
discourage  marriages  of  persons  of  differing  faiths  is  to 
discourage  dating  of  persons  of  differing  faiths.  If  mai-^ 
riage  tomorrow  is  to  be  a  happy  experience,  dating  today 
must  be  sensible.  Our  great  Protestant  Christian  heritage 
is  so  great  that  we  should  not  compromise  it  by  sharing 
life  with  one  who  does  not  believe  it  or  who  thinks  it  in- 
ferior to  his  own.  Do  not  date  persons  of  other  faiths. 

FOR  FURTHER  HELP  IN  PLANNING  YOUR 
MEETING 

.1.  "If  I  Marry  A  Roman  Catholic" — National  Council  of 
Churches,  New  York  City — 5c. 

2.  Use  the  film,  "Dating:  Dos  and  Don'ts,"  Have  a 
panel  preview  the  film  and  then  have  a  round  table  dis- 
cussion to  be  followed  by  questions  and  discussion  by  thej 
whole  group. 

3.  "Dating  Days" — Science  Research  Associates,  Inc., 
57  W.  Grand  Avenue,  Chicago  10,  Illinois — 40c. 

QUESTIONS  FOR  DISCUSSION 

1.  How  old  should  a  boy   (or  girl)   be  before  dating? 

2.  How  late  should  we  stay  out  ? 

3.  How  much  money  should  wc  spend  on  a  date? 

4.  What  should  our  parents  have  to  say  about  our 
dates  ? 

5.  How  do  you  feel  about  dating  persons  of  other 
faiths?  Of  other  races?  Of  other  Nationalities? 

G.  What  are  some  good  things  to  do  on  a  date? 

7.  Where  are  some  good  places  to  go  on  a  date  ? 

8.  What  can  your  church  do  for  a  satisfactory  social 
program  for  young  people  ? 
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IPraijer  ITleeting 
Studies 

IBy  G.  T.  ^ilmev 


DESCEND  UPON  US 
John  16:13 

Spirit   of   life   and   truth   and   love, 

Our  Comforter  and  Guide, 
Descend  upon   us,   Heav'nly   Dove, 

And  with  our  souls  abide! 

Shine  Thou  upon  the  written  Word, 

And  on  our  vision  shine, 
That  we  may  see  our  Savior,  Lord, 

In  ev'ry  gracious  line. 

GOD  AND  HIS  FLANS  are  past  finding  out  (Job 
11:7.  We  can  only  know  God  through  His  revela- 
tion of  Himself  through  His  Word  and  His  Son  (John 
5:39;  1:18).  Why  did  the  Jews  fail  to  recognize  Christ 
and  crucify  Him  as  an  impostor  (Acts  3:14,  15,  17;  Luke 
23:34)?  God  is  not  to  be  known  through  nature  as  is 
shown  by  the  miserable  religion  of  the  heathen  mythology 
(Romans  1:23).  If  the  Jews  had  known  it,  they  would  not 
have  crucified  the  Lord  of  Glory.  The  natural  man  can- 
not even  understand  the  revelation  which  God  has  given 
(1  Cor.  2:14).  Without  the  new  birth  a  man  cannot  even 
see  the  kingdom  of  God  (John  3:3).  And  as  a  pupil  needs 
a  teacher  just  so  the  born-again  need  the  illumination  of 
the  Spirit  (John  14:26;  16:13-15).  Without  the  aid  of  the 
Spirit  the  Bible  is  a  sealed  book  (1  Cor.  2:9,  10).  Unless 
we  are  in  the  Spirit  as  was  the  Apostle  John  (Rev.  1:10, 
12)  all  vision  is  as  the  words  of  a  book  that  is  sealed 
(Isaiah  29:11). 

Strange  as  it  may  seem,  Balaam,  "who  loved  the  wages 
of  unrighteousness"  (2  Peter  2:15,  16),  was  inspired 
(Num.  23:10),  and  died  .among  the  enemies  of  Israel 
(Num.  31:8).  King  Saul  v/as  among  the  prophets  (1  Sam. 
10:11).  Caiaphas  uttered  a  prediction;  "which  he  spake 
not  of  himself"  (John  11:49-52).  Here  the  Word  of  God 
came  through  the  mouth  though  the  speaker  was  ignorant 
of  its  spiritual  meaning.  Some  of  the  holy  prophets  did 
not  comprehend  all  that  they  sometimes  uttered.  They 
had  the  distinct  gift  of  inspiration  but  it  was  not  yet 
time  for  illumination  on  these  Scriptures.  Thus  the  say- 
ing: "The  Old  Testament  is  the  New  Testament  con- 
cealed, and  the  New  Testament  is  the  Old  Testament  re- 
vealed" (1  Peter  1:10-12,  20,  21). 

In  Daniel  10:7  we  read  that  Daniel  could  see,  but  his 
companions  could  not  see  the  vision.  Elisha's  servant  did 
not  see  the  horses  and  chariots  of  fire  until  the  Lord 
"opened  the  eyes  of  the  young  man"  (2  Kings  6:15-17). 
In  John  12:27-30  there  was  a  distinct  utterance  to  Jesus 
and  to  John  that  was  quite  indistinct  to  the  people  round 
about.  The  people  of  Nazareth  were  offended  in  Christ 
because  of  their  unbelief   (Matt.  13:54-58).  Others  heard 


Jesus  in  a  supernatural  message  (Matt.  16:14).  And  still 
others  with  Peter  recognize  Him  to  be  the  Christ  (Matt. 
16:10).  Such  revelation  is  from  the  Father  (Matt.  16:17>. 
The  consequences  of  spiritual  perception  or  the  lack  of 
it  are  far  reaching  (1  Cor.  1:18;  Luke  10:23). 

One's  attitude  toward  God  conditions  his  spiritual  dis- 
cernment (John  4:23,  24;  Rev.  1:10).  The  first  law  of 
spiritual  illumination  is  reverence  (Psalm  25:14;  Isaiah 
66:2;  Pro  v.  9:10).  To  whom  was  the  arm  of  the  Ixjrd  re- 
vealed (Isaiah  53:1)?  To  whom  did  the  angels  announce 
the  birth  of  Christ  (Luke  2:8-10,  20)?  Who  handled  the 
babe  in  the  temple  (Luke  2:25-32)?  To  whom  did  Jesus 
appear  after  the  resurrection  ?  The  reverent.  To  the  ir- 
reverent the  Spirit  is  silent  about  the  secrets  of  God 
(Matt.  11:25).  Christians  should  prepare  themselves  for 
public  worship  attendance  (Psalm  24:3-5).  Peter,  James 
and  John  missed  much  of  the  transfiguration  because  they 
were  "heavy  with  sleep"  (Luke  9:32).  We  saw  the  light 
when  we  first  believed  (John  9:2.5b).  There  is  an  eye- 
salve  for  those  who  have  lost  the  heavenly  vision  (Rev. 
3:16-19).  Such  need  to  appropriate  the  prayer  of  David 
in  Psalm  119:18. 


Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vanator 

Lesson  for  July  12,  1953 

CHRISTIAN  BEHAVIOR 

Lesson:  Romans  12:1-1,  9-21 

WE  MEET  a  very  interesting  lesson  today.  The  ques- 
tion of  the  every-day  activity  of  the  Christian 
forms  our  basis  of  study,  and  poses  some  very  interesting 
questions  which  may  not  be  evaded. 

First  we  ask  if  there  is  any  difference  between  what  a 
Christian  may  do  and  what  a  non-christian  may  do  ? 
Which  group  has  the  greater  liberty  of  action — the  Chris- 
tian or  the  non-christian?  Is  there  such  a  thing  as  "liv- 
ing religiously?"  Does  what  a  Christian  says  and  does  in 
his  daily  work-day  life  have  any  bearing  on  his  neighbor's 
life?  May  a  non-christian  do  things  on  the  Lord's  Day 
that  would  be  incongruous  in  the  Cliristian  on  that  day? 

Whether  we  like  it  or  not  each  of  these  questions  must 
be  answered  by  each  Christian  personally  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  non-christian. 

May  we  just  illustrate  one  phase  of  this  thought.  What 
effect  do  you  suppose  it  would  have  on  a  non-christian 
neighbor  if  he  would  see  you,  a  professed  Christian  and 
a  worker  in  your  local  church,  out  in  your  back  yai"d 
on  the  Lord's  Day  cutting  your  grass?  True  you  were 
going  to  church  that  morning,  but  he  doesn't  know  that, 
and  if  he  did,  should  you  be  doing  this  work?  What 
effect  would  such  "behavior"'  have  upon  Mm  in  his 
thoughts  of  the  church  member? 

Think  over  the   other  questions  and  answer  them,  not 
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just  to  your  o\\ti  satisfaction,  but  to  the  satisfaction  of 
your  neighbor  also. 

Let's  approach  this  idea  of  Christian  behavior  from  an- 
other angle  and  ask  another  question.  "Is  there  such  a 
thing  as  a  double  standard  of  behavior?"  In  other  words, 
is  there  one  standai-d  for  nie  and  another  for  my  neigh- 
bor? May  I  set  my  own  standards  of  behavior  and  say, 
"This  is  for  me!  You  set  yours!  If  my  standard  is  higher 
than  youi-s — well,  you  come  up  to  mine.  If  my  standard  is 
lower  than  yours — then  don't  expect  me  to  raise  mine  to 
yours  just  so  you  can  keep  your  actions  in  line."  Such  an 
attitude  is  pure  selfishness,  and,  sad  to  say,  too  evident  in 
many  cases.  The  Lord  has  set  the  standard  and  He  ex- 
pects us  to  live  up  to  it.  The  key  word  to  our  behavior 
must  be  "love" — love  toward  God  and  also  toward  our 
fellow  man  and  there  can  be  no  double  standard  of  such 
acti^^ty. 

One  other  thought,  and  this  hits  right  home  to  very 
many.  "Is  there  or  ought  there  be  a  double  standard  for 
the  laity  and  the  clergy?"  Should  the  man  in  the  pew  ex- 
pect the  behavior  of  the  minister  in  the  pulpit  to  be  on 
a  higher  level  than  his  own  activities?  Is  the  minister 
placed  on  a  pedestal  to  be  looked  up  to,  or  should  he  be 
found  on  the  common  ground  of  every-day  human  en- 
deavor as  a  Christian?  Far  too  often  the  minister  is 
thought  of  as  more  than  human,  with  the  result  that  in 
many  cases  the  individual  "joins  the  preacher"  instead  of 
the  church;  makes  the  pastor  the  center  of  his  worship 
instead  of  according  Christ  that  place.  The  result  is  that 
when  that  pastor  leaves  for  other  fields  of  labor,  the 
"pastor-member"  becomes  a  liability  instead  of  an  asset 
to  the  church  with  which  he  has  aligned  himself.  Thus 
we  find  the  porti-ayal  of  a  double  standard  "gone  wrong." 

The  best  way  to  sum  up  this  lesson  is  simply  to  say 
that  the  only  real  way  to  exemplify  "Christian  Behavior" 
is  just  to  act  like  a  Christian  should  and  must  act  day 
by  day,  in  his  own  presence  and  in  the  presence  of 
others,  and  of  his  God. 
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This       'n'       That 

By  the  Editor 


You  may  or  may  not  have  noticed  in  the  "Masthead" 
of  THE  EVANGELIST  a  slight  change  in  the  first  two 
linfs  of  small  sized  type.  It  relates  to  the  two  issues  of 
THE  EVANGELI.ST  which  are  dropped  each  year.  We 
publish  an  issue  50  weeks  of  the  year,  meaning  that  two 
issues  arc  dropped.  Heretofore,  this  has  taken  place  the 
last  week  in  August  and  the  last  week  in  December. 

Since  the  I'uhlishing  Company  shop  force  takes  its  two 
weeks  vacation  during  July,  and  since  it  then  becomes 
necessary  to  "turn  out"  those  issues  dated  during  that  va- 
cation, ahead  of  time,  it  has  been  deemed  advisable  to 
"drop"  an  i.ssue  during  that  time.  This  will  definitely 
lighten  the  load  on  the  .staff,  and  you  will  still  receive 
your  .50  issues  a  year.  From  now  on,  we  will  not  print  an 
EVANGELIST  the  fourth  Saturday  in  July,  nor  the  la.st 
Saturday  in  December.  Our  permit  with  the  United  States 
Post  Office  has  been  changed  to  comply  with  the  new 
arrangement. 


Spiritual  riDebitations 

Rev.  Dyoll  Belote 

"HUMP"  YOURSELF! 

"Study  to  be  quiet,  and  to  do  your  own  business,  an< 
to  work  with  your  hands." — I  Thessalonians  4:11. 

An  amusing,  and  yet  suggestive  story  comes  to  lighi 
about  a  little  lad  who  had  attended  the  church  service 
with  his  parents  (and  where  all  children  should  be -as 
well  as  the  parents — at  the  worship  hour)  on  Sunday,  A1 
the  dinner  hour  it  occurred  to  the  "grown  ups"  to  quizz 
the  little  fellow  as  to  what  he  remembered  about  the 
sex-vice.  He  had  missed  the  greater  part  of  the  preach- 
er's thought,  but  he  was  sure  he  remembered  the  text, 
which  he  declared  was:  "He  that  humpeth  himself  sliall 
be  exalted." 

In  the  very  outset  of  our  meditation  we  must  admit 
that  the  lad  had  listened  to  a  good  homilist,  for  it  is  a 
good  minister  that  can  get  that  lesson  across,  even  to  a 
child.  Too  many  times,  it  is  true  that  folks  sit  and 
wring  their  hands  and  exclaim,  "How  can  I  stand  it? 
What  shall  I  do?"  Exaltation,  or  the  experience  of  being 
lifted  out  of  depression  or  discouragement,  comes  from 
getting  to  work,  from  "humping  ourselves." 

The  arrangement  of  our  modem  civilization  gives  folks 
more  and  more  time  free  from  required  labor.  And  idle 
hands  and  brains  are  still  apt  to  become  entangled  in 
some  of  Satan's  schemes.  And,  too,  with  the  greater 
idleness  come  accompanying — or  resulting — mental  and 
nei"vous  disturbances.  The  treatment  recommended  by 
psychiatrists,  work  to  do  with  our  hands — and  which  also 
occupies  our  minds, — just  adapts  the  secret  of  the  Mas- 
ter in  relieving  the  taut  conditions  of  idle  hands  and 
brain.  Jesus  knew — and  men  have  found  it  true  and  ben- 
eficial— that  His  disciples  would  be  happy  if  they  would 
work  vnth  Him  in  the  Kingdom,  seeking  the  happiness 
of  themselves  and  others,  and  finding  most  happiness  in 
reversing  the  order  and  seeking  the  happiness  of  others 
first,  and  their  own  afterward.  Find  some  task  that  min- 
isters to  the  blessing  of  mankind,  and  then  HUMP 
yourself. 
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WARSAW,  INDIANA 

During  the  past  four  years,  through  items  of  interest 
gleaned  from  bulletins,  "missionettes,"  news  letters,  etc., 
sent  by  our  pastor,  Rev.  Eugene  J.  Beekley,  much  of  the 
news  of  our  church  has  been  publicized.  But  now.  Rev. 
.Beekley  is  starting  a  new  field  of  labor,  as  Chaplain  in 
the    U.    S.    A.    F.,    present  location,  Sampson  A.  F.  B., 
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Geneva,  New  York.  Mrs.  Becklcy  and  sons,  Charles  and 
Phillip,  will  soon  join  him.  Wc  voice  our  appreciation  for 
their  services  here,  and  our  prayers  and  good  wishes  go 
with  them. 

Sunday,  June  7th,  Mr.  Harold  Hummel,  of  Goshen,  In- 
diana, delivered  a  challenging  address.  His  theme  was, 
"Who  Is  On  the  Lord's  Side?"  Sunday,  June  14th,  the 
Daily  Vacation  Bible  School  Program  was  given  by  the 
children  of  the  School,  under  the  auspices  of  their  in- 
structors. Rev.  Donald  McCIintlock  will  supply  the  pulpit 
for  six  weeks.  He  is  director  of  the  Service  Men's  Center, 
Washington,  D.  C.  We  are  having  no  Sunday  evening  ser- 
vices during  June.  Beginning  in  July,  we  will  join  other 
Warsaw  churches  in  union  evening  worship. 

The  attendance  at  all  services  has  been  fair,  with  the 
largest  attendance  at  the  Sunday  morning  worship.  A  ser- 
vice for  the  deaf  is  held  at  the  morning  hour.  Our  Daily 
Vacation  Bible  School  was  held  the  early  part  of  June. 

All  Auxiliaries  of  the  church,  which  includes  Sunday 
School,  W.  M.  S.,  S.  M.  M.,  and  Laymen,  are  active  in 
their  efforts  to  reach  their  goals,  and  assist  in  every  way, 
the  Christian  program.  Too,  it  might  be  added  that  we 
are  old-fashioned  enough  to  hold  Mid-week  prayer  ser- 
vices. Oftimes  the  attendance  is  small,  but  the  Word 
says,  "For  where  two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in 
my  name,  there  am  I  in  the  midst  of  them." 

In  a  constantly  changing  world,  people  are  still  people, 
and  the  message  of  salvation  is  for  each  individual.  May 
we  as  a  church  be  stirred  to  greater  efforts  to  spread 
this  message. 

Mrs.  Jennie  Bennett,  Cor.  Sec,  Warsaw  Indiana. 

FLORA,   INDIANA 

We  present  a  few  more  items  of  interest  from  the 
Flora  Church. 

On  April  21st,  our  Pastor,  Brother  C.  A.  Stewart  and 
his  wife  went  to  Bryan,  Ohio,  where  Brother  Stewart 
gave  the  address  at  the  60th  Anniversary  progi'am  of  our 
church  in  that  city. 

Sunday  evening,  April  26th,  Rev.  L.  W.  Shultz  showed 
pictures  of  his  travels  through  most  of  the  European 
coimtries.  The  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  the  Walnut 
Stump  church  were  invited.  A  nice  crowd  was  present, 
and  we  are  glad  to  report  that  it  was  a  very  enjoyable 
evening. 

Other  items  of  interest:  The  Miss  Andrews'  Bible 
Classes  gave  a  lovely  program  in  our  Church  the  evening 
of  May  17th.  Our  Union  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School  was 
held  from  May  25th  to  June  5th.  Our  Communion  was 
held  on  May  24th  with  a  large  attendance. 

—Mrs.  L.  D.  Allen,  Cor.  Sec. 

PLEASANT  HILL,  OHIO,  REVIVAL 

We  were  invited  by  the  Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio,  Brethren 
for  a  meeting  beginning  March  1st  and  continuing 
through  March  15th,  thus  giving  us  three  Sundays. 

Brother  Sibert  and  his  members  had  well-prepared 
plans,  and  being  a  great  personal  worker,  saw  to  it  that 


we  never  lacked  an  opportunity  to  speak  to  thoHf:  who 
knew  not  the  L<jrd. 

The  members  gave  real  support  to  the  evangeliHt,  many 
of  them  being  present  every  night  of  the  entire  meeting, 
expressing  a  desire  that  the  meeting.s  might  continue.  We 
had  members  from  every  denomination  of  the  city  at- 
tending,  as   well   as  delegations. 

Brother  Dennis  Snell,  a  deeply  consecrated  man,  zealous 
for  souls,  was  our  music  director,  and  it  was  a  great  joy 
to  work  with  him.  Our  stay  at  PIea.sant  Hill  was  with 
Brother  and  Sister  Sibert,  where  we  were  made  to  feel 
at  home.  We  enjoyed  a  blessed  fellowship  with  them. 
We  made  many  new  fi'iends,  had  meals  in  the  various 
homes  and  wish  to  say,  "Thank  You,"  again,  for  all  your 
hospitality. 

■Brother  Sibert  will  make  a  report  on  the  results  of 
the  meeting.  May  the  Lord  bless  the  efforts  of  this  faith- 
ful pastor  and  people  as  they  continue  to  work  for  Him. 

— D.  C.  White. 


MANY  UNUSUAL  FEATURES  WILL  SPARK 
THE  BRETHREN  YOUTH  CONFERENCE 

In  an  effort  to  give  new  approach  to  the  ysarly 
Brethren  Youth  Conference,  leaders  have  revised 
the  program,  and  have  added  a  number  of  feat- 
ures designed  to  make  it  more  interesting. 

The  Conference  grows  each  year  in  popularity, 
and  this  year  plans  are  being  made  for  300  youth. 
A  large  tent  has  been  secured  to  give  ample  room 
for  holding  the  youth  meetings.  Young  people 
who  come  will  hear  Dr.  Harcld  Kuhn  under  the 
Gospel  Big  Top.  His  return  from  Europe  just 
prior  to  Confei'^nce  will  add  to  his  effectiveness 
in  speaking  to  youth. 

Other  features  include  the  dress-up  banqueL 
picnic  at  the  Conservation  Farm,  recreation,  com- 
munion, plus  good  singing  and  fellowship. 

Plan  to  spend  your  week  at  Conference  August 
17th-23rd. 

AHENTION:  PENNSYLVANIA 
BROTHERHOOD  BOYS 

We  voted  at  our  last  District  Conference  to  pay  Dis- 
trict Dues,  10c  per  member,  to  GARY  HAGERICH,  Cone- 
maugh,  Penna.,  R.  D.  No.  1.  Now  if  you  have  foi-gotten 
this  obligation,  please  send  your  dues  to  Gary  before  July 
11th,  so  we  can  use  it  at  District  Conference  (July  20th 
to  23rd)  at  Vinco. 
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SPECIAL    PROGRAMS    FOR   THE    SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 

By  Charlotte  Arnold.  55  profrranis  for  special 
dnys  and  pocasioiis,  with  rt'oitations  fov  each 
prosram  and  suK.-t'sti'd  roles  cliildn'n  can  take. 
A  tint'  iHoa  and  souroeliooU  for  Siindny-sfliool 
supcriuttndents.    No.   S167.    Price.    $2.50. 

HOW   TO   SPEAK   AND   PRAY   IN   PUBLIC 

By  J.  Vernon  Jacobs.  Practical  book  arranjrod 
I'lir  individual  or  sroii])  use,  with  assiKuments 
for  each  lesson.  Includes  voice  exerci  cs.  dis- 
cusses how  to  overcome  fear,  how  to  jiray,  i>re- 
side,  plan  proirvauis.  etc.  0()  papres,  paper  No. 
2939.    Price.  95c. 

HOW   TO   LEAD  A  BIBLE   SCHOOL 

By  W.  Edward  Raffety.  17  inspirational,  friendly 
talks  to  llie  sMperinlendent.  Chnrcli-school  or- 
ganizations, leadership,  records,  finance,  promo- 
tion, wor-ihip,  evaufrelism,  mission,  etc.,  are 
treated.    No.  2932.    Prico,  $1.75. 

FOUR-MINUTE  TALKS  FOR  SUPERINTENDENTS 

By  K.  L.  Webb.  52  four-minute  talks  thai-  touch 
the  common]il.'ice  things  and  homely  activities  of 
evervd.iv  living  iu  which  the  great  truths  of  God 
are  "found.     110    ]>ages.     No.    2889.     Price.    $1.85. 

MORE    FOUR-MINUTE   TALKS   FOR 
SUPERINTENDENTS 

By  K.  L.  Webb.  A  sequel  to  first  book,  with  52 
more   everyday   talks.    No.   3038.    Price.    $1.35. 

THE   SUNDAY   SCHOOL   HANDBOOK 

By  James  DeForest  Murch.  A  digest  of  Sunrlay- 
si  hool  princiiiles,  oricanizatinns.  and  methods  for 
busy  leaders.  14  cliapters,  with  iHwRrams  and 
bihliocraphies.  coverinj  every  itn  i-irtaut  iili.-'ie  of 
Sunday-school  work.  79  pages,  paper.  No.  3201. 
Price.  45c. 


HOW  TO  TEACH 

By  E.  W.  Thornton  and  C.  J.  Sharp.  A  scientifio 
Btndybook  of  mind  and  method  presented  so 
clearly  that  it  is  practical  for  parents,  tea-hers, 
and  training  classes.  128  pages,  paper.  No.  2940. 
Price.   95c. 


CHRISTIAN    EDUCATION    AND    THE    LOCAL 
CHURCH 

By  James  DeForest  Murch.  Modern  church-school 
principles  and  practices  are  ni^'n  and  by  t)ie  New  Testament  norm.  A 
<-f>mprehengive  "nir  t"  for  all  <-hurch  leaders  and  workers.  416  pages. 
No.   2759.     Price.    $3.25. 

3   Invaluable  "How  to  Conduct"  Booklets 


■M'.ff  y*i*ji  KHft  tin,  tdptctut'ief] 


■^mm 


BIBLE 
SCHOOL 


.A#^y 


Uandhocrk. 


::.3A'HE5'"OEPORE.ST;>iaR(a;  t 


how.  . 

10  orgwiiu 

«nd  conduct  a 
•ucceMful 

Bible  Cla$s 


how 

to,  conduct  the 

Workers- 
Conference 


.how 

'to  build. 
Sunday  School 
Attendance 


HOW  TO  ORGANIZE  AND  CONDUCT  A 
SUCCESSFUL  BIBLE  CLASS.  Bv  Uuy  P. 
Leavltt.  Kxplains  why  and  how  to  do  it.  Dis- 
cusses the  officers,  their  qualifical  ions  and 
duties,  the  program,  attendance,  classroom, 
and    e(|uipuient.     No.   2930.     Price,    each,    30j. 

THE  WOEKEES'  CONFERENCE.   By  Guy  P. 

Leavltt.  Outlines  the  confirence  purpose,  how 
it  should  bo  set  up,  monthly  and  yearly  i)ro- 
grams,  successful  conducting,  how  to  promote 
att.'ndance,   etc.    No.   2925.     Price,    30c. 

HOW  TO  BUILD  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  AT- 
TENDANCE. By  Guy  P.  Loavltt.  Ideas  for 
liciildinK  ;]ltendanco,  with  campaigns  for  im;w 
members  and  absentees.    No.  2931.    Price,  30c. 
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God  is  in  every  tomorrow, 

Therefore  I  live  for  today, 
Certain  of  finding  at  sunrise, 

Guidance  and  strength  for  the  way; 
Power  for  each  moment  of  weakness; 

Hope  for  each  moment  of  pain, 
Comfort  for  every  sorrow, 

Sunshine  and  joy  after  rain. 

God  is  in  every  tomorrow. 

Planning  for  you  and  for  me; 
E'en  in  the  dark  will  I  follow. 

Trust  where  my  eyes  cannot  see. 
Stilled  by  His  promise  of  blessing, 

Soothed  by  the  touch  of  His  hand, 
Confident  in  His  protection, 

Knowing  my  life-path  is  planned. 

God  is  in  every  tomorrow. 

Life  with  its  changes  may  come. 
He  is  behind  and  before  me. 

While  in  the  distance  shines  home! 
Home — where  no  thought  of  tomorrow 

Ever  can  shadow  my  brow. 
Home — in  the  presence  of  Jesus, 

Through  all  eternity — now! 

— Author  unknown. 
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Items  of  general  Interest 


ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  At  the  Laymen's  Public 
Sen-ice,  held  Sunday  evening,  June  21st,  the  guest 
speaker  was  H.  R.  Raymond,  Superintendent  of  the  near- 
by Maryland  State  Reformatory.  Brother  Freeman  Ank- 
rum adds  that,  "Mr.  Robert  Robert  Clopper,  a  member 
and  assistant  teacher  of  their  Men's  Bible  Class  is  As- 
sistant Superintendent  of  the  Reformatory." 

In  Brother  Ankrum's  June  28th  bulletin  we  note  that  in 
speaking  of  Brother  Dyoll  Belote,  that  "He  was  up  in  a 
wheel  chair  and  able  to  move  from  place  to  place."  The 
date  of  his  discharge  from  the  hospital  was  not  certain 
at  that  time.  Let's  remember  Brother  and  Sister  Belote 
in  our  prayers  at  this  time. 

HAGERSTOWN,  MARYLAND.  Dr.  W.  D.  Furry,  Pro- 
fessor   in    Ashland    College     and     Seminary,     was     guest 
speaker    in    the     Hagerstown     church,     Sunday    morning 
June  21st.  ^' 

The  Homemaker's  Guild  of  the  Hagerstown  church  vis- 
ited the  San  Mar  Home  recently  and  brought  entertain- 
ment for  the  children. 

The  Church  School  picnic  was  held  on  Wednesday,  July 
l8t  at  Pangbom   Park.   At  the  Vesper  Service,    held    in 
conjunction  with  the  picnic.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Glenn  Shank 
MKssionaries  to  th«   Philippian   Islands,  brought  spiritual 
meditations. 

WAYNESBORO,  PENNA.  WAYNE  HEIGHTS    A  very 
special  evening  service  was  held  on  June  28th,  in  which 


the  entii'e  service  was  centered  on  hymn  singing.  A  se 
nion  outline  w^s  printed  in  the  bulletin,  and  each  poii 
was  followed  by  a  number  of  hymns.  There  were  aboi 
six  points,  and  about  16  hymns  were  listed,  all  or  pai 
of  each  one  being  sung.  This,  coupled  with  the  reguls 
scripture,  prayer,  offering  and  announcements,  constitute 
the  service.  If  you  are  interested  in  a  service  of  th: 
type,  you  might  write  to  Brother  N.  V.  Leatherman,  ij 
D.  4,  Waynesboro,  Pennsylvania,  for  further  informatio: 

JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  SECOND.  The  Father  an 
Son  banquet  was  held  Friday  evening,  June  19th.  Robei 
Blough,  of  the  Third  Brethren  Church,  Johnstown,  an 
Fred  Brant,  of  the  Berlin  Brethren  church,  both  activi 
Laymen  in  the  Pennsylvania  District,  were  the  speaker 
at  the  occasion.  Brother  Bruce  Shanholtz  reports  an  at 
tendance  of  43  men  and  boys,  and  11  women  and  girh 

The  Moxham  Union  Sunday  Evening  service  for  Jul 
5th  was  held  in  this  church. 

MASONTOWN,  PENNA.  The  Masontown  church  i 
soon  to  undergo  a  complete  redecorating  job,  .accordinj 
to  Brother  William  Reeling's  bulletin. 

The  Boys'  Brotherhood  presented  the  worship  servioi 
on  Father's  Day,  in  honor  of  their  fathers. 

CAMERON,  W.  VA.  June  28th  was  a  big  day  in  th 
Cameron  church.  The  W.  M.  S.  presented  their  publi 
program  at  the  morning  service.  At  the  evening  service 
the  film,  "Sunrise  Over  Nigeria,"  was  shown.  Brothe: 
Robert  Holsinger  adds,  "This  film  will  give  us  a  bette: 
conception  of  the  work  the  Bischofs  are  entering. 

Brother  Holsinger  reports  three  being  baptized  into  th 
Cameron  church  on  June  7th,  and  four  babies  dedicate< 
on  June  14th. 

QUIET  DELL,  PENNA.  The  W.  M.  S.  is  planning  U 
buy  pulpit  chairs  for  the  Quiet  Dell  Church. 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  A  dedication  service  for  Gratis'  ne^v 
hymn  books  was  held  recently. 

Brother  William  S.  Crick,  in  speaking  of  the  coming 
General  Conference  of  the  Brethren  Church,  heads  his 
bulletin  article,  "Suggested  Vacation  That  Gives  One  ,. 
'Lift'."  He  says,  "Why  not  plan  a  vacation  that  is  'dif- 
ferent?' The  Annual  .  .  .  Conference  .  .  .  affords  recre- 
ation, spiritual  inspiration,  and  an  opportunity  to  become 
better  acquainted  with  the  Lord  and  with  His  children  an 
represented  by  members  from  other  Brethren  Churches.' 

MUNCIE,  INDIANA.  A  carry-in  supper  was  held  re- 
cently at  which  time  three  young  people's  groups  were 
given  official  organization  in  the  Muncie  Church:  Boys 
Brotherhood,  Brethren  Youth  Crusaders,  and  Intermediatei 
Church.  A  sound  film  was  shovra  during  the  program. 

SPECIAL:  Brother  Eugene  J.  Beekley,  (Chaplain  at 
Sampson  Airforce  Base)  says  that  on  June  14th,  he  had 
325  in  his  service.  He  says  that  his  wife  and  children! 
have  now  joined  him  at  the  base.  On  Father's  Day,  Broth- 1 
er  Beekley  had  a  30  minute  TV  program  over  the  Roches- 
ter station.  He  said  they  had  a  very  fine  program,  with 
plenty  of  good  music  to  go  along  with  it. 


GENERAL  CONFERENCE 
AUGUST  17fh.23rd.  ASHLAND,  OHIO 


JULY  11,  1953 


f-!-I"!~M"f"}~lHH-M-+H 


H~l"l"H 


-HW- 


PAGF;  THlitiE 
-f-:-':-  ■i.-{-i..i..|..i..i..i..|..;..i..i..;..[.|..;-i..:..i-i>n 


jne  Editor's 


Pulpit 


<n 


Investments 


"Lay   up   for  yourselves  treasures   in   heaven." 

A  NYONE  WHO  HAS  ANY  "better  than  average" 
rv  amount  of  money  knows  something  about  making 
nvestments.  Stocks,  bonds,  business  investments,  real  es- 
;ate,  becomes  a  part  of  the  life's  blood.  IVo  things  con- 
;em  the  individual  planning  an  investment.  First,  the 
safety  of  his  money,  and,  Second,  the  amount  of  return. 

The  merry  whii-1  (and  worry)  which  accompanies  this 
jrocess  is  evident  in  today's  economic  life.  Much  valuable 
;ime,  energy,  and  disposition  is  used  up  in  seeking  to  in- 
y^est  money,  or  in  choosing  to  purchase  things  with  our 
noney. 

The  "almighty  dollar"  is  the  "god"  of  too  many  lives 
koday.  Even  in  bold  type  face,  this  is  an  understatement. 
iVe  grant  that  in  today's  losing  struggle  against  rising 
trices,  we  tend  to  become  completely  concerned  with  mak- 
ng  a  non-increasing  pay  check  i-each  to  ever  increasing 
prices.  In  many,  many  homes,  this  is  a  problem.  Often 
;he  husband  and  the  wife  both  work  to  "keep  the  wolf 
)utside."  Again  this  places  the  emphasis  on  "earning 
noney."  This  is  often  necessary,  since  to  do  otherwise 
A^ould  mean  a  financial  panic  in  many  families.  We  la- 
nent  the  fact  that  today's  economic  muddle  is  so  serious 
;hat  we  too  often  must  have  as  our  chief  concern,  the 
inancial  safety  of  our  families. 

However,  in  this,  the  dollar  does  not  have  to  be  wor- 
shipped, as  it  is  in  far  too  many  homes.  When  it  comes 
;o  the  place  where  the  gaining  of  a  dollar,  even  to  the 
sacrifice  of  home  life,  service  to  God,  attendance  in  His 
louse  of  worship,  or  the  short-changing  of  God  on  our 
;ithes  and  offerings  to  Him,  then  we  are  worshipping  the 
ioUar.  Under  such  circumstances,  the  dollar  becomes  an 
idol  just  as  concrete  as  an  idol  of  stone,  before  which 
Ne  bow  and  fawn  as  a  slaved  worshipper. 

Money,  rightly  used  is  a  good  thing.  God  has  blessed 
as  with  it,  and  has  given  us  the  wisdom  whereby  we 
night  make  good  use  of  what  we  have.  Obtaining  a 
right  balance  between  that  which  belongs  to  God  and 
;hat  which  we  can  use  for  ourselves,  is  a  joyful  experi- 
ence; one  that  can  bring  much  satisfaction  and  happiness 
,0  us.  Investments  in  the  work  of  God,  for  now  and  eter- 
lity,  will  bring  more  lasting  satisfaction  than  anything 
)f  this  life  for  which  we  might  spend  our  money. 

Thus,  we  would  like  to  have  you  meditate  upon  the 
"elation  of  earthly  investments  and  heavenly  investments. 


We  are  told  to  set  our  affections  on  things  above.  We 
are  told  to  lay  up  our  treasures  in  heaven  for  where  our 
treasure  is,  there  also  is  our  heart  interest.  This  simple 
appeal  appears  in  the  scriptures,  yes,  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment, which  for  Brethren,  is  the  rule  of  faith  and  prac- 
tice. Yet,  something  seems  to  be  wrong  somewhere. 

Either  the  appeal  from  heaven  is  weak,  and  unappeal- 
ing,— or  our  hearts  are  turned  only  to  earthly  levels  of 
thinking,  for,  a  casual  observation  convinces  us  that 
earthly  investments  are  the  most  important  to  us. 

For  instance,  we  purchase  conveniences  in  life — we  in- 
vest .any  extra  money  we  have  in  bonds,  real  estate,  etc. 
From  these  we  hope  to  derive  pleasure,  comfort  and 
ease.  Yet,  we  really,  in  these,  have  nothing  that  we  can 
count  on  for  sure.  Fire,  theft,  war,  plunder,  rust,  antiq- 
uity, etc.,  rob  us  of  our  possessions,  and  makes  us  dis- 
satisfied with  what  we  have. 

Too,  we  are  amazed  at  the  number  of  people  who  feel 
that  in  the  possession  of  things  is  the  richness  of  life. 
"If  we  only  had  this,  or  if  we  only  had  that,  we  would 
be  happy."  There  is  a  certain  amount  of  satisfaction,  we 
admit,  in  the  purchase  of  something  new.  The  anticipa- 
tion of  purchase,  the  actual  purchasing,  the  taking  home, 
and  the  newness  of  it  in  the  home,  brings  a  sense  of 
satisfaction.  Yet,  our  candid  observation  is  that  the 
purchase  of  something  new  rather  than  giving  real 
satisfaction,  really  provides  an  expensive  divei'sion  from 
the  ordinary  course  of  life.  But  as  to  giving  satisfaction, 
earthly  possessions  in  themselves  do  not  do  that.  There's 
always  something  better  "next  year"  to  make  us  dissat- 
isfied with  what  we  have.  We  can  best  illustrate  this,  and 
also  can  show  to  what  extremes  such  a  course  ^^"ill  take 
by  illustration.  Several  years  ago  this  scribe  took  pos- 
session of  a  brand  new  car.  Just  as  we  were  ready  to 
drive  it  away  from  the  dealer's  show  i-oom  a  remark  was 
made  by  the  dealer  which  shows  how  quickly  the  satis- 
faction of  earthly  things  could  pass  away.  He  spoke  of 
some  gadget  which  was  not  a  part  of  the  new  car  that 
year.  But  he  said,  "You  drive  this  two  yeai-s,  and  then 
come  back  for  another  new  one,  and  that  gadget  will  be 
on  them  by  that  time."  Before  we  had  even  turned  the 
key  to  start  our  new  car,  we  were  given  the  first  lesson 
in  becoming  dissatisfied;  looking  forward  to  "two  yeai-s 
hence." 

Of  course,  this  scribe  was  not  "led  astray."  For  we 
had  long  before  realized  that  there  is  no  real  satisfaction 
in  earthly  possessions.  And  woe  to  that  Christian  whose 
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Each  of  the  chapters  of  the  Gospel  of  John  contain  a 
word  picture  of  Christ.  Twenty-one  Brethren  ministers 
present,  in  this  series  of  devotional  articles  the  "develop- 
ment" of  these  pictures,  chapter  by  chapter.  We  urge  you 
to  read  each  chapter,  and  each  of  the  articles  as  they 
appear;  thereby  coming  to  a  deeper  understanding  of  ou^• 
Saviour.  His  purpose,  and  His  work. — W.  S.  B. 
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/.   Qlmst,    7he   Water  Of  Life 


"Rev.  WiHiam  flnderson 


JOHN,  THE  BELOVED,  wrote  the  fourth  Gos- 
pel with  a  definite  purpose  in  mind :  "That  ye 
may  believe  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  Son  of 
God ;  and  that  believing  ye  may  have  life  in  his 
name"  In  order  to  effect  his  purpose,  John  pre- 
sents our  Lord  in  a  unique  fashion  in  each  chap- 
ter of  his  book.  Thei'e  is  no  more  beautiful  illus- 
tration of  this  fact  than  chaptei*  seven  where  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  acknowledged  as  "The  Wa- 
t^r  of  Life." 

This  presentation  of  "Christ,  the  Water  of 
Life"  is  derived  from  the  words  of  Jesus  Himself 
as  He  witnessed  the  ceremonies  in  conjunction 
with  the  Feast  of  Tabernacles.  At  this  feast,  the 
Jews  dwelt  in  booths,  commemorating  the  wil- 
derness life  of  ancient  Israel.  They  recalled  the 
goodness  of  God's  miraculous  blessings  upon  their 
nation.  It  was  on  the  eighth  day,  the  last  day  of 
the  feast,  that  wa  fmd  Jesus  in  the  temple.  On 
each  of  the  sev'en  preceding  days,  water  was 
drawn  in  a  golden  pitcher  from  the  pool  of  Si- 
loam  and  carried  in  procession  to  the  temple  to  be 
offered  by  the  priests.  This  was  done  in  remem- 
brance of  the  water  which  Moses  had  brought 
forth  from  the  riven  rock. 

Looking  upon  this  scene,  Jesus  saw  that  among 
the  multitudes  and  the  weary  throng  were  count- 
less souls  hungering  and  thirsting.  Not  for  mate- 
rial food,  nor  for  some  mere  religious  ceremony 
of  by-gone  days;  but  longing  for  that  which 
would  quench  and  satisfy  their  spiritual  thirst. 
Moved  by  an  inward  compulsion  that  would  not 
be  .stopped,  The  Christ,  Grxl's  Anointed  Ono,  sud- 


Text:  John  7-37 


denly  cried  out  with  a  loud  voice:  "IF  AN, 
MAN  THIRST,  LET  HIM  COME  UNTO  MI 
AND  DRINK."  Thus  He  was  claiming  for  Hin| 
self  the  power  to  do  for  a  weary,  unsatisfie 
thirsty  world  what  the  riven  rock  had  done  fc 
Israel  of  old.  More  than  that,  Jesus  was  claimin 
to  do  what  the  fountain  rock  could  not — to  pe', 
manently  satisfy  the  thirsting  soul.  When  Jesi 
was  dealing  with  the  Samaritan  woman  in  Joh 
four,  He  told  her:  "Whosoever  drinketh  of  thi 
water  (earthly  fountain  of  water)  shall  thiri 
again:  But  (notice  the  contrast)  whosoeve 
drinketh  of  the  water  that  I  shall  give  him  sha 
never  thirst."  How  dare  any  man  make  such  prt 
posterous  statements?  No  mere  man  can,  but  Je 
sus  Christ  is  not  simply  man,  but  the  God-Mar 
the  Divine  Son  of  God ! 

The  words  of  our  text,  "Come  unto  me  ani 
drink,"  constitute  a  great  invitation.  Perhap 
when  "invitation"  is  mentioned  onie  thinks  mor 
of  Matthew  11 :28 :  "Come  unto  me  .  .  .  and  rest. 
But  are  not  these  two  verses  inseparable?  Jesu 
says  in  Matthew,  "Come  and  rest,  ye  weary  ones 
In  John,  He  invites,  "Come  and  drink,  ye  thirst; 
ones."  Both  are  addressed  to  the  needy  soul.  W 
immediately  realize  that  Christ  uttered  thes 
words  because  He  was  aware  of  the  great  spirit 
ual  need  among  men — a  longing  of  the  soul  whid 
cannot  be  remedied  by  physical  or  materia 
means.  Is  this  so?  Indeed  it  is,  as  every  hones 
heart  will  acknowledge. 

There  is  an  inner  thirst  of  the  inner  man  tha 
is  deeper  and  strongsr  than    the    thirst    of    thi 
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tody.  There  is  a  thirst  which  can  only  be  satisfied 
rom  the  Fountain  of  Life  in  Christ!  Ciirist  longs 
0  come  into  the  human  heart — into  yours,  and 
nto  mine — and  bring  perfect  satisfaction  and 
ufficiency.  The  invitation  is  extended  to  every 
lee'dy  heart,  "Let  him  come  and  drink."  He  who 
omes  to  the  Savior  will  find  spiritual  refresh- 
nent.  The  law  can  not  do  this  for  him.  The  law 
an  neither  pacify  the  conscience  nor  purify  the 
leart.  And  surely  philosophy  is  of  no  avail  But 
ome  to  Christ,  the  Fountain  of  Living  Waters, 
,nd  the  inward  craving  of  the  soul  is  met! 

Yet  there  is  mentioned  here  something  n.ore 
han  the  initial  satisfying  of  thirst.  The  ytate- 
nent  of  Jesus  is  not  yet  complete.  For  those  who 
,ccept  His  invitation  He  extends  a  gracious 
)romise:  "He  that  believeth  on  me,  as  the  scrip- 
ure  hath  said,  out  of  his  belly  (innermost  being) 
hall  flow  rivers  of  living  water."' The  truth  of 
his  verse  should  bring  praise  to  our  lips!  Those 
vho  are  satisfied  by  Christ,  by  believing  on  Him, 
vill  themselves  become  sowrces  of  spiritual  bless- 
ng  and  channels  of  spiritvial  enlightenment. 

For  what  is  the  purpose  of  the  blessings  of 
jC'd?  Is  it  not  true  that  God  blesses  that  we 
night  in  turn  be  a  blessing?  The  Christian  who 
s  satisfied  with  Jesus,  and  finds  in  Him  the 
luench  for  his  own  burning  soul,  will  become  a 
channel  through  which  the  parched  lives  of 
)thers  are  watered. 

The  tragedy  is  that  so  few  of  God's  Children 
ire  usable  channels.  How  much  of  a  blessing  to 


others  are  you?  Am  I?  G.  Camplxjll  Morgan  ha« 
said:  "As  long  as  1  am  a  thirsty  soul,  I  can  sup- 
ply no  rivers  that  quench  the  thirst  of  other 
souls."  Could  this  be  the  reason  for  such  little  Ije- 
ing  accomplished  for  God?  Others  can  only  be 
reiached  as  they  are  touched  by  the  overflow  of 
blessing  from  our  own  life.  This  seventh  chapter 
of  John,  therefore,  reveals  "The  Overflowing 
Life."  But  there  can  be  no  overflowing  life  to 
others,  until  our  life  is  filled  and  .satisfied. 

The  secret  of  the  filled,  satisfied,  and  overflow- 
ing life  is  found  in  verse  thirty-nine  of  this 
S'Sventh  chapter  of  John.  The  writer  gives  it  in 
the  form  of  a  parenthetical  explanation  of  what 
Jesus  was  speaking.  "But  this  spake  He  (Jesus) 
of  the  Spirit,  which  they  that  believe  on  Him 
should  receive:  for  the  Holy  Ghost  was  not  yet 
given  (had  not  yet  come)  ;  because  that  Jesus  was 
not  yet  glorified."  And  so,  says  Jesus,  the  thirsty 
one  who  accepts  my  invitation  and  comes  and 
drinks,  thus  believing  on  Me,  will  receive  the 
Spring  of  life,  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  satisfy  the 
craving  of  his  heart,  and  fill  his  life  to  overflow- 
ing, making  him  a  blessing  to  others ! 

Ah,  the  wonders  of  it  all!  The  Saint  of  God, 
who  is  submissive  to  the  Will  of  God,  finds  in 
himself,  not  a  pitcher  of  living  water — for  this 
will  eventually  run  dry;  but,  rather,  "rivers  of 
living  water,"  An  abundant  supply  that  will 
never  be  exhausted ! 

Why  is  it,  then,  that  this  is  not  the  Christiaji 
norm?  Why  do  so  few  experience  the  overflo\vIng 
life  ?  Certainly  the  supply  is  not  limited  I  And 
neither  is  God  unwilling  to  give!  Then  it  must  be 
because  either  we  have  not  fully  appropriated 
Christ,  the  Water  of  Life  for  ourselves,  or,  there 
is  some  hindrance  stopping  the  fountain. 

Jesus  Christ  undertakes  to  satisfy  every  natui-- 
al  want,  innocent  craving,  and  spiritual  aspira- 
tion men  have.  He  longs  to  come  into  our  own 
heart  and  bring  perfect  satisfaction  and  sufi- 
ciency.  He  is  anxious  to  convert  our  life  into  a 
channel  through  which  rivers  of  Living  ^^'ater 
shall  flow. 

— Sergeantsville,  New  Jersej*. 
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Missionary    Department 


T^iew  Mission  V/or\ers  For  Kentuc\y 


MARGARET  LOWERY.  R.N. 


It  has  been  well  said  that  "All  art  is  the  process  of 
making  the  world  a  better  place  in  which  to  live"  (John 
Dewey).  In  keeping  with  this  definition,  Miss  Margaret 
Lowery  is  an  artist  in  the  real  sense  of  the  word;  she  is 
always   helping   to   make  the   world   a   better  place. 

For  a  number  of  years  she  has  been  interested  in  Ken- 
tucky and  for  .several  summers  has  spent  her  vacations 
in  charge  of  young  people's  work  groups  that  helped  at 
Lost  Creek  with  projects,  painting,  repairing — even  lay- 
ing walks  for  the  school  grounds. 

In  the  fall  Margaret  is  going  to  Krypton,  Kentucky, 
to  work  among  the  people  there,  where  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fred  Kinzie  recently  left.  With  her  training  as  a  regis- 
tered nurse  and  a  school  teacher,  she  should  be  qualified 
to  perform  a  wonderful  .service  in  this  field. 

Margaret  comes  originally  from  St.  James,  Maryland. 
She  received  her  B.S.  in  elementary  education  at  Madi- 
son College  in  Harrisonburg,  Virginia,  and  taught  in  the 
Washington  County,  Maryland,  schools. 

Later  Margaret  earned  the  R.N.  degree  in  the  Wash- 
ington County  Hospital  at  Hagerstown,  Maryland.  For 
several  years  sho  has  served  as  Instructor  of  Nurses  at 
Samaritan  Hospital  in  Ashland,  Ohio. 

In  addition  to  the  obligations  of  her  profession,  Mar- 
garet is  always  busy  with  "extra-professional"  activities. 
She  has  served  many  times  on  the  Southwestern  District 
summer  camp  staff  and  on  the  National  Christian  En- 
deavor Board.   She  has  been  a  successful  worker  among 


young  people — she  understands  them  and  has  their  n 
spect. 

Margaret  has  been  proof  of  the  old  adage:  "If  yc 
want  a  job  done,  ask  a  busy  person  to  do  it";  and  v. 
might  add,  "When  she  does  it,  it  is  done  well." 

The  extent  and  nature  of  her  activities  at  Krypton  ai 
not  clearly  defined  yet;  but  of  this  we  are  certain:  sh 
will  make  a  very  valuable  contribution  to  the  work.  W 
are  most  fortunate  to  have  her  services. 

Our  hats  are  off  to  you,  Miss  Lowery! 


WANDA  BEAL 


This  fall  a  new  worker  will  go  to  Lost  Creek,  Ken- 
tucky, in  the  person  of  Wanda  Beal,  from  Mansfield, 
Ohio. 

Wada  received  her  A.B.  degree  and  some  of  her  sem- 
inary preparation  from  Ashland  College,  and  graduated 
from  Bethany  Seminary  in  June  1953. 

She  has  been  accepted  for  missionary  work  in  Africa 
but  will  spend  a  year  doing  home  missionary  work  at 
Lost  Creek  before  going  to  Africa.  She  should  be  a  great 
help  to  the  hard-working  staff  down  there,  and  the  ex- 
perience should,  in  turn,  be  valuable  to  her. 

We  are  thankful  for  her  consecration  and  desire  to  be 
of  service.  Best  wishes  to  you,  Wanda.  May  you  be 
greatly  blessed  and  be  a  blessing  to  others! 


I 
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JOHN  F.  LOCKE 

RECEIVES 

DEGREE 

DOCTOR  OF  LAWS 

AT 

ASHLAND  COLLEGE 

COMMENCEMENT 


President  Clayton  congratulates  Dr.  Locke  immediately  after  the  confer- 
ring of  the  Degree.  Left  to  Right:  Dr. Glenn  L.  Clayton,  President  of  Ashland 
College,  Dr.  Locke,  Dr.  L.  E.  Lindower,  Dean  of  Ashland  College,  and  Dr. 
W.  D.  Furry,  of  the  Ashland  College  Faculty. 


At  the  annual  Commencement  of  Ashland  College,  held 
in  the  Memorial  Chapel,  on  June  1st,  Rev.  John  F.  Locke 
was  given  the  degree  Doctor  of  Laws.  Rev.  Locke  is  well 
known  to  all  Brethren  for  his  work  in  the  Denomina- 
tion. He  is  the  Pastor  of  the  Bethlehem  and  Mt.  Olive 
Virginia  Brethren  Churches,  and  is  the  writer  of  the 
Practical  Applications  for  the  Sunday  School  Lessons  in 
the  Brethren  Bible  Class  Quarterly. 


CITATION  BY  DR.  W.  D.  FURRY 

President  Clayton: 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Faculty  of  Ashland 
College,  I  have  the  exceedingly  great  honor  to  present  the 
name  of  the  Reverend  John  Funk  Locke  to  be  admitted  to 
the  degree  Doctor  of  Laws  in  this  institution  together 
with  all  the  rights,  honors  and  privileges  to  the  degree 
appertaining. 

Mr.  Locke  is  an  alumnus  of  Ashland  College,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  degree  .Bachelor  of  Arts  in  the  class  of 
1925.  Later  he  was  admitted  to  the  degree  Master  of 
Arts  in  Religious  Education  in  Boston  University  (1926), 
and  the  degree  Bachelor  of  Divinity  in  Yale  University. 
(1928).  He  has  traveled  extensively,  including  a  trip  to 
the  Holy  Land  and  the  Mediterranean  Lands. 

A  duly  ordained  minister  in  the  Brethren  Church,  with 


long  pastorates  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley  of  Virginia,  he 
is  also  a  man  of  broad  churchmanship.  He  served  as  Field 
Secretary  of  the  Virginia  Council  of  Churches  for  two 
years.  His  interest  in  commmiity  affairs  has  been  most 
exemplary.  As  a  lecturer  on  alcoholism  and  other  out- 
standing social  problems  he  has  been  widely  heard  and 
has    proven    effective    everywhere    he    has    been    heard. 

As  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  he  has  already  made  a  most 
characteristic  contribution  to  the  Christian  thought  of  our 
times.  In  his  preaching  he  unites  the  moral  passion  of 
the  Prophet  with  the  keen  insight  of  a  well-disciplined 
mind — a  combination  which  is  as  difficult  as  it  is  most 
needed,  and  which  is  possible  only  because  it  is  necessary 
today.  Perhaps  one  may  add  \\-ithout  introducing  the  per- 
sonal note  too  much,  that  years  of  intimate  fellowship 
make  it  possible  to  bear  testimony  that  in  him  the  vir- 
tues of  a  Southern  Gentleman  and  scholar,  and  the  gi-aces 
of  the  Christian  are  perfectly  united,  as  are  also  the  in- 
sight of  the  Philosopher  and  the  Pi'ophet  in  his  message. 
He  is  therefore  eminently  qualified  to  receive  the  degi^ee 
Doctor  of  Laws. 

Therefore,  with  the  approval  of  the  faculty  of  Ashland 
College,  I  have  both  pride  and  pleasure  in  pi-esejiting 
John  Funk  Locke  to  be  admitted  to  the  degi-ee  Doctor 
of  Laws,  this  first  day  of  June  1953,  %\ith  all  the  Rights, 
Honors,  and  Pi-i\aleges  thereiinto  appeitaining. 
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ATTENTION 

Delegates  To  General  Conference 

Plans  are  now  being  made  to  entertain  you  during 
Conference  week.  The  same  rates  for  room  and  board 
will  prevail  another  year. 

The  thiixi  and  part  of  the  second  floor  of  the  dormi- 
tory will  be  resened  for  Sisterhood  Girls,  and  the  rates 
ai-e  as  follows: 

Six  nights,  one    in  a  room 14.00;  single  nights.  ..  .75c 

Si.\  nights,  two  in  a  room $2.75;  single  nights 50c 

(Girls   will   furnish   own   bed   linens   and   blankets) 

A  Clerk  will  be  on  duty  to  receive  room  payments 
upon  your  arrival. 

Boys  attending  Conference  will  be  accommodated  at 
Glenn  Haller  Court.  Room,  six  nights,  $3.00. 

I.MPORTANT— Bring  own  bed  linen  and  blankets!  The 
$3.00  is  payable  upon  arrival. 

Tlie  first  and  part  of  the  second  floor  of  the  dormitory 
will   be  reserved  for  women. 

Six  nights,  one  in    a  room. .  .$6.00;  Single  nights.  .  .$1.25 
Six  nights,  two  in  a  room.  .  .$4.50;  Single  nights.  .  .$1.00 

MEALS 

Six  day  meal  ticket   $10.00 

Individual  Meals: 

Breakfast — Choice    25c,  35c  and  50c* 

Dinners     85c 

Lunches    GOc 

•For  choice  of  breakfasts,  those  buying  the  week 
ticket  and  desiring  extra  menu,  will  pay  the  additional 
10  or  25c  to  the  cashier.  Tickets  provide  for  the  25c 
breakfast  only. 

The  first  meal  will  be  served  on  Monday  evening, 
August  17th,  and  the  last  meal  on  Sunday  noon,  August 
23rd. 

No  deposit  is  required  for  loom  resei-vations  either  on 
or  off  campus.  Delegates  rooming  off  campus  will  write 
directly  to  their  former  hosts  and  make  their  own  reser- 
vations. The  College  will  assist  new  delegates  who  do 
not  have  contracts  as  to  rooms.  They  in  tura  will  make 
their  reservations  for  succeeding  conferences. 

THE  OFF  CAMPUS  RATES  WILL  BE: 

One  in  a  room $1.50  per  day;  $6.00  per  week. 

Two  in  a  room  $2.00  per  day;  $8.00  per  week. 

Send  all  communications  to  A.  Glenn  Carpenter,  Busi- 
ness Manager,  Ashland  College,  Ashland,  Ohio. 


MISSIONARIES'  ITINERARIES 

The  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church  has  an- 
nounced the  following  itineraries  for  some  of  our  Mis- 
sionaries for  this  summer.  We  present  them  to  you,  urg- 
ing you  to  attend  when  they  are  in  your  church,  or  at 
the  church  nearest  you.  Exact  time  of  their  services  may 
be  secui-ed  from  the  local  pastors. 


BYLER-S  ITINERARY 

July     7-  9 — Vandergrift,   Pennsylvania 

July  10-12 — Johnstovra   (Third),  Pennsylvania 

July  14,15 — Brush  Valley  (Adrian),  Pennsylvania 

July  17-19 — Vinco,  Pennsylvania 

July  20-23 — Pennsylvania   Conference    (Vinco) 

July  24-26 — Berlin,  Pennsylvania 

July  27-30 — At  home  in  Ashland 

July  31-Aug.  2 — Canton,  Ohio  (Tentative) 

Aug.  11-23 — At  home  in  Ashland — General   Conference 

Sept.  12-14— Elkhart,  Indiana 

SHANK'S  ITINERARY 

July     7-  8 — Waynesboro,  Pennsylvania 

July        12 — Hagerstown,  Maryland 

July  14, 15 — Linwood  Maryland  (tentative) 

July  16, 17 — Meyersdale,  Pennsylvania 

July        19 — Terra  Alta,  West  Virginia  (tentative) 

July  20-23 — Pennsylvania   Conference    (Vinco) 

July       26 — Cameron,  West  Virginia 

July  28-29— Oak  Hill,  West  Virginia 

Aug.         2 — Masontown,  Pennsylvania 

Aug.     4,    5 — Jones  Mills,  Pennsylvania 

Aug.     6,    7 — Cumberland,  Maryland 
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PUBLICATION  DAY  OFFERING 

April  16— June  29,  1953 

(PLEASE  NOTE:  The  offerings  listed  below  are  those 
which  were  received  by  our  office  during  this  period. 
For  some  of  the  churches,  it  represents  just  a  partial  of- 
fering, a  quarterly  or  semi-annual  offering. — Editor.) 

North  Manchester,  Indiana  Brethren  Church   ...  $  100.00 

Loree,    Indiana,    Brethren    Church    50.00 

Williamstown,   Ohio,   Brethren   Church    22.92 

Waterloo,    Iowa,    Brethren    Church    84.00 

Park  Street,  Ashland,  Ohio,  Brethren  Ch.  (add'l)  1.00 

George   H.   Jones,  Johnstown,   Penna    10.00 

Mrs.  M.  H.  Hartman,  Warsaw,  Indiana  5.00 

Hillcrest,    Dayton,   Ohio,   Brethren  Church    100.00 

Total:    $    372.92 

Previously   reported    $  4,037.80 

Total  to  date   $4,410.72 
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3ear  Brethren: 

I  am  sure  you  will  be  glad  to  learn  that  the  Board  of 
iFrustees  of  Ashland  College  at  a  recent  meeting  ap- 
Iproved  the  beginning  of  construction  on  the  iilassroom 
jbuilding  which,  with  the  student  union  building,  will  re- 
place the  facilities  destroyed  by  the  burning  of  Founders' 
Hall.  These  buildings  are  a  vital  factor  in  the  develop- 
ing usefulness  of  Ashland  College  and  Seminary  to  the 
Brethren  Church.  Without  them,  the  years  of  sacrifice 
and  toil  of  faithful  Brethren  are  jeopardized;  with  them, 
new  vistas  of  sei-vice  and  growth  in  the  Lord's  work  ai'e 
sure  to  open. 

And  now,  this  great  blessing  and  opportunity  of  the 
Brethren  Church  seems  a  near  reality,  so  near  that  the 
Board  of  Trustees  voted  to  go  ahead  on  faith  that  the 
Brethren  would  rise  in  unified  concein  and  see  that  suf- 
ficient funds  are  available  to  proceed. 

The  total  amount  needed  is  $600,000.  Rather  large 
sums  of  this  have  already  been  pledged  by  friends  outside 
the  church,  but  some  of  it  is  contingent  upon  the  willing- 
ness of  Brethren  people  to  assume  their  share  of  the  bur- 
den. That  share  amounts  to  $150,000. 

I  wish  I  could  say  that  this  money  is  all  on  hand,  but 
such  is  not  the  case.  A  number  of  churches  have  re- 
sponded in  excellent  fashion,  but  others  have  as  yet  done 
nothing  or  very  little. 

The  purpose  of  this  letter  is  to  acquaint  you  with  the 
urgency  of  our  need.  The  contracts  on  the  two  buildings 
are  very  fair.  The  church  will  lose  thousands  of  dollars 
if  we  are  forced  to  halt  construction  before  they  are  com- 
pleted, and  that  may  happen  unless  every  Brethren  is 
contacted  and  urged  to  give  in  cash  or  pledge  almost  at 
once!  The  options  give  us  until  September  .1st  to  notify 
the  contractors  of  our  intention. 

Will  you  therefore,  please,  do  these  things  before  Gen- 
eral Conference? 

1.  Pray  regularly  that  the  progress  of  the  College  and 
Seminary  might  continue  to  enjoy  the  Lord's  Blessing 
and  to  be  used  in  their  special  way  to  prccnote  His  work. 

2.  Do  all  possible  to  see  that  all  Brethren:  and  their 
friends  learn  of  this  need  and  urge  them  to  contribute 
generously  in  cash  or  pledges  before  General  Conference 
if  possible. 

3.  Re-examine  your  own  responsibility  in  this  -great 
Brethren  program  to  be  sure  that  you  have  done  the 
Lord's  Will  in  suporting  this  work. 

Finally,  let  me  assure  you  that  I  appreciate  your 
problems  as  a  Christian.  I  know  of  the  appeals  which 
come  to  you  and  I  am  sure  that  most  of  them  are  wor- 
thy. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  am  constrained  to  point  out  the 
mission  of  the  Brethren  Church  todlay.  Young  people  are 
seriously  considering  God's  call  and  willing  to  spend  the 
necessary  years  in  training  to  enter  His  Ministry.  More 
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are  on  the  way.  How  can  we  train  them  without  adequate 
equipment  and  buildings?  How  can  we  expect  the  lead- 
ership which  the  Lord  provides  to  remain  faithful  unless 
we  demonstrate  that  faith  ourselves? 

The  Lord  has  used  this  fire  to  prove  to  us  all  that  the 
Brethren  Church  and  Ashland  College  have  a  gi"eat 
Christian  mission.  Friends  whose  existence  we  hardly  sus- 
pected have  risen  to  assure  us  of  their  support  and  will- 
ingness to  carry  a  large  share  of  this  burden  if  the 
Brethren  Church  shows  the  interest  and  faith  wliich 
they  expect  of  her. 

The  New  Testament  standards  of  the  Brethren  Church, 
through  their  sinnplicity,  their  clarity,  and  their  firmness 
present  the  only  true  solution  to  the  complex  problems 
of  the  world  today.  In  Ashland  College,  the  church  has  a 
means  of  presenting  those  standards  and  witnessing  to 
that  Truth  unequalled  by  any  other  endeavor. 

I  am  sure  you  will  do  everything  possible  to  see  that 
the  program  moves  fonvard.  Your  continued  prayers  are 
most  earnestly  solicited,  and  your  increasing  and  faith- 
ful testimony  in  this  regard  is  prayerfully  urged. 

Yours  in  His  Xame. 

Glenn  L.  Clavton.  President. 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


HIGHLIGHTS  OF  THE  66TH  INDIANA  DISTRICT 
CONFERENCE  OF  BRETHREN  CHURCHES 


The  66th  Conference  of  the  Indiana  District  Brethren 
Churches  and  Bible  Conference  was  opened  at  7:30  P.  M. 
June  15,  1953  at  the  Sliipsliewana  Bretliren  Retreat.  The 
confei-ence  was  officially  declared  in  session  by  Moderator 
V^irgil  Meyer. 

A  total  of  223  lay,  22  ministerial  delegates,  ;uid  others 
in  attendance,  enjoyed  the  conference.  Every  year  new- 
improvements  on  the  properties  and  gi'ounds  are  noticed; 
this  year  there  is  new  paint  on  the  church  owned  build- 
ings and  improvements  on  the  waterfront  with  the  addi- 
tion of  some  boats  too. 

Our  confei-ence,  through  the  efforts  of  Mrs.  Woodrow 
Immel  was  able  to  secure  a  Hammond  organ  from  a  Ft. 
Wayne  studio  for  these  sen'ices.  It  was  enjoyed  by  all. 
Rev.  J.  Milton  Bowman  directed  the  music.  Special  music 
was  presented  by  the  Huntington's  men's  chorus,  Elkhart 
choir,  and  various  other  special  vocal  and  instrumental 
numbers. 

Rev.  Clarence  Fairbanks,  pastor  of  the  Ashland  Park 
Street  church,  gave  three  Bible  lectures; 

(1)  Jeremiah's  call,  vision,  and  defense;  with  applica- 
tion for  today. 

(2)  Jeremiah,  the  word  of  God.  His  message  was  out- 
lined about  the  writing  of  the  Word  and  its  effect  on 
man. 

(3)  Blessed  are  the  meek  for  they  shall  inherit  the 
earth.  Matt.  5:5. 

Rev.  S.  M.  Whetstone  of  the  Roann  church  pre- 
sented the  final  lecture  on  Thursday,  he  expounded  Acts 
16.   The   importance   of  the   Holy   Spirit   was   stressed. 

The  conference  sermon  was  delivered  on  Monday  eve- 
ning by  the  vice-moderator.  Rev.  C.  Y.  Gilmer,  on  the  sub- 
ject: "What  is  the  Church  and  How  it  can  be  Realized." 

The  moderator's  address,  by  Rev.  Virgil  Meyer,  was  a 
comprehensive  report  of  our  spiritual  and  material  re- 
sources of  our  great  needs,  of  leadership,  of  our  finance, 
of  our  stewardship,  of  our  spiritual  resources,  of  conse- 
crated laymen.  ITie  Brethren  have  a  marvelous  heritage 
— What  of  the  future?  That  depends  upon  the  use  of  our 
resources. 

By  vote  of  conference  the  following  boards  are  to  re- 
ceive the  following:  Shipshewana  Trustees  are  to  receive 
aji  apportionment  of  50c  per  member  of  the  church  for 
Shipshewana  upkeep  fund.  District  Mission  apportion- 
ment is  50c  per  member  of  the  church,  and  the  Sunday 
School  Board  is  to  receive  10c  per  enrolled  scholar  of  the 
Sunday  School. 

Dr.  Glenn  Clayton,  Ashland  College  President,  spoke  of 
the  problems  hope-  and  new  buildings  connected  wi*h  the 
college  and  seminary. 

The  Editor  of  Publications,  W.  St,  Clair  Eenshoff,  asked 
for  the  desires  of  the  people  to  be  presented  to  him  in 
order  to  make  the  EVANGELIST  a  paper  of  greater  ser- 
vice to  all.   He  stressed  the   importance  of  the  Brethren 


Publications  to  keep  alive  the  principles  and  doctrines  of 
the  Brethren  Church. 

Tlie  conference  was  privileged  to  hear  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Robert  Byler,  missionaries  home  on  furlough.  Rev.  Byler 
spoke  to  the  conference  on  missionary  night,  being  intro- 
duced by  National  Missionary  Secretary,  Clayton  Berk- 
shire. Mrs.  Byler  spoke  at  the  Sisterhood  and  W.  M.  S. 
meetings. 

The  all-Indiana  Brethren  Youth  Rally  presented  its 
usual  enthusiasm.  Music  was  given  by  the  Goshen  orches- 
tra. James  Davis,  pastor-elect  of  the  New  Paris  church 
was  the  speaker.  A  sound  film  "Bible  on  the  Table"  was 
appreciated  by  all. 

The  confei'ence  will  convene  at  Shipshewana  Retreat 
next  year,  the  time  to  be  decided  by  the  executive  board. 

CONFERENCE  ORGANIZATION 

Moderator    C.  Y.  Gilmer 

Vice  Moderator  J.  M.  Bowman 

Sec.-Treas Bright  Hanna 

Asst.  Sec.-Treas    Myron  Dodds 

Statistician    Mrs.   William  Meinke 

MINISTERIAL  ASSOCIATION 

President   C.  Y.  Gilmer 

Vice  President   Richard  Wolfe 

Sect.-Treas    Bright    Hanna 

Asst.  Sec.-Treas Woodrow  Immel 

LAYMEN 

President   Clarence  Sholley 

Vice  President  .Ted  Heavel 

Sect.-Treas H.   D.   Hunter 

W.  M.  S. 

President    Mrs.  Jon  Lape 

Vice  President   Mrs.  H.  D.  Hunter 

Secretary-Treasurer    Mrs.   C.   A.   Stewart 

Asst.  Sec.-Treas Mrs.  Harmon 

SISTERHOOD  OF  MARY  AND  MARTHA 

President    Carol    Berkshire 

Vice  President   Frances  Dale 

Sect Pat  Tusing 

Troas Wanda  Gearhart 

Patroness Mrs.  W.  E.  Ronk 

Asst.  Patroness   Mrs.  J.  E.  Berkshire 


MISSIONS  A  REQUIREMENT-— 
NOT  AN   ELECTIVE 

Paul  did  not  go  to  Macedonia  because  all  pos- 
sible work  was  done  in  Asia  Minor   or   even   at 
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Antioch.  Foreign  missions  is  not  a  task  to  be  as- 
sumed by  the  church  when  all  other  tasks  have 
[been  completed,  A  sincere  study  of  Scripture 
reveals  that  the  heathen  are  lost  and  can  be  Siaved 
only  through  Christ,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  church  to  do  all  that  is  possible  to  give  them 
the  saving  Gospel.  Someone  has  recently  set  forth 
this  matter  in  the  following  words : 

"The  most  cancerous  idea  among  Christians  to- 
day is  that  the  missionary  enterprise  is  optional. 
How  general  is  the  assumption  that  it  is  beau- 
tiful for  a  church  to  support  missions  if  it  can 
conveniently  do  so  after  all  its  home  and  local 
neds  have  been  comfortably  met.  The  church  is 
like  a  college  student  who  is  offered  both  re- 
quired and  elective  cours'es.  The  missionary  en- 
terprise is  considered  an  elective. 

"The  reverse  is  the  truth.  Christ  was  not  born 
in  America  nor  did  He  ever  set  foot  here.  The 
same  is  true  of  Europe.  The  Christianity  of  every 
last  one  of  us  is  the  gift  of  foreign  missions.  It 
came  by  no  other  path.  Not  to  support  missions 
is  to  deny  our  own  history. 

"The  heart  of  Christianity  is  quest  and  out- 
reach even  to  the  farthest  off  and  the  least  of 
these.  Christ  came  seeking.  To  say,  now  that  we 
have  been  found,  the  quest  can  stop,  we  can  give 
up  the  outreach,  we  can  hug  Christ  to  ourselves 
as  our  private  delight,  is  to  betray  Him.  To  at- 
tempt this  is  soon  to  discover  that  we  have  de- 
feated ourselves,  that  the  real  Christ  has  van- 
ished out  of  our  sight  .  .  .  Foreign  missions  are 
the  sublimest  patriotism.  But  that  is  only  one  side 
of  the  matter.  We  need  to  further  foreign  mis- 
sions for  the  inmost  health  of  our  own  churches 
and  our  own  souls.  Missions  are  not  an  elective. 
They  are  a  required  course  without  which  we 
shall  be  thrown  out  of  college." — Selected. 
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By  the  Editor 


That 


So  that  you  might  not  miss  out  on  the  Prayer  Meeting 
Topics  and  the  Sunday  School  Lesson  Discussions  the 
week  that  we  do  not  print  an  EVANGELIST,  we  are  this 
week  printing  "double  portions"  of  each.  Next  week,  we 
will  print  two  Crusader  Topics,  which  will  then  put  these 
three  regular  features  a  week  ahead,  to  allow  for  the 
issue  we  miss. 

Remember,  there  will  be  no  issue  of  THE  BRETHREN 
EVANGELIST  on  July  25th. 
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THE   EDITOR'S   PULPIT 

INVESTMENTS 

(Continued  from  I'age  3j 
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heart  is  wrapped  up  in  earthly  po.ssos.sioris.  God  gives  ub 
many  blessings,  and  likewise  many  pos.session.s.  But  He 
has  a  reason  for  all  this.  What  He  gives  to  us,  we  axe 
not  to  worship,  but  are  to  use  in  His  service,  and  to  His 
glory. 

Just  as  our  li-ves,  our  homes,  our  furnishings,  our  other 
possessions,  are  to  be  used  for  His  glory.  Our  homes  are 
to  be  citadels  of  Christian  influence,  our  money  is  to  be 
used  to  support  His  work  at  home  and  throughout  the 
world.  For,  when  all  of  life  is  over,  and  our  work  on 
earth  is  done,  then,  we  vdll  find  ourselves  held  account- 
able for  the  deeds  done  in  the  flesh.  There's  where  you 
will  be  glad  for  the  dividends  on  your  heavenly  invest- 
ments. 

So,  in  this  Editorial  message  this  week,  we  would  in- 
terest you  in  making  heavenly  investments.  The  Brethren 
Church  is  by  no  means  a  poor  church.  By  that  we  mean, 
that  our  people  are  not  of  a  poverty-stricken  nature.  Yet 
when  it  comes  to  sizing  up  the  per  capita  giving  of  our 
membership  for  local  and  denominational  work,  you  would 
think  so.  Many  of  the  Brethren  are  doing  a  heroic  work 
in  the  financial  support  of  the  church.  Yet  much  of  the 
financial  wealth  of  the  church  member  is  as  yet  un- 
tapped. A  person,  for  instance,  who  is  earning  S50  to 
$60  a  week  and  drops  a  dollar  bill  on  the  offering  plate 
on  Sunday,  is  not  giving  an  offering  unto  the  Lord.  He's 
merely  fooling  his  conscience. 

"The  tithe  is  the  Lord,"  says  the  unchanging  scrip- 
tures. That  is  10%.  Ten  percent  of  the  income  of  Breth- 
ren Church  members,  plus  our  offerings  on  top  of  that, 
would  cause  a  financial  panic  in  our  denomination.  Every 
board  would  have  to  revise  its  vision  and  service — up- 
wards. 

But,  we  are  speaking  specifically  of  di^'idends  this 
week.  What  do  we  receive  for  making  our  investments  in 
God's  work?  First,  we  receive  a  blessing  for  knowing 
that  we  have  helped  in  preaching  the  gospel.  We  also 
receive  blessings  for  helping  others,  for  sharing.  Our 
conscience  is  clear;  we  shall  sleep  better  at  night.  And, 
— don't  ask  us  to  explain  how — the  rest  of  our  money 
does  a  better  job  of  meeting  our  bills.  Tiy  it,  for  it 
really  works.  God  says  it  \\-ill,  and  so  do  we.  Give  the 
Lord  His  tenth  and  add  your  offering  thereto,  and  you 
will  see  a  big  difference  in  your  home.  Then,  there  is 
the  eternal  dividend  to  be  received  in  that  day  when  it 
will  be  too  late  to  do  anj'thing  about  what  you  now 
have. 

So,  dear  friends  of  the  Brotherhood.  Let's  raise  our 
sights  above  our  investments  in  earthly  things.  Let's  in- 
vest ir  God's  work,  and  the  dividends  "s^"ill  come  back  to 
you,  now  and  throughout  all  eternity.  We  are  told  in  the 
scriptures  to  seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  in  so 
doing,  all  the  things  we  need  shall  be  added  tmto  us.  In 
plain  words  it  means,  "Be  fair  with  God  and  He'll  be 
more  than  fair  to  you." — W.  S.  B. 
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TOPIC  FDR  JILY   19,   1953 

1 ALLIM.   IN   LOVE  LNTELLIGENTLY 

Scripture  Keadiug:  Mark   10:1-29 

THE  TLME  TO  BEGIN  CHOOSING  A  MATE  is  right 
now,  but  that  does  not  mean  that  you  must  start 
"going  steady"  or  become  engaged  right  away.  It  may 
be  five  to  twenty  years  before  you  hear  the  organ  play- 
ing your  wedding  inarch.  It  does  mean  that  we  must 
begin  now  to  prepare  ourselves  and  make  a  wide  variety 
of  contacts  so  that  when  the  time  comes  we  will  be  able 
to  choose  wisely.  We  begin  very  early  in  our  lives  to 
prepare  for  the  kind  of  a  home  we  will  establish  in  the 
future  whether  we  realize  it  or  not.  "Falling  in  love 
intelligently"  involves  choosing  our  friends  carefully.  It 
means  being  in  the  places  where  you  will  meet  the  best 
young  people.  It  implies  setting  high  moral  standards. 

1.  >VH.\T  LS  LOVE?  Is  love  something  that  sneaks  up 
behind  you  and  hits  you  unaware?  Does  it  sweep  you  off 
your  feet  and  there  is  nothing  you  can  do  about  it?  Or 
does  love  grow  and  develop  as  other  attitudes  and  feel- 
ings do?  Perhaps  we  should  not  say  that  love  never 
comes  on  first  sight,  but  we  can  say  that  it  very  rarely 
ever  does.  One  writer  says,  "A  girl  has  about  as  much 
chance  of  falling  in  love  at  first  sight  as  she  does  of 
becoming  Cinderella." 

Here  is  a  definition  that  I  like,  "Love  is  a  strong  bond 
of  attachment  for  a  person  of  tlie  opposite  sex  which 
ari.ses  through  contact,  grows  through  association  and 
has  as  its  most  important  quality  devotion  to  the  other 
person's  welfare.  This  devotion  to  the  other  person  is  all 
important.  Love  is  unselfish.  Love  seeks  to  serve.  Read 
I  Cor.  13:4-7. 

2.  LS  LOVE  ENOUGH?  A  few  years  ago  young  people 
who  were  planning  on  getting  married  were  asked,  "Are 
you  sure  that  you  love  each  other?"  If  both  of  the  young 
people  answered  that  they  were,  that  was  considered 
reason  enough  for  them  to  get  married.  Of  course  young 
people  should  be  certain  that  they  do  love  each  other 
before  they  are  man-ied;  "Now  we  are  beginning  to  see 
that  there  are  cases  where  there  is  real  love,  but  the 
couple  may  not  be  suited  to  each  other  and  ill  prepared 
to  make  a  success  of  married  life.  Grace  Sloan  Overton 
in  her  book,  "Love,  Marriage  and  Parenthood,"  outlines 
a  chapter  on  "Is  Love  Enough?"  in  the  following  way. 
1.  IxA'e  without  temperamental  adjustment  is  not 
enough.  2.  Love  without  mutual  respect  is  not  enough.  3. 
Love  without  complete  acceptance  of  each  other  is  not 
enough.  4.  Love  that  is  not  ongoing  is  not  enou  :h.  We 
u.sed  to  think  that  love  was  something  which  "comes."  A 
better  view  is  that  love  is  an  experience  and  that  love 
between  two  people  is  a  mutual  and  growing  experience. 
5.  Love  that  includes  only  husband  and  wife  is  not 
enough.    We   must  continue  to   build    an    ever    enlarging 


circle  of  friends  or  we  will    find  our  love  for  each  other 
growing  stale. 

3.  CHRISTIAN  STANDARDS.  Choosing  a  life's  part- 
ner is  one  of  the  most  important  choices  you  will  ever 
make.  To  share  most  of  the  experiences  of  life,  and  to 
have  to  live  together  until  death  brings  about  a  separa- 
tion is  a  most  serious  matter.  Certainly  it  calls  for  more 
than  physical  attractiveness,  the  possession  of  money,  or 
a  nice  new  car.  If  one  does  not  wish  to  spend  one's  life 
with  a  drunkard  or  a  narcotic  addict,  then  he  should  not 
date  such  persons.  Too  many  people  have  bartered  away 
their  happiness  because  they  thought  they  could  reform 
a  drunkard  after  marriage.  Just  remember  that  if  you 
can  not  reform  a  person  before  you  are  married  that 
you  have  even  less  chance  afterward. 

To  assure  the  greatest  happiness  there  should  be  a 
great  amount  of  likeness  in  matters  of  temperament,  so- 
cial, educational,  and  religious  interests.  One  of  the 
greatest  sources  of  discord  and  unhappiness  in  the  home 
is  difference  in  religion.  Marriages  between  Roman  Cath- 
olics and  Prtestants,  as  an  overwhelming  rule,  simply 
do  not  work.  Even  marriages  of  persons  belonging  to  dif- 
ferent denominations  should  be  avoided.  Religion  either 
unites  or  it  divides.  Only  as  a  couple  share  the  same  re- 
ligious faith  in  the  intimate  matters  of  marriage  and  the 
raising  of  children,  can  they  expect  understanding  and  i 
happiness.  Don't  fool  yourself;  you're  no  different  from 
all    the   others   who   have   made   this   tragic   mistake. 

4.  CHARACTER  TRAITS  NEEDED  FOR  SUCCESS- 
FUL MARRIAGE.  The  Sunday  School  paper  "Horizons" 
for  May  10,  1953,  p.  11,  makes  these  suggestions:  a.  A 
happy  family  background  is  helpful.  Parents  who  them- 
selves are  happily  married  and  a  happy  childhood  are 
favorable,  b.  Similar  cultural  background  is  favorable. 
This  includes  both  similar  training  as  to  standards, 
ideals  and  convictions  and  also  similar  economic  levels, 
rather  than  extremes  of  wealth  and  poverty,  c.  It  is 
good  if  your  prospective  mate  is  active  in  several  organ- 
izations and  has  a  number  of  interests,  d.  Church  and 
Sunday  School  attendance  are  favorable,  as  is  a  religious 
service  for  the  marriage.  Elopement  and  civil  marriage 
services  are  unfavorable. 

The  above  points  are  given  as  a  guide  and  are  not 
meant  to  be  fast  and  rigid  rules.  They  are  meant  to  be 
warning  signs  and  guide  posts.  A  person  may  have  had 
a  very  unhappy  home  life — through  no  fault  of  his  own 
— but  it  is  a  point  on  which  more  care  and  consideration 
must  be  given.  Take  another  example.  Persons  who 
come  from  extremes  of  wealth  .and  poverty  are  not 
usually  fitted  for  each  other.  Yet  many  examples  could 
be  shown  to  illustrate  the  fact  that  some  people  can 
make  the  adjustments  necessary. 

CONCLUSION.  Someone  has  observed  that  if  marriage 
tomorrow  is  to  be  a  happy  experience,  dating  today  must 
be  sensible.  The  simple  use  of  common  sense  is  all  that 
is  necessary.  Our  great  Protestant  Christian  heritage  is 
so  precious  to  us  that  we  dare  not  compromise  it  by 
sharing  life  with  one  who  does  not  believe  it  or  who 
thinks  it  inferior  to  his  own. 

BOOKS  FOR  FURTHER  RESEARCH  AND  STUDY 
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1051. 

Marriage   for   Moderns   By   Henry    Bowman,    McGraw- 
Hill  1948. 

QUESTIONS  FOR  DISCUSSION 

1.  What  is  dating? 

2.  What  is  the  purpose  of  dating  ? 

3.  What  is  the  difference    between    dating,    courtship, 
and  engagement? 

4.  How  can  you  tell  when  you  are  really  in  love? 

5.  Do  you  think  that  love  is  enough  to    make    a    suc- 
cessful marriage  ?  Give  your  reasons. 

6.  How  do  you  feel  .about  mixed  marriages? 

7.  What  can  the  church  do  to    help    young    people    to 
"fall  in  love  intelligently?" 


IPrayer  Tlfleeting 
Studies 


THE  BEGGAR 

I've  often  thought  about  the  use 

Of  prayer  among  God's  people; 
Whether  it  be  within  the  home 

Or  gathered  'neath  the  steeple. 

Some  speak  their  hearts  so  ardently, 

To  Him  Who  ever  hears; 
Expressing  thanks  for  hopes  and  joys 

And  trust  for  all  their  fears. 

Some  pray  so  automatically. 

As  though  it  were  recorded, 
So  much  routine,  it  seems  to  me, 

Unworthy — almost  sordid. 

Some    humbly   touch   the    Throne    of    Grace 

For  those  who  know  Him  not;  • 
Asking  that  power  to  bring  them  home 

Shall  be  their  blessed  lot. 

Yes,  prayers  are  many  in  their  ways; 

But  lo,  I  faint  to  hear 
The  one  who  casts  but  careless  words 

Upon  the  Listener's  ear. 

The  one  who  prays  so  unconcerned. 

Perhaps  just  half  believing 
The  promise  of  our  Lord  that  we 

May  ask  and  be  receiving. 

Yea,  brothers,  loud  are  we  in  song, 

Our  Savior's  praise  to  sing, 
Then  toss  but  crumbs  of  prayer  to  make 

A  beggar  of  our  King. 

— Sgt.  Donald  Wayne  Hanna. 


STRANGE  AS  IT  MAY  SEEM  to  some,  God  implore* 
us  to  pray,  that  is,  ask  of  Him  CJer.  33:3).  He  in  ho 
eager  to  answer  prayer  that  He  may  even  answer  be- 
fore we  call  (Isaiah  (if) -.24).  He  declareH  that  we  cannot 
ask  too  much  (Psalm  81:10;.  God  gives  us  every  encour- 
agement to  pray  (Psalm  0.'3:2j.  In  fact,  we  are  com- 
manded to  pray  (Matt.  7:7). 

One  condition  to  answered  prayer  is  faith  (.Mark  11:24; 
shown  by  diligent  seeking  (Heb.  ll:Gj.  God  is  just  as 
ready  to  answer  prayer  in  these  days  as  He  was  in  Bible 
times  (Mai.  3:6;  Heb.  13:8).  God  will  hear  the  prayer 
of  the  Gentile  as  well  as  the  Jew  (Acts  10:31).  God 
heard  the  heathen  mariners  mentioned  in  the  book  of 
Jonah  (Jonah  1:14-16).  He  heard  the  prayer  of  the  dy- 
ing thief  (Luke  23:42,  43),  the  publican  in  the  temple 
(Luke  18:13,  14),  Hagar  in  the  wilderness  (Gen.  21:17), 
and  the  fallen  woman  (John  8:10,  11).  In  a  certain  sense 
we  know  that  "God  heareth  not  sinners,"  but  we  are  not 
to  set  limits  to  the  mercy  of  God  (Romans  9:15).  He  who 
hears  the  ravens  cry  (Psalm  147:9)  values  man  more 
than  the  birds  (Matt.  6:26). 

The  limitation  to  answered  prayer  is  upon  men  who  do 
not  ask  or  ask  amiss  (James  4:2,  3).  To  be  heard  we 
must  be  willing  to  forgive  (Mark  11:25,  26),  have  a 
clean  heart  (Psalm  66:18),  be  guided  by  His  Word  (John 
15:7)  and  by  His  will  (1  John  5:14),  and  ask  in  His  name 
(John  16:23).  Whether  in  the  Old  or  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment, God  has  always  saved  people  by  faith  in  Christ 
(Acts  10:43).  None  deserve  to  have  their  prayers  an- 
swered, for  sinners  deserve  only  condemnation,  yet  God 
loves  sinners  and  His  mercy  is  without  measure  to  the 
penitent  (Romans  5:20).  God  in  His  kindness  varies  not 
in  any  age  (James  1:17).  God  is  good  to  have  us  call 
upon  Him  continually  (1  Thess.  5:17). 


CHRISTIAN  PRAY 

The   world   is   filled   with   suffering   and   despair, 
With  unbelief  and  need  of  fer^^ent  prayer. 

Christian,  pray! 
With  contrite   heart,   seeking  the    Spirit's  power 
To    proclaim    Christ    in    this   crisis    hour. 

Christian,  pray! 

— C.  E.  Nash. 

PRAYER  IS  AN  IMPELLING  DUTY  on  the  part  of. 
not  some  men,  but  all  men  (Luke  18:1).  Man's  un- 
broken contact  with  God  has  to  be  through  prayer  (1 
Thess.  5:17).  Man  is  to  commit  everything  to  God  by 
request  through  prayer  (Phil.  4:6).  He  is  to  pray  about 
everything  and  for  all  men  (1  Tim.  2:1).  Notice  the 
three  "alls"  in  Ephesians  6:18,  19.  Jesus  taught  the 
apostles  to  watch  and  pray  (Matt.  26:41).  The  Great 
Commission  requires  that  we  observe  all  things  that 
Jesus  commanded  the  apostles  (Matt.  28:20).  so  we  are 
to  observe  all  that  He  taught  them  about  prayer. 

Not  to  pray  is  sin.  Samuel  said  it  would  be  a  sin  for 
him  not  to  pray  for  Israel  (1  Sam.  12:23).  We  Chris- 
tians are  not  to  resort  to  worldly  schemes  for  obtaining 
things  (James  2:4).  We  are  to  depend  upon  God  for 
what  we  need  by  asking  Him  for  it  (Matt.  6:111.  We 
are  to  work,  but  our  dependence  is  on  God's  working 
with  us  (Mark  16:20).  When  He  takes  charge  He  can 
bring   results    out   of   our  poor    labors.    God's    appointed 
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way  for  Christians  to  get  things  is  by  prayer,  and  tJiey 
shall  have  the  fullness  of  joy  because  of  answered 
prayer  (John  16:24).  Earthly  parents  may  spoil  their 
children  and  thus  brinjr  them  to  a  bad  end,  but  our 
Heavenly  Father's  gifts  bring  us  no  curse  but  blessing 
(Prov.  10:22). 

The  Christian,  because  of  his  prayerful  tiiist  in  God, 
is  not  corroded  by  cai*es  and  worries  (Phil.  4:6,  7).  He 
prays  thivugh  about  everything  (1  Peter  5:7).  The 
Christian  lets  the  Lord  carry  his  bui-den,  and  himself, 
too  (Psalm  55:22).  Prayer  is  the  way  out  of  all  trouble 
Psalm  34:6K  The  Christian  will  have  trouble  but  be 
settled  with  "perfect  peace"  (Isaiah  26:3)  because  his 
mind  is  stayed  on  God.  The  Christian  may  have  sick- 
ness but  the  Holy  Spirit  comforts  him  (2  Cor.  12:9). 
Trust  in  God  cancels  fretting  care  (Matt.  6:25,  34).  No 
one  can  really  come  to  God  unless  he  believes  that  God 
answers  prayer  (Heb.  11:6).  God  will  prove  Himself  by 
answering   prayer    (1    Kings   18:36,  37). 

I    WISH   I  KNEW  HOW  TO  PRAY 

I  was  reading  a  story  the  other  day. 

The  girl  said,  "I  wish  that  I  knew  how  to  pray." 

.\nd  it  startled  me  so. 

That  she  would  not  know 

What   to  me  is  a  part  of  myself,  like  my  breath. 

How  can  she  ever  face  life,  or  face  death  ? 

How  can  she  know   which  path  she   should  take, 
What  does  she  do  with  her  grief  and  heartache? 
WTiere  does  she  turn  when  all  human  help  fails? 
Who  else  is  concerned  with  her  life's  small  details? 
Her  life  just  a  jumble,  no  pattern,  no  plan. 
With  no  one  to  guide  her  as  only  He  can. 

Think  of  being  a  stranger  to  God. 

Whose  ways  are  so  tender.  Whose  plans  are  so  good! 

Think  of  not  having  communion  with  Him 

Nor  glimpsing  His  loveliness!  .  .  .  Then  eyes  grown  dim, 

When  life's  day  is  done. 

Bewildered,  alone  .  .  . 

"I   wish  that   1   knew  how  to  pray,"  the  girl  said. 
Pity  her.  Lord!  I  should  be  so  AFRAID! 

— Martha  Snell  Nicholson. 
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Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vanator 

Lesson   for  July    19,   1953 

ONE  WORLD  IN  CHRIST 

Lesson:  Ephesians  2:l-lfl,  13-22 

ON  FIRST  THOUGHT  one  might  draw  the  conclusion 
that  we  are  to  study  the  present  world  condition  and 
make  that  largely  the  source  of  our  material  and  thought. 
But  as  we  view  it  in  its  real  aspect  we  feel  that  this  is 


not  the  point  of  greatest  emphasis.  While  in  the  discus- 
sion of  such  a  topic  we  cannot  evade  or  ignore  this  sec- 
ular issue  altogether,  the  point  of  greatest  interest  should 
be  found  in  the  relation  of  the  world  to  Christ.  Indeed 
we  would  cite  verses  eighteen  through  twenty  as  the  key 
to  our  discussion.  Let's  see  how  they  read: 

"Now  therefore  ye  are  no  more  strangers  and  foreign- 
ers, but  fellow-citizens  with  the  saints,  and  of  the  house- 
hold of  God:  and  are  built  upon  the  foundation  of  the 
apostles  and  prophets,  Jesus  Christ  himself  being  the 
chief  corner  stone;  in  whom  all  the  building  fitly  framed 
together  groweth  unto  an  holy  temple  in  the  Lord:  in 
whom  ye  also  are  builded  together  for  an  habitation  of 
God  through  the  Spirit." 

We  need  remember  that  while  Paul  wrote  some  of  his 
epistles  to  particular  churches  and  others  to  individuals, 
they  always  have  a  wider  sphere  of  influence  and  activ- 
ity, and  become  the  means  of  teaching  all  of  the  follow- 
ers of  "The  Way"  as  to  the  meaning  and  scope  of  the 
Gospel.  In  the  opening  verse  of  his  Ephesian  letter  he 
says,  "Paul,  an  apostle  of  Jesus  Christ,  by  the  will  of 
God,  to  the  saints  which  are  in  Ephesus,  and  to  the  faith- 
ful in  Christ  Jesus  ..."  In  the  bold  faced  letters  of 
the  phrase  we  find  the  wider  implication.  And  it  is  in 
the  ever-widening  sphere  of  those  "faithful  in  Christ 
Jesus"  that  we  find  the  field  of  our  meditation  in  this  les- 
son. 

How  often  we  thoughtlessly  sing  that  old  hymn  which 
we  quote  below: 

"In  Christ  there  is  no  East  or  West, 
In  Him  no  South  or  North; 
But  one  great  fellowship  of  love 
Throughout  the  whole  wide  earth. 

"In  Him  shall  true  hearts  everywhere 
Their  high  communion  find; 
His  service  in  the  golden  cord 
Close-binding  all  mankind. 

"In   Christ  now  meet  both   East  and   West, 
In  Him  meet  South  and  North; 
All  Christly  souls  are  one  in  Him 
Throughout  the  whole  wide  earth." 

In  that  hymn  which  was  written  by  John  Oxenham,  we 
find  a  very  fine  summary  of  our  lesson  thought.  For  it 
is  only  as  men  learn  to  know  the  meaning  of  the  love  of 
Christ  and  all  that  is  embodied  therein,  and  accept  the 
principles  of  the  Master  as  a  rule  to  guide  relationships, 
not  only  between  individuals,  but  also  between  nations, 
that  we  can  have  "One  World  in  Christ."  Wars  can  only 
bring  hatred  between  nations,  while  Christ's  love  ex- 
emplified in  the  hearts  of  the  people  who  form  the 
nations  can  heal  old  wounds,  turn  hatred  into  mutual  un- 
derstanding, recognize  the  inherent  right  of  others  and 
teach  men  to  live  together  in  peace  and  harmony.  Or  as 
Paul  tells  the  Ephesians,  "Ye  are  no  more  strangers  and 
foreigners,  but  fellow  citizens  with  the  saints,  and  of  the 
household  of  God  ..."  There  can  never  be  "One  World" 
until  Jesus  Christ  is  recognized  as  the  sole  Head  of  that 
world — not  a  world  of  mere  masses,  but  a  world  made 
up  of  individuals  who  are  each  filled  with  that  love  which 
Christ  alone  can  put  into  their  hearts. 
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Lesson  for  July  26,  1953 

GROWING  IN  CHRISTLIKENESS 

Lesson:  Ephesians  4:1 -(J,  11-16 

E  LEARNED  IN  OUR  STUDY  last  week  tliat 
when  we  build  upon  the  proper  foundation,  with 
I'Jesus  Christ  Himself  as  the  Chief  Comer  Stone"  that 
vhen  the  building  is  finished  and  "fitly  framed  together" 
|,hat  it  "groweth  unto  the  holy  temple  of  the  Lord" 
f Ephesians  2:21-22).  Now  we  turn  to  individual  growth 
md  are  told  that  this  particular  type  of  growth  leads 
js  into  "the  unity  of  the  faith"  by  means  of  the  "knowl- 
edge of  the  Son  of  God,"  until  it  finally  leads  us  toward 
'a  perfect  man"  and  "unto  the  measure  of  the  stature 
)f  the  fulness  of  Christ." 

Paul  says  that  such  growth  is  vitally  important  be- 
,2ause,  if  we  have  attained  ,at  least  a  measure  of  growth, 
we  are  anchored  firmly  enough  in  our  faith  that  we  can- 
not be  "tossed  to  and  fro,  and  carried  about  with  every 
wind  of  doctrine,  by  the  slight  of  men,  and  cunning 
craftiness,  whereby  they  lie  in  wait  to  deceive." 

More  than  once  in  the  Word  the  new  followers  of  the 
Lord  ,are  referred  to  as  "mere  babes"  which  even  a 
grown  man  becomes  as  he  is  "born  again"  and  takes  up 
the  new  life  in  Christ.  Someone  has  said  that  "the  marks 
of  a  spiritual  infant  are:  instability,  regarding  doc- 
trine; susceptibility  to  influences  outside  the  gospel; 
the  danger  of  changing  their  views  by  being  impressed 
too  easily  by  smooth  talkers  whose  sole  purpose  is  to 
deceive  them  and  bring  them  back  into  the  evil  ways  of 
satan." 

Peter  says  in  First  Peter  2:1-2,  that  we  should  be- 
come as  "new  born  babes"  and  desire  the  "sincere  milk 
of  the  Word"  and  that  "we  may  grow  thereby."  And 
Peter's  closing  admonition  in  his  second  letter  is  this, 
"Grow  in  grace,  and  in  the  knoivledge  of  our  Lord  and 
Savior  Jesus  Christ  ..." 

As  we  look  at  our  Golden  Text  we  see  that  reference 
is  made  to  Christ  as  "the  head  of  the  growing  body." 
Now  a  great  deal  of  our  physical  growth  is  ordered  by 
our  head — by  the  control  which  we  permit  our  minds  to 
have  over  our  habits  of  eating,  exercise  and  the  like. 
We  may,  by  taking  thought  concerning  our  physical 
needs  and  by  following  the  right  course  as  the  mind  di- 
rects, keep  ourselves  physically  fit  and  in  good  health 
if  we  do  not  disobey  the  laws  of  nature.  That  thought, 
while  it  is  not  a  perfect  illustration  of  the  spiritual,  is 
.at  least  a  faint  picture  of  the  manner  in  w^hich  Christ, 
the  Head  of  the  Christian  life,  can  rule  and  direct  in  our 
manner  of  spiritual  living  and  keep  us  in  a  healthy  atti- 
tude toward  things  in  the  realm  of  Christian  living.  We 
become  individuals,  thereby,  who  follow  the  leading  of 
the  Spirit  and  grow  in  our  likeness  to  Christ  the  Head. 

Higley's  Commentary  puts  it  well  when  it  says,  "The 
Christian  life,  meaning  to  serve  God,  is  a  vocation.  A 
vocation  is  a  central  activity  of  life  as  distinct  from  a 
sideline,  which  may  be  an  avocation.  Since  one  may  have 
but  a  single  vocation,  it  sometimes  appears  as  a  severe 
challenge  to  an  important  business  or  professional  man, 
to  give  his  heart  to  Christ.  It  means  he  must  cease  to 
put  his  business  or  profession  first.  He  naturally  asks, 
'How  may  any  one  succeed  if  he  gives  second  place  to 
his  calling  in  life?'  There  is  a  paradox  here.  Tliis  view 


of  all-out  for  God  has  modified  some  men's  buHiness,  and 
a  few  have  even  given  up  their  profeHgion,  under  the 
pressure  of  a  conflicting  call  from  God;  but  some  one 
has  to  do  the  work  you  are  doing.  If  it  is  the  will  of  Gfxl 
for  one  to  keep  his  place  in  the  business  world,  he  will 
be  amazed  how  he  can  put  Christ's  work  first,  and  then 
be  'diligent  in  business'." 

Anyone  who  gives  himself  or  herself  over  to  the  work 
of  the  Lord,  no  matter  in  what  field  it  may  be,  will  find 
that  there  definitely  comes  a  "growing  in  Christlike- 
ness,"  a  growth  so  gradual  that  it  is  scarcely  noticed 
by  the  person  who  is  growing.  But  the  outside  world 
sees  it  and  the  influence  is  bound  to  be  felt. 


Spiritual  flDebitations 

Rev.   DyoU  Belote 

WHO   IS   YOUR  MASTER? 

"No  man  can  serve  two  masters:  for  either  he  will 
hate  the  one,  and  love  the  other;  or  else  he  will  hold  to 
one  anid  despise  the  other.  Ye  cannot  serve  God  and  mam- 
mon."—Matthew  6:24. 

The  other  day  I  ran  across  a  little  story  about  that 
"Old  Maestro  of  the  violin,  Fritz  Kreisler.  For  yeai-s,  the 
box  office  receipts  at  every  place  where  the  "Maestro" 
has  played,  have  shown  the  popularity  of  his  music.  And 
always  it  is  interesting — and  many  times  intensely  reveal- 
ing— to  learn  something  of  the  man's  philosophy  and  the 
habits  of  his  life. 

In  talking  to  a  friend  concei'ning  the  large  sums  of 
money  which  are  received  by  him  for  his  sei-\ices,  he  said: 
"I  want  to  share  with  others.  So  does  she  (Mrs.  Kreisler). 
We  are  one  in  that  great  elemental  object  of  life.  I  want 
to  share  my  thoughts  of  God  and  truth;  I  want  to  shaz-e 
my  music.  I  want  to  share  my  wordly  goods.  I  never  look 
upon  money  that  I  get  as  my  o%\ni.  It  is  public  money, 
mei'ely  a  fund  entrusted  to  my  care  for  proper  disbui*se- 
ment.  I  am  constantly  endeavoring  to  reduce  my  needs  to 
a  minimum.  I  feel  morally  guilty  in  ordering  a  costly 
meal,  for  it  may  deprive  someone  else  of  a  slice  of  bread; 
some  child,  perhaps,  of  a  bottle  of  milk." 

What  statement  could  better  express  the  thought  of  the 
Master  as  set  forth  in  our  text,  when  He  declared,  "Ye 
cannot  sei've  God  and  mammon."  And  what  more  touch- 
ing declaration  of  a  great  heart  could  be  found  than 
Fritz  Kreisler's  statement  of  his  soul-conviction  of  liis 
personal  relation  to  the  blessings  which  God  bestows  upon 
him.  Or  his  ability  to  "Soothe  the  savage  breast,"  and 
the  rewards  which  men  confer  upon  him  for  the  joy  and 
uplift  which  his  music  brings  to  their  troubled  souls.  And 
naught  but  added  blessing  can  come  to  the  man  who  thus 
shares  his  blessings  with  his  fellow  men.  And  how  dif- 
ferent would  be  the  condition  of  this  old  world  if  more 
people  took  a  like  attitude  towai-d  their  pei-sonal  respon- 
sibility regarding  the  blessings  God  bestows  upon  them. 
What  is  more  beautiful  than  such  a  life,  free  fix>m  the 
curse  of  the  prevalent  mammon  worship. 

— Linwood,  Maryland. 
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SPECIAL    PROGRAMS  FOR   THE    SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 

By  Charlotte  Arnold.  55  programs  for  special 
d;i>s  iiiul  oooasions,  with  rooitations  for  each 
program  and  susf^estod  roles  ohildron  can  take. 
A  line  idea  and  snnrcebook  for  S\indayschool 
superintendents.     No.    3167.     Price.    $2.50. 

HOW   TO   SPEAK   AND   PRAY   IN   PUBLIC 

By  J.  Vernon  Jacobs.  Practical  book  arranged 
for  individnal  or  gronp  use,  with  assiRnments 
for  each  lesson.  Iiiolndes  voice  exercies.  Dis- 
cusses how  to  overcome  fear,  how  to  pray,  pre- 
side, plan  proi'vanis,  etc.  Ofi  pages,  paper.  No. 
2939.     Price,   95c. 

HOW  TO   LEAD  A  BIBLE  SCHOOL 

By  W.  Edward  Raffety.  17  inspirational,  friendly 
talks  to  the  superintendent.  Church-school  or- 
eanizations,  leadersliip,  records,  finance,  promo- 
ti'Mi.  wov  hip,  evangelism,  mission,  etc.,  are 
treated      No.   2932.     Price,   $1.75. 

FOUR-MINUTE   TALKS  FOR  SUPERINTENDENTS 

By  K.  L.  Webb.  52  four-minute  talks  that  touch 
till'  roiiimoiiplace  things  and  homely  activities  of 
evervd.iv  living  in  which  the  gr-^at  truths  of  God 
are   found.     1  fO    pages.     No.    2889.     Price.    $1.35. 

MORE    FOUR-MINUTE   TALKS   FOR 

SUPERINTENDENTS 

By  K.  L.  Webb.  A  sequel  to  first  book,  with  52 
more   ever.vday    talks.    No.   3038.     Price,    $1.36. 


THE    SUNDAY   SCHOOL   HANDBOOK 

By  James  DeForest  Murch.  A  digest  of  Sunday- 
sihoo]  principles,  organizations,  and  methods  for 
Inisv  leaders.  14  chapters,  with  diagrams  and 
bjlilingrapliips.  covc-riuj  evrry  im.iortant  phase  of 
Siinda.vschool  work.  79  pages,  paper.  No.  3201. 
Price.  4.50. 

HOW   TO   TEACH 

By  E.  W.  Thornton  and  C.  J.  Sharp.  A  scientific 
stiirlybcjnlc  of  mind  and  method  presented  so 
cle-rly  that  it  is  practical  for  parents,  tea  hers, 
and  training  classes.  128  pages,  paper.  No.  2940. 
Price,    95c. 


CHRISTIAN    EDUCAT'ON    AND    THE    LOCAL 
CHURCH 


By  James  DeForest  Murch.  Modern  church-school 
principles  and  practicps  are  mia  ured  by  the  New  Testament  norm.  A 
comprehensive  "mi'  I"  for  all  church  leaders  and  workers.  416  pages. 
No.    2759.     Price.    $3.25. 
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HOW  TO  ORGANIZE  AND  CONDUCT  A 
SUCCESSFUL    BIBLE    CLASS.     By    »uy    P. 

Leavitt.  Explains  why  and  how  to  do  it.  Dis- 
cusses the  officers,  their  qualifications  and 
duties,  the  program,  attendance,  classroom, 
and    equipment.     No.   2930.     Price,    each,    30c. 

THE  WORKEES'  CONFERENCE.    By  Guy  P. 

Leavitt.  Outlines  the  conference  purpose,  how 
it  should  be  set  up,  monthly  and  yearly  pro- 
grams, successful  conducting,  how  to  promote 
attendance,   etc.    No.   2925.    Price,   30c. 

HOW  TO  BUILD  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  AT- 
TENDANCE. By  Guy  P.  Leavitt.  Ideas  for 
buildin-g  attendance,  with  campaigns  for  new 
members  and  absentees.    No.  2931.    Price,  30c. 


(Please  add  10c  for  handling  on  orders  for  less  than  $1.00) 

Order  from  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company 


%4" 


LI" 


'^R.   INDiAk^' 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


Official  Organ  of  The  Brethren  Church 


VOL  LXXV,  No.  29,  July   18,   1953 


PAGE  T^'O 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGEIJE 


!       THE    BRETHREN    EVANGELIST 

PoblithfJ    wMkly.    cxctpt    tht    fourth    wftk    in    July    and 
th»    U<(    w«k    in    DfCfmbcr. 

THE  BKErnUEN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 
Ashland,  Ohio 

PIU  HENTI AL  COM M IH  EE 

J.  E.  Stookey,  Pros.;  H.  E.  Weidenhamer,  Viee  Pres. 
J.  G.  Dodds,  Secretary-Treasurer 

EI>n\)R  OF  PUBLICrVTIONS— W.  St.  Clair  Benshoff 

C<.)N'TKIBLTTING  EI>ITORS 

Rev.   Dyoll    Belote  Rev.  John   Byler 

Rev.  a  Y.  Gilmer  Rev.  Fred  C.  Vanator 

DEPARTMENT  EDITORS 

Rev.    L.    O.    McCartneysmith,    Brethren    Doctrine 

Rev.  Freeman  Ankrum,  Church  History 

Rev.  E)d\vin  Boardman,  Church  Methods 

TERMS  OF  SUBSCRIPTION:    J  1.50   per  year  w   advance. 

CHASQE  OF  ADDRtESS:    In  ordering  change  of  address,  always 

give    both    old    and    new    addresses. 

REUITTANCES:    S<nd    all    money,    bosincM  commnnicationt.    and    contrib- 
uted   articles    to: 

THE   BRETHREN   PUBLISHING  COMPANY 
ASHLAND.   OHIO 


i 


Eattnd    u    tecond    ctaji    matter    at    Ashland,    Ohio. 
at    rpcci*!    rate,    section    1103,    Act    of    October    3. 
September    3.     1928. 


Accepted    for   mailing 
1917.       Anthorized 


.<. 


Items  of  general  Interest 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  Our  Missionaries  to  the  Philip- 
pines, Rev.  and  Mrs.  Glenn  Shank,  were  guest  speakers 
in  the  Washington  church  on  June  28th.  They  had  charge 
of  all  of  the  services  of  the  day. 

WAYNE  HEIGHTS  BRETHREN  WAYNESBORO, 
PENNA.  From  Brother  N.  V.  Leatherman's  bulletin  we 
learn  that  he  has  accepted  the  call  of  the  Wayne  Heights 
church  to  serve  them  as  pastor  for  another  two  years. 

VINCO,  PENNA.  Brother  Woodrow  Brant  conducted  a 
Dedication  Service  for  children  on  June  28th.  The  Chil- 
dren's Day  program  was  presented  the  evening  of  June 
28th. 

.MEYERSDALE,  PENNA.  MAIN  STREET  BRETH- 
REN. Friday  evening,  June  26th,  a  carry-in  supper  was 
held  in  the  church  basement,  in  honor  of  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
D.  C.  White.  Brother  and  Sister  White  have  been  serving 
the  Meyer.sdale  church  in  the  time  between  pastors.  At- 
tendance at  the  affair  was  75. 

Brother  and  Sister  White's  last  Sunday  with  the 
Mcyersdale  church  was  July  5th.  Brother  Horace  Huse, 
the  new  pastor,  was  scheduled  to  l^egin  his  work  in 
Meyersdale  on  Sunday,  July  12th. 

BRYAN,  OHIO.  New  carpet  for  the  church  is  on  or- 
der, and  should,  by  this  time,  be  delivered  to  the  church. 
Included  in  their  remodelling  program  are  new  pew,<:f, 
with  the  old  ones  being  sold,  part  of  them  to  one  church 


and  the  rest  to  another.  The  money  thus  realized  was  p 
toward  the  redecorating  expense. 

OAKVILLE,  INDIANA.  Brother  Bright  Hanna  repor 
that  the  evening  service  of  June  28th  was  presented  1: 
the  three  Ashland  College  girls  who  are  helping  in  the 
Daily  Vacation  Bible  School. 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  Scheduled  speakers  for  tl 
Elkhart  church  during  the  Pastor's  vacation  are:  Augu 
2nd:  Rev.  W.  Clayton  Berkshire,  General  Secretary 
the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church,  and,  Ai 
gust  9th:  Rev.  W.  St.  Clair  Benshoff,  Editor  of  Publici 
tions,  of  the  Brethren  Publishing  Company. 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  A  wedding  of  unusu. 
note  occurred  the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  July  5th,  wh< 
Rev.  Horace  Huse  took  Miss  JoAnn  Hanna  as  his  bi'id 
Eight  Brethren  ministers  participated,  or  were  presei 
in  the  sei-vice.  Rev.  Virgil  Meyer,  uncle  of  the  brid 
performed  the  double  ring  ceremony,  assisted  by  Rev.  I 
H.  Rowsey,  present  pastor  of  the  bride.  Rev.  Robert  Hus 
brother  of  Rev.  Horace  Huse,  the  groom,  was  best  ma: 
Rev.  W.  St.  Clair  Benshoff,  former  pastor  of  the  brid 
at  Milledgeville,  played  the  Organ  for  the  ceremon; 
Other  ministers  present  were:  Donald  Rowser,  whoi 
wife,  Charlene  Rowser,  sang  for  the  wedding,  Williai 
Fells,  who  with  his  family  have  been  vacationing  in  tt 
Mid-west,  coming  through  Milledgeville  for  the  day,  an 
Rev.  J.  D.  Hamel,  of  nearby  Lanark. 

It  was  the  Editor's  privilege,  at  the  invitation  of  tl. 
Pastor,  Brother  H.  H.  Rowsey,  to  bring  the  message  i 
the  morning  worship  service  on  July  5th,  in  the  Milledgc 
ville  church. 

Sunday  evening,  June  28th,  Brother  J.  D.  Hamel,  soi 
in-law  of  Brother  Rowsey,  and  Pastor  of  the  Lanar 
Brethren  church,  brought  the  message  in  the  Milledgc 
ville  church. 


MISSIONARIES'  ITINERARIES 


BYLER'S  ITINERARY 

July  17-19 — Vinco,  Pennsylvania 

July  20-23 — Pennsylvania   Conference    (Vinco) 

July  24-26 — Berlin,  Pennsylvania 

July  27-30— At  home  in  Ashland 

July  31-Aug.  2 — Canton,  Ohio   (Tentative) 

Aug.  11-23 — At  home   in   Ashland — General   Conference 

Sept.  12-14— Elkhart,  Indiana 

SHANK'S  ITINERARY 

July        19 — Terra  Alta,  West  Virginia   (tentative) 

July  20-23 — Pennsylvania   Conference    (Vinco) 

July       26 — Cameron,  West  Virginia 

July  28-29— Oak  Hill,  West  Virginia 

Aug.         2 — Masontown,  Pennsylvania 

Aug.     4,    5 — Jones  Mills,  Pennsylvania 

Aug.     6,    7 — Cumberland,  Maryland 
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We  Editor's 


general  Gonference  —  /  953 


rHE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  of  our  General  Con- 
ference, in  this  issue  presents  the  tentative  draft  of 
he  1953  General  Conference  program.  There'll  be  some 
linor  changes  made  before  the  programs  themselves  are 
rinted,  but  this  gives  you  an  overall  picture  of  what  to 
xpect  virhen  you  come  to  Conference  this  year. 

It  is  a  very  excellent  program.  The  Committee  has 
lade  every  effort  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  boards  and 
rganizations,  and  also  to  give  plenty  of  time  for  in- 
'pirational  messages  and  Bible  studies.  This  is  no  mere 
job.  Anyone  w^ho  has  at  any  time  sat  on  the  General 
bonference  Executive  Committee  can  attest  to  the  long 
lours  of  work  "after  sessions"  and  of  the  problems  which 
:onfront  them. 

We  have  seen  the  effort  made  during  recent  years  to 
iimplify  the  program,  in  answer  to  the  cry  that  "it  was 
ailing  to  attend  all  of  the  sessions."  Likewise  came  the 
irgument  that  people  did  not  attend  some  of  the  ses- 
lions,  simply  because  the  program  was  too  full.  Thus, 
m  effort  was  made  to  omit  some  afternoon  sessions, 
md  to  reduce  the  number  of  double  sessions  in  the  eve- 
lings.  It  was  discovered  then,  that  people  who  came  to 
Conference  for  a  day  were  confronted  with  a  reduced 
)rogram  which  left  them  but  little  to  attend  during  the 
ifternoon.  The  pendulum  had  swung  to  the  other  end, 
hat  what  we  needed  was  a  full  program,  with  more  in- 
ipirational  addresses.  A  casual  look  at  this  year's  Confer- 
;nce  program  will  reveal  the  wisdom  of  the  Committee 
n  providing  the  kind  of  a  program  the  Brethren  desire, 
^revious  hard  working  committees  did  this,  too,  seeking 
o  meet  the  needs  and  desires  of  the  people  as  interpreted 
'rom  the  voice  of  the  people.  We  have  seen  both  types  of 
i^Ionfrence  programs  in  recent  years. 

As  you  look  at  this  year's  program  you  will  note  that 
t  is  a  "full"  program.  We  believe,  in  the  last  analysis, 
hat  this  is  the  kind  of  a  program  wanted  by  the  Breth- 
en.  It  took  experiment  and  testing  to  bring  this  about, 
lut  now,  we  believe  that  this  is  it! 

The  various  boards  are  represented.  Emphasis  is  given 
0  our  denominational  interests.  Each  day  presents  its 
3ible  lectures  and  inspirational  messages.  Truly  a  feast 
if  spiritual  blessings  is  in  store  for  each  and  every  per- 
on  who  attends. 

The   College   officials   are    hard    at    work    developing 


plans  to  entertain  Conference  delegates  and  friends.  Their 
job  is  no  small  afternoon  party.  It  is  big  business,  in 
every  sort  of  way.  To  help  in  providing  lodging  and  food 
for  the  many  hundreds  of  adults  and  young  people  who 
come  to  Ashland  for  all,  or  part  of  the  week,  is  a  task 
requiring  good  management.  When  you  arrive  in  Ashland 
and  attend  the  Conference  you  do  not  see  ver>'  much  of 
the  hard  work,  planning,  and  engineering  that  was  neces- 
sary to  make  your  stay  a  pleasant  one. 

From  the  standpoint  of  the  entertainment  and  the  Con- 
ference program  itself,  we  pay  tribute  to  those  who  have 
worked,  and  who  will  continue  to  work  to  make  this  one 
of  the  greatest  of  our  General  Conferences. 

We  are  looking  for  you  here  at  Ashland  next  month. 
If  you  have  been  here  before,  you  will  look  fonvard  to 
coming  again;  and  if  you  have  never  been  here  before, 
you  will  be  greatly  thrilled  as  you  attend  your  fii-st  Gen- 
eral Conference  of  the  Brethren  Church. 

Tlae  Executive  Committee  has  turned  out  a  top-notch 
program  for  your  benefit.  It  is  our  earnest  desire  that 
the  Brethren  will  be  found  in  the  sessions,  rather  than 
outside.  One  of  the  laments  against  having  a  full  pro- 
gram is  that  people  stand  outside  and  talk  instead  of  be- 
ing inside  in  the  sessions.  Speakers  spend  much  time  in 
preparing  their  messages  and  Bible  lectures.  It  is  dis- 
heartening to  witness  depleted  audiences  in  the  sessions, 
and  see  so  many  people  outside.  The  pews  in  the  Me- 
morial Chapel  are  veiy  comfortable.  The  sessions  are  so 
geared  this  year  that  they  A\ill  not  be  overly  long,  and 
there  is  sufficient  free  time  for  the  fellowship  of  visiting 
apart  from  the  hours  of  the  sessions. 

So,  let's  evaluate  the  program  in  this  issue  of  THE 
EVANGELIST.  Then  let  us,  Brethi-en,  come  to  the  Con- 
ference next  month  ^^^th  the  earnest  desire  to  be  filled 
with  spiritual  blessings  and  inspii-ations  which  we  can 
then  take  home  to  inspii-e  and  build  up  our  local  churches. 

Let  us  come  to  Conference  ^^'ith  a  prayer  in  our  hearts 
that  almighty  God  ■s\-ill  lead  and  show  the  Bi-ethren  His 
vdll  for  them.  Let  us  be  much  in  the  spirit  of  unity  and 
peace.  Let  us  come  seeking  a  better  undei-standing  of  the 
Gospel  that  we  might  better  witness  for  Oirist  in  out 
home  communities  and  thix»ughout  the  eJitii-e  world  in 
these  days  of  spiritual  darkness. W.  S.  B. 
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Moderator's  Address  given  at  the 
1953  Indiana  District  Conferena 

Reo.  Virgil  E.  Meyer 
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OUR  BEING  HERE  in  another  Indiana  District  Con- 
ference is  evidence  that  another  year  is  past.  Since 
we  last  met  many  things  have  happened  that  we  might 
note.  Some  of  the  faithful  who  were  here  for  the  last 
conference  have  been  called  to  a  "fairer  land  we  know." 
Some  are  here  for  the  first  time,  no  doubt,  because  they 
have  in  this  year  been  drawn  closer  to  our  Lord. 

It  is  not  our  purpose  at  this  time  to  conduct  a  memor- 
ial ser\'ice  for  the  departed,  though  they  might  deserve 
it,  nor  to  welcome  the  new,  though  we  are  ever  so  happy 
to  see  them  here.  It  is  our  purpose  to  examine  the  state 
of  the  past,  to  behold  the  fruit  of  the  present  and  to  de- 
clare our  hope  in  the  future. 

There  are  those  who  would  tell  us  that  we  should  never 
look  back  but  press  on  and  on,  but  it  seems  to  mc  that  it 
is  very  helpful  to  occasionally  look  back  to  see  where  we 
are.  In  going  across  a  large  lake,  it  is  only  by  looking 
back  to  the  shore  that  one  is  able  to  know  how  far  he 
has  gone. 

MATERIAL  BLESSINGS 

Let  us  take  a  glance  back  and  note  some  of  our  mate- 
rial blessings  as  a  church.  We  would  not  have  to  look  far 
to  see  how  greatly  we  have  been  blessed  in  having  such 
a  splendid  place  in  which  to  meet  for  this  conference.  We 
are  fortunate  to  be  able  to  draw  apart  from  the  hurry 
and  noise  of  a  town  or  city  to  unite  in  fellowship  and 
worship.  Our  young  people  come  here  and  find  the  inspira- 
tion to  give  themselves  in  full  time  Christian  dedication. 
We  mu-st  pay  tribute  to  those  of  the  past  who  had  the 
vision  and  spirit  of  unselfish  grace  to  secure  it  for  us. 

We  can  go  to  Ashland  and  find  there  a  Brethren  Col- 
I«^-ge  and  Seminary.  We  can  be  proud  of  our  facilities  for 
Chri.stian  education.  It  is  there  because  of  the  faith  and 
sacrifice  of  some  who  are  here  and  many  who  have  gone 
befere.  We  would  surely  look  at  the  new  chapel  on  the 
campus  and  thank  God  for  the  vision  and  faithfulness 
which  makes  it  a  present  fact  and  a  promise  of  greater 
.spiritual  depth  for  the  future. 

On  this  material  survey  and  mental  journey  to  Ash- 
land, we  would  see  just  across  the  street  from  the  College 
campus  a  very  attractive  building  and  well  equipped  pub- 
lishing plant  from  which  issues  our  church  literature. 
(This  too  was  built  through  the  vision  and    sacrifice    of 


some  past  and    some    present    here.)    It    is    a    materis 
FACT  for  which  we  should  turn  to  God  in  thankfulness 

Our  local  church  buildings  and  parsonages  also  repre 
sent  large  assets  in  material  blessings.  These  materia 
blessings  if  valued  in  the  dollars  and  cents  of  today  wouL 
represent  several  millions  of  dollars  of  material  worth 
Thus  we  see  that  God  has  blessed  us  as  a  church  mate 
rially. 

SPIRITUAL  BLESSINGS 

Our  Spiritual  Blessings  can  not  so  easily  be  assessed 
but  we  will  make  bold  to  call  to  mind  a  few  examples 

We  could  well  start  with  the  dedication  of  an  edu 
cated  ministry  that  has  been  faithful  enough  to  somes 
times  live  on  substandard  living  wages  to  faithfullj 
proclaim  the  truths  of  the  "living  word"  to  needy  souls 

We  must  be  thankful  for  the  "faithful"  of  every  con! 
gregation  that  carry  the  financial  load  of  the  churcl 
by  their  dedicated  tithing,  for  their  presence  at  th( 
prayer  services,  for  their  attendance  at  the  Sunda3 
evening  services  and  the  business  meetings  of  th( 
churches. 

We  must  not  overlook  the  blessings  that  come  fron: 
Sunday  School  teachers  who  are  in  their  classes  witl" 
lessons  prepared,  and  faithfully  and  patiently,  teaching 
our  children  and  youth  every  Sunday  of  the  year. 

In  every  church  there  are  deacons  who  help  theii 
pastors  carry  on  the  zeal  for  the  spiritual  welfare  oi 
the  flocks  of  our  Lord  and  there  are  trustees  who  care 
for   the    more   material   needs   of  the   places   of  worship, 

In  any  church  we  will  find  those  who  so  unselfishly 
give  of  their  time  to  provide  sacred  music  that  lends 
so  much  to  our  spirit  of  worship,  and  we  will  find  offi- 
cials of  the  church  taking  a  wide  variety  of  responsi- 
bilities that  the  work  of  the  church  may  go  on  and 
that  men  might  be  drawn  into  a  closer  relationship  with 
our  Lord. 

This  is  all  part  of  a  great  pattern  of  spiritual  dedi- 
cation without  which  the  church  would  be  quite  impos- 
sible. 

From  this  we  could  go  to  the  officials  of  our  district 
programs  and  then  to  our  national  church  boards  and 
thence   to   the  college  and  seminary  and  point  out  that 
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all  of  this  work  we  see  people  working  without  p;iy 
i|  vastly  underpaid  (as  is  the  case  of  our  college  and 
jminary  instructors)  and  thus  sec  that  God  has  blesscuJ 
iir  church  by  burdening  people  to  do  His  will  and  work. 

In  the  new  Memorial  Chapel,  at  Ashland,  we  see  por- 

ayed  the  mounting  spiritual  zeal  of  the  Women's  Mis- 

iiLnary    Society.    In    the    furnishings     of    the    Memorial 

uipel   and    the   new   missionaries'   home    we   get   an   in- 

;ght    into    a    more    united    and    dedicated    Laymen's    ef- 

jrt.   No   one  can  deny  that  the  Mission    Board    of    our 

I  urch  has  launched  a  program  that  has  brought  spirit- 

il   blessings   and   promises   to   bring  vastly   larger   bles- 

dness    in   the   near   future.    To    have    returned    mission- 

■ies  in  this  conference  is  not  the  least  of  the  spiritual 

essings  that  has  been  a  result  of  the  past.  Finally  we 

ust  pay  tribute   to    the    district    and    general    confer- 

ices    that  have   contributed   to   our    spiritual    sense     of 

Uowship   and   unity.   In   the   more  recent  past  we  have 

en   grow   to   fruition   an   expanded   youth   work   in   our 

lurch.  Partly  as  a  result  we  now  have  one  of  the  finest 

'oups   of   young   men  and   women   in   college   and   semi- 

iry  training  for  mission  and  ministry  that  the  denomi- 

ition   has   ever   had.    Great   spiritual   blessing    has    and 

ill   come   from    our   youth   emphasis.    So   we   have   come 

the  present  with  a  great  sense  of  material  and  spir- 

ual   blessing   but   also   with   a   great   sense   of   shortage 

id  need  of  fulfillment. 

In  this  present  we  will  find  churches  vdthout  pastors, 
here  has  been  a  shortage  of  ministers  in  the  Brethren 
hurch  for  the  last  ten  years.  This  in  spite  of  Paul's 
aving  said,  "For  whosoever  shall  call  upon  the  name 
f  the  Lord  shall  be  saved.  How  then  shall  they  call  on 
im  in  whom  they  have  not  believed?  and  how  shall 
ley  believe  in  him  of  whom  they  have  not  heard?  and 
ow  shall  they  hear  without  a  preacher?  And  how  shall 
ley  preach  except  they  be  sent?  as  it  is  written.  How 
eautiful  are  the  feet  of  them  that  preach  the  gospel  of 
eace  and  bring  glad  tidings  of  good  things!"  (Romans 
3:13-15). 

It  would  seem  quite  evident  that  a  church  must  be 
eld  responsible  for  the  ministerial  supply  of  its  pul- 
its.  Christian  parents  who  are  rearing  sons  and  daugh- 
irs  in  Christian  Homes  must  look  hard  at  the  respon- 
bility  of  this  problem,  as  must  church  deacons,  Sunday 
chool  Teachers,  youth  leaders,  pastors  and  college  and 
iminary  faculties.  Certainly  this  problem  will  be 
rought  to  solution  if  we  look  to  Christ.  The  following 
lay    on   words    points    us    to   the    problem    and   solution: 

"IP'» 

If  you  want  to  be  distressed,  look  within 
If  you  want  to  be  defeated,  look  back. 
If  you  want  to  be  distracted,  look  around. 
If  you  want  to  be  dismayed,  look  before. 
If  you  want  to  be  delivered,  look  to  Christ. 
If  you  want  to  be  delighted,  look  up." 

We  are  presently  living  in  a  world  that  has  been 
nly  half  evangelized.  Hundreds  of  millions  have  not 
een  brought  face  to  face  with  God  through  the  preach- 
ig  of  the  Gospel  of  Salvation.  These  millions  know 
othing  of  the  atoning  power  of  the  spilled  blood  of  our 
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NEXT  WEEK 


In  keeping  with  our  policy  of  dropping  two  issues 
of  THE  BKETHREiN  EVANGELIST  a  year,  we  rtmind 
you  that  next  week,  one  of  these  issues  will  be  thus 
dropped.  The  next  issue  you  will  receive  will  be  that  of 
August  1st. 


Lord.  The  Bylers  say  that  12  couples  are  needed  imme- 
diately to  carry  on  an  adequate  mission  work  in  Argen- 
tina but  we  have  only  one  couple  ready  to  go.  We  have 
sent  only  one  couple,  just  two  people,  to  a  vast  area  of 
Africa  where  there  are  about  one  hundred  thousand 
people  who  know  little  or  nothing  about  the  Word  of 
the  Living  God.  We  are  sending  one  lonely  couple  half 
way  around  the  world  to  start  a  mission  field  in  the 
Philippine  Islands.  When  Jesus  gave  the  great  commis- 
sion surely  he  meant  for  us  to  do  more  than  we  have 
done  to  fulfill  our  responsibility. 

There  is  a  shortage  of  mission  money  to  open  new 
fields  and  send  out  more  missionaries.  It  is  a  sad  com- 
mentary on  our  nation  that  last  year  we  spent  more 
money  for  dog  food  than  we  did  in  the  support  of  mis- 
sions. There  are  so  many  "'Christians'  in  our  churches 
who  do  not  believe  in  giving  to  missions. 

Dr.  Osw.ald  J.  Smith,  who  is  pastor  of  the  most  mis- 
sionary minded  church  in  Canada,  has  this  to  say  in  an- 
swer to  those  who  defend  their  miserliness  by  saying, 
"The  heathen's  religion  is  good  enough  for  them, — "I 
am  thinking  now  of  my  visit  to  Africa.  It  was  at  mid- 
night. Suddenly  there  was  a  death  wail  in  the  village;  a 
little  baby  had  died.  Immediately  the  witch  doctor  was 
called.  The  villagers  were  aroused.  Before  very  long  he 
had  pointed  out  a  woman  whom  he  accused  of  having 
caused  the  death  of  the  little  one.  She  immediately  pro- 
tested, insisting  that  she  was  innocent,  but  she  had  to 
be  tried.  They  hurried  her  away  to  the  tree  that  stood 
in  the  center  of  the  village.  She  was  told  to  climb  it 
and  then  hurl  herself  from  the  topmost  bough.  She  be- 
gan to  climb.  Presently  she  sat  on  one  of  the  branches 
and  again  protested  her  innocence.  Everyone  knew  she 
was  telling  the  truth.  She  was  one  of  the  finest  women 
in  the  village,  highly  respected  by  all,  but  the  witch 
doctor  had  pointed  her  out  as  the  one  guilty,  hence  she 
had  to  prove  her  innocence. 

Presently  she  commenced  climbing  again,  mitil  she 
had  reached  the  very  highest  limb  of  the  tree.  There  she 
sat,  again  maintaining  her  innocence.  Then,  before  the 
horrified  gaze  of  the  missionary,  she  threw  herself  do-wn 
to  the  hard  ground  and  was  instantly  killed,  most  of 
the  bones  of  her  body  being  broken.  She  was  thereby 
judged  guilty.   Had  she  been  innocent.  .  she    would    have 
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be«n  unharmed.  That,  my  friends,  has  happened  in  tlie 
case  of  hundi-eds  upon  hundreds.  Why  ? — Because  of 
their  religion.*'  Until  we  are  prepared  to  accept  that 
rvligion.  and  give  up  our  Christianity  let  none  of  us  say 
"their  religion  is  good  enough." 

The  story  is  the  same  witli  our  home  mission  giving. 
In  the  last  several  years  our  gifts  have  been  less  and 
less  in  spite  of  the  faithful  promise  of  our  Mission 
Board  to  build  new  clmrches  as  fast  as  we  provide  the 
money.  We  say  that  God  has  given  us  the  full  gospel- 
well,  He  gave  it  to  us  to  give  away.  Whole  communities 
ar«  witliout  a  church  or  the  orthodox  gospel  and  we  do 
little  or  nothing  about  it.  Our  church  must  face  its  rei- 
sponsibility  of  faitliful  mission  giving,  if  we  are  to  meet 
the  command  of  God  to  reach  the  world  with  the  saving 
knowledge  of  the  gospel. 

Just  last  week  while  attending  a  college  board  of 
trustees  meeting  at  Ashbnd  I  learned  that  the  Brethren 
Church  had  come  $70,000.00  short  of  raising  its  quota 
of  funds  for  the  new  buildings.  The  fire  at  Ashland  Col- 
lege has  necessitated  the  building  of  two  new  structures 
to  provide  the  facilities  which  were  destroyed.  Of  the  six 
hundred  thousand  dollar  building  program  the  church  was 
to  have  raised  only  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  but 
today  we  are  far  short  of  our  goal.  Some  churches  of 
our  district  have  given  quite  well  while  others  have 
made  little  or  no  plans  for  a  fund  i-aising  program. 

We  are  well  aware,  I  presume,  that  the  future  of  our 
church  depends  veiy  heavily  on  the  college  and  seminary 
to  provide  the  leadership  that  will  be  essential  to  the 
life  of  the  church.  We  can  be  very  sure  that  if  our 
church  college  goes  down  to  defeat  because  of  the  lack 
of  funds,  that  the  church  cannot  long  endure.  Some 
would  shamefully  use  the  excuse  that  the  college  is  not 
all  that  they  would  like  it  to  be  and  therefore  will  not 
support  it.  We  might  ask  ourselves,  "are  we  all  we 
ought  to  be?"  If  not,  would  we  have  God  withdraw  His 
support  from  us?  It  is  our  church  college  and  up  to  us 
to  make  it  what  it  ought  to  be  as  God  gives  us  His 
leading. 

There  is  a  very  noticeable  shortage  of  Brethren  Stu- 
dents at  Ashland,  but  there  is  no  shortage  in  the  caliber 
of  Brethren  Students  there.  Our  Brethren  Youth  work 
as  directed  by  Rev.  Charles  Mimson  is  helping  to  pro- 
mote a  fine  spirit  of  Christian  Fellowship  among  our 
Brethren  Students.  Again  we  must  support  our  college 
with  the  best  that  we  have  of  money,  prayers,  interest 
and  the  youth  of  our  homes  to  help  make  it  more  and 
more  positively  Christian. 

There  is  a  shortage  in  the  operating  funds  of  oar 
college.  The  college  went  in  debt  this  year  in  its  op- 
erating funds.  Costs  have  gone  up  but  our  Education 
OflFering,  which  is  for  the  college,  actually  went  down 
this  year.  We  must  somehow  face  the  fact  that  our  giv- 
ing in  our  Educational  Day  Offering  is  hardly  enough 
in  itself  to  support  the  seminary  alone.  We  doubt 
whether  there  has  ever  been  a  time  in  the  history  of 
our  country  or  in  morlern  day  history  when  there  has 
been  such  a  great  need  for  Christian  education  and 
Christian  Leadership.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  must  re- 
evaluate our  thinking  and  giving. 

There  is  a  wide  area  of  shortage    in    the    realms    of 


stewardship.  In  most  any  one  of  our  congregations  w 
have  a  considerable  percentage  of  membership  tha 
pays  little  or  nothing  to  support  the  program  of  God  i 
the  church.  I  don't  know  of  a  church  in  which  there  i 
not  a  curtailing  of  the  more  effective  program  becaus 
of  the  lack  of  funds  to  promote  it.  This,  in  spite  of  al 
of  the  promises  of  God  to  bless  and  prosper  those  wh 
faithfully  return  their  tithes  to  the  storehouse. 

A  very  real  shortage  in  the  spiritual  realm  can  b 
found  in  any  church  on  prayer  meeting  night.  Perhap 
there  is  a  greater  shortage  of  prayers  in  the  Brethre: 
Chuixih  than  there  are  shortages  in  any  other  area  o 
church  life.  This,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  we  have  th 
testimony  of  Christ  and  each  book  of  the  New  Testamen 
that  God  is  faithful  to  answer  the  petitions  of  the  be 
liever.  Prayer  is  the  key  that  unlocks  the  storehouse  o 
Heaven.  No  doubt  the  greatest  waste  in  our  church  ex 
perience  is  to  be  found  in  the  unoffered;  prayers.  Thi 
power  is  there  and  God  is  waiting  to  bestow  it  on  thosi 
who  come  believing. 

There   is   a   shortage   of  consecrated  laymen.   Some   o 
(Continued  on  Page  14) 


DR.    KUHN    RETURNS    FROM    EUROPE  TC 
SPEAK  TO  YOUTH  AT  CONFERENCE 

The  speaker  for  tbe  Brethren  Youth  Confer 
ence  this  year  will  spend  his  summer  in  Europe 
as  he  has  done  since  1948.  He  will  arrive  in  Nev 
York  just  one  day  prior  to  his  coming  to  Ashland 
The  experiences  gained  working  with  refugees  ii 
West  Berlin  will  serve  to  give  Dr.  Kuhn  a  fresh 
ness  of  approach  as  he  talks  to  our  youth. 

Out  of  the  last  60  months,  Dr.  Kuhn  has  spen" 
32  of  them  in  Europe.  At  the  Youth  Conferenc< 
he  will  show  pictures  of  his  travels  and  relat» 
how  the  Gospel  is  being  preached  to  multitude; 
of  people  on  the  move  from  the  Red  Terror. 

Those  of  us  who  have  had  the  opportunity  o: 
hearing  Dr.  Kuhn,  can  testify  to  his  sincere 
Christian  approach  to  life  in  our  times.  This  ap 
proach  makes  him  acceptable  as  a  speaker  tr 
youth.  We  feel  particularly  honored  to  have  Dr 
Kuhn  as  youth  speaker  this  year.  Contacts  hav( 
been  made  for  two  years  in  an  effort  to  get  Dr 
Kuhn  for  Conference. 

No  youth  should  miss  this  opportunity  to  se( 
and  hear  first  hand  accounts  of  life  in  Germany 
and  Yugoslavia. 

Conference  this  year  is  August  17th-23rd. 
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J^ISS  LISKEY  WRITES  FROM  MARAMA 

.  .  It  makes  me  very  happy  indeed  to  send  greetings 
0  you  from  Africa.  As  I  look  back  upon  my  months  in 
Lfrica  this  term,  my  heart  is  filled  with  gratitude  for 
enewed  health  and  for  answers  to  prayer  such  as  I  have 
ever  before  experienced. 

It  seems  that  no  more  than  one  problem,  physical  or 
piritual,  was  solved  until  there  w,as  another  one  to  be 
irhipped.  I  have  borne  the  burdens  of  various  Africans 
nly  by  the  grace  of  God.  I  have  experienced  as  never 
efore  constant  and  unceasing  prayer.  The  Lord  Jesus 
las  been  an  ever-present  help  in  time  of  great  need.  Ihe 
ord  has  heard  and  answered  prayer — yours  and  mine, 
^nd  so  I  do  praise  Him  for  better  health  and,  with  days 
o  demanding,  one  has  no  time  to  be  sick.  But  "all  things 
lo  work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God." 

The  country 

Since  my  return  to  Africa,  I  have  been  working  at 
VLarama,  a  station  opened  in  1930,  which  is  located  forty- 
pwo  miles  southeast  of  Garkida.  We  live  up  on  a  beau- 
tiful plateau  and  enjoy  a  much  cooler  climate  than  at 
Grarkida.  There  are  some  beautiful  mountains  in  sight, 
and  at  the  foot  of  the  plateau  flows  the  great  Haal  River 
that  fonns  the  valley  where  Garkida  is  located.  A  very 
winding  road  takes  us  off  the  plateau  as  we  go  toward 
Garkida  or  toward  Jos.  It  is  a  scenic  drive  and  I've  en- 
joyed its  beauties  as  I  have  travelled  quite  often  to  Gar- 
kida during  the  last  several  months. 

The  actual  station  here  is  not  a  large  one.  We  have 
three  residences,  a  guest  house  for  vacationers,  a  large 
elementary  school,  a  women's  school,  church,  dispensary, 
carpenter  shop,  garage  and  some  near-by  African  com- 
pounds. It  is  blessed  with  many  beauties — flowering  and 
fruit  trees,  flowers,  birds,  and  lovely  grass.  There  is  a 
near-by  village  made  up  almost  entirely  of  Christians. 
Here  live  most  of  our  teachers,  dispensary  and  station 
workers. 

Schools 

Surrounding  Marama  there  are  many  large  and  small 
villages.  Miss  Clara  Harper  (from  Ashland,  Ohio),  who 
is  our  out-village  worker  and  supervisor  of  our  Wom- 
en's School,  has  fourteen  out-village  schools  to  supervise. 
Most  of  these  teachers  she  has  trained  herself. 

Children  attend  these  schools  two  years  and  then  come 
to  Marama  to  complete  their  five  year  period  of  educa- 
tion. These  teachex'S  also  conduct  services  on  Sunday  and 
teach  Sunday  school  classes.  Many  dispense  certain  medi- 
cines that  are  sent  out  from  our  dispeinsary  here.  Their 
responsibilities    and    opportunities    are    indeed    great. 

In  just  two  more  weeks  I  will  finish  one  year  as  head- 
mistress of  our  Marama  School.  It  has  been  an  invalu- 
able and  enjoyable  experience.  Along  with  learning  about 
children,  I  have  learned  many,  many  things  about  an  Af- 
rican school. 


This  term  we  have  about  2C0  pupils,  CO  of  whom  are 
beginners.  There  were  too  many  for  one  teacher;  so  half 
came  in  the  morning  and  half  in  the  afternoon.  You 
would  be  interested  in  seeing  30  little  ones  sitting  in  a 
large  circle  under  a  near-by  tree,  learning  to  write  in 
the  sand.  This  is  the  latest  method  of  teaching  beginners 
to  write — that  is  in  Africa,  I  mean.  After  they  can  form 
good  letters  in  the  sand,  they  are  given  pencil  and  paper. 

Subjects  much  the  same  as  in  American  schools  are 
taught,  except  two  foreign  languages,  Hausa  and  Eng- 
lish. Hausa  is  begun  during  the  second  half  of  the  first 
year;  English  the  beginning  of  the  second  year.  It  still 
amazes  me  how  they  learn  languages. 

I  am  teaching  all  of  the  English  in  the  final  year  of 
school  here.  And  it  is  delightful  and  fascinating  to  say 
the  least.  English  is  always  a  favorite  subje»c;t  of  the  chil- 
dren. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  redecorated  and  im- 
proved our  school  buildings.  We  have  a  separate  chapel 
where  we  have  devotions  twice  weekly.  And  how  the  chil- 
dren do  love  to  sing.  And  how  I  love  to  lead  them  I 

Medical  Work 

During  the  first  week  in  April  I  moved  into  the  nurses' 
house  here.  Miss  Ruth  Utz,  of  Brightwood,  Virginia, 
the  nurse  here,  has  gone  home  on  furlough;  and  on  that 
very  day  I  took  over  the  medical  work  at  the  dispensary. 
That  was  a  most  happy  day  for  me  I 

The  dispensary  is  really  like  a  small  hospital,  for  pa- 
tients from  far  away  come  and  live  in  the  Ward  build- 
ings or  in  round  mud  houses  provided  by  the  hospital. 
At  times  there  may  be  as  many  as  30  to  40  such  patients. 
They  come  with  food,  wood,  washing  pots  and  dishes  pre- 
pared to  cater  for  themselves.  So  really,  it's  like  a  small 
hospital  except  there  is  no  resident  doctor.  However,  Dr. 
Paul  Petcher,  from  Garkida,  makes  occasional  visits  to 
see  our  patieints.  Just  last  week  he  spent  the  day  \^ith 
us — and  oh,  what  a  blessing  to  have  his  help  and  sugges- 
tions. When  there  is  no  doctor,  the  nurse  must  diagnose 
and  prescribe  medicine  just  like  a  doctor. 

We  do  often  take  serious  cases,  bad  fractures  and  op- 
erative cases  to  Garkida  Hospital.  It  seemed  for  a  month 
or  so  that  I  was  running  a  regular  ambulance  route  to 
Garkida.  I  was  the  only  nurse  and  the  only  driver  for 
a  while;  so  night  or  day  I  might  be  seen  plugging  along 
in  my  little  Ford,  taking  a  patient  to  Garkida. 

We  have  had  six  snake-bite  cases  in  the  last  two  to 
three  months  (without  a  single  death).  Quite  often  the 
nurse  is  stumped  by  emergencies;  so  she  reads  and  fol- 
lows, for  instance,  The  Red  Cross  First-aid  Book,  and 
finds  it  most  helpful  until  they  say,  "Call  the  doctor  im- 
mediately" or  '"do  so  and  so  until  the  doctor  comes." 
Then  she  realizes  that  the  doctor  is  42  miles  or  one  and 
a  half  hours  away;  so  she  does  the  best  she  can  and 
prays  about  the  rest. 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 
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TENTATIVE  GENERAL  CONFERENCE  PROGRAM 
To  be  held  on  the  Ashland  College  Campus 

August  17-23,  1953 

SESSIONS   WILL  BE  HELD  IN  MEMORIAL  CHAPEL 
General  Theme— 1952-1957:   "Into  All  The  World" 


Monday  evening — August  17 

6:30-  7:15     Credentials  will  be  received  by  the  Confer- 
ence Membership  Committee 

7:30-  7:45     Praise  Service 

Led  by  the  Conference  Song  Director 

7:45-  8:00     Devotions  by  the  Moderator 

Rev.  Percy  Miller 

8:00  Vice   Moderator's   Address 

Rev.  Virgil  Meyer 

Tuesday  morning — August  18 

8:00-  9:00     Simultaneous  Sessions: 

Ministers,  Laymen,  S.  M.  M.,  Brotherhood 

9:00-  9:15     Musical  Meditations   Music  Committee 

9:15-10:00     Inspirational  Hour 

9:15-9:35     Music  (Singing) 

Devotions  by  Rev.  J.  Edgar  Berkshire 

9:35-10:00     Inspirational  Message 

Rev,  Wood  row  Brant 

"WONDER  OF  WONDERS" 

10:00-11:00     Business  Session 

Membership  Committee  report 
Election  of  Conference  Officers 
Election  of  New  Conference  Executive  Com- 
mittee 
Conference  Treasurer's  Report 
Special  Committees  reports 

11:00-12:00     Singspiration 

Prayer Rev.  C.  Y.  Gilmer 

Moderator's  Address    ....Rev.   Percy   Miller 

Tuesday  afternoon 

1:45-  2:45     Inspirational     Program     sponsored     by     the 
Women's  Missionary  Society 
Devotions  by  Ella  Baer 

Special  Music The  Robert  Byler  Family 

Missionary   Address. Mrs.    Lloyd    Studebaker 
(Mrs.  Studebaker  is  a    missionary    on    fur- 
lough from    the    African    Church    of    the 
Brethren  mission  station.  She  worked  with 
Veda  Liskey.) 

Pianist    Mrs.   W.   S.   Benshoff 

Song  Leader   Mrs.  Floyd  Benshoff 


Tuesday  evening 

6:45-  7:15     Youth  Vespers 

7:25-  8:15     College  &  Seminary  Presentation 

8:15-  9:00     Inspirational     Program     sponsored     by    th 
Laymen 
Devotions Lynn  Stum] 

Wednesday  morning — ^August  19 

8:00-  9:00     Simultaneous  Sessions: 

Ministers,    Laymen,    W.    M.    S.,    S.    M.  M: 
Brotherhood 
9:00-  9:15     Musical  Meditations 
9:15-  9:35     Music  (Singing) 

Devotions  by  Rev.  Thomas  Shannor 

9:35-10:00     Inspirational  Address  ....Rev.  Floyd  Siberl 

10:00-11:00     Business  Session: 

Brethren  Publishing  Company  Session 

(Set   Hour— 10:00  A.   M.) 

Conference  Business 

(Please!  Make  reports  brief!) 

Conference  Minutes 

Membership  Committee  Report 

Committee  on  Committees  Report 

Fratei-nal    Relations    Committee    Report 

Committee  on  Peace  Report 

Nominations    and    election    for   Membership 

on: 

Mission  Board 

Benevolent  Board 

National  Sunday  School  Board 

(Reports  of  other  Committees) 
11:00-12:00     Singspiration  (led  by  the  Music  Committee) 

Prayer   Rev.  Spencer  Gentle 

BIBLE     STUDY  —  "CHRIST    THE     SER- 
VANT" 

Professor  Delbert  B.  Flora,  Dean  of  Ashland 
Seminary 

Wednesday  afternoon 

1:45-  2:45  Inspirational  Program  sponsored  by  Ashland 
College  and  Seminary,  under  the  direction 
of  Miss  Mildred  Furry 
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Wednesday   eveninig 


11:00-12:00 


6:45-  7:15     Youth  Vespers 

7:25-  8:15     Sunday  School  Board  Presentation 
8:15-  9:00     Devotions  by  Jerry  Flora^ 

Address:  "LINKING  DIVINE  POWP^R  AND 
HUMAN  NEED" 

Dr.  John   Mulder,   President    of    Western 
'  Theological  Seminary,  Holland,  Michigan 

Thursday  morninig — August  20 

8:00-  9:00     Simultaneous  Sessions: 

Ministers,  Laymen,  W.  M.  S.,  S.  M.  M., 
Brotherhood 

9:00-  9:15     Musical  Meditations 
9:15-  9:35     Music  (Singing) 

Devotions    Walter  Lichtenberger 

9:35-10:00     Inspirational      Address:    "NEEDED:      THE 
SPIRIT  OF  PERSUASION" 

Rev.  Clarence   Stogsdill 

10:00-11:00     Business  Session: 

Conference  Minutes 

Membership  Committee  Report 

Report    of    Treasurer    of    National    Sunday 

School  Association 

Statistician's  Report 

(Report  of  special  committees) 

BENEVOLENT  BOARD  SESSION 

Singspiration 

Prayer Rev.  W.  St.  Clair  Benshoff 

BIBLE  STUDY:  "CHRIST,  THE  SUBSTI- 
TUTE"    Rev.  James  Ault 

Thursday  afternoon 

1 :45-  2 :45     Prayer  Meeting    Youth  in  Charge 

3:00-  4:00     W.  M.  S.  Session 

Thursday  evening 

6:45-  7:15     Youth  Vespers 

7:25-  8:15     Missionary  Board  Presentation 

Rev.  W.  Clayton  Berkshire,  presiding 
8 :15-  9 :00     Devotions    Everett  Miller 

Inspirational  Address:  Rev.  Robert  O.  Byler 
Missionary  to  Argentina. 

Friday  morning — August  21 

8:00-  9:00     Simultaneous  Sessions: 

Ministers,   Laymen,   W.   M.     S.,    S.    M.    M., 
Brotherhood 
9:00-  9:15     Musical  Meditations 

9:15-  9:35     Music  (Singing) 

Devotions    Rev.   Elmer  Carrithers 

9:35-10:00     Inspirational  Address    ..Rev.  H.  H.  Rowsey 

"THE  WORLD'S  MOST  WONDERFUL 
WORDS" 

10:00-11:00       Business  Session: 
Conference  Minutes 
Membership  Committee  Report 
Financial  Report  of  Brethren  Youth  Board 
Nomination  &  Election  of  Youth  Board 
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Nomination     &     P^lection     of      brotherhood 

lioard 
(Report  of  Special  ComnnitteeHj 
11:00-12:00     Sing.spiration 

Prayer  Rev.  Vernon  GriHso 

Bible  Study:  "CHRIST  THE  REVELATOK" 

liev.  W.  S.  Crick 

Friday  aftermKjn 

12:30  W.  M.  S.  Luncheon 

1:45-  2:45     Devotions    Lawrence  L.  liuLon 

Inspirational    Program    sponsored     by      the 

Laymen 
Address   Dr.  Glenn  L.  Clayton 

Friday  evening 

6:45-  7:15     Youth  Vespers 

7:25-9:00     Devotions    Professor    Heniy    Bates 

ASHLAND  COLLEGE  &  SEMINARY  AN- 
NIVERSARY PROGRAM 

Saturday   morning — August   22 

8:00-  9:00     Simultaneous  Sessions: 

Ministers,   Laymen,   W.   M.     S.,     S.    :\I.    M., 
Brotherhood 
9:00-  9:15     Musical  Meditations 

9:15-  9:35     Music  (Singing) 

Devotions    Rev.   L.  V.   King 

9:35-10:00     Inspirational  Address  .  .Rev.  Milton  Bowman 

10:00-11:00     Business  Session: 

Confex'ence  Minutes 
Membership  Committee  Report 
Time  and  Place  of  1954  General  Conference 
Action  on  Printing  of  Conference  Annual 
Report  of  Goals  Committee 
Report  of   Committee    on    Moderator's   Ad- 
dress 
Report  of  Resolutions  Committee 
Unfinished  business,  other  Reports 
Adjournment  of  business  session,  sine  die 

11:00-12:00     Singspiration: 

Prayer    Rev.  Alvin  Grumbling 

Bible  Study:  "CHRIST  THE  REWARD" 
Dr.  L.  E.  Lindower,  Dean  of  Ashland  College 

Saturday  afternoon 

1:45  MUSICALE  sponsored  by  Brethren  Youth 

Saturday  evening 

7:30-  9:00     Brethren  Youth  Presentation 
Brethren  Yoi;th  Pageant 

Sunday  morning — August   23 

9:30-10:30     Sunday   School    Mr.    Walter  Wertz 

10:30-10:45     Musical  Interlude 

(People  seated  during  tliis  interlude) 

(Sunday  morning  church  service  on  next  page) 
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10:45-11:45     Doxology    (Congiegation   Standing) 

Invocation    Conference  Moderator 

Hymn  of  Praise 

Devotions    Rev.   S.   M.   Whetstone 

Offertory 

Special  Music Conference  Choir 

Sennon:  "THE    BRETHREN    AND    THAT 
'GO  YE'"   Rev.  Edward  Miller 

Benediction    Rev.  Miller 


Young  Men  and  Boys' 
Brotherhood  Program 

Percy  C.  Miller 
Program  for  month  of  August 

Topic— "The  Prodigal  Son" 

(Use  this  to  the  best  possible  advantage.  Preparation 
before  the  meeting  will  be  time  well  spent.  This  is  a  dif- 
fei-ent  tj^pe  of  program.  If  you  can  use  tliis  type  of  pro- 
gram, we  will  provide  another  Later.) 

To  read:  Luke  15:11-32  (Let  two  or  three  boys  read) 

To  think  about:  As  you  prepare  to  act  out  this  story  of 
two  boys  and  their  father,  try  to  capture  the  feelings  of 
each  one  of  these  Bible  characters  ( Be  sure  you  luiderstand 
that  prodigal  means  recklessly  wasteful.) 

Here  is  a  father  with  two  sons.  One  is  a  good,  obedient, 
stable  son  who  never  disappoints  his  father.  The  other  is 
a  wild,  disobedient,  unstable  boy  who  runs  off  and  does 
disappoint  his  father  in  many  ways.  How  does  a  father 
feel  about  two  such  sons?  Can  he  love  one  more  than  the 
other?  Can  he  understand  both  equally  well? 

.■\nd  how  would  you  feel  if  you  were  the  good  boy  who 
always  stayed  home  and  helped  your  father?  Would  you 
have  been  angary  when  your  brother  came  back  and  was 
greeted  with  open  arms?  If  you  had  been  the  Prodigal 
Son,  how  would  you  have  felt  when  you  left  home? 
When  you  were  away  ?  When  you  finally  returned  ?  When 
you  saw  how  your  father  rejoiced  ?  When  you  saw  how 
your  brother  became  angry? 

To  do:  Act  out  the  story  of  the  Prodigal  Son.  Try  to  put 
as  much  feeling  into  it  as  you  possibly  can. 

Prayer  (led  by  a  boy):  Our  Father,  we  are  thankful  for 
your  love  for  us  even  when  we  are  doing  wrong.  Amen. 

More  to  think  about:  How  could  the  father  of  the  Prod- 
igal Son  havf;  df-alt  with  his  boys  so  there  would  have 
been  less  jealousy?  What  did  he  do  to  drive  one  com- 
pletely away  from  home?  Why  was  the  other  so  willing 
to  stay  at  home  and  V>e  a  good  boy?  Did  the  father  love 
both  boys  equally  well?  Do  we  forgive  more  readily 
when  we  love? 

It  is  a  wonderful  feeling  to  know  that  God  will  deal 
with  us  in  the  same  generous  way.  Even  though  we  be- 
come one  of  his  prodigal  sons,  he  will  be  willing  to  take 


us  back.  May  we  be  as  willing  to  forgive  those  around  us 

More  to  do:  Think  of  something  wrong  that  you  hav 
done,  plan  how  to  make  up  for  your  wrong,  ask  forgive 
ness. 

Prayer  (Led  by  a  boy) :  Our  Father,  help  us  to  be  as  for 
giving  with  others  as  thou  art  with  us.  Amen. 


MBSSIONARY  DEPARTMENT 

(Continued  from  Page  7) 


I  am  very  grateful  for  a  staff  of  willing  and  experi- 
enced African  helpers,  and  especially  happy  to  'have,  as  of 
last  week,  a  returned  former  dispensary  worker.  Madu 
has  just  completed  the  two-year  Pastors'  Course,  taught 
at  our  Chibuk  Station.  He  felt  called  of  God  to  take  this 
pastors'  training,  but  will  continue  to  do  part  time  work 
in  the  dispensary.  He  will  probably  be  chosen  assistant 
pastor  in  the  near  future.  He  will  be  an  invaluable  addi- 
tion to  our  staff  as  he  helps  wdth  personal  evangelistic 
work  among  our  patients — visiting  and  praying  with 
them. 

Every  morning  we  have  prayers  with  the  patients  and 
each  Sunday  afternoon  special  services  are  held  in  the 
near-by  church  for  patients.  We  are  always  conscious  of 
spiritual  and  physical  needs  and  pray  for  healing  of  body 
and  spirit. 

GOOD  Help 

Very  soon  after  I  moved,  the  Monroe  Good  family 
moved  from  Garkida  to  Mai^ama.  Miss  Harper  and  I  are 
most  happy  to  have  some  help.  They  have  been  in  Africa 
only  about  seven  months  and  were  in  language  study  in 
Garkida  prior  to  coming  here.  Monroe  will  have  charge 
of  the  shop,  the  fruit  orchard  and  other  station  work. 
He  is  also  to  be  our  pastor  and  to  assist  Miss  Harper  in 
her  out-village  work.  He  already  has  a  horse  for  trek- 
king into  the  "bush"  to  villages  that  cannot  be  reached 
by  car  or  bicycle.  Miss  Harper  goes  by  bicycle  or  foot — 
often  ten  to  fifteen  m.ile  trips — visiting  her  schools,  hold- 
ing services  and  teaching  women. 

Mrs.  Good  (Ada)  is  to  take  my  place  as  headmistress, 
beginning  next  term  (July).  The  Goods  have  three  lovely 
children,  whom  Clai'a  and  I  enjoy  having  tremendously. 
We  all  get  together  on  Saturday  nights  for  prayer  and 
meditation.  On  Thursday  nights  we  have  prayer  meeting 
with  the  Africans  in  the  church. 

May  I  close  with  these  ever-present  prayer  needs: 

For  laborers — pray  for  more  laborers  for  the  ripening 
harvest; 

For  funds — The  gold  and  silver  are  His.  May  they  not 
be  given  back  to  Him  ? 

For  wisdom  in  dealing  with  the  African  as  a  person 
and  as  a  Christian  or  non-Christian, 

For  the  sake  of  Christ,  your  servant  in  Africa, 

— ^Veda  Liskey. 
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TOPIC  FOR  JULY  26,  1953 

MAKING  A  GO  OF  MARRIAGE 

Scripture  Reading:  Epiu  5:22-23 

Ip  THE  READER'S  DIGEST  for  Sept.  1952,  J.  P. 
'^  McEvoy  says,  "Of  course  nobody  can  tell  anybody 
.vhat  marriage  is  like.  But  the  new  members  of  the  lodge 
;,an  get  some  idea  from  the  old  story  of  the  New  Eng- 
land town  meeting — how  everybody  got  together  in  the  old 
meeting  house  and  passed  three  resolutions.  First,  they 
agreed  to  build  a  new  meeting  house.  Second,  they  agreed 
to  build  the  meeting  house  out  of  the  material  of  the 
old  meeting  house.  Third,  they  agreed  to  use  the  old 
meeting  house  while  the  new  one  was  being  built. 
And  then  they  adjourned. 

"I  claim  it  is  at  this  point  that  marriages  begin.  Two 
people  get  together  and  agi-ee  to  build  a  new  life.  They 
also  agree  that  they  ,are  going  to  use  the  old  materials 
to  build  their  new  life.  And,  finally,  they  agree  not  to 
change  each  other  while  they  are  building  this  new  life. 

"Now  it's  possible  to  change  an  old  house  into  a  new 
house  and  go  on  living  in  it  while  the  alterations  are  be- 
ing made.  But  it  takes  a  lot  of  doing  to  carry  on  with 
carpenters  perpetually  underfoot  and  painters  overhead 
— to  paraphrase  Eddie  Guest — it  takes  a  heap  of  givin' 
(and  takin')  in  a  house  to  make  it  home." 

If  your  marriage  is  at  all  typical,  you  will  quarrel  and 
argue  mostly  about  money,  jealousy,  and  children,  in 
that  order.  There  is  no  use  thinking  that  we  are  differ- 
ent from  the  millions  of  other  couples  who  have  been 
married  and  have  quarreled  about  these  things.  We  had 
better  face  the  problems  and  be  prepared  when  the 
storm  breaks. 

1.  THE  PROBLEMS  OF  MONEY.  "Family  finances  are 
a  family  affair,  and  a  general  agreement  about  the  way 
money  should  be  used  is  one  of  the  firm  foundations  of 
marital  contentment  .  .  .  One  couple  may  think  that  life 
is  insupportable  without  a  new  car  .and  will  cheerfully 
make  do  with  old  clothes.  Another  couple  will  ride  the 
subway  to  save  money  for  a  trip  to  Europe;  a  third  may 
decide  that  a  good  address  comes  first.  The  main  point  is 
that  husband  and  wife  agree  on  the  car,  or  the  trip  to 
Europe  or  the  coiTect  place  to  live.  "Her  money"  is  an- 
other entry  under  this  heading.  There  ai-e  still  women 
who  think  it  is  the  husband's  pai't  to  support  the  family 
and  that  any  money  the  wife  earns  is  hers  to  spend  as 
she  pleases.  This  concept  strikes  me  as  not  only  shabby 
but  dangerous."* 

2.  MIND  YOUR  MANNERS.  The  advertisements  are 
full  of  warnings  as  to  what  may  happen  if  you  get  "dish 
pan  hands"  or  allow  your  hair  to  become  long  and 
stringy.    But  all   the   grooming   in   the   world   counts   for 


little  in  comparison  with  plain  politenesH  when  it  comes 
to  harmonious,  everyday  living.  Beware  of  the  fallacy 
that  home  is  the  place  where  manners  don't  count  and  a 
husband  or  wife  is  someone  you  can  be  rude  to.  Only  the 
best  behavior  is  good  enough  for  daily  use."** 

3.  HAVE  FAITH  IN  EACH  OTHER.   In  the  Reader's 

Digest  for  Dec.  1952  you  will  find  an  excellent  article 
on  this  point.  Here  is  the  story  of  a  woman  who  thought 
that  her  husband  was  being  unfaithful  to  her.  From  out- 
ward appearances  it  seemed  that  he  was.  But  she  did  not 
know  that  the  ijhone  in  his  office  was  disconnected  each 
evening  at  the  switchboard,  nor  that  he  was  working  in 
the  filing  room.  And  she  did  not  know  that  he  was  work- 
ing these  late  hours  to  obtain  money  with  which  to  pur- 
chase her  birthday  gift.  We  must  not  only  learn  to  love 
each  other,  we  must  learn  to  trust  each  other. 

4.  HAVE  FAITH  IN  GOD.  A  number  of  years  ago 
Henry  Link  made  the  observation  that  "Church  going 
families  are  happier  families."  It  is  a  fact  that  there  are 
fewer  marriage  break  ups  among  people  who  have  a  firm 
belief  in  God  and  who  attend  church  services  regularly. 
The  very  qualities  that  are  necessary  for  happy  homes 
are  taught  in  church.  Qualities  such  as  kindness  and  con- 
sideration for  others  and  a  recognition  of  our  own  faults 
and  shortcomings. 

TEN  COMMANDMENTS  FOR  A  HAPPY 
MARRIAGE*** 

1.  Since  it  is  against  nature  for  anyone  to  love  100% 
all  of  the  time,  don't  demand  constant  expressions  of 
love,  even  though  love  is  the  foundation  of  marriage  and 
the  home. 

2.  Marriage  is  a  partnership.  Happy  homes  are  made 
by  understanding  and  cooperative  effort. 

3.  In  marriage  all  things  add  up;  congenial  conversa- 
tion, sexual  haraiony,  shared  interests,  and  practical 
helpfulness  are  interrelated  and  strengthen  each  other. 

4.  Like  light,  hearing  or  speech,  sex  should  be  used 
intelligently  for  the  enrichment  of  married  life. 

5.  Both  husband  and  wife  should  respect  the  indi\nd- 
uality  of  the  other.  As  mates  they  need  not  only  com- 
mon interests,  but  other  interests  which  can  be  followed 
separately  and  shared  only  in  the  telling. 

6.  Live  fully  for  the  day  and  don't  mar  it  by  undue 
worry  about  tomorrow.  Attempt  to  settle  differences  at 
the  day's  end;  don't  store  them  up  and  cany  them  into 
tomorrow. 

7.  Don't  trj'^  to  refonn  or  "educate"  your  mate,  for 
such  attempts  are  seldom  successful.  Strive  for  full  ac- 
ceptance, despite  his  or  her  short-comings. 

8.  Emphasize  the  virtues  and  strong  points  of  your 
husband  or  wife  and  praise  them  to  her  (him)  and  to 
others. 

9.  ]\Iembers  of  a  family  must  absorb  and  discount  oc- 
casional hostility  and  bad  temper  which  one  or  the  other 
may  show.  To  respond  in  kind  is  to  make  a  bad  situa- 
tion worse. 

10.  Learn  to  share  your  feelings  whether  they  be  af- 
fection or  irritation,  and  be  equally  i-eady  to  accept  those 
of  your  mate.   Marriage  can  sur^-ive  many  troubles,  but 
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cannot  endure  pretense.  Its  greatest  security  lies  in  be- 
ing genuine  and  vea\. 

•Mind  Your  Manners — by  Agnes  Rogers.  Reader's  Digest, 

Aug  l;>ol. 
••Agnes  Rogers — ibid. 

•••Ten  Commandments  For  A  Happy  Marriage — Parent's 
M:ig.  Nov.  1950. 

OTHER   ARTICLES 

How     To    Save    Our     Marriage — Parent's    Mag.    Jan.   '51 

(very  good) 

Will  Your  Marriage  Last? — Parent's  Mag.  Aug.  '49  (ex- 
cellent) 

Most  Dangerous  Years  of  Marriage — American  Mag. 
Aug.  "51  (Every  married  person  should  read  this  ar- 
ticle and  certainly  everyone  who  plans  to  be  married.) 


TOPIC  FOR  AUGUST  2,  1953 
IS  YOUR  HO-ME  FUN? 

YOUR  HOME  CAN  BE  FUN  and  whether  or  not  it 
is,  is  not  a  matter  of  mere  chance.  If  your  home  is 
not  fun,  it  may  be  because  you  and  the  rest  of  your 
family  have  never  taken  the  time  to  plan  your  time  to- 
gether. If  your  home  is  fun,  it  is  because  someone  has 
plamied  it  that  way.  Tliere  are  many  things  that  can  be 
done  to  make  your  home  more  enjoyable.  Let  us  think 
about  a  few  of  them  this  evening. 

1.  BEGIN  WITH  YOURSELF.  Before  you  begin  mak- 
ing plans  for  a  more  enjoyable  home  life,  you  should  take 
stock  of  yourself.  You  may  want  to  ask  the  question, 
"Am  I  an  enjoyable  person  to  live  with?"  It  just  may 
be  that  part  of  the  problem  is  with  you.  We  like  to  re- 
member the  amusing  story  of  the  man  who  asked  a 
Quaker,  "What  kind  of  people  live  in  this  community?" 
When  the  Quaker  asked  him  what  kind  of  people  lived 
in  the  community  that  he  had  just  left,  he  replied  "they 
are  mean,  gossipy,  and  unsympathetic."  Then  the  Quaker 
told  him  that  he  would  find  the  same  kind  of  people  in 
the  new  community.  Some  time  later  another  newcomer 
a-sked  the  same  Quaker,  "What  kind  of  people  live  here?" 
Again  the  Quaker  asked  what  kind  of  people  lived  in  the 
community  he  was  leaving.  When  the  stranger  replied, 
"Good,  kind,  sympathetic  Christian  people,"  the  Quaker 
said  that  he  would  find  the  same  kind  of  people  in  this 
new  locality.  The  point  is  that  so  many  times  we  see  in 
others  a  reflection  of  ourselves. 

2.  TEMPERAMENT  IN  THE  HOME.  We  must  take 
into  consideration  that  no  two  people  see  things  alike. 
We  mu.st  not  become  too  disturbed  over  an  occasional 
"blow  up."  As  a  matter  of  fact  where  two  or  more  intel- 
ligent minds  meet  on  any  number  of  subjects — as  they 
must  in  the  home — we  must  learn  to  expect  differences 
of  opinion.  We  must  not  allow  these  differences  of  opin- 
ion— our  likes  and  dislikes — disturb  and  disrupt  an  other- 
wise happy  home.  In  a  good  home,  we  should  be  able  to 
talk  over  our  differences  and  still  maintain  a  cheerful 
Christian  attitude  toward  each  other.  This  is  a  matter  of 
maturity  and  all  of  us  must  leam  to  grow  up  mentally 
and  spiritually  as  well  as  physically. 


3.  PLAN  SOME  TIME  TOGETHER    EVERY    WEEK, 

One  of  the  reasons  that  some  people  do  not  enjoy  their 
homes  is  because  they  never  plan  a  time  when  the  whole 
family  can  be  together.  Thei'e  are  so  many  other  things 
to  do  and  so  many  places  to  go  that  family  life  is  sim- 
ply crowded  out  altogether.  Father  has  his  club,  union, 
and  business  meetings.  Mother  has  her  club  and  literary 
pi'ograms.  Since  there  is  no  one  at  home  that  takes  a 
real  interest  in  the  young  people,  they  fill  their  time 
with  school  events,  riding  the  highways  in  "hot  rods"  or 
whatever  else  their  inclinations  direct. 

Evenings  at  home  do  not  have  to  be  complicated  or  re- 
quire a  lot  of  money  for  entertainment.  An  enjoyable 
evening  could  be  planned  around  a  number  of  phonograph 
recoi'ds  that  all  of  the  family  could  enjoy  with  pop  corn 
and  coffee  for  refreshments.  In  the  summer  the'  family 
could  plan  a  picnic  or  swimming  party  for  a  get  together. 
In  fact  there  is  almost  no  limit  to  the  number  of  things 
the  family  could  plan  that  they  could  enjoy  together. 

4.  HOME  IS  A  PLACE  TO  LIVEL  This  does  not  mean 
that  we  are  privileged  to  scatter  papers  over  the  floor 
and  di'ag  mud  and  dirt  over  the  house.  Still,  keeping  the 
house  neat  and  tidy  should  not  take  precedence  over  liv^ 
ing  comfortably  and  at  ease.  Young  people  should  be  al- 
lowed to  bring  their  friends  home,  plan  parties,  and  so- 
cial events.  Parents  should  welcome  young  people  to  their 
homes  for  then  they  know  where  their  children  are,  what 
they  are  doing,  and  the  kind  of  friends  they  keep. 

5.  SHARE  DUTIES.  If  you  want  your  home  to  be  fun, 
you  must  provide  some  way  to  share  the  duties  about 
the  home.  The  family  cannot  have  fun  together  if  one 
member  has  all  the  chores  to  perform.  Keeping  the  house 
clean  and  ship-shape  can  be  fun  if  several  individuals 
plan  to  do  the  work  together  or  make  a  division  of  du- 
ties. Keeping  the  lawn  cut  and  the  garden  clean  are  work 
that  more  than  one  can  help  with. 

6.  HAVE  AN  UNDERSTANDING  ABOUT  MONEY. 
One  family  was  interested  in  several  cooperatives.  They 
decided  to  run  the  family  finances  on  a  cooperative  sys- 
tem. Each  member  of  the  family  was  given  a  certain 
percentage  of  the  family  income  based  upon  each  person's 
need.  After  that  whenever  Johnny  would  ask  his  mother 
if  he  could  buy  some  desired  thing,  she  would  ask,  "Can 
you  afford  it?  Will  you  have  enough  money  left  to  buy 
a  new  pair  of  shoes  that  you  need  so  badly?"  We  may 
not  need  to  go  so  far  as  this  in  planning  our  incomes  and 
expenditures,  but  still  it  makes  for  a  lot  more  under- 
standing in  the  family  to  have  a  system  of  allowances 
so  that  each  person  has  some  money  to  spend'  in  any 
way  that  he  feels  like  spending  it. 

QUESTIONS  FOR  DISCUSSION 

1.  What  are  some  of  the  ways  in  which  YOU  improve 
yourself  so  that  you  will  be  more  fun  to  live  with? 

2.  Do  you  think  it  is  a  good  thing  for  people  to  "blow 
up"  once  in  a  while  ? 

3.  What  are  some  of  the  things  that  all  of  the  members 
of  your  family  could  enjoy  doing  together  some  eve- 
ning or  week  end  ? 

4.  What  are  some  things  that  would  make  your  home  a 
more  enjoyable  place  to  live  ? 

5.  How  would  you  suggest  that  the  duties  about  the 
home  be  divided? 
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BROKENNESS 

Ere  man  can  comfort  he  first  must  suffer. 
The  fearless  dry  no  tears;  the  whole  in  heart 
Bind  up  no  broken  spirits !  'tis  not  theirs 
To  mix  and  minister  the  balm  that  heals. 
It  is  by  sorrow  that  God  trains  His  own 
And  moulds  them  for  the  highest  service  here. 
Like  Him  Who,  as  the  Man  of  Sorrows,  knew 
To  soothe  the  s,ad,  to  speak  the  words    that    cheer. 

— Author  Unknown. 

TEARS  TELL  WHEN  TALK  FAILS  (John  11:35). 
The  shortest  verse  of  the  Bible  is  its  most  signifi- 
cant one.  The  second  instance'  recorded  in  Scripture  of 
the  Saviour  weeping  is  when  He  wept  over  the  city  of 
Jerusalem  (Luke  19:41).  The  third  occasion  was  when  He 
prayed  in  the  garden  of  Gethsemane  (Heb.  5:7).  How 
could  our  Saviour  offer  dry-eyed  prayers  when  He  faced 
the  awful  condition  of  the  hearts  of  men  ?  We  as  God's 
children  not  only  have  need  to  vv'eep  over  the  hell-bound 
condition  of  others,  but  w,e  also  have  the  promise  that  if 
we  do  weep  over  them  many  shall  come  to  Christ  for  sal- 
vation (Psalm  126:5,  6).  Tradition  teaches  that  Christ 
never  laughed.  We  do  know  that  He  had  joy  (Luke  10: 
21).  Our  joy  is  in  the  same  source  as  His  (John  15:11; 
16:22;  17:13).  We  are  to  rejoice  in  Him  always  (Phil. 
4:4).  Even  persecution  will  only  enlarge  this  joy  (Matt. 
5:12).  The  Psalmist  reminds  us  that  God  will  laugh  in  the 
judgment  (Psalm  24).  Sinners  are  asking  for  it  (Luke 
6:25)! 

Deity  was  veiled  with  flesh  that  we  might  know  what 
God  is  like  (John  1:14).  God  was  in  Christ  seeking  to 
reconcile  the  sinner  to  Himself  (2  Cor.  5:19).  He  took 
upon  Him  our  flesh  that  He  inight  through  His  own 
death  destroy  him  that  had  the  power  of  death,  that  is, 
the  devil  (Heb.  2:14).  As  God,  He  banished  death  when 
He  called  Lazarus  from  the  grave   (John  11:25). 

As  the  Son  of  Man  Jesus  stood  by  the  sorrowing  sis- 
ters of  Lazarus.  He  wept.  The  greatest  asset  that  the 
church  has  for  winning  the  lost  is  sympathy  and  love 
(John  11:35).  Tears  revealed  the  depth  of  Jesus'  love 
(John  11:5).  We  are  told  that  the  love  here  is  the  same 
as  that  found  in  John  3:16.  This  love  is  not  weakness, 
nor  are  the  tears  it  brought,  weakness.  It  is  a  mark  of 
courage.  So  the  stalwart  Apostle  Paul  wept  for  his  lost 
brethren,  the  Jews,  and  for  evil-doers  in  the  churches 
(Phil.  3:18;  2  Cor.  2:4).  The  record  says  that  Paul 
served  the  Lord  with  tears  (Acts  20:19)  and  ceased  not 
to  warn  every  one  with  tears  (Acts  20:31).  A  dry-eyed 
church  in  a  hell-bound  world  is  the  sign  of  a  weak 
church!  Paul  wept  over  every  one.  Jesus  wept  with  Mar- 
tha the  practical,  Mary  the  meditative,  and  for  Lazains, 
the  average  sort  of  a  person.  God  in  Christ  loved  us  all 
(Romans  5:8). 


Lazarus  in  his  phy.sical  death  was  a  type  of  men  "'J/;ad 
in  trospa.sses  and  Hins"  (Eph.  2:1  j.  'ITio  .«innf;r  in  his 
pride  does  not  seek  God  (Psaim  10:4>.  iiut  Grxi  loveg  thfc 
sinner  enough  to  die  for  him  (RomanB  5:8).  Fctols  may 
make  a  (nock  of  sin  d'rov.  14:9;,  but  not  8o  our  Lord 
Who  died  of  a  broken  heart  for  sinner.s  (John  19:34). 

Jesus  loves  His  own  to  the  nth  degree  Mohn  13:1). 
He  loved  Lazarus  (John  11:3).  Yet  He  delayed  to  call 
upon  him  in  his  illness  (John  ]]-.(',).  His  delay  was  to 
bring  glory  to  Himself  (John  11:4).  There  i.s  not  a  cir- 
cumstance that  can  come  upon  God's  people  apart  from 
His  love  (Romans  8:28).  Paul  taught  us  to  share  our  joys 
and  our  sorrows  (Romans  12:15).  So  our  Kinsman  Re- 
deemer is  able  to  share  our  trials  CHeb.  2:17,  18).  And 
we,  like  Him,  may  learn  obedience  through  the  things 
which  we  may  have  to  suffer  (Heb.  5:8)  that  patience 
may  have  her  perfect  work  Mames  1:4).  Tears  have  a 
legitimate  place,  but  they  also  have  an  end  for  the  chil- 
dren of  God  (John  11:23).  We  need  not  .sorrow  as  those 
who  have  no  hope  for  God  shall  some  day  wipe  every 
tear  from  our  eyes  (Rev.  7:17).  Jesus  not  only  wept  over 
the  sins  of  mankind  but  He  did  something  about  them — 
He  came  to  our  rescue  (Romans  5:6). 


Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vanator 

Lesson  for  August  2,  1953 
CHRISTIAN  IDEALS  FOR  LIVING 

Lesson:   Colossians  3:12 — 1:1 

HERE  WE  MEET  A  LESSON  on  "Tlie  Home."  We 
could  not  make  a  blanket  statement  and  say  that  a 
home  to  be  happy  must  be  a  Christian  home,  for  this 
would  not  be  true  and  would  be  challenged  immediately. 
However  we  can  say  that  a  home  that  is  Christian  is  a 
much  happier  one  than  the  one  which  is  not  Christian. 
This  we  feel  that  we  can  say  without  fear  of  contradic- 
tion. It  has  been  the  writer's  privilege  to  see  happy  non- 
christian  homes  become  veritable  "heavens  on  earth" 
by  the  admission  of  Christ  as  the  Head  of  the  household. 
Members  of  such  homes  have  borne  testimony  that  the 
mutual  love  grew  stronger;  the  tension,  which  comes  into 
all  homes  at  one  time  or  another,  less  sti-ained;  the  words 
spoken  more  kind  and  the  atmosphere  cleansed  of  that 
quality  of  heaviness  which  speaks  of  inner  sin  imcon- 
fessed. 

Paul,  even  though  he  apparently  had  no  definite  home 
life  of  his  own,  had  a  deep  undei^standing  of  what  the 
home  stood  for.  He  speaks  ^^•ith  deep  feeling  of  the  i-ela- 
tionship  of  parents  and  children;  of  servants  and  their 
masters — relationships  so  sacred  that  they  either  make 
or  break  the  home.  He  admonishes  each  one  to  so  order 
his  or  her  life  that  that  life  will  be  clothed  in  ''mei-cy. 
kindness,  humbleness  of  mind,  meekness  and  love." 

Coming  in  contact,  as  he  did,  A^th  the  pagan  notions 
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of  home  life,  Paul  saw  the  need  of  applying  Christian 
principles  to  the  sacredness  of  the  home.  We  need  not 
think  that  relations  between  individuals  in  the  homes  of 
toilay  differ  so  greatly  fix>m  those  of  Paul's  time.  The 
same  temptations;  the  same  ideals,  or  lack  of  them;  the 
same  friction  between  the  members  of  the  home,  were 
prevalent  in  those  days,  though  probably  not  upon  the 
same  level.  For  there  were  not  so  many  avenues  open  to 
both  men  and  women,  as  well  as  children,  in  those  days. 

However  the  family  life  from  the  beginning  of  time 
has  had  its  preblems  of  adjustment  to  conditions  and  if 
conflicting  religious  or  Christian  convictions  as  to  the 
relations  of  individuals  composing  the  family  were  pres- 
ent, there  could  only  follow  a  certain  friction  among  the 
various  members. 

Let  us  remember  that  with  the  entrance  of  Christian- 
ity into  the  world  the  whole  problem  of  home  relation- 
ships entered  into  a  new  era  and  brought  forth  new  prac- 
tices in  the  home  by  the  elevating  of  the  woman  to  her 
rightful  place  "along  side  of  man."  While  the  man  is  still 
recognized  as  the  head  of  the  household,  yet  he  can  only 
remain  as  such  when  he  loves  and  respects  his  wife  and 
companion,  in  the  bonds  of     Christ-like  behaviour. 

In  verses  18  to  20  of  our  lesson  Paul  very  well  lays 
down  the  foundation  upon  which  the  Christian  home  must 
be  built  in  order  to  endure.  He  says  that  the  proper  re- 
lations in  the  home  must  exist  between  husband  and  wife 
and  children  '"as  it  is  fit  in  the  Lord." 

Let  us  conclude  quickly  by  saying  that  the  home  which 
is  "Christ-centered"  cannot  help  but  be  filled  with  Chris- 
tian ideals.  These  ideals  are  sure  not  only  to  keep  the 
family  bound  together  by  the  bonds  of  Christian  love,  but 
will  radiate  from  its  hearth  the  joy,  which  is  to  be  found 
in  the  true  Christian  home,  out  over  the  neighborhood 
with  telling  effect. 

The  home   where   Christ  dwells 
Will  peace  afford; 
For  each  becomes  a  kin 
Of  the  Living  Lord. 
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the  most  effective  work  for  our  church  and  for  our  Lord 
can  be  done  by  those  who  have  not  been  called  to  the 
ministry  or  to  the  mission  field.  The  Lord  sent  out  His 
di.sciples  two  by  two  to  bring  the  gospel  to  lost  men 
but  in  many  of  our  chui-ches  one  could  hardly  find  two 
men  who  would  be  willing  to  dedicate  an  evening  a 
week  to  visiting  the  lost  and  the  needy.  The  church  con- 
tinues to  suffer  because  of  a  lack  of  consecrated  lay 
leadership.  Men  and  women  continue  to  say,  "I  am  just 
too  busy"! 

Yes,  the  Brethren  Church  has  a  rich  heritage.  We 
have  had  rich  material  blessings — fine  church  buildings, 
an  adequate  educational  institution,  increasingly  ade- 
quate publi.shing  facilities,  an  expanding  mission  pro- 
gram, a  succes.sful  youth  program.  We  have  a  heritage 
of  spirit-led,  Bible-believing  forefathers. 

What  does  the  future  hold?   Material   blessing?   Spir- 


itual growth?  We  covet  for  the  Brethren  Church  as 
whole  and  for  you  as  Brethren  a  deep  sense  of  the  missio 
that  is  ours  as  "workers  together  with  Him."  Our  mis 
sion  is  as  large  as  the  need  of  a  lost  soul;  our  oppoi 
tunity  is  as  limitless  as  the  vastness  of  His  power. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Now  having  given  much  thought  to  some  pressin 
needs  of  our  district  work  I  would  like  to  present  th 
following  recommendations: 

1.  That  the  ministerial  examining  board  be  requeste 
to  study  and  bring  recommendations  to  the  next  dis 
trict  conference  for  the  establishment  of  a  licensin; 
system  of  ministers  who  have  not  completed  their  train 
ing  but  are  student  pastors  or  who  have  not  yet  me 
the  requirements  of  our  church  for  ordination.  It  shouli 
be  pointed  out  that  nearly  all  of  the  other  districts  o 
the  denomination  have  such  systems. 

2.  That  all  district  mission  funds  which  are  not  ap 
propriated  in  any  given  year  be  placed  in  an  accumu 
lative  fund,  with  the  present  lunused  balance,  for  j 
BUILDING  FUND  to  be  used  in  a  future  new  Breth 
ren  Church  in  this  district. 

It  is  our  prayer  that  the  Indiana  District  may  shov 
the  way,  to  our  denomination,  in  Spiritual  and  Mate- 
rial growth. 

— Nappanee,  Indiana. 
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TUCSON,  ARIZONA 

Our  Mother-Daughter  Banquet  was  held  at  the  church,! 
May  1st.  There  were  100  members  and  friends  present. 

In  the  evening  of  Mother's  Day,  our  W.  M.  S.  Public 
Service  was  held  with  Mrs.  Louise  Griffith  as  speaker. 

Daily  Vacation  Bible  School  was  held  June  1st  to  14th. 
There  were  80  children  enrolled  and  18  teachers.  To  con- 
clude our  school,  a  program  was  held — Sunday  morning, 
June  14th,  with  178  children,  parents  and  friends  pres- 
ent. Following  the  program,  we  were  very  happy  to 
have  Rev.  Charles  Munson,  National  Brethren  Youth  Di- 
rector, to  bring  us  our  morning  message.  Enrolled  in 
our  Bible  School  were  several  children  not  attending 
Sunday  School.  This  gives  us  another  Goal  to  work  for, 
getting  these  children  started  to  Sunday  School. 

One  June  20th,  our  pastor,  Rev.  Vernon  Grisso,  became 
ill  with  a  throat  infection  and  was  unable  to  fill  the  pul- 
pit, June  21st.  Fortunately,  at  a  time  like  this,  we  are 
able  to  call  on  our  chaplains  at  the  Air  Base,  who  are 
always  willing  to  help  us. 

Our  average  Sunday  School  attendance  for  April  and 
May  was  101. 

Through  the  summer  months  we  are  cooperating  vidth 
the  Tucson  Council  of  Churches  in  Union  Sunday  Evei- 
ning  Services.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Grimm,  Cor.  Sec. 
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HIGHLIGHTS  OF  THE  70TH  OHIO  DISTRICT 
CONfERENCE  OF  BRETHREN  CHURCHES 


The  70th  Ohio  Brethren  Conference  held  at  Gratis,  Ohio, 
line  18th  to  21st,  was  one  of  the  BEST,  both  in  attcn- 
ance  and  from  the  Spiritual  standpoint.  (There  were  85 
xy  and  29  ministerial  delegates.) 

The  addresses  were  outstanding  and  indicative  of  the 
act  that  our  pastors  are  doing  a  great  deal  of  thinking 
11,1  research  work. 

Althought  the  weather  was  extremely  warm  the  atten- 
lance  at  the  sessions  was  fine  and  intei-est  was  keen. 

Youth  w,as  very  much  in  evidence,  and  their  presence 
ind  talent  added  much  to  the  quality  of  the  program, 
iuch  as  special  numbers,  playlets,  etc. 

The  missionary  zeal  was  emphasized  throughout  the 
lonference,  and  the  Rev.  Robert  and  Jane  Byler  were 
Tiuch  in  demand  to  speak  and  to  teach. 

The  theme  of  the  conference,  "Ye  Shall  Receive  Pow- 
r,"   was   excellent   and  the    continuity    of    the    program 
showed  much  thought  and  effort  on  the  part  of  the  plan- 
ners. 


The  Program: 

Vice  Moderator,  Rev.  Clarence  Stogsdill,  "God's  Great- 
est Gift." 

Moderator,  Rev.  Smith  F.  Rose,  "The  Forgotten  Pres- 
ence." 

Rev.  Delbert  Flora,  "Present  Day  Ministry  of  Jesus." 
Rev.    Calvert    Mitchell,     Pastor    of     English     Lutheran 
Church,  Mansfield,  Ohio,  "The  Ministry  of    the    Pas- 
tor." 

Rev.   Henry   Bates,   "The   Ministry  of  the  Church   Offi- 
cial." 

Sunday  Morning  Message,  W.  St.  Clair  Benshoff,  "The 
Ministry  of  the  Believer." 

Thus  rounded  out  the  program  of  Gospel  messages. 

We  who  were  fortunate  enough  to  attend  this  confer- 
ence will  live  richer  and  fuller  lives  after  sitting  under 
such  devotional  and  true  to  the  Gospel  truths,  as  were 
expounded  in  these  messages. 

Our  desire  is  to  see  each  of  these  messages  spread  on 
the  pages  of  the  Evangelist. 

— J.  E.  Stookey,  Sec.  of  Conference. 


KIRACOFE.  Ten  weeks  after  his  wife  had  answered 
the  upward  call,  J.  Franklin  Kiracofe,  77,  succumbed 
to  a  heart  attack,  a  few  minutes  after  he  had  eaten  his 
evening  meal,  June  4,  1952.  He  with  bis  late  wife  and 
family  had  been  active  in  the  Gratis,  O.,  First  Brethren 
Church  for  thirty  years. 

—William  S.  Crick. 


LANE.  August  8th,  1952,  Lloyd  W.  Lane,  46,  entered 
into  Rest  after  several  months  illness  of  a  malignancy 
of  his  throat.  He  united  with  Gratis,  0.,  First  Brethren 
Church  in  his  youth.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  he  was 
serving  a  second  temn  as  Mayor  of  the  Village  of  Gratis. 

—William  S.  Crick. 

APPLE.  Mrs.  Clem  S.  Apple  entered  into  rest  October 
8,  1952,  after  having  been  bedfast  for  four  years  due  to 
paralysis.  She  accepted  Christ  as  her  Savior,  on  her  sick 


bed,  two  years  before  the  welcome  end  came,  becoming  a 
member  of  Gratis,  0.,  First  Brethren  Church,  to  which 
several  of  her  relatives  also  belong. 

—William  S.  Crick. 

TROUTMAN.  Mrs.  Ada  Himes  Troutman,  of  Saxton, 
Pa..,  R.  D.,  died  in  Altoona  Hospital,  May  31,  1953.  She 
was  bom  Sept.  9,  1894,  daughter  of  Frank  and  Came 
Himes.  Married  to  William  Edgar  Troutman,  June  23, 
1921.  He  survives,  along  with  one  daughter  and  one  son. 
Also  survived  by  two  sisters,  Mrs.  A.  L.  DeLoizer,  Ash- 
land, Ohio;  Mrs.  B.  M,  Miller,  Riddlesburg,  Pa.;  one 
brother,  Elvin  Himes,  Hopewell,  Pa.  Member  of  the  Rays- 
to\\Ta  Brethren  Church.  Funeral  conducted  by  Rev.  Percy 
Kegaxise  and  Rev.  George  Hopkins,  in  the  Raven  Run 
Church  of  the  Brethren. 

— Mrs.   A.  L.   DeLozier. 
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BROWN-HILEMAN.  Sunday  evening,  June  7th.  1953, 
in  Gratis,  0.,  First  Brethren  Church,  Donald  Eugene 
Bro^\^l  and  Lois  Eileen  Hileman  wei'e  united  in  Marriage. 
Both  are  active  and  esteemed  yoimg  members  of  the 
Church.  Mr.  Bro^^'n  left  for  Military  Sei-\-ice  June  30th. 

—William  S.  Crick. 
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SPECIAL    PROGRAMS  TOR   THE    SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 

By  Charlotte  Arnold.  55  proerams  for  special 
>l;ivs  :uul  ocojisions,  with  rocitalioiis  for  each 
program  and  sugsresti'd  rotes  childron  can  take. 
A  tine  idea  and  soureebook  for  Sunday-school 
niptMiuteiidents.     No.    3167.     Price.    $2.50. 

HOW   TO   SPEAK    AND   PRAY   IN   PUBLIC 

By  J.  Vernon  Jacobs.  Practical  book  arraai^ed 
for  individual  or  grroup  use,  with  assiRnments 
for  each  lc.«son.  Includes  voice  exercies.  Dis- 
cusses how  to  overcome  fear,  how  to  pray,  pre- 
side, pl.in  proirvanis,  etc.  Ofi  pages,  paper.  No. 
2939.     Price.   95c. 

HOW   TO   LEAD  A  BIBLE   SCHOOL 

By  W.  Edward  Raffety.  17  inspirational,  friendly 
talks  to  ibe  superintendent.  Church-school  or- 
eaui/.ations,  liiadcrsliip.  records,  finance,  promo- 
tion, wor'^hip,  ovniiKelism,  mission,  etc.,  iire 
treated.     No.   2932.     Price,   $1.75. 

FOUR-MINUTE  TALKS  FOR  SUPERINTENDENTS 

By  K.  L.  Webb.  52  four-minute  talks  that  touch 
tliH  ronimoi:place  things  and  h'lmely  activities  of 
evprvdav  living  in  which  the  great  truths  of  God 
arc   found.     110    pages.     No.    2889.     Price.    $1.35. 

MORE    FOUR-MINUTE   TALKS   FOR 

SUPERINTENDENTS 

By  K.  L.  Webb.  A  sequel  to  first  book,  with  52 
more   everyday   talks.    No.   3038.    Price,    $1.36. 

THE    SUNDAY   SCHOOL   HANDBOOK 

By  James  DeForest  Murch.  A  digest  of  Sunday- 
.'ichool  principles,  organizations,  and  methods  for 
busy  leaders.  14  chapters,  with  diagrams  and 
biblicigr;ipliies,  covering  evi  ry  important  phase  of 
Sunday-.'icliool  work.  79  pages,  paper.  No.  3201. 
Price.  45c. 


HOW   TO  TEACH 

By  E.  W.  Thornton  and  C.  J.  Sharp.  A  scientific 
studybook  of  mind  nnd  method  presented  so 
clpnrly  that  it  is  nrn-tical  for  parents,  tea^-hers, 
iiml  training  classes  128  pages,  paper.  No.  2940. 
Prirf.    95c. 


CHRISTIAN    EDUCATION    AND    THE    LOCAL 

CHURCH 

By  James  DeForest  Murch.  Modern  church-school 
principles  and  praetices  are  m';i  ured  by  the  New  Testament  norm.  A 
comprehensive  "nn-  t"  for  all  church  leaders  and  workers.  416  pages. 
No.    2759.     Price.    $3.25. 

3   Invaluable   "How  to   Conduct"  Booklets 
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HOW  TO  ORGANIZE  AND  CONDTTCT  A 
SUCCESSFUL  BIBLE  CLASS.  By  Guy  P. 
Leavitt.  Explains  why  and  how  to  do  it.  Dis- 
cusses the  officers,  their  qualifications  and 
duties,  the  program,  attendance,  classroom, 
and    equipment.     No.   2930.     Price,    each,    30c. 

THE  WORKERS'  CONFERENCE,   By  Guy  P. 

Leavitt.  Outlines  the  conference  purpose,  how 
it  should  be  set  up,  monthly  and  yearly  pro- 
grams, successful  conducting,  how  to  promote 
attendance,   etc.    No.   2925.    Price,    30c.      , 

HOW  TO  BUILD  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  AT- 
TENDANCE. By  Guy  P.  Leavitt.  Ideas  for 
buildii>g  attendance,  with  campaigns  for  new 
members  and  absentees.    No.  2931.    Price,  30c. 


(Please  add  10c  for  handling  on  orders  for  less  than  $1.00) 
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Items  of  general  Interest 


(These  items  have  been  gleaned  from  the  bulletins 
which  arrived  on  the  Editor's  desk  during  the  two  weeks 
the   Publishing   Company  employees  v^^ere  on  vacation.) 


HAGERSTOWN,  MARYLAND.  An  attendance  of  near- 
ly 200  is  reported  from  the  Church  School  Picnic  held  in 
Pangbom  Park  early  in  July. 

LOUISVILLE,  OHIO.  The  Sunday  evening  following 
the  close  of  the  Ohio  young  people's  Camp  (July  5th), 
Louisville  held  a  "Camp  Rally"  In  which  the  young  peo- 
ple made  a  report  of  camp  activities  and  experiences. 
(Here  is  an  opportunity  no  church  should  miss — to  hear 
a  report  of  the  work  and  activities  of  their  young  people 
who  attended  our  Brethren  camps.) 

The  Sunday  morning  message  on  July  5th  was  given 
by  Jerry  Flora,  of  Ashland,  Ohio. 

CANTON,  OHIO.  Brother  Eugene  Beeklcy,  former  pas- 
tor of  Trinity  Brethren,  at  Canton,  showed  his  Palestin- 
ian pictures  in  the  Canton  church  on  Friday  evening, 
May  loth. 

Brother  Clarence  Stogsdill  announced  that  the  youth 
of  the  church  were  in  charge  of  the  evening  service  on 
July  26th.  He  says  that  this  was  a  "different  type  of  ser- 
vice." (We  would  be  glad  for  a  full  report  on  the  ser- 
vice.) 

FREMONT,  OHIO.  A  card    received    July    27th    from 


Brother  S.  E.  Christiansen,  father-in-law  of  Broth 
George  Hagcnbuck,  reports  that  Brother  Hagenbuck 
feeling  much  better.  Brother  Hagenbuck,  Pastor  of  oi 
Fremont  church,  was  stricken  with  a  heart  attack  on  Ju 
18th.  Special  prayer  was  offered  in  the  recent  Pennsy 
vania  District  Conference  for  his  behalf.  Brother  Chri 
tiansen,  a  Pastor  in  the  Pennsylvania  District,  on  h 
card,  expresses  thankfulness  to  the  Conference  for  the 
faithfulness  in  prayer. 

The  Brotherhood  will  want  to  join  in  prayer  in  beha 
of  Brother  Hagenbuck. 

OAKVILLE,  INDIANA.  Brother  Bright  Hanna  in  r. 
porting  on  their  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School,  says  thj 
seven  children  had  perfect  attendance  for  the  two  week 

Brother  Hanna  was  the  speaker  on  July  19th  in  th 
Sunday  evening  Union  Sei-vices, 

The  service  for  July  26th  was  held  in  the  Oakvil 
church. 

NAPPANEE,  INDIANA.  Brother  Virgil  Meyer  reporl 
their  June  Cash  Day  offering  as  totaling  $1,754.00.  H 
adds  that  this  is  the  highest  June  quarterly  cash  day  fc 
several  years. 

Mr.  Carl  Lemma  was  guest  speaker  in  the  Nappant 
church  on  Sunday  morning,  July  5th. 

MUNCIE,  INDIANA.  Family  night  was  held  on  Jur 
2nd,  with  a  covered  dish  supper,  games,  and  a  50  minut 
sound  movie.  The  attendance  is  reported  as  51. 

Brother  E.  J.   Black  says  that  their  new  Intermediat 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


ANNUAL  SHAREHOLDERS'  MEETING 

OF   THE 
BRETHREN   PUBLISHING    COMPANY 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  shareholders  of  Th 
Brethren  Publishing  Company  will  be  held  Wed 
nesday  morning,  August  19,  1952,  at  10:0 
o'clock,  E.  S.  T.,  at  Ashland,  Ohio,  in  the  Confei 
ence  Auditorium,  in  connection  with  the  Generg 
Conference  of  The  Brethren  Church,  as  provide^ 
in  the  Code  of  Regulations,  Article  II,  Section  1 

Article  II  of  the  Code  of  Regulations  state 
that  "All  members  of  the  National  Conference  o 
The  Brethren  Churches,  in  good  standing,  ar 
known  and  hereinafter  designated  as  The  Share 
holders."  This  notice  constitutes  official  notice  t< 
all  shareholders. 

The  purpose  of  the  meeting  is  to  receive  re 
ports  of  the  officers  of  the  Corporation,  to  elec 
Directors,  and  to  care  for  such  unfinished  or  nev 
business  as  the  shareholders  may  direct  in  ac 
cordance  with  the  Code  of  Regulations. 

J.  E.  Stookey,  President 
J.  G.  Dodds,  Secretary. 
Date  of  meeting — August  19,  1953. 
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Talec^  ^od   Wifk   Tou 


RECENTLY  WE  SAW  A  SIGN  which  said,  "WHEN 
YOU  GO  ON  VACATION,  TAKE  GOD  WITH 
''OU."  We  think  this  is  a  splendid  suggestion,  since  we 
ave  too  much  of  a  tendency  to  think  that  when  we  go 
way  on  a  vacation,  we  are  to  be  relieved  of  all  restraint 
nd  regulation. 

Depleted  church  attendances  in  the  summer  attest  to 
he  above  truth.  Through  the  years  of  our  pastorates,  we 
vere  constantly  amazed  at  the  ease  whereby  members 
vould  cast  off  their  church  attending  habits  when  it  came 
vacation  time.  Certainly  if  we  need  God  in  the  winter, 
ve  need  Him  in  the  summer.  Our  needs  are  just  as  great 
In  hot  weather  as  in  cold.  Our  need  of  His  loving  care 
Is  just  as  necessary  away  from  home  as  at  home.  Yet 
sometimes,  we  wonder  if  when  we  "get  away  from  it  all," 
N&   are   not  also   giving  ourselves  ,a  vacation  from   God. 

In  our  opinion.  Christians  should  be  just  as  faithful  to 
jrod  in  the  summer  as  in  the  winter.  Our  activities  in 
ihe  summer  should  be  as  Christ-centered  as  during  the 
ivinter.  In  fact,  we  are  convinced  that  in  many  ways,  real 
Christianity  shows  itself  among  strangers  more  so  than 
imong  friends.  When  among  friends,  who  know  we  are 
;hurch  members,  we  naturally  exercise  some  restraint  in 
our  conduct  and  language.  But,  when  travelling,  or  stay- 


ing at  a  place  where  none  of  the  "home  town"  people  are 
around,  it  often  becomes  easy  to  "let  down  the  bars." 

How  can  we  take  God  with  us  on  our  vacation  ?  To  an- 
swer this  question,  we  bear  in  mind  that  some  people 
go  travelling,  others  stay  at  home  but  do  not  work  at 
their  regular  job,  and  still  others  visit  relatives  and 
friends. 

First  of  all,  we  can  take  God  with  us  by  a  proper 
choice  of  activities,  and  of  places  where  we  go.  True  in 
winter,  it  is  also  tiiie  in  summer,  that  there  are  some 
places  where  Christians  may  go,  and  places  where  they 
may  not.  A  true  picture  of  the  inner  nature  of  the  Ckris- 
tian  will  be  shown,  if  we  can  observe  where  they  go 
when  away  from  home. 

Second,  in  the  things  we  do.  The  Moral  concept  of  life, 
inspired  and  raised  through  Christian  faith,  guards  the 
Christian  away  from  home  as  well  as  at  home.  This  land 
of  ours  offers  many  places  of  amusement  which  are  unfit 
for  the  Christian.  But  the  true  Christian,  kno-ning  that 
God  is  watching  at  all  times,  will  never  "cross  the  line" 
even  when  none  of  his  friends  are  watching.  Out  on  the 
highways  and  byways  of  life,  The  Christian  will  be  a  true 
Christian,   everywhere  he   goes.   Are   you  that   kind  of  a 

(Continued   on   Page   8) 


NOTICE  TO  ALL  CHURCHES 

The  coming  General  Conference  of  Brethren  Churches 
to  be  held  on  the  campus  of  Ashland  .College,  August 
17th-23rd,  is  another  event  of  great  anticipation.  Here 
we  shall  enjoy  for  the  second  time  the  facilities  of  the 
new  Memorial  Chapel,  and  see  the  near  completion  of  the 
Student  Union  Building  and  the  launching  of  the  new 
Administration  and  class  Room  Building  project. 

This  is  also  the  second  of  a  five-year  program  leading 
up  to  the  75th  anniversary  (1957)  of  the  distinctive  his- 
tory of  the  Brethren  Church  in  the  Tunker  movement, 
followed  by  the  25th  anniversary  of  the  Tunker  movement 
from  its  origin,  which  will  be  the  conference  year  of 
1958. 

Every  church  will  want  its  full  quota  of  delegates  and 
a  sizeable  representation  of  membership  beyond  its  quota 
of  delegates  on  the  conference  grounds  this  year.  On 
July  8th  the  conference  secretary  mailed  to  every  pastor 
or  church  clerk  the  lay  and  ministerial  credential  blanks 


to  which  the  churches  are  entitled.  If  there  is  any  ques- 
tion about  credential  blanks,  please  inquire  of  the  secre- 
tary in  good  time  prior  to  conference  date. 

We  urge  the  churches  to  have  a  fine  representation 
of  their  Brethren  Youth  at  the  Youth  Conference  and 
General  Conference.  All  members  of  the  local  churches 
will  find  it  profitable  to  enjoy  the  various  sessions  of 
conference  and  its  wonderful  spirit  first  hand. 

Kindly  see  that  all  credentials  are  properly  signed  be- 
fore presenting  them  to  the  conference  membei-ship  com- 
mittee. Also  bring  or  send  by  mail  from  your  chui-ch  a 
special  conference  offering,  which  is  needed  to  meet  the 
demand  for  funds  from  the  conference  treasury  for  com- 
mittee work  and  publication  expenses.  The  conference 
treasurer  is  Walter  Lichtenberger,  1057  Evans  Street, 
Elkhart,  Indiana. 

— C.  Y.  Gilmer,  Conference  Secretary. 


Conference  Meets  on  Standard  Time 


PAGE  FOUR 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


\\^()j-(/    Vichin's    0[ 

Ghiist    III    The 
^oi^pul   Of   John 


Each  of  the  cliapters  of  the  Gospel  of  John  contain  a 
word  picture  of  Christ.  Twenty-one  Brethren  ministers 
present,  in  this  series  of  devotional  articles  the  "dlevelop- 
ment"  of  these  pictures,  chapter  by  chapter.  We  urge  you 
to  read  each  chapter,  and  each  of  the  articles,  as  they 
appear;  thereby  coming  to  a  deeper  understandinig  of  our 
Saviour.  His  purpose,  and  His  "work. — W.  S.  B. 


>  ^»w  < 


S.    Christ,   Tlw  (Defender  Of  Ihe  Weak 


R,ev.  Wilhaui  S.  Grick 


How  THE  GOSPELS  TEEM  with  narratives 
with  human  interest  appeal!  In  John  8:1-11 
thei^  is  related  an  episode  which  sets  forth  the 
constructive,  loving  and  helpful  ministry  of  Jesus 
Christ,  when  He  was  pounced  upon  by  contem- 
poraiy  religious  leaders  and,  as  we  say,  "put  on 
the  spot!" 

In  the  closing  versers  of  the  preceding  chapter, 
after  the  efforts  of  the  Jewish  Council  to  have 
Jesus  arrested  and  tried,  had  been  frustrated,  we 
read  that  the  "authorities  went  to  their  own 
homes — but  Jesus,  who  had  no  home — went  to 
the  Mount  of  Olives,  possibly  to  the  welcome  hos- 
pitality and  retreat  at  the  Bethany  home. 

But,  at  daybreak.  He  returned  to  the  Temple, 
and  soon  He  was  surrounded  by  an  eager  crowd, 
listening  to  His  teaching.  Soon,  however,  this  ex- 
position of  saving  truth  by  the  Master  Teacher 
was  to  be  inteiTupted.  Some  of  the  Scribes  and 
Pharisees,  with  the  rudeness  of  a  gang  of  hood- 
lums, came  bustling  into  the  Temple  court,  and 
into  Jesus'  presence  with  a  woman  in  tow.  With 
no  natural  pity  for  the  fallen,  nor  reverence  for 
the  Christ,  they  hounded  Him  even  to  the  House 
of  Prayer,  and  set  up  a  salacious  situation  subtly 
planned  to  "test  Him."  They  shouted : 

"Teacher,  this  vjoman  has  h&en  caught  in 
the  act  of  oAvltery.  Now,  in  the  Law,  Moses 
commanrled  us  to  stone  such.  What  do  you 
say  about  her?" 

They  had  concocted  another  "trick  question," 
like  the  one  about  paying  tribute  to  Caesar.  If  the 


Text:  John  8:3-11 


Lord  replied,  "Stone  her!"  Hie  would  have  at  once 
been  amenable  to  the  Roman  Law,  which  alone 
held  the  prerogative  of  life  and  death.  If  he  had 
shown  the  victim  consideration,  he  would  have 
been  accused  of  encouraging  immorality. 

Possibly  because  the  whole  procedure  was  re- 
pugnant to  His  finer  sensibilities,  from  His  sit- 
ting posture.  He  stooped  over  and  wrote  with  His 
finger  in  the  dust  on  the  temple  floor,  at  the  same 
time  shielding  His  embarrassed  face  from  the 
gaze  of  the  people.  What  He  wrote  is  not  dis- 
closed. Would  that  a  plaster  impression  had  been 
made  and  a  copy  of  His  handwriting,  as  v/ell  as 
the  message  it  conveyed,  preserved  for  our  ex-| 
amination ! 

Whatever  He  wrote  the  first  time  did  not  seem 
to  discourage  His  inquisitors.  When  they  per- 
sisted in  demanding  an  answer,  He  raised  His 
head,  and  gave  His  verdict  which  condemned — 
not  the  woman — but  her  accusers !  He  replied : 

"Let  him  who  is  without  sin  among  you  be 
the  first  to  throw  a  stone  at  her!" 

Then  He  bent  down  a  second  time  and  wrote 
again  in  the  dust.  While  in  this  posture,  the  gang 
slinked  away,  one  by  one,  beginning  with  the  old- 
est, and  when  He  straightened  up  He  saw  no  one 
except  the  woman  and  the  crowd  which  He  had 
been  addressing.  In  words  which  must  have  been 
in  welcome  contrast  to  the  boisterous  gibes  of  the 
mob,  Jesus  said: 

"Woman,  where  are  they?  Has  no  one  con- 
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dmnned  you?"  "She  said,  "No  one,  Lo7^d!" 
And  Jesus  said,  ''Meither  do  I  condem,n 
you;  go,  and  do  not  sinagain!" 

In  the  Gospel  records,  we  have  no  subsequent 
nention  of  this  particular  forgiven  sinner.  She 
•emains  unnamed.  But,  she  takes  her  place  with 
he  woman  who  paused  at  Jesus'  feet,  as  He  was 
1,  guest  in  the  house  of  a  Pharisee,  and  damp- 
fned  His  feet  with  her  tears  of  gratitude  .and 
Iried  them  away  with  her  hair  (Luke  7:36-39). 
Vhile  not  of  record,  may  she  not  have  been  as 
jnthusiastic  a  soul-winner  as  was  that  woman, 
ilso  of  unsavory  character,  who  found  the  Mes- 
;iah  as  she  went  about  her  household  tasks,  and 
ed  her  fellow-townsmen  to  believe  on  Him  also? 
Fesus  gave  the  axiom  that  he  who  is  forgiven  the 
nost  likewise  loves  the  more!  Fortunately,  Jesus 
'knew  what  was  in  man";  possibly  the  adulter- 
ess was  a  first  time  offender,  and  had  been 
'framed"  by  her  very  accusers! 

SOME  TEACHINGS 

The  love  of  Jesus  for  lost  humanity  con- 
strained Him  to  continue  His  ministry  of  teach- 
ng,  despite  the  threats  and  persecutions  by  the 
Jewish  leaders.  Narrowly  escaping  arrest  the  day 
Defore,  He  was  back  in  Jerusalem  and  in  the 
Femple  "by  daybreak,"  teaching  all  who  wished 
;o  listen.  Despite  the  coarseness  and  vulgarity  of 
;he  intern ption  by  the  "scribes  and    Pharisees," 


Ho  did  not  lose  His  poise,  nor  .seek  io  retaliate. 
Nevertheless,  in  the  bitter  ccntroversies  recorded 
in  the  remaining  48  verses  of  John  8,  He  ffj^riess- 
ly,  and  effectively  refuted  the  slurs  of  His  foes, 
and  proclaimed  His  deity,  mission,  sinlessness, 
love  and  power. 

To  what  depths  can  religious  demagogues 
fall?  Imagine' — scribes  and  Pharisees,  who  were 
set  apart  to  be  the  moral  and  spiritual  leaders 
of  the  people,  prowling  around  in  the  early 
morning  to  "catch  someone  committing  adul- 
tery!" Picture  their  disregard  for  the  sacredness 
of  the  Temple,  their  cultural  obtus-aness  in  stam- 
peding the  Lord,  with  their  salacious  dilemma, 
while  He  was  teaching  the  people ! 

How  the  progress  of  truth  and  justice  has  been 
hampered  and  thwarted  by  sleuths,  self  ap- 
pointed, who  have  devoted  their  energies  by  fer- 
reting out  and  punishing  heretics  and  violators  of 
their  man-made  codes  and  traditions,  and  equally 
man-made  interpretations  and  applications  I  In- 
stead of  rejoicing  over  finding  the  sheep  that  was 
lost,  they  rejoice  in  exploiting  the  lost's  weak- 
nesses, and  in  crucifying  the  Lord  of  Life,  who 
came  as  the  Defender  of  the  week,  the  Friend  of 
sinners !  With  His  divine  astuteness,  Jesus 
neither  condemned  nor  condoned  the  woman 
taken  in  sin.  He  said,  "Neither  do  I  condemn  you 
— but  don't  continue  to  practice  sinning!" 

Jesus'  evaluation  of  mercy  over  punishment  is 
shown  by  His  reply  to  the  Pharisees  when  He 
was  a  guest  in  a  publican's  heme.  Levi  Matthew 
had  responded  to  the  Master's  call  to  "Follow 
Me!"  In  his  gratitude,  he  made  a  supper  in  his 
home,  and  invited  Jesus  and  also  his  friends  and 
associates,  that  they  might  meet  his  new  ^Master. 
Wheii  the  heretic-baiting  "Scribes  and  Pharisees" 
saw  that  Jesus  ate  with  publicans  (such  as  ^Mat- 
thaw  had  been)  and  sinners,  they  challenged  His 
disciples  with  "How  come?"  Jesus  rallies  to  His 
defense  and  theirs  and  said : 

''They  that  are  well  h-are  no  need  of  a 
physician,  but  they  that  are  sick.  Go  and 
learn  ivhat  this  means  7  diSsire  mercy  and 
not  sacnfice"  (Hos.  6:6). 

*'For  I  am  come  not  to  call  th£  righteous, 
but  sinners." 

Yes,  Jesus  does  show  mercy  rather  than  con- 
deTnnation,  for  He  came  not  to  destroy  men's 
lives — but  to  save  them!  (Luke  9:55).  He  was  a 

(Continued   on   Page   9) 
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Missionary    Department 


KRYPTON,  KENTUCKY   (Equipment  for  parsonage) 

(Miss   Margai-et    Lowery   to    occupy    parsonage 
September  1) 

Living   Room   furniture    $200.00 

Rugs   (9x12  and  throw  rugs)    75.00 

Dinette    set    75.00 

SHIVELY  MISSIONARY  HOME 

Maintenance   and  utilities — per  year    $300.00 

2  Chests  of  drawers — each   40.00 

Desk    40.00 

*     ii     * 


EXTRA  GIVING— MISSIONARY 
PROJECTS 

More  aiid  more  our  churches  and  oi-ganizations  within 
our  churches  are  taking  missionary  projects  as  an  incen- 
tive for  extra  and  even  sacrificial  giving  for  tlie  cause  of 
missions. 

We  heartily  recommend  this  extra-giving,  for  it 
strengthens  the  local  organization  and  makes  possible  an 
expanding  missionary  program  on  the  denominational 
level.  It  also  provides  an  opportunity  to  personalize  the 
extra  giving  as  some  groups  desire. 

Select  from    the   following   list    the   project   you   as  an  ^  ^^^^w%      a  Ki^iA«i-n 

individual  or  as  an  organization  wish  to  take  and  write  A  wwOD     ANSWcR                           , 

to   the   Missionary    Board   of   the    Brethren    Church,    524  ] 

CoUege  Avenue,  Ashland,     Ohio,  telling  of  your  decision,  ^  ^^^  Hebrides  Chieftain  sa,t  peacefully  reading  the 

so  that  it  may  be  set  aside  for  you.  ^^^^^'   ^^^"   ^®  ^^^   interrupted    by    a    French    trader.^ 

"Bah,"  he   said  in  French,  "why    are    you    reading    the! 

ProieCt    Choices  Bible?  I  suppose  the  missionaries  have  got  hold  of  you, 

*  you  poor  fool.  Throw  it  away!  The  Bible  never  did  any- 

ARGENTINA  body  any  good." 

,   ,       ,         r      1       -r^       /■  •  J  .      ,  Replied  the  chieftain,  calmly,  "If  it    wasn't    for    this 

Literature   fund — gifts  of  magazmes  and  books  t,!,  m  v     •  t    ^.4-^     ^-u         u  i»     ^  mi. 

....  ^   ..  „  Bible,  you'd  be  m  my  kettle  there  by  now!" — from  The 

for  missionaries    $  25.00  t,         •   i     j     i>     *     •  ^     ^ 

»-j   .      T,L,     T  Supermtendent's  Assistant. 

Aid  to   Bible  Institute — per  year   200.00 

Aid  to  Radio  Work— per  year  500.00  *     *     * 

Student  Training  Fund — (Several  shares)    25.00 

Slide  projector  2x2    80.00  WHAT    ONE    CENT    DID 

Solomon's  Outfit  (Some  items  listed) 

Portable    typewriter    $  75.00  ^  ^^^  ^^^  filling  a  box  for  India  when  a  child  brought 

Pressure  Cooker   20.00  ^^^  ^  penny.   With  it  the  lady  bought    a    tract    to    put 

Iron      13.00  ^"  *^®  '^^^"  "^^^  tract  was  at  length  given  to  a  Burmese 

Small    pasteurizer    35.00  chief,  and  it  led  him  to  Christ.  The  chief  told  the  story 

2    Transformers    22.00  °^  ^'^   Saviour,   and  his  great  happiness   to  his  friends. 

Slide  projector  and  screen 100.00  '^^y  ^^^o  believed  and  cast  away  their  idols.  A  church 

FLannelgraph    materials    25.00  ^^^  ^^^'■^  there:  a  missionary  was  sent,  and  fifteen  hun-I 

dred  were  conveited  from  heathenism.  All  of  these  won- 

AFRICA  derful  changes  were  the  result  of  that  little  seed. — ^from 

o         _.ror,T.,  ,  Superintendent's  Assistant. 

bupport    of    C.R.I,    teachers    and    supplies    in   the    Higi 

area 

(A  C.R.I,  is  a  class  in  religious  instruction,  empha- 
sizing  the   four   R'8— Reading,    WRiting,   ARithmetic  iv/ITi  ■       -f-i  ■  r-       ■     A  %/t  J  l-^  i 
and  Religion.  About  12  of  these  C.RL's— per  year  W I   I  H         I   HE       LAYMtN 

$  60.00 
Motor  Scooter  for   Bob   Bischof    500.00 

PHILFPPPINES  SOUTHERN    INDIANA    DISTRICT    LAYMEN 

Glenn   and  Jean   Shank's    Outfit     (Only    a    few    items  Please  Take  Note: 
listed) 

Kerosene  stove   .$150.00  "^^^  regular  Quarterly  meeting  of  the  Southern  Indiana 

Kerosene  refrigerator   300.00  District   Laymen  will   be  held  at   the    Muncie    Brethren 

Washing    Machine    100.00  Church  on  Monday  evening,  August  10th.  Please  notice: 

Transformer     11.00  "^^^^   ^^   ^^^   week   earlier  than   regular  time   because   of 

Mattress  and  springs   60.00  General    Conference.    Let's    keep    up    our   fine   record    of 

Steel   filing  cabinet    75.00  attendance. 

Portable  typewriter    75.00  —Guy  V.  Purdy,  Sec. 
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ITINERARY  OF  THE 
AMBASSADOR'S  QUARTET 


Quartet    Personnel:    Charles    Huff,    Ronald   Ritchey,    Wil 
liam  Curtis,  Glenn  Grumbling 


FAIRHAVEN — Saturday  evening,  August  1st. 

SMITHVILLE— Sunday  morning,  August  2nd. 

CANTON — Sunday  evening,  August  2nd. 

PITTSBURGH— Monday    evening,    August    3rd. 

BRUSH  VALLEY— Tuesday  evening,  August  4fh. 

VANDERGRIFT— Wednesday  evening,  August  5th. 

JOHNSTOWN,  THIRD  CHURCH— Thursday  evening, 
August  6th. 

JOHNSTOWN,  SECOND  CHURCH— Friday  evening,  Au- 
gust 7th. 

BERLIN — Sunday  morning,  August  9th. 

MEYERSDALE— Sunday  evening,  August  9th. 

CUMBERLAND— Monday  evening,  August  10th. 

JONES  MILLS— Tuesday  evening,  August  11th, 

MT.  PLEASANT— Wednesday  evening,  August  12th. 

RAYSTOWN— Thursday  evening,  August  13th. 

MASONTOWN— Friday  evening,  August  .14th. 


HIGHLAND— Sunday  morning,  August  16th. 
CAMERON— Sunday  evening,  August  16th. 
AKRON — Sunday  evening,  August  23rd. 
VINCO — Monday  evening,  August  24th. 
SERGEANTSVILLE— Wednesday  evening,  August  26th. 
GEORGETOWN— Thursday  evening,  August  27th. 
WASHINGTON— Friday  evening,  August  28th. 
HAGERSTOWN— Sunday   morning,   August   30th. 
WAYNESBORO— Sunday  evening,  August  30th. 
ST.  JAMES— Monday  evening,  August  31st. 
ST.   LUKE— Thursday  evening,   September  3rd. 
MATHIAS— Tuesday   evening,    September   8th. 
OAK   HILL — Thursday   evening,    September   10th. 
TERRA  ALTA— Friday  evening,  September  11th. 
LOST    CREEK— Saturday-Monday,    September   12th-14th. 

(Dates  for  other  churches  in  the  Southeastern  District 
yet  to  be  confirmed.) 
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FOOD  FOR  THE  FAITHFUL 

Again  this  year  we  are  giving  you  an  opportunity  to 
express  this  Christian  grace  of  giving.  An  opportunity 
which  if  taken,  will  express  your  appreciation  for  the 
services  that  have  b.een  rendered  in  the  past  by  those 
Faithful  Servants  who  are  now  residing  at  the  Brethren's 
Home  in  Flora,  -Indiana. 

Bring  the  food  to  Conference.  Please  do  not  bring  per- 
ishable articles,   for  they  cannot  be  handled  properly. 

A  fine  expression  of  gratitude  was  received  for  last 
year's  Food  for  the  Faithful.  Food  is  a  necessary  item 
at  the  Heme,  and  there  is  never  too  much  of  it.  "Inas- 
much as  you  have  done  it  unto  the  least  of  these  my 
brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me." — Matt.  25:40. 

— ^George  Solomon, 
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This 


'n' 


By  the  Ekiitor 


That 


Attendants  at  the  coming  General  Confei-ence  will  note 
some  nice  improvements  around  the  Ashland  College 
Campus.  Of  course,  the  new  Student  L'nion  building  is 
nearing  completion,  and  the  foundation  work  for  the  new 
Administration  building,  replacing  Founders'  Hall,  is  be- 
ing started. 

Another  improvement  is  the  laying  of  cement  walks 
around  the  new  Memorial  Chapel.  Tliese  walks  definitely 
add  to  the  general  appearance  and  represent  a  nice  im- 
provement over  the  gravel  walks  pre\iously  used. 
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THE   EDITOR'S   PULPIT 

TAKE  COD  WITH   YOU 

(Continued  from  Page  3) 
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Christian?    When   you  go  on  vacation,  do   you   take   God 
with  you? 

Third,  we  can  attend  church  services.  Sunday  is  still 
Sunday  at  home,  or  away.  It  is  still  the  Loivi's  Day,  and 
God  is  looking  for  every  child  of  His  to  be  in  the  church 
sen-ices  on  the  Lord's  Day.  Personally,  we  have  had  some 
wonderful  experiences  of  attending  chuixh  during  vaca- 
tions. It  has  not  always  been  possible,  when  travelling, 
to  attend  a  church  of  our  denomination,  but  it  has  been 
possible  every  Sunday  for  many  years,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  when  we  ran  out  of  gas  on  our  way  to  a  town 
to  go  to  church,  to  attend  at  least  one  service  of  the 
house  of  the  Lord  on  Sunday. 

If  we  make  the  effort,  the  Lord  honors  our  presence. 
Perhaps  you  are  visiting  relatives,  and  Saturday  night 
found  you  up  late,  then  getting  up  late,  being  tempted 
to  while  away  the  time  until  too  late  to  go  to  church. 
Perhaps  you  are  in  a  strange  town  (or  near  one)  and 
know  nothing  about  the  chui-ches.  It's  a  temptation  to 
"not  go."  Arise,  my  friend,  and  honor  God  by  going  to 
His  house  for  prayer,  praise  and  worship.  Hunt  up  a 
church  and  go.  It  may  not  be  the  type  of  church,  or  the 
kind  of  sei-vice  you  are  used  to  at  home,  but  in  the  house 
of  the  Loi-d  you  can  woi-ship  your  God.  Whether  it  is  a 
friendly  church,  a  large  one,  or  a  small  one,  or  whether 
it  is  a  church  wherein  no  one  speaks  to  you,  or  in  which 
every  one  stares  at  you,  God  is  there  if  you  seek  Him. 
And  on  that  day,  in  that  place,  God  has  a  message  for 
your  heart.   Open  your  heart  and  hear  Him. 

Vacation  time  is  designed  to  be  a  time  of  refreshing 
of  the  body  and  the  mind.  Make  it  also  a  time  of  spirit- 
ual refreshment.  Begin  each  day  with  a  period  of  devo- 
tional meditation.  Find  a  sweet  fellowship  with  God, 
guaranteed  to  last  all  day.  Wherever  you  travel,  be  mind- 
ful of  His  abiding  presence.  Relieved  of  the  ordinary 
pressure  of  daily  duties,  give  your  mind  more  time  to 
listen  to  the  voice  of  the  Spirit.  Persorially,  some  of  the 
greatest  messages  from  God  have  come  to  us  on  vacation 
time  when  we  really  had  the  time  to  listen  to  the  voice 
of  God. 

The  end  result  will  be  that  you  will  come  home  re- 
freshed, rested,  and  inspired  to  do  a  better  job  in  your 
local  church.  One  thing  that  is  needed  more  than  any- 
thing else  right  now  in  our  church  is  for  our  people  to 
take  time  to  listen  to  the  voice  of  God,  as  He  seeks  to 
speak  to  our  hearts.  We  feel  that  we  are  living  too  much 
on  the  strength  of  our  heritage,  and  on  the  afterglow 
of  the  faith  of  our  fathers.  We  need,  in  our  opinion,  a 
spiritual  rejuvenation  of  our  own.  Perhaps  in  this  sum- 
mer season,  some  Brethren,  giving  more  time  to  their 
communion  with  God,  will  hear  the  voice  of  God,  and 
will  come  forth  with  the  vision  and  the  message  of  the 
Lord,  as  did  the  prophets  of  old. 

If  such  is  the  case,  then  we  shall  have    "vacationed" 


well.  For  then  we  shall  have  the  faith  of  our  fathers 
anew  in  our  hearts,  our  lives  and  work.  Individually, 
as  churches,  and  as  a  denomination,  we  shall  proceed  as 
never  before. 

And  now,  take  God  with  you  when  you  go  on  vaca- 
tion, for  it  may  be,  that  in  the  silence  of  some  night,  in 
the  inspiration  of  some  beautiful  scene,  in  a  church  ser- 
vice somewhere,  or  in  the  fellowship  of  some  friend  or 
relative,  that  God  will  speak  to  you  a  message  that  will 
be  the  focal  point  of  increased  spiritual  endeavor  for  you 
and  for  others. 

Christ  called  His  disciples  when  they  were  willing  to 
listen  to  Him.  Exactly  in  the  same  way  He  calls  us  today. 
That's  why  we  don't  want  you  to  miss  a  chance  to  serve 
Him  by  not  having  Him  with  you  on  vacation.  Vacation 
time  is  a  splendid  chance  to  grow  spiritually,  so  don't 
miss  it  by  forgetting  to  take  God  along.  He'll  be  your 
help,  your  strength,  and  will  fill  your  days  with  safety, 
joy  and  happiness  as  you  seek  to  live  for  Him  wherever 
you  go.— W.  S.  B. 


Items    of  General   Interest 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 


church  is  getting  off  to  a  good  start,  with  13  present 
for  the  first  service,  and  fifteen  present  the  next  Sunday. 

The  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School  public  program  was 
held  Sunday  evening,  June  28th.  Average  attendance  for 
their  Bible  School  was  a  fraction  under  88. 

Sunday  evening,  July  5th,  the  sound  film,  "Peter,  the 
Fisherman"  was  shown. 

LANARK,  ILLINOIS.  Brother  and  Sister  Kenneth  Sol- 
omon, Missionaries  in  preparation  for  the  Argentine, 
were  guest  speakers  on  Sunday,  July  12th. 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  The  Boys'  Brotherhood  organiza- 
tion presented  their  public  program  on  Sunday  morning,  | 
July    12th.    Brother    Charles    Munson,    National    Brethren 
Youth  Director  was  the  speaker  for  the  program.  i 

The  Solomons  were  guest  speakers  in  the  Waterloo 
church  on  Sunday,  July  19th. 

TUCSON,  ARIZONA.  Brother  Vernon  D.  Grisso  com- 
ments on  their  growing  Sunday  School  attendance,  this 
time  relative  to  their  Children's  Day  attendance.  He  says, 
"One  year  ago  we  reached  a  record  Sunday  School  at- 
tendance on  Children's  Day  with  92.  This  year  the  same 
date   and   same  occasion  was   another  record  with  178!" 

Brother  Grisso  says  of  his  recent  throat  infection  that, 
"it  turned  out  to  be  a  bad  "strep-throat"  that  cleared  up 
almost  as  rapidly  as  it  flared  up." 
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Plan  to  spend  your  vacation  attend- 
ing the  65th  General  Conference  of  the 
Brethren  Church  at  Ashland,  Ohio,  Au- 
gust 17th  to  23rd.  There's  a  real  treat 
in  store  for  you. 


I 
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ATTENTION 


Delegates  To  General  Conference 

Plans  are  now  being  made  to  entertain  you  durinjj 
Conference  week.  The  same  rates  for  room  and  boaid 
will  prevail  another  year. 

The  thiixi  and  part  of  the  second  floor  of  the  dormi- 
tory will  be  reserved  for  Sisterhood  Girls,  and  the  rates 
are  as  foIlows< 

Six  nights,  one    in  a  room.  ..  .$4.00;  single  nights.  ..  .75c 
Six  nights,  two  in  a  room.  . .  .$2.75;  single  nights.  .  .  .50c 

(Girls   will    furnish   own   bed   linens   and   blankets) 

A  Clerk  will  be  on  duty  to  receive  room  payments 
upon  your  arrival. 

Boys  attending  Conference  will  be  accommodated  at 
Glenn  Haller  Court.  Room,  six  nights,  $3.00. 

IMPORTANT— Bring  own  bed  linen  and  blankets!  The 
$3.00  is  payable  upon  arrival. 

The  first  and  part  of  the  second  floor  of  the  dormitory 
will  be  reserved  for  women. 

Six  nights,  one  in    a  room.  .  .$6.00;  Single  nights ...  $1.25 
Six  nights,  two  in  a  room.  .  .$4.50;  Single  nights.  .  .$1.00 

MEALS 

Six  day  meal  ticket $10.00 

Individual  Meals: 

Breakfast — Choice    25c,  35c  and  50c* 

Dinners     85c 

Lunches    60c 

*For  choice  of  breakfasts,  those  buying  the  week 
ticket  and  desiring  extra  menu,  will  pay  the  additional 
10  or  25c  to  the  cashier.  Tickets  provide  for  the  25c 
breakfast  only. 

The  first  meal  will  be  served  on  Monday  evening, 
August  17th,  and  the  last  meal  on  Stmday  noon,  August 
23rd. 

No  deposit  is  required  for  room  reservations  either  on 
or  off  campus.  Deleq^ates  rooming  off  campus  will  write 
directly  to  their  former  hosts  and  make  their  own  reser- 
vations. The  College  will  assist  new  delegates  who  do 
not  have  contracts  as  to  rooms.  They  in  tuni  will  make 
their  reservations  for  succeeding  conferences. 

THE  OFF  CAMPUS  SUGGESTED  RATES 

One  in  a  room    $1.50  to  $2.00  per  day;  $6.00  to  $8.00 

per  week 

Two  in  a  room $2.50  to  $3.00  per  day;  $8.00  to  $10.00 

per  week. 

Send  all  communications  to  A.  Glenn  Carpenter,  Busi- 
ness Manager,  Ashland  College,  Ashland,  Oliio. 


"CHRIST,  ^illE  DEKEXDKK  OF  THE  WEAK" 

fContinuf:']   from   l';if!/-  5) 

Man  of  Sorrows  and  acquainteil  with  iii'usL  He 
was  the  friend  of  sinners  .  .  .  yes,  more.  He  is  the 
Savior  of  all  sinners  who  will  beli(/ve  and  repent  I 

Thank  God,  that,  despite  human  weakness,  hu- 
man selfishness  and  brutality,  there  are  still  mul- 
titudes to  gather  to  be  taught  of  the  Lard,  and 
them  that  come  unto  Him  He  will  in  no  wi.se  cast 
out! 

"We  were  sunk  in  the  ruins  of  sin 

But,  swiftly  He  came  to  our  aid, 
O'er  our  foes  He  did  victoiy  win — 

For  us,  peace  with  God  He  has  made  I 

"0,  how  deep  are  the  riches  of  grace 
How  great  is  the  love  Christ  has  shown, 

When  He  stood  in  the  poor  sinner's  place — 
No  love  like  his  ever  was  known  I" 

— Gratis,  Ohio. 


ATTENTION 

CHURCH   CHOIRS  AND  SINGERS  OF  THE 
BRETHREN  CHURCHES: 

We  again  call  to  your  attention  the  numbei"s  to  be  used 
by  the  Conference  Choir  of  the  General  Coirference,  to  be 
held  in  the  Ashland  College  Memorial  Chapel  in  a  few 
weeks.  We  trust  that  you  will  endeavor  to  secure  copies 
of  these  numbers  and  bring  them  along  with  j^ou.  We 
urge   you   to  join  the  choir  at   Conference  time. 

Anthems  to  be  used  are: 

"Make  a  Joyful  Noise  unto  God" — L.  Stanley  Glarum 
—No.   1682— Hall   &   McCreary  Company,   Chicago. 

"Father  Etenial"— Ralph  E.  Williams— No.  S34— Paul 
A.  Schmitt  Music  Company,  IMinneapolis,  Minnesota, 

"A  Blessing" — IMartin  Shaw — No.  S66S — G.  Schii-mer, 
Inc.,  New  York. 

"Sanctus"— Charles  Gounod  (from  ''St.  Cecelia  Mass"— 
No.  2210 — The  Boston  Music  Company,  Boston,  Mass. 

"Praise  Jehovah"— W.  A.  Mozart  (Arr.  by  A.  W.  Bind- 
er)— No.  116 — Broadcast  Music,  Inc.,  5S0  Fifth  Avenue, 
New  York. 

The  Conference  Choir  has  been  one  of  the  outstanding 
features  of  our  General  Conferences.  We  are  looking  for- 
ward to  your  help  and  cooperation  this  year,  too. 

— Phil  Lersoh.  Choir  Director. 
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HAGERSTOWN  CHURCH 

HONORS  ITS 

OFFICIAL  BOARD 

MEMBERS 


HONORED  GUESTS:  (left  to  right):   Rev.  James   E.   Ault,    A.    Roy 
Sprecher,  James  P.  Spedden,  and  Clarence  H.  Rohrer. 


The  "official  family"  of  the  First  Brethren  Church, 
Hagerstown,  Maryland,  was  entertained  recently  at  a  ban- 
quet in  the  church  social  rooms.  The  event  also  honored 
three  members  of  the  official  board,  who  have  contributed 
a  combined  record  of  120  years  to  the  church. 

Arranged  by  the  Pastor,  Brother  James  E.  Ault,  the 
banquet  was  attended  by  approximately  64  members  of 
the  church's  official  board  and  standing  committees.  In 
welcoming  the  group,  the  pastor  also  noted  that  most  of 
the  Sunday  School  superintendents,  adult  teaching  staff, 
deacons,  and  organizational  officers  were  also  repre- 
sented within  the  official  board  group. 

Highlighting  the  dinner  program  was  the  presentation 
of  copies  of  the  Bible  to  James  P.  Spedden,  Clarence  H. 
Rohrer,  and  A.  Roy  Sprecher,  who  have  each  given  their 
loyalty  and  support  to  the  church  for  a  period  of  forty 
years   or   more.    In    making   the   presentations.   Rev.   Ault 


paid  tribute  to  these  men  for  their  "day-to-day"  suppoil 
and  encouragement  in  the  progress  of  the  church. 

Mr.  Spedden  and  Mr.  Rohrer  have  served  as  deacons  of 
the  church  for  40  years,  and  Mr.  Sprecher  as  a  trustee 
for  40  years. 

John  L.  Carnochan,  Jr.,  church  moderator,  spoke  to  the 
assembled  group  on  their  responsibility  in  accepting 
church  leadership.  He  urged  them  to  carry  into  the  com- 
munity the  things  they  know  to  be  good  and  fine,  and  to 
carry  on  the  work  of  the  church  to  the  glory  of  God.  The 
program  closed  with  the  presentation  of  the  stewardship 
film  entitled,  "All  That  I  Have." 


(Material  for  this  article  was  gleaned  from  the  Hagers- 
town  "Daily  Mail,"  as  sent  to  the  Editor  by  Brother 
Ault.  W.  S.  B.) 
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p\0  YOU  LIKE  ROLLER  coaster  rides? 

We've  all  been  t>o  an  amusement  park  at 
some  time  in  our  lives.  Mey-ers  Lake  is  the  park 
in  our  town,  and  New  York  City  is  famous  for 
its  Coney  Island,  which  is  considered  one  of  the 
most  democratic  spots  in  the  world,  as  people  of 
every  age,  color,  creed,  and  culture  mill  around 


its  various  attractions,    seeking    recreation    and 
amusement. 

Everything  about  an  amusement  park  is  dec- 
orated in  colors  and  figures  that  are  gaudy  and 
grotesque,  and  everything  is  designed  to  shock 
your  senses — through   eyes,   ears,   or  nose — into 
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taking  one  of  the  greatest  thrills  or  adventures 
of  a  lifetime. 

The  real  pay-off,  however,  in  the  amusement 
park  is  the  roller  coaster,  which  is  supposed  to 
be  the  tops  in  thrills  and  breath-taking  amuse- 
ments. The  framework  on.  which  the  track  is  laid 
is  larger  and  taller  than  any  other  in  the  park. 
The  barker  out  in  front  doesn't  have  to  shout  to 
people  about  the  thrill  they'll  get  from  it.  Any- 
one can  see  that  only  the  bi'ave  dare  ride. 

The  car  stai'ts  off  with  two  people  in  every 
seat  clinging  to  the  handle  grip — mouths  open 
wide  in  anticipation  of  what's  to  come.  Around 
the  first  curve  you  begin  to  climb  slowly,  with 
heart  pounding.  Just  as  you  get  to  the  top  of  the 
first  big  hill,  you  glance  around  at  the  world  be- 
neath you — just  a  split  second  glance — and  then 
plunge  down  the  other  side  at  breath-taking 
spaed. 

Each  climb  thereafter  see-ms  more  tantalizing; 
and  with  each  rush  down  the  other  side  more 
shrieks  from  the  passengers  split  through  the 
air. 

Suddenly,  it's  all  over,  and  you  feel  the  brakes 
go  on  as  you  roll  gently  back  to  the  loading  plat- 
form. 

You  feel  sort  of  "experienced"  and  "let  down" 
as  you  climb  out  and  look  around.  They  told  you 
it  was  dangerous;  but  few  ever  get  hurt  riding 
a  roller  coaster.  They  said  it  was  thrilling;  but 
it  was  all  over  in  three  minutes.  You  thought  you 
were  in  for  adventure,  but  all  you  did  was  sit  in 
your  seat  and  hang  on.  You  were  told  you'd 
travel  at  super  speed ;  but  actually  a  car  goes  lots 
faster;  and  an  airplane  would  make  the  speed- 
ometer on  a  roller  coaster  look  like  a  toy. 

In  other  words,  it  was  a  great  big  build-up  to 
a  great  big  let-down.  Just  as  the  roller  coaster 
car  traveled  over  the  track — up,  high — it  came 
down  fast. 

It  just  seemed  dangerous;  it  seemed  thrilling; 
it  seemed  fast;  it  seemed  like  a  real  adventure; 
but  when  you  got  back  where  you  started,  you 
knew  you  were  just  the  same  as  always,  and  so 
was  everyone  else. 

This  roller  coaster  ride  is  symbolic  of  the  sort 
of  entertainment  or  pleasures  Christian  young- 
people  try  to  avoid  in  their  lives.  If  we  get  in- 
volved   in    this    roller-coaster    type  of    pleasure- 


seeking,  it's  just  like  getting  into  a  vehicle  that 
runs  on  a  track  which  goes  up  one  incline,  only 
to  plunge  down  and  around  and  come  rijfht  back 
where  it  started.  We  never  really  get  anywhere, 
and  it  just  leaves  us  with  sort  of  an  emptines.s 
and  unsatisfied  feeling  of  accomplishment.  It's 
like  a  fake  kind  of  thi-illing  adventure.  We  pay 
our  25c;  take  the  ride;  and  that's  it.  There  isn't 
any  more.  After  the  ride  is  over  we  have  nothing 
to  use  which  would  lead  us  on  to  bigger  and  bet- 
ter things;  for  remember,  this  is  it — the  biggest 
thrill  in  the  park — there  isn't  anything  bigger  or 
more  exciting — you've  had  it ! 

But  what  about  this  "let-down"  feeling  after 
it's  all  over?  We  thought  this  roller  coaster  ride 
would  be  exciting  and  the  answer  to  what  we 
were  looking  for,  but  we  quickly  discovered  it 
didn't  give  us  at  all  the  satisfaction  we  thought 
it  would,  and  after  a  few  more  rides,  it's  no 
longer  even  exciting  .  .  .  it's  old  stuff  I 

We  could  use  the  story  of  the  roller  coaster 
ride  to  symbolize  many  things  in  our  life,  but  as 
I  mentioned  before  we  i-efer  to  it  here  as  a  sym- 
bol of  what  some  of  us  seem  to  ba  constantly 
seeking  for  the  part  that  recreation  or  enteitain- 
ment  plays  in  our  lives.  We're  looking  for  thrills 
and  excitement  which  many  times  are  dangerous 
sources  of  entertainment. 

The  roller  coaster  has  a  one-track  mind ;  it 
can't  ever  change  its  way  or  get  anywhere.  As 
Christian  young  people  we  want  to  develop  the 
right  kind  of  fun  in  our  lives  .  .  .  fun  that  starts 
at  one  point  and  goes  on  to  another,  and  instead 
of  leaving  us  with  an  empty  feeling  cr  unsatis- 
fied feeling;  it  leaves  us  with  a  wholesome  feel- 
ing of  having  really  enjoyed  ourselves. 

We  want  fun  that  will  help  us  develop  into 
more  interesting  and  outstanding  young  people. 

To  plaj^  is  natural  and  inevitable.  It's  just  as 
important  for  us  to  spend  some  time  playing  each 
day  as  it  is  to  eat  our  three  meals  and  sleep 
eight  or  ten  hours.  Someone  said,  "recreation  or 
play  should  be  physically  and  mentally  helpful. "" 
Now  in  order  for  our  lecreation  to  be  physically 
and  mentally  helpful,  what  must  it  do  for  us? 
Let's  think  of  some  of  the  values  of  play  cr  rec- 
reation. 

Just  to  name  a  few:  it  should  develop  person- 
( Continued  on  Page  14) 


(This  article  by  Dorothy  R.  Miller,  was  delivered  recently  to  the  Trinity  Bi-ethren  young  people,  at  Canton. 
Ohio.  It  is  recommended  by  the  Pastor,  Rev,  Clarence  Stogsdill,  for  a  wider  reading  among  youth  and  adults 
throughout    the   Denomination.   Adapted    from    many  sources.) 
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THK  KIM)  OF  A  HOME  1  WANT 

Frov.  12:1-7:  Matt.  7:24-29;  2  'Hm.  1:1-5 

"IF  YOU  HAD  TO  CHOOSE  one  of  tlie  following— an 
interesting  job,  an  independent  income  of  $100  a  week, 
a  happy  f;unily  and  home  life — which  would  you  choose? 
That  is  the  question  asked  recently  of  a  cross  section  of 
husbands  and  wives.  Eighty  percent  answei-ed  a  happy 
family  and  home  life."*  Samuel  Johnson  wrote,  "To  be 
happy  at  home  is  the  ultimate  of  all  ambition;  the  end 
to  which  every  enterprise  and  labor  tend,  and  of  which 
ever>*  desire  prompts  the  prosecution." 

Most  people  want  a  happy  home  more  than  they  want 
an>thing  else.  Certainly  they  are  concerned  about  the 
style  of  their  house — its  location,  architecture,  and  its 
furnishings.  They  are  important  and  will  engage  the  at- 
tention of  anyone  who  has  the  choice  to  make  on  these 
matters;  but  they  are  nevertheless  secondary.  The  dis- 
tinctive atmosphere  of  the  home  comes  from  personality. 

1.  1  WANT  A  HOME  THAT  IS  AS  FREE  AS  POS- 
SIBLE FRO.M  TENSION  AND  BICKERING.  In  every 
home  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  bickering  and  tension, 
but  this  should  be  i-educed  to  the  very  minimum.  In  order 
to  achieve  this  goal,  every  member  of  the  family  will 
have  to  cooperate.  In  order  to  avoid  the  every  morning 
tension  of  getting  the  childi-en  off  to  school  and  father' 
and  mother  off  to  work,  there  will  have  to  be  a  division 
of  chores  around  the  home.  Each  person  will  have  to 
have  a  part  in  planning  the  program  the  evening  before 
and  seeing  that  it  is  carried  out. 

Perhaps,  the  most  impoi-tant  ingredient  in  overcoming 
tension  in  the  home  is  love.  One  of  John  Buchan's  sons 
WTx»te  of  his  father,  "Everything  sprang  into  cheerful  new 
life  the  moment  my  father  entered  the  front  door." 
The  secret  of  John  Buchan's  life  can  be  found  in  an  ob- 
servation of  a  friend  who  wrote,  "The  foundation  of  his 
life,  I  realize  now,  was  the  principle  of  Christian  life." 

If  in  the  mid.st  of  this  hustling  life  of  yours,  you  know 
that  a  hou5»e  does  not  mean  a  home — if  you  would  like  to 
rise  above  the  petty  tempers  of  life;  seek  often  to  be  in 
the  company  of  Jesu.s  Christ.  Dwellings  should  not  be 
cla.s.sified  as  rich  or  poor,  luxurious  or  plain,  but  as  homes 
where  peace  and  lo\'e  abound  or  when;  they  do  not. 

2.  I  WANT  A  HO.ME  IN  WHICH  ALL  THE  MEM- 
BERS OF  THE  FAMILY  PARTICIPATE.  In  a  study  at 
Milwaukee  Stat/;  Teacher's  College  the  question  was 
asked,  "Why  do  boys,  and  girls  go  wrong  or  light?"  After 
careful  investigation,  it  was  discovered  that,  "In  these 
homes  of  well-adjusted  children  an  orderly  life  was  cul- 
tivated far  more  often  by  the  ixjsitive  methods  of  plan- 
ning and  working  together  than  by  the  negative  approach 
of   force    and    punishment.    One    of    the    most    impressive 


features  of  these  families  was  the  number  of  activities 
pursued  as  a  family:  picnics,  sports,  hobbies,  weeding  the 
garden,  just  sitting  around  talking  to  each  other.  Each 
home  had  its  own  pattern,  but  underneath  the  variety 
was  the  feeling  that  anything  whatever  was  enjoyed  sim- 
ply because  father,  mother,  and  children  did  it  together. 
One  doesn't  need  to  be  a  psychologist  to  realize  how  much 
group  feeling  can  contribute  to  security  and  good  adjust- 
ments."** 

This  does  not  mean  that  all  of  our  activities  have  to 
be  planned  for  the  home.  These  children  were  also  en- 
couraged to  make  friends  outside  the  family  circle.  They 
were  encoui'aged  to  build  friendships,  spi'ead  their  wings 
and  fight  their  own  battles.  As  one  woman  put  it,  "You 
have  to  let  them  go  if  you  want  to  keep  them." 

Nor  does  this  mean  that  all  v/ill  be  sweetness  and  sun- 
shine. These  families  had  their  share  of  quarreling  and 
misunderstanding,  but  somehow  their  upsets  didn't  go 
very  deep  and  did  not  last  very  long. 

3.  I   WANT  A  HOME  IN  WHICH  LOVE  PREVAILS. 

There  is  one  thing  that  seems  to  bind  everything  else  to- 
gether and  that  is  love.  One  father  put  it  this  way,  "But 
most  important  of  all  is  loving  your  children  and  letting 
them  know  it,  thinking  of  them  as  people  and  treating 
them  so,  appreciating  what  they  do  and  telling  them  so — 
and  above  all,  letting  them  know  they  are  wanted."  On 
the  other  hand  it  has  been  found  that  most  delinquent 
children  come  from  homes  that  are  little  more  than  a 
place  to  get  a  quick  meal  or  some  much  needed  sleep. 
They  are  homes  in  which  parents  and  children  quarrel 
a  great  deal  and  in  which  parents  allow  their  children 
to  get  the  idea  that  they  are  unwanted  and  unloved.  Love 
is  the  foundation  of  any  home  that  is  successful  and 
happy. 

4.  I  WANT  A  HOME  THAT  IS  BUILT  ON  THE 
PRINCIPLES  OF  JESUS  CHRIST.  Some  years  ago 
Henry  C.  Link  popularized  the  slogan,  "Church  going 
families  are  happier  families."  This  is  the  conclusion  of 
a  great  psychologist  of  our  day  after  examining  the  facts. 
Why  is  this  so?  Part  of  the  reason  is  that  it  is  some- 
thing the  whole  family  does  together,  but  certainly  a 
greater  part  of  it  is  the  fact  the  Christ  and  the  church 
proclaim  kindness  and  consideration  for  others  and 
LOVE  is  its  keynote.  Again  to  quote  from  the  article, 
"Why  Boys  and  Girls  Go  Wrong  or  Right"  the  investi- 
gators found  that  on  "religion  there  was  every  shade  of 
opinion  and  practice  .  .  .  yet  far  more  typical  was  the 
parent  who  said,  'We  participate  in  religion  as  a  fam- 
ily just  as  we  do  in  everything  else.'  " 

CONCLUSION:  Dr.  H.  A.  Overstreet  tells  us  that  "No 
social  institution  is  more  fateful  for  the  human  race 
than  the  home.  In  it  the  primary  shaping  of  character 
takes  place.  In  a  good  home,  maturing  gets  quickly  under 
way:  the  child  is  helped  to  grow  from  stage  to  stage  of 
confidence,  skill,  affection,  responsibility,  and  understand- 
ing. The  light  of  common  day  into  which  he  grows  has 
its  own  permanent  radiance:  it  does  not  dissipate  his 
clouds  of  glory."*** 

It  is  plain,  it  seems  to  me,  that  if  we  are  to  have  the 
kind  of  homes  that  all  of  us  really  want,  we  must  begin 
with  Christ  and  His  way  of  life.  We  must  be  consider- 

( Continued  on  Page  14) 
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"HE  GIVETH  MORE  GRACE" 
(James  4:6) 

Among    the    great   promises,   precious   and    true, 

Is  this,  all-sufficient  for  me  and  for  you: 

Whatever  your  need,  any  time,  any  place, 

Just   trust,   and   remember,   "He   giveth    more   grace." 

When  grief  thrusts   you   through  with  its   cold,  piercing 

dart 
When  friends  pass  you  by,  almost  breaking  your  heart. 
Just  look  through  your  tears  for  a  glimpse  of  God's  face, 
And  cling  to  the  promise,  "He  giveth  more  grace." 

When  petty  annoyances,  problems  and  cares 
Take   up   their  abode  in   your  mind   unawares; 
Go  into  your  closet  and  earnestly  pray — 
"I  need  just  a  little   more  grace.  Lord,   today." 

If  burdens  rest  lightly,  and  troubles   seem  few, 
Or  strike  like  a  thunderbolt  out  of  the  blue : 
Serene  may  you  go,  clinging  close  to  His  hand — 
"He  giveth   more   grace,,"   as   your   need  may   demand. 

— Kathryn  Blackburn  Peck. 

TF  LIFE'S  DISAPPOINTMENTS  have  caused  you  a 
bruised  or  broken  heart,  remember  that  "Earth  hath 
no  soiTow  that  Heaven  cannot  heal."  Come  to  Christ 
Whose  heart  was  broken  for  you,  make  confession  of 
sin,  and  pray  the  prayer  of  Psalm  51:10.  Realize  that 
trials  only  bring  you  closer  to  God  (Psalm  34:18).  Broken 
hearts  are  healed  by  the  sanctifying  grace  of  God  (Psalm 
51:17).  God  will  give  "the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning"  (Isa- 
iah 61:3).  Through  thorns  on  life's  path  we  may  come  to 
greater  revelations  of  God  (Isaiah  9:6,  7). 

Love  is  the  gift  of  God,  for  our  comfort.  Love  medi- 
tates purely  (1  Cor.  13:5),  believes  for  the  best  (v.  7), 
suffers  and  brings  Christian  victory  (v.  4).  Love  is  will- 
ing and  obedient  (Psalm  110:3;  2  Cor.  8:3,  12).  The 
Scripture  would  have  us  to  be  subject  one  to  another  in 
love  (1  Peter  5:5).  Love  is  pleading  and  winning  (2  Cor. 
5:14).  Love  sympathizes,  pities,  and  is  real  (1  John 
3:18).  There  is  no  fear  (1  John  4:18).  A  satisfying  love 
brings  joy  (1  Cor.  13:6),  begets  love  and  good  works 
(Heb.  10:24). 

"The  God  of  all  comfort"  is  traly  comforting  (2  Cor. 
2:3-5).  God  speaks  words  of  comfort  to  His  people  (Isai- 
iah  40:1,  2).  He  knows  how  to  comfort  His  children 
(Isaiah  66:13).  If  you  have  undergone  a  severe'  bereave- 
ment, a  lingering  illness,  a  keen  disappointment,  ,and  un- 
just accusation,  come  to  God  for  comfort  (Isaiah  12:1; 
49:13;  Psalm  119:76).  He  has  promised  never  to  leave 
us  alone  (Heb.  13:5).  In  great  stress  let  us  be  quiet  and 
wait  for  Him  (Psalm  46:10;  37:7)  while  He  renders  us 
fit  for  better  sei'vice. 


We  are  to  have  hope  "through  thr^  comfort  of  the 
Scriptures"  (Romans  15:4),  The  ScriptureH  are  "perf^^ct, 
sure,  right,  pure,  true,  righteous,  valuable;,  hU:HHf-A  and 
enriching  (Psalm  19:7-11).  Alx>ut  all  some  nervous  and 
irritable  people  need  is  to  rca^i  the  Bible  and  pray  often 
(Psalm  '42). 

Let  us  not  overlook  the  great  compas.sion  of  our  Sav- 
iour (Matt.  9:36).  He  cares  for  your  soul  and  knows  your 
need  (2  Thcs.  2:16).  He  incites  you  inU^  His  rest  and 
wants  to  be  your  yoke-fellow  (Matt.  11:28-30).  He  want« 
to  dwell  inside  your  heart  and  supply  your  every  nee<l 
(Rev.  3:10). 

And  then  there  is  the  comfort  of  the  Holy  Spirit  (Acts 
9:31).  He  gives  assurance  to  our  souls  by  witnessing  to 
our  spirits  (Romans  8:14).  He  gives  joy  (Gal.  5:22), 
power  in  prayer  (Eph.  6:18),  He  pleads  with  Christ  for 
our  return  from  sin  (1  John  2:1,  2;  Romans  8:26,  27), 
gives  us  understanding  (Job  32:8).  Christ  promised  us 
the  Holy  Spirit  as  a  gift  (John  14:16-18)  and  called  Him 
"another  Comforter." 


Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vanator 

Lesson  for  August  9,   1953 
THE  WHOLE  ARxMOR  OF  GOD 
Lesson:    Ephesians   6:10-20;    Romans    14:19-21 

OUR  TOPIC,  "The  Whole  Aniior  of  God,"  is  taken 
from  the  second  verse  of  our  printed  lesson — Ephe- 
sians 6:11 — and  gives  us  the  clew  to  the  participants  in 
the  warfare  which  is  constantly  in  progress  all  along  the 
front  of  human  life.  We  cannot  escape  the  fact  that 
Christianity  is  a  militant  religion,  not  made  so  with  the 
roar  of  great  guns,  or  the  rumble  of  massive  tanks,  but 
waged  with  the  amior  of  the  living  God  and  the  "Sword 
of  the  Spirit  which  is  the  Word  of  God."  In  such  a  war- 
fare, we  are  told  by  the  Apostle  Paul,  we  are  not  pit- 
ting our  strength  against  flesh  and  blood;  tl^at  we  ai'e 
fighting  a  more  rugged  enemy,  namely,  "against  princi- 
palities, against  powers,  against  the  rulers  of  the  dark- 
ness of  this  world,  against  spiritual  wickedness  in  high 
places."  Such  an  array  is  even  more  formidable  than  ap- 
pears at  first  thought. 

These  enemies  are  not  those  who  fight  openly,  but 
under  cover  of  that  which  gives  them  the  cloak  of  i-e- 
spectability.  Their  tactics  are  of  those  who  would  claim 
to  be  helpful  in  living  and  the  pictures  they  paint  are 
those  of  glowing  pleasure.  Yet  they  come  to  us  as 
"wolves  in  sheep's  clothing"  and,  ■without  pity,  proceed 
to  destroy  and  tear  dovrw  in  order  that  they  may  estab- 
lish their  o\\'n  ends. 

Such  is  the  liquor  traffic  ^^-ith  which  the  lesson  com- 
mittee wishes  to  bring  us  face  to  face  in  our  present 
study.  It  is,  therefore,  called  the  "Temperance"  lesson. 
We  have  only  to  turn  on  our  radios  or  tele\-ision  sets  and 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGEL fST 


listen  for  a  very  few  moments  to  learn  that  everj'  effort 
is  beinjr  put  forth  by  the  "rulei-s  of  the  darkness  of  this 
world"  to  ntake  our  boys  and  pirls  slaves  to  the  great 
de»ion  "drink."  Thoy  would  make  thoir  various  "brands" 
of  liquor  a  household  woixi,  and  intleed  it  is  being  done. 
Not  too  long  ago  the  writer  hoard  a  small  boy  singing  at 
the  top  of  his  voice  a  refrain  whioli  is  familiar  to  far  too 
many  thivugh  the  "air  huies"  ami  which  tolls  the  listen- 
ers that  this  particular  brand  can  be  had  by  simply 
"whistling"  for  it.  (I  think  most  of  you  will  know  what 
1  mean,  for  you  too  have  listened  to  its  chant.)  On  most 
of  us  this  would  make  no  impression,  for  we  do  not  want 
the  "stuff."  But  what  impression  was  being  made  on  this 
small  boy,  and  how  .soon  will  it  be  till  he  will  be  makijig 
his  wants  known  by  the  familiar  "whistle?" 

Who  is  behind  this  propaganda  ?  Easily  answered — "the 
rulers  of  the  darkness  of  this  world"  and  "the  spiritual 
wickedness  in  high  places."  While  some  effort  has  been 
put  forth  to  stem  the  rising  tide  of  such  wholesale  ad- 
vertising of  liquor  by  the  liquor  interests,  the  whole  mat- 
ter has  been  met  by  the  church  in  a  lethargic  manner 
which  betokens  a  lack  of  interest  in  the  future  of  our 
youngsters  and  even  in  our  nation. 

It  is  such  a  situation  in  the  fight  against  the  forces  of 
Satan  that  Paul  finds  confronting  the  early  church.  His 
admonition  to  "put  on  the  WHOLE  ARMOR  of  God," 
that  "ye  may  be  able  to  stand  against  the  wiles  of  the 
devil,"  is  as  just  as  important  today  as  it  was  then. 
Have  you  done  what  Paul  advises?  Have  you  put  on  the 
WHOLE  armor  of  God?  If  so,  why  not  get  into  the  bat- 
tle against  the  "spiritual  wickedness  in  high  places?" 


Crusader  Topic 
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ate  of  each   other  and  plan  our  work,  our  fun,  and  our 
play  together. 

•Love,   -Marriage,   Children   and    Security — By    Henry    C. 

Link.  Reader's  Digest — May  1951,  p.  47. 
••Why   Boys  and  GirLs  Go   Wrong  or  Right — By  Robert 

M.   Goldenson,   Ph.D.,   Parent's  Mag. — May  1951,  p.  31. 
•••The  Mature   Mind— By  H.  A.  Overstreet.  pp.  230-231. 

QIESTIONS   FOR  DISCUSSION 

1.  What  kind  of  a  home  do  you  want? 

2.  What  do  you  consider  hindrances  to  a  happy  home? 

3.  What  would   you   do   to   make  your  home  happy? 


GOING  THROUGH  LIFE 

fContinufd   from    pHfrc    ]1) 


ality;  make  us  happy  or  enthusiastic,  cheerful; 
develop  our  .sense  of  humor;  encourage  honesty, 
unselfishness;  make  us  .self-confident;  develop  a 
knowledge  or  skill ;  and  sportsmanship. 
Now  think  over  some  of  the  forms  of  emter- 


tainment  that  are  participated  in  every  day  as 
forms  of  recreation  or  amusement.  Let's  tie  up 
some  of  these  kinds  of  recreation  with  their  ap- 
parent values  as  listed  above  and  see  if  they're 
doing  for  us  what  they  should.  Pick  one  of  the 
forms  of  amusements  you  participate  in  and  see 
how  many  of  the  above  values  it  possesses.  Does 
it  help  develop  your  personality?  Make  you  en- 
thusiastic? Cheerful?  Give  you  self-confidence? 
Develop  a  particular  skill?  Help  you  make 
friends?  If  we  match  up  those  things  we  do  for 
amusement  with  their  apparent  values;  we  can 
answer  for  ourselves  how  much  personal  benefit 
we  i^ceive  from  each  type  of  amusement  or  form 
of  recreation  we  enter  into. 

Paul  wrote  to  the  Christians,  "Redeem  thy 
time."  Let's  start  now  redeeming  our  leisure 
time,  and  make  sure  we're  doing  those  things 
in  fun  which  will  benefit  and  help  us  personally. 
The  next  time  you  find  yourself  looking  for  a 
"roller  coaster"  ride,  so  to  speak,  see  first 
"what's  in  it  for  you."  Ask  yourself  these  ques- 
tions, and  I'll  wager  you'll  be  spending  your 
leisure  much  more  profitably  and  you'll  be  really 
having  more  fun: 

1.  Is  this  form  of  recreation  harmful  to  mor- 
als? 

2.  Is  it  unsafe? 

3.  Does  it  stifle  spiritual  life? 

4.  Is  it  degrading? 

5.  Is  it  illegal? 

6.  Is  it  something  the  church  can  or  cannot* 
ask  its  members  to  support  ? 


7.  Will  it  hurt  my  mind  or  body? 

8.  Can  I  do  this  and  at  the  same  time  give 
100%  service  to  my  schoolwork  or  job? 

9.  Will  I  be  ashamed  if  it  is  found  out? 

1  O.Will  my  doing  this  cause  someone  else  to 
stumble  ? 

If  in  doubt,  don't  do  it.  Thomas  Hughes  said, 
"There's  always  a  voice  saying  the  right  thing 
to  you  somewhere,  if  you'll  only  listen  for  it." 

Remember,  "all  you  do  in  word  or  deed,  do  all 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  giving  thanks  to 
God  the  Father  by  Him." 
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ARDMORE,  INDIANA 

The  Sisterhood  girls  held!  their  Public  Service,  Sunday 
evening,  June  7th.  Both  vocal  and  instrumental  musical 
talents  were  displayed  by  some  of  the  girls.  Two  very 
fine  films  were  also  shown,  'The  Lord's  Prayer,"  and  "The 
Barrier."  Fifteen  of  the  girls  attended  the  State  Confer- 
ence .at  Shipshewana  on  Thursday.  One  of  the  girls, 
Frances  Dale,  was  elected  to  the  office  of  the  Sisterhood 
State  Vice-Presidency.  Twelve  of  our  young  folks  wei'e 
graduates  this  Spring.  Three  from  High  School,  and  nine 
from  the  eighth  grade.  Four  different  schools  were  rep- 
resented. A  party  was  given  honoring  the  graduates  by  a 
number  of  the  church  ladies.  A  red  rose  was  also  given 
each  during  the  opening  exercise  of  Sunday  School. 

Our  average  Sunday  School  attendance  for  the  first  six 
months  of  1953  was  145,  compared  with  142  for  the  same 
period  last  year.  On  June  14th,  the  Daily  Vacation  Bible 
School  px'ogram  was  given.  The  theme  was  "The  Corona.- 
tion  of  the  King."  The  highest  attendance  for  any  one 
day  was  77  children,  wdth  an  average  of  11  helping  with 
the  teaching  of  the  children. 

The  Laymen  and  their  families  had  a  picnic  supper, 
July  9th,  at  Muessel  Pai'k,  in  South  Bend,  Thursday  eve- 
ning of  each  week  is  "calling  night,"  and  we  pray  some 
good  seed  is  being  sowti.  Wednesday  evening  is  our 
prayermeeting  and  Bible  Study.  We  are  extremely  grate- 
ful to  those  who  are  faithful,  especially  our  young  folks. 
Many  times  they  outnumber  the   older  Brethren. 

The  church  was  presented  a  new  power  lawn  mower  by 
the  Young  Married  Peoples'  Class,  taught  by  Mrs.  Ray 
Shidler.  Remember  our  Ardmore  Church  in  prayer. 

Mrs.  Marshall  Harman,  Cor.  Sec. 

<.>oo<i><iK>o<i>ooooo<i><>o<rK>ooo<i><i><i>o<i><i^^ 

^       "OPIN/ON"       * 

H.  A.  Gossard 

SPIRITUAL  HUNGER 

TT  IS  NOT  UNPLEASANT  to  be  hungry  and  know  there 
is  food  and  a  welcome  to  dine  but  I  know  from  expe- 
rience, and  have  been  told  by  others,  that  being  hungry 
and  no  food  in  prospect,  is  a  condition  easier  described 
than  endured.  Freezing  to  death  is  not  exceeding  painful 
during  the  last  stage;  but  starving  to  death  is  exceeding 
painful  during  the  last  stage  because  at  that  point  one 
is  so  physically  weak  that  pain  is  proportionally  in- 
creased. 

The  percentage  of  starvation  according  to  the  popula- 
tion is  very  low  from  the  lack  of  material  food;  but  mil- 
lions die  from  the  lack  of  Spiritual  food  or  Righteous- 
ness;— not  because  it  cannot  be  had,  but  because  it  is  not 


wanted,  (iod  set  His  table;  the  Menu  is  found  in  HiK 
Word;  the  bill  of  fare  is  U>  "Hunger  and  ThirHt  after 
RightoousnesH  and  be  filled"  (Matthew  fj-.C).  One  cannot 
dine  at  this  Spiritual  P'east  except  he  or  Hhe  be  Hun(?ry 
and  ITiirsty;  and  if  so,  they  never  leave  the  table  dJBap- 
pointed;  but  completely  .satisfied;  for  God'H  Menu  ih  bal- 
anced to  meet  the  needs  of  the  Soul.  And  when  those 
needs  are  supplied,  which  are  Spiritual,  the  nee<l«  re- 
quired for  the  physical  are  also  guaranteed;  so,  what 
more  should  be  expected?  It  is  a  problem  to  me  how  peo- 
ple refuse  the  "Bread  of  Life"  when  all  required  is  that 
they  "Hunger  and  Thirst  for  it." 

In  the  beginning  God  set  His  table  and  pointed  to  that 
which  was  good  for  food  and  to  that  which  was  not  to  be 
eaten.  That  forbidden  looked  better  than  that  allowed- 
Then  the  Chef,  Satan,  came  upon  the  scene  when  physical 
hunger  was  tempting,  and  said  He  that  planted  that  or- 
chard is  a  liar,  for  He  knows  the  fruit  He  denies  you  is 
better  than  that  He  allows;  so  take  and  eat  of  the  fruit 
of  that  tree  He  forbids  you  to  eat  of;  it  is  better  for 
you,  and  will  make  you  as  wise  or  wiser  than  He  who 
made  the  tree  and  planted  it. 

They  took  of  the  fruit  and  ate,  and  learned  later,  -,oo 
late,  that  the  Chef,  Satan,  was  not  only  a  liar,  but  a  de- 
ceiver. Then  and  there  he  began  his  Kingdom,  and  it  has 
flourished  to  this  day,  simply  because  people  allow  him 
to  deceive  them  and  to  direct  them  to  refuse  God's  pro- 
vision, "Righteousness";  and  starv^e  and  thirst  in  the 
midst  of  plenty. 

Let  us  resist  the  devil,  and  take  God's  orders,  and  His 
Provisions  and  set  them  before  a  Spiritually  Starring 
World.  Then,  in  a  sense,  like  Satan,  commune  \\ith  the 
starving  and  beg  them  to  satisfy  their  hunger  and  thirst 
by  partaking  of  the  Righteousness  of  God  through 
Christ.  Then  you  vdll  have  conquered  the  biggest  liar  and 
the  worst  tyrant  the  World  has  ever  known.  The  losing 
step  is  when  many  people  act  in  the  reverse: — They  seek 
everything  but  God's  Kingdom  "first";  then  those  things 
needed  besides  God's  Righteousness  is  not  added  unto 
them.  Matthew  6:33,  "Seek  ye  'first'  the  Kingdom  of  God 
and  His  Righteousness,  and  the  material  things  needed 
will  be  added  unto  you,"  said  Jesus.  Note  Jesus'  words 
in  His  Sermon  on  the  mount,  Matthew  5:6,  "Blessed  are 
they  which  do  Hunger  and  Thirst  after  Righteousness; 
for  they  shall  be  filled." 

There  is  no  Stan^ation  or  Thirst  to  those  who  accept 
God's  Menu,  and  eat  and  drink  at  His  table.  So,  come, 
hungry  and  thirsty,  eat,  drink  and  live  on  the  Bread  and 
Water  of  Life  that  God  provides  for  those  Spiritually 
hungry  and  thirsty.  Without  money  and  without  price. 
The  only  fare  is  Service  you  can  give  after  having  been 
strengthened  by  Spiritual  Feasting. 


MISSIONARIES'  ITINERARIES 


SHANK'S  ITINERARY 

Aug.         2 — Masontown,  Pennsylvania 
Aug.     4,    5 — Jones  Mills,  Pennsylvania 
Aug.     6,    7 — Cumberland,  Maryland 
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HOW  TO  ORGANIZE  AND  CONDUCT  A 
SUCCESSFUL  BIBLE  CLASS.  By  Guy  P. 
Leavltt.  Explains  why  and  how  to  do  it.  Dis- 
cusses the  oflficers,  their  qualifications  and 
duties,  the  program,  attendance,  classroom, 
and    equipment.     No.    2930.     Price,    each.    30c, 

THE  WORKERS'  CONFERENCE.    By  Guy  P 

Leavltt.  Outlines  the  conference  purpose,  how 
it  should  be  set  up,  monthly  and  yearly  pro- 
grams, successful  conducting,  how  lo  promote 
attendance,   etc.     No.   2925.     Price,    30c. 

HOW  TO  BUILD  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  AT- 
TENDANCE. By  Guy  P.  Leavitt.  Ideas  for 
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Foreword 

DR.  C.  F.  YODER,  pioneer  missionary  of  the  Brethren 
Church  to  Argemtina,  has  faithfully  and  effectively  set 
forth  in  the  pages  of  this  book,  a  life-time  of  thinking  and 
study  of  the  Holy  scriptures  as  they  relate  to  our  Christian 
faith. 

This  book  is  not  a  defense  of  the  Brethren  Church — 
rather  it  is  a  defense  of  the  great  fundamental  facts  of 
Apostolic  Christianity  in  a  day  and  age  when  churchmen 
and  "seekers  after  righteousness"  are  turning,  or  are  being 
turned  to  false  doctrines. 

It  is  a  fortunate  coincidence,  though,  and  we  can  be 
proud  of  the  fact  that  in  the  Brethren  Church  we  find  the 
beliefs  and  practices  of  Apostolic  Christianity  as  outlined 
by  Dr.  Yoder. 

That  all  seekers  after  righteousness,  that  all  Christians, 
that  all  Brethren,  might  find  answers  to  the  perplexing 
problems  of  Christian  practice,  we  proudly  ascribe  our 
name  to  this  Foreword.  We  assure  the  reader  that  answers 
to  problems  and  the  defense  of  The  Faith  of  the  Gospel 
ai*e  to  be  found  herein,  for  those  who  seek  to  know  the 
truth  and  who  desire  to  abide  therein. 

That  souls  might  be  spiritually  sti'engtliened — that  the 
gospel  message  might  be  sped  in  its  world-wide  mission — 
that  Christ  might  be  glorified — we  present,  "The  Faith  of 
the  Gospel." 


Ashland,  Ohio 
August  1953 

Available  at  Conference  Time 


W.  St.  Clair  Benshoff 
Editor  of  Publications 
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items  of  general  Interest 


BETHLEHEM,  VIRGINIA.  A  special  commemoration, 
in  honor  of  the  Pastor,  Brother  John  F.  Locke,  who  has 
completed  twenty-five  years  as  Pastor  of  the  Bethlehem 
Brethren  church,  was  held  on  June  28th. 

ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  The  Laymen's  picnic,  which 
included  their  families,  was  held  on  July  9th,  in  the  Wil- 
liamsport  Community  Park,  with  an  attendance  of  more 
than  55.  A  very  fine  time  of  Christian  fellowship  is  re- 
ported. 

For  the  Building  Fund,  the  Sunday  School  offering  on 
July  12th,  amounted  to  $131. 2L  Improvement  activities, 
at  present,  include  completing  the  cistern  and  the  erec- 
tion of  hand  rails  for  the  front  entrance  of  the  base- 
ment. 

Brother  Freeman  Ankrum  reports  on  the  condition  of 
Brother  Dyoll  Belote,  Pastor  of  the  Linwood,  Maryland, 
Brethren  church.  Brother  Ankrum  says  that  Brother  Be- 
lote was  up  and  around  "on  his  own  power,"  expecting  to 
be  discharged  from  the  hospital  on  July  24th.  He  expected 
to  attend  the  service  in  the  Linwood  church  on  July  2Gth 
and  to  be  back  in  the  pulpit  by  October  1st. 

BERLIN,  PENNA.  Thursday,  July  16th,  the  Laymen 
held  their  picnic  in  the  Berlin  community  grove.  In  addi- 
tion to  their  families,  they  were  special  hosts  to  the  Jun- 
ior and  Senior  Woman's  Missionary  Societies. 

The  Sunday  morning  service  on  August  10th  will  bo 
in  charge  of  the  Sisterhood  girls. 


JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.,  SECOND  BRETHREN 
Brother  Bruce  C.  Shanholtz  reports  that  the  Moxhan 
Union  Sunday  evening  church  service  held  in  the  Seconc 
church  on  July  5th  was  well  attended. 

The  Second  church  is  considering  the  purchase  of  ci 
parsonage,  Committees  now  being  at  work  on  this  matter. 

JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  THIRD  BRETHREN.  From 
Brother  E.  M.  Riddle,  we  learn  that  the  Third  Church, 
on  July  13th,  let  the  contract  for  the  redecoration  of  the 
church  interior. 

JONES  MILLS,  PENNA.  During  the  Pastor's  absence, 
on  August  2nd,  the  message  was  brought  by  Brother 
George  Gearhart,  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  Penna. 

Brother  Elmer  M.  Keck  is  spending  his  vacation  trav- 
eling through  the  Mid- west,  showing  his  colored  slides 
of  the  Bi-ethi-en  Mission  Work  at  Lost  Creek,  Kentucky. 

PITTSBURGH,  PENNA.  The  Pastor,  Brother  Ralph 
Mills,  was  guest  speaker  on  Sunday,  July  19th,  in  the 
Wayne  Heights   Brethren  Church,  Waynesboro,  Penna. 

MASONTOWN,  PENNA.  Brother  William  Keeling  is 
placing  the  emphasis  on  regular  church  attendance  by 
announcing  the  fact  that  there  were  "twelve  fine  people"  I 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


ITINERARY  OF  THE 
AMBASSADOR'S  QUARTET 

Quartet    Personnel:    Charles    Huff,    Ronald   Ritchey,    Wil- 
liam Curtis,  Glenn  Grumbling 

BERLIN — Sunday  morning,  August  9th. 
MEYERSDALE— Sunday  evening,  August  9th. 
CUMBERLAND— Monday  evening,  August  10th. 
JONES   MILLS— Tuesday  evening,  August  11th. 
MT.   PLEASANT— Wednesday  evening,  August  12th. 
RAYSTOWN— Thursday  evening,  August  13th. 
MASONTOWN— Friday  evening,  August  .14th. 
HIGHLAND — Sunday  morning,  August  16th. 
CAMERON— Sunday  evening,  August  16th. 
AKRON — Sunday  evening,  August  23rd. 
VINCO — Monday  evening,  August  24th. 
SERGEANTSVILLE— Wednesday  evening,  August  26th. 
GEORGETOWN— Thursday  evening,  August  27th. 
WASHINGTON— Friday  evening,  August  28th. 
HAGERSTOWN— Sunday   morning,   August  30th. 
WAYNESBORO— Sunday  evening,  Au^st  30th. 
ST.  JAMES— Monday  evening,  August  31st. 
ST.   LUKE — Thursday  evening,  September  3rd. 
MATIIIAS— Tuesday   evening,   September   8th. 
OAK   HILL — Thursday  evening,   September  10th. 
TERRA  ALTA— Friday  evening,  Septsmber  11th. 
LOST    CREEK— Satui-day-Monday,   September   12th-14th. 

(Dates  for  other  churches  in  the  Southeastern  District 
yet  to  be  confirmed.) 
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RECENTLY,  THE  NEWS  was  flashed  to  the  world 
that  a  Stratojet  bomber  had  traveled  from  the 
United  States  to  England  in  just  4  hours  and  45  minutes. 
In  this  feat,  the  pilot  managed  to  clip  37  minutes  off 
the  previous  U.  S.  to  England  record. 

We  moderns  are  becoming  accustomed  to  news  of  such 
speeds.  There  was  no  special  celebration,  nor  even  much 
discussion  about  it.  It  was  just  another  record  in  man's 
effort  to  conquer  distance.  Such  was  not  always  the  case. 
We  well  remember  the  great  acclaim  which  came  to  a 
young  man  by  the  name  of  Lindbergh  just  a  generation 
ago  when  he  completed  a  flight  from  the  United  States 
to  France.  Immediately,  he  was  accoi'ded  world  wide 
fame,  and  his  name  was  on  the  tongue  of  every  person 
within  range  of  newspapers  and  other  news  sources.  He 
had  "really  done  something!"  We  doubt  seriously  if  any 
reader  of  these  lines  can  recall  the  name  of  the  jet  pilot 
who  set  the  new  record. 

We  are  presenting  this  contrast  of  a  few  years  to  il- 
lustrate the  fact  that  in  a  generation  our  speed  had 
changed.  What  was  once  "something  new,"  is  now  com- 
monplace. What  was  once  an  age  of  "normal  speed,"  has 
now  become  an  era  of  terrific  racing.  This  change  has  not 
only  affected  the  speed  of  planes,  it  has  also  affected 
the  normal  pace  of  our  living.  None  of  us  travel  at  the 
same  speed  of  a  generation  ago.  Not  only  in  our  motor 
cars,  is  this  true,  but  in  every  phase  of  daily  living. 

Thus,  there  comes  to  us  that  thought  that  we  must 
keep  pace  with  the  changing  temperaments  of  life — in 
our  church  work,  we  mean.  We  are  now' on  the  eve  of  our 
General  Conference.  This  will  be  our  65th.  It  would  be 
interesting  if  we  could  review  excerpts  from  each  of  the 
previous  conferences  to  see  how  things  were  done;  to  see 
the  out-look,  the  plans,  the  visions,  the  works  of  these 
Brethi'en  of  years  past. 

However,  let  us  concern  ourselves  with  the  present  and 
the  future.  Definitely,  this  is  a  different  age  in  which  we 


live.   People   I'eact   differently   to   different   things.   What 
once  commanded  attention,  now  is  passed  without  notice. 

So,  what  about  our  plans,  our  visions,  our  works,  this 
year?  Will  General  Conference  bring  about  a  program  of 
church  advancement  geared  to  the  times?  Will  we  see 
plans  to  meet  the  needs  of  a  super-sonic  world  in  a  spir- 
itual sense  ?  Will  Conference  help  our  leaders  to  gear 
their  plans  to  the  modern  world  ? 

There  is  no  substitute  for  the  Gospel.  A  man's  soul  at 
a  thousand  miles  an  hour  can  be  saved  only  in  the  same 
way  as  one  going  one  mile  an  hour.  The  glorious,  saving 
Gospel  of  our  Lord  must  be  proclaimed  as  faithfully  to- 
day as  in  the  days  of  the  past.  The  mission  of  the  church 
is  still  the  evangelization  of  the  world.  If  we  are  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  world  today,  it  will  be  through  a  gear- 
ing of  our  plans  to  today's  speed.  Bear  in  mind,  that  the 
Gospel  does  not  change.  Man  is  a  sinner,  and  needs 
Christ  to  redeem  his  soul.  At  the  speed  we  travel  toda\", 
we  often  do  not  have  time,  or  do  we  take  the  time  to 
consider  the  needs  of  our  souls.  The  needs  are  there, 
nevertheless.   Wo  must   find  how  to  meet  them. 

The  question  we  raise  is,  "How  fast  are  we  going?" 
That  is,  in  this  modern  day,  are  we  as  a  church  traveling 
the  speed  of  men's  needs  ?  There  is  a  song  which  sug- 
gests, "Send  the  light  I"  And  we  could  change  that  to  say, 
"Speed  the  light!"  Truly  this  is  an  age  of  speed;  an  age 
in  which  men's  need  of  the  Saviour  is  just  as  great  as 
ever. 

It  is  our  prayer  that  General  Conference  will  be  spir- 
itually enlightened  as  to  the  needs  of  men  today,  and  will 
gear  the  coming  year's  plans  to  the  meeting  of  these 
needs.  For  if  we  do  not,  there  is  a  likelihood  that  we 
might  be  left  behind  in  this  business  of  witnessing  for 
Christ. 

The  Brethren  Church  can  render  a  great  service  to  our 
Loi'd  and  Master,  and  can  likewise  reach  many  thousands 
with  the  Gospel  by  keeping  in  mind  that  we  have  a 
changeless  Gospel  in  a  fast  changing  world. — W.  S.  B. 
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THKRE  WAS  AX  ABNORMAL  ACTIVITY  in  the 
Spring  of  1853  in  the  Eastern  section  of  Frederick 
County,  Maryland,  as  the  Brethren  prepared  to  entertain 
the  Yearly  Meeting  or  Annual  Conference.  The  location 
was  the  Beaver  Dam  Church,  between  Johnsville  and 
Union  Bridge.  This  at  that  time  was  one  of  the  largest 
congregations  in  the  East.  The  Church  today  is  hard  by 
the  improved  road  not  far  from  the  village  of  Johnsville. 
Tliere  are  two  churches  on  the  site  which  speak  of  tiag- 
edy  and  unfortunate  division,  of  seventy-three  years  ago 
in  1880.  This  requires  a  treatment  by  itself,  unless  better 
forgotten.  The  location  of  the  site  of  the  Conference  of 
one  hundred  years  ago,  was  in  a  very  beautiful  section 
of  Maryland,  whei-e  on  every  side  the  eye  finds  pleasure 
in  the  vistas  unrolled  before  it.  Today  the  two  churches 
.^tand  in  the  same  yard,  as  has  happened  so  many  times 
where  differences  of  opinion  have  arisen.  Adjoining  on 
the  East  is  the  large  cemetery.  There  is  peace  beneath 
the  surface  among  those  who  at  times  found  no  peace  in 
their  disagreements  while  alive.  The  wooded  background, 
and  the  rolling  faitn  land  makes  this  place  well  worth 
visiting.  It  is  only  a  few  hundred  yards  from  the  winding 
concrete  road  number  75  leading  from  Libertytown, 
through  Johnsville  to  Union  Bridge. 

When  the  Brethren  gathered  at  Turkey  Creek,  Elk- 
hart County,  Indiana,  in  1852,  they  considered  two  loca- 
tions for  1853.  One  was  in  Huntingdon  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania, at  or  rather  in  the  Aughwick  Congregation.  The 
other  wa«  Beaver  Dam,  as  this  congregation  in  Maryland 
was  and  is  still  called.  Travel  was  exceedingly  difficult 
one  hundred  years  ago.  There  was  so  much  isolation  that 
the  Brethren  in  Illinois  were  called  the  Western  Brethren. 
The  Beaver  Dam,  Maryland,  Brethren  had  invited  the  An- 
nual Meeting  to  come  to  their  section  of  the  brotherhood 
previous  to  this.  So  it  was  decided  in  Indiana,  "That  our 
next  Annual  Meeting  should  bo,  God  willing  on  Pentecost, 
1853,  with  our  beloved  brethren  in  Beaver  Dam  church, 
Maryland,  and  in  as  much  as  it  has  been  granted  our 
Western  brethren  to  have  the  Yearly  Meeting  every  sec- 
ond year,  it  wag  agreed,  that  if  they  do  not  make  a  re- 
quest, particularly  urging,  our  dear  Aughwick  brethren 
shall  have  first  claim  for  the  Yearly  Meeting  in  1854." 

The  Brethren  did  not  wait  until  the  last  minute  to 
smooth  the  way  for  those  desiring  to  attend,  but  imme- 


diately gave  names  of  the  Brethren  in  Maryland  tc 
whom  they  should  write.  The  leaders  of  the  Beaver  Dan- 
Church  to  be  contacted  were,  Jacob  Sayler  or  Isaa( 
Pfoutz,  Johnsville,  Frederick  County,  Maryland,  or  Dan- 
iel P.  Sayler,  Middleburg,  Carroll  County,  Maryland.  Ai 
that  time  there  was  a  Post  Office  at  Johnsville.  Brethrer 
coming  from  a  distance  were  to  come  to  Monrovia,  Fred- 
erick County,  Maryland,  by  Railway  which  was  the  near- 
est place  the  trains  stopped.  Here  they  would  be  met  bj. 
a  brother  and  there  would  be  a  conveyance  at  the  depol 
to  bring  the  brethren  to  the  place  of  the  meeting.  OJ 
course  many  of  the  brethren  from  Pennsylvania,  Virginie 
and  West  Virginia,  and  perhaps  some  as  far  west  as  Ohic 
came  by  their  own  conveyance  which  was  naturally  the 
backs  of  their  favorite  riding  horses.  Ofttimes  the  womer 
rode  along  side  by  side  with  their  husbands  on  the  long 
trips  to  the  Annual  Meeting.  It  is  likely  that  Elder  Klint 
of  Broadway,  Virginia,  was  one  who  tied  his  horse  to  the 
common  hitching  rack  by  the  church  or  under  some  leafj 
tree.  He  was  present  at  that  meeting. 

The  usual  preparation  was  made  long  before  the  date 
of  the  meeting  that  spring  of  1853.  .Beeves  had  to  be  se- 
cured. Men  to  prepare  them  for  the  large  number  present 
apple  butter,  bread  baked  by  the  local  sisters  in  theii 
dome  shaped  bake  ovens,  hay  and  corn  for  the  horses  wit! 
feed  boxes  and  mangers  for  hay.  Poles  were  plentiful  anc 
a  man  and  an  ax  would  soon  be  able  to  prepare  spacei 
for  many  of  the  animals  of  the  brethren.  Nails  were  none 
too  plentiful  but  enough  wrought  iron  nails  would  be 
spared  to  nail  up  the  poles.  These  could  be  carefulljl 
drawn  following  the  close  of  the  meeting  and  used  else- 
where. 

When  the  Conference  was  held,  Beaver  Dam  was  in  its 
greatest  strength,  and  just  two  years  later  had  a  mem- 
bership of  400  members  living  within  the  bounds  of  the 
congregation. 

Beaver  Dam  was  a  contemporary  with  Pipe  Creel^ 
over  the  ridge  Eastward  in  Carroll  County.  Whether  Pipt 
Creek  included  all  the  churches  on  this  section  of  Mary- 
land needs  no  discussion  now.  However  there  are  those 
who  have  thought  that  it  at  one  time  did  cover  this  ter- 
ritory. We  do  know  that  there  were  five  brethren  centers 
in  Maryland  before  George  Washington  became  Presiden- 
in   J 789.  These  Colonial  groups  were:  Pipe  Creek,  Balti- 
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more,  Beaver  Dam  and  Israel  Creek,  Middlotown  Valley 
and  Antietam.  ITac  first  four  mentioned  were  East  of 
the  Blue  Ridge  mountains.  One  Historian,  Morgan  I'ld- 
wards,  states  that  there  were  seventy  churches  in  JVIary- 
land  in  1770.  It  was  also  stated  that  Daniel  Leatherman 
had  the  oversight  of  these  seven  churches  and  that  all 
matters  of  importance  were  referred  to  him  for  his  opin- 
i(ia  and  judgment.  The  first  Annual  Meeting  minutes  of 
record  were  made  at  Pipe  Creek  in  1778,  and  there  is  a 
likelihood  that  this  church  and  the  Beaver  Dam  were 
both  separate  in  identity. 

The  work  at  Beaver  Dam  started  soon  after  17(J2 
when  Jacob  Danner  began  his  career  on  Israel  Creek, 
Frederick  County.  Ten  years  later,  Daniel  Siler  moved 
into  this  same  section,  adding  strength  to  Danner.  Daniel 
Siler  had  come  down  from  Pennsylvania  to  Maryland. 
His  home  had  been  near  Conestoga,  and  here  he  had  been 
baptized  by  Michael  Pfoutz  in  1752.  A  Church  was  soon 
built  at  Beaver  D,am.  Siler  succeeded  Danner  as  Elder 
and  held  the  office  as  long  as  he  lived.  At  his  death  he 
was  succeeded  by  his  son  Daniel. 

When  John  Garber  and  Jacob  Sayler  built  their  houses 
they  built  them  so  the  large  down  stairs  had  folding  par- 
titions which  could  be  removed  for  meetings  and  love 
feasts.  This  custom  was  also  followed  by  the  brethren 
in  Pennsylvania  ,and  in  Virginia  near  Flat  Rock  in  the 
Shenandoah  Valley.  There  has  been  a  record  preserved 
of  a  communion  service  held  in  the  house  of  one  John 
Pfoutz  when  thirteen  took  part.  He  had  come  to  the 
.Beaver  Dam  section  from  Lititz,  Pennsylvania- 
Historian  J.  M.  Henry  of  Bridgewater,  Virginia,  states, 
"No  account  has  been  found  about  the  date  of  building 
the  first  meeting  house  at  Beaver  Dam.  It  was  probably 
.a  log  bodied  structure  built  before  1790  and  used  for 
nearly  thirty-eight  years,  then  replaced  by  a  large  stone 
meeting  house.  The  record  said  that  the  members  showed 
great  eagerness  to  build  the  big  church.  We  are  told 
that  John  Pfoutz  got  up  at  one  o'clock  in  the  morning 
on  the  day  set  to  begin  hauling  stone;  and  that  Abram 
Grabill  stuck  the  first  spade  at  dawn  for  the  foundation. 

The  large  stone  church  was  built  about  1828  during 
the  aggressive  eldership  of  John  Garber. 

Beaver  Dam  w,as  under  strong  leadership  in  Elders; 
Jacob  Danner,  Daniel  Siler,  John  Garber,  Jacob  Sayler, 
Isaac  Pfoutz,  then  the  famous  Daniel  P.  Sayler,  all  serv- 
ing in  order  from  1762  until  1855  wheij  Beaver  Dam  was 
divided  into  three  congregations. 

By  the  year  1855,  D.  P.  Sayler  had  with  the  aid  of  his 
faithful  workers  built  up  one  of  the  strongest  and 
largest  congregations  to  be  found  anywhere  in  the  broth- 
erhood. It  may  be  said  in  this  connection  that  there  is  an 
aged  daughter  of  Elder  D.  P.  Sayler  living  in  Waynes- 
boro, Pennsylvania.  However  she  was  very  young  at  the 
time  of  his  death  and  remembers  very  little  about  him. 

Two  churches  stand  today  at  Beaver  Dam,  one  the  Old 
Order  German  Baptist  and  the  other  the  Brethren  or 
commonly  called  The  Church  of  the  .Brethren.  The 
younger  of  the  churches  was  built  in  1882  and  has  been 
called  "the  new  brick  church." 

As  the  Brethren  gathered  at  Beaver  Dam  one  hundred 
years  ago  there  was  a  great  National  stirring  with  the 
frontier  extending  farther  and  farther  west.   The   rumb- 


C'l  his  article  by  Hrothcr  Ankrurn,  lh<;  1  Jtli  in  a  huru-n 
on  lircthren  Church  History,  in  very  tim«;ly,  inahmuch  an 
we  are  on,  the  eve  of  the  19.').'}  Gen<?ral  (jmfcn-nu;  of  th<- 
Brethren  Church  .  "It  wa«  written  with  that  in  mind," 
says  Brother  Ankrum. — W.  .S.  B.; 


ling  of  stage  coaches  passing  through  Fredeiuck  and  New 
Market  a  few  miles  to  the  South,  and  the  lumbering  Con- 
estoga vv,agons  with  their  belled  horses  and  hea%y  load.s 
wore  ruts  in  the  National  Road  which  had  been  built  as 
they  thought  to  last  for  years.  Steam  was  rapidly  being 
developed  and  was  encroaching  upon  the  horse  drawn 
equipment.  This  was  looked  upon  with  disfavor  by  the 
Stage  Coach  drivers  who  were  the  anstocracy  of  the  roll- 
ing road.  Problems  were  inserting  themselves  into  the 
ranks  of  the  brethren.  There  were  46  articles  or  queries 
thought  serious  enough  to  be  brought  before  the  assem- 
bled Brethren  rather  than  try  to  thresh  them  out  in 
Committee.  While  they  were  to  them,  a  century  ago  very 
great  and  important,  as  we  look  back  from  this  age  some 
of  them  we  find  have  been  minimized  by  the  passing  of 
time. 

The  space  of  this  article  will  permit  of  only  a  cross 
section  which  will  give  some  idea  as  to  what  faced  our 
early  church  fathers  in  establishing  the  work  in  this 
land.  Mistakes,  they  certainly  made,  but  they  were  plac- 
ing the  welfare  of  their  beloved  church  above  even  their 
own  pleasure  and  convenience.  What  they  believed  they 
stood  for  without  fear  or  favor. 

During  this  time  there  sprung  up  in  different  sections 
of  the  brotherhood  periodicals  wliich  presented  the  \iew 
of  the  owner  or  Editor  rather  than  the  view  point  of  a 
large  cross  section  of  the  church.  This  brought  its  trou- 
bles and  headaches.  A  query  of  the  year  before  had 
been  carried  over  regarding  one  of  them,  "The  Gospel 
Visitor." 

After  due  consideration  they  came  to  the  following 
conclusion,  "Inasmuch  as  the  'Visitor'  is  a  private  under- 
taking of  its  editor,  we  unanimously  conclude  that  this 
meeting  should  not  any  further  interfere  ■with  it."  The 
growth  and  life  history  of  this  publication  down  on  to 
the  changes  of  the  present  day  vindicate  the  ^^-isdom  of 
the  decision. 

In  those  days  when  the  liquor  jug  was  a  part  of  near- 
ly every  household  and  especially  in  the  harvest  field  as 
men  labored  from  early  to  late,  and  was  offei^ed  to  vis- 
itors as  part  of  the  hospitality  of  the  home,  it  brought 
trouble  even  as  today.  At  their  public  sales  it  was  the 
custom  to  use  liquor,  perhaps  as  a  drawing  cai"d  for 
prospective  customers.  The  matter  was  discussed  in  the 
Beaver  Dam  Meeting.  The  answer  was  what  we  would 
expect  even  of  a  Brethren  Conference  today.  "Consid- 
ered as  wrong,  that  it  should  not  be  so  at  all,  nor  at 
any  other  gathering."  The  brethren  looked  upon  it  how- 
ever as  a  medicine  and  stated  that  it  should  not  be  taken 
in  public  "when  in  perfect  health.  We  are  of  the  opin- 
ion that  it  has  the  appearance  of  evil,  and  should  not  be 
indulged  in,  or  partaken  of  at  all.  as  a  beverage." 

However  the  darkest  and  most  difficult  cloud  to  be  met 
was  that  of  slavery  which  hung  like  a  swoi-d  of  Damocles 
over  the  head  of  the  brethi-en  and  liberty  loving  Individ- 


PAGE  SIX 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGKLfSl 


uais  of  the  Nation.  The  state  laws  varied  and  tlie  i)rol>- 
lejn  was  brought  to  the  Meeting.  In  tiiis  County,  and  in 
the  County  Seat  of  Fi-edorick  lived  Roger  l^ook  Taney,  a 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Inited  States  Supreme  Court  who 
wrote  the  Dred  Scott  decision  in  1857,  just  four  years 
following  this  Confei-ence.  This  divided  the  land  as  noth- 
ing else  had  done  up  to  that  time.  Today  in  his  old  home 
in  Kix?deriok  may  be  seen  the  desk  upon  which  this  fate- 
ful decision  was  written  which  did  so  much  to  precipi- 
tate the  Civil  War.  In  effect  the  decision  was  that  the 
negro  was  not  a  citizen  therefore  had  no  right  in  a 
Court  of  Law.  The  church  desired  to  keep  clear  of  the 
evils  of  slavery  and  desired  that  such  persons  "come  into 
Christ's  Kingdom."  The  questions  involved  were  consid- 
ered too  important  to  be  discussed  upon  the  Conference 
floor  so  a  committee  was  appointed  consisting  of  eight 
brethren  to  consider  the  matter  and  report  as  soon  as 
possible.  The  members  of  the  committee  were  Joseph 
Arnold  and  Benjamin  Moomaw  of  Virginia,  John  Um- 
stad,  Sam  Lehman,  Isaac  Price,  a  David  Bosserman  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Daniel  P.  Sayler  and  Henry  Koons,  of 
Maryland.  It  may  be  said  that  the  Brethren  were  un- 
sympathetic to  slavery  in  every  form. 

Even  as  today,  there  arose  a  squabble  in  a  church  in 
Williams  County,  Ohio.  They  sent  to  the  .Beaver  Dam 
.Meeting  for  a  committee  to  solve  their  troubles,  and  set- 
tle the  difficulties  among  the  leading  members  of  the 
church.  A  committee  consisting  of  the  following  brethren 
was  appointed;  Jacob  Miller,  of  Portage,  Indiana;  Abram 
Miller,  of  Allen,  Ohio;  John  P.  Ebersole,  of  Seneca,  Ohio, 
and  Elias  Dickey,  of  Ashland,  Ohio. 

There  came  among  the  brethren  those  who  denied  the 
Bible,  such  as  "there  was  no  Devil  and  that  it  was  not  a 
serpent  that  beguiled  Eve,  that  it  was  only  the  lust  that 
tempted  her  and  every  one."  They  made  short  shift  of 
teachei-s  such  as  that. 

When  stills  were  common,  the  question  came  up 
"whether  it  is  allowed  for  brethren  to  distill  fruit,  or  get 
it  distilled,  and  sell  the  liquor?"  The  answer  was  "We 
say,  Xo,  not  at  all." 

Our  brethren  forefathers  looked  with  considerable  dis- 
favor upon  the  matter  of  higher  education.  The  question 
was  brought  up  as  to  whether  "it  was  right  for  a  brother 
to  go  to  college  or  teach  the  same."  After  contempla- 
tion of  this  query  they  came  to  the  following  conclu- 
sion, "Considered,  that  we  should  deem  colleges  a  very 
unsafe  place  for  a  simple  follower  of  Christ,  in  as  much 
as  they  are  calculated  to  lead  us  astray  from  the  faith 
and  obedience  to  the  gospel."  Who  can  say  in  this  day 
that  they  have  always  been  wrong  in  their  conclusion  ? 
They  frowned  upon  taking  exhibits  to  and  attending 
County  fairs.  The  matter  of  drinking  intoxicants  .seemed 
to  play  an  important  part  in  the  discussions,  for  instance, 
"Is  a  church  justifiable  in  expelling  a  member  for  drunk- 
enness, so  long  as  mfmbers  generally  continue  the  cus- 
tom whereby  men  are  made  drunkards?" 

The  an.swer  was,  "Con.sifiercd,  as  di-unkenness  comes 
directly  from  moderate  drinking,  therefore  every  church 
should  keep  the  advice  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  to  use  no 
intoxicating  drinks  as  a  beverage,  and  then  they  can  con- 
sistently disowTi  the  brother." 

It  seems  that  another  Ohio  church  had  found  it  diffi- 
cult or  impossible  to  solve  its  differences  so  a  commit- 


tee was  asked  to  come  to  the  Jonathan  Creek  Church  ir 
Ohio.  This  church  was  in  Muskingum  County,  southwest 
of  Zanesville.  A  committee  was  appointed  and  when  the 
Heaver  Dam  meeting  adjourned,  went  to  the  scene  of  the 
Ohio  trouble. 

As  the  meeting  came  to  a  close  the  matter  of  the  loca- 
tion of  the  gathering  for  1854  was  on  the  agenda.  The 
invitation  from  the  brethren  in  Ashland  County,  Ohio 
was  accepted  for  the  1854  Annual  Meeting.  "It  was, 
therefore,  concluded,  that  the  Yearly  Meeting,  on  Pen- 
tecost, 1854,  is  to  take  place,  God  willing,  with  our  be- 
loved brethren  in  Ashland  County,  Ohio,  and  if  the  re- 
quest be  repeated,  the  year  after  next  with  our  loving 
brethren  in  Aughwick,  Huntingdon  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania." 

As  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  next  year,  in  Ashland  County, 
it  was  stated  by  Bro.  Elias  Dicky,  "that  brethren  from 
the  East,  coming  by  railroad,  should  stop  at  Wooster, 
and  brethren  from  the  West,  at  Mansfield,  whence  the 
brethren  of  Ashland  will  make  arrangements  to  have 
them  conveyed  to  the  place  of  meeting.  Necessary  v^rit- 
ten  communications  will  be  attended  to,  by  addressing 
them  to  Elias  Dicky,  Ashland,  Ohio." 

After  all  united  in  prayer  and  praising  God  for  His 
assistance  granted  in  going  "through  the  labors  of  this 
Annual  Meeting,"  they  commended  themselves  to  His 
care  and  protection.  The  Committee  of  Elders  who  signed 
the  minutes  as  was  the  custom,  was  George  Hook,  Dan- 
iel Miller,  Elias  Dicky,  of  Ohio;  Benjamin  Bowman, 
David  Miller  of  Indiana;  Joseph  Emmert  of  Illinois; 
Benjamin  Bowman,  John  Kline  of  Virginia;  Christ  Longe- 
necker,  Peter  Long,  of  Pennsylvania;  Jacob  Leatherman, 
Jacob  Sayler  of  Maryland.  The  clerk  was  Henry  Kurtz 
who  stated  that  this  "was  a  true  record." 

One  hundred  years  have  passed  with  myi-iads  ofl 
changes,  in  the  Country,  the  Church  and  the  World,  since 
our  brethren  forefathers  met  in  the  rolling  hills  of  Mary- 
land. All  who  gathered  there  have  long  since  passed  from 
the  walks  of  life.  Many  of  their  decisions  have  stood  and 
been  vindicated.  Some  of  the  problems  were  too  close  to 
them  and  too  much  a  part  of  the  communities  in  which 
they  lived  for  proper  judgments. 

They  were  conscientious  and  stood  first  and  foremost 
upon    their    understanding    of    the    word    of    God.      Their 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


WITH  THE  LAYMEN 

SOUTHERN    INDIANA    DISTRICT    LAYMEN 
Please  Take  Note: 

The  regular  Quarterly  meeting  of  the  Southern  Indiana 
District  Laymen  will  be  held  at  the  Muncie  Brethren 
Church  on  Monday  evening,  August  10th.  Plea.se  notice: 
This  is  one  week  earlier  than  regular  time  because  of 
General  Conference.  Let's  keep  up  our  fine  record  of 
attendance. 

—Guy  V.  Purdy,  Sec. 
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Missionary    Department 


FROM  BOB  AND  BEA  BISCHOF 

Dear  Board  Members: 

As  a  missionary  under  your  employment,  I  feel  sure 
that  you  ,are  interested  in  the  work  which  is  being  done 
and  can  be  done  by  our  church  in  this  needy  field.  I  was 
just  looking  at  the  calendar  and  it  is  hard  to  believe 
that  it  will  soon  be  time  for  our  annual  conference. 

Veda,  Janet,  Bea,  and  I  all  send  our  greetings  to  you 
and  we  .are  praying  that  this  year's  conference  will  be  a 
great  one  for  our  church  and  most  of  all  in  the  eyes  of 
our  blessed  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  whom  we  all 
are  striving  to  serve  as  best  we  can.  Our  prayer  is  that 
the  Holy  Spirit  may  show  the  way  and  lead  in  the  way 
in  which  our  church  may  be  better  used  by  Him  for  the 
Lord's  glory. 

Into   Higi   Territory 

Let  me  take  some  space  to  write  regarding  a  recent 
four-day  trek  in±o  the  Higi  territory.  First,  I  should 
say  that  up  until  the  year  ,1951,  the  Higi  territory,  east 
of  the  Gulak  Uba  road,  was  closed  to  the  white  man; 
that  is,  with  the  exception  of  the  government  officials 
who  had  to  make  trips  into  it.  The  main  reason  for  this 
being  that  a  number  of  the  various  clans  were  feuding 
among  themselves.  In  1951,  the  bulk  of  this  territory 
was  opened  to  the  missionary  and  this  land  falls  into 
the  section  allotted  to  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  Mis- 
sion. However,  there  are  still  a  number  of  villages 
which  we  are  not  permitted  to  enter,  but  the  opinion  is 
that  the  entire  territory  will  be  open  within  a  few  years. 

Thursday  afternoon,  June  4t'h,  Mr.  Kulp  (the  field 
secretary),  Mr.  Bowman  (the  missionary  at  the  Gulak 
station),  and  I,  started  on  a  four-day  ti-ek  into  the  Higi 
land  with  the  purpose  in  mind  of  selecting  a  site  which 
might  be  suitable  for  a  station.  We  traveled  eastward  to 
Mitchika,  then  north  to  Moda.  At  Moda,  we  again  turned 
east  and  went  on  the  road  to  Sina  Komde. 

The  map  in  the  Mission  Board  office  does  not  show 
this  road,  but  you  can  put  in  the  ro,ad  if  you  will  draw 
a  line  from  Moda  through  the  villages  of  Humshi, 
Carta,  on  to  Sina  Komde.  We  spent  the  first  night  at 
Sina  Komde.  In  the  evening  we  talked  to  the  chief  and 
some  of  the  village  elders,  getting  from  them  the  names 
of  other  Higi  villages.  You  see  there  are  far  more  Higi 
villages  than  are  on  the  map. 

In  the  morning  a  service  was  held  at  Sina  Komde  and 
the  people  seemed  to  be  quite  pleased.  The  people  of 
Sina  want  a  teacher,  but  funds  are  lov^'  and  at  the  mo- 
ment there  is  no  one  available.  We  then  started  back 
westward  through  the  valley,  stopping  at  Garta  and 
Humshi.  At  both  places  the  people  were  greeted,  inquir- 
ies were  made  about  Higi  villages  and  compass  readings 
taken.  If  on  the  m,ap  you  will  put  a  dot  where  the  road 
between    Moda    and    Humshi    runs    just    a    little    west    of 


the  shaded  mountain  area  and  write  there  Shuwa,  thi8  is 
a  Higi  village  where  we  stopped  for  over  foui-  hours — 
well,  I  guess  it  was  about  six  hours. 

This  is  a  village  wheie  a  Class  in  f{eligiou.s  Instruction 
was  recently  opened  with  an  enrollment  of  more  than 
50.  Again  inquiries  were  made  about  Higi  villages,  com- 
pass readings  were  taken,  etc. 

The  land  east  of  the  Gulak-L'ba  road  is  in  the  form 
of  valleys.  For  the  most  part  these  valleys  run  east  and 
west.  The  village  of  Moda  sits  at  the  opening  of  two 
valleys,  and  below  Mitchika  there  are  at  least  three  such 
valleys.  The  problem  which  would  face  one  in  attempting 
to  set  up  a  station  here  would  be — How  can  one  place 
a  station  in  one  of  these  valleys  and  have  it  so  the 
greatest  majority  of  the  people  can  easily  be  reached 
and    so   that   they   in   turn   can   reach   the   station  ? 

While  we  were  at  Shuwa  one  of  the  Africans  said  that 
just  one  fourth  of  a  mile  east  is  a  valley  that  runs  north 
and  south  and  connects  the  two  valleys.  He  said  that  the 
distance  was  only  four  miles  from  Shuwa  through  this 
valley  to  a  large  Higi  village  over  in  the  other  valley. 
So  we  got  in  the  jeep  and  drove  through  this  north  and 
south  valley.  There  is  no  road,  and  the  jeep  just  fol- 
lowed the  foot  paths.  This  valley  is  by  no  means  level, 
but  does  connect  the  two  valleys.  We  drove  to  a  point 
whex-e  we  could  climb  a  knoll  and  sure  enough,  as  we 
looked  south  we  could  see  the  very  place  where  Mr. 
Grimley,  Mr.  Bieber,  Bea  and  I  had  eaten  lunch  on  our 
survey  in  the  next  valley  in  January. 

This  valley  would  connect  with  two  of  the  largest  pop- 
ulated valleys.  In  looking  for  a  site  in  this  area  a  num- 
ber of  things  would  have  to  be  taken  into  consideration: 

1.  The  station  should  be  close  enough  to  an  all-season 
road  so  that  the  missionary  could  always  get  in  and  out; 
2.  The  ground  should  be  good  in  order  to  have  space  for 
a  garden  and  orchard;  3.  The  water  supply  should  be 
good  all  the  year  around,  since  from  October  to  about 
the  middle  of  June  there  isn't  any  rain.  You  must  have 
a  continuous  water  supply  for  personal  consumption,  irri- 
gation, etc. 

We  selected  a  site  just  a  little  south  of  the  road  fi-om 
]\Ioda  to  Humshi,  about  where  you  wrote  Shuwa  on  the 
map.  It  is  about  a  half  mile  from  Shuwa  and  a  quarter 
mile  off  the  road.  The  ground  looks  veiy  good.  The 
water  supply  and  accessability  will  have  to  be  checked 
later.   A  plot   was   selected   and  marked   off  with   stones. 

In  August,  Bieber,  Bowman  and  I  will  go  there  again. 
This  will  be  in  the  height  of  the  rainy  season  and  we 
will  thue  be  able  to  see  how  it  would  be  to  build  a  I'oad 
to  the  site.  The  water  will  have  to  be  checked  into  at 
some  other  time.  If  we  feel  that  the  site  is  good,  appli- 
cation will  be  made  to  the  government.  Each  station  is 
allowed  an  area  of  five  acres  for  the  station,  including 
place  for  dispensary,  school,  church,  sevei-al  residences 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 
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HIGHLIGHTS  OF  THE  63RD  PENNSYLVANIA 
DISTRICT  CONFERENCE  OF  BRETHREN  CHURCHES 


The  t>3ixl  Conference  of  the  rennsylvania  District 
Brethren  chui-ches  was  opened  at  7:45  P.  M.,  Monday 
evening,  July  20th,  at  the  Vinco  Brethren  Clunrli,  with 
Mixlei-ator  Floyd  S.  Benshoff,  in  charge. 

A  total  of  103  lay,  and  16  niinii=terial  delegates,  and 
friends  of  the  conference,  enjoyed  this  time  of  spiritual 
refreshing  and  Christian  fellowship.  It  was  a  great  joy 
to  see  the  new  addition  of  Sunday  School  rooms  being 
added  to  the  Vinco  church,  and  a  beautiful  fellowship 
house  completed  just  in  time  for  conference. 

It  was  our  privilege  to  enjoy  some  very  fine  music  in 
the  way  of  solos,  duets,  choirs  and  quartets.  The  choirs 
wei-e  from  Berlin,  Highland  and  the  host  church.  The 
Vinco  Male  Quartet  rendered  several  fine  selections. 

The  inspirational  Bible  lectures  of  the  conference 
were  brought  by  Rev.  Clarence  S.  Fairbanks,  of  the 
Ashland  Park  Street  Brethren  church.  His  messages  were 
exceptionally  good,  and  brought  many  comments  from 
the  delegates. 

The  message  on  Monday  evening  was  brought  by  Vice 
Moderator  Rev.  Ralph  E.  Mills,  of  Pittsburgh.  He  chal- 
lenged us  to  a  greater  appreciation  of  our  church,  of 
our  Doctrines  and  of  Christ  our  Saviour,  who  gave  His 
all  for  u.':.  He  used  as  his  topic,  "I  Say  Unto  Thee, 
Arise." 

The  Moderator's  address  by  Floyd  Benshoff,  using  as 
his  theme,  "My  Church,"  was  a  challenge  to  us.  Each 
one  is  a  very  important  person  in  his  church,  as  he  is 
a  representative  for  Christ.  A  Christian  should  never  be 
off  duty.  He  urged  each  one  to  go  back  to  his  church 
and  do  a  "bang-up  job  for  Christ." 

Conference  voted  to  give  50c  per  member  for  the  mis- 
sion work  at  Wayne  Heights  and  Pleasant  View  (Van- 
dergrift." 

Rev.  Clayton  Berkshire  presented  the  work  of  the  Gen- 
eral Missionary  Board.  He  spoke  of  the  very  fine  reports 
received  from  our  missionaries  on  the  fields  of  service. 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Byler  were  present.  They  spoke  at 
the  W.  M.  S.  banquet  and  showed  pictures  at  one  of  the 
evening  services.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Glenn  Shank  were  there 
and  many  had  the  opportunity  of  meeting  them. 

Brethren  Youth  were  very  active  during  the  Confei- 
ence.  Thursday  evening  was  the  youth  banquet  with  Rev. 
Charles  Munson  as  the  speakei'.  The  Vinco  youth  were  on 
hand  with  a  refreshment  tent  to  help  with  their  "Blocks 
for  Kentucky"  project.  During  the  Conference  a  Brethren 
Youth  Board  was  formed. 

Dr.  Glenn  L.  Clayton  was  there  to  represent  our  Col- 
lege. All  were  glad  to  hear  of  the  fine  progress  made  in 
the  building  program  there. 

Rev.  W.  S.  Benshoff  presented  the  woi-k  of  our  Pub- 
lishing House.  He  asked  that  more  people  subscribe  to 
the  "Evangelist."  It  is  the  method  of  preaching  by  the 
printed  page. 

The  place  of  next  yeaj^s  conference  was  not  deter- 
mined, at  the  pre.sent. 


CONFERENCE  OFFICERS 

Moderator    Rev.  Ralph  E.  Mills 

Vice-Moderator Rev.  N.  V.  Leatherman 

Secretary    Mrs.    Elmer  Keck 

Assistant  Secretary Rev.  Horace  Huse 

Treasurer    John    Glessner 

Statistician    Ida  Kimmel 

Ministerial  Association 

President  Rev.  Elmer  M.  Keck 

Vice   President    Rev.   Lyle   Lichtenberger 

Secretary-Treasurer    Rev.   Robert  Holsinger 

W.   M.  S. 

President     Miriam    M.    Bird 

Vice  President  Mrs.  George  A.  Leidy 

Secretary-Treasurer Mrs.  Ruth  Barkhymer 

Layimen 

President    John   Golby 

Vice  President   B.  F.  Buzzard 

Secretary    Robert  ,Bloug'h 

Treasurer    J.    H.    Glessner 

Sisterhood 

President    Lois    Walker 

Secretary-Treasurer    Lois   Howard 

Patroness    Ida    Kimmel 

Brethren  Youth 

President   Lois  Howard 

Vice-President    Ben    Scheller 

Secretary-Treasurer    Janet   Birchfield 

— Mrs.  Elmer  M.  Keck,  Secretary. 

GIFTS  TO  BENEVOLENT  BOARD 

(Additional   Church   and    Individual    Gifts    for    May    and 
June,  1953) 

(See    Brethren    Evangelist,    May   23rd   issue,    for   first    10 
month's  report). 

Add'l,        Tbtal  for  the  Church 

Friend,   Mt.   Zion    $       5.00 

Rev.  W.  R.  Deeter,  Udell— $4.00   36.80 

Goshen     185.05    389.11 

Loree     175.00 

Dayton    100.00 

Akron,  Ind 27.93 

Hagerstown    61.37    216.39 

Pittsburgh   10.00   93.92 

Williamstown     62.14 

Waterloo    112.00 

Falls   City    21.50 

Cumberland    20.00 

— L.  V.  King,  Ti-easurer. 
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BRETHREN  YOUTH  CONP^ERENCE   UNDER 
THE  GOSPEL  BIG  TOP 

It  is  a  known  fact  that  this  year's  Brethren 
Youth  Conference  has  been  advertised  as  being- 
entirely  different  from  previous  Conferences.  As 
evidence  of  this  fact  note  that  the  youth  will 
meet  under  the  Gospel  Big  Top  to  hear  Dr.  Har- 
old Kuhn. 


M(3eting  under  the  tent  is  a  uniquo  feature 
which  will  add  much  to  the  spirit  of  th-r::  Confer- 
ence, Likewise  the  coming  of  Dr.  Harold  Kuhn 
will  add  strength  to  the  meeting.  \)v.  Kuhn  will 
return  from  Europe  just  one  day  before  he  be- 
gins speaking  to  youth  As  a  youth  speaker  he  is 
tops  as  he  brings  his  wide  experience  and  Chri.s- 
tian  testimony  together  in  a  blending  of  spiritual 
witness.  Out  of  his  wide  travels  he  will  be  able 
to  bring  pictures  of  Chi'istianity  in  action 
throughout  the  world. 

Leaders  of  Brethren  Youth  are  expecting,  and 
preparing  for  300  young  people,  in  what  promises 
to  be  the  largest  Youth  Conference  ever  held. 
Young  people  should  plan  eai'ly  to  attend  the 
whole  week,  August  17th-23rd. 


'^^^ 


>0 


INFINITE  MEADOWS 

An  original  play  by  Mrs.  Ida  Lindower,  entitled  "In- 
finite Meadows,"  depicts  the  lives  of  our  missionaries  in 
Africa.  Humor  and  inspiration  combine  to  give  one  the 
challenge  of  African  missions  in  this  •  "different"  play. 
The  play  will  be  given  during  the  big  Saturday  night 
youth  rally  at  Conference.  Everyone  should  plan  to  stay 
or  come  in  for  one  of  the  big  nights  of  the  week  of  Con- 


ference. You'll  not  want  to  miss  "Infinite  Meadows." 
Young  and  old  alike  will  enjoy  the  enthusiasm  of  youth 
as  it  portrays  our  missionary  work  in  Africa. 

Saturday  night  will  also  feature  youth  giving  its 
money  to  missions  through  the  project  "Bucks  for 
Blocks."  If  you  are  coming  to  Conference  plan  to  stay 
for  the  big  Brethren  Youth  rally  on  Saturday  night — 
you'll  be  glad  you  did. 


MISSIONARY  DEPARTMENT 

FROM   BOB  AND  BEA   BISCHOF 

(Continued  from  Page  7) 


and  store.   It  will  be  some  time  before  anything  definite 
is  decided,  but  we  do  ask  you  to  pray  that  God  may  show 


us  the  best  place.  We  were  very  much  pleased  with  the 
number  of  people  who  would  have  access  to  the  station 
and  whom  the  missionary  could  contact. 

Friday  evening  we  stayed  at  Mitchika  and  then  on 
Saturday  traveled  through  two  other  valleys,  one  south 
of  Mitchika  and  the  one  south  of  Moda.  The  field  is 
large  and  our  church  can  do  a  large  missionary  work 
here  if  we  are  able  to  establish  a  station. 

— Bob   and   Bea   Bischof. 
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lioneral   Conferoiice    100   Years   Ago 

(Continued  fix)m  Page  5) 

mistakes  were  of  the  head  and  not  of  the  heart.  Time 
proves,  tests  and  discards  many  of  our  best,  as  we  think, 
opinions  and  conclusions.  The  chuix'h  one  hundred  years 
ago  was  still  a  youivg  church.  Thei-e  were  those  living 
and  in  attendance  who  likely  knew  personally  the  son 
of  the  organizer  of  the  Church,  Alexander  Mack,  Jr. 
After  the  benefit  of  years  of  additional  experience,  we 
lake  steps  and  make  decisions  which  time  will  either 
underline  or  eliminate.  With  their  human  frailties,  their 
weaknesses  and  struggle  against  unfriendly  forces  in  the 
communities  and  states,  they  surrendered  not,  hut  laid 
for  us  a  firm  foundation. 

The  writer  has  frequently  passed  by  old  Beaver  Dam 
and  has  never  failed  to  accord  it  respect  for  the  contribu- 
tions made  by  men  of  faith  who  sacrificed  there  to  give 
us  a  church  pleasing  to  God. 

— St.  James,  Maryland. 


Items     of   General    Interest 

(Contiim«d  from  Page  2) 


who  did  not  miss  a  Sunday  for  the  past  six  months.  He 
urges  others  to  join  this  number. 

AKRON,  OHIO.  FIRESTONE  PARK  BRETHREN. 
'•WEDDING  ANNIVERSARY  DAY"  was  observed  on 
July  19lh,  with  the  Pastor,  Brother  J.  G.  Dodds,  bringing 
a  special  message  on  "Home  and  Marriage."  All  couples 
married  by  Brother  Dodds,  since  he  came  to  Akron  in 
1946,  were  invited  to  be  special  guests.  Opportunity  for 
renewal  of  the  Wedding  Vows  was  given  at  the  7:30  ser- 
vice of  worship. 

Guest  speakers  in  the  Akron  church  on  July  20th  were, 
Gerald  Bronson,  at  the  morning  service,  and  A.  L.  Stein- 
er,  at  the  evening  sei-vice.  Geiald  .Bronson  also  brought 
the  morning  message  on  August  2nd. 

SMITHVILLE,  OHIO.  The  Brethren  Youth  Ci-usaders, 
on  July  12th,  held  a  picnic  dinner  at  the  parsonage.  The 
affair  resolved  itself  into  a  "planning  meeting"  in  which 
plans  for  youth  meetings  and  activities  were  formulated 
for  the  coming  year. 

The  Bible  Meditation  League,  on  July  19th,  showed  a 
film  on  Korea  in  the  Smithville  church. 

Brother  Robert  Hoffman  reports  their  Sunday  School 
attendance  for  June  as  1.51,  which  was  five  below  the  at- 
tendance for  May. 

Brothor  Hoffman  also  writes  that,  "We  are  having  a 
wonderful  Bible  Study  in  Genesis.  J^ach  week  shows  r*^- 
newed  interest,  and  new  faces.  There  were  about  twenty- 
five  present  at  a  recent  study." 


LOUISVILLE,  OHIO.  The  Sunday  School  picnic  was 
hold  at  Lake  O*  Springs  Park,  Satui-day  afternoon  anc 
evening,  July  25th. 

GRETNA,  OHIO.  "A  Week  of  Evangelism"  Services 
was  held  August  2nd  to  9th,  with  the  Pastor,  Brothei 
George  W.  Solomon,  bringing  the  messages. 

DAYTON,  OHIO.  A  visitation  program,  in  which  th€ 
members  go  out  "two  by  two,"  to  call  on  people  whc 
from  time  to  time  visit  the  Dayton  church,  has  beer 
started.  Object  is,  according  to  Brother  Percy  C.  Miller, 
"to  make  visitors  feel  at  home  and  to  make  them  feel 
that  we  are  glad  for  their  presence."  This  visitation  is 
also  extended  to  include  inactive  members  of  the  church. 

NEW  LEBANON,  OHIO.  .Baptismal  Services  were  con- 
ducted at  the  close  of  the  evening  service  on  July  12th. 

William  Curtis,  a  member  of  the  Brethren  Youth  Am- 
bassador's Quartet,  was  guest  speaker  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing, July  26th.  This  is  his  home  church. 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  Brother  William  S.  Crick  has  been 
given  an  unanimous  call  to  serve  as  Pastor  for  his  sixth 
year,  beginning  October  1st. 

BRYAN,  OHIO.  The  new  carpet  has  been  laid,  and 
other  improvements  have  been  made,  with  a  special  ser- 
vice of  dedication  being  held  on  July  26th.  Brother  Alvin 
Grumbling  reports  that  comments  on  the  improvements 
have  been  very  favorable. 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  The  morning  message  on  Julj^ 
5th,  was  given  by  Rev.  Ralph  Rarick,  of  Live  Oak,  Cali- 
fornia. 

Brother  Virgil  E.  Meyer,  Pastor  of  our  Nappanee,  In- 
diana, church,  was  guest  speaker  over  the  Elkhart  Breth- 
ren's Radio  Hour  (WTRC),  on  Wednesday,  July  29th,  in 
the  absence  of  the  Elkhai't  Pastor,  Bi'other  Robert  Hig- 
gins. 

ROANN,  INDIANA.  Everybody  seems  to  be  working 
at  the  Roann  church,  according  to  .Brother  S.  M.  Whet- 
stone's bulletins.  The  Laymen  have  dug  out  the  base- 
ment; the  new  basement  walls  are  being  poured.  The 
women  also  are  getting  in  for  their  share  of  the  work 
around  the  church.  Brother  Whetstone  says  that  in  spite 
of  the  heat,  a  lot  of  work  has  been  done,  and  he  advises 
the  members  of  the  church  to  "look  around"  and  see  that 
which  has  been  accomplished. 

OAKVILLE,  INDIANA.  Sunday,  August  2nd,  was  set 
aside  as  Cash  Day,  raising  money  for  the  local  needs  of 
the  church. 

The  Pastor,  Brother  Bright  Hanna,  was  the  speaker  on 
July  19th,  at  the  Union  Service  at  Cowan. 

HUNTINGTON,  INDIANA.  Brother  C.  Y.  Gilmer  notes 
that  one  of  their  laymen,  wanting  to  see  the  $400.00  they 
had  borrowed  from  the  church  treasury  for  their  base- 
ment project,  paid  back,  placed  $100.00  in  cash  on  the 
offering  plate  at  their  recent  Laymen's  meeting.  A  few 
day.?  later,  another  Layman  gave  $100.00.  Brother  Gil- 
mer's closing  remark  is  that  the  Laymen  now  have 
$400.00  in  their  Treasury;  indicating  that  others  re- 
sponded to  the  call,  and  completed  paying  off  the  debt. 

WABASH,  INDIANA,  COLLEGE  CORNER  BRETH- 
REN.   A   special   service   for  the  ordination   of  new  dea- 
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ons    and    deaconesses,    was    held    Sunday    evening,    July 
|:6th. 

New  officers  for  the  Church  and  Sunday  School,  to 
^ake  office  on  October  1st,  woe  elected  at  a  recent 
Uhurch  business  meeting. 

MUNCIE,  INDIANA.  Slide  pictures  of  our  Mission 
Auik  in  Kentucky,  were  shown  in  the  Muncie  church  on 
I  Lily  27th,  by  Brother  Elmer  M.  Keck, 

Baptismal  services  were  conducted  by  the  Pastor, 
Brother  E.  J.  Black,  following  the  morning  worship  ser- 
/ice  on  July  19th,  with  four  being  baptized.  A  similar 
service  followed  the  morning  sei-vice  on  July  26th. 

Professor  Delbert  M,  Flora,  Dean  of  Ashland  Theolog- 
cal  Seminary,  was  guest  speaker  in  the  Muncie  church 
i)n  August  2nd. 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  In  lieu  of  Sunday  eve- 
ning services  during  July  and  August,  the  Pastor,  Brother 
JH.  H.  Rowsey,  has  arranged  to  take  sei-vices  around  to 
jthe  different  homes,  as  requests  may  be  made.  He  uses 
ithe  slogan,  "If  you  cannot  come  to  church,  the 
l^hurch  will  come  to  you."  Groups  of  young  people, 
jar  adults,  will  conduct  these  services.  One  of  the  pro- 
Igrams  available,  under  this  arrangement,  is  a  recording 
af  a  radio  broadcast  of  music  and  message  made  by 
Brother  Rowsey. 

Church  visitation  is  being  emphasized  on  Wednesday 
evenings  during  July  and  August.  Instead  of  meeting  at 
the  church,  the  prayer  meeting  group  and  other  mem- 
bers  of  the   church  ai"e   making  calls   in  homes. 

Professor  Arthur  P.  Petit,  Director  of  Admissions,  at 
Ashland  College,  was  guest  speaker  in  the  Milledgeville 
church  on  July  12th. 

On  August  5th,  Brother  E.  M.  Keck  presented  his  Ken- 
tucky   Mission    pictures   in   the    Milledgeville    church. 

The  Sunday  morning  sei'vice  on  August  16th  will  be 
conducted  by  the  Gideons. 

The  average  Sunday  School  attendance  for  April,  May 
and  June,  was  167;  average  oflfering  was  $40.48;  average 
number  of  visitors,  9;  with  an  average  of  62  Bibles  each 
Sunday. 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  The  Laymen's  Annual  Dinner  was 
held  July  22nd,  with  their  wives  as  guests.  Rabbi  Harry 
Cohen,  of  Waterloo,  was  guest  speaker. 

Charles  Huff,  a  member  of  the  Bi-etliren  Youth  Am- 
bassador's Quartet,  brought  the  morning  message  on  July 
26th.  Waterloo  is  Brother  Huff's  home  church. 

Rev.  Andrew  Hofer,  Associate  pastor  of  the  First  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  Waterloo,  was  guest  speaker  on  Au- 
gust 2nd. 

UDELL,  IOWA.  On  Monday,  July  6th,  Rev.  Charles 
Munson,  National  .Brethren  Youth  Dii-ector  gave  a  mes- 
sage and  showed  pictures  of  the  youth  work  of  our  De- 
nomination in  the  Udell  church. 

New  members  were  received  into  the  church  on  July 
19th. 

The  evening  of  the  19th,  the  Udell  young  people  who 
attended  Camp  Blackhawk,  took  part  in  the  service  and 
told  of  their  camping  experiences. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Kenneth  Solomon,  missionaries  in  wait- 


ing for  Argentina,  presented  a  program  of  HJideg,  Ringing 
in  Spanish,  and  inspirational  messageH  on  July  2l8t. 

Kentucky    Misnion    pictures   were   presentt-d   on   AujfUKt 
4th  by  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Elmer  Keck,  of  Jone.s  .VlillH,  Penna. 
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By  tlve  Editor 


"The  FAITH  of  the  GOSPEL" 

Dr.  Yoder's  new  book,  'THE  FAITH  OF  THE  GOS- 
PEL," has  recently  been  published  by  your  own  Publish- 
Company. 

It  will  be  found  helpful  to  all :  in  daily  devotions,  in 
Bible  Study  Classes,  for  new  converts,  and  for  prospective 
members  for  the  Brethren  Church.  In  fact,  we  believe 
that  this  book  will  be  found  valuable  in  every  phase  of 
church  work  and  Bible  study.  We  urge  its  use  in  Bible 
Study  Classes  in  all  Brethren  Churches. 

Size  of  the  book  is  about  8%  by  5^2  inches.  It  contains 
61  pages,  printed  in  easy-to-read  tj-pe.  You  will  find  this 
book  easy  to  read,  easy  to  undei'stand,  and  very  interest- 
ing and  helpful. 

Cost  of  the  book  to  you  is  low  due  to  the  efficient 
operation  of  your  Publishing  Company.  Single  copies  of 
the  book  are  65c  and  to  encourage  Bible  Study  Class  use 
of  the  book,  we  .are  offering  the  book  to  you  at  5.5c  each 
in  lots  of  one  dozen  or  more. 

Order  from  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company,  or  stop 
in  at  our  Book  Store  at  Conference  time,  or  see  the  Edi- 
tor on  the  Conference  grounds.  You  will  appreciate  hav- 
ing one  or  more  copies  of  this  valuable  book  by  Dr. 
Yoder.— W.  S.  B. 


FOOD  FOR  THE  FAITHFUL 

Again  this  year  we  are  gix^ing  you  an  opportunity  to 
express  this  Christian  grace  of  ginng.  An  opportunity 
which  if  taken,  will  express  your  appreciation  for  the 
services  that  have  been  rendered  in  the  past  by  those 
Faithful  Servants  who  are  now  residing  at  the  Brethren's 
Home  in  Flora,  Indiana. 

Bring  the  food  to  Conference.  Please  do  not  bring  per- 
ishable articles,   for  they  cannot  be  handled  properly. 

A  fine  expression  of  gratitude  was  received  for  last 
year's  Food  for  the  Faithful.  Food  is  a  necesi:ary  item 
at  the  Home,  and  there  is  never  too  much  of  it.  'Inas- 
much as  you  have  done  it  unto  the  least  of  these  my 
brethren,  ye  have  done  it   unto  me." — Matt.  25:40. 

— ^G^orffe  Solomon, 
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iOrU'  FOR  Al'Gl'ST  l(i.  19r)3 

BKINC,   tHUlSTlAN   AT  HOME 

SCUU'll  HE  READINGS:  Col.  3:15-21;  Eph,  6:1-4 

DURING  THE  PAST  FEW  WEEKS  we  have  been 
ihiukiiig  together  about  the  different  steps  that  we 
take  from  young  adulthood  toward  the  establishment  of 
a  Christian  home.  This  evening  we  want  to  think  about 
some  of  our  attitudes  toward  each  other  in  the  home  it- 
self. Do  we  carry  out  the  principles  of  Christ  in  our 
dealings  with  each  other?  Are  our  words  and  deeds  in 
the  home  consistent  with  what  we  proclaim  before  our 
fellowmen  in  Church,  Sunday  School,  and  Christian  En- 
deavor? 

1.  In  the  order  of  things,  as  St.  Paul  saw  them,  the 
husband  or  father  was  the  head  of  the  home.  Although 
women  have  been  given  more  equal  rights  in  almost 
every  phase  of  life,  it  still  remains  true  that  father  is 
the  head  of  the  home.  Upon  the  father  is  placed  the  great 
responsibility  of  providing  the  material  needs  and  spirit- 
ual atmosphere  for  the  Christian  home.  In  Eph.  6:4,  St. 
Paul  counsels  the  fathers  to  "provoke  not  your  children 
to  wrath:  but  bring  them  up  in  the  nurture  and  admoni- 
tion of  the  Lord."  The  parent  then  is  not  to  be  too  harsh 
and  critical.  He  is  not  to  do  things  that  will  hinder  the 
Christian  growth  of  his  children.  He  is  expected  to  pro- 
vide an  atmosphei-e  of  Christ.  Certainly  his  actions  and 
attitudes  will  be  those  of  a  Christian  at  all  times. 

2.  Our  attitudes  toward  our  parents.  In  Eph.  6:13, 
Paul  tells  us  to  "obey  your  parents  in  the  Lord:  for  this 
is  right.  Honour  thy  father  and  mother;  which  is  the 
first  commandment  with  promise;  that  it  may  be  well 
with  thee,  and  thou  mayest  live  long  on  the  earth."  Chil- 
dren should  obey  their  parents,  and  Christian  paients 
should  take  a  firm  hand  to  see  that  they  are  obeyed. 
There  are  entirely  too  many  parents  who  think  that  it 
is  all  right  for  their  children  to  make  up  their  own  minds 
about  Christian  principles,  who  would  never  think  of  al- 
lowing their  children  to  decide  about  their  food  and 
clothing.  Certainly  the  immoital  souls  of  our  children 
are  more  important  than  the  body  which  some  day  must 
come  to  an  end. 

Children  must  obey  their  parents  in  the  Lord.  Some 
children  rise  above  their  parents  in  spiritual  things. 
Children  aie  not  commanded  to  obey  their  parents  in  spite 
of  the  Lord  or  against  the  Lord,  but  in  the  Lord.  Should 
our  parents  ever  ask  us  to  do  something  that  we  know 
is  against  the  Lord's  will,  then  there  is  only  one  course 
of  action.  We  must,  in  all  Christian  humility,  follow 
Christ.  But  this  is  a  very  rare  occasion  and  the  rule  for 
children  is  that  they  should  obey  their  parents  in  the 
Lord. 

3.  Our  attitude  toward  brothers  and  sisters.  The  Chris- 
tian .should  show  an  attitude  of  love  towards  the  other 
members   of   the   family.   If  there  is  any  one    rule    that 


sliould  be  followed  in  the  home,  it  is  the  rule  of  lov 
Love  will  make  itself  felt  in  kindness  and  consideratio 
for  each  other. 

Teasing  is  one  of  the  common  problems  of  the  home 
Brothers  delight  in  teasing  each  other  and  their  sistei 
and  the  same  may  be  said  of  sisters.  From  the  time  tha 
children  learn  to  talk  and  think,  they  learn  the  fine  ai 
of  teasing.  Teasing  is  natural  and  to  limits  should  be  er 
couraged.  It  is  a  way  of  having  fun  with  each  other,  i 
helps  us  to  develope  mentally,  and  prepares  us  to  fac 
the  rough  give  and  take  of  the  woi'ld.  It  is  true  that  i 
teasing  is  allowed  to  go  too  far  and  becomes  malicious 
it  may  permanently  injure  personality.  While  it  is  a  gooi 
thing  to  have  fun  together,  we  must  also  put  into  prac 
tice  the  rule  of  love,  kindness,  and  consideration. 

4.  Our  attitude  towards  elders.  There  used  to  be 
proverb  that  ran,  "Children  are  to  be  seen  and  not  heard. 
That  may  have  been  a  little  too  harsh  and  we  have  got 
ten  a  long  way  from  it.  Still,  it  seems  that  in  every  prov 
erb  that  has  lived,  thei'e  is  an  element  of  truth  tha 
should  be  preserved.  While  our  elders  are  discussinj 
topics  of  the  day  that  they  consider  important,  childrei 
should  not  interrupt,  unless  by  the  attitude  of  our  elders 
we  are  asked  to  do  so.  This  is  merely  a  rule  of  cour 
tesy  that  we  would  like  to  have  observed  when  we  are  ii 
the  middle  of  a  discussion. 

It  is  not  too  much  to  ask  young  people  to  show  respec 
to  their  elders.  We  should  show  respect  for  their  opin 
ions  and  for  their  person.  There  are  many  things  that  w< 
can  learn  from  those  who  have  been  here  much  longei 
than  we  have  if  we  will  only  take  the  time  to  think  aboui 
what  our  elders  have  to  say. 

.5.  Our  attitudes  toward  our  friends  who  come  to  oui 
homes.  One  of  the  places  that  Jesus  loved  to  go  was  tc 
the  home  of  Mary  and  Martha.  I  am  sure  that  he  en- 
joyed the  good  food  that  Martha  provided  for  him,  bu1 
the  main  reason  for  loving  to  be  in  that  home  was  no1 
food,  but  fellowship.  We  may  have  our  differences  witP 
each  other  in  the  home,  but  when  friends  are  present  is 
no  time  to  try  to  settle  them.  Jesus  would  not  encourage 
Mary  to  sit  and  listen  while  Martha  did  all  of  the  house- 
work, but  neither  would  he  enter  into  a  family  dispute 
We  must  have  disagreements  in  the  home,  but  we  shoulc 
never  try  to  have  our  friends  settle  them  for  us  wher 
they  come  for  a  friendly  visit.  Let  us  talk  together 
work  together  and  play  together  with  our  friends.  Ir 
short,  let's  have  Christian  fellowship. 

QUESTIONS  FOR  DISCUSSION 

1.  Do  you  think  that  children  should  obey  their  par-! 
ents  ?  Why  ?  Why  not  ? 

2.  Do  we  ever  get  old  enough  that  we  do  not  need  to 
obey  our  parents  ? 

3.  What  do  you  think  of  the  saying,  "Children  are  to 
be  seen  and  not  heard  ?" 

4.  Can  you  love  your  child  too  much?  (See  article  in 
"Woman's    Home    Companion" — July,    1950.    p.  76. 

5.  Why  don't  children  obey  their  parents?  See  "La- 
dies Home  Journial" — July,  1951.  p.  112. 

6.  Can  teasing  hurt  a  child?  See  "Parents'  Magazine — 
Aug.,  1951.  p.  29. 

7.  What's  the  matter  with  parents?  See  "Ladies'  Home 
Journal"— Mar,,  1952.  p.  30. 
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IPrayer  TYleeting 
Studies 

23i/  G.  T.  ^ilmer 


A  GOODLY  HYMN 

A  goodly  hymn  can  lift  th©  soul 

To  higher,  nobler  things; 
Can  make   the  broken  spirit  whole, 

And  put  the  heart  on  wings.  . 

A  goodly  hymn  is  like  a  prayer 

In  robes  of  jewelled  grace; 
It  lifts  us  from  our  dark  despair 

Till  we  can  see  God's  face. 

— Joseph    Baldwin   Haston. 

THE  MUSICAL  NOTES  of  the  scale  are  a  perfect 
thing  which  man  did  not  create  but  he  discovered. 
Music  goes  with  Holy  Spirit  anointing  (Eph.  5:18,  19). 
To  be  filled  with  the  Spirit  is  to  have  music  in  the  soul 
(Col.  3:16).  To  the  newly  converted,  God  gives  a  new 
song  (Psalm  40:2,  3).  Psalms,  hymns,  and  spiritual  songs 
are  the  natural  result  of  every  great  spiritual  revival 
(Exodus  15:1,  2;  Judges  5:1,  2).  There  M'ill  be  jubilant 
song  in  the  millennium  (Isaiah  26:1;  35:9,  10).  There 
will  be  a  new  song  in  Heaven  (Rev.  5:9;  14:3).  There 
they  will  sing  the  song  of  Moses  and  the  song  of  the 
Lamb  (Rev.  15:3,  4). 

Elisha  could  find  the  will  of  God  better  when  he  heard 
sweet  music  (2  Kings  3:15).  When  King  Saul  was 
anointed  king,  he  met  a  company  of  the  prophets  play- 
ing musical  instruments,  and  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  came 
upon  him  (1  Sam.  10:5-10).  Later  when  Saul  was  trou- 
bled and  downcast  with  .an  evil  spirit,  the  boy,  David, 
was  brought  before  him  to  play  beautifully  upon  the 
harp,  and  the  evil  spirit  departed,  and  Saul  w^as  well  (1 
Sam.  16:14-23).  There  is  power  in  Spirit-filled  music  to 
bless  the  heart  (2  Sam.  22:1-7),  to  bring  people  to  noble 
decisions  and  to  faith  and  joy. 

The  fullness  of  the  Spirit  goes  with  glad  gospel  songs 
(Psalm  28:7).  The  right  kind  of  singing  produces  the  at- 
titude of  heart  in  which  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  can  come 
upon  His  people  in  power  (Psalm  32:7).  The  fullness  of 
the  Spirit  encourages  the  best  in  sweet  music  (Isaiah 
51:3).  Spiritual  music  helps  in  holy  decisions — hence  the 
invitation  hymn  to  help  people  trust  Christ  for  salvation, 
to  re-consecrate,  to  lay  all  on  the  altar  of  living  sacri- 
fice (Isaiah  85:10).  There  are  the  holy  songs  of  joy  in 
salvation  (Isaiah  38:20),  prayer  songs  (Psalm  139:23), 
songs  of  praise  and  thanksgiving  (Neh.  12:46),  and 
songs  of  doctrine  and  warning  (Deut.  31:19,  21,  22). 
We  should  want  the  singing  in  our  sen'ices  to  be  pleasing 
unto  God  (Psalm  69:30).  If  we  love  the  Lord,  our  song 
will  be  to  Him  and  for  Him  (Psalm  57:9;  59:17).  People 
need  the  help  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  sing,  just  as  the 
preacher  needs  His  help  to  preach  (1  Cor.  14:15).  Spe- 
cial music  is  good,  provided  the  singers  are  filled  xA-ith 
the  Holy  Spirit  (2  Chron.  35:15). 
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In  all  our  church  music  k;t  uk  rf;mr;mbr;r  that  God  Ib  our 
inspiration,  and  not  mf.-re  knowlf;dge,  b«;auty,  hHow,  forc;, 
and  power  (Job  32:8;  34:32).  After  all,  it  is  God  that 
"giveth  songs"  (Job  35:10;  Psalm  77:6).  God'g  whole 
universe  is  directed  by  His  inspiration  and  we  sing  by 
His  inspiration. 

"Songs  in  the  night"  He  giveth  to  His  own, 

And  of  the  bed  of  pain  will  make  a  throne. 

Girded  with  faith  and  praise  and  fervent  prayer, 

The  weakest  on  his  couch  may  fearless  dare, 

Satan's    strongholds    pull    down,    his    nobles    bind, 

And  captive  souls  their  liberation  find. 

This  honor  is  to  all  His  saints,  then  sing 

Upon  your  bed;  high  praises  to  Him  bring. 

Rich  the  reward  of  him  who  wills  God's  will. 

And  undei-neath  His  loving  hand  lies  still. 

Bids  faith  arise  to  kiss  the  chastening  rod. 

Like  Job,  to  silence  Satan  before  God. 

If  then,  the  Ministry  of  Suffering  be. 

By  His  good  grace,  entrusted  unto  thee. 

Rejoice.    "Perfect   through    suffering.   His   Great   Son 

Was  made,  and  so  for  us,  pei-fection  won. 

And  lo,  when  He  His  gracious  work  was  done, 

We  shall  be  like  that  Well-Beloved  One. 

Night  over-past,  songs  of  redeeming  love, 

Day  without  end,  we'll  sing  in  Heaven  above. 

— Helen   Howard   Lemniel. 


Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vana+or 

Lesson  for  August  16,  1953 
CHRIST  PRE-EMINENT 

Lesson:  Colossians  1:3-6,  9-20 

THE  LAST  NINE  WORDS  in  verse  eighteen  of  our 
lesson  study  this  week  are  the  most  important  onee, 
and  upon  these  we  will  tie  our  meditation — 'that  in  all 
things  he  might  ha\e  the  pre-eminence."  So  we  ask  our- 
selves, "What  does  pre-eminence  mean?"  Eminent  means 
"high  in  station"  and  "independent  of  other  authority," 
according  to  the  dictionarj'.  When  we  put  the  prefix 
"■pre"  before  it  we  find  that  this  adds  the  idea  of  being 
"before,  as  in  time,  place  or  rank."  Therefore  we  con- 
clude that  we  are  to  look  at  Christ  and  see  that  His  posi- 
tion is  high  above  all  others,  before  and  above  all  others 
in  time,  place  and  rank.  And,  since  the  very  definition 
itself  tells  us  that  one  that  is  eminent  is,  in  the  best  sense 
of  the  word,  "independent  of  all  other  authority,"  and 
we  add  the  prefix  "pre''  to  that  thought,  it  then  carries 
the  evident  idea  of  "before,  as  to  time,  place  or  rank" 
and  establishes  Christ's  everlastingness. 

When  we  look  at  it  thus,  it  adds  meaning  to  the  words 
of  Jesus  when  He  said.  "Before  Abraham  was.  I  am." 
And  when  we  remember  the  words  of  the  Apostle  John  in 
his  gospel,  "All  things  were  made  by  him,  and  without 
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him  w-as  not  anythingr  made  that  was  made,"  and  that 
"in  him  was  life,"  and  that  that  "life  was  the  liglit  of 
men,"  we  begin  to  realize  the  grave  necessity  of  giving 
to  Him  the  pre-eminence  He  so  richly  deserves,  but  far 
too  often  fails  to  i-eceive. 

Let's  go  back  to  our  key  phrase,  "that  in  all  things 
li«  might  have  the  pre-eminence."  What  does  that  "all 
things'*  cover  in  your  way  of  thinking?  "All  things" 
means  just  that.  There  can  be  no  corners  of  the  human 
heart  which  are  shut  away  from  Him  and  dedicated  to 
felf  alone  and  locked  away  from  Christ's  entrance.  When 
we  dedicate  our  lives  to  Him,  whether  it  be  a  dedication 
to  full  time  sen'ice  in  the  ministry  or  in  missionary 
work,  or  just  the  living  of  a  consecrated  life  of  a  lay 
member  of  the  chureh,  it  must  be  a  total  dedication  if 
Christ  is  to  have  the  pre-eminence — the  rule  over  all 
things  in  our  lives. 

Such  dedication  must  begin  with  "faith" — faith  in 
Christ — and  the  "love"  which  follows  this  must  flow  or 
rather  overflow  unto  all  mankind.  Then  follows  the  fruit 
bearing  and  this  cannot  come  to  fruition  unless  it  is  wa- 
tered and  mulched  by  a  desire  to  be  filled  with  all  wis- 
dom and  spiritual  understanding.  The  result  is  that  we 
are  "strengthened  with  all  might,  according  to  his  glor- 
ious power."  This  is  sure  to  lead  to  a  life  filled  with  a 
desire  to  "give  thanks  unto  the  Father,"  for  all  He  has 
done,  for  He  has  made  possible  our  deliverance  'from  the 
power  of  darkness";  "translated  us  into  the  kingdom  of 
His  dear  Son";  redeemed  us  "through  His  blood";  and 
"forgiven  us  of  our  sins." 

There  is  every  reason  in  the  world  why  the  Christian 
MUST  make  Christ  pre-eminent  and  when  this  is  done 
freely,  not  withholding  anything  or  putting  anything 
above  Him  in  our  lives.  He  permits  more  to  be  put  back 
into  our  lives  than  we  have  voluntarily  taken  out  for  His 
sake.  In  other  words,  He  replaces  the  dross  of  human 
desire   with    the    gold   of   spiritual   attainment. 

Someone  has  put  it  this  way:  'Since  Christ  is  before 
all  things,  He  explains  them.  Since  in  Him  all  things  con- 
sist, He  holds  them  together,  He  controls  them.  We  can 
be  assured  that  the  world  is  not  going  to  pieces.  We  are 
secure  in  it  if  we  are  in  Christ,  and  all  that  we  do  for 
Him  will  endure  forever.  Give  Him  the  place  which  He 
should  occupy  in  your  life. 
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LO.^1    CKEEK,  KENTUCKY 

In  a  recent  edition  of  the  Evangelist  it  was  suggested 
that  the  names  of  very  old  members  of  the  CTiurch  be 
sent  in.  We  have  one  very  old  member  of  the  Church 
here,  has  been  a  faithful  member  for  forty-six  years 
now,  and  is  ninety-six  years,  and  about  6  months  old. 
Her  name  is  Mary  Jane  Hayes. 

We  have  now  had  our  D.  V.  B.  S.,  the  Work  Camp,  the 
annual  Youth  Camp,  and  the  July  4th  program.  All  have 
been   very  successful.   The   D.   V.    B.   S.   was  handled   by 


all  local  help.  One  of  Riverside's  former  students.  Mi 
Margie  Landrum  Strong,  left  pressing  work  in  her  hon 
in  Lexington  to  come  and  help  in  the  school.  Mrs.  Cla; 
Jackson  of  Lost  Creek,  was  another  helper,  along  wii 
my  daughter,  Ada  Irene,  and  Mrs.  Drushal  who  aL 
helped  somewhat.  The  Sunday  morning  program  by  tl 
children  was  very  interesting  and  brought  out  a  lar| 
congregation. 

The  work  camp  was  also  a  very  grand  success  of  on! 
two  days'  working  time.  There  were  seventeen  your 
people  who  responded  to  the  call,  working  Friday  ar 
Saturday,  doing  painting  work  mostly.  They  did  a  vei 
good  job  of  it,  getting  much  done.  Miss  Margaret  Lov 
ery  was  with  them  as  matron  for  the  girls,  and  Re 
Kenneth  Solomon  was  in  charge  of  the  boys.  On  Frida 
night,  all  went  to  Rowdy  for  the  midweek  prayer  se; 
vice  there,  and  had  the  strange  experience  of  makin 
much  of  the  trip  home  without  headlights  on  the  bu 
On  arriving  back  hei'e,  thanks  was  given  our  God  for 
safe  return. 

The  annual  Youth  Camp,  though  not  so  large  in  nun 
bers  ,as  some  other  years,  was  yet  one  of  the  very  bes 
camps  ever  held  here,  because  of  the  working  of  the  Hoi 
Spirit  in  its  midst.  Two  life  work  recruits  came  forwan 
The  Camp  was  under  the  very  efficient  management  c 
the  Rev.  Woodrow  Brant  of  Vinco,  Penna.,  and  Rev.  So 
omon  acted  as  camp  evangelist.  With  the  leadership  c 
two  such  consecrated  man,  it  could  not  be  otherwise  tha 
successful.  Two  of  our  local  workers,  Mr.  Hall  and  M; 
Stoddard  also  helped  in  the  camp. 

We  are  also  very  sorry  to  report  the  complete  stop 
page  of  work  on  the  new  building  because  of  a  lack  o 
funds.  Will  you  please  join  us  in  prayer  that  the  Lor 
will  cause  the  money  needed  to  be  in  hand  very  soon 
Thank  you. 

Our  July  4th  program  was  also  very  successful,  th 
Lord  apparently  giving  us  good  weather  for  the  day,  ii 
the  midst  of  much  rain  before  and  after  that  day.  It  i 
an  all-d,ay  program,  beginning  about  nine  in  the  morn 
ing,  with  Bible  reading  and  prayer,  then  some  athleti 
contests,  then  public  speaking,  this  year  by  Ed  Fugate 
a  former  Riverside  graduate,  Rev.  Jackson,  a  loca 
preacher,  and  a  young  Christian  attorney  from  Jacksor 
Moss  Noble.  All  gave  splendid  messages.  Then  the  nooi 
hour  for  lunch,  and  then  in  the  afternoon  ball  games. 

We  had  around  600  people  out  for  the  day.  All  passe< 
off  very  orderly. 

— G.  E.  Drushal. 


WABASH,    INDIANA,    COLLEGE   CORNER,    INDIANi' 

Here  is  a  report  of  a  special  service  at  the  College 
Corner  Brethren  Church,  Wabash,  Indiana.  At  a  recen- 
quarterly  business  meeting  of  the  church,  the  congrega- 
tion  called  for  new  deacons,  and  an  ordination  sei'vic( 
was  held  Sunday  night,  July  26th. 

The  Pastor  officiated  in  the  ordination.  Rev.  J.  Miltor 
Bowman  of  our  Peru  Church,  delivered  the  ordinatior 
sermon.  Rev.  J,  Edward  Smith,  Pastor  of  the  Countrj 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  gave  the  prayer  of  Consecration 

The  candidates  elected  were:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clifforc 
Stout,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Draper. 
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After  the  ordination,  the  act  of  '"Laying  on  of  Handn" 
ras  given.  Taking  part  in  this  service  were  Deacons  Her- 
nan  Hood,  G.  Gorden  Downey,  and  the  pastor.  At  the 
lose  of  the  sei-vice,  the  Congregation  extended  them  the 
■Right  Hand  of  Christian  Fellowship." 

— Ernest    Minegar,    Pastor. 


BETHLEHEM— MT.  OLIVE,   VIRGINIA 

The  Bethlehem  Brethren  Church  held  an  Anniversary 
Day  and  Home  coming  on  the  fourth  Sunday  in  June, 
speakers  of  the  day  were  Robert  and  Jane  Byler,  Mis- 
lionaries  to  Argentina. 

At  the  close  of  the  morning  sei-vice.  Miss  Jean  Long 
)f  the  congregation,  speaking  for  the  church,  presented 
;he  pastor  with  a  large  number  of  silver  dollars  which 
lad  been  carried  in  a  basket  down  the  aisle  by  two  very 
small  girls. 

A  fellowship  dinner  in  the  church  ba.sement  followed 
;he  sei-vice  which  marked  the  coming  of  John  F.  Locke 
to  be  pastor  twenty-five  years  ago. 

Rev.  Robert  and  Mrs.  Jane  Byler  spoke  in  the  Mt. 
Olive  Brethren  church  June  28th.  Their  program  of  pic- 
tures and  music  was  greatly  appreciated.  At  the  morn- 
ing service  the  same  day,  a  very  successful  D.  V.  B.  S., 
which  registered  over  80  pupils,  gave  a  closing  program. 

The  Board  of  Christian  Education  of  the  Southeastern 
District  Conference  met  at  Camp  Pinnacles,  July  13th. 
Another  meeting  is  planned  for  September. 

— John   F.  Locke. 
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KECK-LAMBERT.  Miss  June  Abbie  Lambert,  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  S.  Lambert,  New  Windsor,  and 
John  Martin  Keck,  son  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Elmer  M.  Keck, 
Jones  Mills,  Penna.,  were  married  June  20th,  in  St.  Paul's 
Methodist  Church,  New  Windsor,  Maryland.  The  double 
ring  ceremony  was  performed  by  Rev.  Edgar  C.  Soper, 
former  pastor  of  the  bride,  assisted  by 'Rev.  Lewis  Rob- 
son,  present  pastor  of  the  bride,  and  Rev.  Elmer  M. 
Keck.  Their  new  address  is  1239  Cottage  Street,  Ashland, 
Ohio,  the  groom  planning  on  re-entering  Ashland  College 
this  fall  after  having  spent  the  past  two  years  in  the 
armed  forces. 

— Elmer  M.   Keck. 

HAYNES-SHIFFLETT.  Harold  Walter  Haynes  and 
Betty  Ann  Shifflett  were  united  in  holy  matrimony  at 
the  home  of  the  Bride's  pastor  on  July  17th,  1953,  at 
3:00  P.  M.  A  company  of  relatives  and  friends  witnessed 
the  double  ring  ceremony.  The  bride  is  a  member  of  the 
Bethlehem  Brethren  Church.  John  F.  Locke,  pastor  of 
the   church,   solemnized   the  vows  for  this   young  couple. 

— John  F.  Locke. 


LITTEN.  Harve  Monroe  Litten,  Trustee  of  the  Liberty 
Brethren  Church,  near  Quicksburg,  Virginia,  was  bom 
July  1,  1878,  and  died  July  14,  19o3.  Funeral  services 
were  in  charge  of  Elders  John  Dodson  and  John  F. 
Locke,  and  were  conducted  from  the  Cedar  Grove  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  Interment  was  made  in  the  Cedar  Grove 
Cemetery.  Surviving  are  his  wife  and  seven  of  their  nine 
children,  twenty-four  grandchildren  and  8  great  grand- 
children. 

— John  F.  Locke. 


PAUL.  Mrs.  Lulu  M.,  89,  widow  of  George  H.  Paul,  and 
mother  of  Charles  M.  Paul,  assistant  editor  of  the  Hunt- 
ington Herald  Press,  and  Miss  Edith   Paul,  Fort  Wayne. 

Sister  Paul  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Huntington 
.Brethren  Church  and  a  life-time  reader  of  THE  BRETH- 
REN EVANGELIST.  In  later  life  she  was  a  member  of 
the  Roanoke  Brethren  Church,  and  lived  in  Fort  Wayne. 
She  passed  this  life,  April  14,  1953.  Funeral  and  burial 
services  were  conducted  by  Rev.  C.  Y.  Gilmer  and  Rev. 
S.  C.  Henderson. 

— C.   Y.   Gilmer. 


GARRETT.  John  E.  Garrett,  son  of  the  late  William 
and  Hannah  Garrett,  was  bom  August  5th,  1869  in  Henry 
County,  Indiana,  and  died  June  24,  1953  as  a  result  of  a 
head  injury. 

Early  in  life  joined  the  First  Brethren  Church  of  Oak- 
ville,  Indiana,  later  with  his  wife,  transferred  to  the  Fii-st 
Brethren  Church,  Muncie,  Indiana,  becoming  charter 
members. 

He  served  his  church  well  as  Treasurer,  Trustee,  Dea- 
con and  other  offices. 

Manied  Susie  Swain  in  1895,  to  which  union  three 
daughters  were  born,  Mrs.  William  Bailey,  Mrs.  Carle- 
ton  Green  and  Miss  Edna  Garrett,  all  of  Muncie,  all  of 
whom  survive. 

Funeral   services  conducted  by  the  undersigned. 

— E.  J.   Black. 


YOST.  Idella  M.  Yost  departed  this  life  on  June  20. 
1952.  She  was  68  years  of  age  and  had  been  a  member 
of  the  Oakville,  Indiana,  church  for  approximately  50 
years.  She  had  been  a  willing  worker  in  this  community 
and  w\\]  be  sadly  missed.  Funeral  services  were  conducted 
by  the  undersigned  assisted  by  Rev.  S.  Lowman,  a  former 
pastor. 

— Bright  Hanna. 
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AT  CONFERENCE  TIME 

Come  across  the  street  from  Memorial  Chapel 

and  purchase  your  Bibles,  books,  Sunday  School 

supplies  and  religious  novelties  from  your  own 

BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY. 


We  have  a  full  line  of  religious  goods,  and  what  we  do 
not  have  in  stock,  we  can  order  for  you.  Come  in,  look 
around,  and  we  will  do  our  best  to  meet  your  needs. 

SPECIAL — for  the  children — Religious  novelties  and 
toys.  Make  your  children  happy  during  Conference  by  pur- 
chasing a  few  of  these  for  their  entertainment. 

THE  BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY,  Ashland,  Ohio. 
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THE    CHRISTIAN'S   DAILY   DOZEN 

First,  turn  your  heart  to  God  for  grace 
Before  you  look  on  any  face. 

Next  breathe  a  word  of  thankful  greeting 

To  Him  who  watches  while  you  were  sleeping. 

Now  if  you  find  this  hard  to  do, 
Invoke  your  will  to  help  you  through; 

Just  clinch  your  hands  or  turn  your  head, 
'Twill  drive  the  night  mists  from  your  bed. 

Next  say  a  verse  or  hum  an  air 
To  make  an  atmosphere  of  prayer. 

At  length,  when  mind  is  keenly  turning, 
Repeat  some  new  verse  you  are  learning. 

Then  it  will  surely  clear  your  vision 
To  voice  in  words,  the  day's  decision; 

To  talk  with  Christ  about  your  work. 
For  heaven  can  never  bless  a  shirk. 

And  now,  prepared  the  day  to  meet. 
Arise,  and  stand  upon  your  feet. 

Then,  from  the  table  while  you  are  dressing, 
Glean  something  from  the  Book  of  Blessing. 

And,  forthe  climax  of  all  motion. 
Fail  not  to  kneel  in  sweet  devotion. 

So  go  you  forth  with  smile  to  greet 
The  first  and  every  heart  you  meet. 

And  all  day  long  your  soul  will  thrive. 
And  men  will  thank  God  you're  alive. 

— R.  S.  Cushman. 
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Items  of  general  Interest 


OAK  HILL,  WEST  VIRGINIA.  ^Fhe  Sunday  School 
picnic  was  held,  following  the  August  2nd  morning  ser- 
vice, at  Beckwith  4-H  Park,  sponsored  by  the  Young 
People's  Sei-vice  League. 

Brother  Arthur  H.  Tinkel  notes  in  his  bulletin  for 
August  2nd  that  "today  begins  our  third  year  of  ser- 
vice with  you." 

Brother  Tinkel,  during  his  vacation,  preached  twice  in 
the  Ardmore  (Indiana)  .Brethren  Church,  where  his  .son 
is  the  Pastor;  once  at  Akron  (Indiana),  where  he  was 
formerly    Pa,stor;    and    attended    sei-vices    at    the    College 


Corner  Brethren  churcli,  his  home  church,  and  where  h 
also  served  as  pastor  for  three  years. 

ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  Brother  Freeman  Ankrur 
says  that  the  Deacons  have  set  the  time  for  their  Evan 
golistic  Meeting,  to  begin  Monday  evening,  October  26tl 
and  to  close  Sunday  evening,  November  8th. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO,  PARK  STREET  BRETHREIV 
Union  Evening  Worship  Services  in  Brookside  Park  wer 
conducted  Sunday  evening,  August  2nd,  by  the  Pari 
Street  Church.  The  Pastor,  Brother  Clarence  S.  Fair 
banks,   spoke  on  the  subject,  "The  Unseen  Lord." 

The  three  W.  M.  S.  Societies  united  with  the  churc 
on  Wednesday  evening,  August  5th,  for  a  shower  fo 
Miss  Margaret  E.  Loweiy,  of  Ashland,  who  is  soon  to  gi 
to  Krypton,  Kentucky,  to  care  for  our  mission  work  there 
A  good  attendance  is  reported. 

LOUISVILLE,  OHIO.  Five  new  members  were  receivec 
into  the  church  on  July  26th. 

A  Debt  Lifting  and  Mortgage  Burning  Sei-vice  ii 
scheduled  to  be  held  on  September  13th. 

.Brother  L,  V.  King  has  recently  put  forth  a  call  foi 
"Ambitious  Men  and  Women  to  wash  down  outside  wood 
work  to  prepare  for  painting  at  the  parsonage."  We  an 
certain  that  he  had  a  good  response. 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  Bi-other  William  S.  Crick  tells  of  giv- 
ing  their  Sunday  School  teachers  a  "vacation"  froiv 
teaching  some  of  these  summer  Sundays.  In  doing  so 
also  sending  out  the  call  for  "volunteer  supply  teachers* 
to  fill  in.  This  is  a  worthwhile  project — giving  the  I'egu- 
lar  teachers  a  rest,  ,and  giving  prospective  teachers  some 
good  experience. 

DAYTON,  OHIO.  The  Laymen's  Public  Program  h 
scheduled  for  the  morning  of  August  16th,  with  the  Pas- 
tor,  Brother  Percy  C.   Miller,  bringing  the  message. 

HOWE,  INDIANA,  BRIGHTON  CHAPEL.  Brother 
Smith  F.  Rose  was  the  "Chapel  Time"  speaker  over 
radio  station  WSTR,  the  week  of  August  3rd. 

UDELL,  IOWA.  Brother  Francis  Berkshire  was  guest 
speaker,  Sunday  morning  August  2nd,  in  the  Fairview 
Church  of  the  .Brethren,  in  Udell.  A  difference  in  the 
hours  of  worship  made  it  possible  for  Brother  Berkshire 
to  speak  in  this  church  and  in  his  own  service  of  that 
morning. 


ATTENTION:   LITERATURE  SECRETARIES 
AND  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  SUPERINTENDENTS 

Fourih    Quarter  Order   Blanks   have    been    mailed.     If  you 
fail  to  receive  one,  please  notify  the  office. 

BE  SURE  TO  RETURN  THEM  AS  SOON  AS  POSSIBLE 
to  Insure  receiving  your  Sunday  School  supplies  on  time. 
ORDER  NOW.  AND  AVOID  DELAY. 

The  Brethren  Publishing  Company, 
Ashland,   Ohio. 
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Human  Limitations 


TME  OTHER  EVENING,  in  our  Bible  Study  medita- 
tion, the  thought  came  to  us  of  the  limitations  of 
man.  Even  though  man  considers  himself  pretty  power- 
ful with  all  his  advanced  machinery  and  atomic  bombs, 
and  super  jets,  yet  a  sober  outlook  will  convince  us  that 
man  is  not  unlimited  as  to  what  he  can  do. 

The  most  outstanding  passage  of  scripture  which  bears 
this  out  is  the  90th  Psalm.  These  words,  attributed  to 
Moses,  point  out  the  fact  that  man  is  nothing  without 
God.  The  tenth  verse  reminds  us  that,  "The  days  of  our 
years  are  threescore  years  and  ten;  and  if  by  reason  of 
strength  they  be  fourscore  years,  yet  is  their  strength 
labor  and  sori-ow;  for  it  is  soon  cut  off,  and  we  fly 
away."  We  are  told  also  that  the  years,  as  we  count 
them  are  like  grass  which  flourisheth  and  is  then  cut 
down,  and  are  no  more. 

We  have  often  considered  the  folly  of  those  who  will 
build  for  this  life  as  if  they  intended  to  stay  on  forever. 
Many  times  we  have  seen  those  who  were  such  minded, 
cut  off,  and  all  for  which  they  had  lived,  passed  on  to 
others.  None  of  us,  no  matter  how^  important  we  are  in 
life,  can  add  one  second  of  time  to  our  life.  As  James 
says  in  his  epistle,  chapter  3,  verse  14,  "Whereas  ye 
know  not  what  shall  be  on  the  morrow.  For  what  is  your 
life  ?  It  is  even  a  vapour,  that  appeareth  for  a  little  time, 
and  then  vanisheth  away." 

Again,  Matthew  5:36  reminds  us  that  no  matter  how 
powerful  we  are,  we  cannot  m,ake  one  hair  white  or  black 
(except  artificially),  and  in  Matthew  6:27,  we  are  told 
that  we  cannot  add  one  cubit  to  oui-  stature.  These  few 
examples   deifinitely   point   out   the    limitations    of  man. 

Wise  is  the  man  who  realizes  his  limitations.  For  God 
can  use  such  a  man,  or  woman,  or  young  person.  A  lot 
of  good  talent  for  the  Lord  has  gone  to  waste  because 
individuals  have  proceeded  on  the  intoxication  of  their 
own  abilities,  possessions,  and  well  wishes  of  friends. 
The  Lord  cannot  use  a  person  until  that  person  realizes 
his  limitations. 

Our  life  is  in  the  hands  of  God.  All  that  we  have,  or 
all  that  we  are,  is  to  be  given  to  Him,  in  dedication  and 
sei'V'ice.  Then  He  can  use  us  to  His  glory,  and  to  the 
advance  of  His  work,  even  though  we  be  lacking  in  many 
desirable  qualities. 

We  have  noted  many  times  that  the  Lord  does  not 
always  use  the  strongest,  nor  the  most  talented,  nor  the 
most  promising  people  to  do  His  work.  He  uses  those 
who,  in   spite  of  their  human  limitations,  are  yielded  to 


Him.  Paul  says,  "I  can  do  all  things  through  Christ 
which  sti-engtheneth  me."  Here  was  the  secret  of  Paul's 
victorious  life  for  Christ.  Not  in  his  own  power,  but  in 
the  power  of  God,  did  he  do  all  the  wonderful  things 
for  God. 

Far  too  much  today,  we  feel,  the  church  and  the  indi- 
vidual has  not  recognized  their  limitations.  This  has  re- 
sulted in  weaknesses  in  the  church  and  in  the  individual. 
At  the  scene  of  the  building  of  the  great  tower  of  Babel, 
the  construction  company  put  out  their  sign  to  the  effect 
that  they  were  going  to  build  a  tower  unto  heaven.  Em- 
ployment was  at  a  record  peak.  Anyone  who  wanted  a 
job  could  receive  full  time  work.  So  the  construction  was 
started.  Here  was  to  be  the  master  work  of  the  ages — 
a  tower  to  heaven.  All  went  well  until  they  reached  their 
human  limit.  God  said,  "No"  to  them.  Here  was  a  people 
who  thought  to  do  more  than  they  could.  They  trusted  in 
their   own   strength,   and   we   well    see  the   result. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  disciples  showed  what  could  be 
done  by  a  group  of  people  who  willingly  recognized  their 
own  human  limitations,  and  trusted  in  God.  One  of  the 
last  things  Jesus  told  the  disciples  was  that  "Ye 
shall  receive  power,  after  that  the  Holy  Ghost  is  come 
upon  you."  Jesus  told  them  to  not  go  forth  until  they  had 
received  that  power.  The  Pentecost  revival  indicates  what 
can  be  done  through  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in 
men's  hearts.  The  conversion  of  the  Ethiopian  eunuch 
shows  what  can  be  done.  How  much  right  would  Phillip, 
in  his  human  limitations,  have  had  to  get  up  into  the 
chariot  of  this  high  Ethiopian  Treasurer?  But  in  the 
strength  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Phillip  was  permitted  to 
enter  the  chariot  and  to  preach  Christ. 

WHERE   DO   WE   STAND  TODAY?     Let    us    not    be 

lifted  up  by  the  vanity  of  good  organization,  good 
churches,  good  plans.  Let  us  i-ather  realize  that  were  it 
not  for  God's  blessings,  we  would  be  as  nothing.  Let  us 
realize  that  we  are  living  our  years  as  a  tale  that  is 
told,  and  that  we  must  live  those  years  for  Christ.  All 
of  our  church  organization,  church  plans,  and  operations 
are  woi'thless,  unless  approved  and  empowered  by  God. 
A  noted  radio  minister  recently  said  that  many  people's 
religion  is  like  a  corpse  laid  out  for  a  funeral — beautiful 
to  look  at,  but  containing-  no  life.'"  Thus  is  all  our  work 
for   Christ  if  it   is   done   only  with   human   limitations. 

Is  yours  a  lifeless  religion?  Are  you  doing  work  in 
the  chui'ch  on  your  own  strength  ?  Is  the  lack  of  pix^gi^e^s 
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Kach  of  the  cliapters  of  the  Gospel  of  John  contain  a 
word  picture  of  Christ.  Twenty-one  Brethren  ministers 
present,  in  this  series  of  devotional  articles  the  "develop- 
ment" of  these  pictures,  chapter  by  chapter.  We  urge  you 
to  read  each  chapter,  and  each  of  the  articles  as  they 
appear;  thereby  coming  to  a  deeper  understandinig  of  our 
Saviour.  His  purpose,  and  His  work. — W.  S.  B. 


0.   Chnst    'Jlw  Light   Of  Ihe   World 

Ri'v.  1  [uvbi'ii  //.  Ivowsiy  Text:  John  Q:l'25 


TX  THE  NINTH  CHAPTER  of  the  Gospel  ac- 
cording to  St.  John  \V2  see  Christ,  "The  Light 
of  the  World."  bringing  physical  and  spiritual 
light  to  a  man  born  blind.  Just  before  perform- 
fng  this  marvelous  miracle  He  said  to  the  disci- 
ples, "I  am  the  light  of  the  world."  He  had  used 
similar  words  before.  So  had  those  who  had  pre- 
dicted that  He  would  come  into  the  earth-life. 
Isaiah  had  said,  "The  people  that  walk  in  dark- 
ness have  seen  a  great  light."  St.  John  says,  "In 
him  was  life;  and  the  life  was  the  light  of  men." 
And  here  in  the  fifth  vers-e  of  this  ninth  chapter 
Christ  says,  "I  am  the  light  of  the  world." 

This  chapter  reveals  that  "The  Light  of  the 
World"  brought  intellectual  light  to  His  disciples. 
Apparently  they  had  concluded  that  all  physical 
suffering  resulted  from  sin,  when  they  asked, 
"who  did  sin,  this  man  or  his  parents,  that  he 
was  born  blind?  Jesus  answered,  neither  this 
man  sinned,  nor  his  parents."  (9:2-.3a).  We  are 
in  the  dark  when  we  seek  answers  to  many  ques- 
tions such  as  the  di.sciples  asked  until  "The  Light 
of  the  World"  brings  light  on  the  subject.  There 
ai^  tho.se  who  feel  that  Jesus  wanted  to  leave 
them  in  the  dark  on  this  subject.  They  conclude 
that  Jesus  was  out  of  sympathy  with  the  ((ues- 
t'on  when  He  said,  "I  mu.st  work  the  works  of 
Him  that  senit  me,  while  it  is  day"  and  then 
hastened  on  to  the  miracle  of  healing.  But  I  be- 
lieve that  is  reading  too  much  into  this  passage 
of  Scripture. 

I  believe  "Th-a  Light  of  the  World"  was  bring- 
ing intellectual  light    when    He    said,    "Neither 


sinned,"  and  when  He  taught  more  fully  on  other 
occasions  that  all  physical  suffering  does  not 
come  because  of  sin.  He  is  so  interested  in  bring- 
ing intellectual  light  for  He  so  created  us  that 
"we  can  think  God's  thoughts  after  Him."  But 
He  plainly  showed  that  intellectual  speculation  on 
why  men  suffer  is  not  enough. 

Here  we  find  "The  Light  of  the  World"  throw- 
ing a  light  down  the  pathway  of  service.  In  heal- 
ing the  man  born  blind  He  showed  his  early  dis- 
ciples, and  us,  that  seeing  human  need  should  call 
forth  service,  not  just  speculation  nor  just  sym- 
pathy. I  have  tried  to  imagine  the  life  lived  by 
friends  who  do  not  have  physical  sight.  I  have 
closed  my  eyes  and  tried  to  get  around  my  study 
without  the  help  of  my  physical  eyes.  By  doing 
this  I  was  enabled  to  more  fully  sympathize  with 
my  blind  friends.  But  it  was  better  for  these 
friends  when  I  turned  from  speculation  and 
sympathy  and  sought  to  serve  them. 

"The  Light  of  the  World"  sought  to  serve  the 
blind  man  by  bringing  physical  light.  He  had  the 
power  to  do  this,  for  he  shared  in  the  Creation. 
John  tells  us,  "All  things  were  made  by  Him  and 
without  Him  was  not  anything  made  that  was 
made."  (St.  John  1:3).  He  delighted  in  bringing 
light  to  lives  darkened  by  physical  suffering  as 
He  ministered  among  men  in  the  days  of  His 
flesh.  But  He  came  to  bring  more  than  intellec- 
tual and  physical  light.  1 

"The  Light  of  the  World"  came  to  bring  spir- 
itual light.  We  see  this  spiritual  light  coming  to 
the  man  born  blind  as  a  result  of  his  contacts 


AUGUST  15,  1953 


PAGE  FIVE 


with  the  Christ.  First  he  reported  his  heaUn^  as 
coming  from  "the  man  that  is  called  Jesus." 
(9:11).  Then  he  said  to  others,  "He  is  a 
Prophet."  But  during  his  conversation  with 
Christ  he  was  asked,  "Dost  thou  believe  on  the 
Son  of  God?"  (vs.  35).  "And  he  said.  Lord,  1 
bfc'liev3."     (vs.  38). 

There  are  those  today  who  are  saying,  "He  was 
a  good  man";  or,  "He  was  a  Prophet."  But  "The 
Light  of  the  World"  cannot  bring  light  to  our 
lives  until  we  acknowledge  Him  as  the  Son  of 
God  and  accept  Him  as  our  Saviour.  Without 
Him  we  are  lost! 

1  shall  never  forget  the  tragic  story  of  the 
young  lady  who  became  lost  from  her  compan- 
ions in  the  darkness  of  a  mountain  cave,  'i'hey 
went  back  into  the  cave  and  found  her  within  a 
few  minutes.  But  she  said  to  them,  "1  am  lost." 
They  took  her  out  into  the  sunshine  and  she 
looked  at  them  and  said,  "I  am  lost."  They  took 
her  to  hsr  home  and  as  she  looked  into  the  faces 
of  her  loved  ones  she  continued  to  say,  "I  am 
lost."  They  were  compelled  to  put  her  in  a  mental 
institution  and  all  she  ever  said  were  the  words, 
"I  am  lost."  H  being  lost  but  a  few  minutes  in 
the  darkness  of  that  cave  would  cause  that  young- 
lady  to  lose  her  reason,  what  horror  it  should  re- 
veal to  us  when  we  think  of  those  lost  in  the 
darkness  of  sin.  Such  persons  are  lost  from  "The 
Light  of  the  World,"  eternally  separated  from 
God  and  all  that  is  good. 

Sin  is  w^orse  than  any  physical  afflicticn 
known  to  mankind.  It  is  worse  than  any  conta- 
gious disease.  It  is  worse  than  cancer.  It  is  worse 
than  polio  or  any  type  of  paralysis.  It  is  worse 
than  any  scourge  or  plague.  For  it  brings  spirit- 
ual blindness  and  darkness  to  human  lives.  But 
this  darkness  can  be  dispelled  by  "The  Light  of 
the  World."  He  brings  light  and  life  v.hich  be- 
gins with  what  He  calls  "a  new  birth."  Else- 
where in  the  Scriptures  this  transforming  expe- 
rience is  described  as  a  "passing  from  death  into 
life."  From  the  darkness  of  spiritual  death  Christ 
brings  us  into  the  light  of  the  more  abundant 
life.  This  life  brings  the  highest  happiness  which 
human  hearts  can  have  and  a  peace  which  pass- 
eth  human  understanding.  It  brings  the  guidance 
of  God  in  all  the  affairs  of  life.  Christ  said,  "He 
that  followeth  me  shall  not  walk  in  darkness." 

We  may  never  fully  understand  NX'hy  physical 
blindness  is  permitted  by  a  loving  Heavenly  Fa- 
ther. But  we  have  seen  marvelous  manifestations 


of  the  works  of  God  in  such  live.s.  Puicall  the 
story  ol'  th<i  man  who  .said,  "I  nev<;r  could  see 
until  I  became  blind."  Ho  meant  that  when  he 
Ix'camf!  blind  he  finally  came  to  a  realization  of 
his  spiritual  Ijlindnoss,  and  as  a  result  found 
"1^ho  Light  of  the  World." 

One  of  the  greatest  scienti-sts  and  di.scoverei's 
of  the  seci-ets  of  the  universe  has  .said,  "The 
greatest  discovery  1  ever  made  was  when  1  dis- 
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Missionary    Department 


RADIO  EVANGELISM— ARGENTINA 

(The  followins  paragraphs  were  taken  froan  a  letter  to 
Rob  Byler  from  !larold  E.  Stacey,  who  has  charge  of  a 
radio  program  (Adolanle  Jiiventud)  in  which  Kob  took 
an  active  part.  Ihe  Adelante  Jiiventud,  a  half-hour  pro- 
gram once  a  week,  went  out  from  a  Iruguay  station. 
tiending:  Chri-itian  nnisic  and  a  message  to  a  vast  audi- 
ence.) 

.  .  .  Adelante  Juventud  (our  radio 
program)  is  going  strong  and  en- 
larging every  day  with  deep  grat- 
itude to  the  Lord.  Many  write  ex- 
pressing their  pleasure  in  our 
program.  I  have  made  up  a  new 
slructui-e  to  the  programs  which 
gives  them  a  t«p  quality.  Letters 
immediately  doubled  their  quan- 
tity; so  that  is  the  best  proof  of 
the  acceptance  the  progiam  has. 
We  receive  letters  from  all  over 
Uruguay,  southern  parts  of  Brazil,  Paraguay,  Chile,  Ha- 
vana, Cuba  and  from  all  over  the  Argentine — from  north 
to  south.  Many  souls  have  been  saved  and  a  great  many 
interested. 

Last  week  we  received  another  letter  from  a  Roman 
Catholic  nun.  This  one  is  a  Mother  Superior,  who  has 
quite  a  number  of  nuns  under  her  care  and  also  a  hos- 
pital. She  says  in  her  letter  which  is  written  on  official 
stationery  and  signed  and  sealed  by  her  the  following: 
"The  patients  of  this  hospital  tune  every  Sunday  to  your 
radio  pi-ogram  and  would  much  appieciate  if  you  would 
kindly  send  New  Testaments  as  were  offered  with 
.selected  Psalms  for  the  folks  here." 

A  father  of  a  young  girl  who  was  saved  last  year  as 
a  result  of  our  radio  program  has  also  accepted  Christ 
as  his  Savior,  just  three  weeks  ago  after  one  of  oui' 
program  relea.ses.  Many  letters  keep  pouring  in  from 
eager  listeners. 

Folks  ju.st  ask  the  point-blank  question:  "I  want  to  bo 
saved;  will  you  help  me?"  One  mother  writes:  "I  am 
praying  to  God  that  I,  my  husband  and  two  little  girls 
may  all  meet  in  heaven.  Your  program  last  Sunday 
reached  the  depths  of  my  heart;  please  send  me  the  New 
Testament  so  that  I  may  be  saved." 

A  girl  from  .Santa  Fe  writes  :"Having  leceived  Chri.st 
as  my  Savior,  I  feel  ever  so  much  bettei-  off  now,  and 
I  .say  it  from  the  depth  of  my  heart.  Will  you  help  me 
to  know  more  of  the  Lord  Jesus?  Please  send  me  the 
New  Testament." 

Well,  we  feel  that  God  is  working.  I  feel  that  we  are 
just  at  the  beginning  of  gi-eat  things.  The  seed  .sown  is 
taking  roots  and  souls  are  breaking  down  and  giving 
themselves  to  Christ.  Only  Eternity  will  reveal  to  us  all 
in  that  day  the  true  results  of  this  work  for  our  Lord. 


We  have  a  potential  audience  in  just  this  one  station 
of  well  over  twenty  million  souls,  every  time  we  go  on 
the  air.  If  only  one  in  1000  listens  in,  it  means  an  audi- 
ence of  20,000  souls.  When  and  how  are  we  to  get  to- 
gether down  in  these  parts  a  listening  audience  of  this 
size  except  by  radio?  Never!  Yet  we  are  reaching  them 
in  the  very  heart  of  their  homes,  near  the  fireside,  in  bed, 
in  the  kitchen,  etc. 

We  received  a  letter  from  a  good  Christian  lady  last 
month  who  lives  about  800  kilometers  away,  who  on  her 
way  home  after  their  Sunday  evening  sei-vice  w,as  pass- 
ing a  bar.  To  her  surprise  she  heard  coming  out  of  it 
the  voice  of  a  tenor  singing  in  Spanish  that  old  and  well- 
known  hymn,  "The  Old  Rugged  Cross."  A  number  of 
men  were  drinking  in  silence,  listening  to  the  radio;  it 
was  our  program  "Adelante  Juventud."  She  says  they 
went  home  and  prayed  for  the  salvation  of  these  men. 

It  is  surprising  where  the  station  is  reaching,  yet  com- 
ing in  like  a  local  station.  It  is  wonderful!  Keep  praying. 
God  is  working!  Many  souls  are  being  saved.  Only  Eter- 
nity will  show  us  the  fruits  of  this. 


OUR  GRATITUDE 

We  have  been  pleased  with  the  way  the  churches  have  • 
responded  to  the  deputation  work  of  Reverend  and  Mrs. ; 
Robert  Byler,  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Glenn  Shank  and  Rev- 
erend and  Mrs.  Kenneth  Solomon  during  these  summer 
months.  The  crowds  in  most  cases  have  not  been  large, 
but  a  growing  interest  in  the  missionary  program  of  the 
Brethren   Church   has   been   manifested   in   many  ways. 

The  cooperation  of  the  pastors  in  helping  to  arrange 
the  itineraries  of  these  missionaries  and  missionary  can- 
didates has  been  excellent.  Some  have  accepted  dates  in 
the  face  of  obstacles,  and  we  wish  to  commend  them  for 
the  fine  spirit  with  which  they  have  done  so.  Others,  be- 
cause of  conflicts,  were  unable  to  accept  suggested  dates, 
but  with  regrets  in  every  case.  It  is  our  prayer  that  this 
fine  cooperation  may  continue  for  it  brings  blessings  to 
our  work. 


MISSIONARY  EMPHASIS 

Is  your  church  emphasizing  missions  at  least  once  a 
month  in  the  worship  service?  Sunday  school?  or  mid- 
week service?  Is  there  a  systematic  and  well-planned 
program  ?  Are  there  several  people  involved  in  the  plan- 
ning and  execution  of  the  program?  Is  it  reaching  all 
age  groups  within  the  church? 

If  your  church  does  not  have  a  missionaiy  emphasis 
program,  begin  now  to  build  one.  It  is  no  disgrace  to 
begin  in  a  small  way — you  will  have  opportunity  to 
grow.  By  all  means  make  a  beginning! 
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The  Faith  of  the  Gospel 


By  Dr.   C.   F.   Yoder 


This  book  i.s  outstanding  in  its  treatment  of  those  precious  doc- 
trines and  ordinances  so  vital  to  our  faith,  as  Christians,  and  as 
.Brethren. 

It  is  full  of  scripture  references,  thus  presenting  scriptural  p.jwer 

for  the  statements  of  the  authoi-. 

This  book  is  so  outlined  that  it  lends  itself  to  use  in  daily  Bible 
study,  and  in  Prayer  Meeting  and  Bible  Study  groups. 

Carefully  studied,  it  will  piove  a  wonderful  lefresher  course  for 
Brethren  as  they  ponder  the  deejier  convictions  of  our  faith. 

Pastors  will  find  it  profitable  to  hand  each  prospective  church 
member,  or  each  new  member  a  copy  of  this  book. 

For  these  reasons,  the  cost  has  been  kept  very  low. 

The  Price:  65c  each,  plus  10c  for  mailing  costs. 

55c   each,   in    lots   of  one   dozen   or   more,    plus    25c     for 
mailing  costs. 

Order  today,  for  yourself,  for  your  friends,  for  piospective  mem- 
bers, and  for  use  in  your  Bible  Study  Classes. 

THE  BRETHREN   PUBLISHNG   COMPANY 

524  College   Ave.,   Ashland,   Ohio. 
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THE  EDITOR'S  PULPIT 

HUMAN  LIMITATIONS 

(Continued  from  Page  3) 

1  1  M..i..;,.i,,MMMi.i..i..t,.i..i..i..i.,;..i..i..i..i..M,  I  I  I  I  M  tl  1  I  I  1  1  1  I 

in  your  church  due  to  the  weakness  of  human  limita- 
tions ?  This  too  often  is  the  case,  and  it  leads  to  closed 
churches,   discouragement,   loss  of  interest  and  failure. 

What  needs  to  be  done  in  a  case  like  that  is  to  pray 
for  the  power  of  the  Spirit.  This  is  accomplished  when 
men  and  v^^omen  will  yield  themselves,  forsake  sin,  and 
seek  His  will.  Then  the  Lord  can  take  the  poor,  lisping, 
stammering  tongues  and  make  great  preachers  out  of 
them.  It  is  amazing  what  the  Lord  can  do  with  people 
w-ho  have  human  limitations.  It  is,  of  course,  amazing 
to  see  what  He  cannot  do  with  those  who  believe  they 
have  no  human  limitations.  We  would  rather  be  one,  with 
human  limitations  recognized,  and  in  the  Spirit  of  God, 
than  one  who  felt  he  had  no  such  limitations,  and  sought 
to  work  in  the  church  without  the  Spirit.  Wouldn't  you? 

So,  let's  seek  the  will  and  the  power  of  the  Spirit  in 
our  lives.  It  will,  no  doubt,  take  hours  of  prayer  upon  our 
knees,  but  we  shall  arise  in  power  and  strength  to  serve 
Him  through  the  years  of  life. — W.  S.  B. 


ITINERARY  OF  THE 
AMBASSADOR'S  QUARTET 

Quartet    Personnel:    Charles    Huff.    Ronald    Ritchey.    Wil- 
liam   Curtis,  Glenn  (irumbling 

HIGHLAND — Sunday  morning,  August  16th. 
CAMERON — Sunday  evening,  August  l(3th.     - 
AKRON — Sunday  evening,  Aug^ust  23rd.  .         . . 
VINCO — Monday  evening,  August  24th. 
SERGEANTSVILLE— Wednesday  evening.  August  26th. 
GEORGETOWN— Thursday   evening,   August  27th. 
WASHINGTON— Friday   evening,  August   2Sth. 
HAGERSTOWN— Sunday    morning.    August    30th. 
WAYNESBORO— Sunday  evening,  August   30th. 
ST.  JAMES — IMonday  evening,  August  31st. 
ST.    LUKE — Thursday   evening.   September  3i-d. 
BETHLEHEM— Sunday    morning    September    Gth. 
MT.   OLIVE — Sunday  evening,   September  6th. 
MATHIAS— Tuesday   evening,    September   8th. 
OAK   HILL — Thursday   evening.    September   lOtli. 
TERRA  ALT  A— Friday  evening.   September  11th. 
LOST    CREEK— Satui-day-Monday,    Septejnber    12th-14th. 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


Young  Men  and  Boys' 
Brotherhood  Program 

IVrc)  C.  Miller 
Month  of  SoptembtT 

Topic — "Thomas" 

Scripture    Reading— John    11:11-1(5;    Uio-S;   20:24-29;    21; 

1-2. 

1.  Although  the  name  of  Thomas  appears  on  all  tho 
lists  of  the  first  disciples  called  by  Jesus,  and  is  always 
coupled  with  that  of  Matthew,  the  earliest  mention  of 
him  with  any  distinctive  detail  revealing  his  personality 
is  that  given  in  the  Gospel  of  John  in  connection  with 
the  resuri-oction  of  Lazarus.  Heie  his  devotion  to  Jesus 
is  most  intense  but  his  insight  into  Jesus'  power  is  lim- 
ited. 

2.  Jesus  had  been  summoned  to  Bethaijy  by  the  news 
of  Lazarus'  critical  illness.  In  Judea  the  hostility  to  him 
had  grown  into  alarming  proportions.  Going  as  near  Jer- 
usalem as  the  village  of  Bethany,  Jesus  would  incur  very 
serious  risks  of  being  seized  by  the  rulers.  And,  this 
would  mean  danger  to  his  own  life  and  probably  also  the 
lives  of  those  who  might  be  in  his  company.  In  the  cir- 
cumstances, as  Thomas  heard  of  Jesus'  decision  to  go  to 
Bethany,  he  realized  the  peril  in  which  he  would  be  put. 
But  so  strong  was  his  loyal  attachment  to  his  Master 
and  Friend  that  rather  than  see  him  face  the  danger 
alone  he  decided  to  go  with  him  and  urged  his  fellow 
disciples:   "Let  us  also  go,  that  we  may  die  with  him." 

3.  The  next  woixls  of  Thomas  that  are  lecorded  show 
the  same  traits  of  character.  They  are  in  the  form  of  a 
remark  interjected  almost  at  the  very  beginning  of  the 
farewell  discour.se  of  Jesus  to  His  immediate  circle  of 
disciples.  The  crisis  had  reached  the  limit  of  its  acute- 
ness.  Jesus  felt  that  He  must  make  as  intimate  a  self- 
revelation  as  was  possible.  He  spoke  of  His  going 
from  them.  But  relying  on  their  knowledge  of  His  life 
mission  and  plan  He  said,  "Whithei-  I  go,  ye  know  the 
way."  Of  course,  there  weie  others  among  them  whom 
these  words  mystified.  .But  it  was  Thomas  that  broke 
into  the  speech  of  Jesus  with,  "Lord  we  know  not 
whither  thou  goest;  how  know  we  the  way?"  Again  it 
was  strong  attachment  to  the  Master,  but  dim  insight 
into  His  mind. 

4.  But  the  most  familiar  of  all  Thomas'  appearances 
in  the  story  of  Jesus'  life  is  that  which  followed  the  re.s- 
urrection  of  the  Master.  When  Jesus  made  Himself 
known  to  the  ten  in  their  frightened  .seclusion,  Thomas 
was  ab.sent.  His  absence,  however,  was  not  due  to  any 
desire  to  repudiate  the  company  of  his  friends  oi-  thf 
memory  of  Jesus.  He  was  probably  detained  by  some 
casual  int€rferf;ncp  of  pressing  business.  Almost  imme- 
diately he  retumod  to  the  group.  And  as  they  told  him 
that  Jesus  had  ri.sen  from  the  tomb,  his  positive  stand 
was  expressed  in  the  words:  "Except  I  shall  see  in  his 
hands  the  prints  of  the  nails,  and  put  my  hand  in  his 
side,  I  will  not  believe," 

5.  On  the  ground  of  this   declaration   Thomas  has   al- 


ways been  held  up  as  the  typical  doubter.  But  as 
doubter  he  was  honest.  He  could  not  go  back  on  whal 
his  i-eason  demanded.  Jesus  found  no  fault  with  him  foi 
this.  For  there  was  no  fault  of  character  which  Jesuf 
condemned  more  severely  than  hypocrisy.  Jesus  rewardec 
the  loyalty  of  the  doubter  by  giving  him  the  evidence  he 
had  asked  for.  And  Thomas  acclaimed  Him  as  his  "Lord 
and  God."  Underneath  Thomas'  intellectual  faith  there 
was  a  real  foundation  of  faith,  the  faith  of  the  person 
who  is  willing  to  take  risks  with  Christ  even  though  he 
can  not  give  assent  to  what  he  does  not  see  of  the  truth 
which  is  in  him. 


''Christ,  The  Light  of  the  World" 
(Continued  from  page  5) 

covered  Christ  as  my  personal  Saviour."  That 
has  been  the  conclusion  of  all  who  have  found 
that  Christ  is  truly  "The  Light  of  the  World." 
We  should  allow  this  Light  to  illuminate  our  lives 
and  shine  through  us  to  others.  Then  we  will  be 
fulfilling  the  words  of  Jesus  when  He  said,  "Let 
your  light  so  shine  before  men,  that  they  may  see 
your  good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father  which 
is  in  heaven." 

Truly  the  hymn  writer  expresses  the  sentiment 
of  our  souls  when  he  says, 

Fair  Light  of  the  World,  Thy  beauty 
Shall  steal  into  every  heart ; 
It  sweetly  adorns  with  duty 
Life's  poorest  and  lowliest  part ; 
Thou  robest  in  matchless  splendor 
The  simple  ways  of  men, 
And  helpest  them  all  to  i-ender 
That  light  back  to  Thee  again. 

Mild  Light  of  the  World,  before  Thee 
In  homage  we  humbly  fall ; 
We  worship,  we  magnify  Thee, 
Lord  Jesus,  the  life  of  all. 
With  whom  there  is  no  forgetting 
Of  all  Thine  hand  hath  made; 
Whose  rising  shall  have  no  setting. 
Whose  sunshine  shall  have  no  shade. 

Clear  Light  of  the  World,  illumine 

This  sin-darkened  world  of  Thine 

Until  everything  that's  human 

Is  filled  with  a  light  divine; 

Until  every  tongue  and  nation 

From  sin's  dominion  free. 

Arise  in  the  new  creation 

That  springeth   from  love  and  Thee. 


-Milledgeville,  111. 


AUGUST  15,  1953 


I' AGE  MN'f: 


At  its  meeting  on  June  10,  1953,  the  Boai'd  of  TiuKtees 
of  Ashland  College  .approved  the  granting  of  a  fellow- 
ship of  $2,000  to  .Brother  Charles  Munson  for  graduate 
study  in  Church  Relations  and  New  Testament  for  the 
academic  year  1953-54.  The  fellowship  includes  the  call- 
ing of  Brother  JMimson  to  a  full-time  position  beginning 
September  1,  1954. 

Brother  Munson  is  well-known  in  the  Brethren  Church 
as  a  dynamic  leader  of  youth.  He  was  graduated  from 
Ashland  College  in  1947  with  the  degree  Bachelor  of  Aits 
and  in  1952  the  Bachelor  of  Divinity  was  conferred  upon 
him.  As  National  Youth  Director  he  has  demonstrated 
his  deep  Christian  convictions  and  unswerving  loyalty 
to  the  Brethren  Church.  His  popularity  and  genuine 
Christian  sincerity  among  young  and  old  alike  fit  him 
well  for  work  among  the  future  ministers  of  the  Breth- 
ren Chuich. 

Ashland  College  considers  itself  fortunate  to  have  a 
person  of  Brother  Munson's  talents  on  the  staff.  We 
look  forward  to  greater  service  to  the  church  in  the 
years    ahead   because   of  the   service   of  men   like   him. 

— Glenn  L.  Clayton. 


Rev.  Charles  R.  Munson  has  sei-ved  as  the  National 
Brethren  Youth  Director  for  the  last  five  years,  having 
assumed  this  position  with  Brethren  Youth,  Inc.,  in  Sep- 
tember 1948.  His  work  in  this  capacity  is  well  known  to 
all  Brethren.  Hundreds  of  young  people,  and  youth  lead- 
ers will  be  sorry  to  see  him  leave  this  position,  consent- 
ing to  seeing  him  leave  only  by  the  knowledge  that  he 
will  be  serving  the  church  in  another  active  and  impor- 
tant field  of  service. 

"Charlie,"  as  he  is  known  in  the  hearts  and  on  the  lip.^ 
of  the  Brethren  everywhere,  has  worked  in  excellent  co- 
operation with  the  Brethren  Youth  Board,  and  they  with 
him.  This  has  resulted  in  the  great  advance  which  Breth- 
ren Youth,  Inc.,  has  made  during  these  years.  The  rec- 
ord of  his  untiring  efforts  is  well  written  in  the  hearts 
and  lives  of  the  Brethren. 

Before  coming  to  the  Youth  Board,  Brother  Mur.son 
served  as  Pastor  of  the  Williamstown  and  Gretna  (Ohio) 
Churches  for  a  period  of  three  years. 

We  wish  him  "God-speed"  and  pray  God's  blessing  ui>on 
him  as  he  enters  this  new  field  of  service  to  Christ  and 
the  Brethren  Church. 

A  successor  to  Brother  Munson  in  the  positiori  of 
Youth  Director,  will  probably  be  announced  by  the  Na- 
tional Brethren  Youth  Boai'd  during  Conference  wc*ek. — 
(W.  S.  B.  Editor) 


INDIANA  W.  M.  S,  LEADS  THE  WAY 


For  some  months  now,  we  have  been  urging  the  Breth- 
ren to  subscribe  to  THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST,  be- 
lieving that  a  reading  people  becomes  a  more  united  and 
a  better  woi-king  people. 

Our  ultimate  goal,  of  course,  is  that  THE  EVANGE- 
LIST shall  be  in  every  Brethren  home.  To  reach  this  goal, 
there  must  be  the  full  cooperation  of  every  church  offi- 
cial and  Pastor.  It  cannot  be  done  from  this  end,  except 
as  we  seek  to  turn  out  a  paper  which  is  interesting  and 
helpful  to  the  readers.  The  work  must  be  done  in  the 
local  areas. 

Enthusiasm,  plans,  and  effort  must  stem  from  the 
churches  and  church  groups,  whereby  new  subscriptions 
shall  be  secured,  and  churches  shall  go  lOO'"!.  Reports 
coming  in  from  many  areas  indicate  that  there  is  a  de- 


sire to  reach  this  goal,  and  in  some  places  plans  are  be- 
ing effected  to  bring  this  to  pass. 

THE  INDIANA  DISTRICT  WOMAN'S  MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY  has  taken  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  In 
adopting  their  District  goals  for  the  new  year,  at  their 
recent  Conference,  they  adopted  as  goal  4.  '"THE 
BRETHREN  EVANGELIST"  in  the  home  of  every  W. 
M.  S.  Member." 

W'e  commend  the  Indiana  District  W.  M.  S.  for  their 
forward  looking  vision.  We  believe  this  is  a  step  in  the 
right  direction,  bringing  us  nearer  to  the  final  goal  of 
a  better  working,  more  united  church  for  Christ  through 
our  church  paper  being  in  every   Brethren  home. 

CONGRATULATIONS!  Indiana  District  W.  M.  S. 
members.  May  your  faith  and  works  be  copied  by  the 
other  Districts  of  our  beloved  church. — W.  S.  B.,  Editor. 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIS':i 


"The  Union  Signal,"  W.  C.  T.  U.  Magazine, 

Honors  Mrs.  Miller  Kyger 


"The  L'nion  Signal,"  National  Woman's  Christian  Tem- 
pei-ance  Union  Magazine,  gives  recognition  to  the  work 
of  one  of  our  fine  Bi-ethren  women,  namely,  Mrs.  Miller 
Kyger,  Grottoes,  Virginia.  Mrs.  Kyger  is  a  member  of 
the  Ml.  Olive  Brethren  Church,  McGaheysville,  Virginia, 
of  which  Brother  John  F.  Locke  is  the  Pastor. 

Following  is  the  article  as  it  appeared  in  "The  Union 
Signal:" 


One  day  Mrs.  Miller  Kyger,  Grottoes,  Virginia,  who  is 
sponsor  of  the  Rockingham  County  YTC,  ordered  the 
playlet  entitled  "The  Blue  Angel"  from  the  WCTU 
Publishing  House.  Little  did  she  know  how  many  audi- 
ences would  eventually  see  it.  It  seems  that  the  Blue 
.\ngel  is  tireless  about  going  places,  and  its  flight  has 
been  a  happy  one.  The  angel  may  be  blue,  but  the  young 
people  who  have  been  producing  it  most  assuredly  are 
not!  Originally  they  hoped  to  make  some  money  toward 
the  eventual  purchase  of  a  good  sound  motion  picture 
projector  and  screen.  Now  that  this  is  in  sight,  they  will 
probably  work  for  the  purchase  of  films  to  be  used  in 
tempei-ance  education   in   various  schools  and  churches. 

The  playlet  has  a  Christmas  setting;  so  a  tree  with 
lights  on  it  is  one  of  the  necessary  stage  properties. 
However,  Christmas  came  and  went  a  long  time  ago,  but 
Mrs.  Kyger  and  her  young  friends  are  still  putting  up 
and  taking  down  Christmas  trees!  "The  Blue  Angel" 
continues  to  be  in  demand.  At  the  Mid-Year  YTC  Con- 
vention in  Richmond  it  was  presented.  That  was  on 
.March  20,  and  already  fall  dates  are  being  booked.  It 
begins  to  look  as  though  the  angel  will  have  a  long 
flight,  or  run.  Literally  thousands  have  seen  it  in  some 
church  or  school  in  Rockingham,  Greene,  Augusta,  or 
Shenandoah  Counties.  The  demand  for  it  has  been  so 
great  that  the  hard  working  cast  just  can't  seem  to  say 
"no"  to  requests.  TTiei-e  is  no  doubt  but  what  it  does  in- 
terfere with  school  work,  as  Ruth  Bowman,  who  plays 
the  stellar  feminine  part,  has  pointed  out.  Her  father  is 
pre.HJdent  of  Bridgewater  College;  so  she  should  know! 
Every  one  of  the;  players  is  outstanding  in  his  or  hor 
role  and  deserves  the  highest  praise. 

Space  doesn't  permit  us  to  go  into  detail  regarding 
the  plot,  but  it  is  exciting.  It  sets  forth  the  honor  and 
value  of  .such  temperance  organizations  as  the  WCTU 
and  YTC.  It  portrays  happy  family  life  in  a  sincere 
Christian  home  and  shows  wholesome  young  people  who 
are  interested  in  worthwhile  activities.  It  suggests  wor- 
thy vrKational  ideals  for  doctors,  newspaper  men,  home- 
makers,  and  Bcifntists,  and  ii  points  up  the  moral  gran- 
deur of  a  Christian. 

The  play  has  provf;d  to  \xi  in  itself  a  fine  example  of 
co-operation.  Its  players  lepresent  five  different  relig- 
ious denominations.  The  20  presentations  have  taken  it 
into  many  churches,  including  Presbyterian,  Episcopal, 
Evangelical    United   Brethren,   and   Church   of  the   Breth- 


ren.   The    largest   audience    of   all   saw   the   play   in   Mrs 
Kyger's  home  church,  the  Mt.  Olive   Brethren  Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kyger  have  hauled  a  trackload  of  stag€ 
properties  to  every  place  where  the  play  has  been  given, 
It  takes  a  lot  of  work  to  set  the  stage,  adapting  the 
furniture  to  stages  of  all  sizes,  carting  a  stairway 
around,  and  so  on  and  so  forth!  No  work  seems  to  be 
too  hard  for  these  players  and  the  Kygers.  To  be  sure, 
Mrs.  Kyger  is  no  stranger  to  work!  She  has  two  boys 
and  a  girl,  ,all  of  pre-school  age,  and  she  helps  her  hus- 
band with  a  large  dairy  operation.  She  is  a  wonderful 
sponsor  for  a  fine  YTC.  In  fact,  she  may  well  be  called 
an  even-tempered,  durable,  and  capable  angel. 

The  success  of  this  group  may  inspire  others  to  raise 
money  and  have  a  good  time  simultaneously.  If  you  de- 
cide to  produce  "The  Blue  Angel"  with  all  it  entails, 
you  will  find  it  will  take  you  around  a  bit,  but,  it  will 
also  do  a  lot  of  good.  Angels  are  lilce  that,  you  know. 
Anyway,  Christmas  is  coming;  so  why  not  give  it  some 
thought? 

Comment:  A  splendid  account  such  as  this  should  really 
have  a  title.  We  didn't  give  it  one,  because  we  couldn't 
decide  what  to  call  it^ — "Deputation  Team  Woi'k  at  Its 
Best"  or  "How  to   Make  Money  in  One  Easy  Lesson." 


Brother  Locke,  in  commenting  on  this  national  recog- 
nition for  Mi's.  Kyger  suggests  in  answer  to  the  Union 
Signal's  question  as  to  a  title  for  this  article,  the  fol-j 
lowing,  "A  Blue  Angel  Can  Ti'avel,"  "A  Blue  Angel 
brings  Movie  Projector  for  Young  People's  Group,"  or 
"Angel,  Why  Do  they  call  you  Blue?" 

It  should  be  noted  also,  that  two  young  men,  Quentin 
Smith  and  Jon  Locker,  members  of  the  Mt.  Olive  Con- 
gregation, play  leading  parts  in  this  play. 

We,  too,  are  genuinely  proud  of  Mrs.  Kyger,  and  the 
work  she  is  doing  in  the  Y.  T.  C,  and  are  glad  to  give 
our  bit  of  lecognition  to  her. — W.  S.  B.  Editor. 


NOTICE  TO  ALL  SUNDAY  SCHOOLS 

Due  to  th'3  increased  Postage  Rates  it  will  be 
necessary  to  charge  postage  on  Sunday  School 
Literature  and  Supplies. 

Postage  charges  will  be  included  in  your  in- 
voices and  those  paying  in  advance  will  be  billed 
for  the  charges.  After  the  first  quarter  of  post- 
age charges  that  amount  can  be  included  with  the 
advance  payment. 

This  will   be  effective  with  the  October   1953 


(juarter. 


I 
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PENNSYLVANIA  DISTRICT 

YOUTH  WORKER'S  CONFERENCE 

VINCO  BRETHREN  CHURCH 


AUGUST    29,   1953 

9:00  A.  M.  to  5:00  P.  M. 


A  "Youth  Leader's  Workshop,"  similar  to  the  one  pre- 
lented  this  Spring  by  the  Ohio  Brethren  Youth  Board, 
vill  be  held  in  the  Pennsylvania  District  on  August  29t:h. 
t  will  be  an  all  day  meeting,  and  will  be  held  in  the 
/inco  .Brethren  Church,  Mineral  Point,  R.  D.  1,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

The  affair  is  sponsored  by  the  Pennsylvania  Brethren 
Ifouth  iBoard,  which  Board  was  organized  at  the  recent 
'ennsylvania  District  Conference. 

The  Youth  Leader's  Workshop  invites  all  Sunday  School 
Superintendents,  Teachers,  Pastors,  and  Youth  Leaders, 
itc,  to  participate  in  this  program,  which  will  feature 
Drofitable  instruction,  inspiration,  fun,  food  and  fellow- 
hip. 

The  cost  is  $1.00,  which  will  include  "brunch"  and 
iinner,  printed  materials,  helps,  fun,  fellowship,  and  spir- 
tual  gain.  The  hours  are  9:30  A.  M.  to  5:00  P.  M.  Vinco 
s  on  Daylight  Saving  Time. 

The  same  National  Youth  Leaders  who  prepared  and 
presented   the   Ohio   Youth   Worker's   Conference   in   May, 


will  travel  to  Vinco  to  conduct  the  instruction  hours  for 
this  Conference. 

There's  absolutely  nothing  like  this  program,  as  at- 
tested to  by  those  who  attended  the  Ohio  meeting,  &> 
make  your  plans,  Pennsylvania  youth  leaders,  and  bj  in 

Vinco  on  August  29th. 

The  following,  under  the  direction  of  Rev.  Charles  R. 
Munson,  National  Director  of  Brethren  Youth,  will  pre- 
sent the  instruction  hours:  Rev.  W.  Claj-ton  Berkshire, 
General  Secretary  of  the  Missionai-y  Board  of  the  Breth- 
ren Church;  Miss  Margaret  E.  Lowery,  Missionary  un- 
der appointment  to  Kentucky;  Rev.  W.  St.  Clair  Ben- 
shoff,  Editor  of  Publications,  Brethren  Publishing  Com- 
pany; and  Jerry  Flora,  Seminary  Student  in  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary.  Rev.  W.  B.  Brant,  Pastoi-  of  the 
Vinco  Brethren  Church,  is  Chairman  of  the  new  Penn- 
sylvania District  Brethren  Youth  Board. 

This  is  a  National  .Brethren  Youth  Board  project  in 
cooperation   with  the  Pennsylvania  District  Youth  Board. 
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By  the  Editor 


That 


times,    and    seems    unavoidable,    and    it     leaves     us     little 
choice    but    to    add    the    postage    costs   onto    your   bills. 


'li&Ji 


I    »»m    < 


Every  effort  is  made  each  week  to  prevent  errors  from 
creeping  into  the  pages  of  THE  EVANGELIST,  but  some- 
times, even  in  spite  of  all  that  we  do,  errors  have  a 
slick  way  of  staying  undetected  until  after  the  paper  is 
printed.  Often  the  errors  are  not  too  important  in  that 
;hey  do  not  change  the  thought,  nor  do  they  leave  a 
ivrong  impression. 

Occasionally,  though,  an  eiTor  appears  which  we  feel 
justified  in  correcting.  Such  a  one  appeared  in  Brother 
:;.  Y.  Gilmer's  article  on  General  Conference,  on  page 
;hree  of  the  issue  of  August;  1st.  Instead  of  the  25th  an- 
liversary  of  the  Tunker  movement,  it  should  read  "the 
JoOth  anniversary."  Sometimes,  we  think  zeros  mean  very 
ittle,  but  they  do  count,  as  in  this  case. 


This  week,  we  print  a  notice  relative  to  the  fact  that 
lenceforth,  we  must  add  postage  costs  to  your  orders  for 
Sunday  School  supplies.  The  large  Sunday  School  supply 
louses  have  added  the  postage  to  their  orders,  and  since 
nany  of  your  supplies  come  from  them,  w^e  must  Tiat- 
arally  add  these  costs  to  your  bills.  It  is  a  trend  of  the 


WORLD-WIDE  BIBLE  READIXG 

President  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower  is  serving  as 
the  Honorary  Chairman  of  the  Worldwide  Bible 
Reading  program  that  is  sponsored  by  the  Amer- 
ican Bible  Society  from  Thanksgiving  to  Christ- 
mas. President  Eisenhower  heads  a  list  of  dis- 
tinguished citizens  who  compose  the  National 
Sponsoring  Laymens'  Committee  of  the  program. 

This  year  is  the  tenth  anniversary  of  World- 
wide Bible  Reading.  More  than  150,000.000  little 
bookmarks,  listing  the  daily  Scripture  passages 
from  Thanksgiving  to  Christmas,  and  30.000.000 
responsive  readings  for  Universal  Bible  Sunday 
have  been  distributed  during  this  decade. 

This  reading  program  is  a  worldwide  event, 
when  millions  of  Christians  in  our  own  land  and 
from  forty  nations  abroad  read  the  same  \erses 
each  day. 
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TOPIC   FOR  AKUST  23.   19r)3 

CUKlSilAN    l.UOWTH   AT   HOME 

<CKIPTrKK    KEADIMiS:    Luke   2:r)l-r)2:    11:9-11 

TN  THIS  KIKST  SCKIPTUKE  KKADING  we  find  a  good 
example  of  spiritual  growth  in  the  home.  No  matter 
how  important  Jesus  might  liave  felt  His  work  was  at 
this  time,  He  was  obedient  to  His  parents  who  instructed 
Him  carefully  in  the  ways  of  the  Old  Testament.  As  a 
result  of  t'Mis  instruction,  Jesus  "increased  in  wisdom 
and  stature  and  in  favour  with  God  and  man." 

The  second  scripture  shows  the  duty  of  parents  toward 
their  children.  No  parent  would  think  of  "giving  a  cliild 
a  sto?ie  when  he  asks  for  a  loaf  of  bread,  nor  would  he 
think  of  giving  him  a  scorpion  in  place  of  an  egg."  Al- 
though the  passage  primarily  teaches  us  the  goodness  of 
God,  it  also  points  up  the  fact  that  many  paients  are 
wise  as  far  as  the  physical  development  of  their  children 
is  concerned,  but  are  totally  unaware  of  the  necessity  to 
encourage  their  children  to  grow  spiritually. 

1.  HIHI.E  READING.  Every  person  in  the  home 
should  be  encouraged  to  read  the  Bible  and  frequent  dis- 
cussions about  it  should  be  held.  The  Passover  Service  in 
Isi-ael  was  a  very  effective  way  of  presenting  the  cardinal 
doctrine  of  the  Old  Testament  to  the  young  people,  for 
the  oldest  son  was  required  to  ask  of  the  meal,  "What 
meaneth  this?"  Then  would  follow  a  detailed  explanation 
of  the  origin  of  the  fea.'it.  The  table  is  still  a  good  place 
to  bring  our  questions  about  the  .Bible  and  about  our 
faith.  Parents  should  be  grounded  sufficiently  in  these 
mattei-s  to  give  a  satisfactory  answer.  Ceilainly  we 
should  read  and  discuss  the  Bible  in  our  homes. 

Every  member  of  the  home  should  have  his  own  Bible, 
from  the  time  he  is  able  to  read.  Young  people  should 
take  great  pride  in  reading  their  own  Bible.  They  .should 
be  encouraged  to  mark  it  in  such  ways  that  will  help 
them  to  better  understand  it.  Young  people  should  also 
be  encouraged  to  read  commentaries,  books,  and  other 
articles  on  the  Bibh-. 

2.  EVERY  rniF.I)  SHOILI)  BE  TAIGHT  TO  F'RAY 
I.N  THE  HOME  It  is  hard  to  imagine  that  a  child  will 
learn  to  pray  effectively  anywhere  else.  It  is  tiuc;  t'h;if 
some  children  learn  to  pray  in  Sunday  School  and  f.'hris- 
tian  Endeavor,  but  the  church  cannot  be  (expected  to  do 
as  much  in  one  day  as  the  paients  can  do  in  seven.  It  is 
to  the  credit  of  the  church  that  .so  many  of  its  young 
I>eople  do  pray,  when  prayers  are  almost  never  made  or 
encouraged,  at  home. 

Each  member  of  the  family  should  learn  to  return 
thanks  for  the  meal,  or  as  we  often  lefei-  to  it  as,  "Say- 
ing Grace,"  It  is  a  good  thing  for  even  very  small  chil- 
dren to  learn  that  God  is  the  giver  of  evei-y  good  ;iik1 
perfect  gift  and  to  be  thankful  for  it. 


3.  CHRISTIAN  ATTITUDES  TOWARD  EACH 
OTHER.  Christians  can  help  each  other  to  grow  in  the 
"Grace  of  our  Lord"  by  taking  a  wholesome  and  helpful 
attitude  toward  each  other.  We  cannot  always  be  on  the 
mountain  top  of  Christian  experience  alid  sometimes  we 
seem  to  get  very  discouraged.  At  times  like  this  we 
should  encourage  one  another.  We  should  help  each  other 
to  get  over  defeats  and  failures  when  they  come.  With 
Christian  love  toward  each  other  we  can  help  each  other 
to  grow  and  mature  in  Christ. 

4.  READING  GOOD  LITERATURE.  Christians  can  de- 
velop and  grow  at  home  by  reading  and  by  encouraging 
other  members  to  read  good  literature.  There  are  a  great 
number  of  good  books  and  magazines  that  all  Christians 
should  read  in  addition  to  reading  the  Bible.  Some  of  the 
great  classics,  such  as  "Pilgrim's  Progress,"  and  "In  His 
Steps,"  should  be  read  by  every  Christian.  There  are 
many  modern  books  that  will  help  us  to  see  and  under- 
stand more  cleaily  the  message  of  t'he  Bible,  such  as 
"The  Robe."  Among  the  magazines  that  you  will  find 
helpful  are,  "The  Christian  Herald,'  "Tlie  Christian  En- 
deavor world,"  and  of  course  "The  Brethren  Evanigelist." 
Keep  up  on  your  reading  of  Christian  literature  just  as 
much  as  you  do  on  t'he  news  of  the  world  and  you  will 
be  surprised  how  much  it  helps  your  family  to  grow  in : 
the  Christian  faith. 

5.  LISTEN  TO  AND  WATCH  GOOD  PROGRAMS  ON 
RADIO  AND  TELEVISION.  On  most  of  the  large  radio 
and  television  stations  and  on  many  of  the  smaller  ones 
you  will  find  a  large  variety  of  programs  that  are  spon- 
sored by  Ministerial  Associations  that  wnll  be  very  help- 
ful to  your  knowledge  of  the  Bible  and  the  ways  that  it 
can  be  of  help  to  your  family.  Watch  for  these  programs 
and  when  you  find  one  that  is  especially  helpful,  don't 
foi'get  to  tell  those  who  are  responsible  for  it  that  it  did 
help  you.  In  this  way  you  will  help  to  keep  this  pro- 
gram coming  into  your  home  and  you  will  also  encourage- 
othei's  to  put  on  the  same  type  of  program. 

QUESTIONS  FOR  DISCUSSION 

L  Should  the  children  learn  to  "Say  Grace"  at  the 
meal  or  should  this  be  left  for  father  to  do  ? 

2.  List  some  of  the  books  and  magazines  that  you  have 
found  helpful  in  understanding  the  Bible,  in  maturing 
mentally  and  spiritually  and  show  how  they  were  help- 
ful. 

•S.  What  radio  and  television  programs  do  you  find 
helpful  so  that  you  could  recommend  them  to  your 
friends  ?  How  have  they  helped  you  ? 

4.  Do  you  have  any  problems  with  having  a  family 
altar  in  your  home  such  as  having  a  timei  when  all  the 
members  can   be  present?    How  can   these  be  met? 
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T^rayer  Wleeting 
Studies 

]3ij  G.  T.  §ilmef 


THE  COMFORTING  VOICE 

I  cried  out  to  God,  "I  can't  understand!" 

He   whispers   back  gently,   "Leave  all   in   My   hands; 

Have  you  ever  called  w^hen  I  did  not  hear  ? 

Quiet,  My  child,  perfect  love  casts  out  fear." 

I   cried   out  again,   '"Tis  too   much   to   bear; 

My  heart  is  ci-ushed,  Lord,  do  you  not  care?" 

Gently  but  firmly  He  calls  back  to  me, 

"This  is  My  will  concerning  thee — 

Just  rest  'neath  My  wing,  I  thee  will  enfold. 

Remember,  this  trial   is  more  precious  than  gold." 

"Forgive  me.  Master,  when  I  complain, 
Forgive  me  and  help  me  from  murmuring  refrain, 
I  would  rest  in  Thee  and  find  perfect  peace; 
In  Thy  loving  arms  my  sorrows  will  cease." 

— Olivia   Cook. 

NO  DOUBT  THE  GREATEST  COMFORT  is  that  of 
sins  forgiven  (Luke  8:48,  50).  It  certainly  is  a  com- 
fort to  have  ALL  iniquities  and  trespasses  forgiven 
(Psalm  103:3;  Col.  2:13).  How  good  and  merciful  is  God 
(Psalm  86:5)!  The  ground  of  forgiveness  is  the  shed 
blood  of  Christ  (Heb.  9:22).  God's  love  made  Christ's 
coming  and  death  possible  (John  3:16).  There  is  com- 
fort of  assurance,  blessedness  of  cleansing,  peace  of  mind 
and  conscience  (Psalm  103:12;  Isaiah  44:22).  When  God 
forgives   He   forgets    (Micah   7:19;    Psalm   79:8). 

The  result  of  forgiveness  is  spiritual  joy  (Psalm  51: 
12).  There  is  not  only  comfort  but  also  strength  in  the 
joy  of  the  Lord  (Neh.  8:10;  Acts  13:52).  There  is  joy 
in  knowing  that  our  names  are  written  in  Heaven  (Luke 
10:20).  The  kingdom  of  God  is  better  than  meat  and 
drink  (Romans  14:17).  In  dreary  days  we  should  remem- 
ber that  some  day  there  shall  come  "a  morning  without 
clouds"  (Isaiah  61:3). 

There  is  no  darkness  so  dense  but  that  hope's  star  may 
be  seen  (2  Thess.  2:16).  Hope  rejoices  against  all  trials 
and  believes  in  spite  of  all  odds  (Romans  5:5).  By  hope 
we  are  saved,  and  anchored  as  heirs  of  eternal  life 
(Romans  8:24;  Col.  1:27;  1  Thess.  5:8;  Titus  2:13;  3:7; 
Heb.  6:19).  Christ  is  the  Christian's  hope  for  victory  over 
daily  trials  (Romans  7:24,  25a),  and  final  abundant  en- 
trance into  Heaven  itself. 

Faith  is  a  well-grounded  assurance  of  things  hoped  for 
(Heb.  11:1).  Here  again  we  are  dependent  on  Christ  as 
"Author  and  Finisher"  (Heb.  12:2).  How  glad  we  should 
be  that  we  do  not  walk  by  sight  but  by  faith  (2  Cor. 
5:7;  Gal.  3:14)!  If  God  ever  fails  you,  you  will  be  the 
first  one  He  ever  failed  (Psalm  56:3).  "Faith  is  the  vic- 
tory" (1  John  5:4). 

Christ  has  promised  to  answer  prayer  made  in  His 
name   (John   14:13,   14).  From  time  immemorial   God  has 


boon  answering  the  prayers  of  sincere  men  (Pnalm  65:2). 
The  Model  Prayer  contains  the  substance  of  complete 
prayer  (Matt.  ():H-]'.i).  Answered  prayer  jfives  comfort 
of  God'.s  love,  faithfulness,  Christ's  ascension,  and  the 
Spirit's  intercession  (Romans  8:26,  27,  'i4).  Prayer  must 
be    accompanied    with    thanksgiving    (Phil.    4:6,    7;. 

Like  Paul,  we  may  enjoy  the  comfort  of  Christian 
friends  (Acts  28:15).  (iod  would  have  you  know  the  com- 
fort of  being  a  friend  (Luke  14:12-14).  "A  friend  in  need 
is  a  friend  indeed"  (Prov.  17:17).  It  costs  something  Uj 
be  a  friend,  and  of  this  cost  Christ  is  the  supreme  exam- 
ple (John  ]5:13). 

We  are  biddcned  to  be  comforted  by  the  second  coming 
of  Christ  (1  Thess.  4:15-18).  This  will  save  us  out  of  the 
great  tribulation  (Rev.  3:10;  Matt.  24:21).  The  Bride, 
which  is  the  Church,  should  be  looking  for  the  Bride- 
groom (Rev.  19:7,  8).  Christ  loves  us  enough  to  return 
for  us  (John  14:1-4).  His  coming  will  end  all  earthly 
strife  (Rev.  19:11-15).  What  a  comfort  it  is  to  be  ready 
for  His  coming  (Matt.  24:44).  Heaven's  gates  are  open 
for  you  (Luke  12:32).  The  saints  of  all  ages  have  re- 
joiced concerning  the  joys  and  hopes  of  Heaven  (Col. 
1:5). 
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Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vana+or 

Lesson  for  August   23.   19.i:5 

THE  CHRISTIAN'S  PRAYER  LIFE 

Lesson:    I   Timothy   2:1-8;   Roman.s  8:26-28 

FOR  THE  REMAINING  LESSONS  of  the  quarter  we 
deal  with  some  of  the  personal  letters  of  Saint  Paul. 
In  these  letters  Paul  deals  with  some  of  the  problems 
that  confront  the  individual   Christian's  prayer  life. 

First  of  all  Paul  tells  Timothy,  whom  he  addresses  as 
his  "own  son  in  the  faith,"  that  a  matter  of  primary  im- 
portance in  the  Christian's  life  is  his  prayer  time.  In  the 
first  verse  of  our  printed  lesson,  Paul  admonishes  Tim- 
othy to  teach  those  under  his  charge  that  this  matter 
of  importance  to  every  one  is  to  be  found  in  the  making 
of  "supplications,  prayers,  intercessions  and  the  giving 
of  thanks,"  and  that  the  scope  of  such  is  not  to  be  con- 
fined to  a  few,  but  that  these  are  to  be  "made  for  all 
men,"  even  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest.  And  in  vei"se 
eight  Paul  calls  attention  to  the  need  of  universal  pi-ayer 
— "that  nien  pray  everywhere,  lifting  up  holy  hands, 
without  wrath  and  doubting." 

So  as  we  study  this  thought  we  will  do  well  to  consider 
the  four  parts  of  Paul's  word  concerning  the  elements  of 
the   prayers,   or  types  of  prayers,  that  are  noted  above. 

1.  Supplications.  The  prayer  that  asks  the  granting  of 
a  favor  from  God.  Far  too  many  of  oui*  prayers  are  con- 
fined to  this  phase  of  prayer  life.  Some  one  has  facetious- 
ly said  that  "the  average  prayer  characterizes  the  one 
praying  as  a  member  of  the  "Gimme  Club"  for  it  consists 
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of  a  series  of  'Give  me  this,'  or  'Give  nic  that,'  till  it 
bocomes  just  a  series  of  'gininiies.'  "  God  wants  His  chil- 
dren to  ask  Him  for  the  things  needed,  but  Ho  also  do- 
;  ires  that  our  prayors  have  other  thinp^=  embodied  in 
■.hem. 

2.  Prayers.  Paul  seems  to  differentiate  between  what 
we  call  "prayer"  and  his  idea  of  it.  Some  way  wo  have 
I»laced  all  things  in  i-elation  to  talking  to  God  under  the 
head  of  prayer.  But  Paul  gives  us  to  understand  that 
^vhen  he  says  "Prayer"  as  he  does  here,  he  is  speaking 
more  directly  about  our  communion  with  God — our  con- 
versation with  Him — that  is,  speaking  to  Him  and  then 
pausing  to  listen  for  His  answer.  We  believe  that  real 
prayer  is  a  two-way  conversation  and  we  often  miss  the 
l>est  part  of  our  prayer  life  by  not  pausing  to  listen  to 
what  God  has  to  say  to  us.  So  we  feel  that  Paul  is  ex- 
horting Timothy  to  have  more  conversation  with  God — 
that  is  permitting  Him  to  get  His  message  into  the  heart. 

Intercession.  We  have  been  given  to  understand  that 
Christ  is  seated  at  the  right  hand  of  God  where  He 
makes  intercession  for  us.  Paul  gave  us  a  great  com- 
ment on  the  part  we  are  to  play  in  the  cause  of  inter- 
scssion  when  he  said,  in  2  Cor.  5:20,  "Now  then  we  are 
ambassadors  for  Christ,  as  though  God  did  beseech  you 
by  us:  We  pray  you  in  Christ's  stead,  be  ye  reconciled  to 
God."  Have  you  interceded  in  behalf  of  your  neighbors, 
your  friends,  your  community,  your  nation,  the  nations 
.•f  the  world? 

4.  The  Giving  of  Thanks.  Have  you  thought  how  neces- 
sary a  part  of  your  prayer  life  the  giving  of  thanks  must 
be?  Jesus  very  aptly  illustrated  the  failure  to  give 
thanks  for  favors  shown  so  often,  when  He  said,  when 
only  one  of  the  ten  lepers  whom  He  had  healed  came  back 
to  give  Him  thanks,  "Where  are  the  other  nine?"  How 
do  you  feel  when  you  have  done  something  for  someone 
and  they  do  not  even  have  the  courtesy  to  say  "Thank 
you?"  How  do  you  suppose  God  feels  when  He  showers 
His  blessings  upon  you  and  you  fail  to  even  pause  long 
enough  to  say,  "Thank  you,  God!" 

The  well  rounded  prayer  life  of  the  Christian  must  have 
all  of  these  parts.  Not  one  can  be  omitted. 

A  NEW  GOSPEL  FOR  KOREA 

A  new  Gospel  i.s  being,  published  for  Korea  by 
the  American  Bible  Society.  It  is  an  llIustratGd 
copy  of  the  Gospel  of  John.  This  will  appear  i  i 
the  Hankul  orthography,  which  is  approved  by 
the  Government  and  now  being  widely  used  in 
Korea.  Five  hundred  thousand  copies  are  needed, 
according  to  the  request  received  by  the  Bible 
Society.  The  Society  now  has  on  the  press  a  first 
printing  of  332,000  copies  which,  it  is  expected, 
will  be  ready  for  shipment  within  two  m.oiiths. 

General  .James  A.  Van  Fleet,  USA  Retired,  who 
f.pent  so  many  months  with  the  Army  in  Korea, 
is  planning  to  presf^nt  the  fir.st  copy  from  tho 
press  to  President  Syngman  Tlhee  in  Korea,  il- 
lustrating the  good  will  of  the  American  pc  pie. 

The  Bible  Society  has  also  supplied  to  Korea 


515,277  copies  of  the  Illustrated  Book  of  the  Act 
in  Hankul  Korean. 
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Churches 


MANSFIELD,  OHIO 

The    Mansfield   First    Brethren   Church    ^\'ishes    to    an 
nounce  that  the  new  pastor  is  Harold  Barnett. 


HAROLD  BARNETT 

Brother  Barnett  began  his  ministry  on  June  10th,  witi 
the  Mid-week  prayer  service.  He  gave  his  first  sermoi 
Sunday,  June  14th.  He  is  making  his  home  in  the  par 
sonage,  508  North  .Bowman  Street.  He  is  living  her 
alone  until  September  12th,  at  which  time  he  will  take  a 
his  bride,  Miss   Doris  King,  of  Lapaz,  Indiana. 

Miss  King  and  Brother  Barnett  met  while  attendinj 
Ashland  College,  where  Miss  King  will  enter  this  Fall  a 
a   Junior,   while    Brother   Barnett   will   enter   Seminary. 

Brother  Barnett  graduated  from  Riverside  Christia: 
Training  High  School  of  Lost  Creek,  Kentucky.  Durinj 
High  School  he  worked  out  a  certificate  to  teach  in  Sun 
day  School  from  the  Evangelical  Teacher  Training  Asso 
elation  of  America.  He  graduated  June  1st,  from  Ashlam 
College,  with  an  A.B.  Degree. 

While  in  College,  he  became  associated  with  the  Breth 
ren  Youth  Ambassador's  Quartet,  with  which  he  travelec 
for  four  summers  from  the  east  coast  to  the  Mid-west 
He  taught  .Bible  School  and  helped  supervise  young  peo 
pie's  camps  in  Indiana. 

Rev.  George  E.  Drushal,  of  Lost  Creek,  Kentucky,  wil 
perform  the  ordination  services  for  Brother  Barnett 
September  20th,  at  Lost  Creek. 

— Mrs.  Mary  Metcalf,  Church  Secretary 
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talkativeness   Murders 


WHO  KILLED  LOVE? 

Who  Killed  Love? 

"1  did,"  said  Slander. 
"I  did,"  said  Bitterness. 
"I  did,"  said  Scorn. 
"I  did,"  said  Hate. 
"1  did,"  said  Revenge. 
"1  did,"  said  Jealousy. 
"I  did,"  said  Envy. 

"Not  so  spoke  Criticism,  in  a  sharp  cutting 
voice.  "I  am  the  slayer  of  Love.  I  did  it.  1,  Criti- 
cism, killed  love." 

Talkativeness 

"Talkativeness  is  utterly  ruinous  to  dsep  spir- 
ituality. The  very  life  of  our  spirit  passes  out  in 
our  speech,  and  hence  all  superfluous  talk  is  a 
waste  of  the  vital  forces  of  the  heart.  In  fruit  grow- 
ing it  often  happens  that  excessive  blossoming 
prevents  a  good  crop  and  often  prevents  fruit  al- 
together; and  by  so  much  talk  the  soul  runs  wild 
in  word  bloom,  and  bears  no  fruit.  I  am  not 
speaking  of  sinners,  nor  of  legitimate  testimony  for 
Jesus,  but  of  that  incessant  talking  of  nominally 
spiritual  persons — of  the  professors  of  purifying 
grace.  It  is  one  of  the  greatest  hindrances  to  deep 
solid  union  with  God.  Notice  how  people  will  tell 
the  same  thing  over  and  over — how  insignificant 
trifles  are  magnified  by  a  world  of  words;  hoNv 
things  that  should  be  buried  are  dragged  out  into 
gossip;  how  a  worthless  non-essential  is  argv.ed 
and  disputed  over;  how  the  solemn  deep  things  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  are  rattled  over  in  a  light  man- 
ner— until  one  who  has  the  real  baptism  of  divine 
silence  in  his  heart,  feels  he  must  unceremonious- 
ly tear  himself  away  to  some  lonely  room  or  for- 
est, where  he  can  gather  up  the  fragments  of  his 
mind,  and  rest  in  God. 

"See  the  evil  effects  of  so  much  talk. 

"First  it  dissipates  the    spiritual    power.    The 

thought  and  feeling  of  the  soul  are  like  powder 

■  and  steam — the    more    they    are    condensed    the 

greater  their  power.  The  steam  that  if  properly 

compressed  would  drive  a  train  forty   miles    an 


hour,  if  allowed  too  much  expan.se  would  not 
move  it  an  inch ;  and  .so  the  true  action  of  tho 
heart,  if  exp]-ossod  in  a  few  Holy  Ghost  selected 
words,  will  sink  into  the  minds  to  rrjmain  forever, 
but  if  dissipated  in  any  rambling  convensation  is 
likely  to  be  of  no  profit. 

"Second,  it  is  a  waste  of  time.  If  the  hours 
spent  in  useless  conversation  were  spent  in  secret 
prayer  or  deep  reading,  we  would  soon  I'each  a 
region  of  soul  life  and  divine  peace  beyond  our 
present  dreams. 

"Third,  talkativeness  inevitably  leads  to  saying 
unwise,  or  unpleasant,  or  unprofitable  things. 
In  lengthy  conversations  we  soon  churn  up  all  the 
cream  our  souls  have  in  them,  and  the  rest  of  our 
talk  is  all  pale  skim  milk,  until  we  get  alone  with 
God  and  feed  on  His  green  pasture  until  the 
cream  rises  again.  The  Holy  Spirit  warns  us  that 
in  the  multitude  of  words  there  lacketh  not  sin. 
It  is  impossible  for  the  best  of  saints  to  talk  be- 
yond a  cei'tain  point  without  saying  something 
unkind,  or  severe,  or  foolish,  or  erroneous,  \^'e 
must  settle  this  personally.  If  others  are  noisy 
and  gabby,  I  must  determine  to  live  in  constant 
quietness  and  humility  of  heart :  I  must  guard  my 
speech  as  a  sentinel  does  a  fortress,  and  with  all 
respect  for  others,  I  must  many  a  time  cease 
from  conversation  cr  withdraw  from  company  to 
enter  into  deep  communion  with  my  precious 
Lord.  The  cure  for  talkativeness  must  be  from 
within;  sometimes  by  an  interior  furnace  of  suf- 
fering that  burns  out  the  excessive  effervescence 
of  the  mind  or  by  an  over-mastering  revelation  to 
the  soul  of  the  awful  majesties  of  God  and  eter- 
nity, which  puts  an  everlasting  hush  upon  the  nat- 
ural faculties.  To  walk  in  the  Spirit  we  must 
avoid  talking  for  talk's  sake,  or  merely  to  enter- 
tain. To  speak  effectively  we  must  speak  in  God's 
appointed  time  and  in  harmony  with  the  indwell- 
ing Holy  Spirit." 

"He  that  hath  knowledge  spareth  his  words; 
and  a  man  of  understanding  is  of  a  cool  spirit." 
Prov.  17:27  R.  V. 

"In  quietness  and  in  confidence  shall  be  your 
strength"   Isaiah  30:15.  Eccles.   5:2-3. — SeJ. 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANCJ-ELIS 


AT  CONFERENCE  TIME 

Come  across  the  street  from  Memorial  Chapel 

and  purchase  your  Bibles,  books,  Sunday  School 

supplies  and  religious  novelties  from  your  own 

BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY. 


We  have  a  full  line  of  religious  goods,  and  what  we  do 
not  have  in  stock,  we  can  order  for  you.  Come  in,  look 
around,  and  we  will  do  our  best  to  meet  your  needs. 

SPECIAL — for  the  children — Religious  novelties  and 
toys.  Make  your  children  happy  during  Conference  by  pur- 
chasing a  few  of  these  for  their  entertainment. 

THE  BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY,  Ashland,  Ohio. 
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items  of  general  Interest 


ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  Brother  Freeman  Ankrum 
reports  in  his  bulletin  for  August  9th,  on  the  condition  of 
Brother  DyoU  Belote,  the  Pastor  of  our  Linwood,  Mary- 
land, Brethren  Church.  We  quote:  "A  visit  to  Rev.  Dyoll 
Belote  last  Thursday,  (August  6th)  at  his  home  at  Lin- 
wood found  him  making  a  good  recovery.  He  hopes  to  be 
back  in  big  pulpit  by  October  first.  Mrs.  Belote  is  to  re- 
turn from  the  Hospital  Tuesday   (August  11th). 

The  installing  of  the  new  heating  system  in  the  St. 
Jame.s  church  is  being  done  this  month. 

The  same  bulletin  carries  the  information  that  the  Rally 
of  the  Southeastern  Di.strict  Woman's  Missionary  Society 
will  be  held  in  the  Linwood  Brethren  church  in  October. 

OAK  HILL,  W.  VA.  Brother  Arthur  H.  Tinkel  reports 
that  their  church  building  had  a  narrow  escape  on  Fri- 
day evening,  August  7th,  when  it  was  discovered  that 
fire  had  started  in  and  destroyed  the  refrigerator  in  the 
church  kitchen.  Extensive  damage  to  the  kitchen  and  se- 
rious .smoke  damage  to  the  entire  interior  resulted.  He 
Hays  that  "fire  and  smoke  insurance  will  cover  the  dam- 
age," adding,  "Let  us  thank  Almighty  God  that  it  was 
not  worse." 

HAGERSTOWN,  MARYLAND.  During  the  Pastor's 
vacation,  guest  ministeris  occupied  the  pulpit.  Rev.  Mark 
Wagner,  superintendent  of  Homewood;  Dr.  Scott  Wagner, 
Pastor  Emeritus  of  Zion  Evangelical  and  Reformed 
Church;   and   Dr.  J.  Edward  Harms,  Pastor  Emeritus  of 


St.  John's  Lutheran  Church,  preached  the  first  three  Sun 
days  of  August,  respectively.  Laymen,  Rodger  Geaslen 
John  Thompson,  and  John  L.  Carnochan,  Ji\,  were  ii 
charge  of  these  services. 

WAYNESBORO,  PENNA.,  WAYNE  HEIGHTS.  Tht 
Waynesboro  Union  Sunday  evening  Lawn  Service,  held  oi 
the  lawn  of  the  local  Church  of  the  Brethren,  was  con 
ducted  on  August  9th  by  the  Wayne  Heights  Brethrei 
Church.  Carrying  chairs,  ushering,  receiving  the  offer 
ing,  were  done  by  the  men  of  the  Church.  The  choir  tool 
care  of  the  music,  and  the  message  of  the  evening  wa! 
brought  by  the  Pastor,  Brother  N.  Victor  Leatherman. 

Rally  Day  will  be(  observed  on  September  27th,  It  wil 
also  be  their  next  Cash  Day,  and  likewise,  it  will  be  theii 
"Second  Anniversary  Sunday," 

Brother  Leatherman  also  reports  that  the  grading 
around  their  new  church  is  under  way,  in  preparation 
for  seeding  this  fall, 

BERLIN,  PENNA.  Miss  Miriam  M.  Bird,  Penna.  Dis- 
trict W.  M.  S.  President,  of  Meyersdale,  was  guest  speak- 
er in  the  Berlin  Church  on  Sunday,  August  16th. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO.  GARBER  MEMORIAL.  The  Editor 
of  Publications  was  guest  speaker  in  the  Garber  Memorial 
Church  on  Sunday,  August  16th. 

The  closing  progrram  for  their  Daily  Vacation  Bibld 
School  was  held  the  evening  of  August  16th  with  a  full 
house.  Daily  attendance  averaged  40,  with  a  record  high 
of  50.  A  lot  of  hard  work  went  into  these  two  weeks 
which  will  sui-ely  bear  fruit  in  this  section  of  the  city 
of  Ashland. 

DAYTON,  OHIO.  Brother  Percy  C.  Miller  reports  that 
the  newly  purchased  parsonage  next  to  the  church  is  now 
vacated.  He  adds  that  they  hoped  to  move  in  soon.  The 
new  address  is  23  West  Hillcrest  Ave. 

BRYAN,  OHIO.  The  Boys'  Brotherhood  Public  Program 
was  held  the  evening  of  August  9th. 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  The  ladies  of  the  W.  M.  S.  have 
been  having  treasure  hunts  each  week.  In  the  bulletin 
each  week  is  listed  a  series  of  Bible  references  in  which 
a  treasui-e  is  to  be  found.  The  ladies  are  to  "dig"  and 
then  report  to  the  Secretary.  A  record  will  be  kept,  and 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  one  who  has  found  the  most 
treasures  will  be  rewarded.  (Of  course,  we  know  that 
anyone  who  "digs"  into  the  scriptures  is  going  to  be  re- 
warded by  what  he  finds  therein,  but  here  is  a  good  plan 
to  encourage  Bible  Study.) 

The  film,  "The  Great  Life,"  a  dynamic,  spiritually  ap- 
pealing film,  produced  in  Germany,  was  shown  Sunday 
evening,  August  16th, 

WARSAW,  INDIANA.  Brother  Harry  Gilbert,  from 
Elkhart,  is  supplying  in  the  Warsaw  pulpit  during  the 
month  of  August. 

PERU,  INDIANA.  Rev.  and  Mrs,  Kenneth  Solomon, 
Missionaries  in  waiting  for  the  Argentine,  presented 
their  pictures  and  messages  in  this  church  on  July  23rd. 

One  new  member  was  baptized  on  August  2nd. 

BRIGHTON,  HOWE,  INDIANA.  The  Pastor,  Brother 
Smith  F.  Rose,  has  announced  plans  to  make  recordings 

(Continued  on  Page  11) 
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THE    KOREAN    TRUCE    HAS   been    signed,    and    the 
shooting  has  stopped. 

Various  interpretations  will  consider  it  a  victory  I'or 
the  U.  S.  A.,  and  the  United  Nations'  forces — or  will 
consider  it  a  victory  for  Red  China  and  the  Communists. 

WHAT  DO  YOU  THINK? 

Certainly,  nothing  was  settled  in  Korea — There  are  no 
more  people  freed  from  Red  Tyi-anny  than  before — and 
certainly  there  is  considerable  moi'e  suffering,  heartache, 
misery,  hunger  and  pain  than  ever. 

There  may  be  some  who  will  rejoice  in  the  fact  that 
Russia  has  signed  the  truce.  (And  we  are  glad  that  the 
shooting  has  stopped.  If  the  truce  saves  lives  it  is  w^orth- 
while.)  Yet,  a  truce  is  not  an  armistice,  nor  a  victory, 
nor  a  peace  pact.  Anyone  who  feels  that  all  is  done  that 
needs  to  be  done  is  due  for  a  rade  awakening. 

We  are  truly  on  "Sinking  Sands"  in  this  issue.  How- 
ever repulsive  the  thought,  however  distasteful  the 
thought,  the  facts  of  the  case  bear  out  that  the  United 
States  is  on  dangerous  footing  in  this  matter.  The  facts 
are  these:  This  is  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  Amer- 
ica that  this  country  was  engaged  in  a  war  in  which  we 
were  not  the  victor.  Regardless  of  our  air  defense,  and 
i-adar  protection,  we  are  told  that  our  ground  defenses 
are  weak;  meaning  that  an  enemy  bomber  could  come  in 
low  over  one  of  our  coastal  cities,  undetected  and  release 
death  and  destruction  in  a  "sneak  attack."  Further,  Rus- 
sia has  never  honored  a  treaty  or  truce,  mei'ely  using  the 
breathing  time  to  prepare  foi'  greater  onslaughts  of  de- 
sti-uction.  If  space  permitted  we  could  enlarge  on  these 
facts,  or  even  mention  many  more,  but  it  is  not  our  pur- 
pose to   list  all  the   reasons  for  our  dangerous  position. 

These  things  ai'e  too  dreadful  to  contemplate.  We  don't 
want  to  face  these  facts.  And  that  leads  us  to  what  we 
believe  is  a  major  cause  of  our  difficulty.  That  is  indif- 
ference. The  war  in  Korea  has  been  too  far  removed  from 
us,  not  in  miles,  but  in  concern.  Except  to  those  whose 
sons  and  husbands  have  fought  and  died,  the  war  has 
been  almost  a  dream.  Frankly,  Amerians  have  been  too 
unconcerned.  This  indifference  cost  the  Czechslovakians 
their  freedom.  It  has  cost  many  other  peoples  their  free- 
dom. 

While  we  have  been  in  all  our  luxury,  our  wealth,  our 
liberty,  and  our  sophisticated  ease  of  life,  all  Hell  has 
been  bi-eaking  loose  around  us  in  the  world.  We  Amer- 
icans, 79r   of  the  population  of  the  world,  have  been  in- 


different to  the  needs  of  others.  We  are  truly  on  sinking 
sand. 

ARE    WE  AFRAID   OF   THE   FACTS?    Do   we  ignore 

the  fact  that  Amez'icans  are  neglecting  their  worship  of 
God  and  the  unselfish  support  of  missions  and  other 
church  work?  Are  we  afraid  to  face  the  fact  that  chuich 
contributions  are  slipping  ?  Are  we  afraid  to  face  the  fact 
that  drink  is  destroying  our  moral  standard  and  the 
bodies  of  our  men,  women  and  children?  Are  we  afraid  to 
face  the  fact  that  God  is  punishing  America  for  its  sui  ? 

Are  we  afraid  to  face  the  fact  that  we  too  often  are 
not  willing  to  forsake  sin  ourselves?  Do  we  willingly  ad- 
mit that  much  of  our  worship  is  from  the  lip  and  out- 
ward appearance,  rather  than  from  the  heart.  Are  "ve 
afraid  to  let  God  tell  us  what  is  really  wrong? 

Something  truly  is  wrong,  or  we  would  not  be  op- 
pressed by  the  satanic  forces  of  Communism.  In  the  days 
of  Israel,  when  the  people  of  Israel  worshipped  God  and 
followed  in  His  ways,  no  power  or  people  on  earth  dared 
to  stand  against  them,  for  God  protected  them  and  gave 
them  peace  in  their  land.  But,  when  they  turned  from 
God  to  their  own  devices,  and  when  they  erected  altars  of 
sin  instead  of  altars  of  Godly  worship,  then  God  per- 
mitted the  enemies  to  over-run  the  land,  destroy  them 
and  lead  them  captive. 

Dear  friends,  there  is  a  parallel  today!  Are  we  willing 
to  face  it?  To  face  it  wall  mean  that  we  can  not  sit  ba:k 
in  our  homes  at  ease.  It  will  mean  that  we  can  no  longer 
worship  at  ease  in  Zion.  However,  face  the  facts  or  rot 
— what  we  have  said  proves  that  we  are  truly  on  sinking 
sand. 

YES,  THERE  IS   SOMETHING   WE  CAN   DO.  God  is 

calling  America  to  repent.  Right  at  this  time  we  need  re- 
generation, we  need  to  pray,  we  need  to  confess  our  sin. 

We  grant  that  God  offers  peace  of  heart,  and  that  in 
troubled  days  like  this,  we  are  to  put  our  faith  completely 
in  Him.  But  don't  forget  that  real  peace  comes  when  we 
have  done  what  the  Lord  wants  us  to  do.  Perhaps  we 
feel  that  one  individual,  one  church,  one  Denomination 
cannot  save  a  nation.  Remember  that  God.  for  ten  nion, 
would  have  saved  Sodom. 

This  scribe  is  convinced  that  the  faithful  prayers  and 
Christian  lives  of  many  saints  of  God  are  even  now  sav- 
ing   America.    But,    unless    more    and    moi-e    people    shed 

(Continued  on  Page   11^ 
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LIFE'S  DAILY  DUTIES 


"As  ye  go,   preach." — Matt.   10:7. 


HI:RE  we  see  JESUS  did  not 
send  the  apostles  forth  without 
an  en-and;  no,  "as  ye  go,  preach." 
They  were  to  be  itinerant  preachers: 
wherever  they  come  they  must  pro- 
claim the  beginning  of  the  gospel, 
saying,  "The  Kingdom  of  heaven  is  at 
hand."  Not  that  they  must  say  noth- 
ing else,  but  this  must  be  their  text; 
on  this  subject  they  must  enlarge: 
let  people  know  that  the  Kingdom  of 
heaven,  the  Me-ssiali,  who  is  the  Lord 
from  heaven,  is  now  to  be  set  up  ac- 
cording to  the  scriptures:  from 
whence  it  follows  that  men  must  re- 
pent of  their  sins  and  forsake  them, 
that  they  might  be  admitted  to  the 
privileges  of  that  kingdom.  It  is  said 
(Mark  6:12),  "They  went  out,  and 
preached  that  men  should  repent"; 
which  was  the  proper  u.se  and  appli- 
cation of  this  doctrine,  concerning  the 
approach  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 
They  must  therefore,  expect  to  hear 
more  of  this  long-looked-for  Messiah 
shortly,  and  must  be  ready  to  receive 
His  doctrine,  to  believe  in  Him,  and 
to  submit  to  His  yoke.  The  preaching 
of  this  was  like  the  morning  light,  to 
give  notice  of  the  approach  of  the 
rising  sun. 

Now  this  was  the  same  that  John 
the  Baptist  and  Christ  had  preached 
before.  Note,  people  need  to  have 
good  truths  pressed  again  and  again 
upon   them,  and  if  they  be   preached 


and  heard  with  new  affections,  they 
are  as  if  they  were  fresh  to  us. 
Christ,  in  the  gospel,  is  the  same  yes- 
terday, today,  and  for  ever,  Heb. 
13:8.  Afterwards,  indeed,  when  the 
spirit  was  poured  out,  and  the  Chris- 
tian church  was  formed,  this  kingdom 
of  heaven  came,  which  was  now 
spoken  of  as  at  hand;  but  the  king- 
dom of  heaven  must  still  be  the  sub- 
ject of  our  preaching;  now  it  is  come, 
we  must  tell  people  it  is  come  to 
them,  and  must  lay  before  them  the 
precepts  and  privileges  of  it;  and 
there  is  a  kingdom  of  glory  yet  to 
come,  which  we  must  speak  of  as  at 
hand,  and  quicken  people  to  diligence 
from    the    consideration    of    that. 

THE  CALL  TO  SERVICE 

Colossians  3:24  tells  us,  "Ye  serve 
the  Lord  Christ."  All  Christians  are 
agreed  that  we  are  to  serve.  Constant 
appeals  from  the  pulpit  and  pow  are 
heard  calling  us  to  service,  until  it 
has  almost  become  a  tiite  theme. 
Perhaps  never  were  these  calls  more 
insistent  than  now.  But  a  little  in- 
quiry will  show  us  that  many  people 
are  perplexed,  and  scarcely  know 
what  is  meant  by  service,  or  what  the 
service  is  to  which  they  ate  callcl. 
This  perplexity  is  ))artly  the  fault  of 
the  pulpit.  If  nine-tenths  of  the  work 
of  the  Church  is  being  done  by  one- 
tnnth  of  its  membership  then  it  is 
partly  the  fault  of  the  one-tenth,  and 
also  of  defective  notions  of  what  con- 
stitutes service.  What  then  is  needed 


when  we  speak  of  a  call  to  service? 

1.  Our  conception  of  service  must 
be  enlarged.  We  must  recognize  that 
the  whole  life  means  service.  The- 
oretically we  accept  this,  but  in  our 
exhortation  to  service  often  ignore  it, 
or  at  least  leave  a  different  impres- 
sion on  the  minds  of  our  hearers.  Ser- 
vice is  too  often  regarded  by  them 
not  as  their  vocation  but  their  avoca- 
tion. It  is  in  the  exceptional  that  it 
is  to  be  i-endered,  and  not  in  the  do- 
ing of  the  daily  task  with  religious 
fidelity.  It  means  attending  Church, 
prayer  meeting,  or  some  other  special 
service;  it  is  teaching  in  the  Sunday 
School  or  helping  in  a  church  supper, 
but  it  is  not  thought  of  as  life's 
everyday  duties.  In  the  endless  va- 
riety of  gifts  and  operations  it  is  too 
often  forgotten  that  these  special 
services  will  not  be  of  much  worth 
unless  the  larger  work  of  each  day  is 
also  a  service  of  the  Lord  Christ. 
Such  a  conception  of  service  will  put 
a  great  enthusiasm,  an  increasing  joy 
into  all  our  work. 

2.  Our  service  must  be  more  intel- 
ligent and  discriminating.  We  have 
learned  that  we  must  not  only  be 
good,  but  be  good  for  something.  We 
need  also  to  learn  that  we  must  not 
only  do  good,  but  do  good  in  a  good 
way.  An  intelligent  consideration  of 
where  and  how  we  can  best  serve  is 
imperative  if  we  are  to  do  our  best. 
Discrimination  is  essential.  Some 
things  are  more  important  than 
others.  We  can  not  do  all  that  there 
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is  to  do  or  that  we  would  like  to  do. 
We  must  learn  to  discriminate  things 
that  differ  and  approve  the  more  ex- 
cellent. 

3.  We  must  keep  in  view  the  pur- 
pose and  result  of  service.  .But  ser- 
vice is  not  for  itself,  nor  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  the  server  something 
to  do.  Its  object  is  to  increase  the 
abundance  of  life;  to  give  others  a 
hunger  for  the  food  with  which  we 
have  been  fed,  in  order  that  they  also 
may  serve. 

Service  fails  unless  it  disciplines 
the  doer  and  helps  the  served.  There 
is  often  too  much  condescension  in 
our  serving.  Seei  me,  I  am  now  going 
to  serve  some  one,  it  often  seems  to 
say.  It  neglects  the  human  element 
in  its  attempt  to  be  scientific.  It 
ought  to  make  the  served  largely  in- 
dependent of  service. 

4.  How  may  we  recognize  a  call  to 
service?  It  comes  in  a  variety  of 
ways;  ordinarily,  for  most  of  us  in 
some  still,  small  voice.  A  teachable 
spirit,  a  yielded  will,  a  listenin<;^  ear, 
will  always  hear  it.  Everything  then 
that  enters  into  life  becomes  God's 
voice  to  the  obedient  servant.  The 
form  of  the  call  will  not  be  tliat  cf  a 
waiting  world  saying  to  me,  Come 
and  help.  But  rather,  am  I  ready  for 
sei-vice  because  I  have  learned  low  to 
live  my  own  life  in  the  presence  of 
God  and  mastered  by  Jesus  Christ? 

It  is  a  call  to  heroic  service,  to 
self-sacrifice,  to  life-long  service,  to 
lose  one's  self  in  order  to  keep  it.  It 
is  a  call  to  serve  the  Lord  Christ. 
As  ye  go,  preach. 

God  is  still  calling  men  and  women. 
The  annals  of  missionary  endeavor 
are  a  chronicle  of  those  calls.  The 
ranks  of  the  ministry  at  home  are  its 
evidence.  God  calls  men  and  wonen 
every  day.  One  of  the  saddest  things 
is  that  so  few  respond.  Many  are 
needed;  too  many  fail  to  enlist.  Many 
are  called;  few  are  chosen.  So  many 
names  are  written  down,  but  after  a 
while  so  many  names  are  erased.  Of 
old  it  was  said,  "Many  followed  no 
more  after  him."  "Will  ye  also  go 
away?"  In  this  matter  history  re- 
peats itself. 

Now,  let  us  look  to  the  type  of  ser- 
vice required;  sacrificial  service  is 
the  type  of  service  that  God  ap- 
proves. This  is  service  that  costs 
something — service  that  is  stained 
with  blood,  as  it  were — sei-vice  that 
contains  utter  devotion  to  the  Master. 
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There  are  indeed  many  motives  for 
such  service.  Gratitudes  for  salvation 
stimulates  our  labor  for  the  Lord; 
the  eternal  needs  of  others  demand 
that  we  give  our  all.  But  not  the 
least  of  the  motives  held  out  by  the 
Holy  Spirit  is  the  hope  of  the  cont- 
ing  of  the  Saviour. 

Writing  to  young  Timothy,  Pau 
charged  him  "before  God,  and  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  shall  judge 
the  quick  and  the  dead  at  his  appear- 
ing and  his  kingdom;  Preach  the 
Word;  be  instant  in  season,  out  of 
season."  (II  Timothy  4:1,  2). 

At  first  it  seems  strange  that  the 
apostle  should  have  mentioned  the 
second  coming  of  the  Lord  in  connec- 
tion with  preaching.  Yet  he  makes 
this  the  incentive  for  keeping  at  the 
task  and  never  giving  up,  irrespec- 
tive of  the  obstacles.  The  Word  must 
be  preached,  always  everywhere.  Any 
place  is  a  God-ordained  pulpit.  The 
curbstone  is  just  as  suitable  as  the 
hearthstone.  Preaching  the  Word  is 
the  preacher's  commission  and  believ- 
er's command.  This,  of  course,  means 
sacrifice — the  sacrifice  of  feelings,  of 
pride,  of  self,  of  time,  and  of  money. 
The  imminency  of  His  coming  calls 
for  concerted  action  lest  we  be  taken 
unawares  and  be  found  in  the  idleness 
of  silence. 

Ghristians  are  called  witnesses,  and 
their  primary  task  is  one  of  witness- 
ing.   They   must    go    everywhere   wit- 
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n';.sKing,  Th<;y  nriuHt  j<''  <:v«-ry where 
witncHninii  and  VMrm  what  th^.-y  know 
of  th»;  Saviour  and  His  Halvation. 
i'hi.s  glon'ouH  doctrine  of  our  L^jrd'H 
coming  does  not  cut  the  nen-e  of 
nii.s.'iionary  zeal;  rather,  it  Htrength- 
enH  it.  His  coming  is  the  mo»t  val- 
uable motive-aH.set  the  church  could 
have  for  real  sacrificial  sei-vice.  It 
mak';s  for  a  going  Christianity.  The 
ki.id  of  Christianity  that  does  not  go 
will  soon  be  gone.  Th*.-  knowiedgfr  of 
our  Lord's  return  is  the  secret  of  in- 
telligent mi.saionary  activity,  and 
missionary  activity  is  the  only  true 
outlet  of  the  knowledge  of  His  com- 
ing. 

"B'e.ssed  are  tho.se  servants,  whom 
tile  Lord  when  he  cometh  .«hall  find 
watching;  vei'ily  I  say  unto  you,  that 
he  shall  gird  himself,  and  make  them 
to  sit  down  to  meat,  and  will  come 
forth  and  serve  them."  (Luke  12:37). 
Jesus  came  to  earth  the  first  time  to 
minister;  and  when  He  comes  again, 
it  will  be  to  minister,  for  love  de- 
lights to  ser\-e.  This  is  the  hope  that 
is  set  before  us  and  which  inspires 
continued  watchfulness. 

Man's  spiritual  need  has  remained 
the  same  throughout  the  centuries.  In 
every  department  of  secular  acti\ity 
this  world  has  traveled  far  since  the 
time  of  the  Apostle  Paul.  Everything 
mundane  is  different.  Politically,  eco- 
nomically, educationally,  socially, 
even  religiously,  man  has  changed 
everything.  But  spiritually  we  are 
still  on  the  same  level,  in  exactly  the 
same  place  where  men  were  at  the 
time  of  the  Letter  to  the  Roman?. 
We   may   go   back  further  than   that. 

On  the  basis  of  law,  in  our  rela- 
tionship with  God,  on  the  question  of 
sin  and  salvation,  this  generation  is 
at  the  same  point  as  were  Adam  and 
Eve  when  they  were  driven  froin  the 
Garden  of  Eden — sinners  in  need  of 
the  saving  grace  of  God. 

Tliere  are  all  sorts  of  mental  dis- 
tinctions, social  strata,  educational 
qualifications,  monetary  differentia- 
tions, political  categories,  and  nation- 
al barriers,  but  spiritually  we  are  all 
alike.  There  is  no  difference  in  the 
provision  of  salvation.  Tliere  is  no 
difference  in  the  way  of  salvation. 

GOD'S  BURDEN  FOR  IS 

At  first  it  may  seem  strange  for 
me  to  say  that  God  wants  us  to  have 
a  burden.  Generally  we  think  of  God 
as  taking  away  our  burdens,  and  that 
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is  right.  The  cares  of  this  life  oupht 
to  be  put  aside  as  we  have  faitli  iri 
God  and  trust  in  Him.  Hut  thoro  is 
one  bunien  which  God  wants  us  lo 
have  fn>iu  the  time  we  ai-e  savod  un- 
til we  draw  our  last  breath  or  until 
Jesus  comes,  and  that  is  a  bunlen  for 
lost  souls.  This  is  the  great  nood  of 
the  hour.  We  have  fine  buildirK-s- 
trained  ministei-s  in  most  places,  mu- 
sic directors,  and  choirs.  But  still  we 
fall  far  short  of  having  a  real  bur- 
den for  the  souls  of  lost  men.  This 
lack  of  burden  is  hindering  us  in  our 
missionary  pivgram.  It  is  stopping  us 
in  our  witnessing  here  at  home.  There 
are  three  things  we  need  if  we  are  to 
be  soul-winners  with  a  burden  for 
the  lost. 

First,  we  must  have  "concern." 
VSTiat  a  lack  of  it  there  is  today. 
How  many  people  .shed  teai-s  over 
souls?  How  many  spend  hours  in 
prayer  over  souls?  People  seem  to 
care  little.  I  believe  that  the  main 
business  of  everybody's  church,  what- 
ever the  denomination  may  be,  and 
of  every  single  work  that  we  may 
have  on  this  earth  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ,  is  soul  winning. 

You  can  go  to  heaven  without 
knowing  Greek  and  Hebrew,  but  you 
cannot  go  to  heaven  without  knowing 
Jesus  Christ.  Sometimes  we  forget 
that.  With  all  our  fine  programs  w.- 
forget  that  men  are  lost,  that  church 
membership,  baptism,  or  morality  "io 
not  save. 

.Second,  we  must  have  "consecra- 
tion," or  you  might  prefer  "separa- 
tion." I  am  old  fashioned;  1  believf- 
in  the  separated  life.  We  are  not  go- 
ing to  win  souls  as  long  as  we  com- 
promise with  the  world.  There  arc 
some  who  stop  doing  anything,  and 
they  are  good,  hut  they  are  just  good 
for  nothing.  Separation  is  not  just 
turning  away,  it  is  turning  to,  as  you 
find  in  Romans  12:1,2.  If  you  are  go- 
ing to  be  given  over  to  the  Lord  and 
separated  unto  His  ta.sk,  turn  away 
from  the  world.  Look  like  a  Christian. 
Act  like  a  Christian.  Behave  like  a 
Christian. 

The  story  i.s  told  of  a  man  who  ha'' 
a  foul  habit  and  went  down  the  s1ie<t 
in  Chattanooga  one  day  to  win  a  man 
to  Christ.  "I'm  interested,"  said  the 
man  whom  he  had  gone  to  see.  "I 
want  to  be  a  Christian,  but  when  1 
trust  the  Lord,  I  prefer  that  some- 
body would  talk  to  me  who  is  not  en- 
gaged in  the  same  things  that  T  do," 


and  he  pointed  out  a  package  of  cig- 
arettes in  the  pocket  of  the  man  wlio 
had  approached  him.  The  man  who 
had  been  witnessing  came  crying  to 
Ills  pastor  and  said:  I'm  through,  I'll 
never  touch  another  one  if  it  hinders 
me  from  winning  a  soul  to  Christ." 
That  very  day  the  man  to  whom  he 
had  witnessed  was  gloriously  saved. 
He  wante-1  to  be  a  child  of  Cod,  but 
he  wanted  folks  to  talk  to  him  who 
were  not  engaged  in  the  same  things 
in  which  he  was  engaged. 

But  separation  is  not  only  turn- 
ing away  from  worldly  things.  It  is 
also  having  a  hatred  for  the  things 
of  the  world.  There  are  some  Chris- 
tian people  who  do  not  engage  in 
worldly  things,  but  they  have  a  lit- 
tle leaning  that  way.  They  do  not 
take  a  stand.  They  say,  "Well,  I 
don't  do  those  things,  but  it's  all 
right  if  somebody  else  wants  to  do 
them."  They  are  so  broad-  minded 
that  they  have  no  convictions  whatso- 
ever. I  believe  that  the  child  of  God 
needs  to  take  a  very  definite  stand 
for  the  things  of  God  against  those 
things  that  are  wrong.  He  should  let 
others  know  where  he  stands  on  these 
matters. 

Third,  we  must  have  "Concentra- 
tion." "This  one  thing  I  do  ..."  Do 
you  know  why  we  do  not  win  more 
people  to  Jesus  Christ  in  our 
churches?  Because  we  do  not  stay  at 
the  job.  Because  we  are  not  seeing 
enough  people.  We  run  around  in  lit- 
tle circles,  and  we  visit  a  few  sick 
folks  and  shut-ins.  We  think  that  is 
all  there  is  to  serving  God,  and  we 
let  the  outside  go  on  their  merry  way. 
Too  many  folks  in  our  churches  can 
do  nothing  for  God  because  they  are 
tied   up   with    everything   else.     They 


belong  to  all  kinds  of  clubs  and  or- 
ganizations, and  they  have  no  time 
for  anything  else.  They  cannot  attend 
prayer  meetings  or  go  visiting  for 
God  because  they  belong  to  too  many 
organizations.  Some  preachers  or 
leadei's  of  churches  become  involved 
in  too  many  things,  and  they  cannot 
give  their  best  to  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  and  soul-winning.  When  we 
come  to  the  end  of  life's  way,  the 
only  things  that  will  count  will  be 
the  souls  we  have  helped  to  win  to 
Jesus  Christ,  ,and  certainly  not  the 
organizations   to  which   we   belonged. 

Renew  ycur  vows  to  the  Lord  and 
say,  "God  being  my  helper,  today  will 
be  the  day  of  beginning."  Then  ask 
Him  to  give  you  a  burden  for  sou's 
that  will  remain  as  long  as  you  walk 
this  earth. 

THE   CHURCH'S   MISSION 

St.  Luke  tells  us  that  when  Christ 
began  His  ministiy,  He  returned 
fi'om  his  sojourn  in  the  wilderness  in 
the  power  of  the  Spirit.  It  w,as  in 
that  power  that  He  undertook  ani 
accomplished  His  marvelous  ministry 
of  reconciliation  and  redemption.  Af- 
ter the  descent  of  the  Spirit  of  God 
at  Pentecost,  the  disciples  went  forth 
to  proclaim  redemption  through  His 
blood,  even  the  forgiveness  of  sins  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.  If  the 
churches  of  the  world  are  to  proclaim 
this  gospel  of  reconciliation  through- 
out the  world,  they  will  have  to  seek 
and  secure  the  power  of  God's  Holy 
Spirit.  We  must  remember,  as  we 
face  this  gigantic  task,  that  the  num- 
bers and  the  machinery  of  which  we 
have  plenty  will  avail  nothing  with- 
out the  help  of  the  spirit  of  power. 

It  is  as  true  today  as  it  was  in  the 
days  of  the  prophet:  "Not  by  might 
nor  by  power,  but  by  my  spirit,  saith 
the  Lord  of  Hosts."  As  the  church 
faces  its  mission  of  helpfulness,  as  it 
confronts  its  stupendous  task,  it  will 
have  to  seek  a  fresh  baptism  of  God's 
Holy  Spirit.  It  must  go  to  that  same 
source  of  power  to  which  the  Master 
had  access;  and  the  church  will  find, 
as  did  Jesus,  that  in  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  the  task  will  be  easy  and 
the  burden  will  be  light,  and  we  shall 
come  off  more  than  conquerors  in  the 
battle  for  the  truth  and  right. 

When  our  Lord  began  His  public 
ministry  the  first  thing  He  did  was 
to  preach.  Matthew  in  his  account  of 
the  life  of  Jesus  tells  us  that  Jesus 
began     His    ministry    at    Capernaum 
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ind  from  that  time  He  began  to 
)reach  and  to  say,  "Repent,  for  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand."  All 
through  His  three  years'  public  niin- 
stry,  Jesus  went  about  preaching  the 
gospel  of  reconciliation. 

Our  Lord  placed  great  emphasis 
apon  pi-eaching.  It  was  by  proclaim- 

ng  the  good  tidings  everywhere  that 
nen  would   learn    of    God's    love    to 

horn.  Paul  in  his  epistle  to  the  Ro- 
nans  emphasizes  the  important  part 
Dreaching  played  in  the  spre.ading  of 
;he  truth.  He  says,  "for  whosoever 
shall  call  on  the  name  of  the  Lord 
shall  be  saved!  How  then  shall  they 

all  on  him  in  whom  they  have  not 
believed,  and  how  shall  they  believe 
in  him  of  whom  they  have  not  heard, 
and  how  shall  they  he,ar  without  a 
preacher  ?  And  how  shall  they  preach, 


except  they  be  sent;  as  it  is  written: 
How  beautiful  are  the  feet  of  them 
that  p,-fach  the  gospfl  of  peace  and 
bring    gla:l    tidings    of    gooi    thing.s." 

So  in  the  mission  of  the  church 
special  emp'hasis  must  b(!  placed  upon 
the  value  of  preaching.  Our  chuich 
must  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  Jesus 
and  Paul.  We  must  preach  the  goripel 
of  forgiveness  through  Jesus  Chiist 
our  Lord.  We  must  proclaim  abroad 
the  glad  news  of  the  forgiveness  of 
sins  through  the  finished  work  of  Je- 
sus C'hi'ist  on  the  cross.  We  must  tell 
men  of  the  Father's  love — that  love 
which  has  been  shed  abroad  in  our 
hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  We  must 
go  with  Paul's  message,  "God  was  in 
Christ  reconciling  the  world  unto 
himself."  It  is  by  preaching  the  gos- 
pel that  the  world  will  be  reconciled 
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to   God;    we   Hhall    fail    in   everythintf 
else  and  our  v.ork  will   be  in   vain. 

thp:  chl'kcji  ihai  .slccllds 

'  T,.ou  .shalt  have  good  .succfeKH."— 
Jo.ihua  1  :H.  'I  he  (Jhurch  of  Christ  ha« 
as  much  light  to  look  fonvard  to 
spiritual  Buccess  an  any  busincKH  ban 
to  expect  commercial  success.  God 
promises  His  people  success  if  they 
will  but  fulfill  the  conditioHK  which 
ma!ce  for  it.  The  Church  of  Jesus 
(Christ  is  facing  the  greatest  oppor- 
tunities of  its  history,  and  in  thi.s  age 
the  church  that  succeeds  must  be: 

First,  a  church  which  preaches  the 
tiuths  of  the  gospel.  We  do  not  need 
a  new  gospel,  but  we  need  the  gospel 
anew — the    gospel    in   which   the   fun- 

( Continued  on  next  Pagej 


A  Complete  Report  on  the  Kentuc\y  Woi\  Camp 


Rev.   Kenneth   Solomon 


The  Kentucky  work  camp  took  place  on  June  I2th-13th 
under  the  cooperative  efforts  of  the  Ohio  District  Breth- 
ren Youth  Board  and  the  National  Brethren  Youth  Or- 
ganization. 


The  group  of  young  people  was  composed  of  r.iembers 
from  the  following  churches:  Ashland  Park  Street  and 
Garber  Memorial,  North  Geoi'getown,  Dayton,  West  Alex- 
andria, Gratis,  and  New  Lebanon.  The  Youth  leaders  of 
our  Denomination  and  the  Drushals  in  Kentucky  are  very 
grateful  to  these  young  people  who  volunteered  for  the 
work  camp  this  year. 

These  young  people  went  to  our  Lost  Creek  Mission 
on  Thursday,  June  11th  and  returned  home  Sunday,  the 
14th.  The  work  begun  by  these  very  industrious  boys 
and  girls  was  completed  by  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Hall  and 
Mr.  Stoddard  (teachers  at  the  mission).  Rev.  Drushal  and 
myself. 

Following  is  a  list  of  what  was  completed  in  the  work 
camp  this  year.  Fifteen  gallons  of  white  paint  were  ap- 
plied to  the  large  girl's  dormitory  to  transform  it  into 
a  very  attractive  building.  Four  gallons  of  gray  porch 
paint  were  used  on  the  porch  floor  and  foundation  blocks. 
White  plaster-board  was  nailed  to  the  roof  of  the  large 
porch  to  hide  the  barren,  unpainted  rafters.  One  room 
of  the  dormitory  was  papered.  Ten  gallons  of  dark  var- 
nish stain  were  applied  to  the  floors  in  the  boy's  dor- 
mitory (Wheeler  Home)  after  they  had  been  sanded  with 
an  electric  sanding  machine.  There  were  at  least  twenty 
rooms  in  which  this  stain  was  used,  including  the  base 
boards,  the  two  long  hallways,  stairs  and  large  living 
room  on  the  first  floor. 

This  represents  just  one  of  the  many  worthwhile  pro- 
jects of  the  Brethren  Youth  of  our  Denomination.  The  fu- 
ture looks  bright  for  the  Brethren  Church  when  we  look 


(An    informal    gathering:    one   evening   during     the 
camp  in  the   Drushal  home.) 


work 


at  the  enthusiastic  ambition  and  consecration  of  our 
Brethren  Youth.  They  are  ever  willing  and  eager  to  work 
for  the  church  in  any  way  possible  if  the  leadei's  of  our 
churches  will  supply  the  challenge  and  the  need.  Bi-eth- 
ren  Youth  is  on  the  march  for  Christ  and  the  Chm-chl 
Let's  keep  supporting  this  wonderful  organization  ^^^th 
our  prayers  and  tinancial  gifts.  By  the  way,  have  you 
given  to  this  year's  Brethren  Youth  Project — the  Gym- 
nasium for  Kentucky?  The  foundation  has  been  com- 
pleted, but  to  continue,  the  project  needs  your  immedi- 
ate financial  support.  Let's  all  build  for  the  futui-e  with 
Brethren  Youth. 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIS'l 


LIFE'S  DAILY    Dl  I'lES 
(Continued   from    Pago   7) 


lianiental  truths  arc  omphasizod  and 
men  once  more  are  told  that  Cluist 
caine  to  save  them;  that  throupli  the 
shedding  of  His  blood  they  can  have 
remission  of  sin,  and  that  above  us  is 
a  God  who  loves  and  cai-es  for  all. 

Second,  the  church  that  succeeds 
must  live  the  truth  that  it  believes. 
The  truth  pi-eached  from  our  pul- 
pits must  be  lived  by  the  people  in 
the  pews.  Truths  must  be  put  into  ac- 
tion. What  the  truth  needs  today  is 
life  and  an  opportunity  to  express  it- 
self in  deeds. 

Third,  the  church  that  succeeds 
must  have  a  humanitarian  love  for 
the  people.  When  Christ  was  here  He 
fed  the  multitudes  and  cared  for  the 
people.  The  work  which  He  did  He 
left  the  church  to  carry  on.  Human 
interests  must  come  before  material 
interests.  The  people  of  God  must 
have  a  saving  love  for  the  people  that 
are  lost. 

Fourth,  The  church  that  succeeds 
must  be  a  soul-winning  church.  The 
gi-eat  thing  after  all  for  which  Christ 
left  His  church  in  the  world  was  to 
save  the  world.  It  is  not  only  true 
that  the  individual  who  wins  souls  is 
wise,  but  the  church  which  wins  souls 
is  wise.  The  church  must  reproduce 
itself;  and  the  only  way  it  can  do 
this  is  through  the  new  lives  which 
are  born  again  in  the  kingdom  of 
God. 

\  TRALNED  MINISTRY 

It  is  obvious  that  if  we  are  effec- 
tively to  preach  the  gospel,  if  we  are 
to  stir  up  the  con.sciences  of  men  and 
win  them  for  Christ,  if  we  are  to 
reach  the  wayward  and  the  lost,  if  we 
are  to  evangelize  the  people  of  for- 
eign lands,  to  have  a  highly  trained 
and  effective  ministi-y  will  be  neces- 
sary. Here  we  are  following  in  the 
footsteps  of  Jesus  Christ.  He  gath- 
ered round  Him  a  band  of  men  called 
apostles.  PV;r  three  years,  Jesus 
trained  them  for  service,  and  they 
became  the  fir.st  preachers  of  the  gos- 
pel. They  were  sent  out  two  by  two 
"to  preach  and  to  say,  "The  King- 
dom of  heaven  is  at  hand." 

Before  Christ  left  them  they  were 
a  band  of  effectively  trained  preach 
ers,  commissioned  to  carry  the  gof.pei 


into  every  part  of  the  woi!d.  Becaus" 
they  went  everywhere  proclaiming 
the  good  news,  we  today  enjoy  the 
benefits  of  the  gospel.  The  rapid 
spread  of  the  gospel  during  the  life 
time  of  the  apostles  is  indicative  of 
the  splendid  training  that  these  men 
received  at  the  hands  of  Christ  and 
also  of  their  effectiveness  as  preach- 
ers of  the  gospel. 

If  our  church  is  to  do  effectively 
the  v>ork  that  lies  before  us,  we  too 
must  have  a  highly  trained  ministry 
— men  who  stand  first  in  the  I'ealm  of 
education,  and  in  the  realm  of  conse- 
cration, trained  skillfully  in  the 
knowledge  of  God's  Word,  men  who 
can  expound  the  living  word  of  God 
and  bring  forth  from  its  great  treas- 
ures the  riches  of  His  grace  for  help 
in  every  time  of  need.  We  shall  have 
to  train  men  so  that  they  shall  ''?how 
themselves  approved  unto  God,  work- 
men that  need  not  to  be  ashairied, 
rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth." 
Ouv  mission,  then,  of  the  churc':  is  to 
train  and  send  forth  hitn  who  will  be 
worthy  successors  of  the  apostles, 
with  a  passion  for  preaching  Christ 
Christ  and  Him  crucified,  who  will 
give  themselves  in  sacrificial  deeds 
of  service  to  win  men  for  Christ. 
They  will  have  a  passion  for  souls, 
will  go  in  the  name  of  Christ,  will 
seek  to  save  those  who  have  gone  as- 
tray, and  will  gladly  take  up  their 
cross  and  follow  Christ.  It  is  the  way 
the  Master  went;  should  not  the  ser- 
vant tread  it  still  ? 

Are  we,  who  are  ordained  to  the 
ministry,  pastors  of  churches  or  min- 
isters of  the  kingdom  ?  Why  this 
question  and  why  the  contrast.  Sure- 
ly the  pastor  of  a  church  is  a  minis- 
ter of  the  kingdom;  and  a  minister 
of  the  kingdom  is  a  pastor  of  a 
church.  Conventionally  and  usually, 
yes.  But  more  deeply  and  vitally, 
maybe  so  and  maybe  not.  In  any  case 
most  of  us  pastors  and  ministers 
need  to  give  ourselves  "the  once 
over"  now  and  then  in  order  to  be 
sure  that  our  work  is  in  line  with  its 
best  ideals. 

In  the  first  place,  by  way  of  re- 
minder, the  Church  and  the  kingdom 
are  not  the  same  thing.  Certainly  no 
particular  church  can  claim  that  dis- 
tinction. The  kingdom  is  a  body  of 
pi-inciples  and  of  people;  it  is  the  rule 
of  God  in  the  hearts  of  men,  and  the 
men  in  whose  hearts  God  rules.  The 
Church  is  the  organization  whose  one 


presumptive  business  is  to  establis! 
God's  rule  in  the  hearts  of  men  an< 
presumably  made  up  of  men  in  whosi 
hearts  God  rules.  But  neither  o 
these  presumptions  is  wholly  true  ti 
the  facts — only  partially  and  approx 
imately  so.  Familiarity  with  any  par 
ticular  church  is  convincing  on  thi; 
point.  The  difference  is  like  that  be 
tween  the  nation  and  the  govern 
ment.  The  government  is  the  instru 
ment,  more  or  less  effective,  of  thi 
nation.  The  nation  is  the  body  o 
principles  and  of  people  for  whici 
the  government  exists.  Christ  estab 
lished  the  kingdom;  the  apostles  es 
tablished  the  churches.  As  minister; 
of  the  kingdom  we  are  specially  re 
lated  to  Christ;  as  pastors  o 
churches  we  are  in  the  "glorious  com 
pany"  of  the  apostles  and  their  di 
vinely  dedicated  successors  in  al 
branches  of  the  Church.  So  much  fo 
the  ideals. 

Many  of  us,  however,  in  practise  i; 
not  in  theory  are  identifying  ou: 
functions  as  ininisters  and  as  pastors 
Very  likely  our  first  idea  of  thd 
ministry  came  from  the  pastor  o: 
some  church.  To  be  a  minister  wa: 
inseparably  associated  in  our  mindii 
with  being  a  pastor.  That  associatioi 
has  nevei-  been  altogether  differen 
tiated.  It  is — and  this  is  the  wors'' 
part  of  the  situation — the  commor 
idea  in  the  mind  of  the  average  lay 
man.  From  it  grows  the  common  noi 
tion  of  the  pastor  as  the  church'; 
hired  man;  paid  a  salary  to  fill  a  po 
sition;  owned  by  the  particular  con. 
gregation;  responsible  to  it  for  wha' 
he  preaches,  how  he  spends  his  timd 
and  energy,  and  how  successfully  h( 
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can  make  it  "run."  Both  churches  and 
ministers  are  hard  boiled  in  the  idea 
that  he  is  "called"  by  that  church  and 
his  main  business  is  to  "serve"  that 
church.  The  whole  thing  is  a  diabol- 
ical perversion  of  the  truth.  It  is  a 
false  point  of  view  that  has  laid  a 
ifyoke  on  the  neck  of  the  minister, 
thrown  into  gear  of  the  chu)'ch,  and 
well-nigh  caused  the  kingdom  of  God 
to  be  forgotten.  To  be  pastor  of  a 
church  is  simply  one  way  of  being 
a  minister  of  the  kingdom. 

:i 

If  a  man  be  a  pastor — and  con- 
ceives of  his  job  as  his  particular 
kingdom  task  for  the  time  being,  he 
will  perform  it  with  a  finer  enthu- 
siasm and  a  freer  spirit  than  he  can 
possibly  put  into  it  otherwise.  He 
will  have  the  kingdom  motive  for 
the  job  in  hand.  As  pastor  of  that 
particular  chui'ch  he  will  never  allow 
the  church  to  dictate  his  preaching 
of  his  policies,  though  he  will  go  the 
limit  of  good  leadership  and  tactful 
management  in  bringing  it  to  the 
standards  he  feels  it  should  attain. 
He  will  confer  and  consult  and  co- 
operate and  play  the  game  of  give 
and  take  as  to  plans  but  never  as  to 
principles.  They  are  dictated  by  the 
kingdom.  That  church  will  not  be  his 
"field";  it  will  be  his  instrument  for 
working  his  field  which  is  the  indi- 
vidual, the  community,  the  State  and 
the  world.  Though  he  may  serve  day 
and  night,  he  is  not  a  servant  of  that 
church;  he  is  its  leader.  It  will  give 
him  a  dignity  and  authority  to  his 
messages  and  his  life  that  will  win 
him  the  respect  of  thoughtful  people 
and  assure  him  a  spiritual  influence 
far  beyond  the  bounds  of  his  own 
congregation. 

Next  thing  that  I  would  have  the 
pastors,  as  well  as  the  congregation, 
realize  is  that  the  church  is  a  living 
thing.  I  can't  go  into  detail  concern- 
ing its  origin,  but  it  is  quite  certain 
that  someone  planted  it.  And  no 
planted  thing  ever  grew  without 
watering.  It  needs  watej'ing  and  it 
needs  to  bear  fruit.  As  we  reckon 
time,  the  Church  is  a  hoary  institu- 
tion. And  yet,  it  is  young  when  one 
considers  the  ideals  which  brought  it 
into  being.  And  like  a  young  tree,  it 
is  tender,  and  it  needs  gentle  and 
careful  treatment. 


not  beyond  being  damaged.  Even  now 
it  is  not  as  healthy  as  it  ought  to  be. 
Many  folk  point  the  finger  of  scorn 
at  it.  To  many  an  outside  person  its 
efficiency  is  gone.  And  we  who  are 
responsible  for  its  life  are  not  free 
from  fault-finding.  ,But  it  is  a  mean 
business.  If  I  have  nothing  construc- 
tive to  offer  by  way  of  helping  to 
maintain  the  Church  as  the  house  of 
God  and  the  gateway  to  heaven  for 
many  weary  souls,  why  should  I  lift 
my  finger  of  scorn  against  it?  It  is 
like  a  man  criticizing  his  mother.  For 
the  chui'ch  is  our  mother.  She  cradled 
us  in  her  bosom,  and  when  we  are 
grown  men  and  women  she  puts  her- 
self in  our  care.  Love  cures  a  mul- 
titude of  sins,  and  a  real  love  for  the 
church  will  do  much  to  keep  her  liv- 
ing and  thriving  and  bearing  fruit  in 
the  hearts  of  men.  ■  .,  .■ 

Let  me  also  remind  you  that  the 
church  is  a  univei'sal  thing.  Paul  can 
do  his  work  in  it,  so  can  ApoUos. 
It  is  a  merciful  thing  on  the  part  of 
the  Creator  that  he  made  all  of  us 
different.  How  unbeai'able  life  would 
be  were  we  all  alike.  We  have  dif- 
ferent tastes,  different  appetites,  dif- 
ferent capacities,  different  tempera- 
ments. Living  as  we  do  in  the  kind 
of  world  this  is,  you  have  something 
to  conti'ibute  to  me,  and  I  have  sonie- 
thing  to  contribute  to  you.  We  sup- 
plement each  other.  We  can  make 
each  other's  life  rich  and  abounding, 
but  we  can  do  each  other  no  good  un- 
less we  recognize  each  other's  indi- 
viduality. You  can't  impose  your  in- 
dividuality on  me,  and  I  would  not  be 
so  presumptuous  as  to  suppose  that 
I  can  impose  my  individuality  on  you. 


It  is   remarkable  how  much  it  has  The  Church  is  not  a  school  of  imi- 

stood.  But  just  as  God  makes  all  liv-  formity   where   all   think   and   believe 

ing    things   tenacious,   so    the    Church  exactly    alike.    If    God    had    made    us 

has  clung  to  life.  All  the  same  it  is  over  one  mold  we  would  be  expected 
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to  think  and  act  alike.  But  ttlnce  that 
is  not  Ihf  ca.se  it  followH  that  in  our 
religion  one  may  he.  myhtic,  another 
practical,  another  intellectual.  Only  in 
one  thing  mu.Ht  we  think  alike,  and 
that  is,  in  the  general  direction  of 
our  lives,  that  diiection  which  Jeadi» 
us  in  the  way  of  sei-\'ice  to  God  and 
our  fellow  men. 

RECOM.VIE.NIXVIKJ-N.S 

In  this  moderatoi-'s  address  I  am 
not  making  any  specific  recommenda- 
tions. I  just  recommend  that  this  en- 
tire dissertation  be  given  serious 
consideration  in  the  heails  of  each 
individual  and  in  each  chuich,  that  it 
may  renown  to  the  glory  of  God.  It 
is  true  that  many  a  church  fails  to 
reach  its  highest  goal  because  of  the 
lack  of  definite  aims.  Here  are  a  few 
suggestions: 

L  A  New  Prayer  Spirit  in  Our 
Church.  The  strong  Chnstian  is  the 
praying  Christian.  The  strong  church 
is  always  the  praying  church.  This 
year  cultivate  the  proper  spirit  in  the 
heart,  home  and  the  church.  As  the 
Brethren  comes  to  be  a  praying 
church,  it  will  come  to  be  a  powerful 
church. 

2.  A  New  Interest  in  Bible  Study. 
The  strong  man  has  a  well  r.ourished 
body.  He  wants  his  regular  meals. 
Many  a  Christian  is  weak  because 
there  is  for  him  so  little  of  spiritual 
food.  As  we  feed  upon  His  word,  we 
will  become  strong.  A  Bible  Reading, 
Bible  loving  church  is  sure  to  be  an 
efficient  church. 

3.  A  New  Interest  in  Missions.  The 
Bible  is  the  greatest  missionary  book 
the  world  has  ever  seen.  The  praying. 
Bible  reading  church  is  ever  a  mis- 
sionary church.  Let  the  aim  of  our 
church  be,  "To  make  each  church  a 
Gospel  center,  a  light  in  the  com- 
munity, and  unto  the  ends  of  the 
earth."    The    world    is    our    parish. 

4.  A  New  Interest  in  Boys  and 
Girls.  Men  and  Women.  This  includes 
both  of  those  of  our  household  of 
faith  and  also  of  the  entii-e  commun- 
ity. Reach  the  lowest  one  in  the  place 
and  we  will  have  taken  a  long  step 
toward  reaching  and  helping  every 
other  person  within  the  radius  of  our 
influence. 

••AS  YE  GO,  PREACH." 

— Da\ton,  Ohio. 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVAN  GEL  IS' 


Missionary    Department 


FROM  THE  BISCHOFS  AT  THE 
LASSA  STATION  IN  NIGERIA 


(July  25,  1953) 


Dear  Ida  and  Clayton: 


Thanks  a  lot  for  your  letter,  Clayton.  We  always  en- 
joy letters  from  the  office.  We  know  how  busy  you  all 
are  with  Doc  and  Jean  getting  ready  to  go  out,  Jane  and 
Rob  louring  the  country  and  the  many  other  details  that 
have  to  be  looked  after.  By  the  way,  we  enjoyed  the 
Missionary  number  of  the  Evangelist  very  much  and 
thought  that  it  was  well  pi-epared. 

The  work  is  going  along  quite  nicely.  That  is,  it 
seems  to  be.  The  only  discouraging  phase  is  the  language, 
as  it  seems  to  go  so  slowly.  Next  Sunday  I  am  to  give 
my  first  sermon  in  Margi  and  it  really  has  been  a  job 
figuring  out  phrases  and  the  sermon.  Many  times  they 
do  not  have  words  that  mean  the  same  as  the  expression 
one  wants  to  bring  out;  so  you  have  to  change  things  all 
around. 

I  am  busily  teaching  again  this  term.  Ida,  I  suppose, 
with  all  the  mistakes  I  have  in  my  letters,  you  are  won- 
dering what  I  am  doing  teaching  English  (Ed.  note: 
Bob's  mistakes  in  English  are  practically  nil).  I  often 
wonder  myself.  However,  it  is  just  the  beginning  Eng- 
lish and  a  "nasar"  (white)  knows  a  little  more  English 
than  the  African  teachers.  I  have  really  been  working  the 
pupils  so  far  this  semester,  but  of  couise,  that  means 
that  I  have  had  to  work  grading  papers. 

(Letter  from    Bob   will   be  concluded  next  week.) 


YOUNG  PEOPLE  AT  WORK 

The  Ohio  Youth  Board  in  conjunction  with  Brethren 
Youth,  Inc.,  sponsoi'ed  a  woi-k  camp  at  Lost  Creek,  Ken- 
tucky, early  in  June.  Because  the  buildings  belong  to 
the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church,  we  want 
to  express  our  appreciation  to  those  who  had  a  part  in 
the  work  camp.  The  most  of  the  time  was  spent  painting 
the  girls'  donnitory. 

Reverend  Kenneth  Solomon  supervised  the  painting 
during  the  two  days  of  the  work  camp  and  remained  the 
following  week  to  complete  the  painting  of  the  dor-mi- 
toiy.  He  spent  the  next  week  helping  in  the  young  peo- 
ple's camp. 


RADIO  EVANGELISM^ARGENTINA 

(Continuation  of  the  letter  from  Mr.  Stacy  in  Argen 
tina,  with  whom  Rob  Byler  works  on  the  "Adielante  Ju 
ventud"  broadcast.) 

.  .  .  Many  thanks  for  the  spools  of  tape  you  have  re 
corded  and  sent  for  our  work  here.  They  are  worth 
great  deal  to  us.  All  you  may  be  able  to  send  down  ii 
the  way  of  organ  (Hammond  or  otherwise)  will  be 
ti-emendous  help. 

I  am  training  a  children's  group  for  radio  programs 
it  is  going  to  be  good,  from  what  I  can  see  so  far,  anc 
through  the  children  we  may  reach  the  parents  anc 
grownups  in  general  easier.  Pray  for  this  work;  it  is  t( 
be  known  as  the  "Children's  Corner,"  another  feature  oi 
"Adelante  Juventud." 

We  were  well  pleased  that  your  Board  voted  to  helj 
us  out  to  the  extent  of  $500  per  year.  It's  wonderful  how 
God  has  provided.  We  have  just  increased  our  progran 
ten  minutes  more  which  meant  a  substantial  increase 
over  what  we  were  paying.  We  never  have  asked  for  one 
cent;  we  have  placed  it  before  the  Lord,  as  you  know 
and  He  has,  step  by  step,  opened  the  way  and  providec 
what  has  been  necessary.  May  I  express,  in  the  name  oJ 
all  the  staff  of  Adelante  Juventud,  our  gratitude  for  such 
immense  kindness  by  helping  to  put  the  good  news  of  Sal- 
vation to  as  many  as  possibly  we  can  reach  by  radio. 

We  are  looking  foi-ward  to  your  return,  and  we  feel 
pleased  it  will  be  around  January  next,  for  the  soonei 
you  can  manage  it,  the  better.  Even  if  you  don't  give' 
full  time  to  the  work  of  the  radio,  we  hope  that  you  will 
be  able  to  devote  more  than  you  did  before.  I  think 
that  it  will  be  satisfying  to  your  .Board  to  know  that  they 
have  a  man  who  is  reaching  every  Sunday  evening  by 
radio  an  audience  that  no  pastor  here  can  and  ever  would 
be  able  to  get  together  in  such  numbers. 

We  are  beginning  to  send  the  first  New  Testaments 
to  the  jails  this  month.  I  purchased  3,000  last  week,  and 
the  first  lots  are  leaving  by  the  end  of  the  month  to  the 
jail  in  Santiago  del  Estero,  for  prisoners,  guards  and  ad- 
ministrative staff — total  823  units  for  that  jail  alone.  We 
need  altogether  63,475  New  Testaments  to  do  all  the 
jails;  as  the  Lord  provides  the  funds,  we'll  move  ahead 
and  do  the  work  silently  and  efficiently.  This  is  just  an- 
other aspect  of  the  work  of  Adelante  Juventud. 

Well,  I  feel  that  this  is  all  for  now.  It  is  quite  a  mile- 
long  letter,  but  you  have  all  or  nearly  all  the  news  I  can 
put  my  finger  on  at  present  .  .  . 

— Harold  E.  Stacey. 


SEPTE.MBER    MISSIONARY    BIRTHDAYS 


David    Byler    

1104  Grant  Street, 
Ashland,  Ohio 


.  September    f)th 


Kenneth    Solomon    

333  Samaritan  Avenue, 
Ashland,  Ohio. 


.  September    1 1th 


s 
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The    FAITH 
of  the 

GOSPEL 


By   Dr.   C.    F.   Yoder 


Dr.  C.  f.  Yoder 
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This  book  is  outstanding  in  its  tioatment  of  those  preciouK  doc- 
trines and  or'dinances  so  vital  to  oui-  faith,  as  Christians,  and  a.- 
Brethren. 

It  is  full  of  scripture  references,  thus  presenting  scriptural  power 
for  the  statements  of  the  author. 

This  book  is  so  outlined  that  it  lends  itself  to  use  in  daily  Bible 
study,  and  in  Prayer  Meeting  and  Bible  Study  groups. 

Carefully  studied,  it  will  prove  a  wonderful  refre.sher  cour.se  foi 
Brethren  as  they  ponder  the  deeper  convictions  of  our  faith. 

Pastors  will  find  it  profitable  to  hand  each  prospective  church 
member,  or  each  new  member  a  copy  of  this  book. 

For  these  reasons,  the  cost  has  been  kept  very  low. 

The  Price:  65c  each,  plus  10c  for  mailing  costs. 

55c   each,   in   lots   of   one    dozen   or   more,   plus    25c     for 
mailing  costs. 

Order  today,  for  yourself,  for  your  friends,  for  prospective  mem- 
bers, and  for  use  in  your  Bible  Study  Classes. 

THE  BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 

524  College   Ave.,   Ashland,   Ohio. 


Items     of   General    Interest 

(Continued  from   Page  2) 


of  the  morning  worship  services  to  take  to  the  homes  of 
the  shut-ins. 

COLLEGE  CORNER,  INDIANA.  The  College  Corner 
Church  recently  held  a  farewell  gathering  for  the  Pastor, 
■Brother  Ernest  Minegar,  and  his  family.  Eighty-one  mem- 
bers and  children  were  present.  Brother  Minegar  preached 
his  last  sermon  for  the  College  Corner.  Brethren  on  Au- 
gust 16th. 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  Dr.  M.  P.  Puterbaugh  is 
scheduled  to  speak  in  the  Milledgeville  Church  on  Sun- 
day, September  6th. 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  The  church  has  voted  to  install  a 
new  heating  system  in  the  church,  since  the  old  boiler 
is  worn  out.  A  Cash  Day  will  be  held  in  September  to 
raise  money  foi'  it. 

LANARK,  ILLINOIS.  Brother  J.  D.  Hamel,  Moderator 
of  the  Central  District  Conference,  has  announced  that 
the  dates  for  their  Confei-ence  this  fall  are  October  8th 
to  11th.  The  Conference  will  be  held  in  the  Milledgeville 
church.  More  will  be  said  relative  to  this  later. 

In  the  August  16th  Bulletin  from  the  Lanark  church, 
Brother  J.  D.  Hamel  announces  his  resignation  as  pastoi' 


of  the  church,  to  become  effective  after  the  last  Sunday 
in  October. 

Brother  Hamel   has   been   called,   and   has   accepted   the 
Pastorate   of  the   South   Bend,  Indiana,   Brethren   Church. 

ITINERARY  OF  THE 
AMBASSADOR'S  QUARTET 

Quartet    Persomiel:    Charles    Huff.    Ronald    Ritchey.    Wil- 
liam Curtis,  Glenn  Grumbling 

AKRON — Sunday  evening,  August  23i-d. 
VTNCO— Monday  evening,  August  24th. 
SERGEANTSVILLE— Wednesday  evening,  August   J^th. 
GEORGETOWN— Thursday  evening.   August   27th. 
WASHINGTON— Friday  evening.  August   28tJi. 
HAGERSTOW^N— Sunday    morning,   August   30th. 
WAYNESBORO— Sunday  evening,  August   30th. 
ST.  JAMES — Monday  evening,  August  31st. 
ST.   LUKE— Thursday  evening,   September  3ni. 
BETHLEHEM— Sunday    morning    September    Gdi. 
MT.   OLIVE— Sunday  evening,   September  6th. 
MATHIAS— Tuesday   evening.    September   8th. 
OAK   HILL— Thursday   evening,    September   10th. 
TERRA  ALTA— Friday  evening.  September  11th. 
LOST    CREEK— Satui-day-Monday.    Sept^iber    12th-14th. 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVAisJGELlS'l 


rolMC  FOU  AUGUST  30.  1953 

(H  IKEACH   OF  THE  CHRISTIAN   HOME 

SCKM^TKE   READING:  Liike   15:11-24 

AS  WE  READ  THROUGH  this  never  to  be  forgotten 
story  that  Jesus  told  so  long  ago,  we  wonder  which 
uf  the  two  sons  Jesus  really  had  in  mind,  or  is  it  the  par- 
able of  the  prodigal  father?  Perhaps  it  is  all  three.  The 
young  man  who  took  his  part  of  the  inheritance  and 
wasted  it  in  riotous  living  is  certainly  not  to  be  held  up 
as  an  example  for  our  young  people.  But  neither  should 
we  emulate  the  elder  brother  who  was  selfish  and  unfor- 
gi\'ing.  Maybe  the  trouble  was  with  the  father.  He  may 
have  been  so  busy  with  managing  the  affairs  of  the  farm 
that  he  had  no  time  to  teach  his  sons  that  pride,  selfish- 
ness, and  pleasure  are  not  the  roads  that  lead  to  the  abun- 
dant and  happy  life.  Of  course  we  cannot  be  dogmatic  on 
this  point,  for  Godly  parents  sometimes  have  children 
who  never  think  of  God  and  sometimes  the  greatest  saints 
come  from  Godless  homes.  But  the  inile  in  the  great  ma- 
jority of  cases  is  that  Christian  children  will  come  from 
homes  where  the  parents  take  the  time  to  train  their 
children  in  the  Christian  faith  and  attend  church  .services 
regularly  with  their  children.  So  it  may  be  well  to  ask 
ourselves,  who  is  the  prodigal  in  this  story  ? 

1.  THE  YOUNG  PRODIGAL.  None  of  us  are  going  to 
spend  much  time  in  trying  to  defend  the  actions  of  this 
young  man.  He  was  young  and  desired  to  see  the  world 
no  matter  how  much  heartache  and  suffering  he  brought 
to  others.  His  main  concern  was  to  be  free  from  all  the 
restraints  of  home  and  to  enjoy  a  good  time.  So  long  as 
the  money  lasted,  he  thought  that  he  was  having  "the 
time  of  his  life."  It  was  not  long,  however,  until  all  of 
his  money  was  gone  and  with  it  went  all  of  the  fair 
weather  friends  he  had  made. 

There  comes  a  time  in  the  life  of  every  young  person 
when  he  must  leave  the  protective  caie  of  his  parent's 
home.  This  is  good  and  natural.  But  the  point  here  seems 
to  be  that  the  younger  son  was  leaving  home,  not  because 
he  had  matured,  but  because  he  was  rebelling  against 
the  iiile.s  and  regulations  of  the  homf.  In  so  doing,  he 
went  out  and  wasted  the  best  years  of  his  life.  Mistakes 
and  attitudes  that  could  have  been  vei-y  easily  corrected 
at  home  grew  until  they  required  a  major  opeiation.  On 
the  other  hand  virtues  and  attitudes  that  should  have  been 
cultivated  were  stunted  and  never  did  come  to  full  bloom. 

2.  THE  OLDER  PRODIGAL.  There  is  not  too  much 
difference  betwf-en  these  two  young  men.  Both  of  them 
wanted  to  have  their  own  way.  The  younger  coveted  a 
good  time.  Like  Esau,  he  mortgaged  the  future  for  a  pot 
of  soup.  The  older  one  was  like  Jacob  and  was  willing  to 
capitalize  on  his  brother'.s  weakness.  He  did  not  covet 
a  good  time  as  did  his  brother,  but  he  looked  with  long- 


ing eyes  over  the  fields  he  was  cultivating  for  his  father 
When  his  brother  left  home  with  his  share  of  the  inher- 
itance, he  was  happy  for  he  knew  it  would  not  be  long 
until  the  farm  belonged  to  him. 

Here  in  one  great  parable,  Jesus  gives  two  of  the  big- 
gest sources  of  unhappiness  in  our  world — the  love  ol 
l)leasures  and  possessions  more  than  love  of  God  and  of 
our  fellowman.  That  is  one  of  the  dominant  philosophies 
of  our  world:  get  what  you  want  if  you  can  get  it  and 
don't    be    too    concerned    about    its    effects    on    others. 

3.  THE  ELDER  PRODIGAL.  It  has  been  already  sug- 
gested that  the  father  might  have  had  a  part  in  the  atti- 
tudes and  actions  of  his  two  sons.  If  our  children  are  to 
follow  in  the  path  and  faith  of  the  fathers,  our  parents 
must  not  take  lightly  their  responsibilities  of  Christian 
training  in  the  home.  They  should  see  that  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Bible  are  faithfully  followed.  They  shouk 
make  it  a  practice  to  worship  with  their  children  in 
church  every  Sunday. 

4.  PARENTS  CAN   HELP  IN    THE    CHOICE    OF    A 

COLLEGE.  In  recent  weeks  we  have  pointed  out  some 
of  the  ways  parents  can  help  their  children  in  choosing 
friends,  life's  work,  and  entertainment.  Let  us  now  point 
out  that  parents  can  help  their  children  in  the  choice  of 
a  college.  It  is  our  conviction  that  more  young  people 
should  look  to  their  church  college  when  they  are  making 
plans  for  their  education.  That  means  that  more  of  our 
young  people  should  attend  Ashland  College.  The  future 
growth  of  our  church  will  depend,  to  a  large  extent,  on 
how  many  of  our  young  people  attend  our  college.  State 
schools  and  large  universities  are  not  concerned  with  the 
great  doctrines  of  faith  and  many  times  are  openly  hos- 
tile to  them.  It  should  also  be  observed  that  more  leaders 
for  the  democratic  way  of  life  have  been  trained  in  small 
Christian  colleges  in  proportion  to  their  eni'ollments  than 
have  been  trained  in  the  large  universities. 

.'").  THE  GREAT  NEED  OF  TODAY  is  for  young  men 
and  women  who  are  looking  for  ways  in  which  they  can 
help  and  sei've  their  fellowmen.  One  of  the  really  great 
texts  of  the  Bible  states,  "By  faith  Moses  .  .  .  refused  to 
be  called  the  son  of  Pharaoh's  daughter;  choosing  rather 
to  suffer  affliction  with  the  people  of  God,  than  to  enjoy 
the  pleasures  of  sin  for  a  season;  esteeming  the  reproach 
of  Christ  greater  riches  than  the  treasures  of  Egypt." 
Heb.  11 :24-26.  It  is  always  refreshing  to  read  that  pas- 
sage after  reading  the  Parable  of  the  Prodigal  Son.  The 
church  is  calling  for  servants  on  every  field — at  home,  in 
the  ministry,  and  on  the  mission  fields.  Will  you  heed 
the  call?  Or  will  the  noise  of  the  crowd  drown  out  the 
master's  call,  and  the  sight  of  gold  and  fields  blind  your 
eyes  to  the  needs  of  the  woild  ? 


\ 


QUESTIONS  FOR  DISCUSSION 

1.  Can  you  think  of  any  other  persons  in  the  Bible  who 
might  be  called  prodigal  sons  or  prodigal  parents?  Make 
a  list  of  them. 

2.  How  can  you  help  serve  the  church  and  Christ  in 
your  community? 

'■',.  Who  should  be  ministers  and  missionaries? 

4.  How  do  you  feel  about  going  to  a  church  school? 
What  are  its  advantages  ?  Its  disadvantages  ? 
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Vraijer  Wleetinci 
Studies 


PREACH  CHRIST,  O  MEN! 

Preach  Christ,  O  men — His  blood,  His  saving  power! 

jNever  the  need  was  greater  in  an  hour 

iFhan  in  this  hour!  Cry  out  His  blessed  Name. 

D  Preachers,  Teachers,  set  the  world  aflame 

For  Christ,  that  those  who  walk  earth's  darkened  roads 

May  feel  His  hand  beneath  their  heavy  loads, 

May  come  to  know  Him  as  their  Saviour,  Fiiend, 

Who   will  walk  with   them   until   the  journey's  end. 

Preach   Christ,   O   men!   Their  hunger  is  so  great! 

The  days  are  swift — there  is  no  time  to  wait. 

You  hold  the  bread  of  life  within  your  hands, 

|And  the  living  water  for  their  thirst.  The  lands 

Of  earth  cry  out  for  what  you  have  to  give : 

The  living  Christ — preach  Him,  that  they  may  live. 

— Grace  Noll  Crowell. 

PAUL  WAS  CONVERTED  to  the  right  kind  of  .a  min- 
istry (Acts  26:14-19).  There  is  no  substitute  for 
jGod's  plan  which  is  the  preaching  of  His  Word  (1  Cor. 
!l:21).  Preachers  are  to  preach  Christ  and  not  them- 
iselves  (2  Coi'.  4:5).  To  preach  one's  speculations  or  opin- 
ions is  to  preach  one's  self  (2  Peter  1:20).  The  pulpit 
and  class  room  are  no  places  for  doubts  and  theories  (2 
Cor.  4:13;  Acts  4:20).  Paul,  the  uncomparable  preacher, 
preached  "Christ  and  him  crucified,"  and  surely  we  need 
to  walk  in  his  steps  (1  Cor.  2:2).  This  world's  cry  in  its 
sin  is  to  "see  Jesus"  (John  12:21).  There  is  only  one 
magnet  that  will  draw  men  from  sin  (John  12:32).  To 
preach  Christ  only  in  His  humanity  without  regard  to 
His  deity  is  to  have  no  gospel  (Isaiah  43:11;  9:6).  Faith 
in  ,a  dead  man  cannot  save  us  (1  Cor.  15:17).  We  preach 
Christ,  the  anointed  Messiah,  the  God-appointed  Deliver- 
er, the  divinely-  sent  Saviour  (1  Tim.  3:16).  To  preach 
Him  as  the  world's  perfect  example  is  not  enough  (John 
1:29;  Matt.  16:16-18).  To  preach  Him, without  His  sac- 
rifice is  to  strip  Him  of  His  Saviourhood  (Heb.  9:26,  28, 
32).  Jesus  is  the  world's  Saviour  because  of  His  essen- 
tial humanity  and  His  essential  deity  which  m.ade  Him 
our  Kinsman  Redeemer  (Heb.  2:14-17). 

Jesus  Christ  is  to  be  preached  as  absolute  Lord  of  our 
lives  (John  13:14).  We  practice  trine  immersion  in  bap- 
tism because  of  the  Lordship  of  Christ  (Matt.  28:18,  19). 
This  same  Lordship  makes  us  missionaries  to  the  ends 
of  the  earth. 

Christ's  authority  involves  one's  individual  and  free 
approach  unto  God  for  belief  (Mark  16:16),  repentance, 
and  baptism  (Acts  2:38),  to  pray  for  one's  self  (1  Tim. 
2:8),  and  to  give  for  one's  self  (I  Cor.  16:2).  The  Lord- 
ship of  Christ  involves  separation  of  church  and  state 
(John  18:36).  Let  Caesar's  dues  be  paid  to  Caesar,  but 
consciences  and  souls  are  made  for  God  alone  (Matt. 
22:21).  No  institution  nor  spiritual  potentate  dares  come 


between  a  .soul  and  its  divine  Lord  M  Tim.  2:5;.  If  Jr;HU« 
is  Lord,  obedience  to  Him  is  vital  ^RomanH  0:10^  Under 
His  Lordship  we  need  not  fear  death  (Rev.  1:17,  18), 
nor  what  man  can  do  (Romans  8:31 ). 

Having  salvation,  wc  follow  our  Lord's  exa/npLe  (1 
Peter  2:21).  "He  went  about  doing  good."  We  are  to 
do  good  in  His  name  (Col.  3:17).  We  are  to  do  all  He 
commanded  (Luke  6:46).  Gieat  believerH  are  great  doers 
(James  2:14,  17,  20).  A  Christian  is  debtor  to  whoever 
needs  him  (Romans  1:14,  15).  The  evangelism  that 
teaches  converts  "to  obsei-ve  all  things  which  I  have 
commanded  you"  is  the  only  right  kind.  "P'or  Jesus' 
sake"  is  the  only  right  motive.  That  means  death  to  self, 
self-will,  self-preference — a  constant  crucifi.xion  of  self 
(Gal.  2:20). 

To  preach  Ch)ist  is  to  be  summoned  to  courageous  en- 
durance (2  Cor.  4:1).  No  lazy  man  should  ever  be  a 
preacher  (2  Tim.  4:5).  The  ti-ue  preacher  is  a  man  of 
purity,  honesty,  and  integrity  (2  Cor.  4:2).  Let  all  who 
teach  and  preach  be  the  right  kind  of  men ! 


Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vanafor 

Lesson   for   August    30,    1953 

STANDARDS  FOR  CHRISTLAN  LEADERS 

Lesson:   I  Timothy  4:7-16 

TN  THIS  LESSON,  which  covers  three  portions  of  Paul's 
-*-  First  Letter  to  Timothy— 3:1-13;  4:7-16  and  5:21-22. 
although  only  the  passage  from  the  fourth  chapter  is  to 
be  found  in  the  printed  portion — we  find  Paul  setting 
forth  the  qualifications  for  the  office  of  an  Elder  (3:1-7) 
and  also  those  of  the  deacon  (3:8-13).  In  the  other  two 
passages  (4:7-16  and  5:21-22)  there  are  to  be  found  the 
ideals  or  "standards"  for  those  who  assume  such  posi- 
tions. 

May  we  pause  here  to  say  very  quickly  that  there 
should  be  no  difference  in  the  standard  or  ideals  of  Chris- 
tians, whether  they  be  pastors,  deacons,  or  just  lay 
members  of  the  church.  This  we  tried  to  show  in  a  pre- 
vious lesson. 

This  lesson  can  easily  be  divided  into  a  natural  outUne, 
and  in  so  doing  we  can  find  also  a  program  for  Christian 
living  or  a  "standard"  which  we  can  set  up.  a  standard 
which  should  be  followed  by  any  Christian  without  ever 
overburdening  him.  Really  these  four  steps  which  we  ai"e 
going  to  set  forth  should  be  the  logical  pathway  over 
which  each  person  must  travel  in  order  to  be  a  Christian. 

1.  Live  a  godly  life.  This  is  the  foundation  upon  which 
the  other  three  must  rest.  To  live  a  godly  life  does  not 
mean  that  we  must  have  all  the  attributes  of  God — that 
we  are  to  become  a  god  of  sorts.  It  does  mean  however. 
that  we  must  be  filled  with  reverence  and  love  for  God 
and  willing  to  conform  to  the  laws  and  commandments 
which  God  has  laid  do\\-n  foi-  us  to  follow.  Of  course  this 
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is  no  "easy"  task  tl\at  can  be  performed  without  thinking. 
It  is  not  something:  which  we  can  do  automatioally.  We 
often  sjiy  that  one  does  not  Wcome  a  good  auto  driver 
until  he  can  drive  without  thinking  about  it.  Hut  the  fact 
is  that  he  must  "think"  about  his  driving  even  tluuigh 
the  piT>cesses  have  become  rather  automatic.  The  one  who 
does  not  think — does  not  keep  his  mind  on  his  driving- 
is  a  diuigeivus  fellow  to  meet  on  the  road.  It  is  so  with 
the  Christian  life:  wo  must  put  our  mind  to  tho  courst' 
God  has  laid  out  or  disaster  follows.  We  must  follow 
after  God. 

2.  We  must  be  good  examples  before  men.  Whether  we 
know  it  or  not  there  is  always  some  one  who  has  picked 
us  out  as  an  ideal  or  example.  To  that  one  what  we  do 
is  the  thing  they  want  to  do;  what  we  wear  becomes 
their  fashion;  the  way  we  talk  becomes  their  example  of 
good  usage,  and  so  on.  If  we  are  Christian  by  our  own 
testimony,  then  our  standard  of  living  as  a  Christian  be- 
comes their  standard.  What  sort  of  an  example  are  you? 

3.  We  must  learn  to  cultivate  the  gifts  God  has  given 
us — the  talents  with  which  we  have  been  endowed.  Paul 
tells  Timothy  to  "give  attendance  to  reading,  to  exhorta- 
tion and  to  doctrine,"  and  not  to  neglect  the  gift  which 
came  upon  him  when  "hands  were  laid  upon  him."  In 
other  words  one  should  be  prepared  at  any  moment  to 
give  testimony  concerning  his  o^v^^  life  as  it  relates  to 
God. 

4.  Be  eternally  on  the  job.  Not  an  altogether  elegant 
expression,  but  to  the  point.  Someone  has  commented  on 
this  passage  by  saying  that  it  just  means  "Keep  on  prac- 
ticing these  things;  keep  on  in  them."  Concentrate  on  the 
vital  elements  of  Christian  living  and  so  make  them  such 
a  part  of  you  that  you  will  not  be  happy  doing  other- 
wise. It  has  been  said  that  "the  character  and  fidelity 
of  leaders  are  the  foremost  factors  in  their  usefulness." 
This  applies  not  alone  to  leaders,  but  to  each  and  every 
individual  Christian. 
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their  indifference  and  their  sin,  going  to  their  knees  in 
humble  prayer,  God  will  need  to  ask  the  faithful  to  stand 
by  as  He  brings  sudden  desti-uction  as  punishment  for 
sin. 

Brethren,  America  is  on  sinking  sand.  Getting  more 
drunken  by  the  hour,  going  more  and  more  hopelessly  in 
debt  each  day,  our  enemies  tricking  us  into  a  truce; 
all  pre.sents  a  dismal  picture,  which  if  you  don't  want  to 
face  it,  will  cause  you  to  criticize  this  Editor  for  print- 
ing it  here.  The  facts  are  real,  though,  and  we  challenge 
anyone  to  prove  that  they  do  not  exist. 

WHAT  CAN  WE  IK)  ABOUT  IT?  God  will  honor  our 
prayers.  So,  let  uh  pray.  God  will  honor  the  Christian  life, 
.so  let  us  purify  our  lives,  our  homes,  our  business  rela- 
tions, our  social  activities.  God  will  honor  our  gifts.  So 
let  us  give  to  the  support  of  our  church,  our  Denomina- 


tional enterprises.  God  will  honor  our  cooperation  at 
love  one  for  another  as  .Brethren.  So,  let  us  work  togeth( 
for  the  common  cause  of  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  < 
Jesus  Christ,  and  the  winning  of  lost  men  to  Him.  Th( 
God  will  honor  us,  and  the  threats  to  bur  national  secu 
ity  will  be  removed. 

.\LL   IS  NOT  LOST!  Even  in  the  eleventh  hour,  v 
I'an  rise  to  be  "people  of  the  hour"  by  setting  the  pat 
to  get  America  off  the  sinking  sand.  God  is  greater  thi 
all    the   forces   of   Satan.    We   firmly   believe   that   God 
waiting  for  more  and  more  people  to  call  upon  Him. 

Are  you  willing  to  be  among  the  faithful  in  this  hoi 
of  America's  need?  God  is  faithful,  dear  friends,  but  t 
can't  be  fooled. 

We  are  not  pessimistic  in  pi'esenting  this  Editorial;  v 
are  concerned.  Won't  you  help  to  enlist  others  to  pr£ 
and  live  so  that  we  might  be  worthy  of  that  which  Gc 
can  do  to  get  us  off  the  sinking  sand? — W.  S.  B.  Edito 
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Doctrinal  Statements 

H>    the  Late  Dr.  J.  Allen  Miller 
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V.  BAPTISM:  IT  IS  IMMERSION  IN  WATER 

We  must  note  in  the  fii'st  place  that  Jesus  Christ  Hin 
self  instituted  baptism.  It  stands  at  the  very  threshold  t 
the  church.  Commanded  by  Jesus,  Matthew  28:18-20,  ar 
diligently  observed  by  the  apostles  as  shown  throughoi 
the  Acts, — certainly  this  should  make  us  cautious 
dealing  lightly  with  this  command. 

Let  it  be  noted  then  that  in  every  instance  in  the  Ac 
where  men  were  received  into  the  church  it  was  by  ba; 
ism.  And  of  especial  significance  is  the  fact  that  it  w; 
everywhere  the  baptism  of  believers  in  Christ.  This 
either  clearly  stated  or  implied.  A  study  of  the  typici 
cases  in  Acts  will  show  that  men  wei-e  commanded  to  r 
pent,  to  believe,  and  to  be  baptized.  See  Acts  2:37-3 
8:12;  16:15;  18:8. 

Let  us  put  all  special  pleading  aside  and  take  the  wo] 
at  its  simplest  meaning.  What  does  the  word  Bapti: 
mean  ?  It  is  a  Greek  word  and  its  only  primary  meanir 
in  Greek  is  to  dip,  to  immerse.  The  word  never  means 
sprinkle  or  to  pour  in  the  original  language.  This  mea: 
ing  is  supported  by  every  reference  to  baptism  in  tl, 
New  Testament.  To  baptize  is  to  immerse. 
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Since  our  last  report  six  have  been  added  to  the  mem- 
jership  of  the  church,  five  by  baptism  and  one  by  letter. 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Grumbling  of  Bryan,  Ohio,  held  our  re- 
vival prior  to  Easter.  Rev.  Gnimbling  preached,  led  the 
singing,  and  gave  "Bible  magic"  lessons;  and  Mrs.  Grum- 
Wing  was  pianist  and  gave  Gospelgraph  messages.  The 
average  attendance  for  fourteen  services  was  seventy- 
three.  Each  service  was  of  a  very  high  order. 

On  March  13th,  the  Huntington  Brethren  Youth  enter- 
tained the  youth  of  the  southern  churches  of  the  Indiana 
District.  Over  100  were  in  attendance.  Our  local  youth 
raised  $100  for  the  Lost  Creek  school  project.  We  had 
seven  to  attend  the  Shipshewana  camps. 

For  the  first  six  months  of  the  calendar  year  our  at- 
tendance has  made  the  following  averages:  Sunday 
school,  108;  morning  worship,  86;  evening  worship  61; 
Brethren  Youth,  11;  prayer  meeting,  24. 

Sunday,  May  3rd,  we  had  the  mortgage  burning  ser- 
vice for  the  parsonage  indebtedness.  Brother  Walter 
Lichtenberger,  secretary  of  the  Indiana  District  Mission 
Boai'd  gave  the  message.  He  urged  that  the  church  al- 
ways keep  a  project  before  it  as  an  incentive  to  greater 
effort.  The  State  Mission  Board  had  given  some  assist- 
ance toward  the  parsonage  fund  prior  to  our  becoming 
wholly  self-supporting  on  September  1,  1951. 

The  moderator  of  our  congregation,  Earl  E.  Kreiger, 
gave  an  excellent  talk  on  "A  Look  Backward  and  a  Look 
Foi'ward."  Those  who  took  part  in  the  mortgage  burning 
were  Archie  Smith  and  James  M.  Newman,  former  trus- 
tees; Arthur  Stahl,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees: 
Walter  Woehler,  president  of  the  Laymen's  Organiation: 
Mrs.  Floyd  Teusch,  president  of  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Society;  James  E.  Maxton,  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
school;  the  moderator;  and  the  pastor.  Special  music  was 


furnished  by  our  men's  chorus  and  male  quartet.  There 
was  "open  house"  at  the  parsonage  all  day.  The  parson- 
age had  been  re-decorated  inside  and  some  improvements 
had  been  made. 

The  parsonage  is  located  directly  across  the  street 
from  the  church  entrance,  and  is  on  a  corner  lot.  It  was 
purchased  April  30,  1949  for  the  sum  of  S6,500.  The  in- 
terest and  improvements  since  the  purchase  have 
amounted  to  $1,200.  On  the  whole  of  this  expense  the 
local  congregation  contributed  $6,700.  Tlie  Indiana  Mis- 
sion Board  contributed  about  $1,000  on  the  purchase 
price. 

Two  recent  outside  speakers  have  been  Rev.  Eugene 
Beekley  with  his  slide  lecture  on  Holy  Land  travels,  and 
Rev.  Virgil  E.  Meyer,  who  presented  the  building  needs 
of  the  college.  The  Huntington  Church  is  holding  quar- 
terly cash  rallies  for  raising  money  for  the  college  build- 
ing progi'am.  We  have  two  other  money-raising  projects 
at  this  time.  One  is  a  station  wagon  fund,  and  the  Lay- 
men are  undertaking  the  placing  of  new  type  (insulite) 
ceiling  on  the  basement  auditorium. 

Our  Bible  school  had  an  enrollment  of  82,  and  an  aver- 
age attendance  of  66.  182  were  present  for  the  demon- 
stration program.  A  love  offering  at  this  senice  of  $105 
was  lifted  for  Sister  Letha  Swain,  our  childi-en's  diWsion 
superintendent,  who   has   been   ill  since   Christmas. 

Mrs.  Eugene  Beekley  gave  a  much  appreciated  talk  at 
our  Mother-Daughter  banquet  in  May.  85  were  present, 
Mrs.  Gilmer  is  gi^^ng  a  series  of  talks  on  Brethren  His- 
tory and  Missions  at  our  morning  woi^ship  services.  Much 
interest  in  this  kind  of  information  is  being  shown.  Truly 
we  need  to  have  our  appi-eciation  of  our  Bi-ethi-en  heri- 
tage renewed  from  time  to  time. 

— C.  Y.  Gilmer.  Pastor. 
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hems  of  general  Interest 


JONES  MILLS,  PENNA.  Brother  Elmer  M.  Keck  an- 
nounces that  a  Revival  Meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Jones 
.Mills  Brethren  Church  September  7th  to  20th.  The  Evan- 
gelist is  Rev.  William  S.  Crick,  Pastor  of  our  Gratis, 
Ohio,  church. 

JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  SECOND  BRETHREN.  The 
Second  .Brethren  young  people  won  the  attendance  ban- 
ner at  the  Cambria  County  Brethren  C.  E.  Union  Rally 
held   on   August  4th,   in  the  Vinco   Brethren   Church. 

Brother  Bruce  C.  Shanholtz  was  the  speaker  at  the 
Moxham    Union   Sunday  evening  service   on   August  2nd. 

JOHNSTOWN,  PPLNNA.  THIRD  BRETHREN.  Brother 
K.  M.  Riddle  tells  us  that  the  church  redecoration  pro- 
gram has  been  completed.  A  Special  Rededication  Ser- 
vice, with  a  nice  attendance  and  program,  was  held  on 
Sunday,  Augu.st  16th. 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  From  Brother  William  S.  Crick's  bul- 
letin we  learn  that  the  Miami  Valley  Brethren  Youth 
Rally  will  be  held  in  the  Williamst^-jwn  Brethren  Church, 
Williamstown,  Ohio,  on  Sunday  afternoon  and  evening, 
September  13th. 

A  "Youth  Talent"  Service  in  which  "any  and  all  of  our 
young  people  who  have  musical  talent,  or  who  are  tak- 
ing lessons,'  are  invited  to  participate,"  is  planned  for  the 
near  future.  The  offering  will  go  to  thf;  local  .Brethren 
Youth  Group  toward  their  projects. 


BRYAN,  OHIO,  A  summary  of  the  1952  "Memorij 
Card  Fund"  of  the  Bryan  Church,  indicates  total  receipt 
of  $204.(51.  'I  ho  money  is  obtained  from  those,  who  instea 
of  buying-  flowers  for  deceased  loved  ones,  send  a  can 
and  give  the  money  to  the  fund. 

Benevolent  work  done  with  this  money  includes  gift 
to  the  College  Chapel  Fund,  Bryan  Brethren  Radio  Houi 
Brethren's  Home,  Dr.  Yoder,  College  Building  prograrr 
chickens,  coke,  fruit,  juice  and  flowers  for  the  sick. 

FLORA,  INDIANA.  A  new  Baldwin  Electric  Organ  wa 
used  for  the  first  on  Sunday,  August  16th,  with  a  specia 
dedication  service  being  planned  for  September  6th,  ac 
cording  to  the  Pastor,  Brother  C.  A.  Stewart. 

ROANN,  INDIANA.  In  Brother  Whetstone's  request  ii 
his  bulk^tin  for  men  to  come  and  help  Vv^ith  the  improve 
ment  work  at  the  church  there  is  the  promise  that  thi 
"job  will  soon  be  done." 
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By  the  Eklitor 


That 


(Editor's  Note:  This  being  the  week  after  General  Con 
ference,  and  also  in  the  peak  of  vacation  time  as  far  a; 
Pastors  are  concerned,  we  do  not  have  very  many  churcl 
bulletins  from  which  to  glean  the  news. 

We  are  urging  Pastors,  that,  as  they  begin  their  fal 
season  of  church  work,  they  include  the  regular  sending  o: 
their  bulletins  to  this  office.  It  will  help  to  keep  youi 
church  "In  t'he  News."  Remember,  if  it's  nevt^s,  we'l 
print  it!" 

While  we're  on  the  subject  of  news,  we  might  enlarge 
on  what  we  mean  by  "news."  "News"  is  not  the  regulai 
meetings  of  local  societies  or  organizations.  It  is  not  the 
regular  Sunday  services,  for  most  of  the  churches  have 
Sunday  sei"vices  and  regular  meetings  of  organizations. 
"News,"  as  we  interpret  it,  is  "something  special,"  as 
when  a  local  group  presents  a  public  service,  the  Pastor 
gives  a  special  address,  new  members  are  received  intc 
the  chui-ch,  or  some  class,  group,  etc.,  does  some  special 
bit  of  Christian  work  in  a  special  way. 

A  Post  Card,  or  a  Bulletin  (with  news  in  it)  will  ])ut 
your  church  in  the  Interesting  Items  column,  and  will 
tell  other  churches  that  you  are  really  on  the  job  in  the 
work   of  the   Lord.    SEND  IN  YOUR  NEWS  TODAY! 


The  Editor  has  knowledge  of  a  fair  number  of  Pastoral 
changes  to  take  place  in  the  next  few  months — this  seem- 
ingly being  the  year  when  "the  fruit  basket  is  upset," 
meaning  when  there  is  an  unusual  number  of  changes.  As 
these  changes  become  "official"  we  shall  let  you  know 
about  them.) 


NOTICE 

You  can  spend  the  coming  winter  in  Florida  in  a  fur- 
nished apartment,  at  small  expense,  if  you  can  drive  a 
car.  One  or  two  people.  Write  or  phone:  Dr,  G.  C.  Car- 
penter, 1122  Grant  St,,  Ashland,  Ohio. 
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ENERAL  CONFERENCE  IS  OVER  for  another 
year.  The  crowds  have  gone  home,  and  life  has 
more  or  less  settled  down  into  the  usual  routine.  If  you 
did  not  get  to  Conference  this  year,  you  were  missed,  and 
you  missed  much,  for  it  was  truly  a  wonderful  Confer- 
ence. 

In  a  large  sense,  we  are  living  in  the  afterglow  of  the 
music,  the  messages  and  the  meetings.  Each  one  who  at- 
tended the  Conference  retains  memories  of  the  week.  The 
afterglow  is  as  a  camp  fire  that  has  burned  itself  almost 
to  ashes,  and  there  remains  but  little  except  thoughts  of 
the  warmth  and  of  the  brightness  of  the  fire. 

Yes,  we  have  attended  another  General  Conference  of 
the  Brethren  Church — and  now,  we  expect  some  myste- 
rious force,  or  "other  people"  to  take  over  and  carry  on 
the  work  of  the  Church  for  another  year.  Is  this  our  at- 
titude? Are  we  content  to  relax,  and  be  at  ease  in  Zion, 
trying  to  keep  warm  and  spiiitually  alive  in  the  after- 
glow of  an  experience  which  is  now  past  ? 

If  this  is  our  attitude,  then  OUR  INDIFFERENCE  IS 

SHOWING!  If  we  are  willing  to  let  others  carry  the  load 
of  Denominational  promotion  and  progress,  to  let  others 
carry  the  financial  load,  then  the  spirit  of  Conference  has 
died  with  the  darkening  of  the  afterglow.  All  the  cost  of 
holding  the  Conference,  of  travel,  and  other  expenses,  is 
lost.  The  net  result  is  as  if  a  man  were  to  build  a  fire 
on  a  cold  dark  night  to  keep  from  freezing,  and  keep  it 
going  an  hour  or  two,  to  then  let  it  go  out,  and  thus  to 
freeze  before  morning,  anyway. 

If  we  are  content  to  let  the  inspiration,  the  challenge, 
the  vision  of  Conference  fade  into  an  ever  darkening  af- 
terglow, then  our  Church  locally,  and  otherwise,  will 
come  face  to  face  with  a  chilling,  freezing,  situation,  ever 
darkening  in  this  cold  night  of  the  darkness  of  sin.  Even 
the  valiant  efforts  of  hard  working  local  and  denomina- 
tional leaders  alone  cannot  long  continue  to  refuel  and 
fan  a  dying  fire  into  flaming  activity.  It  requires  the  co- 
operation of  everyone. 

WHAT  ABOUT  IT,  BRETHREN?  As  you  sit  in  your 
easy  chair  in  your  comfortable  home,  reading  these  words, 
what  about  your  church  ? 

There  never  was  a  finer  church.  The  Brethren  Church 
is  a  Bible  believing,  and  .Bible  practicing  Church,  in 
theory.  It  was  founded  because  men  and  women  believed 
the  Bible  to  be  the  infallible  Word  of  God.  Brethren  pio- 
neers gave  up  homes  and  loved  ones  to  create  for  us  a 
church  in  which  we  could  believe  and  practice  what  the 


Bible  teaches.  As  we  are  writing  these  words  in  the 
afterglow  of  Conference  we  are  led  to  think  of  our  church 
as  a  divinely  appointed  witness  of  the  Gospel. 

To  this  appointment  we  must  be  true  I  We  must  be  sure 
that  from  our  pulpits  there  shall  go  forth  the  true  mes- 
sage of  the  Gospel.  We  must  be  sure  that  in  the  pew 
there  shall  be  a  heart-hungering  reception  of  the  true 
gospel  message.  We  must  be  sure  that  we  keep  ourselves 
free  from  entangling  alliances  that  would  becloud  our 
heavenly  vision,  or  befuddle  our  gospel  preaching  mission. 

THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH,  while  not  classified 
among  the  largest  Denominations  in  regards  to  size  and 
numbers,  yet  nevertheless,  it  has  the  greatest  message  in 
the  world,  and  we  must  truly  preach  it  and  live  it  I  To  be 

true  to  God,  we  dare  not  meddle  with  its  message,  its 
doctrines,  or  its  practices.  We  must  know  what  we  be- 
lieve, we  must  clarify  it  in  our  ovm  minds,  and  then  we 
must  be  true  to  it,  keeping  ourselves  free  and  unspotted 
from  the  world,  in  the  practice  thereof. 

Out  of  the  afterglow  of  this  recent  Conference,  let  us 
light  our  torch  of  service,  and  go  forth  to  serve.  Let  us, 
by  the  breath  of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  power,  fan  this  after- 
glow into  a  torch  of  flame  that  will  ignite  the  world  for 
Christ! 

What   is  it   going  to  take   to    wake    up    the    Brethren 

Church  to  a  fulfillment  of  its  present  God-given  mission? 

What  is  it  going  to  take  to  get  us  to  teach  and  train 
our  young  men  in  our  local  churches,  to  listen  for  the 
voice  of  God,  and,  if  called  by  Him,  to  further  train  for 
the  ministry  of  the  Church  ?  We  face  a  shortage  of  min- 
isters. Ministers  come  from  young  men  in  local  churehes 
who  feel  the  call  of  God,  and  who  answer  that  call.  How 
long  has  it  been  since  your  chuixh  contributed  a  capable 
young  man  to  the  Brethren  ministry?  Where  do  you 
figure  the  ministers  needed  to  serve  your  churches  are  to 
come  from  if  they  do  not  come  as  recruits  from  your 
local  churches  ?  Had  every  Brethren  church  contributed 
just  one  young  man  to  the  Brethren  ministry  in  the  last 
ten  years,  our  pulpits  would  be  filled,  and  mission 
churches  could  be  established  one  right  after  another.  The 
situation  is  serious,  brought  about  by  our  indifference, 
and  as  we  watch  the  afterglow  of  our  Conference,  let  us 
think  about  it.  But  then  let  us  do  something  about  it.  too. 

What  is  it   going  to  take  to  arouse  us  to  a    peak    of 

missionary   zeal   and   giving  that  will   never  witness   the 

(Continued  on  Page  10 > 
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EACH  YEAR  WE  EXAMINE  ANEW  the  work  of  our 
confei-ence  and  try  to  imjjrove  both  the  organiza- 
tion and  the  method  of  our  work  for  Christ.  I  was  espe- 
cially impressed  with  the  message  which  Rev.  Clayton 
Berkshire  brought  us  last  year  as  moderator  of  this  con- 
ference. He  encouraged  us  to  make  better  use  of  the 
means  we  have  at  hand  in  our  churches  for  the  service 
of  Christ.  He  pointed  out  that  we  needed  to  get  the  most 
out  of  our  existing  organization  and  services.  In  a  defi- 
nite way  this  message  is  an  outgrowth  of  his  message. 
It  seeks  to  stress  the  power  which  can  help  us  to  bo 
more  effective  in  carrying  out  the  things  which  he  sug- 
gested. 

I  am  certain  that  evei-y  modei-ator  receives  a  different 
point  of  view  by  virtue  of  his  office.  The  work  of  the 
chuixhes  in  the  conference  becomes  a  peisonal  responsi- 
bility. He  delights  in  the  sense  of  achievement  as  the 
progress  of  the  past  year  is  noted.  He  feels  keenly  the 
disappointment  which  comes  when  he  realizes  how  much 
more  could  have  been  accomplished  had  it  not  been  foi' 
"The  Forgotten  Preserce."  This  is  the  presence  of  Iht. 
Holy  Spirit  in  the  individual  Christian's  life  and  in  the 
life  of  the  church. 

The  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  has  been  a  mysteiy  to  us. 
We  have  spoken  vaguely  of  His  work.  We  have  been  un- 
sure of  what  He  could  and  would  do  for  us.  Sometimes 
we  appear  to  be  in  the  same  state  as  the  di.sciples  of  old 
who  were  a«ked,  "Have  ye  received  the  Holy  Ghost  since 
ye  believed?"  Their  answer  was,  "We  have  not  so  much 
as  heard  whether  there  be  any  Holy  Ghost."  This  is  due 
largely  to  our  failure  U)  study  conceining  the  person  and 
work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  as  recorded  in  the  Scriptuies. 
Je.<ms  taught  clearly  that  He  had  to  go  away  before  the 
Spirit  could  come.  The  visible  presence  of  Christ  must  be 
replaced  by  the  invisible  presence  of  the  indwelling  Holy 
Spirit. 

You  may  ask,  "Who  is  this  Holy  Spirit?"  In  asking 
this  question  you  need  not  be  embarrassed  for  there  are 
many  who  would  also  like  to  know.  He  is  the  third  per- 
son   of   the   Holy  Trinity — F'ather,   Son   and    Holy    Spirit. 


He  may  be  called,  God  the  Spirit.  He  appeared  in  Genesis 
1 :2  where  it  says,  "And  the  Spirit  of  God  moved  upon 
the  face  of  the  waters."  In  Old  Testament  times  He  was 
spoken  of  as  coming  upon  men  to  give  them  abilities 
they  could  not  have  had  otherwise.  The  super-human 
strength  of  Samson  was  an  example  of  this.  The  out- 
standing example,  one  which  involved  a  great  number  of 
people,  was  the  empowering  of  .Bezaleel  and  Ahoiliab  with 
the  wisdom  and  skills  necessary  to  build  the  tabernacle. 
They  were  given  the  ability  to  teach  these  to  others  in 
whose  hearts  the  Lord  put  wisdom  and  understanding. 
(See  Exodus  35:30—36:4). 

Yet  this  power  was  dependent  upon  the  obedience  of 
the  one  so  blessed.  Samson  allowed  Delilah  to  know  his 
secret  and  when  his  locks  were  shorn,  breaking  his 
Nazarite  vow,  he  became  as  weak  as  other  men.  The 
Spirit  of  the  Loi'd  (mentioned  in  Judges  13:25)  left  him. 
It  is  tragic  to  see  Samson  pictured  in  Judges  16:20,  "And 
he  wist  not  that  the  Lord  was  departed  from  him."  Is 
your  recognition  of  the  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in 
your  life  sensitive  enough  that  you  would  know  if  He  left 
you  ?  ■ 

The  place  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  new  birth  is  de-_ 
.scribed  by  Jesus  as  he  talks  with  Nicodemus  as  re-^ 
corded  in  the  third  chapter  of  John's  gospel.  The  Spirit 
is  compai-ed  to  the  wind.  Strangely  enough  the  word  for 
wind  is  the  same  as  the  word  for  spirit  or  breath  in  the 
original  language  of  the  New  Testament.  The  action  of 
the  Spirit  compares  to  that  of  the  wind  in  that,  though 
unseen,  its  results  are  easily  noted.  So  this  unseen  Spirit 
works  out  the  will  of  the  Father  in  the  believer's  life, 
subject  to  the  beilievei''s  cooperation.  ^ 

In  John  16:7-15  Jesus  speaks  more  definitely  of  the 
ministry  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  In  verse  7  He  says,  "It  is 
expedient  for  you  that  I  go  away:  for  if  I  go  not  away, 
the  Comforter  will  not  come  unto  you;  but  if  I  depart, 
1  will  send  him  unto  you."  His  ministry  is  described  in 
verse  8,  "And  when  he  is  come,  he  will  reprove  the  world 
of  sin,  and  of  righteousness,  and  of  judgment:"  Further 
in    verse    13   the    teaching   ministry    is    noted,    "Howbeit 
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when  he,  the  Spirit  of  truth,  is  come,  he  will  guide  you 
into  all  truth:  .  .  ."  (A  careful  reading  of  the  entire  pas- 
sage will  be  helpful).  At  His  ascension  Jesus  said,  "But 
ye  shall  receive  power,  after  that  the  Holy  Ghost  is  come 
upon  you:  and  ye  shall  be  witnesses  ..."  Acts  1:8.  We 
are  reminded  also  that  Acts,  Chapter  two,  tells  us  the 
story  of  the  coming  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  of  its  results 
in  the  lives  of  the  early  disciples.  The  growth  of  the 
Christian  Church  had  its  beginning  ,at  Pentecost  with  the 
coming    of    the    Holy    Spirit    into    the    lives    of   men. 

Some  call  this  time  in  which  we  live  "the  age  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,"  for  it  is  the  time  of  His  earthly  ministry  in 
the  heaii;s  of  men.  It  is  by  His  power  that  the  work  of 
Christ  is  furthered  in  our  day.  Since  man  is  prone  to  un- 
derstand better  those  things  which  he  can  see,  he  tends 
to  lean  upon  the  human  instead  of  the  spiritual.  There- 
fore great  deference  is  shown  to  the  strength  of  num- 
bers. Thus  the  authority  of  the  visible  church  becomes 
of  more  importance  than  the  leading  of  the  indwelling- 
Spirit  of  God.  So  much  of  church  work*  and  Christian  ser- 
vice today  are  done  in  the  strength  of  the  flesh  and  not 
in   the   guiding  and  empowering  of  the   Holy   Spirit. 

This  explains  the  low  spiritual  ebb  to  which  organ- 
ized religion  has  come  in  our  time.  There  have  been  many 
such  times  in  human  history.  The  old  creeds  said  much 
of  Christ,  less  of  the  Father  and  seldom  went  beyond  a 
mere  mention  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  It  was  not  surprising 
then  that  the  church  went  to  the  lowest  place  spiritually 
during  the  Dark  Ages.  This  w^as  the  picture  of  the  church 
generally  for  a  long  time  and  traces  of  such  religion  are 
still  with  us  in  some  quarters.  Yet  in  the  darkness  of 
those  years  there  were  those  faithful  ones  who  became 
the  martyrs  of  their  time  because  of  their  testimony 
to  the  power  of  God  in  their  lives.  These  scattered  groups 
of  believers  left  such  a  witness  that,  by  the  time  of  the 
refoitnation,    there    was    a    growing    dissatisfaction    with 
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of  the  Word  of  Cod. 

Our  own  brethren  Chuich  wars  boin  in  thai  p#;no<J  of 
disratisfat  tion  when  organized  religion  mniUu-A  to  e/npha- 
size  the  outward,  to  the  neglect  of  the  inward  Bpiritual 
aspects  of  Christian  faith.  Today  we  see  the  rapidly 
growing  "holiness  movement"  which  appearH  to  be  a  re- 
emphasis  of  th<;  place  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  believ- 
er's life.  While  we  could  not  follow  many  of  their  inter- 
pretations and  practices,  we  should  restudy  the  dfxitrine 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  allow  Him  to  be  the  power  in  our 
lives  and  in  our  churches  as  we  witne.ss  for  Christ.  He 
dare  not  be  any  longer  o:ily  a  "Forgotten  Presence"  but 
must  be  the  very  power  of  God  in  oui-  lives! 

We  need  to  remember  that  the  Lord's  work  is  done  as 
stated  in  this  scripture,  "Not  by  might,  nor  by  power, 
but  by  My  Spirit,"  saith  the  Lord.  So,  we  in  the  Brethren 
Church  must  allow  God's  work  to  be  done  in  this  way  and 
must  cease  from  our  dependence  upon  human  influence, 
human  organization  and  the  mere  weight  of  numbers. 
We  should  let  the  Holy  Spirit  work  through  us  a.s  He 
will. 

Many  churches  recognize  the  coming  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
into  the  individual  life  by  the  sen-ice  of  confirmation. 
(Acts  2:38-39).  It  is  the  Spirit  w-ho  makes  us  alive  in 
Christ.  (John  6:63).  Our  bodies  become  the  temples  of 
the  Holy  Ghost.  (1  Cor.  6:19).  It  is  proper  then  to  hear 
Paul's  appeal  that  we  present  our  bodies  as  a  living  sac- 
rifice unto  God.  (Romans  12:1-2).  The  believer  has  the 
inner  witness  of  the  Spirit.  (Romans  8:16-17).  Sin  is  no 
longer  to  laile  the  life.  (Romans  8:12-13).  Our  prayer 
lives  .are  strengthened  by  the  intercession  of  the 
Spirit.  (Romans  8:26-27).  The  fruits  of  the  Spirit  may 
be  expected  in  the  life  that  yields  to  His  dominion. 
(Galatians  5:22,  23).  Paul  encouraged  believers  to  be 
filled  with  the  Spirit.  (Ephesians  5:18).  We  need  to 
guard    against    grieving.     (Eph.    4:3(1-31),    or    quenching 
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AMBASSADOR'S  QUARTET 

Quartet    Personnel:    Charles    Huff.    Ronald    Ritchey.    WW- 
liam  Curtis,  Glenn  Grumbling 

HAGERSTOWN— Sunday   morning,   August   30th. 

WAYNESBORO— Sunday  evening,  August  30th. 

ST.  JAMES— IMonday  evening.  August  31st. 

ST.   LUKE — Thursday  evening.   September  3rd. 

BETHLEHEM— Sunday    morning    September   Grh. 

MT.   OLIVE— Sunday  evening,  September  6th. 

MATHIAS— Tuesday   evening,    September   8th. 

OAK   HILL — Thursday   evening.    September-   10th. 

TERRA  ALTA— Friday  evening.  September  11th. 

LOST    CREEK— Satui-day-Monday.    Septejiiber    12tli-14th. 
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HATS  OFF  TO  AKRON 


The  Missionary  Board  is  gratified  and  happy,  as  the 
whole  denomination  should  be,  when  a  mission  church  at- 
tains its  majority  or  reaches  the  position  where  it  can 
support  itself.  Such  an  achievement  has  recently  been  an- 
nounced concerning  the  Brethren  Church  at  Akron,  called 
the  Firestone  Park  Brethren  Church. 

This  consecrated  group  of  Christians  has  grown  to  the 
extent  in  seven  years — since  they  were  organized — to  the 
place  where  they  have  their  own  place  of  worship,  their 
own  parsonage  and  are  assuming  all  of  their  pastor's 
salar>'-  (Incidentally  they  always  send  in  fine  missionary 
offerings  also.) 

We  ai-e  proud  and  happy  that  these  people  have  worked 
so  diligently  that  this  has  been  possible.  We  predict  for 
them  great  joy  and  satisfaction  as  a  result  of  their  in- 
dustry' and  consecration.  The  Missionary  Board  is  happy 
to  be  relieved  of  this  obligation  both  because  of  the  self- 
sufficiency  of  the  Akron  Church  and  because  the  Board 
will  thus  be  able  to  transfer  that  help  to  another  needy 
area. 

Our  prayere  and  best  wishes  follow  you,  the  Firestone 
Park  Brethren  Church.  May  many  othei's  follow  your  ex- 
cellent example! 

MULVANE,  also 

Is  worthy  of  commendation,  because  of  the  fact  that  their 
mission  support  is  voluntarily  being  reduced.  We  rejoice 
in  their  willingness  and  ability  to  help  themselves.  Doubt- 
less in  the  near  future  still  others  will  follow  their  ex- 
ample. 


DAILY  GIVING 

The  Thank.sgivjng  and  Easter  seasons,  for  many  years, 
have  been  the  time.s  whf;n  missions  have  been  emphasized 
in  the  Brethren  Church.  Because  of  this,  many  folks 
have  become  accustomed  to  giving  only  at  those  times, 
failing  to  recognize  that  they  could  give  daily  to  mis- 
sions if  they  cared  to. 


We  would  like  to  explain  that  the  Missionary  Board 
of  the  Brethren  Church  will  receive  with  grateful  appre- 
ciation your  gifts  at  any  time.  You  may  send  them  in 
weekly  or  monthly,  and  send  them  individually  or 
through  your  church.  O'h  yes<  you  will  give  more  to  mis- 
sions, possibly  as  much  as  ten  times  more.  But  then,  that 
is  what  you  want  to  do,  isn't  it? 


FROM  THE  BISCHOFS  AT  THE 
LASSA  STATION  IN  NIGERIA 

Letter  from  the  Bischofs  at  Lassa — continued 

.  .  .  Bea  has  been  taking  care  of  Mrs.  .Bowman.  She 
had  an  operation  last  Monday  and  is  staying  at  our  house 
until  she  can  go  back  to  Gulak.  We  have  a  good  hospital 
here,  but  it  isn't  set  up  for  caring  for  white  people  as 
hospitals  are  at  home.  Each  African,  when  he  comes  to 
the  hospital,  must  bring  someone  to  cook  for  him.  Thus 
when  a  white  person  comes,  we  must  care  for  him,  after 
the  operation,  in  our  homes,  as  otherwise  it  would  be  too 
hard  to  carry  food  all  the  time  to  the  hospital. 

Our  six  months  language  examination  arrived  in  this 
last  mail.  We  will  probably  take  it  next  Saturday  after 
the  Bowmans  leave.  It  will  be  mostly  on  grammar  and 
the  writing  of  sentences  into  the  Margi  from  English, 
and  from  Margi  into  English. 

...  I  would  make  this  suggestion  about  the  training 
of  missionaries  when  they  come  to  this  field:  The  wife 
and  even  the  husband  should  be  qualified  teachers.  It  is 
not  as  necessary  for  the  husband,  as  most  of  his  work 
will  be  done  with  outvillage  groups.  But  it  is  necessary 
that  one  of  them,  if  at  all  possible,  be  a  certified  teacher. 
You  see,  when  we  build  schools,  on  the  one-family  stations 
and  have  a  qualified  teacher,  the  salary  of  the  teacher 
will  be  paid  by  the  government.  Of  course,  the  mission 
still  pays  the  salary  of  the  missionary,  but  the  pay  given 
to  the  teacher  by  the  government  is  put  into  a  special 
fund  called  Junior-Primary  Development  Fund.  This  fund 
is  used  to  build  primary  schools  in  outvillages.  We  have 
two  such  schools  that  were  built  this  past  dry  season  in 
this  section.  Also,  in  order  to  have  a  school  of  any  size 
you  must  have  a  certified  teacher  at  the  head.  For  the 
future  training  of  those  who  want  to  be  missionaries,  it 
would  be  good  if  they  were  urged  to  take  educational 
courses  and  a  major  in  education  during  college  years, 
and  then  become  certified  teachers.  After  all,  you  can  get 
most  of  your  Bible  classes  in  Seminary. 

Would  you  send  Wanda  Beal's  address?  I  would  like 
to  write  to  her  regarding  the  work  and  the  plans  she 
might  have  to  come  here,  giving  her  advice  as  to  what 
she  should  bring  with  her. 

.  .  .  Best  wishes  foj'  a  fine  conference  and  may  the 
Holy  Spirit  guide  in  all  the  work. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Bob. 
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At  the  Saturday  evening  Brethren  Youth  General  Con- 
ference session,  it  was  announced  that  Rev.  Clarence 
Stogsdill  has  been  chosen,  and  has  accepted  the  position 
of  Brethren  Youth  Director. 

Brother  Stogsdill  succeeds  Brother  Charles  R.  Munson, 
who  has  faitlifully  served  as  Brethren  Youth  Director  for 
the  past  five  years.  .Brother  Munson  has  resigned  from 
this  position  after  having  been  called  to  the  Staff  of  Ash- 
land Theological  Seminary. 

Brother  Stogsdill  has  faithfully  shepherded  the  Trin- 
iLy  Brethren  Church,  at  Canton,  Ohio,  for  the  past  several 
yaai-s.  He  is  the  Moderator  of  the  Ohio  District  Confer- 
ence of  Brethren  Churches,  and  served  as  Executive  Sec- 
retary of  the  recent  General  Conference  of  the  Brethren 
Church. 

He  is  interested  in  youth  and  in  the  Brethren  Church; 
we  speak  for  him  a  bright  and  successful  future  in  his 
work  with  the  young  people  of  the  Bi-ethren  Church. 
(W.  S.  B.) 
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Spiritual  flDebitations 

Rev.  Dyoll  Belote 

THE  "THOMAS"  FAMILY 

"Then  saith  he  to  Thomas,  Reach  hither  thy  finger,  and 
behold  my  hands;  and  reach  hither  thy  hand,  and  thrust 
it  into  my  side  .  .  .  And  Thomas  answered  and  said  unto 
him,  My  Lord  and  my  God."— John  20:27,  28. 

In  judging  Thomas  as  a  doubter,  might  it  be  possible 
that  we  do  him  an  injustice?  By  temperament  Thomas 
was  skeptical  of  events,  and  his  surrender  to  the  proof 
which  Jesus  offered  him  when  He  appeared  among  the 
apostles,  was  all  the  finer.  You  will  recall  that  when 
Jesus  was  minded  to  go  to  raise  Lazarus  from  death, 
Thomas  feared  what  would  happen  to  the  Master,  but  he 
said,  "Let  us  also  go,  that  we  may  die  with  him."  So 
when  it  came  to  the  resurrection,  Thomas  was  not  eager 
to  believe.  He  said  he  would  not  believe  until  he  saw  with 
his  own  eyes.  This  was  not  proud,  obstinate  unbelief.  It 
was  rather,  it  seems  to  me,  a  questioning,  skeptical  kind 


of  mind.  Such  a  mind  comes  to  faith,  not  by  a  quick  leap, 
but  by  slow  processes  and  exposure  to  new  facts.  Ob- 
stinate unbelief  rejects  facts,  looks  for  loop-holes. 
Thomas  had  an  honest  mind.  When  he  saw  the  pierced 
Hands  and  the  gashed  Side,  his  doubt  melted  before  facts. 
And  perhaps  we  may  think  that  under  like  evidence  we, 
too,  would  have  exclaimed  with  the  apostle,  "My  Loi"d 
and  my  God."  Jesus'  statement  to  Thomas  upon  his  ac- 
knowledgment of  conviction  reminded  Thomas — and 
should  remind  us — that  there  is  a  blessing  connected  with 
the  acceptance  of  the  Biblical  account  of  the  Master's  res- 
urrection; "Elessed  are  they  that  have  not  seen,  and  yet 
have  believed." 

Paul  in  writing  to  the  brethren  at  Rome  declares  "So 
then  faith  cometh  by  hearing,  and  hearing  by  the  woi"d  of 
God."  We  cannot  see  His  hands  and  Side,  but  there  is 
little  excuse  for  not  accepting  the  Biblical  account,  for 
we  have  the  word  of  God,  which  gives  us  the  facts  of  the 
resurrection  of  our  Loi"d.  Reading  the  Word  for  oui"selves, 
and  listening  to  the  preaching  of  the  Word,  w-e  will  be 
blessed  of  God  to  the  conviction  of  our  soul  as  to  the 
truthfulness  of  the  account  ajid  our  doubts  will  vanish 
like  those  of  Thomas,  and  we  shall  exclaim  "My  Lonl  and 
my  God,"  and  the  blessings  belonging  to  those  who  have 
not  seen  shall  be  ours. 
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Invocation    Clarence  S.  Fairbanks, 

Pastor,  Ashland  Park  Street  Brethren  Church 

Special  Music 

Scripture    Vernon    D.    Grisso 

Pastor,  Tucson  Brethren  Church 

Special  Music 

Depositions 

The  Brethren   Church    Moderator  Virgil   E.  Meyer 

Ashland  Committee  for  the  Development 

of   Ashland    College    Don    Cooper 

City  of  Ashland  Don  E.  .Beattie, 

Editor,  Ashland  Times-Gazette 

Ashland   College  Alumni   Association 

Harry  Dotson,  President 

Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church 

W.  Clayton   Berkshire,  General  Secretary 

National  Sunday  School  Association 

Walter  C.  Wertz,  President 


National  Brethren  Youth ..  Charles  E.  Munson,  Director 

Brethren  Publishing  Company  .  .W.  St.  Clair  Benshoff, 

Editor  of  Publications 

Ashland   College   Student  Body    Phil   Lersch, 

Past  President 

Ashland  College  Board  of  Trustees   Myron  Kem, 

President 

Ashland  College  Building  Committee  ...  .A.  E,  Schwab, 

Chairman 

Ashland  Theological  Seminary  .  .  Delbert  B.  Flora,  Dean 
Special  Music 

Prayer  of  Dedication    Spencer  Gentle, 

Pastor,  Waterloo  Brethren  Church 

THE  LAYING  OF  THE  STONE 

Benediction    Virgil   E.   Meyer, 

Pastor,  Nappanee   Brethren  Chureh 


fThis  program  was   presented   on    Friday  afternoon   of      ference   Delegates   and   friends.   The  (Brethren   Youth   Or- 
Conference,   in   the  presence   of  a  great  number  of  r;on-       che.stra,  under  the  Direction  of  Jerry  Flora,  provided  the 
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PACiK  NINK 


special  music  for  the  occasion.  As  oacii  of  the  Dcpo.silions 
was  made,  well  chosen  words  were  given  by  the  depositor. 

Summarizing  their  words,  we  find  un  optimistic  outlook 
for  the  future  of  Ashland  College  in  the  Brethren  Chuicli, 
ind  in  the  Ashland  Community. 

Depositions   included   The    Bible,   The    Brethren    Annual, 
Brethren    Adult   and     Youth     Quarterlies,     'Ilie     Brethren 
Youth  Magazine,  copies  of  The  Brethren  EvanigelisI,  con 
taining  news  of  the  bui'ning  of  the  old    Founders'    iiail, 


plans  for  the  new  building,  and  the  General  Confcrent't: 
Edition  of  last  week's  i.sHue,  containinjf  IhiH  program, 
li('lluf;n  Mis.sionary  liteiature,  College  and  Student  pub- 
lications, Alexander  Mack's  book  on  "Rites  and  Ordi- 
nances," anrl  several  copies  of  the  A.shland  Tirnc-H-Gazc-tte. 

After  the  Depositions  were  made,  the  box  was  neuUnl, 
placed  in  position,  and  the  Cornerstone  of  the  New  Foun- 
ders' Ihill  was  laid  in  jdace.  Following  the  .Benediction, 
the  giou|)  joiri'-fj   in   singing  the   Doxology.    (W.  S,   B.) 
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HIGHLIGHTS  OF  THE  66TH  SOUTHEASTERN 


DISTRICT  CONFERENCE  OF  BRETHREN  CHURCHES 


The  Sixty-sixth  Conference  of  the  Southeastern  Dis- 
trict of  Brethren  Churches  was  held  in  the  First  Breth- 
ren Church  of  Hagerstown,  Maryland,  on  June  23,  24  and 
25,  1953.  The  total  number  of  churches  represented  was 
thirteen  with  a  total  delegation  of  twelve  ministerial  dele- 
gates and  seventy-nine  lay  delegates.  As  usual,  the  peak 
of  the  Conference  was  reached  on  the  Wednesday  session 
when    there   were    approximately    120    persons    present. 

The  first  session  of  the  Conference  was  held  on  Tues- 
day evening,  June  23,  1953.  After  devotions  led  by  Rev. 
Delbert  Flora,  of  the  Ashland  Seminai'y,  and  greetings 
from  the  moderator  of  the  Hagerstown  Church,  the  Vice- 
moderator  of  the  District  Conference,  Rev.  Cecil  Bolton, 
Jr.  gave  his  challenging  address,  entitled  "Be  Ye  Not 
Conformed,  But  Transformed." 

On  the  following  morning,  the  Conference  session 
opened  with  devotions  led  by  Rev.  Freeman  Ankium, 
pastor  of  the  St.  James  Church.  Following  this.  Rev. 
Edwin  Boardman  of  the  Seminary,  gave  an  inspirational 
Bible  lecture  based  upon  Daniel.  The  business  session  of 
the  morning  was  held  which  resulted  in  the  election  of 
the  following  officers: 

Moderator    Rev.  James   E.   Ault 

Vice-Moderator    Rev.   Milton   Robinson 

Secretary    John  'L.   Carnochan,  Jr. 

Treasurer    Isaac    Litton 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  last  two  of  the  above  of- 
ficers are  laymen. 

Following  the  business  session  were  the  first  of  the 
Departmental  Meetings,  which  consisted  of  Ministers  and 
Laymen,  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  and  Sisterhood 
groups. 

The  Wednesday  afternoon  session  was  devoted  primai-- 
ily  to  business.  Committees  were  appointed,  elections  held 
for  District  Boards,  as  well  as  nominations  for  National 
.Boards.  (The  results  of  these,  too  numerous  to  be  here 
mentioned,  will  appear  in  the  Conference  number  of  the 
Evangelist).  A  resolution  was  passed  by  the  Conference 
extending  to  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Dyoll  Belote  the  sympathy 
of  the  Conference.  Substance  was  given  to  this  motion  by 
the   giving   to   the  .Belotes   of   an   offering   amounting   to 


over  two  hundred  dollars.  For  such  an  offering  to  come 
from  an  assemblage  of  some  seventy-five  persons  indi- 
cated the  fine  Christian  spirit  which  pen'aded  this  Con- 
ference. 

Inspirationally,  the  Wednesday  evening  service  high- 
lighted the  Conference.  After  devotions  led  by  Rev. 
Joseph  Shultz,  the  retiring  Moderator,  Dr.  John  Locke, 
gave  a  fine  address,  "The  Purpose  of  the  Church,"  in  his 
usual  excellent  style.  (This  address  will  be  published  sep- 
arately). A  motion  picture  entitled,  "Piercing  the  Shad- 
ows" and  sponsored  by  the  District  Woman's  Missionary 
was  then  shown.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  regular  pro- 
gram, Rev.  Flora  gave  a  showing  of  his  slides  made  from 
pictures  of  the  Holy  Land  illustrating  the  life  of  Christ. 

This  Conference  was  concluded  with  the  session  on 
Thursday  morning.  During  this  business  session,  the  va- 
rious committee  reports  were  given,  among  them  the  re- 
port of  the  Resolutions  Committee  and  the  decision  to 
hold  the  Conference  next  year  at  the  St.  James  Chui-ch 
on  June  22,  23  and  24,  1954.  Remarks  were  made  by  Rev. 
Clayton  Berkshire  soliciting  the  continued  support  of  the 
District  in  the  IMission  Program  of  the  Church.  The  ac- 
ceptance of  the  treasurer's  repoit  and  the  adoption  of 
the  secretary's  minutes  marked  the  closing  of  this  session. 
As  the  final  conclusion  to  the  Conference  progi-am.  Rev. 
Boardman   gave   another  inspiring   Bible   lecture. 

John  L.  Carnochan,  Jr.,  Seci-etary. 


ATTENTION 

:ministers  and  youth  directors 

Have  your  Brotherhoods  send  in  all  project  money  and 
''Pennies  for  the  Lord"  from  this  past  year  IMMEDI- 
ATELY. Send  them  to  Jerry  Flora.  Sll  Grant  St.,  Ash- 
land, Ohio. 

National    Boys'    Brotherhood   President. 

Charles  Huff. 
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THE   EDITOR'S   PULPIT 

AFlElUiLDW.  OK  TOUCH? 


(Continued  from  Page  8) 
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dying  afterglow  of  a  woU  piosontod  niissioiiary  program, 
having  to  bo  cut  back  because  of  a  lack  of  funds  and 
workers?  The  establishment  of  new  mission  points  is 
awaiting  but  the  sufficiency  of  men,  women  and  funds. 
How  long  those  open  doors  and  opporlunilies  will  remain 
ours  is  something  to  think  about  as  wo  watcli  the  dying 
embers  of  a  Conference  afterglow  that  was  not  kept  burn- 
ii>;f  bv  our  support. 

If  space  permitted,  we  could  enter  into  every  avenue 
of  our  Brethren  Church  work,  and  raise  the  same  ques- 
tion. However,  consider  the  work  of  the  College,  our 
youth,  our  benevolent  work,  our  publication  work.  Ask 
the  question,  "WTiat  is  it  going  to  take  to  make  this 
particular  division  of  our  work  a  burning  torch  in  the 
hands  of  God  to  witness  for  Him  ?" 

So,  we  ask  that  you,  as  you  reflect  on  the  dying  after- 
glow of  the  1953  Genei-al  Conference  of  the  Brethren 
Church  to  think  a  little.  Will  we  sit  by  and  watch  the 
inspiration  and  enthusiasm  of  it  die  to  the  same  old  cold- 
ness experienced  year  by  year?  Will  Conference,  by 
Thankgiving  or  Christmas  time,  be  completely  forgotten, 
leaving  us  with  the  same  unsolved  problems  of  minis- 
terial shortages,  possibly  retrenched  plans  for  mission 
advancement,  and  a  lethargy  that  breeds  discouragement, 
inward  friction  and  loss  of  the  Spirit's  power? 

BRETTHREN:  Let  us  look  to  the  Lord  of  Hosts  for 
power.  Let  us  seek  His  righteousness.  Let  us  cease  toying 
around  with  "definitions  of  sin."  Let  us  cease  trying  to 
i-ationalize  our  conduct  with  what  we  think  the  .Bible 
says.  Let  us  do  what  the  Bible  does — call  sin,  sin.  And 
if  it  hits  between  the  eyes,  let's  face  it,  confess  it  at  the 
throne  of  mercy,  and  receive  the  forgiveness  which  is 
possible  through  the  blood  of  Christ. 

Then  let  us  pray  for  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spiiit  in 
our  midst.  We  should  pray  for  one  another  as  Brethren. 
We  should  sorrow  at  another's  sorrow,  and  rejoice  in  an- 
other's happiness.  Brethren  should  love  one  another  with 
a  fervent  Christian  love  that  will  .see  the  moving  foiward 
of  the  work  of  the  church,  rather  than  the  furthering  of 
individual  plans  or  programs. 

Out  of  the  embers  of  the  afterglow  of  this  late  Con- 
ference let  us  each  as  Brethren  light  our  torches,  and 
with  a  light  from  heaven,  face  the  issues  which  confront 
us,  praying  always  in  faith  believing,  and  with  all  sup- 
plication, dedicating  ourselves  to  the  great  work  of  the 
Church. 

If  each  delegate  shall  do  this,  likewi.se  igniting  those 
w-ho  did  not  attend  Conference,  then,  there  will  be  no 
afterglow.  Instead  there  shall  be,  (and  for  this  we  ear- 
nestly pray)  a  great  flame  of  power  and  eternal  light 
that  shall  rise  even  higher  and  highoi-  throughout  the 
year,  making  "The  Church  with  the  Greate.st  Message  for 
the  Greatest  .Mission  to  meet  the  Greatest  Need,"  a 
power  whose  works  shall  be  known  around  the  world  and 
even    unto   the  eternal    throne   of  God.    Let    us,    by    the 


power  of  the  Spirit,  take  this  afterglow  of  our  Genera 
Conference,  and  let  it  blaze  high  into  the  heavens,  in  th 
greatest  year  of  service  the  Brethren  Church  has  eve 
seen.  W.  S.  B.  Editor. 


'THE  FORGOTTEN  PRESENCE" 
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(I  Thess.  5:19),  the  Holy  Spirit  as  He  seeks  to  work  ii 
our   lives. 

We  must  remember  that  the  power  of  free  choice  rest: 
with  every  believer  and  he  must  choose  to  yield  to  the 
Holy  Spirit,  if  he  expects  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit'; 
blessed  indwelling  ministry  to  be  evident  in  his  dail; 
life.  As  you  yield  more  and  more  to  the  Spirit,  you  cai 
expect  to  be  more  and  more  used  of  the  Lord.  Full  ser 
vice   requii'es   that   you   be   filled   with   the   Spirit. 

This  is  the  ideal  of  every  Christian  life  which  desirej 
to  be  used  to  the  honor  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Is  this 
your  desire  ?  Or  is  the  Holy  Spirit  still  "The  Forgotter 
Presence"  as  far  as  you  are  concerned?  May  you  receive 
Him  fully  into  your  heart  and  life  and  may  He  guidt 
and  empower  each  one  of  you  in  the  service  of  you] 
Master! 

— Howe,  Indiana,  Rt.  2. 


e    FAIT 
of  the 

GOSPEL 

Dr.  C,  F.  Yodcr 
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Price:  65c  each,  plus  10c  postage  and  handling;  $6.60 
per  dozen,  plus  25c  postage  and  handling.  Order  from 
The   Brethren   Publishing  Company,  Ashland,  Ohio. 
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The  Castors  ^age  By   Rev.  D.  Richard  Wolfe 


This  page  appearing"  for  the  first  time  in  the  Evange- 
ist  is  just  what  it  purports  to  be,  a  journal  of  informa- 
,  ion  and  ideas.  Primarily  it  will  present  a  list  and  re- 
it'W  of  new  books  of  a  religious  nature  of  special  inter- 
•sts  to  preachers.  But,  from  time  to  time,  other  materials 
nay  appear  as  space  and  occasion  permits.  If  you  have 
my   suggestions   or   remarks   they   will   be   appreciated. 


CRITICISM    AND     FAITH     by     John    Knox.     Abingdon- 
Cokesbury  Press.  126  pp.;  $1.75. 

Having  read  Dr.  Knox's  CHAPTERS  IN  A  LIFE  OF 
PAUL  (Abingdon-Cokesbury.  1950)  I  anticipated  great 
;hings  from  this  latest  book,  and  I  certainly  was  not  dis- 
ippointed.  Many  of  us  have  asked  the  question  "what 
tiappens  to  our  faith  when  the  critical  scholar  picks  the 
Bible  apart  like  the  leaves  on  a  daisy  and  then  proceeds 
to  tell  us  that  this  Book  is  not  all  that  we  have  imagined 
it  to  be?"  Such  is  the  concern  of  Dr.  Knox. 

His  book  is  built  around  the  answer  to  2  questions,  and 
I  am  sure  they  are  the  same  questions  that  have  been 
uppermost  in  our  minds.  (1)  Can  scholarship  seriously 
impair  faith?  and  (2)  Can  scholarship  significantly  aid 
it?  (Pg.  9).  The  answer  to  the  first  question  is  a  very 
emphatic  NO!  "Religious  faith  is  a  complete  and  final 
commitment  ..."  to  an.  "histoiical  event  ..."  and 
"Any  historical  proof  that  the  (event)  did  not  take  place 
simply  inconceivable,  for  the  basis  of  our  assurance  of 
it  is  not  documentary  but  experimental — the  actual 
presence  within  the  life  of  the  (Church)  ..."  The  event 
is,  of  course  Jesus  Christ. 

Answering  the  second  query  the  Author  suggests  that 
since  the  Bible  is  the  historical  record  of  that  Event  the 
"constructive  contributions  of  the  historical  method  can 
enrich  our  understanding  of  the  Biblical  record  and  in- 
crease our  perspective  of  the  Biblical  material.  Here  is  a 
book  that  quiet  many  of  our  misgivings  on  this  subject. 


THE  BIBLICAL  FAITH  AND    CHRISTIAN    FREEDOM 
by   Eidwin  Lewis.  Westminster  Press,  244  pp.  $3.50 

This  book  is  also  concerned  with  the  problem  of  the 
Bible  and  what  "modem"  influences  have  done  to  it.  His 
approach  is  much  the  same  as  Dr.  Knox,  and  his  "Point 
of  View"  is  refreshing.  He  begins  by  assuming  that  the 
Bible  is  the  "Word  of  God,"  regardless  of  what  the  schol- 
arse  and  histoi-ians  have  said  about  it.  It  is  also  God's 
disclosure  of  Himself  to  Man.  "The  intent  of  the  dis- 
clo.sure  is  a  human  response:  God  would  enter  into  fel- 
lowship with  his  creature  man  to  make  out  of  the  crea- 
tui-e  a  son." 

Concerning  Biblical  knowledge  which  may  be  gleaned 
by  study,  both  of  the   Word  and   about    the    Word.    Dr. 


Lewis  .says    'Biblical   preaching  is   Biblical  knowledge  net 

on  fire." 

The  question  of  freedom  in  Biblical  interpretation  in 
answered  like  this:  "I'he  principle  in  the  case  is  perfectly 
cleai-  .  .  .  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  as  God's  final  Heif-diH- 
ciosure,  his  Living  Word,  will  involve  that  whatever  is 
seen  to  be  incompatible  with  this  faith,  whether  in 
thought,  in  belief,  or  in  action,  will  be  laid  aside,  and 
whatever  is  seen  to  be  called  for  by  this  faith  .  .  .  will 
be  accepted  and  submitted  to." 


GOD'S   ORDER:  The   Ephesian    Letter   and    this    Present 
Time  by  John,  A.  Mackay.  Macmillan  Co.  214  pp.  $.3.00. 

This  book  comprises  the  Croal  lectures  delivered  by  Dr. 
Mackey  at  the  University  of  Edinburgh  in  January,  1948. 
The  vitality  and  insight  with  which  Dr.  Mackey  writes  is 
well  known  to  the  readers  of  THEOLOGY  TODAY,  and 
he  approaches  the  Epistle  to  the  Ephesians  with  the 
same  freshness  that  is  so  characteristic  of  his  other  writ- 
ings. 

The  heart  of  God's  Order  is  in  the  person  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  the  new  creatures  in  Him.  Some  of  the  chap- 
ter headings  are  striking:  "Walk  in  the  Light,"  'Copy 
God,"  "Learn  Christ,"  and  "Be  Filled  With  the  Spirit," 
give  an  indication  of  the  scope  of  the  book.  While  this 
is  not  necessarily  a  commentary  it  is  one  of  the  finest 
expositions  of  Ephesians  in  print. 


THE   GOSPELS:   Translated   into   Modem    English   by   J. 
B.  Phillips.  Macmillan.  243  pp.;  $2.75. 

Those  who  are  familiar  with  LETTERS  TO  YOUNG 
CHURCHES  (Macmillan,  1947)  will  certainly  welcome 
this  translation  of  the  Gospels  in  the  same  vivid  and 
virile  style  of  writing.  While  these  two  books  are  more 
interpretations  than  translations,  in  the  strict  sense  of 
the  word,  they,  nevertheless  present  the  Epistles  and  Gos- 
pels in  very  appealing  fashion. 

Notice  a  few  translations:  'Blessed  are  the  meek — " 
becomes,  "Happy  are  those  who  claim  nothing,  for  the 
whole  world  will  belong  to  them  I"  Such  colloquial  phrases 
as  that  found  in  John  3  where  Nicodemus  questions  a 
man  being  bom  of  the  Spirit,  are  rendered  in  a  style  as 
contemporary  as  the  daily  newspaper:  "How  on  earth 
can  things  like  this  happen?"  Assuredly,  this  volume 
will  become  as  popular  as  the  earlier  book  and  merely 
whets  the  appetite  for  more. 


Note:  All  of  the  above  books  may   be  ordered   through 
the  Brethren  Publishing  Company. 
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TDriC    lOK    SINDAY,    SEPTEMBER    G,    li):)3 

I.OVALIV  TO  THE  CHURCH 
SCKUnLKE  RE.\U1NG:  Acts  1:4,  8,  12-14;  2:1 

SKITEMBER  IS  LOYALTY  MONTH  in  our  church  so 
we  are  going  to  think  together  about  our  loyalty  to 
the  Church,  the  Sunday  School,  Brethren  Youth  Cru- 
sadei-s,  and  Pi-ayer  Meeting  during  the  month.  This  eve- 
ning we  will  discuss  the  topic,  "Loyalty  To  The  Church." 
Most  of  us  will  agree  that  we  ought  to  be  more  loyal 
to  the  church  than  we  are,  but  how  can  we  bring  about 
a  greater  loyalty   on   the   part   of  our   members  ? 

1.  BY  GETTLNG  TOGETHER.  Jesus  commanded  his 
disciples  to  assemble  themselves  in  the  Upper  Room  and 
wait  in  Jerusalem  until  the  Holy  Spirit  had  come  upon 
them.  The  Apostle  Paul  exhorts  us,  "not  forsaking  the 
assembling  of  ourselves  together,  as  the  manner  of  some 
is;  but  exhorting  one  another:  and  so  much  the  more, 
as  ye  see  the  day  approaching."  Heb.  10:25.  America  was 
settled  by  people  seeking  i-eligious  freedom — the  freedom 
to  woi-ship  as  they  pleased.  They  never  would  have  come 
to  wilderness  America  in  order  to  be  free  to  stay  away 
from  Church. 

A  few  years  ago  King  George  V  and  Queen  Mary  paid 
a  visit  to  one  of  their  cities.  On  the  following  Sunday 
one  minister  looked  over  the  tiny  group  of  people  who 
had  come  to  worship  God  and  then  in  a  slow  monotone 
made  this  prayer:  "0  Lord,  who  from  everlasting  to  ever- 
lasting art  God;  yesterday  the  King  of  England  came  to 
our  city.  Months  before  he  came  they  painted  the  shops 
and  houses.  Days  before  he  came  they  decorated  the 
place  with  flags  and  bunting.  Hours  before  he  came  they 
themselves  lined  the  streets  and  when  the  moment  of  his 
arrival  was  made  known,  they  raised  their  hands  and 
voices  because  the  King  of  England  had  come  to  their 
town.  Thou  King  of  Kings  and  Lord  of  Lords,  Thou  didst 
promi.se  to  meet  with  this  Thy  people  at  eleven  o'clock 
of  this  Sabbath  morn  and  they  have  failed  to  keep  the 
appointment.  Forgive  them.  Lord!"  (How  do  you  feel 
about  thi.s  prayer?) 

2.  WE  CAN  BRING  GREATER  LOYALTY  TO  THE 
CHURCH  BY  WriNE.SSING  FOR  IT.  Acts  1:8.  Worship 
is  never  an  r-nd  in  itself.  Worship  is  holding  our  life 
open  to  God  until  we  hear  the  words  that  were  spoken 
to  an  Isaiah  of  old,  "Who  will  go  for  me,"  and  we,  in 
turn,  .speak  the  words  of  Isaiah,  "Here  am  I,  Lord,  send 
me." 

Recently  I  read  the  account  of  a  Protestant  church  in 
downtowTi  New  York  City  that  was  sold  to  the  Communist 
Party  which  invested  %'?,,'ym  in  modernizing  the  building. 
The  Communists  paintefj  the  walls,  refinished  the  floor, 
and  replaced  the  furniture  with  comfortable  chairs  and 
equipment.  Then,  on  a  certain  Sunday  morning,  they  an- 
nounced   the    Grand    Opening.    The     former    church     was 


crowded  with  a  host  of  interested  people  who  filled  thi 
former  sanctuary  to  the  doors.  The  opening  meetinj: 
began  at  9  o'clock  and  did  not  end  until  1:00.  The  greai 
crowd  vi'aited  expectantly  throughout  the  entire  session 
As  a  conclusion  to  the  ceremony  everyone  was  asked  tc 
buy  a  one-dollar  packet  of  materials  and  go  out  and  wii 
others  for  the  cause  they  represented.  The  gathering 
onded  with  the  singing  of  a  Communist  hymn,  and  hun- 
lireds  of  people  went  away  to  tell  others  about  the  excit- 
ing and  victorious  opening  meeting  which  they  hac 
shared.  (Has  the  Christian  Church  less  to  offer  than  th( 
Communist  Party?  Do  we  really  believe  that  Jesus  Chris! 
is  more  important  than  Karl  Marx  ? ) 

3.  WE  CAN  PROMOTE  GREATER  LOYALTY  TC 
THE  CHURCH  THROUGH  PRAYER.  Acts  1:14.  Thert 
is  no  force  on  earth  so  great  as  the  power  of  prayer 
When  people  worship,  work,  and  pray  together  in  God'f 
house,  they  are  bound  to  be  loyal  to  His  Church  and  theii 
enthusiasm  for  the  church  will  become  contagious.  Dr 
William  L.  Stidger  used  to  like  to  use  the  illustration  of 
an  old  colored  minister  whom  he  came  to  revere  for  his 
genuine  spiritual  power.  He  used  to  talk  about  his  stub- 
nose,  but  how,  when  he  prayed,  he  would  life  his  face  and| 
reach  out  his  hand  and  talk  as  if  God  were  a  Person  and 
he  had  hold  of  the  lapel  of  God's  coat.  Then,  Dr.  Stidgeti 
said,  on  the  wings  of  imagination  he  carried  his  congie- 
gation  into  the  fellowship  of  the  Lord  and  the  service' 
seemed  to  move  to  a  higher  level  of  spiritual  power.  That 
is  the  kind  of  prayer  that  brings  loyalty  to  the  church. 

4.  TAKE  AN  ACTIVE  PART  IN  THE  WORK  OF 
YOUR  CHURCH.  It  only  stands  to  reason  that  you  willi 
be  more  loyal  to  an  organization  in  which  you  have  some 
active  part.  When  you  are  asked  to  do  something  in  the 
church  or  one  of  its  organizations,  do  not  refuse  and' 
say,  "Oh,  I  just  couldn't  do  that."  Maybe  you  can.  Peoplei 
do  not  usually  ask  othei-s  to  do  things  in  the  church  that 
they  know  cannot  be  accomplished  by  the  person  asked. 
You  might  be  surprised  how  much  you  can  do  if  you  only 
try.  Do  not  bury  that  talent  the  Lord  has  given  you.  Use 
it  and  you  will  be  amazed  how  many  more  talents  the 
Lord  will  give  you. 

WHICH  ARE  YOU? 

Are  you  an  active  member,  the  kind  that  would  be  missed, 
Or  are  you  just  contented  that  your  name  is  on  the  list? 
Do  you  attend  the  meetings  and  mingle  with  the  flock? 
Or  do  you  stay  at  home  and  criticize  and  knock? 
Do  you  take  an  active  part  to  help  the  work  along 
Or  are  you  satisfied  to  be  the  kind  that  just  belong?" 
Do  you  ever  go  to  visit  a  member  who  is  sick  ? 
Or  leave  the   work  to  just    a  few    and    talk    about    the 

clique: 
There's  quite   a  program  scheduled  that  I'm  sure  you've 

heard  about, 

And   we'll   appreciate   it  if  you,  too,  will   come   and  help 
us  out. 

So  come  to  the  meetings  often  and  help  with  hand  and 
heart, 

Don't  be  just  a  member,  but  take  an  active  part. 

Think  this  over,  member,  you  know  right  from  vsTong, 

Are  you  an  active  member,  or  do  you  just  belong? 
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QUESTIONS   KOR   DISCUSSION 

1.  V/hy  do  people  think  that  attending  worship  services 
unimportant? 

2.  Why  do  most  of  our  church  members  Jail  to  attend 
rvices  regularly? 


IPrayer  fneeting 
Studies 


THE  SPARROWS 

have  found  great  solace  in  the  sparrows 

That  chirp  their  tuneless  songs  upon  the  air; 
Taeir  little,  drab,  inconsequential  flittings, 

Their  busy  stirrings  are  a  cure  for  care, 
LS  I  recall  the  gentle  words  of  Jesus 

To  His  disciples  on  that  far-off  day, 
Are  not  two  sparrows  sold  for  a  small  farthing, 

And  are  ye  not  more  valuable  than  they?" 

^nd  "Not  one  falls  except  the  Father  sees  it." 
I   draw   strange   comfort  from  these   simple  words, 

''or  often  through  gray  days  I  am  companioned 
By  these  watched   over,  numerous   small   birds. 

t  comforts  me  to  know  that  day  and  night  , 
I,  too,  am  kept  within  the  Father's  sight. 

— Grace  Noll  Crowell. 

A  NXIETY  IS  NOT  THE  WAY  for  a  Christian  (Phil. 
rx  4:6,  7).  Lack  of  peace  means  lack  of  faith  (John 
.4:27).  Jesus  taught  that  a  Christian  ought  not  to  be 
mxious  (Matt.  6:25-34).  "The  Gentiles"  in  Matt.  6:32 
ire  the  unconverted  people.  So  if  you  are  a  born-again 
Christian  you  are  forbidden  to  fret  (Psalm  37:1,  7,  8). 
Nh&t  is  the  good  of  being  a  Christian  if  you  have  to 
vorry?  Where  is  your  inner  peace?  Do  you  not  think 
jod  will  take  care  of  you  (Psalm  37:3-5)?  Does  your 
n-and  of  Christianity  match  Matt.  11:28-30?  To  be  saved 
s  to  have  peace  in  Jesus  all  the  time   (John  4:14.) 

Prayer  about  everything  is  the  cure.*  Jesus  can  solve 
jvery  problem  (Psalm  50:15).  We  have  no  business  in 
natters  that  we  cannot  pray  about.  We  have  to  be  wili- 
ng to  let  Jesus  carry  our  burden  (1  Peter  5:7).  We  can- 
lot  trust  Him  when  sins  are  in  the  way  (1  John  1:9). 
'Keep  the  way  clear;  let  nothing  between"  your  soul  and 
iTour  Saviour. 

The  God  Who  created  the  universe  knows  how  to  care 
'or  us  (Mark  4:35-41).  Mankind  has  enjoyed  six  thou- 
sand yeai's  of  benefits  from  His  care  (Psalm  142:4,  5). 
Know  the  comfort  of  His  care  (Psalm  55:22).  Know  the 
'good  cheers"  in  the  Bible:  the  good  cheer  of  victory 
(John  16:33);  the  good  cheer  of  forgiveness  (Matt.  9:2); 
the  good  cheer  of  assurance  (Matt.  14:27);  and  the  good 
;heer  of  protection. 

"Child  of  My  love,  fear  not  the  unknown  morrow, 
Dread  not  the  new  demand  life  makes  of  thee; 


'i'hy  ignoj'ancf;  doth  hold  no  (:'dun<:  for  sorrow 
Since    what   thou    knowost   not    Ih   known   to   Me. 

Thou  can.st  not  :sef;  today  the  hidden  mf;anirig 
Of  My  conrimand,  but  thou  thfc  light  shall  gain; 

Walk  on  in  faith,  upon  My  promise  leaning, 
And  as  thou  goest  all  shall  be  made  plain. 

One  step  thou  seest,  then  go  forward  boldly, 

One  step  is  far  enough  for  faith  to  see; 
Take  that,  and  thy  next  duty  shall  be  told  thee, 

For  step  by  step  the   LORD   is   leading  thee. 

Stand  not  in  fear,  thy  adveisaries  counting, 

Dare  every  peril  save  to  disobey; 
Thou    shalt    march   on,    all    obstacles    surmounting, 

For  I,  the  LORD,  will  open  up  thy  way. 

Wherefore,    go    gladly    to    the    task    assigned    thee. 
Having    My    promise,   needing    nothing   more 

Than  just  to  know,  where'er  the  future  find  thee. 
In  ALL  thy  journeys  I  go  before. 

— Unknown. 
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Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vana+or 

Lesson  for  September  6,   1953 

THE  CHRISTIAN'S  USE  OF  POSSESSIONS 

Lesson:  I  Timothy  6:6-19 

HOW  MUCH  OF  WHAT  I  HAVE  really  belongs  to 
me?  This  is  the  gist  of  a  question  which  was  asked 
the  writer  some  years  ago,  after  he  had  preached  a  ser- 
mon on  the  relation  of  man's  earthly  possessions  to  God's 
right  to  dictate  the  use  of  them.  I  answered  it  by  asking 
another,  "How  much  of  YOU  belongs  to  God  ?  and  how- 
much  of  your  earthly  possessions  have  you  received  be- 
cause God  has  given  you  health  and  strength  and  an 
ability  to  obtain  it?"  He  saw  the  point  as  was  exhib- 
ited by  the  manner  in  which  he  handled  hia  earthly  pos- 
sessions from  that  time  forward. 

We  find  in  this  lesson  an  application  of  the  principles 
of  stewardship,  not  alone  of  possessions,  but  of  life  it- 
self. Paul  says  that  the  first  lesson  to  learn  is  that  "god- 
liness with  contentment  is  great  gain  (verse  6).  He  goes 
on  to  remind  Timothy  that  as  individuals,  at  our  birth 
we  brought  nothing  in  to  this  world,  and  it  is  certain 
that  at  the  end  of  our  earthly  life  we  carry  nothing  out 
of  it  in  the  way  of  material  possessions.  It  is.  therefoi-e, 
clearly  to  be  seen  that  that  which  comes  into  our  pos- 
session in  the  interim  between  birth  and  death  must  be 
used  in  such  a  manner  that  we  can  give  a  good  account 
of  it  before  the  Lord.  Jesus  admonished  men  not  to  "lay 
up  treasure  upon  earth"  that  can  rust  out  or  be  stolen. 
but  to  "lay  up  treasure  in  heaven."  whei-e  moth  and  mst 
cannot  destroy  or  thieves  break  through  and  steal." 

One   of   the    greatest   urges   to   the   obtaining  of  great 
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wealth  is  to  be  found  in  a  discontented  mind  and  spirit. 
The  continual  "want"  of  something  that  seems  utterly 
beyond  the  pt>ssibility  of  securing  has  led  more  than  one 
}>erson  off  into  the  pathway  of  disloyalty  and  theft,  and 
has  landed  that  individual  behind  prison  bars.  More  and 
more  is  needed  the  lesson  which  Paul  so  well  expresses 
when  he  says,  in  Philippians  4:11,  "Not  that  I  speak  in 
ivspoct  of  want:  for  I  have  learned,  in  whatsoever  state 
1  am.  theivwith  ta  be  content  ..."  To  Timothy  he  says, 
if  we  have  food  to  eat  and  clothes  to  wear,  "let  us  be 
therewith  content."  We  must  take  it  that  Paul  means  by 
this  that  we  should  be  content  if  we  are  provided  with 
the  necessities  of  everyday  living.  It  is  our  desires  be- 
yond this  that  gets  us  into  trouble. 

Then  Paul  points  out  that  the  richer  a  man  gets  the 
more  apt  he  is  to  fall  into  the  temptations  which  will 
<  nd  in  "•"I'oHsh  and  hurtful  lusts,"  and  he  puts  his  finger 
on  the  source  of  it  all  by  saying,  "The  love  of  money  is 


the  root  of  all  evil."  Let  us  say  immediately  that  it  i 
not  wrong  to  be  rich  and  have  many  possessions  as  loni 
as  the  individual  is  in  control  of  them.  ,But  far  too  oftei 
the  possessions  control  the  individual.  A  man  once  saic 
"When  I  had  $10,000.00  I  owned  it;  but  now  that  I  hav 
$100,00.00,  I  find  that  it  owns  me." 

Paul  says  that  those  who  are  "rich  in  this  world 
should  be  charged  not  to  be  "highminded,"  nor  "to  trus 
in  uncertain  riches,"  but  to  trust  in  the  living  God  wh( 
gives  us  so  richly  all  things  to  enjoy,"  and  that  the; 
"do  good  and  be  rich  in  good  works,"  and  that  they  thui 
w^ill  be  able  to  "lay  up  in  store  for  themselves  a  goo( 
foundation  against  the  time  to  come,"  and  that  thu 
"they  may  lay  hold  on  eternal  life." 

The  one  great  thing  that  we  should  all  remember  i: 
that  riches  or  "great  possessions"  may  be  either  construe 
tive  or  destructive.  Yours  is  the  choice. 


Divine   Guidance 


Mrs.    Edna    Nicholas 


WE  USUALLY  THINK  of  God's  guidance  as 
related  to  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  soul. 
However,  a  Christian  should  feel  His  promises 
are  related  to  the  concerns  of  this  life,  as  well 
as  the  spiritual,  in  which  we  seek  His  help  and 
guidance. 

Very  often,  we  mistake  the  divine  for  the  hu- 
man, and  forget  God's  hand  is  guiding  our  way. 
Many  times  we  do  not  understand  our  conduct — 
we  give  it  no  thought  except  to  say,  "It  was  to 
happen  so."  God's  children  are  not  victims  of 
chance.  Would  we  not  be  happiei-  to  feel  that 
(Jod's  angels  are  near,  and  that  we  have  been  led 
by  His  hand? 

"I  will  go  before  thet^,"  (Isaiah  45:2).  This 
promi.sr?  was  not  only  given  to  King  Cyrus,  but 
to  all  who  put  their  tru.st  in  Him. 

We  are  accomplishing  a  journey — we  may  take 
it  with  God,  or  without  Him.  If  you  have  this 
promi.se  in  your  heart,  if  you  depend  wholly  on 
Him  in  faith  and  trust,  you  are  then  assured  of 
Divine  guidance.  "I  will  go  before  thee." 

"I  will  lead  thfim  in  paths  that  they  have  not 
known,"  Isaiah  42:16.  We  are  all  needy  children 
— we  are  not  self-sufficient. 

We  need  a  guide  through  the  unknown  paths 
of  life.  This  promise  is  an  encouragement  to  all 
who  follow  the  guidance  of  the  Father — He 
promises  to  lead  those  who  are  conscious  of  their 


need.  Because  we  are  weak,  He  is  our  strength 
because  we  are  blind,  He  leads  us;  because  w( 
are  nothing,  He  supplies  our  needs. 

"Fear  not;  I  am  with  thee."  Isaiah  41:13.  The 
grasp  of  the  hand  is  evidence  of  close  and  present 
friendship.  The  Father's  presence  is  so  near  that 
in  faith  we  can  grasp  His  hand.  His  touch  gives 
a  feeling  of  security  and  helps  to  maintain  a 
steadfast  obedience  to  the  will  of  God. 

The  promises,  "I  will  hold  thy  hand,"  "I  will 
help  you,"  "I  will  go  before  thee,"  "I  will  make 
crooked  paths  straight,"  'I  am  your  God,"  are 
sources  of  inspiration  in  dark  hours.  Claim  His 
promises  in  faith  and  trust,  and  patiently  await 
their  fulfillment.  We  should  feel  triumphant 
faith,  that  says  definitely  to  God,  "Thou  didst 
promise,  "I  will  wait  for  its  fulfillment."  Man 
is  an  impatient  being,  he  fails  to  await  the  ful- 
fillment, and  misses  the  blessing.  He  who  waits 
for  God  is  not  mis-spending  his  time' — such  wait- 
ing is  true  living. 

Our  great  need  is  prayer  for  Divine  Guidance 
in  everyday  life.  "Ask,  and  it  shall  be  given  you." 
"Seek  and  you  Shall  find."  We  need  to  perse- 
vere in  prayer — we  need  to  recognize  our  entire 
dependence  on  our  Father, 

Walk  in  the  light,  as  He  is  in  the  light.  Sin 
spreads  a  mist  between  you  and  God — one  in- 
dulged sin  may  so  cloud  the  sky  that  to  see  what 
He  is  doing  is  impossible. 

As  the  ship's  sails  carry  a  vessel  into  the  har- 
bor, so  prayer  carries  us  to  the  throne  of  God. 
His  promise  cannot  be  broken.  "Whatsoever  ye 
ask — in  my  name — It  shall  be  done  unto  you." 

— Elkhart,  Indiana. 


AUGUST  29,  1953 


OAK  HILL,  WEST  VIRGINIA 

.  This  church  is  still  pressing  onward  in  the  Lord's  bat- 
jtle.  We  are  slowly  but  surely  gaining  more  ground  than 
we  lose.  Several  representatives  from  the  church  at  large 
ihave  been  with  us  during  this  past  year.  Many  have  ex- 
pressed themselves  at  being  surprised  that  such  a  fine 
;church  is  to  be  found  here  in  this  Southern  coal  field 
area  in  the  mountains. 

The  mining  situation  has  not  hurt  our  church  materi- 
,ally  to  speak  of.  In  fact,  all  treasuries  are  either  steady, 
or  show  an  increase.  Our  greatest  battle  is  the  same  as 
every  other  church  has,  whether  it  realizes  it  or  not,  one 
of  spiritual  growth.  Happy  is  that  minister  when  he  sees 
his  people  realizing  their  spiritual  needs  and  turning  to 
:the  Source  of  help. 

'  We  are  now  engaged  in  a  complete  redecorating  and 
repair  undertaking,  forced  upon  us  whether  we  so  desired 
or  not.  Friday  evening,  August  7th,  Brother  Harold  Hall, 
our  Sunday  School  Superintendent,  and  the  Pastor, 
stopped  at  the  church  to  get  a  few  song  books  to  take 
to  a  cottage  prayer  meeting  and  found  the  entire  build- 
ing filled  with  a  heavy  smoke.  The  refrigerator  in  the 
kitchen  had  caught  on  fire  that  morning,  also  setting 
the  kitchen  afire,  then  exploding  and  perhaps  extinguish- 
ing the  fire  until  it  only  smoldered  all  day  long  until 
found,  at  7:15,  that  evening.  (Would  it  not  be  wonderful 
if  the  coldest  member  of  the  church  could  be  set  afire 
and  bring  good  results  to  pass.  It  could  happen.)  An 
electrical  circuit  was  burned  which  stopped  our  electric 
clock  at  8:50  A.  M. 

The  entire  building  was  damaged  with  a  layer  of 
sticky,  gummy  smoke.  We  are  thankful  to  God  that  His 
Hand  is  shown  in  all  this  and  that  out  of  apparent  trag- 
edy, something  better  is  being  realized.  The  damage  is 
estimated  to  be  between  $1200  and  $1500.  This  is  fully 
covered  with  insurance. 

We  believe  the  Oak  Hill  Brethren  Church  has  an  in- 
creasingly better  future.  A  large  field  of  opportunity  ex- 
ists hei-e. 

GATEWOOD  BRETHREN— The  Gatewood  Brethren 
held  their  first  (open  air)  sei'vice  in  their  new  building-, 
Sunday  Morning,  August  9th.  They  had  been  conducting 
their  sei-vices  in  a  local  school  house,  but  had  to  leave 
that,  as  the  school  term  is  drawing  near.  Their  building 
is  not  ready,  at  all,  but  can  be  used  in  a  rugged  way.  The 
roof  and  windows  will  be  completed  in  a  week  or  two. 
They  are  meeting  in  homes  for  cottage  prayer  inspira- 
tional services.  Their  former  pastor,  Rev.  Cecil  Bolton, 
Jr.,  recently  moved  to  his  new  home  in  the  East.  These 
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jjooplf:  a)(;  bravely  facing  a  real  f>robk;m,  but  we  bclifjve 
they  will  succeed,  'i'hoy  will  be  needing  a  pa«tor  who  can 
receive  most  of  his  living  for  some  time  from  wime  other 
source,  uMtii  the  church  is  able  to  go  on  full  time.  Jie- 
member  them  in  your  prayers. 

Arthur    H.    Tinkel,    PaHtor. 
Oak  Hill  Prethren  Church. 


HIGHLAND  BRETHREN,    MARIANNA,   PE.NNA. 

A  revival  was  held  in  the  Highland  Brethren  Church, 
near  Marianna,  Pennsylvania,  by  the  writer,  during  the 
week  of  June  14th  to  21st  As  a  result  of  the  meetings, 
five  were  baptized  and  three  await  baptism.  Pray  for  us 
that  many  more  may  be  saved. 

J.   E.  Faust,  Pastor,  R.   D.   1,  Irwin,   Penna. 
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Our  Poet's  Corner 
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ALARUM! 

They  would  lead  us  to  a  faithless  brink, 
The  secularists,  the  modern  sages,  who 

think 
They     understand     the     "signs    of    the 

innes, 
They  deplore,  but  accept  evolving  sinful 

climes; 
They  ignore  the  handwriting  on  the  wall: 
Nineveh,  Babylon,  Greece,  Rome,  all 
Have   known   and   felt   the    annihilating 

stroke. 
Nor  are  we  safe  with   their   Intellectual 

yoke 
Of  pity,   respect,  acceptance,    for   that 

called  sin. 
Ruin    comes    surely   to    a    nation    when 

within 
The  hearts  of  men  evil  Is  nurtured,    not 

feared; 
Evil  must  be  abhorred,  not  revered. 
To  our  convictions  of  Right  and  Wrong 

let  us  cling; 
No    salvation    do     the     modern     sages 

bring. 

— Esther  Kendig  Black. 
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L  OLORFUL,  attractive,  featuring  inviting  mes- 
sages and  illustrations,  this  series  of  cards  covers 
every  need  and  age — pre-school  through  adult. 

Here  are  both  religious  and  secular  cards,  care- 
fully designed  and  worded  to  draw  children  and 
adults  to  the  Sunday  school.  Each  card  is  an 
effective  attendance  builder — a  very  real  help  to 
teachers,  department  supervisors,  and  other  lead- 
ers. 

Seven  of  the  cards  feature  religious  paintings 
by  Karl  Godwin  and  Leslie  Benson.  Six  cards 
feature  paintings  by  Florence  McCurdy.  Koda- 
chromes  are  used  as  illustrations  on  three  cards. 

Each  card  is  lithographed  in  four  colors,  on 
high-quality  linen-finish  stock,  with  a  friendly 
message  and  an  appropriate  scripture  text.  Space 
for  personal  correspondence  is  provided  on  the 
address  side.  Size  3%a;5%  Inches. 

NUMBER  AND  AGE 
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No.  952 
No.  953 
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-Pre-School 

-Beginner 

-Beginner 

-Primary 

-Primary 

-Junior 

-Junior 

-Intermediate 

-Intermediate 

-Young  People 

-Young  People 

-Any  Age 

-Any  Age 

-Any  Age 

Any  Age 

Any  Age 


25  cents  per  dozen;  $1.50  per  hundred 
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THE  SANDS  OF  TIME  ARE  SINKING 


The  sands  of  time  are  sinking 

The  dawn  of  heaven  breaks 
The  summer  morn,  I've  sighed  for — 

The  fair,  sweet  morn  awakes; 
Dark,  dark  hath  been  the  midnight 

But  dayspring  is  at  hand 
And  glory,  glory  dwelleth — 

In  Immanuel's  Land! 


O  Christ,  He  is  the  fountain 

The  deep,  sweet  well  of  love, 
The  streams  of  earth,  I've  tasted — 

More  deep  I'll  drink  above; 
There,  to  an  ocean  fulness 

His  mercy  doth  expand; 
And  glory,  glory  dwelleth 

In  Immanuel's  Land! 


With  mercy  and  with  judgment 

My  web  of  time  He  wove 
And  aye,  the  days  of  sorrow. 

Were  lustered  by  His  love; 
I'll  bless  the  hand  that  guided 

I'll  bless  the  heart  that  planned — 
When  throned  where  glory  dwelleth 

In  Immanuel's  Land! 

Anna 


R.  C 


ousin. 
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Press  (Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church),  Quincy, 
Pcnna..  was  guest  speaker  in  the  Wayne  Heights  Church 
on  Sunday,  August  23rd. 

BRYAN,  OHIO.  Sunday,  September  20th  has  been  set 
as  the  day  for  their  Youth  Retreat.  Brother  Alvin  H. 
Grumbling  has  arranged  a  full  day  of  program  and  in- 
spiration. Featured  for  the  day  is  the  Brethren  Youth 
Ambassador's  Quartet. 

SOUTH  BEND,  INDIANA,  Wednesday  evening,  August 
2(Uh  was  designated  as  a  "GO  SOUTH  FAREWELL"  for 
the  Pastor  and  wife,  Brother  and  Sister  M.  A.  Stuckey. 
It  was  an  evening  of  worship  and  social  fellowship  in 
which  the  entire  church  was  invited  to  fellowship. 

Brother  Stuckey  delivered  his  final  message  to  the 
South  ,Bend  Church  on  Sunday,  August  30th. 

Brother  and  Sister  Stuckey,  in  writing  to  the  Editor, 
had  this  to  say,  "It  is  with  regret  that  we  leave  this  fine 
group  of  loyal  and  devoted  Christians  at  the  South  Bend 
church.  We  have  had  two  wonderful  years  here  and  have 
enjoyed  the  fellowship  of  the  finest  congregation  one 
could  hope  to  find  in  this  country.  We  are  thankful  for 
the  Lord's  blessings  and  the  leadings  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
in  the  work  that  has  been  accomplished.  A  full  report  of 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


COMING  EVENTS 


Items  of  general  Intcrust 


Latest  report  on  Jeannette  Solomon,  who  recently  un- 
derwent several  major  operations  at  the  Samaritan  Hos- 
pital, in  Ashland,  Ohio,  indicates  that  she  is  getting  along 
just  fine,  and  that  the  many  prayers  in  her  behalf  are 
surely  being  answered.  Jeannette  is  in  very  fine  spirits 
which  according  to  the  Doctors,  is  very  much  in  her  favor. 
We  will  want  to  continue  to  remember  her  in  our  prayers; 
also  her  hu.sband,  Kenneth  Solomon,  and  other  members 
of  her  family. 


WAYXP:SB0R0,  PKWA.,  WAYNE  HEI(;HTS.  Broth- 
er N.  V.  Leatherman,  in  reporting  on  the  gj-ading  around 
their  new  church  says  in  his  bullletin,  "Not  one  thing 
waa  easy  about  the  grading  of  our  church  property.  Prac- 
tically the  whole  lot  had  to  be  blasted."  He  further  indi- 
cates that  the  grading  is  shaping  up  nicely,  and  that  the 
parking  lot  is  beginning  to  take  shape. 

(Tho-H*;  who  are  familiar  with  this  section  of  the  coun- 
try where  the  limestone  rock  lies  not  too  far  beneath  the 
surface  of  the  ground  will  understand  something  of  the 
real  problem.s  when  it  comes  to  excavating  and  grading. 
Rather  than  the  rfK.k,  though,  we  can  visualize  the  nice, 
green  lawn  and  parking  lot  U>  be  realized  next  spring, 
the  result  of  the  continued  hard  work  of  these  failhful 
Brethren.  W,  S.  .B.) 

Rev.  Palmer  M.  Slenker,  head  of  the  Quincy  Oj7>hanage 


Here  is  another  new  column  in  The  Evangelist,  de- 
signed to  convey  to  you  the  announcements  of  "Coming 
Events"  in  our  churches.  This  is  a  service  which  we  be- 
lieve will  prove  profitable,  both  to  those  churches  spon- 
soring the  events,  and  to  those  of  nearby  communities 
who  will  want  to  attend  the  events.  We  encourage  pas- 
tors to  send  in  their  notices  of  revival  meetings,  home 
comings,  special  speakers,  communions,  etc.  A  2c  card  will 
do  the  ti-ick. 

BE  SURE  that  information  reaches  us  AT  LEAST 
three  weeks  ahead  of  date  of  event — sooner,  if  possible. 
We  will  continue  to  run  an  announcement  imtil  the  Evan- 
gelist of  the  last  date  line  prior  to  the  event.  This  is 
your  column.  If  you  notify  us,  the  information  will  ap- 
pear here.  W.  S.  B. 

DAYTON,  OHIO.  Open  House  for  the  new  parsonage 
recently  purchased  at  23  W.  Hillcrest  Ave., — Sunday  af- 
ternoon, September  20th,  2:00  to  4:00  P.  M.,  and  7:30  to 
9:00  P.  M.— Percy  C.  Miller,  Pastor. 

AKRON,  OHIO.  Homecoming  Day — Sunday,  September 
27th.  FIRESTONE  PARK  BRETHREN  features  Rev.  W. 
Clayton  Berkshire  at  morning  service,  special  anniver- 
sary program  at  2:00  o'clock,  and  Evangelistic  Service  at 
7:30  P.  M.,  with  message  by  Rev.  W.  St.  Clair  ,Benshoff. 
Rev.  J.  G.  Dodds,  Pastor. 

JONES  MILLS,  PENNA.  Revival  Meetings— September 
7th  fo  20th— Rev.  William  S.  Crick,  Evangelist,  Rev.  E. 
M.  Keck,  Pastor. 
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IPerfed  Trust 


HOW'S  YOUR  "TRUST"  TODAY?  ,By  that  we  mean, 
"How  is  your  outlook,  or  your  perspective  on  life?" 
God's  Holy  Word  is  full  of  instances  where  men  and 
women  walked  by  faith,  or  who  trusted  in  God,  when  all 
else  failed  them.  We  have  great  need  today  for  a  stronger 
trust  in  God. 

WORRY  VS.  CONFIDENCE 

Not  that  we  do  not  trust  God.  It  is  not  our  intention 
to  say  that  Christians  everywhere  are  minus  that  perfect 
trust  in  God  which  is  so  essential  to  a  happy  Christian 
life.  What  we  do  mean  is  that  people  are  anxious  and 
worried  when  there  rather  should  be  a  confidence  and  a 
trust.  We  recall  an  experience  in  which  a  certain  person 
was  facing  a  rather  unpleasant  experience  in  which  a 
decision  would  have  to  be  made  which  would,  in  a  sense, 
cause  the  other  person  some  hurt  feelings.  It  was  not 
too  pleasant  to  anticipate,  but  for  the  welfare  of  others 
concerned,  it  has  to  be  done.  The  person  making  the  de- 
cision said,  "Well,  I've  prayed  about  it,  and  I  am  sure 
God  will  work  it  out  all  right." 

This  person  had  learned  the  secret  of  a  perfect  trust 
in  God.  The  words  of  the  Lord  through  Isaiah  (Isaiah 
30:15)  come  to  mind:  "In  quietness  and  in  confidence 
shall  be  your  strength."  How  wonderful  it  is  to  know 
that  He  works  all  things  out  right  to  those  who  put  their 
trust  in  Him.  But,  we  note  also,  in  this  verse  that  it  also 
says,  "But  ye  would  not."  Herein  lies  the  secret  of  so 
much  unhappiness,  wrinkled  brows,  nei-vous  tension, 
etc.,  among  Christians.  We  say  we  believe  in  God,  but 
then  we  i-ush  around  as  if  everything  depended  upon  our 
own  frail  human  powers. 

PSYCHOLOGICAL 

Sometimes  we  think  that  this  matter  of  belief  is  large- 
ly psychological.  We  believe  that  God  will  be  our 
strength,  and  will  work  things  out  for  us,  and  then  we 
are  optimistic,  confident,  and  happy.  Or,  we  have  no  faith 
in  God's  power  to  work  things  out,  and  then  we  are  lit- 
erally lost  at  sea.  To  prove  our  point,  we  recall  a  story 
in  which  a  traveler,  walking  along  a  country  road,  came 
to  a  bridge  which  to  him  did  not  look  very  safe.  He  was 
afraid  to  venture  forth  upon  it.  Doubts,  fears,  and  fras- 
trations  confronted  him,  for  he  really  wanted  to  get  to 
the  other  side. 

As  he  was  pondering  his  desperate  and  hopeless  situa- 
tion as  to  the  bridge  which  he  thought  unsafe  for  ci-oss- 


ing,  he  heard  the  sound  of  an  approaching  vehicle.  Far 
up  the  road  there  was  coming  at  a  rapid  rate,  a  ten  ton 
truck.  Desperately  the  traveler  endeavored  to  stop  the 
driver,  but  the  driver  paid  no  attention  to  him,  and  roared 
on  across  the  bridge — an  everyday  experience  for  this 
trucker. 

We  can  imagine  the  dismay  of  this  frustrated  foot 
traveler  who  was  afraid  to  venture  forth  on  a  bridge 
built  for  ten  ton  trucks.  Laugh,  if  you  want  to,  but 
Christians  often  are  that  way.  We  have  the  eternal  God, 
through  His  Son,  Jesus  Christ,  as  our  helper.  Underneath 
are  the  everlasting  arms.  And  yet,  so  many  times  we 
fret  and  fuss  as  if  God  had  taken  away  His  promises.  If 
such  be  our  status  today,  let's  get  deep  into  the  Word 
of  God  and  read  again  the  precious  promises  of  His  care 
and  love. 

"CHILLED  PLANS" 

Take  this  matter  of  launching  out  in  church  work  for 
instance.  How  many,  many  times  have  good  plans  and 
programs  of  progress  been  been  presented  to  local  church 
boards,  which  would  require  a  certain  amount  of  "going 
out  on  a  limb,"  and  some  member  of  the  Board  has 
chilled  the  plan  with,  "Well,  we  don't  know  if  it  will 
work,"  or  "Where  would  the  money  come  from,"  or  "It 
just  can't  be  done,"  or  "Nope";  or  a  dozen  equally  dis- 
couraging comments — all  representing  a  lack  of  tinist  in 
the  eternal  God. 

CLOSED  CHURCHES 

Just  recently,  in  looking  over  a  copy  of  The  Brethren 
Evangelist  which  was  printed  during  the  fii'^t  decade  of 
the  present  century,  we  discovered  the  names  of  a  lot  of 
Brethi'en  Churches  that  were  thri^•ing  at  tliat  time,  which 
today — are  not.  This  has  been  true  through  the  years. 
Perhaps  some  of  these  days  we  will  seek  to  count  up  the 
number  of  Brethren  Churches  which  have  been  organized 
and  which  now  are  defunct.  It  may  be  amazing.  This  pro- 
cess of  closing  church  dooi^s  continues  even  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  not  only  in  the  Brethi-en  Church,  but  in  other 
denominations. 

As  we  speculate  as  to  what  caused  the  closing  of  each 
.Brethren  Church  through  the  years,  we  i-ealize  that  each 
one  had  its  own  ti-agic  story.  Each  chuivh  that  closed  did 
not  close  the  day  on  which  the  last  sei-^ice  was  held. 
Each   church   that   closed,   began   to   close  when,  in  their 
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WHAT  IS  THE  CHURCH?  What  is  the  purpose  of 
the  church?  Is  the  church  attending  to  its  own 
business?  What  are  we,  and  what  are  we  supposed  to  be 
doing?  We  shall  do  well  to  seek  answers  to  these  ques- 
tions. Much  of  the  church's  confusion,  and  lethargy,  and 
failure,  can  be  traced  directly  to  the  hesitancy  of  the 
people  who  make  up  the  church  of  today,  to  ever  pause 
long  enough  to  seek  answers  to  such  simple  questions  as 
these:  what  are  we,  and  what  are  we  for? 

There  is  the  ancient  story  of  the  man  who  ran  out  of 
one  station  in  London  and  hurled  his  bags  into  a  horse 
drawn  cab  and  ordered  the  cabbie  to  ply  the  whip  and 
drive  with  all  speed  possible,  which  the  cabbie  did.  After 
lurching  along  the  cobbled  street  for  some  blocks,  the 
passenger  yelled,  "How  soon  do  we  get  to  Trafalgar  sta- 
tion?" Where  upon  the  cabbie  reminded  him,  with  fine 
British  restraint,  that  this  was  the  first  mention  he  had  had 
of  where  his  passenger  wanted  to  go!  I  see  in  this  more 
than  a  faint  resemblance  of  what  goes  on  in  the  life  of 
the  church — there  is  the  plying  of  the  whip,  some  activ- 
ity, and  there  are  some  passengers  who  ride  quite  awhile 
before  a.scertaining  where  they  are  really  going,  having 
boarded  the  vehicle  in  the  first  place  without  any  clear 
idea  of  what  they  expected.  Now,  I  grant  you,  the 
drivers  who  fail  to  find  out  where  the  passengers  are  to 
be  delivered  are  responsible.  Everything  cannot  be 
blamed  on  the  trustful  riders.  But  let  us  depart  from  the 
illustration  lest  it  take  us  for  a  ride! 

The  church  is  not  just  an  organiation,  although  organ- 
ization i.s  necessary.  The  church  is  not  a  club.  Christ 
didn't  die  to  establish  a  comfortable  club.  Some  who 
joined  the  church  thinking  that  was  what  it  was,  need 
waking  up  and  reconversion  with  a  new  committment  of 
life. 

The  church  is  not  just  architecture.  A  great  many  7k:o- 
ple  seem  to  be  confused  here.  The  amount  now  being 
spent  on  church  buildings  and  improvement  programs  in 
all    denominations,    is   staggering.    We    seem    to    mean    to 


be    comfortable    and    to    worship    in    delightful    surround- 
ings. 

The  church  is  not  just  a  financial  enterprise.  Many 
church  men  talk  like  bank  directors,  and  with  much  the 
same  outlook  and  sympathies. 

I.     THE  CHURCH,  AN  ECCLESIA 

The  church  is  an  ecclesia — a  comradeship  of  people 
who  love  Jesus  Christ  and  are  determined  to  live  His  way 
forever.  The  purpose  of  the  church  is  to  give  Jesus 
Christ  to  the  world.  Its  mission  is  to  bring  men  to  Christ 
and  keep  them  there!  Too  often  we  have  put  &■  period  too 
early  in  that  sentence.  We  say,  "the  purpose  of  the 
church  is  to  bring  men  to  Christ,"  and  forget-  all  about 
keeping  them  there.  The  church's  ministry  in  the  world  is 
one  of  salvaging  and  of  nurturing,  evangelism  and  edu- 
cation. 

First,  the  unsaved  must  be  brought  in,  and  then 
brought  to,  the  fulness  of  Christian  stature  and  knowl- 
edge of  which  each  is  capable.  The  first  business  of  the 
church  is  to  save  souls.  Our  Evangelistic  purpose  is  to 
bring  the  Gospel  of  Salvation  to  all  sinners  and  to  pre- 
vail upon  them  to  be  converted — to  repent  and  confess 
Christ.  To  bring  men  to  Christ  is  the  first  and  foremost 
reason  for  the  establishment  of  the  church  and  its  Divine 
preservation  until  now.  Sometimes  these  facts  are  ob- 
scured and  the  church  suffers. 

In  the  year  1271,  Pope  Gregory  X  received  a  request 
immediately  upon  his  ascension  of  the  throne  of  St. 
Peter.  It  came  from  the  ruler  of  the  greatest  empire  the 
world  has  ever  seen — Kublai  Khan.  The  rule  of  the  Mon- 
gols extended  from  the  Ural  Mountains  in  the  Hima- 
layas, and  from  the  China  Sea  to  the  Blue  Danube.  This 
was  the  message  the  mighty  Khan  sent  by  Nicolo  and 
Maffeo  Polo,  Marco  I'olo's  father  and  uncle: 

"You  shall  go  to  your  High  Priest  and  shall  pray  him 
on  oui-  behalf  to  send  a  hundred  men  skilled  in  your  re- 
ligion— and  so  I  shall  be  baptized,  and  all  my  barons  and 


SEPTEMBER  5,  1953 


PACK  nvK 


,  great  men   will  be   baptized,  and  then   their  .subjects   will 
I  receive   baptism,  and   so  there  will    be    more    Christians 
here  than  there  are  in  your  parts" 

I  Thus  Kublai  Khan  foretold  a  great  mass  move-men i  (,i 
his  hordes  into  the  Christian  fold.  But  the  opportunity 
[  passed,  for  the  Pope  was  preoccupied  with  Euroj)e,an  pol- 
itics, and  the  religious  at  Rome  were  enjoying  the  com- 
forts and  magnificance  of  the  Vatican,  not  to  mention  its 
wine  cellars,  well  stocked  with  costliest  wines.  Nobody 
wanted  to  go  on  a  missionary  journey  and  miss  the  ele- 
gance and  luxury  which  the  home  base  provided.  It  was 
1289  before  a  later  Pope,  Nicholas  IV,  dispatched  a 
mere  handful  of  missionaries,  most  of  whom  turned  back. 
As  one  historian  remarks,  "So  passed  what  may  be  de- 
scribed as  the  greatest  might-have-been  in  the  history  of 
the  church."  For  one  thing,  the  Mongol  or  Turkish  stock, 
accepted  Islam  as  their  national  faith.  The  Turk  might 
have  been  a  blessing  instead  of  a  curse  in  the  Near  East, 
if  his  ancestors  in  the  thirteenth  century  had  chosen 
Christianity.  We  have  passed  up  similar  opportunities. 

Evangelization  of  the  world  (becomes  a  sideline  in  a 
decadent,  comfortable,  lethargic  church.  But  in  every  he- 
roic age  of  Christianity,  it   has  been  the   main  business. 

The  first  order  of  business  for  the  church  of  today — our 
church — is  not  to  be  comfortable,  but  to  comfort,  and  to 
bless  mankind  with  the  great  good  news.  See  how  evan- 
gelistic the  church  of  the  first  three  centuries  was.  Then 
the  church  was  filled  with  an  outgoing  concern,  a  love 
that  seeks  and  saves  the  lost. 

However,  after  the  Roman  world  was  reached  by  the 
Gospel,  and  the  Galilean  had  conquered,  there  came  the 
long  centuries  of  the  Middle  Ages,  "some  of  them  dark, 
many  of  them  dull."  Even  then  there  were  revivals  of 
the  missionary  spirit  such  as  the  preaching  of  St.  Fran- 
cis of  Assissi.  Then  came  the  Reformation,  and  Protest- 
ants, who  at  first  had  to  use  up  most  of  their  energies 
in  self-defense,  then  settled  down  into  self-regarding,  such 
as  expressed  in  the  proposal  offered  at  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  Church  of  Scotland  (1796):  "to  spread 
abroad  the  knowledge  of  the  Gospel  among  barbarous  and 
heathen  nations  seems  to  be  highly  preposterous  .  .  . 
whilst  there  remains  at  home  a  single  individual  without 
the  means  of  religious  knowledge,  to  propagate  it  abroad 
would  be  improper  and  absurd." 

There  are  a  few  people  who  act  today  like  they  con- 
cur with  that  statement;  they  really  belong  in  1796.  The 
modern  Missionary  movement  is  the  biggest  event  since 
Pentecost.  Today  we  realize  that  Missions  are  the  life  of 
the  church,  the  expression  of  essential  Christianity, 
Whenever  the  church  revives,  it  becomes  again  Evange- 
listic— preaching  the  Gospel  to  every  creature.  For  as 
Ferro  has  so  well  said:  "Jesus'  whole  life  was  spent  to 
make  men  at  one  with  God,  to  reconcile  them  to  One 
who   cared   the   most  deeply  for  them." 

To  be  a  Christian  (therefore),  ought  to  mean  far  more 
than  to  believe  in  Jesus  credally,  or  walk  in  His  way 
morally.  It  must  mean  a  willingTiess  to  suffer  and  to 
share,  to  give  not  only  of  what  we  have,  but  our  own 
selves  even  as  God  gave  Himself.  Love  becomes  stern, 
realistic,  objective  .  .  .  The  Church  which  does  not  suf- 
fer, does  not  care  for  the  world— THE  CHURCH  THAT 
DOES   NOT   GIVE  ITSELF  FOR  THE   WORLD  IS  BY 
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THAT  VERY   FACT  NOT  CHRLSTIAN.  By   that   Stand- 
ard, the  church  must  be  judged." 

IL     THE  CHURCH,  A  FELLOWSHIP 

The  Purpose  of  the  Church  is  to  create  a  fellowship  in 
which  people  may  find  out  what  Christianity  is,  and  con- 
sequently, develop  Christian  personalities  and  learn  Chris- 
tian ways  of  worship,  work  and  living.  Celsus,  who  hated 
the  Christians,  refers  to  their  humble  occupations, 
"Workers  in  wool,  and  leather,  laundrymen,  and  persons 
of  the  most  uneducated  and  rustic  character."  But  they 
belonged  to  a  fellowship  which  made  them  kings  and 
priests.  When  a  person  was  a  member  of  the  church  he 
found  a  new  dignity. 

Now  the  tanner,  or  wool  worker,  or  laundryman,  en- 
tered a  new  world.  They  were  no  more  slaves,  but  sons 
and  daughters  of  God.  They  received  a  religious  educa- 
tion. In  the  Didache,  or  "Teaching  of  the  Twelve  Apos- 
tles," a  booklet  which  was  used  to  prepare  people  for 
baptism  at  the  beginning  of  the  second  century,  we  read 
the  first  statement  and  get  a  glimpse  of  what  these  new 
converts  were  taught.  Listen  to  this: 

"Tliere  are  Two  Ways:  One  of  Life,  the  other  of 
Death.  The  Way  of  Life  is  .  .  .  then  follows  the  three 
commandments  of  our  Lord:  "Thou  shalt  love  God  who 
made  thee  .  .  .  Thou  shalt  love  thy  Neighbor  as  thyself," 
and  the  Golden  Rule,  stated  in  its  negative  form. 

Christianity  then,  was  not  so  interested  in  how  your 
life  began,  as  it  was  in  how  it  begins  anew.  The  sti-ess 
was  not  laid  on  correct  theology,  but  on  the  experience 
which  is  prior  to  all  theology.  The  Didache  gave  the  con- 
vert the  Ten  Commandments  with  additions,  expansions 
and  illustrations,  so  that  these  converts  fi'om  the  pagan, 
heathen  world  would  not  fail  to  understand  what  a  Chris- 
tian is,  and  how  he  behaves.  They  believed  that  what 
saves  a  man  also  changes  him. 

Listen  to  this  bit  of  Avarning:  "Thou  shalt  not  be  ex- 
tortionate,  nor  a   hypocrite,  nor    spiteful,    nor    arrogant. 

Tliou   shalt   not   take   evil   counsel   against  thy    neighbor. 
Thou  shalt  hate  no  man,  but  some  thou  shalt  repiwe.  and 
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for  some  thou  shall  pray,  and  some  tluni  shalt  love  hot- 
ter tluui  thine  own  soul." 

The  new  life  was  to  be  lived  by  a  luiniblo,  patient, 
trustful  child  of  God.  They  were  taught  a  lofty  view  of 
the  Christian  minister  .  .  .  "My  child,  night  and  day 
shalt  thou  ixMuember  him  that  speaketh  the  word  of  God 
to  thee  ..."  The  new  community  was  to  be  a  real 
thing  .  .  .  "naily  shalt  thou  seek  the  faces  of  the  saints." 

The  chuix'h  was,  and  is,  the  extension  of  the  spirit  of 
Jesus.  Jesus  showed  what  God  is.  ajui  what  man  ought  to 
be.  if  he  lived  in  the  kind  of  fellowship  for  which  God 
made  him.  There  is  something  precious  about  this  fel- 
lowship which  we  have  with  each  other  in  Christ.  The 
early  pagiui  society  said  of  this  Christian  fellowship  of 
the  first  centuries  of  the  chuixh,  "Behold,  how  they  love 
one  another."  This  fellowship  of  the  Church  ought  to 
be,  in  a  real  sense,  part  of  the  outreach  of  the  everlast- 
ing amis  of  God.  In  times  of  sorrow  and  crisis,  and  in 
times  of  joy,  the  fellowship  of  the  church  ought  to  be 
real  and  strong. 

One  of  the  great  weaknesses  of  our  local  churches 
right  now.  is  this  lack  of  real  fellowship  and  sense  of 
community.  'Ihe  attitude  of  many  today  seems  to  be  that 
if  one  has  sat  through  Sunday  School  and  morning  church 
senice  he  has  done  God  quite  a  service,  and  certainly 
noting  more  is  required  until  another  Loi'd's  Day  rolls 
around.   \Vhei*e  it   is   more   as  the   Quaker  said.: 

Someone  unfamiliar  with  Quaker  practices  came  and  sat 
with  the  congregation  awhile  in  silence  and  then  asked, 
"When  does  the  service  begin?"  The  answer  was,  "The 
service  Ijegins  when  the  meeting  ends."  It  certainly  does! 
The  world  needs  this  fellowship  that  leads  to  God.  It  needs 
Christian  individuals  with  real  depth  and  power  who  will 
become  centers  of  creative  and  redeeming  fellowship 
wherever  they  are.  "We  need  men,  today,"  says  Ferre, 
"whose  will  to  live  has  been  freed  from  the  will  to  power, 
to  succes.s  to  superiority,  to  social  recognition,  to  pos- 
session and  to  pretense;  and  has  found  its  peace  and 
power  in  the  will  to  love,  the  will  to  fellowship,  the  will 
to  self-giving  service,  the  will  to  do  God's  will  and  be 
His  children." 

Hov^-  shall  these  things  be  accomplished?  Organization 
is  required,  of  course.  Man  cannot  live  without  a  back- 
bone but  we  do  not  wear  our  backbone,  out  in  front.  The 
organization  de.ser\'es  to  be  kept  in  the  background.  To- 
day the  creaking  of  the  ecclesiastical  machinery  some- 
times makes  so  much  noise  that  it  is  very  hard  to  hear 
the  still  small  voice.  In  any  age  of  spiritual  uncertainty 
and  moral  laxity,  we  need  organization,  not  for  organ- 
ization's sake,  but  to  help  people  to  know  Christ  and  to 
witness  for  Chri.st. 

William  James  said  the  greatest  revolution  in  his  life- 
time was  the  discovery  that  by  changing  the  inner  cli- 
mate of  the  mind,  we  can  alter  the  outer  aspect  of  life." 
What  happf-n.s  in  us  is  more  important  than  what  hap- 
pens to  us.  It  is  the  church's  obligation  to  see  that  the 
right  things  happen  in  those  which  make  up  its  body. 

III.     THE  CHURCH,  A    WITNFISS 

It  is  the  purpose  of  the  church  to  bear  witness  to  the 
revealed  truth  about  God  and  His  will.  We  must  get  the 
supernatural  back  in  its  rightful  place  in  our  thinking  in 
this  age  of  science.  "Be  still,  and  know  that  I  am  God." 


Let  those  words  be  heard  above  the  explosions  of  our 
frightful  bombs,  and  the  roar  of  the  thunder  Jets. 
Michael  Pupin,  himself  a  great  contributor  to  our  scien- 
tific progress,  said,  "I  don't  believe  in  God,  I  know  Him, 
and  it's  the  only  thing  really  worth  knowing."  The  world 
needs  to  be  told  of  the  four  great  facts  of  our  Christian 
faith:  that  Christ  has  been  born  of  the  Virgin,  that  He 
died  for  our  sins,  making  atonement,  that  He  arose  from 
the  Grave,  triumphant  over  man's  last  enemy,  and  that 
He  has  sent  the  Holy  Spirit  to  spiritualize  man  and  lead 
him  in  all  truth. 

Hunxanity  needs  the  Gospel  of  the  four  Great  Days  of 
our  faith:  Christmas,  Good  Friday,  Easter,  and  Pentecost. 
Humanity:  Exalted,  Redeemed,  Glorified,  Spiritiualized. 
Christianity  is  God's  truth  to  man  in  the  fullness  of  time 
It's  up  to  the  church  to  tell  the  world,  and  share  with 
the  world  this  rich  treasure  of  our  faith.  Jesus  cam©  into 
a  world  needy  like  our  own,  full  of  political  wrong,  ecl- 
onomic  wrong,  ecclesiastical  wrong,  but  He  came  preach- 
iiitg  the  Gospel  of  God. 

His  only  concern  was  God,  God,  put  into  the  center  of 
life,  will  transform  all  of  life.  We  do  not  purify  the  well 
by  plantimg  rosebushes  near  it.  We  must  do  what  Jesus 
did  ...  go  to  the  very  heart  of  the  matter  and  preach 
the  Gospel  of  God.  The  proclamation  of  the  revealed  truth 
about  God  will  become  a  supremely  creative  force  in  life. 
A  low  view  of  God  leads  to  a  low  view  of  life,  and  we 
wonder  if  God  has  been  insulted.  The  high  view  leads  to 
the  higher  life.  A  man  filled  with  the  Gospel  of  God  sees 
to  it  that  wrongs  are  righted.  The  early  Christians  were 
accused  of  turning  the  world  upside  down.  What  they  re- 
ally did  was  to  turn  it  right  side  up.  It  has  been  wrong; 
they  set  about  to  right  it. 

IV.     THE  CHURCH,  AN  INSTRUMENT  OF  CHRIST 

The  church  as  the  instrumen,t  of  Christ  must  awaken 
and  quicken  the  conscience  of  society  as  to  what  is  right 
and  what  is  wrong.  Why  is  war  wrong?  We  know,  if  we 
have  been  with  Him  and  heard  Him.  War  is  a  robber  of 
life.  He  came  to  bring  life,  peace,  joy.  War  brings  death, 
misery,  fear.  War  is  never  Christian.  A  lawsuit  is  never 
Christian.  If  all  men  were  Christian,  these  things  would 
not  occur.  If  because  of  the  hardness  of  our  hearts,  war 

(Continued  on   Page   8) 


ITINERARY  OF  THE 
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Quartet    Personnel:    Charles    Huff,    Ronald   Ritchey,    Wil- 
Ham  Curtis,  Glenn  Grumbling 

BETHLEHEM— Sunday    morning    September   6tfh. 

MT.   0LIVI5— Sunday  evening,   September  6th. 

MATH  I  AS— Tuesday  evening,    September   8th. 

OAK   HILL — Thursday   evening,    September   10th. 

TERRA  ALTA— Friday  evening,  September  11th. 

LOST    CREEK— Saturday-Monday,    September    12th-14th. 
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Missionary    Department 


THE  TEN  DOLLAR  CLUB 

What  happens  to  the  money  that  comes  into  the  Mis- 
1  sionary  Board  office  for  the  Ten  Dollar  Club;  This  is  a 
question  that  has  been  asked'  by  some  of  our  Brethren 
people  and  one  that  is  easily  answered.  Every  dollar 
turned  in  for  the  Ten  Dollar  Club  is  spent  for  chuich  ex- 
tension. So  far,  all  money  sent  in  has  been  used  for  the 
building  of  the  Tucson  Church  and  the  Wayne  Heights 
Church.  Money  that  is  coming  in  currently  is  being  paid 
to  the  Wayne  Heights,  Penna.,  Church. 

Members  of  the  club  are  obligated  to  pay  only  when  a 
call  is  issued  by  the  Missionary  Board.  This  does  not  pre- 
vent members  giving  an  additional  amount  at  a  later 
date,  if  they  wish,  while  the  same  call  is  in  effect.  The 
additional  amount  will  be  applied  to  the  work  for  which 
the  last  call  was  issued  and  will  not  be  construed  as  a 
paid  in  advance  membership. 


OUR  TASK 

Christ  has  set  before  the  church  the  task  of  encircling 
the  globe  with  the  Gospel — "Go  ye  into  all  the  world."  It 
is  a  world-wide  task  including  all  the  things  and  agen- 
cies necessary  to  give  a  full  and  compi^hensive  presen- 
tation of  Christ  and  His  redemptive  work  to  men  every- 
where. 

The  approach  Christ  made  to  this  world  task  is  indeed 
interesting  and  illuminating  and  should  not  be  overlooked 
by  His  churches  today.  His  method  was  from  His  home- 
land out.  His  entire  earthly  ministry  outside  of  one  brief 
visit  to  the  Coast  of  Tyre  and  Sidon  was  confined  to  His 
own  people.  He  organized  and  projected  a  mission  move- 
ment designated  through  the  missionaries  whom  He  ap- 
pointed to  preach  the  gospel  of  the  kingdom  to  His  own 
people  as  a  preparation  for  the  world  task  He  gave  them. 

Not  only  so,  but  the  New  Testament  churches  followed 
this  same  method.  In  The  Acts  of  the  Apostles  we  find 
that  the  approach  made  by  the  first  New  Testament 
church  to  the  task  of  world  evangelization  was  from  Jer- 
usalem— the  homeland  of  Christ — and  to  the  uttermost 
parts  of  the  earth. 

There  is  a  well-defined  and  deep-seated  reason  why 
Christ  gave  His  entire  ministry  to  His  own  people  and 
why  the  Holy  Spirit  led  the  first  New  Testament  church 
to  confine  its  ministry  for  twenty  years  to  Jerusalem, 
Judea,  and  Samaria.  It  is  twenty  years  from  Pentecost  to 
Antioch. 

This  is  the  reason:  people  cannot  give  what  they  do 
not  have  and  they  cannot  keep  on  giving  what  they  do 
not  keep  on  having.  It  was  necessary,  therefore,  if  the 
religion  of  Jesus  was  to  become  worldwide,  for  it  to  be 
permanently  anchored  in  the  life  of  His  o^^^l  people.  The 
approach  of  the  world  kingdom  task  which  Christ  has 
assigned   is   and   must   always   be  from  the  homeland  of 


the  people  who  have  the  go.spel  out  to  the  utterrnoHt  parts 
of  the  earth. — From  the  writings  of  J.  li.  Lawn;nc<;. 


THINGS  NECESSARY  TO  SUCCEED 

There  are  .some  things  necessary  if  the  Brethren 
Church  would  succeed  in  her  worldwide  task.  Among 
these  are  motives,  money,  and  men  for  the  task.  Our 
churches  must  be  inspired  to  go  to  the  uttermost  parts 
of  the  world  with  the  gospel.  The  treasuries  of  our  agen- 
cies must  be  supplied  with  sufficient  funds  to  send  out 
the  workers  whom  the  Lord  calls  into  the  various  mis- 
sion fields.  The  very  best  of  our  young  men  and  women 
with  the  very  best  training  that  we  are  able  to  give 
them  must  answer  the  call  of  Christ  and  dedicate  them- 
selves to  the  task  of  preaching  the  gospel  to  those  who 
do  not  have  it.  We  must  have  motive,  money,  and  men. 

But  motive,  money,  and  men  are  produced  as  the  fruit 
of  the  denomination's  life.  These  things  do  not  grow  and 
ripen  spontaneously.  They  have  to  be  growTi.  There  must 
be  a  tilling  of  the  homeland  life  before  we  can  expect 
the  fruit  of  motive,  money,  and  men  with  which  to  carry 
on  a  great  world  program  for  Christ. 


NEW  SOURCES   OF  REVENUE 

There  are  only  three  ways  to  develop  new  sources  of 
revenue:  first,  the  organization  of  new  churches;  second, 
the  baptizing  of  new  converts;  third,  the  enlisting  of  vin- 
enlisted  Brethren.  The  Scriptures  point  out  clearly  that 
we  are  to  give  adequate  attention  to  these  three  things. 
Gratifying  results  are  guaranteed. 


PROJECTS  ARE  STIMULATING 

Does  your  church,  Sunday  School,  and  other  auxiliaries 
have  missionary  projects  upon  which  to  work  ?  You  can 
see  new  life,  new  interest  and  new  zeal  in  the  people  of 
your  church  if  you  will  get  them  working  on  missionary 
projects.  The  Missionary  Board  will  be  happy  to  suggest 
projects  for  your  organizations.  You  may  also  select 
your  projects  from  the  lists  published  in  The  Evangelist 
from   time   to   time.   Write   and   tell   us   your   selections. 


MISSIONARY  EMPHASIS 

Is  your  church  or  Sunday  School  emphasizing  missions 
in  a  definite  way  at  least  once  a  month?  If  not.  why  not 
make  some  plans  now  to  launch  a  missionaiy  education 
program  by  October  1st?  If  you  have  a  missionary  em- 
phasis program  already  under  way.  plan  now  to  make  it 
more  effective,  reaching  every  member  of  the  churcJi  and 
Sunday  school. 
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or  divorce  are  necessary,  let  us  not  reduce  the  meaning 
of  the  woixl  Christian,  or  the  message  of  the  Chuix:h. 

Let  the  church  condemn  all  evil.  Let  us  not  hide  the 
truth  that  has  been  ivvoalod  to  us  as  Christ's  will,  and 
the  Christian  ideal,  excusing  ourselves  by  saying  His 
way  is  too  difficult.  We  dai-e  not  water  down  the  truth; 
it  is  the  church's  business  to  say  that  there  is  right  iuid 
wrong,  and  to  point  out  which  is  which.  The  alcohol  bev- 
erage ti-affic  is  a  case  in  point.  Here  is  a  ghastly  busi- 
ness depriving  men  of  health,  reason  and  home.  We  dare 
allow  it  no  rest,  for  it  is  wrong.  We  could  destroy  it  if 
we  would.  They  would  destroy  us  if  they  could. 

V.     THE  CHURCH'S   RESPONSIBILITY 

It  is  the  church's  responsibility  to  save  humanity  from 
the  corrosion  of  hopeless  pessimism  by  continually  dem- 
un>i rating  the  meaning  of  the  kingdom  of  God.  We,  who 
own  Christ  as  our  King,  and  look  for  Him  from  heaven, 
have  a  hope  that  purifies  and  sweetens  life.  Let  us  indoc- 
trinate the  members  of  the  church  with  the  faith  that 
saves  and  gives  steadiness  to  life,  creativity  to  our 
thought  and  ideals  for  our  conduct.  Let  us  give  light, 
direction  and  Hope.  Hope  is  so  vei-y  necessary  in  a  world 
so  sown  with  fears  and  beleaguered  \\'ith  doubts.  In 
making  God  known  and  effective  in  the  hearts  of  men 
we  give  them  a  hope  that  maketh  not  ashamed  and  will 
surely  see  them  through  until  the  day  dawn. 

The  church  and  churchmen  have  encased  and  embalmed 
and  enshrouded  religion  in  high-sounding  words,  but  the 
New  Testament  was  written  in  colloquial  Greek.  1900 
years  ago  no  one  would  have  expected  it  to  live.  Now,  no 
one  now  knows  the  classical  Greek  of  that  day  except  a 
few  scholars.  The  New  Testament  church  lived  because 
it  had  the  Gospel  of  God.  Let  us  nurture,  edify  and  build 
up,  those  who  are  bom  again — by  Bible  study — to  know 
God's  will;  by  prayer  and  worship — to  choose  God's  will; 
and  by  opportunities  of  Christian  sei-vice — to  do  God's 
will.  Let  the  church  be  the  instrument  of  God  in  rescuing 
human  beings  from  worldliness  and  self-centered  incapa- 
city. Let  the  church  regain  again  the  sense  of  the  all- 
demanding  majesty  of  God.  The  apostolic  Church  had 
that.  "It  seemed  good  to  the  Holy  Ghost  and  to  us," 
they  could  say.  Let  us  a.sk  God  to  show  us  what  He  wants 
done. 

I  began  with  questions,  and  so  I  close. 

Can  we  call  ourHelv<*H  Christian  if  we  fail  in  Evan- 
K<li?-m,  by  personal  witnessing  here  at  home,  and  by  suj)- 
porlinn  and  expanding  missionary   work  abroad? 

Is  the  church  being  the  church,  if  it  takes  in  children 
of  10,  11,  12  and  13  years  of  age,  and  then  lets  them 
depart  in  droves  a  few  years  later?  What  is  thfi  matter 
with  our  fellowship  and  our  teaching?  Let's  plug  these 
awful  leaks! 

Are  we  making  the  Gospel  plain  to  the  common  man, 
or  are  we  letting  him  get  along  as  best  he  cm  in  con- 
fusion, despair,  and  the  sin  of  our  age? 


How  can  the  church's  educational  program  be  strength- 
ened to  achieve  the  purposes  of  the  church  ? 

Let  us  keep  on  asking  ourselves  searching  questions 
about  the  Church  we  love,  lest  we  become  satisfied  with 
ourselves  and  tlius  become  offensive  t6  God.  May  the 
Conference  year  ahead  find  us  making  real  progress  in 
working,  witnessing,  loving  and  teaching.  May  the  church 
grow  in  numbers  and  in  spirituality,  and  in  the  richness 
of  its  fellowship.  Let  us  seek  to  stop  the  leaks  in  our 
membership  by  being  what  the  Church,  by  the  grace  of 
God  can  be! 

— Maurertown,  Virginia. 


AS  THE  TWIG  IS  BENT 

A  little  girl  with  shining  eyes, 

Hei'  little  face  aglow : 

Said,    "Daddy,    it    is    almost   time    for     Sunday 

school, 
Let's  go: 

They  teach  us  there  of  Jesus'  love, 
Of  how  He  died  for  all 
Upon  the  cruel  cross,  to  save 
Those  who  on  Him  will  call." 

"Oh,  no,"  said  daddy,  "not  today, 
I've  worked  hard  all  this  wsek 
And  I  must  have  one  day  of  rest, 
I'm  going  to  the  creek; 
For  there  I  can  relax  and  rest 
And  fishing's  fine,  they  say, 
So,  run  along,  don't  bother  me — 
We'll  go  to  church  some  day." 

Months  and  years  have  passed  away. 
But  daddy  hears  that  plea  no  more : 
"Let's  go  to  Sunday  school." 
Those  childhood  days  are  o'er ; 
And  now  that  daddy's  growing  old 
When  life  is  almost  through. 
He  finds  the  time  to  go  to  church. 
But  what  does  his  daughter  do? 

She  says,  "Oh,  daddy,  not  today  .  . . 

I  stayed  up  most  all  night, 

I've  got  to  have  some  sleep 

Besides,  I  look  ,a  fright." 

Then  daddy  lifts  a  trembling  hand 

To  brush  away  his  tears. 

As  again  he  hears  the  pleading  voice 

Distinctly  through  the  years ; 

He  sees  a  small  girl's  shining  face 

Upturned,  with  eyes  aglow, 

^s  she  says:  "It's  time  for  Sunday  school. 

Please,  daddy;  won't  you  go?" 


\ 
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yi  Qhallenge  T5o  Qampers 

^ev.  H.  Francis  ^crl{shire 


BRETHREN  YOUNG  PEOPLE'S  SUMMER 
CAMPS  are  over !  Those  moments  of  hig-h  in- 
spiration are  now  joyous  memories.  The  morning- 
watches,  the  classes,  chapels,  hikes,  recreation, 
vespers,  campfires  have  all  painted  lasting  pic- 
tures on  the  mind's  memory.  The  fellowship  with 
other  Brethren  young-  people  gives  us  heart-wai'm- 
ing  thoughts.  These  experiences  and  friendships 
will  linger  long  in  our  memories.  We  tend  to  re- 
member those  experiences  which  we  have  with 
like-minded  people.  But  whether  it  be  fun  or  se- 
rious thought,  it  has,  in  some  way  affected  our 
thinking  and  mode  of  living.  It  is  an  objective  of 
a  Christian  young  people's  summer  camp  to 
change  thought  patterns,  habits,  modes  of  living, 
to  a  high  Christian  level  of  thinking  and  activity. 
Whether  you  think  so  or  not,  you  learned  some- 
thing in  camp !  You  are  a  different  person  than 
you  were  before  you  went  to  camp ! 

If  you  took  your  camping  experience  just  a 
little  serious  (and  we  hope  you  did!)  you  are 
more  consecrated  to  Christ  than  before  you  went 
to  camp.  This  is  the  hope  of  the  camp  staffs. 
Your  consecration  to  God  lasts  forever.  Any  com- 
mitment which  you  made  in  camp  is  written 
down  permanently  by  God.  You  have  made  a 
pledge  that  should  not  be  broken. 

But  you  are  back  home  after  one  or  two  weeks 
in  a  Christian  summer  camp.  You  are  back  to  the 
routine  of  daily  life.  Many  of  you  will  soon  be 
returning  to  school.  You  will  have  much  oppor- 
tunity to  serve  God  and  show  a  deep  consecration 
to  Him. 

Let  me  suggest  two  ways  by  which  you  can 
show  your  deep  consecration  to  God,  beginning- 
right  where  you  ,are. 

You  can  witness  to  those  with  whom  you  as- 
sociate by  telling  them  of  Christ.  Tell  thein  what 
He  means  to  you  and  what  joy  He  gives.  You 
need  not  be  loud  about  it.  You  need  not  be  offen- 
sive either.  Just  seek  to  direct  the  coversation 
to  their  spiritual  life.  This  may  be  done  by  ask- 
ing them  questions  such  as  where    they    atteiid 


church,  what  they  do  on  Sunday  morning,  who 
their  pastor  is,  and  other  related  questions.  But 
you  can  also  witness  without  saying  a  word.  Yes ; 
you  can  show  your  consecration  and  dedication  to 
Christ  by  your  actions.  You  can  witness  by  "do- 
ing" as  well  as  by  "saying."  "Actions  speak  loud- 
er than  words"  is  a  time-worn  adage,  but  signifi- 
cant. Do  those  things  which  a  Christian  should 
and  ought  to  do.  Rememnber  Paul's  warning  to  ab- 
stain from  anything  that  appears  evil.  Leave  no 
doubt  in  the  non-Christian's  mind  as  to  whether 
you  are  a  consecrated  Christian  or  not. 

Then  too,  you  can  show  your  consecration  to 
God  by  serving  your  home  church.  Eveiy  Chris- 
tian should  be  a  church  goer  and  a  church  work- 
er. You  are  to  strengthen  and  build  God's  church 
here  on  earth.  You  can  show  your  consecration 
by  rendering  faithful  service  to  your  church.  At- 
tempt to  do  the  task  you  are  assigned  or  aske-d  to 
do.  Sui-e,  you  will  make  a  few  mistakes.  But  we 
grow  by  "stumbling" ;  we  grow  by  our  mistakes. 
Disregard  what  people  might  say  if  you  make  a 
mistake.  Ccnquei*  fear  and  don't  let  it  conquer 
you !  You  are  serving  God,  primarily,  and  not 
people  when  you  serve  your  church. 

To  make  a  better  church  worker  is  another  of 
the  objectives  of  a  Christian  young  people's  sum- 
mer camp  program.  At  some  time  or  other  in 
camp  you  have  had  a  class  in  Church  and  Sunday 
School  Administr-ation.  You  have  had  a  course  in 
music  directing.  You  have  had  a  course  in  some 
book  of  the  Bible.  You  have  studied  missions. 
When  you  put  all  of  these  together  you  should 
be  prepared  to  be  a  good  church  worker. 

You  can  begin  now  to  serve  God.  Begin  right 
where  you  are  I  You  can  begin  now  to  use  your 
camping  experiences.  You  can  begin  now  to  show 
your  consecration  to  God.  Working  in  your  home 
church  is  where  Christian  service  begins  and 
where  it  finally  ends. 

Make  your  investment  in  summer  count  by  put- 
ting your  experiences  to  work  for  Christ .' 

— Udell.  Iowa. 
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planning  meetings,  and  board  meetings,  they  began  to 
say,  "It  can't  be  done,"  or  "Nope!"  Somewhere  along  the 
line  the  membei-s  became  sepai-ated  from  the  secret  place 
of  trust  in  God  which  bespeaks  success  and  progress.  Not 
all  the  membei-s,  perhaps,  but  tliose  who  influenced  the 
decisions  of  the  chuivh. 

Our  local  chui-ch  board  meetings  can  revolutionize  the 
work  of  The  Brethren  Church  by  becoming  more  and 
more  the  powerhouses  of  prayer.  Consecrated,  praying, 
faith-believing,  and  trusting  men  and  women,  first  on 
their  knees,  and  then  in  action,  will  transform  the 
church. 

JOSHUA 

brethren:  Wliere  is  your  trust  in  God?  Are  we 
afraid  to  launch  out?  Consider  the  man  Joshua.  What 
would  you  have  done  in  his  situation?  Through  no  desire 
of  his  own,  he  was  suddenly  shackled  with  the  task  of 
the  leadership  of  the  unstable  Israelites  in  the  wilder- 
ness. Moses  was  dead  and  buried.  Joshua,  who  had  al- 
ways stood  in  the  shadow  of  Moses,  now  had  to  "go  it 
all  alone."  What  did  he  do?  Did  he  lose  his  head?  Did 
he  say  "It  can't  be  done,"  or  "What'll  we  do  now?"  or 
'•Nope?" 

WHAT  HE  DID 

HE  DID  NOT!  We  know  what  he  did.  He  went  to  God 
in  prayer  and  communion.  We  know  that  that  is  what  he 
did,  for  it  is  only  then  that  God  really  speaks  to  a  person. 
God,  in  Joshua  1:5,  told  Joshua,  "As  I  was  with  Moses, 
so  I  will  be  with  thee.  I  will  not  fail  thee,  nor  forsake 
thee."  God  also  told  him  that,  "There  shall  not  any  man 
be  able  to  stand  before  thee  all  the  days  of  thy  life." 
God  also  gave  Jcshua  his  commission,  "Arise,  go  over 
Jordan,  thou,  and  all  this  people  ..."  Suppose  Joshua 
would  have  said,  "Nope,  it  can't  be  done." 

IT  CAN  BE  DONE 

Joshua  walked  in  the  will  of  God  and  God  was  with 
him  and  bles.sed  him.  He  had  perfect  trust  in  God.  That 
same  measure  of  trust  is  available  to  us  today.  So,  rather 
than  turning  down  every  plan  of  progress,  or  discarding 
them  without  consideration,  let  us  rather  seek  ways  to 
"bring  to  pass"  great  things  for  God.  In  our  local  society 
meetings,  board  meetings,  class  and  Sunday  School  coun- 
cil meetings,  let's  envision  what  can  be  done.  Let's  be- 
lieve that  God  will  help  and  bless  what  we  have  faith  to 
reach  out  to  do. 

Paul  says  that,  "I  am  persuaded  that  he  is  able  to  keep 
that  which  I  havr-  committed  unto  him  against  that  day." 
Are  you  persuadf;^  ?  Do  you  really  bolieve  that  if  you 
in  your  church  will  go  forward  to  accomplish  the  im- 
pos.sible  that  God  will  keep  you;  that  He  will  provide 
your  every  need,  and  that  He  will  be  with  you? 

We  are  counting  on  this  year  in  The  Brethren  Church 


being  the  greatest  year  of  progress  for  Christ.  Do  we 
have  the  perfect  trust  in  God  that  will  bring  this  about? 
Our  attitude  determines  the  difference  between  failure 
and  success.  "In  confidence"  is  our  strength.  Let's  trust 
God,  Brethren,  let's  call  upon  Him,  and  let's  work  with 
Him  this  year  as  never  before.— W.  S.  B. 


Items     of   General    Interest 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 


the  summe)*  activity  will  be  forthcoming  from  the  church 
later." 

Further,  in  commenting  on  their  summer  Sunday  eve- 
ning services,  which  were  held  in  the  homes  of  various 
members,  we  quote  from  the  letter,  "Our  summer  evening 
services,  which  were  held  in  the  homes  of  members  at  | 
lakes  and  farms  and  in  the  city,  have  proved  to  be  alto- 
gether successful.  Attendance  has  been  excellent  and  the 
fellowship  sweet.  We  believe  other  churches  might  find 
this  program  to  be  worthwhile." 

New   address   of   the    Stuckeys   is   722    Patterson   Ave., 
San  Antonio,  Texas. 


BEER  BELONGS 

I  saw  a  liquor  ad  one  day 

Deceive  the  maddening  throngs. 
It  showed  la  home — the  modern    way — 

And  said  that  "Bieer  Belongs." 
It  showed  the  sweetest  family  scene, 

With  children  singing  songs. 
The  mother  kept  the  heme  so  clean. 

The  ad  said  "Beer  Belongs." 
But,  when  I  saw  that  liquor  ad, 

My  heart  defied  such  wrongs, 
For  I  recalled  my  drunken  dad, 

Who  thought  that  "Beer  Belongs." 
And  I  recall  my  mother's  tears — 

Soul  seared  with  iron  tongs — 
The  family  fortunes  plagued  with  fears 

Because — well — "Beer   Belongs." 
Oh,  beer  belongs  where  sin  is  rife — 

The  heart  of  crimes  and  wrongs — 
Behind  the  scenes  in  family  strife — 

In  jail — yes — "Beer  Belongs." 

— Selected. 
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AN  URGENT  MESSAGE  FROM  KENTUCKY 


Since  coming  home  from  Conference,  we  found  t'hat 
>me  folks  from  Indiana  had  been  here.  In  looking  things 

iT,  they  came  to  Mr.  Young,  a  new  worker  here,  and 
lid    to   him,    "The   upper   buildings   are    not    on    church 

•operty,"  or  something  to  that  effect.  Brother  Young 
nng  new,  did  not  know  how  to  answer  it. 

First,  let  us  say  that  there  are  no  buildings 
3re  that  are  not  on  church  property.  Every- 
ling  here  is  Church  property,  and  consecrated 
I  that  purpose.  The  new  building,  in  process 
:    erection,    is    on    land,    the    deed   for   which 

held  by  the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Breth- 
;n  Church. 

Now,  the  name  of  this  building,  and  what  it 
1  for.  We  find  some  misunderstanding  about 
lat.  It  is  not  a  "gym"  building  only.  (If  we 
re  in  any  way  responsible  for  the  "gym  only" 
lea,  PLEASE  FORGIVE  US.  We  made  a 
listake  in  so  designating  it.)  In  our  school  circular,  in 
^hich  we  have  a  picture  of  what  now  has  been  done,  we 
all   it   this:    "The   new  Administration    and    Gymnasium 


building."  If  it  were  only  the  GymnaHium  needed,  it 
would  be  a  different  matter.  BCT  OTHKK  NEP:nS  ARE 
EVEN   MORE  IMPORTANT  THAN  THAT. 

First,  the  work  need.s  thi.s  building  for  class  ro^im  pur- 
poses.   Then    the    work    needs   a   place   where   the   teacher 


Turning  the  first  shovelfull 


Ground   breaking  ceremonies 

and  students  can  keep  warm  on  cold  days.  The  Log  Build- 
ing cannot  be  warmed  enough  for  such  times.  We  just 
have  to  go  around  and  get  in  some  place  where  it  is 
warm.  Then  too,  the  Log  Building  is  deterioi-ating  much. 

In  short,  we  need  this  building  as  a  place  to  do  much 
of  our  work.  Then  too,  the  larger  floor  is  needed  for  spe- 
cial occasions  here.  We  now  have  no  place  large  enough 
to  hold  the  audiences  for  special  events.  Then,  the  floor 
is  needed  for  a  place  for  boys  and  girls  to  play.  In  short, 
if  the  work  of  the  Brethren  Church  is  to  hold  up  in 
Southeastern  Kentucky,  THEN  THIS  BUILDING  IS 
TERRIBLY  NEEDED.  "Come  and  see!" 

— G.  E.  Di-ushal. 


"OPIN/ON"  .    ^ 


^ 


H.  A.  Gossard 


""HE  WORLD  WEEPS  FOR  THE  INNOCENT 

Do  children,  nights  bring  happy  hours : 

rhay  visicn  playmates,  toys  and  flowers; 

rhey  dream  of    rills    where    sunbeams    played; 

rhey  smile  in  sleep,  and  unafraid, 

rhese  Innocent  fear  naught  without ; 

^nd  dreams  to  them  enfold  no  doubt. 

3ut  what  is  sad  while  children  sleep 
^s,  there  are  those  who  seldom  weep : 


Those  through  whose  evil  conscience  runs 
The  thirst  for  blood ;  the  aim  of  guns, 
And  little  children  without  fears, 
Die,  mingling  cries  with  blood  and  tears. 

A  little  child  asleep  in  bed, 
Calm  and  serene ;  its  praj'er  is  said. 
It  visions  angels  through  the  stars ; 
An  angel,  it  I — no  wounds,  no  scars, 
An  Imp  from  hell — without  a  cause. 
Breaks  in  and  kills,  fearless  of  laws. 

0  God,  could  nations'  prayers  repel 
These  morbid  Imps,  these  Fiends  of  hell. 
They'd  kneel  in  prayer  and  ask  today 
That  Thou  would  chain  these  Imps  for  aye: 
That  whom  You  made  be  kept  from  sin, 
Control  unriu-htef)us  thoughts  within. 
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Topic    for    Sunday,    September    13,    1953 

LOYALTY   TO   THE  SUNDAY   SCHOOL 

Scripture   Reading:    II  Tim.  2:15;   Luke  14:23;   Phil.  2:6; 

Matt.  25:36,  40 

ONE  OF  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  organizations  of 
the  chui-ch  is  the  Sunday  School.  Perhaps  more  peo- 
ple attend  Sunday  School  than  all  of  the  other  services 
of  the  church  put  together.  This  should  not  be  the  case, 
for  the  Sunday  School  was  originated  to  train  and  help 
people  to  grow  into  the  church.  The  Sunday  School  can 
help  correct  this  fault  by  emphasizing  the  need  of 
Church  attendance  and  work. 

1.  THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  SHOULD  PREPARE  US 
BY  tilVING  US  SPIRITUAL  FOOD.  Paul  wrote  to  Tim- 
othy, "Study  to  show  yourself  approved  unto  God,  a 
workman  that  needs  not  to  be  ashamed."  We  should 
never  be  afraid  to  face  the  facts  of  this  world.  Jesus 
was  constantly  ti-ying  to  get  to  the  bottom  of  things 
and  encouraged  His  disciples  to  do  likewise.  "Verily, 
Verily"  can  be  translated  "truly,  truly"  or  "really"  I 
say  unto  you.  Too  many  of  us  are  like  the  w'oman  who 
prayed  concerning  the  theory  of  evolution,  "Dear  Lord, 
grant  that  it  isn't  so  and  if  it  is,  grant  that  not  many 
people  will  hear  about  it."  Another  great  divine  of  our 
day  has  said  that  there  are  a  great  number  of  people 
who  are  afraid  that  if  they  knew  more,  they  would  be- 
lieve less.  But  the  fact  is  that  as  we  look  out  into  the 
starry  heavens  and  as  our  universe  becomes  ever  larger 
and   larger  that  God  grows  larger  in  our  minds. 

Study  to  show  yourself  approved  unto  God.  The  place 
where  the  Sunday  School  must  begin  is  with  the  Scrip- 
tures. Study  them  in  order  that  you  may  find  the  will  of 
God  for  your  life  and  the  needs  of  men  and  women  who 
live  all  around  you.  Study  the  call  of  God  for  your  life 
— are  you  willing  tr>  be  what  He  wants  you  to  be?  Are 
you  willing  to  go  where  He  wants  you  to  go  and  say 
what  He  wants  you  to  say?  Yes,  study  to  show  youi- 
selves  approved  unto  God. 

2.  GO  OUT  TO  WIN  OTHERS.  "Go  out  into  the  high- 
ways and  the  bodges  and  compel  (persuade  would  be  a 
better  translation)  them  to  come  in."  Does  the  Chuich 
really  matter?  Is  Christianity  worth  while?  Or  is  it  one 
of  those  extras  that  we  could  get  along  without  just  as 
well?  It  would  seem  that  many  people  think  of  the 
Church  and  Sunday  School  as  something  to  be  endured 
rather  than  a  source  of  real  power.  If  you  had  found  a 
better  formula  for  making  tooth  paste,  you  would  want 
to  tell  the  whole  world  about  it.  Lincoln  once  obsoi'ved 
that  if  you  make  a  betU-r  mou.se  trap,  the  world  will  b(;at 
a  path  to  your  door.  Yet  what  is  tooth  paste  and  mouse 
traps  in  comparison  U)  the  blessed  gospel  of  Jesus 
Chri.st?   Why  is  it  that  we  are  allowing  the  communists 


to   outwitness  the   Christian  Church?    Is  it  because  thej 
believe   in   their  way  of  life  and  we  don't — really. 

There  is  no  other  organization  that  has  such  an  oppor 
tunity  for  teaching  the  gospel  of  Christ  as  does  the  Sun 
day  School.  No  church  can  grow  without  the  Sundaj 
School.  Let's  give  it  our  support  and  our  loyalty. 

3.  BE  AN  EFFECTIVE  WITNESS.  "Shine  as  tht 
lights  of  the  world."  This  phrase  from  Phil  2:15  is  pre 
ceded  by  the  words  "That  ye  be  blameless  and  harmless.' 
One  of  the  real  difficulties  of  the  Sunday  School  in  oui 
age  is  that  we  have  misunderstood  the  word  harmless 
The  Sunday  School  has  been  harmless  for  too  long  i 
time.  The  early  disciples  were  accused  of  turning  th( 
world  upside  down,  and  why  not  ? 

There  are  many  ways  of  witnessing  for  Christ,  and  the 
Christian  must  use  every  means  possible.  Jesus  com- 
manded us  to  go  out  into  the  highways  and  hedges  and 
persuade  men  to  come  in.  That  is  personal  evangelism. 
He  also  tells  us  that  Christians  are  the  light  of  the  world 
and  that  they  are  to  let  their  lights  be  seen  of  men  so 
that  they  will  come  to  glorify  our  Father  which  is  in 
Heaven.  That  is  evangelism  too.  It  is  the  kind  of  evan- 
gelism that  cannot  be  answered,  and  in  the  long  run  is 
the  most  effective  kind. 

4.  LOYALTY  TO  YOUR  SUNDAY  SCHOOL'S  VIS- 
ITATION PROGRAM.  The  Christian  gospel  is  a  way  of 
thought.  It  is  a  system  of  thought  that  effects  the  whole 
being.  There  is  little  value  in  subscribing  to  a  creed  and 
letting  it  go  at  that.  A  creed  must  lead  to  deeds.  Why 
call  ye  me  Lord,  Loi'd,  and  do  not  the  things  which  I  sayl 
unto  you?  Compare  Matt.  25:36-40.  Where  ever  you  go,' 
you  will  find  people  who  need'  Jesus  Christ.  What  have 
you  been  doing  about  them?  How  can  we  expect  any  bet- 1 
ter  treatment  at  the  hands  of  Christ  than  that  which  we 
are  willing  to  give  to  our  f ellowrmen  ? 

QUESTIONS  FOR  DISCUSSION 

1.  What  do  you  consider  to  be  the  important  work  of 
the  Sunday  School? 

2.  How  can  the  Sunday  School  help  the  Church  in  its 
work? 

3.  What  can  we  do  to  get  those  who  come  for  Sunday 
School  to  remain  for  Church  ? 

4.  Does  a  person  ever  get  too  old  for  Sunday  School? 
Why? 

5.  What  do  you  think  of  the  slogan,  "Don't  send  your 
children  to  Sunday  School,  take  them?" 


ATTENTION 


MINISTERS  AND  YOUTH  DIRECTORS 


\ 


Have  your  Brotherhoods  send  in  all  project  money  and 
"Pennies  for  the  Lord"  from  this  past  year  IMMEDI- 
ATELY. Send  them  to  Jerry  Flora,  811  Grant  St.,  Ash- 
lan/d,  Ohio. 

National   Boys'   Brotherhood  President, 

Charles  Huff. 


1953 
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Studies 


DEATH 

Life !  we  have  been  long  together, 

Through  pleasant  and  through  cloudy  weather; 

'Tis  hard  to  part  when  friends  are  dear, 

Perhaps  'twill  cost  a  sigh,  a  tear; 

Then  steal  away;  give  little  warning; 

Choose  thine  own  time. 

Say  not,  Good- night!  but,  in  some  brighter  clime, 

.Bid  me.  Good-morning! 

rHE  ABOVE  STANZA  was  written  by  Mrs.  Barbauld 
in  extreme  old  age.  The  Bible  has  much  to  say  about 
he  death  of  saints  that  is  comforting  (Rev.  14:13).  Death 
s  viewed  by  the  Christian  (Phil.  1:21)  is  a  supernat- 
ral  victory  over  death  (1  Cor.  15:57).  Paul's  shout  of 
riumph  over  death  and  its  terrors  is  in  1  Cor.  15:55 
nd  2  Tim.  1:10.  The  ground  for  comfort  to  a  dying 
'hristian  is  that  he  had  learned  in  life  to  TRUST  God 
or  all  things,  and  had  committed  his  soul  unto  a  faithful 
lod  for  eternal  keeping  (2  Tim.  1:12).  Like  Paul  he  is 
ully  persuaded;  all  accounts  are  settled,  and  he  is  rest- 
ng  on  the  sure  promise  of  God's  Word  (Romans  8:38, 
19). 

Satan  tempted  a  dying  saint  by  reminding  him  of  his 
/outhful  sins.  The  Christian  quoted  to  him  1  John  1:7. 
rhen  Satan  tempted  him  to  believe  in  his  own  works, 
rhen  he  quoted  the  words  of  Eph.  2:8,  9.  Christ  is  Victor 
)ver  death  and  hell,  and  has  the  keys  to  Heaven  and 
Jternal  life  (John  11:25,  40).  Death  has  no  terror  to  him 
vho  is  reconciled  to  God's  will,  and  to  him  who  looks 
'orward  to  the  joy  of  his  inheritance  in  a  kingdom  which 
;annot  be  shaken  (Matt.  25:34). 

Afraid?  Of  what? 
To  feel  the  spirit's  glad  release  ? 
To  pass  from  pain  to  perfect  peaoe, 
The  strife  and  strain  of  life  to  cease. 
Afraid  of  that? 

Afraid  of  what? 
Afraid  to  see  the  Saviour's  face. 
To  hear  His  welcome,  and  to  trace 
The  glory  gleams  from  wounds  of  grace? 

Afraid  of  that? 

We  need  not  worry  as  to  what  the  other  world  has  in 
store  for  those  who  have  walked  with  God  here  (2  Cor. 
1:14).  There  need  be  no  perplexity  in  the  minds  of  be- 
lievers as  to  the  state  of  the  Christian  dead  according  to 
2  Cor.  4:16-5:10.  The  "outward  man"  is  the  physical 
man;  the  "inward  man"  is  the  spiritual  man.  The  physical 
man  wastes  away  but  the  inwai'd  man  that  worship?  God 
is  renewed  from  day  to  day.  2  Cor.  5:10  affirms  a  per- 
sonality to  the  spiritual  man.  The  body  is  but  the  taber- 


nacle in  which  the  inward  man  dwollH,  Tho.  tab<;niaclfe 
may  bo  brokon  down,  and  the  man  himH<;lf  movfcH  out  (2 
Peter  1:13-15).  Lifr;  here  on  f,-arth  is  liff;  in  the  bo'ly; 
death  is  to  depart  out  of  thf;  body  to  Ix;  with  Chrirt 
which  is  far  better  (I^il.  1:21-25).  To  be  with  Christ  in 
not  soul-sleeping.  To  bo  in  the  pre.sence  of  the  ly^jrd  in  to 
wait  expectantly  the  first  resurrection  at  the  Lord's  re- 
turn (1  Thess.  13-18).  In  Luke  ](>,  Abraham  and  the  rich 
man  were  in  full  possession  of  their  faculties,  the  one  in 
paradise  and  the  other  in  hades.  Though  separated  by  an 
impassable  gulf  they  had  communication.  TTiis  account 
could  not  be  a  parable.  If  it  is,  what  does  it  teach? 
Having  been  bom  again,  and  redeomod  by  the  bk^jd  of 
the  Lamb,  we  shall  rise  in  the  glorious  resurrection  to 
immortal  life  with  Christ! 

"All  my  hope  is  stayed  upon  Thee; 
Claiming  Thy  promises  are  for  me. 
All  my  prospects  for  coming  years; 
I  claim  by  faith  and  without  fears. 
Praise  to  God." 


Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vana+or 

Lesson  for  September  13,  1953 

COURAGEOUS  CHRISTIAN  WITNESSING 

Lesson:  II  Timothy  1:3-14 

Setting  the  Scene:  Second  Timothy  seems  to  be  the  last 
letter  which  Paul  wrote  before  his  martyrdom.  It  was 
written  while  Paul  was  imprisoned  in  Rome  and  appears 
to  be  a  very  personal  letter  to  his  beloved  "son  in  the 
spirit,"  who  has  meant  so  much  to  him  through  his  trials 
and  his  imprisonments.  Note  that  Paul  never  lost  his 
faith  in  any  way,  even  though  it  was  tried  in  a  multitude 
of  ways. 

Searching  the  Scriptures:  Tlie  Key  Thought  for  this 
study  can  be  found  in  the  eighth  verse  of  our  printed 
text  (II  Timothy  1:8)  and  reads  as  follows:  "Be  not 
thou,  therefore,  ashamed  of  the  testimony  of  our  Loi*d 
.  .  .  but  be  thou  a  partaker  of  the  afflictions  of  the  gos- 
pel according  to  the  power  of  God  ..."  We  are  reminded 
of  the  words  which  Paul  wrote  to  the  Romans  in  Romans 
1,  where  he  says,  "I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  gospel  of 
Christ,  for  it  is  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation  ..." 
This  Paul  never  doubted  for  one  instant. 

In  other  words,  Paul  is  admonishing  Timothy  to  be  a 
real  witness  for  the  Lord.  When  we  realize  that  the  woi-d 
from  which  we  get  our  English  word  "martyr'"  is  the 
word  which  is  translated  "witness,"  we  are  made  to  feel 
more  fully  the  force  of  the  reality  that  witnessing  can 
be  and  surely  must  be — much  more  than  merely  lip  testi- 
mony. It  is  the  life  of  the  individual  toward  which  peo- 
ple are  looking,  a  sort  of  watchful  waiting  to  see  what 
sort  of  "fruit"  that  life  ^^■^ll  yield. 

It   is   interesting  to  note  that   Paul   stresses  the  back- 
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ground  of  Timothy — the  faith  of  his  grandmother,  Lois, 
and  of  his  mother  Kunice — and  the  faith  which  he  is  per- 
suaded also  abides  in  Timothy  himself — a  sort  of  handod- 
down  faith,  we  might  call  it.  How  many  of  us  are  what 
we  are  because  of  the  faith  which  has  abided  in  our  par- 
onLse,  and  especially  in  our  mothei-s.  Maternal  influence 
is  greater  than  we  care  to  admit,  especially  in  this  day 
and  age  of  our  world.  It  is  a  sad  thing  to  say,  but  more 
and  more  mothers  aiv  becoming  less  and  less  of  an  influ- 
ence for  good  in  the  lives  of  their  children.  All  one  needs 
do  to  prove  this  is  to  be  watchful  day  after  day  in  the 
community  in  which  they  live  to  see  there  the  "negative" 
influence  which  is  being  shed  abroad  in  the  lives  of  the 
little  ones.  Sui-ely  there  is  a  need  for  a  return  to  the 
"faith  of  our  fathers." 

Especially  Paul  warns  Timothy  of  the  necessity  of 
"holding  fast  the  form  of  sound  words,"  which,  he  says, 
"thou  hast  heard  of  me."  Vincent  says.  The  teaching  is 
to  be  held,  preached  and  practiced,  not  as  a  mere  sched- 
ule of  conduct,  but  with  strong  conviction  of  faith  and 
the  fen-or  of  love."  And  Robertson  says,  "It  is  only 
through  the  Holy  Spirit  that  Timothy  or  any  of  us  can 
guard  God's  deposit  with  us." 

."Sensing  the  .'Nervice:  Paul  is  calling  Timothy  to  a  very 
l>articular  sen'ice  for  the  Master.  Knowing  that  Paul  is 
to  be  sacrificed  as  a  "witness"  for  Jesus  Christ,  "whose 
he  is  and  whom  he  senses,"  it  takes  courage  for  Timothy 
to  go  fonvard  in  the  task  of  this  "witnessing."  He,  too,  is 
headed  for  the  way  of  the  martyr.  But  he  knows  that 
Paul  has  said,  "For  me  to  live  is  Christ;  to  die  is  gain." 
What  is  there  that  compares  to  the  "hope  that  lieth  in 
us,"  that  hope  of  eternal  salvation,  if  we  are  faithful 
unto  the  end  ?  Can  you  sense  the  service  that  is  definitely 
yours  as  the  call  comes  to  you  in  person  ? 


Uhnrcms 


ARDMORE,  INDIANA 

Dear  friends  in  Christ.  Here  are  a  few  news  items 
from  the  Ardmorc  Brethren  Church. 

Tuesday  evening,  August  4th,  Juanita  Chamberlain,  our 
church  organist  and  pianist,  was  united  in  marriage  to 
John  Albert,  now  serving  in  the  U.  S.  Army.  It  was  a 
beautiful  church  wedding,  the  ceremony  being  performed 
by  Rev.  Arthur  J.  Tinkel.  Recently,  Rev.  Tinkel  united  in 
marriage,  Mrs.  Catherine  Sorenson,  a  faithful  member  of 
our  church,  and  Mr.  Albert  Armour. 

Warren  Hunn,  one  of  our  fine  young  men,  will  be  en- 
tering Ashland  College  this  fall,  to  prepare  for  the  min- 
istry. On  Saturday  evenings,  July  11th  and  25th,  special 
youth  sponsored  meetings  for  young  and  old  were  held  in 
the  church.  Rustam  Sal  of  India  being  the  guest  speaker. 


This  young  man  gave  up  the  wealth  and  royalty,  bein; 
forced  to  leave  home  when  he  became  a  Christian.  Satur 
day  evening,  August  15th,  Rev.  Gordon  .Bacon,  of  tb 
United  Missionary  church,  ElWiart,  Indiana,  was  the  gues 
speaker.  Ken  Whittington,  of  Quincy,  Michigan,  an  accom 
plished  violinist  and  vocalist,  led  the  singing  and  gav 
special  musical  numbers. 

On  August  29th,  Rev,  George  Poole,  of  South  Bend,  th< 
St.  Joseph  County  Youth  for  Christ  Directoi",  was  gues 
speaker.  Max  Ward  of  the  Moody  Bible  Institute,  Chicago 
was  the  song  leader.  It  is  our  aim  to  continue  thesi 
meetings  on  the  opposite  Saturday  nights  of  our  regula: 
county  Youth  for  Christ  meetings. 

This  is  a  large  community,  and  many  young  people  a; 
well  as  older  folks  are  needing  the  Lord  Jesus  as  theii 
Saviour.  Reaching  the  lost  for  Him  is  the  main  pui-posc 
in  holding  these  meetings.  It  should  also  help  give  oui 
church  a  spiritual  boost,  and  too,  "Is  it  not  good  to  be  ir 
the  house  of  our  Lord  on  Saturday  night  as  well  as  or 
Sunday?" 

We  are  also  happy  to  report  that  Rev.  Walter  A 
Pierce,  of  the  Sunshine  Rescue  Mission,  Cedar  Rapids 
Iowa,  will  again  be  our  EVangelist  in  a  revival  meeting 
October  20th  to  November  1st,  inclusive.  Again  we  asl 
the  Christian  readers  of  this  article  to  remember  the  Ard- 
more  Brethren  church  in  prayer.  Thank  you. 

Mrs.  Marshall  Harmon,  Cor.  Sec. 
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In  a  rousing  enthusiastic  Saturday  night  youth 
rally  at  Conference  the  young  people  topped  their 
$5,000  goal  for  Lost  Creek,  Kentucky,  by  about 
$500.  All  the  money  is  not  yet  in,  but  it  is  certain 
that  the  goal  has  been  reached,  with  plenty  to 
spare. 

The  project  of  the  youth  of  the  church  for  the 
past  Conference  year  has  been  to  raise  $5,000  to 
Ihelp  the  Missionary  Board  build  a  gymnasium 
land  classroom  building  at  Lost  Creek.  Some 
doubts  were  expressed  as  to  the  possibility  of 
imaking  such  a  large  goal  but  the  young  people 
brought  thrills  to  the  hearts  cf  all  as  they  gave 
their  money  Saturday  night  of  Conference. 


Louisville,  Ohio,  copped  honoi-s  by  giving  the 
most  money  and  presenting  it  in  the  most  novel 
way.  The  youth  of  the  church  built  a  scale  model 
of  the  proposed  building,  and  filled  it  with  5fX) 
one-dollar  bills.  This  was  presented  during  the 
rally.  Individual  blocks  were  sold  with  the  youth 
of  Louisville  buying  them  for  50c  each  and  the 
adults  buying  them  for  25c  each.  Using  this 
method  it  was  assured  that  the  project  would  be 
financed  largely  by  youth. 

A  very  enthusiastic  audience  greeted  each  gift 
of  money  ,as  youth  from  almost  every  district 
brought  contributions  for  the  project. 
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Some  217  delegates  swarmed  over  the  Ashland 
College  campus  for  the  annual  Brethren  Youth 
Conference  held  in  cooperation  with  General  Con- 
ference. Many  more  were  in  attendance  who  di- 
vided their  time  between  the  General  Conference 
and  the  Youth  sessions. 

The  youth  meetings  were  held  .under  the  Gos- 
pel Big  Top  which  was  the  replacement  for 
Founders'  Hall.  Using  the  tent  was  a  new  expe- 
rience and  it  proved  to  be  one  of  real  value.  Dr. 
Harold  Kuhn,  who  spoke  to  youth  each  morning 
and  to  the  evening  vespers,  proved  himself  a  real 
man  of  God,  capable  of  opening  the  Scriptures 
in  a  new  and  different  way.  He  spoke  just  to  the 
youth  in  the  morning,  and  to  the  adults  and 
youth  at  vespers.  These  latter  services  grew  to 
the  extent  that  the  stadium  was  nearly  full  every 
evening.  This  alone  attests  to  Dr.  Kuhn's  worth 
as  a  speaker. 

A  number  of  outstanding  events  will  stay  in 
the  minds  of  the  youth  as  they   traveled    home. 


Chief  events  include  the  camp  rally,  Thursday 
night's  African  pictures  by  Mr.  and  3Irs.  Grim- 
ley,  Youth  picnic  at  the  Conservation  Farm,  the 
Ashland  College  75th  Anniversaiy  play  on  Friday 
night  and  the  big  youth  rally  on  Saturday  night 
including  MV  and  the  missionaiy  play  "Infinite 
Meadows." 

MV,  a  closely  guarded  seci'et,  was  revealed  to 
be  Mission  Vision.  Many  guesses  on  the  subject 
were  wrong,  many  right.  The  play  "Infinite 
Meadows"  was  a  huge  success  as  it  depicted  the 
lives  of  our  missionaries  in  Africa.  A  real  chal- 
lenge was  offered  when  the  conclusion  of  the 
played  showed  the  complete  surrender  of  mission- 
aries to  God's  ^^^ll.  and  the  thrill  of  missionary 
service. 

All  in  all  it  was  a  fine  Confeivnce.  The  Spirit 
of  God  was  felt  and  souls  were  touched  in  a  mag- 
nificent way  for  Him.  C-onfei^ence  proved  again 
that  the  Bre-thren  Church  is  on  the  move  for 
Christ  in  a  significant  way. 
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STORY-PICTURE  SERIES 


A   CHOICE   selection   of  eight  different  .Bible  story    picture    books    for    children. 
Each  book  offers  excellent  book  value  along  with  the  best  in  Bible  story  and 
Bible  picture  teaching  value. 

Each  book  contains  twelve  carefully  written  and  edited  full-page  Bible  stories. 
Written  in  simple,  child  language  that  7-to  10-year-olds  can  read.  Each  story  is 
illustrated  with  a  full-page  biblical  picture,  printed  in  four  colors. 

Ideal  for  church-school,  vacation-school,  and  day-school  teachers,  parents,  and 
others  who  teach  children.  EXCELLENT  AS  AWARDS  AND  GIFTS  AT  ANY 
TIME  OF  THE  YEAR. 

Hard  back,  board  covers,  printed  in  four  colors  and  varnished  for  longer  wear. 
Each  book  is  size  5%x6%  inches. 

Price  35c  each;  Set  of  Four— $1.25;  Complete  Set  of  Eight— $2.50.  On  orders 
for  less  than  $1.00,  include  10c  for  cost  of  mailing. 
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GOD'S  PEACE 


"By  Christ  on  the  cross  peace  was  made, 

My  debt  by  His  death  was  all  paid, 
No  other  foundation  Is  laid— - 

For  peace,  the  gift  of  God's  love." 

Who  did  the  greatest  deed  e'er  done? 
Who  fought  the  greatest  fight  and  won? 
Who  conquered  sin  and  death  alone? 
God's  blessed  Son — Christ  Jesus. 

Who  by  His  death  put  sin  away? 
Who  rose  from  death  to  endless  day? 
Who  is  the  Truth— Who  is  the  Way? 

God's  blessed  Son — ^Christ  Jesus. 

Who  over  man  has  groaned  and  cried? 
Who  all  man's  need  has  we!!  supplied? 
Who  on  the  cross  was  crucified? 

God's  blessed  Son—Christ  Jesus. 

Who  wants  the  ones  for  whom  He  died? 
Who'll  come  soon  for  His  waiting  bride? 
Who  longs  to  have  her  by  His  side? 

God's  blessed  Son — Christ  Jesus. 

Who  may  be  left  for  awful  doom? 

Sinners  who  die  without  Jesus. 
Who'll  come  forth  from  a  Christless  tomb? 
Who  will  go  out  to  shame  and  gloom? 

— Selected, 
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items  of  general  Interest 


CUMBERLAND,  MARYLAND.  Brother  Milton  M.  Rob- 
inson, in  reporting  on  the  beginning  of  his  thiid  year  as 
Pastor,  give.";  a  list  of  the  gains  in  the  church  during  his 
two  years,  in  his  bulletin.  Some  of  these  are:  "Forty-five 
additions  .  .  .  248  radio  broadcasts  .  .  .  75%  increase  in 
offerings  for  cuiTcnt  expenses  .  .  .  increased  giving  for 
parsonage  fund  .  .  .  increa.sed  attendance  at  all  .services 
.  .  .  increased  youth  activities  .  .  .  etc." 

JO.VES  MILLS,  PENNA.  Brother  E.  M.  Keck,  in  re- 
porting in  his  bulletin  on  his  recent  trip  through  the  Mid- 
West  has  this  to  say,  "While  we  were  away,  we  spoke  in 
H  different  Brethren  Churches:  Muncie  and  Elkhart,  In- 
diana; Cerro  Gordo  anrl  Milledgeville,  Illinois;  Ft.  Scott, 
Mulvane  and  Morrill,  Kansas;  and  Udell,  Iowa."  His  col- 
ored slides  of  the  Brethren  Mission  work  in  Lost  Creek, 
Kentucky,  were  shown  in  all  these  churches.  In  these  8 
churches.   Brother  Keck  conducted  11   services. 

.NORTH  LIBKKTY,  INDIANA.  Brother  .1.  Edgar  Berk- 
shire arranged  ff)r  a  "pulpit  exchange  Sunday,"  with 
Brother  Herbert  Gilmer,  Pastor  of  the  County  Line  Breth- 
ren Church.  This  exchange  feature  was  observed  in  the 
Sunday  morning  worship  .service  on  August  9th.  (Here 
is  an  excellent  idea  whifh  could  be  followed  by  others 
of  our  ministers  located  in  churches  close  to  each  other. 
It  creates  Christian  fellowship  and  strengthens  the  bonds 
of  the  Brethren  with  each  other.  W.  S.  B.) 


KLKHART,  INDIANA.  The  Sunday  School  picnic  i 
scheduled  to  be  held  September  26th,  at  McNaughtoi 
Park. 

SOUTH  BEND,  INDIANA.  The  church  has  purchased 
now    addressograph    machine   which   will   help   immensel; 
wilh  (I;e  1  ublicity  work  of  the  church. 

UDELL,  IOWA.  The  Pastor's  Class,  for  children,  wi! 
reconvene  on  Fridays  after  school,  after  having  been  dis 
continued  through  the  summer. 

SEND  IN  YOUR  NEWS!  The  paroled  convict  said,  "N( 
noose  is  good  news."  But  for  us,  no  news  from  you  means 
no  news  here.  The  Brotherhood  wants  to  know  what  yoi 
are  doing  in  your  church.  So,  put  news  in  your  bulletin 
and  sen  1  them  in,  or,  write  news  of  your  activities  or 
a  post  cai'd,  or  in  a  news  report. 


COMING  EVENTS 


Here  is  another  new  column  in  The  Evangelist,  de- 
signed to  convey  to  you  the  announcements  of  "Coming 
Events"  in  our  churches.  This  is  a  service  which  we  be- 
lieve will  prove  profitable,  both  to  those  churches  spon- 
soring the  events,  and  to  those  of  nearby  communities 
who  will  want  to  attend  the  events.  We  encourage  pas- 
tors to  send  in  their  notices  of  revival  meetings,  home 
comings,  special  speakers,  communions,  etc.  A  2c  card  will 
do  the  trick.  j 

BE  SURE  that  information  reaches  us  AT  LEAST 
three  weeks  ahead  of  date  of  event — sooner,  if  possible. 
We  will  continue  to  run  an  announcement  until  the  Evan- 
gelist of  the  last  date  line  prior  to  the  event.  This  is 
your  column.  If  you  notify  us,  the  information  will  ap- 
pear here.  W.  S.  B. 


WILLIAMSTOWN,  OHIO.  Miami  Valley  Youth  Rally 
—September  1.3th,  3:00  P.  M.  Fun,  Food,  Christian  Fel- 
lowship. Rev.  George  Solomon,  Pastor. 

DAYTON,  OHIO.  Open  House  for  the  new  parsonage 
recently  purchased  at  23  W.  Hillcrest  Ave., — Sunday  af- 
ternoon, September  20th,  2:00  to  4:00  P.  M.,  and  7:30  to 
9:00  P.  M.— Percy  C.  Miller,  Pastor. 

AKRON,  OHIO.  Homecoming  Day — Sunday,  September 
27th.  FIRESTONE  PARK  BRETHREN  features  Rev.  W. 
Clayton  Berkshire  at  morning  service,  special  anniver- 
sary program  at  2:00  o'clock,  and  Evangelistic  Service  at 
7:00  P.  M.,  with  message  by  Rev.  W.  St.  Clair  Benshoff. 
Rev.  J.  G.  Dodds,  Pastor. 

JONES  MILLS,  PENNA.  Revival  Meetings— September 
7th  to  20th— Rev.  William  S.  Crick,  Evangelist,  Rev.  E. 
M.  Keck,  Pastor. 
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T^e  Brethren-— I QY 5 


RECENTLY  WE  READ  in  a  newspaper  of  the  piob- 
lems  to  face  the  world  reg-arding  its  food  problem 
in  the  year  1975.  The  picture  as  painted  is  one  of  opti- 
mism, yet  one  of  concern.  Concern,  chiefly  because  the  net 
gain  in  the  earth's  population  is  60,000  per  day.  (This 
heardly  seems  credible,  yet  it  is  true,  and,  as  one  of  our 
own  Brethren  states  it,  "There  were  60,000  more  people 
for    breakfast   this    morning    than    yesterday.") 

The  concern  for  the  world's  welfare  in  another  two 
decades  and  a  half  is  increased  when  it  is  noted  that 
through  erosion,  highway  building,  and  new  building  de- 
velopments, that  hundreds  of  thousands  of  tillable  farm 
acres  are  being  lost  every  year. 

The  rate  of  population  growth  will  have  a  tendency  to 
increase  in  the  years  to  come,  for  it  is  noted  that  with 
constantly  improving  health  conditions  in  underprivileged 
countries  and  areas,  that  the  birth  mortality  rate  is  con- 
stanly  being  lowered.  With  this  constantly  increasing  pop- 
ulation comes  a  constantly  increasing  food  problem. 

On  the  brighter  side,  scientists  inform  us  that  new 
foods,  better  farming  methods,  etc.,  will  go  a  long  way 
towards  solving  the  problem. 

PHYSICAL   STARVATION 

Yet  over  the  world's  teeming  billions  hangs  the  ever 
present  danger — starvation.  Note  in  your  own  household 
the  concern  for  food.  Note  the  time  spent  in  prepara- 
tion and  eating  thereof.  Note  how  often  you  find  it  nec- 
essary  to   go    to   the   store   and   replenish   your   supplies. 

Right  now,  we  are  overwhelmed  with  the  stories  of 
abundance  in  grain  crops,  and  other  foods — to  the  extent 
that  we  do  not  have  sufficient  room  in  which  to  store  the 
surplusses.  However,  the  next  time  you  walk  into  the 
grocery  store  and  see  the  well  stocked  shelves,  stop  and 
think  for  a  moment  what  would  happen  if  the  source  of 
supply  for  those  shelves  would  suddenly  be  cut  off.  Yes, 
the  threat  and  fear  of  starvation  hangs  heavy  over  the 
world.  In  many  cases  over  the  world,  many  people  «o 
not  know  what  it  is  to  have  a  "full  stomach,"  from  birth 
to  death.  And  every  day  sees  60,000  more  hungry  bodies 
to  feed. 

SPIRITUAL   STARVATION 

Have  you  ever  considered  the  amount  of  spiritual 
starvation  in  the  world  today  ?  Many  people  are  feeding 
themselves  on  the  chaff  of  the  world;  many  others  d>"> 
not  have  access  to  the  spiritual  Bread  and  Water,  even 


Christ  Himself.  Christ  died  to  save  them  and  Uj  give  them 
eternal  spiritual  food  and  water,  but  we  have  not  fed 
them  as  we  should.  On  top  of  the  present  spiritual  situa- 
tion, we  want  to  look  ahead  to  the  Brethren  in  1975. 
One  can  hardly  imagine  the  tremendous  growth  that  faces 
the  world.  Each  day  the  net  population  of  the  world  in- 
creases three  times  the  size  of  the  Brethren  I>enomina- 
tion.  What  a  ti-emendous  challence  this  is  to  the  Brethren 
to  reach  even  a  small  portion  of  this  increase.  What  a 
pitiful  tragedy  if  we  permit  this  open  door  to  close  before 
us.  Let  us  ask  ourselves  the  question,  "Will  we  be  on  the 
job  feeding  the  spiritually  hungry,  in  1D75?"  This  is 
our  key  question.  If  we  are  to  be  on  the  job  then,  we 
must  prepare  for  it  now.  There  are  ways  in  which  The 
Brethren  Church  can  enlarge  its  outreach  to  help  prevent 
a  spiritual  stai'vation  in  1975. 

THE  PART  OF  THE  BRETHREN 

1.  Sustain    and    revitalize    existing    Brethren    Churches. 

There  is  a  danger  that  in  our  churches  we  shall  permit 
petty  strife,  jealousies,  parsimony  and  general  indiffer- 
ence, to  throttle  the  spiritual  value  of  the  church.  If  it 
is  necessary,  let  pastor  and  people  get  together,  pray, 
forgive,  and  resolve  to  work  together  better  than  ever 
before.  If  it  is  necessary  to  bury  some  plans  and  ideas, 
replacing  them  with  more  workable  plans,  then  everybody 
should  be  willing  to  thus  do.  Ordinari'y  though.  Breth- 
ren, we  need  to  permit  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
first  enter  our  hearts,  and  then  permit  it  to  enter  into 
the  work  of  the  Chuix?h. 

Every  Brethren  church  must  be  regeared,  re^^talized, 
re-empowered  for  today  and  for  tomorrow.  Our  churches 
were  built  for  more  people  than  they  now  find  cominar. 
Let's  take  stock  of  our  present  condition;  and  then  let's 
do  that  which  is  necessary  to  put  new  life  and  new  power 
into  every  local  Bi-ethren  Churcli. 

2,  Enter  into  new  locations.  As  we  pointed  out  a  week 

or  so  ago,  the  only  thing  which  is  preventing  our  enter- 
ing into  new  places  is  the  lack  of  manpower  and  money. 
Yet,  if  we  are  to  be  on  the  job  in  1975.  feeding  the  spir- 
itually hungry,  we  must  right  now,  start  entering  new- 
territories  with  men  and  money.  New  building  develop- 
ments are  mushrooming  all  over  this  land  to  take  care 
of  our  rapidly  expanding  population.  What  about  estab- 
lishing more   and   more   new   Brethren  churches  in  these 

(Continued  on   Page   7) 
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Word    Victmvs    0[ 

(^limt   In    The 
gospel   Oj  John 


Each  of  the  chapters  of  the  Gospel  of  John  contain  a 
word  picture  of  Christ.  Twenty-one  Brethren  ministers 
present,  in  this  series  of  devotional  articles  the  "dievelop- 
ment"  of  these  pictures,  cliapter  by  chapter.  We  ur^e  y©u 
to  read  each  oliapter,  and  each  of  the  articles  as  they 
appear;  thereby  coming  to  a  deeper  understanding  of  our 
Saviour.  His  purpose,  and  His  work. — W.  S*  B. 


4>. 
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10.    Glinst,    Ihe  good  Shepherd 

Rev.  floijd  Sibert  Text;  John  10:11 


John  10:11.  '7  am  the    Good    Shepherd:    the 
Good  Shepherd  giveth  His  life  for  the  sheep." 

T-HE  SHEEPFOLD.  This  is  an  enclosure  into 
\\hich  the  sheep  are  put  for  safety  during-  the 
night.  It  is  for  sheep,  only.  There  is  no  mention 
of  goats  here. 

There  is  but  one  entrance  into  the  fold,  and 
that  is  the  door.  In  verse  7,  Jesus  declares  "I  am 
the  door."  The  sheep,  and  all  true  shepherds,  en- 
ter in  by  the  same  door.  Verse  9  states  that  if 
any  man  enter  in  by  the  door  he  shall  be  saved. 
In  Acts  4:12  we  read  "There  is  none  other  name 
under  heaven  given  among  men  whereby  we 
must  be  saved." 

Thieves  and  robbers  get  into  the  sheepfold,  but 
th.ey  "climb  up  some  other  way,"  verse  1  tells  us. 
It  does  not  matter  much  what  that  "other  way" 
is.  So  long  as  it  is  another  way,  it  is  ignoring 
and  denying  Him  who  is  the  door.  Some  "climb" 
for  years  to  get  into  the  sheepfold  by  human 
works,  social  service,  human  wisdom,  or  the  cul- 
tivation of  popularity,  only  to  receive  the  re- 
ward of  thieves  and  robbers  in  the  end. 

Let  us  not  ignore  or  belittle  the  Porter.  He  is 
•second  in  importance  only  to  Him  who  is  the 
door.  The  Porter  is  the  Holy  Spirit.  He  is  the 
comfojler  of  the  .sheep  during  the  absence  of 
the  Shepherd.  He  alone  can  open  and  close  the 
door  to  the  fold.  All  who  enter  in  by  the  door 
must  have  the  Porter's  help  and  encouragement. 
It  is  the  Spirit  who  takes  the  things  of  Christ 
and  reveals  them  to  the  seeking  soul.  John  16:13. 


Having  ignored  the  door  (Christ)  and  tfe 
Porter  (the  Holy  Spirit)  those  who  "climb  up 
some  other  way"  will  be  rejected.  "The  same  h 
a  thief." 

THE  GOOD  SHEPHERD.  There  is  perhaps  no 
presentation  of  Christ  that  has  such  a  powerful 
appeal  to  men  in  all  ages  as  the  "Good  Shepherd" 
The  fact  of  the  Good  Shepherd's  tender  and  de- 
voted care  of  His  sheep  is  ever  cherished  by 
Christians.  Let  us.  meditate  upon  the  great 
sweetness  and  preciousness  of  it. 

1— "HE   CALLETH  HIS  OWN    SHEEP    BYi 
NAME."  Verse  3.  He  is  mightily  interested  in  the( 
individual.  You,  personally,  are  the  object  of  His 
care    and    solicitation.    How    precious     is     this| 
thought !  As  we  read  the  holy  Book,  we  see  Him  | 
taking  time  to  notice  Zacchaeus  in  the  tree.  And 
not  only  to  notice  him,    but  to   abid^   with    him 
that  day.  What !  with  only  three  years  to  do  His  i 
earthly  work  for  all  ages,  He  would  tahe  time  to 
spend  a  day  with  little  Zacchaeus!     We  do  not 
have  that  much  time  now  of  days.  We  are  too 
rushed. 

Next,  we  see  Him  stop  everything,  even  though  i 
He  js  accompanied  by  "a  great  number  of  peo- 
ple," at  the  cry  of  blind  Bartimaeus.  Many  had 
charged  the  blind  man  to  hold  his  peace.  They 
thought  Jesus  should  not  be  bothered  by  a  "no- 
body"; but  the  Good  Shepherd  takes  time  to 
comfort  and  heal  the  lowly  blind  man. 

Then  we  see  Him  stop  amid  a  multitude  which : 
thronged  and  pressed  Him  and  ask  "Who  touched 
Me?"  to  the  annoyance  of  the  disciples. 
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We  see  Him  refuse  to  condemn,  but  to  take 
:ime  to  instruct  and  to  love  the  guilty  adulteress 
groveling-  in  the  dust  at  His  feet. 

This  personal  interest  of  the    Good    Shepherd 

must  lever  touch  our  hearts.  He  has  no  thought 

)t  beating  the  sheep,  or  of  amusing  them.   His 

hief  object  is  to  call  them  into  a  larger  place 

of  blessing. 

2— HIS  SHEEP  "HEAR  HIS  VOICE."  Verse 
27.  Every  soul  who  would  follow  Christ  must,  in- 
dividually, hear  His  voice.  That  voice  may  be 
iheard  through  His  Word.  '"The  ivOrds  that  I  speak 
unto  you,  they  are  spirit  and  they  wre  life."  John 
6:63.  But  multitudes  of  us  do  not  know  the  words 
He  spoke  unto  us,  so  we  have  no  life.  More  than 
anything  else,  we  need  to  "hear  His  voice." 

3— "HE  LEADETH  THEM  OUT."  Verse  3.  It 
is  not  enough  that  the  sheep  are  safe  and  at  rest 
in  the  fold  they  must  be  led  out  into  lields  that 
are  broad,  far  reaching,  and  rich  in  the  whole 
Revelation  of  God.  The  shepherd  who  would  lead 
the  sheep  into  these  rich  pastures  must,  himself, 
know  where  they  are  and  what  they  are. 

Saviour,  like    a   shepherd    lead    us 
Much  we  need  thy  tender  care. 

4— "THE  GOOD  SHEPHERD  GIVETH  HIS 
LIFE  FOR  THE  SHEEP."  Verse  11.  Giving  His 
life  for  His  sheep  is  the  outstanding  character- 
istic of  the  Good  Shepherd.  He  not  only  is  willing 
and  ready  to  sacrifice  His  life  in  defense  of  the 
sheep.  But  He  has  a  command  from  the  Father 
to  lay  it  down  for  them.  Verse  18. 

In  Matthew  27:42  we  read  these  true,  true 
words:  "He  saved  others:  Himself  He  cannot 
save."  His  e-nemies  looking  up  at  Him  with  jeer- 
ing faces  as  He  hung  in  agony  upon  the  cross, 
pointing  at  Him  with  long,  bony  fingers  as  He 
hung  quivering  the^e,  hurled  the,  words  at  Him 
with  snarling  lips.  "He  saved  others:  Himself  He 
cannot  save." 

Yes,  that  was  true, — every  bitter  word  of  it. 
He  had  saved  sinful  Magdalene,  He  had  saved 
cursing  Peter.  He  had  saved  the  maniac  of 
Gadara;  but  He  could  not  save  Himself.  That  is, 
since  He  chose  to  be  our  Saviour,  He  could  not 
save  Himself.  For  no  man  can  save  himself  who 
saves  another.  A  grain  of  corn  cannot  save  itself 
if  it  is  to  produce  an  ear.  The  soldier  cannot 
save  himself  if  he  is  to  save  his  country.  Nor  can 
th  Good  Shepherd  save  Himself  if  he  is  to  save 
His  sheep. 


FLOYD  SIBEKT 


If  He  had  been  only  a  good  man  and  a  great 
teacher  He  need  not  have  sacrificed  Himself; 
but  good  men  and  great  teachers  are  not  liars, 
and  they  are  net  blasphemers.  And  since  He  was 
a  good  man  and  a  great  teacher,  He  was  the 
Son  of  God,  because  He  said  He  was.  And  since 
He  was  the  Son  of  God  He  could,  and  did,  give 
His  life  for  us.  He  did  it  all  Himself.  1  Peter 
2:24.  "Who  His  own  self  bare  our  sins  in  His 
own  body  on  the  Tree,  that  we,  being  d^ead  to 
sins,  shotdd  live  unto  righteousness. 

Our  salvation  costs  something.  1  Corinthians 
6:19,  20,  "Ye  are  not  your  own.  Ye  are  bought 
with  a  price."  How  blessed  I  How  wonderful! 
How  unfathomable  I  Neither  the  price  which  was 
paid  for  our  redemption,  nor  the  Person  who 
paid  the  price  can  be  estimated  by  the  saints  of 
God.  Who  can  realize  all  the  misery,  all  the  sor- 
row, all  the  shame,  all  the  torments  of  an  eternal 
darkness  into  which  sin  has  thrust  us,  and  from 
which  the  price  has  completely  set  us  free!  \Mio 
can  estimate  the  fullness  of  glory  and  the  jcy 
unspeakable  whch  the  price  has  bought  for  us 
sinners  who  are  saved  by  grace ! 

Bought  with  a  price !  Bought  with  a  price !  This 
is  the  glorious  song  that  shall  be  sung  around  the 
throne  in  heaven:  Rev.  5:9,  "And  they  sung  a  new 
song,  saying.  Thou  art  worthy  .  .  .  for  Thou  wast 
slain  and    hast    redeemed    us    to    God    by    Th,v 
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Blood."  Praise  His  precious  name!  Glory  to  God 
our  Father! 

In  these  days  when  the  Lord  who  bought  us  is 
denied,  when  His  Blood  is  cai*efully  ignored,  how 
well  it  is  that  we  refi^sh  our  souls  and  honor  our 
blessed  Lord  by  meditating-  upon  the  precious 
truth  that  we  are  bought  with  a  price.  "Thanks 
be  unto  God  for  His  unspeakable  gift."  2  Corin- 
thians 9:15. 

"O  the  glory  of  His  prescnoe, 

0  the  bemity  of  His  face; 

1  am  His,  and  His  forever. 

He  has  iron  me  by  His  graoe." 

5— "WHEN  HE  PUTTETH  FORTH  HIS 
OWN  SHEEP,  HE  GOETH  BEFORE  THEM." 
Verse  4.  \Miat  a  pleasui^e  it  is  to  remain  con- 
tentedly in  the  fold!  With  Christ  as  the  door, 
verse  9,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  as  the  Portar,  verse 
3,  the  sheep  are  safe  in  the  Father's  hand.  Verses 
28  and  29.  \^'hc  would  not  want  to  stay  right 
there  forever!  But  —  "He  putteth  forth  His 
sheep,"  Putteth  forth!  That  is  a  bitter  thought, 
for  Him,  and  fcr  us.  Why  is  it  necessary,  Why? 

Verse  16  saj^^s.  "Other  sheep  I  have,  which  are 
not  of  this  fold ;  them  also  I  must  bring,  and  they 
shall  hear  My  voice;  and  there  shall  be  one  fold 
and  one  shepherd."  There  are  lost  sheep  out  there 
on  the  mountains.  Even  though  all  of  self  rebels 
at  the  ven-y  thought  of  being  "put  forth,"  there 
is  but  one  thing  to  be  done.  There  is  no  substi- 
tute for  missionary  endeavor.  God  said  "Go." 
And  blessed  privilege  it  is ! 

Romans  10:13  declares  "Whosoever  shall  call 
upon  the  name  of  the  Lord  shall  be  saved."  But 
"How  shall  they  call  upon  Him  in  whom  they 
have  not  believed?  And  how  shall  they  believe  in 
Him  of  whom  they  have  not  heard?  And  how 
shall  they  hear  without  a  preacher?  And  how 
shall  they  preach  except  they  be  sent?  This  "put- 
ting forth"  is  a  requirement. 

Do  we  believe  that  every  man  has  the  right  to 
hear  the  gospel  once,  before  any  man  has  a  right 
to  hear  it  twice?  Have  we  any  right  to  lie  con- 
tentedly in  the  fold  glorying  in  our  "perfect" 
Sunday  morning  services,  when  countless  souls 
for  whom  the  Good  Shepherd  gave  His  life  have 
nexer  heard  of  His  unspeakable  sacrifice?  Our 
mission  as  a  church  is  to  get  the  Gospel  out  to 
those  who  have  not  heard  and  who  do  not  knew 
that  Jesus  Christ  died  to  save  them. 

Is  the  Shepherd  trying  to  put  you  forth  to  the 


mission  field?  Is  He  trying  to  put  you  forth  to 
your  next  door  neighbor,  to  the  loved  ones  in  your 
own  relationship,  to  the  unlovely  ones  across  the 
tracks,  to  those  wealthy  and  well-dressed  ones 
who  need  Him?  Remember,  "When  He  putteth 
forth  His  own  sheep,  He  goeth  before  them." 
Verse  4.  "As  the  Father  hath  sent  Me,  even  so 
send  I  you."  John  20:21. 

(Quoting  from  F.  B.  Meyer)  "As  to  our  plans 
we  need  not  be  anxious ;  because  He  who  sends  us 
forth  is  responsible  to  make  the  plan  according 
to  His  infinite  wisdom;  and  to  reveal  it  to  us 
however  dull  and  stupid  our  faculties  may  be. 
And  as  to  our  sufficiency,  we  are  secure  of  hav- 
ing all  needful  grace:  because  He  never  sends 
us  forth,  except  He  first  breathes  on  us  and  says, 
"Receive  ye  the  Holy  Ghost."  John  20 :22. 

"There  is  always  a  special  endowment  for  spe- 
cial power,  the  breath  is  so  gentle  Und  light,  that 
we  core  often  ignorant  of  it;  it  passes  as  the 
zephyr  over  the  flowers  and  is  gone;  but  it  is  not 
withheld  from  any  true  heart,  who  is  eager  to  do 
Christ's  work,  on  Christ's  plan,  and  in  His 
strength." 

1  Peter  1:8  "Whom  having  not  seen,  we  love; 
in  whom,  though  now  we  see  Him  not,  yet  believ- 
ing, we  rejoice  with  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of 
glory." 

1  Peter  2:25  "For  ye  were  as  sheep  going 
astray;  but  are  now  returned  unto  the  Shepherd 
and  Bishop  of  your  souls." 

— Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio. 


i 
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DAYTON  CHURCH  TO 

OBSERVE  "OPEN  HOUSE" 

FOR  NEWLY  PURCHASED 

PARSONAGE 


Thf;  people  of  the  IfillcreKt  Brethren  Churoh  have  made 
another  step  foi-ward.  On  August  loth,  the  parHonage 
family,  Rev.  Percy  C.  Miller  and  family,  moved  into  the 
recently  purchased  parsonage  at  2.'i  W.  Jliilcrest  Ave., 
Dayton,  Ohio.  The  parsonage  which  they  owned  on  .San- 
dalwood Drive  was  sold  at  the  time  of  this  purchase,'. 
This  new  building  is  a  two-story  brick;  six  rooms,  plus 
bath  and  sun  rooms.  This  new  parsonage  joins  the  church 
lot  on  the  west  side;  the  church  being  located  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Hillcrest  and  N.  Main.  This  makes  a  very  fine  set- 
up, especially  since  the  pastor-'s  office  is  in  the  church. 
Open  house  will  be  held  Sunday  Sept.  20th,  afternoon 
from  2:00  to  4:00  and  evening  from  7:30  to  1^:00.  All  are 
invited  to  be  present  for  this  occasion.  If  it  is  impossible 
to  come  this  day,  you  are  welcome  to  come  at  any  time. 

Percy  C.  Miller. 


(Pictures  of  the  newly  purchased  par.sonage,  and  of  the 
church,  will  appear  in  an  early  issue  of  The  Evangelist.) 
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spiritually  virgin  territories  ?   If  Bethren  contribute  man- 
power and  funds,  then  this  can  happen. 

3.  Reaffirmation  of  our  fundamental  beliefs.  This  is 
very  important — that  we  know  what  we  believe  and  why 
we  believe  it.  There  is  an  alarming  tendency  today  to  un- 
derrate Denominationalism.  .Brethren  have  lived,  sacri- 
ficed for  the  tenets  of  our  faith.  Shall  we  pass  them  off 
lightly  as  of  no  importance  ?  In  our  opinion,  there  will 
be  no  more  rapid  growth  of  the  Denomination  if  we 
were  to  minimize  our  distinctive  doctrines  and  practices 
than  if  we  emphasize  them  to  the  limit. 

Pressure  is  often  brought  to  bear  that  if  we  did  not 
insist  on  our  doctrines  and  practices  that  our  church 
would  be  able  to  obtain  many  more  members.  Yet,  Breth- 
ren, remember  that  it  is  because  of  our  particuar  posi- 
tion on  baptism,  communion,  etc.,  that  gives  us  our  rea- 
son for  existence  as  a  Denomination.  We  have  yet  to  find 
any  candidate  for  the  Brethren  Church,  who,  after  having 
our  position  explained  to  them,  refused  to  be  baptized  or 
to  commune  as  we  do. 

4.  Training  of  100  to  200  young  men  for  the  ministry 
of  the  gospel  in  the  Brethren,  Church,  To  many,  this 
probably  sounds  as  fantastic  as  announcing  a  trip  to  the 
moon.  Yet,  it  is  not  beyond  the  realm  of  possibility.  It  is 
definitely  a  necessity.  Think  what  100  to  200  young  min- 
isters and  missionaries,  trained  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
saving  gospel  of  our  Lord,  and  following  the  beliefs  and 
practices  of  the  Gospel  as  taught  in  the  Brethren  Church, 
could  do  to  win  souls  to  Christ  between  now  and  1975. 


Parents,  will  you  do  your  part  in  leading  your  young 
men  and  boys  in  the  direction  of  God  so  that  they  might 
hear  the  call  of  God  to  join  this  needed  number? 

5.     Enlargement    of   our    Denominational    facilities — the 

College,  The  Mission  Board,  The  Publishing  Company, 
The  Sunday  School  Association,  Brethren  Youth,  and  the 
other  worthy  auxiliaries.  These  will  grow  to  meet  the 
needs,  as  they  are  given  support  from  the  local  Brethren. 
Their  usefulness  is  limited  only  by  the  support  given  to 
them. 

VISION   UNLIMITED 

We  are  writing  words  on  paper,  and  on  pages  which 
fill  up  altogether  too  swiftly  when  we  begin  writing  along 
this  line.  But  if  we  can  get  each  Brethren  to  pause  and 
meditate  and  look  ahead — then  we  will  have  accomplished 
our  purpose.  Christ  said,  "Behold,  I  have  set  before  thee 
an  open  door.  The  world,  with  its  ever  increasing  popu- 
lation in  need  of  spiritual  food,  needs  our  help.  We  noted 
in  the  newspaper  article  that  scientists  are  devising  meth- 
ods to  increase  the  food  supply  to  meet  the  increased 
need.  Let's  be  sure  it  is  said  of  us  as  Brethren  that  v.e 
did  all  in  our  power  to  meet  the  spiritual  needs  of  tlie 
spiritually  hungry. — W.  S.  B. 


NOTICE 


The  Oak  Hill  (We«t  Virginia)  Brethren  Church  wishes 
to  announce  that  their  Pastor.  Arthur  J.  Tinkel.  has  re- 
sigHied.  They  wish  to  hear  from  applicants  for  the  open- 
ing. 

The  church  is  coming  along  nicely  on  the  redecorating 
after  the  recent  fire  in  the  kitchen. 

Mrs.  Ruby  Fox.  Clerk, 
Rt.  1.  Box  190. 
Fayetteville,  West  Virginia. 
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Missionary    Department 


SHIVELY   MISSIONARY  HOME 
DEDICATED 


A  brief  dedication  service  for  the  Shively  Missionary 
Home  was  held  on  Wednesday  afternoon  of  Conference 
week.  The  program  was  arranged  by  the  Missionary 
Board.  Mr.  H.  D.  Hunter,  president  of  the  National  Lay- 
men's Organization,  representing  the  Laymen,  made  a 
few  i-emarks.  Reverend  Willis  E.  Ronk,  representing  the 
Missionary  Board,  presented  a  few  statements  relative  to 
the  need  of  such  a  home  for  Brethren  missionaries  on 
furlough.  Reverend  Robert  Byler  spoke  words  of  appre- 
ciation in  behalf  of  his  family  for  the  comforts  of  the 
home.  Dr.  John  Locke  gave  the  dedicatory  prayer.  The 
benediction  was  given  by  Reverend  E.  M.  Riddle. 

Open  liOuse  was  observed  throughout  the  afternoon, 
and  many  of  the  people  attending  Conference  took  ad- 
vantage of  the  opportunity  to  see  through  the  Home. 


MISSIONARY  FELLOWSHIP  DINNER 

Following  the  custom  of  the  past  several  years,  the 
Missionary  Board  held  a  fellowship  dinner  during  Confer- 
ence week  in  honor  of  missionaries,  missionary  candidates 
and  home  mission  pastors.  This  dinner  was  held  at  the 
Park  Street  Brethren  Church  on  Tuesday  evening,  August 
18th,  at  5:30. 

In  addition  to  members  of  the  Missionary  Board  and 
their  wives  and  husbands,  heads  of  other  boards  were  in 
attendance  at  this  gathering. 

A  trio  from  the  Park  Street  Brethren  Sunday  School 
Orchestra  provided  music  throughout  the  dinner,  after 
which  John  Locke  acted  as  master  of  ceremonies  for  the 
brief  program. 

Reverend  N.  V.  Leatherman  spoke  enthusiastically  of 
the  new  church  at  Wayne  Heights,  expressing  his  appre- 
ciation for  the  help  received  from  Home  Missions.  Ver- 
non Gi'isso  described  the  continued  progi'ess  at  Tucson, 
Arizona,  also  indicating  thanks  for  Home  Mission  aid. 
Rob  Byler  told  of  the  gratifying  results  coming  from  the 
radio  program,  "Adelante  Juventud"  in  .Buenos  Aires 
(actually  broadcasted  in  Colonia,  Uruguay)  in  which  he 
takes  part. 

The  meeting  closed  with  prayer  by  Rcvoicnd  E.  M. 
Riddle.  This  fellowship  dinner  is  becoming  a  tradition 
with  the  Missionary  .Board.  The  dinners  of  the  guests — 
those  who  are  not  members  of  the  boards — are  underwrit- 
ten by  the  laymen  on  the  Missionary  Boa)d. 


AN   EXPLANATION 

During  General   Conference,  jw.sters    appeared,    linting 
the    churches   with   the     ten     largest    offerings    to     both 


Home  and  Foi'eign  Missions.  This  list  included  only  gifts 
to  our  own  Brethren  missionary  work. 

Of  course,  a  number  of  churches  have  sent  in  fine  gift 
to  other  missionary  interests:  American  Mission  to  th( 
Lepers,  Sudan  Interior  Mission,  Bible  Meditation  League 
etc.  Our  office  received  these  gifts  and,  in  turn,  sen1 
them  on  to  the  work  that  was  indicated  in  each  case 
Wc  did  not  include  such  gifts  in  our  total  of  gifts  tc 
Home  and  Foreign  missions,  because  we  are  basing  oui 
budgeting  of  these  funds  on  the  amounts  that  are  avail- 
able for  Brethren  work. 


We  would  not  want  it  to  appear  that  we  are  ignoring 
or  failing  to  recognize  such  substantial  gifts.  New  Paris, 
Indiana,  for  example,  gave  $1,351.00  to  the  Bible  Medi- 
tation League,  in  addition  to  the  $2,000.00  for  Foreign 
Missions  and  $66G.73  for  Home  Missions  during  the  past 
year;  only  the  $2,000.00  and  $666.73'  were  listed',  because 
they  represent  the  funds  available  for  Brethren  missions. 
Other  churches  and  individuals  come  in  the  same  cate- 
gory in  some  of  their  giving  to  causes  outside  the  Breth- 
ren Church.  Our  office  merely  receives  these  funds  and 
passes  them  on  to  their  designated  destination. 

If  any  misunderstandings  have  arisen  through  this  ac- 
tion, we  are  truly  sorry  and  assure  all  of  the  givers  that 
no  disrespect  to  the  gift  was  intended.  We  believe,  how- 
ever, that  Christians  understand  that  the  Lord  is  the  one ' 
who  witnesses  our  giving  in  its  true  intent;  it  is  He 
whom  we  are  trying  to  please.  If  our  giving  fails  to 
elicit   human    approbation,   that  is,  perhaps,   irrelevant. 


MASONTOWN,  PENNSYLVANIA, 
Coming  Up — 

Since  Conference  time,  Masontown,  Pennsylvania,  has 
elevated  itself  considerably  on  the  list  of  missionary 
givers  by  contributing  an  additional  $581.55  to  the  for- 
eign work.  This  puts  them  in  the  upper  brackets  on  for- 
eign mission  offerings. 

We  hope  that  other  churches  will  follow  their  exam- 
ple of  giving  throughout  the  year.  Missionary  giving  need 
not  be  only  at  Thanksgiving  and  Easter;  it  is  acceptable 
at  any  time  during  the  year. 


*     * 


BYLERS'  RETURN  TO  ARGENTINA 

In  answer  to  many  questions  asked  at  Conference  time 
regarding  the  return  of  the  Bylers  to  Argentina,  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Missionary  Board  is  as  follows: 

That  a  call  be  extended  to  the  Bylers,  with  an  expres- 
sion of  appreciation  for  their  former  service,  and  that 
they  bo  asked  to  return  in  February  1954. 
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PROGRAM  OF  THE  CENTRAL  DISTRICT  CONFERENCE 


October   8+h   to    I  Ith.    1953 


:entral  district  conference  orcanization 

!/I()derator   J.  D.  HaincI,  Lanark 

flee  Moderator   Francis  .Berkshire,   Udell 

secretary    Mrs.   Don   Dietz,   Waterloo 

Treasurer    Mrs.  Helen  Jordan,   Waterloo 

statistician    Earl  Wilkin,  Lanark 


CONFERENCE  THEME:  "The  Forward  Vision" 

Conference  Text:  "Where  there  is  no  vision,,  the  people 
perish  .  .  .  " — Proverbs  29:18a 


THURSDAY  EVENING— October  8 

7:30     Song  Service .Mrs.  J.  D.  Hamel 

Devotions   Rev.  Spencer  Gentle 

7:45     Address  of  Welcome Mr.  Harlan  HoUewell 

Response  by  Delegates 

Appointment  of  Committees 
8 :00     Special    Music    Milledgeville 

Sermon ....  Vice  Moderator  Rev.  Francis  Berkshire 

FRIDAY   MORNING— October  9 

8:30     Simultaneous  Sessions 
1     Ministerium 

2.  Woman's  Missionary  Society 

3.  Laymen 

9:30     Business  Session: 

Devotions Mr.  Richard  Allison 

Report  of  Credential  Committee 
Roport  of  Nominating  Committee 
Election  of  Officers 

1.  Ministerial  Examining  Board 

2.  Ashland  College  Trustees 

3.  District  Mission  Board 

4.  District  .Board  of  Evangelists 

5.  Trustees  of  Property 

6.  Sunday  School  Board 

7.  Member  of  Executive  Board','  National  Confer- 
ence 

8.  Camp  Site  Committee 

11 :00     Devotions    Rev.   Francis   Berkshire 

Moderator's  Address    Rev.  J.  D.  Hamel 

FRIDAY  AFTERNOON 

1:30     Devotions   Mr.  Charles  Snoke 

Special  Music    Udell,  Iowa 

2:00     Ashland  College  and  Seminary 

President  Glenn  Clayton 

2:30     Denominational  Interests: 

1.  District  Missions 

2.  College  Trustee's  Report 

3.  Young  People's  Camp 


Milledgeville,    Illinois 

:Xg> 

4.  Di.strict  Sunday  Schools 

5.  Publications  Interests 

3:30     Sermon    Rev.  Wilburt  Thomas 

4:00     Woman's  Missionary  Society  Session 
5:30     Supper 

FRIDAY  EVENING 

7:30     Congregational  Singing   Mrs.  J.  D.  Hamel 

Devotions    Mrs.   Helen  Jordan 

Special   Music    Lanark,    Illinois 

MISSIONARY  EMPHASIS 

Rev.    and    Mrs.    Robert    Byler, 
Missionaries  to  South  America 

SATURDAY   MORNING— October   10 

8:30     Simultaneous  Sessions: 

1.  Ministerium 

2.  Woman's  Missionary  Society 

3.  Laymen 

4.  District  S.  M.  M. 

9:30     Devotions    Udell,   Iowa 

9:35     Sermon   Rev.  W.  St.  Clair  Benshoff, 

Publication  Board  Representative 

10:15     Business  Session: 

1.  Report  of  Credential  Committee 

2.  Repoi-t  of  Secretary 

3.  Time  and  Place  for  next  Conference 

4.  Unfinished  .Business 

5.  Report  of  Committee  on  Resolutions 

6.  Treasurer's  Report 

7.  Secretary's  Final  Report 

11 :15     Sermon   Rev.  H.  H.  Rowsey 

12:00     Luncheon 

SATURDAY  AFTERNOON 

1:30     Devotions    Mrs.   Willard  Rahn 

Special   Music    Milledgeville 

2:00     Brethren   Missionary   Program 

Rev.  Clayton  Berkshire, 
General  Secretary  of  the  Mission  Boai"d 

2:30     Brethren  Y'outh  Movement 

3:00     District  Laymen   Mr.  L.  L.  RuLon 

4:00     District  W.  M.  S.  Report   ..Mrs.  Helen  Jordan, 

President  of  the  W.   ^L   S. 

SATURDAY  EVENING 

7:30     Congregational  Singing  Mrs.  J.  D.  Hamel 

Devotions    Milledgeville,   Illini^is 

Special   Music    Waterloo,   Iowa 

8:00     Message    Dean  Delbert   B.   Flora, 

Ashland  Seminary  Representative 

(Sunday  Program  on  Next  Page) 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVAWGELI; 


SUNDAY  MORNING 

10:00     Sunday   School    Milledgeville  Church 

Adult  Class  Teacher,  Rev.  Spencer  Gentle 

11:00     Woi-ship  Sen'ice ....  Message  by  Rev.  G.  T.  Ronk 


12:00     Pot-Luck  Dinner  ..Milledgeville  Church  Baseme 

SUNDAY  AFTERNOON 

1:30     Special  program  by  Brethren  Youth,  sponsored 
National  Board. 
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WITH  THE  LAYMEN 


SOITHEKN    INDIANA   DISTRICT   LAYMEN 

The  Southern  Indiana  District  Laymen  were  guests  of 
the  Muncie  Brethren  Laymen  on  Monday  evening,  August 
10th. 

A  most  delicious  baked  ham  meal  was  served  by  the 
ladies  of  the  host  church,  to  which  we  all  did  ample  juh> 
tice. 

A  prelude  of  organ  music  was  furnished  by  Max  North- 
cutt  while  we  were  assembling  for  our  evening  ^a-ogram. 
Benjamin  Waltz  pi-esided  over  the  meeting  and  gave  us 
a  very  hearty  welcome.  A  congregational  hymn,  "Onwai'd, 
Christian  Soldiers,"  led  by  Curtis  Cruea,  accompanied  by 
Miss  Dona  James,  pianist,  and  Max  Northcutt,  organist, 
was  sung.  .Bud  Hunter  led  in  our  opening  prayer.  Three 
very  beautiful  vocal  numbers,  "Heartaches,"  "No  One 
Ever  Cared  For  Me  Like  Jesus,"  and  "Behold,  the  Mas- 
ter Passeth  By,"  were  sung  by  Wendell  Keesling,  ac- 
companied by  Miss  Dona  Jones,  pianist.  An  organ  ai'd 
piano  duet  was  very  beautifully  rendered  by  Mrs.  Clif- 
ford Garrett  and  Mrs.  James  Abrell.  A  men's  quartette 
t:'ang  the  very  beautiful  number,  "Oh!  Calvary!"  The  of- 
fertory prayer  was  given  by  Brother  E.  D.  Burnworth. 
The  hymn,  "Faith  of  our  Fathers,"  was  sung  by  the 
group,  after  which  Mr.  Waltz  introduced  Circuit  Judge 
Paul  E.  Leffler,  as  our  evening  speaker. 

Mr.  Leffler  e;ititled  his  message,  "The  Voice  of  Expe- 
rience," and  read  Romans  12  as  a  basis  for  his  remarks. 
He  said,  "The  apostle  Paul,  a  well  educated  man,  used 
all  that  he  had  against  Christianity  until  his  experience 
on  the  Damascus  road;  after  which  he  turned  face  about 
and  used   all   he  had   for  Christ  and  Christianity." 

Judge  Leffler  continued  by  saying,  "For  every  mace- 
rial  rule  of  life  there  is  a  spiritual  rule.  If  we  listen  to 
the  spiritual  rule,  we  will  build  our  life  on  Christ.  If  we 
do  not  build  on  Christ  we  are  just  wasting  our  time. 
Our  family  and  national  life  must  also  bear  the  same  le- 
lationship  to  Christ,  for  the  strength  or  weakness  of  c  ur 
nation  refUjcts  back  to  our  individual  and  family  life. 
As  goe.";  the  home,  so  goes  the  nation.  It  is  too  bad  that 
Christianity  seems  to  be  in  the  minority,  but  wo  must  re- 
member that  with  God  we  are  in  the  majority.  Our  nation 
must  build  upon  Christ  and  not  depend  upon  man,  or  we 
will  go  as  other  nations  have  gone.  The  S(!ripturo  says, 
'Blessed  is  the  nation  whose  God  is  the  L.od.'  Dictator- 
ship always  drives  out  Christianity." 

Mr.  Leffler  closed  his  remarks  by  saying,  "It  is  up  to 
us  as  laymen  to  spiead  Chiistiaity;  if  we  are  to  keep 
our   present   form    of  government   we   must  listen   to   the 


voice  of  experience   as  given  in  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
whom  Paul  was  a  blessed  example." 

The  business  meeting  was  in  charge  of  our  distri 
chairman,  Herman  Hood.  Reports  were  read  and  a 
proved;  Roll  Call  resulting  in  a  count  of  62  present.  T. 
place  of  our  November  meeting  will  be  announced  late 
A  vote  of  thanks  was  given  the  host  church  for  the 
hospitality  and  fine  program,  and  to  the  ladies  for  the: 
splendid  meal. 

To  prepare  a  slate  of  nominees  for  election  of  officei 
at  the  November  meeting,  the  following  committee  wa 
appointed:  Earl  Oyler,  Burlington  Church,  Chairmar 
Lyman  Ressler,  College  Corner  Church;  C.  D.  Clingamai 
Peru  Church. 

The  group  sang,  "God  ,Be  With  You  Till  We  Mee 
Again."  Rev.  E.  J.  Black,  Host  Pastor,  pronounced '  th 
benediction. 

Guy  V.  Purdy,  Secretary. 


DO  YOU  KNOW  ME? 

I  am  the  greatest  criminal  in  history. 

I  have  killed  more  men  than  have  fall- 
en in  all  the  wars  of  the  world.  I 

I  have  turned  men  into  brutes.  * 

I  have  made  millions  of  homes  unhap- 
py. 

I   have  transformed   many  ambitious 

youths  into  hopeless  parasites. 

I    make   smooth   the   downward    path 
for  countless  millions. 

I  destroy  the  weak  and   weaken  the 
strong. 

I  make  the  wise  man  a  fool  and  tram- 
ple the  fool  into  his  folly. 

I  ensnare  the  innocent. 

The  abandoned  wife  knows  me;    the 
hungry  children  know  me. 

The  parents  whose  child   has   bowed 
their  grayed  heads  in  sorrow  know  me. 

I  have  ruined  millions  and  shall  try  to 
fo  ruin  more. 

I  AM  ALCOHOL. 

— H.  W.  Gibson  in  Young  Pilgrim. 
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AKRON  CHURCH 

TO 

CELEBRATE 

HOMECOMING 

SEPTEMBER  27TH 


The  Firestone  Park  Brethren  Church,  Akron,  Ohio,  will 
celebrate  its  Seventh  annual  Homecoming,  on  Sunday, 
jSeptember  27,  1953. 

j  The  Church  was  organized  by  a  faithful  band  of 
Brethren  people  under  the  direction  of  the  Ohio  District 
Mission  Board.  There  were  18  Charter  Members.  First 
^meetings  were  held  in  a  school  house  until  their  present 
Chapel  was  completed.  It  is  significant  that  the  church, 
which  in  these  seven  years  has  increased  its  member- 
ship to  164,  has,  of  this  year  become  self-supporting.  In 
.June  of  this  year,  the  Ohio  District  Mission  Board  was 
relieved  of  the  need  of  helping  the  Akron  church,  and 
as  of  October  1st,  this  year,  the  General  Mission  Board 
will  likewise  be  relieved  of  any  further  support.  The 
Church  building  is  paid  foi",  and  the  parsonage  is  being 
handled  on  a  land  contract. 

Services  on  Homecoming  Day  will  include  Sunday 
School  at  10:00  A.  M.,  and  Morning  Worship  at  11:00 
A.  M.  Rev.  W.  Clayton  Berkshire,  General  Secretary  of 
the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church,  will  be  the 
guest  speaker. 

Following  a  Basket  Dinner,  at  noon,  the  Afternoon  Ser- 


vice will  convene  at  2:00  P.  M,  The  new  Church  officers 
will  be  in.stalled  at  the  sei'vice,  and  recognition  will  be 
given  to  the  Charter  Members,  and  to  the  members  re- 
ceived into  the  church  during  the  years.  Along  with 
special  music,  there  will  be  many  other  features  at  this 
service. 

The  Evening  Evangelistic  Semce,  to  begin  at  7:00 
o'clock,  will  follow  a  fellowship  period  and  luncheon  to 
begin  at  5:30.  At  the  evening  service.  Rev.  W.  St.  Clair 
Benshoff,  Editor  of  Publications  of  the  Brethren  Publish- 
ing Company,  will  bring  the  message. 

A  Souvenir  Booklet,  containing  pictures  and  news  and 
recoi'ds  of  the  church,  is  being  printed,  and  will  be  avail- 
able on  that  day. 

A  cordial  invitation  is  extended  to  everyone  to  attend 
these  sei-vices. 

The  Pastor  of  this  faithful  group  of  Brethren  is  Rev. 
J.  G.  Dodds,  who  did  much  of  the  pioneering  work  in  the 
starting  of  the  church,  and  who  has  been  their  Pastor 
since  their  organization.  (W.  S.  .B.) 


THE  PARSONAGE 


J.  G.  DODDS 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIS' 


Topic    for    SeptembtT   20,    19r>;} 
LOYALTY  TO  BRETHREN  YOUTH  CTU  SADERS 
Scripture  Reading:  1  Tim.  4:12-18;  II  Tim.  2:1-7 

THE  VERY  FIRST  VERSE  of  our  Scripture  reading 
this  evening  provides  a  clear  outline  of  what  our 
young  people  should  be.  Paul  says  that  the  youth  of  the 
church  ai"e  to  be  examples  to  the  believers.  We  usually 
tuni  it  the  other  way  around.  We  are  to  be  examples  by 
woi-d.  That  means  by  our  speech.  We  are  to  be  examples 
by  our  conversation — which  means  by  the  way  we  live. 
Then  we  are  to  be  examples  by  our  love,  in  the  spirit 
(or  mind  of  Christ),  in  faith  and  purity  which  is  char- 
acter. 

Certainly  Paul  found  a  very  important  place  for  the 
young  people  in  the  churches  of  his  day.  When  Hitler 
converted  the  youth  of  Germany  to  his  way  of  thinking, 
he  was  on  his  way  to  power  over  the  nation  and  came 
veiy  close  to  attaining  world  power.  Christ  realized  the 
need  for  young  people  in  his  work  and  always  encour- 
aged them  to  follow  Him. 

1.  WHAT  LS  BRETHREN  YOUTH?  Brethren  Youth 
is  not  merely  the  Sunday  evening  meeting  of  the  young 
people.  It  is  that  and  more.  Brethren  Youth  does  not 
propose  to  take  the  place  of  Sisterhood,  Brotherhood, 
Sunday  School,  or  Sunday  evening  sei"vices.  .Brethren 
Youth  encourages  and  helps,  where  possible,  the  work 
of  each  one  of  these  organizations.  It  also  seeks  to  co- 
oixlinate  the  work  of  these  various  organizations  so  that 
each  one  will  be  able  to  do  a  more  effective  piece  of 
work.  If  you  are  one  of  the  many  young  people  in  the 
Brethren  Church,  then  you  are  a  member  of  Brethren 
Youth. 

2.  YOr  CAN  BE  LOYAL  TO  BRETHREN  YOUTH 
BY  .SI  PP(JRTING  THE  WORK  OF  THE  SISTERHOOD 
OF  .MARY  A.ND  MARTHA.  The  Sisterhood  is  designed 
to  deepen  and  broaden  the  spiritual  life  of  every  Breth- 
ren girl.  This  is  done  through  Bible  Study,  Prayer,  and 
di.scussion  of  pertinent  topics.  The  Sisterhood  also  aims 
to  give  our  girls  an  opportunity  to  serve  Christ  by  giv- 
ing to  them  missionary  projects.  Remember  giils  that 
you  are  being  loyal  to  Brethren  Youth  and  moio  impor- 
tant you  are  loyal  to  Christ  when  you  support  the  work 
of  your  sisterhood. 

7,.  BE  LOYAL  TO  BRETHREN  YOUTH  BY  SUP- 
POiniNG  THE  WORK  OF  YOl'R  BROTHERHOOD 
BOYS.  The  Boys'  Brotherhood  seeks  to  do  for  the  boys  of 
our  church  what  the  Sisterhood  does  for  the  girls  and  in 
much  the  same  manner.  If  you  do  not  have  a  Boys' 
Brotherhood  in  your  church,  you  should  plan  U)  effect 
such  an  organization  as  soon  as  possible.  Set  up  an  in- 
teresting program  and  select  a  challenging  project  and 
you  will  find  your  boys  are  willing  to  support  it. 


4.  SUPPORT  YOUR  SUNDAY  SCHOOL.  Sunda; 
School  is  the  place  where  most  of  our  young  peopl 
leani  what  they  know  about  the  Bible.  It  is  importaii 
thei'efore,  that  we  give  to  the  Sunday  School  the  verj 
best  of  our  time  and  of  our  talents.  Are  you  willing  t( 
take  assignments  for  your  class  discussions?  Are  yoi 
willing  to  lead  in  prayer  when  the  teacher  calls  on  you' 
Are  you  prepared  to  teach  a  class?  If  you  aren't,  whj 
not  make  the  necessary  preparation?  Are  you  willing  tc 
go  out  into  the  community  and  persuade  others  to  atten( 
Sunday  School  and  learn  about  Christ's  way  of  life?  II 
we  believe  that  Christ  is  the  real  way  of  life,  why  not 
give  Him  everything  that  we  have  ?  Be  loyal  to  your  Sun- 
day School  by  working  for  it. 

5.  SUPPORT  THE  SUNDAY  EVENING  MEETING. 
We  observed  a  little  while  ago  that  the  Sunday  School  is 
the  place  where  most  of  us  learn  about  Christ  and  the 
.Bible.  I  believe  that  it  is  in  the  evening  meetings  of 
young  people  that  we  get  the  practical  training  we  neec 
for  Christian  leadership.  More  leaders  of  the  Church 
gave  their  first  topics,  led'  in  prayer,  i-ead  aloud  the  Scrip- 
tures, or  led  a  discussion  group  for  the  first  time  in  the 
evening  youth  meeting  than  in  any  other  service  of  the 
church.  This  is  the  great  training  ground  for  the  church. 
None  of  us  are  so  good  that  we  can  afford  to  miss  it. 
Be  loyal  to  the  evening  youth  program  in  your  church. 

6.  SUPPORT  THE  BRETHREN  YOUTH  PROJECT. 
This  year  the  young  people  of  our  denomination  are  go- 
ing to  buy  a  new  station  wagon  for  Brethren  youth  so 
that  more  of  our  young  people  will  be  able  to  work  in 
more  churches  in  the  years  to  come.  They  are  also  going 
to  pay  for  part  of  Susan  Byler's  education  in  South 
America.  It  was  wonderful  to  see  how  well  you  came 
through  with  over  $5,000  for  the  new  gymnasium  and 
classroom  building  at  Lost  Creek.  We  are  certain  that  you 
will  come  through  again  this  year.  Be  loyal  to  the  Breth- 
ren Youth  Project. 

SUGGESTION:  Have  a  member  from  each  of  the  youth 
organizations  in  your  church  explain  what  theiri  organiza- 
tion is  trying  to  do  and  how  they  are  doing  it.  If  your 
church  does  not  have  all  of  these  organizations,  you 
might  discuss  the  advisability  of  starting  such  organiza- 
tions. 

Make  plans  now  for  larger  attendances,  better  pro- 
grams, and  larger  fields  of  services.  Make  plans  now  for 
getting  your  offering  in  for  the  Brethren  Youth  project. 

QUESTIONS  FOR  DISCUSSION 

1.  How  can  the  young  people  of  our  church  be  more 
effective  in  their  work  for  Jesus  Christ  ?  \ 

2.  What  has  Brethren  Youth  meant  to  the  young  people 
of  your  church  ?  How  can  it  mean  more  ? 


URGENTLY  NEEDED 

Someone  to  take  charge  of  the  Wheeler  Home  as  ma- 
tron there.  Only  requirement  is  disciplinary  ability.  Nice 
apartment  for  living  quarters. 

Please  write  the  under.signed: 

G.    E.    Drushal,    Lost   Creek,    Kentucky. 


5EPTEMBER  12,  1953 


PAfiK  THIRTKEN 
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NOTICE— NEVER    COMPARE    THIS    BOOK    WITH 
OTHER  BOOKS 

COMPARISONS  ARE  DANGEROUS.  They  speak  from 
the  earth;  this  speaks  from  Heaven.  Never  think  or 
say  that  this  Book  contains  the  Word  of  God.  It  IS  the 
Word  of  God.  It  is  Supernatural  in  origin;  Eternal  in 
duration;  Inexpressible  in  value;  Infinite  in  scope;  Divine 
in  authorship;  Regenerative  in  power;  Infallible  in 
authority;  Universal  in  interests;  Personal  in  applica- 
tion; Inspii'ed  in  totality.  Read  it  through.  Write  it  down. 
Pray  it  in.  Pass  it  on.  Feast  on  it.  Live  it  out  ...  IT  IS 
THE  WORD  OF  GOD! 

— For  the  fly  leaf  of  your  Bible. 

Jesus  said  in  Matthew  1 :22  that  it  was  not  the  proph- 
et who  spake,  but  the  Lord  Who  spake  through  the 
prophet.  Consider  how  Christ  regarded  the  Old  Testa- 
ment (Matt.  5:17;  John  10:35).  Recall  how  Christ  used 
the  Old  Testament  as  a  basis  for  teaching  important 
doctrines  (Matt.  22:31,  32,  42-45).  Now  note  how  the 
apostles  did  the  same  thing  (Gal.  3:16;  Heb.  2:8,  11;  12: 
26,  27).  Peter  declared  that  the  will  of  man  had  nothing 
to  do  with  any  part  of  the  Old  Testament  (2  Peter  1:21). 
Paul  says  the  same  thing  more  plainly  in  2  Tim.  3:16, 
which  also  applies  to  New  Testament  Scripture.     • 

Peter  tells  us  in  2  Peter  3:2-16  that  he  is  in  posses- 
sion of  all  of  Paul's  epistles  and  that  they  are  of  equal 
inspiration  and  authority  with  the  words  spoken  before 
by  the  Holy  Prophets.  Heb.  1:1,  2  and  Heb.  2:1-4  plainly 
brings  out  the  authenticity  of  the  New  Testament.  The 
New  Testament  sometimes  explains  (Matt.  1:22,  23), 
sometimes  proves  (Acts  13:19-39),  and  sometimes  even 
repeals  ordinances  of  the  Old  Testament  (Gal.  5:6).  The 
writers  of  the  New  Testament  had  a  higher  mission  since 
they  were  sent  forth  by  Christ  as  He  had  been  sent  forth 
by  the  Father  (John  20:21),  and  they  \yere  not  to  minis- 
ter to  Israel  only  but  to  all  nations  (Matt.  28:19).  To 
them  were  given  the  keys  to  the  kingdom  of  Heaven 
(Matt.  16:19),  and  the  highest  rewards  in  the  regenera- 
tion (Matt.  19:28).  The  New  Testament  writers  were  es- 
pecially qualified  (Matt.  10:19,  20;  Mark  13:11;  Luke 
12:2;  John  14:26;  16:13,  14).  The  New  Testament  writers 
directly  claimed  divine  inspiration  (Acts  15:28;  1  Cor. 
2:13;  1  Thess.  2:13;  Rev.  2:7). 

There  are  cases  where  inspired  words  were  uttered 
by  people  who  were  not  in  the  ^^^ll  of  God.  Of  such  is 
the  self-seeking  prophet  .Balaam  who  desired  to  speak 
differently  from  what  he  did  (Num.  22:38;  23:12,  16). 
Another  is  King  Saul  (1  Sam.  10:10;  19:20-24).  Caiaphas 
did  not  really  know  the  significance  of  what  he  said  in 
John  11:49-52.  Inspired  writers  also  studied  the  meaning 
of  what  they  had  written   (1  Peter  1:10,  11).  So  we  see 


that  the  words  of  God  arf;  not  the  product  of  rnan'a  rrund 
(Exodus  4:10-12;  Deut.  4:2;  ExoduH  31:16). 

Jesus  Himself  was  inspired  as  to  His  word«  (John 
6:63;  8:26,  28,  40;  12:49,  50).  ITie  relation  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  the  God-man  is  shown  in  Luke  4:18;  A/;tH  1:2; 
Jiev.  1:1;  2:1,  11).  If  the  incarnate  Word  needed  the 
unction  of  the  Holy  Spirit  how  much  more  must  such 
have  been  needed  by  the  New  Testament  writers.  Jesus 
always  used  the  Old  Testament  Scriptures  as  though 
they  were  inspired  by  their  words,  "It  is  written  ..." 
He  said  that  He  came  not  to  destroy  the  law  or  the 
prophets,  but  to  fulfill  (Matt.  5:17-18). 

"Holy  Bible,  precious  Book! 

Into  thee  I  love  to  look. 

Thou  art  comfort  in  distress. 

And  so  many  thou  canst  bless. 

Would  men  only  read  thee  more, 

Blessings  they  should  find  in  store 

For  the  weary,  troubled  soul, 

That   would   help   them    reach   the   goal. 

Holy  Bible,  precious  Book! 
.     .       Into  thee  I  love  to  look. 

For  in  thee  I  put  my  trust 

That  our  God  is  always  just — 

To  the  rich  and  to  the  poor. 

To  the  good  or  evil  doer. 

If  we  only  will  believe. 

We  His  blessings  shall  receive.  — J.  T.  L. 


,Mh//yy^ 


Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vana+or 

Lesson  for  September  2fl,  1953 
COUNSEL  FOR  CHRISTIANS 
Lesson:  Titus  2:7-8;  3:1-11 

Setting  the  Scene:  Apparently  Paul  is  still  in  Mace- 
donia when  he  writes  this  letter  to  Titus,  who  was  a 
Greek  disciple  who  accompanied  Paul  on  several  of  his 
missionary  journeys.  Since  Paul  had  left  Titus  in  Crete 
as  an  evangelist,  he  now  wishes  him  to  come  to  him  that 
he  may  give  him  further  instiiiction  regarding  the  work 
there.  Crete  was  a  difficult  place  in  which  to  do  mission- 
ary work,  hence  the  need  of  added  instniction.  Someone 
has  said,  "Titus  seems  to  have  been  a  sort  of  second  edi- 
tion of  Timothy,  and  Paul  expected  these  two  young  men 
to  be  the  ones  upon  which  much  of  the  responsibility  of 
the  spread  of  the  Gospel  would  fall  after  he  had  passed 
on." 

Searching  the  Scriptures:  Tliere  is  a  great  deal  of  fine 
advice  for  us  as  Christians  today  to  be  found  in  the  les- 
son text  for  the  day.  Paul  tells  Titus  that  it  is  essen- 
tial that  he  walk  about  as  a  pattern  to  those  who  live 
with  him,  a  pattern  of  work  that  would  endure — good 
works.  This  "walk"  would  show  the  sincerity  and  neoes- 
sitv   of   "sound    doctrine" — doctrine   which  has   not    been 
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corrupted  by  fjilse  interpretation.  His  speech  is  to  be  of 
such  a  nature  that  it  cannot  be  condemned — "sound 
speech,"  thus  taking  away  the  opportunity  which  his  op- 
ponents might  have  of  making  light  of  his  life  and  woi-ds. 

To  be  free  in  expressing  the  sense  of  tlie  next  part  of 
the  lesson,  Paul  is  saying,  "Don't  argue  for  the  sake  of 
argument" — in  other  words  don't  let  your  tongue  get  the 
be«t  of  your  common  sense.  We  are  to  be  kind  in  our 
dealings  with  our  fellowmen;  not  harsh  in  our  judgments. 
We  should  consider  ourselves  in  their  places  and  not 
judg«  until  we  have  the  full  record. 

In  this  letter  to  Titus  Paul  lays  a  grave  responsibility 
at  the  door  of  the  aged;  but  he  does  not  neglect  the 
youthful.  The  aged  men  are  to  be  "sober,  grave,  temper- 
ate, sound  in  faith,  in  charity  and  in  patience."  They  ai*e 
to  set  a  good  example  for  younger  men  to  follow.  The 
aged  women  are  to  be  "discreet,  chaste,  keepers  at  home, 
good,  true  to  their  own  husbands." 

The  young  men  are  told  to  be  "sober  minded"  in  all 
things.  They  are  to  manifest  "uncorruptness,  gravity  and 
sincerity." 

The  young  women  are  to  take  the  example  of  the  aged 
women  and  follow  such  an  ideal  on  to  bear  fruit  in  later 
life. 

Working,  as  Titus  is,  in  the  midst  of  a  pagan  people 
whose  reputation  among  the  people  in  the  then-known 
world  could  be  summed  up  in  the  words  of  one  of  their 
own  prophets,  "The  Cretans  are  always  liars,  evil  beasts 
and  idle  gluttons,"  it  is  easy  to  see  that  he  needed  much 
strong  and  sage  advice.  His  greatest  task  is  to  stop  the 
mouths  of  those  who  were  constantly  seeking  to  lead  the 
disciples  away  from  the  truth. 

Sensing  the  Service:  This  lesson  sends  forth  a  ringing 
call  to  all  Christians  to  "live  the  life"  which  is  worthy 
of  the  name  of  Christ.  We  are  constantly  to  keep  in  mind 
that  the  center  of  our  salvation  is  Jesus  Christ.  We  rep- 
resent Him  here  on  this  earth  and  the  manner  in  which 
such  representation  is  seen  and  believed  by  those  about 
us  either  makes  or  breaks  our  testimony.  We  should  never 
seek  to  counsel  anyone  to  do  anything  which  we  ourselves 
are  not  willing  to  do.  Our  lives  must  be  lived  on  a  "high 
level"  and  based  on  a  willingness  to  serve  regardless  of 
the  cost  to  ourselves.  The  life  of  the  believer  determines 
the  character  of  his  witness.  The  one  who  teaches  must 
also  live  in  accord  with  his  message. 

M-l-l  1  I  t'l  I  !  ■!  1  1  l..l"I"l-l"l"lMM"M"l"r.I-M--l"H.-M-l-l-l»l--l"f 
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By  the  Editor 


That 


tained  therein.  Therefore,  Brethren,  we  are  urging  ths 
you  keep  working  to  increase  the  value  of  The  Evangelis 
by  getting  it  into  every  home  of  the  church.  Work  fo 
new  subscriptions;  keep  the  old;  and  strive  for  that  da 
when  your  church  (if  it  is  not  now),  will  be  .100%. 


Attendants    at    the    recent    General    Conference    of   thi^ 
Brethren  Church  at  Ashland,  Ohio,  can  truly  be  gratetfu' 
for  the  week  of  nice  weather.  It  was  not  too  cool,  noi 
too  warm,  and,  as  long  as  this  scribe  can  remember,  i 
was   the  first    Conference    week    which    was    complete!; 
without  rain.  Since  Conference  week,  though,  the  weatheii 
has   been   extremely  warm   in   Ashland,  reminding  us  oli 
some  Conferences  when  even  the  dignity  of  the  ministrj' 
was  strained  to  the  removal  of  coats  and  ties. 

Which  brings  us  to  the  thought  which  prompted  th« 
above  paragraph.  A  number  of  you  have  already  enquired 
as  to  the  dates  of  the  1954  Conference,  to  aid  you  ir 
setting  your  vacation  dates  so  that  you  can  attend  (Wej 
like  your  spirit).  Here  they  are: 

SIXTY-SIXTH  GENERAL  CONFERENCE 

OF  THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH 

ASHLAND,  OHIO 

AUGUST  16-22,  1954 


And  by  the  way — Any  of  you  ministers  who  are  plan- 
ning to  move  (or  who  have  moved  since  the  last  annual 
was  published)  will  want  to  have  your  new  address  cor- 
rectly printed  in  the  new  annual.  Perhaps  the  Conference 
Secretary,  Brother  C.  Y.  Gilmer,  knows  about  your 
change,  or  your  contemplated  change,  through  the  annual 
statistical  blanks,  and  perhaps  he  does  not — simply  be- 
cause he  failed  to  receive  the  information. 

Don't  take  chances,  fellow  ministers — ^Two  cents  and 
two    minutes   of   your   time   will   insure   a  coirect   listing 
of  your  name  and  address  in  the  new  annual.  Drop  your 
card  to  Rev.  Clarence  Y.  Gilmer,  506  E.  State  St.,  Hunt- 1 
ington,  Indiana,  listing  your  change  of  address,  or  your 
contemplated  change  and  date  of  change.  | 

Please   Note:   We   cannot  guarantee  publication   in  the' 
annual  of  any  notices  of  change  of  address  received  after 
October  1st. 


ICath  to  Sffit 


The  Editor  has  on  hand  a  wealth  of  articles  by  Breth- 
ren ministf.rs  which  will  appear  on  the  pages  of  The 
Evangelist  in  the  months  to  come.  Some  of  you  ministers 
who  have  so  willingly  obliged  in  writing  articles  may 
have  wondered  why  your  article  has  not  yet  appeared;  it 
is  due  simply  to  the  fact  that  we  print  only  16  pages 
each  week,  and  we  must  allow  room  for  regular  and  spe- 
cial features  from  time  to  time. 

These  articles  will  appear  from  week  to  week,  and  all 
Brethren  will  enjoy  the  high  tone  of  spiritual  value  cori- 


RINKER.  Margaret  Jane  Rinker,  member  of  the  Oak- 
ville  Brethren  church  for  67  years,  went  home  to  be  with 
her  Lord  on  July  30,  1953,  aged  85  years,  1  month,  26 
days,  following  an  extended  illness,  being  bedfast  for  5 
weeks.  Four  sons  preceded  her  in  death.  Surviving  ai-e 
two  daughters,  Bernice  Garrett  and  Helen  Covington,  10 
grandchildren  and  13  great  grandchildren.  M 

Funeral  services  conducted  by  Brother  E.  D.  Burn- 
worth  and  the  undersigned. 

Bright  Hanna. 
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Topic — 

Jesus  Heals  an 

i  Saves  a  Blind 

Man 

Scripture  Reading — John  9:1-41 

1.  Blindness  common  in  Orient.  Blindness  is  not  an  un- 
mmon  ailment  in  the  Orient.  Unsanitary  ways  of  liv- 
g  combine  with  other  conditions  to  bring  it  upon  many 
ho  may  in  other  respects  enjoy  perfect  health.  Among 
le  other  evidences  of  His  divine  mission  to  save,  Jesus 
;rformed  the  miracle  of  opening  the  eyes  of  the  blind. 
he  first  three  gospels  contain  accounts  of  the  mii-acle. 
he  Fourth  Gospel  also  has  such  an  account,  given  in  its 
laracteristic  style  with  circumstantiality  and  an  effort 
I  use  the  event  for  edifying  meditation. 

2.  Relation  of  disease  to  sin.  At  the  outset,  as  Jesus 
id  His  company  caught  sight  of  the  blind  man,  the  disci- 
es  were  moved  to  ask  the  question  of  the  relation  of 
sease  to  sin.  It  v/as  an  old  problem  and  a  baffling  one. 
s  far  back  as  the  days  of  Job  it  had  been  made  the 
ibject  of  inquiry.  It  was  noted  that  transgression  of 
od's  law  often  brovight  suffering  in  the  form  of  dis- 
ise.  But  it  was  also  observed  that  many  diseases  could 
)t  be  traced  to  any  sin  in  the  sufferer  himself.  If  the 
fst  observation  warranted  the  belief  that  all  disease  is 
le  i-esult  of  sin,  the  second  must  find  its  explantation  in 
le  inheritability  of  sin  and  its  punishment.  This  under- 
,id  the  question  of  the  disciples.  Some  one  had  sinned, 
)  they  said.  Who  was  it — the  man  himself  or  his  par- 
its? 

3.  Jesus'  answer  to  the  question.  Jesus'  answer  to  the 
aestion  diverts  attention  to  something  far  more  fruitful 
-moral  and  spiritual  interests.  Much  may  be  gained  by  in- 
jstigating  the  cause  of  things;  but  there  is  much  moi'e 
ilue  in   seeking  to  utilize  them.   One  may  ask.  How  has 

given  condition  come  about  ?  The  answer  will  be  f ur- 
ished  by  science,  which  is  worthy  of  due  respect.  But 
le  may  ask  how  may  the  condition  be  used  for  the  pro- 
lotion  of  the  glory  of  God  (the  chief  ei]d  of  things)  by 
^ing  turned  to  the  advantage  of  his  children  upon  earth, 
his  is  even  more  worth-while. 

4.  The  healing  an  interest  in  humian  affairs.  By  lieal- 
ig  the  blind  man  Jesus  showed  how  this  interest  in  hu- 
lan  affaii-3  might  be  served.  The  whole  sequel  of  the 
liracle  illustrates  the  relative  importance  of  the  atti- 
les  of  the  disciples  and  of  Jesus  Himself  to  the  blind 
lan's  misfortune.  The  healing  of  physical  blindness  was 
1  itself  a  .supreme  instance  of  service  to  one  of  God's 
•eatures.  It  displayed  the  glory  of  God  both  in  the  power 
nd  in  the  goodness  of  the  Healer.  But  it  was  small  com- 
ared  with  the  healing  of  the  man's  ignorance  and  sin. 
1  the  end,  the  physical  miracle  was  lost  in  the  moral 
nd  spiritual  one  of  the  salvation  of  the  man's  soul.  For 
e  learned  that  spiritual  blindness  was  a  greater  evil  in 
he  sight  of  God  than  physical  blindness,  and  that  Jesus' 
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])<)wcr  in  savf;  from  Kin  wa.s  more  marvolouH  than  HiH 
power  to  open  the  eye  of  the  body. 

5.  The  conviction  of  the  blind  man.  In  all  the  intricacies 

of  the  controversy  which  followed,  the  once  blind  man 
clung  fast  to  the  conviction  that  Jesus  was  a  Savior  come 
from  God.  He  was  even  ready  to  suffer  excommunication 
for  the  confession  of  thi.s  faith.  As  the  controversy  ended 
between  Jesus'  enemies  and  His  followers,  it  turned  out 
to  be  a  more  intense  expression  of  the  antithesis  between 
the  theological  and  the  experiential  viewpr^int  of  life's  on- 
flow foreshadowed  in  the  disciples'  first  question.  Tho.se 
tv.'o  view-points  are  not  in  necessary  opposition  to  each 
other.  Theology  should  be  the  rational  expression  of  re- 
ligion. But  often  it  is  developed  into  an  antagonsim  to 
what  it  should  serve.  The  blind  man  learned  in  his  expe- 
i-jence  that  facts  must  precede  and  determine  theory.  He 
knew  he  had  been  healed,  to  that  he  could  testify.  Tho.se 
who  dealt  with  theories  must  build  accordingly.  The  net 
gain  was  the  superior  value  of  a  conviction  over  abstract 
reasoning. 


For  use  in  your  Bible  Study 
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A   CHOICE   selection   of  eight  different  .Bible  story    picture    books    for    children. 
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What  does  it  matter  if  I  live 

For  fifty  years  or  one, 
As   long  as   I   have  time  enough 

To  get  my  duty  done? 
The   more  important  thing  in   life 

Is  trying  to   decide, 
What  talent  I   possess,  and   how 

It  ought  to   be  applied. 
How  can   I   use  that  gift  to   God, 

As   everybody   should. 
To   bring   about   more   happiness 

And   do  the  greatest  good. 
To  help   my  neighbor,   and  to   serve  ■.-: 

My  country  in   its   need. 
With    kindness   and   sincerity 

In   every  word   and   deed. 
It  matters  not  to  me  how  long 

I  dwell   upon   this   sod. 
I'll   do  the  very  best  I  can, 

And   leave  the   rest  to   God. 

— James   J.   Metcalfe. 
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Items  of  general  Interest 


LOST  CREEK,  KENTUCKY.  Brother  C.  E.  Drushal  re- 
poi-ts  that  the  Chapel  Service  for  the  opening  of  the 
.school  term  on  Augaist  30th,  was  in  charge  of  Rev. 
Garvin. 

Their  monthly  Day  of  Prayer  was  held  on  Saturday, 
Septemiser  5th. 

MEYERSDALE,  PENNA.  MAIN  STREET  BRETH- 
REN. Brother  Horace  Huse,  in  a  pastoral  letter  to  his 
congregation,  writes,  "At  present  we  are  pietty  well  set- 
tled in  our  new  home  and  ready  to  enter  more  actively 
into  our  pastoral  work.  When  we  arrived  in  our  new 
home,  we  found  that  the  parsonage  had  been  very  thor- 
oughly cleaned,  the  kitchen  and  a  bedroom  nicely  redec- 
orated, the  guest  bedroom  completely  furnished,  a  new 
rug  on  thf;  living-room  floor,  a  desk  in  the  study,  and 
sevf-ral  chairs  newly  revamished.  There  was  also  a  large 
quantity  of  food  awaiting  us  in  the  pantry.  Then  a  few 
days  later  a  new  carpet  runner  was  laid  in  the  hallway; 
so  we  are  very  thankful  for  all  that  the  church  and  in- 
dividual members  have  done  in  making  the  parsonage 
comfortable,  and  greatly  appreciate  all  the  many  things 
that  people  have  given  us." 

A  reception  for  Brother  and  Sister  Huse  was  held  in 
the  church  the  evening  of  September  3rd. 

BERLIN,  PENNA.  Mrs.  Elmer  M.  Keck,  of  Jones  Mills, 
Penna.,   was   guest  speaker  in   the   Berlin  church  for  the 


W.    M.    S.   Public   Service,    Sunday    morning,    Septembi 

18th. 

JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  SECOND  BRETHREN.     Tv 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 


COMING  EVENTS 


Wo  invite  all  Pastors,  church  leaders,  to  avail  their 
selves  of  this  column,  for  announcing  special  events 
their  churches.  Be  sure  the  information  reaches  us  a 
least  three  weeks  ahead  of  date  of  scheduled  event. 

DAYTON,  OHIO.  Open  House  for  the  new  parsonag 
recently  purchased  at  23  W.  Hillcrest  Ave,, — Sunday  af 
ternoon,  September  2.0th,  2:00  to  4:30  P.  M.,  and  7:30  t. 
<):30  P.  M,— Percy  C.  Miller,  Pastor. 

AKRON,  OHIO.  Homecoming  Day — Sunday,  Septembei 
27tK  FIRESTONE  PARK  BRETHREN  features  Rev.  W 
Clayton  Berkshire  at  morning  service,  special  anniver 
sary  program  at  2:00  o'clock,  and  Evangelistic  Service  a 
7:00  P.  M.,  with  message  by  Rev.  W.  St.  Clair  Benshoff 
Rev.  J.  G.  Dodds,  Pastor. 

BRYAN,  OHIO.  Revival  Services— Octc^ber  11th  to  25tl 
Rev.  J.  A.  Van  Gorken,  Evangelist;  Rev.  A.  H.  Grumb- 
ling, Pastor. 

ELKHART,  INDIANA,  Revival  Services— Septembei 
27  to  October  4th — Rev.  J.  D.  Hamel,  Evangelist;  Rev, 
R.  K.  Higgins,  Pastor. 

COUNTY  LINE  (Lapaz),  INDIANA.  Revival  Services 
— November  2nd  to  15th. — Rev.  R.  K.  Higgins,  Evange- 
list; Herbert  R.  Gilmer,  Pastor. 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  Central  District  Con- 
ference—October 8th  to  11th— Rev.  J.  D.  Hamel,  Moder- 
ator of  the  Conference;  Rev.  H,  H.  Rowsey,  Host  Pastor. 
Sessions  start  Thursday  evening,  7:30  P.  M.;  continue  Fri- 
day and  Saturday,  at  8:30  A.  M.,  1:30  and  7:30  P.  M.; 
with  Sunday  services  at  10:00,  11:00  A.  M.,  and  1:30 
P.  M. 

MEXICO,  INDIANA.  Homcoming  and  Rally  Day— Oc- 
tober 4th — All  Day  meeting.  Basket  dinner  at  noon.  Rev. 
Gary  Allbritten,  First  Baptist  Church,  Peru,  Indiana, 
speaker  at  afternoon  service.  Rev.  Wayne  E.  Swihart, 
Pastor. 

TIOSA,  INDIANA.  Homecoming— September  27th^ 
Revival  Meeting— September  28th  to  October  11th — Rev, 
S.  M.  Whetstone,  Evangelist;  Rev.  Wayne  Swihart,  Pas- 
tor. 

ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  Revival  Meeting— October 
26th  to  November  8th — Rev.  Percy  C.  Miller,  Evangelist; 
Rev.  Freeman  Ankrum,  Pastor, 

LINWOOD,  MARYLAND.  Fall  Rally  Southeastern  Dis- 
trict W.  M.  S.— Thursday,  October  15th— Rey.  Dyoll  Be- 
lote, Host  Pastor. 
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jPersonal    Witnessincj 


TF  YOU  HAVE  BEEN  FOLLOWING  our  PJditoiials 
-*■  closely  the  past  several  weeks  you  will  note  that  we 
have  been  dwelling  on  the  general  thought  of  church 
growth.  We  are  doing  this  because  we  want  to  see  this 
year  become  the  greatest  year  in  The  Brethren  Church. 

We  believe  this  can  be  done!  To  do  this  will  take  the 
enlistment,  the  consecration,  the  work  and  the  support  of 
every  Brethren.  It  will  take  that  devotion  of  every  person 
to  God  in  prayer  which  will  bring  down  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  upon  us. 


This  week,  we  are  interested  in  Personal  Witnessing  as 
a  means  of  church  growth. 

This  summer,  while  traveling  to  the  Pennsylvania  Dis- 
trict Conference,  we  encountered  literally  hundreds  of 
cars  traveling  east,  bearing  placards  denoting  the  fact 
that  they  were  on  their  way  to  Yankee  Stadium  in  New 
York  City.  These  placards  identified  them  as  members 
the  sect  called  "Jehovah's  Witnesses."  Their  world  wide 
convention  was  being  held  in  Yankee  Stadium.  Every  car 
was  loaded  with  people  and  camping  equipment  of  every 
conceivable  type.  There  were  new  cars  and  some  were  old. 
One  thing  stands  out — they  carried  these  placards. 
Brightly  colored  were  those  signs.  Even  before  you  got 
close  to  one  of  their  cars,  you  knew  them,  because  of 
their  signs. 

These  Jehovah's  Witnesses,  the  fastest  growing  religious 
sect  in  our  country,  denies  heaven,  hell,  and  Christ's 
deity.  We  are  told  that  82,000  adherents  gathered  in  the 
stadium  for  their  conventeion,  and  that  43,000  others 
gathered  in  the  streets  outside,  hearing  the  proceedings 
by  loud  speakers. 

Their  phenomenal  growth  in  America  indicates  that 
people  yet  have  a  religious,  or  spiritual  urge  that  is  going 
to  be  satisfied  in  some  way — if  not  by  evangelical  Chris- 
tianity, then  by  some  false  doctrine.  Think  of  this,  a 
group  denying  the  Divinity  of  Christ,  belittling  other  sec- 
tions of  God's  Holy  Word,  and  even  refusing  to  pledge 
allegiance  to  our  government  and  flag,  becoming  the 
fastest  growing  religious  body   in  the  land   today. 

HOW  DO  THEY  GET  THAT  WAY? 

To  answer  this,  we  could  easily  wi'ite  a  book.  A  lot  of 
church  members  would  look  with  disfavor  upon  the  meth- 
ods of  this  group — yet,  records  indicate  that  their  system 


bring  results.  We  do  not  favor  their  theology — it  is  cor- 
rupted of  the  Devil,  and  is  designed  to  lead  men  away 
from  God.  Yet,  their  method  of  obtaining  recruits,  by 
personal  witnessing,  is  the  answer  to  evangelical  Chris- 
tianity's slow  growth,  (we  having  apparently  lost  the 
art.)  Their  method  was  ours,  in  the  first  place. 

We  have  long  been  familiar  with  the  ever  present  in- 
dividual on  a  busy  street  corner  on  a  Satui-day  night 
selling  "Watch  Tower,"  or,  if  perchange  we  did  not  go 
to  church  on  Sunday  morning,  we  have  answered  our  door 
to  discover  a  "Kingdom  Witness,"  with  his  or  her  "won't 
take  'no'  for  an  answer"  attitude. 

Perhaps  we  have  seen  them  step  into  our  homes  and 
start  to  "run  down"  the  ministers  and  the  churches  of  the 
town — often  finding  fertile  soil  in  a  heart,  if  that  one 
is  a  bit  disgruntled  at  the  preacher  or  the  church. 

Or,  if  perhaps  we  have  proved  to  be  a  "tough  cu.s- 
tomer,"  and  inclined  to  argue,  our  visitor  perhaps  sug- 
gested that  he  get  his  phonograph  and  play  you  some 
special  records  .  .  . 

That's  enough  to  show  you  how  they  operate.  Nevor 
in  the  world  would  we  suggest  that  we  use  the  abusive 
tactics  they  do.  We  have  brought  them  into  our  Editorial 
to  show  you  that  they  are  growing  because  of  their  per- 
sonal witnessing.  We  say  again,  so  that  we  will  not  be 
misunderstood,  that  we  do  not  approve  of  their  teachings, 
nor  their  abusive  tactics;  we  are  endeavoring  to  show  that 
if  you  want  to  get  results  you  must  make  the  personal 
contact. 

THE  DAILY  WITNESS  COUNTS 

Christ  said  to  His  followers,  "Ye  shall  be  my  wit- 
nesses." That  is,  to  tell  people  that  Christ  died  to  save 
them. 

We,  as  Christians,  dare  never  underestimate  the  power 
of  the  personal  contact.  It  was  our  experience  in  the  pas- 
torate, that  those  who  came  down  the  aisle  to  accept 
Christ  were,  by  far,  the  product  of  personal  xxitnessing 
and  personal  contact.  Perhaps  some  of  our  ministei*s  ex- 
perience that  type  of  conversions  in  which  the  tinsaved 
are  present  in  their  revival  nteetings.  and  who  come  down 
the  aisle  without  previotis  constiltation  or  visitation.  Such 
conditions,  existing  in  The  Brethren  Chuivh.  when  they 
do,  are  rare. 

As  a  pastor,  and  as  an  Evangelist  in  revival  oampiiigns, 

(Contimied   on   Page   7) 
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Was 

Jesus  Christ 

Truly  A  Man? 


Part  Two 


Rev.  John  T.  Byler 


TN  THIS  SIXTH  STUDY  on  the  life  of  Christ— and  the 
second  dealing  with  His  manhood,  we  want  to  establish 
several  definite  marks  of  proof  of  the  manhood  of  Jesus 
Christ.  We  will  come  to  the  point  directly  in  simply  stat- 
ing that  Jesus  was  (1)  a  True  Man  Physically;  (2)  a 
True  Man  Mentally;  (3)  a  True  Man  Emotionally;  and 
(4)  a  True  Man  Spiritually.  Let  us  examine  these  ideas 
for  what  they  are  worth. 

I.     JESUS  WAS  A  TRUE  3IAN  PHYSICALLY 

While  Jesus  was  born  of  only  one  parent,  He  entered 
life  in  the  same  fashion  as  every  human  being  enters  life 
— bom  of  a  mother.  And  it  is  not  necessary  that  He  be 
bom  of  two  parents  to  be  human,  for  no  one  questions 
the  humanity  of  Adam  and  Eve — existing  without  human 
parentage,  and  yet,  definitely  human.  Manhood  is  not  de- 
pendent upon  the  means  of  entrance  into  the  world — but 
rather  upon  man's  attributes  of  humanity.  And  while 
Jesus  had  a  miraculous  birth,  (Matthew:"  Mary  was  found 
with  child  of  the  Holy  Ghost"  and  Luke:  "The  Holy  Ghost 
shall  come  upon  thee,  and  the  power  of  the  Highest  shall 
overshadow  thee"),  He  nevertheless  had  the  material 
body  of  flesh  and  bones  and  blood  as  did  all  other  men. 
He  had  the  characteristics  and  the  appearance  of  the 
Jews  of  His  day.  The  woman  of  Samaria  had  no  diffi- 
culty in  recognizing  His  nationality,  and  His  speech  was 
recognized  wherever  He  went. 

In  Jesu.s'  human  characteristics  we  recognize  the  same 
problems  as  with  any  other  human  beings.  He  was  defi- 
nitely limited,  for  we  read  that  He  grew  weaiied  and 
often  needed  to  rest.  He  slept  soundly  when  tired  (i.  e. 
the  storm  at  sea).  He  became  hungry  as  do  other  hu- 
mans; He  thirsted  an  did  others  (even  calling  out  "I 
thirst"  from  the  cross  while  making  the  supreme  sacri- 
fice for  mankind);  He  suffoied  agony  as  any  othoi'  hu- 
man would  while  hanging  on  the  cross;  and  He  died  a 
physical   death  as  a  result  of  the  cross,  but  because  He 


was,  while  Jesus  the  Man,  at  the  same  time  more  than 
Jesus  the  Man,  putrefaction  and  decay  did  not  set  in  when 
He  was  placed  in  the  grave,  even  though  He  was  long 
enough  in  the  grave  for  decomposition  to  have  been  well 
begun.  Death  could  not  keep  the  body  of  the  Christ  of 
God  in  its  control. 

II.     JESUS  WAS  A  TRUE  MAN  MENTALLY 

There  was  nothing  freakish  or  markedly  unusual  about 
Jesus.  He  lived  a  well  rounded  and  balanced  life.  Luke 
speaks  of  His  boyhood,  stating  that  He  "increased  in  wis- 
dom, and  in  stature,  and  in  favor  with  God  and  man." 
We  read  otherwise  that  He  was  obedient,  and  we  learn; 
that  He  followed  naturally,  one  step  after  another  intO' 
regular  channels  of  life.  Yet  in  this  development,  He  con- 
stantly limited  Himself  in  order  that  men  might  under- 
stand Him.  And  in  His  Mental  Development,  as  well  as 
otherwise,  we  see  what  man  might  have  been  had  he 
not  succumbed  to  sin  and  evH. 

III.     JESUS   WAS  A  TRUE  MAN  EMOTIONALLY 

Jesus  was  just  as  human  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
emotions  ,as  was  any  other  individual.  He  had  a  human 
heart,  with  a  desire  for  love  and  sympathy.  He  fre- 
quently suffered  disappointment  when  His  friends  turned 
away  from  Him.  He  longed  for  friends  and  confidants, 
'though  He  was  able  to  find  only  a  few.  He  sorrowed  and 
wept;  He  was,  on  occasion,  amazed,  ,and  many  times 
troubled;  He  was  indignant  in  the  presence  of  sin — and 
yet  the  indignation  was  not  sinful.  We  have  developed 
the  idea  that  sinfulness  and  humanity  always  go  hand 
in  hand — that  they  are  words  that  can  be  used  synony- 
mously. .But  here  is  direct  evidence  that  this  is  not  nec- 
essarily so.   While  Jesus  was  human  He  was  not  sinful. 

IV.     JESUS  WAS  A  TRUE  MAN  SPIRITUALLY 

A  unique  relationship  existed  between  Jesus  and  God. 
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He  called  God,  "My  Fathei',"  just  as  wc;  call  upon  Him 
as  "Our  Fathci',"  and  prayer  scorned  a  /u-cessity  lo  Him, 
just  as  it  is  to  every  true  Christian.  We  believe,  with  the 
Scriptures  as  evidence,  that  He  would  have  been  unable 
to  carry  His  burdens  and  the  sacrifice  of  th(!  cross  with- 
out the  power  of  prayer  in  His  life.  Fj'om  the  standpoint 
of  temptations.  He  differed  from  us  only  in  the  respect 
that  He  did  not  yield  to  them.  By  a  close  spij'itual  ex- 
istence with  God,  He  had  the  power  to  overcome  tempta- 
tions, even  as  we  might  if  we  were  to  rem.ain  close  to 
God  in  all  things.  And  the  Scriptural  record  tells  us  that 
He  was  "in  the  likeness  of  men"  and  "in  the  fashion  as 
a  man." 

Scriptural  passages  which  speak  of  Jesus'  manhood  aie 
too  numerous  to  include  here,  but  the  record  is  clear, 
both  in  the  words  of  Christ,  Himself,  .and  in  the  words 
of  many  Biblical  writers,  that  Jesus  was  truly  a  man. 

The  direct  result  of  such  a  conclusion — that  Jesus  was 
truly  a  man — is  to  cause  us  to  wonder  why  God  revealed 
Himself  in  human  form.  What  was  the  purpose  of  the 
Incarnation?  It  appears  reasonable  to  believe  that  there 
are  at  least  four  reasons  why  God  manifested  Himself  in 
Jesus  Christ  as  a  man.  (1)  To  make  Himself  nearer  to 
man,  and  to  reveal  Himself  in  a  clearer  fashion  to  ni,an- 
kind;  (2)  To  find  in  Him  a  Universal  Man — One  who 
would  be  acceptable  to  all  races  and  peoples;  (3)  To 
show  man  how  to  live;  and  (4)  To  make  of  Himself  the 
Redeemer  of  mankind. 

(1)  Throughout  man's  history  he  has  had  a  yearning 
foi"  God  and  has  constantly  sought  to  satisfy  a  secret 
longing  for  Him.  Some  men,  not  finding  the  True  God, 
have  built  themselves  gods  of  wood  and  metal  and  stone. 
Since  man  had  difficulty  in  understanding  the  spiritual, 
God  made  His  appearance  in  a  real  and  visible  form — 
in  flesh,  that  man  might  come  to  know  and  understand 
Him.  That's  why  Jesus  was  able  to  say,  "He  that  hath 
seen  Me  hath  seen  the  Father."  And  unless  man  is  will- 
ing to  accept  this  manifestation  of  God,  he  is  left  grop- 
ing in  darkness. 

(2)  Jesus  sometimes  referred  to  Himself  as  "Son  of 
Man"  and  He  could  truly  do  this  because  He  came  not 
to  help  just  one  certain  group  or  class,  but  ,all  mankind. 
Every  age  has  adopted  Him,  and  He  fulfills  the  need  of 
every  age  and  every  nation,  as  well  as  of  every  individ- 
ual. He  is  the  answer  to  the  rich  and  the  poor;  to  tlie 
young  and  the  old;  to  the  upright  and  to  the  cast-down. 
He  fulfills  as  no  other  could,  the  title  "Son  of  Man"— 
"Universal  Man."  ...  ,      •     : 

(3)  The  purpose  of  Jesus'  coming,  along  with  these 
others  mentioned,  was  also  to  show  man  how  to  live. 
Many  wonderful  teachers  have  helped  to  lift  up  mankind 
through  their  teachings  and  good  examples,  but  none  save 
Christ  alone  could  set  a  perfect  example.  There  have 
been  many  men  whose  walk  with  God  has  been  close — 
yet,  never  was  any  individual,  other  than  the  Lord  Him- 
self, able  to  attain  that  close  walk  which  would  satisfy 
God's  demands  for  perfection.  In  Christ  we  find  that  per- 
fection demanded  by  God,  and  through  following  His  ex- 
ample, we  can  attain  to  His  perfection  when  we  are  "in 
Christ." 

(4)  Finally,  God  was  manifested  in  the  flesh,  through 
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the  pf.fHon  of  .Jesus  ChrJHt,  that  fJe  might  fxj  th^;  Re- 
deemer of  mankind.  Never  can  the  idea  of  r<;demption  \h: 
understood  except  it  be  examined  in  the  IJ^ht  of  the 
C)oss.  Paul  tells  us  of  how  Christ  "emptied  Him»elf  and 
hi'camc  oljcdicnt  unto  death — even  the  death  of  the 
Cross."  HE  EMJ"i'Ii;i;  HIMSELF— a  Voluntary  Act— 
emptying  Himself  of  His  (ilory,  and  of  much  of  His 
Power, — laying  it  all  aside  in  order  that  He  might  take 
our  places.  On  the  cross  He  reached  the  lowest  posHibie 
step  He  could  take — separation  from  God  for  three  dark 
hours.  He  lost  His  wonderful  fellowship  with  God  and 
became  identified  with  mankind  in  its  worst  state — U> 
bear  the  shame  and  sin  of  humanity.  No  other  One  could 
do  it — regardless  of  man's  sincerity,  his  earnestness,  hi.s 
sacrifice  and  suffering — no  one  one  was  good  enough  to 
reach  God's  requirement  of  perfection.  Christ  alone  could 
atone.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  the  Bible  says  "There  is 
none  other  name  given  among  men  whereby  we  must  be 
saved."  And  again,  since  it  required  the  blood  of  a  PER- 
FECT sacrifice,  the  Scriptures  teach  us  that  "Without 
the   shedding  of  blood   there   is   no   lemission  of  sins." 

Now  if  these  things  be  untrue,  the  Incarnation  of 
Chi'ist  was  a  terrific  farce;  If  these  things  be  untrue,  the 
Death  of  Christ  was  completely  useless;  If  these  things 
be  untrue,  there  was  absolutely  no  purpose  in  either  the 
Resurrection  or  the  Ascension,  and  the  Biblical  reports 
are  exaggerated  tales  without  a  shred  of  truth.  How  then 
would  we  dale  to  think  of  any  Hope  oi-  Assui-ance  of  Life 
after  Death  .as  promised  us  by  God's  Word?  How  foolish, 
too,  to  continue  to  look  for  the  retuin  of  Christ  to  the 
earth,  as  He  promised. 

But,  thanks  be  to  God,  in  the  Cross  of  Christ,  every 
man  can  find  an  answer  to  His  every  need.  Through  the 
Cross  and  the  events  that  took  place  at  Calvary  on  that 
dark  day  many  years  ago,  we  have  come  to  know  that 
these  things  concerning  the  manhood  and  earthly  life  of 
Jesus  Christ  are  true.  And  in  the  Cross  we  can  find  a 
complete  and  lasting  satisfaction.  Because  of  God's  love — 
because  of  His  compassion  and  feeling  and  yearning  for 
mankind — God  had  to  go  to  the  Cross.  He  had  no  other 
choice  than  to  give  Himself  for  man's  redemption.  In 
Him,  alone,  could  be  found  the  perfect  sacrifice  for  our 
atonement,  and  to  be  true  to  Himself  and  His  Nature.  He 
could  do  no  other  than  to  make  the  necessary  provision 
for  our  acceptance  with  Him. 

Yes — in  Jesus  Christ  we  find  healing  for  sin-sick  souls. 
He  is  the  means  of  acceptance  with  the  Father,  and  in 
Him  we  have  an  assurance  and  a  hope  which  can't  be 
shaken  or  taken  away — a  hope  that  is  eternal — all  be- 
cause of  the  fact  that  Jesus  Christ.  Who  was  One  with 
God,  became  a  Man  that  God  might  become  known  unto 
us,  and  in  order  that  we  who  were  separated  from  God 
by  sin,  might  once  again  have  access  into  His  presence. 

— New  Lebanon.  Ohio. 


URGENTLY  NEEDED 

Someone  to  take  charge  of  the  Wheeler  Home  as  ma- 
tron there.  Only  requirecnent  is  dii^ciplinary  ability.  Nice 
apartment  for  liAing  quarters. 

Please  write  the  undersigned: 

G.    E.    Drushal,    Lost    Creek,    Kentucky. 
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Sunday  School  Suggestions         Rev.  Spencer  Gentle 

(.Sponsored   by   the  National   Sunday   School   Association   of  the  Brethren  Church) 


To  help  you  in  promoting  the  work  of  your  Sunday  School, 
the  National  Sunday  School  Association  of  the  Brethren 
Church  will  present  once  each  month  a  page  of  helps  and 
suggested  materials.  The  material  for  this  page  will  be 
supplied  by  Rev.  Spencer  Gentle,  Pastor  of  the  Brethren 
Church  in  Waterloo.  Iowa,  and  a  member  of  the  National 
Sunday  School  Board. — W.  S.  B. 


RALLY    DAY 

At  this  time  of  the  year,  most  Sunday  Schools  are 
thinking  of  Rally  Day.  This  day  is  usually  the  first  Sun- 
day of  October,  and  is  the  day  when  we  "outdo"  our- 
selves to  break  an  attendance  record  in  our  Church 
Schools.  Naturally,  there  are  always  those  who  feel  that 
making  plans  for,  and  working  hard  to  achieve  an  at- 
tendance goal  is  nothing  but  foolishness,  and  therefore 
we  should  forget  all  about  Rally  Day.  These  people  are 
always  wanting  to  know  what  good  it  does  to  get  people 
to  Sunday  School  on  Rally  Day,  when  we  know  definitely 
that  they  won't  be  back  until  next  Rally  Day.  These  same 
people  are  wanting  to  know  why  we  should  work  so  hard 
for  one  Sunday,  when  there  are  fifty  other  Sundays  in 
the  year  when  we  do  very  little  about  our  attendance. 
Let's  try  to  answer  some  of  these  questions  as  well  as 
exchange   ideas   on   making  plans  for  Rally   Day. 

The  purpose  of  Rally  Day  is  to  cieate  or  re-create  in- 
terest in  our  Sunday  School.  Many  Church  School  goers 
have  been  on  vacation  and  have  neglected  their  atten- 
dance in  Sunday  School.  Public  school  has  begun,  and  the 
children  are  getting  settled  in  their  new  surroundings. 
Therefore,  it  is  necessary  that  the  Sunday  School  begins 
a  program  of  interest  for  its  members.  An  interest  must 
be  created  in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  those  who  are  not 
Sunday  School  goei-s,  and  an  interest  must  be  re-created 
in  the  hearts  of  those  who  have  been  neglecting  their 
duties  to  the  School.  Rally  Day  will  create  this  interest! 

It  is  true  that  many  people  will  be  piesent  on  Rally 
Day  who  will  not  retum  until  next  year;  at  least  you 
have  them  for  one  Sunday!  However,  if  you  have  gained 
one  or  two  for  the  remainder  of  the  year.  Rally  Day  has 
been  worth  all  the  effoit  and  work!  If  you  have  created 
in  the  heart  of  a  child  the  desiie  to  know  Christ,  nothing 
has  been  wasted!  In  many  cases,  old  members  of  the 
Church  School  will  continue  to  return  for  )ftgular  at- 
tendance during  the  yea)-. 

Of  course,  it  is  hard  work  to  plan  Rally  Day,  to  call 
on  people  asking  them  to  come  to  Sunday  School  with 
you,  and  it  is  very  ti-ue  that  we  do  this  only  once  a  year, 
when  we  should  work  at  this  job  every  Sunday.  Yet,  many 
of  our  workers  will  become  interested  in  this  personal 
calling,  and  will  do  more  of  it  during  the  year.  f]ven  once 
a  year,  calling  by  the  laity  is  good! 

Now,   some   methods   on   making  Rally   Day   successful. 


Plans  must  be  made  well  in  advance  of  the  big  day;  each 
worker  must  know  what  he  is  going  to  do,  and  each 
worker  must  get  his  particular  job  done! 

1.  Devote  a  whole  Sunday  School  council  meeting  to 
making  plans  for  Rally  Day. 

2.  Set  a  goal  for  attendance,  and  keep  it  before  the 
Sunday  School.  It  is  well  to  set  this  goal  at  the  FIRST 
Sunday  School  council  meeting  of  the  year,  and  remind 
the  School  of  this  goal  often  during  the  year.  .Be  sure  to 
make  the  goal  in  the  form  of  a  slogan  or  rhyme,  thus 
making  it  easy  to  remember,  such  as  "253  in  '53,"  etc. 

3.  Be  sure  that  the  teachers  of  each  department  are  well 
prepared  for  their  Sunday  School  lesson  for  Rally  Day. 
The  teacher  must  make  her  class  attractive  in  every  re- 
spect if  she  is  to  interest  the  pupil  in  returning  the  next 
Sunday. 

4.  Send  out  publicity  such  as  cards,  folders,  letters,  etc. 
Be  sure  that  announcement  is  made  in  the  Church  bul- 
letin well  in  advance  of  the  big  Sunday. 

5.  Organize  each  department  into  "calling  groups."  In 
order  to  make  Rally  Day  a  big  success,  there  must  be 
much  calling!  The  personal  call  will  do  more  to  get  peo- 
ple interested  in  Sunday  School  than  anything  else!  Tele- 
phone calls  are  very  effective. 

6.  Get   the   children   of   the   different  classes   enthused 
about  Rally  Day,  and  they  will  work  hard  to  get  other 
children  there,  and  many  times  these  new  students  will  I 
continue  to  come. 

7.  One  of  the  best  ways  to  meet  your  goal  is  to  plan 
some  unique  idea  in  promoting  Rally  Day.  Here  are  a 
couple  of  ideas  that  might  go  over  big  in  your  Sunday 
School.  Last  year,  our  Sunday  School  drew  an  outline  of 
a  church,  marking  off  "brick  spaces"  on  the  front.  Our 
aim  was  to  "build  the  church  on  Rally  Day."  Tickets,  in 
the  form  of  red  bricks,  were  sent  to  the  members  of  the 
Sunday  School.  If  there  were  5  members  in  the  family, 
fi  or  7  tickets  were  sent  to  that  family,  instructing  them 
to  bring  someone  for  each  ticket  enclosed.  On  Rally  Day, 
ushers  were  at  the  doors  collecting  these  "bricks,"  and 
dui-ing  the  Sunday  School  lesson,  a  committee  was  kept 
busy  pasting  the  "bricks"  on  the  church.  There  were  more 
"b)ick"  spaces  on  the  drawing  than  our  goal.  All  spaces 
were  filled  except  4.  The  idea  of  "building  a  church  on 
Rally  Day"  caught  fire,  and  spread  just  as  rapidly. 

Another  idea  is  that  of  securing  a  large  picture  of  a 
church  and  making  it  into  a  picture  puzzle.  Send  out  the 
pieces  to  the  members  of  the  Sunday  School,  telling  them 
to  bring  someone  for  each  piece.  On  Rally  Day,  collect 
these  pieces  and  paste  them  on  the  picture;  the  goal  be- 
ing to  "complete  the  picture."  No  one  will  want  the  pic- 
ture incomplete  because  they  were  not  present  to  fit  into 
the  picture! 


Your  Rally  Day  this  year  can  be  very  successful,  if  you 
will  WORK  at  it! 


1 
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THE  DAYTON,  OHBO  CHURCH  AND  PARSONAGE 


The  above  picture  is  of  the  Hillcrest  Brethren  Church, 
located  at  North  Main  and  Hillcrest  Avenues,  in  Dayton, 
Ohio.  To  the  right  of  the  Church  is  a  view  of  the  newly 
purchased  parsonage.  The  parsonage,  located  next  to  the 
church,  at  23  W.  Hillcrest  Ave.,  was  purchased'  by  the 
Dayton  Brethren  last  month.  As  reported  last  week,  it  is 


a  two-story  brick;   six   rooms,  plus   bath  and   sun   rooms. 

Open   house   foi-   the    new   jiarsonage   is   being   observed 

September    20th,    2:00    to    4:30;    and    7:30    to    9:30    P.    M. 

The  parsonage  family  consists  of  Brother  Percy  C.  Miller, 

his   wife,    Rosalie,    and    Iheir   two   boys,    Clair    and     Earl. 
(W.  S.  B.) 
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THE   EDITOR'S   PULPIT 

PERSONAL  WITNESSING 
(Continued  from  Page  3) 

we  have  found  that,  almost  without  exception,  new  con- 
verts came  as  a  result  of  personal  contact. 

So,  if  that's  the  way  it  has  to  be  done,  then  that  is  the 
way  we'd  better  use — more  and  more. 

EFFECTIVELY 

Christ  sent  the  disciples  forth  two  'by  two.  Paul  did 
his  best  work  by  personal  contact — the  Philippian  jailor, 
Lydia,  etc.  Our  daily  life  is  the  best  method  of  personal 
witnessing.  A  person  must  be  exemplifying  the  kind  of 
life  we   are  interested  in  having  others  follow. 

We  must  also  "seek  the  question."  Common  "live  and 
let  live"  philosophy  today  has  a  tendency  to  throttle  oui' 
speaking  forth  in  the  name  of  Christ.  We  are  afraid  of  a 
"rebuff." 

We  should  not  be  afraid;  we  should  rather  be  bold  in 
speaking  to  people,  for  Christ  said,  "Lo,  I  am  with  you 
alway!"  We  must  also  come  to  the  point.  No  man  is 
going  to  find  peace  for  his  soul  in  church  fellowship  sup- 
pers, class  meetings,  men's  meetings,  or  other  social  ac- 
tivities alone.  While  these  things  are  an  aid  to  good  fel- 
lowship, yet  we  mu.st  remember  that  the  only  thing  wliich 
will  .save  a  man's  soul  is  his  acceptance  of  Christ  as  his 


personal    Saviour.    A   man   must   be   told   about    that.    All 
these  other  things  may  then  be  added. 

Do  you  consider  your  church  as  a  lighthouse  of  spiritual 
truth  and  saving  grace,  first  of  all?  Do  you  consider  your 
task  of  witnessing,  first  of  all,  to  be  that  of  touching 
men's  souls  with  Christ's  message  of  soul  saving  grace  ? 

The  world  is  spiritually  hungry  today.  As  Christ  breaks 
the  Bread  of  Life  will  you  be  one  of  His  disciples  to  take 
that  Bread  to  the  hungry  hearts  today  ?  Speak  to  your 
neighbors,  your  friends,  your  relatives.  Seek  the  leading 
of  the  Spirit  as  did  Philip  when  he  made  his  pereonal 
contact  with  the  Ethiopian  Eunuch.  We  may  not  win  all 
those  whom  we  contact,  but  we  can  be  busy  about  it — 
that's  our  business  for  Christ. 

There  is  much  good,  personal  witnessing  being  done  in 
The  Brethren  Church,  and  that  is  as  it  should  be.  How- 
ever, if  we  are  to  have  the  greatest  growth,  as  we  pointed 
out  at  the  beginning,  it  will  take  the  effort  of  every 
Brethren.  Can  God  count  on  your  help  this  chuivh  year? 
-  W.  S.  B. 


NOTICE 


The  Oak  Hill  (West  Virginia")  Brethren  Church  wishes 
to  announce  that  their  Pastor,  Arthur  J.  Tinkel.  has  re- 
sign^^d.  They  wish  to  hear  from  applio^ints  for  the  open- 
ing. 

Mrs.  Ruby  Fox.  Clerk, 
Rt.  1,  Box  190. 
Fayetteville,  West  Virginia. 
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Missionary    Department 


OPERATION  F.  B.  I. 
(Finding   Brethren   Itinerants) 

Do  you  know  friends,  relatives  or  members  of  your 
church  who  have  moved  to  Washington,  D.  C.  ?  Have 
they  found  where  the  Washington  Chiuvii  is  located? 
and  have  they  begun  attending  its  services  ? 

If  you  know  of  such  Brethren  people  or  of  any  in- 
terested in  the  .Brethren  Church,  please  send  the 
names  and  addresses  to  the  pastor  in  Washington,  Rev- 
erend J.  Ray  Klingensmith,  at  Branch  and  Q  Streets 
S.  E.  He  has  a  committee  that  will  seek  out  these  peo- 
ple and  make  every  effort  to  keep  theni  in  the  Brethren 
Church. 

This  interest  on  your  pait  will  constitute  a  real  service 
both  to  the  church  in  Washington  and  to  the  person  who 
may  not  realize  where  the  Brethren  Church  is. 

Industry  concerns  itself  with  every  device  that  pre- 
vents loss  to  its  interests.  Let  the  Church  be  as  wise. 

Tucson,  Arizona,  also  a  new  Brethren  Church  location, 
may  not  be  known  to  some  in  that  area.  It  is  to  be  found 
at  Thoreau  Road  and  Burns;  the  pastor,  Vei'non  Grisso, 
lives  at  115  N.  Bryant  Avenue.  Help  the  Brethren  find 
one  another! 


STEWARDSHIP  TRAINING 
in  the  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

Does  your  Sunday  school  fill  its  place  in  the  steward- 
ship program  of  the  Church,  Or  is  it  like  Judy's? 

Eight  year  old  Judy  was  getting  ready  for  Sunday 
.school. 

"Don't  forget  your  offering  envelope,  Judy,"  cautioned 
her  mother.  "Do  you  remember  where  you  put  it  last 
night?" 

"It's  right  here  with  my  book  and  Bible,"  Judy  an- 
swered. 

"Good,"  said  mother.  "By  the  way,  Judy,  for  what  will 
your  offei'ing  be  used?" 

"I  don't  know,"  Judy  responded,  giving  her  mother  a 
puzzled  look. 

Judy  was  a  new  pupil  in  her  Sunday  .school.  Her 
mother  thought  that  peihaps  she  has  not  been  there  long 
enough  to  learn  about  the  offering.  On  succeeding  Sun- 
days, when  asked  that  question,  Judy  gave  the  same  an- 


swer:  "I   don't  know,"   and  finally  added,  "Mrs.  Johnson 
just  says,  'Now  we  will  have  the  offering.'  " 

What  would  be  the  answer  of  the  children  in  your  Sun- 
day school  ?  Would  they  know  how  their  offering  money 
was  used?  The  way  children  aie  informed  about  the  use 
of  offerings  is  an  indication  of  how  well  they  are  being 
informed  about  other  phases  of  stewardship  as  well:  The 
stewardship  of  other  possessions,  of  time,  of  talents,  of 
life  itself. — fi'om  "Stewardship  Training  in  the  Sunday 
school." — Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 


STEWARDSHIP— 
Local  Church  Finances 

September  is  the  month  in  which  the  local  church  gives 
much  time  to  the  final  planning  of  church  finances  and 
the  budget  for  the  new  year.  Because  this  is  a  part  of 
our  stewardship  responsibility  we  will  not  want  to  over- 
look this  most  important  matter.  The  church  will  receive 
many  blessings  as  the  result  of  a  well-planned  and  sys- 
tematic financial  program;  individual  Christians  will  be- 
come informed  and  challenged  to  greater  accomplish- 
ments foi'  Christ. 

There  are  a  few  things  we  would  like  to  suggest  to 
our  churches  that  can  be  of  definite  help  in  their  financial 
programs: 

1.  Explain  to  the  membership  the  proposed  budget.  This 
should  be  done  whether  the  budget  is  simple  or  detailed. 

2.  Plan  a  loyalty  or  pledge  Sunday  at  which  time 
pledges  for  individual  giving  may  be  turned  in.  (Encour- 
age as  many  as  possible  to  pledge  something  for  the 
yeai'.) 

P>.  Follow  up  with  a  visitation  program,  visiting  all 
members  who  have  not  pledged.  PJxplain  budget  needs,  ex- 
penses, oppoi'tunities,  etc.  to  them.  If  there  is  a  united 
church  canvass  being  conducted  in  your  community,  take 
advantage  of  this  occasion,  the  publicity,  etc.,  and  do 
youi'  canvassing  for  pledges. 

4.  lOmphasize  tithing  and  enlist  tithei'S  for  the  King- 
dom of  (iod  throughout  this  time. 

5.  Place  envelopes  in  the  hands  of  every  member,  if 
the   envelope   system   is   used   in   your  church. 

Remember  that  the  thi-ee  words  which  explain  the  se-' 
cret  of  Stewardship  are  these:  INFORMATION,  TNSPIR 
ATION,  AND  CONSECRATION. 


A 
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Items    of  General    Interest 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 


mevv  niembeis  were  baptized  and  received  into  the  church 
Irecently,  making  a  total  of  li)  new  members  during-  the 
la.^t  15  months,  according  to  .Brother  Bruce  C,  Shanholtz's 
liulletin. 

A  good  attendance  is  reported  at  Second  Brethren's 
"All-Day  Services"  held  at  Joe  John's  Grove,  Davidsville, 
Penna.,  on  Sunday,  August  3()th. 

MANSFIELD,  OHIO.  Brother  Harold  Barnett  has  ar- 
ranged special  emphasis  on  Missions  in  his  Sunday  ser- 
vices during  September.  Fx'om  his  bulletin  we  note  that 
their  Brethren  Youth  group  sponsored  the  appearance  of 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Glenn  Shank,  Missionaries  in  prepai-ation 
for  the  Philippines,  on  Sunday,  September  13th.  The 
Mansfield  W.  M.  S.  is  sponsoring  the  appearance  of  Mrs. 
Robert  Byler,  Missionary  to  the  Argentine,  Sunday 
morning,  September  20th. 

At  the  evening  service  on  September  20th,  the  W.  M. 
S.  is  sponsoring  a  pageant  entitled,  "The  Lord's  Prayer." 

DAYTON,  OHIO.  Brother  Percy  C.  Miller  was  guest 
speaker  at  the  chapel  services  of  the  Good'will  Industries, 
of  Dayton,  on  September  2nd. 

In  addition  to  "open  house"  for  the  newly  purchased 
parsonage,  September  20th  will  also  feature  a  baptismal 
service  following  the  morning  worship  service. 

On  October  7th,  a  reception  will  be  held  for  all  new 
members  who  have  joined  the  Dayton  Church  since  Oc- 
tober 7th,  1952.  October  7th  is  the  first  anniversary  of 
.B)-other  Miller's  moving  to  Dayton. 

Holy    Commimion   will    be    observed   on    October   4th. 

PLEASANT  HILL,  OHIO.  The  Junior  Sisterhood  girls 
have  caught  the  missionary  spirit  by  presenting  a  finan- 
cial gift,  for  equipment,  to  Dennis  and  Claire  Snell,  who 
shortly  will  leave  for  their  mission  appointment  in  Mex- 
ico. 

NAPPANEE,  INDIANA.  Rally  Day  and  Fall  Cash  Day 
will  be  observed  September  27th.  Communion  is  sched- 
uled for  October  4th.  New  officers  will  also  be  installed 
on  the  4th. 

OAKVILLE,  INDIANA.  Brother  Bright  Hanna  closed 
his  three  year  pastoi-ate  of  the  Oakville  Church  on  Sun- 
day, August  30th.  A  basket  dinner  in  honor  of  Brother 
Hanna  and  family,  was  held  following  the  morning  ser- 
vices. 

At  the  morning  sei-vice,  dedication  services  for  two  chil- 
dren were  held.  One  new  member  was  baptized  and  re- 
ceived  into   the   church   at  this   same   service. 

Brother  Hanna,  as  of  the  first  Sunday  in  September, 
began  as  pastor  of  the  College  Corner  Brethren  Church. 
Wabash,  Indiana,  Rt.  3. 

PERU,  INDIANA.  Three  new  members  were  received 
into  the  Peru  church  on  August  16th,  two  by  baptism, 
and  one  by  relation. 

SOUTH   BEND,  INDIANA.  .Brother  W.  Clayton   Berk- 


shire, General  Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Board  of  the 
lJ)ethren  Church,  was  gu<;Kt  .spf^aker  in  th«:  South  Ik-n'l 
(Church  on  Sunday,  Sept<;mber  J.'ith. 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  Installation  HC-rviceK  for  all  new 
church  officers  and  committee  appointmenta  in  HcYnniuU-tl 
for  Sunday  evening,  September  20th. 

MUNCIE,    INDIANA.    Brother   Delbert  Flora,  Dean  of 

Ashland  Theological  Seminary,  was  guest  speaker  in  the 
Muncie  church  on  Sunday,  August  2nd. 

Two  new  membeis  were  recently  received  into  the 
church,  making,  according  to  Brother  K.  J.  Black'.s  bul- 
letin,  a  total   of  twenty   thiee  during  the  pa.st  year. 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  The  new  bfiiler  for  the  church 
heating  system  has  arrived  and  was  scheduled  to  be  in- 
stalled the  week  of  September  0th. 

Jeannette  Solomon,  who  has  been  a  surgical  patient  in 
the  Samaritan  Hospital,  has  returned  home,  as  of  Septem- 
ber 7th.  The  Brotherhood  will  be  thankful  to  know  that 
she  has  been  restored  to  this  measure  of  health.  Let  us 
continue  to  remember  her  in  our  prayers. 
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MEYERSDALE,   PENNSYLVANIA 

MAIN    STREET  BRETHREN  HONOR  REV.  AND  MRS. 
HISE  AT  RECEPTION 

In  honor  of  their  new  pastor,  the  Rev.  Horace  Huse, 
and  his  wife,  Jo  Ann,  the  members  of  the  Main  Street 
Bi-ethren  Church  gave  a  reception  Thursday  evening,  Sep- 
tember 3rd,  in  the  social  room  of  the  church. 

The  evening  progi'am  opened  with  a  welcome  from 
Miss  Miriam  Bird,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  program. 
She  introduced  John  H.  Blocher,  church  moderator,  who 
led  in  a  devotional  period.  He  read  I  Cor.  13,  and  offered 
prayer.  Mr.  Blocher  served  as  chairman  for  the  remainder 
of  the  program. 

''The  Old  Church  .Bell"  was  sung  by  the  church  choir, 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Paul  McMillan,  church  organ- 
ist and  choir  director.  The  next  number  was  a  flute  solo 
played  by  Paul  McMillan,  who  was  accompanied  by  his 
mother. 

In  the  next  part  of  the  program,  Mr.  Blocher  called 
upon  visiting  ministers,  who  were  present  to  welcome 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Huse  to  the  community.  The  Rev.  I.  Clif- 
ford Paul,  pastor  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  and 
president  of  the  Meyersdale  Commuity  Christian  Council, 
brought  words  of  welcome  from  that  organization.  As  an 
officer  of  the  Meyersdale  Ministerial  Association,  the 
Rev.  Victor  Carlson,  pastor  of  Zion  Lutheran  Church, 
welcomed  the  new  minister  into  that  group.  Dr.  E.  Wil- 
son Kelley,  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Church,  also  spoke 
a  cordial  word  of  welcome. 

Pennsylvania  District  Brethren  ministers  were  also 
represented.  The  Rev.  Lyle  Lichtenberger,  pastor  of  the 
Berlin  Brethren  Church,  and  a  classmate  of  Rev.  Huse  at 
Ashland  College  and  Seminary,  said  that  he  was  very 
happy  to  be  serving  in  a  field  so  near  to  his  friend.  The 
Rev.  Elmer  Keck,  of  Jones  Mills,  Penna.,  said  that  as 
a  staff  member  of  Camp  Juniata,  he  was  looking  foiward 
to  having  Rev.  Huse  on  the  staff  next  year. 

A  moie  humorous  pail  of  the  pjogiam  came  next,  with 
Mrs.  McMillan  stating  that  since  the  pastor  and  his  wife 
had  arrived  as  newlyweds,  many  members  of  the  congre- 
gation were  curious  about  their  coui-tship.  So  she  had  ar- 
ranged a  duet  about  their  proposal,  which  was  sung  by 
Mrs.  Karl  M.  Walker  and  Harry  H.  Staub. 

Miss  Miriam  Bird  then  gave  a  humorous  reading, 
".Brothers  Take  A  Bow"  which  also  was  about  a  proposal 
— Romeo's  to  Juliet. 

A    receiving   line    then    formed,    and    thf    members   and 


guests  filed  by,  shaking  hands  with  the  new  pastor  an(| 
his  wife. 

Refreshments  were  served  during  the  social  hour.  Thd 
tables  were  beautifully  decorated  with  flowers.  The  re-l 
refreshment  committee  consisted  of  Mrs.  Helen  C.  Engle,| 
chairman,  and  the  Misses  Ruth  and  Elizabeth  Werner. 
Mrs.  Harry  T.  Staub  and  Mrs.  Simon  McKenzie  were  in| 
charge  of  the  flowers  and  table  decorations. 

The  pastor  and  his  wife  held  open  house  in  the  par- 
sonage following  the  reception. 

— Miriam  M.  Bird,  Church  Clerk. 

SOUTH  BEND,  INDIANA 

The  writer  has  been  asked  by  the  Brethren  of  the  South 
Bend  Church  to  give  a  summary  review  of  the  church  | 
during  the  pastoral  guidance  of  Rev.  M.  A.  Stuckey,  and 
his  good  wife,  Ann.  I  think  that  I  should  first  say  that 
two  years  ago  when  it  became  the  duty  of  the  Pastoral 
Committee  to  seek  a  possible  minister  for  the  South  Bend 
Church,  it  was  felt  almost  out  of  order  to  even  think  of 
asking  the  Stuckeys  to  come  to  South  Bend.  However,  the 
general  feeling  was  such  that  the  committee  was  told, 
"Your  order  is  to  get  the  Stuckeys."  It  was  indeed  after 
much  pressure  from  the  committee  and  other  individuals 
that  they  did  agree  to  come. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Stuckey  came  on  the  field  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible in  September,  1951.  It  was  a  happy  day  for  our 
church.  These  good  people  had  served  an  interim  some 
twelve  years  before,  following  Dr.  C.  A.  Bame's  illness. 
A  two  year  contract  was  tendered  Rev.  Stuckey,  and  a 
similar  one  was  again  tendered  and  accepted  for  the 
next  two  years.  However,  due  to  several  deaths  in  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Stuckey's  families,  it  became  necessary  for  him 
to  offer  his  resignation,  effective  August  31,  1953.  It 
was  indeed  with  extreme  reluctance  that  it  was  accepted. 
May  I  say  that  in  my  years  of  church  expei'ience,  I  have 
never  seen  as  many  tears  shed  at  a  similar  announce- 
ment. 


I 


During    the    Stuckey   pastorate,    the    body    of   believers 
has  been   so   graciously  bound  in  the  bond's   of  love   and  . 
fellowship,  that  I  know  of  not  one  single  lack  of  Chris 
tian  harmony;  never  a  sweeter  fellowship. 

Rev.  Stuckey's  pulpit  work  need's  no  introduction  to  the 
Brethren  Churches.  It  was  truly  refreshing  to  sit  before 
him  regularly  to  learn  and  to  worship.  One  could  always 
be  assured  of  a  message  from  the  Word  when  he  took 
his  place. 

The  general  reorganization  in  vai'ious  departments  was 
accomplished  with  perfect  ease  so  that  the  incoming  pas- 
tor needs  only  to  get  acquainted  and  go  to  work;  no  re- 
building or  repairing,  only  uniting  with  a  united  body. 

To  offei'  adequate  words  of  commendation  of  Mrs. 
Stuckey  is  not  at  our  command.  There  is  just  one  Ann 
Stuckey,  her  graciousness,  culture  and  fine  Christian 
spirit  is  second  to  none  in  the  books  of  the  South  Bend 
Brethren  Church. 

During  the  pastorate,  fifty-two  were  added  to  the 
church  by  confession  of  sins,  and  a  Saviour,  and  through 
instruction  and  baptism.  This  number,  with  the  clearing 
of  our  membership  records,  gives  us  an  accurate  member- 
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[ship  mailing  list  of  about  700  members.  These  are  mem- 
bers as  known  by  the  officials  of  the  church. 

Along  with  the  spiritual  attaitmients  should  be  men- 
tioned the  physical  or  material  accomplishtnents.  NEVER 
ONCE  was  there  a  financial  drive,  and  yet  there  has  al- 
ways been  money  as  needed.  We  hav(i  adequately  met  the 
[requests  of  the  national  organizations  and  have  also 
given  much  for  the  care  of  the  local  parsonage  and  church 
building.  Early  in  the  two  yeais,  an  oil  burner  was  in- 
stalled in  the  parsonage.  This  was  the  gift  of  the  Stuck- 
eys  to  the  church.  Complete  redecorating  of  the  manse 
was  done  ere  the  arrival  of  the  Stuckeys.  The  exterior 
of  both  manse  and  church  were  painted  and  the  entire 
brick  walls  of  both   buildings  wei-e   re-calked. 

Just  completed  a  few  weeks  ere  the  leaving  of  the 
pastor,  was  the  installing  of  a  complete  new  roof  on 
the  parsonage  and  garage.  Simultaneous  with  the  church 
reroofing  was  the  decorating  of  the  church  interior.  This 
was  done  by  a  Lutheran  brother  from  LaPorte  who  spe- 
cializes  in  this   particular  work.   Truly  this    man    is    an 

j  artist  in  his  field,   and  we  appreciate  his  efforts  in  our 

!  behalf. 

j  Then  through  the  generosity  of  Brother  and  Sister 
'  David  Stickler,  (who  incidentally,  for  many  years  now 
have  offered  a  floral  piece  at  the  altar  each  Sunday  in 
memory  of  their  deceased  son),  one  of  the  class  rooms 
located  at  the  north  rear  part  of  the  churc'h  building  was 
changed  into  a  beautiful  nursery  for  mothers  to  use  dur- 
ing worship  services  for  care  of  their  small  children.  It 
is  separated  from  the  auditorium  by  a  heavy  plate  glass, 
and  the  room  is  cormected  with  the  pulpit  through  a  com- 
plete sound  system,  which  was  also  installed  since  the 
coming  of  Pastor  Stuckey. 

Likewise,  this  year,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Crum  re- 
quested the  privilege  of  installing  a  cement  ramp  on  the 
back  side  of  the  church,  making  possible  an  easier  en- 
trance for  those  who  find  steps  at  the  entrance  difficult 
to  climb.  Brother  and  Sister  Crum  were  very  liberal  in 
their  gift  and  it  meets  a  real  need.  This  was  a  memorial 
to  their  late  son. 

These  special  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  individuals 
along  with  the  entire  cooperation  of  the  church  member- 
ship made  possible  one  of  the  most,  if  not  THE  most, 
successful  period  of  the  South  Bend  Brethren  Church. 

All  this  will  testify  that  Brother  Stuckey's  years  of 
teaching  young  ministers  in  our  college  was  not  just  the- 
ory, but  when  put  to  practice  by  the  teacher,  fully  justi- 
fy the  theory. 

On  Wednesday  evening  prior  to  their  departure  for  the 
"Deep  South,"  a  fine  farewell  was  tendered  them  in  the 
church  parlors.  A  fine  program  and  refreshments  were 
enjoyed.  In  jest,  the  Rev.  and  Ann  were  given  a  cow- 
boy and  cowgirl  suit  for  use  in  their  new  environment. 
To  try  to  express  our  true  appreciation  and  esteem,  we, 
the  congregation,  presented  each  with  a  piece  of  Gladia- 
tor luggage  (appropriately  Texas  steer  hide.)  I  recognize 
that  this  report  is  indeed  inadequate  for  such  a  splendid 
two  years'  pastorate. 

Again  the  looking  for  a  man  capable  of  following  such 
a  successful  pastorate  was  not  easy.  However,  we  feel 
fortunate  and  elated  in  announcing  the  coming  of  Rev. 
J.  D.  Hamel,  who  comes  to  us  from  the  Lanark  (Illinois) 


Brethjon  Church.  As  Boon  as  Brother  Hamel  can  be  rn- 
lieved  from  his  duties  at  Lanaik,  they  will  come  U}  Sf^utFi 
.Bend.  At  the  latest  word,  it  now  appears  they  will  grace 
the  parsonage  on  or  about  October  10th.  With  the  com- 
ing of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Hamel,  we  anticipate?  new  and  bet- 
ter things  yet. 

Sunday,  SeptemhK;r  0th,  it  wa.s  our  good  plea»u;«-  l<> 
have  Dr.  W.  I.  Goodman,  President  of  Bethel  College.  We 
are  fortunate  to  have  a  fine  Christian  college  in  our  city 
from  which  we  can  draw  in  emergency.  SeptemU-r  1.3th, 
we  were  foi-tunate  in  having  Rev.  W.  Clayton  Berkshire, 
Secretaiy  of  the  Missionary  Ijoard  with  us  for  U>th  .ser- 
vices. 

— E.  A.  Duker. 

VISITING  SOME  OF  THE  .MI1>-WE.SJ  ER.N 
CHURCHES  WITH  PICTURES  OF  LOST  CREEK 

It  was  announced  at  General  Conference  time  (19.52) 
that  the  Brethren  Youth  would  set  as  their  next  goal 
.$.5,000.00  to  be  raised  toward  building  the  new  gymna- 
sium and  classroom  building  at  Lost  Creek,  Ky.  This  was 
a  surprising  announcement.  A  new  gymnasium  is  needed 
as  the  former  one  was  crushed  a  few  years  ago  by  a 
very  heavy  snowfall  and  had  to  be  tora  down.  Then  a 
concrete  slab,  the  size  of  a  basketball  couii;,  was  poured 
by  the  log  High  School  building,  and  the  boys  played  on 
it.  They  were  glad  for  this  but  when  it  rained  or  snowed 
they  could  not  use  this  outdoor  court. 

Then  it  was  announced  that  the  erection  of  the  new 
building  would  begin  and  the  undersigned  went  down  to 
Lost  Creek,  on  April  27th  of  this  year.  The  trench  for 
the  foundation  had  been  dug  and  some  of  the  cement 
blocks  were  on  the  ground.  The  work  went  forward  and 
at  the  Pennsylvania  District  Conference,  Rev.  W.  C.  P.erk- 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 


A  PRAYER 

When    dark^iess   shrouds   viy    irciii. 

May  there  he  light. 
Where  sadness  dims  mi;  day 

Let  joy  niake  bright 
When.  I  am  plagued  with  doubt. 

Let  faith  hold  sway. 
I  cannot  live  u-ithout 

Thy  lead  each  day. 
When  I  am  re.red  i}i  soul. 

Grant  me  Thy  peace. 
If  Jiate  is  in  control. 

Give  lore's  release. 
When  I  seek  things  for  me. 

Make  nw  belie ve 
A)id  help  me  see. 

In  giring  I  receive.. 

Selected. 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIS' 


Topic  for  September  27,  1953 

LOYALTY  TO  i'RAYER  MEETING 

Scripture   Readings:   II   Chron.   7:14;    Matt.   21:22;     Matt, 
5:43-46;   Rom,  8:26,  28 

PRAYER 

Lord,   what   a   change  within   us   one   short   hour, 
Spent  in  Thy  presence,  will  prevail  to  make; 
What  heavy  burdens  from  our  bosoms  take; 
What  parched  grounds  refresh  as  with  a  shower! 
V\'e  kneel,  and  all  around  us  seems  to  lower; 
We  rise,  and  all,  the  distant  and  the  near. 
Stand  forth,  in  sunny  outline,  brave  and  clear. 

We  kneel;  how  weak!  We  rise;  how  full  of  power! 

Why  therefore  should  we  do  ourselves  this  wrong. 

Or  othei-s,  that  we  are  not  always  strong? 

That  we  are  ever  overborne  with  care, 

Tliat  we  should  ever  weak  or  heartless  be. 

Anxious  or  tioubled,  when  with  us  is  prayer. 

And  joy  and  strength  and  courage  are  with  Thee? 

—Richard  C.  Trench. 

1.  PRAYER    IS    THE     CHRISTIAN'S    PRIVILEGE. 

Prayer  is  the  soul  drawing  near  to  God.  When  the  soul 
draws  near  to  God,  the  ground  beneath  our  feet  becomes 
holy  ground,  and  the  commonest  bush  is  flaming  with  the 
presence  of  God.  It  may  be  on  the  street  amid  the  crowd 
that  one  turns  his  heart  in  petition  to  the  Almighty.  It 
may  be  in  the  quiet  of  the  closet  where  the  ladder  drops 
from  heaven  to  earth.  It  may  be  in  the  church  service, 
or  it  may  be  that  one,  bending  head  upon  an  office  desk, 
reaches  the  thione  of  grace.  It  may  be  a  mere  desire  or 
a  gioan  which  can  not  be  uttered.  It  may  be  a  smitten 
bi-east  and  a  publican's  call  for  mercy.  It  may  be  a  shriek 
amid  disa.ster,  when  the  crash  of  destruction  appalls  the 
.soul.  It  may  be  the  heartbroken  wail  of  anguish  over  a 
still,  still  face.  Whatevei-  form  it  takes,  it  is  that  solemn 
moment  when  the  soul   in  need  turns  to  God. 

2.  PRAYER  IS  THE  CHRISTIAN'S  POWER.  Someone 
has  written  that  Piayer  is  the  mightie.st  thing  in  the 
world.  Certainly  prayer  is  a  mighty  force  in  the  world 
today,  but  how  many  of  us  really  use  it  ?  In  the  book 
of  .James  we  are  told  that  the  p)ayer  of  a  lighteous  man 
availeth  much.  But  how  many  of  us  are  willing  to  spend 
the  time  and  energy  required  to  make  prayer  effective? 
Christians  could  change  the  face  of  this  world  if  they 
only  wanted  to.  If  a  child  weie  lost  in  the  forest,  would 
you  pray  for  its  safety  and  lecoveiy?  Then  why  not  pray 
for  tho.se  who  are  lost  in  the  depths  of  sin.  There  are 
many  things   that   deserve  your  prayers.   Make   a   list  of 


thom  and  then  invito  your  friends  to  pray  for  them  alon; 
with  you  and  sec  how  many  of  them  God  really  answers 

3.  YOUTH  PRAYER  MEETINGS.  If  your  church  doe 
not  have  u  youth  prayer  meeting  you  might  well  consid 
er  the  advisability  of  starting  one.  Do  not  be  afraid  ti 
get  started  because  you  do  not  have  a  large  group  t( 
work  with.  Remember  the  words  of  our  Lord  when  Ht 
said,  "Where  two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  mj 
name,  I  will  be  there  to  bless  them."  Plan  your  meeting 
carefully  and  remember  that  it  is  a  prayer  meeting,  h 
major  portion   of  the  time   should  be  given  to  prayer. 

4.  LOYALTY  TO  YOUR  REGULAR  PRAYER  MEET 
ING.  It  has  already  been  shown  that  prayer  to  be  effec- 
tive may  be  when  a  person  is  all  alone.  Certainly  Jesus 
encouraged  us  to  make  use  of  private  prayer.  But  the 
New  Testament  is  filled  with  examples  of  great  prayei 
meetings  when  men  and  women  gathered  to  be  filled  wit 
the  power  of  God  and  to  be  commissioned  for  their  new 
work.  Before  Pentecost,  there  was  a  great  prayer  meet- 
ing. Before  Peter  was  released  from  prison,  his  friends 
were  holding  a  prayer  meeting  in  his  behalf.  The  church 
needs  prayer  meetings  tod'ay  and  when  it  gets  them  it 
will  live  and  grow  with  a  new  vitality. 

The  Japanese  have  a  way  of  dwarfing  trees.  They  can 
take  a  cherry  or  maple  tree  and  dwarf  it  so  that  it  will 
never  grow  more  than  twelve  to  eighteen  inches  in  height. 
They  cut  off  the  tap  root,  and  the  tree  must  live  on  the 
surface  roots.  It  can  live,  but  it  cannot  grow.  Leave 
prayer  out  of  your  life  and  the  life  of  the  church  and  you 
will  have  cut  the  tap  root  of  your  spiritual  existence. 
Restore  the  tap  root  to  the  church  and  it  will  grow. 

5.  THE  VALUE  OF  ATTENDING  PRAYER  MEET- 
INGS. When  we  pray  together,  we  strengthen  each  other 
in  our  prayers  and  encourage  each  other  in  the  prayer 
life.  This  is  essential  if  we  are  to  live  a  victorious  Chris- 
tian Life.  You  may  pray  only  in  times  of  emergency, 
but  it  will  not  be  nearly  so  effective  as  if  your  whole  life 
had  been  a  life  of  prayer.  Let  us  put  it  this  way.  If  you 
are  going  to  be  able  to  lift  a  very  heavy  weight,  you 
must  learn  to  lift  it  by  lifting  weights  that  are  lighter 
and  gi-adually  working  up  to  the  desired  weight.  You  do 
not  learn  to  lift  a  two  hundi-ed  and  fifty  pound  weight 
in  a  day;  you  must  grow  into  it.  So  it  is  with  prayer.  If 
you  are  going  to  be  prepared  to  pray  in  an  emergency 
you  must  learn  to  pray  in  the  calm  of  your  home  and 
of  your  church.  Be  loyal  to  your  prayer  meeting. 


QUESTIONS  FOR  DISCUSSION 


i 


1.  Make    a  list   of  things   your  prayer  meeting  should 
pray  foi'. 

2.  For  whom  should  we  pray  ?  Why  ? 

.3.     Do   you     Believe   that    "Prayer    Changes    Things?" 
Give  reasons. 

4.   What  ate  the  hindi-ances  to  pi'ayer?   How  can  they 
be  removed  ? 

h.   What  suggestions  can   you   make  for  improving  the 
prayer  meeting  service? 
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TIrayer  fUeeting 
Studies 

TBij  G.  T.  Qilmev 


I  PATIENCE 

"Plant  patience  in  the  garden  of  tiiy  soul. 

The   roots   are   bitter,  but  the  fruits  are  sweet:       ; 

And  when,  at  last,  it  stands  a  tree  complete, 

Beneath  its  tender  shade  the  burning  heat 

And  burden  of  the  day  shall  lose  control — 

Plant  patience  in  the  garden  of  thy  soul." 

GOD  IS  THE  GOD  OF  PATIENCE"  (Romans  15:5) 
Christ  is  our  Example  of  patience  (Isaiah  53:7; 
Acts  8:32;  Matt.  27:14).  With  such  an  Example,  patience  is 
certainly  enjoined  upon  us  (Titus  2:2;  2  Peter  1:6).  Pa- 
tience should  have  its  perfect  work  in  us  (James  1:4). 
For  the  Christian,  trials  lead  to  patience  (Romans  5:3; 
James  1:3).  "Enter  into  the  sublime  patience  of  the  Lord. 
Be  charitable  in  view  of  it.  God  can  afford  to  wait;  why 
cannot  we,  since  we  have  Him  to  fall  back  upon?  Let 
patience  have  her  perfect  work,  and  bring  forth  her 
celestial  fiiiits." 

Patience  produces  a  desired  experience  (Romans  5:4), 
and  hope  (Romans  15:4).  Patience  is  to  be  exercised  by 
us  in  running  the  Christian  race  (Heb.  12:1),  in  bringing 
forth  fruit  (Luke  8:15),  in  well-doing  (Romans  2:7;  Gal. 
6:9),  in  waiting  for  God  (Psalm  37:7;  40:1),  in  waiting 
for  the  return  of  Christ  (1  Cor.  1:7;  2  Thess.  3:5),  in 
waiting  for  the  hope  of  the  gospel  (Romans  8:25;  Gal. 
5:5),  in  waiting  for  God's  salvation  and  in  bearing  of  the 
yoke  (Lam.  3:26,  27).  Patience  is  to  be  exercised  in 
tribulation  (Luke  21:19;  Romans  12:12).  To  patiently 
suffer  for  well-doing  is  acceptable  with  God  (1  Peter 
2:20).  Gail  Hamilton  says  that  "Patience  does  not  mean 
indifference.  We  may  work  and  trust  and  wait,  but  we 
ought  not  to  be  idle  or  careless  while  waiting"  (Luke 
19:13).  H.  W.  Beecher  said,  "There  is  no  such  thing  as 
preaching  patience  into  people  unless  the  sermon  is  so 
long  that  they  have  to  practice  it  while  they  hear.  No 
man  can  learn  patience  except  by  going  out  into  the 
hurly-burly  world,  and  taking  life  just  as  it  blows.  Pa- 
tience is  but  lying  to  and  riding  out  the  gale"  (James 
5:7). 

We  know  that  patience  is  commendable  (Ecc.  7:8;  Rev. 
2:2,  3).  We  admire  the  characters  who  exemplify  pa- 
tience such  as  Job  (Job  1:21;  James  5:11),  Simeon  (Luke 
2:25),  Paul  (2  Tim.  3:10),  Abraham  (Heb.  6:15),  John 
(Rev.  1:9),  the  prophets  (James  5:10),  and  others.  But 
do  we  realize  that  as  Christians  we  ourselves  are  to  be 
strengthened  unto  all  patience  (Col.  1:11)?  that  we  are 
to  exercise  patience  toward  all  (1  Thess.  5:14)?  that 
patience  is  essential  to  the  inheritance  of  the  promises 
of  God  <Heb.  6:12;  10:36)?  that  patience  is  to  be  ac- 
companied by  godliness  (2  Peter  1:6),  faith  (2  Thess. 
1:4;  Rev.  13:10),  temperance  (2  Peter  1:6),  long-suffer- 
ing, and  joyfulness  (Col.  1:11)?  "Many  people  consider 
patience  a  commonplace  virtue,  not  to  say  a  tame  and  in- 


Kipid  one.  But  rightly  apprf;ciatf;d  it  in  grand  and  h<;roic. 
Without  it  the  Htrongf::Ht  character  has  a  dangfirou«Iy 
weak  spot,  which  at  any  moment  may  be  its  ruin.  With 
it  the  otherwise  weakest  has  an  element  of  invincible- 
strength."  "There  are  times  whon  God  asks  nothing  of 
His  childien  except  silonce,   patience,  and   tears." 

God  expects  those  in  authority  to  exercise  patience 
(Matt.  18:26;  Acts  26:3).  This  is  one  quality  in  the  ap- 
proval of  ministers  (2  Cor.  6:4),  and  they  are  expected 
to  follow  after  it  (1  Tim.  6:11).  Decker  :^ays,  "Patience! 
why,  it  is  the  soul  of  peace;  of  all  virtues,  it  is  nearest 
kin  to  Heaven:  it  makes  men  look  like  gods.  'ITie  Best 
of  men  that  ever  wore  earth  about  Him  was  a  sufferer, 
a  soft,  meek,  patient,  humble,  tranquil  Spirit;  the  first 
true  Gentleman  that  ever  breathed."  Sullen  endurance  is 
no  substitute  for  genuine  patience.  As  Bishop  Homes 
said,  "Patience  strengthens  the  spirit,  sweetens  the  tem- 
per, stifles  anger,  extinguishes  envy,  subdues  pride, 
bridles  the  tongue,  restrains  the  hand,  and  tramples  upon 
temptations." 

Lesson  hymns:  "More  Holiness  Give  Mc";  "Amid  the 
Trials  Which  I  Meet." 


Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vanator 

Lesson  for  September  27,  IB.j.} 

BROTHERHOOD  IX  CHRIST 

Lesson:  Philemon  8-21 

Setting  the  Scene:  Here  is  a  vei-y  personal  letter — a  let- 
ter from  one  friend  to  another.  It  is  a  most  appealing 
letter  for  it  carries  the  heart  of  one  to  the  heart  of  an- 
other. The  one  who  carried  it  might  well  have  lost  it 
or  thrown  it  away,  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  he  was 
a  Christian.  There  are  only  three  characters  in  the 
"scene" — Paul,  Philemon  and  Onesimus.  All  are  Chi-is- 
tians.  Paul,  whose  close  association  with  Onesimus  had 
caused  him  to  become  converted  and  %%illing  to  return  to 
a  life  of  slavery  for  the  other  man — Philemon. 

Searching  the  Scriptures:  I  am  glad  that  the  subject  of 
this  lesson  is  stated  as  it  is — "Brotherhood  In  Christ" — 
for  that  makes  it  stand  out  for  what  it  really  is.  I  have 
no  room  in  my  thinking  for  the  expression  which  so  glibly 
falls  from  the  lips  of  men  these  days — "Tlie  Fatherhood 
of  God  and  the  Brotherhood  of  Man" — leading  to  the  idea 
that  regardless  of  the  activities  of  the  indi%-idual  and  his 
theological  beliefs,  that  God  is  their  Father  and  that  we 
are  all  brothei's.  I  cannot  help  hut  call  attention  to  the 
attitude  of  Jesus  Himself  when  He  spoke  to  those  who 
were  seeking  to  pervert  the  teachings  which  He  gave. 
when  He  said  to  them,  "Ye  are  of  your  father  the  de\-il." 
If  it  matters  little  what  religious  beliefs  people  have — 
just  so  they  have  some  belief — why  the  need  of  Christian 
missions;  of  Chi'istian  preachers  and  of  Chuivhes — why 
not   let  them  go  on  in  their  merry  way.  belie^^ng  what- 
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ever  they  please?  That  was  not  Paul's  idea.  Paul  said, 
•l  have  kept  THE  FAITH."  We  read  of  the  "FAITH 
once  for  all  delivei-ed  to  the  saints,"  and  know  it  is  the 
message  that  tells  of  the  Sacrifice  of  Jesus  Christ  for 
the  sins  of  man,  without  which  there  can  be  no  foi-give- 
ness  of  sins.  We  i*ead  that  without  the  "shedding  of  the 
blood  there  is  no  remission  of  sins,"  and  yet  there  are 
multiplied  thousands  who  say  that  there  is  no  need  of 
a  blood  i-eligion.  Can  such  be  called  the  children  of  God 
and  the  brothei-s  of  the  Christian  ? 

To  sum  the  entire  matter  up  in  one  senlenoe.  Christian 
Brotherhood  blots  out  racial  lines,  but  it  does  not  blot  out 
religious  lines.  To  be  "brothers  in  Christ"  it  is  essential 
that  one  must  be  a  Chiistian  in  reality. 

Our  study  today  is  an  example  of  real  Christian  .Broth- 
erhood. Racial  lines  are  ignored;  position  in  life  is  also 
ignored.  Here  is  a  rich  man,  a  slave  and  a  poor  aged 
missionary — about  as  far  apart  as  you  could  wish  to  sec. 
Yet  they  are  now  all  on  one  level,  made  one  in  Christ 
Jesus. 

I  wish  we  might  picture  the  scene  of  Onesimus'  recep- 
tion when  he  returned  to  the  former  master,  to  whom 
he  had  been,  and  could  still  be,  an  "unprofitable  seivant." 
Note  these  thoughts — Paul  had  faith  that  Onesimus 
would  measure  up  to  his  new  faith;  Onesimus  had  faith 
that  Philemon  would  receive  him  back  to  his  old  position 
without  meting  out  punishment  which  was  so  customary 
in  the  case  of  returned  slaves;  Philemon  had  faith  that 
Onesimus  would  now  live  up  to  his  name,  "profitable," 
which  is  the  meaning  of  Onesimus.  Christian  Brother- 
hood?   Yes,  that   is  Brotherhood  in   Christ   in  action. 

Sensing  the  Service:  As  I  w^rite  this  the  news  head- 
lines say,  "Truce  to  be  Signed  Tomorrow."  We  have  been 
forced  to  send  "tons"  of  explosives  against  an  enemy, 
largely  because  we  have  failed  to  send  "tens"  of  mis- 
sionaries to  teach  the  love  of  Christ.  It  is  our  duty  to 
work  for  peace,  not  as  the  world  gives  peace,  but  the 
"peace    of   Christ    which    passeth    human    understanding." 


NEWS  FROM  OUR  CHURCHES 

(Continued  from  page   11) 


shire  told  us  that  the  rough  floor  had  been  laid  and  that 
some  of  the  windows  had  been  set. 

The  undersigned  wrote  to  several  pastois  about  show- 
ing colored  slides  of  the  work  at  Lost  Creek.  Six  colored 
slides  of  the  progress  of  the  new  building  could  also  be 
shown.  This  way  the  Brethren  Youth  could  see  the  reality 
of  ti.eir  project. 

The  first  church  visited  was  Muncie,  Ind.  We  were  glad 
to  be  with  Brother  and  Sister  Black.  We  came  to  know 
them  when  we  were  at  sergeantsville  and  Calvary,  N.  J. 
It  was  a  warm  Monday  evening  when  we  arrived,  July 
27th.  Fans  were  set  in  operation,  windows  were  opened 
and  the  church  w^as  comfortable  for  the  evening  service. 
TTiere  was  a  good  audience  present. 

On  Tuesday,  we  drove  to  Cerro  Gordo,  111.,  to  be  with 
Brother  Wilbur  Thomas.  We  have  always  had  a  special 
interest  in  Brother  Thomas  as  the  writer  assisted  in  his 


ordination  at  the  District  Conference  at  Mathias,  W.  Va 
in  1944.  After  the  evening  service  we  visited  the  4H  fai 
tliat  was  being  held.  The  Youth  of  the  Brethren  churc 
had  a  refreshment  stand  to  raise  money  for  their  pledg 
toward  the  new  building  project. 

On  Wednesday,  we  started  for  Ft.  Scott,  Kansas.  Sine 
it  was  a  long  distance  to  Ft.  Scott,  Brother  Thomas  ad 
vised  us  to  start  early.  We  left  Cerro  Gordo  at  6:30  A.  IVl 
We  ate  lunch  while  driving  in  the  car.  We  gained  ai 
extra  hour  in  time  and  arrived  at  Ft.  Scott  at  6:00'  P.  IVI 
It  was  440  miles  to  Ft.  Scott  on  route  54.  It  was  a  ver; 
warm  evening.  We  ate  supper  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  L.  S 
Russell.  There  was  an  excellent  attendance  at  the  ser 
vice.  We  were  entertained  over  night  at  a  new  motel  b\ 
the  Ft.  Scott  Brethren.  Since  it  was  so  warm,  the  air  con 
ditioner  was  operated  all  night,  making  the  room  cool  lik( 
an  early  fall  night. 

On  Thursday  we  came  to  Mulvane,  Kansas.  We  stoppec 
at  the  Lee  Howard  home  and  were  there  for  supper.  The 
.Brethien  at  Mulvane  are  enlarging  their  church.  When  it 
is  finished  it  will  be  about  40  by  60  feet.  A  large  group 
was  present  for  the  first  service.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Spencei 
Gentle  were  present.  We  were  glad  to  be  back  again  for 
a  few  days.  There  were  some  that  we  had  not  seen  for 
about  fifteen  years.  Ralph  was  boi'n  here  when  we  were 
here  in  1936.  24  of  the  young  people  were  at  Camp  Wy- 
andotte. We  slept  for  three  evenings  in  the  basement 
home  of  Bi'other  and  Sister  Clarence  Coleman.  This  was 
an  unusual  experience  for  us.  Ralph  likes  to  camp  out, 
so  he  and  Gary  Howard  slept  out  under  the  stars  each' 
night.  It  was  very  wai-m  at  Mulvane.  The  temperaturel 
was  around  100  in  the  shade  each  day.  There  was  a  good 
breeze  each  day  and  that  helped  to  make  it  more  com- 
fortable. Colored  slides  were  shown  of  the  Brethren's 
Home  on  Thursday  evening.  On  Friday  about  80  slides 
were  shown  of  Ashland  College  and  the  new  Chapel.  On 
Saturday  and  Sunday  evenings,  slides  were  shown  of  the 
Brethren  work  at  Lost  Creek.  Each  evening  a  short  mes- 
sage was  brought  by  the  writer  before  the  showing  of  the 
pictures.  The  writer  was  also  the  guest  speaker  on  Sun- 
day in  the  absence  of  the  pastor.  Rev.  John  Burton,  who 
was  at  Camp  Wyandotte.  The  attendance  was  around  122 
at  Sunday  School.  Those  at  Camp  were  also  counted  in 
this  numbei'.  It  rained  on  Sunday  evening  as  well  as  all 
night  long.  This  was  the  first  rain  for  several  weeks. 

We  drove  to  Morrill  on  Monday,  August  3rd.  We  oouid 
see  that  a  good  rain  would  be  welcomed'.  We  trust  that 
the  lain  came.  We  had  supper  at  the  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  George  Eisenbise.  There  was  a  good  attend- 
ance at  the  evening  service.  Rev.  Early,  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  was  present,  as  well  as  Rev.  Charles,  of 
the  Brethren  in  Christ.  We  rejoice  with  the  Morrill 
Brethren  that  they  will  soon  have  a  resident  pastor.  May 
the  Lord  richly  bless  them  as  they  all  labor  together  in 
the  work  of  the  Lord. 

It  was  in  our  original  plan  to  visit  Boys'  Town.  We 
found  it  would  take  too  much  of  our  time  to  drive  there 
and  then  on  to  Udell,  Iowa.  It  was  cool  all  day  as  we 
drove  eastward.  At  6:00  P.  M.  we  came  to  the  parsonage 
and  had  supper  with  Brother  and  Sister  Francis  Berk- 
shire. We  were  glad  that  Mark,  their  son,  is  getting  bet- 
ter. We  appreciated  the  interest  shown  in  the  Lost  Creek 
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work.  The  Church  of  the  J^icLhicn  had  an  ic<;  cream  fes- 
tival and   Brother  .Berkshire  took  u«   to  it. 

We  arrived  at  Milledgeville  at  (>:M)  P.  M.  on  Wfcdnes- 
Iday  evening.  We  had  .supper  with  Brother  and  Sister 
JRowsey  and  their  son  James.  The  Youth  of  the  Church 
'had  charge   of  the  evening-  .service.  They  had   a  .splendid 

i 

program.  A  good  audience  was  present.  We  spent  th(! 
evening  and  night  at  the  parsonage.  Rev.  Rowsey  took 
the  writer  to  call  at  the  home  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  W.  S. 
Bell.  Brother  Bell  seemed  to  be  in  excellent  health.  The 
next  day  we  drove  to  Teegarden,  Ind.,  to  be  with  the 
writer's  father  and  mother. 

Our  eleventh  evening  in  this  itinerary  was  at  Elkhart, 

Ind.  We  had  contacted  Rev.  Robert  Higgins  in  March  to 

be  at  his  church  the  second   Sunday  evening  of  August. 

I  He  wrote:  "Sure  will  be  "happy  to  have  you  come  to  Elk- 

ihart    on   the    Second    Sunday   evening   in    August."    When 

we  came  to   the  church  in   the  afternoon   we  found   that 

I  Brother  Hari'y  Gilbert  was  to  be  in  charge  of  the  evening 

Isei-vice.  We  called  Brother  Gilbert  by  phone  and  he  wi.s 

I  willing  to  'have   the  pictures   shown   of  the  work  at  Lost 

I  Creek.  The  service  was  held  in  the  basement  auditorium. 

A  large  group  was  present. 

!  We  wish  to  express  our  appreciation  for  being  enter- 
i  tained  in  the  homes  of  the  pastors  and  the  .Brethren  in 
the  various  churches  and  of  having  the  pi'ivilege  of  show- 
ing the  colored  slides  of  the  work  at  Lost  Creek.  We 
trust  that  those  who  saw  the  pictures  will  see  that  the 
Mission  Work  at  Lost  Creek  is  a  very  worthy  one.  Pray 
I  for  the  work.  Pray  that  funds  will  come  in  to  finish  the 
building   of   the   new   gymnasium   and   class)-oom   building. 

Elmer   M.   Keck,   Jones   Mills,   Pa. 
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REV.  CARRITHERS  REPORTS  ON  MANSFIELD,  OHIO 

Matthew  20:28  "Even  as  the  Son  of  man  came  not  to 
be  ministered  unto,  but  to  minister,  and  to  give  his  life 
a  ransom  for  many." 

We  do,  indeed,  count  it  a  privilege  to  minister  in  the 
name  of  our  risen  Lord'  and  Savior,  Jesus  Chi'ist.  In 
these  last  days,  when  the  fields  are  white  unto  harvest, 
there  is  no  time  to  lose. 

We  have  completed  a  four  year  ministry  in  Mansfield, 
Ohio,  having  previously  served  three  and  one  half  years 
in  the  Mansfield  church  before  my  chaplainship  in  the 
United  States  Army. 

The  Lord  blessed  us  as  a  church,  and  gave  us  victories 
for  His  glory.  During  these  four  years,  we  had  thirty- 
five  baptisms,  bought  a  parsonage,  built  a  new  addition 
to  the  church,  and  bought  a  new  gas  furnace,  pulpit  fur- 
niture, new  piano,  painted  the  church,  and  grew  in  grace. 

We  felt  led  of  the  Lord  to  encourage  a  new  minister 
to  take  up  the  work,  trusting  Him  to  lead  us  to  the  field 
He  would  have  us  labor  in. 

Many  dear  fi-iends  were  made  while  there,  and  we  pray 
God's  richest  blessings  upon  them  and  their  new  pastor. 
Our  present  address  is  3000  Cambridge  St.,  Des  Moines. 
Iowa. 

In  His  service, 

Elmer  R.  Carrithers. 


ROGERS.  Mrs.  Florence  Elizabeth  Rogers,  bom  Xovenn- 
ber  20,  1870;  died  August  24,  19.>3,  aged  IC  years,  'J 
months,  4  days.  Services  conducted  by  her  pastor,  the 
undersigned,  assisted  by  Dr.  Floyd  FuJk,  Conference  Su- 
perintendent of  the  E.  U.  B.  Church,  in  the  Mt.  Olive 
Brethren  Church,  where  Mrs.  Rogers  had  long  been  a 
faithful  member,  living  a  quiet,  useful  Christian  life  in 
her   community.    Interment   in    Keezletown    Cemetery. 

— John  F.  LfKrke. 


HOSTETLER.  Lewis  Hostetler,  born  May  21,  1880,  died 
August  24,  19.53.  Member  Second  Biethren  Church  (Mox- 
ham),  Johnstown,  Penna.  Served  in  offices  of  Deacon, 
S.  S.  Superintendent,  and  S.  S.  Teacher.  Funeral  Sen-ices 
conducted  by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by  Rev.  George 
H.  Jones,  at  Shank  Funeral  Home,  Windber,  Penna.  In- 
terment in  Richland  Cemetery. 

— Bruce  C.  Shanholtz. 
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BURKE-HOSTETLER.  Jo.seph  E.  Burke  and  Ruth  N. 
Hostetler,  both  of  Washington,  D.  C.  were  joined  in  Holy 
Matrimony  Sunday  evening,  August  23rd  in  the  Second 
Brethren  Church  (Moxham),  Johnstown,  Penna..  before  a 
large  audience  of  relatives  and  friends.  The  undersigned 
read  the  double  ring  ceremony.  Reception  wa.^  held  in  the 
basement  following  the  ceremony. 

— Bruce  C.  Shanholtz. 
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In  the  theatre. 

On  the  radio. 

On  the  signboard, 

In  the  papers  and  magazines, 

/  saw  icJmt  I'm  paid  to  say. 

But  in  the  laboratory, 

In  the  wrecked  automobile. 

In  the  city  jail, 

In  the  roadhouse, 

In  the  veins  of  the  drunk, 

/  tcU  the  truth.  —Selected. 
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I>EL() II BET'S  SELECT  NOTES  FOR  1954 

by 
Wilbur  M.  Smith 

A    ConiBuentary   on   the   International   Bible   Lessons  for 
Christian  Teaching 

This  is  tlie  80th  annual  volume  of  this  unexcelled  lesson  commen- 
tary. It  contains  the  greatest  possible  wealth  of  practical  helps  for 
pastors,  teachers  and  Bible  students,  on  the  Intei-national  Bible  Lessons 
for  Christian  Teaching,  so  compiled  and  tabulated  that  it  can  be  easily 
and  effectively  used. 

A  scholarly  interpretation  of  the  text  is  given — each  lesson  is 
fully  outlined;  a  teacher's  library  is  offered;  methods  are  given  for 
presenting  the  lesson  to  each  age  group;  apt  quotations,  text  questions 
and  subjects  for  discussion  covering  the  entire  ground  of  each  lesson 
are  included. 

This  volume  is  complete  in  every  respect  containing  colored  maps, 
full-page  reproductions  of  paintings,  a  bibliography  and  a  comprehen- 
sive index.  PRICE  $2.75.  Include  10c  for  cost  of  mailing. 


CHRISTIAN    STATIONERY 
SCRIPTURE  TEXT  STATIONERY 

No.  C91.  Rippletone  stock  is  different  and  attractive.  Three 
beautifully  styled  Scripture  verses,  printed  in  blue,  will  prove  a 
great  blessing  to  those  who  read.  48  single  sheets,  size  6  x  10  inches, 
with  supply  of  envelopes  to  match  make  this  box  the  best  value 
available  in  quality  Christian  stationery.  In  attractive  gift  box. 
PRICE  $1.25.  Include  10c  for  cost  of  mailing. 
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Items  of  general  Interest 


We  are  very  appreciative  of  the  great  i-esponse  which 
is  taking  place  as  a  result  of  our  ajjpeal  for  news  items  a 
few  weeks  ago.  We  are  receiving  a  goodly  number  of 
weekly  bulletins;  likewise,  news  reports  and  items  for 
"Coming  Events."  We  would  impress  upon  your  minds 
again  the  fact  that  what  people  want  is  news.  If  you 
keep  sending  in  your  bulletins  and  news  reports,  the 
Brethren  elsewhere  will  know  what  you  are  doing. 
Thanks,  again,  and  keep  up  the  good  work. 


OAK  HILL,  WEST  VIRGINIA.  Fall  Communion  will 
be  held  Sunday  evening,  October  4th. 

On  Sunday  evening,  September  13th,  a  special  service 
was  held  in  the  Oak  Hill  church,  when  Ki  Hang  Oh,  and 
Amie  Jantzen,  leaders  in  the  "Post  War  Awakening 
among  Christian  Students  in  Korea"  movement,  were 
present.  They  told  eye  witness  accounts  of  the  huge  day- 
break prayer  meetings  held  in  Korean  churches.  Colored 
pictures  were  also  shown.  Brother  Aithur  H.  Tinkel  re- 
ports a  very  fine  service. 

ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  .Brother  Freeman  Ankrum 
has  announced  their  Communion  for  Sunday,  October  4th, 
at  7:00  P.  M. 

HAGERSTOWN,  MARYLAND.  Brother  James  E.  Ault 
has  announced  their  Fall  Communion  for  Sunday,  October 
4th,  at  7:00  P.  M. 

Brother  Ault  writes  in  his  bulletin,  on  the  occasion  of 


their  return  from  their  vacation:  "When  we  arrived  horn 
Thursday  night,  a  grand  surprise  awaited  us.  As  the  doc 
was  unlocked  and  the  light  turned  on,  an  artistic  welcom 
sign  on  the  T.  V.  set  met  our  eyes.  Next,  lovely  flowe 
arrangements    on    the    coffee    table    and    bookcase.    Fror 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


COMING  EVENTS 


We  invite  all  Pastors,  church  leaders,  to  avail  them 
selves  of  this  column,  for  announcing  special  events  ii 
their  churches.  Be  sure  the  information  reaches  us  a 
least   three  weeks  ahead  of  date  of  scheduled  event. 


AKRON,  OHIO.  Homecoming  Day — Sunday,  Septembei 
27th,  FIRESTONE  PARK  BRETHREN  features  Rev.  W 
Clayton  Berkshire  at  morning  service,  special  anniver 
sary  program  at  2:00  o'clock,  and  Evangelistic  Service  ai 
7:00  P.  M.,  with  message  by  Rev.  W.  St.  Clair  Benshoff 
Rev.  J.  G.  Dodds,  Pastor. 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  Revival  Services— Septembei 
27  to  October  4th — Rev.  J.  D.  Hamel,  Evangelist;  Revj 
R.  K.  Higgins,  Pastor. 

MEXICO,  INDIANA.  Homcoming  and  Rally  Day— Oc 
tober  4th — All  Day  meeting.  Basket  dinner  at  noon.  Rev 
Gary  Allbritten,  First  Baptist  Church,  Peru,  Indiana 
speaker  at  afternoon  service.  Rev.  Wayne  E.  Swihart. 
Pastor. 

TIOSA,  INDIANA.  Homecoming— September  27th— 
Revival   Meeting — September  28th  to  October  11th — Rev 

S.  M.  Whetstone,  Evangelist;  Rev.  Wayne  Svdhart,  Pas-| 
tor. 

VINCO  (Mineral  Point,  R.  D.  1)  PENNA.  Rally  Day 
and  Holy  Communion — October  4th — Communion  Services 
at  1:00  P.  M.  and  7:00  P.  M.— DEDICATION  OF  FEL- 
LOWSHIP HOUSE— October  11th— Carry-in  Dinner  at 
12:00  noon. 

FLORA,  INDIANA.  Homecoming,  Rally  Day,  and 
DEDICATION  OF  NEW  ORGAN— October  4th^Special 
all  day  meetings;  special  program  by  the  Thrush  family 
from  near  Wabash,  Indiana.  Organ  recital  in  the  after- 
noon. Rev.  C.  A.  Stewart,  Pastor. 

CORINTH  (Twelve  Mile),  INDIANA.  Ordination  Ser- 
vice for  Rev.  John  R.  Turley — October  4th,  afternoon — 
Rev.  G.  L.  Maus,  Dr.  Claud  Studebaker,  and  Rev.  S.  M. 
Whetstone,  officiating.  Revival  Meeting,  with  Rev.  Turley 
preaching — October  4th  to  18th, 

MORRILL,  KANSAS.  Mid-West  District  Conference- 
October  .'Sth  to  8th — Rev.  Thomas  Shannon,  Moderator  of 
the  Conference;  Rev.  Edwin  Puterbaugh,  Host  Pastor. 
Sessions  start  Monday  evening,  7:30  P.  M.;  continuing 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  at  9:15  A.  M.,  1:30  and  7:30 
P.  M.,  and  Thursday,  at  9:15  A.  M.,  closing  at  noon. 

MILLEDGEVILLE,    ILLINOIS.    Central    District    Con- 

( Continued  on  Page  9) 
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Gommunion  Time  For  IBrethren 

THE  TIME  IS  DRAWING  NEAR  when  our  churches 
will  be  observing  the  service  of  Holy  Communion. 
Many  will  do  so,  in  another  week  or  so,  on  World  Wide 
Communion  Sunday,  October  4th.  Others  will  observe  the 
sei'vice  some  other  Sunday  during  the  fall. 

To  this  Editor,  the  Communion  is  the  holiest  of  services 
for  the  Christian  church  member.  It  is  the  high  point  of 
the  church  year,  and  can  be  the  peak  of  spiritual  expe- 
rience. Would  that  it  were  truly  so  in  the  heart  of  every 
Brethren.  ,,  : 

[  The  Roll  Call  of  churches  would  indicate  that  a  good 
attendance  average  at  Communion  Services  would  be 
50%  of  the  membership.  Does  your  church  rate  that  high, 
or  is  your  church  one  of  those  more  fortunate  ones  with 
a  higher  percentage? 

Having  been  a  Pastor  for  a  decade  and  a  half  before 
coming  to  this  office,  the  Editor  knows  something  of  the 
pondering  of  a  pastor  following  a  Communion  Service. 
In  going  over  the  attendance  records  and  comparing  them 
with  the  membership  I'oll,  we  often  were  much  disturbed 
and  puzzled.  People  who  attended  practically  every  wor- 
ship service,  were  noticeably  absent  at  the  Communion. 
People  who  seemed  to  be  the  most  interested  in  the  liv- 
ing of  true  Christian  lives,  were  absent  fi-om  the  Lord's 
tables.  Then  on  the  other  hand,  there  were  those  who 
came  regularly  to  the  Communion  who  almost  never,  at 
any  other  time,  set  foot  inside  the  church. 

Yet,  of  those  who  did  not  attend,  there  were  none  who 
had  failed  to  promise  to  come.  When  these  Brethren  stood 
at  the  sacred  altar  and  took  the  pledge  of  church  mem- 
bership, they  did  promise  to  be  loyal  to  the  church,  and 
to  support  it  in  every  way.  Specifically  stated  or  not, 
they,  in  taking  that  pledge,  promised  to  support  the  Com- 
munion Service.  Often  times  in  seeking  to  determine  why 
people  did  not  attend,  we  discovered  that  sickness  and 
work  accounted  for  a  mighty  small  percentage  of  the  ab- 
sentees. 

Why,  then,  do  people  stay  away  from  the  communion 
service?  To  answer  this  fully,  would  take  many  times 
the  amount  of  room  we  have  here.  Some  say  they  cannot 
commune  because  they  feel  unworthy.  Paul  does  mention 
that  if  a  person  communes  unworthily,  that  he  or  she 
brings  damnation  upon  himself  or  herself.  However,  we 
do  feel  that  this  is  a  logical  excuse,  because  it  admits, 
on  the  part  of  the  individual,  that  something  is  wrong 
ji  their  life  and  that  they  know  it  is  wrong.  Thus,  if 
something  is  wrong  which  keeps  an  individual  from  com- 
•nuning  unworthily,  it  is  wrong  enough  to  endanger  eter- 


nal salvation,  and  whatever  it  is,  it  had  better  be  gotten 
rid  of.  The  communion  is  a  service  prepared  for  those 
who,  pure  in  heart,  humbly  desire  to  obey  the  Lord  in 
this  blessed  "heaven  on  earth"  fellowship.  All  sin  can  be 
washed  away  in  the  blood  of  Christ.  If  there  is  an  un- 
worthiness  as  a  result  of  hidden  sin,  it  had  better  be 
confessed  and  forsaken  right  now. 

People  often  stay  away  because  of  "others  who  com- 
mune." This  is  undoubtedly  a  very  distasteful  paragraph, 
nevertheless,  it  is  true.  We  have  heard  it  from  lips  of 
church  members.  We  grant  that  there  are  often  in  the 
church  those  whose  lives  do  not  back  up  their  profession; 
often  these  people  are  in  places  of  high  position  and 
authority  in  the  church.  W^e  feel  though,  that  as  Jesus 
said  of  the  poor,  "always  with  you,"  so  it  is  with  those 
in  the  church  who  live  such  lives.  We  feel,  though,  that 
for  an  individual  to  refuse  to  commune  because  of  cer- 
tain ones  in  the  church  is  the  wrong  attitude.  Never  let 
it  be  said  that  anyone  kept  us  from  obeying  the  com- 
mand of  Christ  to  commune.  Never  let  it  be  said  that  we 
let  some  one  else  stand  between  us  and  our  fellowship 
with  Christ.  Sometimes  we  have  to  bury  our  pride,  but 
if  pride  stands  between  us  and  the  gate  to  heaven,  it  had 
better  be  buried — and  deep.  Let  Christian  grace  rule  in 
your  heart,  and  commune  with  a  heart  that  is  pure,  for- 
giving, and  loving.  It  can  be  done,  and  the  joys  and  bless- 
ings from  heaven  under  such  circumstances  ai^e  abundant. 

Often,  people  do  not  see  the  value  of  the  sei'vice.  and 
thus  see  no  need  of  attending.  The  value  is  largely  spir- 
itual. Its  real  help  is  to  the  soul.  In  partaking  of  this 
service,  we  commemorate  the  death  of  our  Lord.  We  at- 
test again  and  again  to  the  fact  that  we  believe  that 
Christ  died  for  our  sins  to  remove  us  from  the  oui'^e  of 
eternal  death.  Any  ablebodied  Christians  who  actually  re- 
joice in  the  cleansing  from  sin  which  Christ  has  given 
to  them  will  never  let  any  obstacle  stand  between  them 
and  their  presence  at  the  communion  tables.  Of  course,  if 
ours  should  happen  to  be  a  legalistic,  works  type  of  sal- 
vation,  with   no    glory   or   praise   for  the   Lamb   of   God, 

(Continued  on  Page   10) 
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WHAT  WAS  IT  THAT  MOTIVATED  THEM?  WHiat 
caused  them  to  leave  the  safe  known  for  the  dan- 
grerous  unknown?  There  was  safety  in  eastern  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  in  the  Carroll  and  Frederick  County  section 
of  Maryland.  In  the  Shenandoah  Valley  of  Virginia,  west 
of  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains,  the  Indian  still  roamed  at 
will  by  the  side  of  the  beautiful  Shenandoah  River,  "The 
Daughter  of  the  Stars."  Any  settler  who  braved  the  for- 
est covered  valley  did  so  at  his  own  risk,  for  the  long  arm 
of  "Uncle  Sam"  could  offer  him  little,  if  any  protection. 
Was  there  some  force  that  drew  them  or  was  there  some 
unsettling  circumstances  and  conditions  that  caused  them 
to  leave  the  scenes  of  their  first  homes,  literally  driving 
them  out?  Our  early  church  fathers,  fresh  from  the  land 
of  oppression,  and  wars  of  no  end,  were  looking  for 
peace  and  freedom  with  the  right  to  woi'ship  God  with- 
out let  or  hindrance. 

TTiere  have  come  to  us,  in  no  unmistaken  terms,  rec- 
ords of  many  unpleasantries;  at  times,  persecutions  al- 
most to  the  point  of  death  during  the  days  of  the  Rev- 
olutionary War.  It  is  the  feeling  of  the  Author  that  the 
unknown  perils  of  the  Virginia  wilderness  were  more  to 
be  endured  than  the  certain  resti-ictions  placed  upon  their 
peaceful  GeiTnan  minds  in  the  war. 

During  the  period  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  from 
1775  to  1781,  we  find  that  there  was  a  migration  from 
the  fertile  fields  in  the  vicinity  of  York,  Pennsylvania, 
and  from  the  rolling  hills  in  and  around  Pipe  Creek  Val- 
ley, Maryland.  While  new's  traveled  slowly  in  the  wilder- 
ness, nevertheless  it  traveled.  The  Huntei-,  the  Explorer 
and   the  passerby,  all  carried   messages  to  civilization. 

In  the  year  1768  there  was  a  family  by  the  name  of 
Heni-y  Kagey  living  on  Smith  Creek,  not  far  from  the 
present  city  of  New  Market,  Virginia.  To  this  section  of 
the  forest,  as  it  was  called,  John  Garber  and  members 
of  his  family  came  in  177.5.  Their  location  was  in  the 
valley  not  far  from  the  present  village  of  Forestville.  In 
fact  the  hills  and  valleys  were  covered  with  such  a  growth 
of  trees  that  when  a  group  .settled  on  the  banks  of  Hol- 
man's  Creek,  in  Shenandoah  County,  in  1800  there  was 
no    difficulty    in    naming    their   settlement,    "Forestville." 

To  this  section  came  the  Wines,  the  Moyers  (Myers) 
The  Bowmans,  The  Garbers,  The  Millers  and  others.  Some 
of  the  .Bowmans  went  on  farther  south  to  Franklin  Coun- 
ty, Virginia,  where  we  find  them,  down  to  the  seventh 
generation,  faithful  to  the  cause.  Some  tarried  not  long 
in  Franklin  County,  but  journeyed  on  farther  south,  and 
8o  we  find  them  in  Tennessee,  still  faithful  to  the  estab- 
lished work  of  their  ancestors. 


When  John  Garber  came  to  the  Valley,  he  left  tw( 
older  sons  in  the  Beaver  Dam  section  of  Maryland.  Thej 
were  married.  He  brought  five  of  his  seven  sons  wit 
him.  The  two  remaining  in  Maryland  were  sons-in-law 
of  Elder  Jacob  Stoner  of  Frederick  County,  Maryland 
These  tarried  in  Maryland  coming  to  join  their  father 
mother,  sisters  and  brothers  later. 

When  John  Garber  came  to  this  section  of  the  Valley 
it  was  a  matter  of  getting  settled,  and  proceeding  tc 
hew  from  the  rugged  and  rocky  wilderness,  a  home  foi 
themselves.  John  was  a  Minister,  in  fact  he  was  the  first 
Brethren  Minister  to  come  to  this  section  of  the  state, 
However,  the  first  seven  or  more  years  was  more  or  less 
a  family  enterprise.  It  was  quite  a  number  of  years  be- 
fore a  church  building  was  erected.  There  is  accompany- 
ing this  effort  a  picture  of  their  first  church.  This  was 
erected  in  1841  and  razed  in  .1906  to  make  way  for  the 
present  brick  structure.  We  give  the  picture  of  the  for- 
mer chui-ch  as  it  has  long  since  given  way  to  the  new, 
rather  than  a  picture  of  the  new  for  it  is  there  for  all  to 
see  who  care  to  visit  the  site.  The  origin  of  the  name 
may  as  well  be  given  in  this  connection,  and  used  here-j 
after.  This  is  a  limestone  section  with  the  ridges  and 
vai'ious  forms  of  I'ock  showing  great  pressure  and  geolog- 
ical upheavals.  There  was  a  section  free  of  trees,  grass 
or  vegetation  of  any  kind  which  covered  an  acre  or  more.; 
Here  they  built  their  church  upon  the  expanse  of  flat 
rock,   and  naturally  it  became  "Flat  Rock"  church. 

Since  the  Kageys  and  the  Garbers  lived  but  some  eight 
miles  apai't,  which  was  really  close  neighbors  in  the  wil- 
derness, they  must  have  fellowshipped  together  and  wor- 
shipped together  in  their  homes. 

Following  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  there 
came  to  the  Flat  Rock  section  four  families  of  friends. 
They  were  Jacob  Miller  from  Beaver  Dam,  Maryland, 
who  had  emigrated  there  from  York,  Pennsylvania,  who 
came  with  his  wife  and  three  small  children;  Michael 
Wine,  who  had  traveled  much  the  same  course  as  Millei% 
came  with  his  wife  and  five  small  children  under  nine 
years  of  age.  Samuel  and  Martin  Garber  came  with  their 
wives,  who  were  sisters,  to  join  relatives  in  the  Valley. 
That  these  six  families  worshipped  together,  there  is  no 
doubt.  We  find  no  evidence  of  such  worship  but  this  need 
be  no  surprise.  They  were  a  small  colony  of  Brethren  in 
a  lonely  Indian  infested  wilderness.  They  had  their  nat- 
ural leader,  John  Garber,  and  their  humble  homes  were 
large  enough  for  all  interested  and  in  this  manner  was 
laid  a  base  for  the  later  organization.  John  Garber  had 
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been  a  Minister  to  them   at   Beaver  Dam   before  cominfr 
to  the  Valley  of  Virginia. 

The  settlers  in  t'he  lonely  wilderness  W(;re  giaddcjned  in 
1785  when  six  more  families  came  to  Flat  Rock,  doubling 
the  membership.  One  told  another  back  in  Pennsylvania 
and  Maryland,  and  so  yearly  ai-rivals  wen'  the  rule.  ,i;y 
the  year  1787  thirty-two  families  in  all  had  come  and  a 
larger  part  had  settled  in  the  Flat  Rock  section  though 
some  went  on  farther  south  to  Linville  Creek  and  piob- 
ably  Cook's  Creek.  The  village  of  Timberviile  some  six 
miles  south  of  Forestville,  received  its  name  from  the 
same  basic  fact,  that  of  forests  or  timber. 

The  year  1787  recoi-ds  the  first  known  death  among  the 
settlers.    It    was    twelve    years    since    John    Garber,    his 
wife    Barbara   and    their  younger   children   came   to    Flat 
Rock.   The  first  seven  they  had  pioneered   in  the  forest. 
The  last  five  his  form  had  taken  on  Patriarchal  stature, 
leaving    him    loved    and    admired   by    all    who    knew   him. 
Among  his  friends  he  counted  the  roving  Indian.  In  the 
autumn  of  1787  he  became  ill.  September  third  he  made 
his  will.  The  same  will  was  probated  on  December  twen- 
ty-seventh of  the  same  year  denoting  that  between  these 
dates  he  closed  his  eyes  in  death.  His  birth  was  thought 
j  to  be  in  the  year  1733,  therefore  he  was  at  the  time  of 
I  his  death,  if  his  birth  date  was  correct,  54  years  of  age. 
j  It  has  been  recorded  that  all  his  family  except  one  was 
!  present  at  his  passing.  Tradition  also  persists  that  there 
were  some  of  his   Indian  friends   present  to  witness   the 
event. 

John  Garber  was  very  likely  the  first  of  the  Virginia 
Brethren  to  pass  to  his  reward,  and  the  first  to  be  in- 
terred at  Flat  Rock.  "Here  in  the  family  plot  beyond  the 
spring  where  the  ground  gently  slopes  toward  the  sun, 
his  weary  body  found  its  last  resting  place.  It  is  marked 
by  a  small  flat  grave  stone  bearing  the  inscription — 

"17  J.  H.  G.  87," 

a  testimony  to  both  the  sturdy  life  he  had  lived  and  to 
the  modest  spirit  in  which  he  had  lived  it." 

Following  the  death  of  the  first  Minister  of  the  Breth- 


ren t()  come  to  the  Valley,  direction  of  the  work  fell  into 
other  hands.  Among  these  were  thoH*:  of  John  Glick  and 
Samuel  and  Martin  Garber,  «onH  of  John.  John  Glick  hml 
coiric  to  this  section  with  hJH  father  John,  and  two  broth- 
ers about  the  year  ITCH.  Tha  fimily  had  .settled  West  of 
Mount  Jackson  near  the  Shenandoah  Mountain.  John  Jr., 
made  his  way  farther  .south  and  was  a  witneHH  to  the 
will  of  John  (Jarber. 

The  new  leadeis  caught  the  spirit  of  the  Founder  of 
the  Flat  Rock  community.  The  Settlement  continued  to 
grow.  New  centers  weie  established  at  the  mouth  of  Lin- 
ville Creek,  above  Broadway,  anothei-  at  the  headwaters 
of  Cook's  Creek  a  few  miles  west  of  Harrisonburg.  All 
the    ministciial    services    were    supplied    from    Flat    Rock. 

Some  months  following  the  death  of  John  Garber,  an- 
other migration  brought  to  the  Valley  a  large  group  of 
settlers.  Among  these  were  the  Bowman  brothers,  Peter, 
Benjamin  and  Joseph,  two  of  whom  were  Ministers.  They 
settled  south  of  Flat  Rock  in  the  Linville  Creek  section. 
Joseph  became  an  outstanding  churchman  and  civic  lead- 
er. He  lived  on  a  farm  purchased  June  15,  1787.  The 
Post  Office  for  this  section  was  in  his  house.  He  became 
the  first  Postmaster.  The  Post  Office  was  later  moved  to 
Broadway. 

About  this  time  there  was  a  migration  away  from 
Flat  Rock  as  the  families  grew  and  there  was  need  for 
more  land.  "On  the  26th  of  Api-il,  1790,  John  Flory,  who 
had  lived  at  Flat  Rock  for  several  years,  married  Cath- 
erine Garber,  Elder  John  Garber's  second  daughter  and 
they  moved  to  their  new  home  near  the  main  road,  later 
the  Valley  Pike,  three  miles  south-west  of  Harrisonburg, 
in  the  Cook's  Creek  congregation. 

Almost  at  the  same  time  her  brother.  Daniel  Garber, 
married  Susan  Miller,  daughter  of  Jacob  Miller,  of  Flat 
Rock,  and  moved  to  the  settlement  on  Cook's  Creek.  In 
the  year  1790,  Abraham  Garber,  older  brother  of  Daniel 
and   Catherine,   married   Elizabeth   Humbert,  daughter  of 

(Continued   on   Page   8) 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIS 


PROGRAM  OF  THE  MID-WEST  DISTRICT  CONFERENCE 


October   5+h   to   8+h,    1953 


Morrill,     Kansas 
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CONFERENCE   OFFICERS 

Moderator Rev.  Thomas  Shannon 

Vice-Moderator   Rev.  John   Burton 

Secretary   Mrs.  Mary  E.  Rieger 

Ti-easui-er    Mrs.  Ernest  McKini 

Statistician    K.    J.    White 

Conference  Song  Director   Rev.  John  Burton 

Pianist    Mrs.   Olin   Davis 


Guest  Speakers:  Dr.  Glenn  L.  Clayton, 

Rev.  W.  St.  Clair  Benshoff. 


Conference  Motto:  "Into  All  The  World" 
Conference  Theme:  "As  Ye  Go,  Preach" 


Monday  evening  October  5 

7:30     Song  Service 

7:45     Devotions   Morrill  Delegate 

8 :00     Address  of  welcome Rev.  Edwin  P'uterbaugh 

Response  by  a  delegate  from  each  church. 
Appointment  of  Committees:  Credential,  Nominat- 
ing. 

Address    Vice  Moderator,  Rev.  John  Burton 

"Building  The  Church" 

Tuesday  morning  October  6 

9:15     Song  Service 

9:25     Devotions   Mulvane,  Kansas,  Delegate 

9:35     Business  Session 

Report  of  Credential  Committee 

Election  of  officers 

Report  of  Committee  on  Corporation 

Report  of  Ministerial  Examining  Board 

Other  Business 

.Announcements 

Song 

11:30     Moderator's  Address   Rev.  Thomas  Shannon, 

Carleton,  Nebraska 

Tuesday  afternoon 

1:30     Song  Service 

1 :45     Devotions    McLouth,   Kansas,   Delegate 

2:00     Missionary  Interests 

2:30     Sermon Rev.  John  Bower,  McLouth.  Kansas 

3:00     Group  Sessions: 

W.  M.  S.,  Laymen,  Ministers,  Youth 


Tuesday  evening 

7:30     Song  Service 

7:45     Devotions   Fort  Scott,  Kansas,  Delegat 

8:00     Sermon.. Rev.  EdMdn  Puterbaugh,  Morrill,  Kansa 

Wednesday  morning  October  7 

9:15     Song  Service 

9:25     Devotions    Cheyenne,    Wyoming,    Delegati 

9:35     Business  Session: 

Woman's  Missionary  Report 

Mrs.  Jennie  Lietch,  District  Presideni 

Laymen    Lester  Peel 

Camp  Wyandotte   Mrs.  Raymond  Landes 

Statistician   K,  J.  White 

District  Evangelist Rev.  John  Burtor 

College  Trustees John  Licht> 

Unfinished  Business 
New  Business 
Song 

11:30     Sermon  ..Rev.  Frank  Garber,  Cheyenne,  Wyoming 

Wednesday  afternoon 

1:30     Song  Service 

Devotions    Carleton,   Nebraska,   Delegate 

2:00     College  and  Seminary   Dr.  Glenn  L.  Clayton 

2:30     Special  Report 

Wednesday  evening 

7:30     Song  Service 

Devotions    Falls  City,  Delegate 

8:00     Sermon  Rev.  W.  St.  Clair  .Benshoff 

Pictures 

Thursday  morning  October  8 

9:15     Song  Service 

Devotions    Mrs.   Edwin   Puterbaugh 

9:30     Closing  Business 

9:50     Publication's  Report  .  .Rev.  W.  St.  Clair  Benshoff 
10:15     Ti-easurer's  Report 
Secretary's  Report 

10:35     Sermon Dr.  Glenn  L.  Clayton 

11:10     Installation  of  new  officers 

Special  Music  will  be  given  throughout  the  program 


WOMAN'S  MISSIONARY  PROGRAM 

Tuesday  afternoon 

Call  to   Worship    Psalm  24:1 

Theme  Song:— "He  Leadeth  Me" 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Missionary    Department 


A  LETTER  FROM  BOB  BISCHOF 

Lassa,  via  Garkida  and  Jos 
Nigeria,  iBritisii  West  Altica 
August  26,  1953 

Dear  Ida  and  Doc:    (This  one  came  to  the  Lindowers) 

Have  been  writing  mostly  letters  to  the  office  and  so  I 
thought  this  time  I  would  write  one  to  the  house  and 
maybe  include  a  few  items  of  business  in  it. 

We  enjoyed  your  last  letter,  Ida,  particularly  the  sec- 
tions dealing  with  the  college  and  the  various  people  who 
are  getting  married.  Sounds  as  though  the  college  is  still 
living  up  to  its  name  as  a  match  factory.  We  may  not  be 
able  to  recognize  the  college  campus  when  we  get  back, 
with  all  the  building  that  is  going  on.  We  are  glad  that 
everything  is  going  so  well  .  .  . 

Bea  is  very  busy  now.  She  is  in  charge  of  the  dispen- 
sary and  is,  of  course,  working  at  the  hospital  and  will  be 
supervisor  there  when  the  Pfalsgraffs  go  home  on  fur- 
lough. They  are  due  to  leave  Lassa  some  time  during  the 
early  part  of  December. 

At  the  moment,  all  of  us  here  at  Lassa  are  anxiously 
awaiting  news  as  to  when  the  new  doctor  and  his  wife 
will  leave  the  States.  They  are  supposed  to  leave  some 
time  during  the  latter  part  of  September.  He  just  finished 
his  internship  at  Indiana  and  she  just  graduated  from 
nui'ses'  training  in  June.  Their  name  is  Hammers  and 
his  father  is  one  of  the  professors  at  North  Manchester 
College. 

There  isn't  much  for  me  to  do  now,  but  teach  my 
classes  of  English  and  study  language.  Most  of  the  paths 
to  the  various  villages  are  closed  to  motor  travel,  and 
even  to  walk  you  have  to  go  through  a  lot  of  mud.  The 
mail  man  that  we  sent  to  Gulak  the  other  day  just  re- 
turned and  said  the  river  was  as  deep  as  his  shoulders. 
This  is  the  river  we  drive  through  in  the  dry  season  to 
go  over  into  the  Higi  Country. 

About  a  month  ago,  Mrs.  Bowman,  the  wife  of  the  mis- 
sionary at  Gulak  was  here  for  a  minor  operation.  When 
it  came  time  for  her  to  go  home,  we  had  to  carry  her 
across  the  river  and  it  was  then  above  our  waists. 

The  government  wants  to  establish  a  leper  village  for 
the  treatment  of  lepers  on  the  other  side  of  the  river, 
about  seven  miles  from  Lassa,  and  they  want  the  Lassa 
doctor  to  supervise  it.  Some  time  this  year  they  are  to 
bring  several  boats  here  for  'him  to  use  in  crossing  the 
river.  Last  night  there  was  a  hard  rain  here,  but  the  sun 
was  nice  and  bright  today  and  things  dried  off  very  well. 

Our  garden  has  been  doing  very  well;  this  morning  the 
gardener  brought  over  four  buckets  full  of  tomatoes, 
some  of  them  weighed  more  than  a  pound.  Bea  has  been 
doing  quite  a  bit  of  canning.  Yesterday  six  cans  of  toma- 
toes, seven  of  com  and  two  of  guava  sauce. 

.  .  .  Wish  you  all  could  come  over  here.  You  would  like 
it  vei-y  much.   It   just   doesn't   seem   possible   that   it   will 


soon  be  a  year  since  w(;  left  the  States.  We  have  bef;n 
veiy  happy  and  contented  in  the  work  and  learn  t«  love 
it  more  each  day. 

llo]j(;  this  letter  finds  you  all  well. 

best  wishes  to  all, 

Bob. 


DIME  COLLECTORS  AVAILABLE 

We  have  dime  collectors  on  hand  for  churches,  Sunday 
schools,  classes  and  other  organizations  that  may  wish  to 
use  them  for  a  larger  Home  Mission  offering.  If  you 
desire  to  have  some,  please  write,  stating  how  many  you 
can  use  and  how  you  plan  to  use  them. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

SUPERINTENDENTS,  YOUTH  LEADERS. 

MISSIONARY  COMMITTEES 

PASTORS 

We  will  make  available  to  all  who  write  in,  the  follow- 
ing Home  Mission  playlets  published  by  the  National 
Sunday  School  Association  some  years  ago: 

"The  Why  of  Home  Missions,"  by  Mrs.  W\  S.  Benshoff 

"Whom  Shall  I  send?"  by  Rua  Ronk. 

These  playlets  are  suitable  for  the  opening  senice  in 
the  Sunday  school  or  as  a  feature  in  the  Sunday  evening 
service. 


ME  AND  GOD— WE  DID  IT 

(This  is  stewardship  in  action — ^simple  and  yet  so  pro- 
found. What  a  difference  it  would  make  in  our  churches 
if  adults  would  catch  the  vision  of  boing  steward.*^  in 
ways  so  practical  and  simple.) 

My  name  is  Johnny.  I'm  a  partner  with  God  'cause  our 
pastor  said  so.  I  like  being  His  partner. 

You  know  Edward,  the  boy  in  the  broA\Ti  house  ?  He 
didn't  g"0  to  Sunday  school.  He  swears  sometimes  too.  but 
I  brought  him  to  Sunday  school. 

He  didn't  want  to  go,  hut  I  asked  him  to  one  Sunday 
morning.  He  said,  "Naw,"  but  he  walked  with  me  for  a 
ways.  When  we  came  to  the  store,  he  wanted  to  stay  and 
buy  candy.  I  said.  "Let's  go."  When  we  got  to  the  play- 
ground, he  said,  '"Let's  swing."  but  I  said.  "We'll  have 
more  fun  in  Sunday  school."  When  we  got  to  the  door,  he 
said,  "I  don't  want  to,''  but  I  said.  "The  teacher  is  nice." 

We  went  in,  and  Edwai-d  liked  it.  He  wants    to    come 

(Continued  on   Page   14^ 
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Breilireii    Church    History 

I)v     Kev.     rreeman     .\nliriiiu 


Flat  Rock,  Virginia,  Chinch 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 

one  of  the  early  settlers  at  Flat  Rock,  and  they  went  to 
make   their  home   on  Middle   River  in  Augusta   County." 

J.  D.  Wine,  Genealogist,  Author,  Church  historian  and 
friend  of  the  author  for  many  years,  of  Forestville,  Vir- 
gniia,  states,  "It  seems  to  be  a  safe  presumption  that  no 
church  i-ecords  were  kept  at  Flat  Rock  before  1800.  The 
oldest  record  that  has  been  discovered  is  to  the  effect 
that  John  Kagey  was  elected  to  the  Ministry  in  1800. 
There  is  no  reason  to  think  that  the  Brethren  at  Flat 
Rock  were  ever  organized  into  a  congregation.  They  were 
on  a  new  adventure  and  functioned  as  a  congregation  be- 
cause they  were  Christian." 

"Martin  Garber  passed  on  to  his  reward  in  1814,  after 
having  served  very  efficiently  in  the  leadership  of  the 
church  following  the  death  of  his  father  in  1787.  Samuel 
Garber  continued  his  Evangelistic  Ministry  partly  at 
home  but  mostly  away,  until  the  early  years  of  the  nine- 
teenth century  when  he  moved  with  his  family  to  Ten- 
nessee, where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life  in  service 
for  his  Master  whom  he  loved  and  served  with  great  zeal 
and  efficiency." 

The  work  of  the  church  ebbed  and  flowed  as  it  were. 
There  were  times  of  growth  and  there  were  times  of  lit- 
tle if  any  progress.  It  was  during  one  of  these  ebbs  that 
there  came  to  the  section  in  1812,  John  Zeigler,  who  had 
come  from  Pennsylvania  with  his  father-in-law,  John 
Kline.  He  came  to  make  his  home  on  the  north  bank  of 
the  Shenandoah  River  at  what  is  now  Timberville,  six 
miles  south  of  Flat  Rock.  He  and  his  wife  and  two  little 
boys  were  the  first  settlers  there.  In  1832  he  built  tlie 
large  farm  house  that  still  stands  near  the  river,  and 
equipped  with  movable  partitions  for  the  convenience 
of  worshipping  groups. 

The  Flat  Rock  congi-egation  before  the  division  of  the 
field  extended  all  the  way  to  the  Potomac  River  North 
of  Winchester. 

The  John  Garber  family  was  a  strong  factor  in  shaping 
the  religious  life  in  the  Valley  in  and  around  Flat  Rock. 
He  was  the  real  founder  of  the  work,  though  an  edifice 
was  not  erected  for  over  a  half  century  following  his 
death.  Six  sons  and  two  sons-in-law  became  Ministers  in 
that  early  day.  Shenandoah  County,  the  scene  of  their 
labors  is  richer  today  because  of  their  lives  so  long  ago. 
For  more  than  sixty  years,  meetings  were  held  in  the 
houses  of  the  members,  one  or  more  houses  in  each  com- 
munity being  built  so  that  partitions  could  be  raised  and 
several  rooms  thrown  together  at  the  time  of  the  meet- 
ing to  accommodate  the  worshippers.  Three  of  these 
houses  still  stand.  They  are  the  Michael  Wine  house,  to 
be  described  in  a  later  article;  a  house  in  Timberville 
and  the  "Myers"  home  on  Holman  Creek,  now  owned  by 
M.  B.  Zirkle,  and  used  as  his  home. 

In  those  early  days  when  they  gathered  in  the  homes 


especially  prepared  for  the  service,  it  was  customary  f,(| 
the  host  to  feed  the  congregation.  Later,  as  the  congn] 
gations  became  larger,  other  members  in  the  vicinitj 
would  bring  food  and  thus  share  in  the  matter  of  ente; 
tainment.  This  arrangement  was  continued  until  184 1 
when  the  first  church  was  built  at  Flat  Rock.  Again  \\l 
quote  from  our  friend  of  many  years,  J.  D.  Wine,  Authcj 
of  "The  Wine  Family  in  America." 

"In  1841,  as  already  noted,  the  first  Flat  Rock  Churcl 
was  built,  taking  its  name  from  its  location  on  the  grea| 
flat  limestone  on  the  south  corner  of  Michael  Wine' 
farm.  The  building  was  of  brick,  35  by  56  feet  in  siz(| 
Later  a  wooden  kitchen  was  built  on  the  northeast  enc| 
The  great  flat  rock  covered  several  acres. 

"In  building  this  church  the  builders  neglected  leavinjl 
air  spaces  in  the  foundation  wall,  beneath  the  floor.  No 
long  afterward,  one  day  when  the  church  was  filled  witl| 
people,  the  floor  gave  way  and  dropped  about  two  and 
half  feet   down   on   the  solid   rock.    Before   repairing  th< 
floor,  four  or  five  large  openings  were  knocked  out  of  tht 
foundation  wall  on  each  side. 

"With  the  new  floor  and  ventilation  underneath  to  pre 
vent  decay,  the  building  was  in  frequent  use  for  manj 
years,  but  in  due  time  the  walls  began  to  crack. 

"In  1906,  the  old  church  was  torn  down  and  anothei 
building,  the  present  brick  church,  was  erected.  The  dedi- 
cation sermon  was  preached  on  October  6,  1907  by  Elder 
Henry  C.  Early.  The  ci'owd  present  on  that  occasion, 
which  could  have  filled  the  church  twice,  was  estimated  at 
one  thousand  or  more." 

Inasmuch  as  an  institution.  Church,  or  whatever  or- 
ganization it  may  be  has  no  existence  or  life  apart  fromi 
its  leadership  or  organizers,  we  give  the  Ministers  of 
the  Flat  Rock  church  from  the  time  of  its  inception  in 
1775  to  the  present  time.  They  are:  (and  we  are  not  giv- 
ing the  dates  of  their  Ministry),  John  Garber,  Martin 
Garbex',  Samuel  Garber,  John  Glick,  Jr.,  Jacob  Good, 
John  Kagey,  Christian  Myers,  Abraham  Knupp,  Isaac 
Myers,  Jacob  Wine,  David  Cline,  John  Neff,  Abram  Neff, 
John  Eiles,  Daniel  Hays,  Samuel  H.  Myers,  Michael  Good, 
Benjamin  W.  Neff,  John  F.  Driver,  Daniel  P.  Wine, 
(father  of  Historian  J.  D.  Wine),  B.  Frank  Garber,  John 
W.  Wayland,  J.  Carson  Miller,  Abram  Kagey,  John  H. 
Garber,  Charles  Nesselrodt,  Isaac  M.  Neff,  J.  Theodore 
Layman,  L.  D.  Wakeman,  Arthur  B.  Miller,  David  B. 
Good,  Benjamin  F.  Good,  N.  J.  Miller  and  Galen  Wine, 
son  of  Historian  J.  D.  Wine  and  grandson  of  Elder  D.  P. 
Wine. 

Many  of  those  who  served  the  church  so  faithfully,  rest 
from  their  labors  just  a  few  hundred  yards  west  of  the 
church  on  the  ridge  in  the  beautiful  and  well  kept  ceme- 
tery. Here  there  are  graves  going  back  to  the  very  in- 
fancy of  the  church.  To  the  west  from  the  cemetery  may 
be  seen  by  the  side  of  the  valley  the  foot  hills  and  the 
undulating  Shenandoah  Mountains  part  of  the  Allegha- 
nies.  Turning  to  the  east  may  be  seen  the  Massanutten 
Range  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  with  New  Market  Gap  looming 
up  so  prominently  as  to  deceive  the  traveler  as  to  the 
miles  required  to  mount  to  its  summit.  In  their  various 
moods  they  are  always  beautiful. 

The  Author  has  more  than  a  passing  interest  in  the 
Flat    Rock    Church    and    cemetery.    He   has   been    visiting 
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Hhis  community  for  some  two  score  year's.  lOven  bciora 
cjever  setting  foot  in  this  section  or  learning  to  know  its 
friendly  citizens,  he  had  been  enraptured  by  stories  told 
him  by  an  Uncle,  Arch  Anki'urn,  of  New  Concord,  Ohio, 
who  had  campaigned  in  this  itnmediate  section  during  the 
struggle  between  the  (Blue  and  the  Gray. 

He  told  the  Author  how  he  had  carried  water,  as  a 
young  soldier  from  the  immense  Spring  located  on  the 
Myers  place,  the  old  J.  W.  Myers  home  near  Holnian's 
Creek  just  outside  the  village  of  Forestville.  The  house 
is  still  standing.  One  room  which  was  used  for  meetings 
of  the  Confederate  Staff  Officers  during  the  war  has 
always  been  of  especial  interest  to  the  Authoi-.  The  house 
by  w'hich  the  young  soldier  from  Ohio  walked  with  his 
canteens,  is  still  standing,  though  no  longer  in  use  as  a 
dwelling.  The  stories  of  the  Shenandoah  Valley  told  by 
the  aging  soldier  were  not  overdrawn,  the  Author  found 
in  later  life.  The  country  bore  the  furor  and  destruction 
of  war  and  was  the  victim  of  many  raids  by  both  ai'mies. 
The  road  through  Forestville  during  the  war  between 
the  states  was  the  main  road  at  the  time  through  this 
section  and  was  heavily  traveled  by  the  feet  of  marching- 
armies.  This  road  was  older  than  the  present  Valley  Pike. 

The  live  stock  was  driven  from  time  to  time  to  the 
mountains  to  preserve  them  from  the  raiders,  we  were 
told  by  one  who  as  a  boy  had  that  task.  One  army 
camped  on  the  farm  and  was  paid  somewhat  of  a  bribe  to 
spare   the    standing   corn.    However,   when   time   came   to 
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l(;ave,  the  leaving  was  ho  ha.nty  that  il  <  u.-,/i<:d  through  the 
field,  completely  destroying  it. 

There  stand.s  today  in  ForeHtville,  a  Mill  used  until 
a  few  years  ago  for  the  grinding  of  grain,  jK^wered  by 
the  waters  of  Tfolman's  Creek,  which  in  Raid  U)  h*t  the 
only  Mill  to  have  survived  the  raideiH  and  the  firebrandH 
of  those  ordered  to  burn  Ixjtli  barriH  and  milla.  It  may 
be  said  in  this  connection  that  the  Myers  family  which 
before  the  uncivil  strife  was  one  of  wealth  and  pOHBeswKl 
of  many  acres,  emerged  with  only  a  small  acreage  and  a 
home.  The  Myers  family  lived  on  the  Creek  before  1800 
up  to  a  few  years  ago  when  following  the  death  of  Jo- 
seph   W.    Myers,   the    land    passed   into    other   hands. 

Jo.seph  W.  Myers  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Deacon 
in  the  Flat  Rock  Church,  November  8,  1902,  and  was  in- 
stalled February  7,  1903.  He  sei-ved  faithfully  until  his 
death,  January  22,  1940.  At  the  time  of  his  election  to 
the  office  of  Deacon,  his  cousin  and  neighbor,  J.  D. 
Wine,  was  also  elected  and  they  were  installed  together. 
J.  D.  Wine  is  still  active  in  the  office  to  which  he  was 
installed  over  fifty  years  ago. 

The  Flat  Rock  Church  consists  today  of  a  total  of  four 
preaching  lioints,  counting  the  mother  church.  They  are 
namely  Cedar  Grove,  four  miles  north  of  New  Market; 
Hermon,  nine  miles  west  of  Mount  Jackson  and  Stony 
Creek,  ten  miles  and  a  half  northeast  of  Mount  Jackson. 
The   membership   totals   more  than   three   hundred. 

— Saint  James,  Mai-yland. 
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ference — October  8th  to  11th — Rev.  J.  D.  Hamel,  Moder- 
ator of  the  Conference;  Rev.  H.  H.  Rowsey,  Host  Pastor. 
Sessions  start  Thursday  evening,  7:30  P.  M.;  continue  Fri- 
day and  Saturday,  at  8:30  A.  M.,  1:30  and  7:30  P.  M.; 
with  Sunday  services  at  10:00,  11:00  A.  M.,  and  1:30 
P.  M. 

ASHLAND  COLLEGE.  Homecoming— Saturday,  Octo- 
ber 17th— DEDICATION  OF  THE  NEW  MOLLER  PIPE 

ORGAN  in  the  Ashland  College  Memorial  Chapel — Sun- 
day, October  18th^ — Time  of  activities  will  be  announced 
in  next  week's  Evangelist. 

LINWOOD,  MARYLAND.  Fall  Rally  Southeastern  Dis- 
trict W.  M.  S.— Thursday,  October  15th— Rey.  Dyoll  Be- 
lote.  Host  Pastor. 

BRYAN,  OHIO.  Revival  Services— October  11th  to  25th 
Rev.  J.  A.  Van  Gorken,  Evangelist;  Rev.  A.  H.  Grumb- 
ling, Pastor. 

COUNTY  LINE  (Lapaz),  INDIANA.  Revival  Services 
— November  2nd  to  15th — Rev.  R.  K.  Higgins,  Evange- 
list; Herbert  R.  Gilmer,  Pastor. 

ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  Revival  Meeting— October 
26th  to  November  8th — Rev.  Percy  C.  Miller,  Evangelist; 
Rev.  Freeman  Ankrum,  Pastor. 


ASHLAND   COLLEGE 

GOSPEL  TEAMS 
READY  FOR  SERVICES 

Are  you  interested  in  the  work  of  young  Christian 
leaders? 

Ashland  College  has  a  fine  group  of  students  who  are 
willing  to  assist  you  in  any  of  your  church  services,  in 
the   way   of  special   music   and  devotional   talks. 

If  you  will  accept  a  team,  the  church  pastor  should 
write  to  the  college,  stating  the  preference  of  a  girl's 
team,  boy's  team,  or  a  mixed  team.  Give  them  the  date 
you  want  them.  Write  also  that  you  want  either  all  music, 
or  music  and  a  speaker. 

For  a  mixed  team,  or  a  boy's  gospel  teaai.  >ou  may 
write  to: 

George   Solomon,   President. 
Men's  Gospel  Team, 
12S  W.  11th  St., 
Ashland.  Ohio. 

If  you  prefer  an  all  girl  team,  write  to: 

Julia  Ann  Tritch, 
Allen   Hall.   Ashland   College. 
Ashland.   (Miio. 

We  will  be  ready  and  waiting  to  hear  from  you. 
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THE   EDITOR'S   PULPIT 

CO.MMLMOX  TIME  FOR  BUETHKEN 

(Continued  from  Page  3) 

then  we  can  see  little,  if  any  need,  of  commemorating 
the  death  of  Christ  in  the  communion  service. 

Such  an  attitude  is  dangerous,  for  it  shows  definitely 
that  conversion  has  not  reached  tiie  heart.  Revelation 
1:5,  6,  says,  "Into  him  that  loved  us,  and  washed  us 
from  our  sins  in  his  own  blood,  and  hath  made  us  kings 
and  priests  unto  God  and  his  Father;  to  him  be  glory  and 
dominion  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen/'  Here  is  the  song  of 
tne  Christian  believer;  here  is  the  rejoicing  of  the  saints 
at  the  communion  table;  here  is  the  theme  song  of  heaven, 
which  the  saints  shall  sing  in  glory  around  the  throne 
of  God,  forever  and  ever.  It  will  not  be  a  forced  singing, 
but  it  will  burst  forth  from  grateful  hearts  which  tiiily 
realize  the  value  of  their  salvation. 

The  true  Christian  likewise,  will  see  a  need  of  being 
at  the  communion  table,  for  it  is  there  that  he  tells  again 
the  story  of  his  salvation.  If  we  do  not  feel  it  is  important 
to  be  at  communion,  then  we'd  better  examine  ourselves. 

Bi-ethren,  Christ  hath  revealed  to  us  the  richer,  deeper 
meanings  of  the  scriptures.  Out  of  the  scriptures  we  have 
taken  literally  the  statements  of  Christ  in  which  He  told 
us  that  as  He  had  washed  the  disciples'  feet,  so  ought 
we  to  wash  one  another's  feet.  This  we  do  in  all  sacred 
simplicity  and  depth  of  spiritual  meaning.  As  Jesus  ate 
a  meal  with  His  disciples,  so  we  fellowship  together  in 
this  way.  After  the  service  of  cleansing,  and  the  service 
of  fellowship,  we  then  as  saints  of  God,  partake  of  the 
sacred  emblems — the  bread  and  the  cup.  What  sweeter 
fellowship  can  heaven  or  earth  supply  than  that  which 
comes  from  Christians  at  the  table  of  the  Lord,  as  they 
partake  of  those  emblems  of  the  sacrificial  Christ,  whose 
suffei-ing  and  death  has  made  possible  such  fellowship? 

Will  you  then  refuse  to  attend  the  communion  in  your 
church?  What  matters  if  there  are  some  attending  whose 
hearts  are  not  right  with  God?  That  is  between  them. 
You  do  not  have  to  answer  for  them;  but  you  must  an- 
swer for  yourself  I 

By  prayer,  and  examination,  let  us  carefully  analyze 
our  own  lives.  Let's  be  sure  our  own  hearts  are  cleansed 
from  all  secret  and  open  sin.  Let's  be  certain  that  oui' 
lives  are  laid  upon  the  altar  of  service  for  Christ.  Then 
we  can  ti-uly  go  to  the  communion  table  in  the  spirit  of 
Christian  love.  The  sei-vice  will  definitely  be  a  blessing 
to  us.  Our  own  lives  will  be  strengthened;  likewise  the 
lives  of  others;  also  the  life  of  the  church  itself. 

.Brethren,  never  underestimate  the  power  of  God  to 
bless  the  efforts  of  faithful  sei-vants.  Showers  of  spirit- 
ual blessings,  often  unexplainable  to  those  apart  fj-om 
Christ,  are  ours  for  our  sincere  obedience  in  all  of  these 
things. 

It  is  our  prayer  that  as  Brethren,  this  fall,  we  might 
find  more  and  more  of  our  people  in  the  comtnunion  ser- 
vices. Wherever  you  are.  Brethren,  won't  you  attend  the 
communion  service  when  it  is  announced  for  youi'  church? 
Christ,  your  Lord,  wants  you  to  be  there.— W.  S.  R. 


ORDINATION  SERVICES  FOR 

REV.  JOHN  R.  TURLEY, 

SUNDAY,  OCTOBER  4TH, 

CORINTH  BRETHREN  CHURCH 

Ordination  Services  for  Rev.  John  R.  Turley  will  be  belt 
Sunday  afternoon,  October  4th,  in  the  Corinth,  Indians 
Brethren  Church.  Dr.  Claud  Studebaker  will  deliver  th. 
ordination  sermon,  and  will  assist  Rev.  G.  L.  Maus,  am 
Rev.  S.  M.  Whetstone,  in  the  ordination  service. 

Brother  Turley  came  from  the  Methodist  Church,  an( 
has  passed  the  Indiana  District  Ministerial  Examininj 
iBoard.  He  will  become  the  new  Pastor  of  the  Corini 
Brethren  Church  at  Twelve  Mile,  Indiana,  on  the  abovi 
date  of  his  Ordination  to  the  Eldership  in  the  Brethrei 
Church. 

The  Church  will  stai't  immediately  in  a  two  week's 
Evangelistic  meeting,  with  Brother  Turley  holding  th( 
meeting. 


Items    of  General    Interest 
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there  on,  surprises  weie  waiting;  More  flower  arrange- 
ments, a  refrigerator  full  of  food,  a  cake  on  the  table, 
groceries  on  the  cupboard,  corn  on  the  cob,  jellies  and 
marmalade.  The  house  was  even  dusted!  This  was  the 
work  of  the  Homemaker's  Guild  and  other  friends,  and 
we  wish  to  give  them  a  very  special  Thank  You." 

WAYNESBORO,  PENNA.  WAYNE  HEIGHTS.  Brother 
N.  V.  Leatherman  informs  us  that  Waynesboro  now  has 
its  own  radio  station,  "WAYZ."  The  station  is  carrying 
a  devotional  period  each  morning  from  9:00  to  9:15  A.  M. 
Brother  Leatherman  will  conduct  these  devotional  pro- 
grams the  week  of  October  5th.  (Area  .Brethren,  and 
others  will  want  to  tune  in  for  these  programs. — WSB.) 

Sunday  evening,  September  20th,  Brother  D.  C.  White 
filled  the  pulpit  for  the  Wayne  Heights  Brethren.  Inci- 
dentally, we  learn  from  Brother  Leatherman's  bulletin 
that  the  Whites  and  Mrs.  Ira  Downey  are  recovering 
fi-om  their  injuries.  They  were  injured  in  an  automobile 
accident  while  on  their  way  to  attend  General  Conference 
in  August.  Mrs.  White  suffered  the  breaking  of  both 
bones    in    one    arm;    all    suffered    shock,    and   bi'uises. 

VINCO,  PENNA.  The  Vinco  Brethren,  under  the  lead- 
ership of  their  Pastor,  Brother  Woodrow  Brant,  has  en- 
tered the  1953  "Christian  Life"  Sunday  School  Atten- 
dance Contest.  This  Contest,  sponsored  by  Christian  Life 
magazine,  runs  from  October  11th,  through  November 
15th. 

Vinco    is    one    of    our    100%    Evangelist    Subscription 
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Churches,  so  we  are  (from  the  Editor's  office)  urging-  ail 
you  Vinco  .Brethren  who  are  reading  this  item  in  you)- 
homes,  to  give  your  full  support  to  your  J'astor,  and 
j  Sunday  Scliool  leaders,  to  help  put  your  church  over  the 
!top.  Last  year,  tremendous  gains  were  made  in  the  Vinco 
church  as  a  result  of  their  entrance  into  the  contest,  whicii 
^ains  have  borae  fruit  all  year. 

'      Rally  Day  and  Holy  Communion  will   be  observed  Sun- 
day, October  4th. 

Vinco's  new  Fellowship  House  will  be  dedicated,  Sun- 
day, October  11th. 

BERLIN,  PENNSYLVANIA.  Under  the  direction  of 
Brother  Lyle  Lichtenberger,  ,Berlin  has  joined  the  group 
of  our  churches  who  regularly  send  out  their  weekly  bul- 
letins to  absentees.  In  this  work,  the  bulletins  are  sent 
to  shut-ins,  and  to  those  who  live  too  far  from  the  church 
to  attend  regularly. 

I  MEYERSDALE,  PENNA.  MAIN  STREET  BRETH- 
I  REN.  Brother  Horace  Huse  has  announced  that  their 
I  Wednesday  evening  Prayer  Meeting  group  has  been  or- 
j  ganized  into  "home  visitation  teams."  He  is  urging  other 

members   of  Ms   church   to   also  join   the    group    in    this 

method  of  reaching  others  for  Christ. 

PITTSBURGH,  PENNA.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Glenn  Shank, 
i  Missionaries  in  preparation  for  the  Philippines,  spent 
I  Sunday,  August  30th,  in  the  Pittsburgh  church.  At  the 
I  morning  service,  Brother  Shank  brought  the  message,  and 

at   the   evening   service,    the     Shanks    presented    colored 

slides  of  their  proposed  work. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO.  PARK  STREET  BRETHREN. 
During  the  Pastor's  vacation,  Dr.  L,  E.  Lindower,  Dean 
of  Ashland  College  brought  the  morning  message  on  Sun- 
day, August  30th,  and  Rev.  Delbert  Flora,  Dean  of  Ash- 
land Theological  Seminary,  brought  the  morning  message 
on  Sunday,  September  6th. 

PLEASANT  HILL,  OHIO.  Brother  Floyd  Sibert  reports 
that  their  Semi-Annual  Leper  offering  was  $107.08.  As 
he  says  in  his  bulletin,  "Some  crippled  hands  may  be 
straightened,  some  leper's  skin  made  new,  and  some  soul 
made  white  as  snow." 

BRYAN,  OHIO.  Brother  Alvin  H.  Grumbling  mentions 
the  placing  of  a  suggestion  box  in  the  church  vestibule, 
for  the  use  of  the  members.  He  suggests  that  the  mem- 
bers note  portions  of  scripture  on  which  they  would  like 
to  hear  him  preach,  or  questions  they  would  like  to  have 
him  answer,  and  drop  them  in  the  box.  Brother  Grumbling 
suggests  that  he  can  then  learn  more  of  the  spiritual 
needs  and  desires  of  his  congregation  and  formulate  his 
sermons  to  meet  these  needs. 

PERU,  INDIANA.  Brother  Milton  .Bowman  has  an- 
nounced Rally  Day  for  Sunday,  October  4th. 

Rev.  Fred  C.  Vanator,  former  Editor  of  Publications, 
now  of  Sarasota,  Florida,  was  present  in  the  Peru  church 
on  Sunday,  September  13th,  and  participated  in  the  wor- 
ship service. 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  Dr.  M.  P.  Puterbaugh, 
of  Kansas  City,  was  guest  speaker  in  the  Milledgeville 
Church  on  Sunday,  September  6th. 

The  Milledgeville  Ministerial  Association  members  and 
their  families  had  a  supper  meeting  in  the  Brethren  par- 
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sonagf,   Tuesday   evening,    September  8th,   the   g^ueHtu   of 
Brother  and  Sister  H.  H.  Rowsey. 

The  School  teachers  of  Milledgeville  will  be  gueHtM 
of  th(;  Milledgeville  Church  at  the  Family  Night  gather- 
ing on  September  28th. 

Holy  Communion  will  be  observed  Sunday  evening,  Oc- 
tober 4th. 

LANARK,  ILI>INOLS.  Brother  H.  FranciH  J{*.-rkrihire, 
Pastor  of  our  Chuich  at  Udell,  Iowa,  wa«  guest  speaker 
in   the   Lanark  Church,  Sunday,  September  6th. 

UDELL,  IOWA.  Brother  Robert  O.  Byler,  Mi.s8ionary  to 
the  Argentine,  presented  a  message  on  his  work  in  South 
America,  in  the  Udell  Church  on  Sunday,  September  20th. 

The  Pastoi',  Brother  H.  Francis  Berkshire  has  given  hi.s 
resignation  to  the  Udell  church,  with  September  27th  be- 
ing his  last  Sunday  with  them.  Brother  Berk.shire  has  ac- 
cepted the  call  of  the  Lanark,  Illinois,  Church,  beginning 
with  them  the  first  of  October. 

Rev.  Elmer  Carrithers,  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  was  guest 
speaker  in  the  Hour  of  Happiness  sei-vice  in  the  Udell 
church,  Sunday  evening,  September  6th. 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  A  service  of  dedication  of  babies 

was  held  on  Sunday,  September  20th. 

CHEYENNE,  WYOMING.  A  card  received  by  the  Edi- 
tor from  the  Pastor,  Brother  P^'rank  W.  Gai-ber,  says,  "We 
have  been  silent  for  some  time,  so  I  decided  today  to 
drop  a  line  to  let  you  know  we  are  very  much  alive.  The 
church  here  is  growing  nicely  in  numbers  and  spirit;  our 
attendance  has  held  up  much  better  than  usual  through 
the  summer  months.  Especially  so,  considering  the  amount 
of  sickness  in  our  midst.  We  now  have  two  in  the  hos- 
pital, and  one  recently  returned;  one  with  a  broken  leg, 
and  two  with  major  operations.  We  plan  a  series  of 
meetings  this  winter.   Will   you  pray  for  us?" 

TUCSON,  ARIZONA.  Brother  Vernon  D.  Grisso  con- 
ducted Baptismal  Services  following  the  morning  sen'ice 
on  September  13th. 

A  continuous  class  on  the  subject  of  "Christian  Life," 
taught  by  the  Pastor,  will  soon  be  started,  meeting  at  the 
Sunday  School  hour.  It  will  consist  of  five  to  seven  les- 
sons on  Christian  living  and  Doctrines,  and  \\i\\  repeat 
itself  for  new  entrants.  It  is  designed  for  all  new  church 
members,  those  anticipating  becoming  a  new  member,  or 
those  desiring  to  refresh  their  knowledge  and  commit- 
ments of  the  past. 

Rallv   Day   is   scheduled   for  October  4th. 


NOTICE 

I  will  be  closing  my  pastorate  with  the  Falls  City, 
jNebr.,  church  Oct.  first.  I  will  b*  open  for  the  following 
service:  another  pastorate;  evangelistic  services:  or  Bible 
conference  work  with  the  use  of  a  new  chart  which  I  have 
developed.  Each  study  closes  with  an  evangelistic  appeal. 

H.  E.  Eppley, 

Box  103, 

Winona  Lake.  Indiana. 
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Topic  for  October  4,   1953 

THE  LOVE  FEAST 

Soripturo  Koadins.s:  John  13:1-19;  1  Cor,  11:20-28;  2  Peter 

2:13;  Jiide   12. 

THE  COMMUNION  SERVICE,  as  practiced  by  the 
Brethren  Church,  is  different  from  that  practiced  by 
the  majority  of  churches.  The  Brethren  communion  ser- 
vice is  full  of  symbolic  pictures  and  therefore  is  rich  in 
suggestiveness  and  meaning.  Our  communion  consists  of 
three  main  parts.  Let  us  examine  each  one  of  these 
briefly. 

1.  THE  WASHING  OF  THE  SAINTS  FEET.  John  13: 
1-19.  The  washing  of  the  saints  feet  suggests  many 
things  to  our  hearts  if  we  are  prepared  to  receive  them. 
In  the  days  of  Jesus,  people  went  to  public  bath  houses 
for  the  cleansing  of  their  bodies.  On  the  way  home  their 
feet  would  become  soiled  and  it  was  the  duty  of  a  slave 
to  wash  the  feet  of  all  the  guests  present  for  the  meal. 
The  baptismal  service  suggests  that  our  sins  have  been 
washed  away  by  the  blood  of  Christ  and  the  feet  wash- 
ing service  symbolizes  the  daily  cleansing  as  we  pass 
through  this  world.  This  part  of  the  service  tells  us  that 
none  of  us  are  perfect  and  that  all  of  us  need  to  con- 
stantly confess  our  sin  to  God  and  to  be  cleansed  through 
the  blood  of  our  Lord. 

The  feet  washing  sei'vice  suggests  the  need  of  humility. 
It  was  only  a  slave  that  would  stoop  to  wash  feet  in 
Jesus'  day.  Jesus  showed  us  his  humility  and  suggests 
that  all  of  us  need  this  humility  when  he  said,  "If  I 
then,  your  Lord  and  Master,  have  washed  your  feet;  ye 
also  ought  to  wash  one  another's  feet." 

This  service  also  suggests  the  need  to  serve  one  an- 
other. Again  the  Apostle  Paul  exhorts  us  in  Gal.  G:2-3, 
"Bear  ye  one  another's  burdens,  and  so  fulfil  the  law  of 
Christ;  For  if  a  man  think  himself  to  be  something, 
when  he  is  nothing,  he  receiveth  himself."  No  matter  how 
great  or  how  small  we  are,  all  of  us  are  expected  to  help 
one  another  whenever  and  wherever  we  can. 

2.  THE  LOVE  FEAST.  I  CORINTHIANS  11:20-28. 
The  Scriptures  teach  us  that  on  the  night  that  Jesus 
was  betrayed,  he  ate  a  meal  with  his  disciples  in  the 
Upper  Room.  St.  Paul  refers  to  it  as  being  the  Lord's 
Supper.  I  Cor.  11:20;  St.  Peter  and  St.  Jude  lefer  to  it 
as  the  Love  Feast.  11  Peter  2:13;  Jude  12. 

In  the  city  of  Corinth  there  were  many  guilds  and 
clubs  that  had  both  rich  and  poor  membeis.  'ITie.se  clubs 
and  guilds  would  meet  at  regular  intei  vals  to  eat  a  meal 
at  which  all  of  the  membeis  were  to  attend.  The  rich 
members  would  bring  more  food  than  the  poorer  ones 
could  bring,  but  they  all  shared  alike  in  the  eating  of  the 
meal.  The  Apostles  saw  in  this  custom  a  way  to  combine 
the  necessity  of  observing  the  Lord's  Supper  and  of  acts 
of  charity.  But  as  time  went  on  the  richer  members  came 
more  and   more  to  eat  their  own  food  before  the  poorer 


members  arrived.  In  I  Cor.  11:21-22  the  Apostle  Pai 
condemns  this  practice.  The  Love  Feast  was  meant  to  h 
a  means  of  charity  and  fellowship,  not  an  opportunity  fc 
show  and  wantonness.  The  first  great  hindrance  to  th 
proper  observance  of  the  communion  service  is  selfish 
uess. 

Irreverence   is   another  hindrance  to  the  proper  obsei 
vance  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  I  Cor.  11:22 — "Or  despise  y 
the  church  of  God?"  The  shameful,  shocking  feature  i 
not  an  irreverent  use  of  the  comnmnion  elements,  but  ir 
reverence  to  God  in  the  person  of  his  Church;  disrespec 
is  shown  to   Him  by  this  open  contempt  for  His  poore 
members.  Such  a  gross  violation  of  charity  and  kindnes: 
is   another  form   of  sacrilege,  as  Paul    views    it.    Chris 
could  not  suffer  the  temple  to  be  used  as  a  place  of  mei- 
chandise,  nor  could  the  Apostle  of  Christ,  that  the  chuic 
should  be  made  an  inn,  a  place  w'here  individuals  or  pri 
vate  gix)ups  were  free  to  attend  to  themselves,  no  mat- 
ter what  happened  to  the  less  fortunate  people.  Chrysos- 
tom  reminds  us  that  "The  Lord's  supper  ought  to  be  com- 
mon. For  the  property  of  the  Lord  does  not  belong  to  one 
servant  and  not  to  another;   it  is  common  to  them   all.' 

3.  THE  EUCHARIST,  OR  THE  COMMUNION  01 
THE  LOAF  AND  THE  CUP.  I  Cor.  11:23-26.  The  word 
"Eucharist"  means  to  be  thankful.  It  is  evident  that  our 
Lord  did  not  regard  His  own  death  as  a  defeat  and  ruin. 
That  was  how  the  disciples,  the  chief  priests  and  scribes 
regarded  it,  but  that  was  not  the  way  Jesus  regarded  it. 
He  would  never  have  instituted  a  feast  to  commemorate 
His  defeat  and  extinction.  The  Cross  was  not  defeat  and 
ruin.  It  was  the  Exodus — the  great  deliverance,  the 
emancipation  which  He  was  to  accomplish. 

We  are  to  observe  the  Communion  because  it  helps  us 
to  remember  Christ.  "This  do  in  remembrance  of  me." 
We  are  to  remember  the  life  that  our  Lord  lived,  while 
he  was  here  on  earth.  How  he  went  about  doing  good,; 
spreading  sunshine,  and  preaching  the  gospel  of  His 
Father.  We  are  to  remember  His  life,  and  fashion  our 
lives  after  His  blessed  life. 

We  are  to  observe  the  Communion  because  it  helps  us 
to  remember  the  death  of  our  Lord.  "This  is  my  body 
which  is  broken  for  you:  this  do  in  remembrance  of  me 
.  .  .  This  cup  is  the  new  testament  in  my  blood:  this  do 
ye  as  oft  as  ye  drink  it,  in  remembrance  of  me."  A.  B. 
Bruce  says,  "body  and  blood  are  one  in  life,  and  become 
separate  things  only  by  death;  and  not  by  every  kind 
of  death,  but  by  one  whose  manner  involves  bloodshed- 
ding,  as  in  the  case  of  sacrificial  victims."  We  are  to  re- 
member Christ's  death,  for  it  was  our  sin  that  put  Him 
on  the  cross,  but  we  should  also  remember  that  it  is  only 
through  His  sacrifice  that  we  have  the  forgiveness  of  our 
sins.  ^ 

We  are  to  observe  the  Communion  because  it  always 
keeps  before  our  eyes  the  fact  that  Jesus  Is  Coming 
Again.  "For  as  often  as  ye  eat  this  bread,  and  drink  this 
cup,  ye  do  show  the  Lord's  death  till  he  come."  If  the 
Suppei-  calls  upon  us  to  look  to  the  past,  it  bids  us  also 
look  forward;  it  calls  us  to  wait  "till  he  come."  It  has 
what  Meredith  names  "the  rapture  of  the  forward  view." 

"And  thus  that  dark  betrayal  night 
With  the  last  advent  we  unite, 
By  one  blest  chain  of  loving  rite 
Until  He  come." 
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IPrayer  ffleeting 
Studies 

13y  G.  T.  §ilmev 


'  THE  FEARLESS   LIFE 

I  fear  not  life,  for  it  is  opportunity 

To  do  my  best;  to  hope,  to  trust,  to  love. 

I  fear  not  death  .  .  . 

I  fear  not  time  nor  space; 
1 1  fear  not  change,  nor  yet  eternity — 

'time   is    in    GOD'S    HANDS;     change    comes     at     HIS 
command. 

Both  here  and  there,  the  better  part  of  every  heart  and 
far  beyond  the  f artherest  star, 

He  lives  and  rules  whose  own  we  are ! 

I  fear  not  FEAR  for  God  is  NEAR. 
I  cling  to  faith  my  treasure  dear, 
That  comes  to  us  in  fullest  measure; 
When  we  are  led  to  Him  Who  said, 

"Fear  not  little  flock,  for  it  is  your  Father's  good  pleas- 
ure to  give  you  the  kingdom." 

— Mrs.  Helfenstein. 

FEAR  is  a  characteristic  of  the  wicked  (Rev.  21:8). 
The  wicked  have  a  fear  of  idols  (2  Kings  17:38),  a 
fear  of  man  (1  Samuel  15:24;  John  9:22),  a  fear  of  judg- 
ments (Isaiah  2:19;  Luke  21:26;  Rev.  6:16,  17),  a  fear 
of  future  punishment  (Heb.  10:27).  This  fear  may  be 
overwhelming  (Exodus  15:16;  Job  15:21,  24),  and  con- 
suming (Psalm  13:19).  A  guilty  conscience  leads  to  fear 
(Gen.  3:8,  10;  Psalm  53:5;  Prov.  28:1).  Fear  seizes  the 
wicked  (Job  18:11;  15:24),  and  surprises  the  hypoci'ite 
(Isaiah  33:14,  18). 

There  are  those  wicked  who  are  destitute  of  fear 
(Psalm  36:1;  Prov.  1:29;  Jer.  2:19;  Romans  3:18).  But 
their  fear  shall  be  realized  (Prov.  1:27;  10:24),  and  God 
shall  mock   them   when   their  fear  comes    (Prov.   1:26). 

The  saints  are  sometimes  tempted  to  fear  (Psalm  55:5). 
However,  the  saints  are  exhorted  against  fear  (Isaiah 
8:12;  John  14:27),  and  they  are  also  delivered  from  fear 
(Prov.  1:33;  Isaiah  14:3).  Trust  in  God  is  a  preservative 
against  fear  (Psalm  27:1).  We  are  not  fearful  of  those 
who  can  do  no  more  than  destroy  the  body,  but  rather 
we  are  fearful  of  the  enemies  of  the  soul  (Matt.  10:28). 
As  long  as  the  Lord  is  our  portion  (Psalm  73:26;  142:5), 
and  the  portion  of  our  inheritance  (16:5)  we  will  not 
fear  (46:1).  It  is  a  comfort  to  know  that  He  is  God 
(46:10),  and  that  He  will  NEVER  leave  nor  forsake  us 
(Heb.  13:5).  As  long  as  we  look  to  God  we  shall  not  mind 
men. 

THERE  WILL  ALWAYS  BE  GOD 

They  cannot  shell  His  Temple. 

Nor  dynamite  His  Throne, 
They  cannot  bomb  His  city 

Nor  rob  Him  of  His  own. 


They  cannot  takf:  Hirn  captive, 

Nor  strike  Him  deaf  and  blind, 
Nor  starve  Him  to  surrender, 

Nor  make  Him  change  His  mind. 

TTiey  cannot  cause  Him  panic. 

Nor  cut  off  His  supplies. 
They  cannot  take  His  kingdom 

Nor  hurt  Him  with  their  lies. 

Though  all   the  world  be  shattered, 

His  truth  remains  the  same, 
His  righteousness  still  potent, 

And  Father  still  His  name. 

Though  we  face  war  and  struggle, 

Arid  feel  their  goad  and  rod. 
We  know  above  confusion, 

There  always  will  be  God. 

— Rev.  Albert  L.  Murray. 


Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vanator 

Lesson  for  October  4,   1953 
GOD'S  DESIGN  FOR  A  BETTER  WORLD 

Lesson:    Isaiah   42:5-9;    Mark    1:14-15;    John   3:1«-17; 
Revelation  21:1-5 

WE  MEET  A  NEW  EMPHASIS  in  this  quarter's  le.^- 
sons,  but  the  foundation  is  to  be  found  in  the  les- 
sons of  the  previous  quarter,  for  "God's  Plan  for  This 
World,"  in  its  completion,  depends  on  the  attitude  of  His 
people  toward  His  plan  and  His  purposes. 

Our  lesson  text  is  four-fold  and  tells  us  four  distinct 
things  about  the  plan  of  God  for  this  world.  First,  God 
has  a  pui'pose  in  the  creation  of  this  world;  Second, 
God's  plan  called  for  the  redemption  of  the  world  from 
sin  into  which  He  knew  it  would  fall;  Third,  God's  plan 
came  into  being  because  of  the  love  which  He  had  for 
His  creation;  and  Fourth,  God's  plan  vdW  ultimately  be 
consummated  according  to  His  di\ine  will  and  purpose. 

1.  God's  purpose  in  Creation.  (Isaiah  42:5-9.1  God 
made  the  world  as  a  place  of  habitation  of  the  man  He 
was  to  create  in  His  own  image.  It  was  no  afterthought, 
but  a  definite  plan  in  the  mind  of  God.  He  so  planned 
His  creation  that  all  of  man's  need  would  be  supplied — 
the  right  kind  of  air  for  man  to  breathe;  the  proper  veg- 
etation to  sustain  life,  etc.  Now  our  Isaiah  passage  gives 
the  mind  of  God  as  to  the  disposition  of  His  creation,  the 
key  being  found  in  the  9th  vei-se:  "Behold  the  former 
things  are  conie  to  pass,  and  new  thingrs  do  I  de- 
clare: ..." 

2.  God's  plan  of  redemption.  Through  various  means 
He  had  tried  to  reconcile  man  to  Himself,  but  man  in 
his  failure  to  follow  God's  leading  made  himself  unfit 
for   the   kingdom.   Hence   God.   accoi-ding  to   His  original 
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plan,  sent  His  Son,  Jesus,  into  the  world  to  redeem  man 
from  his  sin.  In  His  infinite  knowledge  He  had  already 
provided  "The  Lamb  of  God,  slain  from  the  foundation 
of  the  world."  Jesus  pi-eached  this  message  as  rooordod 
in  Mark  1 :14-15. 

3.  Crod's  love  exemplified.  In  this  part  of  the  text  wo 
meet  the  motive  which  compels  God  to  seek  to  make  a 
better  world  by  redeeming  His  creation.  His  LOVE  is  so 
stning  for  the  man  He  has  created  that  He  sends  His 
most  cherished  possession — His  beloved  Son — that  "who- 
soever believeth  on  Him"  should  have  eternal  life  in  a 
"better  world." 

4.  God's  plan  will  ultimately  find  consummation  accord- 
ing to  the  plan  which  He  has  in  His  mind.  Our  Revelation 
passage  set-s  forth  this  idea  in  such  words  as,  "I  saw  a 
new  heaven  and  a  new  earth  .  .  .  ";  "Behold  the  taber- 
nacle of  God  is  with  men  .  .  .  ";  "Behold  I  will  make  all 
things  new." 

Arnold's  Commentary  has  this  to  say:  "If  in  the  wil- 
derness we  found  a  plot  of  plowed  ground  planted  with 
flowers  and  vegetables,  could  we  doubt  that  someone  had 
purposely  prepared  and  planted  it?  As  we  contemplate 
our  wonderful  world  in  comparison  with  its  astronomical 
surroundings,  can  we  doubt  that  the  Creator  planned  it 
and  put  us  on  it  with  some  great  purpose  of  His  own  in 
view?"  And  Dr.  Caudill  says,  "We  do  not  know  all  about 
the  future — there  are  many  questions  which  we  cannot 
answer.  But  we  know  enough!  We  know  that  eventually 
we  will  no  longer  see  through  a  glass  darkly.  We  know 
that  come  what  may,  a  blissful  future  awaits  those  who 
have  been  redeemed  bv  the  blood  of  Jesus." 


MISSIONARY    DEPARTMENT 
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next  Sunday,  and  I'm  glad.  Pastor  Joidan  said  1  was 
God's  partner.  He  looked  real  glad  and  proud  when  he 
said  it,  and  that  made  me  glad.  I  feel  good  when  I'm 
glad.  And  this  is  a  special  kind  of  gladness. 

Do  you  want  to  feel  glad  too?  You  can  do  what  I  did. 
It's  easy.  I  know,  'cause  I  did  it.  Maybe  your  pastor  said, 
"Invite  the  boys  and  girls  from  your  neigborhood  to  Sun- 
Sunday  school."  Don't  you  remember?  Maybe  you  just 
forgot.  But  Jesus  said  we  should,  too.  He  wants  little 
boys  and  girls  to  know  about  Him.  He  died  foi-  our  sins, 
and  when  He  asks  us  to  do  something  we  shouldn't  forget 
it.  No  sir. 

God  will  help  you  do  your  job  too.  PMward  wanted  to 
play.  And  he  wanted  to  buy  candy.  I  guess  I  did  too,  but 
<'Jod  didn't  let  us.  When  you  do  what  God  wants,  He  gets 
behind  and  kind  of  pushes.  He  sure  pushed  Edward  and 
me  that  day. 

Come  to  think  of  it,  maybe  it  was  God  who  biought 
Edward  to  Sunday  .school  that  Sunday.  But  I  helped.  I 
helped  Him  and  that  makes  me  a  partner.  Me  and  God, 
we  did  it  .  .  .  our  pastor  said  so.  Something  inside  of  me 
says   so   too. — (from   "Through   the   Church    Windows") 


ROANN,   INDIANA 

Greetings!  It  seems  impossible  that  a  year  has  passed! 
since  the  Whetstones  came  to  Roann.  September  1st  was 
the  beginning  of  the  second  year  of  their  ministry  with 
us.  We  pray  that  God's  guidance  and  blessings  may  con- 
tinue through  the  new  year  and  that  the  daily  walk  of 
the  membership  might  show  forth  His  saving  power  in  the 
lives  of  all  who  will  accept  His  pardon. 

Permission  was  granted  to  our  Pastor  to  hold  a  two 
weeks'  meeting  for  the  Tiosa,  Indiana,  Brethren  church 
which  will  begin  the  first  of  October.  The  remodelling 
of  our  church  is  progressing  nicely,  though  much  remains 
to  be  done.  Our  church  was  represented  at  our  Indiana 
District  Confei'ence,  but  we  are  sorry  that  there  were  no 
delegates  from  Roann  to  our  General  Conference  at  Ash- 
land. 

We  were  pleased  to  have  a  number  of  our  young  peo- 
ple in  attendance  at  the  District  rally  this  year.  Our 
youth  are  keeping  up  their  attendiance  at  their  6:30 
meetings  on  Sunday  evenings.  Lloyd  Miller  is  their  spon- 
sor. 

The  S.  M.  M.  and  the  W.  M.  S.  are  faithful  at  their 
posts.  The  latter  is  hoping  to  attend  the  group  rally  at 
Roanoke,  Indiana,  October  8th.  We  truly  enjoy  the  letters 
from  the  Bischofs  as  well  as  all  our  other  missionaries. 
May  God  our  heavenly  Father  help  every  child  of  His  to 
remain  faithful  to  the  end. 

— Mrs.  Birdie  Leslie,  Cor.  Sec 


%mh  to  S^Ht 


DOBBIN.  Ai-thur  Blair  Dobbin,  born  near  Viola,  Kan- 
sas, April  19,  1884;  killed  in  an  automobile  accident,  July 
15,  1953.  United  in  marriage  to  Cora  Emmareene  Miller, 
July  31,  1907.  To  this  union  one  son  and  four  daughters 
were  born.  Kenneth,  Bernadine  Hendrixon,  Pauline  Scam- 
mohorn,  Josephine  Turner  and  Rosella  .Burden.  His  wife 
preceded  him  in  death,  March  28,  1948.  United  with  Unit- 
ed Presbyterian  Church  early  in  life;  served  as  an  Elder, 
13  yoai's.  Became  a  member  of  the  Mulvane  Brethren 
Church  by  letter  and  baptism  about  8  months  ago.  Sur- 
vived by  five  children,  ten  grandchildren  and  four  sisters. 
Funeral  services  conducted  by  the  undersigned  in  the 
Methodist  Church,  Mulvane,  Kansas. 

J.  F.  Burton. 
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Devotions    Falls  City,  Delegate 

Special    Music    Morrill 

Inspirational  Address    Guest  Speaker 

'Business  Session 
W.  M.  S.  Benediction 

Wednesday  afternoon 

Call  to  Worship   Colossians  3:16,  17 

Song:— "0  Worship  the  King" 

Devotions    Fort  Scott   Delegate 

Memorial  Service    Mulvane 

In  charge  of  Mrs.   R.   Davis 

Inspirational  Address    Guest  Speaker 

Business  Session  and  election  e^  officers 
W.  M.  S.  Benediction 


This 


•n' 


By  the  Editor 


»    ^•^     * 


That 


We  are  urging  Pastors  and  church  leaders  to  make  a 
very  special  effort  in  the  next  few  weeks  to  increasje  their 
Brethren  Evangelist  subscription  lists.  Make  every  effort 
to  make  your  church  100%,  if  it  is  not  already.  Do  all 
that  you  can  to  get  new  subscriptions. 


In  a  few  weeks,  the  Annual  Number  of  the  Evangelist 
will  be  off  the  press.  Subscriptions  received  now  will  in- 
clude this  special  issue.  Also,  pastors  who  are  changing, 
or  who  are  contemplating  changes,  should  notify  the  Con- 
ference Secretary,  Rev.  C.  Y.  Gilmer,  506  E.  State  St., 
Huntington,  Indiana,  by  October  1st,  of  their  new  address 
and  date  of  change.  This  will  insure  for  you  a  correct 
listing  in  the  Annual. 


What  Have  Tou  Suffered? 


>    m»m    I 


I  saw  in  a  dream  that  I  was  in  the  Celestial 
City — though  when  and  how  I  get  there  I  could 
not  tell.  I  w^as  one  of  a  great  multitude  which  no 
man  could  number,  from  all  countries  and  people 
and  times  and  ages.  Somehow  I  found  that  the 
saint  who  stood  next  to  me  had  been  in  heaven 
mere  than  1860  years. 

"Who  are  you?"  I  said  to  him.  (We  both  spoke 
the  language  of  heavenly  Canaan,  so  that  I  un- 
derstood him  and  he  me) . 

"I,"  said  he,  "was  a  Roman  Christian;  I  lived 
in  the  days  of  the  Apostle  Paul.  I  was  one  who 
died  in  Nero's  persecutions.  I  was  covered  with 
pitch  and  fastened  to  a  stake  and  set  on  fire  to 
light  up  Nero's  gardens." 

"How  awful !"  I  exclaimed. 

"No,"  he  said,  "I  was  glad  to  do  something 
for  Jesus.  He  died  on  the  cross  for  me." 

The  man  on  the  other  side  then  spoke :  'I  have 
been  in  heaven  only  a  few  hundred  years.  I  came 
from  an  island  in  the  South  Seas,  Erromanga. 
John  Williams,  a  missionary,  came  and  told  me 
about  Jesus,  and  I  too  learned  to  love  Him.  My 


fellow-countrymen  killed  the  missionary,  and 
they  caught  and  bound  me.  1  was  beaten  until  I 
fainted  and  they  thought  I  was  dead,  but  I  re- 
vived. The  next  day  they  knocked  me  on  the  head, 
cooked  me,  and  ate  me." 

"How  terrible!"  I  said. 

"No,"  he  answered,  "I  was  glad  to  die  as  a 
Christian.  You  see  the  missionaries  had  told  me 
that  Jesus  was  scourged  and  crowned  \\-ith 
thorns  for  me." 

Then  they  both  turned  to  me  and  said.  "\Miat 
did  you  suffer  for  Him?  Or  did  you  sell  what  you 
had  for  the  money  which  sent  men  like  John  \\'il- 
liams  to  tell  the  heathen  about  Jesus?" 

And  I  was  speechless.  And  while  they  both 
\\'ere  looking  at  me  with  sorrowful  eyes.  I  awcke. 
and  it  was  a  dream  I  But  I  lay  on  my  soft  bed 
a\\'ake  for  hours,  thinking  of  the  money  I  had 
wasted  on  my  own  pleasures;  of  my  e-xtra  cloth- 
ing, and  costly  car,  and  many  luxuries :  and  I  ide- 
alized that  I  did  not  know  what  the  words  of  Je- 
sus meant:  "If  any  man  will  come  after  me.  let 
him  deny  himself,  and  take  up  his  cross,  and 
follow  me." — Pre'sb^-terian  Survey. 
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This  is  the  80th  annual  volume  of  this  unexcelled  lesson  commen- 
tary. It  contains  the  greatest  possible  wealth  of  practical  helps  for 
pastoi's,  teachers  and  Bible  students,  on  the  Intei*national  Bible  Lessons 
for  Christian  Teaching,  so  compiled  and  tabulated  that  it  can  be  easily 

and  effectively  used. 

if 
A    scholarly    interpretation   of   the    text    's    given — each    lesson    is 

fully    outlined;    a    teacher's   library   is   offer  i;    methods   are   given  for 

pi-esenting  the  lesson  to  each  age  group;  apt  quotations,  text  questions 

and   subjects   for  discussion  covering  the  entire  ground  of  each  lesson 

are  included. 

This  volume  is  complete  in  every  respect  containing  colored  maps, 
full-page  I'eproductions  of  paintings,  a  bibliography  and  a  comprehen- 
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great  blessing  to  those  who  read.  48  single  sheets,  size  6  x  10  inches, 
with  supply  of  envelopes  to  match  make  this  box  the  best  value 
available  in  quality  Christian  stationery.  In  attractive  gift  box. 
PRICE  $1.25.  Include  10c  for  cost  of  mailing. 
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"I  came  to  your  church  last  Sunday, 
I  walked  up  and  down  the  aisle, 

I  noticed  your  seat  was  vacant," 
Said  the  Master,  with  kindly  smile. 

"Yes,  I  was  at  home,"  I  answered. 
Some  folks  from  up  Salem  way 

Drove  down  for  a  week-end  visit, 
So  we  stayed  in  the  house  all  day." 

Or,  "I  had  an  awful  headache," 

"I  had  a  roast  in  the  pan," 
Or,  "We  overslept  this  morning, 

But  I  come  whenever  I  can." 

The  Master  gazed  at  me  sadly 
As  He  was  about  to  speak. 

"My  child,"  He  replied,  "are  there  not 
Six  other  days  in  the  week?" 

I  saw  I  had  grieved  my  Master 
As  slowly  He  turned  away, 

And  I  vowed  He'd  not  find  me  absent 
Again  on  His  holy  day! 
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Items  of  general  Interest 


ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  Brother  Freeman  Ankrum 
informs  us  that  the  new  baptistry,  I'ecently  completed  in 
the  remodeled  basement  of  their  church,  was  used  for 
the  first  time,  Sunday  afternoon,  September  20th. 

CUMBERLAND,  MARYLAND.  Brother  Milton  M.  Rob- 
inson has  announced  a  Cash  Day  for  October  11th,  for 
the  purpose  of  raising  money  to  pay  for  the  new  furnace 
in  the  par.sonage. 

.m?:ykrsdale,  penna.  main  street  breth- 
ren. Pre-Communion  Services  were  conducted  by  the 
Pastor,  Brother  Horace  Huse,  September  29th  to  October 
2nd.  Rally  Day  and  Communion  were  scheduled  for  Oc- 
tober 4th. 

BRYAN,  OHIO.  Brother  Alvin  H.  Grumbling  reports 
their  offering  for  the  Kentucky  Mission  as  being  over 
the  .$300.00  mark,  with  the  possibility  of  it  reaching 
$500.00.  Bryan  plans  to  send  clothing  and  other  supplies 
by  ti'uck  to  Kentucky  about  November  1st. 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  We  learn,  from  the  Goshen  Bul- 
letin that  Mrs.  C.  A.  Stewart,  wife  of  our  Flora,  Indiana, 
pastor,  has  been  ill  for  sevoal  weeks.  We  trust  that  by 
this  time  that  shf   is  well  on  the  road  to  recovery. 

NORTH  LIBERTY,  INDIANA.  Brother  Edgar  Berk- 
shire, in  i-epoiting  in  hi.s  bulletin  on  the  Northern  District 
Laymen's  meeting  held  in  their  church,  September  14th, 
.says,  "There  were  83  present,  with  but  two  of  the  Noith- 


ern  District  churches  not  represented."  A  steak  dinn 
was  served  by  the  ladies  of  the  North  Liberty  Churc 
Attorney   Jackson,   of   South   Bend,   was   the  speaker. 

The   next   Rally   is   scheduled  for  March,   in   the   Sou 
Uvm\  Church. 


COMING  EVENTS 


We    invite   all    Pastors,   church   leaders,   to   avail   then 
selves   of  this   column,   for  announcing   special  events 
their    churches.    Be    sure   the    information   reaches   us 
least   three  weeks  ahead  of  date  of  scheduled  event. 


MORRILL,  KANSAS.  Mid-West  District  Conference- 
October  5th  to  8th — Rev.  Thomas  Shannon,  Moderator 
the  Conference;  Rev.  Edwin  Puterbaugh,  Host  Pasto 
Sessions  start  Monday  evening,  7:30  P.  M.;  continuin 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  at  9:15  A.  M.,  1:30  and  7:3 
P.  M.,  and  Thursday,  at  9:15  A.  M.,  closing  at  noon. 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  Central  District  Con 
ference — October  8th  to  11th — Rev.  J.  D,  Hamel,  Model 
ator  of  the  Conference;  Rev.  H.  H.  Rowsey,  Host  Pastoi 
Sessions  start  Thursday  evening,  7:30  P.  M.;  continue  Fri 
day  and  Saturday,  at  8:30  A.  M.,  1:30  and  7:30  P.  M. 
with  Sunday  services  at  10:00,  11:00  A.  M.,  and  l:3i 
P.  M. 

ASHLAND  COLLEGE.  Homecoming— Saturday,  OctOl 
ber  17th— DEDICATION  OF  THE  NEW  MOLLER  PIPl 
ORGAN  in  the  Ashland  College  Memorial  Chapel — iSuiu 
day,  October  18th — Time  of  activities  announced  on  pagi 
five  of  this  Evangelist. 

MEXICO,  INDIANA.  Homcoming  and  Rally  Day— Oc 
tober  4th — All  Day  meeting.  Basket  dinner  at  noon.  Rev 
Gary  AUbritten,  First  Baptist  Church,  Peru,  Indiana 
speaker  at  afternoon  service.  Rev.  Wayne  E.  Swihart 
Pastor. 

TIOSA,  INDIANA.  Revival  Meeting— September  28tl 
to  October  Ilth. — Rev.  S.  M.  Whetstone,  Evangelist;  Rev 
Wayne  Swihart,  Pastor. 

FLORA,  INDIANA.  Homecoming,  Rally  Day,  am 
DEDICATION   OF  NEW  ORGAN— October  4th— Specia 

all  day  meetings;  special  program  by  the  Thrush  familj 
from  near  Wabash,  Indiana.  Organ  recital  in  the  after 
noon.  Rev.  C.  A.  Stewart,  Pastor. 

CORINTH  (Twelve  Mile),  INDIANA.  Oi-dination  Ser 
vice  for  Rev.  John  R.  Turley — October  4th,  afternoon — 
Rev.  G.  L.  Maus,  Dr.  Claud  Studebaker,  and  Rev.  S.  M 
Whetstone,  officiating.  Revival  Meeting,  with  Rev,  Turlej 
preaching — October  4th  to  18th. 

TEEGARDEN,  INDIANA.  Home  Coming  and  Rallj 
Day — October  4th — The  Pastor,  and  the  L.  0.  McCartney- 
simiths,  in  charge.  Rev.  C.  C.  Grisso,  Pastor. 

LINWOOD,  MARYLAND.  Homecoming  Day— Octobei 
11th — Afternoon  speaker.  Rev.  Freeman  Ankrum,  Pastoi 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 
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We  Editors 


Pulpit 


T/ie   Way   Of  The  &ross   Leads   Home 


ALL  OF  US  WHO  WERE  IN  ATTENDANCE  at  the 
Sunday  morning  session  of  the  General  Conference 
in  August,  at  Ashland,  were  thrilled  witk  the  singing  of 
the  opening  hymn,  "The  Way  of  the  Cross  Leads  Home." 
Memorial  Chapel  resounded  with  the  music  and  the  voices 
of  hundreds  of  Brethren,  gathered  together  for  this,  the 
final,  climaxing  service  of  a  great  Conference. 

There  are  those  who  might  say  that  a  hymn  can  be 
sung  without  thinking  of  the  words  and  their  meaning, 
(and  we  do  not  doubt  this).  There  are  those  who  might 
say  that  hymns  can  be  sung  without  "feeling,"  (and  we 
know  this  is  possible).  But,  we  do  not  believe  that  this 
great  hymn  was  sung  in  such  an  indifferent  way  on  that 
Sunday  morning. 

We  believe  that  the  Brethren,  on  that  day,  sang  this 
great  hymn  in  the  thrilling  way  they  did  because  deep 
within  their  hearts  is  their  faith  in  Christ  as  their  Sav- 
iour. Deep  inside,  they  know  that  Christ  died  on  Calvary's 
cross  to  redeem  them  from  the  bondage  of  sin.  Brethren 
know  that  through  faith  in,  acceptance  of,  and  obedience 
to  Christ,  that  salvation  cometh.  .Because  of  Him,  they 
journey  through  life  until  that  great  day  when  they  shall 
take  that  last  step  into  the  glory  land. 

As  long  as  Brethren  believe  this  in  their  hearts,  prac- 
tice it  in  their  daily  lives,  and  sing  about  it  like  they  did 
in  that  Conference  service,  there  need  be  no  fear  for  the 
future  of  our  Church. 

Sometimes  when  waves  of  indifference,  carelessness, 
frustration,  shortage  of  workers  and  funds,  and  disagree- 
ments enter  in,  we  tend  to  become  depressed.  Sometimes 
when  we  see  dangerous  trends  in  international  and 
national  politics,  morals,  economic  conditions,  and  even 
in  church  life,  we  are  very  much  concerned.  All  of  these 
things  affect  not  only  Editors,  but  denominational  lead- 
ers, pastors,  and  local  church  workers,  as  M'ell.  We  see 
the  present  distresses,  and  our  hearts  ache. 

Then,  when  we  sing  great  hymns  of  the  church  as  we 
did  that  Sunday,  we  know  that  above  and  beyond  is  that 
crusading  faith  which  knows  not  the  bound  of  defeat  or 
difficulty.  It  is  that  faith  of  which  we  sing — that  the  way 
of  the  cross  leads  home. 

Our  Editorials  in  recent  weeks  have  endeavored  to 
point  out  some  of  the  areas  in  which  we  feel  the  Breth- 
ren Church  can  take  note,  correct,  and  thus  become  an 
even  better  working  Chui-ch.  More  areas  of  activity  could 


be   studied,  and  written  upon — perhaps  later  on  we  shall 

do  this. 

But  now,  let  us  consider  our  faith  as  expressed  in  the 
singing  of  that  great  hymn.  Not  alone,  the  music  or  the 
words,  or  the  fact  that  we  sang  a  hymn — but  the  v.-ay 
in  which  we  sang  it. 

Herein  is  the  hope  of  the  final  triumph  of  righteous- 
ness over  wrong.  Here  is  Christ  saying,  "Be  of  good 
cheer,  I  have  overcome  the  world."  Here  are  His  words. 
"Him  that  cometh  unto  me  I  will  in  no  wise  cast  out." 
Here  is  Christ  saying,  "Go  ye — lo.  I  am  \\ith  you  alway." 
Here  is  Paul  saying,  "yet  not  I,  but  Christ  liveth  in  me." 

Here  is  the  faith  of  our  church  founders,  our  leadei-s 
of  the  past  and  the  present.  Yes,  beyond  the  words  or  the 
music,  here  is  the  exaltation  of  faith  being  given  expies- 
sion  from  our  souls. 

So,  when  we  are  discouraged  or  are  looking  on  the 
down  side  of  life,  let  us  rejoice,  for  we  are  more  than 
conquerors  through  Him. 

We  would  suggest  that  in  our  churches  we  make 
greater  use  of  this  hymn.  Sing  it  with  joy  and  insp"  ra- 
tion, stirring  up  the  fires  of  spiritual  enthusiasm,  where- 
by hearts  will  be  lifted  up  and  inspired  to  gi-eater  Chiis- 
tian   service  and   to  a   stronger  Christian  faith. 

Going  along  the  blood-sprinkled  way.  and  walking  in 
His  will,  with  Him.  we  can  know  not  defeat.  We  may 
know  distress  and  upsets,  yet  always,  ever  onwani,  there 
shall  be  progress  and  %ictory.  Let's  keep  oui-selves  true 
to  the  Christ  of  the  cross,  for  that  is  the  way  to  eternal 
life.— W.  S.  B. 
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New  Testa iiieiit  Doctrines 


Believed  and  Practised  by  People  Called  Brethren. 


By  L.  0.  McCartneysmith 

"Teaciiing  them  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  1  have  commanded  you." 


THE  DOCTR/NE  OF  SALVATION 

Part  One 


BEFORE  ENTERING  into  a  discussion  of  this  the  great- 
est of  all  New  Testament  Doctrines  the  absolute 
necessity  of  considering  some  very  misleading  and  dan- 
gerous misconceptions  regarding  the  Doctrine  of  Salvation 
presents  itself,  namely:  (1)  All  Who  "Only  Believe"  are 
God's  sons.  (2)  In  order  to  be  saved,  unsaved  people  must 
pray  for  forgiveness,  and  publicly  confess  their  sins.  (3) 
God  Selects  Certain  People  to  be  Saved,  and  Saves  Them 
in  spite  of  Themselves  (This  is  the  Doctrine  of  Irresistible 
Grace.)  (4)  There  is  Nothing  one  may  do  after  .Being 
Saved  that  will  alter  one's  Salvation.  Therefore  we  shall 
carefully  consider  each  of  these  spui'ious  claims  in  their 
proper  order: 

I.  All  Who  "Only  Believe"  are  God's  sons.  Exponents  of 
this  claim  have  so  consistently  presented  the  idea  of  "Only 
Believe,"  particularly  those  engaging  in  radio  preaching, 
that  this  same  docti'ine  is  being  espoused  by  evangelists 
and  pastors  as  being  the  teaching  of  the  New  Testament. 
This  false  claim  apparently  had  its  origin  based  upon 
Paul's  statement  answering  the  interrogation  of  the  Phil- 
ippian  jailer:  "Sirs,  what  must  I  do  to  be  saved?"  But 
they  quote  the  first  part  of  Paul's  reply:  "Believe  on  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  thou  shalt  be  saved,  and  thy 
house"    (Acts  16:.31),  without  giving  the  complete  story. 

At  the  first  reading  of  this  part  of  Paul's  reply,  with- 
out reading-  verses  32-33-34,  one  is  led  to  believe  that 
"Only  beJieve"  has  some  foundation;  however  upon  close 
consideration  of  verse  31,  Paul's  statement  places  salva- 
tion in  the  future  instead  of  the  present  tense.  "Thou  shalt 
be  saved"  is  future.  Then  we  read  what  must  be  done  be- 
sides "just  believe."  Something  more  had  to  be  done  be- 
fore salvation  was  an  accomplished  fact.  Verses  32,  33  and 
34  reveals  the  essentials:  "And  they  spake  unto  him  the 
Word  of  the  Lord,  and  to  all  that  were  in  his  house,  and 
he  took  them  the  same  hour  of  the  night  and  washed  their 
stripes;  and  was  baptized,  he  and  all  his  straightway;  and 
when  he  had  brought  them  into  the  house  he  set  meat  be- 
fore them,  and  rejoiced,  believing  in  God  with  all  his 
house"  (Acts  16:32-34).  It  takes  "the  Word  of  the  Lord" 
to  save  men,  not  just  a  part  of  it!  Undoubtedly  Paul 
taught  him  about  repentance,  acceptance,  confession,  faith, 
and  baptism,  because  we  find  certain  results  that  indicate 
.such  things.  He  who  perhaps  had  scourged  Paul  and  Silas, 
and  chained  them  in  prison  without  food  or  drink,  took 
these  same  prisoners  and  washed  their  "stripes"  which  he 
had   made.  Then  he  was  baptized  in  obedience    to    Jesus 


Christ's  command  (Matt.  28:19)  for  the  remission  of  his 
sins,  after  which  he  placed  food  before  them  in  his  own 
house.  Then,  and  only  then  did  he  rejoice!  Jesus'  own 
statement  in  the  brief  portrayal  of  the  Great  Commission 
in  Mark  16:15-16  "He  that  believeth  and  is  baptized  shall 
be  saved"  came  only  after  the  preaching  of  the  complete 
Gospel  to  unsaved  men. 

"If  "only  believe"  had  been  sufficient,  undoubtedly  Je- 
sus would  have  left  out  the  last  phrase  "and  is  baptized 
shall  be  saved"  but  He  did  not!  Therefore  something  more 
than  mere  belief  must  be  done!  The  apostle  James  in 
speaking  about  the  doctrine  of  "faith  without  works"  asks 
the  question  "Can  faith  save  him?"  (James  2:14);  using 
an  illustration  relating  to  a  destitute  brother  or  sister  be- 
ing informed  by  someone  to  "depart  in  peace,  be  ye 
warmed,  and  filled,"  without  doing  anything  to  alleviate 
their  suffering  condition;  he  states:  "Even  so  faith,  with- 
out works  is  dead"  (James  2:15-17).  He  then  gives  an- 
other illustration  of  the  impossibility  of  being  saved 
through  faith  or  belief  alone:  "Thou  believest  that  there 
is  one  God:  thou  doest  well:  the  devils  also  believe  and 
tremble,  but  wilt  thou  know  O  vain  man,  that  faith  with- 
out works  is  dead?"  (James  2:19-20).  The  words  of  Je- 
sus clearly  indicate  what  a  believer  must  do:  "Verily, 
verily,  I  say  unto  you,  he  that  believeth  on  me,  the  works 
that  I  do  shall  he  do  also,  and  greater  works  shall  he  do, 
because  I  go  to  my  Father"  (John  ,14:12).  Therefore  any- 
one who  claims  to  be  a  believer  and  is  still  unwilling  to 
obey  the  commands  of  Jesus  Christ,  is  undoubtedly  an  un- 
believer, and  unworthy  to  bear  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Another  scripture  used  to  bolster  up  this  false  claim  is 
another  partial  quotation  of  John  1:11-12,  "He  came  to 
his  own,  and  his  own  (the  Jews)  received'  him  not,  but 
as  many  as  received  him  gave  he  power  (authority)  to 
become  the  sons  of  God,  even  to  them  that  believe  on  His 
name."  Here  again  these  exponents  fail  to  properly  read 
the  above  quotation  as  well  as  stop  shoi't  of  quoting  pre- 
cisely what  God's  Word  states.  Does  it  not  state  plainly 
that  "Gave  he  power  to  become  the  sons  of  God?"  Not 
that  they  were  God's  sons.  Just  power  or  authority  to 
become  God's  sons!  They  fail  to  quote  the  most  important 
part  of  the  stoy:  Taking  just  the  above  quotation  one 
might  think  that  just  believing  on  Jesus' name  would  bring 
salvation;  but  the  following  quotation  shows  that  there  is 
far  more  than  just  "Only  believe."  Continuing  with  John 
1:13  "Which  were  born,  not  of  Wood,  nor  of  the  will  of 


OCTOBER  3,  1953 


PA  OK  FIVE 


the  fit'sh,  nor  the  will  of  man,  hut  of  (mhI."  Jcsuh  (IfMtlan.ii 
emphuLically  to  Nicodetuus  the  faecal  necessity  of  hturiK 
born  again,  "Out  of  water  and  Spirit"  by  .saying  "Marvel 
not  that  I  say  unto  you,  Ye  Must  be  born  again!"  Kxcept 
a  man  be  born  out  of  water  and  .spirit  he  cannot  enter 
the  Kingdom  of  God."  (John  3:5).  It  i.s  necessary  even  in 
our  natural  lives  to  be  born  in  order  to  be  sons  or  daugh- 
ters. How  much  more  es.sentiai  it  is  to  be  born  out  of 
water  and  spirit   to  become  (Jod's   sons  and  dauglitcrsi 

Now    we    shall    take    up    the    second    misleading    Ijelief: 

II.  In  order  to  be  saved,  unbelievers  must  pray  io  (Unl 
for  forgiveness?  and  confess  their  sins. 

Have  we  not  listened  to  evangelists  and  even  pastors 
make  an  appeal  to  unsaved  people  that  "If  we  confess  our 
sins,  He  is  faithful  and  just  to  forgive  us  our  sins  and  to 
cleanse  us  fi-om  all  unrighteousness"  (1  John  1:9).  The 
writer  included  himself  in  the  above  quotation  as  indi- 
cated in  the  last  phrase  "He  is  faithful  and  just  to  forgive 
us  our  sins,  and  cleanse  us  from  all  unrighteousness'  and 
has  no  reference  whatever  to  unsaved  men  and  women. 
Romans  10:13  which  reads  alone  "For  whosoever  shall  call 
upon  the  name  of  the  Lord  shall  be  saved"  is  another 
favorite  quotation  used.  But  if  we  read  the  6th  to  the  11th 
verses  of  this  same  chapter  we  find  that  righteousness 
or  salvation  by  faith  precedes  "calling  upon  the  name  of 
the  Lord,"  that  salvation  by  faith  is  brought  about  through 
confessing  the  Lordship  of  Jesus,  believing  in  His  resur- 
rection, which  must  be  preceded  by  hearing  God's  Word, 
believing  it,  and  obeying,  giving  as  examples  Israel  who 
knew,  but  failed  to  obey,  even  after  having  the  prophet's 
hands  upheld  to  a  gainsaying  and  disobedient  people 
(Romans  10:12-21).  Finally  we  read  in  John  9:31  "Now 
we  knew  that  God  heareth  not  sinners:  but  if  any  man  be 
a  worshipper  of  God,  and  doeth  His  will,  him  He  heareth." 

Often  the  story  of  the  repentant  publican  going  up  to 
the  temple  to  pray  in  support  of  this  idea  is  quoted;  but 
we  must  not  forget  that  this  publican  was  a  member  of 
God's  family  who  had  been  forbidden  to  enter  God's  place 
of  worship  because  he  had  overcharged  his  brethren  in 
his  tax  collections.  He  had  been  accustomed  to  praying 
and  was  nothing  more  than  a  backslidden  member  of  God's 
household.  Doubtless  he  was  a  member  of  the  Jewish  syn- 


agogue. Ilegarding  the  unHaved  "confeKHing  th';ir  mnn 
put^iiciy,"  we.  have  not  the  slighteKt  intimation  in  God'K 
Word  of  such  practice-;  but  we  must  "confeuu  the  LonJ 
Jesus."  Confess  Him  as  our  Lord;  Saviour,  King,  and  de- 
liverer, not  once  but  evrry  day  before  all  men  by  the  liven 
we  live  as  well  as  orally.  Well  does  the  writer  recall  how 
a  nicruhi  I  of  the  congregation  upbraided  him  while  he 
was  conducting  a  campaign  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  telling 
liirn  that  he  was  not  conducting  the  campaign  correctly, 
inasmuch  as  he  did  not  have  those  coming  forward  to  con- 
fess Jesus  as  Lord  turned  into  the  "inquiry  room,"  so  "we 
can  deal  with  them  and  have  them  confess  their  sins  U) 
us"  as  this  member  phrased  the  matter. 

Now  we  come  to  the  third  unscriptural  belief: 

III.  God  .Selects  Certain  People  to  be  .Saved,  and  .Saves 
Them  in  Spite  of  Them.selves.  This  most  un.scriptural  and 
dangerous  doctrine  is  based  largely  upon  the  doctrine  of 
foreordination  and  predestination  with  the  following  mis- 
interpreted and  overestimated  .scripture:  (Romans  8:28-40;, 
which  in  the  original  (iieek  reads:  "And  we  know  that 
all  things  work  together  for  good  to  those  who  love  God; 
to  those  being  invited  according  to  a  I>ivine  Purpose: 
because  whom  He  foreknew  He  also  before  marked  out 
to  be  copies  of  the  likeness  of  his  Son,  for  him  to  be  a 
first  born  among  many  brethren.  And  those  whom  He 
before  marked  out  He  also  invited,  and  those  whom  He 
invited  He  also  justified,  and  whom  He  justified  He  also 
glorified."  There  is  no  argument  in  these  statements  to 
support  the  belief  that  God  selects  certain  ones  to  be 
saved  and  saves  them  in  spite  of  themselves. 

Most  cei'tainly  God  "invited"  all  men  for  a  Divine 
purpose,  but  not  all  men  heeded  the  invitation.  Surely 
God  foreknew  all  men.  He  could  not  possibly  be  omnis- 
cient if  he  did  not  foreknow  all  men,  and  all  things.  Un- 
doubtedly God  "marked  out"  all  men  to  be  copies  of 
Jesus  Christ,  but  how  few  responded  to  the  invitation  to 
"be  like  Jesus!"  He  could  not  be  an  impartial  Saviour 
if  He  did  not  "mark  out"  all  men  to  become  like  the 
Master.  If  He  did  not  do  this,  then  He  did  not  die  for 
all  men,  but  the  scripture  emphatically  states  that  He 
"tasted  death  for  every  man."  "But  we  see  Jesus,  on 
account    of   the    suffering   of   death,    crowned    with    glory 

(Continued    on    Page    8) 


ASHLAND  COLLEGE  HOMECOMING  ACTIVITIES 


SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  17,  1953 

1:45 — Pi-esentation    of    the    Homecoming    Queen 

2:00 — Homecoming  Football  game  in  Redwood  Stadium 

5:30 — Almuni  Dinner 

8:00 — Homecoming  Play. 

SUNDAY,   OCTOBER   18,   1953 

3:00 — Dedication    of  the   Moller  Pipe   Organ   in   Memoiial 
Chapel 


Everyone  coming  to  the  Ashland  College  Campus  for 
this  Homecoming  occasion  will  see  the  almost  completed 
Student  Union  Building,  the  first  floor  walls  of  the  new 
Fouders'  Hall  well  on  their  way  to  completion,  and  the 
new  organ  in  [Memorial  Chapel.  You  will  not  want  to  miss 
being  on  the  Ashland  College  Campus  for  Homecoming 
this  month. 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


The  '■Pastors   ^age  By   Rev.  D.  Richard  Wolfe 


A  HISTORY  OF  CHKISTIAMIY  by  Kenneth  8cott  La- 
touretto:  Harpers;  1,526  pp.  20  maps,  index  and  bibli- 
ography. $9.50. 

At  last,  a  complete  and  reliable  one  volume  history  of 
Christianity  by  one  of  the  foremost  Church  historiaJis  of 
our  day.  This  volume  is  even  more  comprehensive  and 
up-to-date  than  his  famous  seven  volume  A  HISTORY 
OF  THE  EXPANSION  OF  CHRISTIANITY.  Don't  miss 
this  book!  at  any  cost. 


PREACHING    ON   CONTROVERSIAL   ISSUES   by    Har- 
old A.  Bosley.  Harper,  221  pp.  $3.a0. 

Should  preachers  preach  on  the  "hot"  issues  of  the 
day?  Dr.  Bosley  insists  that  the  preacher  has  no  choice 
in  the  matter  for  this  was  settled  for  him  by  the  prophets 
of  Israel.  The  Protestant  pulpit  must  be  relevant  and 
vital  if  the  Church  is  to  serve  the  needs  of  her  people. 

This  book  contains  19  sermons  of  Dr.  Bosley's  that 
were  pi-eached  in  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Evanston, 
111.,  dealing  with  current  issues.  Such  topics  as  'A  Faith 
for  Revolutionary  Times,"  "Science  and  Religion," 
"Should  the  United  States  Have  an  Ambassador  at  the 
Vatican?"  "Is  Drinking  a  Religious  Problem?"  and  "The 
Christian  Faith  Challenges  Communism." 

Most  books  of  sermons  are  dull  and  limpid,  but  here 
is  one  that  is  thrilling  to  read  and  full  of  suggestive  ma- 
terials. 


REPORT     FRO.M     CHRISTIAN     EUROPE,     by     Stewart 
Winfieid  Herman.  Friendship  Press,  211  pp.;  $2.50. 

What  is  Christian  Europe  like  today  ?  This  is  one  of 
the  most  pressing  questions  of  our  time  in  the  light  of 
the  Communist  conquests  in  Asia  and  Europe.  Dr.  Her- 
man is  one  of  the  best  qualified  men  of  our  times  to  an- 
swer this  question.  He  has  spent  the  greater  part  of  the 
last  17  years  in  Europe,  first  as  a  student,  then  as  pas- 
tor of  the  interdenominational  American  Chuich  in  Berlin 
and  finally  as  director  of  the  Lutheran  World  Federation 
Service  to  Refugees.  His  observations  and  comments  are 
something  more  than  those  of  a  casual  traveler  in  Europe. 

His  survey  of  the  religious  situation  in  Euiope  is  both 
levealing  and  staitling.  He  describes  situations  that  aie 
totally  strange  to  American  churches  and  ministeis,  such 
a.s  a  state  collected  Church  Tax;  ministers  leceiving  part 
of  their  salaries  from  the  government;  the  government 
bearing  pait  of  the  expen.se  of  building  church  buildings; 
and  an  attitude  of  many  Christians  who  would  rather  pay 
a  "church  tax"  than  resort  to  "free-will  offerings."  These 
considerations  are,  of  course,  incidental  to  the  more  com- 
plex pioblems,  such  as:  How  many  Europeans  are  actu- 
ally Christians  when  whole  populations  are  normally  con- 
sidered church  members?  What  is  the  Church's  answer  to 
Communism?    and    How    can     the     Christian     Church     of 


Europe  meet  the  apathy  of  thousands  of  people  who  have 
lost  interest  in  the  Church  and  her  program?  to  mention 
only  a  few.  It  is  startling  to  read  that  Evangelism  as 
we  know  it  in  terms  of  meetings  and  services  in  the 
Church  is  wholly  ineffective. 

In  this  period  of  transition  and  struggle  he  doubts 
whether  "Europe  can  save  the  Church,"  but  a  more 
pressing  question  is  "If  Europe  can  no  longer  save  the 
Church,  can  the  Church  save  Europe?"  Every  Christian 
minister  owes  it  to  himself  to  read  this  book,  not  only 
for  the  picture  of  Christianity  in  Europe  today,  but  as 
a  solemn  warning  to  the  American  church  and  ministry. 


EFFECTIVE  EVANGELISM:  The  Greater  Work  in  the 
World  by  George  E.  Sweazey.  Harper  &  Brothers,  284 
pp.  $3.50. 

This  is  properly  called  a  book  on  methods  and  covers 
the  field  of  evangelism  so  thoroughly  that  no  detail  is 
left  to  chance.  That  evangelism  is  the  Church's  business 
needs  no  proof,  but  the  whole  story  of  Evangelism  needs 
to  be  re-studied  in  the  light  of  contemporary  rejection  of 
the  older  evangelistic  meeting  by  many  thoughtful  peo- 
ple and  the  appearance  of  many  new  and  highly  success- 
ful approaches  to  the  problem.  Dr.  Sweazey  exhibits  a 
well  qualified  approach.  He  is  Secretary  for  Evangelism 
for  the  Presbyterian  Church,  U.  S.  A. 

Besides  giving  the  "in's"  and  "out's"  of  evangelism, 
the  book  also  offers  many  suggestions  and  material  of  a 
homiletica!  nature. 

If  you  are  particularly  interested  in  the  field  of  Evan- 
gelism I  would  also  suggest  an  older  book  on  the  sub- 
ject: CHOOSE  YE  THIS  DAY  by  Elmer  G.  Homrig- 
hausenk  Westminster  (1943)  152  pp.  $1.50. 


THE  APOSTLE  PAUL,  HIS  MESSAGE  AND  DOC- 
TRINE by  Olaf  E.  Moe  (Translated  by  Dr.  L.  A.  Vig- 
ness)  Augsburg  Publishing  House,  $4.75. 

There  have  been  many  books  on  Paul,  some  of  them 
good,  some  not  so  good'.  Here  is  one  that  is  excellent.  It 
is  both  scholarly  and  readable;  factual,  yet  inspirational. 
The  present  volume  is  a  sequel  to  his  former  work,  THE 
APOSTLE  PAUL,   HIS  LIFE  AND  HIS   WORK   (1950).^ 

The  book  is  divided  into  two  parts.  The  first  part  is 
"Paul's  Gospel:  His  Missionary  Message  and  Christian 
Doctrine."  Part  two  is  "The  Theology  of  Paul."  In  these 
two  volumes.  Dr.  Moe  covers  the  field  completely.  How- 
ever, if  one  does  not  have  the  first  volume  the  second  is 
complete  by  itself.  The  author  is  a  Norwegian,  and  Pro- 
fessor of  New  Testament  Exegesis  at  the  Independent 
Theological  Seminary,  Oslo,  Norway. 


Note:  All  of  the  above  books  may  be  ordered  through 
the  Brethren  Publishing  Company. 
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Missionary    Department 


I 


A  STEWARDSHIP  ESSAY  CONTEST 


Reverend  E.  M.  Riddle,  chairman  of  the  Stewardship  and  Tithing  Com- 
mittee, is  announcing  a  stewardship  essay  contest  for  high  school  students, 
sponsored  by  the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church. 

Here  are  the  contest  requirements: 

Subject  of  essay:     ''How  May  1  Be  a  Good  Steward?" 

Length:     Not  to  exceed  500  words 

B'ates  of  contest:    December  1,  1953  to  March  1,  1954 

Those  eligible:     High  school  students 

Awards:     First— $25  00;   second— $15.00;   tiiiid— $10.00 

Essays  submitted  will  be  judged  by  a  competent  committee  and  will 
become  the  property  of  the  Missionary  Board.  Those  rating  first,  second 
and  third  places  will  be  published  in  The  Brethren  Evangelist. 

Send  manuscripts  (typed  and  double-spaced)  to  the  Missionary  Boaid 
of  the  Brethren  Church,  524  College  Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio. 
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DR.  YODER  RECOVERING  RAPIDLY 

The  Brethren  people  and  friends  of  Dr.  Charles  F. 
Yoder  of  Cordoba,  Argentina,  will  be  glad  to  know  that 
Dr.  Yoder  is  recovering  rapidly  from  his  recent  opera- 
tion. Dr.  Garber  Drushal  visited  with  him  while  in  Ar- 
gentina and  was  pleased  to  find  him  in  such  good  health 
and  strong  enough  to  be  present  for  services  a^;  the 
church. 

Norman  Romanenghi,  the  grandson  of  Dr.  Yoder  and  a 
medical  student  at  the  University,  has  cared  for  his 
grandfather  during  the  period  of  recuperation. 

Dr.  Yoder  sent  his  greetings  to  the  North  American 
brethren,  and  his  wi.shes  for  continued  growth  in  the 
church. 


DR.  DRUSHAL  RETURNS 

Dr.  J.  -Garber  Drushal,  president  of  the  Missionary 
Board  of  the  Brethren  Church,  arrived  back  in  the  States 
on  September  13th,  after  spending  approximately  five 
weeks  in  Argentina. 

President   Drushal   is  pleased  with  the  accomplishments 


during  his  visit  with  the  churches  and  Brethren  workers 
there.  He  reports  a  good  spirit  among  the  people  and  the 
churches,  and  expresses  an  optimism  for  the  future  of 
our  church  there.   (A  fuller  report  will  be  given  later.) 

We  thank  God  for  His  providential  care  over  Brother 
Drushal  during  this  trip  and  over  his  family  in  his  ab- 
sence. 


COMMENDATION  FOR  CUMBERLAND 

Recently,  on  these  pages,  we  announced  the  names  of 
three  churches  that  had  voluntarily  released  the  Mission- 
ary Board  from  some  of  their  obligation  in  supporting 
them.  Akron,  Ohio,  volunteered  to  get  along  without  Mis- 
sion Board  help  and  "go  it  alone." 

Mulvane,  Kansas,  and  Tucson,  Arizona,  have  agreed  to 
reduce  the  amount  of  their  support.  Now  Cumberland. 
Maryland,  has  joined  those  who  are  seeking  greater  seif- 
sufficiency;  they  are  also  voluntarily  reducing  the  amount 
of  their  support  fron)  the  Boai-d. 

We  sincerely  congratulate  these  Christian  people  for 
their  willingness  to  help  themselves  and  this  evidence 
that  thev  are  doing  it. 
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ASHLAND   COLLEGE 

GOSPEL  TEAMS 
READY   FOR  SERVICES 

Are  you  iivtetvsted  in  (he  work  of  young  Christian 
leaders? 

Ashland  College  has  a  fine  group  of  sludients  who  are 
willing  to  assist  you  in  any  of  your  church  services,  in 
the   way   of  special   music   and  devotional   talks. 

If  you  will  accept  a  team,  the  church  pastor  should 
write  to  the  college,  stating  the  preference  of  a  girl's 
team,  hoy's  team,  or  a  mixed  team.  Give  them  the  date 
you  want  them.  Write  also  that  you  wan/t  either  all  music, 
or  music  and  a  speaker. 

For  a  mixed  team,  or  a  boy's  gospel  teaini,  you  may 
write  to: 

George   Solomon,   President, 
Men's  Gospel  Team, 
128  W.  11th  St., 
Ashland,  Ohio. 
If  you  prefer  an  all  girl  team,  write  to: 

Julia  Ann  Tritch, 
Allen  Hall,  Ashland  College, 
Ashland,  Ohio. 

We  will  be  ready  and  waiting  to  hear  from  you. 
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and  honor,  having  been  made  for  a  little  while  inferior 
to  the  angels,  so  that  by  God's  favor  He  might  taste 
death  for  all"  (Hebrews  2:9,  0.  G.)  Assuredly  He  invited 
or  called  all  men.  He  would  have  exhibited  "favoritism" 
had  he  not.  In  His  own  words  "Come  unto  me  all  ye 
that  labor  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  1  will  'give  you 
rest"  (Matthew  11:28).  Then  in  John  7:37  we  read  the 
words  of  Jesus:  "If  any  man  thirst,  let  him  come  unto 
me  and  drink."  The  words  "any  man"  do  not  support 
such  doctrine!  In  the  last  chapter  of  the  .Bible  we  read: 
"And  the  Spirit  and  the  Bride  say  '(3ome,'  and  let  him 
that  heareth  say  'come,'  and  whosoever  will  let  him  take 
of  the  Water  of  Life  freely"  (Rev.  22:17).  Truly  God 
justified  (or  made  provision  for  justification,  and  glori- 
fication) for  those  whom  He  invited  or  called;  because 
we  learn  that  men  are  justified  through  faith  in  His 
blood  (Romans  3:24;  .5:9). 

All  these  things  God  provided  or  foreoi-dained  for  all 
men,  because  He  knew  all  men;  but  He  never  makes  men 
Christians  against  their  own  will.  Salvation  may  be  pos- 
sessed only  "Whosoever  vrill."  God  provides  and  man 
must  either  accept  or  reject  God's  provision  for  man. 
Each  member  of  the  Holy  Trinity  has  already  done  every- 
thing He  can  do  for  unsaved  men.  God  so  loved  the 
world  of  sinful  men  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son, 
that    whosoever   believeth     in    Him     should    not    perish." 


Christ  gave  His  all.  The  Holy  Spirit,  in  the  words  o 
Jesus,  "When  He  is  come  he  will  convince  the  world  o 
sin,  and  of  righteousness,  and  of  judgment."  He  ha, 
done  all  He  can  do.  God  has  left  nothing  undone  fo 
man's  salvation.  Therefore  man's  destiny  is  in  his  owi 
hands  and  God  will  hold  him  responsible  for  his  decisior 
regarding  either  the  acceptance  or  rejection  of  the  onh 
begotten  Son  of  God. 

Now   for   the    fourth   and   last   unscriptural    belief: 
IV.    There    is    Nothing    Anyone     can     do     after     Bein^ 
Saved  that  will  Alter  One's  Salvation. 

Satan  must  laugh  when  he  hears  such  doctrine,  because 
it  is  unscriptural.  But  what  great  numbers  are  chanting 
to  the  world!  "Once  saved,  always  saved."  "Once 
Child  of  God,  always  a  child  of  God."  "Once  in  Grace 
always  in  Grace."  Undoubtedly  such  doctrine  must  be 
precious  to  men  who  have  several  old  "skeletons"  in 
their  spiritual  closets  that  come  out  to  haunt  them  and 
remind  them  of  their  sins.  Yet  they  present  this  unstable 
doctrine  without  fully  considering  the  scriptures  upon 
which  they  base  this  false  claim.  One  of  their  favorite 
scriptures  quoted  in  fostering  this  doctrine  is  taken  from 
John  10:27-29:  "My  sheep  hear  my  voice,  and  I  know 
them,  and  they  follow  me:  and  I  give!  unto  them  eternal 
life;  and  they  shall  never  perish,  neither  any  man  pluck 
any  one  of  them  out  of  my  hand.  My  Father,  who  has 
given  to  me  is  greater  of  all:  and  no  one  is  able  to 
wrest  out  of  the  hand  of  my  Father;  I  and  my  Father 
are  one."  Based  upon  this,  their  reasoning  seems  to  be: 
"We  are  God's  sheep,  and  have  this  guarantee  that  no 
man  is  able  to  pluck  us  out  of  God's  hand;  we  are  there- 
fore secure,  and  nothing  we  may  dio  will  alter  our  salva- 
tion." Such  reasoning  is  self  deception,  and  not  in  ac- 
cordance with  God's  Word. 

Most  surely  no  man  cannot  "pluck"  anyone  out  of 
God's  hand.  If  man  could  do  that,  he  would  be  more  pow- 
erful than  God;  therefore  he  cannot.  But  let  us  not  over- 
look the  individual  in  this  case.  God  is  not  going  to  force 
any  man  to  follow  Jesus  Christ.  That  would  destroy 
man's  right  of  exercising  his  own  will.  Relative  to  this 
we  discover  what  Jesus  has  said  about  those  following 
Him:  "Follow  me,  and  I  will  make  you  fishers  of  men" 
(Matthew  4:19).  And  they  of  their  own  will  left  their 
nets  and  followed  Him.  As  Matthew  sat  at  his  "seat  of 
custom"  Jesus  simply  said:  "Follow  me,"  and  "He  arose 
and  followed  Him"  (Matthew  9:9).  "And  He  said  to 
them  ALL,  If  any  man  will  come  after  me,  let  him  deny 
himself,  and  take  up  his  cross  daily,  and  follow  me" 
(Luke  9:23).  Having  continual  fellowship  with  Christ  is 
dependent  upon  man's  walking  with  the  Master.  In  1 
John  1:7  we  read:  "If  we  walk  in  the  light  as  He  is  in 
the  light,  we  have  fellowship  one  with  another,  and 
the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  his  Son  cleanseth  us  from  all 
sin."  Preceding  this  in  verse  G  we  read:  "If  we  say  that 
we  have  fellowship  with  Him,  and  walk  in  darkness,  we 
lie,  and  do  not  the  truth."  Had  it  been  impossible  for 
these  people  to  "walk  in  darkness,"  then  this  writing  was 
and  is  unnecessary!  This  is  a  clear  warning  against  walk- 
ing in  darkness.  When  a  Christian  breaks  fellowship  with 
his  brother,  he  also  breaks  it  with  the  Father  and  with 
the  Son,  because  Christians  are  "joint  heirs"  with  Jesus 
Christ. 

In  speaking  to  these  Jews  as  in  John  10:27-29  as  above 
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luoted,  Jesus  was  talking  to  them  about  members  of  the 
Jewish  family,  because  in  Verse  IG  Jesus  said:  "And 
other  sheep  I  have  which  are  not  of  this  fold;  them  uIho 
t  behooves  me  to  lead;  and  my  voice  they  will  hear, 
and  there  will  be  one  flock  and  one  shepherd"  (John 
10:16).  Now  let  us  read  10:5-0,  and  see  whether  a 
"sheep"  may  be  lost.  "These  twelve  Jesus  sent  forth,  and 
commanded  them,  saying,  Go  not  into  the  way  of  the 
Gentiles,  and  into  any  city  of  the  Samaritans  enter  ye 
not:  but  go  rather  to  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of 
Israel"  (Matthew  10:5-()).  Here  Jesus  Christ  tells  us 
that  some  of  His  "sheep"  were  "lost  sheep"  and  there- 
fore He  sent  His  disciples  to  them  to  preach  the  Gospel 
of  the  Kingdom.  They  had  doubtless  "departed  from 
the  Living  God."  Some  people  forget  that  Christians  may 
depart  from  God  and  from  Christ.  The  Apostle  Paul, 
warned  the  Hebrew  Christians  in  Hebrews  3:12  as  fol- 
lows: "Take  heed.  Brethren,  lest  there  be  in  any  of  you 
an  evil  heart  of  unbelief  in  departing  from  the  Living 
God,  but  exhort  one  another  daily,  while  it  is  called 
"today"  lest  any  of  you  be  hardened  through  the  de- 
ceitfulness  of  sin;  for  we  are  made  partakers  of  Christ 
if  we  hold  the  beginning  of  our  confidence  steadfast  to 
the  end."  Had  it  been  impossible  for  their  salvation  to 
be  "altered"  Paul  would  have  known  it  and  refrained 
from  writing  such  warnings!  Then  in  Hebrews  4:1  we 
are  counseled  "to  fear,"  lest  we  should  "fall  short": 
"Let  us  therefore  fear,  lest,  a  promise  being  left  unto 
us  of  entering  into  His  rest  any  of  you  should  seem  to 
come  short  of  it"  (Heb.  4:1).  If  Christians  are  'secure" 
at  all  times,  why  this  warning? 

In  the  15th  chapter  of  Luke,  Jesus  spoke  three  parables 
to  the  Jews  who  murmured  against  Him  for  receiving 
sinners  and  eating  with  them:  (1)  The  lost  sheep.  (2) 
The  lost  coin.  (3)  The  Lost  son.  Here  again  we  have  a 
"lost  sheep"  and  in  verse  6  Jesus  speaks  of  it  as  "my 
sheep."  Relative  to  the  son,  who  had  of  his  own  accord 
left  the  Father's  House  and  gone  deep  into  the  life  of 
sin  He  said:  "Bring  forth  the  fatted  calf,  and  kill  it,  and 
let  us  eat,  and  be  merry,  for  this  my  son  was  deady  and 
is  alive  again;  he  was  lost  and  is  found"  (Luke  15:23- 
24).  In  verse  32,  he  speaks  of  this  lost  son  as  being  a 
lost  brother:  "It  was  meet  that  we  should  make  merry, 
and  be  glad,  for  this  thy  brother  was  dead,  and  is  alive 
again,  and  was  lost,  and  is  found."  (Luke  15:32).  Read- 
ing of  the  15th  chapter  of  John  15:1-6,  the  words  of  Je- 
sus as  He  was  enroute  to  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane  to 
His  disciples  who  were  "clean,"  Judas'  having  been  left 
behind  to  his  own  business  of  betraying  his  Lord.  Here 
Jesus  tells  his  eleven  faithful  ones  that  He  is  indeed  the 
"true  vine"  and  that  His  Father  is  the  "Cultivator"  and 
that  they  are  the  branches."  The  fact  that  "every  branch 
that  beareth  not  fruit  is  taken  away,"  is  stressed. 
'If  a  man  abidej  not  in  me,  he  is  cast  forth  as  a  branch, 
and  is  withered,  and  they  gather  them  and  cast  them 
into  the  fire  and  they  are  burned"  (John  15:6).  These  are 
His  own  words,  and  no  one  has  the  right  to  undertake  to 
"explain  them  away"  as  some  do.  Is  it  noti  far  better  to 
obediently  follow  our  Lord  Jesus  and  believe  what  He 
has  said,  rather  than  undertaking  to  set  up  some  new 
and  uncertain  doctrine  that  is  unauthorized  by  Holy 
Scripture?  In  the  next  installment  we  shall  discuss  Sal- 
vation as  it  is  outlined  in  God's  Word. 

— Waterloo,   Iowa. 
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ORDINATION   SERVICES   FOR 

REV.  WILLIAM   ANDERSON. 

FRIDAY.    OCTOBER    9TH, 

SERGEANTSVILLE.   NEW  JERSEY. 

BRETHREN   CHURCH 


KEY.  WILLIAM  ANDERSON 


Ordination  Services  for  Rev.  William  Anderson,  Pastor 
of  the  Sergeantsville  and  Calvary,  New  Jersey,  Brethren 
Churches,  will  be  held  Friday  evening,  October  9th,  in  the 
Sergeantsville  Brethren  Church. 

Rev.  Anderson  has  been  licensed  under  the  Ministerial 
Examining  Board  of  the  Pennsylvania  District  for  several 
years,  and  has  been  approved  for  Ordination  to  the  Elder- 
ship in  the  Brethren  Church. 

Rev.  N.  V.  Leatherman  and  Rev.  W.  B.  Brant,  members 
of  the  Pennsylvania  District  Ministerial  Examining 
,Boai-d;  Rev.  Ralph  Mills,  Moderator  of  the  Pennsylvania 
District  Conference  of  Brethren  Churches,  Rev.  Lyie 
Lichtenberger,  and  Rev.  Charles  R.  Munson.  will  partici- 
pate in  the  service. 

In  conjunction  with  the  Ordination  Service,  a  District 
Rallv  of  Brethren  Youth  will  be  held. 


SOUTHEASTERN   DISTRICT 
LAYMEN'S   RALLY 


WHAT?— The  S.  E.  District  Laymen's  Rally 
WHEN— October  17th.  beginning  at  5:15  P.  M. 
WHERE?— Mt.    Video    High    School.    located    on    Rt.    33, 

East  of  Harrisonburg,  Va. 
HOST?- Mt.  Olive  Brethren  Laymen. 

Ike  Litton,  S.  E.  Laymen  Pi-esident. 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELISl 


COMING   EVENTS 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 


of  tile  St.  Janios,  Maiyhuui,  Brethren  Church.  Evening 
speaker,  the  Honorable  Theodore  McKeldin,  Governor  of 
Maryland.  Also,  Fall  Rally  Southeastern  District  W.  M. 
S.— Thui-sday,  October  15th— Rev.  Dyoll  Belote,  Pastor. 

SEKGEANTSVILLE,  N.  J.  Ordination  Service  for  Rev. 
William  Anderson — Friday  evening,  October  9th — Ilex. 
X.  V.  Leatherman,  Rev.  W.  B.  Brant,  Rev.  Ralph  Mills, 
Rev.  Lyle  Lichtenberger,  and  Rev.  Charles  Munson,  par- 
ticipating. Also  PENNSYLVANIA  DISTRICT  BRETH- 
REN YOUTH  RALLY,  same  evening,  same  place.  Home 
Coming  Day  Services — October  11th — Rev.  Charles  Mun- 
son, Speaker.  Kev.  William  Anderson,  Pastor. 

VINCO  (.Mineral  Point,  R.  D.  1)  PENNA.  Homecoming 
and  Rally  Day— October  1 1th— Carry-in  Dinner  at  12:00 
Noon.  DEDICATION  OF  NEW  FELLOWWSHIP 
HOUSE,  with  special  program  at  1:30  P.  M.  Rev.  W.  .B. 
Brant,  Pastor. 

BRYAN,  OHIO.  Revival  Services— October  11th  to  25th 
Rev.  J.  A.  Van  Gorken,  Evangelist;  Rev.  A.  H.  Grumb- 
ling, Pastor. 

NORTH  LIBERTY,  INDIANA.  Home  Coming— Octo- 
ber 11th — Rev.  George  Pontius,  morning  speaker,  Rev.  C. 


C.  Grisso,  afternoon  speaker.  Rev.  Edgar  Berkshire,  Pas 
tor. 

GRETNA.  (Bellefontaine),  OHIO.  Home  Coming— Oc 
tober  11th — Rev.  Edwin  Boardman,  of  Ashland  Seminary 
Faculty,  speaker  at  afternoon  service.  Time:  3:00  P.  M. 
Basket  lunch  at  noon.  Rev.  George  Solomon,  Pastor. 

BURLINGTON,  INDIANA.  Evangelistic  Services— Oc- 
tober nth  to  2.'ith— Rev.  and  Mrs.  L.  O.  McCartneysmith, 
Evangelists.  Homecoming — October  25th — Holy  Commun- 
ion— October   26th — Rev.   Myron   Dodds,   Pastor. 

GOSHEN,   INDIANA.  Home  Coming  and  Rally  Day- 
October  18th — Also,  Quarterly  Cash  Day.  Holy  Commun- 
ion—October 25th— Rev.  Willis  E.  Ronk,  Pastor. 

MEYERSDALE,  PENNA.  Fall  Rally  of  District  Breth- 
ren Youth— Friday,  October  16th,  5:30  P.  M.— Tickets  for 
banquet,  $1.25.  Held  in  Main  Street  Brethren  Church.  Rev. 
Horace  Huse,  Pastor. 

CALVARY,  N.  J.  Home  Coming  Services— October  25th 
— Speaker  to  be  announced.  Rev.  William  Anderson,  Pas- 
tor. 

COUNTY  LINE  (Lapaz),  INDIANA.  Revival  Services 
— November  2nd  to  15th. — Rev.  R.  K.  Higgins,  Evange- 
list; Herbert  R.  Gilmer,  Pastor. 

ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  Revival  Meeting— October 
26th  to  November  8th — Rev.  Percy  C.  Miller,  Evangelist; 
Rev.  Freeman  Ankrum,  Pastor. 


PENNSYLVANIA  DISTRICT 

BRETHREN   YOUTH 

ANNUAL  FALL  BANQUET 

MEYERSDALE.  PENNSYLVANIA, 

OCTOBER   16th— 5:30   P.  M. 
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The  Giant  Fall  Rally  of  the  Pennsylvania  Distiicl 
Brethren  Youth  will  be  held  in  the  Main  Street  Brethren 
Church,  Friday  evening,  October  16th.  Registration  will 
begin  at  5:30  P.  M.,  and  the  Annual  Fall  Banquet  will 
be  .served  at  6:30  P.  M. 

Rev.  Lowell,  pastor  of  the  Ebensburg  Baptist  Chuich, 
will  be  the  guest  speaker,  and  will  show  pictures  of  the 
Holy  Land.  Rev.  Lyle  Lichtenberger,  of  the  .Berlin  Church, 
will  act  as  Toa.stmaster. 

All  young  people  of  the  District  are  urged  to  attend. 
Registrations  should  be  sent  to  Rev.  Horace  Huse,  228 
Main  St.,  Meyersdale,  Penna.  Cost  of  the  banquet,  includ- 
ing registration,  is  $1.25. 

This  Rally  is  sponsored  by  the  Pennsylvanin  Diftrict 
Brethren  Youth  Board. 


This 


"n" 


By  the  EJditor 


That 


I     w^    < 


We  refer  you  back  to  last  week's  Editorial  for  the  coi 
rection  of  a  misleading  error.  The  last  sentence  in  th^ 
first  column  on  page  three  should  read,  "Thus,  if  some- 
thing is  wrong  which  keeps  an  individual  from  commun- 
ing worthily,  it  is  wrong  enough  to  endanger  eternal  sal- 
vation, and  whatever  it  is,  it  had  better  be  gotten  rid  of." 
We  are  truly  sorry  for  this  typographical  error,  and  trust 
that  the  above  correction  will  clear  up  any  confused 
thinking  resulting  f)om  last  week's  version. 


Have  you  ordered  your  copies  of  Dr.  Yoder's  book,  "The 
Faith  of  the  Gospel?"  We  remind  Pastors  and  church 
leaders  of  the  value  of  this  book  for  your  Bible  Study 
classes  this  winter,  and  for  new  and  prospective  members 
of  your  churches.  Any  of  our  Brethren  churches  could 
pi-ofitably  give  to  each  new  family,  or  to  those  interested 
in  becoming  Brethren,  a  copy  of  this  book.  The  cost  is 
low,  65c,  plus  10c  each  for  postage.  By  the  dozen,  $0.60. 
plus  25c  i)er  dozen  for  postage.  Order  now  before  the 
supply  is  exhausted. 
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ackn()wlkim;mknts  and  iha.nks 


On  May  28th,  the  writer  was,  on  a  five  or  six 
hours'  notice,  precipitated  onto  the  operatinf^  tahii' 
in  the  Frederick,  Mar-yland,  Hospital  lor  a  major 
operation,  which  kept  him  an  inmate  of  the  above- 
named  Institution  for  nine  full  weeks.  There  was 
little  pain  or  suffering  connected  with  the  stay  at 
the  hospital,  but  consequent  weakness  from  some 
loss  of  blood  and  inactivity. 

Some  short  time  after  my  attack,  our  physician 
called  at  the  hospital  and  informed  me  that  Mrs. 
Belote  had  been  taken  ill  fi'om  worry  and  failure  to 
take  sufficient  nourishing  food.  Because  she  had 
suffered  former  attacks  of  the  same  sort  she  was 
sent  to  a  psychiatric  hospital  near  Hagerstown,  con- 
ducted by  the  Mennonite  Church.  This  left  things 
in  our  home  without  either  of  us  to  "carry  on,"  but 
our  congregation  took  over  and  cared  for  everything, 
some  of  the  members  volunteering  as  "blood  do- 
nors," others  handling  our  finances  for  us,  and  some 
caring  for  the  care  of  the  home,  and  even  arrang- 
ing for  a  new  home  for  "Frisky,"  the  family  cat. 

No  pastor  and  his  wife  could  have  been  more 
thoughtfully  and  graciously  ministered  to  in  a  time 
of  trial  and  need  than  were  we,  our  congregation 
providing  their  own  substitute  for  the  pulpit  and 
meeting  their  financial  obligation  to  the  pastor  at 
the  same  time.  We  shall  be  ever  under  obligation 
to  these  good  people  for  this  exemplification  of  the 
Christian  spirit. 

Another  development   in   connection   with   our  ill- 


nessew  was  the  unusual  evidence  of  Christian  broth- 

erliness  which  developed  among  our  friends  and 
even  with  the  various  oiganizations  of  the  denomi- 
nation. This  was  manifested  in  the  action  of  the 
Southeast  District  Confeience  which  voted  the  bal- 
ance in  their  treasury,  after  all  bills  were  paid,  to 
our  ministeiing — and  it  was  a  substantial  sum.  Also 
a  numbcM-  of  personal  gifts  accompanied  this  gift 
when  it  came  to  us,  delivered  by  Rev.  Ray  Klingen- 
smith.  After  that  other  gifts  kept  coming  in  until 
almost  half  the  amount  of  our  combined  ho.spital 
bills  were  met.  TTiese  gifts  augmented  the  salary 
which  our  church  paid  regularly,  having  the  amount 
placed  to  our  credit  at  the  bank.  Gifts  were  received 
from  folks  in  the  church  whom  we  never  remember 
of  having  met.  And  formei-  neighbors,  from  our  boy- 
hood home,  sent  gifts  as  well  as  the  practical 
strangers. 

We  should  like  to  send  personal  notes  of  appre- 
ciation to  each  and  every  one  of  our  donors,  but  we 
do  not  know  the  addresses  of  some,  so  we  decided  to 
take  this  means  of  extending  our  gratitude  to  any 
and  all  who  had  a  part  in  ministering  to  our  help 
and  healing  in  our  time  of  affliction.  To  every  indi- 
vidual and  every  organization  of  the  church  which 
sent  money  or  cards  of  greeting  and  sympathy  (and 
the  cards  were  legion)  we  say  "THANK  YOU" 
AND  MAY  GOD  BLESS  AND  REWARD  YOU 
ALL. 

Dyoll  Belote,  Linwood,  Maryland. 
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VALLEY  BRETHREN  CHURCH,  JONES  MILLS,  PA. 

Two  weeks,  September  7th  to  20th,  1953,  spent  with 
The  Valley  Brethren  Church,  Jones  Mills,  Pa.,  50  miles 
southeast  of  Pittsburgh,  and  the  Pastor,  Rev.  E.  M. 
Keck,  and  family,  have  been  characterized  by  Christian 
fellow.ship,  comprehension,  visitation,  and  a  reverent  lis- 
tening to  the  proclamation  of  the  Gospel  by  this  guest 
preacher. 

Visible  results  were  two  sisters,  one,  a  brother,  going 
forward  for  reconsecration,  and  to  transfer  membership, 
and  the  other,  a  young  wife,  who  had  not  been  confirmed 
and  fellowshipped,  following  baptism  some  time  ago.  It 
is  the  promise  of  The  Word,  that  it  will  "not  return  unto 
Him   void,"   and  we    anticipate   the   "Word"   sown   ir    the 


hearts  of  the  174  different  local  members  and  friends,  not 
including  delegations,  who  attended  at  least  one  of  the 
sixteen  services  will  bear  fruit,  both  for  time  and  for 
eternity. 

During  the  first  week,  62  families  were  contacted 
through  calling,  and  during  the  second  week.  tiS  fami- 
lies. Of  course,  many  the  second  week  were  repeats. 
.Brother  Keek's  car  registered  ^30  miles  driven  on  the 
winding  mountain  roads,  which  thread  their  way  over  and 
around  the  woodlands,  just  beginning  to  put  on  their  fall 
gorgeous  splendor.  The  average  attendance  for  the  first 
week  was  35,  and  for  the  second  week,  64.  But,  the  at- 
tendance must  not  have  fully  Indicated  the  appreciation 
of  the  people,  as  their  offering  to  the  evangelist  was 
most  generous. 

Brother  Keck  led  the  praise  services,  and  Mi-s.  Keck 
played  the  piano,  except  wlien  guest  musicians  were  pres- 
ent— and  that  was  at  practically  every  service  I  The  co- 
operation and  inspiration  from  special  groups  fi-om  the 
neighboring  churches  bringing  special  numbei^s  in  Music 
were  exceptional.  In  this  department,  the'  George  Gear- 
harts,  from  Mt.  Pleasant,  15  miles  west,  deserve  special 
mention.  They  share  their  talents  wherever  the  Loni 
leads,  and  were  helping  ^\ith  other  special  services,  else 
they  would  probably  have  been  with  us  at  Jones  Mills  for 
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Topic  for  October   11.   19.")3 

THE  PROTESTANT  ATTm  DE  TOWAUD  THE  BIBLE 

Scripture  Heading:  1  Thess.  2:13;  II  Timothy  3:14-17 

WHAT  IS  THE  PROTESTANT  attitude  toward  the 
Bible?  Is  it  just  another  collection  of  the  world's 
great  literature?  Do  we  read  the  Bible  because  it  con- 
tains some  wonderful  stories  of  the  past  ?  The  Protestant 
Church  has  always  believed  that  the  Bible  is  the  Word 
of  God.  In  writing  to  the  Thessalonian  Chuich,  St.  Paul 
wixjte  ''We  thank  God  without  ceasing,  because,  when  ye 
received  the  word  of  God  which  ye  heard  of  us,  ye  re- 
ceived it  not  as  the  word  of  men,  but  as  it  is  in  truth, 
the  word  of  God." 

L  THE  BIBLE  IS  GOD'S  WORD.  It  would  be  impos- 
sible to  prove  that  the  Bible  is  the  Word  of  God  to  a 
man  who  did  not  believe  in  God,  but  to  the  man  who  has 
had  a  vital  experience  of  God,  there  can  be  no  question 
about  it.  One  of  the  remarkable  indications  that  the  Bible 
is  the  word  of  God  is  the  fact  of  its  great  unity.  It  was 
written  over  a  period  of  about  1500  years  by  men  who 
lived  in  various  parts  of  the  world  and  yet  it  possesses 
the  unity  that  one  would  expect  to  find  in  a  book  that 
was  written  by  one  author.  This  is  what  the  Protestant 
Church  has  pi'oclaimed.  God  spoke  through  the  prophets 
of  old  in  many  different  ways  and  times  and  under  dif- 
ferent circumstances. 

2.  THE  BIBLE  IS  EXHAUSTLESS.  Another  indica- 
tion that  the  Bible  is  the  word  of  God  is  the  fact  that  it 
is  exhaustless.  When  you  read  a  man  made  book  through 
a  few  times,  you  tire  of  it.  The  Bible  challenges  men 
to  read  it  over  and  over.  "The  most  learned,  acute,  and 
diligent  student,  cannot,  in  the  longest  life,  obtain  an 
entire  knowledge  of  this  one  volume.  The  more  deeply 
he  works  the  mine,  the  licher  and  more  abundant  he  finds 
the  ore;  new  light  continually  beams  from  this  source  of 
heavenly  knowledge,  to  direct  the  conduct  and  illustrate 
the  work  of  God  and  the  ways  of  men;  and  he  will  at  last 
leave  the  woild  confessing  that  the  more  he  studied  the 
Scriptures,  the  fuller  conviction  he  had  of  his  own  ig- 
norance and  of  their  ine.stimable  value."  So  wrote  Sir 
Walter  Scott. 

Robert  Vogelcr,  who  was  imprisoned  by  the  Communists 
for  .seventeen  months,  relates  that  he  was  not  permitted 
to  see  a  single  newspaper  or  magazine  in  any  language 
or  to  learn  of  a  single  event  that  had  occuired  during 
that  time.  Although  he  repeatedly  asked  for  a  Bibl<', 
many  months  passed  before  he  received  one.  In  the  mean- 
time he  was  allowed  to  read  a  few  books  that  the  com- 
munists selected  for  him.  After  several  months  he  was 
given  a  copy  of  the  Bible.  Vogeler  declares,  "Although 
I  read  Pickwick  two  or  three  times,  the  other  novels  of 
Dickens,  and  especially  Oliver  Twist,  were  so  depressing 
that  I  could  read  them  only  once.  The  Bible,  in  spite  of 
certain  depi-es.sing  chapters  gave   me  the  gjeatest  solace 


of  all.  1  now  know,  if  I  were  marooned  on  a  desert  islail 
the  Bible  is  the  one  book  above  all  others  that  I  woi| 
most   like  to  possess." 

3.  THE  BIBLE  IS  THE  CHRISTIANS  BLUEPRiM 
I''OI\  LIFE.  A  successful  architect  relates  that  when 
was  a  boy  he  became  the  victim  of  a  fear  which  was 
mar  his  life.  When  he  failed  to  face  up  to  it,  it  becanl 
worse  and  worse.  He  was  able  to  graduate  from  ccrHejl 
only  because  of  very  stern  discipline.  The  fear  continu(| 
unabated  when  he  became  employed  with  a  large  firm 
Philadelphia.  One  day  his  boss  called  him  in  for  a  coil 
ference  and  the  man  thought  that  he  was  to  be  dismissal 
and  so  said  that  he  had  given  thought  to  resigning.  Tl 
senior  member  of  the  firm  made  no  reply  for  a  tim 
When  he  spoke  it  was  to  request  his  secretary  to  brinl 
from  the  files  a  set  of  plans.  He  spread  them  out  on  hi| 
desk. 

"These  are  the  plans  for  a  large  public  building,"  h| 
said.  "They  are  the  finest  plans  ever  drawn  in  this  office. 
Then  he  opened  a  desk  drawer  and  took  out  a  copy  of  th 
New  Testament.  "We  draw  plans  for  buildings,"  he  con 
tinned,  "But  this  little  book  does  something  more  im 
portant.  It  draws  the  plan  of  a  good  and  happy  life.  Yoi 
may  have  read  it  before,  I  know,  but  read  it  again.  Yoi 
may  find  the  bluepi'int  by  which  you  can  make  your  lif( 
over." 

4.  THE  BIBLE  CHANGES  THE  LIVES  OF  PEOPLE 

Those  who  read  and  study  the  Bible  are  led  to  accepi 
the  Christ  it  proclaims.  It  would  be  difficult — yes  impos- 
sible— to  relate  what  wonderful  changes  have  come  into 
the  lives  of  men  and  women  who  have  given  themselves 
to  serious  reading  of  the  Bible.  Out  of  the  last  war  came 
a  very  striking  cartoon.  It  depicted  an  American  soldier 
as  he  landed  on  one  of  the  Pacific  Islands.  Upon  landingi 
he  saw  a  native,  sparsely  garbed,  sitting  with  his  back! 
against  a  palm  tree  and  reading  a  book — the  Bible.  Near 
by  was  a  huge  caldron  of  water  boiling  furiously  over 
a  hot  fire.  The  doughboy,  pointing  to  the  Bible,  said  "Do 
you  believe  in  that?"  The  native  casually  lifted  his  eyes, 
and  pointing  with  his  thumb  to  the  boiling  caldron,  said, 
"If  I  didn't,  you'd  be  in  that!"  Does  it  make  a  difference 
whether  men  believe  that  Word  of  God  ?  A  tremendous 
difference. 

Robert  Moffat,  the  great  missionary  to  Africa,  told 
how  one  day  he  met  an  African  who  was  looking  down- 
cast. He  asked  him  what  the  matter  was,  and  whether 
or  not  anyone  had  died. 

"There  is  nobody  dead,  but  my  son  tells  me  my  dog 
has  eaten  a  leaf  out  of  the  Bible,"  answered  the  man. 
"Well,"  said  Moffat,  "that's  not  so  serious.  I'll  be  glad  to 
replace  the  lost  leaf." 

"Oh!"  exclaimed  the  man,  "it's  not  the  Bible  I'm  wor- 
ried about,  but  the  dog.  That  dog  will  never  again  bite 
anyone  or  fight  the  jackals.  He  will  become  as  tame  as 
the  people  who  believe  that  book.  All  our  warriors  become 
as  gentle  as  women  under  the  influence  of  that  book,  and 
now  my  dog  is  ruined."  One  could  only  wish  that  the 
reading  of  the  Bible  would  influence  more  people  here  in 
the  homo  land  like  that. 

"We  are  the  only  Bible 

The  careless  world  will  read, 
We  are  the  sinner's  Gospel, 
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Wc  arc  tlio  scorfci's  riocd; 
We  are  the  Lord's  last  message, 

Given  in  deed  and  word; 
What  it"  the  type  is  crooked? 

What   if   the   print   is   blurred?" 


IPrayer  THeeting 
Studies 

'By  G.  T.  ^ilmev 


"I  HAVE  SO  MUCH  TO   LIVE  FOR" 

I  have  so  much  to  live  for, 

Since  Christ  my  soul  redeemed, 
Life   glows    with   radiant   meaning — 

Of  which  I  had  not  dreamed — 
Old  selfish  aims  and  pleasures 

Have  faded  now  from  view. 
And  to  my  raptured  vision 

Have  all  things  been  made  new. 

I  have  so  much  to  live  for; 

Henceforth  my  life  must  be 
A  gift  of  consecration 

To  Him  Who  died  for  me; 
Henceforth,  my  sole  ambition — 

To  know,  to  do  His  will; 
Wih  glad  obedient  service 

The  passing  hours  to  fill. 

I  have  so  much  to  live  for! 

I  must  redeem  the  time, 
For  soon  I  shall  be  hearing 

The  bells  of  evening  chime; 
0  blessed  life  of  service 

For  Him  I  dearly  love! 
0  life  supremely  blessed, 

With  Him — at  home  above! 

T.   0.   Chisholm. 

A  S  SAINTS  we  need  to  remember  and  employ  our 
rx  privileges  (2  John  8).  We  not  only  have  the  privi- 
ege  but  also  the  necessity  of  abiding,  in  Christ  (Jolin 
L5:4,  5).  It  is  ours  to  be  partakers  of  the  divine  natui-e 
(2  Peter  1:4).  Being  of  the  household  of  God  (Eph.  2:19), 
A^e  have  access  to  God  by  Christ  (Eph.  3:12).  We  have 
Tierabership  with  the  church  of  the  first-born  (Heb.  12: 
IS).  As  Israel  was  God's  first-born  (Exodus  4:22),  and  a 
dngdom  of  priests  to  God  (Exodus  19:6),  so  also  believ- 
jrs  (Rev.  1:6).  Christ  is  pre-eminently  "the  First-born," 
)r  "First-begotten"  (Heb.  1:6),  and  all  believers  become 
30  by  adoption  (John  1:12,  13).  The  saints  become  breth- 
ren of  Christ  by  adoption  (John  20:17;  Heb.  2:11,  12). 
3ur  names   are   in  the   book   of  life    (Rev.   13:8;   20:15). 

As  saints  we  have  Christ  for  our  Shepherd  (Isaiah 
iO:ll;  John  10:14,  16).  We  have  Christ  for  our  Interces- 
sor, One  Who  prays  and  pleads  for  us  (Romans  8:34; 
Heb.  7:25;  1  John  2:1).  The  promises  of  God  are  ours  (2 
Cor.   7:1;   2   Peter   1:4).   Since  we  belong    to    Christ    all 


thing.s  bf;long  to  u:s  (I  Cor.  3:21-23).  We  are  joint-heira 
with  Christ  "if  so  be  that  we  suffer  with  Hirn"  (Rom- 
ans 8:17).  J{y  such  "suffering"  all  thingH  have  to  work 
together  for  our  good  (RomanH  H:2H).  We  count  it  a  priv- 
ilege to  suffer  for  Christ  (Acts  5:41;  Phil,  l:29^  We 
call  upon  (iod  in  trouble  (Psalm  50:15).  We  have  com- 
mitted ourselves  to  God  (Psalm  31:5;  Acts  7:59;  2  Tim. 
1:12),  and  are  secure  during  public  calamities  (Job  5:20, 
23;  Psalm  27:1-5;  91:5-10).  Having  God  for  our  King 
(Psalm  5:2;  44:4;  Isaiah  44:6;,  we  are  privileged  to  in- 
tercede for  others    (Gen.  8:23-33;   James  5:16), 

We  have  God  for  our  Glory  (P.salm  3:3;  f.saiah  60:19) 
because  He  is  our  Redeemer  (Psalm  19:14;  Isaiah  43:14), 
Salvation  (Psalm  18:2;  27:1;  Isaiah  12:2>,  Father  (Deut. 
32:6;  Isaiah  63:16;  64:8),  Friend  (2  Chron.  20:7;  James 
2:23),  Helper  (Psalm  33:20;  Heb.  13:6),  Keeper  (Psalm 
121:4,  5),  Deliverer  (2  Sam.  22:2;  Psalm  18:2),  Strength 
Psalm  46:1),  Refuge  (Isaiah  25:4),  Shield  (Gen.  15:1; 
Psalm  84:11),  Tower  (2  Sam.  22:3;  Psalm  61:3),  Light 
(Isaiah  60:19;  Micah  7:8),  Guide  (Psalm  48:14;  Isaiah 
58:11),  Law-giver  (Neh.  9:13,  14;  Isaiah  33:22),  Habita- 
tion (Psalm  90:1;  91:9),  Portion  (Psalm  73:26;  Lam. 
3:24).  We  are  one  in  God  and  Christ   (John  17:21). 
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Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vanator 

Lesson  for  October  11,   1953 

GOD'S  DESIGN  FOR  NEW  MEN 

Lesson:  Jeremiah  31:31-34;  I  Peter  1:13-16,  22-23. 

TT  HAS  BEEN  SAID  that  the  "trouble  with  human  so- 
ciety  is  the  sin  that  is  found  in  human  hearts."  Jesus 
gave  the  only  solution  to  the  problem  of  sin  in  these  hu- 
man hearts  when  He  said  to  Nicodemus  (the  Jewish  ruler 
who  came  to  Jesus  by  night) — "^larvel  not  that  I  say 
unto  you.  Ye  must  be  born  again."  This  is  the  thought 
that  was  in  the  mind  of  God  which  we  saw  at  our  lesson 
time  last  Sunday,  for  this  "new  birth"  was  in  the  plan 
of  God  from  the  very  beginning  as  He  prepared  "the 
Lamb  of  God  to  be  the  propitiation  for  the  sin  of  the 
world — even  from  the  foundation  of  the  world."  This  was 
no  afterthought  brought  about  by  a  strange  chain  of 
circumstances.  For  God  in  His  infinite  knowledge  knew 
that  when  He  created  man  a  "free  moral  agent,"  that 
man  would  not,  in  himself,  be  able  to  meet  and  conquer 
all  of  the  temptations  and  seductive  snares  of  the  devil. 
Therefore  He  prepared  the  means  of  regeneration  or  rec- 
reation in  the  person  of  His  Son,  even  before  man  was 
given  the  breath  of  life.  That  is  why  the  regenerated  man 
or  converted  man  is  called  "a  new  creation." 

First  of  all  let  us  remember  that  each  individual  is  re- 
sponsible for  his  OA\-n  life  and  activities.  ^lan  in  his  sin- 
ful condition  cannot  hope  to  become  an  inheritor  of  the 
kingdom  of  God.  There  is  one  thing  however  that  we  so 
often  forget,  and  that  is  that  we  are  also  in  part  "our 
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brother's  keeper."  There  ai-e  certain  obligations  which 
come  to  each  and  every  individual  in  his  relation  to  those 
who  surround  him.  These  obligations  he  cannot  escape.  It 
is  only  as  these  obligations  are  met  that  they  become  a 
means  of  helping  God  to  complete  His  design  for  new 
men.  However,  there  is  no  substitute  for  the  "New 
Birth"  in  the  life  of  the  individual.  It  is  this  being  born 
again    that    prepares    the    individual    to    live    forever. 

Under  the  part  that  the  old  Jewish  nation  played  in 
their  relation  to  God  we  remember  that  the  nation  arose 
or  fell  by  group  allegiance  to  God.  But  under  the  new 
dispensation — with  the  coming  of  Jesus  Christ  into  the 
world — each  now  must  answer  for  himself. 

Some  one  has  said.  "Mankind  is  made  up  of  individual 
persons,  and  only  by  means  of  better  individuals  may  we 
have  better  people  and  a  better  world."  Every  person 
who  has  striven  for  moral  perfection  by  his  own  efforts 
has  always  run  into  the  same  obstacles.  Man  cannot  "lift 
himself  by  his  own  bootstraps,"  so  to  speak.  A  better 
world  of  men  cannot  be  had  without  the  help  of  an  all- 
wise  God  and  Father  above. 

It  has  been  rightly  said  that,  "Only  a  new  heart  can 
make  possible  the  new  life,  and  only  the  new  life  is  capa- 
ble of  transforming  the  moral  and  spiritual  world  of  man. 
All  other  efforts  that  have  as  their  objective  the  build- 
ing of  a  new  world  are  meaningless  and  fruitless.  Men 
behave  as  they  do  because  they  are  the  kind  of  people 
they  are." 

One  thing  we  must  remember  and  that  is  that  every 
soul  that  has  been  redeemed  must  live  a  new  life.  This 
new  life  must  find  its  ultimate  manifestation  in  all  of 
man's  relationships  with  his  fellowman.  We  must  realize 
that  we  must  become  God's  helpers  in  His  design  for 
new  men. 


NEWS  FROM  OUR  CHURCHES 

(Continued  from  page   11) 

every  service.  Also  the  Ralph  Springers,  of  the  Assembly 
of  God,  at  Scottdale,  melted  the  hearts  of  all  with  their 
singing.  At  least  six  neighboring  Churches  furnished  spe- 
cial numbers,  for  which  we  praised  the  Loid. 

Likewise,  surrounding  Brethren  Churches  were  repre- 
sented by  delegations.  Masontown  had  26  members  pres- 
ent, including  Rev.  and  Mrs.  William  Keeling;  Highland, 
21,  including  the  Pastor  and  wife.  Rev.  and  Mis.  J.  E. 
Faust;  Meyersdale,  four,  including  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Horace 
Hu.se;  Mt.  Pleasant,  foui-,  including  the  Gearharts;  Pitts- 
burgh, two,  the  John  Rishels;  and  Berlin,  foui',  the  Fred 
Brants  and  the  John  Kneppers;  AND  Johnstown  Third, 
10,  including  Pastor,  Rev.  E.  M.  Riddle,  Moderator  and 
Music  Director  Floyd  S.  Benshoff,  and  Sunday  School  Su- 
perintendent, Chester  Figart  and  Mrs.  Figait.  Meyer.sdale 
rontributfd  a  flute  solo,  Johnstown  Thiid  a  vocal  solo, 
and  Highland  had  its  choir  of  fifteen  numbers!  Thanks, 
again,  everyone  for  your  attendance. 


Wo  were  lodged  in  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  J 
soph  R.  Bradshaw,  which  is  directly  across  the  road  fro 
the   freshly   white   painted   Church   building   and   parkii 
lot,   surrounded   by  a  white  board  fence.   Except  for  tl 
eleven  meals  when  we  were  "invited  out,"  the  .Bradshav 
and  the  Kecks  entertained.  The  Kecks  went  "all  out"  i 
make   the  fortnight  a  most  enjoyable  one.   We  visited 
"flax  scutching,"  the  $80,000.00  mountain  home  of  a  i\ 
tired    noted    Pittsburgh   Shadyside   Hospital   surgeon,  ai 
saw   several   other  palatial   estates   either  built   or  beiii 
built  by  Pittsburgh  families.  Jones  Mills  is  a  prosperoi 
and  growing  community,  with  many  new,  modern  middh 
class    dwellings   being   built   by   workers     seeking    escap 
from  the  city's  congestion.  All  these  physical  and  fellow 
ship  factors,  enriched  by  working  with  the  Lord's  peopli 
made  our  two  weeks  one  of  the  most  enjoyed  of  our  mir 
istry. 

William   S.   Crick,  Gratis,  Ohio. 


For  use  in  your  Bible  Study 
Classes  this  year. 


The    FAIT 
of  the 

GOSPEL 

Dr.  C.  f.  Voder 


!     Ir- 


Price:  65c  each,  plus  10c  postage  and  handling;  $6.60 
per  dozen,  plus  25c  postage  and  handling.  Order  from 
The  Brethren   Publishing  Company,  Ashland,  Ohio. 
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GRETNA  CHURCH 

NOTES 
IMPROVEMENTS 


The  Gretna  Brethren  Church  is  situated  in  the  fertile 
^iami  Valley  five  miles  west  of  Bellefontaine,  Ohio. 
Surrounded  by  the  farms  of  the  parishioners,  this  church 
las  provided  Spiritual  Food  and  comfort  for  this  com- 
nunity  for  nearly  63  years.  Although  it  is  small,  as 
;hurches  go,  it  has  within  it  that  Vibrant  Force  which 
las  meant  a  continued  useful  life,  and  to  those,  who 
;hrough  the  years  have  attended  her  services,  she  has 
jiven  inspiration  and  guidance,  as  well  as  many  fond 
nemories. 

The  Gretna  Church  has  sei-ved  in  a  capacity  in  which 
lot  many  churches  have  had  the  opportunity  to  serve, 
she  has  been  served  by  student  pastors  from  our  College 
md  Seminary  in  Ashland  for  the  greater  part  of  her  life, 
she  has  given  them  experience,  encouragement  and  in- 
spiration, all  of  which  can  be  labeled  as  vital  needs  of  a 
i^oung  minister.  I  know  of  at  least  a  half  a  dozen  min- 
sters now  active  in  our  denomination  that  can  look  back 
vith  fond  memories  and  a  thankful  heart  to  their  first 
)astorate  at  Gretna.  However  this  has  not  been  all  one- 
;ided.  Her  liberality  through  these  years  of  sei-vice  has 
•eturned  in  the  form  of  continued  opportunity  for  service 
md  a  slow  but  steady  growth. 

It  has  been  nearly  a  year  since  I  have  made  a  report 
)f  the  work  and  progress  in  this  small  corner  of  the 
Liord's  vineyard.  This  then  may  be  labeled  as  an  annual 
•eport.  We  will  be  ending  our  second  year  of  service 
lere  in  about  two  months.  They  have  been  two  years  of 
)lessed  fellowship  with  these  fine  people  and  together 
ve  have  been  drawn  closer  to  the  Lord  whom  we  serve. 

A  Week  of  Evangelism  was  held  from  August  2nd  to 
;he  9th,  the  pastor  bringing  the  messages.  The  Holy 
spirit's  presence  was  evident  in  our  midst  and  as  a  re- 
>ult  five  persons  reconsecrated  their  lives  and  asked  for 


membership  in  our  church.  A  Baptismal  Sei-v'ice  was  held 
on  Sunday,  August  16th.  This  brings  our  membership  to 
a  total  of  59. 

The  attendance  at  present  has  been  steadily  growing. 
The  Sunday  School  attendance  on  August  9th  and  16th 
was  61,  and  our  church  attendance  usually  averages 
about  thi-ee  or  four  above  that  of  the  Sunday  School. 
Our  steady  growth  in  attendance  makes  it  possible  to 
broaden  our  program;  thereby  providing  a  better  Spir- 
itual program  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  community. 
Growth  in  attendance  and  a  steadily  expanding  program 
go  hand  in  hand,  each  augmenting  the  other,  and  mak- 
ing  possible   the   continued    advancement    of   both. 

A  growing  interest  in  our  denominational  program  has 
been  evidenced  and  the  offerings  to  support  these  inter- 
ests have  steadily  increased.  This  church  ranked  fii-st 
among  our  Brethren  churches  in  the  Home  Missionary 
Offering  at  Thanksgiving,  thus  proclaiming  a  vital  in- 
terest in  the  over-all  church  program. 

This  past  Spring  found  a  J^oOO.OO  addition  in  the  form 
of  a  new  vestibule  and  the  replacement  of  the  inner 
doors.  At  the  same  time,  Brother  and  Sister  Banner 
Bush  presented  the  chui-ch  with  a  new  bullletin  board. 
Now  under  consideration,  although  not  official  as  yet.  is 
a  new  Sunday  School  room. 

The  Lord  has  blessed  this  work  and  we  are  praying 
that  He  shall  continue  to  do  so  and  that  we  may  move 
only  as  He  directs.  It  is  the  desire  of  the  Gi-etna  church 
that  she  may  be  useful  in  the  building  up  of  the  Kingdom 
by  proclaiming  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  in  such  a  ^^"ay 
that  men  may  hear  and  accept  this  great  message  of  sal- 
vation. 

— George  W.  Solomon. 


In     The     Brethren     Evangelist 


Next     Week 
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BKDADMAN  COMMENTS 

1954 

By    \l.    raul  Caiidill 

A  lesson  commentary  organized  to  help  Bible  students  see  Bible 
study  in  its  larger  perspective.  Each  lesson  is  developed  according  to 
an  outline  .  .  .  significant  words  and  phrases  are  explained  .  .  .  The 
whole  Bible  passage  is  treated  under  a  unified  outline  .  .  .  the  signifi- 
cance of  Bible  teaching  for  present-day  Christians  is  summarized. 
Price:  $2.25.  Include  10c  for  cost  of  mailing. 
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POLNTS 
EMPHASIS 


POINTS    FOR    EMPHASIS 

1954 

By    Clifton     J.    Allen 

A  compact,  pocket-size  commentary  on  the  International  Sunday 
School  lessons  for  1954.  Each  Bible  lesson  has  an  introductory  para- 
graph ...  an  explanation  of  the  lesson  .  .  .  Truths  to  Live  By  ...  A 
Verse  to  Remember,  and  the  daily  Bible  readings.  Price:  75c.  Include 
10c  for  cost  of  mailing. 


CHRISTIAN    STATIONERY 
SCRIPTURE  TEXT  STATIONERY 

No.  C91.  Ripple  tone  stock  is  different  and  attractive.  Three 
beautifully  styled  Scripture  verses,  printed  in  blue,  will  prove  a 
great  blessing  to  those  who  read.  48  single  sheets,  size  6  x  10  inches, 
with  supply  of  envelopes  to  match  make  this  box  Hhe  best  value 
available  in  quality  Christian  stationery.  In  attractive  gift  box. 
PRICE  .$1.25.  Include  10c  for  cost  of  mailing. 
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Publithfd    wffkly.    cxcrpt    the    loiitih    week    in    Jiilv    and 
Ih*    list    wtck    in    December. 

I  ME  HIJEIHUEN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 
Ashland,  Ohio 

PRl'DENTIAL  COMMl'HEE 

J.   E.  Stookey,  Pres.;   H.  E.  Weidenhamer,  Vice  Prea. 
J.  G.   Dodds,  Secret  a  ry-Ti-easui-er 

EnrrOR  OE  publications— W.  St.  Clair  Benshoff 

CONTRIBUTING  EDITORS 

Rev.   Dyoll    Belote  Rev.  John   Byler 

Rev.  C.  Y.  Gilmer  Rev.  Fred  C.  Vanator 

DEIVARFMENT  EDITORS 
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Items  of  general  Interest 

ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  Brother  Freeman  Ankrum 
reports  that  8  were  baptized  in  the  new  baptistry  on  Sep- 
tember 27th,  with  three  of  these  being  received  into 
membership  in  the  St.  James  church  the  next  Sunday. 

JONES  MILLS,  PENNA.  Brother  Elmer  M.  Keck  re- 
ports a  gain  of  33%  in  church  membership  during  the  few 
years  he  has  been  pastor  at  Jones  Mills. 

NEW  LEBANON,  OHIO.  Brother  and  Sister  John  By- 
ler became  the  proud  parents  of  their  fourth  girl,  Jean- 
nette  Louise,  on  September  9th. 

SMITHVILLE,  OHIO.  Dr.  J.  Garber  Drushal,  President 
of  the  Missionary  .Board  of  the  Brethren  Church,  was 
guest  speaker  at  the  Smithville  Laymen's  meeting  re- 
cently. 

DAYTON,  OHIO.  Brother  Floyd  Sibert,  Pastor  of  the 
Brethren  Church  at  Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio,  was  guest  speak- 
er at  the  Dayton  Vesper  Service  on  Sunday,  September 
20th. 

FREMONT,  OHIO.  We  have  received  word  that  Brother 
George  Hagenbuck,  who  suffered  a  heart  attack  during 
the  summer,  is  able  to  be  up  and  around,  but  as  yet  has 
not  been  able  to  preach.  We  are  glad  to  hear  of  this 
measure  of  recovery  and  urge  the  .Brethren  to  continue 
remembering  him  in  prayer. 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  The  October  "Family 
Fellowship  Meeting"  was  scheduled  for  noon,  on  Sunday, 


October  11th,  in  order  to  further  enjoy  the  fellowshi 
of  the  Central  District  Brethren  meeting  in  the  Milledge 
ville  church   for   Conference,   October  8th  to   11th. 


COMING  EVENTS 


We  invite  all  Pastors,  church  leaders,  to  avail  them 
selves  of  this  column,  for  announoing  special  events  ii 
their  churches.  Be  sui-e  the  information  reaches  us  a 
least  three  weeks  ahead  of  date  of  scheduled  event. 


ASHLAND  COLLEGE.  Homecoming— Saturday,  Octo 
her  17th— DEDICATION  OF  THE  NEW  MOLLER  PIPJ 
ORGAN  in  the  Ashland  College  Memorial  Chapel — Sun 
day,  October  18th — Time  of  activities  announced  on  pag< 
five  of  this  Evangelist. 

LINW^OOD,  MARYLAND.  Homecoming  Day— Octobe: 
11th — Afternoon  speaker,  Rev.  Freeman  Ankrum,  Pasto 
of  the  St.  James,  Maryland,  Brethren  Church.  Evening 
speaker,  the  Honorable  Theodore  McKeldin,  Governor  o: 
Maryland.  Also,  Fall  Rally  Southeastern  District  W.  M 
S. — Thursday,  October  15th — Rev.  Dyoll  Belote,  Pastor. 

VINCO  (Mineral  Point,  R.  D.  1)  PENNA.  Homecoming 
and  Rally  Day — October  11th — Carry-in  Dinner  at  12:0( 
Noon.  DEDICATION  OF  NEW  FELLOWWSHII 
HOUSE,  with  special  program  at  1:30  P.  M.  Rev.  W.  ,B 
Brant,  Pastor. 

BRYAN,  OHIO.  Revival  Services— October  11th  to  25tl 

Rev.  J.  A.   Van  Gorken,  Evangelist;   Rev.  A.   H.  Grumb- 
ling, Pastor. 

NORTH  LIBERTY,  INDIANA.  Home  Coming— Octo 
ber  11th — Rev.  George  Pontius,  morning  speaker,  Rev.  Ci 
C.  Grisso,  afternoon  speaker.  Rev.  Edgar  Berkshire,  Pasi 
tor. 

GRETNA,  (Bellefontaine),  OHIO.  Home  Coming— Oc 
tober  11th — Rev.  Edwin  Boardman,  of  Ashland  Seminarj 
Faculty,  speaker  at  afternoon  service.  Time:  3:00  P.  M 
Basket  lunch  at  noon.  Rev.  George  Solomon,  Pastor. 

BURLINGTON,  INDIANA.  Evangelistic  Services— Oc- 
tober 11th  to  25th— Rev.  and  Mrs.  L.  0.  McCartneysmith, 
Evangelists.  Homecoming — October  25th — Holy  Commun- 
ion— October  26th — Rev.   Myron   Dodds,   Pastor. 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  Home  Coming  and  Rally  Day- 
October  18th — Also,  Quarterly  Cash  Day.  Holy  Commun- 
ion—October 25th— Rev.  Willis  E.  Ronk,  Pastor. 

MEYERSDALE,  PENNA.  Fall  Rally  of  District  Breth- 
ren Youth— Friday,  October  16th,  5:30  P.  M.— Tickets  for 
banquet,  $1.25.  Held  in  Main  Street  Brethren  Church.  Rev, 
Horace  Huse,  Pastor. 

MT.  OLIVE,  VIRGINIA.  Holy  Communion— October 
18th — Dr.  John  F.  Locke,  Pastor. 

LOUISVILLE,  OHIO.  Homecoming  Day— October  18th 
— Rev.  L.  V.  King,  Pastor. 

(Continued  on  Page  11) 
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hiigher  Education  In   The  Brethren   Qhurch   --   IQ^S-"^^ 


OCTOBER  IS  EDUCATIONAL  MONTH  in  the  Breth- 
ren Church.  This  is  the  month  when  Bi'ethren  unite 
;heir  financial  efforts  for  the  support  of  Ashland  College 
ind  Theological  Seminary. 

A  whole  volume  of  words  will  do  nothing  to  raise  a 
arge  offering  for  Ashland,  unless  we  Brethren  are  sold 
)n  Ashland  in  our  hearts.  And  there  is  no  reason  why 
ve  should  not  be  sold  on  Ashland  College  and  Seminary 
IS  a  .Brethren  institution — as  the  Brethren  Institution  of 
ligher  Christian  education. 

This  month,  October,  is  a  wonderful  time  for  Brethren 
0  prove  that  they  are  supporting  Ashland  College  and 
seminary.  The  opportunity  is  here  to  pledge  allegiance 
0  the  efforts  of  Dr.  Glenn  L.  Clayton,  President  of  Ash- 
and  College  and  Seminary,  to  Dr.  L.  E.  Lindower,  Dean 
)f  Ashland  College,  to  Dean  Delbert  B.  Flora,  Dean  of 
\.shland  Theological  Seminary,  to  Mr.  A.  Glenn  Carpenter, 
Business  Manager  of  Ashland  College  and  Seminary,  to 
he  other  faculty  members,  administrative  staff,  to  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  and  to  many  others.  These  Brethren 
nen  are  sympathetic  to  The  Brethren  Church  and  its  re- 
ationship  to  Ashland  College. 

Their  problems  in  operation,  limited  income,  new  build- 
ng  program,  etc.,  are  great.  We  need  to  remember  them 
n  our  prayers,  for  they  are  doing  a  fine  job  which  few 
aembei-s  of  The  Brethren  Church  fully  know  about  or 
eally  understand. 

Last  yeai- — The  .Brethren  Church  gave  $9,952.75  in  the 
educational  Day  Offering.  Gifts  from  the  Woman's  Mis- 
ionary  Society,  The  National  Sunday  School  Association, 
ind  scholarships,  amounted  to  about  $6,700.00.  Total  op- 
irating  expenses  of  Ashland  College  and  Seminary 
mounted  to  nearly  $327,000.00!  Directly  from  the  stu- 
lents  came,  for  tuition,  books,  fees,  board,  approximately 
1220,000.00.  Income  from  Endowment  funds  amounted  to 
learly  $25,000.00.  This,  with  a  deficit,  or  loss,  of  $37,- 
100.00  completes  the  story  financially.  (Data  secured  from 
953  Financial  Report.) 

Let's  enlarge  on  these  facts  a  moment  or  so.  Had  the 
Brethren  given  $50,000.00  last  October  instead  of  less 
han  $10,000.00,  there  would  have  been  no  deficit.  This 
rould  have  removed  one  of  the  greatest  problems  facing 
Ashland  administration.  It  also  points  out  that  out  and 
leyond  the  direct  financial  support  of  the  College  by  The 
Jrethi-en   Church   there  is  tremendous  help  coming  from 


other  sources.  It  also  shows  that  in  1953  The  Brethren 
Church  must  awaken  to  the  urgent  need  of  a  greater  sup- 
port of  Ashland  College  and  Seminary  by  Brethren  people. 

The  bare  tnath  is  that  instead  of  putting  dollar  bills  in 
our  Educational  Day  envelopes,  and  excusing  ourselves 
from  further  obligations  for  a  whole  yeai-,  we  must, 
through  sacrificial  giving,  put  $5,  $10,  $20,  and  SlOO 
bills,  yes,  even  $1000  bills  or  checks  in  our  Educational 
offering  this  month.  We  must,  instead  of  budgeting  $50, 
$100  or  $200  a  quarter,  launch  out  and  budget  81,000  or 
$2000  or  more  a  quarter.  It  will  not  "hurt"  the  Brethren 
Church  to  do  this, — rather,  it  will  prove  a  real  blessing. 

This  Editor  is  aware  that  the  Church  has  done  very 
well — in  giving  to  the  remodelling  fund  a  few  years  ago, 
in  building  the  Memorial  Chapel,  and  now,  in  pledging  to 
the  new  building  fund.  For  the  new  buildings,  something 
over  $100,000.00  has  been  pledged  out  of  a  proposed  S150,- 
000.00  for  the  church,  which  is  commendable.  Some 
Brethren  have  given  and  given,  and  shall  continue  to 
give.  Others  must  be  enlisted  this  month. 

Let  us  note,  though,  that  while  the  Church  has  been 
apportioned  $150,000.00  of  the  new  building  projects,  that 
the  total  building  cost  is  around  $600,000.00.  This  means 
that  $450,000.00  will  come  from  other  sources.  Approxi- 
mately $200,000.00  of  this  came  from  insurance  on  the 
Old  Founders'  Hall,  lea\ing  $250,000.00  to  be  raised  by 
Ashland  Alumni,  city  of  Ashland,  and  other  special  gifts. 
For  all  of  these  we  are  truly  appreciative. 

Brethren,  we  should  be  so  appreciative  of  what  the 
Administrative  leaders  of  our  College  and  Seminary  are 
doing,  and  of  what  other  interested  individuals  and  groups 
are  doing  that  we  will  back  them  with  our  very  best 
financial  gifts  this  October. 

We  have  everything  to  win  if  we  give  our  full  support. 
We  have  much  to  lose,  if  we  do  not.  Therefore,  as  we 
see  it,  this  is  the  crucial  year  for  the  Brethi-en  and  Ash- 
land College  and  Seminary.  [Many  persons  have  sacrificed 
and  given  of  their  lives  and  wealth  in  decades  past  to 
preserve  for  us  a  College  and  Seminary  in  which  our 
young-  people  can  be  trained  in  a  Christian  atmosphere. 
Many  men  and  women  are  making  similar  sacrifices  to- 
day. Are  you.  Brethren,  ready  to  give  your  efforts  and 
substance  to  give  Ashland  the  kind  of  support  it  must 
have  from  the  Church?  Your  offerings  \\ill  do  much  to 
answer  the  question.  W.  S.  B. 
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Remember  -  -  - 


Dr.  Glenn  L.  Clayton,  President, 
Ashland  College  and  Seminary. 


SEVENTY-P^lVE  YEARS  AGO  this  year, 
Brethren  people  founded  Ashland  College  to 
"establish  and  maintain  a  college  for  promoting 
education,  religion,  morality  and  the  fine  arts  and 
to  secure  to  its  members  and  patrons  the  advan- 
tages of  education  in  all  departments  of  learn- 
ing and  knowledge." 

Through  the  years,  Ashland  College  has  never 
lost  sight  of  that  early  objective.  About  five  thou- 
sand 3'Oung  men  and  women  have  enrolled  in  the 
college  and  taken  liberal  arts  work  in  a  Christian 
atmosphere.  A  great  variety  of  work  has  been  of- 
fered, preparing  students  for  the  ministry,  mis- 
sions, church  leadership,  teaching,  business,  the 
professions,  politics,  music,  art  and  other  voca- 
tions. Always  the  effort  is  to  present  this  work  in 
a  Christian  setting  in  keeping  with  the  doctrines 
of  The  Brethren  Church. 

Today,  Ashland  College  stands  firmly  for 
sound,  basic  education  at  a  high  level  of  excel- 
lence, with  the  best  teachers  available,  with  ade- 
quate libraries,  laboratories,  and  other  necessary 
equipment.  Such  is  the  aim  of  Ashland  because 
such  has  always  been  the  aim  of  The  Brethren 
Church  in  supporting  Ashland  College.  Then, 
along  with  this  high  .standard  of  schola.stic  ex- 
cellence, A.shland  College  insi.sts  upon  equally 
fiTTn  .standards  of  Chri.stian  excellence.  The  Bible 


is  required  reading  of  all  students;  chapel  is 
daily  experience;  students  are  counselled  reguJai 
ly  to  think  seriously  on  spiritual  matters  whil 
speakers,  panels,  and  other  programs  add  to  thi 
emphasis. 

Most  of  the  ministers  and  missionaries  an^ 
many  of  the  lay  leaders  of  The  Brethren  Churcl 
received  all  or  part  of  their  training  in  Ashlani 
College  and  Seminary.  The  service  has  been  Ion; 
and  faithful,  during  the  entire  history  of  Th 
Brethren  Church. 

This  year  Ashland  College  is  celebrating  he 
seventy-fifth  birthday;  and  The  Brethren  Churcl 
is  rejoicing  with  her  on  a  record  of  faithful,  spir 
itual  leadership  as  well  as  a  constant  example  o 
cultural  challenge.  National  and  state  leaders 
Ashland  and  Mansfield  friends,  and  industrialist 
over  a  wide  area  join  in  the  tribute  to  the  col 
lege. 

Most  of  these  friends  as  well  as  the  church  ar 
being  called  upon  to  contribute  heavily  to  th 
building  program  now  in  progress  on  our  cami 
pus.  The  response  to  this  urgent  appeal  has  beei 
very  good  but  help  is  still  needed  if  we  are  t^ 
complete  the  project  on  schedule  and  with  onl: 
reasonable  indebtedness.  We  are  confident  tha 
all  churches  and  individuals  who  can  possibly  d( 
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,o  will  make  a  special  'effort    to    assist    in    this 
)uiidin}j:  program  this  year. 

Meantime,  the  cost  of  operating  the  college 
:oes  on.  Students  pay  tuition  and  fees  but  this 
quals  only  about  one-half  the  actual  cost.  Thus 
tudents  pay  $400  and  other  income  must  add  an- 
ither  $400  for  every  student  enrolled.  Much  of 
his  additional  $400  must  be  contributed  by  the 
hurch  and  friends. 

In  this  75th  year,  we  have  a  goal  of  $75,000  in 
ontributions  from  all  sources  for  operating  pur*- 
>oses.  With  this  sum  we  will  be  able  to  pay  all 
operating  costs  and  perhaps  reward  a  deserving 
,nd  underpaid  faculty  for  faithful  service. 

The  Brethren  Church  is  asked  to  contribute 
.20,000  toward  this  goal  of  $75,000.  Make  it  a 
pecial  birthday  gift  of  appreciation  for  seventy- 
ive  years  of  service  to  The  Brethren  Church.  If 
lossible,  make  your  regular  Educational  Day  Of- 
ering,  then  add  ra  substantial  sum  as  you  share 
ti  the  special  birthday  gift  to  your  college. 

Finally,  we  want  all  this  done  before  the  offi- 
ial  birthday  celebration  on  December  5th.  On 
hat  evening,  we  hope  every  church  will  have  a 
pecial  program  featuring  the  college  and  semi- 
lary.  We  want  these  to  be  gala  affairs  and  will 
elp  with  materials  if  requested.  We  want  the 
ifts  and  we  want  your  prayers. 

In  Ashland,  we  shall  have  a  "family"  dinner 
ollowed  by  the  birthday  celebration  and  the  ded- 
iation  of  the  new  Student  Union. 

Remember  the  date,  December  5th.  Start  plan- 
ling  now  to  do  something  special  in  your  church. 


Uemember  old  Ashland  C'ollege  with  a  special  gift 
of  appreciation   i'ov  seventy-five  years  of  faithful 

s:'rvice. 


DR.  GLENN  L.  CLAYTON 


ASHLAND  COLLEGE  HOMECOMING  ACTIVITIES 


SATURDAY,  OCTOBER   17,  19.53 

45 — Presentation    of    the    Homecoming    Queen 

00 — Homecoming  Football  game  in  Redwood  Stadium 

30 — Almuni  Dinner 

00 — Homecoming  Play. 

SUNDAY,    OCTOBER    18.    1953 

;00 — Dedication    of   the   Moller   Pipe   Organ   in   Memorial 
Chapel 


Everyone  coming  to  the  Ashland  College  Campus  for 
this  Homecoming  occasion  will  see  the  almost  completed 
Student  Union  Building,  the  tirst  floor  walls  of  the  new 
Founders'  Hall  well  on  their  way  to  completion,  and  the 
new  organ  in  Memorial  Chapel.  You  will  not  want  to  miss 
being  on  the  Ashland  College  Campus  for  Homecoming 
this  month. 
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COMMIT  TO  FAITHFUL  MEN 

Rev.    Delbert    B.    Flora,    Dean,    Ashland    Theological    Seminar 


"The  t}ii)iys  that  thou  hast  heard  of  me  .  .  .  the 
same  eotnmit  thou  to  faithful  men,  who  shall  be 
able    to    teach    others    also,"    2    Timothy    2:2. 


THE  YOUNG  PASTOR  and  apostolic  represen- 
tative, Timothy,  stood  in  a  position  of  great 
responsibility  in  relation  to  the  Apostle  Paul  who 
had  commissioned  him  and  to  the  churches  of 
Ephesus  and  the  surrounding  territory.  Paul  had 
been  personall^^  commissioned  by  the  resurrected 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  as  he  states  in  his  letter  to  the 
Galatians.  His  message  of  salvation  by  faith 
apart  from  meritorious  works  had  been  directly 
revealed  to  him  by  the  Lord ;  he  did  not  receive 


it  from  men  or  human  agency.  For  long  years  h 
had  labored  and  suffered  to  preach  and  defen 
that  message.  He  had  passed  it  on  to  other  me 
such  as  Titus,  Luke,  Barnabas,  Silas,  Timoth 
and  even  Peter.  Those  who  received  it  at  firs 
hand  from  Paul  were  to  give  it  to  others  wh 
should  do  the  same. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  Paul  considered  the  mei 
sage  a  commitment  of  trust.  He  asked  Timoth 
to  -entrust  it  to  faithful  men  who  would  teach  i 
again.  The  Brethren  Church  has  received  a  trus 
from  her  founders,  from  the  Church  cf  Christ  a 
large  aiid  from  Him  who  founded  it.  Again  Th 
Brethren  Church  has  committed  a  trust  to  Ash 


Aahland  Theological  Stcninary  Faculty  Members:  Prof.  Henry  Bates,  Dean  Delbert  B.  Flora,  Prof.  Edwin  Boardma: 
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land  College  and  Ashland  Theological  Seminary. 
The  Seminary's  very  special  responsibility  is  that 
of  passing  its  entrustment  to  young  poopio  of  the 
Brethren  Church  who  have  receivod  the  Divine 
call  to  preach  the  Gospel  from  the  pulpit,  on  tht- 
mission  field,  before  Sunday  school  classes  and  in 
all  kinds  of  lay  and  special  activity. 

What  do  you  desire  your  Seminary  to  do  about 
its  responsibility?  What  do  you  want  it  to  do  for 
the  Brethren  Church?  It  has  done  and  is  doing 
this:  All  the  Bible  courses  in  the  college  are 
taught  by  the  Seminary.  All  the  religious  educa- 
tion courses  in  the  College  are  supervised  by  the 
Seminary.  The  seminary  and  pre-seminary  stu- 
dents constantly  exercise  Christian  influence  and 
leadership  among  the  college  students.  Ministers 
and  missionaries  are  being  taught  and  trained.  By 
far  the  great  majority  of  ministers  and  mission- 
aries in  the  Brethren  Church  have  received  all  or 
part  of  their  formal  training  in  your  Seminary. 
Many,  many  leaders  have  studied  the  Bible  under 
seminary  professors  while  students  at  Ashland 
College. 

Do  the  Brethren  people  want  such  work  to  con- 


tinue? Do  they  want  Ashland  The<;logical  Semi- 
nary to  do  bigger  and  better  work?  Do  they 
want  its  program  and  .standard.s  broadened  and 
raised?  If  they  do,  they  will  take  advantage*  of 
the  opportunity  which  this  .seventy-fifth  anniver- 
sary year  affords  to  make  thdr  wishes  known. 
They  will  make  this  year's  Educational  Day  of- 
fering a  really  big  one. 

Remember  that  the  Seminary  as  an  integral 
part  of  the  College  shares  in  the  seventy  fifth 
anniversary  celebrations.  It  shares  in  all  gifts.  It 
shares  in  every  advance  and  improvement  on 
Ashland  College  campus.  It  shares  in  eveiy  dis- 
tinction and  accreditation.  It  shares  in  every 
growth  of  the  denomination.  It  shares  in  eveiy 
loss  and  "down-sitting"  of  the  College  and  the 
Brethren  Church. 

Let  us  each  one  do  his  part  as  he  ought  to  do 

it  so  that  Ashland  Theological  Seminary  can  do 
still  better  in  following  the  principles  of  Paul's 
exhortation  to  Timothy:  "The  things  that  thou 
hast  heard  of  me  .  .  .  the  same  commit  thou  to 
faithful  men,  who  shall  be  able  to  teach  others 
also." 


Ashland  Seminary  and  Pre-Seminary  Students  and  Faculty — 19o2-l953. 
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Have   You  Considered! 


1.  Only  at  Ashland  College  and  Seminary  are  hpecific  Brethren  doc- 
trines taught. 

2.  Ashland  teaches  the  whole  Bible  and  accepts  all  its  truths. 

3.  Most  of  the  ministers  and  missionaries  of  the  Brethren  Church  re- 
ceived all  or  part  of  their  training  in  Ashland  College  and  Semi- 
nary. 

4.  The  college  campus  provides  a  spiritual  and  social  center  for  The 
Brethren  Church.  Not  only  at  (ieneral  Conference  time,  but  through- 
out the  year,  denominational  plans  and  interests  are  fostered  there. 

5.  The  college  is  fully  accredited  among  American  colleges.  Its  credits 
are  accepted  everywhere. 

6.  Seventy-five  years  of  service  to  the  Brethren  Church  and  her  youth 
should  be  rewarded. 

Remember  Ashland  College  and  Seminary  this  year  with  a  larger 
gift  to  the  Educational  Day  Offering.  Make  it  a  birthday  gift  of 
appreciation   for  seventy-five   years  of  faithful   service. 
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Who  Believes  In  A 
Church  College? 

Dr.  L.  E.  Lindower, 
Dean,  Ashland  College 


BELIEVING  VERY  MUCH  in  Ashland  Col- 
lege, my  church  college,  has  so  involved  me 
that  I  barely  have  time  to  put  down  the  words  to 
express  it.  While  we  here  on  the  College  staff  are 
so  busy  with  its  operation,  we  fully  realize  that 
it  could  not  exist  without  many  faithful  and  gen- 
erous Christian  friends. 

The  Brethren,  as  well  as  practically  all  other 
denominations,  have  been  constrained  to  establish 
colleges  for  "promoting  education,  religion,  mor- 
ality and  the  fine  arts."  This  involves  the  train- 
ing of  ministers  and  missionaries,  but  also  much 
more.  It  includes  Christian  scholarship,  character 
and  refinement  for  young  people  prepai'ing  for  all 
walks  of  life. 

The  large  number  of  Church-related  colleges  in 
cpcraticn  today  attests  to  the  fact  that  they  have 
a  host  of  believers.  Many  leaders  of  liberal  arts 
colleges  and  of  stafce-supported  institutions  of 
higher  education  witness  to  the  need  for  the 
Christian  purpose  and  ethics  which  the  church 
college  can  supply.  In  these  folks  the  church  col- 
lages have  big  fi-iends. 

In  the  last  few  years  a  new  group  cf  believers 
has  arisen  among  leaders  of  business  and  indus- 
try who  have  be^n  to  band  together  for  the  sup- 
port of  small  colleges,  the  majority  of  which  are 
church-related.  This  large  group  of  successful 
men  began  to  realize  that  most  cf  them  had  had 
the  foundation  of  their  education  in  a  church  col- 


lege. In  a  highly  mechanized  rage  these  masters  of 
mechanics  know  that  the  spiritual  emphases  in 
education  needed  preserving.  They  must  Jmve 
been  concerned  for  fear  the  churches  might  let 
their  own  colleges  die! 

The  church  colleges  have  as  their  friends  those 
who  believe  in  the  training  of  the  whole  person, 
body,  soul  and  spirit.  Those  who  want  their 
young  people  to  have  more  than  training  for  a 
job  will  believe  in  and  support  a  church  college. 
Those  who  believe  that  an  education  must  seek  to 
help  each  person  realize  his  full  capacities  will  be 
church  college  supporters.  Those  who  know  that 
no  person  can  be  complete  without  adding  the 
spiritual  to  the  physical  and  mental  will  believe 
the  church  college  worth  sacrificing  for. 

The  Brethren  Church  owes  much  to  those  who 
have  been  willing  to  sacrifice  for  Ashland  College. 
Ashland  College  needs  more  of  those  who  will 
give  financially,  and  also  those  who  will  qualify 
and  offer  themselves  in  the  service  of  their 
church  college. 

Ashland  College  pulled  me  out  of  my  self-con- 
scious, inferiority  complex  "shell"  during  my  stu- 
dent days  and  has  been  responsible  for  practic- 
ally every  opportunity  for  advancement  in  service 
since.  1  believe  in  my  church  college. 

Educational  Day  in  The  Brethren  Church  will 
be  another  opportunity  for  those  who  believe  in 
their  church  college. 
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Questions  and  Answers 
about  Ashland   College  and  Seminary 


Is   Ashland   College  audi  Seminary   Brethren? 

YES,  definitely.  The  Brethren  Church,  through  the 
.Board  of  Trustees,  controls  all  phases  of  the  program 
of  Ashland  College.  Brethren  theology  and  doctrine 
are  stressed.  38  of  the  44  Board  members  are  Breth- 
ren. 

How  much  did  it  cost  to  operate  Ashland  College  last 
year? 

$327,000  for  1952-53. 

Where  does  this  money  come  from  ? 

About  one-half  is  paid  by  the  students  through  tui- 
tion and  various  fees.  The  rest  comes  largely  from 
Endowment    income    and    special    gifts    and    grants. 

Is  any  of  this  a  tax  appropriation? 

No.  Ashland,  being  a  privately  owned  school,  receives 
no  tax  money  but  must  depend  upon  those  who  be- 
lieve in  her  for  all  support. 

How  much  is  needed  for  1953-1954? 

In  our  Seventy-Fifth  year,  Ashland  College  needs 
$75,000  in  gifts  to  operate  successfully. 

Does  this  include  Building  Fund  needs? 

No — this  is   quite   apart  from    Building    Fund    needs 


which  total  over  $000,000.  We  mu.st  pay  teacherH,  util- 
ities, and  oquiprnf-nt  bills  oven  an  new  buildingg  are 
going  up. 

7.  Why  not  make  one  appeal  for  funds? 

Because  money  contributed  for  new  buildings  is  a 
trust  fund  for  that  purpose  only  and  cannot  be  u.sed 
for  operating  purposes  unless  so  designated. 

8.  How  much  of  the  needed  $7.^,000  should  the  Brethren 
Church  give? 

The  fixed  goal  for  the  Brethren  Church  is  $20,000. 

9.  How  much  is  my  share  of  this  $20,000? 

The  amount  which  you  give  must  be  governed  by  the 
degree  to  which  the  Lord  has  prospered  you  and 
should  be  influenced  by  your  appreciation  for  his 
blessings  upon  you  and  the  .Brethren  Church. 

The  Lord  has  used  Ashland  College  prominently  in  mak- 
ing the  Message  and  Ministry  of  the  church  more  effec- 
tive through  the  years.  Your  gift  should  be  such  as  to 
guarantee  at  least  $5  from  every  family  in  the  church. 

Remember,  Ashland  College  and  add  a  special  amount 
as  your  personal  appx'eciation  gift  for  seventy-five  years 
of  service. 
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COMING  EVENTS 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 


PITTSBURGH,  PENNA.  W.  M.  S.  Public  Service- 
Sunday  morning,  October  18th. — Miss  Miriam  M.  Bird, 
Meyersdale,  Penna.,  President  of  the  Penna.  Dist.  W.  M. 
S.,  guest  speakei'.  Rev.  Ralph  Mills,  Pastor. 

BRIGHTON,  INDIANA.  Revival  Services— October  26th 
to  November  8th — Conducted  by  the  Pastor,  Rev.  Smith 
F.  Rose. 

PERU,  INDIANA.  Revival  Meeting— October  26th  to 
November  8th — Rev.  Milton  Bowman,  Pastor. 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  Rally  Day  and  Ingathering  Day- 
October  25th — Rev.  Spencer  Gentle,  Pastor. 

CUMBERLAND,  MARYLAND.  Revival  Meetings— Oc- 
tober 19th  to  November  1st — Rev.  Milton  M.  Robinson, 
Pastor. 

CALVARY,  N.  J.  Home  Coming  Services— October  25th 
— Speaker  to  be  announced.  Rev.  William  Anderson,  Pas- 
tor. 

COUNTY  LINE   (Lapaz),   INDIANA.  Revival   Services 


— November   2nd   to   15th — Rev.   R.   K.    Higgins.    Evange- 
list; Herbert  R.  Gilmer,  Pastor. 

ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  Revival  Meeting— October 
26th  to  November  8th — Rev.  Percy  C.  Miller.  Evangeli.st; 
Rev.  Freeman  Ankrum,  Pastor. 
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By  the  Editor 
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We  appreciate  the  cooperation  of  Dr.  Glenn  L.  Clajton, 
President  of  Ashland  College,  Dr.  L.  E.  Lindower,  Dean 
of  Ashland  College,  Rev.  Delbert  B.  Flora.  Dean  of  Ash- 
land Seminary,  and  Arthur  P.  Petit,  Dii-ector  of  Public 
Relations  of  Ashland  College,  for  their  coopei'ation  in 
getting  articles  and  cuts  to  the  Editor  for  this  Educa- 
tional Day  issue. 


The  Editor  of  Publications  will  be  in  attendance  the 
week  of  October  5th  through  11th  at  the  Mid- West  and 
Central  District  Conferences.  For  this  reason,  this  issue 
of  the  Evangelist  is  being  set  up  a  day  or  so  earlier,  and 
the  next  issue  (October  17th")  may  be  a  day  or  two  late. 
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Topic  for  October  18,  1953 

01  R  PROTESTANT  HERITAGE 

Scripture  Readings:  John  14:6-7;  Eph.  2:4-10; 
Acts  10:34-35 

WHAT  ARE  SOME  OF  THE  BELIEFS  of  Protest- 
antism that  set  it  aside  fi-om  other  sections  of  the 
Christian  Church?  Are  these  principles  important  enough 
to  make  two  divisions  of  the  Church  necessary  ?  The  is- 
sues involved  are  deep  rooted  and  go  to  the  very  heart  of 
the  Christian  faith. 

1.  THE  PROTESTANT  CHURCH  BELIEVES  THAT 
THE  BIBLE  IS  THE  FINAL  AUTHORITY  ON  THE 
CHRISTIAN  WAY  OF  LIFE.  This  has  been  especially 
ti-ue  of  The  Brethren  Church.  While  other  Protestant 
Chuix;hes  have  creeds  that  are  used  in  different  ways,  The 
Brethren  Church  has  held  that  the  Bible  is  our  only  creed 
to  faith  and  the  practice  of  life.  Most  of  the  creeds  of 
Protestant  Churches  leave  no  doubt  that  the  Bible  is  our 
final  authority  and  this  has  become  moi'e  and  more  true 
in  recent  years.  We  cannot  believe  and  we  will  not  teach 
that  the  ideas  of  men,  no  matter  how  high  ecclesiastic- 
ally they  may  be,  the  decisions  of  councils,  no  matter  how 
large,  nor  the  traditions  of  men,  no  matter  how  old,  can 
equal  the  authority  of  God's  Word.  The  Bible  is  the 
final  authority  from  our  God. 

2.  THE  PRIESTHOOD  OF  THE  BELIEVER.  Jesus 
told  Thomas,  "I  am  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life;  no 
man  cometh  unto  the  father,  but  by  me."  John  14:6.  God 
deals  intimately  and  personally  with  each  soul.  In  Old 
Testament  days,  the  priests  interceded  for  the  people. 
There  is  much  that  could  be  said  about  the  great  value 
of  having  the  preacher  pray  for  his  people.  Paul  sets 
a  good  example  for  us  on  this  point.  Read  through  Paul's 
letters  and  you  will  find  expressions  like  this,  "I  want  you 
to  know  by  this  letter  that  we  here  are  constantly  pray- 
ing for  you."  Col.  1:.3  (Phillips  tians.)  We  need  to  have 
others  pray  for  us,  but  the  great  Protestant  faith  is  that 
God  deals  with  each  individual  Christian  and  that  every 
Christian  not  only  has  the  nght  but  the  responsibility  of 
approaching  God  through  Jesus  Christ.  We  cannot  permit 
.someone  else  to  do  our  praying  and  Bible  study  for  us. 
We  must  learn  to  do  them  ourselves.  After  Peter  had 
seen  the  marvelous  grace  of  God  to  Cornelius,  he  said,  "I 
pei-ceive  that  God  is  no  re.spector  of  persons."  Acts  10:34. 
In  I  Peter  1:17  we  read,  "And  if  ye  call  on  the  Father, 
who  without  respect  of  persons  judgeth  according  to 
every  man's  work,  pass  the  time  of  your  sojourning  heie 
in  fear."  The  implication  seems  to  be  clear  enough  that 
God  looks  upon  us  not  merely  because  .someone  piays 
for  us,  but  because  of  what  we  are — His  children  through 
Christ — and  what  we  are  doing. 


3.  SALVATION  IS  BY  FAITH  AND  NOT  BECAUSlI 
OF    WORKS.    In  this  statement  we  get  to  the  very  heart   ol 
the  reformation.  Martin  Luther  was  certain  that  men  an»| 
women  could  not  have  their  sins  forgiven  by  doing  act, 
of  penance  or  by  the  purchase  of  indulgences.  The  Pro! 
testant  faith   proclaims    that    you   cannot   buy   your   waj 
into  heaven.  Paul  wrote  of  this  problem  to  the  church  al 
Ephesus,    "For    by    grace    are    you    saved   through   faith 
and  that  not  of  yourselves:  it  is  the  gift  of  God:  not  oil 
works,  lest  any  man   should  boast."   In  I  Peter  1:18  wel 
read,  "Forasmuch  as  ye  know  that  ye  were  not  redeemedl 
with  corruptible  things,  as  silver  and  gold  from  your  vainl 
conversation    (way    of    life)    received    by    tradition    fromi 
your  fathers,  but  with  the  precious  blood  of  Christ,  as  of| 
a  lamb  without  blemish  and  without  spot." 

There  is  a  delightful  story  of  a  poor  woman  who 
wanted  to  buy  some  of  the  flowers  which  grew  in  the] 
king's  garden,  for  her  sick  daughter.  The  gardener  an- 
grily repelled  her.  "The  king's  flowers  are  not  for  sale," 
he  said  rudely.  But  the  king  happened  to  overhear,  gath- 
ered a  bouquet  and  gave  it  to  the  woman.  "It  is  true," 
he  said,  "the  king  does  not  sell  his  flowers;  he  gives 
them  away."  So,  too,  the  King  of  Kings  does  not  sell  sal- 
vation; He  gives  it  away. 

4.  OBEDIENCE  TO  GOD.  Ernest  H.  Jeffs  says, 
"Protestant  religion  is  only  possible  on  the  basis  of  obe- 
dience— an  obedience  more  complete  and  self-surrendering 
than  that  of  the  Catholic  because  it  must  be  accompan- 
ied by  the  reasoned  inward  assent  of  the  disciple.  He 
knows  he  must  obey  God.  He  knows  also  that  he  must 
obey  reason  and  conscience.  Does  this  mean  that  he  must 
necessarily  experience  a  clash  of  loyalties?  No.  In  the 
Protestant  view  of  things  nothing  that  clashes  with  rea- 
son and  coscience  can  be  thought  of  as  having  anything 
to  do  with  God.  If  it  is  a  Church  tradition  it  must  go. 
If  it  is  a  majority  vote  in  a  religious  assembly  it  must 
go.  Even  if  it  is  a  text  of  scripture  (or,  rather  a  text 
of  scripture  as  traditionally  or  usually  interpreted)  it 
must  go.  It  may  be  said  without  irreverence  that  the 
Protestant  Christian  has  not  only  to  choose  daily  whether 
he  will  obey  God  or  not;  he  also  has  to  choose  daily 
what  God  he  will  obey." 

.5.  EVERY  CHRISTIAN  IS  A  MISSIONARY.  When 
Christ  said,  "Go  ye  therefore  into  all  the  world  and  preach 
the  gospel,"  we  believe  that  He  meant  that  all  of  us  should 
preach  the  gospel  whenever  we  have  an  opportunity.  Since 
we  are  all  priests,  all  of  us  should  intercede  on  behalf  of 
those  vvho  are  unbelievers.  We  are  to  talk  to  them  about 
their  salvation.  Wc  are  to  live  lives  that  will  be  a  good 
example  to  outsiders  and  a  glory  to  our  Lord. 

FOR  YOUR  DISCUSSION 

1.  Look  up  the  main  events  in  the  life  of  Martin 
Luther  and  the  Reformation  in  any  good  encyclopaedia 
and  discuss  these  in  your  meeting. 

2.  What  do  you  consider  to  be  the  main  difference  be- 
tween the  Protestant  Church  and  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church? 
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THE  KEEPER  OF  THE  TEMPLE 

1  Cor.  6:19 

How  have  I  kept  Thy  temple,  Guest  divine — 

The  house  that  Thou  hast  deigned  to    call   Thy    shrine. 

And  bought,  at  such  a  price,  to  make  it  Thine  ? 

How  have  I  watched  beside  its  fivefold  gate 
Against  the  crafty  foes  that  lie  in  wait 
And  never  let  their  vigilance  abate  ? 

Is  there  one  purpose  that  Thou  canst  not  bless, 

Or  one  desire  that  I  dare  not  confess ; 

One  secret  thought  that  Thou  dost  not  possess  ? 

Is  there  one  room  in  body,  spirit,  soul. 

Shut  fast  and  barred  away  from  Thy  control  ? 

Enter  Thou  in,  0  Lord!  and  take  the  whole. 

Scourge  from  its  courts  whatever  can  defile, 

Malice  and  wrath  and  selfish  greed  and  guile, 

Each  word  and  act  on  which  Thou  canst  not  smile; 

For  Thou  Thyself  must  cleanse  Thy  dwelling  place. 
Illumine  with  the  brightness  of  Thy  face, 
And  furnish  with  Thine  all-sufficient  grace. 

Enter  Thou  in  and  make  me  all  Thine  own. 
In  spirit,  soul,  and  body  reign  alone, 
Without  a  rival  on  my  being's  throne. 

— Annie  Johnson   Flint. 

NO  MAN  IS  SAVED  but  by  a  birth  of  the  Spirit  (John 
3:5,  8).  That  birth  is  based  upon  Christ's  death 
(John  3:14-16).  On  the  Day  of  Pentecost  the  Holy  Spirit 
was  given  for  soul  winning  and  salvation  resulted  for 
great  numbers  (Acts  2:41),  and  this  was  repeated  there- 
after (Acts  4:4,  32).  Jesus,  Who  had  been  a  presence 
without,  had  sent  Another  to  be  a  presence  within  (John 
14:17).  This  indwelling  Presence  transforms  (Romans  8: 
8,  9).  The  rOisult  is  service  of  undaunted  zeal  (Acts  8:4). 
The  Holy  Spirit  sanctifies  and  sustains  for  service  (Acts 
13:2-4). 

We  have  a  three-fold  warning  in  Scripture  of  the  dan- 
ger of  sinning  against  the  Holy  Spirit.  To  resist  the 
Spirit  is  to  remain  unsaved  (Acts  7:51).  To  grieve  the 
Spirit  is  to  hinder  Him  in  His  purpose  (Eph.  4:30).  To 
refuse  to  bear  fruit  is  to  quench  the  Spirit  (1  Thess. 
5:19).  To  resist  the  Spirit  is  to  preclude  the  possibility 
of  salvation  in  that  He  convicts  us  of  our  need  (John 
16:8,  9),  regenerates  (Titus  3:5;  John  3:5),  baptizes  (1 
Cor.  12:3),  anoints  (2  Cor.  1:21;  1  John  2:20,  27),  seals 
(Eph.  1:13;  4:30),  "earnests"  (Eph.  1:14;  Romans  8:23), 
and  witnesses  (Romans  8:16).  To  grieve  the  Spirit  is  to 
interfere  with  His  transformation  of  us  from  our  con- 
formity to  God's  Son   (2  Cor.  5:15,  17;  Romans  12:2;  S: 
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29).  He  BeekB  U)  set  aside  the  lusts  of  the  flesh  (Gal. 
5:17,  19-21)  that  He  may  produce  in  us  "the  fruit  of  the 
Spirit"  (Gal.  5:22,  23).  Wr;  are  to  sum.-nder  U,  Hirn  in 
His  negative  work  so  that  we  may  be  clean  for  His  jKisi- 
tive  work  (Eph.  4:.'il,  :i2). 

Man  in  hi.s  natural  state  cannot  discern  spiritual  things 
because  of  sin  (1  Cor.  2:14).  Hence  he  needs  the  new 
birth  so  that  he  may  be  endowed  with  "the  mind  of 
Christ"  (1  Cor.  2:16;  Romans  8:7;.  Some  profess  the 
new  birth  but  are  controlled  by  the  fle.sh  (I  Cor.  'ii'i). 
They  show  no  spiritual  endowment  (1  Cor.  3:16),  Every 
child  of  God  has  the  Spirit  of  God  fGal.  4:6;.  The  great- 
est fact  of  a  Christian's  life  must  be  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  of  God  lives  in  him  (Gal.  2:20). 
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Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vanator 

Lesson  for  October   18,    1953 

NEW  MEN  FOR  A  BETTER  WORLD 

Lesson:     Matthew    5:13-16;    II    Corinthians    ."):17-19: 
James  2:14-18 

WE  HAVE  BEEN  THINKING  about  God's  relation 
to  man  and  man's  relation  to  God.  In  our  discus- 
sion we  have  brought  out  the  idea  that  God  never  meant 
man  to  be  what  he  became,  but  rather  wanted  him  to  be 
what  he  (God)  wanted  him  to  become.  But  because  man 
was  endowed  with  the  right  to  make  his  own  decisions, 
and  because  Satan  is  abroad  in  the  world  using  eveiy 
means  at  his  disposal  (and  they  are  not  a  few  by  any 
means)  to  draw  man  away  from  God — therefore  it  is 
necessary  for  man  to  become,  through  the  "new  birth," 
what  God  wants  him  to  be. 

We  must  not  be  unmindful  that  God's  plan  will  be  con- 
summated whether  we  are  a  part  of  it  or  not.  If  we  are 
not  a  part  of  the  purpose  of  God  for  a  new  and  better 
world  it  is,  to  use  the  language  of  the  world,  just  too 
bad  for  tis. 

Let  us  note  first  of  all  that  every  person  who  has  ac- 
cepted and  follows  the  leading  of  the  Christ,  and  who  is 
normal  and  responsible,  has  been  given  a  mission  to  per- 
form. In  other  words  each  of  us  should  be  considered  a 
cog  in  God's  great  wheel  of  progress  upwaixi.  A  part  of 
that  mission  is  to  become  "lights"  in  a  world  of  darkness 
and  "salt"  in  the  preservation  of  the  best  in  the  lives  of 
men.  We  are  to  so  live  our  lives  that  man  may  see  that 
we  are  living  in  such  a  manner  that  they  can  know  that 
we  are  followers  of  Christ,  thus  gi\ing  them  the  feeling 
that  our  "good  works"  are  of  such  a  nature  that  they 
are  not  for  self,  but  for  God. 

Paul  says  that  we  are  to  become  "new  creatures."  or 
rather  "new  creations."  In  this  new  form  we  are  ex- 
pected to  become  "ministers  of  reconciliation"  and  in- 
struments in  His  hands  to  proclaim  the  gospel  good  news. 
James    goes   further    and    says   that   we    are   to   be   more 
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than  mere  "usei-s  of  woi-ds."  It  does  no  good  to  say  to 
a  pei-son,  "Go,  bo  wavnied  and  fed,"  if  we  do  not  furnish 
the  means  of  warmth  and  satisfaction  of  hunger.  He  fur- 
ther says  that  the  Christian  shows  his  faith  in  Christ  by 
the  \\*orks  which  he  does  in  the  Name  of  Christ. 

It  has  been  said  that  "Every  step  we  take  before  men 
either  serves  to  lead  men  toward  Him  or  away  from 
Him.  Our  light,  such  as  it  is,  shines  so  that  men  may  see 
it;  and  they  constantly  judge  Christ  by  the  nature  of 
our  owni  lives." 

Someone  has  written,  "A  Christian  who  is  healthy  in 
his  relation  to  God  wants  to  do  things  in  the  name  of 
his  Master  and  for  Him.  Qiristian  activity  is  looked  upon, 
not  as  a  wearisome  burden,  but  as  joyous  delight,  know- 


ing that  in  this  way  one  shares  in  the  ministry  of  re 
onciliation. 

Surely  we  should  know  that  it  is  not  enough  to  pr 
serve  our  own  Chx'istian  lives.  Preservation  goes  furthi 
than  that,  for  just  as  sure  as  this  world  stands,  there 
a  vital  necessity  for  a  great  evangelistic  program  fini 
ing  its  way  throughout  the  churches.  This  is  the  first  ar 
primary  step  in  making  new  men  and  a  new  world.  Sin( 
I  have  been  in  Florida  I  have  found  that  the  South 
miles  ahead  of  the  North  in  the  evangelistic  urge — theii 
is  a  continuous  evangelistic  effort,  not  that  they  are  a 
holding  mass  meetings,  but  that  there  is  that  evangelist 
urge  to  be  found  in  every  service  which  is  held,  and  th 
beauty  of  it  is  that  it  is  bringing  results,  for  there  ai 
conversions  at  almost  evexy  service.  It  is  only  this  wa 
that  new  men  can  help  God  make  a  new  world. 


Ashland   College   Gospel  Teams— 19.52-19.53. 
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THE  SOLOMONS 


necessity  of  hor  returning'  from  the  field  for  further  iieai- 
ment.  Although  no  further  difficulty  is  anticipated,  it  is 
thought  best  for  them  to  remain  in  this  country  tem- 
porarily. 

In  the  meantime,  Kenneth  is  going  on  to  complete  his 
work  in  the  Seminary.  He  will  be  available  for  some  sup- 
ply preaching  occasionally.  Jeannette  may  resume  teach- 
ing after  a  suitable  period  of  time  for  recuperation.  Her 
knowledge  and  skill  with  the  Spanish  language  may  be 
put  to  use  in  some  translation  work  for  the  Missionary 
Board. 


Jeannette  Solomon 

Since  Conference  time  many  inquiries  have  been  made 
concerning  Kenneth  and  Jeannette  Solomon,  who  spent 
last  year  in  Costa  Rica,  preparing  for  mission  work  in 
Argentina.  Most  Brethren  people  will  recall  that  Jean- 
nette underwent  surgery  at  Conference  time,  and  those  in- 
terested in  our  Missionary  program  are  wondering  what 
the  future  plans  are  as  they  affect  the  Solomons. 

Jeannette  is  making  a  fine  recovery,  for  which  we  aie 
all  most  grateful,  but  the  doctor  requests  that  she  be  kept 
under  observation  for  a  few  years.  This  precaution  not 
only  will  insure  her  own  well  being  but  will  obviate  the 


Kenneth  Solomon 
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STEWARDSHIP  ESSAY  CONTEST 


The  Essay  Contest,  under  the  direction  of  the  Steward- 
ship Committee,  has  been  announced  in  our  publications, 
rhe  Missionary  .Board,  sponsoring  the  Stewardship  Com- 
mittee, is  expecting  to  have  a  hearty,  enthusiastic  re- 
sponse. The  Board  has  made  the  contest  attractive  and 
worth  while.  This  project  is  designed  not  only  to  provide 
a  cash  award  for  the  winner  but  to  make  a  contribution 
to  the  church  and  to  help  promote  the  cause  of  CHRIS- 
HAN  STEWARDSHIP. 

It  is  hoped  that  many  young  people  (high  school  age) 
throughout  the  denomination  will  submit  essays.  Pastors 
and  church  leaders  should  help  to  publicize  the  contest, 
rhe  initial  announcement  could  easily  be  placed  on  the 
bulletin  board  or  in  the  church  calendar. 


Young  people  should  check  with  the  pastor  for  mate- 
rials or  with  the  Stewardship  Committee  of  the  church 
or  even  with  the  ^Missionary  Board  office,  524  College 
Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio,  for  a  packet  of  materials  cover- 
ing the  general  subject  of  STEWARDSHIP  AND  TITH- 
ING. 

Purposely,  we  have  narrowed  the  topic  to  "How  May  I 
Be  a  Good  Steward?"  so  that  the  essays  ^^^ll  not  be  too 
lengthy. 

Remember — the  contest  dates  are  December  1,  1953  to 
Maivh  1.  1954.  Youth  are  on  the  mai-ch — join  the  contest. 

— E.  M.  Riddle,  Chairman,  Stewaixiship  Committee. 
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Plan  Now    For  December  5th 


WE  WANT  every  Brethren  Church  and  every  alumnus  and 
friend  throughout  the  country  to  set  aside  this  date  for  Ash- 
land College  and  Seminary. 

PLAN  a  Special  meeting  of  some  kind,  a  dinner,  a  party,  or 
a  college  program,  but  have  something! 

PROMPTLY  at  9:00  P.  M.  groups  all  over  America  will  join 
In  singing  the  Alma  Mater  and  commemorate  the  official 
birthday  of  the  school. 

LET'S  HAVE  a  big  party  in  every  church.  Write  now  for  sug- 
gestions and  materials.  Address:  Ashland  College,  Ashland, 
Ohio. 

REMEMBER,  Ashland  College,  and  do  something  special  in 
appreciation  of  Seventy-five  years  of  service. 


December  5,  1953 


L 
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W  isn't  mere  possessions 

That  nnakes  this  life  worth-while; 


It 

It 
It 

It 
It 

It 
It 


s  giving,  sharing,  lending, 
Along  each  weary  nnile. 

s  doing  unto  others 
As  we  would  have  them  do; 
s  losing  self  in  service 
With  no  reward  in  view. 

s  being  where  you're  needed 
And  giving  of  your  best; 
s  helping  others  onward 
To  God's  own  peace  and  rest. 

s  lifting  up  the  fallen 
When  sorrow  takes  its  toll, 
s  helping  a  weaker  brother 
As  he  strives  to  reach  his  goal. 


No,  it  isn't  mere  possessions 

That  make  this  life  worth-while, 
It's  walking  with  the  Master 

Along  the  second  mile. 

Kathryn   A.   Mount. 
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COMING  EVENTS 


We  invite  all  Pastors,  church  leaders,  to  avail  them- 
selves of  this  column,  for  announcing  special  events  in 
their  churches.  Be  sure  the  information  reaches  us  at 
least   three  weeks  ahead  of  date  of  scheduled  event. 


BRYAN,  OHIO.  Revival  Services— Oct(^ber  11th  to  25th 
Rev.  J.  A.  Van  Gorken,  Evangelist;  Rev.  A.  H.  Grumb- 
ling, Pastor. 

BURLINGTON,  INDIANA.  Evangelistic  Services— Oc- 
tober 11th  to  25th — Rev.  and  Mrs.  L.  O.  McCartneysmith, 
Evangelists.  Homecoming — October  25th — Rev.  McCart- 
neysmith, morning  speaker.  Basket  dinner  at  noon.  Rev. 
Frank  Rodkey,  of  Delphi,  Indiana,  speaker  at  the  1:30 
service.  Holy  Communion — October  26th — Myron  Dodds, 
Pastor. 

OAKVILLE,  INDIANA,  Homecoming— October  18th— 
All  day  meeting,  basket  dinner.  Rev.  E.  D.  Burnworth,  af- 
ternoon speaker.  First  Sunday  for  the  new  pastor,  Rev. 
Arthur  H.  Tinkel. 

LOUISVILLE,  OHIO.  Homecoming  Day— October  18th 
— Rev.  L.  V.  King,  Pastor. 

(Continued  on  Page  11) 


Items  of  general  Interest 


BETHLEHEM,  VIRGINIA.  Five  young  people  were 
baptized  at  Bethlehem  Brethren  Church,  Harrisonburg, 
Virginia,  Sunday  evening,  September  27th.  These  con- 
fessed Christ  at  the  services  of  the  day.  Also  one  united 
with  the  church  by  letter  at  the  same  service.  Elder  T. 
D.  Swartz,  grandfather  of  one  of  those  baptized,  assisted 
in  the  rite  of  the  Laying  on  of  Hands. 

ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  The  new  oil-fired  furnace 
is  now  completely  installed  in  the  church  and  is  in  use. 

CUMBERLAND,  MARYLAND.  Brother  Milton  M.  Rob- 
inson reports  that  a  digest  of  his  Sunday  morning  mes- 
sage, on  October  4th,  appeared  in  the  Monday  morning, 
"Cumberland  News."  A  copy  of  this  digest  has  been  foi- 
warded  to  this  Editor,  and  will  appear  in  tho  Evangelist 
at  a  later  date. 

WAYNESBORO,  PENNA.  WAYNE  HEIGHTS 
BRETHREN.  Brother  N.  V.  Leatherman  reports  a  new 
high  in  Sunday  School  attendance  at  their  recent  Rally 
Day.  It  was  also  their  second  anniversary.  It  also  being 
Cash  Day,  a  total  of  $513.17  was  raised. 

MEYERSDALE,  PENNA.  MAIN  STREET  BRETH- 
REN. Brother  Horace  Huse,  in  his  pastoral  letter,  has 
the  following  to  say  relative  to  their  Octobei-  4th  Com- 
munion: "At  our  TTiree-Fold  Communion  Services  Sunday 


evening,  a  most  spiritual  attitude  prevailed.  As  we 
washed  one  another's  feet  we  realized  that  we  were  sym-1! 
bolizing  the  cleansing  of  our  lives  from  daily  sins  with 
the  shed  blood  of  our  Lord.  In  the  Love  Feast  we  renewed 
our  bonds  of  Brothei'ly  Love  in  Christ.  Then  as  we  par- 
took of  the  Bi-ead  and  the  Cup,  we  vividly  recognized  once 
again  the  spiritual  union  we  have  with  Jesus  Christ,  who 
is  the  Source  of  our  Divine  Life.  May  we  live  with  these 
spiritual  traths  indelibly  written  upon  our  hearts." 

Two  young  people  were  baptized  and  received  into  the 
church  on  October  4th. 

The  Meyersdale  Community  Christian  Emphasis  Week 
Sei-vices  are  scheduled  for  October  18th  to  23rd,  with  the 
Thursday  evening  service  being  held  in  our  church.  ^ 

A  "Family  Night"  program  of  inspiration  and  fellow- 
ship, sponsored  by  the  youth,  was  held  after  the  Worship 
Sei^vice,  Sunday  evening,  October  11th.  I 

JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  SECOND  BRETHREN. 
Bi'other  Bruce  C.  Shanholtz  leports  an  attendance  of  102 
for  their  Rally  Day,  with  the  program  being  given  at  the 
regular  morning  worship  hour. 

Brother  Shanholtz  was  devotional  speaker  over  Johns- 
town's   radio    stations   the    week   of   September   28th. 

MASONTOWN,  PENNA.  A  Sunday  School  Building 
Fund  offering  was  lifted  September  27th,  to  go  toward 
the  building  of  a  new  Sunday  School  room. 

.Brother  Keeling  has  announced  that  all  of  the  loose  of- 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 
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T/te  ^reaf   hiomecominq 


You,  NO  DOUBT,  have  noticed  the  great  number  of 
announcements  in  The  Evangelist  of  Homecoming 
Days  to  be  held  in  our  various  churches.  There  is  some- 
thing thrilling,  touching,  and  joyous  about  a  Homecom- 
ing Day.  Churches  plan  them,  to  give  opportunity  for 
former  members,  old  friends  and  distant  members,  to  get 
together  again.  This  is  often  the  only  chance  most  peo- 
ple have  of  meeting  friends  they  have  known  through 
the  years.  Consequently,  much  effort  and  planning  and 
advertising  goes  into  the  arrangements  for  the  Homecom- 
ing. 

As  we  have  prepared  each  of  these  items  for  publica- 
tion, we  have  tried  to  visualize  each  specific  event,  think- 
ing of  the  parts  of  the  services,  the  carry-in  dinners,  and 
the  meetings  of  friends.  A  truly  wondrous  occasion,  each 
one.  This  is  as  it  should  be,  for  in  this  day  and  age  in 
which  we  live,  most  of  us  are  almost  too  busy  to  spend 
sufficient  time  visiting  the  friends  we  know. 

Surrounding  these  Homecoming  events  is  the  spirit  of 
Christian  fellowship.  Those  who  attend,  have  for  the  most 
part,  a  common  spiritual  bond — accepting  Christ,  being 
baptized  and  confirmed  in  the  same  church.  Not  all  of 
them  by  the  same  minister,  perhaps,  because  ministers 
come  and  go,  their  works  bearing  fruit  after  they  have 
gone  on. 

Attending  these  Homecoming  services  are  those  who 
are  well  along  in  years.  They  have  served  their  church 
well,  have  been  faithful,  and  thus  look  forward  to  seeing 
the  fruits  of  their  labors  as  evidenced  in  the  presence  of 
younger  members  of  the  church.  The  younger  members, 
with  their  families,  their  children,  even  to  babes  in  arms, 
will  attend.  Thus,  people  of  all  ages,  from  every  walk  of 
life,  wall  gather  together  for  a  day  of  worship,  fellow'- 
ship  and  friendly  activity.  This  is  one  great  blessing  af- 
forded the  Christian  here  on  earth. 

But,  have  you  thought  and  considered  the  nature  of  the 
great  heavenly  Homecoming  to  take  place  "When  The 
Saints  Go  Marching  In?"  Quite  often  we  hear  a  Christian 
speak  of  the  "home  going  of  another  Christian."  By  this 
is  meant  that  the  deceased  Christian  has  gone  home  to  be 
with  the  Lord.  Truly,  we  are  pilgrims  in  this  life,  with 
our  citizenship  in  heaven.  We  are  strangers  here,  within 
a  foreign  land.  Our  home  is  far  away,  upon  a  golden 
strand.  As  we  joumey  through  life,  'mid  its  trials  and 
blessings,   we   look,   or   should   at  least,   look  forward   to 


the  time  when  we  shall  take  our  last  step  here,  and  the 
first  into  the  glory  land. 

This  Editor's  sainted  father  used  to  preach  a  sermon 
entitled,  "Just  One  Step  More."  Being  a  minister's  son, 
and  moving  from  one  church  to  another,  we  heard  the  ser- 
mon a  number  of  times.  In  this  sermon,  he  used  to  speak 
of  our  walk  of  life  as  being  a  pilgrim  joumey,  the  last 
step  of  which,  being  the  first  step  into  the  heavenly  life. 
Much  of  the  mystery,  the  vagueness,  the  uncertainty, 
and  the  fear  of  the  "end"  of  life,  or  dying,  was  thus  re- 
moved for  us.  And  that  is  the  way  it  shall  be. 

When  we  live  as  we  should,  our  journey  home  will  be 
pleasant,  even  through  the  valley  and  the  shadow  of 
death,  as  we  go  on  to  that  Homecoming  in  the  skies. 

Sometimes  people  object  to  anyone  talking  about  death, 
because  it  is  considered  too  fearful,  or  too  gioiesome  to 
discuss.  That's  when  it  should  be  talked  about,  explained, 
and  illuminated.  Even  though  death  comes  after  much  suf- 
fering and  hardship,  yet  Christ  has  told  us  that  He  will 
be  with  us — ahvay.  Dare  we  ask  for  more?  Do  we  need 
more  than  this  ? 

However,  do  you  know  that  there  are  many  who  will  net 
be  present  at  the  heavenly  Homecoming?  As  we  have  at- 
tended church  Homecomings,  reunions,  or  as  we  have 
preached  our  last  sermon  in  a  pastorate,  the  thought  up- 
permost in  our  minds  is,  "How  many  of  these  people 
present  today  will  be  present  at  the  heavenly  Homecom- 
ing?" You  think  about  it,  tool 

Heaven  is  a  prepared  place  for  a  pi*epared  people. 
There  will  be  no  one  there  who  has  not  had  their  sins 
washed  away  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  The  Lamb  is  the 
Christ  of  Calvary.  Remember,  the  song  of  the  saints  is. 
"Unto  him  that  loved  us,  and  washed  us  from  our  sins 
in  his  owm  blood.  And  hath  made  us  kings  and  priests 
unto  God  and  his  Fatlier;  to  him  be  glory  and  dominion 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen."  These  woi"ds  from  Revelation. 
the  first  chapter,  rank,  in  our  estimation,  second  only  to 
John  3:16.  Read  Jolm  3:16;  see  in  it  God's  outreach  to 
us;  then  read  Revelation  1:5,  6,  seeing  our  outreach  to 
God. 

The  belief  we  have  in  Christ  as  the  Son  of  God,  as  our 

atoning  substitute  on  the  cross:  the  faith  we  express  in 
accepting  Him  as  such,  and  our  pi-actioe  of  His  commands. 

(Continued  on  Page  111 
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Each  of  the  chapters  of  the  Gospel  of  John  contain  a 
word  picture  of  Christ.  Twenty-one  Brethren  ministers 
present,  in  this  series  of  devotional  articles  the  "develop- 
ment" of  these  pictures,  chapter  by  chapter.  We  urge  you 
to  read  each  chapter,  and  each  of  the  articles  as  they 
appear;  thereby  coming  to  a  deeper  understandinig  of  our 
Saviour.  His  purpose,  and  His  tvork. — W.  S.  B. 


KeR  ISruce  G.  Shanholtz 


Text:  John  11:25,  26 


•<«♦ 


//.  Ghnst,  7 lie  ^Resurrection  Hnd  7he  £i{e\ 


Jes^is  said  unto  her,  I  am  the  resurt^ection  and 
the  life;  he  tlmt  beiiev'eth  in  me,  though  he  were 
dead,  yet  shall  he  live:  And  whosoever  liveth  and 
believeth  in  me  shall  nev>er  die.  Bielievest  thou 
this? 


]  IFE,  LIFE,  ETERNAL  LIFE.  Life,  the  dear- 
est and  most  wonderful  thing  we  know.  And 
this  is  the  record,  that  God  hath  given  to  us 
eternal  life,  and  this  life  is  in  His  dear  Son,  the 
Son  of  His  love. 

LIFE,  my  life,  the  only  thing  that  is  mine.  Life 
is  much  to  me,  because  it  is  mine.  God  gave  it  to 
me  in  which  to  glorify  Him.  It  is  my  section,  cut 
out  of  the  mass  of  the  ages — My  handwriting  on 
the  huge  scroll  of  time.  My  probation.  THIS 
MAKES  LIFE  OF  SUPREME  VALUE  TO  ME. 
In  the  midst  of  life,  we  are  in  death. 

This  chapter  tells  about  the  death  of  Lazarus, 
the  brother  of  Maiy  and  Martha,  close  friends  of 
Jesus.  It  tells  how  Jesus  arrived  late  on  the  scene, 
although  He  had  been  notified  of  Lazarus's  sick- 
ness in  time  to  prevent  his  death.  It  tells  of  Mar- 
tha's remarkable  faith,  in  suggesting  that  even 
aft€a'  Lazarus  had  been  dead  four  days  it  was 
still  not  too  late  for  Jesus  to  act.  Jesus  answered 
Martha's  faith  by  disclosing  to  her  the  mystery 
of  the  resurrection.  "I  am  the  resurrection,  and 
the  life." 

SEVEN  TIMES  in  the  Gospel  of  John,  Jesus 

says,  I  AM .  I  Am  the  Bread  of  Life;  I  Am 

the  Light  of  the  world;  I  Am  the  Door;  I  Am  the 


good  Shepherd;  I  AM  THE  RESURRECTION 
AND  THE  LIFE;  I  AM  the  Way,  the  Truth,  and 
the  Life ;  I  Am  the  Vine. 

/.     PERSONAL  RELATION    OF   BELIEVERS 

TO  CHRIST 

In  our  study  of  this  wonderful  chapter  and 
subject,  we  would  notice  FIRST  of  all  the  per- 
sonal relationship  of  true  believers  with  the  Lord, 
and  the  high  esteem  in  which  they  are  held  and 
regarded  by  Him.  We  gather  this  thought  from 
the  first  verse  which  says,  "Now  a  CERTAIN 
man  was  sick,  named  Laziarus,  of  Bethany,  the 
town  of  Mary  and  her  sister,  Martha."  Lazarus, 
i.  e.  Eleazar,  "God  is  my  help,"  a  man  of  good 
social  position,  probably  a  son  or  near  relative 
of  Simon  the  Leper  (Matt.  26 : 6.)  | 

Verse  3  says,  "Therefore  his  sisters  sient  unto 
Him,  saying.  Lord,  behold,  he  whom  thou  lovest 
is  sick."  Verse  4 — When  Jesus  heard  that,  He 
said,  This  sickness  is  not  unto  death,  but  for  the 
glory  of  God,  that  the  Son  of  God  might  be  glori- 
fied. Verse  5 — Now  Jesus  loved  Martha,  and  her 
sister,  and  Lazarus. 

The  love  which  Christ  bore  to  the  whole  hu- 
man race  did  not  prevent  Him  from  forming 
special  friendships.  You'll  notice  that  Mary  and 
Martha  made  no  particular  request  of  Jesus,  only 
to  inform  Him  of  their  brother  being  sick.  He 
says  that  his  sickness  is  not  unto  death,  that  is, 
permanent  death.  Lazarus  was  allowed  to  die  that 
God  might  be  glorified  by  his  resurrection.  So  the 
blind  man  was  born  blind  that  God  might  be  glor- 
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ified    by    his    eyes    being    miraculously    opened 
(9:3). 

The  next  verse  tells  us  that  "\\'hen  he  had 
heard  therefore  that  he  (Lazarus)  was  sick,  he 
abode  two  days."  This  He  evidently  did  for  a 
reason.  He  has  said  that  this  sickness  of  Lazarus 
was  "for  the  glory  of  God ;  that  the  Son  might  be 
glorified  thereby."  He  loved  them  with  a  personal 
affection,  and  He  designed  to  do  something  great 
and  extraordinary  for  them,  to  work  ,a  miracle 
for  their  relief,  as  he  had  not  wrought  for  any 
of  His  friends :  and  therefore  He  delayed  coming 
to  them,  that  Lazarus  might  be  dead  and  buried 
e'er  He  arrived.  If  Christ  had  come  immediately 
and  cured  the  sickness  of  Lazarus,  He  would  have 
done  no  more  than  He  had  done  for  Mary ;  if  He 
had  raised  Lazarus  to  life  when  newly  dead,  it 
would  be  no  more  than  He  had  done  for  some; 
but  deferring  His  relief  so  long,  Jesus  had  an 
opportunity  to  do  more  for  him  than  for  any 
other. 

Truly  His  love  and  concern  for  Lazarus,  and 
"his  sistei'S  was  great.  We  could  speak  of  them 
and  their  home  as  being  the  ideal,  of  the  repre- 
sentative home  and  family,  of  what  every  home 
and  family  should  be  with  regard  to  Jesus  the 
Christ.  Have  we  as  individuals  opened  to  Him  our 
heart's  door  and  invited  Him  in?  Have  we  re- 
ceived Him  in  our  homes  as  our  "Unseen  Guest" 
and  "Silent  Listener"  to  every  conversation? 
Does  He  have  the  pre-eminence  in  all  things  with 
us? 

If  so,  His  love  to  us  will  be  great  too.  More 
than  that.  He  did  not  wait  for  us  to  love  Him  in 
advance,  but  He  loved  us  first.  "God  commendeth 
His  love  toward  us  in  that  while  we  were  yet 


sinners,  (Jhrist  diod  for  us."  His  promise  through 
the  mouth  of  tho  Psalmist,  i.s  our  promi.sf;  too. 
"Biicause  he  hath  set  his  love  upon  mo,  therefore 
will  I  deliver  him:  I  vvill  .sot  him  on  high,  be- 
cause he  hath  known  my  name."  (P.salm  91  .W) . 
It's  a  wonderful  thing  to  know  Jesu.s  by  His 
Name,  as  our  Personal  Lord  and  Saviour,  and 
Friend ;  the  Friend  that  sticketh  closer  than  a 
brother.  May  1  ask  you,  do  you  knew  Him  as 
your  Personal  Lord,  and  Saviour,  and  Friend? 

//.     DEATH,  WHAT  IT  IS 

We  should  notice  in  the  second  place,  what 
death  is  and  how  our  Lord  regards  the  death  of 
,a  believer,  or  of  those  who  are  His.  "The  wages 
of  sin  is  death."  "Wherefore,  as  by  one  man  sin 
entered  into  the  worid,  and  death  by  sin ;  and  so 
death  passed  upon  all  men,  FOR  THAT  ALL 
HAVE  SINNED." 

"For  if  by  one  man's  offence,  death  reigned  by 
one,  much  more  they  which  receive  abundance  of 
grace  and  of  the  gift  of  righteousness,  shall 
reign  in  life  by  one,  Jesus  Christ.  Therefore  as 
by  the  offence  of  one  judgment,  came  upon  all 
men  the  condemnation ;  even  so  by  the  righteous- 
ness of  one  the  free  gift  came  upon  all  men  unto 
justification  of  life.  For  as  by  one  man's  disobe- 
dience many  were  made  sinners,  so  by  the  obe- 
dience of  one  shall  many  be  made  righteous. 
Moreover  the  law  entered,  that  the  offence  might 
abound.  BUT  WHERE  SIN  ABOUNDED. 
GRACE  DID  MUCH  MORE  ABOUND.  That  as 
sin  hath  reigned  unto  death,  even  so  might  grace 
reign  through  righteousness  unto  eternal  life  by 
Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord." 

Paul  tells  us  in  these  verses  from  Romans, 
chapter  5,  that  sin  was  and  is  an  offence  unto 
God.  He  speaks  cf  Adam  the  offender,  and  of 
God  as  the  offended  One,  and  that  because  of 
Adam's  disobedience  the  penalty  of  death  was 
placed  upon  the  whole  human  family.  Of  course 
there  are  three  kinds  of  death  mentioned  in  the 
Bible,  but  space  and  time  does  not  pemiit  us  to 
enlarge  upon  them,  only  to  briefly  mention  them. 
There  is  physical  death,  that  is.  the  death  of  the 
body.  There  is  spiritual  death,  that  is.  deiith  in 
sin,  and  thei'e  is  eternal  death,  the  li\ing  death 
of  the  soul.  None  of  the  scriptures  that  relate  to 
these  three  kinds  of  death  will  substantiate  the 
teaching  of  some,  that  death  is  annihilation,  but 
rather  that  death  means  SEPARATION. 

Neither  does  death  mean  the  Second  Coming  of 
Christ,  as  taught  by  some.    (The  writer  of  this 
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article  has  heard  the  Second  Coming  of  Christ 
pivsented  from  the  pulpit  as  meaning  one  and  all 
the  same  thing,  namely  death.  In  one  particular 
instance  in  a  series  of  meetings,  the  Second 
Coming  of  Christ  was  announced  to  be  discussed 
the  following  night.  The  text  verse  was  John 
11:28 — "And  when  she  had  so  said,  she  went 
her  way,  and  called  Mary,  her  sister  secretly, 
saying,  "The  Master  is  come,  and  calleth  for 
thee."  As  for  me,  I  can  see  no  connection  in  this 
verse  witii  death  and  the  Second  Coming  of 
Christ. 

The  Bible  speaks  of  the  Second  Coming  of 
Christ  as,  "Th-e  Blessed  Hope."  It  also  speaks 
of  death  as  an  ENEMY.  I  Cor.  15:22-26— "For 
as  in  Adam  all  die,  even  so  in  Christ,  shall  all  be 
made  alive.  But  every  man  in  his  own  order: 
Christ  the  first  fruits;  afterward  th^  that  are 
Christ's  at  his  coming.  Then  cometh  the  end, 
when  he  shall  have  delivered  up  the  kingdom  of 
God,  even  the  Father;  when  He  shall  have  put 
down  all  rule  and  all  authority  and  power.  For 
he  must  reign,  till  he  hath  put  ALL  ENEMIES 
under  his  feet.  THE  LAST  ENEMY  THAT 
SHALL  BE  DESTROYED  IS  DEATH." 

Death  comes  into  our  homes  and  claims  our 
loved  ones,  often  when  we  feel  they  are  needed 
most ;  it  brings  sadness  and  sorrow.  But  think  of 
the  sadness  and  sorrow  that  was  heaped  upon 
Jesus  our  blessed  Saviour  because  of  sin  and 
death  which  is  the  penalty  for  sin.  We  only  ex- 
pei'ience  the  sadness  and  sorrow  of  death  as  it 
comes  our  way.  But  think  of  the  millions  and 
billions  who  have  died,  and  many  without  Christ, 
without  hope  of  eternal  life,  and  the  grief  that 
sin  and  death  caused  Him. 

The  inspired  writer  of  the  Hebrews  say  (2:9), 
"But  we  see  Jesus,  who  was  made  a  little  lower 
than  the  angels  for  the  suffering  of  death, 
crowned  with  glory  and  honour;  THAT  HE  BY 
THE  GRACE  OF  GOD  SHOULD  TASTE 
DEATH  FOR  EVERY  MAN. 

///.     DEATH  TO  THE  CHRISTIAN 

What  then  is  Death?  "Death  to  the  Christian  is 
but  a  lift  to  a  larger  life.  Death  to  the  believer  in 
Jesus  Christ,  is  but  the  doorway  to  a  house  not 


made  with  hands.  Death  to  the  faithful  followe: 
of  the  lowly  Nazarene  is  but  the  vestibule  to  ai 
eternal  home  in  the  heaven  of  heavens.  Deatl 
to  the  Christian  is  simply  the  ending  of  his  hap 
py  but  weary  march  to  his  Father's  Whiti 
House." — Higley. 

Lazarus  was  physically  dead  to  his  sorrowing 
sisters,  but  he  was  spiritually  alive  to  Jesus.  Hi 
is  a  type  of  those  who  die  in  the  Lord,  who  g( 
immediately  into  His  eternal  presence.  Deatl 
then  means  as  Paul  said,  "Absent  from  the  body 
present  with  the  Lord."  More  than  likely  Lazaru; 
was  already  dead  by  the  time  that  Jesus  receive( 
word  of  his  sickness. 

Notice  again  verses  20-27.  "Then  Martha,  a; 
soon  as  she  heard  that  Jesus  was  coming,  wen 
out  and  met  Him:  but  Mary  sat  still  in  th( 
house."  I  see  no  lack  of  faith  in  either  Martha 
or  Mary,  but  rather  their  actions  prove  thei] 
faith  in  Him.  Possibly  Martha  was  somewhai 
emotional,  or  over  anxious  in  their  hour  of  sor 
row  while  Mary  was  of  a  different  dispositici 
and  nature;  she  was  more  calm  and  adjusted.  ] 
think  that  this  is  true  of  people  today.  There  are 
those  who,  when  sorrow  or  trouble  comes  theii 
way,  as  the  saying  goes,  "cannot  keep  a  levei 
head,"  and  there  are  those  who  can  endure  any- 
thing. 

Verses  21-27.  "Then  said  Martha  unto  Jesus, 
Lord,  if  thou  hadst  been  here,  my  brother  had 
not  died.  But  I  know  that  even  now  whatsoevei 
thou  wilt  ask  of  God,  God  will  give  it  thee.  Jesusj 
saith  unto  her,  Thy  brother  shall  rise  again, 
Martha  saith  unto  him,  I  know  that  he  shall  rise 
again  in  the  resurrection  at  the  last  day.  Jesus 
saith  unto  her,  I  Am  the  resurrection  and  thej 
life;  he  that  believeth  in  Me  shall  never  die.  Be- 
lievest  thou  this?  She  saith  unto  Him,  Yea,  Lord, 
I  believe  that  thou  art  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  God, 
which  should  come  into  the  world."  Martha  had 
said  that  she  believed  her  brother  would  rise 
again  in  the  resurrection  at  the  last  day.  This 
was  a  Jewish  doctrine,  taught  especially  after  the 
captivity.  Jesus  practically  says  to  Martha, 
"Thou  sayest  that  thy  brother  shall  rise  again  in 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Missionary    Department 


NEW  WORKERS  GO  TO 
KRYPTON,  KENTUCKY 


The  home  mission  program  of  the  Brethren  Church  will 
increase  its  scope  considerably  by  sending  three  new 
missionaries  to  Krypton,  Kentucky,  this  month. 

Kiypton  is  not  a  new  name  to  Brethren  people,  having 
been  served  faithfully  for  many  years  by  Reverend  and 
Mrs.  Fred  Kinzie,  but  not  under  the  direction  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Board.  This  past  spring  the  Kinzies  retii'ed  fiom 
their  work,  leaving  the  Board  to  take  over  the  field.  The 
Board  is  how  sending  Miss  Lowery  and  the  Shanks  to 
sei-ve  in  this  area. 


Margaret    Lowery 

Coming  prepared  with  both  an  academic  degree  (A.B. ) 
and  nursing  degree,  as  well  as  with  teaching  and  nursing 
experience.  Miss  Margaret  Lowery  is  well  qualified  to 
fulfill  many  of  the  needs  of  these  people. 

Although  the  work  at  Krypton  is  not  all  planned  and 
organized  yet,  in  all  probability  Miss  Lowery  and  the 
Shanks  Mali  do  Bible  teaching  through  the  schools,  work 
in  the  Church  and  Sunday  school,  make  personal  contacts 
and  minister  to  these  mountain  people  in  many  ways. 


Jean    Shank 

Glenn  and  Jean  Shank,  graduates  of  Ashland  College, 
with  additional  missionary  training  in  Concordia  Semi- 
nary, are  likewise  well  equipped  to  serve.  Mrs.  Shank  is 
also  a  I'egistered  nurse,  with  several  years  e.xperience. 
The  Shanks  are  both  qualified  teachers. 

The  Shanks  who  are  under  appointment  to  the  Philip- 
pines, will  remain  in  Krypton  for  a  part  of  the  next 
year.  Miss  Lowery  plans  to  remain  permanently.  Our 
prayers  go  with  these  fine  young  people  and  may  our 
gifts   follow    in    our    Home    Mission    Offering. 


Glenn  Shank 
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ATTENTION 


The  next  issue  of  The  Evangelist  will  be  the  Annual 
Number,  under  date  of  October  24th.  It  may  be  a  few 
days  late  reaching  you  due  to  the  extra  amount  of  work 
involved  in  printing,  folding,  addressing  and  mailing.  We 
urge  you  to  keep  your  copy  on  file  during  the  year,  as  a 
reference  manual  for  the  church. 

This  week,  we  are  printing  "double  portions"  of  our 
regular  features.  The  Bretliren  Youth  Crusaders  Topics, 
Prayer  Meeting  Topics,  and  Sunday  School  Lesson  Com- 
ments, so  that  you  will  not  be  inconvenienced  in  your 
weekly  meetings.  Next  regular  issue  of  The  Evangelist 
will  come  to  you  under  date  of  October  31st. 


Topic  for  October  25,  1953 

THE  CHRISTIAN  RESPONSIBILITY  TO  HIS  CHURCH 

Scripture  Readings:  Romans  12:1-2;  Matt.  5:14-16; 
John  15:6-8. 

INTRODUCTION:  There  is  an  Eastern  story  of  four 
bi'others  who  decided  to  have  a  feast.  As  wine  was  rather 
expensive,  they  concluded  that  each  one  should  bring  an 
equal  quantity  and  add  it  to  the  common  stock.  But  one 
of  the  brothers  thought  he  might  escape  making  his  con- 
tribution. He  decided  to  bring  water  instead  of  wine.  "It 
won't  be  noticed,"  he  thought.  But  when  at  the  feast, 
the  wine  was  poured  out  from  the  common  stock,  it 
wasn't  wine  after  all,  it  was  water.  For  all  four  brothers 
had  thought  alike.  Each  one  had  said:  "Let  the  other 
do  it."  In  this  story  you  will  find  the  secret  of  your 
church's  failure.  All  of  us  are  desirous  of  having  a  great 
Church  for  the  glory  of  God,  but  too  many  of  us  count 
on  the  other  fellow's  doing  the  work. 

Let  us  think  about  the  Christian's  responsibity  to  his 
church  in  the  following  five  topics: 

1.   TO    LIVE   A   CONSECRATED   LIFE.   Rom.    12:1-2. 

In  the  year  1867,  D.  L.  Moody  made  his  first  visit  to 
England  and  came  across  these  words,  "The  world  has 
yet  to  see  what  God  will  do  with,  and  through,  and  in, 
and  by,  the  man  wtio  is  fully  and  wholly  consecrated  to 
Him."  He  said  to  himself:  "A  man,  not  a  great  man,  nor 
a  learned  man,  nor  a  rich  man,  nor  a  sick  man,  nor  an 
eloquent  man,  nor  a  'smart'  man,  but  simply  'a  man.' 
I  am  a  man,  and  it  lir;s  with  the  man  himself  whether  he 
will,  or  will  not,  make  that  entire  and  full  consecration. 
I  will  try  my  utmost  to  be  that  man."  Your  church  needs 
a  man  or  a  woman  like  that.  Will  you  be  that  person  for 
God?     What    a    revival    would    break    out   ALL   OVER 


AMERICA  if  there  were  JUST  ONE  SUCH  PERSON 
IN  EVERY  BRETHREN  CHURCH. 

2.  TO  BE  FAITHFUL  IN  ATTENDING  CHURCH 
SERVICES.  The  writer  of  Hebrews  warns  us,  "Not  for- 
saking the  assembling  of  ourselves  together  as  the  man- 
ner of  some  is;  but  exhorting  one  another:  and  so  much 
the  more,  as  ye  see  the  day  approaching."  Heb.  10:25. 
Is  it  a  sin  to  stay  away  from  church  services  when  you 
have  the  opportunity  of  attending?  I  believe  that  it  is. 
We  cannot  teach  that  church  attendance  is  the  way  to 
salvation,  but  certainly  we  cannot  hope  to  grow  and  ma- 
ture in  the  Christian  faith  if  we  neglect  our  attendance 
at  the  church.  Jesus  set  us  a  very  good  example  in  this 
respect.  In  Luke  4:16  we  read,  "And  he  came  to  Naz- 
areth, where  he  had  been  brought  up:  and,  as  his  custom 
was,  he  went  into  the  synagogue  on  the  sabbath  day." 
Jesus  knew  all  the  weaknesses  and  sins  of  those  who  at- 
tended the  synagogue — he  even  called  them  hypocrites 
and  whited  sepulchres — but  that  did  not  keep  Him  from 
worshipping  God.  If  Jesus  the  sinless  Son  of  God  could 
find  no  reasons  for  staying  away  from  the  church,  can 
you? 

3.  TO  SUPPORT  THE  CHURCH  FINANCIALLY.  The 

Bible  has  more  to  say  about  man  and  his  money  than 
any  other  subject.  Over  one  half  of  the  parables  of  Jesus 
deal  with  this  great  subject.  God  can  call  upon  us  to  sup- 
port His  work  because,  "The  earth  is  the  Lord's  and  the 
fulness  thereof:  the  world  and  they  that  dwell  therein." 
Psalm  24:1-2.  And  again  God  reminds  us  that,  "The  silver 
is  mine,  and  the  gold  is  mine,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts." 
Hag.  2:8.  St.  Paul  tells  us  that  we  belong  to  God  and  are 
under  an  obligation  to  support  His  work.  See  I  Cor.  6:19- 
20;  I  Peter  1:18-19.  "Why  should  we  support  the  church 
financially?  (1)  Because  our  hearts  will  be  in  its  work 
if   we   give   liberally   to   it.   Matt.   6:19-21;   2    Cor.   8:3ff. 

(2)  Because  it  honors  our  Lord — Mai.  ,1:6-8;  Prov.  8:9. 

(3)  Because  it  shows  our  gratitude  to  God  for  what  He 
has  done  for  us.  2  Cor.  8 :9. 

4.  GIVING  THE  LIGHT.  Matt.  5:14-16.  Here  the 
Christian  is  exhorted  to  "Let  your  light  so  shine  before 
men,  that  they  may  see  your  good  works  and  give  glory 
to  your  Father  who  is  in  heaven."  See  Matt.  7:16,  and 
James  3:10-12.  By  the  very  lives  that  we  live,  we  preach 
Christ.  Many  years  ago,  so  the  legend  goes,  two  men 
discovered  a  fifth  gospel.  They  knew  that  it  was  of 
great  value  so  they  were  determined  not  to  lose  it.  As 
time  went  on  they  got  to  quarreling  over  who  really 
ovraed  it  and  in  the  struggle  for  possession  that  followed 
the  gospel  was  destroyed.  But  there  is  a  fifth  gospel  that 
has  never  been  destroyed  and  that  is  the  gospel  accord- 
ing to  you.  What  does  Christ  look  like  through  that  gos- 
pel? 

In  an  old  Swiss  village  the  church  members  used  to 
bring  their  own  light  to  church.  A  few  minutes  before  it 
was  time  for  the  service  to  start,  the  church  would  be 
in  total  darkness.  Then  you  would  see  little  lights  com- 
ing up  the  I'oads  and  each  member  would  bring  his  light 
into  the  church  and  soon  the  sanctuary  would  be  flooded 
with  light.  After  the  service  each  worshipper  carried  his 
light  back  home.  "Ye  are  the  light  of  the  world"  Jesus 
told  His  disciples,  and  as  we  each  carry  the  light  of 
Christ  out  into  the  world,  into  our  little  bit  of  the  world, 
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0   shall   we   help   to   dispel    its   darkness   and   correct   its 
alse  theories  of  life. 

5.   BEARING   FRUIT.   John    l.^>:6-8.   Behind  all   else    in 

;his  passage  is  the  idea  of  bearing  fruit.  That  is  th(!  pur- 

30se   of   the   vine — to   bear  fruit.   Ezekicl   asks,    What   is 

he  vine  tree  more  than  any  tree?   Shall  wood  be  taken 

hereof  to  do   any  work?    Will   men   take   a  pin   of  it   to 

lang  any  vessel  thereupon?"  No.  The  vine  is  of  no   use 

unless   it   bears   fruit.   It  is   so   with   the   Christian.    How 

j-nuch  fruit  have  you  produced  for  Christ?  When  you  are 

,isked  to  do  something  in  and   for    the    church,    do    you 

gladly  accept  the  task?    Do   you  live  the  kind  of  a  life 

jthat  would   make   others   want   to   serve    Christ    because 

ivoa  serve  Him  ? 


Topic  for  November  1,   1953 

SEEK  THE  LORD 
Scripture  Reading:  Psalm  63 

RUDYARD  KIPLING  was  once  lying  seriously  ill  with 
typhoid  fever,  and  in  his  delirium  he  talked  and 
talked  and  mumbled  to  himself.  One  morning  the  nurse 
leaned  over  him  and  said:  "Mr.  Kipling,  what  do  you 
want?"  He  opened  his  eyes  and  said  feebly:  "I  want 
God."  We  do  not  need  to  be  told  that  the  modern  world 
has  lost  God  and  is  trying  to  find  Him.  That  evidence  is 
all  about  us.  Like  Job  of  old  we  cry,  "0  that  I  knew 
where  I  might  find  him!" 

1.  THE  SEARCH  FOR  GOD.  Psalm  63:1.  "Thou  art 
my  God,  I  seek  thee."  Apparently  the  Psalmist  was  go- 
ing thix)Ugh  a  strange  land  where  God  was  not  wor- 
shipped. This  gave  him  the  feeling  of  being  alone  and  he 
longed  to  be  back  home  with  his  own  people  to  worship 
in  the  house  of  the  Lord.  His  desire  was  to  find  God  even 
when  he  was  in  a  foreign  land.  Jeremiah  had  much  the 
same  experience  when  he  wrote:  "Then  shall  ye  call  upon 
me,  and  ye  shall  go  and  pray  unto  me,  and  I 
will  hearken  unto  you.  And  ye  shall  seek  me,  and 
find  me,  when  ye  shall  search  for  me  wath  all 
your  heart."  Jer.  29:12-13.  Our  Lord  reminded  us  that 
we  would  receive  if  we  asked,  "Ask  and  it  shall  be  given 
unto  you,  seek  and  ye  shall  find,  knock  and  it  shall  be 
opened  unto  you." 

2.  IT  IS  NATURAL  FOR  A  MAN  TO  SEEK  GOD. 

"My  soul  thirsteth  for  thee,  my  flesh  longeth  for  thee  in 
a  dry  and  thirsty  land,  where  no  water  is."  In  Psalm 
42  we  read,  "As  the  hart  panteth  after  the  water  brooks, 
so  panteth  my  soul  after  thee,  0  God." 

There  is  an  old  proverb  which  states,  "turn  a  horse 
loose,  and  he  will  return  to  his  stall;  turn  a  man's  soul 
loose,  and  it  will  return  home  to  God.  No  matter  where 
you  go  in  the  world,  you  will  find  people  seeking  after 
God. 

"God  is  great,  and  therefore  He  will  be  sought; 
He  is  good,  and  therefore  He  will  be  found." 

3.  WHERE  CAN  WE  FIND  GOD?  "So  I  have  looked 
upon  thee  in  the  sanctuary."  Many  people  have  the  feel- 
ing that  they  can  find  God  out  on  the  golf  course,  driv- 


ing along  the  highway,  or  at  home  doing  a  nurnb*rr  of 
things.  One  may  be  certain,  however,  that  an  individual 
who  does  not  make  it  a  practice  to  worwhip  in  the  L/jrd'H 
house  will  not  have  a  veiy  KatiHfying  worship  fcxperitncc 

anywhere  else. 

Another  place  the  Psalmist  found  God  was  in  prayer. 
"Wh(m  I  think  of  thee  upon  my  bed,  and  m<^itaU;  on 
thee  in  the  watches  of  the  night."  (verse  (>).  Prayer  is 
not  begging;  the  essence  of  prayer  is  communication  or 
conversation.  It  is  the  establishing  of  conscious  contact 
with  God,  so  that  His  wisdom,  peace,  strength,  may  flow 
into  our  hearts. 

The  Christian  has  a  great  advantage  over  the  Psalmist 
for  we  have  Jesus  Christ  who  said,  "He  that  has  seen 
me  has  seen  the  Father."  Again  Jesus  said,  "No  man 
comes  to'  the  Father,  but  by  me."  The  Christian  finds 
God  in  Christ. 

4.  THE  REWARD  OF  THE  SEARCH  FOR  G(JD.  'The 

king  shall  rejoice  in  God."  Verse  11. 

Those  who  seek  the  Lord  with  all  their  hearts  will  find 
Him  for  the  Lord  is  more  willing  to  be  found  than  we 
are  to  seek  Him.  Jeremiah  speaks  for  God  when  he  says, 
"Ye  shall  seek  me,  and  find  me  when  ye  shall  search  for 
me  with  all  your  heart."  Buddha  vowed  that  he  would  die 
in  his  tracks  unless  he  could  find  the  way  of  life,  the 
path  of  deliverance.  After  he  thought  he  had  found  the 
true  way,  a  certain  man  came  asking  that  he  be  shown 
the  way  of  salvation.  Buddha  led  him  down  to  the  river. 
It  was  at  bathing  time,  and  the  seeker  assumed  that  he 
was  to  undergo  some  ritual  of  purification.  W^hen  they 
were  some  distance  out  in  the  stream,  Buddha  suddenly 
grabbed  the  man  and  held  his  head  under  the  water. 
Finally,  in  a  last  gasp  the  fellow  got  loose.  Quietly 
Buddha  asked  him  "Wlien  you  thought  you  were  drown- 
ing, what  did  you  desire  most?"  Back  came  the  gasping 
cry,  "Air."  Then  said  Buddha,  "When  you  want  salva- 
tion as  much  as  you  wanted  air,  then  you  will  get  it." 
The  reason  that  many  people  never  succeed  in  their 
search  for  God  is  that  they  do  not  want  Him  enough. 
That  was  the  case  with  the  rich  young  luler.  That  was 
true  of  one  of  Paul's  followers  of  w-hom  the  Apostle 
writes,  "For  Demas  hath  forsaken  me.  having  loved  this 
present  world." 

Nothing  can  satisfy  the  boundless  desires  of  the  soul 
but  God.  Those  who  find  Him — or  rather  are  found  of 
Him — have  an  unspeakable  joy.  Men  toil  for  riches,  hon- 
ors, worldly  goods,  pleasure,  and  many  other  things  which 
disappoint  them  after  they  are  obtained,  but  God  never 
fails  to  satisfy  the  deep  longings  of  the  human  hean.  As 
Augustine  was  wont  to  say,  "We  were  made  for  thee  and 
our    souls    are    restless    until    they    rest    in    thee." 

"Speak  to  Him  thou  for  He  hears,  and  Spirit  with  Spirit 

can  meet — 
Closer  is  He  than  breathing,  and  nearer  than  hands  and 

feet." 

— Alfred  Tennyson. 

FOR  YOUR  DISCUSSION 

1.  Why  is  it  that  so  many  people  do  .not  really  enjoy 
their  religion? 

2.  What  do  you  consider  to  be  the  greatest  hindrance 
to  a  happy  and  successful  Christian  experience? 
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fering  at  tlieir  evening  senices  %\-ill  go  to   the  foreign 
mission  field. 

PITTSBURGH,  PENNA.  We  learn  from  Brother  Ralph 
E.  Mills'  bulletin  tliat  a  Cambria  County  Brethren  C.  E. 
Corn  Roast  was  held  at  the  Pleasant  View  Brethren 
Church,  Vandergrift,  Penna.,  Satui'day  evening,  Septem- 
ber 12th.  A  good  attendance  is  reported. 

AKRON,  OHIO,  FIRESTONE  PARK  BRETHREN.  Ar- 
thur P.  Petit,  Director  of  Public  Relations  of  Ashland 
College,  will  be  the  Education  Day  speaker  in  the  Fire- 
stone Park  church  on  Sunday  morning,  October  18th. 

DAYTON,  OHIO.  Tlie  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the 
Daj"ton  Ministerium  was  held  in  our  church  on  Tuesday 
morning,  October  6th,  with  a  breakfast  at  8:00  A.  M. 
Walter  N.  Roberts,  President  of  Bonebrake  Theological 
Seminary  was  the  speaker. 

Fourteen  new  members  were  received  into  the  church 
on  September  27th,  with  four  more  to  be  received  on  Oc- 
tober 4th. 

Brother  Percy  C.  Miller  has  the  following  to  say  in  his 
bulletin  relative  to  the  "Open  House"  conducted  recently 
for  their  newly  purchased  parsonage:  "Open  House  was 
well  attended  .  .  .  The  Deacon  Board  is  really  to  be  con- 
gratulated on  their  planning  and  carrying  out  of  the  day's 
program.  Many  thanks  to  all  who  helped  in  any  way.  We 
enjoyed  the  presence  and  fellowship  of  all  who  came.  If 
j'ou  were  not  present,  just  remember  that  everyone  is 
welcome  any  time." 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  From  Brother  William  Crick's  bulletin 
we  leam  that  Gratis  won  the  attendance  banner  at  the 
recent  Miami  Valley  Brethren  Youth  Rally  held  at  the 
Williamstovm  Brethren  Church. 

Brother  Crick  was  the  speaker  over  WPFB's  "Sunshine 
Hour"  on  October  3rd. 

A  "Family  Night"  will  be  obsei-ved  Saturday,  October 
17th. 

A  "Brethren  Youth"  Talent  Program  was  scheduled  for 
October  18th.  The  offering  to  go  to  the  .Brethren  Youth 
treasury. 

MUNCIE,  INDIANA.  The  morning  message  on  Sep- 
tember 20th,  was  presented  by  Rev.  C.  W.  Cole,  of  Con- 
vene, Maine,  with  the  evening  message  being  given  by 
Mrs.  Cole. 

Dedication  sei-vices  for  two  children  were  conducted  on 
September  20th. 

BRIGHTON,  INDIANA.  Dennis  and  Claire  Snell  vis- 
ited in  the  Brighton  church  recently,  with  the  church 
holding  a  get-together  for  them  on  Tuesday,  September 
15th.  Colored  slides  of  camp  and  conference  were  shown. 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  The  Goshen  church  is  the  reci])i- 
ent  of  a  new  chrome  Communion  set,  consisting  of  fiv(; 
trays  with  glasses,  base  and  cover,  and  five  bread  trays 
and  cover.  This  oeautiful  Communion  set  is  a  memorial 
gift  from  Mrs.  B.  H.  Rohnr,  in  memory  of  her  parents, 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harvey  J.  Schrock.  The  set  will  be  de< 
cated,  and  used  for  the  Communion  Service  on  Octob 
25th. 

PERU,   INDIANA.   Stewardship   Sunday,   and  Install 
tion  of  Church  and  Sunday  School  officers  was  held 
September  27th. 

FLORA,  INDIANA.  Brother  C.  A.  Stewart  reports  li 
in  Sunday  School,  with  a  full  house  for  the  mornii 
Homecoming  Program,  on  October  4th.  Their  new  electi 
organ  was  dedicated  on  this  day. 

The  Men's  Bible  Class  presented  a  beautiful  cros 
which  has  been  placed  in  front  of  the  pulpit. 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  Three  new  members  were  r. 
ceoived  into  the  church  on  September  20th. 

WARSAW,  INDIANA.  Brother  Robert  Holsinger,  ne 
pastor  at  Warsaw  writes,  "We  arrived  here  Thursda 
noon,  October  ,1st,  and  found  the  parsonage  cupboarc 
filled  with  food.  The  Laymen  had  held  a  "pound"  showe 
In  addition,  the  Eldoah  S.  S.  Class  brought  in  a  hot  lunc 
Thursday  noon,  with  a  lot  more  food. 

"Had  a  fine  prayer  service  on  Thursday  night  with  2 
present.  The  group  voted  to  take  up  the  study  of  'Jamef 
in  their  Bible  Study. 

"We  certainly  have  had  a  royal  reception." 

.Brother  Holsinger  also  notes  that  their  Homecominj 
was  held  on  October  4th,  with  a  reception  for  the  nev 
pastor  and  family  being  held  immediately  after  the  pro 
gram. 

BURLINGTON,  INDIANA.  At  the  annual  Church  bus 
ness  meeting,  September  25th,  the  pastor,  Brother  Myroi 
Dodds,  was  given  a  unanimous  call  for  another  year  wit! 
an  increase  in  salai*y. 

CERRO  GORDO,  ILLINOIS.  In  an  effort  to  meet  th( 
emergency  for  bandages  and  cotton  squares  for  our  mis- 
sion work  in  Africa,  the  Women's  Missionary  Society  mel 
on  September  17th  and  23rd.  Approximately  2,000  squares 
were  cut  and  227  bandages  rolled. 

On  October  4th,  the  Sunday  School  started  a  local  con- 
test in  which  they  hope  to  gain  new  members,  and  alsc 
further  the  work  of  Christ.  Also,  on  October  11th,  tht 
Sunday   School  started  their  Christian  Herald  contest. 

For  the  next  several  weeks  the  prayer  meetings  will  be 
held  in  the  homes  of  those  who  are  unable  to  attend  be- 
cause of  sickness  and  poor  health. 

LANARK,  ILLINOIS.  In  the  interim  of  one  Sundaj 
during  the  change  of  pastors,  Rev.  Thomas  Cleworth  oc- 
cupied the  pulpit  on  September  27th.  Brother  J.  D.  Hamel 
Lanark  Pastor  for  the  past  three  years,  has  taken  up  the 
work  of  the  South  Bend,  Indiana,  Church,  and  Brothei 
H.  Francis  Berkshire,  formerly  Pastor  of  the  Udell,  Iowa 
church  has  taken  up  the  work  at  Lanark. 

The  Lanark  Laymen  have  erected  road  signs  along  al 
four  highways  leading  into  town,  inviting  people  to  come 
to  their  church.  (A  picture  of  one  of  them  has  been  seni 
to  the  Editor,  and  is  being  made  into  a  cut,  to  appear  ir 
the  Evangelist  in  a  few  weeks.) 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  A  series  of  twelve  motion  picture 
films  on  the  life  of  St.  Paul,  is  scheduled  to  be  shown  ir 
the  Waterloo  church  during  this  coming  winter.  The  first 
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rStephen,  First  Christian  Martyr,"  was  shown  on  Sep- 
tember 27th. 

Rev.  Robert  Byler,  Missionary  to  the  Argentine,  was 
present  at  the  Waterloo  Family  Night  on  Saturday,  Oc- 
tober 3rd,  at  which  time  he  presented  pictures  and  a 
message  of  his  mission  work. 

CARLETON,  NEBRASKA.  Brothei-  Thomas  Shannon 
reports  that  a  coat  of  paint  was  scheduled  to  be  appiie;! 
to  the  church  during  September,  'ilie  work  was  to  be  done 
by  volunteer  labor. 

i  SPECIAL:  From  Brother  Eugene  .Beekley,  Chaplain  at 
Sampson   Air  Force   Base,  Geneva,  New   York,  we  learn 

I  that  in  a  recent  service  conducted  by  Biother  Beekley, 
that  the  attendance  was  627.  At  the  evening  "Sampson 
Gospel  Hour,"  a  service  of  "good  old  Gospel  Hymns  and 
Choruses  and  a  soul  stirring  message,"  he  reports  that 
37  men  came  forward  at  the  close  of  the  sei-vice.  Brother 

'  Beekley  has  been  doing  some  supply  preaching  neai'by,  on 
September  20th,  preaching  at  a  nearby  country  Methodist 

i  church,  following  his  own  morning  service. 


COMING  EVENTS 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 


MT.  OLIVE,  VIRGINIA.  Holy  Communion— October 
18th — Dr.  John  F.  Locke,  Pastor. 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  Home  Coming  and  Rally  Day- 
October  18th — Also,  Quarterly  Cash  Day.  Holy  Commun- 
ion— October  25th — Rev.  Willis  E.  Ronk,  Pastor. 

BRIGHTON,  INDIANA.  Revival  Sei-vices— October  26th 
to  November  8th — Conducted  by  the  Pastor,  Rev.  Smith 
P.  Rose. 

PERU,  INDIANA.  Revival  Meeting— October  26th  to 
November  8th^ — The  L.  O.  McCartneysmiths,  Evangelists. 
Special  children's  services  and  music.  Homecoming — No- 
vember 1st. — Rev.  Milton  Bowman,  Pastor. 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  Rally  Day  and  Ingathering  Day- 
October  25th — Rev.  Spencer  Gentle,  Pastor. 

CUMBERLAND,  MARYLAND.  Holy  Communion— Oc- 
tober 25th — Pre-Communion  Services  beginning  October 
21st,  conducted  by  the  Pastor,  Rev.  Milton  M.  Robinson. 

CALVARY,  N.  J.  Home  Coming  Services— October  25th 
— Morning  message  by  the  Pastor.  Luncheon  at  12:30. 
Afternoon  service  at  2:00  o'clock;  Speaker,  Rev.  E.  J. 
Black,  former  pastor.  Church  located  between  Croton  and 
QuakertowTi,  N.  J.  Rev.   William  Anderson,   Pastor. 

COUNTY  LINE  (Lapaz),  INDIANA.  Revival  Services 
—November  2nd  to  15th — Rev.  R.  K.  Higgins,  E\'ange- 
list;  Herbert  R.  Gilmer,  Pastor. 

ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  Revival  Meeting— October 
26th  to  November  8th— Rev.  Percy  C.  Miller,  Evangelist; 
Rev.  Freeman  Ankrum,  Pastor. 

MULVANE,  KANSAS.  Evangelistic  Meetings— Novem- 
ber Ir.t  to  15th— Rev.  C.  C.  Grisso,  Evangelist,  Rev.  J.  F. 
Burton,  Pastor. 
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PrrrSFtCRGH,  PE.NNA.  W.  .M.  S.  Public  Service- 
Sunday  morninff,  October  18th.-  Misa  Miriarn  M.  Bird, 
Meyersdal';,  Penna.,  P/<;Hid(;nt  of  ttit  Penna.  DJHt.  W.  M. 
S.,  guest  Hp«5aker.  Rev.  Ralph  .Mi'IIh,  PaHtor. 

WEST  ALKXANDItlA,  (JHIO.  Revival  MeetinK— B«- 
gin.s  November  2nd — lO-.v.  .John  'J\  Byler,  KvanK'-liBl; 
liev.  H.  R.  Garland,  Pastor. 

FLORA,  INDIANA.  Evangelistic  Meeting — November 
8th  to  22nd — Conducted  by  Rev.  and  .Mrs.  Han-y  E. 
Richer,  of  Peru,  Indiana.  Rev.  C.  A.  Stewart,  Pastor. 
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THE  EDITOR'S   PULPIT 

THE  GREAT  HOMECOMING 

(Continued  from   Page  -i) 
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is  what  we  call  "salvation."  To  fail  to  believe,  to  accept, 
to  practice  and  to  obey,  is  fatal  as  far  as  eternal  life  is 
concerned. 

We  grant  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  always  be  stirring 
up  our  basic  beliefs  to  see  what  we  know  is  certain  in 
our  lives.  Yet,  it  does  not  hurt  to  review  the  basic  funda- 
mentals of  our  Christian  faith.  We  should  know  what  we 
believe  and  why  we  believe  it.  We  should  know  what  we 
practice  and  why  we  practice  it.  Why?  Because  it  is  on 
these  things  that  our  hope  of  eternal  life  depends.  Our 
beliefs  and  pi'actices  ai"e  those  given  to  us  by  Christ  in 
the  Gospel. 

So,  let's  study  the  way  of  salvation.  Let's  ask  our- 
selves again  the  question:  "Do  you  believe  that  Jesus  is 
the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living  God?  Do  you  believe  that 
He  died  on  the  cross  to  save  you  from  sin  ?  Do  you  now 
accept  Him  as  your  Saviour  and  Lord,  and  the  atoning 
sacrifice  of  His  precious  blood  as  all  sufficient  to  cleanse 
you  from  sin?  Do  you  now  promise  to  follow  Him  and 
serve  Him  through  life,  looking  forward  to  life  everlast- 
ing with  Him  ? 

The  heavenly  Homecoming  is  for  those  who  have  buried 
self,  living  anew  in  Christ  and  in  His  righteousness. 
What  a  day  that  will  be!  To  greet  anew  the  old  friends, 
the  mothers,  t'he  fathers,  the  sisters,  the  brothei-s,  the 
childi'en — living  forever  in  perfect  bliss  and  happiness,  in 
the  place  prepared  for  us,  around  the  throne  of  God.  Are 
you  on  your  way  to  that  great  Homecoming  Day  in  the 
skies?— W.  S.  B. 


This 


■n' 


By  th«  Editor 


That 


»  ■»■  I 


The  Editor  spent  this  past  week  (.October  4th  to  11th) 
attending  the  ^Mid-West  and  Central  District  Conferences 
as  a  representative  of  the  Brethren  Publishing  Company. 
We  are  glad  to  report  two  very  fine  Confei-ences,  the 
spiritual  tone  and  fellowship  of  which  wei-e  the  very  best. 
We  ^^ill  have  more  to  say  about  these  Conferences  at  a 
later  date. 
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Vniijcv  lllcetimj 
Studies 

IBif  G.  ') .  §ihner 


A  MOMENT  IN  THE  MORNING 

A  moment  in  the  morning,  ei*e  the  cares  of  day  begin, 
Ere  the  heart's  wide  door  is  open  for  the  world  to  enter 

in; 
Ah,  then,  alone  with  Jesus,  in  the  silence  of  the  morn — 
In  heaven's  sweet  communion  let  your  duty-day  be  born. 

In  the  quietude  that  blesses  with  a  prelude  of  repose, 
Let  your  soul  be  soothed  and  softened  as  the  dew  revives 

the  rose. 
A  moment  in  the  morning,  take  your  Bible  in  your  hand, 
And  catch  a  glimpse  of  glory  fix)m  the  peaceful  promised 

land. 

It   will   linger  still   before  you  when  you   seek  the  busy 

mart, 
And  like  the  flowers  of  hope,  will  blossom  into  beauty  in 

your  heart. 
The  precious  words,  like  jewels,  will  glisten  all  the  day, 
With   a    rare   effulgent    glory   that   will   brighten    all   the 

way. 

When  comes  a  sore  temptation  and  your  feet  are  near  a 
snare. 

You  may  call  on  the  name  of  Jesus,  Who  is  ready  to  an- 
swer prayer. 

A  moment  in  the  morning — a  moment,  if  no  moi-e — 

Is  better  than  an  hour  when  the  trying  day  is  o'er. 

Tis  the  gentle  dew  from  Heaven,  the  manna  for  the  day; 

If  you   fail   to  gather  early — alas!   it  melts  away. 

So,   in   the  blush   of  morning,   take  the  offered  hand  of 

love, 
And  walk   in    Heaven's    pathway    and    the    peacefulness 

thereof.  — Aiihur  Lewis  Tubbs. 

THIS  POEM  gives  us  a  practical  suggestion:  "The 
habit  of  recognizing  the  Holy  Spirit  each  morning, 
thanking  Him  for  Hi.s  indwelling  presence,  love,  guidance 
and  care,  will  bring  blessed  results  in  a  peaceful,  trust- 
ful state  of  mind  and  heart  throughout  the  thronging 
duties  and  vicissitudes  of  the  day.  The  days  will  be  His 
days,  and  ours  in  joyous  partnership  with  Him." 

We  Christians  are  characterized  as  having  "the  mind 
of  Christ"  (1  Cor.  2:15,  16).  Yet  none  of  us  have  per- 
fectly attaine<l  Hi.s  mind  (Phil.  2:5).  So,  each  morning 
we  need  a  food  for  our  spiritual  natures  for  giowth  as 
well  as  sustenance  (1  Peter  2:2).  The  Word  of  God  is 
our  necessary  food  (Job  2.3:12).  In  His  Word  are  the 
spiritual  vitamins  e.s.sential  to  our  continued  well-being 
(P.salm  19:10).  Under-nourishment  results  in  spiritual 
anemia  with  other  complications  (Heb.  5:11-14). 

Each  morning  we  need  fresh  air  through  prayer. 
"Prayer  is  the  Christian's  vital  breath,  the  Christian's 
native  air."  By  prayer  we  outbreathe  our  soul's  desires, 


and,  better  yet,  inbreathe  what  God  has  to  say  to  ui 
(John  20:22),  If  one  were  granted  a  ten  minute  inter 
view  with  the  President,  he  would  plan  to  encourage  hin 
to  talk  freely. 

For  exercise  we  need  a  life  of  obedience.  The  prompt- 
ings of  our  prayers  are  to  be  proved  in  loving  obedience 
(Phil.  4:13).  Man  fails  to  live  up  to  his  best  knowledge 
(Romans  7:18),  and  therefore  the  Christian  needs  to  rely 
on  all  his  resources  in  Christ.  A  practical  step  toward 
spiritual  release  is  the  following:  Study  your  own  fail- 
ures and  weaknesses.  Whence  do  they  come?  What  form 
do  they  take?  Then  apply  the  spiritual  i'«medy  to  the 
shameful  things  (Mark  7:21-23)  that  come  "from  within." 
Apply  the  remedy  to  "the  inner  man"  (Eph.  3:16;  Col. 
1:11).  The  Spirit  within  is  God's  perfect  answer  to  the 
need  within.  Employ  the  three  graces  of  the  Spirit  (1 
Cor,  13:16)  as  did  the  Thessalonian  Chi-istians  (1  Thess. 
1:3). 

As  we  needed  faith  in  beginning  a  Christian  life  (John 
20:31),  we  need  faith  to  continue  (Heb.  10:38),  We  have 
hope  for  present  comfort,  courage,  and  strength  (James 
5:1-9),  and  also  present  virtue  (1  John  3:3).  We  have 
God's  love  in  us  (1  John  4:16;  Romans  5:5)  toward  all 
men  (Romans  13:8),  even  our  enemies  (Matt.  5:44)  as 
well  as  our  brethren  in  Christ   (John  13:34,  35), 

THE  BIBLE— YET  IT  LIVES 

Generations  follow  generations — yet  it  lives. 

Nations  rise  and  fall — yet  it  lives. 

Kings,   dictators,  presidents  come   and  go — yet    it    lives. 

Toi-n,  condemned,  burned — yet  it  lives. 

Doubted,  suspected,  criticized — yet  it  lives. 

Damned  by  atheists — yet  it  lives. 

Scoffed  at  by  scorners — yet  it  lives. 

Exaggerated  by  fanatics — yet  it  lives. 

Misconstrued  and  misstated — yet  it  lives. 

Ranted  and  raved  about — yet  it  lives. 

Its  inspiration  denied — yet  it  lives. 

Yet  it  lives — as  a  lamp  to  our  feet. 

Yet  it  lives — as  a  light  to  our  paths. 

Yet  it  lives — as  the  gate  to  Heaven, 

Yet  it  lives — as  a  standard  for  childhood. 

Yet  it  lives — as  a  guide  for  youth. 

Yet  it  lives —  as  an  inspiration  for  the  matured. 

Yet  it  lives — as  a  comfort  for  the  aged. 

Yet  it  lives — as  food  for  the  hungry. 

Yet  it  lives — as  water  for  the  thirsty. 

Yet  it  lives — as  rest  for  the  weary. 

Yet  it  lives — as  light  for  the  heathen. 

Yet  it  lives — as  salvation  for  the  sinner. 

Yet  it  lives — as  grace  for  the  Christian. 

To  know  it  is  to  love  it. 

To  love  it  is  to  accept  it. 
To  accept  it  means  life  eternal, 

— Willard  L.  Johnson. 

THAT  THE  BIBLE  IS  INSPIRED  and  therefore  God's 
Word  is  fundamental  to  Christian  faith  (Romans  10: 
17),  The  original  writings  (not  translations  and  revisions) 
came  through  the  penman  direct  from  God,  and  the  words 
composing  the  Bible  are  God-breathed  (2  Tim,  3:16), 
Note  the  direct  testimony  of  the  Bible  to  the  fact  of 
verbal  inspiration   (Exodus  4:10-12;  34:27;  Num.   12:6-8; 
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Deut.  4:2;  18:20).  Now  Testumont  quotations  fi-oin  tho 
31d  Testament  prove  verbal  inspiration  (iVIark  12:10  and 
I  Sam.  23:2).  Jeremiah  declared  that  the  Lord  put  His 
ivords  in  the  prophet's  mouth  (Jer.  1:6-9).  Isaiah  no 
fewer  than  twenty  times  declares  that  his  writings  arc 
the  "words  of  the  Lord"  (Isaiah  1:10).  Sixty  times  <loeK 
Bzekiel  declare  his  writings  are  the  "words  of  God" 
(Ezek.  3:10,  11).  And  the  following  writers  declare  the 
'same  thing:  Daniel  10:9;  Hosea  1:1;  Joel  1:1;  Amos  3:1; 
lObadiah  1:1;  Jonah  1:1;  Micah  1:1;  Nahum  1:12;  Hab. 
[2:2;  Zeph.  1:1;  Hag.   1:1;  Zech.  1:1;  Mai.  1:1). 

When  Moses  said,  "A  prophet  shall  the  Loixl  your  God 
raise  up,  LIKE  UNTO  ME.  To  him  shall  ye  hearken," 
he  was  speaking  of  Christ  being  like  unto  him  in  verbal 
mspiration  (Exodus  4:11-16).  So  Jesus  did  speak  the 
words  that  God  put  into  His  mouth  (John  12:49,  130); 
17:8).  Jesus  was  divinely  helped,  and  naturally  all  the 
holy  writers  had  to  be  divinely  assisted  (John  5:19).  Paul 
distinctly  taught  that  his  writings  were  not  the  words  of 
men  (1  Cor.  2:13);  1  Thess.  2:13).  Note  what  the  Scrip- 
tures are  called  in  the  following  citations:  Romans  3:2; 
Luke  8:11;  Acts  13:48;  Phil.  2:16;  Col.  3:16;  Eph.  1:13; 
Romans  10:8).  More  than  two  thousand  times  the  Bible 
testifies  of  itself  that  it  is  the  Word  of  God. 

The  endurance  of  the  Word  denotes  that  it  is  God- 
breathed  and  inspired  (Psalm  119:89;  Isaiah  40:8). 
Wherever  the  Word  is  characterized,  its  verbal  inspira- 
tion is  inferred  (Psalm  12:6;  Jer.  23:29).  "No  prophecy 
ever  came  by  the  will  of  man"  (2  Peter  1:21).  The  same 
Almighty  power  that  gave  life  to  Adam  (Gen.  2:7)  and 
Elihu  (Job  33:4),  is,  in  some  mysterious  sense  in  the 
words  of  the  Sacred  Record  (Heb.  4:12). 

This  Word  believed  and  obeyed  will  impart  spiritual 
life  and  save  the  soul  (James  1:22;  1  Peter  1:23;  John 
6:63).  The  good  seed,  which  is  the  Word  of  God,  germi- 
nates to  reproduce  itself  in  kind  (2  Peter  1:4;  2.  Cor. 
5:17).  This  Word  has  cleansing  power  (Psalm  119:9; 
.John  15:3;  Eph.  5:26).  By  the  Word  we  are  kept  from 
evil  and  the  power  of  the  evil  one  (Psalm  17:4;  119:11; 
John  17:14).  That  all  men  may  know  that  the  Bible 
stands,  read  Isaiah  40:6,  8  and  2  Cor.  13:8. 


Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vanator 

Lesson  for  October  25,   1953 

THE   WAR  AGAINST   BEVERAGE  ALCOHOL 

Lesson:    Isaiah    5:11-14;    Matthew    18:6;    Romans    3:1-14; 

James  4:17 

T  WAS  STRUCK  WITH  THE  WORDS  found  in  "The 
Broadman  Commentary"  which,  to  me,  strikes  at  the 
very  center  of  our  lesson.  They  read  thus,  "If  anyone 
lacks  understanding  as  to  the  character  of  beveiage  alco- 
hol, let  him  examine  the  passage  of  scriptui-e  coming 
fi'om  Proverbs  in  our  lesson.  'Who  hath  woe?   who  hath 


sorrow?  who  hath  contentions?  who  hath  F>abbiinK? 
who  hath  wounds  without  cauHe?  who  hath  )<,-<iri<.-BH  of 
eyes?'  The  answer  comes  with  blunt  candor:  'They  that 
tarry  long  at  the  wine;  they  that  go  to  neek  mixed 
wine.'"  Woe;  Sorrow;  Contention:^;  F'abbJing;  Wounds 
without  cause;  Redness  of  eyes!  How  wr.-ll  that  descrilxjh 
the  one  who  continues  in  the  use  of  the  so-called  "harm- 
less" alcoholic  dnnk. 

A   few  days  ago   I   heard  a  man   who  is  an  authority 

on  such  things,  say  that  in  New  York  state  alone  there 
are  one  hundred  thousand  known  alcoholics.  He  defined] 
alcoholics  as  those  so  far  gone  in  the  drink  habit  that 
they  are  now  considered  incurably  ill  as  far  as  man- 
made  assistance  is  concerned.  He  pointed  out  that  the 
Christian  way  of  Alcoholic  Anonymous  is  the  only  way 
in  which  such  people  can  be  helped. 

We  ask  ourselves,  "What  can  we  do  about  it  all?" 
Someone  has  rightly  said,  "The  fight  against  beverage 
alcohol  is  every  Christian's  fight.  Notwithstanding  the 
fearful  price  that  one  may  have  to  pay,  in  opposing  the 
traffic  of  beverage  alcohol,  the  Christian  cannot  afford 
to  remain  silent  or  neutral.  God  expects  His  children  U> 
take  their  stand  on  the  side  of  right — always  and  with- 
out fear.  If  we  suffer,  let  us  remember  that  the  cham- 
pions of  righteousness  have  ever  suffered. 

One  of  the  best  arguments  against  drinking,  is  to  be 
found  in  the  daily  reports  of  the  traffic  accidents  which 
are  constantly  occurring  on  the  road  today.  We  cannot 
pick  up  our  daily  paper  without  seeing  the  arrests  count 
into  ten  to  twenty,  each  labeled  "intoxication."  A  num- 
ber of  years  ago,  in  one  of  his  gi-eat  speeches,  the  late 
Senator  William  E.  Borrah  of  Idaho,  said,  "The  man  in 
the  automobile  may  be  opposed  to  the  Eighteenth  Amend- 
ment, but  he  will  instantly  discharge  a  drinking  chauf- 
feur. The  train  may  be  crowded  with  delegates  to  an  anti- 
prohibition  convention,  but  they  would  mob  the  engi- 
neer who  would  take  a  drink  while  drawing  his  preciou.^ 
freight.   Where   safety   is   involved   we   are   all   drys." 

W.  R.  King,  in  Arnold's  Commentary  makes  this  state- 
ment, "The  evils  of  alcohol  are  known  and  therefore  it  is 
Chi"istian  duty  to  fight  it.  He  'that  knoweth  to  do  good 
and  doethj  it  not,  to  him  it  is  sin.'  Henrj-  Ford  said  that 
liquor  is  too  dangerous  for  our  machine-driven  age  and 
should  be  banned.  John  Wesley  said  that  money  made  on 
drink,  in  view  of  the  crime  and  degradation  that  has  re- 
sulted, was  blood  money  coined  out  of  the  lives  of  its  ^^c- 
tims.  Alcohol  actually  destroys  thousands  of  lives  each 
year,  besides  its  indirect  effects  and  the  great  financial 
loss." 

Make  war  on  this  insiduous  foe  of  mankind  ?  Of  coui-se 
we  should.  We  do  not  hesitate  to  make  war  on  disease 
and  plagues,  so  why  not  use  the  same  means  to  extermin- 
ate the  great  killer  of  souls  as  well  as  of  human  lives? 

Lesson   for  November   1.   1953 

WHAT  IS  A  CHRISTIAN  HOME? 

Lesson:    Deuteronomy    6:4-9:    Ephesians    5:21 6:4 

WE  MIGHT  W'ELL  TURN  to  Genesis  1:26-31  to  see 
God's  plan  for  the  hon\e.  God  having  made  man  in 
His  own  image  had  endowed  His  creation  \vith  the  same 
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de&ire  for  fellowship  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  heart  of 
the  Crvator.  Thoroforo,  knowing  that  man  would  not  be 
S4itislied  to  live  a  life  apart  from  the  animal  creation 
which  was  now  a  part  of  the  earth,  God  in  His  infinite 
knowleiige  of  all  things  proceeded  to  make  woman  to  be 
the  helpmate  of  man  and  together  they  were  to  form  what 
was  to  become  the  hearthstone  of  the  family,  a  home. 
This  wife  newly  created  was  to  stand  alongside  of  the 
man  and  these  two  were  to  become  the  progenitors  of  the 
human  race. 

Whatever  else  is  to  Iv  said  for  the  home,  its  origin  is 
divine,  and  this  puts  the  staJinp  of  a  sacred  approval  on 
the  home  thus  created  by  the  will  of  God.  It  has  been  said 
that  "until  we  perceive  that  the  home  is  a  sacred  institu- 
tion, both  in  its  origin  and  its  mission  in  the  world,  we 
can  hardly  give  the  home  the  consideration  that  it  de- 
ser\-es  in  the  complex  relations  of  society." 

Home  should  be  considered  as  a  place  where  there  is 
love  between  ALL  members  of  the  family.  Each  should 
feel  some  concern  and  sympathy  for  the  others,  for  in 
homes  where  there  is  mutual  concern  there  is  a  bond 
which  knits  the  whole  family  together  and  there  is  no 
danger  that  each  without  thought  for  the  other  will  go 
on  his  or  her  separate  way  with  little  concern  for  the 
i-est  of  the  family.  In  such  a  home  we  will  usually  find 
that  God  is  honored  and  true  love  exists. 

Someone  has  wisely  written,  "The  basic  relationship  in 
the  home   is   the  one  between   husband  and  wife.   Unless 


this  relationship  is  on  a  high  and  lofty  plane,  little  ca 
be  done  to  make  the  relationship  between  the  parent 
and  children  what  it  ought  to  be."  Such  a  relationshi 
will  surely  bring  about  an  understanding  between  th 
husband  and  wife  which  can  be  seen  and  followed  afte 
by  the  children.  Such  parents,  godly  parents,  will, 
course,  seek  to  bring  up  the  children  in  the  "fear  and  ad 
monition  of  the  Lord."  The  home  must  be  the  place  wher 
the  earliest  fii'es  of  faith  in  God  are  to  be  kindled  an 
the  value  of  Christian  training  in  the  life  of  the  chiL 
brought  to  fruition  by  the  woi-ds  and  example  of  th 
parents — not  just  the  mother,  which  is  far  too  often  th 
case,  but  by  both  father  and  mother. 

Next  to  the  church  the  home  is  the  most  important  o 
all  institutions.  It  would  be  impossible  to  have  a  grea 
nation  without  noble  homes,  for  it  has  rightly  been  sai( 
that  "the  home  is  the  foundation  of  national  greatness.' 
Just  where  is  America  headed?  Is  the  home  being  brokei 
up  by  the  slipshod  manner  in  which  our  homes  are  as 
sembled  and  run?  What  is  the  relation  of  the  home  ant 
the  church?  Far  too  often  the  home  is  the  place  wher( 
the  Sunday  dinner  becomes  the  scene  of  "roasted  preach 
er"  and  "frozen"  Spirit,  rather  than  the  warm  apprecia' 
tion  of  the  sacredness  of  the  service  which  was  attendee 
more  out  of  duty  than  of  desire.  Let  us  remember  thai 
the  Word  tells  us  that  our  homes  should  be  "Christlike' 
in  their  makeup  and  that  in  our  homes  there  should  b( 
hannonious  living  as  we  seek  to  make  God's  will  supreme 
Is  yours  a  Christian  Home? 


REV.  GLENN  SHANK 

TO   BE   ORDAINED 

OCTOBER  25TH 
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Ordination  Senices  for  Rev.  Glenn  Shank  will  be  held 
Sunday  evening,  October  25th,  in  the  Hagerstovvn,  Breth- 
ren Church,  Hager.stown,  Maryland.  The  service  will  be  in 
charge  of  Rev,  James  Ault,  Pastor  of  the  Church.  Rev. 
W.  Clayton  Berk.shire,  General  Secretary  of  the  Mission- 
ary Board  of  the  Brethren  Church,  will  preach  the  Ordi- 
nation sermon. 

Rev,  Shank,  along  with  Mrs.  Shank,  are  missionaries 
under  appointment  to  the  Philippines,  and  will  this  winter 
be  in  Krypton,  Kentucky,  helping  in  the  work  at  that 
place. 


How  About 
Your  Offerings?? 


THE  EDI  (  ATIONAL  DAY  OFFEKINt; 

Make  checks  to  Ashland  College,  and  send  to  Ashland 
College,  Ashland,  Ohio,  and  mark  on  Envelope  "Educa- 
tional Day  Offering." 


Doctrinal  Statements 

By  the  Late  Dr.  J.  Allen  Miller 

VL  BAPTISM:  IT  IS  TRINE  IMMERSION. 

There  is  not  a  single  standard  authority  that  the' 
writer  has  ever  found  that  gives  to  sprinkle  or  to  pour 
as  the  primary  meaning  or  meanings  of  the  Greek  word 
from  which  we  receive  our  word  baptize.  The  Brethren 
Chui'ch  therefore  holds  that  baptism  is  immersion  in 
water  of  believers. 

When  we  look  further  into  this  question  we  find  that 
the  early  Christian  church  not  only  baptized  by  an  im- 
mersion but  by  a  TRINE  IMMERSION.  That  is,  the  be- 
liever being  baptized  was  plunged  three  times  into  the 
water.  This  was  always  done  with  the  language  of  the 
Great  Commission  of  Jesus  as  the  authority.  AND  THIS 
WAS  THE  ALL  BUT  UNIVERSAL  PRACTICE  OF  THE 
CHURCH  FOR  THE  FIRST  FOUR  CENTURIES.  Augus- 
tine who  wrote  about  354  A.  D.,  says,  "After  you  averred 
that  you  believed,  we  immersed  three  times  your  head's 
in  the  sacred  fount.  You  are  rightly  immersed  three 
times;  you  who  receive  baptism  in  the  name  of  the  Jesus 
Christ."  Tertullian  who  wrote  about  160  A.  D.,  says  that 
the  Lord  Himself  commanded  the  three-fold  immersion. 
All  history  .supports  what  these  two  say.  Wyy  did  the 
early  church  thus  immerse?  Because  Jesus  thus  com- 
manded. The  Commission  requires  it. 
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THE  RESURRECTION  AND  THE  LIFE 
(Continued  from  Page  0) 

tie  resurrection  at  the  last  day,  but  by  whom 
hall  he  rise  if  not  by  Me,  who  am  the  Author  of 
he  resurrection  and  the  Source  of  life.  And  is  it 
ot  as  easy  for  Me  to  raise  him  now  as  to  raise 
im  then?" — Clarke.  "Though  he  were  dead,  yet 
jhall  he  live,"  saith  Jesus. 

"Whether  he  were  dead  physically  or  spiritual- 
y,  if  he  liveth  and  believeth  in  me,  he  shall  never 
lie.  Though  it  will  not  save  him  from  physical 
leath,  it  will  save  him  from  the  more  important 
leath — spiritual  death.  Everyone  who  is  now 
lead,  dead  to  God,  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins,  if 
le  believe  in  Me,  trust  in  Me  as  his  soul  Saviour, 
le  shall  live;  shall  be  quickened  by  My  Spirit, 
md  live  a  life  of  faith,  working  in  love."  How 
wonderfully  easy  are  the  terms  of  our  blessed 
jospel — to  believe  in  Him  and  put  our  only  trust 
n  Him  as  our  one  and  only  Saviour,  and  live  for 
lim  daily;  eternally  we  shall  never  die.  Yes,  in 
his  life  the  fear  of  physical  death  wil  be  over- 
ome. 

How  we  thank  God  for  a  living  faith  and  for 
he  lives  of  those  who  are  living  for  Christ  and 
he  Church.  The  writer  of  this  article  had  a  very 
)ersonal  and  dear  friend,  a  Mennonite  Preacher, 
who  was  called  home  to  be  with  the  Lord  re- 
:ently.  He  was  not  an  old  man,  being  in  his  fif- 
ies.  Ten  years  ago  his  health  began  failing  him, 
luring  which  time  he  had  fifteen  operations,  the 
ast  just  a  few  weeks  ago.  On  one  evening  while 


in  the  hospital  he  told  hi.s  wife  and  family  that  he 
was  fine  and  would  be  home  in  a  few  days.  The 
next  day  he  became  worse  and  the  family  was 
called  to  the  hospital  at  once.  As  his  wife  stood 
by  his  bedside,  his  last  words  were,  "My  work  on 
earth  is  done,  I  am  going  home  to  be  with  my 
Lord;  don't  spend  any  money  for  flowers;  lell 
anyone  who  has  money  to  spend  for  flowers  to 
give  it  to  the  Mennonite  church ;  it's  only  Good- 
night here,  but  Good-morning  up  there."  And 
then  his  eyes  closed  in  death.  Thank  God  for  his 
life  and  testimony  for  good. 

We  used  to  sing  the  old  hymn : 

In  the  resurrection  morning  when  the  trump  of 
God  shall  sound. 

We  shall  rise.  Hallelujah,  we  shall  rise. 
When  our  fathers  and  our  mothers,  and  our  loved 
ones  we  shall  see, 

We  shall  rise.  Hallelujah,  we  shall  rise. 
In  the  resurrection  morning  what  a  meeting  that 
will  be, 

We  shall  rise.  Hallelujah,  we  shall  rise. 

Surely  no  one  would  want  to  miss  that  meeting. 

Let  us  make  sure  to  prepare  now for  surely 

no  one  would  want  to  be  disappointed. 

"I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life :  He  that 
believeth  in  me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall 
he  live.  And  whosoever  liveth  and  believeth  in 
me  shall  never  die.  Believest  thou  this?  I  am  He 
that  liveth,  and  was  dead,  and,  behold,  I  am  alive 
forevermore.  Because  I  live,  ye  shall  live  also." 

— Johnstown.  Penna. 
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KEPLINGER-THOMAS.  On  August  8,  1953,  Mr.  Robert 
[.eplmger,  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  was  united  in  marriage  with 
diss  Dolores  Thomas,  of  Johnsto\\ai,  Pa.  The  vows  were 
olemnized  in  the  Johnstown  Third  Brethren  Church,  the 
lome  church  of  the  bride.  The  undersigned  was  assisted 
n  the  beautiful  double-ring  ceremony  by  the  bride's  pas- 
or.  Rev.  E.  M.  Riddle. 

The  bride  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  J. 
rhomas,  Johnstown,  and  the  groom  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and 
drs.  E.  L.  Keplinger,  of  Dayton,  Ohio.  The  couple  will 
eside  at  616  Grant  St.,  in  Ashland,  Ohio,  the  coming 
'ear,  where  Mr.  Keplinger  will  complete  his  Seminary 
raining  for  the  ministry,  and  Mrs.  Keplinger  will  teach 
nusic  in  the  Northwestern  Schools,  Wooster  District. 

Vernon  D.  Grisso,  Tucson,  Arizona. 


PRAYER 

God  answers  prayers;  sometimes,    when    hearts 
are  weak. 

He  gives  the  very  gifts  belie vei-s  seek. 

But  often  faith  must  learn  a  deeper  rest. 

And  trust  God's  silence  when  He  does  not  spet^k ; 

For  He  whose  name  is  Love  N\'ill  send  the  best. 

Stars  may  burn  out.  nor  mountain  walls  endure. 

But  God  is  true.  His  promises  are  sure — 

For  those  who  seek.  — Author  Unknown. 
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BROADMAN  COMMENTS 

1954 

By    R.   Paul  Caudill 

A  lesson  commentary  organized  to  help  Bible  students  see  Bible 
study  in  its  larger  perspective.  Each  lesson  is  developed  according  to 
an  outline  .  .  .  significant  words  and  phrases  are  explained  .  .  .  The 
whole  Bible  passage  is  treated  under  a  unified  outline  .  .  .  the  signifi- 
cance of  .Bible  teaching  for  present-day  Christians  is  summarized. 
Price:  $2.25.  Include  10c  for  cost  of  mailing. 


POINTS 


POINTS    FOR    EMPHASIS 

1954 

By    Clifton    J.   Allen 

A  compact,  pocket-size  commentary  on  the  International  Sunday 
School  lessons  for  1954.  Each  Bible  lesson  has  an  introductory  para- 
graph ...  an  explanation  of  the  lesson  .  .  .  Truths  to  Live  By  ...  A 
Verse  to  Remember,  and  the  daily  Bible  readings.  Price:  75c.  Include 
10c  for  cost  of  mailing. 


CHRISTIAN   STATIONERY 
SCRIPTURE  TEXT  STATIONERY 

No.  C9I.  Rippletone  stock  is  different  and  attractive.  Three 
beautifully  styled  Scripture  verses,  printed  in  blue,  will  prove  a 
great  blessing  to  those  who  read.  48  single  sheets,  size  6  x  10  inches, 
with  supply  of  envelopes  to  match  make  this  box  tihe  best  value 
available  in  quality  Christian  stationery.  In  attractive  gift  box. 
PRICE  $1.25.  Include  10c  for  cost  of  mailing. 
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Be  Not  Afraid 


Have  you  come  to  the  Red  Sea  place  in  your  life, 

Where,  in  spite  of  all  you  can  do, 
There  is  no  way  out,  them  is  no  way  hack, 

There  is  no  other  way  hut  through^ 

Then  ivait  on  the  Lord,  with  a  trust  serene, 

Till  the  night  of  your  fear  is  gone; 
He  will  send  the  ivinds.  He  ivill  heap  the  floods, 

When  He  says  to  your  soul,  '"Go  on!" 

And  His  hand  sJiatl  lead  you  through,  clear  through. 

Ere    the   wcutery  walls  roll  down; 
No  wave  can  touch  you,  no  foe  can  smite, 

No  mightiest  sea  cafi  drown. 

The  tossing  hillows  may  rear  their  crests. 
Their  foam  at  your  feet  may  break. 

But  over  their  bed  you  shall  walk  dry-shod 
In  the  path  th<[t  your  Lord  shall  make. 


MANCHESTER    COU       ' 
rAORTH  WANCHESTER.  l^^ 
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COMING  EVENTS 


We  invite  all  Pastors,  church  leaders,  to  avail  them- 
selves of  this  column,  for  announcing  special  events  ir 
their  churches.  Be  sure  the  information  reaches  us  a( 
least  thi-ee  weeks  ahead  of  date  of  scheduled  event. 


BRYAN,  OHIO.  Holy  Communion  —  November  1st— 
Rev.  Alvin  H.  Grumbling,  Pastor. 

LANARK,  ILLINOIS.  Holy  Communion— November 
1st,  7:30  P.  M. — Rev.  H.  Francis  Berkshire,  Pastor. 

JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.,  SECOND  BRETHREN.  Canv 
bria  County  Brethren  Christian  Endeavor  Meeting — 
November  3rd— Walter  C.  Wertz,  President;  Rev.  .Brucc 
C.  Shanholtz,  Pastor. 

PLEASANT  HILL,  OHIO.  Bible  Conference— Novem- 
ber 8th  to  11th — Speaker,  Rev.  William  Hoke,  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Brethren  in  Christ  Missions  in  India,  a 
former  student  of  Ashland  College.  Holy  Communion — 
November  1st — Rev.  Floyd  Sibert,  Pastor. 

JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  THIRD  BRETHREN.  Revival! 
(Continued  on  Page  10) 


Items  of  general  Interest 


MALRKRTOWN,  VIRGINIA.  Brother  Ed  Miller  in- 
forms us  that  their  Holy  Communion  service  was  held 
Sunday  evening,  October  18th,  with  Brother  Freeman 
Anki-um,  Pastor  of  the  St.  James,  Maryland,  Brethren 
Church,  a.ssisting  in  the  service  due  to  the  illness  of  Sis- 
ter Miller. 

Brother  Miller  also  adds  that  this  was  the  closing  ser- 
vice of  29  years  in  this  field,  and  that  on  the  following 
day  he  commenced  his  thirtieth  year.  He  adds,  "God  has 
wonderfully  blessed  our  services  here  and  we  have  a  fine 
church  of  good  people.  Our  Sunday  School  runs  around 
and  above  the  1.50  mark  at  present.  That's  more  people 
than  live  in  our  city."  He  then  says,  "Try  that  in  Ash- 
land, ftc.,"  which  we  take  to  mean  all  the  other  places 
where  Brethrf.-n  hold  forth. 

HAGER.STOWN,  MARYLAND.  .Brother  James  E.  Aull 
was  guest  Convocation  speaker  at  the  Ashland  College 
Chapel  Service,  on  Wednesday,  October  21st. 

JONES  MILLS,  PENNA.  The  Sisterhood  conducted 
their  Public  Program  on  the  evening  of  October  18th, 
using  a  special  Sound  filmstrip  portraying  the  story  of  a 
girl  in  India,  who  is  left  orphan  by  a  plague  which  killed 
her  parents,  and  who  finds  her  way  to  a  Mission  hospital. 

The  Jones  Mills  Homecoming  and  Rally  Day  was  ob- 
sei-ved   October  25th.   Following  the  moining  services,   a 


basket  dinner  was  served.  At  the  aftei'noon  service, 
Brother  Horace  Huse,  of  the  Main  Street  Brethren 
Church,    Meyersdale,    Penna.,    was    the    guest    speaker. 

BERLIN,  PENNA.  The  Berlin  church  has  followed  a 
plan  used  by  some  of  our  other  churches  in  printing  a 
special  folder  for  the  Communion  service,  which  contains  ^ 
the  order  of  service,  hymns,  and  scriptures  to  be  used. 
Brother  LyIe  Lichtenberger,  in  reporting  on  their  Oc- 
tober 4th  Communion,  says  that  there  were  208  in  at- 
tendance. 

Brother  Lichtenberger  has  been  engaged  in  a  meeting 
in  the  Maurertown,  Virginia  Brethren  Church,  October 
19th  to  November  1st. 

MASONTOWN,  PENNA.  Miss  Miriam  M.  Bird,  Penna. 
District  W.  M.  S.  President,  of  Meyersdale,  Penna.,  was 
guest  speaker  in  the  Masontown  Church,  on  Sunday,  Oc- 
tober 11th,  it  being  the  occasion  of  the  Masontown  W.  M. 
S.  Public  Program. 

The  W,  M.  S.  is  sponsoring  a  program  of  collecting 
clothes  for  our  Kentucky  Mission,  and  white  rags  for  the 
Publishing  House. 

Brother  William  Keeling  informs  us  through  his  bul- 
letin that  Rev.  and  Mrs.  H.  E.  Richer  have  been  engaged 
to  hold  their  revival,  although  he  did  not  mention  the 
dates. 

The  Gray's  Chapel  Choir,  composed  of  young  people, 
gave  a  program  Sunday  evening,  October  18th,  in  the 
Masontown  church. 

(Continued  on  Page  11) 
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ALL  REGULAR  SUBSCRIBERS  of  The  Brethren 
Evangelist,  this  past  week,  received  a  copy  of  The 
Brethren  Annual.  This  Annual  replaced  the  regular  issue 
[of  The  Evanigelist  for  October  24th. 

..The  Annual,  representing  a  lot  of  hard  work  on  the 
part  of  everyone  involved  in  its  production,  constitutes 
a  year  book,  or  hand  book  of  information  for  The  Breth- 
ren Church. 

In  the  scriptures,  we  are  taught  to  "Let  all  things  be 
done  decently  and  in  order."  I  Cor.  14:40.  The  Annual  is 
an  effoit  in  that  direction.  As  you  go  through  the  An- 
nual, you  will  find,  first  of  all  the  Moderator's  address 
delivered  by  the  1952-53  Moderator  of  General  Confer- 
ence, Brother  Percy  C.  Miller.  It  serves  as  a  guide  and 
inspiration  for  our  thinking  and  planning  for  this  church 
year.  Read  it  and  study  it  from  time  to  time  throughout 
the  year. 

Following  the  address  by  the  Moderator,  you  will  find 
the  minutes  of  our  General  Conference  which  was  held 
at  Ashland,  Ohio,  in  August.  These  were  taken  down  and 
piepared  by  Brother  Clarence  Y.  Gilmer,  our  Conference 
Secretary.  In  these  minutes  you  will  find  a  record  of  the 
transactions  of  the  business  and  inspirational  services  of 
our  Conference. 

Do  not  fail  to  check  the  National  Statistician's  report 
prepared  by  Brother  William  S.  Crick,  which  comes  next. 
Herein  is  the  picture  of  growth,  or  lack  of  growth,  nu- 
merically and  financially  for  the  past  year,  and  compre- 
hensively covered  for  the  past  ten  years.  In  this  report 
there  is  much  food  for  thought,  reflection,  prayer  and  de- 
termination. Study  it  carefully. 

Next  in  order,  you  will  find  minutes  of  Conference  bus- 
iness sessions  as  experienced  by  our  various  auxiliar- 
ies, the  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  The  Sisterhood  of 
Mary  and  Martha,  The  Boys'  Brotherhood,  the  Laymen, 
the  Ministers,  the  Sunday  School  Association,  and  Breth- 
ren Youth. 

Next  in  line,  you  will  find  a  listing  of  the  various  Na- 
tional Treasurers  to  whom  you,  if  isolated  members  of 
the  Brethren  Church,  and  Church  treasurers  can  send 
your  denominational  offerings,  being  lifted  each  month 
of  the  winter.  As  so  often  happens,  money  for  the  College 
often  comes  to  the  Publishing  House,  or  to  the  Mission 
Board,  and  Mission  Board  money  often  goes  to  the  Col- 
lege, etc.  By  determining  to  which  board  or  organization 
you  want  your  money  to  go,  and  then  checking  this  list 


of  treasurers,  you  can  be  certain  of  getting  your  money 
to  the  right  place. 

Following  the  list  of  tieasurers,  comes  the  Financial 
Reports  from  the  various  denominational  Boards  and  Oi- 
ganizations.  It  will  pay  you  to  take  time  to  study  these 
reports,  as  they  reflect  the  giving  and  the  expenditure 
of  the  funds  of  the  Brethren. 

The  Organization  of  General  Conference  appears  next. 
The  Conference  officers  and  committees,  plus  the  organ- 
ization of  the  various  boards,  including  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Ashland  College. 

The  Organization  of  our  various  District  Conferences, 
with  their  officers  and  committees,  appears  next  in  the 
Annual. 

In  the  next  section  of  the  Annual  appears  the  list  of 
Brethren  Chui'ches,  by  Districts.  This  information  is  as 
accurate  as  the  keeping  of  records  can  make  it.  InfoiTna- 
tion  for  these  pages  is  secured  in  the  following  way. 
Each  local  church  pastor  or  secretary  fills  out  the  annual 
statistical  blank  around  March  or  April  (maybe  even 
May,  or  later.)  This  report  is  mailed  to  the  District  Stat- 
istician, who  in  turn  compiles  a  report  which  is  sent  to 
the  National  Statistician,  who  compiles  the  report  which 
is  sent  to  the  General  Conference  Secretary,  who  in  turn 
sends  it  to  the  Editor  of  Publications.  This  represents  a 
lot  of  work,  but  it  is  the  way  of  "decently  and  in  order." 

The  same  procedure  holds  for  the  securing  of  informa- 
tiontion  for  the  List  of  Ministers,  both  active  pastors,  and 
those  not  I'egularly  serving  churches,  as  well  as  the 
Names   and   Addresses    of  auxiliary  presidents. 

It  might  be  well  to  point  out  here,  that  any  corrections 
in  pastors,  addresses,  secretaries,  etc.,  are  possible  up  un- 
til press  time.  Even  though  these  records  ai-e  built  from 
the  local  church  up  through  the  district,  a  change  of  pas- 
tor, etc.,  can  be  noted  by  getting  the  word  to  the  Editor 
any  time  until  the  fonn  is  placed  on  the  press  for  print- 
ing. (In  fact,  the  new  address  of  one  i-etii-ed  minister  was 
received  in  our  office  on  Monday,  Oct.  19th.  when  part  of 
the  Annual  was  already  on  the  press.  :md  the  addre^^s  w-as 
changed;  had  it  been  received  Tuesday  morning,  it  could 
not  have  been  changed,  for  the  form  containing  his  listing 
was  then  on  the  press.) 

So,  we  have  endeavored  to  turn  out  a  year  book  w-hich 
will  be  of  value  to  the  Brethi-en.  Genei-al  Confei-ence. 
which   authorized   its   printing,   your  Confei-ence   officers, 

(Continued  on  Page  10 1 
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AITKOXIMATELY  ONE  MILE  NORTH  of  the  Flat 
Rock  Church,  and  a  short  distance  South  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Foi-estville.  Virginia,  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley 
is  an  intei-esting  house.  It  stands  on  the  East  side  of  the 
busily  traveled  highway,  some  two  hundred  yards  from 
the  ix)ad.  For  well  along  toward  two  centui-ies  this  house 
has  stood,  sen'ing  the  community.  !Many  have  entered  its 
doors.  Many  have  called  it  home.  As  far  as  is  known,  this 
house  was  built  by  Michael  Wine  in  the  year  1782,  soon 
after  his  coming  to  the  wooded  hills  of  Shenandoah 
County.  As  was  the  custom  of  those  days,  the  house  was 
erected  by  the  side  of  a  never-failing  spring.  Springs  in 
those  pioneer  days  motivated  the  choices  of  building  sites 
for  their  homes.  The  cool  water  over  which  was  usually 
ei-ected  the  cutomary  "Spring  House,"  furnished  all  the 
summer  refrigeration  that  they  knew^  Rare  and  outstand- 
ing was  the  home  in  those  days  that  had  the  luxuiy  of 
an  "Ice  House."  This  consisted  of  a  heavy  log  building 
into  which  the  ice  from  the  nearby  streams  or  ponds  was 
cut  in  the  winter  and  hauled  to  the  saw  dust  insulated 
building  for  summer  use.  The  ice  was  covered  with  saw 
dust.  Many  the  joys  of  the  barefooted  small  boy  when  on 
a  hot  summer  day  the  saw  dust  was  scooped  away  and 
he  cooled  his  feet  as  ice  was  being  secured  for  family 
use. 

The  picture  accompanying  this  article  was  taken  quite 
some  time  ago.  Nevertheless  theie  have  been  few  changes 
in  the  outside  appearance  of  the  building. 

The  Michael  Wine  home,  as  we  shall  call  it,  was  an 
eight-room  house,  practically  square.  Its  history  has  been 
interwoven  into  the  life  of  the  community.  The  house 
stands  today,  occupied,  and  is  in  good  condition.  The 
writer  quit*'  a  number  of  years  ago  was  a  guest  of  the 
owner  of  the  home,  a  relative  by  marriage.  When  we  ar- 
rived at  the  home  the  host  asked  us  to  go  to  the  inside 
of  thf  woodshed  hard  by  the  house  and  get  a  load  of 
wood.  There  would  be  a  handsome  remuneration  if  we  did 
so.  Knowing  the  host,  something  was  suspected.  When 
going  to  the  house  where  the  wood  was  stored,  as 
thought,  the  house  was  filled  to  capacity  and  there  was 
no  possibility  of  entering  the  wood  house  so  completely 
filled  by  the  industry  of  Benjamin  Garbei',  our  host  for 
the  day.  The  chuckle  he  enjoyed  was  well  worth  while  to 
both  of  us. 

Let  us  roll  back  the  years  and  take  a  look  at  Michael 
Wine,  this  man  who  made  .such  an  outstanding  place  foi- 
him.self  and  successive  generations  in  the  Tunker  Church. 
In  his  excellent  work,  "THE  WINE  FAMILY  IN  AMER- 
ICA," Jacob  David  Wine  of  Forestville,  Vii-ginia,  .states, 
"In  the  Bible  of  Michael  Wine  his  birth-date  is  given  as 


May  27,  1747.  Accordingly  he  would  be  only  three  month 
past  two  years  old  when  he  landed  in  America.  In  a  deei 
made  to  Joseph  Moore  in  1805  (then  at  age  58)  his  nami 
was  written  in  German  "Michael  Wein."  It  should  be  re 
membered  that  many  names  in  one  language  are  fre 
quently  difficult  to  pronounce  in  another  language  an( 
therefore  the  changing  of  the  spelling  from  one  Ian 
guage  to  another." 

The  Historian  or  Genealogist  knows  how  true  this  wai 
of  the  Germans  who  came  to  this  country.  In  the  Shen 
andoah  Valley  where,  "Pennsylvania  Dutch"  was  the  com 
mon  language,  the  changes  were  numerous.  For  instance 
the  name  of  Elder  Martin  Garber  appeared  in  the  follow 
ing  variety  of  spellings  on  a  deed  made  out  to  himself;; 
"Gerver,"  "Gerber,"  "Garver"  and  "Garber."  Other  names 
could  be  readily  mentioned,  but  the  above  should  suffice- 
The  customary  landing  place  for  the  German  families  waf 
Philadelphia,     Pennsylvania.      From      here     they     driftec 
south-west  into  Maryland  following  the  mountain  valleys.j 
Elder  John   Wine,  a  descendant  of  Michael   Wine,  stated 
that   there   was   a  family   tradition  that    the  reason    foi 
Michael    Wine,    Elders    Samuel   and    Martin    Garber    and 
Jacob  Miller  and  their  families  leaving  Maryland  in  1782j 
was  that  their  property  had  been  confiscated.  This  having 
been  done  by  the  Authorities  because  of  their  remaining 
true  to  the  non-resistant  principles  of  their  church  in  thej 
Revolutionary    War-,    then    raging.    The   Tunker.s    sufferedj 
many  hardships  because  of  those  principles.  To  stand  upj 
for   them   required   great   sacrifices.   To   leave   the  known 
for   the   unknown,   to   hew  out  for  themselves    homes    in 
the  virgin  wilderness,  where  hard  work  would  soon  neces- 
sitate a  burial  plot  on  some  hill  top  of  their  cleared  fields, 
was    well    known    and   no   doubt  given   serious   considera- 
tion. 

They  would  rather  be  right  with  God  and  the  teach- 
ings of  their  beloved  church,  manifesting  a  clear  con- 
science toward  Him  so  that  no  price  was  counted  too  high 
to  pay. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  when  the  eai'ly  settlers 
came  to  the  Valley  of  Virginia  they  were  practically  cut 
off  fr-om  the  rest  of  the  world.  The  "Knights  of  the  Gold- 
en Horse  Shoe,"  came  to  the  Mountain  top  and  looked 
into  the  Valleys  to  the  west  but  hesitated  to  brave  the 
dangers  of  the  unknown  wilderness.  Not  true,  the  pious 
Tunkers.  There  were  no  daily  papers,  in  fact  a  weekly 
was  a  jai'ity;  no  telephones,  no  telegraphs,  no  railroads 
and  for  many  years  no  stage  coaches.  Two  ways  of  travel 
were  theirs,  foot  and  horse  back,  for  the  roads  were  only 
trails.  No  wonder  the  occasional  traveler  or  hunter,  as 
they  came  by,  were  welcomed  with  such  wide  open  arms. 
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f  they  wore  headed  east  towacd  the  Hottlemonts,  they 
arried  letters  to  those  remaininp^  behind;  if  goiri):^  west 
:hey  brought  news.  The  settlers  in  the  Valley  had  littif; 
:;ommunication  with  the  rest  of  the  state  nor  with  Mary- 
land or  Pennsylvania  from  whence  they  had  come.  What 
»vent  on  in  other  sections  was   little  known   to  them. 

Historian  J.  D.  Wine  states,  "When  the  jifovernment  of 
Virginia  signed  a  treaty  with  the  Indians  that  they  would 
riot  cross  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains  to  make  settlements, 
it  practically  isolated  the  Valley  from  that  part  of  the 
Icolony  east  of  the  Blue  Ridge  for  a  numbei'  of  y<;ars.  Of 
course,  as  counties  were  organized  in  the  Valley  the 
bounty  courts  and  other  officers  had  to  coniniunicate  now 
and  then  with  Williamsburg." 

The  "Pennsylvania  Dutch,"  under  the  treaties  made  by 
William  Penn  were  not  opposed  by  the  Indians  when  they 
desired  to  come  down  through  the  Cumberland  Valley  in 
Maryland  into  the  Valley  of  Virginia.  The  Quakers  and 
Moravian  Missionaries  raised  money,  and  when  the  In- 
dian owners  could  be  learned  and  titles  cleared,  paid  them 
for  their  lands. 

The  Brethren  had  the  friendship  of  the  Indians  for 
some  twenty  years.  In  1754,  the  Indians  left  the  Shen- 
andoah Valley,  moving  westward  to  the  Ohio  Valley. 
Here,  stirred  up  by  the  French,  they  made  war  on  the 
English  settlements.  During  the  next  seven  years  or  more 
they  made  frequent  visits  to  the  heretofore  peaceful  val- 
ley perpetrating  numerous  massacres.  Many  families  fled 
eastward  across  the  Blue  Ridge  to  escape  the  bloody  war 
parties. 

It  requires  considerable  imagination  to  picture  the  wnld 
country  as  it  was  when  Michael  Wine  came  from  the 
Maryland  settlements  in  Frederick  County,  to  this  sec- 
tion of  Virginia.  As  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  there  was 
timber.  The  ridges  were  covered  with  it  as  well  as  the 
valleys.  As  to  fields,  they  were  few,  but  awaited  the  ax 
of  the  settlers.  Just  to  the  south  a  couple  or  more  miles 
was  a  long  and  high  ridge  known  by  the  early  settlers 
as  "Timber  Ridge,"  the  name  being  obvious.  Today,  some 


of  the  tnoHt  beautiful  mountain  viewB  in  thiu  Kection  of 
the  valley  r/iay  be  seen.  Long  aj<o  the  ridgf;  waH  clearwl 
of  its  virgin  timber.  Jiolh  .sidcH  are  dotted  by  farnri  lamiK, 
niirrierouH  home,,  and  thousands  of  Turkeys  and  broilers 
being  rais(-(l  for  thf;  market.  To  the  East  and  SoutheaKt 
may  be  seen  the  rnountains  back  of  New  Market,  with  the 
fJap  through  which  the  road  pa.sHes.  To  the  SouthweHt 
may  be  se-en  the  mountains  through  which  "Brock's  Gap" 
may  be  readily  viewed.  To  the  Northwest,  in  serrated 
ridges  extends  the  .Shenandoah  Mountain.  These  were  just 
as  beautiful  when  the  first  .settlers  came  but  presented 
more  of  a  challenge  than  a  view  to  be  leisurely  admired. 

Little  may  be  known  of  oui-  l^iorieer  ancestors  at  times 
apart  from  theii'  woik.  Written  records  were  few,  and 
many  times  what  th(;re  were,  were  lost.  Michael  Wine, 
as  far  as  the  wiiter  knows  was  a  Layman.  Yet  the  laity 
have  from  time  to  time  been  given  a  secondary  place, 
n;)t  realizing  that  their  labors  and  sacrifices  have  many  a 
time  made  possible  the  success  of  the  Clergy.  The  known 
things  this  man  did,  gives  us  an  insight  into  his  charac- 
ter. Again  we  turn  to  the  pages  of  "THE  WINE  FAM- 
ILY IN  AMERICA,"  by  our  good  friend,  J.  D.  Wine.  "On 
April  3,  1782,  Michael  Wine  purchased  of  John  Nice- 
wanger,  228  acres  of  land,  a  portion  of  a  428  acre  ti-act 
granted  to  Thomas  Holman  in  1750  by  the  Right  Honor- 
able Lord  Fairfax,  Baron  of  Cameron  in  that  part  of 
Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  Proprietor  of  the  Northern 
Neck  of  Virginia.  A  tax  of  a  shilling  was  paid  yearly  to 
Lord  Fairfax." 

In  as  much  as  the  house  is  outstanding  even  by  today's 
standards,  it  must  have  been  one  of  the  show  places 
when  it  was  built  in  1782.  Yet  it  was  not  built  alone  for 
Michael  Wine.  He  had  a  vision  of  its  being  used  for  his 
Brethren  and  so  it  was.  In  most  of  the  homes  hereabouts 
the  Brethren  conducted  or  held  their  religious  sei-vices. 
When  the  Wine  home  was  constructed  it  was  so  built 
that  the  entire  lower  story  with  the  exception  of  the 
kitchen  could  be  thrown  open  into  one  room.  Tnis  was 
done    by    hanging    the    partitions    to    the   joists   by   means 
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of  heavy  hiiiui's.  When  the  lower  eiiges  of  the  partitions 
were-  niisetl  they  were  hooked  up  to  the  other  joists  and 
therefore  a  itHim  of  sufficient  size  to  rare  for  tlio  wor- 
shippers. 

The  Michael  Wine  home  was  for  many  years  a  regular 
place  for  preaching  in  the  community.  Later  the  homo 
of  Martin  Garber  was  used  as  an  alternate.  Soon  after 
1802,  the  son  and  daughter,  John  imd  Barbara  Wine 
Mover  (Myei-s),  following  in  the  footsteps  of  their  father, 
had  constructed  homes  largo  enough  to  be  used  for  wor- 
shipping purposes.  As  the  monthly  service  was  rotated 
from  home  to  home  among  these  four  families  each  home 
was  used  every  sixteen  weeks.  Inasmuch  as  it  was  the 
custom  for  the  Host  to  feed  every  one  present,  not  ex- 
cluding their  horses,  sixteen  weeks  may  have  even  then 
entailed  somewhat  of  a  bui"den  upon  the  home  owner. 
Yet  there  comes  to  us  few  if  any  complaints.  This  was 
a  service  of  love  and  a  pleasure  that  was  gladly  ren- 
dered. Homes  were  used  until  1841  when  the  Flat  Rock 
church  was  built  just  a  short  distance  south  of  the 
Miihael  Wine  home. 

It  is  known  that  in  17i)4  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
German  Baptist  Brethren,  as  they  were  called  in  those 
days,  was  held  in  the  Wine  home.  For  the  location  and 
place  there  must  have  been  a  very  good  attendance,  for 
one  of  the  .Brethren  who  had  journeyed  from  the  settle- 
ment in  what  is  now  Hardy  County,  West  Virginia,  on 
the  South  Branch  of  the  Potomac,  stated  that  "there 
were  so  many  present  that  they  ought  to  have  preaching 
both  upstairs  and  down." 

While  there  have  been  differences  of  opinion  as  to  the 


date  of  this  meeting,  records  found  some  time  ago  indi 
cate  that  it  was  held  on  October  30,  1794.  While  no  writ 
ten  records  have  been  found  of  this  meeting  it  has  beer- 
substantiated.  It  is  known  that  another  Annual  Meeting 
was  held  some  six  years  later  in  the  Flat  Rock  section 
and  there  is  reason  to  think  that  it  was  also  held  in  th( 
above  mentioned  Michael  Wine  house. 

With  the  business  matters  attended  to  and  the  relig 
ious  services  held  in  the  upper  room,  the  lower  floor  wat 
available  for  the  preparation  of  food  and  the  serving  ol 
meals  for  the  people  in  attendance.  This  naturally  re 
quired  a  home  where  the  meeting  could  be  held  on  tht 
upper  floor.  This  home  of  Michael  Wine  appears  to  have 
been  much  more  suitable  for  the  general  Conference  thai 
any  other  home  in  this  neighborhood  in  which  local  sei- 
vices  were  held. 

The  monthly  meetings  of  the  congregation  were  helc: 
in  the  Wine  home  and  at  the  Elder  Martin  Garber  home 
on  alternate  months  until  about  the  year  1803.  By  thi.'- 
time  the  son  of  Michael,  John,  had  established  his  own 
home,  and  the  daughter  Barbara,  who  had  married  Sam- 
uel Moyer  (Myers),  had  also  established  her  home.  Thest 
two  children  schooled  in  the  faith  of  their  father  carried 
on  in  like  manner  in  the  supplying  of  needed  places  in 
which  to  worship. 

It  has  been  told  how  the  young  people  of  the  Flat  Rock 
neighborhood  thought  little  or  nothing  of  walking  down  to 
Timberville  along  with  their  middle  aged  relatives  for  ;i 

(Continued  on  Page  9) 


=5fl 


MRS.  ED  MILLER  SERIOUSLY  ILL 


From  Brother  Ed  Miller,  of  Maurertown,  Va.,  we 
have  received  the  sad  news  that  Mrs.  Miller  is  dan- 
gerously ill,  with  no  promise  of  moi'e  than  a  very 
few  months  of  life  at  the  most. 

We  quote,  in  part,  from  his  letter:  "Mrs.  Miller 
underwent  a  major  operation  on  the  8th  of  October, 
and  the  Doctors  told  me  the  entire  story  and  we 
know  it  cannot  be  long  at  the  most.  She  is  in  the 
Shenandoah  County  Memoiial  Hospital,  at  Wood- 
stock, Va.  For  many  months  she  has  been  in  ter- 
rible pain,  and  nothing  the  Doctors  could  do  seemed 
to  reach  it.  We  had  her  examined  by  the  very  best 
diagnosticians,  and  finally  in  early  August,  took  her 
to  Sibley  hospital  in  Washington,  where  she  had  one 
of  the  mo.st  thorough  examinations  possible,  a.s  oui 
local  Doctor  UAd  us.  Apart  from  a  nervous  colon 
they  seemed  to  find  nothing  out  of  order. 

"But  there  was.  It  was  deep  down  in  the  ab- 
dominal cavity  and  beyond  reach  of  their  instru- 
ments. An  exploratory  operation  did  reveal  the 
source  of  the  trouble,  only  too  late  to  be  of  much 
help  excepting  in  lelieving  some  of  the  pain,  and 
perhaps  avoiding  quick  death  and  in  most  tenible 
pain." 


.Brother  Miller  asks  a  very  deep  interest  in  the 
prayers  of  the  good  folks  of  the  Brotherhood,  and 
we  add  our  urgent  appeal  to  all  of  the  Brethren  to 
remember  Brother  and  Sister  Miller  in  prayer. 

The  many  Brethren  who  know  Sister  Miller  can 
testify  to  the  depth  of  her  Christian  faith,  and  of 
her  love  for,  and  of  her  faithfulness  to  the  Breth- 
ren Church  and  its  work. 

These  are  trying  days  for  the  Millers,  but  ones 
in  which  we  are  certain  that  faith  will  be  increased 
and  strength  supplied. 

Brother  Miller  adds  these  words  to  his  letter, 
"iWe  pray  that  the  dear  Lord  of  us  all  will  ease  up 
her  sufferings  these  days  still  promised  her  on  this 
His  footstool." 

"Brother  Ed,"  As  this  issue  of  the  Evangelist 
finds  its  way  into  the  homes  of  the  Brethren  every- 
where, may  you  and  Sister  Miller  feel  the  power  of 
united  prayers  of  the  .Brethren,  as  you  find  anew 
that  secret  strength  in  the  "peace  that  passeth  un- 
derstanding," and  in  a  new  commitment  to  Him  in 
"Not  my  will  but  Thine  be  done."— W.  S.  B.  Editor. 
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Missionary    Department 


FROM  JANET  KING  AT  JOS 

(Excerpts  from  Janet's  letter  to  her  siHter,  Jane  IJyler) 

.  .  .  Bea  and  Bob  should  be  landing  in,  about  a  week. 
It'll  be  so  good  to  have  them  here.  (Bob  and  Bea  will 
spend  part  of  their  vacation  at  Jos  with  Janet.)  I'll  be 
busy  but  will  try  and  have  as  much  time  as  possible  with 
them. 

I  went  to  the  post  office  to  tell  them  to  hold  ,Bob  and 
Bea's  mail  here  in  Jos  instead  of  sending  it  to  Gaikida 
and  the  postmaster  gave  me  the  large  Gaikida  mail  bag 
and  told  me  to  take  out  whatever  I  wanted.  Imagine!  I 
dumped  it  all  on  the  floor,  went  through  it  and  found  a 
few  things  for  them.  From  now  on  they  will  put  their 
mail  in  our  box.  We  have  a  nice  new  post  office  here — 
really  big. 

Next  Thursday  we  are  having  a  school  exhibit  tea  and 
musical  program  at  Hillcrest;  so  we're  busy  getting 
ready.  Then  we  have  a  two-day  mid-term  holiday — no 
school  Friday  or  Monday.  Mr  Wine  is  taking  the  boys  on 
a  camping  trip  for  a  couple  nights.  Jean  may  bring  the 
big  girls  here  to  the  vacation  compound  for  a  little  out- 
ing and  Jeannette  and  I  will  help  out  at  Hillcrest  with 
the  rest  of  the  children  part  of  the  long  week  end. 

Last  night  I  was  invited  into  the  home  of  one  of  my 
pupils  to  dinner  at  7:45:  We  ate  at  10:00  P.  M.  (sounds 
like  Argentina,  yes,  Jane?  There  are  so  many  things  that 
are  the  same.)  Mr,  Lott  is  head  manager  of  the  big 
United  Africa  Company  (they  have  a  store,  a  garage, 
hardware,  etc.)  They  also  had  invited  the  local  authority 
and  his  wife  and  the  medical  officer  and  his  wife.  They 
visited  and  had  their  drinks  and  smoked  (I  had  ginger 
ale,  of  course)  until  10:00  and  then  we  had  a  three-course 
dinner  with  three  knives  and  about  four  spoons.  I  felt 
rather  out  of  place,  you  can  imagine,  but  it  is  enlighten- 
ing to  be  in  such  homes — it  was  a  lovely  big  home.  Their 
children  come  to  our  Sunday  school  and  she  said  she  used 
to  teach  in  the  Baptist  Sunday  school,  but  they  don't 
seem  too  interested  in  Christian  things  now. 

Oh,  yes,  for  our  picnic  we  drove  the  old  Ford  Utilican 
to  the  reservoir — about  six  miles  from  here.  We  have  to 
pay  six  pence  a  mile  when  we  use  the  "motor"  for  ouv 
personal  use;  so  we  try  to  watch  the  miles.  That's  about 
seven  cents  in  your  money.  With  our  salaries  here,  that 
really  is  expensive.  We  had  quite  a  tasty  meal.  After  eat- 
ing we  rested  in  the  shade  a  while,  because  it  was  quite 
warm;  then  we  hiked  a  while  over  the  rocks.  Helen  in- 
vited us  for  tea  then  to  her  house. 

This  evening  all  the  children  at  Hillcrest  came  in  for 
church  at  S.  I.  M.  so  I  had  to  make  several  trips  in  the 
motor  to  help  get  them  all  in  and  all  back.  No  one  is  sick 
now — thank  goodness  .  .  . 


HOME  MISSION   EMPHASIS 

Is  your  church  emphasizing  Home  MiH-sions  at  thiH 
time,  in  the  worship  sei-vice?  Sunday  school?  or  midweek 
service?  This  is  a  good  season  to  begin  emphasizing  thi.s 
phase  of  missions.  It  is  a  good  time  to  check  on  what 
your  church  has  done  in  the  past  and  what  it  is  doing 
now  in  Home  Mission  work.  Have  the  spiritual  needs  of 
the  people  in  your  community  been  met  becau.se  your 
church  has  reached  out  to  them?  Has  your  church  gone 
Into  sui rounding  unchurched  communities  to  teach  and  to 
preach  the  Gospel?  To  establish  the  church?  Seize  your 
home  mission  opportunities;  begin  now. 


YOUNG  MISSIONARY  ENTHUSIASTS 

Just  this  past  week  a  check  for  $16.00  came  to  our  office 
from  a  Sunday  school  class  in  the  County  Line  Brethren 
("hurch.  It  is  their  pail  in  helping  to  preach  the  Gospel 
in  Argentina. 

This  is  not  the  extent  of  the  missionary  vision  of  these 
ambitious  young  people;  they  have  given  to  other  needs, 
as  follows:  an  offering  for  the  work  in  the  Philippines; 
song  books  for  an  orphanage;  Bibles  to  be  sent  to  Japan 
and  Korea;  Bibles  for  missionary  work  in  South  Carolina. 
Now  they  are  planning  to  help  in  some  way  with  the 
work  at  Lost  Creek,  Kentucky. 

Such  a  tine  missionary  zeal  might  serve  as  an  example 
to  other  young  people's  classes — yes,  and  even  adult 
groups.  The  members  of  the  class  are  between  the  ages 
of  ten  and  fourteen.  They  have  doubtless  been  encouraged 
and  inspired  by  their  consecrated  teacher.  Mrs.  Phoebe  M. 
Troyer.  Congratulations,  young  people  I  May  others  fol- 
low your  pattern  of  missionary  zeal. 


JUST  A   REMINDER 

We  have  Home  Mission  coin  holders  available  for  Sun- 
day Schools,  children's  groups,  organizations  and  individ- 
uals. You  may  have  them  free  of  charge  simply  by  writ- 
ing to  the  ^Missionary  Boaixi  office,  524  College  Avenue. 
Ashland,  Ohio.  Use  this  method  to  encourage  a  lai-ger 
participation  in  Home  Mission  giving  at  Thanksgiving 
time.  ♦ 

Tlie  following  Home  Mission  playlets  are  available  to 
those  who  write  in : 

"The  Why  of  Home  Missions,"  by  Mi-s.  W.  S.  Benshoff. 

"Whom  Shall  1  Send?"  by  Rua  Ronk. 

These  playlets  are  suitable  for  the  opening  sei-vioe  in 
the  Sunday  school  or  as  a  featui-e  in  the  Sunday  evening 
service. 
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Young  Men  and  Boys' 
Brotherhood  Program 

Percy  C  Miller 
Program   for  month  of  November 

ropic — "The    Sacrifices    of     PhanksKivin};" 
Scripture  Heading — Psalm  103 

The  sacrifices  offei-ed  under  the  Jewish  ceremonial  law 
may  be  reduced  to  two  kinds,  those  offered  before  recon- 
ciliation and  in  order  to  obtain  it,  and  those  offored  aftei' 
reconciliation  to  express  the  recipient's  sense  of  indebted- 
ness to  God  for  his  overflowing  mercies.  In  the  sacri- 
fices of  i-econciliation  something  was  sought  from  God; 
in  the  sacrifices  of  thanksgiving  something  was  given  to 
God.  The  sacrifices  of  thanksgiving  constituted  the  only 
return  that  anyone  could  make  for  all  the  benefits  which 
a  mei-ciful  God  had  conferred  upon  him. 

Gratitude  to  a  benefactor  is  not  optional  but  obliga- 
tory. It  is  a  debt  which  ought  to  be  freely  and  joyously 
paid.  We  brand  as  an  ingrate  any  one  who  defaults  in 
meeting  this  most  sacred  of  all  obligations.  The  note  of 
thanksgiving  and  praise  is  one  which  pervades  the  Jewish 
scriptures,  especially  the  psalms,  of  which  the  following 
text  does  refer,  "And  let  them  offer  the  sacrifice  of 
thanksgiving,  and  declare  his  works  with  singing"  (Psalm 
107:22).  In  these  words,  thanksgiving  itself  is  repre- 
sented as  a  sacrifice,  an  offering  laid  upon  love's  altar, 
of  a  sweet-smelling  odor  and  pleasing  unto  God. 

The  spirit  of  thanksgiving  is  one  which  ought  to  be 
carefully  cultivated.  We  should  meditate  upon  the  bound- 
less and  unmerited  goodness  of  God  until  we  are  ready 
to  say,  in  the  words  of  the  Scotch  paraphrase, 

When  all  thy  mercies,  oh  my  God, 

My  rising  soul  surveys. 
Transported  with  the  view,  I'm  lost 

In  wonder,  love  and  praise. 

Through  all  eternity,  to  Thee 

A  joyful  song  I  raise, 
But  oh,  eternity's  too  short 

To  utter  all  Thy  praise. 

One  way  in  which  to  cultivate  the  spirit  of  thanksgiv- 
ing is  to  keep  up  the  habit  of  saying  grace  before  meals, 
and  for  the  carrying  of  that  out,  we  would  suggest  the 
use  of  the  following,  or  one  similar  to  it: 

We  thank  thee.  Lord,  foi'  this  our  food, 

.And  eveiy  gift  of  earthly  good, 

Let  manna  to  our  souls  be  given, 

The  biead  of  God  send  down  fiom  heaven. 


Special  occasions  of  thanksgiving  have  been  celebrated 
in  all  religions,  the  most  prominent  of  which  has  been  the 
festival  of  harvest.  This  was  a  notable  event  among  the 
Jewish  people.  Simple  at  fiist,  it  became  moie  and  more 
elaborate.  It  began  with  the  feast  of  first  fruits  and  ended 
with  the  feast  of  ingathering.  The  feast  of  harvest  was 
the  most  joyous  of  all  the  Jewish  festivals  and  was  con- 
nected with  the  feast  of  tabernacles  which  lasted  seven 
days,  during  which  time  the  people  gave  themselves  up 
to  holy  mirth,  in  accordance  with  the  divine  command, 
"Go  your  way,  eat  the  fat,  and  drink  the  sweet,  and  send 
portions  unto  him  for  whom  nothing  is  prepared;  for  this 
day  is  holy  unto  the  Lord:  neither  be  ye  grieved;  for  the 
joy  of  Jehovah  is  your  strength"  (Neh.  8:10).  In  these 
words  we  have  an  intimation  of  what  is  meant  by  sacri 
fices  of  thanksgiving.  They  are  sacrifices  in  which  the 
gifts  of  a  kind  and  bountiful  Providence  are  shared  with 
others. 

For  an  individual  or  nation  to  give  formal  thanks  to 
God  for  the  gifts  of  his  goodness,  then  to  sit  down  to 
their  selfish  enjoyment  regardless  of  the  cry  of  the  i 
needy,  is  a  poor  way  of  expressing  gratitude  to  Him  to 
whom  all  His  children  are  equally  dear.  The  writer  of  the 
epistle  to  the  Hebrews  admonishes  us  "to  do  good  and  to 
communicate  forget  not:  for  with  such  sacrifices  God  is 
well  pleased"  (13:16)  and  in  such  sacrifices  alone  can 
man  find  any  measure  of  satisfaction.  Individuals  and 
nations  who  have  shared  well  have  special  responsibilities. 
The  blessings  of  God,  which  He  has  bestowed  upon  them, 
are  to  be  passed  on  to  all  whom  they  can  reach  with  their 
help.  A  thankful  heart  that  tastes  God's  gifts  with  joy 
is  a  good  thing  to  have,  but  better  still  is  a  thankful 
heart  that  shares  God's  gifts  in  love.  To  possess  the  abil- 
ity, the  opportunity,  and  the  heart  to  help  is  something 
for  which  to  be  profoundly  thankful.  Yet  how  slow  we  all 
are  to  believe  the  words  of  the  Master,  that  "it  is  more 
blessed  to  give  than  to  receive,"  and  that  the  way  in 
which  to  sweeten  our  bread  is  to  share  it  with  the  needy. 


How  About 
Your  Offerings?? 


THE  EDUCATIONAL  DAY  OFFERING 

Give  through  your  local  church,  or  if  this  is  not  pos- 
sible, note  the  following  information.  Church  Treasurers, 
also  please  note: 

Make  checks  to  Ashland  College,  and  send  to  Ashland 
(College,  Ashland,  Ohio,  and  mark  on  Einvelope  "Educa- 
tional  Day  Offering." 


OCTOBER  Is  The  MONTH  For  GIVING  Our  GIFTS 
For  ASHLAND  COLLEGE  and  SEMINARY 
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AN  OUTSTANDING  LAYMAN 

(Continued  from  page  (i) 

preaching  service  and  tlien  back  home  for  dinticr,  a  dis- 
tance of  some  ten  or  twelve  miles. 

These  were  people  of  stout  hearts  who  chopped  down 
the  virgin  timber  and  burned  the  logs  following  the  "log- 
rolling,'* to  make  way  for  their  fields  and  gardens.  These 
they  depended  upon  for  their  livelihood.  A  crop  failure 
was  a  serious  matter.  They  made  most  of  their  household 
furniture  and  many  of  their  kitchen  utensils.  Neaily 
every  farm  had  a  blacksmith  shop  in  which  many  of 
their  rude  farming  implements  were  made.  Flax  and 
hemp  were  raised  and  spun  into  cloth  by  the  busy  house- 
wife and  daughters.  Wool  from  their  sheep  was  likewise 
processed. 

Let  us  listen  to  the  vivid  description  of  the  stamina 
of  these  people  as  recorded  by  Historian  J.  D.  Wine:  "In 
those  days  it  took  men  and  women  of  stout  hearts,  fixed 
purpose,  and  strong,  skillful  hands  to  meet  and  oveicome 
the  many  obstacles  with  which  they  had  to  contend.  The 
little  communication  they  had  with  the  older  communi- 
ties from  which  they  had  come  required  time  and  toil. 
The  story  is  told  of  Barbara  Garber,  the  mother  of  Elders 
Samuel  and  Martin  Garber  that  upon  several  different  oc- 
casions she  walked  back  to  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania 
on  a  visit.  The  round-trip  was  nearly  400  miles.  This  was 
no  solitary  instance.  In  1800,  the  Rev.  John  Brown  walked 
from  Pennsylvania  to  Rockingham  County,  Virginia.  In 
1802  Ambrose  Henkel  walked  from  the  Forest  to  Hagers- 
town,  Maryland,  to  leai'n  the  Printing  business  with  John 


(jruhfr,  tlir-  (amou.s  Almanac-maker.  Other  Kimilar  in- 
•stances  could  be  found."  It  may  bf;  naid  in  thin  connection 
that  Ambro.se  Henkel  returned  to  New  Market,  Virjfinia 
and  establishefl  The  Henkel  PreSH,  This  finn,  though  no 
longer  under  the  control  of  any  of  the  Henkle  descend- 
ants is  still  in  operation.  iie.Hide  the  regular  job  printing, 
a  weekly  THK  SHENANDOAH  VALLEY,  in  JHHued  which 
is  widely  read.  Likewi.se  the  Gruber  almanac  is  still 
printed  and  widely  circulated  from  Hageistown  though 
not  by  the  Gruber  de.scendants.  It  is  to  the  people  of  this 
section  of  the  country  as  was  the  almanac  published  in 
Colonial  days  by  Christopher  Saur  in  Germantown,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Michael  Wine  made  his  will  on  June  11,  1821.  In  the 
year  1822  he  was  visiting  with  his  daughter  Elizabeth 
Wine  Arnold,  wife  of  Elder  Daniel  Amold,  in  what  is  now 
Mineral  County,  West  Virginia,  when  he  took  sick  and 
died.  He  was  buried  in  the  Beaver  Run  Cemetery  near 
his  daughter's  home.  His  will  was  admitted  to  probate 
at  the  court  held  in  Woodstock  on  February  10,  1823 
with  his  sons  John  and  Michael   qualifying  as  executors. 

The  Michael  Wine  family  has  a  record  of  which  to  be 
pioud.  Among  the  descendants  are  outstanding  famiers, 
educators,  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  business  and  profes- 
sional men  and  women. 

Among  his  descendants  are  listed  more  than  130  Min- 
isters of  the  Gospel  plus  other  devoted  church  worker.^; 
among  the  laity.  Moi'e  than  110  of  the  above  mentioned 
ministers  have  belonged  to  the  Brethren,  as  we  shall  call 
the  various  groups  of  common  origin.  In  as  much  as  the 
tree  may  be  judged  by  the  fruit  it  bears,  and  as  we  often 
speak  of  the  "Family  Tree,"  why  not  judge  it  likewise 
by  the  fruit  it  bears  ? 

Surely  an  insight  into  the  character  of  this  man  who 
left  so  few  written  records  can  be  had  by  knowing  and 
understanding  the  ones  who  carry  in  their  veins.  |-.i> 
blood. 

Freeman  Ankrum,  St.  James,  Maryland. 


LANARK  BRETHREN 
CHURCH  ERECTS 
HIGHWAY  SIGNS 


The  Lanark  Laymen  recently  posted  two  highway  signs 
welcoming  folks  to  the  services  at  the  First  Brethren 
Church.  They  will  soon  complete  two  more  to  be  put  up. 
The  Lanark  church  will  then  be  advertised  on  all  main 
highways  coming  into  town. 

The  accompanying  picture  shows  a  perfect  likeness  of 
the  church  at  the  top  of  the  sign,  as  drawn  by  one  of  the 
men.  The  colors  ai-e  green  and  white,  and  the  lettering  is 
done  with  luminous  paint  making  the  signs  equally  at- 
tractive, day  or  night. 

— Mrs.   Willard  Rahn.  Ch.   Cor.,  Lanark,  Illinois. 
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the  various  boai-ds  and  District  organizations,  and  the 
Publishing  Company  have  sent  it  to  you  with  that  thought 
in  mind. 

Thei-e  will  probably  bo  questions  arise.  One  of  them, 
which  may  or  may  not  have  a  satisfactory  answer  is  why,  if 
we  have  such  a  large  listing  of  ministers  not  regularly 
serving  churches,  tliat  we  cannot  have  our  vacant  pulpits 
tilled.  While  the  list  of  ministers  serving  pastorates  shows 
a  fair  increase  over  last  year,  there  yet  remains  a  num- 
ber of  Bi-ethi-en  churches  which  do  not  have  pastors.  The 
question  rises  as  to  why  those  in  the  list  of  ministers  not 
regularly  serving  churches  do  not  step  in  and  fill  these 
empty  pulpits. 

A  break  down  of  this  list  will  give  a  partial  answer. 
Some  of  these  men  are  actively  engaged  in  full  time  de- 
nominational work  essential  to  the  efficient  operation  of 
the  denomination,  in  the  College,  Missions,  and  Publica- 
tions, etc.  Some  are  elderly  and  retired,  having  served 
the  chui-ch,  now  being  physically  unable  to  carry  the  load 
of  a  pastorate.  Others  are  unable  to  accept  a  pastorate 
because  of  poor  health.  Others  have  gone  into  other  fields 
of  earning  a  livelihood  but  still  retain  their  membership 
in  the  church,  likewise  their  ministerial  status.  This  is, 
in  part,  the  answer. 

Another  question  arising  is  why  we,  as  a  Denomina- 
tion, have  not  been  able  to  show  a  greater  numerical 
growth  in  the  past  ten  years.  The  answer  can  be  found  in 
the  lack  of  gain,  losses,  and  loll  revisions  taking  place 
in  each  local  church.  We  join  with  the  National  Statisti- 
cian, though,  in  the  optimism  expressed  for  the  future, 
numerically,  spiritually  and  financially.  The  Brethren 
Church  is  on  its  feet  and  ready  to  go.  The  Lord  has  a 
work  for  us  to  do.  Let  us  do  it,  "decently  and  in  order." 

So,  Brethren,  approximately  six  months  yet  remain 
ere  your  local  secretaries  will  begin  to  make  out  reports 
and  fill  in  blanks  which  will  be  shown  in  the  1954  Annual. 
This  period  of  time  will  include  the  best  months  of  pos- 
sible growth  and  soul  winning  for  our  church.  It  will  in- 
clude your  revival  meeting,  and  the  Easter  season.  Let 
us  be  up  and  doing  for  the  Lord.  This  next  nine  months, 
until  July  1st  will  include  the  financial  seasons  of  our  va- 
rious denominational  boards  and  organizations,  before 
their  reports  are  made  out  for  inclusion  in  next  year's 
Annual.  We  can  help  make  their  reports  the  best  ever 
by  our  giving  from  time  to  time  this  yeai-. 

Yes,  the  Annual  is  bigger  this  year,  by  eight  pages. 
This  reflects  giowth  as  a  denomination.  With  the  blessing 
of  the  Lord,  we  are  expanding  and  growing  in  every  field 
and  phase  of  chun  h  life.  We  know  it  is  a  little  early  at 
this  writing,  to  be  already  thinking  of  next  yeai's  Breth- 
ren Annual,  but  we  are  making  a  prayer  that  every 
Brethren  will  so  work  and  pray  that  this  Annual  year, 
will  be  the  best  and  largest  ever.  Won't  you  join  us  in 
this  prayer?  Won't  you  help  us  realize  the  desire  of  our 
prayer?— W.  S.  B. 


COMING  EVENTS 
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Meeting — November   9th  to    22nd — Rev.    John  F.    Locke, 
Evangelist,  Rev.  E.  M.  Riddle,  Pastor. 

LOUISVILLE,  OHIO.  Northeastern  Ohio  Brethren 
Youth  Rally — November  15th — afternoon.  Larry  Sheets, 
N.  0.  B.  Y.  President,  Rev.  L.  V.  King,  Pastor, 

CARLETON,  NEBRASKA.  Homecoming,  and  Lord's 
Acre  Ingathering  — November  15th — Speaker  Rev.  W. 
Clayton  Berkshire,  General  Secretary  of  the  Missionary 
Board  of  the  Brethren  Church.  Rev.  Thomas  Shannon, 
Pastor. 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  November  Family  Fel- 
lowship Night — November  16th — Rev.  H.  H.  Rowsey, 
Pastor. 

BRIGHTON,  INDIANA.  Revival  Services— October  26th 
to  November  8th — Conducted  by  the  Pastor,  Rev.  Smith 
P.  Rose. 

PERU,  INDIANA.  Revival  Meeting— October  26th  to 
November  8th — The  L.  O.  McCartneysmiths,  Evangelists. 
Special  children's  services  and  music.  Homecoming — No- 
vember 1st. — Rev.  Milton  Bowman,  Pastor. 

COUNTY  LINE  (Lapaz),  INDIANA.  Revival  Services 
— November  2iid  to  15tli — Rev.  R.  K.  Higgins,  Evange- 
list; Herbert  R.  Gilmer,  Pastor. 

ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  Revival  Meeting— October 
26th  to  November  8th — Rev.  Percy  C.  Miller,  Evangelist; 
Rev.  Freeman  Ankrum,  Pastor. 

MULVANE,  KANSAS.  Evangelistic  Meetings— Novem- 
ber 1st  to  15th — Rev.  C.  C.  Grisso,  Evangelist,  Rev.  J.  F, 
Burton,  Pastor. 

WEST  ALEXANDRIA,  OHIO.  Revival  Meeting— Be- 
gins November  2nd — Rev.  John  T.  Byler,  Evangelist; 
Rev.  H.  R.  Garland,  Pastor. 

FLORA,  INDIANA.  Evangelistic  Meeting— November 
8th  to  22nd— Conducted  by  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Harry  E. 
Richer,  of  Peru,  Indiana.  Rev.  C.  A.  Stewart,  Pastor. 


WITH  THE  LAYMEN 


SOUTHERN    INDIANA    LAYMEN   TAKE   NOTE 

The  Southern  Indiana  District  Laymen  will  hold  their 
regular  quarterly  meeting  at  the  Mexico  Brethren;  Church, 
on  Monday  evening,  November  16th.  Election  of  officers 
for  the  coming  year  at  this  meeting.  A  good  attendance 
is  therefore  urged. 

Supper  will  be  served  from  6:00  to  7:30,  and  program 
will  follow. 

Guy  V.  Purdy,  Sec. 
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JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  THIRD  ,BRl<7rHRKN.  Miss 
Elsie  Kels,  on  Thursday  evening-,  October  22nd,  reviewed 
tiie  W.  M.  S.  Mission  Study  Book,  "Within  These  Bor- 
ders." The  event,  taking  place  in  the  Third  Church,  in- 
cluded the  Missionary  Societies  from  the  First,  Second,  and 
Third  Brethren  Chuiches  and  the  Conemaugh  Society. 

Brother  E.  M.  Riddle  reports  the  baptism  of  three  mar- 
ried ladies  on  October  17th,  and  their  reception  into  the; 
church  on  Sunday  morning,  October  18th. 

ASHLAND,   OHIO,  PARK  STREET   BRETHREN.     In 

the  absence  of  the  Pastor,  who  is  conducting  Revival  Ser- 
vices in  the  Vinco  (Penna.)  Brethren  Church,  October 
18th  to  November  1st,  special  programs  were  given  in  the 
Park  Street  Church.  The  morning  of  October  25th,  W.  M. 
S.  Group  1  conducted  their  Public  Program,  with  Mrs. 
L.  E.  Lindower  as  the  speaker.  The  evening  program  was 
conducted  by  the  Intermediate  Christian  Endeavor  So- 
ciety. For  November  1st,  the  .Bylers  were  scheduled  to 
care  for  both  morning  and  evening  services.  The  Editor 
of  Publications  conducted  the  two  Wednesday  evening 
prayer  services. 

GLENFORD,  OHIO.  Brother  Henry  Bates  reports  the 
largest  Communion  attendance  in  recent  years  at  their 
service  Sunday  evening,  October  18th. 

One  new  adult  member  was  received  by  first  time  con- 
fession prior  to  their  Communion  service. 

The  Glenford  W.  M.  S.  recently  knotted  a  comforter  for 
Miss  Margaret  Lowery,  at  Krypton,  Kentucky,  and  ex- 
pected to  finish  one  for  the  Glenn  Shanks,  also  of  Kryp- 
ton, soon. 

The  interior  of  the  Glenford  chuich  has  been  complete- 
ly redecorated. 

LATTASBURG,    OHIO.    FAIR    HAVEN    BRETHREN. 

Fall  Communion  was  observed  the  evening  of  October 
11th,  with  most  of  their  active  members  in  attendance, 
according  to  their  pastor,  Brother  Phil  Lersch. 

The  newly  adopted  Constitution  of  the  Fair  Haven 
Church  was  distributed  after  having  been  mimeographed 
and  placed  under  an  attractive  cover. 

The  October  25th  services  were  held  in  the  Chester 
School  Auditorium,  in  cooperation  with  the  Annual  Ches- 
ter Township  Sunday  School  Convention.  The  chief  pro- 
ject of  this  organization,  according  to  Brother  Lersch,  is 
to  sponsor  the  area  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School  each 
spring. 

Brother  Lersch  gives  the  following  comments  relative 
to  their  Brethren  Youth,  "The  Brethren  Youth  Crusaders 
have  been  meeting  regularly  every  other  Sunday  evening 
since  their  start  in  mid-summer.  Some  of  their  varied 
programs  have  included  a  camp-fire,  hamburger  fry, 
singspiration,  a  discussion,  and  a  study  of  better  public 
reading  of  the  scriptures." 

DAYTON,  OHIO.  The  W.  M.  S.  Public  Service  was 
scheduled  for   Sunday   morning,   November   1st. 

Brother  Percy  C.   Miller  reports  an   attendance  of   li>(! 


at  their  recent  Communion  Hci-vice,  and  addK  thig  com- 
ment, "We  definitely  feel  that  there  Ik  an  increawf  in  in- 
terest in  the  work  of  the  church." 

GRATLS,  OJUO.  Annual  Homecoming  wa«  on  OcUAter 
25th,  with   Brother  John   Hyler,   Fa«t^>r  of  thf;  New  I>;b- 

anon  church,  as  gucHt  speaker. 

Brother  William  S.  Crick  ha.s  announced  another  Sun- 
day School  Family  Night  for  November  7th. 

BRYAN,  OHIO.  Brother  Aivin  H.  Grumbling  lepoiU 
a  Sunday  School  attendance  of  245,  and  a  church  atten- 
dance  of   2(53   at   thei)-   Homecoming   services  on   Octol>fcr 

nth. 

NAPPANEE,  INDIANA.  Brother  Virgil  E.  Meyer  re- 
poits  that  the  attendance  at  their  Thursday  evening  Mid- 
week service  has  been  increasing. 

PERU,  INDIANA.  A  "Church  Birthday  Party"  wa.s 
held  Friday  evening,  October  23rd. 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  Dr.  Glenn  L.  Clayton,  President 
of  Ashland  College,  was  guest  speaker  in  the  Elkhart 
church  on  Sunday,  October  11th,  at  the  morning  service. 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  The  Northem  Indiana  District 
W.  M.  S.  Rally  was  held  in  this  church  on  October  8th. 
The  Goshen  ladies  were  in  charge  of  the  program.  Mrs. 
Lloyd  Studebaker  and  Mrs.  Jane  Byler  presented  the  mis- 
sionary messages  of  the  day. 

LOREE,  INDIANA.  Homecoming  was  obsei-ved  on  Oc- 
tober 1.1th,  at  which  time,  new  pulpit  furniture  presented 
by  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  was  presented.  The 
afternoon  sermon  was  given  by  Brother  C.  A.  Stewart, 
Pastor  at  Flora,  Indiana.  Brother  and  Sister  Claud  Stude- 
baker conducted  "open  house"  at  the  parsonage  follow- 
ing the  program. 

LANARK,  ILLINOIS.  Rally  Day  and  Homecoming  were 

observed  on  October  25th.  The  Business  Meeting  was  held 
in  the  afternoon,  when  the  Annual  election  of  officers  was 
held. 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  The  time  of  meeting  of 
the  Junior  Brethren  Youth  Crusaders  has  been  changed 
from  6:30  to  7:30,  meeting  at  the  same  time  as  the  eve- 
ning church  service.  Brother  H.  H.  Rowsey  tells  us  that 
the  attendance  at  this  particular  meeting  has  jumped  as 
a  result.  A  recent  meeting  saw  27  boys  and  girls  present. 

STOCKTON,  CALIF.  Installation  Services  for  newly- 
elected  church  and  Sunday  School  officers,  were  held  fol- 
lowing the  morning  worship  service  on  October  11th.  ac- 
cording to  Brother  Cecil  H.  Johnson's  bulletin. 


NOTICE 


The  Cumberland,  Maryland  Brethren  wishes  to  an- 
nounce that  their  Pastor.  Milton  M.  Robinson,  has  re- 
signed, taking  effect  on  January  4.  1954. 

We  would  appreciate  hearing  from  any  one  interested 
in  becocning  our  Pastor. 

The  Pulpit  Committee  consists  of: 

Mrs.    F.   J.    Beachley,    SOI    Hilltop    Drive,    Cumberland. 
Md..   Mrs.  D.  F,   Smith,   Mrs.  H.  L.  Stump. 
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Topic   for    November   8,    1953 

GtilVS   LMMEASl  KABLE   KINDNESS 

Scripture   Reading:   Ephesiaiis   2:1-10 

INTRDIUCTION:  This  is  the  time  of  year  when  our 
thoughts  are  centered  on  the  great  blessings  that  God  has 
given  us  dunng  the  past  summer.  As  we  ride  through  the 
forests,  we  see  that  God  has  been  using  His  paint  brush 
in  a  marvelous  way.  There  is  evidence  of  a  great  harvest. 
Then,  too,  our  thoughts  naturally  go  back  to  those  days 
when  stury  men  and  women  were  v\"illing  to  endure  haixi- 
ship  so  that  their  children  might  have  the  privilege  of 
li\-ing  in  a  land  where  they  could  serve  and  worship  God. 
This  year  as  we  count  up  our  blessings,  let  us  not  forget 
the  gi-eat  spiritual  blessings  tliat  we  have  received.  God 
has  been  good  to  us  in  a  material  way  so  that  we  might 
be  led  to  see  how  great  are  the  spiritual  blessings. 

In  the  letter  to  the  Ephesians,  Paul  outlines  the  Chris- 
tian faith  in  a  most  wonderful  way.  Here  we  find  that  it 
is  God's  love,  mercy  and  longsuffering  that  has  brought 
us  out  of  the  realm  of  the  dead  and  has  put  us  into  the 
Kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ. 

1.  DEAD  IN  TRESPASSES  AND  SINS.  Eph.  2:1.  This 
is  the  starting  point  for  all  true  humility  and  the  basis  of 
Christian  repentance.  In  another  place,  Paul  tells  us  that 
all  have  sinned  and  come  shoii  of  the  kingdom  of  God."  This 
may  be  something  that  the  world  does  not  like  to  hear, 
but  it  is  time.  Those  of  us  who  are  now  Christians,  once 
"Walked  according  to  the  course  of  this  world,  according 
to  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air."  Not  only  did  we 
walk  with  these  people,  but  as  usually  happens  "we  also 
had  our  conversation  (way  of  life)  in  times  past  in  the 
lusts  of  the  flesh,  fulfilling  the  desires  of  the  flesh  and 
of  the  mind."  Living  in  this  way,  we  were  according  to 
St.  Paul,  "by  nature  the  children  of  wrath." 

Sometimes  it  is  a  good  thing  when  climbing  a  steep 
mountain,  to  look  back  and  see  how  far  you  have  pro- 
gressed. You  know  that  you  haven't  arrived  at  the  top, 
but  it  is  encouraging  to  see  how  many  miles  you  have 
traveled  and  the  number  of  difficulties  you  have  con- 
quered. We  were  dead  in  trespa.s.ses  and  sins,  but  by  the 
mercy  and  love  of  God  we  ai-e  now  alive  and  are  climb- 
ing. This  certainly  is  one  of  the  great  immeasurable 
Kindnesses  of  God.  Thank  God  for  it. 

2.  TOGETHER  WITH  CHRIST.  Eph.  2:.5-().  "When  we 
were  dead  in  sins,  (God)  hast  quickened  us  together  with 
Christ."  This  agrees  with  John's  statement:  "Which  were 
bom,  not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the  flesh,  nor  of  the 
will  of  man,  but  of  Ciod."  John  1:13.  While  we  were  dead 
in  sin,  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  do  anything  whereby 
we  could  .save  ourselves.  A  corpse  cannot  bring  life  back 
into  its  IxKJy  nor  can  a  person  who  is  dead  in  sin  do  any- 
thing to  bring  about  life  except  to  receive  it.  Thank  God 
that  He  has  made  it  po.ssible  for  us  to  live  the  Christian 


life.  God  has  "raised  us  up  together."  This  refers  to  the 
resurrection  of  Christ  from  the  dead,  so  that  Christ's 
death  becomes  our  death  and  His  life  becomes  our  life. 
Not  only  are  w-e  made  to  live  together  with  Christ,  we 
are  to  reign  together.  He  has  "made  us  to  sit  together  in 
heavenly  places  in  Christ  Jesus:  that  in  the  ages  to  come: 
he  might  show  the  exceeding  I'iches  of  his  grace."  God 
iuis  not  decreed  that  the  saved  sinner  shall  have  a  little 
place  in  heaven,  He  has  ordained  that  we  shall  be  with 
His  Son  on  the  throne.  This  is  another  one  of  God's  Im- 
measurable Kindnesses. 

3.  SALVATION  BY  GRACE  THROUGH  FAITH.  Eph. 
2:8.  This  is  certainly  one  of  the  highwater  marks  in  the 
Bible.  Paul  proclaims  that  man,  in  his  natural  state,  is 
dead  in  trespasses  and  sins.  There  is  nothing  that  he  can 
do  to  obtain  eternal  life,  for  it  is  the  gift  of  God.  We 
are  told  here  that  salvation  is  by  grace  through  faith 
.  .  .  not  of  works,  lest  any  man  should  boast."  Let  us 
observe  that  Paul  does  not  say  that  works  are  unimpor- 
tant. Of  all  of  God's  faithful  servants,  Paul  worked  the 
haixiest.  On  the  road  to  Damascus  he  cried,  "Lord,  what 
will  you  have  me  to  do?"  Follow  this  great  man  of  God 
through  his  life  and  you  will  find  one  who  worked  from 
early  in  the  morning  till  late  at  night.  Works  for  the 
Apostle  Paul  were  important,  for  as  our  Lord  said,  "By 
their  fruit  ye  shall  know  them."  A  tree  that  does  not 
bear  fruit  is  cut  down  so  that  it  will  not  cvimber  up  the 
ground. 

The  grace  of  God  is  the  source  of  our  salvation.  It  is 
such  a  great  gift  that  there  is  nothing  that  we  could  do 
to  deserve  it,  so  God  has  freely  given  it  to  us.  Hei'e  again 
we  can  thank  God  for  His  great  gift  to  men. 

4.  WE  ARE  HIS  WORKMANSHIP.  Eph.  2:10  The 
word,  "workmanship"  comes  from  a  word  that  could  be 
translated  "poem."  We  are  God's  poem.  We  are  God's 
masterpiece.  When  we  look  out  upon  the  things  of  nature, 
we  are  thrilled  with  the  wonder  and  the  beauty  of  them. 
Yet  man  is  more  wonderful  and  beautiful  than  any  of 
these  things  for  man  is  the  crowning  point  of  God's  cre- 
ation. "And  God  said,  Let  us  make  man  in  our  image, 
after  our  likeness."  What  higher  honor,  what  gi'eater 
compliment  can  man  desire  than  to  know  that  he  is  God's 
masterpiece.  This  is  truly  a  great  source  of  thanksgiving. 

FOR   YOUR   MEETING 

Have  several  of  your  members  tell  of  how  they  have 
experienced  the  great  kindness  of  God  in  their  lives.  It 
is  good  to  let  the  redeemed  say  so. 
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NOTICE 

The  Cambria  County  Brethren  Christian  Endeavor  quar- 
terly meeting  will  be  held  Tuesday,  November  3,  19.53,  in 
The  Second  Brethren  Church,  Moxham,  (Grove  and  Bond 
Streets),  Johnstown,  Penna. 

A  feature  of  the  meeting  will  be  reports  of  .some  of 
our  Home  Missioni  Churches.  Offering  goal  is  $60.00  for 
HOME  MISSIONS.  Election  of  officers. 

— Walter  C.  Wertz,  President. 
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IPrayer  Wleetiny 
Studies 

JBy  G.  T.  ^ilmer 


I  AM  HIS  AND  HE  IS  MINE 

Jesus  keeps  me,  O  how  precious! 
Sweet  communion  here  have  we; 

0  the  perfect  peace  of  dwelling, 

1  in  Him,  and  He  in  me. 

Jesus  in  my  heart  abiding, 

0  the  taste  of  joy  divine; 
On  His  bosom  safely  hiding, 

1  am  His,  and  He  is  mine. 

Grace  and  mercy  never  ceasing. 
He  is  shedding  on  my  way; 
He  has  made  my  heart  His  temple. 
Life  is  richer  day  by  day. 

— Eleanor  Allen  Schroll. 

THE  CHRISTIAN  LIFE  is  an  intimate  relationship  to 
the  most  wonderful  Person  in  the  universe  (John 
15:5).  To  live  a  Christian  life  upon  an  inspired  estimate 
of  human  nature  is  a  failure  (Romans  7:18).  Men  must 
come  to  Christ  for  salvation  (John  5:40).  The  life  that 
He  offers  is  in  Him  (1  John  5:12).  We  have  to  receive 
Him — not  just  accept  Him.  Jacob  accepted  Leah;  he  re- 
ceived Rachael.  It  is  not  enough  to  believe.  We  must  be- 
lieve ON  Him  to  have  a  saving  relationship  (John  1:12). 
We  beUeve  that  the  train  will  take  us  to  Chicago,  but 
that  belief  fails  to  take  us  there  until  we  believe  ON  it. 

Established  in  the  Vine  we  can  serve  Him  (2  Cor.  5:20). 
Much  transformation  is  needed  so  that  we  may  be  well 
pleasing  unto  Him  (2  Cor.  5:9).  We  work  for  Him  as 
Lord  in  service  (John  13:13).  He  is  Jesus  for  our  salva- 
tion (Heb.  9:26;  Matt.  1:21;  Isaiah  62:11);  He  is  Christ 
for  our  sanctiflcation  (Heb.  9:24;  7:25);  He  is  Lord  over 
our  lives  in  service  here  and  for  an  unending  service  in 
the  glory  (Heb.  9:28;  Rev.  7:15). 

God  could  not  redeem  us  for  He  was  not  our  kinsman 
in  the  flesh;  man  could  not  redeem  usi'or  he  had  not  the 
power  (Job  9:2,  33;  Mark  2:7).  So  God  became  incarnate 
on  our  behalf  (1  Tim.  3:16).  The  matchless  story  is  sum- 
marized in  Phil.  2:6-11.  God  came  to  be  WITH  us  (Matt. 
1:23).  Sin  had  severed  us  from  God.  Man  needed  restora- 
tion. This  God  provided  (Luke  2:10,  11),  and  THIS  those 
of  the  true  faith  received  (Luke  2:28-31,  38).  He  came 
to  be  LIKE  us  (Gal.  4:4,  5).  Yet  His  was  a  sinless  like- 
ness (Romans  8:3).  He  came  to  be  WITH  us  and  LIKE 
us  that  we  may  be  WITH  Him  and  LIKE  Him  (John 
14:3;  17:24).  Heaven  is  a  place  and  also  a  Person  (John 
17:3).  Heaven  is  being  at  home  (2  Cor.  5:8;  Phil.  1:23). 
There  we  shall  be  LIKE  Him  (1  John  3:2;  Psalm  17:15). 
The  likeness  is  extended  even  to  the  body  (Phil.  3:20,  21). 

If  we  refuse  Him  there  can  be  no  Heaven;  no  relation- 
ship to  Him  means  no  Saviour  (Matt.  7:21-23).  A  lady 
answered  her  door  bell.   A   man   stood   outside   and   asked 


her  thiH  question?  "Doen  the  Lord  Jchuh  dwell  in  your 
heai-t?"  She  was  ho  stunned  that  she  closed  the  door  in 
his  face.  She  report*;d  the  incident  to  her  husband.  He 
said,  "Why  didn't  you  tell  him  that  you  nrit  the  presi- 
dent of  the  W.  M.  S.?"  She  said,  "He  didn't  ask  me 
that."  He  said,  "Why  didn't  you  tell  him  that  you  teach  a 
iarg(;  Sunday  school  das.s?"  She  said,  "He  didn't  ask  me 
that."  He  .said,  "Why  didn't  you  tell  hini  how  long  you 
have  been  an  important  church  meml>er?"  She  said,  "He 
didn't  ask  me  that."  Let  us  all  he  warned  by  this  that 
thcn^  is  another  door  that  is  going  to  close  if  we  do  not 
have    Chri.st    enthroned    within    us    now    (.Matt.    25:10-12;. 


Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vana+or 

Lesson  for  November  8,  19.53 

STRO NGER  CH URCHE.S— BETTER  C( ) M  M I  MTI ES 

Lesson:  Acts  2:41-47;  Philippians   1:27-30;  1   Peter 

2:4-.5,  9-10 

GLENN  R.  WINTERS  SAYS,  "The  church\s  main 
means  of  influencing  its  community  is  through  the 
ministry  of  the  gospel  and  the  \\itness  of  its  members. 
Incidental  features  which  go  along  with  being  a  part  of 
a  community,  however,  have  a  lot  to  do  with  how  the 
church's  message  is  received  .  .  .  The  church  lawn  and 
shrubbery  should  be  as  much  an  example  to  the  neigh- 
bors as  the  Christian  lives  of  its  members  ...  Is  your 
church  marked  so  that  the  passerby  who  only  glances  that 
way  may  get  something  of  its  ministry?" 

Stronger  churches  do  not  necessarily  mean  greatly  in- 
creased membership  rolls — although  this  may  be  the  re- 
sult of  a  church  becoming  strong.  A  sti'ong  church  is  a 
working  church  with  a  membership  which  can  feel  the 
need  of  regular  church  attendance  and  a  genuine  feeling 
of  responsibility  that  must  come  with  such  church  mem- 
bership. To  obtain  a  strong  physical  body  one  must  nec- 
essarily exercise  the  muscles  of  the  body;  to  lie 
back  and  do  nothing  can  only  lead  to  a  weakened  body 
and  flabby  muscles.  A  month  of  idleness  is  all  it  takes 
to  make  inroads  on  the  stamina  of  an  individual  as  the 
writer  can  well  attest,  for  in  the  past  month  he  has  done 
little  but  travel  and  eat  and  sleep,  returning  home  to  find 
that  extra  exertion  soon  brings  that  "tired  feeling"  and 
a  desire  to  do  less  and  less.  Therefore  it  is  difficult  to  get 
back  into  everyday  activity.  How  well  this  illustrates  the 
plight  of  the  "church  member"  who  "joins"  the  chiuvh 
and  immediately  proceeds  to  forget  that  he  or  she  has 
a  definite  part  of  the  work  of  that  church  to  perform 
to  help  make  it  a  "stronger  church." 

Now  what  is  a  strong  church?  Iii  the  Bi-oadman  Com- 
mentary we  find  a  very  fine  outline  of  the  things  that 
go  to  make  xip  a  strong  chui^h. 

I.  A  strong  church  has  a  i-egenerate  membership.  Luke 
tells   us   that   "the   Lord  added   to  the  chuivh  daily  such 
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as  wert'  Winp  saved,"  for  saved  persons  were  the  only 
ones  who  could  be  considered  members  of  the  \e\v  Tes- 
tiinient  churches.  Today  the  names  on  the  church  roll  do 
not  always  tell  us  who  are  the  Christians  in  the  church. 

2.  A  second  souive  of  strength  for  the  church  is  fidel- 
ity to  the  gri-eat  doctrines  of  our  faith.  We  are  told  that 
the  early  Christians  "continued  steadfastly  in  the  apos- 
tles' doctrine." 

3.  A  thii-d  soui-ce  of  sti-ength  is  the  "fellowship"  which 
is  to  be  found  amonp  the  members  of  a  chui-ch.  They 
like  being  together.  It  is  no  crime  for  the  members  of 
the  chui-ch  to  linger  a  while  following  the  sei-vices  of 
woi-ship  to  find  that  deep  inner  joy  of  Christian  fellow- 
ship. 


GK 


nrcms 


AKRON,  OHIO,  FIRESTONE  PARK  BRETHREN 

Completing  seven  years  since  their  organization,  the 
Fii-estone  Park  Brethren  Church,  on  Sunday,  September 
27th,  celebrated  Homecoming  and  Anniversary  Day.  Sun- 
day School  attendance  was  near  200.  Other  services  were 
in  proportion.  The  morning  message  was  delivered  by  Rev. 
W.  Clayton  Berkshire,  General  Secretary  of  the  Missionary 
Board  of  the  Brethren  Church.  The  evening  message,  by 
The  Editor  of  Publications,  Rev.   W.   St.   Clair  Benshoff. 

At  the  afternoon  sersdce,  Brethren  Berkshire  and  Ben- 
shoff conducted  the  installation  service  for  the  new  church 
and  auxiliary  officers,  and  gave  short  talks  on  "Com- 
mendation and  Vision,"  and  "Vision  and  Challenge."  Spe- 
cial music  during  the  day  was  furnished  by  solos,  a  male 
(juartet  and  a  mixed  quartet.  Roll  Call  of  the  members 
was  conducted  at  the  afternoon  service,  by  the  Pastor, 
Rev.  J,  G.  Dodds,  with  a  goodly  number  responding  with 
Bible  verses,  acclamation,  or  by  letter.  The  weather  was 
ideal,  the  attendance  was  more  than  good,  and  the  spir- 
itual enthusiasm  and  fellowship  was  of  the  best. 

Truly  a  miracle  has  taken  place  at  Akron.  It  has  been 
just  seven  years  since  the  beginning  of  the  work  at  Ak- 
mn.  To^Jay,  the  member.ship  stands  at  neaily  170,  with  a 
.Sunday  School  enrolment  of  190.  In  this  time,  a  lovely 
chapel  has  been  erected,  a  parsonage  purchased,  and 
plans   made  to  erect  the  sanctuary  in  the  near  future. 

We  commend  the  organizers,  the  charter  members,  the 
Pastor  and  wife,  the  Ohio  and  General  Mission  Boards, 
and  all  others,  who  had  faith  and  vision  to  see  this  work 
as  a  reality.  We  rejoice  with  them  that  their  faith  has 
become  sight  in  such  a  short  time.  We  challenge  them  to 
go  on,  as  we  know  they  will,  to  greater  accomplishments 


4.  A  fourth  source  of  strength  is  to  be  found  in  th( 
regular  observance  of  the  ordinances  of  the  church — th( 
bi'eaking  of  bread  together,  the  washing  of  the  saints 
feet,  the  partaking  of  the  bread  and  the  cup — all  of  whicl 
have  boon  left  to  us  by  the  Master  that  we  might  b( 
strengthened  in  the  inner  man. 

5.  The  fifth  source  of  strength  is  to  be  found  in  the 
prayer  life  of  the  membership.  Do  you  attend  the  prayei 
sei'vices  of  your  church  ? 

6.  And  last  but  not  least  is  the  engaging  in  a  vita 
teaching  and  preaching  ministry,  not  alone  in  the  churcl 
building,  but  in  the  home  which  is  the  cradle  of  the  churcli 
and  the  beginning  of  its  vital  strength. 


and  service  to  Christ  and  to  the  lives  of  people  around 
them. 

Brother  and   Sister  J.   G.   Dodds  have  faithfully   shep- 
herded this  fine  group  of  Brethren  since  their  organiza- 
tion.  They,   in   doing   a  wonderful  work,  have  the  confi- 
dence,  the  cooperation  and  support  of  their  members. 
(Reported  by  the  Editor  of  Publications.) 


TWELVE  MILE,   INDIANA 

A  short  report  of  the  work  here  at  Corinth  may  be  of 
interest  throughout  the  Brotherhood.  As  we  close  this 
church  year  and  move  on  into  the  new,  it  is  our  prayer 
that  we  may  serve  our  Master  in  a  larger  and  more  ac- 
ceptable way. 

Since  Rev.  and  Mrs.  G.  L.  Maus's  retirement  from  the 
active  ministry  a  year  ago  our  church  pulpit  has  been 
filled  by  a  student  minister  from  North  Manchester  Col- 
lege, Rev.  Robert  Lenker. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Lenker  are  fine  young  people,  and  served 
our  church  well.  We  are  happy  for  an  increase  in  church 
and  Sunday  School  attendance.  We  have  a  large  class  of 
young  married  people,  and  of  course  their  fine  families 
make  a  large  group  of  children  in  the  primary  depart- 
ment. Let  us  remember  that  the  children  of  today  will  be 
the  church  of  tomorrow.  What  an  opportunity  for  our 
Sunday  School. 

The  five  churches  of  our  township  have  a  church  coun- 
cil. We  enjoy  the  fine  fellowship  of  this  group  and  the 
meetings  planned  by  the  council.  Each  year,  an  outstand- 
ing Easter  Sunrise  Service  is  held  in  one  of  the  churches. 
Union  Sunday  Services  are  held  through  the  five  summer 
months. 

This  year,  as  in  past  years,  we  enjoyed  and  benefited 
much  from  the  splendid  work  done  by  the  Brethren  Youth 
Girls  Crusader  Team,  from  Ashland,  at  the  Union  Vaca- 
tion Bible  School. 

New  improvements  at  the  church  this  year  are,  a  new 
well,  electric  pump  and  water  in  the  basement.  Our  very 
loyal  group  of  W,  M,  S,  ladies  are  supplying  a  new 
kitchen  sink,  new  silverware  and  dishes  for  the  dining 
room. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  announce  the  ordination  of 
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Brother  John  R.  Turley  on  Sunday,  October  4th,  al  (^ur 
Homecoming  Day  service.  Dr.  Claud  Studobaker  preached 
the  ordination  sermon.  TTio  service  was  in  charge  of  Rov. 
G.  L.  Maus,  assisted  by  Rev.  Whetstone,  Rev.  Gable  and 
Rev.  Bow^man.  The  music  was  in  charge  of  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Harry  Richer. 

Rev.  Turley  has  accepted  the  call  to  minister  to  his 
home  church  this  coming  year.  Both  he  and  Mrs.  Turley 
came  to  us  some  months  ago  from  the  Methodist  church, 
in  which  church  Brother  Turley  had  served  as  a  minister 
for  a  number  of  years.  We  ask  God's  blessing  upon  them 
as  they  come  into  a  new  field  of  labor. 

Our  Evangelistic  Services  continued  to  October  I8th. 
Rev.  Turley  bringing  the  messages,  and  .Bud  Hunter  of 
North  Manchester  being  in  charge  of  the  song  services. 

Edna  M.  Carson. 


MT.  OLIVE,  VIRGINIA 

The  Mt.  Olive  Brethren  Church  obsei-v^d  Homecoming 
Day,  September  6th,  with  the  Ambassadors  Quartet  as 
guests  in  the  afternoon  and  evening  services.  The  guest 
preacher  at  the  morning  service  was  the  Rev.  Clarence 
Fairbanks  of  Ashland,  Ohio.  District  Laymen's  Organiza- 
tion president,  Mr.  Isaac  Litton  of  St.  James,  Maryland, 
addressed  the  afternoon  meeting.  Guests  of  the  day-  in- 
cluded Mrs.  Ona  Lee  Sams  of  the  Washington  Brethren 
Church,  who  presented  the  church  of  her  childhood  with 
a  large,  framed  copy  of  Sallman's  masterpiece  "The  Head 
of  Christ."  The  lighted  picture  was  dedicated  at  the 
morning  service  on  Homecoming  Sunday.  It  adds  greatly 
to  the  beauty  and  worshipful  atmosphere  of  the  sanctu- 
ary. The  congregation  greatly  appreciates  this  valuable 
gift  from  Mrs.  Sams. 

Inasmuch  as  the  Ambassadors  had  an  open  date  on 
September  7th  they  were  present  to  assist  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  two  weeks  of  special  sei-vices  under  the  in- 
spiring leadership  of  Rev.  J.  Ray  Klingensmith,  which 
began  on  the  Monday  evening  following  Homecoming 
Sunday.  Many  other  special  musical  selections  were  heard 
during  these  two  w'eeks  of  Revival  and  Evangelistic  ser- 
vices. The  Lord  was  gracious  to  us  in  every  way.  The 
weather  was  perfect.  The  people  were  loyal  and  atten- 
tive. Brother  Klingensmith  was  especially  impressed  with 
the  fine  groups  of  Young  People  in  regular  attendance. 
Some  members  of  the  Bethlehem  Congregation  were  there 
almost  every  night.  This  was  Rev.  Klingensmith's  second 
visit  with  us  as  he  was  with  us  a  year  ago  in  a  similar 
ministry. 

Last  year  he  gave  a  series  of  Studies  on  Romans,  in 
addition  to  his  regular  sermon.  This  year  an  even  larger 
group  remained  after  the  services  to  study  the  Gospel  of 
John.  His  preaching  and  teaching  are  greatly  appreciated 
by  his  many  friends  here.  The  messages  were  designed  to 
speak  to  our  condition  in  these  days.  They  should  continue 
to  bear  fruit.  On  the  closing  night  Rev.  Klingensmith  as- 
sisted with  the  services  of  Baptism  and  confirmation, 
when  eight  were  baptized  and  received  into  membership. 
Others  have  been  reached  by  the  Gospel  messages  and 
teaching.  We  are  grateful  for  the  many  blessings  which 
this  meeting  brought  to  us  at  Mt.  Olive.  Our  hearty  ap- 
pi'eciation   and  thanks,  of  course,   go   out   to   Washington 


Brethren  for  this  visit  of  thfMr  CBteemcd  pastor.  May  th<; 
iAjrd  greatly  bless  you  all  in  your  laJx^fH  toj<eth<;r  there. 
Again  we  thank  Brother  Klingensmithh  for  his  wilJinK- 
nesH  to  share  with   us  in  anoth'-r  meeting  at  .Mt.  Olive. 

— John  F.  Lo'k'-. 


LANARK,  ILLLNOI.S 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Francis  Berkshire,  and  .son,  .Mark,  ar- 
rived to  make  their  home  at  the  First  Brethren  Manse, 
F'liday,  October  2nd.  Rev.  Berkshire  delivered  his  first 
sermon,  "What  I  Believe,"  on  Sunday,  October  4th.  Lan- 
ark Brethi'en  open  their  hearts  to  this  new  family  at  the 
parsonage,  and  already  plan  big  things  under  their  lead- 
ership. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert  O.  Byler  were  in  our  church  Sun- 
day evening,  October  11th,  at  which  time  Mrs.  Byler 
spoke  at  the  W.  M.  S.  Public  Sei'vice. 

— Church  Correspondent. 


COUNTY   LINE,    INDIANA 

We  are  glad  to  present  some  news  from  the  County 
Line  Brethren  Church. 

The  marriage  of  Miss  Doris  King  and  Harold  Barnett 
was  pei-formed  Saturday,  September  12th,  at  .3:00  P.  M. 
in  our  church,  followed  by  a  reception  for  all  in  the  ba.se- 
ment  of  the  church.  They  received  many  beautiful  and 
useful  gifts.  Miss  King  is  a  fine  Christian  girl  from  our 
church.  Both  have  been  students  of  Ashland  College.  Har- 
old has  been  called  to  the  Mansfield,  Ohio,  Brethren 
church  as  pastor.  May  God's  richest  blessing,  and  the 
Holy  Spirit  guide  and  be  with  them  as  they  go  to  their 
new  home. 

Sunday,  September  13th  was  Homecoming.  Quite  a 
number  of  folks  that  have  not  attended  County  Line  for 
some  time  were  present.  A  basket  dinner  was  served  at 
noon,  and  a  program  of  sacred  songs,  testimonies  and  a 
speaker  was  then  presented.  Rev.  Gordon  Bacon,  a  pastor 
of  Elkhart,  was  the  speaker.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Edgar  Berk- 
shire, of  North  Liberty,  also  were  with  us.  He  read  the 
scripture  and  offered  prayer. 

We  have  a  fine  attendance  at  prayer  meetings  on  Wed- 
nesday evening.  Both  young  and  old  are  attending.  The 
children  have  their  .Bible  study  and  prayer  meeting  in  the 
basement.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Glenn  Shank,  missionaries  to 
the  Philippines,  were  with  us  Wednesday  evening.  Sep- 
tember 24th,  to  tell  us  of  their  work  and  show  pictures. 
The  Robert  Bylers  were  with  us  in  July.  We  enjoy  very 
much  seeing  and  knowing  these  fine  folks,  and  hearing 
them  tell  of  their  work  for  the  Lord.  Our  prayer  is  for 
more  young  folks  to  become  missionaries,  both  at  home 
and  over  seas.  Let's  all  of  us  back  our  missionaries  with 
our  money  and  prayers,   for  they  surely  need  our  help. 

Our  Pastor  is  showing  a  series  of  five  sound  films  at 
our  young  people's  meetings  on  the  subject  of  courtship 
and  marriage.  He  is  doing  a  gi-eat  w-ork  with  our  young 
folks,  teaching  them  that  God's  way  is  the  only  way. 
The  young  folks  from  our  neighboring  churches  are  in- 
vited to  attend  these  meetings,  also. 

Mrs.  0.  Ringer.  R.  R.  6.  Box.  158. 
South  Bend.  Indiana. 


PAGE  SIXTEEN 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


LESSON  COMMENTARIES 

1954 


^STANDARD 
LESSOiN 
COMMKM  VK^ 


POINTS 

(or 

EMFHASI 


KZ 


i  (1     f) , 


THE  STANDARD  LESSON  COMMEN- 
TARY will  be  an  invaluable  assistant  to 
Sunday  School  teachers  and  Bible  students 
alike  .  .  .  An  excellent  true-to-the-Biblc 
working  addition  to  any  Christian's  li- 
brary. 448  page  commentary  only  $2.95. 

Points   for    Emphasis 

By  Clifton  J.  Allen 

A  compact,  pocket-size  commentary  on 
the  international  Sunday  School  lessons 
for  1954.  Each  Bible  lesson  has  an  intro- 
ductory paragraph  .  .  .  an  explanation  of 
the  lesson  .  .  .  Truths  to  Live  By  ...  A 
Verse  to  Remember,  and  the  daily  .Bible 
readings.  Price  75c. 


Hijiley's     Sunday     School     Lesson 
Commentary 

The  Bible  is  presented  as  God's  revealed 
Word.  An  abundance  of  usable  material 
for  the  Bible  teacher,  adaptable  to  all 
methods  of  instruction.  Simple,  concise, 
and  true  to  fundamentals.  $2.00. 

Peloubet's  Select  Notes 

By  Wilbur  M.  Smith 

A  Commentary  on  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching. 
This  volume  is  complete  in  every  respect 
containing  maps,  full-page  reproductions 
of  famous  paintings,  a  bibliography,  and 
a  comprehensive  index.  Price  $2.75. 


Broad  man  Comments 
By    R.    Paul    Caudill 

A  lesson  commentary  organized  to  help  Bible  students  to  see  Bible  study  in  its 
lai-ger  perspective.  Each  lesson  is  developed  according  to  an  outline  .  .  .  significant 
words  and  phrases  are  explained  .  .  .  The  whole  passage  is  tieated  under  a  unified 
outline — the  significance  of  .Bible  teaching  for  present-day  Christians  is  summarized. 
Price  $2.25. 

Include    Lie    Mailinti    Cost    on   I  he    Above    Hems. 


Order  from  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company 

524  College   Ave.,   Ashland,   Ohio. 


Brethren     Evangelist 


Official  Organ  of  The  Brethren  Church 


y,^0f^//^/0;/. 


'-'fMMMM?^ 


HOME  MISSIONS  NUMBER 


VOL.  LXXV,   No.  44,   November  7,    1953  .p^^    ';t9^saiiossin  q;j:oN 


PAGE  TWO 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIS'i 


THE    BRETHREN    EVANGELIST 

Publiihrd    wrtklT.    »xcfpt    the    fourth    wfck    in    July    »nd 
tbf    lj»t    week    in    Drccmbor. 

THE  BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 
Ashland,  Ohio 


PRIDENTIAL  COMMllTEIE 

.1.   R.  Stookey,  Pres.;  H,  E.  Weidenhamer,  Vice  Pres. 
J.  G.  Dodds,  Secretary-Treasurer 

EnrrOR  of  publications— W.  St.  Clair  Benshoff 

CONTRIBUTING  EDITORS 

Rev.   Dyoll   Belote  Rev.  John   Byler 

Rev.  C.  Y.  Gilmer  Rev.  Fred  C.  Vanator 

OEl'ARrMENT  EDITORS 

Rev.    L.    0.    McCartneysmith,    Brethren    Doctrine 
Rev.  Freeman  Ankrum,  Church  History 
Rev.  Edwin  Boardman,  Church  Methods 

TERMS  OF  SUBSCRIPTION:    $1.50   per   year  in   aduarjce. 

CHANCE  OF  ADDR£SS:    In  ordering  change  of  address,  always 

give   both   old   and   new   addresses. 

REMITTANCES:    Send   all   money,   business  commnnications,   and   conirib 
ated    articles    to: 

THE  BRETHREN   PUBLISHING  COMPANY 
ASHLAND.   OHIO 

Eaured    as    second    class    matter   at    Ashland,    Ohio.       Accepted    for    mailing 

at    special    rate,    section     1103,    Act    of    October    3.     1917.       Authorired 

September    3,     1928. 


COMING  EVENTS 


We  invite  all  Pastors,  church  leaders,  to  avail  them 
selves  of  this  column,  for  announcing  special  events  ii 
their  churches.  Be  sure  the  information  reaches  us  a 
least  three  w^eeks  ahead  of  date  of  scheduled  event 


PLEASANT    HILL,    OHIO.    Bible    Conference— Novem 
ber   8th   to   11th — Speaker,   Rev.   William   Hoke,   Superin 
tendent   of   the    Brethren   in   Christ  Missions   in   India, 
former    student   of   Ashland    College.    Rev.    Floyd    Sibert. 
Pastor. 

JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  THIRD  BRETHREN.  Reviva 
Meeting — November  9th  to  22nd — Rev.  John  F.  Locke, 
Evangelist,  Rev.  E.  M.  Riddle,  Pastor. 

HOWE,  INDIANA,  BRIGHTON  BRETHREN.  Holy 
Communion — November  15th — Rev.  Smith  F.  Rose,  Pas- 
tor. 

LOUISVILLE,  OHIO.  Northeastern  Ohio  Brethren 
Youth  Rally — November  15th — afternoon.  Larry  Sheets, 
N.  0.  B.  Y.  President,  Rev.  L.  V.  King,  Pastor. 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  Revival  Services— November  15th; 
to    22nd — Rev.    Spencer    Gentle,    Evangelist-Pastor. 

Ccntinued  on  page  12) 


Items  of  general  Interest 


ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  Brother  Freeman  Ankrum 
writes,  "Yesterday  (October  11th)  was  a  gala  day  at 
St.  James  Brethren  Church.  This  was  our  Rally  Day,  and 
the  attendance  was  206.  I  am  told  this  was  the  largest 
number  ever  to  be  in  Sunday  School  here.  Our  Sunday 
School  offering  on  the  building  fund  was  .$1782.14.  Do 
not  know  what  came  in  in  the  Church  offering  on  the 
Building  Fund,  but  there  was  additional." 

Brother  Ankrum  also  tells  us  that  there  were  over 
100  in  attendance  at  the  W.  M.  S.  Rally  of  the  South- 
east District  in  Linwood,  on  October  8th. 

WAYNESBORO,  PENNA.  WAYNE  HEIGHTS 
BRETHREN.  From  Brother  Leatherman's  October  18th 
bulletin  we  learn  that  the  men  of  the  church  were  pie- 
paring  to  lay  the  large  curb  stones  at  the  rear  of  the 
church,  prior  to  the  spreading  of  the  shale  for  the  drive 
and  parking  area. 

MASONTOWN,  PENNA.  Brother  William  Keeling  re- 
ports that  their  "Drive  for  Clothing  for  Kentucky"  was 
"one  grand  success." 

Revival  Servicfs,  with  Rev.  and  Mrs.  H.  E.  Richer,  as 
Evangelists  and  Musicians,  were  concluded  on  November 
Ist. 

NORTH  VANDERGRIFT,  PENNA.  PLEASANT  VIEW 


BRETHREN.  Rev.  S.  E.  Christiansen,  Pastor  of  our 
Georgetown,  Delaware,  church,  conducted  Revival  Ser- 
vices in  the  Pleasant  View  Church,  October  19th  through 
November  1st. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO,  GARBER  MEMORIAL  BRETH- 
REN. Revival  Services  were  conducted,  October  25th  to 
November  1st,  by  Rev.  William  Fells,  a  former  pastor. 
Special  music  was  given  each  evening.  Reginald  Kantzer 
served  as  pianist,  and  Jerry  Flora  led  the  singing. 

The  Garber  Memorial  remodelling  program  continues. 
The    pulpit   and    platform    has   been   moved   to   the   other 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 


FRONT  PAGE  PICTURE  IDENTIFICATION 

Top:     Tucson,     Arizona,     Sunday   School    children   and 
teachers.] 

Left   Center:   Wheeler  Home,   Lost   Creek,   Kentucky. 
Right   Center:  Trinity   Brethren   Church,  Canton,   Ohio. 
Bottom    Left:   Brethren   Church,   Carleton,    Nebraska. 
Bottom   Right:  Parsonage,  Krypton,  Kentucky. 


We  givie  our  (hanks  to  Rev.  W.  Clayton  Berkshire,  Gen- 
eral Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren 
Church,  for  his  cooperation  in  securing  articles  and  cuts 
for  this  Home  Missions  numfcer  of  The  Brethren  Evan- 
gelist.- W.  S.  B. 
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^fol/^    Paithful    Hre    We? 


WHEN  ALL  IS  SAID  AND  DONE,  the  thing  that  is 
going  to  count  the  most  is  our  faithfulness  to  our 
appointed  task. 

Each  of  us,  as  Christians,  has  been  given  a  special  duty 
to  perform  for  God.  It  may  be  a  specific  duty,  but  in  the 
last  analysis,  it  is  a  part  of  the  responsibility  of  spread- 
ing the  Gospel. 

None  can  deny  but  that  there  is  a  crying  need  for  the 
spreading  of  the  Gospel  in  America.  There  are  27,000,000 
children  who  have  never  darkened  the  door  of  a  church. 
There  is  a  constant  rise  in  the  national  crime  rate.  There 
is  defiance  of  law  and  order.  These  things  all  point  to  the 
lack  of  the  Gospel's  transforming  power  in  the  hearts  of 
many  American  people. 

When  men  and  women,  youth  and  children,  receive 
Christ  into  their  hearts,  and  experience  the  regenei'ation 
of  the  soul,  then  righteousness  and  peace  comes  to  a  land, 
a  community,  a  home.  The  lack  of  it  precipitates  the  ills 
of  society  described  above. 

HERE  IS  THE  CHALLENGE  OF  HOME  MISSIONS 
IN  THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH.  Our  organizational  ma- 
chinery is  of  the  very  best.  We  are  operating  splendidly 
with  what  w"e  have.  Encouraging  reports  come  to  us  on 
every  hand. 

.But,  are  we  doing  our  best?  The  Home  Mission  offer- 
ing goal  for  this  year  is  $45,000.  That  is  almost  $3.00  per 
member.  It  is  less  than  a  penny  a  day..  When  we  give  to 
Missions  can  we,  as  a  Denomination,  be  satisfied  with  less 
than  a  penny  per  day  per  member?  What  would  a  dime 
a  day  from  each  member  of  the  Biethren  Church  foi' 
Home  Missions  total  for  this  year?  A  quick  figuring, 
gi-ves  us  a  total  of  better  than  $675,000.  Does  this  sound 


fantastic  to  you  ?  Yet,  a  dime  a  day  represents  the  tithe 
of  just  one  dollar. 

The  little  grains  of  sand  are  small,  yet  the  multitude 
of  them  make  the  mighty  sea  shore.  A  dime  may  seem  in- 
significant, yet  in  the  multitude  thereof  can  come  such  an 
amazing  sum  as  we  suggested  above.  Last  year's  Brethren 
Home  Mission  offering,  according  to  the  Mission  Board 
Financial  Report  in  the  Financial  year  book,  was  some- 
thing over  $25,000.  Cannot  we  Brethren  push  this  up  to 
the  requested  $45,000  this  year? 

One  way  in  which  we  can  be  certain  of  doing  this,  and 
of  also  fulfilling  our  God-given  commission,  is  to  present 
a  SACRIFICIAL  FINANCIAL  OFFERING  unto  the  Lord 
for  Brethren  Home  Missions  this  fall.  Remember — what 
we  keep  for  ourselves,  we  lose — What  we  give  to  God, 
we  keep  for  all  eternity. 

Ail  of  us  decry  the  evils  in  our  land  today.  Now,  in 
our  Home  Mission  program  we  have  a  chance  to  do  some- 
thing besides  "cry."  Our  support  of  Missions  is  not  an 
elective — it  is  a  "must!" 

The  outreach  of  Home  Missions  will  come  back  to  us 
in  the  form  of  a  larger,  moi'e  spiritual  organization  of 
Brethren.  Through  Home  Missions  we  must  keep  pace 
with  the  population  growth  of  the  United  States.  We 
must  constantly  survey,  listen  to,  see  and  enter  the  new 
fields  that  are  white  unto  the  harvest.  We  must  win  them 
to  Christ,  or  see  them  lost  forevermore. 

Prayerfully,  then,  let  us  look  to  God,  listen  to  His 
voice,  visualize  the  thousands  of  heai-ts  which  can  find 
Christ  through  our  gifts.  Then  let  us  present  our  offer- 
ing to  Him.  Time  and  eternity  will  justify  our  invest- 
ment. W.  S.  .B. 


Give  generously  on  Isiovemher  22nd 
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And  throughout  the  year 
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PACK  FOUR 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


The  CHALLENGE  In 

Building  NEW  CHURCHES 

Reu.  Vernon  D.  Grisso,  Tucson,  Arizona 


YOU  CAN'T  JUST  WALK  into    the    fifteenth  accompany  the  burden  of  building  an  absolutely 

story  of  a  building  from  the    ground    level ;  new  church  and  new  congregation  in  a  new  city. 

you  have  to  i-emember  you  need  to  climb  up.  That  Our  experiences  have  run  more  to  continuation, 

is  true  in  any  phase  of  the  Christian  life,  but  it  is  rejuvenation  and  remodeling. 
e\'en  more  important  to  remember  in  the  early 


steps  of  a  new  church.  Imagine  telling  a  two- 
year-old  baby  that  his  job  is  to  learn,  and  live  up 
to  all  the  family  ideals  I  The  first  thing  he  needs 
is  milk;  he  also  needs  love,  attention  and  care.  It 
will  be  a  long  while  before  he  has  grown  up  in 
the  family  and  can  begin  to  carry  on  the  family 
heritage.  But  he  is  a  member  of  the  family.  Is  it 
assuming  too  much  if  we  liken  this  child  to  a  new 
Christian  in  the  church?  Is  it  assuming  too  much 
to  liken  him  to  new  churches  in  our  denomina- 
tion? 

The  assumption  that  I  could  write  such  an  ar- 
ticle as  the  title  indicates  was  obviously  not  my 
own.  One  day  I  might  have  readily  jotted  down 
the  one-two-three  points  for  a  new  church  and 
have  imagined  that  was  it!  Today,  it  is  with 
much  hesitation  that  I  even  attempt  to  shine  a 
ray  of  light  on  the  Challenge. 


Beginning  with  definite  convictions  of  the  Gos- 
pel of  "Go  ye,"  with  an  order  of  organiz,ation, 
and  with  a  heritage  of  Brethren  doctrine — I  add 
a  bit  of  love  for  all  people — I  commence. 

First,  I  discover  the  nucleus  of  my  early  as- 
sembly have  different  backgrounds  and  experi- 
ences of  church  "goings  on,"  whether  they  were 
Brethren  or  any  one  of  the  other  unnamed  Prot- 
estant groups.  Being  democratic,  I  want  to  hear 
from  each  of  them  and  then  proceed  with  recog- 
nition and  wisdom,  including  the  sentiments  of! 
all.  Second,  with  the  Brethren  in  mind  that  are 
guiding  us  from  afar  with  their  prayers,  I  want 
to  bring  the  small  flock  all  into  line  fundamen- 
tally to  a  premise  that  is  true  to  Brethren  princi- 
ples and  practices.  This  takes  teaching,  preach- 
ing and  patience,  as  I  want  to  avoid  both  radical 
and   liberal   tendencies  and  yet  allow  grave  re- 


spect for  sincere  convictions.  This  is  a  Challenge. 
Few  Brethren  ministers  or  laymen  living  today     Many  people  have  one  or  two  doctrines  they  like 
have  experienced  the  tragedies  and  triumphs  that     and  enjoy,  but  do  not  want   the    "whole    faith." 

They  are  living  in  one  or  two-room 
cabins  when  they  might  be  living 
in  many-roomed  palaces.  I  want  to  give 
them  the  whole  Gospel — So  the  Chal- 
lenge rolls  on. 

If  it  is  a  choice  of  youth,  seminary 
students  and  daring  pastors  to  stay  in 
true  and  tried  congregations  or  to  ven- 
tu)'e  forth  into  new  and  untried  places, 
then  the  challenge  is  theirs. 

My  first  impulse  would  be  to  say.  No, 
don't  do  it!  that  is  if   you   expect   any 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 
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LEADERSHIP  TRAINING  — 

A  Necessity   In   The   Home   Mission   Church 

Rev.    N.    V.    Ledthermdn,    Wayne    hleigbts,    Waynesboro^    Pennsylvania 


I  EADERSHIP  TRAINING  IS  A  NECESSITY 
■L-'  in  every  church;  but  more  particularly  so  in 
a  home  mission  church.  For  every  church  nc^ds 
trained  leaders  ...  It  is  notioerable  that  vvhei-- 
ever  a  church  has  encouraged  its  leaders  to  pre- 
pare for  the  services  they  seek  to  render,  you 
generally  find  a  successful  church.  It  is  also  no- 
ticeable that  wherever  you  find  successful  leaders 
who  are  interested  in  leadership  training,  they 
are  the  ones  seeking  more  and  more  training. 
This  is  because  they  are  always  sensitive  to  their 
own  inadequacy.  They  are  not  the  ones  who  con- 
tinually say,  "I  can't."  They  are  always  willing  to 
try,  and  then  seek  in  every  good  way  to  prepare 
themselves  for  the  service.  The  difference  be- 
tween this  necessary  training  in  a  regular  and  in 
a  home  mission  church  is  largely  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  home  mission  church,  particularly  a  new 
home  mission  church,  has  not  had  the  time  and 
the  occasion,  for  developing  trained  leaders,  as 
the  regular  church  has  had. 

A  new  home  mission  church  has  many  things 
to  be  done  that  seldom  its  few  members  have  had 
experience  in  doing.  Fortunate  is  that  church  just 
starting  that  has  a  mind  and  willingness  to  work. 
Generally  this  is  true,  or  the  work  would  not  even 
get  started.  But  as  generally  too,  these  workers 
themselves  feel  their  own  limitations  tc  do  the 
work  that  must  be  done.  When  that  ambition  to 
do  the  work  can  be  directed  to  prepare  for  the 
service,  the  church  is  in  line  for  progress  in  the 
Lord's  way.  We  should  recall  how  our  Lcrd 
trained  His  disciples.  Well,  we  too  are  His  dis- 
ciples, and  we  need  training  for  our  service,  just 
as  much  as  they  did  for  theirs. 

What  shall  we  teach?  Our  National  Sunday 
School  Association  of  the  Brethren  Church  has 
an  outlined  curricula  for  your  consideration.  This 
field  of  information  is  sufficiently  large  to  meet 
the  needs  of  most  home  mission  churches.  How- 
ever the  necessity  for  this  training  is  so  urgent, 
that  the  pastor,  the  teacher,  the  leader  of  leaders. 


will  know  what  type  of  training  will  be  mcst  es- 
sential to  start  with  and  follow.  The  leaders  them- 
selves may  help  furnish  the  guide  as  to  what  to 
teach.  Personally,  this  writer  has  always  found 
the  course  in  "The  Principles  of  Teaching,"  very 
essential.  This  course  give's  the  quickest  aid  to 
those  teachers  in  Sunday  School  whc  are  aware 
of  their  own  limitations.  Lest  some  one  should 
hastily  conclude  they  would  rather  study  the 
Bible,  let  me  suggest,  there  is  no  better  field  for 
Bible  study  than  to  learn  how  the  ^Master  teach- 
er taught.  We  all  need  to  learn  this  lessen.  In  this 
course,  such  problems  as  aim  and  objective,  atten- 
tion, discipline,  materials  and  outline,  can  all  be 
studied. 

At  the  present  time  this  pastor  hi\5;  started  a 
course  in  studying  the  Life  of  Christ.  We  find  this 
very  fruitful.  One  of  our  best  teachers  testified 
she  never  before  approached  this  study  with  a 
view  of  developing  the  consecutive  crder  of 
events  in  Christ's  life.  This  ords?rly  knowledge 
does  help  in  many  ways :  but  particularly  in  tell- 

( Continued  on  Page  S) 
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OXE  OF  THE  MANY  DEPARTURES  from 
Christianity  so  boldly  manifest  today  in  the 
Church  and  in  some  of  the  ministry  is  the  refusal 
to  permit  the  Holy  Spirit  to  use  us  as  witnesses. 
This  departure  not  only  marks  the  quenching  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  believer's  life,  but  it  re- 
veals the  vast  reduction  of  professed  Christianity 
to  "religion"  and  that  of 
man.  not  God. 

Accusing  evidence  in 
our  own  hearts  points  to 
the  condition  of  our  own 
spiritual  emptiness.  We 
surely  don't  really  be- 
lieve that  blinded  lives 
we  now  meet  will  spend 
eternities  in  blindness 
and  darkness  away  from 
the  Father.  If  we  be- 
lieved it  we  would  bring 
them  the  Light,  and  at 
any  cost.  He  did.  And 
He  said,  "Except  ye  be- 
lieve that  1  am  He,  ye 
shall  die  in  your  sins." 
It  is  not  enough  for  us 
to  preach  the  sermon  or 
keep  the  Church  going 
— if  they  don't  come  to  know  HIM  through  these 
sarvices.  The  Missionary  Society,  the  Youth  Pro- 
gram and  the  Sunday  school  are  all  fine.  But  are 
the  lost  ones  being  saved  through  them?  \i  not, 
then  we'll  have  to  do  as  He  did,  and  as  the  early 
Church  did  and  as  the  saved  of  every  generation 
do:  we'll  just  have  to  take  Him  to  them,  in  their 
homes  or  whe^e  we  can  find  them.. 


Do  these  phrases  in  the  New  Testament  awak- 
en recognition  in  your  hearts :  "Begetting  spirit- 
ual children" ;  "Stewards  of  the  Mysteries" ; 
"your  spiritual  service";  "Spiritual  husbandry"; 
"ministry  of  planting" ;  "fishing  for  men" ; 
"heavenly   ambassadors" ;   "as  many  as   are   led 

by  the  Spirit  of  God?" 
These  are  phrases  ap- 
plied to  saved  people 
who  have  known  the 
Lord  and  who  live  in 
His  Will.  The  people  in 
the  Church  who  are  con- 
tent to  "run"  this  or 
"control"  that,  or 
"serve"  on  this  or  that 
are  many  removes  from 
the  burdened  man  or 
woman  who  walks  right 
into  the  heart  of  the  lost. 
You  are  stealing  from 
yourself  if  you  are  turn- 
ing this  great  function 
over  to  others.  You  are 
saved  to  witness.  "We 
have  found  HIM." 
The  Home  Mission 
Church,  or  the  Foreign  Mission  Church  (and  in 
reality  there  are  no  other  churches)  both  herald 
an  evangel,  a  gospel,  a  salvation,  a  divine  activ- 
ity and  forgiveness  which  no  other  agency  on 
earth  knows  or  dispenses.  It  is  not  the  pastor  who 
owns  or  possesses  this  alone.  It  is  the  church's 
sacred  heritage. 

(Continued  on  Page  9) 
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A  HOME  MISSION  PROGRAM 

IN  THE  LOCAL  CHURCH 

Miss  Margaret  E.  Loiuery,   Krypton,  Kentuckif 


HTEXT:  II  CORINTHIANS  9:6-15.  (Read 
-■■  this  portion  of  Scripture  carefully  and 
prayerfully.)  Here  we  find  that  Paul  had  led 
the  Corinthian  Church  into  a  great  experi- 
ence of  faith.  It  was  such  an  experience  be- 
cause the  Corinthians  were  able  to  acquire 
the  perspective  to  see  that  the  question  was 
not  what  what  they  were  being  asked  to  do, 
but  rather  what  God  had  done  in  Christ  and 
was  now  doing  through  them.  We  should 
note  that  Paul  points  out  that  giving  is  more 
than  meeting  the  needs  of  fellow  Christians ; 
it  results  in  an  overflowing  tide  cf  thanks- 
giving to  God. 

If  our  religion  is  what  it  should  be,  we 
will  be  generous ;  we  shall  be  eager  to  share 
what  we  have  with  others.  When  we  catch 
the  spirit  of  Christ,  we  live  for  others,  not 
ourselves.  Our  money  as  well  as  our  time 
and  talents  will  be  used  to  extend  the  work 
of  God's  Kingdom. 


Home  mission  work  is  not  eccentric,  mar- 
ginal or  an  optional  activity;  it  is  the  main 
business  of  every  local  chuich.  The  local 
church  is  Protestantism's  most  powerful 
weapon  with  which  to  fight  mate- 
rialism, secularism  and  all  other  isms  with 
which  we  are  concerned  today.  It  is  the 
channel  through  which  each  individual  mem- 
ber may  contribute  his  full  share  to  the 
building  of  the  Kingdom  of  God — Is  God  in- 
terested in  people  only  ivhen  they  are  pray- 
ing, singing  hymns  and  listening  to  ser- 
mons? 

Every  member  must  provide  the  church 
with  hands,  voices,  and  hearts  to  put  posi- 
tive values  in  the  local  church.  God's  answer 
to  any  situation  is  a  person.  Open  yourself 
to  the  creative  energy  of  the  Lord  whose 
power  flows  through  human  beings.  Let  go 
and  let  God.  Let  Him  do  the  work  through 
you  and  through  those  who  are  spiritually 
attuned  with  Him. 

Here  is  a  check  list  which  may  help  you 
to  examine  your  church's  program  to  see 
whether  it  has  a  broad  home  mission  vision : 

1.  Have  you  a  Home  Department? 

(The  invalid,  aged,  etc.  love  to  be  con- 
sidered a  part  of  your  Sunday  school.) 

2.  Have  you  a  Calling  Program  ? 
(Newcomers  may  never  attend  Sunday 
school  and  church  or  go  elsewhere  to 
worship.  The  shut-ins  like  to  be  remem- 
bered by  visits  in  which  the  Bible  is 
read,  prayer  is  offered,  and  special 
music  is  rendered.  Absenteeism  can  be 
reduced.  Sunday  school  enrollment  in- 
creased, etc..  by  a  vigirous  visit^ition 
program  or  by  using  the  telephone. 
Some  folks  have  need  of  transpoita- 
tion.) 

(Continued   on   Page   101 
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CHALLENGE  L\  HllLniXG  NEW  CHURCHES 
(Continued  from  Pagv  4) 

personal  y:lory,  self-satisfaction  or  worldly  secur- 
ity. Glory — that  must  all  be  rendered  to  God,  the 
Creator  and  Sustainer;  rendered  to  supportinjr 
or^ranizations  or  even  rendered  to  the  faithful  few 
that  answered  the  earl\-  call  to  open  new  fron- 
tiers for  Christ's  kiny:doni.  Satisfaction — there  is 
no  point  of  evaluation  in  the  lirst  hundred  years 
of  a  new  church,  because  of  fervor,  of  change  and 
of  constant  growth.  Security — there  is  none.  The 
outlets  of  personal  sacrifice  and  expense  eat  up 
every  part  of  the  plus  earnings.  A  new  church 
has  hundreds  of  unassigned  appointments  and 
petty  needs  that  the  earnest  parson  will  readily 
lend  his  person  and  purse  to,  rather  than  take 
time  and  inconvenience  to  invent  or  establish 
sources  for  the  same.  After  all,  it's  his  life  he's 
putting  iu  rather  than  taking  out.. 

Now  I've  tried  my  best  to  discourage  all  self- 
seekers,  but  if  there  are  still  these  who  w^ant  to 
be  a  part  of  continuing  the  spread  of  God's  con- 
gragation,  at  a  great  risk  to  these  temporal  temp- 
tations, I  speak  to  them. 

The  challenge,  the  call,  the  commission  have  no 
equal.  Every  task,  menial  though  it  may  be,  is  a 
lowly  satisfaction  because  it  must  eventually  be 
for  Him.  unselfish  in  motive. 


There  is  a  unique  and  humble  glory  that  sur- 
rounds one  when  he  rises  to  face  his  congregation 
on  Sunday  morning  and  looks  into  the  eyes  of 
over  a  hundred  members  and  knows  in  an  instant 
of  recognition  where,  when  and  how  each  one  in 
the  past  two  years  was  led  to  make  his  great  con- 
fession and  decision  to  follow  Christ;  when  he 
looks  into  the  heart  of  each,  how  he  struggled  to 
surrender  himself  to  the  first  important  call  to 
service  in  Christ's  Church.  It  is  beyond  personal 

glory,  satisfaction  and  security it  is  joy  out 

of  this  world's  vocabulary;  it  is  just  quiet  con- 
tentment and  assurance  that,  in  spite  of  all  the 
tragedy  of  growing  pains  of  new  life,  he  has  been 
used  of  God — used  to  gather  in  His  vineyard  and, 
in  spite  of  all,  THAT  SEEMS  TO  BE  ENOUGH! 

It  is  a  blessing  alone  to  be  used  to  hold  to- 
gether, to  teach  and  add  to  the  Kingdom.  But  be- 
yond this  joy  of  all  the  faithful  pastors,  the  chal- 
lenge of  building  new  churches,  of  being  used  to , 
create  new  and  to  build  in  God's  world  for  Him,  i 
brings  a  deep  "inner  glory  glow"  that  warms  to 
the  melting  point.  It  is  a  glory  that  rises  over  the 
tests  and  rebukes  of  men  and  of  testing  times; 
it  is  a  glory  that  makes  you  forget  what  you  have 
taken  in  ridicule  and  given  in  spirit  to  establish 
a  new^  family  of  Christian  Believers.  The  reward 
is  far  beyond  being  sufficient  for  the  sacrifice. 

— Vernon  Grisso,  Tucson,  Arizona.. 


LEADERSHIP    TRAINING 
(Continued  from  Pago  5) 

ing  the  Gospel  stories.  We  are  using  the  film-slide 
colored  pictures  on  the  life  of  Christ  along  with 
our  outline  studies.  These  films  ai'e  loaned  by  oui- 
National  Sunday  School  Association  of  the  Breth- 
ren Church.  We  show  them  on  Sunday  nights 
aftei-  the  evening  services,  to  the  delight  of  the 
children  as  well  as  adults,  and  then  review  them 
during  class  sessions  on  Wednesday  nights,  aftei- 
the  prayer  service. 


Other  essential  knowledge  necessary  to  a  well- 
organized  church  is  in  the  field  of  administra- 
tion. Then  too,  doctrinal  studies,  making  clear 
the  correct  view  of  God  the  Father,  of  Christ,  the 
Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  God's  goodness  and 
grace,  His  power,  His  purpose  and  His  work  in 
the  world,  and  particularly  through  His  church, 
is  of  cours'e  always  necessary.  This  is  done 
through  preaching,  through  teaching,  and  partic- 
ularly through  the  leadership  training  class. 

We  highly  recommend  that  every  home  mission 
church  continue  its  training  of  its  leaders. 

N.  V.  Leatherman,  Waynesboro,  Penna. 
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'  PASTORAL  AND  PERSONAL  VISITA'J'ION 

(Continued  fiom   Pa^fi  >>) 

Recently,  here  in  Washing:ton,  the  head  chaplain 
of  the  Air  Corps  desired  that  all  of  the  men  in 
these  fields  about  Washing-ton  be  brought  into  fel- 
lowship with  local  churches.  The  pastors  went 
out  in  a  sincere  effort  to  bring  them;  but  the 
pastors  could  not  succeed.  Nothing  happened.  One 
Baptist  minister  sent  some  of  his  laymen  out  to 
do  the  same  thing  exactly,  and  now  forty  of  the 
men  are  participating  in  his  regular  services. 
The  Holy  Spirit  has  equipped  the  pastor  for  a 
special  work  of  preaching  and  teaching  and  shep- 
herding; but  you  who  do  not  have  THAT  gift 
have  some  other.  Reaching  men  for  Christ  HAS 
TO  BE  its  purpose  or  the  purpose  is  too  small. 

Much  of  the  "visitation"  or  "witnessing"  today 
is  akin  to  the  election-time  vote  getting  of  our 
day.  The  worker  assumes  that  Jesus  is  running 
for  votes  and  goes  out  to  get  somebody  to  promise 
to  be  on  His  side.  This  type  of  propaganda  can 
be  carried  on  by  politicians,  communists  or 
sweeper  salesmen.  It  requires  a  hurried  call,  a 
convincing  talk,  an  assumed  piety  for  the  hour, 
and  behold,  'tis  done.  Usually  the  local  church  cr 
preacher  has  been  given  a  wonderful  recommen- 
dation, but  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  forgiveness  of 
sins  and  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  and  the  wrath 
to  come  are  not  even  hinted  at.  This  shows  how 
many  removes  from  the  true  work  of  God  much 
of  the  so-called  visitation  is.  But  to  "beget"  spir- 
itual children ;  to  cultivate  human  heart  soil  for 
a  new  planting;  to  condition  a  human  heart  for 
a  new  birth ;  to  convey  a  passion  that  killed  God 
on  a  Cross  because  of  its  necessity  is  something- 
far  more  permanent  and  time-eonsuming  than 
"selling"  an  idea  or  a  commodity.  One  doesn't 
give  away  or  convey  what  he  doesn't  have.  And 
the  "having"  of  this  becomes  the  truest  problem 
in  the  professed  Christian's  life.  To  obtain  this 
"renewing  of  the  mind,"  this  function,  "ye  shall 
receive  power  after  that  the  Holy  Ghost  is  come 
upon  you  and  ye  shall  be    witnesses    unto    me." 


This  is  the  work  of  God   IN  us  and  TifkOf'GH 

us. 

If  we  lack  this,  surely  we  should  be  .searchinK 
long  and  late  with  Him  to  find  it.  The  Word,  bur- 
dened prayer  and  mucli  of  it,  getting  alom,-  and 
staying  alone  with  Him,  dropping  the  furiou.s 
and  spurious  racing  about  that  mo.st  people  "en- 
joy" are  all  a  part  of  it.  "Ye  shall  .seek  me  and 
find  me  when  ye  seek  me  with  ALL  youi-  heart." 
"Ask  and  it  shall  be  given  unto  you;  seek  and  ye 
shall  find."  If  you  have  this  pa.ssion  you  can't  stay 
from  witnessing;  if  you  don't  have  it  you  can't 
go.  But  remember  "necessity  is  laid  upon  me;  yea, 
woe  is  unto  me  if  I  preach  not  the  Gospel" ;  and 
"Here  am  I,  Lord,  SEND  me";  and  "the  burden 
of  the  Word  of  the  Lord  came  unto — ." 

The  message  hasn't  changed  at  all.  The  method 
hasn't  changed  a  bit.  It  is  so  good  that  even  the 
communists  use  it  now  in  "changing"  lives  and 
capturing  them.  What  so  many  Christians  have 
discarded  through  neglect  the  enemy  of  God  has 
taken  up  to  use. 

The  Holy  Spirit  hasn't  changed.  The  Woi-d 
hasn't  changed.  The  consequences  haven't 
changed — neither  has  the  "lostness"  of  the  lost 
nor  eternity  nor  the  "best  seller"  in  every  age — 
soul  winning. 

Not  only  the  Home  Mission  Church  but  any 
other  will  either  witness  or  waste.  And  as  God 
always  keeps  His  appointments.  He  is  still  using 
churches  and  people  who  do. 

— J.  Ray  Klingensmith,  Washington.  D.  C. 
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How  About 
Your  Offerings?? 


HOME  MISSION  OFFERING 

Give  tlu-ough  your  local  church,  or  if  this  is  not  pos- 
sible, note  the  following  information.  Church  Treasurers, 

also  ])lease  note: 

Make  checks  to  the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren 
Church,   and   address   Missionary    Board   of   xYw   Brethren 

Church,   524   College  Avenue,   Ashland.   Ohio. 


Goal 


$45,000 


PAGE  TEN 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELlS'i 


O. 


A  HOME  MISSION  PROG K AM 
(Continued  from  Page  7) 

What  are  you  doing  for  your  Service  men 
and  women? 

(They  like  to  know  that  the  home  church  is 
interested  in  their  welfare.  Neglect  them 
and  they  forget  alx)ut  the  things  of  Christ.) 

What  support  have  you  given  to  a  mission 
church  in  your  district? 
(Each  district  of  the  Brethren  Church  has 
some  home  mission  project.  Find  out  about 
it  and  see  what  you  can  do  to  help  the  pro- 
ject grow  and  develop.) 

Have  you  contacted  the  Missionary  Board 
of  the  Brethren  Church  to  see  in  what  areas 
you  can  be  of  se^'vice? 

(Your  general  Secretary  can  furnish  you 
\Nith  a  suggested  list  of  activities.) 

Have  you  provided  for  spiritual  uplift  for 

those  in  homes  for  the    aged,    orphanages, 

and  rest  homes? 

(Much  comfort  and  solace  can  be  given  by 

Christian  workers  regularly    visiting    such 

institutions.) 


7.  Have  you  provided  spiritual  help    for    mi- 
grant workers? 

(These  folks  will  not  seek  you;  YOU  must 
provide  spiritual  help  for  them.) 

8.  Have  you  encouraged  your  young  people  to 
help  with  Brethren  Youth  work  projects? 
(Read  your  Evangelist  and  Brethren  Youth 
magazines  to  find  out  about  these  worth- 
while projects;  then  see  that  some  of  your 
young  people  participate  in  tbase  activities.) 

9.  Do  you  provide  vacation  Bible  schools  for 
neglected  areas? 
(Every  worker  will  find  this  a  most  gratify- 
ing experience.) 

10.  What  do  you  know  about  your  home  mission 
points  ? 

(Learn  about  the  w^ork  being  carried  on  in 
these  areas.  Visit  these  places  and  see  the 
great  need  for  developing  the  work.) 

11.  Are  you  a  praying  church? 

(To  be  on  fire  for  the  Lord  YOU  must  keep 
in  constant  communication  with  HIM.) 

BE  YE  DOERS  OF  THE  WORD  AND 
NOT  HEARERS  ONLY! 


JOIN  THE  LEADERS 
IN  HOME  MISSION  GIVING 
LAST  YEAR 


Gretna $1,134.51 


Ashland 


879.81 


Dayton 


Elkhart 


786.30 


1 


785.15 


Hagerstown 


697.75 


Nappanee 


675.00 


Smithville 


673.50 


New  Paris 


666.73 


lioann 


645.82 


Johnstown    (Third) 


642.75 
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UNIVERSAL  BIBLE  SUNDAY-DECEMBER  13, 1953 


Thf'  Anicrican  Uible  Socic-ty  is  again  this  year  making 
avuilablo  materials  for  the  propei'  observance  of  Univer- 
sal Bible  Sunday  on  December  I'ith.  Hulletins,  and  Post- 
eis,  plus  book  marks  containing  the  TTiaiiksgiving  through 
December  31st  Daily  Bible  Readings  are  available  free  of 
charge  to  churches.  AddresH:  "'ITje  Secretaries,  American 
Bible  Society,  450  Park  Avenue,  New  York  22,  New  York. 

A  manual  for  ministers,  which  is  useful  in  preparing 
messages  for  Universal  Bible  Sunday,  is  also  available, 
upon  request.  There  is  no  charge  for  any  of  these  mate- 
rials, although  it  can  be  pointed  out  that  the  work  of  the 
Society  is  canned  on  by  volunteer  gifts. 

The  accompanying  cut  is  a  miniature  of  the  poster  and 
bulletin  design.  We  are  also  listing  the  Scripture  readings 
as  they  appear  on  the  book  mark,  for  your  convenience. 
We  urge  all  of  our  churches  to  unite  in  the  observance 
of  Universal  Bible  Sunday,  and  in  the  Daily  Bible  read- 
ing as  an  incentive  to  a  deeper  spiritual  life  on  the  part 
of  all  the  Brethren.  W.  S.  B. 
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BIBLE  READINGS  —  THANKSGIVING 
THROUGH   DECEMBER   31  ST. 

NOVEMBER 

26  Thanksgiving   Psalms  103 

27    Psalms  23 

28    Psalms  43 

29  Sunday    Psalms  130 

30    Psalms  147 

DECEMBER 

1    Jeremiah  17 :1-15 

2      Luke   5:27-39 

3    Luke   6:1-26 

4    Luke   6 :27-49 

5    Acts  2 

6  Sunday   Acts  26 

7    Romans  5 

8    Romans  8 

9    Romans   12 


10    Romans    15:1-13 

11    I   Corinthians   13 

12   I  Corinthians  15:1-22 

18  Universal  Bible  Sunday   Psalms  119:41-56 

14    Psalms   119:105-120 

15    Galatians  5 

16    Ephesians  4 

17    I  Thessalonians  5 

18    Hebrews   11:1-16 

19  I  John  3 

20  Sunday    Isaiah  40 

21    John    1:1-18 

22    Lsaiah   9:1-7 

23    Isaiah    53 

24    Matthew  l:lS-25 

25  Christmas   Matthew  2:1-12 

26    Matthew  2 :13-23 

27  Sunday   Luke  4:1-21 

28    Isaiah  55 

29  " Pi-overbs  10 

30  Pi-overbs  13 

31  Psalms  90 


SOUTHERN    INDIANA    LAYMEN   TAKE   NOTE 

The  Southern  Indiana  District  Laymen  will  hold  their 
regular  quarterly  meeting  at  the  Mexico  Brethren  Church, 
on  Monday  evening,  November  16th.  Election  of  officers 
for  the  coming  year  at  this  meeting.  A  good  attendance 
is  therefore  urged. 

Supper  will  be  served  from  6:00  to  7:30.  and  program 
will  follow. 

Guy  V.  Purdy,   Sec. 


NOTICE 

The  Cumberland,  Maryland  Brethren  wishes  to  an- 
nounce that  their  Pastor.  Milton  M.  Robinson,  has  re- 
signed, taking  effect  on  January  4.  19.=>4. 

We  would  appreciate  hearing  from  any  one  interested 
in  becocning  our  Pastor. 

ITie  Pulpit  Committee  consists  of: 

Mrs.   F.   J.   Beachley.    801    Hilltop    Drive,    Cumberland. 
Md..  Mrs.  D.  F.  Smith,  Mrs.  H.  L.  Stump. 
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Giu>^t   Writer,  for  this  Topic,  Kov.  David  Rambsel,  Pas- 
tor. \N  illiacnstow  n.  Ohio,  Brothron  Church. 


Topic  for   Novennbor   L"),   1953 

CAISE  FOR   REJOICING 

Scripture   Reading:   Psalm   92 

INTROnrCTION:  As  we  approach  the  Thanksgiving 
season,  we  roalizo  a.s  wo  count  our  blessings  that  we  have 
great  cause  for  rejoicing.  "It  is  a  good  thing  to  give 
thanks  unto  the  Lord."  The  writer  of  the  Ninety-second 
Psalm  reminds  us  that  thanksgiving  is  both  a  tribute 
we  owe  to  God  and  a  delightful  occupation  in  itself.  It  is 
a  good  think  to  have  a  thankful  spirit,  both  to  show  ap- 
preciation for  the  different  ways  in  which  other  people 
help  us  and  to  think  of  (Jod  as  the  Final  Source  of  all 
blessings. 

1.  THERE  IS  SOMETHING  BEAUTIFUL  AND  IM- 
PRESSIVE about  any  true  expression  of  thanks.  A  fine 
expression  of  gratitude  is  found  in  the  life  of  Robert 
Louis  Stevenson.  Having  hcen  stricken  with  a  fatal  ill- 
ness, Stevenson  sought  quiet  and  rest  in  a  favorable  cli- 
mate on  a  far-away  island  in  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

Conditions  on  the  island  were  far  from  ideal.  The  na- 
tive chiefs  disputed  and  quari'eled  continuously.  Little  by 
little,  Stevenson  tried  to  improve  conditions,  winning 
and  showing  them  how  to  settle  their  differences.  Ho 
even  entered  the  prisons,  cheering  the  men  and  often 
bringing  about  their  release. 

The  Samoans  did  their  utmost  to  show  their  thankful- 
ness. They  made  Stevenson  one  of  their  own  people  and 
gave  him  a  Samoan  name.  They  also  constructed  a  road 
to  connect  his  house  with  the  public  highway.  The  na- 
tives named  it  "The  Road  of  Gratitude." 

This  story  is  worth  telling,  not  only  for  the  beautiful 
gi-atitude  it  reveals,  but  for  the  happy  name  of  the  road 
to  which  it  introduces  us,  "The  Road  of  Gratitude." 

2.  THANKFULNESS  IS  THE  MARK  OF  A  WISE 
PERSON. 

Prai.se  to  God  who  gave  you  life, 

Who  gave  you  feeling  and  a  soul; 

Praise    to    your   parents    who   care    for   you, 

Who    with    all    their   love   have    surrounded    you; 

Praise  to  Eaith  who  in  her  body 

Keeps  valuable  things  for  men  to  use; 

Praise  to  Natuie  who  gives  you  all 

Your  food,  your  clothing  and  great  power 

To  use  her  secrets  with  great  care; 

Praise  to  Love  who  with  all  her  strength 

Keeps   you   attached    with   all    your  friends. 

This  simple  poem  has  come  from  a  Gicek  pupil  in  a 
Christian   .school   in  Tuikey.   It   is   a  deep   expression   of 


thanks   for   blessings   given   by   (uxl,   by  parents  and  th( 
things  ill  our  universe. 

Wo  cannot  provide  everything  wo  need  for  life,  health, 
and  happiness.  Our  rejoicing  then  must  include  all  the 
men  and  women  whose  daily  toil  ministers  to  our  comfort, 
all  the  neighbors  and  friends  we  enjoy,  every  loved  one 
at  home  or  at  a  distance. 

3.  REJOICING  FOR  GOD'S  GUIDANCE  AND  BLESS- 
ING. The  Psalmist  lived  in  a  time  when  some  evildoers 
wore  enjoying  prosperity  while  some  good  people  were 
having  much  trouble.  (Psalm  92:7).  We  are  privileged  to 
say  with  the  Psalmist:  the  spiritually  sensitive  person  is 
aware  of  and  grateful  for  God's  guidance.  "For  Thou, 
Lord,  has  made  me  glad  through  thy  work:  I  will  triumph 
in  the  works  of  thy  hands,"  (Psalm  92:4)  declares  the 
writer,  referring  to  the  acts  of  God  he  had  seen  with  his 
own  eyes. 

4.  GRATITUDE  IS  THE  MARK  OF  A  POSITIVE 
SPIRIT  which  has  learned  the  secret  of  keeping  happy 
in  difficult  situations.  An  old  hymn  tells  us  to  look  close- 
ly at  the  good  side  of  life:  "Count  your  many  blessings. 
Name  them  one  by  one  .  .  .  See  what  God  hath  done." 
Many  of  us  do  quite  the  opposite. 

Daily  lejoicing  is  the  finest  kind  of  thanksgiving.  It  iS' 
beautiful.  It  is  the  mark  of  a  wise  person,  the  mark  of 
a  person  given  to  God.  It  indicates  joy  and  happiness  in 
our  Saviour.  It  is  to  such  rejoicing  that  the  Psalmist 
calls  us. 

FOR  YOUR  MEETING 

How  can  a  spirit  of  rejoicing  and  thankfulness  change 
your  life? 

Should  God  continue  to  bless  His  ungrateful  children? 
Will  He? 


COMING  EVENTS 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 


CARLETO-N,  NEBRASKA.  Homecoming,  and  Lord's 
Acre  Ingathering — Noviember  1.5th — Speaker  Rev.  W. 
Clayton  Berkshire,  General  Secretary  of  the  Missionary 
Board  of  the  Brethren  Church.  Rev.  Thomas  Shannon, 
Pastor. 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  November  Family  Fel- 
lowship Night — November  16th — Rev.  H.  H.  Rowsey, 
Pastor. 

COUNTY  LINE  (Lapaz),  INDIANA.  Revival  Services 
— November  2nd  to  15th — Rev.  R.  K.  Higgins,  Evange- 
list; Herbert  R.  Gilmer,  Pastor. 

MULVANE,  KANSAS.  Evangelistic  Meetings— Novem- 
ber 1st  to  15th — Rev.  C.  C.  Grisso,  Evangelist,  Rev.  J.  F. 
Burton,  Pastor. 

FLORA,  INDIANA.  Evangelistic  Meeting— November 
8th  to  22nd — Conducted  by  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Harry  E. 
Richer,  of  Peru,  Indiana.  Rev.  C.  A.  Stewart,  Pastor. 

WILLIAMSTOWN,  OHIO.  Revival  Services— November 
22nd  to  29th — Rev.  George  Solomon,  Evangelist;  Rev. 
Dave  Rambsel,  Pastor. 
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jPrayer  YHeetiny 
Studies 

Hij  Q.  T.  Qilmev 


OUR  DUTY  TOWARD  THE  AFFLICTED 

THE  SCRIPTURE  ENJOINS  US  to  sympathize  with 
the  afflicted  (Romans  12:15;  Gal.  6:2).  The  follow- 
ing is  a  stanza  taken  from  Henry  Ward  Beecher's  poem, 
"The  Heart's  Cry  for  Sympathy"— 

"0  friends,  I  pray  tonight, 
Keep  not  your  kisses  for  my  dead,  cold  blow; 
The  way  is  lonely;  let  me  feel  them  now; 
Think  gently  of  me;  I  am  travel  worn, 
My   faltering   feet   are   pierced   with   many   a    thorn; 
Forgive!  ah,  hearts  estranged  I  plead! 
When  dreamless  rest  is  mine,  I  shall  not  need 

The   tenderness  for  which   I   long  tonight." 

As  Christians  we  are  not  to  be  self-interested  and  self- 
centered  (Gal.  2:20;  2  Cor.  5:14,  15)  but  sympathetic, 
loving  as  brethren,  tenderhearted  (1  Peter  3:8).  If  God's 
comfort  has  met  our  own  suffering  then  we  should  have 
understanding  sympathy  for  others  afflicted  (2  Cor.  1:4, 
6).  Unless  we  oui'selves  have  suffered  in  vain,  we  should 
know  how  to  comfort  and  be  useful  to  the  afflicted. 

"If  I  had  known  your  heart  was  aching  so 
With  loneliness  and  yearning  for  a  friend, 
And  known  what  road  alone   you  had  to  go. 
Had  dreamed  what  bit  of  gladness  I  might  lend, 
I  W'ould  have  been  the  help  I  meant  to  be 
If  I  had  really  known  you  needed  me. 

"Had  I  but  known  God  led  you  there  that  day 
To  wait  for  me,  that  I  might  ease  your  pain 
And  walk  with  you  a  mile  along  the  way 
Until  you  felt  your  load  grow  light  again, 
Then  would  my  blinded  eyes  be  made  to   see. 
If  I  had  known  you  counted  so  on  me." 

If  we  want  comfort,  let  us  give  comfort.  It  is  by  com- 
forting others  that  we  forget  our  own  sad  cares.  We  are 
to  comfort  the  afflicted  (Job  16:5;  29:25;  1  Thess.  4:18). 
Now  is  the  time  to  relieve  the  afflicted  (Job  31:19,20; 
Isaiah  58:10;  Phil.  4:14;  1  Tim.  5:10). 

"The   bread  that  bringeth   strength  I  want    to    give. 
The  water  pure  that  bids  the  thirsty  live, 
I  want  to  help  the  fainting  day  by  day; 
I'm  sure  I  shall  not  pass  again  this  way. 

"I  want  to  give  the  oil  of  joy  for  tears. 

The   faith   to   conquer  crowding  doubts   and  fears; 

Beauty  for  ashes  may  I  give  away; 

I'm  sure  I  shall  not  pass  again  this  way." 


"'I'he  ii:U(i<:i<:Hi  h<,-art  in  not  th«;  h<;art 

That  makes  the  greatest  hHow; 
F'ut  the  one  that  comes  in  the  hour  of  grief 

And  h(;ip8  to  bear  the  blow. 

"'i'he  greatest  life  ia  never  the  one 
That  of  wondrous  deeds  can  boast; 

I5ut  the   life   that  sweetens  some  other  life 
And  supplies  its  needs  the  most." 


r.i:'.i),  to 
for   them 


We  art!  to  bf-ai'  the  afflicted  in  mind  ( Heb. 
pity  them  (Job  6:14),  and  certainly  to  pray 
(Acts  12:5;  Phil.  1:16,  1  9;  James  5:14-16). 

My  Father,  give  to  me  I  jnay, 
A   heart    that's    big    with    sympathy 

For  others'  woe  and  urgent  need 
In  time  of  their  extremity. 

Teach  me  to  feel  another's  hurt, 

Help  me  to  hide  the  fault  I  see, 
That  I  to  every  one  may  show 

The  mercy  Thou  hast  shown  to  me. 

H.  Elizabeth  Hoyt. 


We  are  to  visit  the  afflicted  (James  1:271 
tect  them  (Psalm  82:3;  Prov.  31:5). 


and  to  pro- 


Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vanator 

Lesson   for   November   15,    1953 

GOOD  STEWARDS  OF  GOD'S  GIFTS 

Lesson:   Psalm   24:1;    Leviticus  25:18-22;   .Malachi   3:7-lU; 
I    Corinthians    16:2 

TT  HAS  BEEN  TRULY  SAID  that  the  basis  of  all  stew- 

ardship  is  to  be  found  in  the  fii^st  verse  of  our  lesson 
text— Psalm  24:1— "The  earth  is  the  Lord's,  and  the  ful- 
ness thereof,  the  world,  and  they  that  dwell  therein."  But 
as  a  man  prospers  materially  there  comes  with  such  pros- 
perity the  danger  that  he  may  forget  the  Lord  who  made 
his  prosperity  possible,  for  whatever  ability  and  power  we 
have  to  increase  our  wealth  comes  fi-om  Him.  God  has 
given  us  material  blessings  in  order  that  w-e  may,  in  turn, 
use  them  for  the  fonvaiding  of  His  own  plans  and  pur- 
poses. 

We  need  to  remember  that  stewai-ddiip  has  to  do  w-ith 
more  than  mere  dealings  with  material  possessions.  We 
read  in  Acts  that  the  Bereans  were  the  type  of  people 
who  "first  of  all  gave  their  ow^l  selves  unto  the  Lord." 
and  after  that  they  found  jt  easy  to  provide  for  the  needs 
of  others.  Someone  has  rightly  said  that  "there  ai-e  two 
terms  to  be  used  in  connection  with  man's  discoveiy  of 
God's  claims — surrender  and  conseci-ation."  The  act  of 
surrender  may  bring  with  it  somewhat  of  pain  in  the 
parting  with  some  of  the  things  we  are  so  apt  to  need- 
lessly cling  to.  But  when  the  surrender  is  finally  made 
then  conies  the  painless  task  of  subjecting  himself  to 
anything  which  God  may  oi\lor. 

An\ong  the  things  which  seem  to  be  the  most  difficult 
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is  the  matter  oi  submitting  ono'a  self  to  tlio  plan  \vhj\h 
God  has  set  forth  in  His  Woni  concerning  the  subject  of 
TITHIN'G.  One  of  the  most  significant  vei"ses  to  be  found 
in  the  Bible  concerning  this  matter  is  to  be  found  in  the 
eighth  verse  of  Malachi.  chapter  three:  "Will  a  man  rob 
God  ?  Yet  ye  have  mbbed  nie.  But  ye  say,  Wherein  have 
we  robbed  thee?  IN  TITHES  AND  OFFERINGS."  Hig- 
ley's  Commentary  on  this  verse  has  this  to  say:  "Men  rob 
banks,  cash  registers  and  men,  but  will  a  man  rob  God  ? 
It  is  terrible  to  rob  the  Ci-eator.  Yet  the  spirit  of  covet- 
ousness  will  not  only  rob  God,  but  will,  if  it  can,  even  un- 
seat Him  fi-om  His  very  thi-one  .  .  .  The  principle  em- 
bodied is,  that  man  should  gratefully  devote  to  God  a 
share  of  that  which  God  in  His  goodness  has  bestowed 
upon  him.  It  seems  logical  that  when  God's  people  are 
faithful  in  giving  their  tithes  and  offerings,  there  should 
be  tremendous  results  in  the  work  of  God  in  this  world." 
It  is  because  we  have  held  back  tithes  and  refused  to  give 
offerings  that  the  work  of  the  Loi-d  has  been  delayed  and 
cii-cumvented. 

There  are  four  things  that  we  need  to  remember  in 
connection  with  this  lesson: 

1.  It  is  time  that  we  take  notice  of  the  fact  that  God 
is  still  the  OWNER  of  all  that  is  in  this  world.  This  is 
the  foremost  step  in  the  essence  of  a  life  of  stewardship. 
Without  this  acknoweledgment  we  are  in  no  frame  of 
mind  to  become  real  stewards. 

2.  The  way  we  contribute  to  the  cause  of  the  Lord  is 
of  much  greater  importance  than  what  we  possess.  It  is 
not  what  we  have  given  that  counts  so  much  as  what  we 
have  left  after  the  gift. 

3.  Remember  that  the  Bible  still  says,  "Bring  in  the 
tithes  and  offerings." 

4.  Our  giving  should  be  systematic.  Our  giving  should 
be  done  for  the  glory  of  the  Lord.  The  tithe  should  be 
PAID  freely,  with  no  thought  of  any  personal  gain.  The 
RESULTS  OF  OUR  GIVING  should  be  left  to  the  Lord. 
He  will  do  even  more  than  we  ask  or  think. 


Items     of   General    Interest 
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end  of  the  sanctuary,  along  with  the  reversing  of  the 
direct'on  of  the  pews.  A  new  door  will  be  placed  in  what 
i.s  now  the  rear  of  the  sanctuary,  it  being  the  end  of 
the  church  which  faces  the  stieet.  Their  gas  heating  per- 
mit has  been  approved,  and  the  heating  unit  was  to  have 
been  installed  as  of  this  date. 

PERU,  INDIANA.  The  sound  film  strip,  "Seek  V( 
Fii*8t,"  was  shown  on  a  recent  Sunday  evening. 

WABASH,  INDIANA,  COLLEGE  CORNER  BRETH- 
REN. Brother  and  Sister  Bright  Hanna,  and  family  have 
moved  into  the  parsonage,  being  happily  settled  in  time 
for  the  College  Corner  Homecoming  Semces  held  on  Oc- 
tober 11th. 

HOWE,  INDIANA,  BRIGHTON  BRETHRP^N.  Home- 
coming and  Rally  Day  was  observed  on  October  11th. 
The  Pastor,  Brother  Smith  F.  Rose,  brought  the  morninjr 


niossagc.   This   was  followed   with   a   Carry-in   Fellowship 
meal.  A  Musical  program  was  presented  at  1:30. 

A  "Monday  Evening  Teacher  Training  Series"  began  on 
October  12th,  with  the  film,  "No  Vacant  Chairs."  A  dis- 
cussion period  followed.  Brother  Rose  reports  a  good  at- 
tendance. The  second  meeting,  a  week  later,  featured  the 
film,  "The  Teacher." 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  Brother  J.  D.  Hamel,  Pastor  of 
the  South  Bend  Church,  was  guest  speaker  at  the  after- 
noon service  of  the  Goshen  Homecoming  on  October  18th. 

NAPPANEE,  INDIANA.  The  Brethren  Youth  of  the 
Nappanee  Church  have  set  the  hour  of  5:30  on  Sun- 
day evenings  for  their  meeting  time.  .Brother  Virgil  E. 
Meyer  has  ananged  to  give  a  series  of  six  discussions  on 
"What  the  Brethren  Church  Teaches." 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  The  combined  W.  M.  S.  Public 
Service  was  held  Sunday  evening,  November  1st,  with 
Mrs.  Russell  Rodkey,  National  W.  M.  S.  President,  avS 
speaker. 

LANARK,  ILLINOIS.  A  joint  meeting  of  the  Lanark 
and  Milledgeville  Laymen  was  held  recently  in  the  Lan- 
ark church. 

SPECIAL:  The  Pearl  Yoder  Circle  of  Johnstown, 
Penna.,  First  Church,  through  Mrs.  Harry  Ferrier,  has 
given  the  Publishing  House  an  excellent  supply  of  cloths 
for  use  in  our  press  room.  We  give  our  sincere  thanks  for 
their  thoughtfulness. 


Uhurcms 


MULVANE,  KANSAS 

Brother  and  Sister  J.  F.  Burton  began  their  pastoral 
work  in  the  Mulvane  Brethren  Church  the  first  Sunday  of 
September,  1951.  Since  then  33  have  been  added  to  the 
church  upon  confession  of  faith  and  Christian  baptism, 
and  6  added  by  lettei-  and  former  baptism;  making  a 
total  of  39  added  to  the  fellowship  of  the  church.  Thus, 
the  Lord,  through  the  Holy  Spirit,  has  richly  blessed  the 
work  by  the  salvation  of  souls;  may  His  Holy  Name  be 
praised  for  it. 

All  the  sei-vices  of  the  church  increased  in  attendance 
to  such  an  extent  that  the  old  building  was  not  edequate 
to  meet  the  needs  of  the  growing  Sunday  School,  which 
reached  the  record  attendance  of  153.  The  record  average 
attendance  for  one  month  was  140.  Consequently,  the 
membership  saw  that  the  church  plant  must  be  remodelled 
and  enlarged  if  The  Brethren  Church  here  would  accept 
the  challenge  presented  to  them  by  the  Lord  in  the  grow- 
ing town  of  Mulvane. 

The   church   responded  in   a  splendid  way,  and  the  re- 
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modeling  begun.  It  is  continuing  without  the  Iobr  of  any 
of  the  services.  The  now  auditorium  will  b(!  o(|uippcd 
with  new  pews  and  new  pulpit  furniture,  and  will  seat 
200  people.  In  addition  to  the  auditorium  and  the  main 
basement,  there  will  be  eiglit  separate  Sunday  School 
[rooms.  The  auditorium,  together  with  two  Sunday  School 
rooms  which  can  be  opened  up  for  special  occasions,  will 
seat  260  people.  These  splendid  facilities  are  imperative, 
and  should  adequately  meet  the  needs  of  this  growing 
church  for  some  time  to  come. 

The  prayer  meetings  grew  in  attendance  to  55,  com- 
posed of  adults,  young  people,  boys  and  girls.  Foi-  best 
results,  the  group  was  divided.  Bi'other  Wayne  Howaid 
directs  the  prayer  meeting  and  .Bible  study  for  the  young 
people  and  the  boys  and  girls,  and  the  pastor  J.  F.  Bur- 
ton, has  charge  of  the  adult  gi'oup.  The  results  are  grati- 
fying. 

The  church  has  secured  the  services  of  Rev.  C.  C. 
Grisso,  Mexico,  Indiana,  to  conduct  an  evangelistic  meet- 
ing beginning  November  3rd. 

Eula  Kessinger,  Secretary. 


HADDIX,   KENTUCKY 

The  Haddix  School  has  an  enrollment  of  seventy  pupils. 
The  Bible  is  taught  to  all  grades,  five  days  a  week.  On 
September  14th,  the  Brethren  Youth  Ambassador's  Quar- 
tet conducted  Chapel  Sei'vices,  which  were  enjoyed  by  all. 
Simday  School  is  held  every  Sunday  morning,  and  also 
Mid-Week  prayer  meetings.  Prayer  is  needed  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  this  work. 

Miss  Marjorie  Stoffer,  and  Mrs.  Myrtle  Kessinger. 


ROANOKE,  INDIANA 

On  October  8th,  the  Roanoke  W.  M.  S.  was  hostess  to 
the  District  Rally,  which  included  societies  from  Roann, 
Akron,  Huntington,  North  Manchester,  College  Corner, 
and  Roanoke. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  10:30  A.  M.  by 
Mrs.  Myrtle  Rainey,  who  was  presiding  officer  for  the 
forenoon  session.  The  theme  for  the  day  was  "World 
Wide  Vision." 

A  piano  prelude  by  Mrs.  Harry  Mishjer  of  North  Man- 
chester, was  followed  by  the  group  repeating  the  follow- 
ing: Call  to  Worship,  "Whoso  draws  nigh  to  God  through 
doubtings  dire,  God  will  advance  a  mile  in  blazing  light 
to  Him."  Mrs.  Rainey  gave  the  address  of  welcome.  "Open 
My  Eyes,  That  I  May  See,"  was  sung  by  the  group,  with 
Mi's.  Ethel  Home  as  song  leader,  and  Mrs.  Mishler  at 
the  piano. 

Mrs.  Floyd  Tosh,  of  the  Huntington  group,  led  the  de- 
votions from  1st  John  4th  chapter,  and  offered  prayer. 
During  the  Business  Session,  the  minutes  of  the  pre- 
vious Rally  were  heard,  and  approved.  The  Vice-Presi- 
dents of  the  various  groups  were  asked  to  meet  at  the 
noon  hour,  to  decide  on  the  place  of  the  1954  meeting. 
Also,  the  presidents  were  asked  to  meet  to  nominate  a 
secretary.  The  group  voted  to  continue  sending  our  offer- 
ings to  the  Shipshewana  Fund.  A  roll  call  of  the  societies 


was  given,  and  a  very  intercHting  repoit  of  the  work  done 

by  each  society. 

'I'he  roll  call  of  (;hurcheH  nhowed,  North  ManchtitiU-r, 
'.i'.>;  Akron,  7;  Roann,  12;  College  Corner,  15;  Huntingt^in, 
17,  and  Roanoke,  29;  making  a  total  of  110  for  the  day. 

'J'he  Akron  W.  M.  S.  gave  a  special  numlx,'r  in  «ong, 
"Jesus  is  Always  There."  A  veiy  interesting  and  unique- 
Round  Table  Forum  was  then  led  by  Mrs.  Helen  Hunter, 
of  the  North  Manchester  group,  a.sHisted  by  the  following 
ladies,  who  each  discussed  one  of  our  W.  M.  S.  goals. 
They  were,  Mrs.  Noah  Gundy,  .Mrs.  Glen  Wertenlxfrger, 
Mrs.  Ezra  P'rantz,  Mrs.  Jack  Alger,  Mrs.  Guy  Purdy,  Mrs. 
Geor-ge  Harshman,  Mrs.  Han-y  .Mishler,  .Mrs.  Glen  Wal- 
ther,  Mrs.  Howar-d  Norfoid,  and  .Mrs.  Krvin  .Metzger. 

After  a  song,  "Break  Thou  the  Bread  of  Life,"  Rev. 
S.  C.  Henderson,  of  Roanoke,  gave  the  Benediction,  and 
offered  grace  for  the  meal  to  follow.  A  very  delicioufi 
pot-luck  luncheon  was  sei-ved  in  the  church  dining  room, 
with  beautiful  fall  flowers  for  table  decor-ations. 

As  the  ladies  reassembled  at  1:30  P.  .M.  in  the  church 
auditorium,  an  organ  prelude  was  rendered  by  Miss  Lor- 
enna  Zent.  Mrs.  Phyllis  Williams  presided  at  the  after- 
noon session.  Devotions  were  in  charge  of  the  Roann 
group.  "Pentecostal  Power,"  was  sung,  after  which  Mrs. 
R.  G.  Bealer,  of  Huntington,  as  speaker  for  the  after- 
noon session,  gave  a  very  inspiring  message,  using  as 
her  subject,  "We  Have  What  We  Share."  She  said,  "As 
a  man  thinketh  in  his  heart,  so  is  he,"  and  we  wear  the 
face  we  desei-ve. 

"If  we  women  dedicate  our  thoughts  to  the  Lord,  he  can 
say,  "Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  sei-\ant."  The  fol- 
lowing reports  were  given.  The  next  meeting  to  be  held 
at  Roann.  The  new  secretary,  Mrs.  Floyd  Tosh,  of  Hunt- 
ington. The  offering  to  Shipshewana  Fund  was  ^87.50. 
The  free  will  offering  to  the  Ashland  building  fund, 
$77.77. 

Mrs.  Ross  Briner-,  Mrs.  Harold  Baker.  Mi-s.  Clarence 
Kindley,  Mrs.  Arden  Avers,  and  Mrs.  Lester  Urschel,  of 
the  North  Manchester  group,  rendei'ed  a  special  number 
in  song,  after  which  we  all  sang,  "I  Would  Be  True,"  and 
were  then  dismissed  with  the  W.  M.  S.  Benediction. 

Mrs.  Ethel  B.  Home,  Secretary,  Roanoke,  Ind. 
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SCHMIEDT.  Mary  ^Ronk)  Schmiedt  was  bo  in  al  Tur- 
lock,  Calif.,  May  21.  1894,  and  died  at  the  family  home 
near  Manteca,  Calif.,  on  August  16,  1953,  aged  59.  Sur- 
vived by  husband.  Guss  Schmiedt:  daughter.  Dorothy 
Schmiedt;  son,  Lester  Alan;  and  two  grandsons.  Leaves 
also  four  bi-others.  George  T.  and  Albert  T.  Ronk,  of 
Cedar  Rapids.  Iowa:  Willis  Ronk,  of  Goshen.  Ind.;  and 
Kenneth  Ronk,  of  Santa  Cruz,  Calif.  Was  an  active  and 
faithful  member  of  the  Brethren  Chuivh  fix>ni  her  early 
life.  until  physical  affliction  halted  her  active  work.  Guss 
and  Mary  Schmiedt  were  married  35  yeai^s  ago  by  the 
undersigned. 

J.  Weslev  Piatt. 
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Where  Will  Our  Home  Mission  Money  Be  Spent? 
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Eleven  churches  are  receiving  monthly  help  fronn  Honne 

Mission  funds. 

The  work  at  Lost  Creek,  Kentucky,  receives  monthly 
help  for  operating  expenses.  Insurance  and  maintenance 
for  buildings  is  the  financial  responsibility  of  the  Missionary 
Board. 

Salary  support  for  a  full-time  worker  at  Krypton,  Ken- 
tucky (Miss  Margaret  Lowery). 


Insurance  and   maintenance  on  the  buildings  at  Kryp- 


ton. 


Establishing  new  churches — buying  lots,  providing  par- 
sonages, salaries  and  other  related  expenses. 

Office  expenses,  secretary's  travel  expenses. 
Promotion,  literature,  etc. 
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A  CHALLENGE 

Our  churches  on  the  alert  for  every  place  of 
need  and  opportunity. 

No  areas  neglected  which  need    a    Christian 
witness. 

No  nelohborhood  unchurched. 


No  place  overlooked  where  a    church    might      ^         v^ 
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COMING  EVENTS 


We  invite  all  Pastors,  church  leaders,  to  avail  them- 
selves of  this  column,  for  announcing  special  events  in 
their  churches.  Be  sure  the  information  reaches  us  at 
least   thi-ee  weeks  ahead  of  date  of  scheduled  event. 


JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  THIRD  BRETHREN.  Revival 
Meeting — November  9th  to  22nd — Rev.  John  F.  Locke, 
Evangelist,  Rev.  E.  M.  Riddle,  Pastor. 

HOWE,  INDIANA,  BRIGHTON  BRETHREN,  Holy 
Communion — November  15th — Rev.  Smith  F.  Rose,  Pas- 
tor. 

LOUISVILLE,  OHIO.  Northeastern  Ohio  Brethren 
Youth  Rally — November  15th — afternoon.  Larry  Sheets, 
N.  0.  B.  Y.  President,  Rev.  L.  V.  King,  Pastor. 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  Revival  Sei-vices— November  15th 
to    22nd — Rev.    Spencer    Gentle,    Evangelist-Pastor. 

CARLETON,  NEBRASKA.  Homecoming,  and  Lord's 
Acre  Ingathering — November  15th — Speaker  Rev,  W. 
Clayton  Berkshire,  General  Secretary  of  the  Missionary 
Board  of  the  Brethren  Church.  Rev.  Thomas  Shannon, 
Pastor. 

(Continued  on  Page   8) 


DR.  E.  E.  JACOBS 

DR.  EDWIN  E,  JACOBS,  President  Emeritus  of  Ash- 
land College,  died  Friday  evening,  Octolber  30th,  at  his 
home  in  California.  The  funeral  was  held  the  following 
Tuesday, 

Dr,  Jacobs  wa.s  President  of  Ashland  College  from 
1919  to  1936.  A  full  obituary  will  appear  in  the  Evan- 
gelist al  a  later  date. 

The  Brotherhood  is  deeply  indebted  to  Dr,  Jacobs  for 
the  service  which  he  rendered  to  the  College  and  the 
Church,  Let  us  join  our  prayers  in  behalf  of  the  bereaved 
loved   ones   of   this   stalwart    pillar   of   the    Brethren, 


Itevns  of  general  Interest 


ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  hxAhar  Freeman  Ankrum 
reports  that  the  road  by  the  side  of  the  chuich  has  bfioii 
graded  and  covered  with  limestone.  He  also  notes  that 
the  new  cistern  contains  a  sizeable  amount  of  water  from 
the  recent  rains,  and  is  now  jx-ady  for  the  pump. 

LTN'WOOD,    MARYLAND.    Brothr-r    Dyoll     Belote, 


cording  to  his  bulletin,  is  able  to  be  out  and  to  drive  his 
car  again. 

Guest  speaker,  Sunday  morning,  October  25th,  was 
Rev,  W.  Clayton  Berkshire,  General  Secretary  of  the  Mis- 
sionary (Board  of  the  Brethren  Church. 

BERLIN,  PENNA.  The  first  issue  of  "The  Mountain 
Top,"  a  bi-monthly  parish  paper  prepared  by  Brother 
Lyle  Lichtenberger  for  his  congregation,  has  arrived  at 
the  Editor's  desk.  The  three  color  front  page,  a  repro- 
duction of  the  Berlin  church,  was  done  by  the  silk  screen 
method.  The  paper  is  full  of  news,  interesting  items  and 
announcements. 

The  Revival  Meeting  which  Brother  Lichtenberger  was 
to  have  held  for  the  Brethren  at  Maurertown,  Virginia, 
mentioned  in  the  column  a  few  weeks  ago,  was  post- 
poned indefinitely  because  of  the  illness  of  Sister  Miller, 
wife  of  Brother  E.  L.  Miller,  Pastor  at  Maurertown. 

PITTSBURGH,  PENNA.  Brother  Ralph  E.  Mills  was 
guest  speaker  over  radio  station  WWSW,  Sunday  morn- 
ing, November  8th. 

.Brother  Mills  was  scheduled  to  present  the  Review  of 
the  Mission  Study  Book,  "Within  These  Borders,"  on 
Sunday  evening,  November  15th. 

LOUISVILLE,  OHIO,  Rev.  John  Grimley  was  guest 
speaker  at  a  Joint  Missionary  Rally,  Sunday  evening,  Oc- 
tober 18th. 

Brother   L.    V.    King   observed   "Twins  Night,"   Sunday 
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I'atkers  lousiness  ^ 


THE  VERY  BEAUTIFUL  STORY  of  Jesus'  interview 
with  the  learned  doctors  in  the  temple  at  His  early 
age  of  twelve  years,  is  worthy  of  considerati''n  at  this 
time.  Luke  2:41-52  gives  to  us  this  importani  expenence 
in  the  life  of  our  Lord. 

Picture  Jesus  as  He  ar.ticipa'c-,  this  tiip  to  Jerusalem. 
Through  the  years,  His  par^^nts  have  instructed  Him  in 
the  Jewish  law,  its  piecepts  and  observances.  Now,  hav- 
ing heai'd  of  Jerusalem,  He  is  soon  to  see  it.  All  went 
well  at  Jerusalem  until,  after  having  started  home, 
Joseph  and  Mary  discover  that  Jesus  was  not  with  them. 
In  haste  they  returned,  and  three  days  having  passed, 
they  found  Him  in  the  temple,  sitting  in  the  midst  of  the 
doctors,  both  hearing  them  and  asking  them  questions. 

Mary  questioned  her  Son  about  His  actions,  to  which 
He  replied,  "Wist  ye  not  that  I  must  be  about  my  Fa- 
ther's business!"  This  statement  was  definitely  incompre- 
hensible to  Mary  and  Joseph.  Jesus,  though,  was  obedient 
to  them,  and  accompanied  them  back  to  Nazareth. 

There  is  nothing  revealed  in  the  scriptures  as  to  the 
natui'e  or  content  of  the  questions  which  passed  between 
the  learned  men  of  the  temple  and  Jesus.  Whatever  the 
subjects  during  the  days  of  disputation,  let  it  be  noted 
that  "all  that  heard  him  were  astonished  at  his  under- 
standing and  answers." 

Was  He  telling  them  of  His  Deity — that  He  was  the 
Son  of  God?  Was  He  telling  them  that  He  was  the  prom- 
ised Messiah?  Surely  Jesus  knew  tliat  He  was  all  this. 
Did  He  picture  to  them  the  pui-pose  for  which  He  had 
come — to  die  on  the  cross  to  save  men  from  their  sin? 
Did  He  illuminate  for  them  the  weaknesses  of  their  le- 
galistic religious  practices?  Was  the  group  which  heard 
Him  acceptable  to  His  teachings,  or  did  they  make  fun 
of  Him,  ridicule  Him,  or  condemn  Him  ?  Did  He  at  this 
early  age  plant  the  seeds  of  jealousy,  discontent,  or  em- 
barrassment which  sprung  into  vicious  oppostion  two 
decades  later  during  His  active  ministry?  On  all  of  these 
questions  we  can  merely  speculate,  for  the  scriptures 
were  silent.  Yet  herein  is  much  food  for  thought. 

ONE  THING  IS  CERTAIN— HE  WAS  ABOUT  HIS 
FATHER'S  BUSINESS!  We  are  convinced  that  Jesus 
did  not  lose  an  opportunity  to  tell  these  learned  men  of 
His  day  who  He  was  and  why  He  had  come.  Jesus  never 
missed  an  opportunity  to  reveal  Himself  to  those  around 
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Him.  Certainly  '"His  Father's  business'*  in  Christ  was 
that  Christ,  the  "Lamb  slain  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world,"  should  fulfill  all  righteousness,  making  available 
the  way  to  God,  for  all  who  come  to  Him.  The  Father'? 
business  is   making  salvation   available   to   all. 

Christ,  from  then  on.  continued  on  this  course.  In  His 
active  ministry.  He  healed  the  sick,  bound  up  the  broken 
hearted,  brought  the  dead  back  to  life,  gave  sight  to  the 
blind,  and  went  to  the  cross  to  die  for  the  sins  of  men. 
He  rose  triumphantly,  ascended  into  heaven  with  the  two- 
fold promise  of  prepai-ing  a  place  and  coming  again,  upon 
His  lips.  He  is  coming  again  for  all  who  truly  are  His. 
and  for  this  we  earnestly  pray. 

This,  we  believe  was  included  in  Jesus"  statenieni. 
"About  my  Father's  business.'"  That's  why  the  doctors  in 
the  temple  were  astonished  when  He  spoke.  In  the  face 
of  the  selfishness,  self-righteousness  and  bitterness  and 
"works  for  righteousness"  of  that  day.  it  truly  was  an  as- 
tonishing doctrine.  To  live  to  do  something  for  othei"s 
was  not  in  the  thinking  of  the  i-eligious  leadei-s  of  that 
day.  Tlie  poor,  the  sick,  the  hungry  existed  apart  from 
the    smugness    of   religious   organization   of   that   day.   It 

(Continued  on   Page  101 
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1953  Pennsylvania 

District  Conference 
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T  COUNT  IT  A  DISTINCT  HONOK  you  have  coiifencd 
on  me  to  sen'e  you  as  Moderator  for  the  past  year. 
I  accepted  it  with  mis-givings  and  in  humility,  but  in  the 
strength  of  the  Lord.  I  will  relinquish  it  in  the  same 
spirit.  Your  i-ule  that  a  Moderator  cannot  succeed  him- 
self, is  a  good  rule — particularly  now.  This  is  the  first 
time  in  at  least  modern  history  when  you  have  seen  fit 
to  name  a  layman  to  your  highest  office.  The  ministry 
has  handled  this  duty,  and  from  the  vantage  point  of  a 
former  secretary,  I  would  testify  that  they  have  done 
it  conscientiously  and  well. 

At  the  outset,  I  must  say  that  I  am  not  a  berator  of 
the  minister  of  The  Gospel — that  is — T  cannot  find  it  in 
me  to  blame  all  that  is  wrong  with  The  Church  on  a  min- 
ister, or  the  ministers.  As  a  group  of  men  in  our  Dis- 
trict of  the  Brethren  Church,  or  nationally,  they  are  the 
finest. 

The  call  to  the  Christian  ministry  stands  as  the  high- 
e.st  call  knouTi  to  man.  Sincere  and  earnest  men  have,  and 
do  and  continue  to  answer  that  call.  As  lay  folk,  we 
.should,  at  every  possible  turn,  uphold  our  ministei's 
hands;  we  should  encourage  and  cooperate  with  him  in 
all  departments  of  the  church.  In  fact,  the  inviting  of  the 
pastor  and  wife  home  for  dinner  frequently  is  still  very 
much  in  order,  and  invariably  proves  a  blessing  to  the 
host.  Good  old-fashioned  hospitality  in  this  and  in  other 
directions,  is  an  art  that  needs  some  stilling  in  this  oui- 
day  and  generation. 

Lay  Brethren,  consider  your  pastor  in  sympathy  and 
chanty,  bearing  in  mind  that  he  has  "occupational  haz- 
ards" as  great  or  greater  than  your  own. 

A  year  has  past  since  we  last  met  in  annual  conference, 
and  elected  or  re-elected  those  to  whom  we  entrusted 
the  leadership  of  the  various  phases  of  our  denomina- 
tional work.  We  shall  expect  to  hear  from  each  of  these 
as  this  conference;  progresses,  but  from  a  casual  obsei- 
ance  of  activity,  it  is  evident  that  things  have  moved — 
in  some  fields  little,  in  others,  much. 

The   missionary  appeal  has  been  emphasized,  and  with 


results.  In  our  District,  of  course,  the  two  focal  points 
are  Wayne  Heights  and  Pleasant  View,  formerly  Van- 
dergrift.  We  congratulate  these  two  groups  for  their  per- 
severance and  sincerity  of  endeavor  to  "build  for  Christ," 
knowing,  as  they  know,  that  "except  the  Lord  build  the 
House,  they  labour  in  vain  that  build." 

The  W.  M.  S.  is  on  the  go.  Active,  consecrated  lead- 
ership has  led  our  District  women  in  several  rallies  and 
an  all  around  local  level  work,  to  the  glory  of  God.  The 
Laymen  have  stirred.  They  are  beginning  to  throw  off 
the  shackles  of  lethargy,  and  may  even  now  be  ready  to 
accept,  in  a  fuller  sense  than  ever  before,  their  very  ex- 
cellent call  to  action  which  reads. 

Rise   up,   O   men   of  God;   Have  done  with   lesser  things; 
Give   heart,   and   soul,   and  mind   and   strength, 
To  serve  the  King  of  Kings. 

During  the  year  that  has  passed,  two  very  fine  gath- 
erings of  our  District  young  people  have  gladdened  our 
hearts.  They  too,  on  a  local  level,  have  had  an  active  and 
productive  year.  Neglect  of  this  important  segment  of 
our  church  could  spell  defeat  all  along  the  line.  The  Sun- 
day School  Board  and  its  promotion  of  camp  work,  in- 
stitutes and  educational  features,  is  worthy  of  our  every 
help  and  co-operation.  Camp  Juniata  seems  to  be  an  es- 
tablished institution. 

Active  partici))ation  of  our  District  churches  has  been 
given  to  our  national  denominational  interests.  Our  peo- 
ple, especially  the  women  of  our  District,  have  had  a 
large  part  in  the  building  and  dedicating  of  an  excellent 
chapel  on  the  grounds  of  our  Ashland  College.  Shortly 
after,  we  all  learned,  and  many  of  us  have  seen,  the 
terrible  fire  that  took  the  oldest  building  on  Ashland 
campus.  Our  District  will,  and  is  having  its  large,  fair 
.share  in  the  building  of  a  better  plant  at  Ashland,  Ohio. 
Appeals  from  Benevolent  Board,  Publication  Board,  Mis- 
sion Board,  Sunday  School  Board,  and  Youth  Board,  have 
generous  response  from  our  District  churches,  but  have 
we,  or  are  we  doing  what  we  should  ? 


I    h"ieby   recognize   that  I   have  before   me  this  mo 
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ing  men  of  stature  in  our  denomination  who  know  the 
mechanics  and  genius  of  our  fraternity,  who  know  the 
mission  points,  the  history  and  details  of  operation  much 
better  than  I.  And  so,  I  find  myself  assigned  the  task  of 
bringing  a  "Moderator's  address"  to  this  important  seg- 
ment of  our  beloved  ,Brethren  denomination;  it  must  be 
the  foregone  conclusion  of  you  people  that  you  will  listen 
to  a  review  of  many  thoughts  that  have  occuried  to  an 
ordinary  layman.  Posesibly  you  have  thought  some  of 
these  same  thoughts  at  times,  but  have  never  had  such 
an  opportunity  of  expression. 

Yet,  the  church  is  responsible  for  the  propagation  of 
the  truth,  you  and  I  are  a  part  of  it,  so  that  it  becomes 
us  to  think  on  the  matter.  We  would  further  recognize 
that  the  power  of  regeneration  through  the  blood  of 
Jesus  Christ  takes  a  man  from  the  ordinary  and  makes 
him  do  a  wonderful  work  for  the  kingdom  of  the  living 
God.  How  often  do  we  as  ministers  and  church  leaders 
overlook  diamonds  in  the  rough.  Some  of  the  greatest 
testimonies  in  days  gone  by  have  been  borne  by  those, 
who  at  first  glance,  seemed  least  promising.  The  great 
outreach  of  the  church — our  Brethren  Church — might  well 
be  to  such  as  these.  The  late  Peter  Marshall,  in  his  ser- 
nionette,  "'Disciples  in  Clay,"  focuses  our  attention  on 
just  this  matter  as  he  says,  "Suppose  you  had  been  on 
a  committee  1900  years  ago  to  inquire  into  the  qualifica- 
tions of  those  who  sought  to  become  disciples  of  Jesus 
.  .  .  Here  comes  the  first  candidate.  He  has  just  come 
up  from  the  beach.  His  fishing  boat,  drawn  up  on  the 
pebbled  shore  has  worn  seats  and  patched  sails.  His  hands 
are  rough  and  calloused.  He  is  an  uncouth  person — not 
at  all  refined,  or  cultured,  or  educated.  Blustering,  clum- 
sy, impulsive — he  does  not  strike  us  as  being  material 
for  the  ministry.  Then,  too,  his  age  is  against  him.  Why, 
he  is  forty  if  he  is  a  day.  Does  not  the  ministry  demand 
young  men?  Can  you  imagine  this  big  fisherman  as  a 
disciple  of  Christ?  He  would  not  be  your  choice,  would 
he?  No,  we  better  send  Simon  back  to  his  nets.  So  it  goes 


with  all  thf;  tw(;lv«:.  Had  you  and  I  b<:«;n  rn<;mfx;rH  of  an 
inv«;stiguting  conirnittee  we  would  havt  r«;j'-ct<-d  <?v<;ry 
oru-  of  thfin.   liul  Jchuh  ChotW;  them  ..." 

This  (norning,  as  wf;  think  on  MJmilar  circm»ta.ncfcH  in 
our  own  churches,  our  prayer  .should  be  for  "The  mind  of 
('hrist."  Ministers,  men,  leaders  of  oui-  church — let's  stir 
ourselves  to  do  something  about  those  ail  around  U8  who 
should  h(-  active  with  us  in  the  greatest  business  in  the 
world.  Cuts  in  church  rolls  seem.s  to  be  the  order  of  the 
day.  Church  officialdom  .sometimes  seems  U)  be  more  in- 
terested in  getting  down  to  what  they  choo.se  to  term  a 
working,  or  business  like  basis,  by  deleting  from  their 
roll  inactive  members  names,  than  in  spending  money, 
time  and  prayer  in  drawing  back  into  the  fold  those,  who, 
for  some  leason,  good  or  bad,  have  gone  from  us.  Which 
lead's  me  to  the  conclusion  that  our  church  needs  a  vig- 
orous year  around  lay  visitation  program — to  blend  with 
what  I  trust  we  already  have — pastoral  visitation — and 
under  pastoial  guidance. 

My  chuich,  our  church,  is  like  most  other  bodies  of  be- 
lieving children.  We  blow  hot  and  cold — we  are  sporadic. 
We  invite  an  evangelist  to  be  with  us  several  weeks; 
we  put  on  a  pre-meeting  campaign  to  interest  people,  and 
make  strong  efforts  to  build  attendance  for  the  meetings, 
which  is  all  well  and  good.  Then,  somehow,  in  a  few- 
months  after  the  meeting,  except  for  a  few  more  added 
to  the  church  roll,  and  a  few  more  attending  regularly, 
we  have,  to  all  intents,  settled  back  into  our  easy  going 
church  life. 

Business  enterprises  spend  vast  sums  of  money  to  ad- 
vertise themselves  and  their  wares  or  sei-vices.  They  leap 
at  every  opportunity  to  bnng  their  name  before  the  pub- 
lic by  way  of  radio,  newspaper  and  television.  They  em- 
ploy the  most  modern  techniques.  Does  it  not  become  the 
church  of  today  to  call  into  play  every  legitimate  re- 
source to  boost  the  greatest  business  in  the  world,  the 
saving  of  lost  humanity? 

Bishop  Bradley  of  the  great  Lutheran  chux-ch  said,  "A 
Christian  is  never  off  duty."  The  essence  of  the  Chris- 
tian religion  is  the  service  the  laity  renders  to  the  cause. 
The  early  Christians  got  along  without  the  professional 
minister.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  advocate  dispensing  with 
the  services  of  our  pastors.  I'm  trying  to  say  that  we 
should  capitalize  on  their  services  to  a  larger  extent. 
Most  pastors  sitting  here  this  morning  would  welcome  a 
definite  quickening  of  lay  loyalty  and  service  offering. 

To  give  my  best,  my  all  to  a  cause.  I  have  to  be  per- 
suaded that  it  is  highly  important — imperative — if  you 
please.  I  have  to  believe  in  it.  The  value  of  a  chuix'h  in 
the  community  is  recognized  even  by  those  outside  its 
doors.  Years  ago  an  atheist  made  the  boast  that  he  would 
build  a  town  without  a  church.  This  godless  attempt 
failed.  Far  above  and  b<;?yond  the  material  value  of  the 
presence  of  the  chinch  is  its  God-given  mission,  to  pw- 
claim  salvation  to  all.  Tlie  church  is  not  of  brick  and 
niortar,  wood  and  nails,  or  even  a  canvass  tent.  But 
it  is  "The  Body  of  Christ."  It  is  a  Building  of  God.  Y'es. 
it  is  the  very  Bride  of  Chi'ist. 

It  must  be  true,  for  men  of  years  gone  by,  in  om-  de- 
noniination  and  out,  gave  their  lives,  their  all  to  its  pro- 
motion. When  discouraged  about  the  outlook  of  the  cause 
of  the  church,  think  of  th.oso  who  have  gone  befoi-e.  and 
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evidently  thought  it  worthwhile.  In  iwiew  of  the  stal- 
warts who  stayed  with  the  work  tlirough  thick  and  thin — 
and  I'm  just  old  enough  to  know,  that  in  many  respects. 
it  w"as  pretty  thin  for  many  of  them  at  times,  wo  tliink 
on  these  hen>es  of  the  faith,  of  wliom  the  world  was  not 
worthy:  William  Beachler,  Charles  A.  Bame,  L.  G.  Wood, 
Martin  Shively,  Arthur  Baer,  1.  D.  Bownum,  W.  C.  Ben- 
shoff,  G.  W.  Fi-ench,  J.  Allen  Miller,  J.  Raymond  Sheets, 
and  a  host   of  others,   both   in   the  ministry  ami  out. 

These  men  iK'lievod  in  the  church;  they  believed  in  Ihe 
Bi"ethren  Church,  and  gave  their  sweat,  tears,  labor,  even 
life  itself,  for  it.  Does  it  become  any  of  us  to  take  light- 
ly our  obligations,  our  privileges,  in  the  face  of  the  rich 
heritage  which  is  ours  today? 

1  would  here  sti-ess  the  importance  of  carrying  on 
where  our  fathers  have  laid  down  the  burden.  It  is  ours 
to  hold  the  toivh  high.  Reliability  and  continuity  in  ser- 
vices, enter  at  this  point.  We  all  here  assembled  know 
of  folks  who  have  entered  the  church,  and,  for  a  time, 
have  attended  i-egularly  and  given  enthusiastic  service  to 
the  cause,  but,  for  some  reason  or  excuse,  never  darken 
her  doors  now. 

They  may  be  discouraged,  they  may  be  suffering  from 
a  case  of  peevishness,  they  may  have  real  or  imaginary 
slights,  they  may  be  up  the  miff  tree.  Ihey  are  subjects 
for  you  and  1  to  try  to  win  back  by  friendly,  warm  con- 
tact. And  then,  above  and  beyond  any  review  of  humans, 
we  have  the  re-assuring  word  that  has  come  down  to  all 
generations  as  Christ  says,  "1  will  build  my  Church,  and 
the  gates  of  Hell  shall  not  prevail  against  it."  Brethren, 
be  of  good  courage  in  the  face  of  all  discouragements. 
Was  it  not  God  Himself  who  reminded  Joshua,  "Have  not 
I  commanded  you,  be  strong  and  of  a  good  courage?" 
That  was  no  meie  request. 

How  to  best  serve  my  generation  is  continually  the 
question  of  the  thoughtful  Christian.  You  can't  do  any- 
thing about  the  generation  that  is  past,  and  not  too  much 
about  the  far  away  future,  only  as  the  present  is  related 
to  it.  Our  work  is  here  and  the  time  is  now.  History,  even 
church  history,  has  a  fashion  of  repeating  itself,  and 
wi.se  leaders  can  gain  valuable  lessons  from  past  events, 
but,  in  their  wisdom  they  apply  those  lessons  to  the 
present. 

An  attractive,  Christ-centered  church  program  at  the 
individual  church  level,  is  a  must  in  this  our  day.  The 
competition  for  the  time,  talents,  money  and  attention  of 
men  and  women,  boys  and  girls,  is  gieater  today  than 
ever.  Haphazard  planning  of  the  church  program  does  not 
become  one  who  is  assigned  the  task  of  leadership. 
"Topsy"  just  grew  up,  but  successful  meetings  just  don't 
happen.  Interesting,  valuable,  inspiring  church  seivices 
are  the  result  of  prayerful  planning  on  the  part  of  the 
minister,  organist  or  pianist,  music  director,  and  ofttimes 
a  good  board  of  deacons. 


Were  you  ever  invited  by  someone  to  eat  with  them, 
and  had  the  idea  of  a  good  meal  or  feast  attached  to  the 
invitation,  only  to  discover  that  it  was  "light  lunch"  of 
tlie  cracker  and  toothpick  type?  When  we  invite  folks 
to  come  with  us  to  church,  there  should  be  something 
there  for  their  souls  to  feast  on.  The  "best  foot"  should 
be  put  forward  in  programming.  Further,  individual 
members  can  make  our  church  attractive  by  the  way  we 
greet,  and  if  you  please,  treat  those  who  worship  with 
us.  There  are  "warm"  churches,  and  there  are  "cold" 
churches.  In  this  respect  I  don't  refer  to  the  abilities  of 
the  fireman  or  the  furnace  in  the  basement.  I'm  talking 
of  the  hearts  and  handshakes  of  the  members  in  the 
sanctuary. 

I  say  this  morning,  you  are  a  very  important  person. 
Not  because  of  your  family  name,  not  because  of  your 
wealth  or  social  standing,  or  anything  pertaining  to 
earthly  things,  but  because  you  are  an  Ambassador  for 
Christ.  You  are  His  witness,  you  are  the  caretaker  in  His 
absence.  On  your  attitude,  friendliness  and  Christian  con- 
duct may  depend  the  destiny  of  another  person,  or  even 
many  other  souls.  Dr.  Sheetz,  North  Manchestei-,  Indi- 
ana, Pastor  for  many  years,  said,  "The  life  I  live  six  days 
in  the  week  is  expected  to  back  up  what  I  say  on  Sun- 
day." This  most  certainly  applies  to  us  lay  folks  as  well 
as  those  who  stand  behind  the  sacred  desk  each  Lord's 
Day. 

We  teach,  we  profess,  we  are  officer's  in  the  church, 
Sunday  School  and  auxiliaries.  Our  walk  should  more 
nearly  match  our  talk.  It  is  said  that  a  counterfeit  Chris- 
tian in  the  church  does  more  damage  to  the  church  than 
any  force  froin  without.  When  our  country  is  at  war,  our 
govei'nment  goes  into  high  gear  on  the  matter  of  internal 
defense.  "Trojan  Horse"  tactics  have  been  the  downfall 
of  many  countries.  The  trite  phrase,  "What  you  do  speaks 
so  loudly,  I  can't  hear  what  you  say,"  applies  equally  to 
churches  and  individuals.  People  do  watch  our  walk  and 
it  does  reflect  on  our  profession. 

To  be  a  good  salesman  of  any  product  you  must  believe 
in  that  product.  Do  we  believe  in  our  church  enough  to 
do  a  "bang-up"  job  of  selling  for  the  Lord?  I  do  some 
buying,  for  my  small  business,  from  salesmen.  I  have 
had  the  strange  experience  of  "eyeing"  some  item  in  the 
salesman's  kit,  only  to  have  the  salesman,  for  good  rea- 
sons of  his  own,  I  presume,  advise  that  I  not  purchase 
that  item.  I  can't  recall  of  ever  buying  against  such  ad- 
vice. Even  so  is  your  church.  If,  by  word  of  mouth  or 
otherwise,  you  minimize  the  value  of  the  church  in  your 
life,  then  don't  expect  those  who  might  be  won  to  it  to 
crowd  its  portals.  Criticism  of  our  church  and  our  Breth- 
ren doesn't  promote  the  common  good.  Loose  tongues 
have  done  irreparable  damage  in  years  gone  by,  even  in 
our  own   beloved  fraternity.  Reading  from  James  8,  that 
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A  LETTER   FROM   LASSA.   NBGER8A 

(,Bea   Bischof   to   the   Munsons) 

Dear  Aida,  Charlie  and  Bonnie: 

.  .  .  We  received  the  gauze  squares  for  our  ulc(!r  dress- 
ings in  the  very  last  mail  and  I  just  can't  begin  to  tell 
you  how  much  we  appreciated  them.  We  were  completely 
out  of  them,  and  Mrs.  Pl'alsgraff  had  torn  up  her  last  old 
sheet,  and  there  just  were  not  any  more  available,  be- 
cause mine  are  all  new.  It  seems  that  just  when  we  need 
something,  that  need  is  provided. 

The  women  here  at  Lassa  meet  on  Saturd,ay  afternoons. 
Usually  we  have  two  of  the  women  give  talks.  Their  talks 
are  very  short  at  times,  and  of  course,  they  don't  have 
much  resource  material  as  we  do;  but  they  ,aie  so  willing 
and  very  seldom  refuse.  Just  a  few  of  our  women  can 
read  Margi;  so  they  give  their  talks  from  memory  and 
sometimes  there  is  much  repetition. 

The  New  Testament  is  written  in  Margi,  but  as  yet  the 
Old  Testament  is  not.  It  is  in  print;  so  we  shall  soon  be 
getting  it.  They  love  Old  Testament  stories.  Several  meet- 
ings ago  I  gave  my  first  talk.  I  told  them  about  Joseph 
and  his  dream  and  how  he  was  sold  as  a  slave. They  said 
they  could  all  hear  me  and  I  think  they  could  because  I 
asked  them  many  questions  afterward  and  they  gave  the 
right  answers.  I'll  be  so  glad  when  I  can  talk  to  the 
women  without  notes. 

Friday  night  Miss  Miller,  Bob  and  I  all  went  to  greet 
Umoru  and  his  wife.  They  are  both  fine  Christians  and 
Umoru  is  in  charge  of  our  orchard.  We  spent  the  evening 
listening  to  Margi  kumtus  (Margi  folktales)  at  their 
home.  Miss  Miller  will  soon  take  her  year  Margi  exam 
(she  has  been  here  a  year  and  a  half).  One  of  the  re- 
quirements is  to  listen  to  M,argi  kumtus  and  tell  them 
back  in  Margi.  It  was  quite  helpful  to  Bob  and  me  also. 
We  could  hear  much  of  it  but  in  the  longer  ones  we  got 
lost  and  couldn't  piece  the  story  together  very  well- 
only  parts  of  it.  They  speak  so  fast  and  Margi  words  are 
all  run  together;  sometimes  they  don't  even  sound  like 
the  words  we  learned.  Each  kumtu  has  a  karapu  (pat- 
able)  .  .  . 


MARGARET  LOWERY  AT  KRYPTON 

After  only  one  week  at  Krypton,  Miss  Lowery  reports 
activity  and  an  agenda  that  could  easily  vie  with  that  of 
President  Eisenhower. 

Beginning  with  a  weekly  prayer  meeting  and  Sunday 
school— at  which  time  she  was  officially  introduced— she 
was   launched    upon    a    veritable    stream    of   duties.    First 


.she  wa.s  given  u  Sunday  school  clann  of  juniorn  to  teach; 
then  there  were  evangelistic  service.s  in  which  to  aHHJBt, 
with  overflow  crowd.s  needing  extra  chairs.  Then-  were 
calls  to  be  made,  and  on  one  of  these  she  found  an  old 
lady  badly  in  need  of  nursing  care.  Heie  the  nurse's  skill 
was  called  into  use;  she  administered  hypodermics,  ga%'e 
baths,  etc.,  making  herself  available  to  the  needy  family 
at  any  time  of  the  day  or  night  until  death  took  the  pa- 
tient; then  Margaret  was  even  called  upon  to  prepaie  the 
body  for  burial  (the  family  didn't  want  an  undertaker). 
After  all  this  technical  work,  she  took  over  hou.sehold 
duties  for  the  family,  caring  for  the  small  children  and 
preparing  food  for  relatives  and  fn'ends  who  came  to  the 
funeral. 

The  family  later  expressed  unbounded  appreciation  for 
the  kindness  and  love  she  had  shown  them.  It  is  quite 
reasonable  to  expect  such  services  to  result  in  great  con- 
fidence of  those  people. 

With  characteristic  humility,  Margaret  \\Tites  the  Mis- 
sion Board  Office,  "I  certainly  will  appi-eciate  your  ad- 
vice about  the  work."  It  seems  to  us  she  is  doing  ver>- 
commendably  thus  far  without  any  advice  from  us;  in 
fact  we  don't  know  as  much  about  it  as  she  does,  but  it 
would  seem  that  she  is  getting  her  orders  from  much 
"higher  up"  than  we  could  possibly  give  them. 

Incidentally,  she  reports  tine  cooperation  with  the 
Wuthrichs,  who  are  there  working  also.  By  now  the 
Shanks  are  with  her  also,  working  in  whatever  capacity 
presents  itself  to  them.  We  are  anticipating  some  fine  re- 
sults from  the  work  at  Krypton.  Will  you  help  with  it  also 
by  PRAYING  and  GIVIXC  for  the  HOME  MISSION  OF- 
FERING ? 


ORDINATION   FOR  GLENN   SHANK 

On  October  23th.  before  leaving  for  Krypton,  Kentucky. 
Glenn  Shank  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  at  the  Hagers- 
town  Brethren  Church.  Reverend  Jame.^  Ault.  pastor  of 
the  church,  assisted  by  Reverend  D.  C.  White,  had  charge 
of  the  service.  Reverend  W.  Clayton  Berkshire,  secretary 
of  the  Missionary  Board  preached  the  ordination  sermon. 

John  Carnochan.  also  a'  member  of  the  Missionary 
Board  and  choir  dii*ector  of  the  Hagerstown  Church  sang 
a  solo;  the  splendid  chuix'h  choir  offered  an  appropriate 
number  also.  iMrs.  Jean  Shank,  whose  home  is  in  Hagei-s- 
town  and  who  will  be  supported  by  the  Hagerstown 
Church,  was  set  aside  for  her  work  by  a  prayer  of  conse- 
cration. 

Following  the  service,  a  i-eception  for  Reverend  and 
Mrs.  Glenn  Shank  was  held  in  the  church  basement  by 
the   Woman's   iMissionary  Society  of  the  Church. 
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very  practical  writer  speaks  of  the  use  of  the  tongue. 
of  its  being  a  little  member,  but  capable  of  doing  great 
damagre.  It  is  termed  a  tire,  a  world  of  iniquity,  ami  oil 
is  set  on  fire  of  Hell  itself.  Let's  resolve  within  our- 
selves that  we  will  build  up  our  brethren,  and  indirectly, 
our  ehurdi  by  our  word  and  deed. 

Then,  too,  we  are  surely  all  aware,  or  should  be,  of 
the  common  ernn*  in  the  operation  of  most  of  our 
chui-ches.  where  we  seem  to  get  sidetracked  by  minor 
issues.  Just  as  some  circus  side  shows  consume  the  main 
tent,  so  some  social  events  in  some  churches  seem  to 
occupy  more  time,  money  and  energy  than  the  worship, 
soul-winning,  and  Cod  given  task  for  which  it  is  placed 
here  in  our  world.  There  aro  plenty  of  people  in  our 
time,  who,  apparently,  would  rather  go  to  a  parade  than 
a  prayer-meeting.  Spurgeon  once  said,  "If  we  do  not  have 
the  Spirit  of  God  it  were  better  to  shut  up  the  churches, 
to  nail  up  the  doors,  to  put  a  black  cross  on  them  and 
say,  'God  have  mercy  on  us.'  If  yon  ministers  have  not 
the  Spirit  of  God,  you  had  better  not  preach,  and  you 
people  had  better  stay  home.  I  say  that  a  church  in  the 
land  without  the  Spirit  of  God,  is  lather  a  curse  than 
a  blessing.  If  you  have  not  the  Spirit  of  God,  Christian 
worker,  remember  you  stand  in  somebody's  way;  you  are 
as  a  tree  bearing  not  fruit,  .standing  where  a  fruitful 
tree  might  grow. 

Spurgeon  was  surely  right.  The  church  is  truly  the  chunh 
only  when  it  reflects  the  character  and  spirit  and  power 
of  Christ  in  its  fight  against  evil.  Man  finds  his  greatest 
significance  in  service  to  God,  the  Church  and  humanity. 
Seeking  to  .save  others,  we  lose  ourselves.  Being  willing 
to  lose  ourselves  for  others  and  the  church,  we  find  life's 
ti-uest,  richest  meanings. 

Finally,  I  could  hope  for  my  church  that  it  be  God's 
church.  That  niidst  be  basic,  for  without  that  title,  oi' 
without  that  foundation,  all  el.se  is  meaningless.  We  have 
taught,  and  we  believe  that  the  Brethren  Church,  is,  in 
its  pure,  idealistic  form,  nearest  to  that  church  which  is 
evolved  from  the  New  Te.stament  teachings.  This  is  not 
to  draw  ourselves  apart  from  other  Protestant  evangel- 
ical peoples  in  a  .selfish  mannei',  but  it  would  be  given 
as  an  excu.se  for  our  existence  as  a  denomination.  The 
ordinances  as  we  practice  them,  aie  strange  words  in 
other  bodies  of  believers.  We  cannot  expect  leaders  in 
other  denominations  to  emphasize  or  peipetuate  baptism 
by  trine  immersion,  the  laying  on  of  hands,  the  feet  wash- 
ing, the  love  feast,  the  eucharist,  the  anointing  of  the 
sick  with  oil.  Most  of  these  are  perulia)-  to  i>ur  df-nomina- 
tion. 

Do  we  have  in  our  denomination  anywTiere  a  concisf, 
plain  statement  of  the  beliefs  and  piactices  of  the  Breth- 
ren Church?  Is  every  person  who  comes  int^i  our  mem- 
bei-ship  biought  in  by  our  mode  of  baptism  and  asked  to 
subscribe  to  the  beliefs  and  practices  us  our  church  sees 
them  directed  by  the  New  Testament?  la  there  a  uni- 
form method  whereby  younger  ministers,  especially,  may 


bo  sure  they  are  following  in  the  steps  of  the  fathers  o 
the  church?  Straying,  at  this  point,  could  lead  to  ou 
being  swallowed  up  in  the  maze  of  denominations  of  th' 
day.  1  am  not  advocating  being  different  for  the  saki 
of  difference,  but  I  am  pleading  for  a  strict  adherence  t( 
the  historical  practices  of  the  Brethren  Church.  Ther( 
luive  been  rumors  to  the  contrary. 

The  appeal  of  this  half  hour  has  been  to  protect,  pre 
serve  and  support  your  top  asset,  the  church.  You  safe 
iiuard  your  money,  you  insure  your  home  and  automobile 
you  contribute  to  other  projects;  why  be  niggardly,  pinch 
penny,  indifferent  and  caieless  toward  the  church?  Don' 
neglect  it,  don't  ignore  it,  don't  freeze  it.  Increase  its 
size  and  influence,  and  you  increase  all  of  your  othei 
assets. 

Our    i)rayer   is   that   we    may   have   the   help   of   God    it 
giving   loyal,   devoted   support   to   that    institution    whicl 
has  made  civilization   great   and  rich.   May  we  give  oui 
selves  completely  to  its  Head,  Jesus  Christ,  and  then  the 
church  will  have  us  and  we'll  have  peace  and  happiness, 

"I  love  Thy  church,  O  God; 

The  House  of  Thine  abode; 

ITie  Church,  our  Blest  Redeemer  bought, 

With  His  own  precious  blood. 

— Johnstown,   Pennsylvania. 


COMrNG  EVENTS 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 


MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  November  Family  Fel- 
lowship Night — Noveinber  16th — Rev.  H.  H.  Rbwsey, 
Pastor. 

FLORA,  INDIANA.  Evangelistic  Meeting— November 
8th  to  22nd — Conducted  by  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Harry  E. 
Richer,  of  Peru,  Indiana.  Holy  Communion — Monday 
evening,    November   23rd — Rev.   C.   A.    Stewart,   Pastor. 

WILLIAMSTOWN,  OHIO.  Revival  Services— Noveinber 
22nd  to  29th — Rev.  George  Solomon,  Evangelist;  Rev. 
Dave  Ramb.sel,  Pastor. 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  Evangelistic  Services— November  28th 
to  December  6th — Rev.  H.  R.  Garland,  Evangelist;  Rev. 
W.  S.  Crick,  Pastor. 


WITH  THE  LAYMEN 


NOTICE 


i'he  Northeastern  Ohio  Laymen'.s  Organization  Rally 
will  be  held  in  the  First  Brethren  Church,  in  Louisville. 
Ohio,  December  7th. 

Banquet  time:  7:00  P.  M. 

— Cleytus  Oyster. 


i  NOVKMUKR   14,  1958 


I'AdK  NINf-: 


PICTURES  OF  THE  WAYNE  HEIGHTS  CHURCH 


Through  the  courtesy  of  ,Hrothei'  N.  V. 
Leatherman  we  herewith  pjescnt  two  view.s 
of  the  new  Brethren  Chu)ch  at  Wayne 
Heights.  The  church  is  prominently  located 
in  the  growing  community  of  Wayne  Heights, 
two  miles  east  of  Waynesboro,  Pennsylvania. 

The  exterior  view  shows  the  completed 
church  as  it  appeared  before  the  grading  ojiei- 
ations  were  completed,  and  before  the  attrac- 
tive Bulletin  Board  was  erected  in  front  of 
the  church.  The  interior  view  shows  the  sanc- 
tuary. The  baptistry  is  located  just  back  of 
the  velvet  curtain  on  the  platform.  These  are 
also  class  rooms,  and  a  full  basement.  All  is 
well  heated  with  an  oil-hot  air  system.  The 
the  church  is  36  by  65  feet. 

Rev.  N.  V.  Leatherman  was  called  to  be  the 
pastor  of  this  promising  group  of  Brethren, 
beginning  his  ministry  on  September  23,  1951. 
At  about  that  same  time  they  began  holding 
their  services  in  the  Brethren  Youth  Portable 
Chapel    at    their  present   location.   The   ideally 


\ 


I 


situated  lots  for  building  were  given  to  the 
church  by  Mrs.  Verda  Hade  Hess  of  Wayne 
Heights. 

Construction  on  the  church  began  the  next 
spring,  and  Dedication  services  were  held  on 
Sunday,  May  3,  1953.  Thero  was  much  volun- 
teer labor  put  into  the  construction  of  this 
church,  plu.-i  many  gifts,  plus  assistance  from 
tiie  Pennsylvania  District  Mission  Boaixl  and 
the  Missionary  Board  of  tlie  Brethren  Church. 

The  Brethren  at  Wayne  Heights  have  a  lo- 
cation, a  church  building,  a  congregation  and  a 
future  of  which  to  be  proud.  Tliey  have  come 
a  long  ways  through  their  united  effoits  un- 
der the  direction  of  their  untiring  Pastor  and 
wife,  Brother  and  Sister  X.  \'.  Leatherman. 
Truly  the  blessings  of  God  have  been  richly 
poured  upon  all.  and  we  wish  and  pray  for 
them  a  continued  fruitful  ministry. — W.  S.  B. 
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•MY  I  ATHEK'S  lU  SI  NESS" 

(Continued  from  Page  3) 
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waa  not  a   very   pretty  picture,  and  Jesus,  in  doing    His 
Father's  business,  had  plans  to  change  all  this. 

IN    KKLATION   TO  TODAY 

ARE  WE  ABOUT  OUR  FATHER'S  BUSINESS?"  Wo 
ask  again,  "Are  we  about  our  Heavenly  Father's  busi- 
ness?" This  is  a  question  which  can  woll  be  pondeunl 
by  every  disciple  of  Christ,  by  every  reader  of  these 
woi-ds.  It  is  our  conviction  that,  as  we  said  before,  that 
the  "Father's  business  is  making  salvation  available  to 
all."  God  has  done  His  part  in  the  giving  of  His  only  be- 
gotten Son.  Christ  has  done  His  part  in  giving  His  life. 
The  Holy  Spirit  is  eager  to  empower,  to  bless,  to  lead 
all  who  yield  to  His  flaming  power. 

There  are  tremendous  pressures  being  brought  to  bear 
on  the  church  today  to  engage  in  every  type  of  activity 


except  the  one  for  which  it  was  created.  Christians  are 
being  called  upon  to  dcNote  their  efforts,  money  and 
time  to  those  things  apart  from  the  true  purpose  of  wit- 
nessing for  Christ.  Our  answer  to  these  diverging  influ- 
ences should  be  a  straight  forward  witness  for  Christ. 

To  "Be  about  our  Father's  business"  means  simply 
that  we  will  put  the  soul  winning  business  in  first  place 
in  our  churches.  We  have  the  organizational  machinery 
to  do  a  soul  winning  business  many  times  the  size  of 
what  we  are.  Survey  your  church;  note  the  amount  of 
time  in  class  imd  organizational  meetings,  in  Sunday 
School  and  Church  Board  meetings,  etc.,  that  is  spent 
solely  on  keeping  the  machinery  operative.  Note  the  rel- 
atively small  amount  of  time  or  attention  given  to  actu- 
ally making  the  organization  pi'oduce  results  in  the  form 
of  lost  souls  redeemed. 

We  are  sure  that  the  conscientious  Christian  will  seek 
to  reduce  the  amount  of  attention  paid  to  the  organiza- 
tion itself  in  his  or  her  group,  and  will  seek  ways  to 
make  that  organization  produce  the  results  in  souls  saved. 
Our  churches  have  the  machinery,  the  "know  how"  is 
available;  let  us  oil  well  with  the  oil  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
and  "Be  about   our  Father's  business." — W.   S.   B. 
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Items    of   General    Interest 
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evening,  November  1st,  giving  recognition  to  oldest  and 
youngest  twins  present,  and  to  the  family  having  the 
most  sets.  Brother  King  preached  on  the  subject,  "The 
Twins  of  the  Bible." 

Dr.  Glenn  L.  Clayton,  President  of  Ashland  College, 
.spoke  in  the  Louisville  Church  the  morning  of  November 
8th. 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  An  attendance  of  over  100  was  re- 
ported at  the  annual  Miami  Valley  W.  M.  S.  Rally,  held 
at  Gratis  on  Wednesday,  October  21st.  Mrs.  Russell  Rod 
key,  National  W.  M.  S.  Pi-esident,  of  Kokomo,  Indian.i, 
was  the  speaker.  Next  year's  Rally  is  scheduled  for  the 
West  Alexandria  church. 

Brother  William  S.  Crick  reports  an  attendance  of 
nearly  200  at  their  Homecoming  held  on  Octobei-  2r)th. 
Brother  John  T.  Byler,  of  New  Lebanon,  was  guest 
speaker. 

NEW  LEBANON,  OHIO.  At  the  W.  M.  S.  Public  Ser- 
vice, held  Sunday  morning,  October  25th,  Mis.  Glenn  L. 
Clayton,    of    Ashland,    Ohio,    was   the    guest    speakei'. 

WEST  ALEXANDRIA,  OHIO.  The  Editor  has  received 
a  copy  of  "The  Brethren  Visitor,"  an  attractively  pi-inted 
mimeographed  paper  put  out  by  Brother  H.  R.  Garland, 
for  his  congregation.  It  carries  many  interesting  items 
and  announcements  for  the  members. 

The  young  people  sponsored  the  showing  of  the  movie, 
"Second  Chance,"  the  evening  of  November  1st. 

DUTCHTOWN,   INDIANA.    Brother    H.   E.    Eppley,    of 


Winona  Lake,  Indiana,  was  guest  speaker  in  the  Dutch- 
town  church  on  Sunday,  October  25th. 

NORTH  MANCHESTER,  INDIANA.  A  special  service 
was  held  in  the  North  Manchester  Church  in  observance 
of  National  Girl  Scout  Week.  The  service  was  attended 
by  about  100  Girl  Scouts,  with  the  message  being  pre- 
sented by  the  Pastor,  Brother  D.  Richard  Wolfe. 

Notation  is  made  in  the  North  Manchester  bulletin 
that  their  church  is  now  incorporated,  the  papers  having 
been  appioved  recently. 

ROANN,  INDIANA.  Brother  S.  M.  Whetstone  reports 
encouraging  interest  and  attendance  at  their  Mid-Week 
Bible    Study    servictjs    being    held    in    the    parsonage. 

NAPPANEE,  INDIANA.  Family  Night  was  observed 
November  12th.  There  was  a  carry-in  dinner,  followed  by 
a  playlet,  pictures  of  the  burning  of  Founders'  Hall  at 
Ashland,  and  a  message  by  the  President  of  Ashland  Col- 
lege, Dr.  Glenn  L.  CI  ay  ton. 

CERRO  GORDO.  ILLINOIS.  Morning  and  evening  mes- 
sages on  October  lith  were  given  by  Claude  Stogsdill, 
while  the  Pastor,  Brother  Wilbur  Thomas  was  attending 
District  Conference. 

Family  Night  was  observed  October  16th,  featuring  a 
carry-in  supper,  followed  by  the  showing  of  a  film  strip. 

Each  third  Sunday  of  the  month  is  known  as  "Assistant 
Sunday"  in  the  Sunday  School.  Assistant  teachers  and  of- 
ficers thereby  realize  a  greater  participation  in  the  work. 

.Brother  Thomas  has  been  having  some  special  features 
in  his  Sunday  evening  services,  such  as  "Talent  Night," 
"Song-Sermon  Night,"  "Record  Night,"  "Film  Night," 
etc. 

SPECIAL.  We  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  a  shipment  of 
cloths  for  our  press  room  from  the  Masontown,  Pennsyl- 
vania,  W.   M.   S.,   Mrs.   Harry   Berkshire,   President. 
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H/GHL/GHTS  OF  THE  MID- WEST  DmK\C'\ 
CONFERENCE  OV  BRETHREN  CWWKQW^'i, 


The  1953  Mid-West  District  Conference  was  held  at 
lonill,  Kansas,  October  5th  to  8th.  Song  services  were 
•d   by   Rev.   J.    F.    Burton,    with    Mi's.    Olin    Davis    at    the 

iano. 

The  Monday  evening  devotions  were  given  by  Mrs. 
reorge  Eisenbise,  of  Morrill.  The  Address  of  welcome  was 
iven  by  the  host  pastor.  Rev.  Edwin  Puteibaiigh.  Re- 
Iponses  were  given  by  the  following,  Falls  City,  PJlla 
iloyes;  Mulvane,  Mrs.  Olin  Davis;  Cheyenne,  Rev.  F.  W. 
arber;  Carleton,  Mrs.  Loren  Leitsch;  Fort  Scott,  Mrs. 
dith  Culp,  and  Portis,  Mrs.  D.  J.  Lemon.  Rev.  St.  Clair 
>enshoff  brought  greetings  from  Ashland,  Ohio.  The  Vice- 
loderator,  Rev.  J.  F.  Burton,  then  brought  his  address, 
Building  the  Church,"  He  told  us  on  what  to  build  our 
hurch,  and  what  we  had  to  do  to  have  a  live  church. 

At  the  Tuesday  morning  business  session  the  election 
f  officers  resulted  in  the  following:  Moderator,  Rev.  J. 
\  Burton;  Vice-Moderator,  Rev.  F.  W.  Garbei';  Secretary, 
Irs.  Mary  E.  Rieger;  Ass't.  Secretary,  Mrs.  Olin  Davis; 
Measurer,  Mrs.  Ernest  McKim,  and  Statistician,  K.  J. 
Vhite.  The  remainder  of  our  officiary,  as  elected,  appears 
1  The  Brethren!  Annual.  Rev.  ,Burton  became  chairman 
f  the  committee  on  Incorporation  by  virtue  of  his  office 
s  Moderator  for  the  coming  year.  Rev.  Thomas  Shannon 
;as  named  the  fifth  member  of  the  Committee. 

The  1954  Conference  will  be  held  on  October  7th  to 
0th,  at  McLouth,  Kansas.  Mi',  and  Mrs.  D.  J.  Lemon,  of 
*ortis,  Kansas,  were  seated  as  delegates  at  large.  The 
loderator's  Address  was  given  by  Rev.  Shannon.  It  was 
oted  to  have  this  address  appear  in  The  Brethren  Evan- 
:elist. 

In  the  afternoon  session  following  a  sermon  by  Rev. 
ohn  Bower,  reports  were  given  on  the  district  mission 
rork  by  the  mission  pastors.  Rev.  Benshoff  spoke  unoffi- 
ially  on  the  work  of  the  National  Mission  Board. 

The  evening  sermon  was  presented  by 'Rev.  Puterbaugh 


on,  "Believing  is  Seeing."  He  presented  a  i/  poini  p»r>- 
gram  for  a  growing  chuich.  Rev.  W.  R.  Deet<T  brought 
greetings  to  the  Conference.  He  and  his  wif«.-  have  re- 
tired from  the  ministry  and  live  at  Topeka,  KaneaH.  He 
still   bears  witness  to  his  Saviour  among  those  he  meet». 

The  Wednesday  nioniing  business  session  saw  report.'* 
of  officers  and  heads  of  the  auxiliary  organizations  of 
the  district.  The  morning  sermon  was  given  by  Rev.  flar- 
ber  on,  "A  New  Life  in  Christ."  He  told  us  what  be- 
longed to  us  in  the  changed  life. 

At  the  afternoon  session.  Dr.  Glenn  Clayton,  President 
of  Ashland  College,  spoke  about  .\.shland  College  and 
Seminary,  stressing  the  point  that  we  needed  to  train 
more  Brethren  ministers. 

Wednesday  evening,  a  men's  trio,  composed  of  J.  H. 
Crush,  Harve  Hinz,  and  John  Lichty,  accompanied  by  Mrs. 
Charles  Hieneman,  of  Falls  City,  gave  a  special  number. 
Rev.  Benshoff  brought  the  message  of  the  evening  on  the 
subject,  "The  Glory  Song  Over  There."  He  spoke  of  our 
lives  after  we  are  saved  from  sin,  and  what  a  glory  wo 
will  have  in  the  eternal  life. 

The  final  .Business  session  on  Thursday  morning  opened 
with  the  Brethren  Publishing  interests  being  presented  by 
Rev.  Benshoff,  Editor  of  Publications.  He  emphasized  the 
need  of  our  church  paper  being  in  every  Breinren  home. 
The  Resolution's  Report  was  read  and  accepted.  Further 
reports  came  from  the  Disti-ict  Mission  Board.  The  Treas- 
urer, and  the  Secretary. 

Dr.  Claj'ton  brought  the  closing  message  of  Conference 
on  "If  Thou  Knewest  the  Gift  of  God." 

Many  remarked  that  we  had  hati  a  wonderful  confer- 
ence, and  it  was  good  to  have  been  there.  The  messages 
were  all  inspiring  and  challenging.  It  was  a  time  of  good 

fellowship  among  Brethren. 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  Rieger.  Dist.  Secretary. 


^RS.  C.  A.  STEWART  RETURNS  HOME 

Brother  C.  A.  Stewart,  under  date  of  November  2nd, 
las  written  the  Editor  as  follows : 

"Many  people  are  asking  about  Mrs.  Stewart.  Nine 
veeks  ago  yesterday  she  got  sick  and  has  been  down  witii 
.rthritis.  She  was  in  Memorial  Hospital,  in  Logansport, 
ome  time,  and  then  was  taken  to  the  Elkhart  General 
lospital,  in  Elkhart,  Indiana,  and  from  there  to  her  sis- 
er's  (Mrs.  Dorothy  Arch)  home  in  Nappanee.  We  are 
ilanning  on  bringing  her  home  the  first  of  this  week.  She 


is  slowly  improving,  but  to  date  has  been  confined  to  her 
bed  most  of  the  time. 

"The  Flora  church  has  been  so  good  to  i-emember  us  in 
so  many  ways.  Mrs.  Stewart  has  i-eceived  so  many  kind 
remembrances,  and  the  dining  room  table  looks  like 
Christmas,  loaded  down  with  packages  waiting  for  her  re- 
turn. All  this  calls  from  our  hearts  a  gratitude  that  can- 
not be  expressed  in  words.  These  are  wonderful  pev>p!e." 

C.  A.  Stewan. 

(We  urge  the  Brotherhood  to  remember  Sister  Stew- 
art at  the  throne  of  gi-aoe  as  she  is  on  the  road  to  reo«n'- 
ery.  W.  S.  B.) 
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Topic  for  November  22,  1953 

A   PSALM   or  THANKSGIVING 

Scripture   KeadinR:   Psabin   30 

THIS  WEEK  we  will  observe  our  annual  Thanksgiving- 
celebration.  What  does  this  day  mean  to  you?  Is  it 
the  day  of  the  big  football  game  or  a  time  to  visit  with 
the  relatives?  Or  is  it  just  a  day  to  "take  it  easy"  and 
stay  home  from  work  or  school?  Perhaps  it  is,  but  it 
should  mean  much  more  to  us  than  that.  There  are  many 
things  for  which  we  can  be  thankful  and  some  of  them 
are  listed  for  us  in  Psalm  30.  Let  us  take  note  of  a  few 
of  them. 

I.  THANKSGIVING  FOR  VICTORY  OVER  OUR  ENE- 
.MIES.  When  we  think  of  victory  over  our  enemies,  we 
usually  think  about  victories  on  the  field  of  battle.  Cer- 
tainly God  has  been  good  to  us  as  a  nation  in  this  re- 
spect. Our  nation  has  never  had  to  taste  the  bitter  cup 
of  defeat.  We  can  thank  God  that  our  nation  is  strong 
and  we  should  pray  that  He  will  keep  it  strong. 

But  there  are  other  victories  for  which  we  should  give 
God  thanks.  If  you  have  had  a  victory  over  the  foi'ces  of 
sin,  it  should  be  a  time  of  quiet  celebration  on  your  part. 
We  should  thank  God  for  victories  that  have  been  won  in 
recent  years  over  the  forces  of  disease,  poverty,  ignorance 
and  superstition.  Tliank  God  for  the  victories  of  the 
church  of  Christ  and  of  His  people. 

IL  THANK  GOD  FOR  HLS  LONGSUFFERING  LOVE. 
Verses  4-5.  God  is  not  willing  that  any  should  perish,  but 
that  all  should  be  saved.  There  a)e  many  things  that 
happen  to  us  that  we  cannot  understand.  We  may  not 
like  the  chastening  that  our  Heavenly  Father  is  some- 
times forced  to  use  on  us,  but  we  can  be  certain  and  we 
should  be  thankful  that  God  is  longsuffering  in  His  love. 
List  some  of  the  ways  in  which  God  has  been  patient 
with  you,  your  fiiends.  How  may  we  recognize  the  long- 
.suffenng  of  God  in  our  lives?  Trace  the  longsuffering  of 
God  with  His  people  in  the  wilderness. 

In  the  loiins  of  Pompeii  was  once  found  a  little  invalid 
child  which  had  lain  in  the  volcanic  ashes  for  neaily  two 
thou.sand  years.  The  mother,  who  was  a  woman  of  noble 
family,  had  plenty  of  chance  to  escape  and  save  heiself, 
but  she  had  gone  back  to  le.scue  this  helpless  deformed 
boy,  and  through  all  these  years  the  mothei-'s  aim  has 
lain  there  underneath  this  little  child  she  died  to  save,  a 
mute  and  yet  tendei-  token  of  deathless  love.  So.  in 
greater  fashion,  through  the  confusions  of  the  world,  the 
din  and  the  noise  of  our  busy  and  material  lives,  the 
flarkness  and  mystery  of  time  and  s))ace,  the  everlasting 
aiTns  of  God  are  underneath  us,  and  He  is  with  us  in  our 
pains,  and  in  our  struggles,  striving  to  place  His  image 
on  us  and  to  make  us  in  fact  children  of  God.  Thank 
God  for  His  longsuffering. 


IIL  THANK   GOD   FOR  OUR    PROSPERITY.    Vers 

6-7.  This  is  a  good  time  of  the  year  to  review  what  \ 
been  accomplished  during  the  past  summer.  When  we 
that,  we  will  find  that  God  has  been  unusually  good 
us.  The  first  Thanksgiving  Day  celebration  was  at  Ply 
outh  on  December   11,  .1021.   One  who  was  there  wrol 
"Our  corn  did  prove  w^ell;  and,  God  be  praised,  we  h 
a  good  increase  of  Indian  corn.  Our  harvest  being  gott 
in,   our  governor  sent  four  men  on  fowling,   that  so 
might,  after  a  special  manner,  rejoice  together  after 
gathered   the   fruit   of   our  labors.   Many   of  the   India 
came  amongst  us,  and  among  the  rest  their  greatest  kir 
Massasoit,   with   some  ninety  men  whom   for  three   da 
we   entertained   or  feasted."   Read   that  and   then   try 
complain  about  high  prices.  When  we  read  of  what  th 
had   and   consider   what   we  have,   we   can    only   bow   o 
heads  and  give  thanks. 

IV.  THANK  GOD  FOR  HIS  FAITHFULNESS.  Vers 

8-9.  God  has  kept  all  of  the  promises  He  ever  made 
man.  What  a  better  world  this  would  be  if  man  had  ke 
his  promises  to  God.  Take  a  look  at  some  of  the  cov 
nants  God  made  with  His  people  and  you  will  find  th: 
the  men  involved  broke  their  part  of  the  bargain,  but  G( 
is  still  keeping  His  promises.  Has  God  evei-  failed  you 
Do  you  know  of  any  single  person  to  whom  God  h;. 
been  unfaithful  ? 

V.  GIVE    THANKS    FOREVER.    Verses    11-12.    Tl 

Christian  is  a  thankful  person  because  he  takes  time  1 
think.   "Thank"  used  to  be  the  past  tense  of  "think"  s 
that  students  in  English  class  would  often  say,  "I  thini 
I  thank,  and  I  thunk."  When  we  are  able  to  think,  it 
easy  to  be  thankful. 

Eddie  Rickenbacker  was  once  asked  what  w,as  the  bij 
gest  lesson  he  had  learned  from  drifting  about  with  hi 
companions  in  life  rafts  for  twenty-one  days  on  the  P; 
cific.  He  replied,  "The  biggest  lesson  I  learned  from  th£ 
experience  was  that  if  you  have  all  the  fresh  water  yo 
want  to  drink  and  all  the  food  you  want  to  eat,  you  oug? 
never  to  complain  about  anything." 

THE  PILGRIM  FATHERS 

0  God,  beneath  Thy  guiding  hand 

Our  exiled  fathers  crossed  the  sea; 
And  when  they  trod  the  wintry  strand. 

With  prayer  and  psalm  they  worshipped  Thee. 

Thou  heard'st,  well  pleased,  the  song,  the  prayer: 
Thy  blessing  came;  and  still  its  powei' 

Shall  onward  through  all  ages  bear 
The  memory  of  that  holy  hour. 

Laws,  freedom,  truth,  and  faith  in  God 

Came   with   those   exiles   o'er  the   waves; 

And  where  their  pilgrim  feet  have  trod, 

The  God  they  trusted,  guards  their  graves. 

And  here  Thy  name,  0  God  of  love. 

Their  children's  children  shall  adoi'e. 
Till  these  eternal  hills  remove. 

And  spring  adorns  the  earth  no  more. 

— Leonard  Bacon. 
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HYMN  OP  GRATITUDE 

Great  God  of  nations,  now  to  Thee, 

Our  hymn  of  gratitude  we  raise; 
With  humble  heart  and  bended  knee 

We  offer  Thee  our  song  of  praise.    • 

Thy  name  we  bless.  Almighty  God, 

For  all  the  kindness  Thou  hast  shown 

To  this  fair  land  the  Pilgrims  trod — 
This  land  we  fondly  call  our  own. 

We  praise  Thee  that  the  Gospel's  light 
Through  all  our  land  its  radiance  sheds 

Dispels  the  shade  of  error's  night, 

And  heavenly  blessings  round  us  spreads. 

Great  God,  preserve  us  in  Thy  fear; 

In  danger,  still  our  Guardian  be; 
0   spread   Thy  truth's  bright   precepts  here; 

Let  all  the  people  worship  Thee. 

— Selected. 

\S  IN  ALL  GOOD  THINGS  Christ  is  our  Example  of 
Thanksgiving  (Matt.  11:25;  26:27;  John  6:11;  11: 
1).  The  host  of  Heaven  is  engaged  in  thanksgiving  (Rev. 
:9;  7:11,  12;  11:16,  17).  Thanksgiving,  like  all  good 
lings  (Psalm  92:1),  is  commanded  of  us  (Psalm  50:14; 
hil.  4:6). 

Our  thanksgiving  should  be  offered  to  God  through 
Christ  (Romans  1:8;  Col.  3:17;  Heb.  13:15),  and  in  His 
ame  (Eph.  5:20).  It  is  to  be  expressed  in  worship  that 
i  private  (Daniel  6:10),  and  public  (Psalm  35:18).  We 
re  to  be  thankful  IN  EVERYTHING  (1  Thess.  5:18), 
nd  AT  ALL  TIMES  (Eph.  1:16;  5:20;  1  Thess.  1:2). 
■ertainly  we  should  thank  God  for  our  food  before  we 
at  (John  6:11;  Acts  27:35),  and  for  the  supply  of  our 
odily  needs  (Romans  14:6,  7;  1  Tim.  4:3,  4).  We  are 
3  be  thankful  FOR  ALL  THINGS  (2  Cor.  9:11;  Eph. 
:20).  It  matters  not  so  much  how  much  we  have  for 
^hich  to  be  thankful  as  it  is  how  thankful  we  are  for 
rhat  we  have. 

"I'm  thankful  for  the  blessings  I  have, 

For  all  that  God  gives  to  me; 
And  I  know  that  by  giving  thanks  for  thcni. 

Still  greater  things  will  be." 

"He  enjoys  much  who  is  thankful  for  little;  a  grateful 
aind  is  both  a  gi-eat  and  a  happy  mind."  It  is  out  of  a 
tumble  rather  than  a  proud  mind  that  thanks  naturally 
omes.  A  proud  man  is  ungrateful  for  he  thinks  he  does 
lot  have  what  he  deserves.  .But  God  loves  to  dwell  in  an 
lumble  and  thankful  heart.  The  wicked  are  adverse  to 
hanksgiving  (Romans  1:21). 

Let  us  be  thankful  for  the  goodness  and  mercy  of  God 
Psalm  106:1;  107:1;  136:1-3)  in  the  gift  unto  us  of  His 


Son  (2  Cor.  9:15;,  Hjh  b<;Htowal  of  windoni  and  rni((ht 
(Daniel  2:23),  and  tho  nrjameHH  of  Hjh  prfcM<;nc<i  n'Halm 
75:1).  May  we  not  be  full  of  boaHtinK  aH  thft  hyp^K-riteH 
(Luke  18:11),  but  have  HJncere  reaHonH  U>  htt  thankful 
for  deliverance  through  ChrJHt  from  indwcjlinjf  sin  (\io- 
rnans  7:23-25). 

Let  us  be  thankful  unto  God  for  what  HIh  Having 
power  has  done  for  others  (KomanH  6:17),  for  HIh  grac<- 
bestowed  upon  them  (1  Cor.  1:4;  ITnil.  1:3-5;  Col.  1:3-0). 
for  their  faith  (Romans  1:8;  2  Thess.  1:3),  zeal  (2  Cor. 
8:16),  and  love  (2  Thess.  1:3).  Wr;  appreciate  the  triumph 
of  the  gospel  (2  On-.  2:14)  for  this  present  time,  the  vic- 
tory over  death  and  the  giavc  ( 1  Cor.  15:17),  and  ChriHt's 
coming  power  and  reign  (Rev.  11:17).  May  thanksgivini? 
always  accompany  our  pi-ayers  (Neh.  11:17;  Phil.  4:6;  Col. 
4:2),  our  praise  (Psalm  92:1;  Heb.  13:15).  And  in  being 
thankful  let  us  not  forget  to  intercede  for  others  (]  Tirii. 
2:1;  2  Tim  1:3;  Philemon  4). 


Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vanator 

Lesson  for  November  22,   195.3 

CHRISTIAN  COMPASSION  FOR  ALL  M.VNkl.M) 

Lesson:  Matthew  9:35-36;  .Mark  l:32-34a:  8:1-4 

WE  FIND  TWO  PHASES  of  Jesus'  activities  shown 
forth  in  our  lesson  for  today:  1.  His  teaching  and 
preaching  of  the  Gospel  message,  and  2.  the  compassion 
which  He  was  ever  e.xhibiting  toward  the  multitude  of 
people  who  always  followed  Him  wherevei-  He  went.  It 
was  this  compassion  which  He  was  constantly  showing 
forth  that  caused  the  people  to  demand  they  take  Him 
and  make  Him  king  and  which  caused  Him  to  say  that 
they  only  followed  Him  "because  of  the  loaves  and  the 
fishes." 

But  we  might  well  say  that  the  reception  of  the  Gos- 
pel teachings  of  Jesus  is  sure  to  bring  about  a  "heart  of 
compassion"  also  in  the  heart  of  the  believers.  Indeed  it 
has  been  said  that  compassion  is  the  key  word  in  Chris- 
tian thought  and  conduct.  Indeed  "compassion  and  sympa- 
thy" carry  the  meaning  "to  suffer  with."  And  that  is  ex- 
actly what  Jesus  did  and  is  expressed  by  the  oft  repeated 
words,  "and  He  had  compassion  on  them  and  healed 
them." 

Glenn  R.  Winters  says,  in  Arnold's  Commentary.  "His 
chief  interest  in  the  people  He  met  was  love  for  them. 
and  His  acts  of  mercy  were  like  the  acts  of  a  mother  in 
cooling  the  forehead  of  a  fevered  child." 

Tlie  text  of  our  lesson  centei-s  in  the  report  of  the  Gos- 
pel writers  concerning  the  activities  of  Jesus  with  regard 
to  His  compassionate  healing  of  diseased  bodies  and  the 
feeding  of  the  hungry  multitude. 

It  has  been  rightly  said  that  "one  of  the  most  tragic 
facts  of  history  is  that  thi-oughout  the  centuries  there 
have    alwavs   been    large   segments  of  the   i>eople  of  the 
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world  who  have  been  suffering  tlio  bitter  pangs  of  luni- 
ger"  .  .  .  "One  of  the  most  disturbing  factors  of  our  na- 
tional life  today  is  our  appai-ent  failure  to  realize  that 
no  man  lives  to  himself  and  that,  conversely,  no  man  dies 
to  himself.  Whether  a  we  life  or  die,  wo  are  the  Lord's 
.  .  .  Who  is  our  neighbor?  Jesus  would  say  that  he  is  the 
one  who  lies  destitute,  and  wounded,  and  sore,  by  the  rav- 
aging hand  of  the  vicissitudes  of  life — the  man  who  lies 
woundeil  and  half  dead  by  the  Jericho  way.  And  that  is  a 
very  inclusive  definition;  so  much  so,  in  fact,  that  it 
ivaches  all  the  way  around  the  inhabitable  world.  To  con- 
sider it  less  is  to  fail  to  see  with  the  eyes  of  Jesus."  An- 
other has  also  said  that  "The  cries  of  Africa,  the  Near 
tast,  the  Far  East,  for  compassionate  regard  had  better 
not  be  lost  on  our  ears  if  we  wish  to  save  what  is  left 
there." 

The  medical  missionary  has  the  deepest  hold  on  the 
heathen  because  here  he  finds  exemplified  the  compassion 
of  Jtsus.  To  merely  heal  the  body  is  only  a  part  of  the 
task  of  the  medical  missionary.  Remember  that  Jesus  not 
only  healed  the  broken  bodies  of  suffering  humanity,  but 
He  said  so  many  times,  "Go  and  sin  no  more."  No  one 
should  or  can  use  the  good  offices  of  the  Master  in 
"healing  the  body"  without  incurring  an  additional  obli- 
gation to  Him.  In  fact  the  healing  must  be  secondary  to 
the  desire  in  the  heart  of  the  individual  for  the  love  of 
the  Master  to  be  exemplified  in  his  life.  One  of  the  most 
important  things  to  remember  is  that  Christianity  is  not 
measured  by  what  we  can  get  out  of  it,  but  by  what  we 
can  put  into  it. 

"God  so  loved  the  world  through  Christ;  Christ  loves 
the  world  through  Christians." 
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ELKHART,  INDIANA 

We  want  to  report  on  our  week  of  Special  Meetings  at 
the  Elkhart  Brethren  Church,  September  27th  to  October 
4th.  with  Brother  J.  D.  Hamel.  Our  own  Choir  and  Music 
Committee  handled  the  Song  Services  in  a  very  fine  way. 
Average  attendance  during  the  seven  evenings,  was  93, 
with  a  good  number  of  loyal  Brethren  attending  every 
.Service. 

Theie  was  one  baptism  resulting  fioni  the  Meetings, 
with  more  to  follow  soon.  Hjother  Hamel  did  a  .splendid 
job  of  bringing  solid  Gospel  Messages  at  every  service. 
We  were  very  sony  that  it  just  happened  to  be  one  of 
the  Pastor's  busiest  weeks,  and  ve)-y  little  pei.sonal  work 
was  done.  But  much  good  seed  was  sown,  and  the  hai-vest 
will  follow,  we  know.  Brother  Hamel  possesses  the  rare 
quality  of  inffctious  enthusiasm,  and  every  Church  needs 
a  literal  injection  of  that  today.  We  pray  that  his  min- 
istry in  South  Bend  will  be  blessed  of  God,  and  we  are 
happy  to  welcome  him  and  his  family  as  our  neighbors. 

During  the  meetings,  there  were  delegations  from 
Goshen,  Brighton,  South  Bf-nd,  Nappanee,  North  Liberty, 


and  several  of  our  local  neighboring  churches.  The  spii 
and  fellowship  manifested  each  evening  was  of  the  finei 
We  do  heartily  recommend  Brother  Hamel  to  any  Churi 
seeking  an  Evangelist.  The  Elkhart  church  can  say,  " 
was  good  to  have  had  him  with  us." 

Our   Fall   and   Winter    program    is    just    now    gettii 
under  way,  with  Homecoming,  Rally,  and  Cash  Day  beii 
observed   on   October  25th.  The  Pastor  has  been  grant( 
permission  to  spend  two  weeks  at  our  County  Line  Chun 
in  November.  So,  on  November  8th,  Rev.  Delbert  B.  Flor 
Dean   of  Ashland   Theological    Seminary,    and    a    formi 
pastor,    will    speak   morning   and    evening.    The     Elkha 
Church  is  looking  forward  with  that  Hope,  steadfast  ar 
sure,   built   upon   the   Rock,   Christ  Jesus,    knowing    thi 
"Faith,  if  it  hath  not  works,  is  dead."  We  look  unto  a 
all  wise  God  to  lead  us  into  greater  paths  of  service.  W 
solicit  your  prayers,  and  thank  Him  for  the  privilege 
being  a  part  of  His  great  work  among  men. 

R.  K.  Higgins,  Pastor. 


NEW  LEBANON,  OHIO 

New  Lebanon  is  still  on  the  active  list,  with  good  « 
suits.  With  the  beginning  of  the  new  church  year  there  i 
good  attendance  in  both  services.  All  indications  shov 
that  the  Sunday  School  is  growing;  it  being  hardly  poE 
sible  to  cai'e  for  some  classes  due  to  the  shortage  o 
Classroom  space.  Thei'e  was  not  too  much  of  a  slump  thi' 
past  summer. 

Sunday,  September  27th,  the  pulpit  was  filled  by  Di 
J.  Garbei'  Drushal,  President  of  the  Missionary  Boai'd  o 
the  Brethren  Church,  of  Wooster,  Ohio. 

Sunday,  October  4th,  was  Homecoming  and  Rally  Day 
The  guest  speaker  was  Rev.  Don  J.  Odle,  Coach  and  Ath 
letic  Diiectoi  al  Taylor  University,  in  Indiana.  It  alsi 
marked  the  beginning  of  a  two  week's  revival  meeting 
with  Rev.  S.  E.  Byler,  of  Murray,  Kentucky,  as  Evange 
list.  May  the  Lord  bless  him,  and  this  effort  in  a  might) 
way,  bringing  good  results. 

And  as  we  start  the  new  church  year,  may  we  be  le( 
of  the  Master  to  do  His  will  according  as  He  has  planned 
and  fellowship  in  such  a  way  that  we  may  be  broughl 
close)"  to  one  another,  and  then  closer  to  our  Lord. 

Another  member  has  been  added  to  the  Byler  house 
hold.   A  little  girl,  which  completes  the  quartet. 

Anna  Cashou)'. 


BRYAN,  OHIO 

Announcement  in  "The  Brethren  Evangelist"  by  Th( 
Hi'yan,  Ohio  Brethren  Chuic.i,  of  a  revival  planned  foi 
October  11th  to  25th,  indicts  this  Pastor  for  his  negli 
gence  in  not  having  reporte.l  a  two  weeks'  meeting  ir 
which  he  paiticipated  with  Th(  Bryan  Church,  and  Pastor 
last  spring. 

For  two  weeks,  April  6th  to  19th,  we  had  the  thrill  ol 
preaching  in  one  of  our  larger  Churches.  Bryan  reports 
a  mcmbenship  of  .375.  Also,  it  was  a  privilege  to  se)'V( 
with  the  Pastor,  Rev.  Alvin  H.  Grumbling,  and  Mrs 
Grumbling.  He  was  one  of  the  177  received  into  Johns- 
town Thiifl   Brethren  Church  during  our  seven  yeai's  pas- 
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orate  there,  1!)3<)  to  J!M.'J.  The  (iruinhlinKH  had  also  lol- 
owed  us  in  the  Pittsburgh  Pastorate,  so  we  had  lots  of 
hings  in  common. 

For  each  of  the  fourteen  services,  the  song  leader,  or- 
janist  and  pianist  were  present  to  lead  in  the  inspira- 
ional  praise  service.  They  also  arranged  foi'  special  nuni- 
)ers  each  service,  which  were  appreciated.  The  average 
ittendance  was  102,  with  the  Sunday  morning  attendance 
caching  225. 

There  were  no  visible  results  of  the  c;!"  i^aign  in  re- 
bonsecrations  and  confessions.  But,  we  i^  lL.se  to  interpret 
phis  lack  as  indicating  that  the  C.'fiuK  li  is  not  alive  spir- 
itually, that  the  preaching  was  uninspired,  or  that  the 
leadership  is  inadequate.  We  rejoiced  to  hear  of  a  very 
successful  Home  Coming  Anniversary  celebration,  and 
3f  the  refurnishing  of  the  sanctuary  and  decoration  of 
the  interior.  A  very  generous  check  attested  the  Church's 
appreciation  of  our  efforts. 

Brother  Grumbling  surrendered  his  spot  on  the  thirty 
minute  Sunday  morning  broadcast  over  WONW,  Defiance, 
for  the  devotional  message  to  us.  This  was  ably  sup- 
ported by  a  choir  of  fifteen  who  would  leave  Bryan  at 
7:00  A.  M.  and  drive,  one  Sunday  in  a  blizzard,  the  18 
miles  to  the  studio  for  a  "live"  broadcast. 

We  were  most  comfortably  and  congenially  lodged  with 
the  Frank  Roeschs.  Many  of  the  families  sumptuously  en- 
tertained in  their  homes,  or  provided  for  our  meals  at 
a  local  restaurant.  As  an  added  thrill.  Brother  Grumbling 
arranged  for  us  to  visit  three  Bryan  industries.  We 
toured  a  Pet  Milk  Evaporating  and  Canning  Plant,  The 
Ohio  Art  Company,  which  makes  a  great  variety  and 
quantity  of  children's  toys,  and  The  Paul  B.  Elder  &  Son 
Company,  manufacturing  pharmacists. 

We  shall  always  I'emember  our  fortnight  with  the 
splendid  Bryan  Church  families,  for  their  inspiring  coop- 
eration, the  much  and  varied  musical  talent,  their  gra- 
cious hospitality,  their  evidences  of  alertness  and  stew- 
ai'dship  in  the  things  of  the  Lord,  and  for  the  opportunity 
to  become  "better  acquainted,"  with  the  Church  and  its 
leadership. 

William  S.  Crick,  Gi'atis,  Ohio. 


TERRA  ALTA,  W.  VA. 

Our  annual  evangelistic  meeting  was  held  from  Septem- 
ber 1st  to  the  10th  with  the  Rev.  W.-  B.  Brant  of  the 
Vinco  Brethren  Church  presiding.  It  was  a  very  success- 
ful meeting  with  five  being  received  into  the  Church. 

Our  pastor,  Emra  T.  Fike,  organized  a  vacation  Bible 
School  at  the  Laurel  Glen  School  House  the  past  sum- 
mer. It  was  led  by  Pauline  Moyer  and  the  attendance  was 
unusually  large,  averaging  over  30. 

Preaching  services  were  held  each  night  by  Elders 
Jonas  Sines  and  Emra  T.  Fike.  Five  were  baptized  and 
one  receiver  the  rite  later  in  Washington,  D.  C,  where 
her  home  is. 

The  regular  council  meeting  of  our  Church  was  held 
September  20th  with  the  moderator,  Arch  Whitehair  pre- 
siding. A  new  moderator,  Roy  Whitehair,  was  elected  for 
the  coming  year.  Rev.  W.  B.  Brant  of  the  Vinco  Church 
was  elected  Elder  to  replace  Rev.  Galen  Fike.  who  was 
unable  to  attend  due  to  other  arrangements. 


Oui-  (Jhurcli   received   a  ik.w  loof  and  Hom«:  landwrapiiig 
to  improve  parking  conditionH  during  th«;  paHt  month. 

— MrH.  Arnold   Whitthair. 
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KULP-GRLSSO.  Anna  Kulp  and  Rev.  C.  C.  GrisKO  were 

united  irr  marriage  at  the  Loree  Brethren  church  in  a 
private  wedding  with  Rev.  and  Mrs.  H.  E.  Richer  the  at- 
tendants, and  Mrs.  Studebaker  present,  on  October  the 
eleventh  at  six-thiity  in  the  evening.  They  planned  a  few- 
days  wedding  trip  through  the  Smokies.  The  bride  is  a 
family  friend  of  many  years,  now  residing  on  Wayne 
Street,  North  Manchester,  Indiana,  where  the  happy  cou- 
ple will  be  at  home  to  their  many  friends.  Rev.  Gris.so 
is  well  known  in  the  Brethren  church,  having  held  va- 
rious pastorates  and  many  envangelistic  meet- 
ings. My  first  pei'sonal  acquaintance  with  him 
was  in  1910  when  he  held  an  evangelistic  meeting  in  our 
country  church  on  my  mother's  farm.  For  these  years 
he  has  been  a  highly  esteemed  friend  and  true  br-other  in 
the  ministry.  Our  heartiest  congratulations  and  very  best 
of  good  wishes  we  extend  to  them  for  their  new  home  as 
they  journey  in  life  together. 

Claud  Studebaker,   Bunkerhill,   Ind.,  R.   1. 


Cath  to  ®p0t 


STAIR.  Casper  C.  Stair,  member  of  the  Fair  Haven 
Brethren  Church,  passed  away  in  the  Lodi  City  Hospital. 
October  15,  1953,  following  an  illness  of  three  weeks. 
Born  in  the  Province  of  Frutenhauf,  Wertenbeig.  Ger- 
many, in  1870.  Came  to  America,  and  to  Wayne  and 
Medina  counties,  Ohio,  at  age  15.  A  faithful  sei"v"ant  of 
the  Lord,  serving  as  a  teacher  and  Deacon  in  the  church 
for  many  years.  Survived  by  his  wife.  Jenn'e  Hubler  Stair, 
and  three  sons,  Walter,  Herbert,  and  Paul.  Funeral  ser- 
vices by  the  undersigned  on  October  18,  1853. 

Phil  Lersch,  Pastor. 


How  About 
Your  Offerings?? 


HOME  MISSION  OFFERING 

Give  through  your  local  church,  or  if  this  is  not  pos- 
sible, note  the  following  information.  Church  Trea;nii-ers. 
also  please  note: 

Make  cheeks  to  the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren 
(liurcli,   and   address   Missionaiy    Board   of  th^   Rrethron 

(hur-ch,   524   College   Avenue.   Ashland.  Ohio. 


PACK  SIXTEEN 


THE  BRETHRKN   KVANGEI.IS 


YEARBOOK  OF  AMERICAN  CHURCHES.   1953 

inlitod    by    In'uson    V.    Laiidis,   22i\d   edition 

.   .   .   All  ai'curato  direotoiy  of  Amerioan  religion  toinpiled  for  peoplt'  of  all  faiths. 

It    contains    Directories,    Statistical    and    Historical    Data,    Information     on     iccenL 
(.lunrli  dovolopments.  Index,  Chaitt^  and  Graphs. 

Pile  book   is  indispensable  to  Ministers,  Religious  and  Social  workers,   Educators, 
Students,  etc. 

Vhv    Year   book   of  American   Churches,   1953,   is  available   for  .$4.00,   and  contains 
about  300  pages  of  valuable  material  as  outlined  above. 
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The  Faith  of  the  Gospel 

By  Dr.  C.   F.  Yoder 


The     FAITH 
of  the 

GOSPEL 


Dr.  C   F,  Yoiicr 


We  are  reminding  the  Brethren  to  send  in  their  orders 
for  Dr.  Yoder's  Book,  "The  Faith  of  the  Gospel."  This 
book  has  had  a  very  good  sale,  thus  far,  so  we  suggest 
that  you  get  your  oi'der  in  now. 

This  hook  contains  many  of  the  answers  to  perplexing 
problems  which  have  arisen  in  Doctrine,  Ordinances,  be- 
lief and  practice.  It  can  serve  equally  well  as  a  refresher 
course  in  Brethren  teachings,  or  as  an  instructional  text 
for  new  or  prospective  members. 

It  lends  itself  to  Bible  Study  Class  work.  Home  devo- 
tional study,  or  to  a  deeper  search  into  the  gieat  teach- 
ings of  the  Scriptures. 

Order  youi-  supply  today.  Price  65c  plus  lOc  postage 
and  handling.  Per  dozen:  $0.60,  plus  25c  postage  and 
handling. 


Order  from  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company 

524  College   Ave.,   Ashland,   Ohio. 
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COMING  EVENTS 


i- .... 


We  invite  all  Pastors,  church  leaders,  to  avail  them- 
selves of  this  column,  for  announcing  special  events  in 
their  churches.  Be  sure  the  information  reaches  us  at 
least   three  vv^eeks  ahead  of  date  of  scheduled  event. 

■  "■  i~i  i~    -i»  ~i  ;*-i    -  ■ 

WILLIAMSTOWN,  OHIO.  Revival  Services— Noveniberi 
22nd  to  29th — Rev.  George  Solomon,  Evangelist;  Rev. 
Dave  Rambsel,  Pastor. 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  Evangelistic  Services— November  28th 
to  December  6th — Rev.  H.  R.  Garland,  Evangelist;  Rev, 
W.  S.  Crick,  Pastor. 

WAYNE  HEIGHTS  BRETHREN,  WAYNESBORO, 
PENNA.  Week  of  Bible  Lectures— November  22nd  to 
29th — conducted  by  Dean  Delbert  B.  Flora,  of  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary;  Rev.  N.  V.  Leatherman,  Pastoi". 

VINCO,  PENNA.  Cambria  County  Brethren  Christian 
Endeavor  Union  Fun  Night — December  4th — Held  in  the 
Vinco  Brethren  Fellov^^ship  House.  Gifts  for  Kentucky  to 
be  brought  to  this  program.  Walter  C.  Wertz,  Unioni 
President;  Rev.  Woodrov^r  B.  Brant,  Host  Pastoi-. 


Items  of  general  Interest 


FAYETTEVILLE,  W.  VA.,  GATEWOOD  BRETHREN. 
Brother  Paul  Tinkel  has  accepted  a  call  given  to  him  to 
become  pastor  of  the  Gatewood  Brethren  Church,  begin- 
ning on  November  1st.  Brother  Tinkel  is  the  son  of 
Brother  Arthur  H.  Tinkel,  pastor  of  our  Oakville,  Indiana, 
church. 

WAYNE  HEIGHTS  BRETHREN,  WAYNESBORO, 
PEXXA,  The  Walker  Girls  Quartet  of  the  Berlin  Church, 


sponsored   by  Miss   Ida  Kimmel,  presented   musical  num- 
bers  in  the  Wayne  Heights  Church,    Sunday,    November 
1st.    At   that   time,   Miss   Kimmel   presented    the    Wayne 
Heights  Church  a  gift  of  beautiful  brass  vases  from  thej 
Sunday  School  Class  of  which  she  is  a  member. 

A  Sunday  School  Institute,  conducted  by  the  Pennsyl- 
vania District  Sunday  School  Board,  under  the  direction 
of  Walter  C.  Wertz,  President,  w^as  given  in  this  church 
Saturday  evening,  and  Sunday,  November  14th  and  15th. 

JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.,  SECOND  BRETHREN. 
Brother  Bruce  C.  Shanholtz,  in  reporting  on  the  Cambria 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


ATTENTION:   LITERATURE  SECRETARIES 
AND  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  SUPERINTENDENTS 

First  Quarter  Order  Blanks  have  been  mailed.     If  you 
fail  to  receive  one,  please  notify  the  office. 

BE  SURE  TO  RETURN  THEM  AS  SOON  AS  POSSIBLE 
to  insure  receiving  your  Sunday  School    supplies    on    tinne. 

ORDER  NOW.  AND  AVOID  DELAY. 


The  Brethren  Publishing  Connpany, 
Ashland,   Ohio. 
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n^HE  PSALMIST  GIVES  WORDS  to  his  feeliiiKs  when 
he  says,  "Oh  that  men  would  praise  the  Lord  (or 
his  goodness,  and  for  his  wonderful  works  to  the  children 
of  men!"  These  words,  from  the  107th  I'salm  reflect 
something  of  the  spiritual  condition  in  the  Psalmist's  day. 

Perhaps  it  was  something  akin  to  the  present  day  when 
men  and  women  are  neglecting  to  really  give  thanks  unto 
God.  God  does  receive  the  thanks  and  praise  of  countless 
millions  of  sincere,  Christian  believers  each  day.  Yet  for 
many  others,  we  fear,  "giving  thanks"  is  little  more  than 
a  perfunctory  process  designed  to  ease  the  conscience. 

At  this  Thanksgiving  time  we  would  recommend  a  care- 
ful reading  of  the  107th  Psalm.  The  Psalmist  enumerates 
the  countless  blessings  of  God  to  His  people,  every  so 
often  breaking  into  the  refrain  of  the  verse  quoted  above. 
What  he  is  trying  to  get  across  is  that  for  all  the  gra- 
cious acts  of  mercy,  provision  and  protection  that  God 
has  showered  upon  His  people,  that  the  people  themselves 
should  break  forth  with  praise  to  God.  He  is  begging  the 
people  to  break  forth  into  the  song  of  Doxology  to  God. 

What  are  the  conditions  which  make  possible  such 
praise?  First  of  all,  the  people  mu.st  be  God's  people. 
People  who  have  no  regard  for  God,  who  do  not  know 
Him,  certainly  cannot  praise  Him.  Second,  the  heart  must 
be  truly  grateful.  By  both  of  these  criteria  must  each 
person's  praise  be  judged. 

True,  sincere  praise  does  not  need  to  be  primed, 
pumped,  or  begged.  Genuine  praise  comes  spontaneously, 
as  water  from  a  bubbling  spring  or  artesian  well.  It  can- 
not be  held  back.  Note  the  time  when  Christ  was  making 
His  memorable  ride  into  Jerusalem.  The  crowds  were 
giving  Him  praise  and  woi'ship,  when  the  religious  lead- 
ers of  the  day  requested  Jesus  to  put  a  stop  to  what  they 
called  the  "noise"  of  the  crowd.  Jesus  told  them  that  were 
He  to  quiet  the  crowd  that  the  rocks  themselves  would 
burst  forth  in  praise  to  Him.  Thus  is  the  character  of 
true  praise — of  true  thankfulness. 

Do  you  have  that  kind  of  thankfulness?  The  song 
writer,  feeling  this  burst  of  the  soul's  gratefulness, 
penned  the  words,  "0  for  a  thousand  tongues  to  sing  my 
Great  Redeemer's  praise."  Tlie  song  writer  felt  that  all 
of  human  abilities  could  not  rightly  give  the  proper  rec- 
ognition to  the  soul's  desire  to  pi'aise  God.  Yet  how  many 


people   do   not   even    use   the   one    tongue    they    have    to 
praise  God,  and  to  thank  Him  for  His  goodness  to  them. 

WHAT  ABOUT  THIS  THANKSGIVING?  There  i  .s 
grave  danger  that  the  wave  of  self-sufficiency,  smugness, 
and  "I'm  all  right"  attitude  sunounding  the  laden  tables 
of  America  may  react  against  us.  God  has  terrible  ways 
of  bringing  indifferent  peoples  to  their  knees. 

Let  us  never,  for  one  single  moment,  take  the  blessings 
and  the  goodness  of  God  for  granted,  for  when  we  do,  we 
start  down  a  dangerous  road.  Nations  of  the  past  have 
found  this  out  to  their  sorrow  and  ruin.  As  you  take  up  a 
bite  to  eat,  consider  that  two  thirds  of  the  world  is  for- 
ever undernourished — that  for  your  bite,  two  other  peo- 
ple in  this  world  are  starving  because  they  cannot  pick 
up  a  bite  of  food  like  you  are  doing. 

The  question  in  our  mind  this  Thanksgiving  time  is  how 
Umg  God  can  continue  blessing  our  land  to  fill  our  storage 
bins,  larders,  tables  and  mouths  with  food  if  we  are 
unmindful   of   His   goodness   to   us  and    of  the    needs    of 

others. 

The  amazing  thing  to  us  is  not  that  there  is  food  on 
our  tables,  but  that  God  in  His  goodness  and  mercy  ha? 
permitted  it  to  be  there  in  the  face  of  our  national  dis- 
regard of  His  holy  Name. 

Those  who  would  paint  losy  pictures  for  us  would 
point  to  the  fact  that  we  have  a  national  Thanksgi^^ng 
proclamation,  Thanksgiving  services,  etc.  This  is  all  well 
and  good,  but  it  points  up  a  habit  whei-eby  we  say 
"Tlianks,"  and  then  go  about  our  own  selfish,  sinful  ways. 
Note  the  rise  in  drunkenness,  crime,  inimoi"ality,  delin- 
quency, etc.  If  American  people  were  tnily  thankful,  these 
things  would  not  be!  Sincerity  in  thankfulness  means 
obedience  and  sincerity  in  daily  life  towards  God. 

So,  Christians,  let's  be  sincere  in  our  hearts,  bowing 
humbly  before  Him,  for  truly  He  has  been  good  to  us. 
Then  let  us  herald  forth  to  the  world  the  appeal  for  all 
men  to  share  in  this  sincere  gi-atefulness  through  their 
recognition  and  acceptance  of  Christ  as  thoir  Lord  and 
Sa\-iour.  Lot  us  use  the  one  tongue  God  has  given  us  to 
praise  Him.  and  to  witness  to  others — our  one  tongue  will 
be  sufficient,  if  we  use  it  properly. — W.  S.  B. 
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THE  WALKING  DOCTOR 


ONE  OF  THE  FAMILIAR  SIGHTS  on  little  Beaver 
Creek,  one  of  the  tributaries  of  the  Antietam,  in 
Washington  County,  Maryland,  well  over  one  hundred 
years  ago  was  a  walking  man.  The  trails,  for  the  roads 
of  today  were  the  trails  of  yesterday,  led  from  the  roll- 
ing fields  where  this  man  had  his  home  into  the  recesses 
of  South  Mountain  just  Eastward  of  the  farm.  He  was  a 
familiar  figure  in  the  humble  Mountain  homes  where  the 
only  source  of  heat  and  light  was  the  open  fire  place  and 
the  flickering  candle.  Their  cooking  place,  many  times 
was  the  wide  fireplace  with  its  swinging  crane.  In  con- 
trast he  was  also  a  welcome  visitor  in  the  homes  of  the 
more  pretentious,  on  the  lower  farming  lands  of  the  Val- 
ley. 

What  was  noticeable  about  a  man  traveling?  Nothing! 
In  some  respects  this  was  the  common  way  of  travel, 
however  in  this  case  there  was  something  conspicuously 
different,  for  he  was  accompanied  by  a  horse.  It  was  not 
a  case  of  "ride  and  tie,"  as  when  two  people  used  the 
same  horse  in  pioneer  days,  but  a  man  walking  by  the 
side  of  the  horse.  On  this  horse  were  his  saddle  bags 
with  their  fragrant  aroma  of  various  herbs  and  remedies 
for  the  healing  of  the  sick.  The  man  who  walked  by  the 
side  of  the  horse  was  from  his  youth  up,  a  Hygieist  who 
delved  into  the  healing  mysteries  of  Nature's  plants  and 
unlocked  many  of  their  secrets  of  healing,  turning  them 
to  the  benefit  of  his  fellow  men.  No  doubt  the  bearded, 
walking  man  and  the  walking  horse  were  welcomed  with 
relief  as  he  brought  new  courage  and  hope  to  the  fam- 
ilies in  distress. 

This  man  was  none  other  than  the  founder  of  the 
Fahi-ney  family  of  Maryland,  Doctor  Peter  Fahrney.  His 
father,  Jacob  Fahrney  was  bom  at  Frankfort,  Germany, 
about  the  year  1733  as  can  best  be  learned.  It  is  known 
that  when  he  was  twenty-three  years  of  age  he  emig)-ated 
to  America.  While  he  may  not  have  been  precocious,  he 
had  studied  medicine  in  Europe,  and  began  the  practice 
of  medicine  soon  after  his  settling  in  Lancaster  County, 
Pennsylvania  in  1756. 

At  the  time  of  his  crossing  of  the  Atlantic,  dangers 
were  to  be  found  on  every  hand,  not  only  those  of  the 
hostile  deep  which  tossed  the  little  sailing  vessels  dan- 
gerously, but  England  was  waging  war  with  Louis  XV, 
of  France,  and  was  engaged  in  a  titanic  struggle.  As 
was  the  custom  of  those  days  he  landed  at  Philadelijhia, 
and  soon  made  his  way  out  to  those  of  like  faith  and 
speech  in  Lanca.ster  County.  He  no  sooner  arrived  in 
America  when  he  found  that  he  had  traded  the  risks  of 
the  sea  for  the  risks  of  the  land,  for  the  Colonists  were 


in  deathly  fear  of  attacks  from  the  French  and  Indians 
who  were  waging  a  bloody  war  upon  the  English  settlers. 

Whether  he  married  in  Europe  or  America  is  uncertain, 
however  it  is  known  that  he  had  three  children.  While 
a  record  of  the  first  two  remains  uncertain  there  is  little 
doubt  as  to  the  activities  of  the  youngest  child,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  He  was  given  the  common  German 
name  of  Peter.  His  birth  occurred  on  May  8,  1767,  in 
Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania.  From  the  earliest  days 
of  his  boyhood  he  was  interested  in  herbs  and  traveled 
far  and  wide  in  search  of  them.  No  doubt  being  brought 
up  in  the  atmosphere  of  medicine,  had  its  influence  in 
the  matter  turning  the  forces  of  nature  to  that  of  build- 
ing and  healing  rather  than  that  of  destruction.  As  it  was 
customary  for  German  boys  to  be  taught  a  trade,  he  was 
no  exception  and  was  taught  the  trade  of  a  Tannei-.  In 
his  travels  he  came  in  contact  with  the  itinerant  Evan- 
gelists, among  whom  were  those  hardy  pioneer  preachers 
of  Dunkax-d  faith,  Martin  Urner  and  George  Adam  Mar- 
tin. While  young  Peter  traveled  much  locally,  they  had 
traveled  in  what  seemed  to  him  to  be  a  far  country. 
They  had  been  down  to  Maryland  and  told  him  of  the 
wonderful  lands,  the  fertile  soil,  the  clear  streams  and 
the  beautiful  mountains  along  the  Antietam. 

There  was  the  desire  for  more  land  among  the  thrifty 
Germans  and  distant  fields  appealed  to  them.  Young 
Fahrney  was  soon  inflamed  with  the  spirit  of  wanderlust 
and  was  a  passenger  on  a  covered  Conestoga  wagon 
headed  for  the  Cumberland  Valley,  spreading  westward 
from  the  foot  of  South  Mountain.  The  journey  took  two 
weeks  but  the  trip  was  without  any  incident  of  record. 

His  wanderings  in  search  of  herbs  and  flowers,  for  he 
was  still  at  heart  dedicated  to  the  aiding  of  his  fellow 
men,  took  him  up  and  down  the  banks  of  the  Antietam 
and  its  tributary,  little  Beaver.  Others  had  naturally  pre- 
ceded him  there.  Among  the  families  was  one  by  the 
name  of  Durnbaugh.  Jacob  and  Eve  Durnbaugh  were  set- 
tlers along  with  their  beautiful  daughter  named  after 
her  mother.  Their  home  was  in  the  valley  at  the  foot  of 
South  Mountain  just  East  of  the  Antietam.  There  must 
have  been  something  in  common  with  the  senior  Durn- 
baugh and  the  studious  young  Fahrney  for  he  was  per- 
mitted to  occupy  their  home  and  compound  his  myste- 
rious potents  in  their  San  Mar  home,  as  they  named  it. 
Young  Eve's  interests  were  more  than  in  the  herbs  but 
in  the  one  who  worked  with  them.  This  was  soon  mutual 
and  in  the  year  1791  they  were  married.  Now  that  there 
were  added  duties  and  responsibilities,  he  took  his  young 
bride  to  Chambersburg,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  engaged 
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in  his  trade  of  that  of  a  'J'anner.  To  thiw  union  woe  boi  n 
four  children,  namely,  Catherine,  !<>(•,  S;irnu<;i  and  Jacob. 
After  twelve  years  of  married  life,  the  wife  passed  away 
in   1803. 

With  his  wife  gone  and  four  motlierif'ss  children  to  he 
doubly  responsible  for,  he  naturally  thought  of  the  |ji(nis 
Uunker  home  on  the  banks  of  little  Beaver,  in  Washing- 
ton County,  Maryland.  Jacob  and  Eve  Durnbaugh  were 
both  pious  and  loyal  members  of  the  (Jerman  Baptist,  or 
Dunkard  Church,  as  we  shall  call  it,  and  were  charter 
members  of  the  work  on  Beaver  Creek.  He  returned  to 
the  beautiful  Cumberland  Valley,  watered  by  the  Antie- 
tam  and  its  tributaries  and  protected  by  the  mounlali 
wall  on  the  East.  He  had  prospered  enough  to  puiclia.-,e 
from  his  father-in-law  forty-two  acres  of  land  upon  which 
he  planned  to  carry  on  his  trade  of  a  Tanner.  In  fact  in 
the  deed  it  was  specifically  stated  that  "the  said  Ceter 
Fahrney  could  have  the  right  to  fill  his  tanneiy  vats  two 
days  each  week  from  a  bold  spring."  In  those  days  oven 
as  today  much  water  was  required  in  the  business  of 
changing  raw  hides  to  finished  leather.  The  above  men- 
tioned spring  is  still  pouring  forth  its  waters  at  the 
present  Fahrney  Memorial  Home  at  San  Mar,  near  Maple- 
ville. 

The  best  laid  plans  of  men  are  of  times  changed  sud- 
denly and  without  warning.  Perhaps  it  was  in  the  carry- 
ing out  of  the  work  in  regard  to  his  trade  or  perchance 
riding  forth  for  plants,  his  scientific  first  love,  that  his 
course  in  life  was  so  suddenly  changed.  He  was  for  some 
unknown  reason  thrown  from  his  horse  and  suffered  in- 
juries that  there  was  no  hope  of  regaining  his  normal 
health.  The  rest  of  his  life  was  to  find  him  a  permanent 
cripple.  He  could  no  longer  handle  the  heavy  hides,  or  do 
the  laborious  work  of  the  Tanner.  Naturally  the  necessity 
of  a  change  of  his  life  work  faced  him. 

Being  the  son  of  a  Physician  and  already  having  un- 
locked the  healing  secrets  of  many  plants,  his  decision 
was  to  become  an  agent  for  the  healing  of  his  fellow 
men.  Leaving  his  motherless  children  to  the  tender  care 
of  their  grandparents,  Jacob  and  Eve  Durnbaugh  at  San 
Mar,  he  returned  to  Chambersburg,  Pennsylvania,  and 
studied  medicine  with  a  practicing  Physician.  There  are 
many  living  today  who  have  been  treated  by  Physicians 
who  knew  no  other  Medical  College  than  that  of  some 
time  spent  under  the  care  and  tutelage  of  some  success- 
ful Physician  who  by  his  practice  had  learned  the  arts  of 
healing.  Here  young  Fahrney  studied*,  and  here  he  con- 
tinued the  work  of  a  Hygieist. 

After  a  few  years  he  returned  to  Washington  Coun- 
ty, Maryland  where  he  took  up  his  work  of  htaling. 
Beautiful   San   Mnv  became   his   centei'  of  operations. 

Unfortunately  he  who  brought  so  much  hope  and  healtli 
to  all  who  called  upon  him,  could  not  remove  his  own  in- 


fiiniity  bioughL  about  by  the  fall  from  hiH  hon««.  He  wai« 
crippled  to  such  an  extent  that  while  it  did  not  interfere 
with  his  walking,  it  prevented  him  from  riding  hoint^hack 
in  his  call.s.  Knowing  that  thi.s  wek  the  main  way  of 
travel  in  tho.se  day.s  out.side  the  kIow  lumU.-ring  wagonii, 
his  handicap  wa.H  very  pronounced.  An  ArtiKt  would  find 
a  subject  for  his  brush  in  depicting  the  long  bearded  man 
walking  along  with  his  arm  acros.s  the  neck  of  his  horjw- 
as  they  wended  theii-  way  through  the  Mountain  fast- 
nesses, as  its  shadow  becoming  Khorter  and  jihorter  aM 
day  came  to  the  Antietani.  Or  in  the  evening  when  tired 
and  weary  the  big  hearted  Physician,  leaning  Komewhat 
more  heavily  upon  the  trusted  steed  wended  hia  way 
homeward  not  knowing  whether  he  would  have  an  unin- 
teirupted  night  of  sleep. 

For  his  second  wife  he  married  in  1805  Ann  Saitorious. 
While  it  is  not  within  the  scope  of  this  article  to  give  a 
genealogical  listing  of  his  de.scendants,  it  is  not  out  of 
place  to  name  those  born  of  the  .second  man-iage.  John 
died  in  infancy.  Peter,  the  second  as  born  October  8, 
180G.  Elizabeth,  the  thiid  child  mairied  John  Emmeit, 
Susannah,  married  Abraham  Stauffer,  Joseph  went  to 
Ohio,  and  Sara  married  David  Stull.  Daniel  the  youngest 
and  last  child  born  August  20,  1819,  followed  in  his  fa- 
ther's footsteps,  also  that  of  his  grandfather,  becoming 
a  Physician.  The  present  Fahiney  Memorial  Home  at 
San  Mar  was  built  upon  his  land  and  is  a  living  monu- 
ment to  the  faith  of  this  Christian  gentleman. 

The  descendants  of  Doctor  Peter  Fahmey  are  numer- 
ous. Among  them  are  the  famous  Fahrneys  of  Chicago. 
Illinois,  the  Stouffei-s,  Emmerts,  Hibargers,  Koontzes. 
Boerners,  the  Fahrneys  of  Maryland,  (There  are  eleven 
Fahrneys  listed  in  the  Hageistown,  Maryland,  Telephone 
Directory).  The  Funks,  Klines,  McKees,  Xewcomers, 
Wagenmans  and  a  host  of  otheis.  Each  generation  made 
its  contribution  to  the  Church  in  various  ways. 

Inasmuch  as  the  study  and  practice  of  Medicine  played 
such  an  important  part  in  the  lives  of  the  Fahrneys.  we 
shall  take  the  time  and  space  in  this  article  to  mention 
at  least  two  giandsons  of  Peter  Fahmey,  the  Walking 
Doctor.  One  was  his  grandson  Jacob  who  studied  and 
practiced  with  his  father.  Jacob  Fahrney  at  Quincy,  Penn- 
sylvania just  North  of  Waynesboro.  This  Jacob  was  an 
Elder  in  the  old  Antietani  Dunkard  Church  being  elected 
to  the  Ministry  November  23,  1825.  He  died  April  12, 
1848.  Jacob,  the  grandson  emigrated  to  Polo.  Illinois, 
during  the  Civil  War  about  the  years  1S64  or  1865.  No 
doubt  having  had  handed  down  to  him  fi-om  his  grand- 
father some  of  the  secrets  of  plants,  he  prepared  that 
which  he  called  The  Fahrney  Blood  Purge. 

The  business  grew  so  rapidly  that  it  was  necessary 
to    relocate.    The   growing   city    of   Chicago   attracted   his 
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PKIMEK  FOR  PROTESTANTS  by  James  HastiiiRs 
Nichols  AsstK-iation  Press,  1.'>1  PP:  $1..')0. 

Here  in  a  brief  but  moving  oonipas  is  the  genius  of 
Protestantism.  You  are  a  Protestant  by  birth  and  by 
choice,  but  what  does  that  mean?  Dr.  Nichols  has  writ- 
ten in  unmistakable  terms  what  Protestantism  is  and 
what  it  means  to  be  a  Protestant.  The  genius  of  Protest- 
antism is  that  it  "  .  .  .  represents  a  genuine  revival  of 
the  life  and  gospel  of  the  apostles  .  .  .  "  (Fg.  1)  and  a 
Protestant  is  not  necessarily  one  who  objects  or  'pro- 
tests' "but  rather  one  who  bore  a  witness,  who  made  an 
avowal."  (pg.  it) 

In  the  first  half  of  the  book  the  author  tiaces  the 
course  of  Protestantism  from  its  medieval  origins  to  its 
present  development.  It  is  a  vivid  story  devoid  of  the 
impei"Sonal  tone  of  so  many  histories.  It  is  thrilling  read- 
ing that  carries  the  reader  along  with  it,  so  that  he  feels 
that  he  is  actually  a  part  of  this  great  movement.  He 
knows  why  he  is  a  Protestant  and  is  proud  of  it. 

The  second  half  of  the  book  discusses  the  five  great 
Protestant  Principles,  viz.:  (1)  The  Sole  Headship  of 
Jesus  Christ;  (2)  God's  Redemption  and  Man's  Trust;  (3) 
The  Protestant  Conception  of  the  Church;  (4)  The  Bible; 
(5)  Ethics  and  Politics.  It  is  impossible  to  give  a  com- 
plete review  of  these  chapters  here,  but  suffice  to  say 
the  chapters  on  Jesus  Christ  and  Redemption  are  second 
to  none  in  current  Protestant  literature.  Once  we  have 
recaptured  the  genius  of  of  Protestantism;  its  emphasis 
upon  religious  revival  and  personal  salvation  in  Jesus 
Christ  we  have  truly  become  "protestant."  Dr.  Nichols 
reminds  us  that  "Protestantism  is  in  revolution  because 
the  evangelical  movement  is  again  on  the  march."  (pg. 
148)  Ever>'  minister  and  layman  owes  it  to  himself  and 
his  faith  to  read  this  book. 


PROTESTANTISM  IN  AMERICA  by  Jerald  C.  Braiier, 
Westminster  Press,  307  pp.;  $3.50. 

The  emphasis  on  "Protestantism"  in  current  religious 
literature  is  certainly  one  of  "the  signs  of  the  times." 
We  are  becoming  aware  of  the  great  contribution  that  the 
"Protestant  Heritage"  has  made  to  Western  Civilization. 
This  book  deals  exclusively  with  this  contribution  in  the 
United  States  of  America. 

It  is  not  a  book  on  "Church  History"  in  the  strict  sense 
of  the  word,  but  rather  it  is  the  story  of  Protestantism  in 
the  life  of  our  country.  Dr.  Rrauer  gives  us  a  ))anorami(; 
view  of  the  various  stages  of  the  Protestant  Chuiches  in 
the  historical  pha.ses  of  our  Country's  life.  The  direction 
our  Country  has  taken  has  been  determined,  by  and  large, 
by  the  influences  of  the  Protestant  Churches  of  our  larul. 


It  is  impossible  to  fully  understand  the  meaning  of  the 
"American  Way  of  Life"  unless  you  have  a  knowledge  of 
the  Protestant  movement  and  the  influence  it  has  brought 
to  bear  on  the  political  and  social  aspects  of  this  country. 
Hence,  this  is  more  a  history  of  the  "American  Protestant 
Faith"  than  a  minute  detailed  record  of  the  denominations 
and  sects  of  this  land.  The  last  chapter  entitled,  "The 
Church  Faces  the  Future"  gives  a  forthright  declaration 
of  the  problems  facing  the  Protestant  American  Church 
of  the  20th  century. 

The  book  itself  is  delightful  reading,  and  the  narra- 
tive seems  to  flow  along  and  cari-ies  the  reader  with  it. 
While  it  is  merely  an  "introduction"  and  leaves  the  more 
detailed  aspects  to  other  writers,  this  book  is  excellent 
reading  for  pastors,  teachers  and  laymen. 


THE  DOUGLASS  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSONS 
(1954)  by  Earl  L.  Douglass,  Macmillan  Co.,  473  pp;  $2.95. 

There  are  several  features  about  this  book  which  com- 
mend it  as  a  commentary  for  the  1954  Sunday  School 
Lessons.  The  fii*st  is  that  it  is  easily  readable  and  readily 
understood.  There  is  nothing  technical  about  the  language, 
which  is  an  excellent  feature  in  itself.  Its  approach  is 
one  of  reverence  for  the  Scriptures  and  the  basic  belief 
that  we  ought  to  let  the  Word  of  God  speak  to  us.  The 
lesson  expositions  are,  accordingly,  treatments  of  the 
scripture  passages  indicated  as  the  scripture  background 
of  the  lesson.  And,  there  is  ample  material  to  last  for  a 
whole  Sunday  School  Hour.  No  need  to  run  short  of  mate- 
rial and  have  to  "kill  time."  The  illustrations,  the 
thoughts  and  the  topics  for  discussion  are  all  excellently 
selected  and  arranged.  Particular  words  are  discussed  and 
biblical  places  are  identified. 

An  added  feature,  which  is  invaluable  in  Sunday 
Schools  where  visual  aids  are  used  is  the  suggested  films 
and  film  strips  appropriate  for  each  lesson.  A  complete 
bibliography    of    additional    books    is    also    included. 

There  are  many  available  Sunday  School  Commentaries, 
and  most  of  them  are  excellent,  but  I  have  never  seen 
one  that  includes  so  much  material  and  suggestions  to 
make  the  Sunday  School  Lesson  more  vital  and  meaning- 
ful. 


AND  PEACE  AT  THE  LAST  by  Russell  L.  Dicks  and 
Thomas   S.  Kepler.   Westminster  Press,  94  pp;  $1.50. 

This  is  the  latest  volume  in  the  Pastoral  Aid  Books 
"designed  specifically  to  help  people  solve  problems."  The 
problem  of  this  book  is  that  of  "death"  and  "dying." 
The  first  section  of  the  book  (by  Dicks)  is  a  delightful 
fantasy  purporting  to  be  the  last  thoughts  of  a  man  who 
is  dying  of  an   incurable  disease.  The  author  takes  you 
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Missionary    Department 


OUR  ARGENTINE   MISSION 

A  Hlatemeni  by  the  Missionary  Hoard  of  Ww  Hrcthrcn  Church  iclalivt-  |r>  the 
Mission  to  Argentina  undertaken  by  Dr.  J.  (iarber  Driishal  and  the  proKress  an.J 
cutlock  of  the  church  there. 


Inasmuch  as  the  Missionary  .Board  of  the  Brethi-en 
Church  has  found  it  necessary  to  send  a  special  repre- 
sentative to  Argentina  to  look  after  our  missionary  in- 
terests— twice  in  the  short  period  of  three  years;  and  in- 
asmuch as  certain  reports  have  been  circulated  within 
the  church  in  the  States,  it  seems  wise  in  the  light  of  the 
missionary  interests  of  the  Church  and  of  our  general 
welfare   that   certain   public   statements   should   be   made. 

1.  Legal  papers  of  incorporation  have  been  in  pro- 
cess for  a  period  of  years,  and  the  final  solution  of 
all  problems  pertaining  thereto  awaited  the  arrival 
of  a  representative  of  the  Board  with  power  of  at- 
torney to  complete  all  legal  requirements.  (It  is  our 
desire  to  conform  fully  in  all  respects  with  the  re- 
quirements of  every  nation  where  our  Board  can-ies 
on  Missionai'y  enterprise.) 

2.  It  has  become  both  wise  and  necessary  for  the 
churches  of  Argentina  to  organize  a  conference  of  the 
Brethren  churches.  It  was  the  desire  of  the  Board  to 
aid  in  this  matter,  to  make  possible  our  financial  con- 
tributions to  aid  them. 

3.  It  was  imperative  that  the  Board  take  action  to 
adjust  the  supervision  of  the  work  in  Argentina,  in- 
asmuch as  dissatisfaction  had  arisen  with  the  man- 
agement or  superintendency  of  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Zeche.  The  work  has  now  been  organized  under  the 
new  Argentine  Church  with  the  supervision  in  the 
hands  of  a  committee  elected  by  the  General  Assm- 
bly  of  the  Argentine  Brethren  churches.  It  should  be 


noted  that  the  deeds  to  the  pi'operty  of  the  churche.s 
of  the  Argentine  aie  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Mission- 
ary Board  of  the  Brethren  Church. 

4.  It  should  be  slated  that  a  full  report  by  Brother 
Garber  Drushal  is  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Mission- 
ary Board  of  the  Brethren  Church,  and  although  it 
was  not  written  for  public  pur)joses,  it  may  be  read 
in  the  office  by  those  who  feel  the  need  of  the  full 
statement  and  who  are  willing  to  spend  three  or  more 
houi's  of  their  time  in  reading  it. 

In  view  of  the  report  of  Dr.  Drushal,  it  is  the  opinion 
of  the  Board  that  the  outlook  in  Aigentina  is  bright  with 
fine  possibilities  of  growth  and  development  and  we  be- 
lieve that  new  workers  are  greatly  needed  for  this  area 
at  this  time. 

The  Missionary  Board  has  expressed  its  hearty  appi-e- 
ciation  to  Dr.  Drushal  for  his  saciificial  effort  in  making 
the  trip  at  this  time,  in  view  of  his  family  responsibili- 
ties and  duties  here.  We  appreciate  his  long  and  devoted 
labors  in  assisting  our  Brethren  of  the  Southern  Hemis- 
phere in  the  important  stage  of  their  growth  and  devel- 
opment. We  want  to  make  known  this  appreciation  to  the 
entire  .Brotherhood. 

For  the  information  of  all  our  Brethren  we  are  put- 
ting in  the  Brethren  Evangelist  the  constitution  of  the 
Association  as  adopted  by  the  Brethren  churches  of  Ar- 
gentina. This  document  is  the  result  of  the  concerted  ef- 
forts of  the  Argentine  Brethren  for  six  years. 

(The   Constitution  will   appear  in   next  week's  issue.) 


i^K: 
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FROM  BEA  BISCHOF  AT  LASSA. 
NIGERIA 

.  .  .  We  certainly  had  an  enjoyable  time  (in  the  home 
of  Umoru — their  orchard  attendant).  Their  home  is  very 
nice;  it  looked  like  a  nasara  (Missionary  home).  They 
had  three  nice  comfortable  arm  chairs  in  this  room,  a 
table,  grass  mats  on  the  floor,  and  pictures  from  maga- 
zines on  the  walls,  religious  calendar  and  a  lantern  on 
the  table.  The  home  was  very  clean.  Most  of  the  Christian 
homes  are  very  clean. 

Miss  Miller  and  I  go  and  greet  (thlawar)  the  women 
often  and  we  have  such  a  good  time;  they  love  for  us  to 


come  see  them.  Many  times  they  are  cooking  peanut 
sticks  in  hot  grease,  as  we  do  doughnuts,  and  they  give 
us  some.  We  aren't  afraid  to  eat  them  when  they  come 
out  of  the  hot  grease.  They  are  very  good.  Many  of  our 
Christian  women  boil  the  water  because  they  have  had 
special   hygiene  classes   in   women's   school. 

There  will  be  many  missionaries  leaving  our  station  be- 
fore too  long.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Pfalsgraff  go  on  furlough 
about  the  middle  of  December.  Miss  Miller  is  being  sent 
to  do  nursing  at  the  leper  colony.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beiber 
will  be  leaving  here  about  the  middle  of  January  for 
America.   Bob  and   I  will   then   be  the  oldest   missionaries 
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attention  and  so  the  move  was  made  from  Polo  to  C'hi- 
cago.  There  w;is  such  great  success  in  the  manufactur- 
ing of  this  remedy  which  in  the  main  was  continued  by 
hi3  sons,  that  a  fortune  was  accunuUated  which  was  said 
to  be  in  excess  of  four  million  dollars.  There  are  still  in 
Chicago  those  who  are  heirs  and  one  at  least  who  at  the 
age  of  42  has  brought  rather  unfavorable  publicity  by 
her  escapades  and  her  seven  weddings. 

Another  grandson,  Daniel  P.  Fahrney,  born  near  Boons- 
boro,  Washington  County,  Maryland,  June  10,  1841,  prac- 
ticed Medicine  in  Hagerstown.  He  began  the  study  of 
Medicine  under  his  father,  also  named  Daniel,  and  young- 
est son  of  Peter  Fahrney.  Desiring  further  knowledge,  he 
entered  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  where  he  was  graduated  in  1861.  He  prac- 
ticed with  his  father  until  October  1876,  when  believing 
that  he  could  accomplish  more  in  a  larger  place,  located 
in  Hagerstown.  His  specialty  was  in  Chronic  diseases, 
in  the  treating  of  which  he  was  highly  successful.  He  is 
said  to  have  treated  in  1884  and  1885  over  eleven  thou- 
sand cases,  one  third  of  which  were  treated  by  mail.  He 
also,  like  some  of  his  Physician  relatives  gave  to  the 
sick  and  ailing  a  number  of  "Patent  Medicines." 

There  stands  in  front  of  the  Fahrney  Memorial  Home 
which  is  located  a  few  miles  East  of  Hagerstown  and  a 


short  distance  from  Mapleville,  an  old  building  with  its 
wide  chimney  in  the  end,  known  as  the  Laboratory.  It  is 
in  use  now  as  a  museum.  Here  many  of  the  remedies  of 
a  century  or  more  ago  were  concocted. 

In  the  year  1837  the  years  took  their  toll,  and  the  body 
that  had  served  the  handicapped  for  many  years  could 
function  no  longer.  On  April  9th,  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years,  the  eyes  of  the  Walking  Doctor  and  benefactor  of 
his  people  were  closed  in  death. 

In  1037,  a  century  following  his  death  his  descendants 
erected  in  front  of  the  Laboratory  a  large  monument 
upon  which  they  have  given  a  brief  account  of  his  life. 
A  part  of  the  inscription  from  the  metal  plate  fastened 
to  the  marble  monument  is  as  follows: 

"BECAUSE  OF  HIS  INFIRMITIES  HE  COULD  NOT 
RIDE  HORSEBACK  SO  HE  WALKED  TO  VISIT  HIS 
PATIENTS  WITH  HIS  HORSE  CARRYING  THE  REM- 
EDIES FOR  THE  SICK.  HE  WAS  UNREMITTING  IN 
HIS  ATTENTION  TO  THE  SICK  AND  AFFLICTED. 
IN  HIS  WILL  HE  REQUESTED  THAT  POOR  PEOPLE 
BE  EXEMPT  FROM  HAVING  THEIR  ACCOUNTS  IN 
HIS  BOOKS  COLLECTED. 

TO  A  MAN  WHOSE  CONCEPT  OF  LIFE  COULD  \ 
WELL  BE  EXPRESSED  IN  THE  WORDS  "BEING  MY- 
SELF NO  STRANGER  TO  SUFFERINGS  I  HAVE 
LEARNED  TO  RELIEVE  SUFFERING  OF  OTHERS." 
THIS  TABLET  IS  ERECTED  FEBRUARY  1937  BY 
HIS  DESCENDANTS." 

St.  James,  Maryland. 


MISSIONARY    DEPARTMENT 


(Continued  from  Page  7) 


on  this  station  for  about  four  months,  until  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Grimley  come  back. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hammers  will  be  coming  here  about  Oc- 
tober or  November;  so  we  will  bo  the  only  two  families 
here.  This  will  be  their  first  time  in  Afiica  too.  Then  1 
guess  Bob  will  be  head  master  of  the  school;  lie  will  teach 
the  English  classes,  be  in  charge  of  out-villagc  schools 
and  the  church  work  too.  I  will  have  both  the  dispensary 
and  the  hospital.  Dr,  Hammer's  wife  is  a  nurse,  but  she 
will  be  assigned  to  language  study.  I  will  probably  also 
have  the  women's  work  and  our  Saturday  meetings.  I 
just  hope  my  Margi  is  much  better  by  then,  because 
when  these  women  all  get  to  talking  at  one  time  it  is 
confusing. 

Aida,  the  package  you  sent  came  through  duty  free. 
Thanks   so   much.    We   remember  you   all    in    our  prayers 


and  hope  you  remember  us  too.  So  many  times  we  aren't 
certain  what  to  do  in  our  woi'k  and  the  only  thing  we 
can  do  is  to  seek  God's  guidance  that  we  will  do  the 
right  thing.  If  any  missionary  groups  ask  what  we  need, 
tell  them  four  inch  by  four  inch  squares  like  you  sent 
(ed.  note:  any  cotton  material — either  white  or  colored). 
I  do  want  to  get  a  letter  off  to  Mrs.  Fairbanks  some 
time  and  tell  her  this,  and  she  can  put  it  in  the  Woman's 
Outlook.  It  seems  that  we  have  so  many  letters  to  an- 
swer and  some   I   should  write   I   don't  get  around  to. 

Love, 

Bea. 


MISSIONARIES'  BIRTHDAYS  IN  DECEMBER 

December    2 — Janet    King — Hillcrest    School,    Jos,    Box 
145,  Nigeria,  British  West  Africa. 

December  2 — Jane   Byler — 1014   Grant  Street,  Ashland, 
Ohio. 

December  14 — Jean  Shank Krypton,  Kentucky. 
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HIGHLIGHTS  OF  THE  CENTRAL  DISTRICT 
CONFERENCE  OF  BRETHREN  CHURCHES 


October  8-11,   litr).} 

The  Central  District  Conference  of  tiie  Brethren  Church 
in  session  at  Milledgevillc,  111.,  opened  its  mcotinKs  Thurs- 
day evening  with  the  Modeiator,  J.  D.  Haiiiel,  presiding. 
After  several  hymns.  Rev.  Gentle  led  the  devotions,  read- 
ing from  Romans  12,  followed  by  prayer.  Mi'.  Harlan 
Hollowell  of  Milledgeville  welcomed  the  delegates  and 
visitors.  Response  came  from  Mrs.  Helen  Jordan,  Mrs. 
Lenora  Snoke  and  H.  B.  Puterbaugh. 

The  following  committees  were  appointed: 

Nominating  and  Committee  on  Committees:  Spencer 
Gentle,  H.  B.  Puterbaugh,  Richard  Allison. 

Credential:  Francis  Berkshire,  Harlan  Hollowell,  Wilbur 
Thomas. 

At  this  time  the  Vice  Moderator,  Francis  Berkshire, 
presented  his  message  using  the  Conference  text  from 
Proverbs  on  Vision. 

The  benediction  was  given  by  Rev.  George  T.  Ronk. 

The  first  business  session  of  the  Conference  was  called 
to  order  at  9:30  Friday  morning.  Devotions  were  led  by 
H.  B.  Puterbaugh.  Nine  Ministerial  and  forty-four  Lay 
delegates  were  seated.  The  following  committees  were 
announced : 

Resolution:  Mrs.  Lenora  Snoke,  Mrs.  Myron  Lamb,  Mrs. 
Harry  Bushman. 

Moderator's  Address:  W.  L.  Thomas,  Mrs.  Helen  Joi- 
dan,  Dick  Allison. 

Nominations  came  from  the  floor  for  the  Corporation 
officers  and  these  were  elected: 

Moderator,  Francis  Berkshire;  Vice  Moderator,  H.  H. 
Rowsey;  Secxetary,  Mrs.  Don  Dietz;  Treasurer,  Mrs. 
Helen  Jordan;  Statistician,  Earl  Wilkin.  The  remainder 
of  our  District  Organization  appears  in  The  Brethren  An- 
nuaL 

Mr.  Wilkin  gave  the  Statistician's  report  ,and  again 
thanked  the  church  secretaries  for  their  prompt  and  com- 
plete reports. 

Rev.  Gentle  reported  for  the  Camp  S^ite  Committee  and 
also  Young  People's  Camp.  The  Camp  Treasurer  showed 
a  balance  of  $819.17.  Francis  Berkshire  will  be  the  man- 
ager of  the  camp  in  1954. 

"The  Present  Business  of  the  Church"  was  the  theme 
of  Moderator  Hamel's  addi'ess.  Benediction  by  Rev. 
Thomas. 

The  Friday  afternoon  session  was  opened  with  devotions 
led  by  Mrs.  Lenora  Snoke,  Mrs.  Amanda  Vulgamott  and 
Mrs.  Lena  ,Bogue.  Denominational  interests  weie  pre- 
sented as  follows:  Publication  Board,  W.  St.  Clair  Ben- 
shoff;  Ashland  College,  Dr.  Glenn  Clayton;  College  Trus- 
tees, G.  T.  Ronk;  District  Mission  Report,  H.  B.  Puter- 
baugh. The  Board  has  a  balance  of  $1335.31. 

Rev.  Thomas  used  Rev.  3:1  as  the  text  for  his  sermon. 
Benediction  by  Rev.  Benshoff. 


F'riday  evening  devotions  were  led  by  Mrs.  Helen  Jor- 
dan. Sermon  by  Dr.  Clayton  and  the  benediction  w.-u*  pro- 
nounced by  J.  D.  Harnel. 

Conference  session  opened  Saturday  morning  with 
Francis  Berkshire  pre.siding.  Devotion.s  were  given  by 
Miss  Zola  Saum  of  Udell,  and  the  sermon  by  Rev.  Ben- 
shoff. A  letter  of  greeting  from  Rev.  and  Mr.',.  D.  C. 
White  was  read.  Cerro  Gordo  will  be  host  for  the  I'J^A 
Conference.  Motion  prevailed  that  we  hold  our  Conference 
the  week  end  of  October  14th  through  17th,  1954. 

The  District  Mission  Hoard  was  empowered  to  take 
proper  and  necessary  action  during  the  year  in  setting  up 
the  district  mission  work,  in  conference  with  the  National 
Mission  Board. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  Resolutions  was  read 
and  accepted.  The  Committee  on  Moderator's  Address  rec- 
ommended that  the  address  be  printed  in  The  Brethren 
Evangelist. 

The  District  Txeasurer  reported  a  balance  of  S  135.35. 
The  minutes  of  the  Secretary  were  read  and  approved. 
After  a  short  recess,  the  work  of  the  National  S.  S.  Asso- 
ciation was  presented  by  Rev.  Delbeit  Flora,  followed 
by  a  sermon  by  H.  H.  Rowsey. 

Saturday  afternoon  the  devotions  were  led  by  Mrs. 
Willard  Rahn.  The  Brethren  Missionary  Program  wa.^  i)re- 
sented  by  Rev.  Clayton  Berkshire  and  Mrs.  Rob  Byler. 
A  report  of  the  District  Laymen  was  read.  Following  a 
piano-organ  interlude.  Rev.  Flora  spoke  on  the  Seminary 
work.  Saturday  evening  devotions  were  given  by  Dick 
Allison,  and  Rev.  Gentle  and  Rev.  Benshoff  played  an- 
other piano  and  organ  duet.  Dean  Delbert  Flora  showed 
pictures  of  his  trip  through  the  Holy  Land. 

Sunday  we  enjoyed  Sunday  School  in  all  departments 
at  10  o'clock  and  a  sermon  by  Rev.  G.  T.  Ronk  at  the 
worship  service.  Following  a  potluck  dinner,  the  Ambassa- 
dors presented  a  Youth  program,  and  the  1953  Central 
District  Conference  was  over. 

Mrs.    Don    Dietz.    Secretary. 


How  About 
Your  Offerings?? 


HOME  MISSION  OFFERING 

Give  through  your  local  church,  or  if  this  is  not  pos- 
sible, note  the  following  infoi-mation.  Church  Ti-easui-ers. 

also  please  note: 

Make  checks  to  the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren 
Cliurch,  and  address  Missionaiy  Bt>ard  of  the  Brethren 
("hurch,  524   College  .A.venue,  .Ashland,  Ohio. 
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Items     o-f   General    Interest 
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Coumy  Brethren  Christian  Endeavor  Union  Rally,  held  in 
the  Second  Church  on  November  3rd,  tells  us  that  the 
Second  Chui'ch,  of  which  he  is  pastor,  retained  the  at- 
tendance banner  with  an  average  of  81'''f.  He  says  that 
there  were  To  in  attendance,  and  that  the  Union's  offer- 
ing for  Missions,  the  goal  of  which  was  $(>0.00,  reached 
a  total  of  $75.35.  Mr.  Arthur  Petit,  Public  Relations  Di- 
rector of  Ashland   College,   was   a   guest  at  the   Rally. 

Brother  Shanholtz  has  announced  that  tentative  plans 
are  scheduled  whei-eby  the  various  organizations  of  the 
Church  will  have  charge  of  the  Evening  Service  the  last 
Sunday  of  each  month  during  the  winter  months. 

MASONTOWN,  PENNA.  Brother  William  Keeling  re- 
poi"ts  a  very  fine  time  of  fellowship  and  inspirational 
services  under  the  leadership  of  Brother  and  Sister  Han-y 
E.  Richer,  Evangelists,  during  their  recent  Evangelistic 
campaign. 

AKRON,  OHIO,  FIRESTONE  PARK  BRETHREN. 
Bi-other  J.  G.  Dodds  reports  six  new  members  received, 
three  by  baptism,  two  by  letter,  and  one  by  restatement 
of  faith,  as  a  result  of  their  recent  week  of  Bible  Lec- 
tures. Dean  Delbert  B.  Flora,  of  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary,  was  the  guest  speaker  for  the  week  of  servi- 
ces. Brother  Dodds  reports  the  average  attendance  as  40. 

The  Firestone  Park  Church  observed  Holy  Communion 
the  evening  of  November  8th. 

LOUISVILLE,  OHIO.  Brother  Clarence  Stogsdill,  Na- 
tional Brethren  Youth  Director,  was  guest  speaker  in  the 
Louisville  Church,  Sunday  evening,  November  15th,  the 
occasion  being  the  Rally  of  the  North  Eastern  Ohio 
Brethren  Youth  Rally. 

Brother  L.  V.  King  informs  us  that  the  Union  Thanks- 
giving Service  is  scheduled  for  the  Louisville  Church, 
Thanksgiving  Day,  at  8:00  A.  M. 

BRYAN,  OHIO.  Brother  Alvin  H.  Grumbling  reports 
as  follows,  "Not  just  one,  but  two  tnicks  were  required 
this  year  to  take  the  goods  that  had  been  brought  to  the 
church  to  go  to  Kentucky.  When  we  began  to  load,  we 
thought  we  could  make  one  truck  do  it,  but  materials 
kept   coming   in    and   one   truck   wasn't   enough." 

The  Bryan  church,  earlier  this  Fall,  had  given  $350.00 
in  cash  to  the  Kentucky  Mission  work  as  a  local  project. 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  Brother  Willis  E.  Ronk  states  in 
his  bulletin  that  their  recent  Cash  Day  offering  was 
$1535.56.  The  goal  for  the  day  had  been  $1200.00.  He 
says,  "We  were  all  hai^py." 

The  new  Communion  Service,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mis. 
J.  Rohrer  as  a  Memorial  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harvey  Schrock, 
was  dedicated  at  the  opening  of  their  Communion  Service, 
on  October  25th.  Mi-,  and  Mrs.  Schrock  were  deacon  and 
deaconess  of  the  Goshen  Church  for  many  years. 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  Dr.  W.  I.  Dukei-,  former  Pastor 
of  the  Elkhait  Church,  was  guest  speaker  at  their  Home- 
coming afternoon  sei"vice  on  October  25th. 


The  Elkhart  W.  M.  S,  Public  Program  was  given  No- 
vember 1st,  with  Mrs.  Russell  Rodkey,  National  W.  M.  S. 
President  as  guest  speaker. 

Dean  Delbert  B.  Flora,  of  Ashland  Theological  Semi- 
nary, was  guest  speaker  at  both  services  on  Sunday,  No- 
vember 8th. 

WARSAW,  INDIANA.  Girl  Scout  Sunday,  October 
25th,  was  observed  with  the  Girl  Scout  members  attend- 
ing our  church  for  the  special  service. 

Brother  Robert  G.  Holsinger  notes  that  their  Com- 
munion Service  was  held  Thursday  evening,  October  22nd. 

OAKVILLE,  INDIANA.  Brother  Arthur  H.  Tinkel,  who 
this  fall  assumed  the  Oakville  Pastorate  writes,  "Work 
is  getting  started.  Brethren  are  very  receptive,  and  are 
seeking  and  doing  what  they  can  to  make  our  home  here 
pleasant."  Some  renovation  and  improvements  are  being 
cared  for  at  the  parsonage. 

The  Oakville  church  observed  their  service  of  Holy 
Communion  on  November  8th. 

MUNCIE,  INDIANA.  Revival  Services  were  conducted 
November  3rd  to  15th,  with  Brother  Arthur  J.  Tinkel, 
Pastor  of  the  Ardmore  Heights,  Indiana,  Church,  in 
charge. 


MRS.  L  G.  WOOD  IN  HOSPITAL 

Word  has  been  received  by  the  Editor  from  Gerald  P. 
Wood,  of  Fort  Scott,  Kansas,  that  his  mother,  Mrs.  L. 
G.  Wood,  entered  the  Fort  Scott  hospital  on  October  28th, 
with  high  blood  pressure.  It  was  284  when  entering  the 
hospital.  He  also  tells  us  that  if  no  further  complications 
developed,  she  was  expected  to  have  returned  home  about 
the  first  of  November. 


Let  us  remember  her  in  our  prayers.  Sister  Wood  is  thi 
wife  of  the  Late  Rev.  L.  G.  Wood,  a  long  time  and  wel 
known  Brethren  minister. 


^ 


DAVID  RAMBSEL  HURT  IN 
AUTOMOBILE  CRASH 

.Brother  David  Rambsel  was  seriously  hurt  in  a  two  car 
automobile  accident  a  few  miles  south  of  Ashland,  Ohio,  ^ 
Thursday  evening,  November  5th.  He  was  taken  to  the 
Samaritan  Hospital,  in  Ashland,  suffering  shock,  a  slight 
concussion,  and  a  fractured  ankle.  At  this  writing,  he  is 
well  on  the  road  to  recovery,  and  hopes  to  be  released 
from   the  hospital   by  the  time  you  read  this. 

The  accident  occurred  at  dusk,  on  the  brow  of  a  hill. 
Brother  Rambsel  was  alone  in  his  car.  The  driver  of  the 
othei"  car,  a  22  year  old  man  from  south  of  Ashland,  was 
killed  in  the  accident. 

Brother  Rambsel  lives  in  Ashland,  and  is  the  Pastor  of 
the  Williamstown,  Ohio,  Brethren  Church. 

We  U)'ge  the  Brethren  to  i-emember  him  and  his  family 
in  prayer  in  their  hour  of  need. 
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UNIVERSAL  BIBLE  SUNDAY-DECEMBER  13, 1953 


SIX  GOOD   REASONS 
WHY  YOU   SHOULD  JOIN 
I      WORLDWIDE  BIBLE   READING 

,  1.  Because  a  vague  intention  to  read  tiie  Bible  drifts 
into  nothingness  until  you  really  make  a  day  by  day  be- 
2:inning. 

II.  Because  purposeful  reading  of  these  selections  each 
day  has  been  found  highly  effective  by  millions  of  i)eople 
of  all  ages. 

III.  Because  the  more  faithfully  you  read  God's  Word, 
the  more  you  will  learn  the  influence  of  its  transfoiming 
teaching  on  your  life. 

IV.  Because  reading  the  Bible  daily  and  devoutly 
helps  you  develop  a  happy  and  useful  life. 

V.  Because  we  would  lose  our  way  without  the  ulti- 
mate hope  and  eternal  truths  contained  in  the  written 
Word  of  God. 

VI.  Because  the  Holy  Scriptures  "are  able  to  make 
you  wise  unto  salvation  through  faith  which  is  in  Christ 
Jesus." 

(Selected  from  the  American  .Bible  Society  book  mark 
for  1953.  The   Bible  Readings  from  Thanksgiving  to  De- 


cember .'31st  weie  li.st«fd  in  a  rectnt  Kvan;{i-Iiht.  We 
urge  Pastois  and  church  leader.s  to  givo  Kupporl  U}  thi« 
Bible  Reading  program.  For  bulletinH,  postCTH,  and  book 
marks,  addres.s:  Ameiican  Bible  Society,  iMipt.  L',  450 
Park  Avenue,  x\ew  York  22,  N.  Y. 
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NOTICE  TO  NORTHERN  INDIANA  LAYMEN 

The  regular  quarterly  meeting  of  The  Northern  Indiana 
District  Laymen,  will  he  held  at  the  Elkhart  Brethren 
Church  on  Monday  evening,  December  7,  19.13,  Serving 
of  supper  will  begin  at  6:00  P.  M.  Election  of  officers 
will  be  held  during  the  business  meeting.  An  excellent 
program  is  planned. 

Louis   W.   Berger,    President. 
Northern   Indiana   Laymen. 


=^30^ 
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ATTENTION 


'^OC^ 


Th^  Northeastern  Ohio  Laymen's  Organization  Rally 
will  be  held  in  the  First  Brethren  Church,  in  Louisville. 
Ohio,  December  7th. 

Banquet  time:  7:00  P.  M. 

— Cleytus  Oyster. 


into  the  mind  of  the  dying  man;  lets  you  feel  as  he  feels 
and  think  as  he  thinks.  It  deals  graphically  with  such  as- 
pects as  "the  unwelcome  visitor,"  "the  visitor  who  stays 
too  long"  and  the  contribution  of  the  Pastor  and  Doctor 
in  such  a  situation.  One  of  the  miderlying  themes  of  the 
book  is  that  this  thing  we  call  death  is  much  more  feared 
by  "those  who  are  left"  than  the  one  who  actually  expe- 
riences death.  The  only  answer  to  the  problem  is  an  un- 
shakable faith  in  God,  "...  the  God  of  star  and  sea  and 
flower  (Who)  is  not  mocked,  least  of  all  does  not  mock 
himself." 

The  second  section  of  the  book  is  an  anthologj-  on 
death.  Thomas  Kepler  is.  himself,  the  master  of  anthol- 
ogy, and  has  here  brought  together  the  most  noble 
thoughts  of  Man  on  the  subject.  Included  are  such  clas- 
sics as  Richard  Baxter's  "Nature  of  Heavenly  Contempla- 
tion," Jeremy  Taylor's  "Remedies  Against  Fear  of 
Death."  and  "Luminous  Ti-ail"  by  Rufus  Jones.  The  sec- 
tion is  rounded  out  with  selev."tions  of  poems  and  prayers 
which  declare  the  Christian's  faith  in  Life  and  Death. 
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lopic   for  November  29,   195.{ 

TKIST   IN    THE  LORD 
Scripture  Keadin)>:  Psalm  125 

THE  STORY  IS  TOLD  of  a  father  who  entered  his 
cellar  by  a  trap-door.  His  child,  still  outside,  peered 
down  into  the  darkness.  She  heard  her  father's  voice  but 
saw  no  form.  Looking  up  from  the  darkness  to  the  light 
he  saw  her,  and  called  her  to  join  him.  "But  I  can't  see 
the  way,  and  I  don't  see  you,  daddy,"  replied  the  child. 
"Never  mind,"  replied  the  father,  "I  see  you.  Jump  down 
and  I'll  catch  you." 

The  child  leaped  into  the  darkness — no!  She  leaped  into 
her  father's  arms.  That  was  not  blind  trust.  It  was  trust 
perfected  through  experience.  In  little  things  and  in  great 
the  child  had  learned  to  trust  her  father.  When  we  see 
the  greatness  of  God's  love,  surely  we  can  tiust  Him.  "For 
God  so  loved  the  world,  that  He  gave  His  only  begotten 
Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  Him  should  not  perish, 
but  have  everlasting  life." 

L   YOU  CAN  TRUST  GOD  POR  HIS  PROTECTION. 

Verses  1-2.  "Those  who  trust  in  the  Lord  are  like  Mount 
Zion,  which  cannot  be  moved,  but  abides  for  ever."  Do 
you  remember  the  story  of  Elisha  and  his  servant?  In  the 
morning  the  servant  looked  out  of  his  tent  and  saw  the 
forces  of  the  enemy  all  around  them.  There  was,  in  his 
mind,  no  possible  avenue  of  escape.  Then  in  desperation 
he  turned  to  the  prophet  and  asked  what  they  were  going 
to  do.  The  prophet  replied  with  the  calm  voice  of  expe- 
rience, "be  not  afraid  for  they  that  be  for  us  are  more 
than  they  that  be  against  us."  Then  it  was  that  the 
prophet  went  to  his  knees  and  prayed  that  the  eyes  of  his 
sen'ant  should  be  opened.  When  he  had  finished,  he  turned 
to  the  sei-vant  and  said,  "Look  out  on  the  mountain." 
There  the  servant  saw  the  flaming  chariots  with  their 
horses  and  horsemen.  Perhaps  we  have  never  realized 
how  much  God  has  been  protecting  and  taking  care  of 
us.  All  of  us  need  to  sing  again  the  familiar  song,  "Open 
Mine  Eyes  That  I  May  See."  The  Bible  is  full  of  such 
examples  as  this  one  of  Elisha  and  his  servant.  Take  a 
little  time  and  think  about  some  of  them.  How  about 
your  own  life,  have  you  seen  God's  protecting  hand? 

II.  YOU  CAN  TRU.ST  THE  PROMISES  THAT  GOD 
MADE  TO  YOi:.  Verse  3.  "The  rod  of  the  wicked  shall 
not  rest  upon  the  lot  of  the  righteous."  The  people  of  God 
aie  not  promised  freedom  from  trial  or  persecution.  Too 
often  they  know  sorrow  through  the  oppression  of  the 
ungodly  but  they  have  a  firm  faith  that  evil  will  not 
ti-iumph  over  righteousness.  Christians  know  that  Satan 
can  never  be  the  final  victor  in  the  conflict  with  Jesus 
Christ. 

There  is  a  promise  that  #ChriKt  made  that  is  of  great 
comfort  and  help  to  all  Christians.  Said  Jesus,  "Because 
I  live,  you  shall  live  also."  Then  Jesus  was  crucified  and 


arose  from  the  dead  so  that  now  we  know  what  I 
meant.  Again  Jesus  said,  "I  go  to  prepare  a  place  fi 
you  that  where  I  am  there  you  may  be  also." 

These  are  promises  that  relate  to  the  future.  Can  v 
trust  in  matters  of  the  present?  We  can.  Jesus  sai 
"Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy  ladt 
and  I  will  give  you  rest."  That  is  a  promise  that  has  bee 
ti'ied  over  and  over  again  and  has  been  found  to  be  tru 
Have  you  found  it  true  in  your  life?  Make  a  list  of  soni 
of  the  ways  that  Christ  has  given  you  rest.  He  promise 
salvation  to  all  who  would  accept  Him.  Have  you  prove 
this  promise  to  be  true  in  your  life  ? 

III.  TRUST  GOD  IN  PRAYER.  Verse  4.  "Do  good. 
Lord,  to  those  who  are  good  ..."  Here  is  a  little  stor 
that  sounds  as  though  it  were  taken  right  out  of  th 
Bible  and  shows  how  that  God  continues  His  wor 
through  the  centuries.  On  the  frontier  of  Austria,  on  th 
little  stream  called  the  111  is  the  town  of  Fieldkirch. 
1709,  when  Napoleon  was  sweeping  over  the  contineni 
Massena,  one  of  his  generals,  suddenly  appeared  on  th 
heights  above  the  town  at  the  head  of  eighteen  thousam 
men. 

It  was  Easter  Day,  and  the  sun  as  it  rose  glittered  o) 
the  weapons  of  the  French  at  the  top  of  the  range  o 
hills.  The  council  assembled  to  see  what  was  to  be  done 
Defense  was  impossible,  and  capitulation  was  talked  of 
The  old  dean  of  the  church  stood  up.  "It  is  Easter  Day,' 
he  said.  "We  have  been  reckoning  on  our  own  strengtl* 
and  that  fails.  It  is  the  day  of  the  Lord's  resurrection 
Let  us  ring  the  bell,  and  have  sei'vice  as  usual,  and  leavt 
th  matter  in  God's  hands.  We  know  only  our  weaknesses, 
and  not  the  power  of  God." 

The  French  heard  with  surprise  the  sudden  clangor  of 
the  bells,  and  concluding  that  an  Austrian  army  had  ar-j 
rived  in  the  night  to  relieve  the  place,  Massena  suddenly 
broke  his  camp,  and  before  the  bells  had  ceased  ringing 
not  a  Frenchman  was  to  be  seen.  Faith  in  God  had  saved 
the  little  town  and  all  its  people. 

Yes,  you  can  trust  God  when  you  truly  pray  for  God 
hears  and  answers  prayer.  Have  you  had  this  blessed  ex- 
perience lately? 

IV.  WE  CAN  TRUST  GOD  FOR  OUR  PEACE.  Verse 
5.  God  leads  us  in  the  ways  of  peace,  but  the  ways  of 
the  evil  doer  will  lead  him  to  death  and  destruction.  The 
world  in  which  wc  are  living  desires  peace  more  than 
anything  else  and  yet  that  goal  seems  always  so  far 
away  from  us.  Perhaps  we  all  need  to  live  closer  to  the 
God  of  peace  and  see  that  His  message  is  preached 
throughout  the  whole  world. 

BUT  I  CAN  TRUST 

I  cannot  understand 
The  why  and  wherefore  of  a  thousand  things; 
I  cannot  understand; 
But  I  can  trust, 

I  cannot  see  the  end. 
The  hidden  meaning  of  each  trial  sent. 
The  pattern  into  which  each  tangled  thread  is  bent — 

I  cannot  see  the  end; 

But  I  can  trust, 
And   in    God's   changeles?   love    I   am    content. 

— Author  unknown. 


,()VEM,BER  21,  1953 


PACK    THIIiTKEN 


IPrayer  Wledincj 
Studies 


SHUT  IN  WITH  GOD 

•rood  folks  are  full  of  sympathy,  they  say  I  am  shut  in. 
rhey  pass  me  by  with  pity  as  they  hurry  through  life's 

din. 
riiey  say,  "She  is  so  lonely,  fast  to  her  couch  all  day, 
vfo   atmosphere,   no   pleasure,   no    chance     for    sport    nor 

play." 
rhey  pity  me,  these  seekers  after  pleasure  in  life's  mart, 
rhey  say,  "She  is  unhappy,  in  joy  she  has  no  part." 
rhey  only  see  around  me  four  walls  of  dingy  hue, 
While  they  have  out-door  pleasui'es,  and  skies  of  summer 

blue, 
rhey  do  not  know  the  secret  of  a  world  they  cannot  see, 
\  world  of  love   and  beauty,  which  has  just  been  made 

for  me — 
A.  world   that   I   have   peopled  with  love    and    light    and 

flowers, 
Where   I   find   all   I    longed   for,   and   there   are  no   weary 

hours, 
[n  it  I  have  my  solace,  blue  sky  and  songs  of  birds, 
Where   I   listen  for  the   voices,  which  come  with  healing 

words, 
rhe  world  outside  is  forgotten  with  its  throb,  noise  and 

din — 
When  1  think  of  it,  I'm  happy,  that  with  God  I  am  shut 

in. 
Vly  life  no  more  seems  worthless  while  I  am  lying  here 
For  I  send  out  thoughts  of  happiness  that  free  sad  hearts 

from  feai'. 
[  can  send  thoughts  of  safety  into  the  busy  street, 
[Dan  ask  the  guardian  angels  to  guide  the  wandermg  feet. 
[  can  draw  the  weary  wanderer  into  this  world  of  mine, 
A.nd    though      he    may   not    know   it,    he    rests     in     peace 

divine. 
[  can  send  my  wireless  message  into  the  city's  din, 
■\.nd   no    one   dreams    it    comes   from    one   that    they    call 

"shut-in." 
A.nd  when  the  dark  has  fallen,  there  is  no  weary  night, 
For  it  takes  the  blackest  darkness  to  bring  the  stars  in 

sight. 
It's   then   I    wait   in   silence,    for    through    the    midnight 

clear 
rhe   Comforter   is   speaking.   I    listen — and   I   hear 
He  has  seen  my  little  efforts.  His  smile  of  joy  I've  won, 
[    can   hear     His     voice     so     sweetly,     whispering — "Well 

done!" 
Then  I  thank  Him  that  He  used  me,  in  the  way  that   He 

thought  best, 
[   smile  with  joy  for  service,  and  I  leave  Him  the  rest. 
[   thank   Him  for  the  four  bare  walls,  away  from  throb 

and  din, 
For   the   chance    to   work   in   silence,  where   He   has   shut 

me   in.  — Evelyn   Whitsell. 


GOI;  IS  WITH  THK  AFI'LICTKD  SAINTS  (I'«alm 
40:5,  7;  Isaiah  4.'i:2j.  Hfj  is  a  n.-fuK'-'  and  a  Htrcngth 
to  them  (I'saJm  27:5,  0;  iHaiah  25:4;  Jcr.  1G:19;  Nah. 
1:7).  God  comfort.s  the  shut-in  HaintH  (Inaiah  A'.f.l'i); 
Jcr.  Hl-.Vi;  Matt.  5:4;  2  Cor.  1:4,  5;  7:Cj.  God  prfcWrr\X'« 
(I'salm  :'A:2()),  and  deliverH  them  (P.salm  34:4,  I'J;  Prov, 
12:1.'};  Jer.  89:17,  18).  Christ  also  is  with  them  (John  14: 
18).  He  supports  (2  Tim.  4:17;  Heb.  2:18),  and  comforth 
them  (Isaiah  01:2;  Matt.  ]l:28-.'i0;  Luke  7:13;  John  14:1; 
Kr.'V.i).  Ho,  too,  preserves  (Isaiah  G.'i:9;  Luke  21:18), 
anri  delivers  (Rev.  .3:10). 

The  shut-in  saints  should  praise  God  (Psalm  13:5,  C; 
50:8-1!);  57:0,  7;?l-20-23).  They  .should  imitate  Christ 
in  His  suffering  (Heb.  12:1-3;  1  Peter  2:21-2-3).  They 
should  imitate  the  prophets  in  the  matter  of  suffering 
(James  5:10).  They  should  be  patient  (Luke  21:19;  Ro- 
mans 12:12;  2  Thess.  1:4;  James  1:4;  1  Peter  2:20).  TTiey 
should  be  resigned  to  their  lot  (1  Sam.  3:18;  2  Kings 
20:19;  Job  1:21;  Psalm  39:9).  They  are  not  to  despise  chas- 
tening (Job  5:17;  Prov.  3:11;  Heb.  12:5),  but  rather  ac- 
knowledge the  justice  of  it  (Neh.  9:33;  Job  2:10;  Lsaiah 
04:5-7;  Lam.  3:39;  Micah  7:9). 

The  suffering  saints  should  avoid  sin  (Job  34:31,  32; 
John  5:14;  1  Peter  2:12).  They  should  trust  in  the  good- 
ness of  God  (Job  13:15;  Psalm  71:20;  2  Cor.  1:9).  They 
should  tuin  to  God  with  greater  devotedness  (Psalm  116: 
7-9;  Jer.  50:3,  4;  Hosea  0:1).  They  should  not  forget 
their  pious  resolutions  made  during  affliction  ( P.salm 
00:13-15).  They  should  give  themselves  much  to  prayer 
(Psalm  50:15;  50:10,  17).  Let  them  take  encouragement 
from  former  mercies  (Psalm  27:9;  2  Cor.  1:10). 
Some   Testimonies   of   ."^hut-ins 

"I  pity  those  who  have  to  find  their  happiness  in  the 
world,  because  it  is  not  there." 

"My  main  concern  is  not  whether  I  shall  be  permitted 
to  walk  again,  but  the  salvation  of  the  priceless  souls  of 
men." 

"Various  friends  have  said,  'Because  you  are  under- 
standing I   am   bringing  my  grief  to  you.'  " 

"God  has  a  glorious  work  to  do  in  every  yielded  life. 
and  often  our  heartaches  and  trials  lead  us  to  sea  the 
nothingness  of  self  and  the  wonders  of  Him." 


Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vanator 

Lesson   for   November   29.    \9'^'o 

OPPORTl  NITY  FOR  ALL 

Lesson:    Deuteronoony    24:14-15.    19:    Amos     ."i:10-l-i.     24: 
II    Thessalonians    3:7-10 

ROBERT  BURNS  ONCE  WROTE:  "Maji's  inhum;uiity 
to  man  makes  countless  thousands  mourn."  It  was 
man's  inhumanity  to  man  that  made  that  sharp-tongued, 
herdsman-prophet  Amos,  litei-ally  explode  ^ith  the  woi-ds 
found    in    our   lesson    text.    (Amos    5:10-15) — "They   hate 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIS 


reproof;  they  abhor  the  one  who  speaks  the  truth."  He 
might  well  have  been  speaking  to  people  today,  for  the 
denouncing  of  the  luxury-loving  society  women  of  Samar- 
ia in  chapter  4,  verse  1,  could  well  be  applied  to  many 
phases  of  life  in  our  day.  How  often  society  columns  of 
our  daily  papei-s  tell  the  story  of  needless  dollars  squan- 
dered on  an  evening's  entertainment  while  countless  thou- 
s;uids  of  people  over  the  world  are  starving  for  the  waiit 
of  a  few  necessities  of  life;  great  headlines  tell  of  din- 
ners for  political  purposes  at  from  $100.00  to  $250.00 
per  plate,  the  waste  from  which  would  sate  the  hunger  of 
many. 

Our  lesson,  titled,  "Opportunity  for  All,"  is  one  which 
will  be  treated  by  Sunday  School  teachers  over  the  world 
in  various  ways — many  will  miss  the  central  thought  en- 
tii*ely  and  wU  rant  and  rave  over  the  ills  of  the  rich 
and  the  sad  plight  of  the  poor.  "Opportunity  for  all"  is 
a  fine  thought  and  every  effort  should  be  set  forth  to  so 
pix)vide.  But  the  sad  part  of  the  entire  matter  is  that 
given  equal  opportunity  far  too  many  fail  to  take  advan- 
tage of  it  and  continue  to  go  forward  on  the  false  pre- 
mise that  "the  world  owes  me  a  living  and  it  is  up  to 
me  to  collect  it,  without  giving  anything  in  return."  Too 
many  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  Paul  expresses  in  the 
closing  verse  of  our  printed  text:  "If  any  one  will  not 
work,  let  him  not  eat." 

Jesus  could  see  the  danger  of  riches,  not  in  the  riches 
themselves,  but  in  the  use  of  them  which  )uen  far  too 
often  make.  Kirsopp  Lake  once  said,  "Jesus  was  afraid  of 


money."  Perhaps  Jesus  was  the  only  person  in  histor 
who  was  wise  about  it.  Silver  and  gold  and  preciou 
things  have  a  strange  fascination  for  the  human  mim 
It  is  not  strange  that  they  make  poor  masters  of  tli 
spirits  of  men.  They  must  be  harnessed  to  serve  th 
goods  that  abide.  They  must  be  kept  in  a  secondar 
place."  It  is  only  when  wealth  is  made  a  secondary  condi 
tion  that  men  are  willing  to  make  any  equal  opportunit; 
for  all  men. 

If  we  read  our  Bibles  carefully  we  will  find  that  thi 
ideal  of  social  justice  has  been  the  same  in  all  ages,  bu 
the  abuses  which  destroy  it  vary  from  age  to  age.  Then 
is  a  great  difference  between  social  righteousness  or  jus 
tice  and  Christian  salvation.  The  latter  comes  first.  And  i 
is  only  when  the  Christianity  is  genuinely  active  Chris 
tianity  that  real  social  justice  can  become  operative.  I: 
we  are  real  Christians  all  those  who  with  whom  we  com( 
in  contact  should  feel  the  impact  of  our  Christian  lovt 
and  attitude.  We  need  more  Christianity  exemplified  ii 
the  business  world;  we  need  more  real  Christian  spiri 
shown  forth  in  our  dealings  with  our  fellowman  whethei 
he  be  black  or  white  or  brown  or  yellow. 

What  is  going  to  be  done  to  make  an  equal  opportunity 
for  all  ?  Can  it  be  accomplished  through  the  present  plans 
throughout  the  w'orld  ?  Has  the  church  any  responsibilitj' 
with  regard  to  this  phase  of  the  world's  condition?  Havej 
we  as  individuals  any  opportunity  to  do  anything  to  make 
this  world  a  better  place  in  which  to  live  and  cooperate? 
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WILLIAM  ANDERSON   ORDAINED 
OCTOBER  9,   1953 


>  »  »  » 


Our  Poets  Corner 


«  « 


On  October  !),  1953,  Rev.  William  Anderson  was  or- 
dained in  the  Sergeantsville,  N.  J.,  Biethren  Church.  Rev. 
Anderson  has  served  as  pastor  of  the  Sergeantsville  and 
Calvary  Brethren  Chuches  in  New  Jersey  for  the  past 
three  years.  Mrs.  Anderson  was  also  consecrated  to 
Christian  service  during  the  impressive  ordination  service 
attended  by  many  from  both  of  Rev.  Anderson's  churches, 
and  the  local  community. 

Rev.  N.  V.  Leatherman,  of  Waynesboro,  Penna.,  Secie- 
tai-y  of  the  Pennsylvania  District  Ministerial  Examining 
Board,  delivered  the  ordination  sermon,  which  was  a  chal- 
lenge to  the  one  being  ordained  and  to  the  audience.  Also 
participating  in  the  sei^vice  was  Rev.  Woodrow  Brant, 
Vice-President  of  the  Pennsylvania  Ministerial  p]xamininK 
Board,  of  Vinco,  Penna.;  Rev.  Lyle  Lichtenbeigei',  Berlin, 
Penna.;   and  Rev.   Charles   Munson,  Ashland,   Ohio. 

The  service  of  ordination  followed  a  brief  youth  lally 
conducted  by  young  people  from  the  Pennsylvania  Dis- 
trict, under  the  direction  of  Rev.  Woodrow  Brant.  The 
Rally  was  a  project  of  Pennsylvania  Brethren  Youth  to 
give  some  emphasis  to  the  New  Jeisey  youth  progiani. 
Young  people  from  Berlin  and  Vinco  attended  the  Friday 
night  session. 

Following  the  meeting  of  the  evening,  refreshments 
were  served,  and  an  informal  fellowship  was  enjoyed  by 
all. 

Charles  R.  Munson. 


DAILY  THANKS 

Thanksgiving   comes   but   once     a     year; 

Of  course  we  should  be  glad. 
For  then  we  count  up  all  the  joys 

And  blessings  we  have  had. 

But  what  about  the  other  days 

Of  all  the  whole  world  through  ? 
Can  we  be  thankful  as  we  should 

For  daily  blessings,  too? 

Let  every  day  through  the  year 

Be  one  of  thanks  and  praise. 
Let's  daily  give  our  thanks  to  God 

Foi'  all  his  wondrous  ways. 

— Ada  Scrogum. 
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WARSAW,  INDIANA 

When  our  pastor,  Rev.  Eugene  J.  Beekley,  made  the; 
decision  to  become  a  chaplain  in  the  U.  S.  A.  F.,  June 
1st,  we  felt  the  loss  and  the  question  became,  "what 
now?"  On  the  first  Sunday  we  secured  the  service  of  Mr. 
Harold  Hummel,  Goshen,  Ind.  Then  followed  six  weeks 
with  Rev.  Donald  McClintock  of  Washington,  D.  C.  At 
the  close  of  this  pei-iod  we  were  able  to  secure  Rev.  Harry 
Gilbert,  Elkhart,  Ind.,  to  continue  with  us  for  our  morn- 
ing services  until  we  could  procure  a  pastor. 

As  is  our  custom,  we  joined  with  other  city  churches 
in  the  evening  union  services.  We  also  kept  our  Thurs- 
day night  Bible  study  and  Prayer  meeting  open  each 
week.  The  church  appreciates  the  messages  from  the 
Word  brought  to  worshippers  by  these  servants  of  the 
Master.  With  their  help  and  the  co-opeiative  efforts  of 
the  officials  and  the  church  members,  the  attendance  has 
maintained  a  fine  summer  level.  Much  credit  must  be 
given  to   the   alert,   active   auxiliaines   of  the  church. 

As  we  approached  Oct.  4th,  the  date  for  Annual  Home- 
coming, Rally  Day,  also  Fuel  Offering,  activities  in- 
creased, for  now  we  had  procured  a  pastor  who  would 
arrive  Oct.  1st,  and  present  his  first  message  at  our 
morning  service.  Needless  to  say  we  added  the  reception 
of  our  new  pastor  to  our  day.  On  Oct.  4th,  Rev.  Robert 
J.  Holsinger  delivered  a  message,  (Theme — "Homecoming 
Where?")  to  a  large  attentive  audience. 

The  morning  worship  service  was  followed  by  Sunday 
School,  with  the  combined  adult  classes  taught  by  Rev. 
W.  I.  Duker.  Children  classes  were  under  regular  super- 
visors. The  good  fellowship  of  a  basket  dinner  was  en- 
joyed at  the  noon  hour.  At  2:00  P.  M.,  the  group  assem- 
bled and  enjoyed  a  program  of  special  musical  numbers 
provided  by  the  young  people,  a  talk*  on  our  Brethren 
Church  and  an  original  poem  by  Mrs.  D.  A.  C.  Teeter, 
an  address  by  Rev.  George  Pontius,  greetings  from  the 
Warsaw- Winona  Ministerial  Association  by  Rev.  C.  J. 
Mowrer.  Following  the  benediction,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Owen 
Horn  stood  in  line  of  reception  with  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Hol- 
singer. Every  one  present  had  the  opportunity  of  being 
introduced  to  them  and  to  Baby  Mai'k.  Thus  ended  the  full 
Sunday  and  began  the  Church  Year  under  a  new  shep- 
herd. 

The  moderator,  Mr.  Owen  Horn  and  the  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Sunday  school,  Mr.  Wallace  Robbins,  and  their 
committees,  may  well  feel  proud  of  the  results  of  their 
efforts.  Join  us  in  our  prayers  that  we  may  have  a 
year  of  increased  growth  and  service  for  the  glory  of  the 
Lord. 

— Mrs.   Jennie    Bennett.   Cor.    Sec. 


KOWX,  William,  born  F<:h.  14,  1877  in  Tn.-nton  Mo. 
Died  suddenly  at  his  home,  Sept.  '10,  1953,  aged  76  years. 
7  months,  and  l<'>  days.  Manied  Etta  I^^km',  August  24, 
1942.  Baptized  March  10,  I'Jyl,  and  rf;ceivf;d  into  the 
Mulvane  Brethren  Church.  Survived  by  his  wif*,-,  three  fos- 
ter sisters,  five  step  daughters,  and  one  step  son. 

Funeral  sei-vices  conducted  in  the  Mulvane  Brethren 
Church  by  the  undersigned,  and  interment  in  the  Belle 
Plaine  Cemetery. 

J.  v.  Burton. 

"^^^^ 
BATEMAN.  Mrs.  Oma  Josephine  Batenian,  wa.s  bom 
August  15,  1927,  and  died  September  26,  I'Jo'.i.  Funeral 
Services  conducted  by  the  undersigned  in  the  Lindsay 
Funeral  chapel  in  Hanisonburg,  Virginia.  Interment  wa.o 
in  the  McGaheysville  Cemetery. 

John  F.  Locke. 

WOOD.  George  Wood,  a  highly  respected  member  of 
the  Cerro  Gordo  Brethren  Church  was  called  home  to  be 
with  his  Lord  on  July  4,  1953,  following  an  illness  of 
about  three  years.  Funeral  services  weie  conducted  from 
The  Brethz-en  Church,  with  Rev.  William  T.  Heckman  a.s- 
sisting  the  local  Pastor. 


WOOD.  Katie  Wood,  wife  of  the  late  George  Wood  an-I 
a  member  of  the  Cerro  Gordo  Brethren  Church  answered 
the  call  to  higher  service  and  departed  this  life,  Septem- 
ber 5,  1953.  She  leaves  to  mourn  her  departure  two  ?i.«- 
ters,  Mrs.  Dora  McDonald  and  Mrs.  Ida  McDonald,  both 
of  Cerro  Gordo,  111.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  b> 
the  undersigned,   assisted   by   Rev.    William   T.    Heckman. 

Wilbur  L.  Thomas. 

In  the  last  quarter  three  of  our  older  members  have 
gone  forth  to  be  with  the  Lord.  Mr.  John  York  in  his 
eighty-ninth  year  on  July  the  2(ith.  For  a  number  of 
years  an  invalid  and  most  tenderly  cared  for  by  his  only 
son  and  wife.  Funeral  service  from  the  cluu-ch.  Rev.  C.  C. 
Grisso  and  Rev.  Austin  Gable  sharing  in  the  sei"vice. 

Mrs.  William  (Daisy  June  Tubbs)  Dotterer  on  August 
the  sixteenth,  in  her  eighty-second  year.  If  she  had  lived 
till  September  the  twenty-seventh  they  would  have  com- 
pleted sixty  years  of  married  life.  Funeral  ser\-ice  from 
the  Eikenberry  Funeral  Home  of  Peru. 

Mi*s.  George  Strebin.  (Rovanna  Russell)  on  September 
the  twenty-first,  in  her  seventy-second  year.  Funei-al  ser- 
vice from  the  church.  Rev.  R.  K.  Higgins.  Elkhart.  Ind.. 
a  former  pastor,  pi-eached  the  sermon  and  Rov.  Austin 
Gable  and  the  pastor  sharing  in  the  seiA'ice. 

These  were  all  faithful  membei's  of  the  Loree  chuirh 
and  as  long  as  they  were  physically  able  attended  the 
worship  and  lived  faithful  lives.  Our  comfort  is  in  the 
glorious  hope  of  heaven. 

Claud   Studebakor.   Bunkerhil!.  Ind..  K.    L 
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LEMON'S    BIBLE    GAME 

12  different  Bible  games  can  be  played  from 
tills  one  set  of  120  cards.  The  following  games 
can     be     played: 


Bible 

Quiz 

Bible 

Treasures 

Bible 

Heroes 

Bible 

Groupings 

Bible 

Cities 

Bible 

Puzzles 

Bible 

Fauna 

Bible 

Countries 

Bible 

Books 

Bible 

Flora 

Bible 

Heroines 

Kings 

and  Chronicles 
Boxed,  $1.00 

INSTRUCTIVE   AMD   EMTERTAIMINC 


O/ftVC^ 


WHO  AM  I? 

Clever  and  instructive  Bible  quizzes.  Excellent 
for  small  or  large  groups.  The  quiz  consists  of 
50  cards  describing  characters  in  the  Bible. 

Boxed,   60^ 

VERSE  RIDDLES  FROM  THE  BIBLE 

A  quiz  game  to  familiarize  players  with 
characters   and    outstanding  events   in   the   Bible. 

This  interesting  game  can  be  used  with  a 
great  deal  of  success  by  a  group  of  children, 
a  party  of  young  people,  or  by  some  Sunday 
school    or    church    group    gathering. 

For  large  and  small  groups.  Boxed,  60^ 

"WHAT  AM  I?"  BIBLE  GAME 
By   B.   DeFrees   Brien 

A  fascinating  quiz  game  for  young  and  old. 
New  and  different.  Everyone  will  enjoy  playing 
this    instructive    and    appealing    game. 

Boxed,   60^ 

(add    15^    per    game    for    postage    and    packing) 

Trav-E-Log  Bible  Games 

Attractive    Bible    Games 
for    the    Home    and    Parties 

By    "Uncle    Jim"    Turnbull 

TKAV-E-LOG  OF  CHRIST 

Contains  beautifully  colored  playing  board, 
portraying  vividly  the  events  in  Christ's  life, 
300  Gospel  quiz  slips,  4  pawns,  and  directions. 

Regular  Edition,   50^ 
Deluxe  Edition   (On  heavy  playing  board)  $1.00 

JUNIOR  TRAVELOG  OF  CHRIST 

(A  Game  for  Boys  and  Girls) 
Same  as  Trav-E-Log  of  Christ — sitnplified  for 
boys   and   girls.  35^ 

BIBLE    TRAVELOG 

Similar  to  Trav-E-Log  of  Christ,  making  the 
Old    Testament    interesting    and    understandable. 

Regular  Edition,   50(J 
Deluxe  Edition,  $1.00 

JUNIOR  BIBLE  TRAVELOG 

(A  Game  for  Boys  and  Girls) 
Same  as  Bible  Trav-E-Log — simplified  for  boys 
and   girls.  35<} 

(add    1.5c    per    game    for    postage    and    packing) 


BIBLE    BOYS 

An  intriguing  question  and  answer  game  con- 
cerning boys  of  the  Bible.  13  books,  4  cards 
on  the  life  of  each  boy  in  a  book.     Boxed,  60^ 

BIBLE    AUTHORS 

An  interesting  game  enabling  those  who  play 
to  learn  the  books  of  the  Bible.  May  be  played 
by  2  or  more  persons,  played  similar  to  the 
popular   game   of   Authors.  Boxed,    60^ 
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Order  from  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company 

524  College   Ave.,   Ashland,   Ohio. 
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COMING  EVENTS 


We  invite  all  Pastors,  church  leaders,  to  avail  them- 
selves of  this  column,  for  announcing  special  events  in 
their  churches.  Be  sure  the  information  reaches  us  at 
least   three  weeks  ahead  of  date  of  scheduled  event. 

I    -■-■■-■     I—      -     TSi  ir*ia 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  Evangelistic  Services — November  28th 
to  December  6th — Rev.  H,  R.  Garland,  Evangelist;  Rev. 
W.  S.  Crick,  Pastor. 

VINCO,  PENNA.  Cambria  County  Brethren  Christian 
Endeavor  Union  Fun  Night — December  4th — Held  in  the 
Vinco  Brethren  Fellowship  House.  Gifts  for  Kentucky  to 
be  brought  to  this  program.  Walter  C.  Wertz,  Union 
President;  Rev.  Woodrow  B.  Brant,  Host  Pastor. 


Items  of  general  Interest 


.ST.  .JAME.S,  MARYLAND.  A  baptismal  service  was 
scheduled   for  the   afternoon   of  Sunday,  November  22nd. 

Brother  Freeman  Ankrum  says  that  the  unseasonal 
snow  and  cold  which  took  place  during  their  revival  meet- 
ing, resulting  in  drifted  roads,  cut  their  attendance  some- 
what, and  gave  their  new  heating  system  a  real  test.  He 


reports  that   in   spite  of   the  cold  and   snow,  the  church 
was  very  comfortable. 

HAGERSTOWN,  MARYLAND.  To  the  report  of  the 
ordination  service  for  Rev.  Glenn  Shank,  in  The  Evange- 
list a  few  weeks  ago,  we  add  the  following  note:  "The 
reception,  following  the  ordination  service  was  cared  for 
by  the  W.  M.  S.,  who  also  presented  the  Shanks  with  a 
cash  gift.  The  Laymen  gave  the  Shanks  a  sizeable  amount 
of  tools  to  be  used  in  their  mission  work  wherever  they 
go." 

The  ordination  service  was  held  in  the  Hagerstown 
Chui'ch  on  Sunday  evening,  October  25th. 

MEYERSDALE,  PENNA.  MAIN  STREET  BRETH- 
REN. A  Sunday  School  Institute,  conducted  by  the  Penn- 
sylvania District  Sunday  School  Board  under  the  direc- 
tion of  its  President,  Walter  C.  Wertz,  of  Conemaugh, 
Penna.,  was  presented  in  this  chui'ch  Sunday  evening,  No- 
vember 22nd. 

JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  THIRD  BRETHREN.  Brother 
E.  M.  Riddle,  in  a  note  to  the  Editor,  says  "A  very  good 
day  yesterday,"  referring  to  Sunday,  November  15th. 
The  15th  was  the  mid-way  point  in  the  two  weeks'  revival 
at  the  Third  Church  conducted  by  Brother  John  F.  Locke. 

MASONTOWN,  PENNA.  Brother  William  Keeling  re- 
ports six  first  time  confessions  in  their  recent  revival 
meetings.  Baptismal  services  were  held  on  November 
15th. 

The  Masontown  church  observed  Holy  Communion  Sun- 
day evening,  November  22nd. 

MARIANNA,  PENNA.  HIGHLAND  BRETHREN. 
The  Highland  Brethren  worshipped  with  the  Masontown 
Brethren  on  November  15th,  using  the  Masontown  bap- 
tistry, to  baptize  five  new  members. 

The  Highland  Brethren  recently  enjoyed  a  series  of 
Revival  Services  under  the  direction  of  Brother  Charles 
Munson. 

PITTSBURGH,  PENNA.  Brother  Charles  Munson  was 
guest  speaker  at  the  Thanksgiving  Service  held  Tuesday 
evening,     November  24th,  in  our  Pittsburgh  Church. 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


URGENTLY  NEEDED 

THE  BRETHREN'S  HOME  at  Flora,  Indiana, 
NEEDS  A  SUPERINTENDENT  AND  MATRON 
SOON.  Mr.  McDaniels  asks  the  Board  to  be  relieved 
as  soon  as  possible,  that  he  may  care  for  his  own 
business. 

Those  who  may  be  interested  please  write  Mr. 
John  R.  Johnston,  President,  New  Lebanon,  Ohio 
(R.  R.  1,  Box  229),  or  Rev.  E.  M.  Riddle,  Secre- 
tary, 186  Spring  St.,  Johnstowni,  Penna. 

E.  M.  Rididle. 
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FIRST  IN  A  SERIES 


WE  HAVE  BEEN  CONVINCED  for  quite  some  time 
that  the  struggle  between  Communism  and  our 
Democracy  is  basically  a  religious  struggle.  We  can  call 
it  a  struggle  between  ideals,  a  way  of  life,  or  a  struggle 
between  kinds  of  government,  yet  a  closer  study  of  the 
problem  will   reveal    it   as   primarily   a   religious   one. 

Democracy,  basically  is  the  child  of  the  Christian  relig- 
ion. Our  laws,  our  Constitution  are  based  on  the  principles 
of  Christianity,  the  law  of  Moses,  the  Word  of  God. 
Thei'efore  when  we  speak  of  Democracy,  we  knowingly 
or  otherwise,  are  referring  to  a  form  of  government 
which  is  basically  Christian. 

Christianity  respects  the  rights  of  others,  knows  the 
worship  of  the  true  God  of  heaven,  and  is  a  champion  of 
liberty,  freedom  and  justice. 

Communism,  on  the  other  hand,  knows  no  rights  save 
those  of  the  state,  i-ejects  all  recognition  of  the  God  of 
heaven,   and   allows   no  freedom,  liberty  or  justice. 

In  our  world  today,  we  are  involved  in  a  struggle  be- 
tween these  two  forces.  This  is  the  spiritual  struggle  of 
evil  against  righteousness.  This  is  the  struggle  between 
those  who  will  follow  God,  and  those  who  choose  or  are 
led  to  follow^  Satanic  forces. 

As  to  who  is  winning,  there  is  much  which  can  be  said 
— more  than  we  can  hope  to  cover  in  the  short  space  of 
this  Editorial.  Who  do  you  think  is  winning?  We  know 
the  way  we  want  it  to  come  out!  And  we  do  know  that 
God  is  on  His  throne,  and  that  He  will  not  permit  con- 
ditions to  go  beyond  His  control.  Yet  we  do  know  that 
Satanic  forces  are  seeking  to  gain  control.  Satan  sought 
to  get  control  of  the  woi-ld  during  the  days  of  Adam  and 
Eve.  He  sought  ever,  and  sometimes  succeeded,  in  lead- 
ing God's  people  astray.  He  sought  to  keep  Christ  from 
the  cross.  And  in  these  latter  days,  He  is  seeking  to  %vipe 
God's  people  off  the  earth. 

The  danger  is  that  we  shall  become  complacent  on  this 
matter  of  Communism.  If  we  present  to  the  world  a  weak 
faith,  a  weak  testimony,  and  an  indifferent  allegiance  to 
our  Christian  faith,  we  are  playing  into  the  hands  of 
Communists.  For,  while  we  may  be  "coasting,"  the  forces 
of  Communism  are  not!  The  crunching  movement  of  Com- 
munism's iron  curtain  is  forever  grinding  the  peoples  of 
the  earth  to  slavery  and  poverty.  First,  by  promising 
freedom   and  plenty,  then   after  gaining  control,  immedi- 


ately giving  bondage  instead.  Read  the  many  stories  which 
have  come  from  those  who  have  escaped  the  R<i<i  terrors. 

We  would  quote  from  a  "release"  which  came  to  our 
desk  a  few  days  ago,  which  is  an  article  by  John  B. 
Streator,  a  Missionary  to  China,  1D47-51,  and  now  Assist- 
ant Pastor  of  the  Trinity  Baptist  Church,  Dallas,  Texas, 
to  show  you  the  danger  we  face. 

"In  spite  of  the  fact  that  Communism  has  increased 
two  million  percent  in  30  years  and  at  present  is  threat- 
ening to  close  almost  every  mission  field  in  the  world  to 
the  preaching  of  the  Gospel,  there  is  no  positive  program 
to  combat  it.  No  one  is  greatly  concerned,  but  most  peo- 
ple are  k'dding  themselves  with  wishful  thinking  that 
eventually  all  will  be  well.  Nothing  could  be  more  dan- 
gerous than  this  state  of  mind." 

Mr.  Streater  then  tells  of  his  opportunity  in  China  to 
see  the  inroads  and  growth  of  communism  during  the 
years  he  was  there.  He  further  writes: 

"Communism  is  the  enemy  of  God,  of  Christ  and  His 
Church.  This  is  basic.  In  spite  of  much  confusion  there 
can  be  no  such  thing  as  a  real  Communist  Christian.  A 
missionary  asked  a  Communist  officer,  'Can  a  Christian 
be  a  party  member?'  The  answer  was  'Wan  pu  leng,' 
which  translated  says,  'Eternally  impossible."  .\  person 
must  be  one  or  the  other. 

"Communism  is  the  antithesis  of  Christianity.  The 
foundation  tenets  of  Christianity  are  love,  truth,  and 
righteousness.  The  tenets  of  Communism  are  hate,  lies, 
and  lawlessness.  Christianity  teaches  "love  thy  neighbor 
as  thyself."  Communism  says,  "We  must  do  away  with 
this  doctrine  of  love,  and  hate  all  that  oppose  us  if  we 
are  to  succeed." 

The  above  quotes  are  from  the  pen  of  one  who  spent 
some  years  in  China  where  the  Communists  have  gained 
control.  We  ask  again  the  question  of  this  Editorial,  'How 
Safe  Are  We?"  And  if  you  think  this  Editor,  and  preach- 
ers in  general  who  point  out  those  things,  are  "alarm- 
ists," consider  then  that  our  own  gi>vernment  is  con- 
stantly warning  us  against  the  dangers  of  Communist  at- 
tack. Complacency  is  dangerous.  It  brought  the  downfall 
of   China,   Czechoslovokia.    and   other   countries. 

Security  for  us  lies  in  our  faith  in  God.  By  a  sti-ong 
deteniiination  to  live  the  way  God  want*  us  to  live,  and 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 
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(A  Sermon  delivered  at   the  1953  Indiana  District  Con- 
ference.) 


Text:  "As  the  Father  hath  sent  me,  even  so  send  I  you." 

John  20:21. 
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HAT  IS  THE  SUPREME  MISSION  of  the  Church? 
How  is  this  mission  best  fulfilled  ? 


The  mission  of  the  church  is  in  no  sense  political.  Yet 
the  church's  influence  in  behalf  of  righteousness  should 
peiTneate  all  public  affairs.  The  mission  of  the  church 
is  not  institutional.  Many  would  have  the  church  engaged 
.«:olely  in  humanitarian  work.  They  would  build  a  new 
world  order  through  the  so-called  "social  gospel."  But 
a  new  world  order  with  old  world  order  humanity  is  im- 
possible. The  church  needs  to  engage  in  humanitarian  work 
but  let  it  be  keyed  upon  the  objective  of  the  salvation 
of  the  lost. 

The  mission  of  the  church  is  not  purely  educational. 
If  education  can  save  us,  why  are  we  facing  such  moral 
destruction  today?  There  are  many  things  that  we  would 
like  for  our  educational  institutions  to  do  that  they  can- 
not do.  Hence,  it  is  necessary  for  the  church  to  be  in- 
terested in  educational  work.  But  education  is  no  sub- 
stitute for  salvation,  nor  is  it  the  primary  work  of  the 
church. 

The  mission  of  the  church  is  contained  in  the  great 
commission  as  given  in  Matthew  28:18-20:  "And  Jesus 
came  and  spake  unto  them,  saying,  All  power  is  given 
unto  me  in  heaven  and  in  earth.  Go  ye  therefore,  and 
teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the 
Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost:  Teaching 
them  to  obseiT'e  all  things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded 
you:  and  lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of 
the  world." 

Christ  said,  "Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the 
gospel  to  every  creature"  (Mark  16:15b).  Our  Lord  said 
in  conversation  with  the  two  disciples  on  the  road  to 
Emmau.s,  "Thus  it  is  written  and  thus  it  behooved  Christ 
to  suffer,  and  to  rise  from  the  dead  the  third  day:  And 
that  repentance  and  remission  of  sins  should  be  preached 
in  his  name  among  all  nations,  beginning  at  Jerusalem. 
And  ye  are  witnesses  of  these  things"   (Luke  24:46-48). 

The  key  verse  to  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  is  1:8:  "But 


ye  shall  receive  power,  after  that  the  Holy  Ghost 
come  upon  you:  and  ye  shall  be  witnesses  unto  me  botl' 
in  Jerusalem,  and  in  all  Judea,  and  in  Samaria,  and  untc 
the  utteiTnost  part  of  the  earth."  And  the  verse  thai 
shows  how  they  built  a  soul-winning  church  is  Acts  5:42 
"And  daily  in  the  temple,  and  in  every  house,  they  ceasec 
not  to  teach  and  preach  Jesus  Chi'ist." 

The  Apostle  Paul,  great  missionary  and  church  builder 
recognized  his  grave  responsibility  in  soul  winning  anc 
declared  in  Romans  1:14-16:  "I  am  debtor  both  to  the 
Greeks  and  to  the  barbarians;  both  to  the  wise  and  tc 
the  unwise.  So  as  much  as  in  me  is,  I  am  ready  tc 
preach  the  gospel  to  you  that  are  at  Rome  also.  For  1 
am  not  ashamed  of  the  gospel  of  Christ;  for  it  is  the 
power  of  God  unto  salvation  to  everyone  that  believeth; 
to  the  Jew  first,  and  also  to  the  Greek." 

A  church  that  is  not  a  soul-winning  church  is  not  a 
true  New  Testament  church.  Churches  are  sometimes 
tempted  to  give  first  place  to  recreational  and  social  pro- 
grams. The  reason  our  soul-winning  activities  are  so 
weak  and  futile  is  that  we  do  not  believe  that  uncon- 
verted souls  are  actually  lost.  In  fact,  many  church  mem- 
bers do  not  profess  conversion.  Too  many  do  not  know 
the  prayer  power  it  takes  to  get  others  saved,  and  in 
our  church  work  do  not  have  soul-winning  power.  God 
is  looking  for  fruit — not  merely  to  see  that  the  tree  is 
alive. 

We  cannot  "play  church"  and  get  by.  "Every  tree  which 
bringeth  not  forth  good  fruit  is  hewn  down,  and  cast 
into  the  fire"  (Matt.  3:10).  The  church  in  Ephesus  did 
not  remain  true  to  the  Founder  (Christ),  and  in  less 
than  a  century  this  word  was  written,  "Remember  from 
whence  thou  art  fallen,  and  repent,  and  do  the  first 
works;  or  else  I  will  come  unto  thee  quickly,  and  remove 
thy  candlestick  out  of  his  place,  except  thou  repent" 
(Rev.  2:5). 

And  there  was  the  strong  and  vigorous  church  of  Sar- 
dis,  which  was  compelled  to  hear  these  words:  "I  have 
not  found  thy  works  perfect  before  God"  (Rev.  3:2b). 
The  stars  of  the  chui'ches  of  Laodicea,  Thyatira,  and  Per- 
gamos  went  out  in  gloom  and  their  names  are  only  mem- 
ories! 

Why  did  such  a  fate  befall  the  churches  of  Asia' 
Minor?  Worldliness  had  crept  in;  the  cross  was  lowered; 
worship  became  a  form  and  then  a  mockery;  and  down 
these    churches    fell.    They   might  have     lifted    up    theiri 
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I  ties,  and  saved  the  people.  But  they  f'orf^ot  their 
l(.tty  mission  for  souls.  They  grew  proud  and  vain,  and 
sought  through  controversy,  social  ease  or  vain  glorious 
win-k  to  win  support,  when  it  was  only  mounding  brass 
mid  a  tinkling  cymbal.  The  business  of  the  church  is 
wliatever  the  business  of  Jesus  was.  The  church  is  to 
take  her  orders  from  Him  as  her  Head. 

The  great  commission  says  three  things:  First,  we  are 
to  make  disciples;  Second,  "baptizing  them  in  the  name 
of  the  Father,  and  of  the  iSon,  and  of  the  Holy  (ihost"; 
Third,  "Teaching  them  to  obsei-ve  all  things  whatsoever 
I  have  commanded  you."  Upon  the  following  of  this  pro- 
gram we  have  the  promise  of  His  presence:  "and  lo,  I 
am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  woi'ld." 

The  first  point  in  the  program  is  to  evangelize  every- 
where and  get  converts.  Then  we  are  to  see  that  these 
converts  put  on  Christ  in  baptism.  Then  we  are  to  give 
due  care  to  the  converts  or  else  our  recruits  will  desert 
us.  The  converts  must  grow  in  .Bible  knowledge  and  obe- 
dience; they  cannot  grow  on  chaff  and  inactivity.  They 
must  be  active  workers  or  die.  But  social  entertainment 
is  not  enough.  People  who  do  not  worship  are  not  likely 
to  work.  New  converts  are  tempted  with  doubts  and 
questions,  the  temptations  of  sensual  enjoyments.  And 
when  they  leave  Christ,  WHERE  DO  THEY  GO?  To 
leave  Christ  is  to  give  up  Christ  and  the  Bible,  to  dis- 
credit the  testimony  of  every  friend  that  Jesus  ever  had. 

"Therefore,  leaving  the  word  of  the  beginning  of 
Christ,  LET  US  GO  ON  UNTO  PERFECTION  (let  us 
go  on  unto  full  growth);  not  laying  again  the  foundation 
of  repentance  from  dead  works,  and  of  faith  toward  God, 
of  the  doctrines  of  baptisms,  and  of  laying  on  of  hands, 
and  of  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  and  of  eternal  judg- 
ment. And  this  will  we  do  if  God  permit"  (Heb.  6:1-3). 
This  is  no  mystical,  inward  perfection,  but  that  well- 
rounded  knowledge  of  the  mind  of  God  which  His  Word 
alone  can  give.  Milk-fed  Christians  become  deserters. 
Full-grown  Christians  comprehend  and  enjoy  strong 
meat.  "Study  to  show  thyself  approved  unto  God,  a 
workman  that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed,  rightly  divid- 
ing the  Word  of  truth"  (2  Tim.  2:15).  "All  Scripture  is 
given  by  inspiration  of  God,  and  is  profitable  for  doc- 
trine, for  reproof,  for  correction  for  instruction  in  right- 
eusness;  that  the  man  of  God  may  be  perfect,  thoroughly 
furnished  unto  all  good  works"  (2  Tim.  3:16,  17).  He 
who  does  not  neglect  the  appointed  means  will  be  enabled 
to  enjoy  the  answer  to  this  prayer:  "Now  the  God  of 
peace  .  .  .  MAKE  YOU  PERFECT  IN  EVERY  GOOD 
WORK  TO  DO  HIS  WILL,  working  in  you  that  which 
is  well-pleasing  in  His  sight,  through  Jesus  Christ;  to 
whom  be  glory  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen"  (Heb.  13:20, 
21). 


WHERE  JS  </OI>'.S  I'OWER? 

A  city  full  of  churches 
Great  pieacher,  lettered  men, 
Grand  music,  choirs  and  organs; 
If  these  all  fail,  what  then  ? 
(iood  workeis,  eager,  earnest, 
Who  labour  hour  by  hour: 
But  wheie,  oh  where,  my  brother, 
Is  God's  almighty  power? 

Refinement:  education! 

They  want  the  very  best. 

Their   plans   and   schemes    are    perfect, 

They  give  themselves  no  rest; 

They  get  the  best  of  talent. 

They  try  their  uttermost. 

But  what  they  need,  my  brother. 

Is  God  the  Holy  Ghost! 

We  may  spend  time  and  money 
And  preach  from  wi.sdom's  lore, 
But  education  only 
Will  keep  God's  people  poor. 
God  wants  not  worldly  wisdom, 
He  seeks  no  smiles  to  win; 
But  what  is  needed,  brother, 
Is  that  we  deal  with  sin! 

It  is  the  Holy  Spirit, 
That  quickeneth  the  soul. 
God  will  not  take  man-worship. 
Nor  bow  to  man's  control. 
No  human  innovation, 
No  skill,  or  worldly  art, 
Can  give  a  trae  repentance. 
Or  break  the  sinner's  heart. 

We  may  have  human  wisdom, 

Grand  singing,  great  success; 

There  may  be  fine  equipment. 

But  these  things  do  not  bless. 

God  wants  a  pure,  clean  vessel. 

Anointed  lips  and  true, 

A  man  filled  with  the  Spirit,  ■  • 

To  speak  His  message  through. 

Great  God,  revive  us  truly! 

And  keep  us  every  day; 

That  men  may  all  acknowledge, 

We  live  just  as  we  pray. 

The  Lord's  hand  is  not  shortened, 

He  still  delights  to  bless. 

If  we  depart  from  evil 

And  all  our  sins  confess. 

—  Samuel  Stevenson. 
— Huntington.  Indiana. 
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NOVEMBER  is  HOME  MISSIONS  Month.     Give  for 
the  spread  of  the  GOSPEL  in  the  United  States. 
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Items    of  General    Interest 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 

ASHLAND,  OHIO,  PARK  STREET  BRETHREN.  The 
members  of  the  Park  Street  Church  entertained  Ashland 
College  students  at  a  special  dinner  in  the  church  on 
Tuesday,  November  17th.  A  good  attendance,  plenty  of 
good   food,  and  a  tine  evening   of  fellowship   is  reported. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO.  GARBER  MEMORIAL  BRETH- 
REN. The  W.  M.  S.  of  the  church  has  accepted  the  re- 
sponsibility of  taking  care  of  the  evening  prayer  ser- 
vices held  each  Sunday  evening. 

The  Intermediate  Sunday  School  Class  was  in  charge 
of  the  Thanksgiving  Eve  prayer  meeting. 

NEW  LEBANON,  OHIO.  Laymen's  Sunday  was  ob- 
sen-ed  on  November  8th,  with  the  message  in  song  and 
word  being  pi^sented  by  Rev.  Ray  Snyder. 

PLEASANT  HILL,  OHIO.  Tlie  Pleasant  Hill  Church 
was  host  to  the  Union  Thanksgiving  Service  on  Novem- 
ber 25th. 

Brother  Floyd  Sibert  has  the  following  to  say  in  his 
bulletin  relative  to  the  recent  series  of  Bible  lectures  pre- 
sented by  Rev.  William  Hoke:  "Brother  Hoke's  messages 
were  some  of  the  finest.  Those  who  came  were  truly  fed 
upon  the  bread  of  life.  They  were  practical  and  applic- 
able to  human  life  today.  The  high  attendance  was  104. 
The  average  was  70." 

WEST  ALEXANDRIA,  OHIO.  Brother  Harold  Garland 
reports  two  reconsecrations  as  a  result  of  the  recent  re- 
vival services  in  which  Brother  John  T.  Byler  was  the 
Evangelist. 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  Two  children  were  presented  for  ded- 
ication on  November  8th. 

WILLIAMSTOWN,  OHIO.  Services  on  November  8th 
were  cared  for  by  Rev.  Kenneth  Solomon  of  Ashland;  on 
November  15th  and  22nd,  by  the  Editor  of  Publications. 

Brother  David  Rambsel,  Pastor,  who  was  injured  re- 
cently in  an  automobile  accident  was  able  to  return  to 
his  home  in  Ashland  on  November  18th  and  is  making  a 
nice  recovery. 

NAPPANEE,  INDIANA.  Mrs.  J.  M.  Bowman  of  Peru, 
Indiana,  was  the  guest  speaker  at  the  W.  M.  S.  Public 
Service  on  November  22nd. 

PERU,  INDIANA.  The  Evangelistic  Services  under  the 
direction  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  L.  0.  McCartneysmith,  closed 
on  November  8th;  a  farewell  for  the  Evangelists  being 
held  in  the  church  basement  following  the  evening  ser- 
vice. 

Brother  J.  Milton  Bowman,  in  commenting  on  the  Ser- 
vices, says,  "We  feel  that  the  meetings  have  been  very 
helpful." 

Bapti-smal  services  were  held  on  Sunday,  November 
loth,  with  Holy  Communion  being  observed  Thur.sday  eve- 
ning, November  19th. 

NORTH  MANCHESTER,  INDIANA.  The  North  Man- 
chester church  was  host  to  the  Union  Thanksgiving  ser- 
vice, Sunday  evening,  November  22nd. 


ROANN,  INDIANA.  From  the  Roann  bulletin  for  No- 
vember 15th,  we  learn  that  Mrs.  G.  L.  Maus  has  been  a 
patient  in  the  hospital  at  Rochester,  Minn.  Let  us  remem- 
ber her  in  prayer. 

GOSHEN,   INDIANA.    Brother    Virgil  E.    Meyer    was 

guest  speaker  in  the  Goshen  Church  on  November  22nd, 

speaking  in   the   interests    of    Christian  Education    and 
Ashland  College. 

Family  night,  with  a  "carry-in"  fellowship  meal,  and  a 
brief  program  including  pictures  of  Ashland  College,  was 
observed  on  November  18th. 

SOUTH  .BEND,  INDIANA.  A  reception  for  the  new 
pastor  and  family,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  D.  Hamel,  and  daugh- 
ter, was  held  on  November  13th. 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  The  Elkhart  church  enjoyed  the 
presence  and  work  of  an  Ashland  College  Gospel  Team 
on  November  15th.  The  team  was  composed  of  Roy  Zeh- 
ner.  Chuck  Selby,  Warren  Hunn,  and  Carl  Barber.  The 
morning  message  was  given  by  Carl  Barber. 

Holy  Communion  was  observed  on  November  18th. 

Elkhart's  recent  cash  day  resrrlted  in  a  total  offering 
of  $1,177.55. 

LANARK,  ILLINOIS.  The  Pastor  and  family  were  the 
recipients  of  Lanark  Brethren's  "Ingathering  of  Food" 
Sunday  held  recently. 

"Church  Officers'  Night"  was  observed  on  November 
8th,  with  a  good  attendance  being  reported  by  the  Pas- 
tor, Brother  H.  Francis  Berkshire. 

A  basket  dinner,  in  honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Brice 
Puterbaugh,  was  held  on  Sunday,  November  22nd.  Broth- 
er and  Sister  Puterbaugh  have  faithfully  served  the  Lan- 
ark church,  the  Central  District,  and  our  Denomination 
for  many  years.  They  are  the  parents  of  our  Pastor  at 
Morrill,  Kansas,  Brother  Edwin  Puterbaugh,  and  of  Mrs. 
Marjorie  .Berkshire,  wife  of  our  Mission  Board  General 
Secretary.  The  Puterbaughs,  because  of  their  health,  are 
moving  to  Tucson,  Arizona. 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  The  Waterloo  Union  Christian 
Youth  Fellowship  service  was  held  in  our  church  the 
evening  of  November  8tk  A  dinner  and  program  was  in- 
cluded. 

Brother  Spencer  Gentle  writes  the  following  interesting 
note  relative  to  the  meeting:  "Generally,  there  are  only 
about  100  that  attend.  The  ladies  were  to  serve  a  light 
supper  for  them,  and  so  we  planned  on  125.  Guess  what? 
Two  hundred  and  twenty-five  came!  We  had  fun,  and  we 
got  them  all  fed."  The  program  featured  two  films,  one 
on  race  problems  and  one  on  alcoholism.  There  was  also 
a  panel  discussion  on  Christian  Vocation. 

STOCKTON,  CALIF.  From  Brother  Cecil  H.  Johnson's  1 
bulletin    we    learn    that    Mrs.    Johnson    was   taken    to    the 
hospital   for  an  emergency  surgical  operation  on  Novem- 
ber 2nd. 

We  also  learn  from  the  same  bulletin  that  Brother 
(Charles  E.  Johnson  has  been  in  the  hospital  for  special 
treatment  recently. 

Let  us  be  faithful  at  the  throne  of  grace  in  behalf  of 
these  who  are  ill. 
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OUR  ARGENTINE   MISSION 


(For  the  information  of  all  our  Brethren  The  Mission 
Board  presents  herewith  the  constitution  of  the  Assoca- 
tion  as  adopted  by  the  Brethren  Chuiches  of  Arp:cntina,  as 


announced  last  week. 
c(>nc;jited  efforts  of 
years.) 


This  document   i.s   the  reHult  of  the 
th<-     Argentine     Brethren     for     .six 


CONSTITUTIONAL  ACTS   OF   THE 
ASSOCIATION     OF     THE     BRETH- 
REN CHURCH 
(In  Argentina) 

GENERAL  PART 

Article  1,  The  Brethren  Church  began 
its  work  in  Argentina  on  September 
10  of  the  year  1909,  and  October  31, 
1948  it  was  organized  as  the  "Asso- 
ciacion  de  las  Iglesias  de  los  Her- 
mandos"  in  a  general  assembly  in  the 
city  of  Rosario.  In  1950  it  was  de- 
cided to  revise  the  statutes  that  had 
been  presented  during  the  previous 
yeai-.  The  present  statutes  were  ac- 
cepted in  a  meeting  of  the  general 
assembly  of  the  Association  by  a  two- 
thirds  vote  in  the  city  of  Cordoba  on 
the  twelfth  of  October  1951,  and  fi- 
nally it  was  adopted  by  the  special 
Assembly  on  September  1,  1953  in  the 
Capital  Federal. 

Article  2.  The  Association  of  the 
Brethren  Church,  formed  on  October 
31,  1948,  vdll  be  composed  of  the  af- 
filiated Christian  Evangelical  churches 
of  the  .Brethren  and  will  have  its 
headquarters  in  the  Federal  Capital 
at  Arcos  3099,  Nunez  in  the  Repub- 
lic of  Argentina. 

Article  3.  The  Association  of  the 
Brethren  Church  is  a  body  of  bap- 
tized believers.  The  manner  of  receiv- 
ing members  is  by  their  profession  of 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God, 
by  repentance  of  sins,  baptism  by  tri- 
une immersion,  and  confirmation  by 
the  laying  on  of  hands. 

Article  4.  Requirements  for  admit- 
tance into  the  Association  are  the 
following: 

a.  The  soliciting  church  should  send 
•  a  written  request  to  the  Associa- 
tion and  should  have  a  minimum  of 
fifteen  members  in  full  communion 
(received  according  to  article  3.) 

b.  It  should  provide  proof  of  its 
New  Testament  faith  and  Christian 
practices,  in  accordance  to  the 
Brethren  Church  doctrines;  it 
should  be  accepted  by  the  Assem- 
bly with  a  delegate  of  the  church 
present. 

Article  5.  The  principle  aims  and  pur- 
poses of  the  Association  are  as  fol- 
lows; 

a.  To  propagate  the  Gospel  for  the 
eternal   salvation  and   happiness   of 


lucn,  faithfully  fuililiing  the  com- 
mandments of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. 

b.  To  encourage  and  coordinate  the 
effoi'ts  made  by  the  chuiches  to  ac- 
complish its  work  in  evangelization, 
either  by  missionary  endeavors,  lit- 
eratuie,  radio,  or  other  legitimate 
means  of  setting  forth  its  teach- 
ings. 

3.  To  promote  as  far  as  pos.sible, 
complete  harmony  and  communion 
among  the  churches. 

d.  To  make  known  the  teachings  of 
Christiatnity  as  regards  public  mor- 
ality, the  unity  of  the  family, 
peace,  honesty,  and  all  that  which 
according  to  Christian  doctrine  con- 
tributes to  the  betterment  of  so- 
ciety. 

e.  To  found  and  maintain  institu- 
tions of  learning,  seminaries,  Bible 
institutes,  etc.,  and  carry  on  an  ed- 
ucational program. 

The  secondary  purposes  of  the  As- 
sociation are  as  follows: 

f.  To  found  and  maintain  institu- 
tions of  chai'ity,  especially  orphan 
asylums,  home  for  old  folks,  hos- 
pitals and  clinics. 

g.  To  publish  books,  magazines,  and 
pamphlets,  found  libraries,  and  con- 
tribute in  every  possible  way  to  the 
cultural  development  of  the  people. 

h.  To  encourage  the  practice  of 
sports,  which  are  not  contrary  to 
piety  and  Christian  morality,  to  or- 
ganize camps  and  carry  on  any  ac- 
tivity which  will  contribute  toward 
mental  and  physical  development. 

ITS  RELATION  TO  THE 
CHURCHES 

Article  6.  The  Association  will  not  in- 
tervene in  the  internal  affairs  of  the 
churches,  except  in  cases  where  they 
should  act  against  part  (b)  of  article 
4,  or  fail  to  fulfill  (a)  to  (e)  of  ar- 
ticle 5,  or  when  they  should  act  in  op- 
position to  the  authority  invested  in 
the  Mesa  Directive  as  set  forth  in  ar- 
ticle 32;  in  order  to  exhort  them  with 
love  to  return  to  the  true  doctrine  or 
to  the  necessity  of  fulfilling  the  aims 
of  the  Lord. 

Article  7.  The  resolution,  suggestions 
or  recommendations  of  the  Associa- 
tion will  have  executive  authority  in 
all  matters  related  to  the  present 
statutes. 


.Article  8.  The  A.s.sociation  will  have 
the  right  to  exclude  any  church  which 
would  not  comply  with  the  conditions 
ie(|uired  in  part  (h)  of  article  4,  and 
parts  (a)  to  (e)  of  article  5.  This 
resolution  must  be  approved  by  a 
two-thirds  vote  of  the  Assembly. 

ITS    RELATION   TO   OTHER 
ORGANIZATIONS 

Article  9.  The  auxiliary  bodies  of  the 
Association  which  make  up  the  inter- 
nal organization  of  the  affiliated 
churches  such  as  Women's  societies, 
Christian  Endeavors,  Sunday  schools, 
etc.,  must  be  recognized  by  the  As.'^o- 
ciation  and  be  governed  by  i"ule» 
which  are  in  agreement  with  the 
statutes.  They  must  be  self  govern- 
ing in  the  field  of  own  activities,  but 
they  must  report  annually  to  the  As- 
sembly; furthermore,  they  will  be 
subject  to  whatever  d  rections  the 
Assembly  might  consider  necessary 
to  issue. 

Article  10.  Regional,  district,  or  sim- 
ilar organizations  fomied  by  the 
Brethren  churches  may  be  recognized 
by  the  Associations,  and  in  such  a 
case,  they  would  send  a  delegate  to 
the  Assembly  who  would  have  voice 
but  not  a  vote. 

AS   THE   REPRESENTATIVE    OF 
THE    CHURCHES 

Article  11.  The  Association  is  the  or- 
gan which  represents  the  chuit^hes 
affiliated: 

a.  Before  other  Associations,  con- 
ventions, congresses,  and  other 
groups  or  organizations  of  the 
Brethren  Church,  either  national, 
continental    or    world-wide. 

b.  Before  Christian  Evangelical 
groups  or  chuivhes  in  the  country 
or  abroad. 

ITS    RELATION   TO   PUBLIC 
AUTHORITIES 

Article  12.  The  Association  is  the  or- 
ganization which  repi-esents  the  affil- 
iated chuivhes  befoi-e  the  public 
authorities  in  any  jurisdiction. 
Article  13.  In  order  to  make  effec- 
tive the  pi-evious  article,  the  annual 
Assembly  shall  designate  one  or  more 
authorized  i-epi-esentatives  with  pow- 
er to  transact,  with  their  signature, 
jointly  or  sepaixitely.  according  to  the 
instructions  of  the  Assembly,  all  the 
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necessar>'  opei"ations  for  the  faithful 
and  complete  fulfillment  of  their  du- 
ties. In  case  of  a  vacancy  among  the 
mentioned  i-epresentatives  for  any 
reason,  the  Mesa  Dii-ectiva  may  re- 
move or  replace  the  persons  named. 
informing    the    following   assembly. 


PATRIMONY 


of  the  As- 


of 
shall 


the 
be 


Article  14,  The  patrimony 
sociation  shall  consist   of: 

a.  The      affiliation      fee 
churches,    which    amount 
fixed  by  the  Assembly. 

b.  The  voluntary  donations  or  con- 
tributions which  make  possible  the 
work  of  the  different  committees 
or  boaixis. 

c.  Any  contribution,  donation,  or 
fee.  The  Association  will  be  able  to 
buy  or  dispose  of  properties  and  to 
do  any  other  kind  of  financial  op- 
eration. 

Article  15.  The  churches  or  organiza- 
tions or  individuals  who  contribute 
funds,  may  designate  for  what  pur- 
pose they  are  to  be  used.  In  case  of 
an  impossibility  to  comply,  or  a  ne- 
cessity to  use  the  funds  otherwise, 
the  Assembly  may  alter  the  decision 
by  a  two-thirds  vote.  The  Associa- 
tion may  purchase,  own,  or  dispose 
of  properties  and  possessions  of  any 
kind,  and  may  perform  any  sort  of 
financial  operation.  In  case  the  As- 
sociation is  dissolved,  the  properties 
can  be  transfeiTed  to  any  other  sim- 
ilar Evangelical  institution  according 
to  that  which  is  decided  by  the  last 
.A.ssembiv. 


ASSEM.BLIES 

.Vrticle  H>. 

•  a.  The  Association  shall  hold  an 
annual  assembly  which  shall  bo 
composed  of  the  delegates  of  the 
churches.  For  this  purpose,  each 
church  shall  name  a  delegate  for 
each  fifteen  members  and  or  frac- 
tion with  a  corresponding  substi- 
tute. This  number  may  be  modified 
by  the  assembly  with  a  majority 
of  votes. 

b.  The  affiliated  churches  may 
send  delegates  with  credentials  to 
the  General  Assembly;  the  creden- 
tials should  be  examined  by  the 
president  of  the  Assembly,  and  the 
delegates  shall  remain  in  office  for 
a  year.  These  credentials  should 
certify  that  the  delegate  is  a  mem- 
ber in  full  communion  in  the  church 
which  he  represents,  and  by  which 
he  has  been  elected  by  a  majority 
of   votes   in   a  church   meeting. 

c.  The  workers  shall  have  voice  and 
vote;  the  list  of  workers  shall  be 
given  to  the  president  of  the  As- 
sembly by  the  Mesa  Directive. 

d.  No  delegate  may  represent  more 
than  one  church. 

e.  Delegates  with  credentials  and 
substitutes  acting  as  delegates 
shall  have  voice  and  vote;  substi- 
tutes shall  have  voice  but  no  vote. 

f.  The  Mesa  Directive  shall  decide 
when  the  students  shall  have  a  vote 
in  the  Assembly. 

g.  Members  in  full  communion  shall 
have   voice   but   no   vote. 


h.    The    form    of    the    voting    shall 
be    optative   except   in    the   case   of 
the  election  of  persons  or  where  se- 
cret voting  would  be  necessary. 
Article    17.    Each     Annual     Assembly 
shall  name  the  date  and  place  for  the 
next  Assembly,  which  may  be  held  in 
any  part  of  the  country,  but  in  spe- 
cial cases,  or  in  case  of  necessity,  the 
Mesa  Directiva  may  change  these  or 
call  a  special  Assembly. 

Article  18.  The  Assembly  shall  have 
the  right  to  exclude  by  a  two-thirds 
vote  any  member  that  would  give 
sufficient  reason  for  doing  so. 

Article  19.  One  of  the  requisites,  prior 
to  the  admission  of  the  delegates,  is 
that  the  chuich  be  up  to  date  witii 
the  payment  of  the  fee  i-equired  by 
the  Assembly. 

Article  20.  Assemblies  shall  be  called 
by  a  means  of  publication  in  the  offi- 
cial organ  of  the  church,  namely  the 
"Testigo  Fiel"  with  at  least  15  days 
of  anticipation.  More  than  that,  a  no- 
tice shall  be  sent  to  each  of  the 
churches  by  the  secretary.  Any  spe- 
cial Assembly  shall  be  called  by  the 
Mesa  Directiva  with  fifteen  days  no- 
tice. 

Article  21.  The  minimum  quorum  of 
the  Assembly  shall  be  two-thirds  of 
the  eligible  voters. 

Article  22.  The  resolutions  of  the  As- 
sembly will  require  a  half  plus  one 
of  the  votes,  except  in  those  cases  in 
which  the  statutes  require  a  larger 
number  of  votes. 

(Continued  next  week) 
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HOW  SAFE  ARE  WE? 

(Continued  from  Page  3) 
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by  an  active  witnessing  for  Him,  we  can  find  security. 
N'ow,  or  never,  we  must  become  increasingly  positive  in 
our  faith  and  practice  of  Christianity.  God  hears  and  an- 
.swers  pi-ayer;  He  sees  and  honors  faithfulness  and  sin- 
cerity in  our  lives. 

To  answer  our  question,  "How  Safe  Aic  We?"  we  say 
that  America  is  as  safe  as  her  faith  in  God,  and  no  safer! 
This  has  been  the  case  with  nations  in  the  past.  We 
would  not  be  fair  to  ourselves  or  to  the  .Brethren  every- 
where if  we  were  to  make  any  other  piediction. 

Present  trends  in  oui-  own  country  re-emphasize  our 
need  of  complete  reliance  on  God,  in  worship  of  His  Holy 
Name,  in  obedience  to  His  every  command,  in  the  purity 
of  daily  living.  God  will  never  forsake  His  own,  if  His 
own  are  faithful  and  obedient  to  Him. 

(In  a  later  Editorial  we  hope  to  mention  a  few  of  the 
things  in  Mr.  Streater's  article  relative  to  conditions  of 
worship  under  Communism.)     W.  S.  B. 


BARNETT-KING.  Rev.  Harold  ,Barnett  and  Miss  Doris 
King  were  united  in  the  bonds  of  holy  matrimony,  Satur- 
day, September  12th,  in  the  County  Line  Brethren  Church, 
near  LaPaz,  Indiana.  The  double  ring  ceremony  was  per- 
formed by  the  undersigned  and  Rev.  Herbert  Gilmer,  Pas- 
tor of  the  County  Line  Brethren  Church.  Music  was  fur- 
nished by  Mrs.  Robert  Keplinger,  pianist,  and  Mrs.  Phillip 
Lersch,  vocalist. 

Mrs.  Barnett  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wallace 
King,  Rt.  1,  Lakeville,  Indiana.  Rev.  Barnett  is  the  son 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earl  Barnett,  Haddix,  Kentucky. 

Mrs.  Barnett  is  a  graduate  of  Lapaz,  Indiana,  High 
School,  and  is  a  Junior  in  Ashland  College,  Harold  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Riverside  Christian  Training  School,  at 
Lost  Creek,  Kentucky,  and  is  a  student  in  Ashland  The- 
ological Seminary.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Barnett  are  at  home 
at  508  N.  .Bowman  St.,  Mansfield,  Ohio,  where  Harold  is 
the  Pastor  of  the  Brethren  Church  of  Mansfield. 

Lyle  H.  Lichtenberger. 
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Echoes  of  Homecoming  at  Ashland  College,  on 

October  llth  and  I8th 


Homecoming  at  Ashland  College  in  1953  was  one  of 
16  most  successful  and  significant  in  the  history  of  tht: 
vent  on  the  campus.  In  the  first  place,  the  weather  was 
eautiful,  all  that  could  ever  be  asked  of  weather  in  the 
liddle  of  October.  Many  more  than  the  usual  number  of 
lumni,  friends  and  parents  of  the  present  student  body 
ame  to  the  campus  to  renew  old  acquaintances,  make 
ew  ones  and  to  see  w^hat  the  new  Ashland  is  going  to 
)ok  like. 

The  campus  was  decorated  beautifully  by  the  different 
rganizations  of  the  school.  .Buildings  were  dressed  in 
heir  very  best  to  impress  the  visitors.  Outstanding  in 
his  regard  was  the  new  Student  Union  which  featured  a 
tork  delivering  this,  the  newest  building  on  the  campus. 
rhe  buildings,  the  gates  and  the  stadium  all  wore  the 
)urple  and  gold  and  featured  the  fact  that  this  is  the 
Diamond  Jubilee  Year  of  the  college.  It  told  the  visitors 
n  no  uncertain  terms  about  the  75  years  of  progress  that 
he  college  has  made 

The  Dramatic  features  of  the  day  and  the  alumni  din- 
ler  were  successful  in  bringing  together  those  who  re- 
nember  the  old  Ashland  in  a  period  of  reacquaintance. 


Queen  for  the  Homecoming  was  Miss  Bernice  Koda- 
buugh  of  the  Williamstown  (Ohio)  Brethren  Church  and 
u  beautiful  and  gracious  queen  she  was.  She  was  elected 
by  the  college  football  squad  earlier  in  the  week  before 
homecoming  and  the  selection  was  announced  the  day 
befoie  the  event.  Miss  Rodabaugh  is  majoring  in  music 
on  the  campus  and  is  very  active  in  many  of  the  music 
organizations.  She  is  a  member  of  the  class  of  195G.  Miss 
Rodabaugh  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ai-thur  RfMiu- 
baugh,  of  Williamstown,  Ohio. 

Another  outstanding  event  of  this  Homecoming  was 
the  dedication  of  the  new  Moller  Pipe  Organ  given  as  a 
memorial  to  his  wife  by  Charles  F.  Kettering.  This 
matchless  instrument  was  played  at  the  Sunday  afternoon 
service,  fiist  by  Miss  Eunice  Kettering,  Composer  in  res- 
idence of  Ashland  College,  and  niece  of  Mr.  Kettering, 
and  then  by  Miss  Mabel  Zehner,  Instructor  of  Organ  at 
the  College.  The  audience,  which  filled  Memorial  Chapel, 
was  thrilled,  as  was  Mr.  Kettering,  who  was  present  and 
made  the  presentation  speech. 

Ashland  lost  the  football  game. 
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Churches 


LOREE  BRETHREN  CHURCH 

We  have  just  written  the  report  of  sorrow  in  the  rec- 
ird  of  our  deaths  during  the  last  quarter  and  also  the  re- 
)ort  of  joy  in  the  reestablishing  of  a  lovely  home  in  the 
narriage  of  two  highly  esteemed  people.  A  brief  report 
if  the  church  work  is  appreciated  by  many  and  especially 
ly  those  who  know  the  persons  and  places  reporting. 

This  church  does  not  suffer  from  a  summer  slump  as 
)revails  in  some  city  churches.  Many  of  our  folk  do  take 
'^acations,  but  their  work  does  not  permit  them  spending 
heir  summers  at  the  lakes.  We  had  a  good  Daily  Vaca- 
ion  .Bible  School  with  a  faculty  of  fifteen  and  a  student 
•ody  of  83  enrolled,  and  perfect  attendance  j'ecords  by  43 
hildren.  No  salaries  were  paid,  but  we  gave  our  entire 
acuity  a  sightseeing  bus  trip  to  Chicago,  our  first  stop 
leing  Don  McNeill's  Breakfast  Club.  During  our  absence 
it  conference,  Mr.  Ernest  Sommers,  one  of  our  lay  meni- 
)ers  who  has  spiritual  vision  and  desires  to  do  more  ser- 
ice  for  the  Lord,  preached  on  conference  Sunday  morn- 


ing.   Rev.    Robert    Byler   was  with    us   for   three   ser\-ices 
and  appreciated  by  our  people. 

Our  Homecoming  is  always  a  good  day  in  attendance, 
program  and  fellowship.  Rev.  C.  A.  Stewart  w-as  our  guest 
speaker  for  the  afternoon  service.  A  former  pastor  for 
nine  years  and  highly  esteemed  by  the  entire  community. 
Mrs.  D.  A.  C.  Teeter  who  served  with  her  husband  for 
seven  years  as  pastor,  was  present  and  brought  personal 
greetings.  Also,  Rev.  W.  T.  Lytle,  a  former  pastor 
brought  greetings.  The  Lytles  live  in  Flora,  and  Mrs. 
Lytle  remained  at  home  with  Mrs.  Stewart,  who  is  quite 
ill.  Greetings  were  also  read  at  the  morning  service  from 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  A.  E.  Whitted,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  A.  H.  Tinkle, 
and  Rev.  and  Mrs.  R.  K.  Higgins.  Of  com-se  the  dinner 
is  a  very  real  part  of  the  activities  of  the  day.  A  special 
dedicatoiy  service  for  lovely  new  pulpit  furniture,  whicii 
was  the  gift  of  our  W.  M.  S.,  was  a  feature  of  the  af- 
ternoon service,  and  memorials  which  we  consider  a  very 
appropriate  testimonial  of  memory  to  our  members  who 
have  gone  forth  during  the  year  to  the  eternal  home 
whicli  our  Lord  has  prepared.  In  the  dedicatory  service. 
Mrs.  Elmo  Kunkle  pi-esented  the  gift  for  the  W.  M.  S.. 
and  Beveridge  Shinn  accepted  for  the  chuivh  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  trustee  hoard.  In  the  Memorials  Miss  Thelma 
Stone  was  reader  and  Miss  Pliyllis  Watei-s  placed  floral 
tributes.  The  choir  rendei-ed  a  fine  pivgram  of  mxisic 
under    tlie    direction    of    Mrs.    Edwani    Rii-gerhuff,    with 
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Mi-s.  Edwaixi  Lippold  pianist  and  Ronald  LeMaster  or- 
graiiist,  consisting  of  2  choir  numbers,  male  quartette, 
ladies  quartette  and  ladies  sextette. 

At  the  close  of  the  afternoon  service  the  pastor  and 
wife  held  "Open  House"  and  all  were  invited  to  the  par- 
sonage to  make  a  friendly  call  and  see  the  newly  dec- 
ollated and  newly  assembled  furnishings  of  the  home 
which   the   chuivh   provides   for   their  pastor  and   family. 

The  closing  cei-emony  of  the  day  was  the  marriage  of 
our  beloved  brotlier  minister  and  a  former  pastor  of  the 
Loree  church,  Rev.  C.  C.  Grisso  and  Anna  Kulp,  before 
the  altar  in  a  private  wedding.  It  was  a  good  day  with 
many  happy  memories. 

Our  communion  service  on  the  Sunday  night  before, 
gave  us  our  largest  attendance  since  our  pastorate  here. 
Thus  Loree  should  have  a  bigger  and  better  day. 

Claud  Studebaker. 


FIVE  YEARS  IN  FALLS  CITY,  NEBRASKA 

Time  has  a  strange  manner  of  whizzing  by.  On  Octo- 
ber first  of  1948  I  met  J.  G.  Dodds  at  the  home  of  his 
son,  Gilbert,  and  we  started  for  Falls  City  in  his  car.  We 
arrived  on  Saturday,  October  2nd.  We  crossed  the  Mis- 
souri river  at  Rulo  and  what  a  surprise  for  me.  I  was 
looking  for  prairie  country  and  instead  was  riding  through 
the  most  beautiful  county  I  had  ever  seen. 

Sunday,  October  3rd,  was  a  big  day.  It  was  Home 
Coming.  A  big  program  had  been  prepared.  There  was  a 
big  dinner  at  noon.  The  new  pastor  was  officially  received 
into  membership  of  the  church  and  appropi'iately  installed 
in  his  official  capacity  as  pastor. 

At  the  end  of  a  month  I  came  back  to  Winona  Lake  to 
get  Mrs.  Eppley.  We  drove  back  to  Falls  City  and  soon 
found  ourselves  located  in  the  parsonage  and  ready  foi' 
our  new  duties. 

No  attempt  will  be  made  to  review  accomplishments, 
real  or  imaginary.  Following  are  a  few  of  the  activities 
in  which  I  soon  found  myself.  A  religious  census  cover- 
ing the  city;  a  city-wide  personal  evangelism  campaign;  a 
city-wide  revival  with  Roland  V.  Hudson  as  the  evange- 
list; a  revival  meeting  in  our  own  church  each  year;  the 
church  roll  corrected;  a  new  constitution  for  the  church 
written  and  printed;  a  Junior  worship  period  planned  and 
inaugurated;  and  work  in  building  Camp  Wyandotte  as 
well  as     serving  on  the  Camp  Staff  during  camp  weeks. 

I  must  mention  one  other  accomplishment  while  in 
Falls  City.  I  became  interested  in  the  study  of  prophecy 
and  developed  a  new  chart  on  God's  Revelation  of  the 
Ages.  I  delivered  thix-teen  sermons  from  it  in  my  own 
church.  I  gave  it  one  night  in  the  home  of  a  shut-in  who 
had  invited  in  neighbors  and  friends.  A  Methodist  layman 
learned  about  it  and  became  interested  and  asked  me  to 
give  it  during  a  week  in  a  city-wide  plan.  This  was  done 
and  at  the  close  of  the  week  the  following  appeared  in 
the   local    paper,   the   writer   being   unknown   to   me. 

QuoU,-.  "A  chart  study  on  'God's  Plan  of  the  Ages',  by 
Rev.  H.  K.  PJppley,  came  to  a  close  at  the  Brethren  Church 
last  night.  The  class,  open  to  members  of  all  churches, 
began  last  Monday  night  with  an  attendance  of  34.  The 
attendance  continued  to  increase  each  night  until  last 
night  there  were   70  present  for  the  final   session. 


Printed  copies  of  the  chart  will  be  made  by  the  origii 
ator,  Rev.  Eppley,  and  sent  to  those  who  desire  then 
The  chart  is  the  result  of  intensive  study.  It  depicl 
God's  way  of  dealing  with  man  from  the  beginning  ( 
time   to  the  final  judgment  and  destiny  of  mankind." 

When  the  time  neared  for  us  to  leave  there  were  man 
farewells.  The  entire  church  met  in  a  mass  farewell  suj 
per.  We  wrere  instructed  to  occupy  certain  chairs  and  i 
front  of  us  on  the  table  was  a  cake  in  the  form  of  an  ope 
book  with  an  appropriate  farewell  message  written  wit 
colored  frosting  on  its  two  pages.  This  cake  was  made  b 
one  of  the  lady  members  of  the  church.  After  supper  th 
moderator  took  charge  and  presented  us  with  a  cash  gif 
of  no  mean  amount.  There  were  many  other  farewel 
given.  The  following  from  the  local  paper  will  describ 
one.  Quote.  "Officers  of  the  Falls  City  Council  o 
Churches  and  their  families  and  ministers  of  Falls  Cit 
and  their  families  met  at  the  Brethren  church  last  nigh 
to  bid  farewell  to  Rev.  and  Mrs.  H.  E.  Eppley  who  ar 
retiring  from  the  ministry  and  plan  to  live  in  their  hom^ 
at  Winona  Lake,  Ind." 

I  cannot  close  this  without  a  word  about  the  need  o 
Falls  City.  THEY  NEED  A  PASTOR.  Few  appreciate  th. 
importance  of  that  statement.  The  district  is  remove( 
from  the  center  of  Brethrenism  and  is  sometimes  though 
of  as  being  almost  off  the  map  or  "out  in  the  sticks.' 
THIS  IS  NOT  SO.  Falls  City  is  made  up  of  human  souli 
with  an  eternal  destiny.  WHO  WILL  HELP  FIN! 
THESE  PEOPLE  A  SHEPHERD?  WHO  WILL  GO? 

One  final  word  of  appreciation.  I  would  not  even  hini 
that  everything  was  to  our  liking  or  that  all  was  accom- 
plished that  we  wished  to  see  done.  It  was  not.  All  hu- 
mans are  imperfect  and  therefore  do  not  see  alike.  Hence 
not  all  we  wished  to  see  done  was  done.  However,  w( 
look  back  to  Falls  City  with  many  pleasant  memories  anc 
wish  to  say  to  the  Church  and  other  friends  in  the  city 
THANK  YOU  AND  MAY  GOD  LEAD  YOU  AND 
BLESS  YOU.  — H.  E.  Eppley. 

Note:  Brother  Eppley  informs  the  Editor  that  he  is 
available  to  present  his  chart  in  one  or  more  services, 
upon  invitation.  Address  him  at  .Box  103,  Winona  Lake, 
Indiana.— W.  S.  B. 

NORTH  MANCHESTER,  INDIANA 

The  First  Brethren  Church  of  North  Manchester,  In- 
diana has  been  having  some  very  interesting  meetings 
this  fall.  On  October  11th,  our  church  had  Rally  Day 
with  several  very  interesting  musical  numbers  by  our 
young  people.  For  Sunday  School,  Max  and  Dean  Cox 
played  a  Cornet  and  Trumpet  Duet,  while  for  Church, 
Lavaughn  Kindley  and  Gary  Jackson  played  a  Saxaphone 
Duet.  These  Duets  were  accompanied  by  our  new  Sunday 
School  Pianist,  Miss  Margaret  Kindley  and  our  Church 
Organist,  Miss  Sandra  Westafer.  The  Hadassah  Circle 
Quartet  also  rendered  a  lovely  number.  This  Quartet  con- 
sists of  Mrs.  Lester  Urschel,  Mrs.  Arden  Ayres,  Mrs.  Har- 
old Baker,  and  Mrs.  Clarence  Kindley  accompanied  by 
Mrs.  Ross  Briner.  (This  same  Quartet  sang  for  the  W. 
M.  S.  District  Rally  at  Roanoke).  The  Rev.  D.  Richard 
Wolfe  talked  on  "The  Communion  of  Saints."  At  noon  a 
Basket  Dinner  was  enjoyed  by  all.  During  the  dinner  the 
Young  People  favored  us  with  many  piano,  vocal  and  in- 
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jtrumental  numbers.  There  was  an  attendance  of  225  at 
'ur  Rally  Day  Service. 

The  Annual  Business  Meeting  was  held  recently  with 
he  following  election  of  19'53-54  Church  Officers:  Clerk, 
Ars.  Lester  Urschel;  Treasurer,  Mr.  Harold  liaker;  Ass't. 
Treasurer,  Mrs.  Paul  Burton;  Corres.  Sec,  Mis.  Charles 
iaebler;  Ushers,  Charles  (Jaebler,  Harry  Frey;  Trustee, 
)man  Harris;  Educational  Committee  Member,  Mrs.  J. 
i.  Schutz;  Vice  Moderator,  Charles  Ambridge;  ,Boy  Scout 
ilepi-esentative,  Larry  Martin;  Decoration  and  Flower 
Ilommittee,  Mrs.  Albert  Metzger,  Mrs.  Paul  Wendel,  Mrs. 
Wm.  Pottenger;  Music  Committee,  Mrs.  Charles  Gaebler, 
Mrs.  J.  R.  Schutz,  Mrs.  Harold  Jackson,  and  Miss  Sandra 
\inbridge.  Our  minister  was  hired  for  a  three  year  term 
last  year  so  Rev.  D.  Richard  Wolfe  will  be  our  minister. 

On  Sunday,  October  25,  our  Minister,  Rev.  Wolfe,  was 
lailed  to  speak  at  Ashland  and  also  to  perform  a  wedding 
in  Ohio,  so  one  of  our  Laymen,  Mr.  Harry  Martin  was  our 
Devotional  Leader  with  the  sermon  being  given  by  The 
Rev.  Orrin  Manifold  of  our  Methodist  Church  here  in 
North  Manchester. 

Recently  our  church  lost  one  of  its  very  faithful  mem- 
bers, Mrs.  Aurah  Klutz.  The  Rev.  Bert  Hodge  from  Vee- 
derburg,  Indiana  came  to  assist  our  Minister  in  the  ser- 
vices. Mrs.   Charles  Gaebler,  Cor.   Sec. 

MULVANE,  KANSAS 

The  Youth  at  the  Brethren  Church,  Mulvane,  Kansas, 
are  on  the  march  for  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Wayne  C. 
Howard  was  appointed  Director  of  both  the  BYC  and  the 
Young  People's  Prayer  Sei*vice.  The  Prayer  Service  is 
held  on  the  same  evening  that  the  Adult  Prayer  Group 
meet.  The  two  groups  are  combined  for  the  opening  song 
service  and  prayer  together,  then  the  hoys  and  girls  rang- 
ing from  Jr.  and  Sr.  High  ages,  meet  in  the  church  base- 
ment for  their  Bible  Study  and  prayer  service.  There  are 
always  20  to  25  for  this  service.  We  thank  the  Lord  for 
these  boys  and  girls,  who  are  interested  in  the  things  of 
the  Lord.  Many  of  these  Young  People  come  from  homes 
whose  mothers  and  fathers  do  not  attend  church.  We  are 
glad  they  still  enjoy  this  kind  of  a  sei-vice. 

Their  fine  attendance  and  cooperation  is  made  possible 
by  the  prayers,  conscientious  and  faithful  interest  of  the 
pastor.  Rev.  J.  F.  .Burton,  the  Director,  and  the  untir- 
ing efforts  and  the  prayers  of  the  church  people  and 
parents'  cooperation. 

These  Young  people  furnish  special  music  at  our 
church  services.  They  are  now  working  on  a  mixed  quar- 
tette. Several  play  different  instruments. 

On  September  29,  1953,  they  sponsored  a  Special  Pub- 
lic Service,  at  which  there  was  about  150  in  attendance. 
The  congregation  sang  the  following  songs:  "Redeemed," 
and  "It  is  Glory  Just  to  Walk  With  Him,"  after  which 
our  pastor.  Rev.  Burton,  led  the  group  in  choruses,  with 
Guitar  Accompaniment.  Donald  Coleman,  one  of  our 
young  people,  led  in  prayer.  The  girls  quartette  com- 
posed of.  Patty  Nicholson,  Martha  Munhollon,  Salle  Brit- 
ton,  and  Retha  Strait  sang,  "Mansion  over  the  Hilltop." 
Rev.  Burton  read  Luke  12:16-34.  Brother  William  Towery 
sang  a  solo.  "It  is  no  Secret,"  with  his  Guitar.  The 
Young  People  sponsored  a  sound  film,  "FORGOTTEN 
VALLEY,"    (a  story  of  a  boy  who  led  an  atheist  to  the 


Lord).  Ronald  Howard,  another  young  man,  cloMrd  with 
prayer.  An  altar  call  was  given  and  2  young  ix.-oplc-  ac- 
cepted the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  their  per»^jnal  Savior 
and  10  other  young  people  met  at  the  altar  for  prayer 
and  consecration  to  the  Lord. 

Pray  for  us  that  we  might  be  in.ntj  umentai  in  winning 
the-  lost  young  pcoph;  in  Mulvane  to  know  the  Lord  JeHUA 
(Jhrist  as  their  own  personal  Savior.  'J'he  fieIdH  an; 
WHITE  and   WK  want  to  be  faithful  to  HI.M. 

MrK.  L<.-fc  Howard. 

AN  ECHO  FKO.M  AKGEM  LNA 

On  account  of  failing  sight,  hearing,  and  strength, 
along  with  a  major  surgical  operation,  I  have  not  written 
for  The  Evangelist  for  a  long  time. 

Probably  from  henceforth  I  will  have  to  depend  upon 
others  to  supply  the  news  from  our  missions  here,  while 
I  give  my  time  to  the  writing  of  some  books  which  for 
a  long  time  I  have  felt  called  to  write. 

It  is  a  pity  that  not  more  of  our  pastors  here  are 
prepared  to  report  their  work  in  English.  We  encourage 
all  of  them  to  learn  English,  and  most  of  them  can 
"speak  it  a  little,"  but  need  help  with  the  \\Titing.  We 
have  a  number  of  young  people  in  the  Union  Seminar>-, 
in  which  brother  Byler  teaches,  who  may  soon  be  able  to 
write  it.  Sister  June  Byler  is  now  teaching  in  her  brother's 
place  in  his  absence,  and  when  he  returns  it  will  be  her 
turn  to  go  and  give  you  in  person  an  account  of  our 
work. 

An  important  step  in  the  case  of  our  work  is  the  for- 
mation of  a  "comision  directiva"  which  corresponds  to  the 
executive  committee  of  the  General  Conference  and  takes 
care  of  all  matters  of  general  interest  which  arise  be- 
tween conferences.  My  grandson,  Norman  Romanenghi,  is 
the  present  chairman  of  this  commission  and  the  work 
is  going  forward  nicely. 

Our  General  Conference  was  held  in  Gerli.  a  district 
of  the  great  city  of  Buenos  Aires,  in  October.  It  was  well 
attended  and  did  good  work.  Our  church  paper,  "El  Tes- 
tigo  Fiel,"  is  being  prepared  by  Sister  June  Byler,  who 
is  also  replacing  her  brother  as  teacher  of  music  in  the 
Union  Seminary  and  in  the  cai-e  of  the  group  of  believei-s 
in  Nunez  (Nunyez),  a  populous  suburb  near  the  Seminary, 
which  is  not  occupied  by  any  other  workei-s. 

We  enjoyed  very  much  the  visit  of  Bwther  Drushal 
and  hope  that  he  will  write  fully  of  his  visit  and  impres- 
sions of  the  work.  Brother  Zeche,  who  has  been  pastor 
in  Rosario,  has  now  given  thirty  years  of  good  service  as 
national  pastor,  and  is  by  law  entitled  to  retirement  on 
pension. 

We  have  not  opened  up  many  new  missions  this  year. 
for  lack  of  workei's.  There  are  plenty  of  openings,  but 
also  there  are  many  new  workei-s  of  other  chaivhes  com- 
ing in.  Before  the  close  of  the  century  the  protestant 
work,  rather  than  the  Catholic,  will  dominate  in  Argen- 
tina, and  also  in  Brazil. 

We  hope  and  pi-ay  that  the  chuivh  in  the  homeland 
will  grow  in  its  interest  so  that  in  the  ivcoi-d  of  indi- 
vidual giving  it  may  be  at  the  top  instead  of  near  the 
bottom  as  compared  with  other  churches. 

Mav  God  bless  vou  all.  — C.  F.  Yixler. 
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Topic    For    Doctcnber   6,    1933 
(JOl)  WITH   I'S  FOR  JOY— 

Scripturt'   Reading:  Psalm   1():5-11 

THIS  MONTH  we  will  celebrate  the  birth  of  our  Lord. 
The  central  message  of  this  great  event  is  "God  Is 
With  Us."  During  the  month  of  December,  we  will  look 
at  this  theme  from  several  points  of  view.  This  evening 
we  are  going  to  discuss  the  topic,  "God  with  us — for  joy." 
In  verse  five,  we  are  told,  "The  Lord  is  the  portion  of 
mine  inheritance."  God  had  said  to  Aaron,  when  he  gave 
him  no  special  inheritance,  "I  am  thy  Part  and  thine  In- 
heritance among  the  children  of  Israel.  David  claims  the 
same  privilege. 

1.  GOD  IS  WITH  US  TO  BRING  THE  JOY  OF  CON- 
TENTMENT. Verses  5-7.  "The  Lord  is  my  chosen  por- 
tion and  my  cup."  What  more  could  anyone  desire  than 
to  know  that  God  is  inheritance  ?  A  man's  "Cup"  in 
Scripture  is  his  lot  or  condition  in  life.  (See  Psalm  11:6 
and  22:5).  There  are  many  things  that  people  would  give 
their  lives  to  obtain — money,  land,  social  standing,  fame, 
and  power;  but  the  Psalmist  sees  that  these  things  really 
do  not  satisfy  the  deep  longings  of  the  soul.  The  writer 
of  these  words  was  close  to  the  mind  of  Christ  when  he 
realized  that  if  we  seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his 
righteousness  the  other  necessities  of  life  would  be 
added  unto  us.  God  is  with  us  to  bring  the  joy  of  con- 
tentment. 

IL  GOD  IS  WITH  US  TO  BRING  THE  JOY  OF  CON- 
FIDENCE. Verses  8  &  11.  "I  keep  the  Lord  always  be- 
fore me."  Notice  those  words  "keep"  and  "Always."  God 
is  ever  by  our  sides,  but  we  may  be  very  far  away  from 
Him.  "I  keep  the  Lord — He  permits  me  to  put  out  my 
hand  and  put  Him  where  I  want  Him  to  be."  Do  you  keep 
God  uppermost  in  your  thoughts,  in  your  deeds,  and  in 
j-our  speech?  Does  He  lead  you,  as  it  were,  by  a  cloud 
in  day  time  and  a  pillar  of  fire  at  night? 

How  do  we  keep  the  Lord  before  us?  David  says,  "I 
keep  the  Lord  before  me;  because  he  is  at  my  right 
hand."  In  the  midst  of  life's  battles,  we  have  the  word 
of  Christ,  "Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway  unto  the  end  of 
the  world."  All  of  this  leads  up  to  the  final  clause  of  this 
ver.se,  "I  shall  not  be  moved."  Why  could  David  say  all 
of  this?  It  was  because  he  had  come  to  see  that  men 
who  build  their  lives  on  the  principles  of  God's  Woi-d  are 
like  the  man  who  built  his  house  upon  the  rock.  When 
the  winds  and  stonns  of  temptation,  trial,  and  tragedy 
beat  upon  hirn,  God  will  be  with  him  to  help.  Yes,  God 
is  with  us  to  bring  the  joy  of  confidence. 

III.  GOD  IS  WITH  US  TO  BRING  THE  JOY  OF 
COMFORT.  Verse  9.  "My  heart  is  glad  and  my  soul  re- 
joices." Things  in  this  life  are  never  final,  never  stable 
and  are  always  changing.  It  is  God  alone  who  is  eternal 
— the  Alpha  and  the  Omega.  We  do  not  mean  to  suggest 


that  the  person  whose  faith  is  in  God  will  always  hav 
comfort  in  the  sense  that  it  is  ease.  In  fact  Jesus  sai' 
that  we  would  be  happy  when  we  would  be  persecuted  fo 
His  name  sake.  There  is  a  comfort  and  a  peace  tha 
comes  to  the  person  whose  mind  ig  stayed  on  God 
Blessed  is  the  man  who  can  say. 

Thou,  my  all! 
My  theme!  my  inspiration!  and  my  crown! 
My  strength  in  age!  my  rise  in  low  estate! 
My  soul's  ambition,  pleasure,  wealth — my  world! 
My  light  in  darkness  and  my  life  in  death! 
My  boast  through  time!  bliss  through  eternity! 
Etei-nity,   too  short  to  speak  thy  praise! 
Or  fathom  thy  profound  of  love  to  man! 

— Edward  Young. 

IV.  GOD  IS  WITH  US  TO  BRING  THE  JOY  01 
CONVICTION.  Verse  10.  "Thou  wilt  not  leave  my  sou 
in  hell."  Hell  in  this  particular  verse  refers  to  the  grave 
so  that  the  passage  is  David's  affirmation  of  life  beyond 
the  grave.  The  hope  of  immortality  is  at  the  very  heait 
of  Christianity.  Think  of  the  difference  it  made  to  the 
Psalmist  and  to  countless  millions  who  have  followed 
him  to  know  that  our  labor  in  the  Lord  is  not  in  vain. 
Thank  God  for  the  joy  of  knowing  that  we  shall  live  for- 
evei'  with  our  Lord. 

V.  GOD  IS  WITH  US  SO  WE  CAN  BE  JOYFUL. 
Verse  11.  "In  thy  presence  there  is  fullnessi  of  joy."  St. 
Paul  spoke  of  himself  as  "sorrowful,  yet  always  rejoic- 
ing." Jesus  went  to  the  Cross  for  the  joy  that  was  set 
before  Him.  One  of  the  distinctive  marks  of  many  peo- 
ple today  is  that  they  have  no  conception,  still  lesa  ex- 
perience, of  a  joy  that  can  deepen  in  silence  and  even  in 
sorrow.  It  is  said  of  W.  E.  Gladstone's  daughter  that  she 
was  "So  happy  she  could  afford  to  be  serious."  Some 
people  cannot  afford  to  be  serious,  for  the  moment  they 
are  serious  they  come  face  to  face  with  the  spectre  of! 
their  own  unhappiness.  Compare  the  peace  that  God  gives 
with  the  pleasures  of  the  world  and  you  will  find  that 
the, 

"Pleasures  are  like  poppies  spread, 
You  seize  the  flower,  its  bloom  is  shed! 
Or  like  the  snowflake  in  the  river, 
A   moment  white —  then  gone  for  ever." 

God  is  with  us  forever  and  so  is  the  peace  and  joy  He 
came  to  bring  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 


How  About 
Your  Offerings?? 


HOME  MISSION  OFFERING 

Give  througli  your  local  church,  or  if  this  is  not  pos- 
sible, note  the  following  information.  Church  Treasurers, 
also  please  note: 

Make  checks  to  the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren 
Church,  and  address  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren 
Church,  624  College  Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio. 
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Vrayer  Wlceiing 
Studies 


BROKEN  LILIES 

While  working  in  my  garden,  I  one  day  leaned  too  low 
And  rudely  broke  two  lily  buds  that  I  had  cherished  so; 
Regret   and  consternation  aci-oss  my  spirit   stole, 
But  tenderly  I  gathered  them  and  placed  them  in  a  bowl. 
And  to  my  joy  they  did  not  die,  their  fragrance  filled  our 

home; 

They  seemed  to  open  lovelier,  thus  set  apart  alone. 
Oh,  I  shall  never  doubt  again  the  Gardener  Divine, 
Who  breaks  His  buds,  not  carelessly,  but  with  the  wise 

design 
That  He   may  draw  them  close  to  Him,  thi-ough  sorrow 

set  apart. 
Their  fragrance  breathing  sweeter  in  the  garden  of  His 

heart.  . . 

Alice  Hansche  Mortenson. 

"PARADOXICAL  AS  IT  MAY  SEEM,  God  means  not 
only  to  make  us  good,  but  to  make  us  also  happy,  by 
sickness,  disaster  and  disappointment,"  said  C.  A.  Bartol. 
H.  Bonar  has  stated,  "How  fast  we  learn  in  a  day  of  sor- 
row! Scripture  shines  out  in  a  new  effulgence;  every 
verse  seems  to  contain  a  sunbeam,  every  promise  stands 
out  in  illuminated  splendor;  things  hard  to  be  understood 
become  in  a  moment  plain."  Were  it  not  for  affliction 
we  would  not  know  God  as  the  Author  and  Giver  of  con- 
solation (Psalm  23:4;  Romans  15:5;  2  Cor.  1:3;  7:6;  Col.  1: 
11;  2  Thess.  2:16,  17).  Each  Person  of  the  Godhead  is  de- 
scribed as  the  Author  and  Giver  of  consolation  under  af- 
fliction. Isaiah  61:2;  John  14:18;  2  Cor.  1:5  speak  of 
Christ  in  this  regard.  John  14:16,  17;  15:26;  16:7;  Acts 
9:31  speak  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  this  respect. 

The  saints  are  promised  that  they  shall  have  consola- 
tion under  affliction  (Isaiah  51:3,  12;  66:13;  Ezekiel  14: 
22,  23;  Hosea  2:14;  Zech.  1:17)  through  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures (Psalm  119:50,  76;  Romans  15:4),  by  ministers  of  the 
gospel  (Isaiah  40:1,  2;  1  Cor.  14:3;  2  'Cor.  1:4,  6).  This 
consolation  as  abundant  (Psalm  71:21;  Isaiah  66:11), 
strong  (Heb.  6:18),  everlasting  (2  Thess.  2:16),  and  a 
cause  for  praise  (Isaiah  12:1;  49:13). 

The  afflicted  are  to  pray  for  God's  consolation  (Psalm 
119:82).  The  saints  are  to  administer  comfort  to  each 
other  (1  Thess.  4:18;  5:11,  14).  In  vain  may  one  seek  such 
help  from  the  world  (Psalm  69:20;  Eccl.  4:1;  Lam.  1:2). 
How  good  of  God  to  give  consolation  to  those  who  mourn 
because  they  hate  their  sin  (Psalm  51:17;  Isaiah  1:18;  40: 
1,  2;  61:1;  Mich.  7:18,  19;  Luke  4:18),  to  those  who  are 
troubled  in  their  minds  (Psalm  42:5;  94:19;  John  14:1, 
27;  16:20,  22),  to  those  deserted  by  their  friends  (Psalm 
27:10;  41:9-12;  John  14:18;  15:18,  19),  to  the  persecuted 
(Deut.  33:27),  to  the  poor  (Psalm  10:14;  34:6,  9,  10),  to 
the  sick  (Psalm  41:3),  to  the  tempted  (Romans  16:20;  1 
Cor.   10:13;   2   Cor.    12:9;   James   1:12;   4:7;   2   Peter  2:9; 


Rev.  2:10),  to  the  agod  (Psalm  71:9,  IH),  and  to  th«i  'lying 
(Job  19:25,  26;  John  14:2;  2  Cor.  5:1;  1  Th<,-H«.  4:14;  H'-b. 
4:9;  Rev.  7:14-17;  14:13). 

"But  wondering,  I  read,  "In  everything 
Enriched!"  IN  EVERYTHING?  L^^rd,  in  thiH  «ting 
Of  bitter  pain  and  helpleK.snf;.s.H,  thJH  crosg 
Which  is  so  hard  for  me  to  bear,  thi.s  Iosh 
Of  one   who   was   most  dear  t^*   me,  thcHe  tears 
Which  burn  upon  my  paling  cheek.s,  these  fears, 
These  failures  and  these  hours  of  black  despair 
When  Satan  whispers,  "Does  God  really  care?" 
These  days  I  toiled  for  Thee,  but  saw  no  fruit. 
This  seed  I  sowed,  which  seemed  to  take  no  root. 
Are  these  part  of  my  enriching.  Lord? 
With  tear-dimmed  eyes  I  read  Thy  preciou.s  Word, 
"ENRICHED  IN  EVERYTHING!"  Lord,  let  me  see 
No   single   circumstance  which   comes   to   me 
But  is  transformed,  lefined,  by  touch  of  TTiine 
To  living  gold,  O  Alchemist  divine! 

— Martha  Snell   NichoLson. 


I'/z/y 


Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vanafor 


Lesson   for   December  H,   19.53 

GOVERNMENT   INDER  GOD 

Lesson:   Romans   13:1-10;   Act>  ."):2.'i-29 

TT  HAS  BEEN  RIGHTLY  SAID  that  "the  basis  of  di- 
vine blessing,  so  far  as  national  life  is  concerned,  is 
a  faithful  relationship  to  God,  both  on  the  part  of  the 
rulers  and  the  people  of  the  nation  .  .  .  the  certain  road 
to  ruin,  for  a  nation,  is  the  road  that  turns  from  follow- 
ing after  God."  And  herein  lies  the  danger  of  the  Amer- 
ican people. 

In  our  lesson  for  today  the  topic  is  well  stated — "Gov- 
ernment UNDER  God."  We  must  thing  of  it  as  "ideal 
government" — government  as  God  would  have  it:  govern- 
ment that  gives  both  God  and  man  their  rightful  place: 
government  that  is  conducted  on  genuine  Christian  prin- 
ciples. When  Paul  says.  "Let  every  soul  be  subject  unto 
the  higher  powers."  he  surely  must  mean  that  we  should 
be  subject  to  rulers  who  are  guided  by  moral  and  ethical 
piinciples  as  well  as  legal  prerogatives.  This  is  brought 
out  by  the  fact  that  Paul  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that 
"rulers  are  not  a  terror  to  good  works,  but  to  e\il  .  .  . 
for  he  is  a  minister  of  God  to  thee  for  good  .  .  .  a  iv- 
venger  to  execute  wrath  upon  him  that  doeth  e\*il.*' 

As  Christians  we  should  be  concerned  in  the  matter  of 
making  government  measure  up  as  nearly  as  possible  to 
the  divine  ideal  which  God  has  set  forth  in  His  W"ord. 
We  need  remember  that  as  long  as  the  woi-ld  lasts  there 
will  be  men  of  good  will  and  men  of  evil  intent  within 
its  borders.  There  is  that  constant  warring  between  the 
forces  of  good  and  those  of  evil.  One  of  the  great  battle- 
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fields  where  these  forces  arc  found  to  meet  is  ii\  the  realm 
of  gvverninent.  Our  law  books  are  so  filled  with  laws  and 
countei"-laws  that  almost  any  misdemeanor  can  be  side- 
stepped thi-ousrh  the  connivance  of  tricky  or  wicked  mon. 
The  Christian's  part  in  combatting  this  is  to  condemn 
what  is  wi-ong  in  his  govenmient  by  featuring  what  is 
right, 

Thei-e  are  three  verses  in  the  Word  which  could  well 
form  our  coui"se  of  action:  1.  "Yo  shall  be  witnesses  unto 
me"  (Acts  1:8):  2.  We  cannot  but  speak  the  things 
which  we  have  seen  and  heard"  (Acts  4:20);  "We  ought 
to  obey  God  rather  than  men"  (Acts  5:29).  Someone  has 
said,  "In  all  matters  whether  civil  or  political  or  religious, 
our  fii-st  responsibility  is  to  God.  Nothing  should  como 
into  our  lives  that  in  any  way  casts  reflection  upon  our 
relationship  with  the  Lord.  By  our  daily  living,  all  men 
should  know  that  we  are  His  disciples."  And  this  cannot 


happen  when  Christians  are  willing  to  sit  on  the  sidelines 
and  let  the  other  fellow  do  the  work  of  reform. 

Note  this  pertinent  paragraph  from  Arnold  Commen- 
tary: "A  people  is  no  better  than  its  government  and  a 
government  is  no  better  than  its  people.  If  Christians 
will  shoulder  their  twin  responsibilities  of  evangelism 
and  citizenship,  men  of  Christian  standards  can  be  elected 
to  public  office,  corruption  in  government  can  be  done 
away  with,  communist  infiltration  can  be  checked,  and 
America  can  remain  strong  and  free,  exalted  by  a  i-ight- 
eousness  of  which  God  approves." 

This  is  a  lesson  which  should  make  us  all  think  of  our 
individual  responsibility  to  good  government.  Just  how 
well  we  use  our  Christian  life  as  an  aid  to  good  gov- 
ernment will  be  shown  as  we  do  our  part  in  electing 
men  to  office  who  have  ideals  which  conform  to  God's 
ways  of  rule. 
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Young  Men  and  Boys' 
Brotherhood  Program 

Percy  C.  .Miller 
Month  of  Dececnber 

Topic — Seeing  Christ 
Scripture  Lesson — Luke  2:25-35 

1.  At  this  season  of  the  year  our  thoughts  turn  to  the 
birth  of  Jesus,  our  Saviour.  Are  we  longing  to  see  Him  ? 
Simeon  was  righteous  as  God  judged  him.  He  was  a  de- 
voted man.  He  wanted  to  see  the  Lord's  Christ.  After  he 
had  seen  Him  he  said,  "Lord,  now  lettest  thou  thy  ser- 
vant depart  in  peace,  according  to  thy  words:  For  mine 
eyes  have  seen  thy  salvation."  Simeon  recognized  that  in 
Him  was  our  .salvation.  Those  of  us  that  would  see  Christ 
must  go  to  His  House;  for  there  the  Lord,  whom  ye  seek, 
shall  suddenly  come  to  meet  you,  and  there  you  must  be 
ready  to  meet  Him. 

2.  Simeon  took  Christ  up  in  his  arms.  A)e  we  willing  to 
do  the  same?  We  note  three  things  in  Simeon's  words  in 
Luke  2:29-30.  (1)  He  acknowledged  that  God  was  as  good 
as  His  Word,  that  he  should  not  see  death  until  he  had 
seen  the  Lord's  Christ.  (2)  He  blessed  God  that  he  had 
seen  His  salvation.  Do  we  feel  as  wonderful  that  we 
have  found  our  salvation?  (3)  It  was  his  confession  of 
faith  that  this  child  was  the  Saviour.  Simeon  was  prom- 
i.sed  that  he  should  not  see  death  until  ho  had  seen  the 
Lord's  Christ.  So  he  said,  "Now  let  it  be  so." 

3.  There  is  one  thing  in  which  all  are  interested  alike; 
their  soul's  salvation.  It  doesn't  disappear  with  education. 
It  is  not  lost  with  the  lack  of  education.  God  sent  a  man 
to  prepare  the  way  for  Jesus  in  whom  is  our  salvation; 
namely,  John.  "There  was  a  man  sent  from  God  whose 
name  was  John  (John  1:G)."  John  was  straight  and  for- 
ward in  his  preaching  and  teaching  and  witnessing.  Such 
effort  on  our  part  will  have  the  same  effect  on  the  peo- 
ple as  John  had.  People  flocked  to  him  to  see  how  they 
might  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come.  They  must  have  been 


convicted  of  their  sins.  John  would  say  to  them,  "You 
poor,  lost,  condemned  sinners  before  God."  They  would 
ask,  "How  can  we  make  peace  with  God?" 

4.  John  wanted  all  men  to  see  the  Christ.  He  thus 
preached  it;  he  taught  it;  he  witnessed  it.  Many  heard 
and  believed.  We  too  are  to  preach,  teach  and  witness  for 
Him  when  once  we  have  seen  Him.  "Ye  are  my  wit- 
nesses," said  the  Saviour.  How  can  we  witness  for  Him  ? 
Name  several  ways. 

5.  How  often  we  have,  "The  cause  of  Christ,"  Christ 
has  a  cause  which  is  being  tried.  He  is  plaintiff  in  the 
suit  pending  for  nearly  1900  years.  It  has  been  settled 
by  millions  but  still  pending  for  millions  more.  The  min- 
istei's  and  all  true  Christians  are  the  only  attorneys  to 
prosecute  His  claim.  Christ  claims  the  case  of  mankind 
is  His.  We  are  bearing  witness  one  way  or  the  other  all 
the  time;  silent  or  not.  We  are  in  court  all  the  time.  The 
jury  is  watching  us.  Stenographers  are  taking  down  our 
evidence.  The  Saviour  is  looking  and  listening;  a  great 
record  is  being  kept  in  Heaven.  What  kind  of  evidence 
are  you  giving  for  Christ?  Are  we  so  living  that  we 
have  peace?  Now,  have  you  at  this  season  of  the  year 
truly  seen  Christ?  Let's  look  upon  His  birth  as  being 
for  our  benefit.  Let  us  rejoice  and  be  glad  all  our  days. 
Let's  see  Him  this  season  as  we  have  never  seen  Him 
before.  May  He  mean  more  to  you  now  than  ever  before. 

SUGGESTIONS  FOR  YOUR  MEETING 

Read  many  portions  of  Scripture  appropriate  for  this 
season.  Sing  many  Christmas  numbers.  Take  time  to  look 
over  the  story  connected  with  each  song. 


NOTICE  TO  NORTHERN  INDIANA  LAYMEN 

The  regular  quarterly  meeting  of  The  Northern  Indiana " 
District  Laymeni  will  be  held)  at  the  Elkhart  Brethren 
Church  on  Monday  evening,  December  7,  1953.  Serving 
of  supper  will  begin  at  6:00  P.  M.  Election  of  officers 
will  be  held  during  the  business  meeting.  An  excellent 
program  is  planned. 

Louis  W.  Berger,  President, 
Northern,  Indiana  Laymen. 
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SPECrAL    ANNOUNCEMENT  ABOUT  STANDARD'S   NEW   SUNDAY   SCHOOL 

LESSON  SUPPLEMENT. 
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IT  COSTS  SO  LITTLE! 

Your  supply  of  UNIFORM  SUPPLEMENT 
will  always  be  mailed  four  weekly  issues 
at  one  time,  and  at  the  low  cost  of  only 
15c.  per  pupil,  per  quarter,  in  quantities. 


Designed  as  an  International  Uniform  Lesson 

aid  for  all   those   who   use   Uniform   Lessons, 

this  new  four-page  full-color  picture  weekly 
dramatizes,  visualizes,  and  emphasizes  the 
morning  Sunday-school  lesson.  In  reverent, 
appealing,  continuous  picture  style,  UNI- 
FORM SUPPLEMENT  highlights  the  Bible 
story  and  offers  a  direct  life  application 
through  a  present-day  Christian  family  just 
ike  your  own. 

UNIFORM  SUPPLEMENT  is  not  meant  to  take 
the  place  of  ...  or  fo  be  used  separately 
from  any  Uniform  Lesson  aids  or  story  pa- 
pers you  are  now  using,  but  rather  to  greatly 
enhance  the  value  of  all  those  helps.  Planned 
for  use  by  all  the  members  of  your  Sunday 
school. 


The  Lesson 

in  Bible  Story  .  .  . 

A  visual  presentation  of  the 
day's  Bible  lesson.  Inspiring, 
full-color  Bible  pictures,  rever- 
ently done,  summarize  each 
week's  Scripture  lesson.  Biblical 
in  every  detail  lesson  emphasis 
in  every  picture. 


The  Lesson 

in  Everyday  Life  .  .  . 

In  full-color  picture  panels,  a 
typical  Sunday-school  family — 
the  MERITS— bring  into  focus 
every  week  a  practical  lesson 
application  for  today  as  its  af- 
fects Mother  and  Dad,  Beth, 
Tommy,  and  Debbie. 


A  Thought 
for  Today  .  .  . 

Concluding  the  weekly  lesson 
emphasis,  "A  Thought  for  To- 
day," offers  both  variety  and 
inspiration.  The  therne  empha- 
sizes a  single  thought  or  "devo- 
tional gem"  for  the  reader  fo 
carry    with    him    into   the    week. 


YOU   WILL   FIND   THIS   HELPFUL   IN    YOUR   SUNDAY 
SCHOOL.    USE  COUPON  ON   BACK  PAGE. 


a  brand-new   lesson  aid 
for  yonr  !§lundaj  i^ehool 


Designed  as  a  lesson  aid  for  all  who 

use  the  International  Uniform  Les- 
sons, this  new  picture  weekly  dram- 
atizes, visualizes,  and  emphasizes 
the  morning  Sunday-school  lesson. 
In  reverent,  appealing,  continuous 
picture  style,  UNIFORM  SUPPLE- 
MENT highlights  the  Bible  story  and 
offers  a  direct  life  application 
through  a  present-day  Christian  fam- 


ily just  like  your  own.  UNIFORM 
SUPPLEMENT  is  not  meant  to  take 
the  place  of  or  to  be  used  sepa- 
rately from  any  Uniform  Lesson  aids 
or  story  papers  you  are  now  using, 
but  rather  to  greatly  enhance  the 
value  of  all  those  helps  for  every 
member  of  your  Sunday  school— 
and  at  the  low,  low  cost  of  about  Ic. 
per  person  per  week. 


FIRST  4  WEEKS 

Try  out  this  new  UNIFORM  SUP- 
PLEMENT without  cost  or  obliga- 
tion! Send  in  your  order  now 
for  the  first  FOUR  WEEKS  AB- 
SOLUTELY FREE,  beginning  Jan. 
3,  1954.  Us*  the  order  blank 
balew: 


Older   from 

The   Brethren   Publishin)?  Co. 

Ashland,  f)hio 


■MAIL  TODAY- 


Please  send  to  the  address  below j 

copies    of    UNIFORM    SUPPLEMENT,    fra* 

without  charge  or  obligation.    (This   offer  ■ 

will  cover  first  4  weeks  of  January.)  ! 

Send  to: j 


Name  of  S.  S. 
Ordered  by:  . , 
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Break  Thou  the  bread  of  life. 

Dear  Lord,  to  me. 
As  Thou  didst  break  the  loaves 

Beside  the  sea; 
Beyond  the  sacred-  page 

I  seek  Thee,  Lord: 
Mij  spirit  pants  for  Thee. 

O  Uriny  Word. 

Bless  Thou  the  Truth,  dear  Lord, 

To  me — to  me — 
As  Thou  didst  bless  tJie  bread 

By  Galilee: 
Then  shall  all  bondage  ceasi , 

All  fetters  fall: 
And  I  shall  rind  my  peewe, 
■  My  All  in  all. 

Thou  art  the  bread  of  life, 

O  Lord,  to  me. 
Thy  holy  Word  the  truth 

That  sareth  me: 
Give  me  to  eat  and  lire 

With  Thee  abore: 
Teaeh  me  to  love  Thy  truth. 

For  Thou  art  love. 
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IHK  RKHrmiJEN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 
Ashland,  Ohio 

PKIIDKNTIAL  COMMI'ITEE 

.1.    K.  8t(»i)key,  Pres.;   H.  E.   Weidenhamer,  Vice  Pre*. 
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KDIIDK  OK  PL  BLICATIONS— W.  St.  Clair  Benshotf 

CONTHIBin'INc;   EDITORS 

Kev.    Uyoll    Belole  Rev.  John   Byler 

Rev.  C.  Y.  Gilmer  Kev.  Fred  C.  Vanator 

DEl'AIM  MENT  EDITORS 

Hi'v.    L.    0.    McCartneysniith,    Brethren    Doctrine 
Rev.  Freeman  Ankrum,  Church  History 
Rev.  Edwin  Boardnian,  Church   Methods 

TERMS  OF  SUBSCRIPTION:    J  1.50  ptc  year  ,n  advanct 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRiESS:    In  ordering  change  of  address,  alwau' 
five    both   old   and   new   addretiet 

REMITTANCES:    Send   all    money,   basinets   communicitioni.    jnd   contrib 
nted    irtidei    to: 

THE   BRETHREN   PUBLISHING  COMPANY 
ASHLAND,  OHIO 

EsMrtd    it    second    cUm    mattei    at    Asbland.    Ohio.       Accepted    foi    mailing 

al    fprcial    rate,    irction     1103.    Act    of    October    1.     I  •)  1  7         Authorized 

September    3.     19  28. 


URGENTLY  NEEDED 

THE  BRETHREN'S  HOME  at  Flora,  Indiana, 
NEEDS  A  SUPERINTENDENT  AND  MATRON 
SOON.  Mr.  McDaniels  asks  the  Board  to  be  relieved 
a.s  soon  as  possible,  that  he  may  care  for  his  own 
business. 

Tho.s**  who  may  be  interested  please  write  Mr. 
John  R.  Johnston,  President,  New  Lebanon,  Ohio 
(R.  R.  1,  Box  229),  or  Rev.  E.  M.  Riddle,  Secre- 
tary, 186  Spring  St.,  Johnstown^  Penna. 

E.  M.  Riddle. 


Items  of  general  Interust 


OAK  HILL,  W.  VA.  lirother  Milton  M.  Robin.son,  who 
will  conclude  his  pastorate  at  the  Cumberland,  Maiyland, 
Brethren  Church,  has  been  given  and  has  accepted  an 
unanimous  call  to  the  pastorate  of  the  Oak  Hill  Church. 
Rev.  Fletcher  Arritte,  a  Methodist  minister,  has  been  car- 
ing for  the  Oak  Hill  services  during  the  interim  between 
pastors. 


\'INCO,  PENNA.  Chaplain  E.  J.  Beekley,  from  the 
Sampson  U.  S.  A.  F.  Base,  in  New  York,  was  guest 
speaker   in   the   Vinco  Church  on  November  15th. 

Brother  Beekley  also  addressed  the  quarterly  meeting 
of  tlio  Homo  Circle  Sunday  School  Convention,  meeting 
on  November  15th  in  the  Vinco  church.  He  showed  colored 
slides  of  his  trip  to  the  Holy  Land. 

JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  THIRD  BRETHREN.  Baptis- 
mal services  were  held  the  evening  of  November  22nd, 
following  the  Revival  meeting  conducted  by  Brother  John 
F.  Locke,  of  Maurertown,  Virginia. 

BERLIN,  PENNA.  Brother  Horace  Huse,  Pastor  of  the 
Main  Street  Brethren  Church,  Meyersdale,  Penna.,  was 
guest  speaker  at  Berlin's  Father-Son  .Banquet  on  Novem- 
ber 3i'd. 

MEYERSDALE,  PENNA.  MAIN  STREET  BRETH- 
REN. A  new  Mimeograph  has  been  presented  to  the 
church  by  Miss  Miriam  M.  Bird  and  Mrs.  Earl  M.  Walker. 
The  machine  has  been  presented  in  memory  of  their  par- 
ents, Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cyrus  M.  Bird,  for  many  years  faith- 
ful members  of  the  Meyersdale  Church. 

CAMERON,  W.  VA.  Brother  William  Keeling,  Pastor 
of  our  Masontown,  Penna.,  church,  was  guest  speaker  in 
the  Cameron  Church,  Sunday  afternoon,  November  22nd. 

AKRON,  OHIO,  FIRESTONE  PARK  BRETHREN.  A 
Leadership  Training  Class  has  been  effected  in  the  Akron 
church,  has  already  had  several  meetings,  and  now  plans 
to  continue  shoi'tly  after  the  first  of  the  new  year.  The 
manual,  "Training  For  Service,"  is  being  used. 

LOUISVILLE,  OHIO.  The  Pastor,  Brother  L.  V.  King 
reports  that  the  Northeast  Ohio  Youth  Rally  was  a  great 
success,  with  106  present  for  the  banquet.  Louisville,  in- 
cidentally, won  the  banner  again. 

.Brother  King  was  radio  speaker  over  WFAH,  Alliance, 
recently. 

NEW  LEBANON,  OHIO.  Brother  Robert  Byler,  Mis- 
sionary to  the  Argentine  was  speaker  on  Thanksgiving 
morning  in  a  special  service.  The  Robert  Bylers  were 
feted  to  a  carry  in  supper  the  Friday  following  Thanks- 
giving, at  which  time  Brother  Byler  presented  the  story 
and  pictures  of  their  work  in  Argentina.  J 
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SPECIAL  NOTICE 

PASTORS,  CHURCH  BOARDS:  How  are  you  coming 
on  your  plans  for  putting  your  church  on  the  100% 
Brethren  Evangelist  Subscription  List?  We  have  not  said 
too  much  about  this  recently,  but  now  with  the  first  of 
the  new  year  approaching  we  feel  you  have  a  good  oppor- 
tunity to  sta)-t  your  100%  standing  with  the  first  of  the 
year. 

Your  best  plan  is  to  determine  the  number  of  families 
you  have  in  your  church.  To  determine  this  number,  con- 
sider how   many  church  bulletins   it  would  take   to  mail 
(Continued  on  Page  11) 
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THE  18TH  OF  DECEMBER  is  known  as  "Universal 
Bible  Sunday."  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Brethren  Min- 
isters, Sunday  School  Superintendents,  Teachcis  and 
youth  leaders  will  give  recognition  to  this  spocial  occa- 
sion. 

Through  the  use  of  Bible  displays,  pictures,  talks,  ser- 
mons, films, — a  special  emphasis  can  be  profitably  placed 
upon  the  Word  of  God. 

We  should  be  thankful  that  we  have  the  liberty  of 
reading,  studying  and  expounding  the  true  Word  of  God 
— the  Bible.  This  is  not  possible  in  many  parts  of  the 
world. 

The  Bible  contains  the  eternal  Word  of  the  eternal  God 
for  the  eternal  souls  of  men.  Often  criticized,  often  hated, 
it  nevertheless  brings  comfort,  joy,  peace  and  life  lo  all 
who  hungrily  and  eagerly  search  its  pages. 

Let  us  not  take  too  lightly  this  ,Bible  which  is  ours. 
To  us  it  has  come  through  the  centuries.  "Holy  men  of 
God  spake  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost,"  says 
the  Apostel  Peter.  And  we  know  that  "All  scripture  is 
given  by  inspiration  of  God,"  as  Paul  tells  us  in  II  Tim- 
othy. For  over  1800  years  the  various  writers,  as  they 
appeared  in  their  day  upon  the  stage  of  life,  wrote  their 
part  for  this  wonderful  Word  of  the  Lord.  With  the  Old 
Testament  written  originally  in  Hebrew,  and  the  New 
Testament  originally  in  Greek,  the  Word  of  God  has  been 
given  to  us. 

TRANSLATORS 

Few  of  us  today  could  read  Greek  and  Hebrew,  so 
translations  have  taken  place  often  amid  much  opposi- 
tion, imprisonment  and  sacrifice.  Into  Latin,  the  Word 
was  translated.  The  German  language  received  the  Word 
of  the  Lord  through  translations.  Many  of  our  own  an- 
cestors knew  not  the  Bible  in  English  as  we  know  it. 
but  rather  they  knew  it  in  German.  To  them  it  was  pre- 
cious as  it  is  for  us  today.  For  the  English  speaking  peo- 
ple of  the  world,  many  translations  and  versions  have  ap- 
peared— some  good,  some  poor. 

All  of  these  various  translations  were  designed  to  make 
the  scriptures  more  clearly  understood.  Some  translations 
have  stood  the  test  of  time;  others  because  of  their  own 
weakness  or  poor  quality,  have  dropped  by  the  wayside 
of  time.  Others  have  met  with  considerable  opposition. 
Even  our  own  present  King  James'  Version,  the  Bible  in 
common  use  today  and  which  has  brought  precious  peace 


and  hope  to  millions,  was,  for  loO  years  after  it.s  appear- 
ance rejected,  abused,  burned,  and  oppo.sed.  The  King 
James'  Version,  so  highly  prized  and  accepted  by  millions 
of  English  speaking  peoples  today,  met  with  oppcsition, 
yet  being  the  Woid  of  the  Lord,  it  has  endured  throui?h 
the  years. 

"BATTLE  OF  1  HE  VERSIONS" 

Since  the  first  translators  began  their  work  in  early 
centuries,  there  has  been  "the  battle  of  the  vereions."  As 
long  as  this  age  of  Grace  continues,  there  shall  always  be 
this  battle — as  there  have  always  been  the  storms  of  dxr- 

trinjil   interpietations,  etc. 

CANONIZING 

If  you  think  the  "battle  of  the  versions"  today  is  bad 
— think  what  it  must  have  been  like  in  the  days  of  the 
"canonizing"  of  the  scriptures.  By  "canonizing"  we  mean 
that  process  whereby  it  is  determined  which  books  or 
writings  "belonged"  in  Holy  Writ,  and  those  which  didn't. 

(It  must  be  remembered  that  Holy  men  of  God  wrote 
— yet  they  were  human  and  were  dependent  on  the  lead- 
ing of  God  as  He  moved  in  His  mysterious  ways  His 
wonders  to  perform.  Oftentimes,  for  them,  there  were 
great  periods  of  indecision,  even  as  there  is  for  us  in 
our  Christian  work  and  planning  today.) 

Th  sixty-six  books  in  our  Bible  today  are  there  as  a 
result  of  the  canonizing  process.  Canonizing,  a  subject  in 
itself  with  which  we  cannot  deal  too  extensively  here. 
sifted  the  great  stockpile  of  early  writings,  coming  forth 
with  the  sixty-six  hooks  we  call  our  Bible.  Some  of  the 
books  in  our  Bible  barely  sui-vived  the  canonizing  process: 
other  wi'itings  did  not  get  the  nod  of  approval  and  do  not 
appear  in  our  Bible.  Tliere  may  be  some  people  who 
would  question  the  authenticity  of  certain  books  in  the 
Bible,  and  they  might  even  consider  that  other  writings 
of  that  day  should  have  been  included.  Perhaps  the  "bat- 
tle of  the  vei-sions"  through  the  years  has  been  mild  com- 
pared to  that  day  when  the  Bible  was  being  "canonized." 
Much  theological  enei-gy  could  be  used  to  discuss  the 
(Continued  on  Page  T) 
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JESUS'  CONCERN 


FOR  HIS  CHURCH 


REV.  C.  A.  STEWART 


»   ^»^i  « 


(A  message  delivered  at  the  1953  Indiana  District  Con- 
ference.) 


John  17:9,  15. — "I  pray  for  them;  1  pray  not  for  the 
world,  but  for  them  which  thou  hast  given  me;  and  I  am 
glorified  in  them.  I  pray  not  that  thou  shouldest  take  them 
out  of  the  world,  but  that  thou  shouldest  keep  theim  .from 
evil." 


«  w»»  I 


THE  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH  throughout  the  world  is 
an  organization  for  which  Jesus  laid  aside  his  glory  he 
had  with  the  Father  before  the  world  was,  and  "took 
upon  him  the  form  of  a  sei-vant,  and  was  made  in  the 
likeness  of  men,"  and  for  which  he  suffered  and  died  at 
the  hands  of  man.  It  is  an  organization  of  blood-bought 
blood-washed  souls.  Christ  paid  the  price  with  His  own 
blood  and  it  is  His  church.  He  said,  "I  will  build  my 
church";  therefore  He  was  much  concerned  about  His 
own  body.  While  He  was  with  the  Disciples  He  .sent  them 
forth  to  preach  the  gospel  and  He  referred  to  the  world 
as  wolves.  "I  send  you  forth  as  lambs  among  wolves." 
This  was  indicating  the  trouble  the  church  would  face  in 
the  world  and  the  suffering  they  would  have  to  endure. 

In  His  sermon  on  the  mount  He  gave  the  warning 
again.st  false  prophets  and  called  them  wolves  in  sheep's 
clothing.  The  purpose  of  the  wolf  in  such  disgui.se  would 
he  U)  destroy.  Again  and  again  He  called  His  followeis 
".sheep,"  and  warned  them  concerning  the  affliction  they 
would  have  to  endure  in  the  woi-ld.  In  all  His  ministry, 
Jesus  was  gathering  men  and  women  of  all  classes 
around  Him  and  bringing  them  into  a  great  Chiistian 
fellow.ship,  and  all  the  time  He  kept  pointing  to  the  fu- 
ture dangers  they  would  have  to  face.  He  was  aware  of 
the  fickleness  of  human  nature,  which  was  demonstrated 
when  He  told  them  He  was  the  biead  that  came  down 
from  heaven  and  they  would  have  to  feed  on  Him.  Many 
of  His  disciples  turned  and  left  Him,  and  as  though  He 
would  test  the  mettle  of  Christian  faith  in  the  apostles, 
as  the  shadow  of  the  cross  was  across  His  pathway,  He 
said,  "Will  ye  also  go  away?" 

This  drew  from  Peter's  lips  the  confession  that  he  had 
found  in  Jesus  that  which  his  soul  was  so  much  in  need 
of  "Lord  to  whom  shall  we  go?  thou  hast  the  words  of 
eternal  life."  Yet  He  had  not  fully  come  to  the  place 
where  He  could  withstand  the  aggression  of  Satan,  foi   it 


was  not  so  long  after  this,  he  followed  Jesus  afar  ofi 
and  finally  denied  Him.  It  was  for  just  this  kind  of  tryi 
ing  ordeals  when  the  followers  of  Christ  would  be  trie( 
to  the  limit,  that  Jesus  prayed  for  them. 

I. 

Jesus  prayed  for  the  church  because  they  were  in  a 
hostile  world  that  would  employ  every  means  possible  to 
hinder  their  progress  and  destroy  their  usefulness.  There 
are  two  mighty  forces  in  the  world.  This  Jesus  made 
plain  when  He  said  to  the  Jews,  "Ye  are  of  your  Fathei 
the  Devil,  and  the  lusts  of  your  father  ye  will  do.  He 
was  a  murderer  from  the  beginning,  and  abode  not  in  the 
truth,  because  there  is  no  truth  in  him.  When  he  speak- 
eth  a  lie,  he  speaketh  of  his  own;  For  he  is  a  liar  andj 
the  father  of  it."— (John  8:44). 

Jesus  was  not  only  telling  them  that  there  was  an  op- 
posing force  but  He  also  gave  them  the  characteristic 
of  its  leadership.  A  liar',  murderer  and  deceiver.  John 
said,  "he  deceiveth  the  whole  world."  The  human  race 
has  demonstrated  that  they  are  gullible  from  the  time  of 
Adam.  Barnum  was  right  when  he  said,  "The  public  loves 
to  be  fooled."  The  Devil  has  taken  advantage  of  that 
fact  and  has  been  working  in  various  ways  both  in  and 
out  of  the  church  to  convince  men  that  there  is  no  God, 
or  that  He  is  too  good  to  do  anything  about  sin.  If  he 
cannot  convince  men  that  there  is  no  God  he  will  give 
them  a  religion  which  makes  them  feel  comfortable  in 
their  sin.  Road  blocks  to  Glory  are  set  up  by  Satan  to 
keep  men  from  reaching  the  place  where  Jesus  said,  "I 
go  to  p)epare  .  .  .  for  you." 

Satan's  tactics  is  to  imitate  God.  This  is  what  caused 
his  fall  in  the  beginning.  He  could  not  hide  his  purpose 
from  God  the  Father.  But  it  is  quite  different  with  men 
who  are  so  easily  deceived.  Paul  warned  the  church  at 
Corinth  against  the  wiles  of  Satan  and  declared  that 
"Satan  himself  is  transformed  into  an  angel  of  light." 
There  are  many  good  people  who  belong  to  the  church 
who  cannot  discern  between  good  and  evil,  and  are  will- 
ing to  compromi.se  with  the  evil  forces. 

Jesus  was  not  blind  to  the  dangers  to  which  the  church 
was  exposed.  Again  and  again  He  had  come  in  contact 
with  the  great  deceiver  and  was  forced  to  do  battle  with 
him.  From  His  birth  to  His  death  He  was  pursued  by 
Satan,   who  sought  His   life,  and  knew  that  the   Coming 


I 


DECEMBER  r>,  1953 


PACK  riv>: 


of  Christ  into  the  world  was  I'oi-  the  purpose  (jf  combat- 
ing his  evil  design.  Therefore,  Satan  sought  to  destroy 
Jesus  in  His  infancy  and  all  through  His  life,  Jesus  was 
coming  face  to  face  with  him.  He  was  fully  uwarr-  that 
the  great  deceiver,  Satan,  would  be  no  less  determined  to 
thwart  His  plan  and  purpose  in  the  activities  of  the 
church  which  was  commissioned  to  cairy  out  the  wf)rk  of 
the  Loi'd  in  the  world. 

History  has  revealed  to  us  through  the  suffering  of  the 
church  that  the  opposition  will  stop  at  iiothitig  to  destroy 
God's  plan  and  purpose  in  the  world,  il'  possible.  Most 
of  the  early  preachers  of  the  gospel  suffered  an  untimet- 
jly  death  and  the  church  was  driven  from  place  to  place 
by  the  mighty  forces  of  evil.  Jesus  was  never  free  frotn 
attack  and  He  knew  the  church  would  also  be  the  target 
for  the  same  power,  therefore  He  prayed  for  the  church. 
The  opposition  does  not  always  employ  the  same  method 
of  approach,  nevertheless  he  is  an  aggressive  foe,  and 
uses  whatever  method  is  the  most  effective.  He  will  ap- 
pear as  a  roaring  lion  in  open  rebellion  against  the 
church  o}'  as  a  lamb  in  all  innocence  and  get  into  the 
good  giaces  of  the  church  in  order  to  accomplish  his  evil 
design.  Satan  is  a  subtile  personality  who  approached 
the  first  pair  in  the  garden  of  Eden,  who  was  surrounded 
with  beauty  and  had  close  fellow.ship  with  God  who 
walked  and  talked  with  them;  yet  through  Satan's  sub- 
tilness  he  beguiled  them  into  sin,  and  sin  has  come  upon 
all   mankind.   He   is  not  only  a  foe   but   a   mighty  foe. 

Paul  recognized  this  and  he  warned  the  church  in  Eph- 
esus  by  saying,  "Put  on  the  whole  armour  of  God,  that 
ye  may  be  able  to  stand  against  the  wiles  of  the 
Devil.  For  we  wrestle  not  against  flesh  and  blood,  but 
against  principalities,  against  powers,  against  the  rulers 
of  the  darkness  of  this  world,  against  spiritual  wicked- 
ness in  high  places.  Wherefore  take  unto  you  the  whole 
armour  of  God,  that  ye  may  be  able  to  withstand  in  the 
evil  day,  and  having  done  all  to  stand." — Ep'h.  6:11-13. 
Paul  was  saying  the  church  was  not  able  to  combat  the 
evil  it  would  encounter  in  its  own  power  and  it  needed 
the  annour  and  power  of  God.  The  evil  forces,  being- 
spiritual,  made  it  impossible  for  man  to  successfully  com- 
bat. Therefore  Jesus  prayed  that  they  might  receive  the 
wisdom  and  strength  of  God. 

II. 

Jesus  prayed  for  the  church  because  they  had  a  great 
task  before  them.  One  that  was  so  great  that  man  in  his 
own  wisdom  and  strength  could  not  comprehend  or  ac- 
complish. This  is  a  great  age  of  development  in  the  sci- 
entific world  when  seemingly  there  is  nothing  man  can- 
not accomplish.  He  may  sit  in  his  home  and  turn  a  dial, 
bringing  entertainment  from  the  other  side  of  the  workl. 
He  can  listen  to  music,  a  debate,  or  the  roar  of  the 
cannons,  or  he  can  pick  up  the  receiver  and  in  a  few 
minutes  talk  to  his  loved  ones  and  friends  in  almost  any 
country  in  the  world,  or  he  can  board  a  plane  and  in  a 
few  hours  be  with  them. 

It  has  not  been  so  long  ago  that  a  man  was  consid- 
ered somewhat  unbalanced  when  he  could  talk  about  fly- 
ing through  the  air,  but  today  men  have  reached  the 
speed  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  miles  per  hour  and  are 
talking  about  fifteen  hundred.  We  watch  all  the  great 
developments,  and  then  like  the  fellow  who  looked  at  the 


giialTe  ill  the  zoo  and  then  turned  and  walked  away  and 
said,  "Theie  ain't  no  such  animal."  Medical  Hcience  Ik  as- 
tounding the  woild  with  their  achievementH  and  we  have 
leached  the  age  when  we  aie  saying  nothing  is  impOH- 
sible  for  man.  IJut  the  task  of  building  the  church  and 
saving  men  is  beyond  the  accomplishment  of  man.  There- 
fore Jesus  was  reaching  up  to  the  throne  of  Gfxl  and  wan 
I-ull  iig  down  fiom  the  power  hou.se  of  C]f>d  the  power  by 
which  the  church  was  to  work.  With  all  of  the  accom- 
plishments of  man,  the  church  could  not  exist  if  it  were 
not  for  the  power  of  (Jod.  There  is  no  other  explanation 
lor  the  existence  and  development  of  the  early  church 
other  than  God's  protection  and  love. 

Statesmen  from  all  over  the  world  are  much  concerned 
and  are  working  day  and  night  to  bring  about  peace  be- 
tween nations,  and  any  intelligent  person  will  admit  that 
is  a  tremendous  task.  Many  times  we  place  that  first  in 
the  category  of  gieatness,  but  it  fades  out  of  view  when 
compared  to  the  great  task  of  evangelizing  the  world. 
Nations  will  disappear  and  be  forgotten  like  the  soldier 
that  defends  it,  but  the  church,  the  body  of  Christ  is  eter- 
nal, and  after  the  planets  have  fallen  out  of  space  and 
the  heavens  folded  up  like  a  scroll  the  chui-ch  will  i^j- 
main  in  the  new  Jerusalem,  the  city  of  God.  Jesus  said 
t(»  his  disciples,  "He  that  believeth  on  .Me,  the  works 
that  I  do  shall  he  do  also;  because  I  go  to  my  Father." 
—John  14:12. 

The  works  of  Jesus  astoumled  the  world  and  yet  He 
said  the  church  would  do  greater  works.  He  was  ever 
keeping  before  them  the  greatness  of  the  task.  He  was 
leaving  them  and  going  back  to  the  Father  and  would 
not  be  with  them  in  tangible  form.  Many  Christians  do 
not  realize  the  greatness  of  the  task.  They  neglect  the 
church  and  the  Lord's  work,  u.-^ing  every  kind  of  a  flimsy 
pi'etext  possible.  Their  little  puny  business  must  have  the 
right  away  above  the  Lord's  work.  Many  are  more  con- 
cerned about  their  own  pleasure  or  making  a  few  moi-c 
dollars  than  they  are  in  the  work  of  the  church  and  as 
far  as  they  are  concerned  the  church  can  die.  Far  too 
many  are  willing  to  trust  in  having  their  names  on  the 
record  rather  than  doinc  anything  in  the  chuivh.  They 
are  lulled  to  rest  by  the  iiiought  that  they  are  to  be  re- 
ceivers only.  Yet  Jesus  said.  "Go  ye  therefore,  and  teach 
all  nations."  We  see  then  the  work  to  which  the  church 
has  been  called  is  world  wide  in  scope  and  reaches  into 
eternity.  It  is  so  big  that  it  calls  for  the  help  of  every 
Christian.  Knowing  this,  Jesus  prayed  for  them. 

III. 

Jesus  prayed  for  the  church  because  it  is  through  the 
church  the  world  is  to  hear  the  Gospel.  He  said.  "As  thou 
hast  sent  me  into  the  world,  even  so  have  I  also  sent 
Hiem  into  the  world."  Wlien  Jesus  called  the  apos- 
tles, and  sent  them  out  to  preach.  He  did  not  choose  in- 
fluential men  ov  assiarn  to  some  great  institution  the  task 
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of  pi-eaching  tho  gospel,  but  Ho  chose  very  onliiuuy  men 
and  formed  the  foundation  of  the  greatest  institution  tho 
world  will  ever  know,  and  they  were  commissioned  to  "go 
»nd  preach  ami  teach."  This  is  the  only  task  assigned  to 
the  church  and  to  the  church  only  was  it  given.  In  fail- 
ing to  do  that  we  have  failed  the  Lord  and  have  no  right 
to  call  upon  Him  only  when  we  are  in  need. 

Paul  Laurence  Dunbar  the  American  Negro  Poot  wrote 
the  following  poem: 

The  Lord  had  a  job  for  me,  but  I  liad  so  mudi  to  do, 
I     sjiid,    "You    get    somebody    else — or    wait     till    I     get 

through." 
1  don't  know  how  the  Lord  came  out,  but   He  seemed  to 

get  along: 
But  I  felt  kinda  sneakin'  like  'cause  I     knowed  I'd  done 

Him  wrong. 

One  day   I   needed  the   Lord — needed    Him   right   away, 
And  He  never  answered  me  at  all,  but  I  could  hear  Him 

say 
Down   in   my  accusin'  heart.  "Nigger,  I'se  got   too  much 

to  do; 
You  get  somebody  else,  or  wait  till  1  get  thiough." 

Tliei-e  are  so  many  Christians  who  seem  to  think 
they  have  nothing  to  do,  and  will  shirk  every  responsi- 
bility. They  not  only  bury  their  talents,  but  themselves, 
under  the  cares  of  the  world,  and  the  church  can  get 
along  the  best  it  can.  "If  the  church  i^eeds  prayer,  I  pay 
the  preacher  for  that;  if  it  needs  teachers,  I  am  not 
qualified;  if  it  needs  officers,  some  one  else  can  do  it.  I 
don't  have  time  and  any  way,  I  have  served  my  time;  if 
it  needs  money,  I  can't  afford  it."  The  work  is  shifted 
to  some  one  else,  the  blessing  is  lost,  the  Lord  has  been 
disobeyed  and  they  have  not  fulfilled  their  duty.  Sure, 
some  one  else  will  do  these  thing?,  but  the  church  has 
failed  just  that  much.  Two  horses  can  pull  much  more 
than  one,  and  more  work  will  be  done. 

The  task  is  a  big  one  and  every  Christian  will  feel  his 
weakness  and  unworthiness  but  the  Lord  did  not  throw 
us  out  on  our  own.  He  said,  "Lo  I  am  with  you."  The 
best  preacher  or  singer  in  the  world  cannot  save  a  soul. 
But  the  Holy  Spirit  will  work  through  him  to  reach  men 


for  Christ,  if  given  the  opportunity,  it  is  not  how  mud 
we  know  but  the  wisdom  of  God  to  use  what  we  know 
James   said,   "If   any   man   lack   wisdom,   let   him    ask  o: 
Cod,    that    giveth    to    all    men    liberally,    and    upbraidetl 
not;  and  it  shall  be  given  him." — James  1:5.  A  man  ma.\ 
be  silver-tongued  and  speak  fluently,  and  yet  not  win  a 
soul  for  God,  while  on  the  other  hand  he  may  not  be  suc> 
a  fluent  speaker  and  be  used  of  God  mightily.  In  writiuji 
to  the  Corinthian  church,  Paul  said,  "For  Christ  sent  nu 
not  to  baptize,  but  to  preach  the  gospel;   not  with  wis- 
viom  of  words,  lest  the  cross  of  Christ  should  be  made    ol 
'.one  effect." — ^^1  Cor.   1:17.  He  also  said,  "Hath  not  Go( 
made  foolish  the  wisdom  of  this  w^orld?   He  was  not  crit- 
icizing worldly  wisdom   but   He    was    telling    them    that 
worldly   wisdom   alone   could   not   reach   a   soul   and   brin<: 
them  to  the  Lord.  Worldly  wisdom  must  be  supplenienter 
by  the  Spirit  of  Cod. 

In  Paul's  preaching  to  the  Corinthians  he  said,  "And  mj 
speech  and  my  preaching  was  not  with  enticing  words  of 
Man's  wisdom,  but  the  demonstration  of  the  Spirit  and 
of  power:  .  .  .  For  what  m,an  knoweth  the  things  of  a 
man,  save  the  spirit  of  man  which  is  in  him?  even  so 
the  things  of  God  knoweth  no  man,  but  the  spirit  of  God. 
Now  we  have  received,  not  the  spirit  of  the  world,  but 
the  spirit  which  is  of  God;  that  we  might  know  tho 
things  that  are  freely  given  to  us  of  God.  Which  thing.s 
also  we  speak,  not  in  the  words  which  man's  wisdom 
teacheth,  but  which  the  Holy  Ghost  teacheth;  comparing 
spiritual  things  with  spiritual.  But  the  natural  man  re- 
ceiveth  not  the  things  of  the  spirit  of  God;  neither  can 
he  know  them,  because  they  are  spiritually  discerned." — 
1  Cor.  2:4,  11-14.  Paul  was  an  educated  man  yet  he  de- 
clared that  his  preaching-  was  by  the  Spirit  of  God. 

Before  Jesus  left  this  world  and  went  back  to  the 
Father,  He  told  the  disciples  to  tarry  in  Jerusalem  until 
they  were  endued  with  power  and  received  the  Holy 
Ghost  befoi'e  they  were  to  go  out  and  preach.  We  have 
no  record  that  a  soul  was  saved  or  any  preaching  was 
done  in  that  period  of  time  between  the  crucifixion  and 
the  ascension  of  Christ.  They  waited  as  the  Lord  told 
them  until  the  day  of  Pentecost,  after  which  they  went 
out  and  preached  with  power.  The  Lord  would  have  them 
know  that  their  preparation  was  not  complete  without  the 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


THE  DEVIL'S  BEST  TOOL 

It  was  once  annouiieed  that  the  devil  was  goin^ 
out  of  business  and  would  offer  all  his  tools  foi' 
.sale  to  whoever  would  pay  his  price.  On  the  night 
of  the  sale  they  were  all  attractively  displayed, 
and  a  bad-looking  lot  they  were.  Malice,  hatred, 
envy,  jealousy,  sensuality,  and  deceit,  and  all  the 
other  implements  of  ovil  were  spread  out,  each 
marked  with  its  price.  Apart  from  the  rest  lay  a 
harmless  kx)king  wedge-shaped  tool,  much  worn 
and  priced  higher  than  any  of  them. 

Someone  asked  the  devil  what  it  was.  "That's 


discouragement,"  was  the  reply.  "Well,  why  do 
you  have  it  priced  so  high?" 

"Because,"  replied  the  devil,  "it  is  more  useful 
to  me  than  any  of  the  others.  I  can  pry  open  and 
get  inside  a  man's  consciousness  with  that  when 
I  could  not  get  near  him  with  any  of  the  others, 
and  when  once  inside  I  can  use  him  in  whatever 
way  suits  me  best.  It  is  so  much  worn  because  I 
use  it  with  nearly  everybody,  as  veiy  few  people 
yet  know  it  belongs  to  me." 

It  hardly  need  be  added  that  the  devil's  price 
for  discouragement  was  so  high  that  it  was  never 
sold.  He  still  owns  it  and  is  still  using  it. — Sel. 
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THE   EDITOR'S   PULPIT 

HOLY  BIBLE,  BOOK   DIVINK 

(Continued  from   Page  3) 
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authenticity  of  our  canonized  books  of  the  liible— but  this, 
we  believe,  would  be  time  badly  wasted. 

OUR  answp:k 

Our  answer  to  the  "battle  of  the  versions"  today—??? 
We  believe  that  the  Bible  is  the  inspired  Woid  of  li,c 
eternal  God.  We  believe  that  Christ,  the  Son  of  Cod  is 
honored  and  glorified  on  its  every  ])age.  We  believe  that 
the  way  of  salvation  foi-  men  is  to  be  found  by  all  who 
earnestly  read  its  precious  truths.  We  believe  that  the 
Bible  speaks  of  the  eternal  heavenly  home  foi'  all  who 
are  Christ's — born  again  Christians.  We  also  believe  that 
the  Bible  is  speaking  for  God  when  it  declares  an  eter- 
nal punishment  for  all  who  reject  Christ.  In  short,  we 
believe  the  Bible  to  be  the  Word  of  the  Lord  for  sinful 
naen. 

We  also  believe  that  since  the  Bible  is  God's  Holy 
Word,  that  He  is  watching  over  it  to  keep  it  pure,  unde- 
filed,  and  truthful.  As  God  directed  the  men  of  old  to 
write,  as  God  worked  in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  the 
canonizers,  so  He  works  even  now  to  keep  it  a  precious 
Book  of  eternal  truth  for  our  hearts. 

THE    LMPORTANT   THING 

The  important  thing  to  remember  on  this  Universal 
Bible  Sunday  is,  "What  are  we  permitting  the  Bible  to 
do  to  us?"  Have  we  hid  it  in  our  hearts  to  keep  us  from 
sin  ?  Do  we  read  it,  searching  for  the  lessons  God  has  foi' 
us.  Are  our  lives  transformed  into  lives  of  love,  com- 
passion, and  kindness  toward  our  fellowmen?  Have  we 
permitted  God's  Holy  Word  to  permeate  our  whole  being, 
making  us  a  lighthouse  of  spiritual  direction  in  these 
darkened  days  of  sin? 

In  thousands  of  languages  and  dialects,  for  multitudes 
of  the  world's  teeming  millions,  the  Word  of  the  Lord, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  is  going  forth 
to  proclaim  the  way  of  salvation  to  men  everywhere. 
Have  you  read  its  precious  pages  ?  Have  you  searched  it 
diligently?  In  it,  have  you  found  peace  of  soul?  If  so, 
God  has  spoken  to  you  in  the  way  in  which  He  has 
spoken  to  uncountable  hearts  through  the  generations  of 
time.  For  this,  on  this  Universal  Bible  Sunday,  we  should 
thank  God.— W.  S.  B. 


PAjGE  HE\t:s 


JUST    A    REMINDER 

HAVE  YOU  MAILED  YOUR  ORDER  FOR  YOUR 
FIRST  QUARTER  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  Ql ARTERLIES 
AND  SUPPLIES?  Due  to  the  Christmas  mailing  rush,  we 
cannot  guarantee  on  time  delivery  if  your  order  is  re- 
ceived after  December  l.Tth.  Just  a  few  days  left.  Order 
today  I 


HAROLD   BARNETT   ORDAINED 

AT  LOST  CREEK.   KENTUCKY. 

SEPTEMBER   20.    1953. 


Oidiiiati(;fi  Services  for  it«--v.  Maiold  I'.uruclt,  and 
Consecration  Services  for  his  wife,  DoHk  Kinj?  Bair.etl, 
weie  held  Sunday  morning,  Septemlx-T  20,  \'j',:i,  in  th»- 
Bnthicn  Church,  at  Lo.st  Creek,  Kentucky. 

Officiating  in  the  Service  were,  Rev.  George  K. 
Drushal,  Pastor  of  the  Lost  Creek  lirethren  Church,  Ht-v. 
W.  St.  Clair  Henshoff,  Kdilor  of  Publications,  of  the 
Brethren  Publishing  Company,  aril  licv.  William  Jackw^n, 
local  minister  in  Lost  Creek. 

Rev.  Barnett  has  been  licensed  for  soveral  years  and 
was  approved  for  Ordination  by  the  Ministerial  Exam- 
ining   Board    of    the    Southeastern    District     of     Brethren 

Churches. 

Mrs.  Barnett,  immediately  following  the  Ordination  of 
her  husband,  was  Consecrated  for  Christian  Ser\'ce  by 
the  laying  on  of  hands  and  prayer. 

The  Barnetts,  who  were  married  just  eight  days  before, 

have  taken  up  their  re.=;idence  in  the  parsonage  of  the 
Brethren  Church,  Mansfield,  Ohio,  (.508  N.  Bowman  St.). 
'Ihey  will  continue  theii-  work  in  Ashland  College  and 
Se  ninary  this  winter,  along  with  pastoring  the  .Mansfie  d 
Church.  Brother  Barnett  came  from  Haddi.x.  Kentucky. 
ami  Sister  Barnett  from  Lakeville,  Indiana. 

Following  is  the  program  of  the  Ordination  and  Conse- 
cration Service. 

Pielude   Miss  Adah  Diiishal 

Hymn  No.    IDS 

"Take  My  L  f e  and  Let  it  Be  Consecrated" 

Invocation    Rev.    Basil    Young 

Purpose  of  the  Service   Rev.  G.  E.  Drushal 

Trumpet   Duet    "Great   is    Thy   Faithfulness" 

Donald  Stoddard  and  Hercus  Combs 
Call  to  the  Ministry  by  the  Lost  Creek  Brethren  Church: 
Report    of   the    Licensing   Board  of  Southeastern   District 

of  the  Brethren  Chuix'h. 
Girls'  Vocal  Trio   .."Guide  Me,  Oh,  Thou  Great  Jehovah" 

Darlene   Barnett,   Ruth   Cole,  and  Cleo  Campbell 

The   Ordination  Sermon    Rev.   W.   S.   Benshoff 

The  Scriptural  Charge   Rev.  G.  E.  Drushal 

The  Ordination  Prayer  With  the  Laying  on  of  Hands, 

Rev.   William  Jackson.   Rev.   W.   S.   Benshoff.  Rev.  G. 

E.  Drushal 

Giving  of  the  Ministerial  Authority  ..Rev.  G.  E.  Drushal 
Conisecration    of    Mrs.    Harold    Barnett    a*    the    Wife 
of  an  Elder 

Prayer,  with  the  Laying  on  of  Hands 

Rev.   W.   S.   Benshoff.   Rev.   G.   K.   Drushal.   Rov.   Wil- 
liam Jackson 

Charge  to  Serve  as  the  Wife  of  an  Elder 

Rev.  G.  E.  Drushal 

Closng  H>nnn  Xo.  244   "I  Gave  My  Life  For  Thee" 

Benediction    Rev.   Harold  Barnett 

Postlude   Miss  Adah  Drushal 
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Sunday  School  Suggestions 


Reu.  Spencer  Gentle 

(Spoiisured   by   the  National   Sunday   School  Association    of  the  Brethren  Church) 


ECHOES    FROM    THE   NATIONAL   SUNDAY    SCHOOL 

CONVENTION 


(Rev.  H.  Francis  Berkshire.  I'astor  of  the  Brethren 
Church.  Lanark,  Illinois,  attended  the  National  Sunday 
School  Convention  at  Minneapolis,  Miiui.  He  has  written 
ti.is  report,  at  our  request,  for  this  page. — Spencer  Gen- 
tle.) 


One  gets  the  feeling  of  a  desire  to  go  on  a  crusade  lor 
the  Sunday  School  when  lie  attends  one  of  these  conven- 
tions. The  color,  the  urgency,  the  sincerity  of  its  leaders 
moves  a  person  to  recognize  the  importance  of  the  Sun- 
day School  in  this  age. 

There  were  sixty-four  or  more  workshops  which  were 
conducted.  All  phases  of  Sunday  School  work  had  its  cor- 
responding workshop.  Outstanding  leaders  from  the  con- 
tinent conducted  these  workshops.  When  you  hear  the  ap- 
peals and  the  expeiiences  of  such  men  as  Dr.  Lee  Rober- 
son,  Dr.  A.  S.  London,  Dr.  Clarence  H.  Benson,  Dr.  James 
DeForest  Murch,  and  others,  it  is  impossible  to  be  lethar- 
gic concerning  the   importance  of  the   Sunday   School. 

Dr.  London  presented  the  truth  by  contrast  in  his  ad- 
dress, "The  Cost  of  Losing  a  Boy."  His  intimate  friend- 
ship with  J.  Edgar  Hoover  was  recognized  when  he  told 
of  the  many  experiences  where  the  Sunday  School  could 
have  prevented  crime.  The  most  stirring  and  heart-felt 
experience  was  realized  when  Dr.  London  told  of  sitting 
with  two  teen-age  boys  in  their  death  cells.  He  asked 
them  where  the  nearest  church  was  from  their  home. 
They  said  just  around  the  corner.  He  asked  them  if  any- 
one had  ever  invited  them  to  Sunday  School,  or  sent 
them  a  postcard.  They  replied,  "No."  After  he  told  them 
about  the  love  of  Christ  for  them  and  talked  with  them 
a  while,  they  said,  "Why  didn't  someone  tell  us  about 
this  before?"  and  then  they  placed  their  sobbing  heads 
on  his  shoulders. 

How  important  is  the  Sunday  School  in  America  and 
to  the  church  of  Christ?  This  can  be  answered  by  a  few 
statistics.  Ninety-five  percent  of  ministers  are  a  result 
of  Sunday  School  influence.  Ninety  percent  of  young  peo- 
ple that  are  saved  is  due  to  the  Sunday  School.  Eighty- 
five  percent  of  those  who  join  the  church  come  througli 
the  Sunday  School.  Eighty-five  percent  of  Christian 
workers  receive  their  early  instruction  in  the  Sunday 
School.  IT  WAS  THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  THAT  MADE 
A.MERICA  great: 

Great  Britain  never  gave  the  Sunday  School  a  chance. 
In  London  less  than  2  percent  attend  church!  But  in  the 
United  States  less  than  three  r>ercent  of  the  church  mem- 
bers are  sympathetic  and  work  in  the  Sunday  School! 
the  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  MADE  AMERICA  AND  IT 
CAN  SAVE  AMERICA! 

Rev.  C.  W.  Conn  gave  some  rules  which  will  help  to 
establish  a  good  Sunday  School: 


1.  Know  the  faults  of  an   inferior  Sunday   School. 

2.  Correct  the  failures. 

3.  Pastor  should  expect  improvement  using  prayer 
and  faith,  and  effort. 

4.  Explore  new  avenues. 

5.  Pastor  exercise  authoi'It.v  and  helpfulness  in  build- 
ing a  better  Sunday  School.  He  is  the  pastor  of  the  Sun- 
day School  also. 

He  also  gave  five  "E's"  for  constructing  a  superior 
Sunday  School: 

1.  Envision  a  superior  Sunday  School. 

2.  Enlarge  the  knowledge  of  the  work. 

3.  Enlist  'helpers. 

4.  Energize  the  product. 

5.  Endure  to  the  end;  be  persistent  until  it  is  success- 
ful. 

Our  prayer  for  the  Sunday  School  should  not  be  "Help 
me  to  do  MY  work"  but  "Help  me  to  do  THY  work." 

There  was  an  emphasis  on  the  Pastoral  relationship 
with  the  Sunday  School.  The  Pastor  is  the  Pastor  of  the 
Sunday  School  also.  He  should  be  a  ready  counsel  for 
his  workers.  Someone  suggested  that  if  your  Pastor 
wasn't  interested  in  your  Sunday  School  you  should  buy 
him  a  ticket  to  the  National  Sunday  School  Convention 
next  year!  Or  perhaps,  give  'him  a  Christmas  present  of 
books  on  Sunday  School  work. 

"Follow-up"  was  stressed  in  the  convention.  If  a  per- 
son attends  your  school  and  does  not  return,  first  learn  if 
he  is  a  prospect  and  then  send  a  visitor  to  see  him.  Vis- 
itation programs  were  paramount  in  the  thoughts  of  the 
leaders  also.  They  stressed  the  plan  of  visitation  relative 
to  Sunday  School  work.  Perennial  plans  for  teacher-train- 
ing were  suggested.  Whether  you  need  the  teachers  or 
not,  there  should  be  a  teacher-training  class  every  year. 

A  large  display  of  the  most  recent  publications  and 
Sunday  School  materials  was  shown  each  day  and  night. 

Dr.  Hostetter,  of  Messiah  College  in  Grantham,  Penna., 
summed  up  the  relationship  of  methods  and  materials  in 
the  Sunday  School  to  the  purpose  of  the  Sunday  School. 
He  said,  "We  might  know  the  tricks  of  the  trade  but 
our  nets  will  be  empty.  The  causes  of  empty  nets  (empty 
Sunday  Schools)  is  closely  related  to  Jesus  Christ.  The 
success  of  the  Sunday  School  is  directly  related  to  its 
own  finiteness." 

That  the  Sunday  School  is  not  doing  as  much  as  it 
should  could  be  verified  by  many  facts  and  statistics. 

THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  HAS  ONE  OF  THE  GREAT- 
EST OPPORTUNITIES  AMONG  ALL  CHRISTIAN  IN- 
STITUTIONS. ITS  SUCCESS  WILL  DEPEND  ON 
WHETHER  IT  USES  THIS  OPPORTUNITY  FOR  THE 
ADVANCEMENT  OF  THE  KINGDOM  OF  GOD! 

— Lanark,  Illinois. 


DhX'EMBER  5,  1953 


PACK    NINK 


Missionary    Department 


OUR  ARGENTINE   MISSION 


(For  the  information  of  all  oui-  Brethren  The  Mission  announced  icccnliy.  Ihis  document  in  the  result  of  th<- 
Board  presents  herewith  the  constitution  of  the  Assoo.a-  concerted  f  IToils  of  Ihr^  Aigentine  Brethren  for  /»ix 
tion  as  adopted  by  the  Brethren  Chuiches  of  Argentina,  as      years.) 
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CONSTITUTIONAL  ACTS   OF  THE 
ASSOCIATION    OF    THE     BRETH- 
REN CHURCH 
(In  Argentina) 
(Continued  from  last  wek) 

REGARDING  THE  OFFICIAL 
POSITIONS 

Article  23.  The  General  Assembly  will 
elect  its  officials  who  would  be: 
president,  vice-president,  secietary, 
assistant  secretary,  treasurer,  and  as- 
sistant treasurer.  To  be  elected,  the 
nominee  must  receive  one-half  plus 
one  of  all  the  votes;  election  being 
done  by  the  system  of  elimination. 

OF  THE  PRESIDENT  AND 
VICE   PRESIDENT 

Article  24.  The  rights  and  duties  of 
the  president  are  the  following: 

a.  To  preside  over  the  sessions  of 
the  Assembly  and  of  the  Mesa  Di- 
rectiva; 

b.  To  sign  the  acts,  balances,  and 
general  correspondence  of  the  Mesa 
Directiva; 

c.  He  is  an  ex-officio  member  of 
all  boards  and  committees; 

d.  He  will  call  together,  along  with 
the  secreatry,  and  with  fifteen  days 
notice,  any  special   assembly; 

e.  He  will  call  the  Mesa  Directiva 
for  its  sessions. 

Article  25.  The  vice  president  %\ill 
carry  out  the  functions  of  the  pres- 
ident in  the  case  of  his  death,  absence, 
incapacity  or  removal  from  office. 

OF   THE   SECRETARY  AND 
ASSISTANT    SECRETARY 

Article  26.  The  rights  and  duties  of 
the  secretary  are: 

a.  To  wi-ite  out  all  communications 
and  correspondence,  reserving  a 
copy; 

b.  To  make  out  and  control  the 
statistical  reports: 

c.  To  confirm  the  signature  of  the 
president; 

d.  To  maintain  and  conserve  the 
archives  in  any  detei'mined  place; 

e.  To  write  out  the  minutes  and 
keep  the  corresponding  books; 

f.  To  gather  and  classify  and  put 
in  order  all  the  resolutions  of  a 
permanent  nature  made  by  the  As- 
sembly. 


Article  27.  The  assistant  secretary 
will  assist  the  secretary  in  all  of 
his  functions  and  substitute  for  him 
in  case  of  absence  or  illness;  and  in 
case  of  resignation  or  death,  he  shall 
replace  the  secretary  until  the  next 
assembly. 

OF   THE   TREASURER   AND 
ASSISTANT    TREASURER 

Article  28.  The  rights  and  duties  ol' 
the  treasurer  are: 

a.  To  leceive  all  income  coming 
from  the  churches,  and  other  funds 
and  contributions.  He  shall  be  per- 
sonally responsible  for  all  he  i-e- 
ceives; 

b.  To  maintain  a  bank  account  in 
the  name  of  the  Association, 
authorizing  three  persons  to  with- 
draw funds  on  the  signatui'e  of  two 
persons,  one  of  whom  will  be  the 
treasurer; 

c.  To  present  annually  to  the  As- 
sociation a  detailed  leport  (bal- 
ance) of  the  treasury,  after  a  pre- 
vious revision  by  a  legal  auditor 
named   by   the   Association; 

d.  To  keep  the  necessary  books, 
which  must  be  available  to  the- 
above-mentioned  auditor. 

Article  29.  The  assistant  treasurer 
will  assist  the  treasurer  in  all  of  his 
functions  and  shall  substitute  for  him 
in  case  of  absence  or  illness;  and  in 
case  of  resignation  or  death,  he  shall 
replace  the  treasurer  until  the  next 
term. 

CONCERNING  THE  MESA 
DIRECTIVA 

Article  30.  The  Association  shall  have 
a  Mesa  Directiva  composed  of  the 
president,  vice-president,  secretary, 
assistant  secretary,  treasurer  and  as- 
sistant  treasurer  of  the  Assembly. 

Article  31,  The  members  of  the  Mesa 
Directiva  shall  perform  tlie  same  du- 
ties as  those  they  perform  for  the 
Assembly,  for  example:  the  president 
of  the  Assembly  shall  be  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Mesa  Directiva,  etc. 
Article  32.  The  IMesa  Directiva  will 
have  as  its  specific  duties  the  super- 
vision and  direction  of  the  following 
for  the  Association  and  the  Assem- 
bly: 

a.  To  set  the  time  and  date  of  the 
Annual  Assembly; 

b.  To  approve  of  the  list  of  work- 


eis  who  .shall  have  voice  and  vot*" 
in  the  Assembly; 

c.  To  select  and/or  to  approve  the 
places  of  annexes  or  new  mi.ssion- 
ary  work,  etc.,  which  will  receive 
or  are  now  receiving  financial  aid 
from  the  Association; 

d.  To  approve  or  supei-vise  all 
building  programs  to  which  the  As- 
sociation contributes  funds; 

e.  To  control  the  expenditures  of 
all  funds  accord. ng  to  a  budget,  in- 
cluding pastors  salaries  and  ex- 
penses  of  all   other  kinds,  etc.; 

f.  The  election,  direction  and  ap- 
proval  of   all   students; 

g.  The  examination  and  oixiination 
of  all  pastors  and  woikers; 

h.  To  designate,  confirm  and  assign 
pastors  and  workers  in  cooperation 
with  the  local  church.  In  each  case 
there  should  be  agreement  on  the 
assignment  between  the  Mesa  Di- 
rectiva, the  church,  and  the  individ- 
ual concerned. 

(2)  A  pastor  or  worker  may  be  re- 
moved by  the  Mesa  Directiva,  with 
the  approval  of  the  local  church. 

(3)  The  duties  and  privileges  of 
an  ordained  pastor  may  be  revoked 
and  removed  only  after  a  hearing 
conducted  by  the  Mesa  Directiva  to 
dismiss  the  person  from  the  minis- 
try, which  vote  to  become  effective, 
must  be  approved  by  the  Assembly. 

i.    Name   the   directors   of  "Testigo 

Fiel." 

j.  Decide  about  buildings  and  the 
direction  and  supervision  of  the 
building  program; 

k.  No  member  in  full  communion 
can  be  dismissed  from  any  chuixrh 
without  the  approval  or  consent  of 
the  Mesa  Directiva; 
1.  The  Mesa  Directiva  shall  per- 
form such  other  duties  as  shall  be 
assigned  by  the  General  Assembly. 

Article  33.  The  Mesa  Directiva  shall 
hold  its  meetings  every  quaiter:  the 
president  or  three  other  members  of 
the  Mesa  Directiva  may  call  a  special 
meeting  accoixling  to  the  necessity  or 
circumstance. 

Article  34.  The  quorum  of  the  Mesa 
Directiva  shall  consist  of  four  mem- 
bers. 

Article  35.  Regardless  of  the  number 
present  at  meetings  of  the  Mesa  Di- 
rectiva. four  votes  will  be  necessary 
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to  iwss  a  vote,  which  could  include 
the  pi-esident"s  veto. 

GENERAL    PLANS    OR    PROJECTS 

Article  36.  All  the  functionaries  such 
as  the  niembers  of  boaitls  and  com- 
mittees and  representatives  named  by 
the  Association  for  any  of  its  boards 
or  committees  should  be  members  in 


full  communion  of  an  affiliated 
church.  A  member  of  the  Mesa  Di- 
rectiva  or  legal  representative  must 
be   over  t\vent>"-two   years   of  age. 

Article  37,  The  administrative  year  of 
the    Association    begins    the    first     of 
September  and  ends   the  31st   of  Au- 
gust of  each  year. 
Article   38.    These     statutes     may    be 


modified  in  any  Assembly  of  the  As- 
sociation by  a  two-thirds  vote.  The 
motive  of  its  modification  should  be 
presented  to  and  accepted  by  a  sim- 
ple majority  of  a  previous  Assembly, 
Any  of  the  articles  may  undergo  a 
modification  with  the  exception  of  ar- 
ticles 4  and  5. 

(THE  END) 
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JESUS'  CONCERN  FOR  HIS  CHI  RCH 

(Continued  from  Page  6) 


Holy  Spirit.  Their  task  was  world  wide  for  they  were 
to  begin  at  Jerusalem  and  go  into  the  uttermost  parts  of 
the  earth  and  the  magnitude  of  it  may  discourage  them, 
so  Jesus  prayed  for  the  church  that  they  might  have  the 
wisdom  to  look  up  and  center  their  vision  on  the  power 
of  God,  and  with  that  power  go  out  to  do  battle  with  the 
powers  of  sin. 

Jesus'  prayer  was  "not  that  thou  shouldest  take  them 
out  of  the  world,  but  that  thou  shouldest  keep  them  from 
the  evil  one."  He  was  asking  for  Divine  restraints  for 
the  protection  of  the  Church.  He  also  taught  the  church 
to  pray  for  Divine  restraint  of  the  evil  one.  In  the  Lord's 
prayer  He  told  them  to  pray  that  they  might  be  "deliv- 
ered from  evil."  Knowing  the  incapacity  of  man  to  coi)e 
with  evil,  He  prayed  that  God  would  protect  and  keep 
them  in  the  world. 

IV. 

Jesus  prayed  for  the  church  that  they  might  glorify  the 
Father.  Man  was  the  crown  of  God's  creation.  When  he 
was  created,  the  Father  said,  "Let  us  make  man  in  our 
image,  after  our  likeness"  .  .  .  "And  God  created  man  in 
his  own  image,  in  the  image  of  God  created  he  him."  He 
was  the  most  intellectual  being  into  which  God  breathed 
His  spirit.  He  was  like  unto  God  until  sin  came  and  de- 
stroyed his  godlikeness.  His  purpose  in  the  creation  of 
man  was  to  glorify  Him.  But  sin  destroyed  that  power 
and  God  opened  another  way  by  which  He  could  bring 
man  back  and  have  the  power  to  glorify  Him.  Man  in  his 
sin  does  not  glorify  God  no  matter  how  important  he  may 
be  in  the  world.  As  long  as  he  is  in  sin  he  is  in  darkness 
and  God  is  light. 

The  church  is  the  light  of  God  in  the  world.  Jesus 
said,  "Ye  are  the  light  of  the  world  .  .  .  Let  your  light 
so  shine  V>efore  men,  that  they  may  see  your  good  works, 
and  glorify  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven." — Matt.  5:14, 
16.  Tha  world  will  never  know  God  except  as  they  are 
brought  to  Him  through  the  church.  It  has  always  been 
God's  method  for  reaching  man  to  use  the  church.  Her 
program  is  .so  big  that  she  could  well  be  busy  every 
moment.  She  should  be  so  busy  that  she  could  not  find 
time  to  quarrel  about  petty  things  and  hinder  the  prog- 
ress of  the  work  of  God.  Yet  with  all  her  faults  the 
church  is  the  stabilizing  influence  in  the  world.  Jesus 
said  she  is  the  salt  of  the  earth,  or  the  presei-ving  ele- 
ment.  When   Je.sus  prayed   for  her  He  was  praying  that 


she   might   always   remain    the    light    and    the    salt    re- 
flecting  God    in    all   purity,    thereby   glorifying   Him. 

Jesus'  concern  for  the  church  is  revealed  in  the  fact 
that  He  provided  for  Divine  leadership  for  her  down 
through  the  ages.  He  said,  "I  will  pray  the  Father,  and 
He  will  give  you  another  Comforter,  that  He  may  abide 
with  you  for  ever;  Even  the  Spirit  of  truth;  whom  the 
world  cannot  receive,  because  it  seeth  him  not,  neither 
knoweth  him:  but  ye  know  him  for  he  dwelleth  in  you. 
I  w'ill  not  leave  you  comfortless:  I  will  come  to  you  .  .  . 
But  the  Comforter,  which  is  the  Holy  Ghost,  whom  the 
Father  will  send  in  my  name,  he  will  teach  you  all 
things,  and  bring  all  things  to  your  remembrance,  what- 
soever I  have  said  unto  you." — John  14:16-18,  26.  "How- 
beit  when  he  the  Spirit  of  truth  is  come,  he  will  guide' 
you  into  all  truth." — John  16:13. 

We  not  only  need  His  abiding  presence,  but  we  need 
to  call  upon  and  appeal  to  His  abiding  presence  for  lead- 
ership in  the  work  of  the  church  of  Christ.  He  was  con- 
cerned about  the  church  and  as  followers  of  Him  we  too 
must  be  concerned  about  it,  for  it  is  the  representative 
of  God  on  the  Earth. 

"This  is  the  Kingdom  in  which  we  work,  and  the  power 
through  which  we  work,  and  the  glory  for  which  wc 
work,"    and    "Who    does    God's   work    gets    God's   pay." 

— Flora,  Indiana. 


FRANKS  (BROOKS).  Mrs.  Alice  (Herrington)  Brooks, 
Franks,  80,  died  August  7,  1953.  Married  to  Francis 
Brooks  in  1891.  Six  children  born  to  this  union,  Mrs. 
H.  L.  Berkshire,  Mrs.  James  Brown,  Mrs.  George  Loucks 
of  Masontown,  Pa.,  and  Charles  Brooks,  of  Detroit,  Mich- 
igan. Her  husband  and  two  children,  Kate  McManis  and 
Francis,  Jr.,  preceded  her  in  death.  Married,  1922,  to 
Howard  Franks,  who  also  preceded  her  in  death. 

For  many  years  a  faithful  and  loyal  member  of  the 
Masontown  .Brethren  Church.  The  undersigned  was  privi- 
leged to  be  her  pastor  for  seven  years.  Services  con- 
ducted in  the  Masontown  Brethren  Church  by  the  under- 
signed. 

Floyd  Sibert. 
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PLEASANT  HILL 

CHURCH 

SPONSORS 

MISSIONARIES 


The  Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio,  Brethren  Church, 
under  the  direction  of  its  Pastor,  Rev.  Floyd 

Sibert  is  sponsoring  the  sending  of  Mr.  and 
Mis.  Dennis  Snell  as  they  begin  their  mis- 
sionary work  in  Mexico. 

The  Snells  are  well  known  to  many  of  the 
liiethren,  as  for  the  past  several  years  they 
have  been  directing  music  for  evangelistic  ser- 
vices, conducting  Bible  conferences  and  doing 
supply  preaching  in   .some  of  our  chuiches. 

Under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Pleasant  Hill 
church,  the  Snells  are  going  to  Acapulco,  Me.x- 
ico.  They  will  serve  in  the  work  of  the  "Aii 
Mail  From  God  Mission,"  which  as  can  be 
gathered  from  the  accompanying  picture,  is 
done  largely  by  air.  Snell  will  pilot  one  of  the 
planes  of  the  Mission  as  it  flies  over  the  rug- 
ged mountain  regions  to  the  isolated  \illages. 
Tile  plane  will  encircle  the  village,  then  fly- 
ing in  low,  they  will  drop  New  Testament  por- 
tion tracts  for  the  villagers. 

A  farewell  service  for  the  Snells  was  held 
'w  ihe  Pleasant  Hill  church  on  November  1st, 
at  which  time  the  missionaries  spoke  at  the 
10:30  service,  and  participated  in  the  Com- 
munion Service  at  the  evening  hour.  The 
Snells  will  drive  through  to  Mex"co  in  a  new 
jeep  station  wagon  which  the  Pleasant  Hill 
Church   helped   them   pui-chase. 
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This       'n'       That 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 

one  to  each  family,  home,  or  address  in  your  church. 
Present  subscriptions  can  be  carried  on  on  a  pro-ratio 
basis  to  expire  at  the  same  time  as  the  entire  list. 

On  100 7r  lists,  the  entire  group  of  subscriptions  is 
handled  as  a  unit;  (each  year  you  send  in  the  revised 
list.)  Send  in  your  list,  with  correct,  complete  names  and 
addresses.  We  will  pro-rate  your  present  subscriptions 
you  are  now  receiving  in  your  church,  and  let  you  know 
the  cost  for  your  first  year. 

For  $1.50  per  year  you  are  putting  your  Church  paper 
into  every  home  of  your  Church.  Your  Brethren  Evange- 
list IS  YOUR  LOWEST  PRICED  ITEM  IN  YOUR 
CHURCH  BUDGET.  To  defray  the  cost  to  your  church. 


make  a  project  out  of  it  for  the  Sunday  School,  several 
Classes,  or  Auxiliaries,  or  even  take  up  a  special  offer- 
ing some  Sunday  morning. 

AND  BY  THE  WAY:  A  note  to  individual  subscribers. 

There's  no  reason  for  your  subscription  to  lapse.  Yet 
every  month  it  is  necessary  to  "pull"  a  number  of  ad- 
dress stencils  from  our  files  because  the  subscriber  has 
not  renewed.  Postal  regulations  will  not  permit  us  to  mail 
copies  of  The  Evangelist  after  the  exipration  date.  Most 
of  the  names  we  "pull"  ai-e  put  back  in  a  few  weeks  later 
as  the  subscriber  discovers  he  or  she  is  not  getting  the 
paper,  and  then  sends  in  money  for  renewal. 

You  can  save  us  this  work,  and  avoid  the  possibility  of 
missing  any  copies  of  The  Evangelist  by  sending  yv»ur 
renewal  notice  back  to  us  as  soon  as  you  get  ir.  NOTICES 
ARE  MAILED  TO  SUBSCRIBERS  FIVE  TO  SIX 
WEEKS  PRIOR  TO  EXPIRATION  DATF-.  This  should 
allow  ample  time  for  your  i-enewal. 
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Topic  for  l>ecember   13,   1953 

(iOI)   WITH    IS— ALWAYS 

Scripture  KeadinR:  Psalm  139:7-12 

THIS  GREAT  PSALM  is  in  two  parts.  The  first  part 
includes  verses  1-18  and  deals  with  the  attributes  of 
God.  The  second  part  is  made  up  of  verses  19-24,  and  is 
concerned  with  the  activity  of  God.  Our  lesson  this  eve- 
ning is  taken  out  of  the  middle  of  the  first  section  of  this 
Psalm.  Verses  1-6  deal  with  the  omniscience  of  God.  "0 
Lord,  thou  hast  searched  me,  and  known  me."  It  is  a 
comforting  thing  to  know  that  God  not  only  knows  all 
things,  but  that  He  also  knows  me.  He  knows  my  path 
and  my  running,  my  pallet  and  my  resting.  This  brings 
awe,  but  also  joy.  "Thou  God  seest  me"  is  a  comfort  when 
we  are  doing  right. 

Vei-ses  13-18  deal  with  the  omnipotence  of  God.  Not 
merely  that  God  is  all-powerful  but  that  He  controls  me. 
He  exercises  His  power  and  wisdom  in  my  behalf  and 
they  are  at  my  disposal.  Our  lesson  deals  with  another  of 
the  great  attributes  of  God — His  Omnipresence.  Let  us 
consider  this  thought  under  the  following  points: 

I.  GOD  LS  WITH   IS  WHEN  WE  DO  THAT  WHICH 

IS  WRUNG. 

"Whither  shall  I  flee  from  thy  spirit?" 

Wlien  Adam  and  Eve  committed  the  first  sin  in  the 
Garden  of  Eden,  they  thought  that  they  could  cover  up 
their  sin  by  sewing  together  fig  leaves  for  a  garment  and 
by  hiding  from  God.  Adam  and  Eve  did  not  realize  that 
God  was  there  in  the  garden  when  they  sinned,  for  God 
is  ever>'where.  Has  it  not  been  true  that  men  have  been 
tr\ing  to  hide  from  God  ever  since  that  day  and  have 
failed?  We  are  still  tr>'ing  to  cover  up  our  .short-comings, 
but  the  WTiter  of  Proverbs  found  a  great  truth  when  he 
said,  "Be  sure  your  sin  will  find  you  out." 

Ahab  thought  that  he  could  tell  lies  and  commit  mur- 
der in  order  to  steal  the  \ineyard  that  belonged  to 
Naboth,  but  God  found  him  through  the  prophet.  One  is 
not  surprised  to  read  a  little  later  on  in  the  story  that 
the  dogs  licked  up  the  blood  of  the  King  at  the  same 
spot  that  they  licked  up  the  blood  of  innocent  Naboth. 
Jonah  is  another  classic  example  of  trying  to  run  away 
from  God.  He  too  failed. 

II.  GOD  IS  WITH  US  WHEN  WE  ARE  DLSCOLR- 
-VGED.  Elijah  the  prophet  had  won  a  notable  victory  over 
the  forces  of  Baal  yet  it  seemed  that  the  people  were  not 
willing  to  follow  up  on  his  great  victory.  In  despair  he 
went  out  to  Mount  Carmel  and  prayed  to  God  that  He 
would  take  him  out  of  this  world.  There  was  no  one  in 
Israel  that  was  as  faithful  as  he  ought  to  be.  You  re- 
member the  message  that  Go<i  gave  the  prophet — there 
were  thousands  who  had  never  bowed  the  knee  to  Baal. 
Then  God  gave  his  weary  prophet  food,  rest,  and  a  new 
message  and  sent  him  once  again  with  thf  me.s.sage  of  a 


prophet.  Remember  when  you  are  discouraged,  that  God  is 
by  your  side.  He  is  waiting  for  you  to  call  upon  Him. 

in.  GOD  IS  WITH  US  WHEN  WE  ARE  IN    TROU- 

BLEL  When  Jesus  was  leaving  His  disciples,  He  gave 
them  the  great  commission  to  preach  the  gospel  in  all  the 
world  and  to  make  disciples  of  all  men.  To  encourage 
them  in  their  work,  our  Lord  promised,  "And  Lo,  I  am 
with  you  always  unto  the  end  of  the  world."  The  result 
was  that  the  disciples  were  always  getting  into  trouble 
with  the  worldly  rulers  of  their  day,  but  they  were  su- 
premely happy  for  they  knew  that  their  Lord  was  with 
them. 

Read  again  the  thrilling  stories  of  the  Old  Testament 
and  you  will  find  that  God  never  deserted  His  followers 
when  they  got  into  trouble  for  Him.  Daniel  lefused  to  eat 
the  food  that  was  set  before  him  and  proved  to  be  a 
better  man  physically,  mentally,  and  spiritually.  When 
he  refused  to  bow  down  and  worship  the  golden  image 
and  was  cast  into  the  lions'  den,  God  went  with  him.  The 
three  Hebrew  children  were  thrown  into  the  fiery  furnace 
and  there  was  a  fourth  person  who  went  with  them — one 
like  unto  the  Son  of  Man. 

IV.  GOD  IS  WITH    US  WHEN    WE    NEED    HELP. 

Jesus  taught  His  disciples  that  when  they  were  taken  into 
court  to  defend  themselves  for  preaching  the  gospel  that 
they  were  to  take  no  thought  of  what  they  were  going  to 
say  before  they  stood  up  to  speak  because  He  would  give 
them  the  right  words  when  the  time  came  to  speak.  Have 
you  had  similar  experiences  of  God's  help  just  when  you 
needed  Him  most  ? 

This  story  is  told  of  a  famous  surgeon.  One  day  he 
was  invited  to  operate  before  a  group  of  distinguished 
doctors.  Afterwards  one  of  them  expressed  his  admira- 
tion and  surprise  that  the  surgeon  could  do  his  work  so 
calmly  and  well,  undisturbed  by  the  onlookers.  "When  I 
operate,"  he  said,  "there  are  just  three  people  in  the  the- 
atre— the  patient  and  myself."  "But  that  is  only  two," 
said  the  other.  "Who  is  the  third?"  "God"  was  the  reply. 

V.  GOD  IS  WITH  US  ALWAYS  IN  THE  HOUR  OF 
TEMPTATION.  The  .Bible  tells  us  that  Christ  was 
tempted  in  all  points  as  we  are  tempted  and  therefore 
He  is  able  to  help  us  in  any  temptation  that  may  come 
our  way.  It  is  a  wonderful  thing  to  know  that  when  life 
becomes  hard  and  difficult  and  the  storm  becomes  more 
than  we  can  bear  alone  that  we  have  someone  who  wants 
to  help  us  thi'ough  our  difficulties. 

VL  GOD  IS  ALWAYS  WITH  US  IN  THE  HOUR  OF 
DEATH  AND  GRIEF.  This  great  fact  is  at  the  very 
heart  of  our  Christian  faith.  We  know  that  Christ  has 
gone  to  prepare  a  place  for  us  that  where  He  is  we  may 
be  also.  'Wherefore,"  the  Apostle  Paul  exhorts  us,  "com- 
fort one  another  with  these  words." 

As  We  think  back  through  our  experiences,  we  w.ll 
find  that  God  has  never  deserted  us.  We  have  always 
been  able  to  count  on  Him. 

"Although    I    can    not    touch    His   hand 

Oi-  look  upon  Him  here, 
I  worship  God,  and  in  my  soul 

I  feel  that  He  is  near. 

He  calls  me  in  the  moniing  when 
The  sun  is  in  the  sky; 
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He   walks   beside   me   through    the   day 
While  clouds  are  rolling'  by. 

"He  whispers  in  the  sunset 

And  the  silver  of  a  star, 
And  comforts   me  in   all   my    thoughts, 

No  matter  what  they  are. 

"In  trial  and  in  sorrow, 

And  in  every  joy  and  dream 
He  is  my  hope  eternal 

And  my  confidence  supreme. 

"And  every  day  I  pray  that  I 

May  give  the  best  in  me 
To  honor  and  in  every  way 

To  sei-ve  Him  faithfully." 

— James  J.   Metcalfo, 
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AFTERWARD 

I  pi-ayed  for  peace, 
But  all  around  was  turmoil,  strife,  and  care; 

I  sought  release 
In  vain.  I  could  not  find  it  anywhere. 

I  asked  for  strength, 
When   sickness   laid    its    hand    upon    my    brow; 

Until  at  length 
I    questioned   why   this   weakness   came  just   now. 

I  sought  for  light, 
But   threatening  clouds   bedimmed   the   sky   so  fair; 

I  pled  for  sight. 
But  darkness,   gloom,   and   night  were  everywhere. 

But  in  the  night 
I   learned  to  pray,  "Thy  will,  not  mine,  be  done"; 

Then  dazzling  light 
Burst  forth  in  rays  that  'most  outshone  the  sun. 

A  perfect  peace 
Stole  quickly  o'er  my  troubled,  restless  life; 

I  found  release — 
No  longer  battled  I  with  care  and  strife. 

I  found  new  strength. 
For  days  of  pain  their  lessons  rare  had  taught; 

And  I  at  length 
Leai-ned  why  each  day  with  trials  new  was  fraught. 

But  not  until 
Submissively   I    prayed,   "Thy   will,   0   Lord," 

Did  He  reveal 
The  blessing  and  the  joy  of  AFTERWARD. 

Heb.  12:11. 

— Gladys   Brynelson. 


PAUL  leaves  us  a  clear-cut  teHtimony  an  to  God's  "af- 
terward" (2  Cor.  12:9,  10).  All  our  triaJH,  afflictions, 
reverses  "work  for  uh"  a  wonderful  "afterward"  (2  Cor. 
4:17).  We  need  not  fail  in  the  nchool  of  Hufferinj?  (1 
Cor.  10:13),  which  in  really  a  great  Kchool  of  opjK^rtunity 
(2  Cor.  9:8).  In  thi.s  Rchool  we  learn  how  to  get  p*?ac«r 
and  strength  from  the  Lord  (Psalm  119:l'io;.  Here  wf 
learn  a  comfort  that  we  can  Bhare  with  others  (2  Or. 
1:3-5.  We  enter  this  .school  "Ixjund"  but  the  fire  burnu 
off  our  bonds,  and  we  are  enabled  to  "walk"  with  the  Son 
of  God  (Daniel  3:23-25). 

To  see  the  "aftei-ward"  of  suffering  is  for  Buffering  to 
lose  its  sting  (Romans  8:17;  John  12:23;  17:1;  Luk» 
24:26).  Suffering  may  be  the  chariot  of  fire  that  sweeps 
us  into  the  eternal  kingdom  with  an  abundant  entrance 
(Acts  14:22).  If  one  niu.^t  suffer,  let  him  suffer  th< 
right  way  which  leads  to  gloi-y  as  in  the  case  of  our  suf- 
fering Saviour  (1  Peter  1:11).  Christ's  "decease"  was  a 
foretaste  of  "His  glory"  (Luke  9:31,  32).  The  price  of 
His  "joy"  was  suffering  (Heb.  12:2).  It  is  the  .slain 
Lamb  that  is  exalted  in  Heaven  (Rev.  .^:11-13).  Present 
suffering  as  well  as  the  coming  resurrectNin  is  to  help  us 
become  "conformed  to  the  itnage  of  His  Son"  (Romans 
8:28,  29). 

Peter  gives  us  a  long-range  view  of  suffering  ( 1  Peter 
1:13;  5:1).  While  facing  the  immediate  let  us  not  forget 
the  remote  (2  Tim.  2:12;  Romans  8:17,  18).  Let  us  suffer 
as  God  would  have  us  suffer  (Heb.  2:9;  Rev.  2:10;  3:21). 
The  suffering  martyrs  brought  the  glory  down  to  earth 
(Acts  7:55,  56).  Even  their  murderers  saw  it  (Acts  6:15) 
May  we  die  to  self  that  the  life  of  Jesus  may  be  manifest 
in  our  body  (Phil.  3:10;  2  Cor.  4:10). 


MI/I'^X^^ 


Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vanator 

Lesson  for  December  13,  19.t3 

GOD  THE  FATHER  OF  ALL 

Lesson:    Acts    10:9-l.i.    2.5-28.    34-3.i.    44-4."> 

HIGLEY'S  COMMENTARY  gives  as  the  "Centnil 
Ti-uth"  of  this  lesson  the  following:  "All  men,  re- 
gardless of  race  or  person,  may  become  the  children  of 
God  by  being  cleansed  from  sin."  Please  note  that  the 
last  five  words  are  essential  to  this  statement.  To  place 
a  period  ;ifter  the  word  "God"  would  make  the  statement 
untrue.  The  idea  which  has  developed  that  all  men  the 
world  over  are  brothers  regardless  of  race,  philosophy  or 
i-eligion,  surely  goes  absolutely  against  the  Gospel  which 
Jesus  both  preached  and  taught  when  He  walked  upon 
this  earth,  for  He  made  a  definite  dictinction  between 
those  who  accepted  Him  and  those  who  ivjected  Him. 
His  statement  to  the  hypocritical  Pharisoos,  "Ye  are  of 
your  father  the  devil."  definitely  draws  the  line  of  de- 
markation. 

It    is   quite   true   that   all   men    are  God's  creation,  but 
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through  sin  thoy  btvame  unworthy  of  His  lovo  and  care 
and  disowned  Him  as  their  Father.  Pleiijse  note  that  He 
did  not  disown  them,  they  disowned  Him.  Turn  again  to 
the  story  of  the  Prodigral  Son  as  told  by  Jesus  Himself. 
and  note  the  process  tlirou.cli  which  the  son  withdrew 
himself  fivm  his  father's  home  and  shelter  and  also  note 
the  necessity  of  h  s  returning  to  the  father's  housO  a  re- 
pentant individual.  While  he  was  away  from  the  father 
he  was  still  loved  by  the  father  and  longed  for,  but  he 
had  to  i-einstate  himself  with  the  father  before  he  was 
ag:un  a  true  son.  HE  HAD  TO  RETURN  OF  HIS  OWN 
ACCORD.  Had  he  decided  to  remain  away,  he  wouKi  not 
have  received  the  welcome  in  his  father's  house.  He 
would  have  had  to  pay  the  penalty. 

But  let  us  remember  that  the- desire  of  Jesus  was  and 
is  that  all  men  should  turn  to  Him  and  beconie  real  sons 
of  the  Father.  The  Word  says,  "It  is  not  the  Father's 
pleasure  that  any  should  perish,"  and  Jesus  said,  "I  am 
come  that  ye  might  have  life  and  have  it  more  abundant- 
ly." Therefore  this  lesson  should  make  us  think  deeply 
once  more  on  our  responsib'lity  to  spread  the  Gospel  over 
the  "Whole  world."  Here  is  a  definite  appeal  for  new  and 
stepped-up  missionary  endeavor.. 

In  these  eight  months  since  the  writer  has  been  living 
in  "The  deep  south"  he  has -tome  to  a  better  understand- 
ing of  just  what  "race  prejudice"  can  mean.  For  here 
there  is  a  very  definite  demarkation  between  the  "white 
race"  and  the  "colored  )-ace."  Each  have  their  own  schools 
and  churches;  there  is  no  intermingling  of  the  laces,  ex- 
cept as  work  brings  them  together.  The  bathng  beaches 
are  closed  to  the  colored  people.  But  we  are  glad  to  say 
that  there  seems  to  be  a  slight  bieaking  down  of  the 
real  prejudice  which  stands  so  definitely  between  these 
il3Qples.  The  activity  in  military  circl-es  seems  to  be 
greatly   responsible   for   this   attitude   of   reversal. 

Paul  leminds  us  that  we  are  all  saved  by  ONE  LORD. 
He  says,  "For  there  is  no  difference  between  the  Jew 
and  ttie  Gentle:  for  the  same  Lord  over  all  is  rich  unto 
all  that  call  upon  him.  For  whosoever  shall  call  u))on  the 
name  of  the  Lord  shall  be  saved."  It  is  in  that  "Whoso- 
ever" and  the  act  of  "calling  .upon  't-hi8'n.LQrd"irthat  spells 
the  difference  between  the  Fatherhood  of  Go4  and  the 
Christian  Brotherhood  of  Man. 
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WEST    ALEXANDRIA,    OHIO 

It'.s  been  a  long  time,  I  know, •  since  you  have  heard 
from  our  church  here  at  West  Alexandria,  so  I'll  try  to 
bring  things  up  to  date.  To  do  this,  let'*  flip  back  the 
page.s  on  the  calendai  to  last  June. 

Rev.  H.  R.  Garland  and  his  family  moved  back  to  fhe 


West  Alex  parsonage  on  June  1.1th,  and  he  immediately 
took  up  his  duties  as  pastor  of  our  church.  He  returned 
to  this  pastorate  following  two  years  service  for  the  Lord 
at  Jones  JMills,  Penna.  While  on  the  subject  of  Pemisyl- 
vania,  he  recently  conducted  a  ten  day  revival  in  Trent, 
Penna.  Visible  results  at  the  service  were  three  first  time 
confessions  and  three  reconsecrations.  Rev.  Garland  had 
been  supply  pastor  at  the  Trent  church  before  returning 
to  Ohio  this  past  June. 

The  young  people,  Brethren  Crusaders  for  Christ,  have 
reorganized  and  meet  bi-monthly  at  the  church.  An  aver- 
age of  fourteen  young  folks  attend  the  meetings  and  for 
a  new  group,  I'd  say  that  is  something  to  be  proud  of. 

Another  "pride  and  joy"  of  the  church  is  the  young 
people's  choir  which  Rev.  Garland  has  formed.  Usually 
eighteen  young  folks  are  in  that  choir  each  Sunday 
morning. 

The  W.  M.  S.  meet  the  first  Tuesday  evening  of  each 
month.  Happy  to  say  our  church  was  represeted  by  eigh- 
teen ladies  at  the  W.  M.  S.  Rally  held  in  Gratis  on  Oct. 
21st. 

Now,  before  we  say  Adios  for  this  time,  I  want  to  give 
you  our  attendance  averages.  For  Sunday  School  we  aver- 
age 70;  Worship  Sei-vice,  65;  Sunday  Evening,  35  and 
Thursday  evening  Prayer  Service,  20.  On  our  Rally  Day, 
October  25th,  ninety-eight  attended  Sunday  School.  Most 
of  these  stayed,  and  still  more  folks  came  in  for  the 
Worship  Service.  So  our  small  church  was  w^ell  filled;  now 
to  just  keep  it  that  way. 

Well,  that's  the  story  from  Alexandria.  However,  you 
will  be  hearing  from  us  again  real  soon,  as  we  hope  and 
pray  we  will  be  able  to  give  you  a  good  report  on  our 
10  day  revival  services  beginning  November  2nd,  with 
Rev.  John   Byler,  of  New  Lebanon,  conducting. 

Betty  Jo  Goad,  Corres.   Sec. 

BURLINGTON,    INDIANA 

During  the  month  of  October  the  Burlington  Brethren ' 
church  has  enjoyed  several  special  events. 

On  October  8th,  the  District  Rally  of  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  was  held  in  our  church.  The  princi- 
pal vspeaker  was  Jane  Byler,  missionary  on  furlough  from 
South  America. 

From  October  11th  to  25th,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  L.  O.  Mo- 
Cartneysmith  were  with  us  in  an  evangelistic  campaign. 
The  messages  which  they  brought  in  sermon  and  in  music 
have  been  an  inspiration  and  spiritual  blessing  to  all  who 
heard.  As  a  visible  result,  there  were  ten  confessions 
and  eight  baptisms.  There  were  ,1,478  chapters  read  in  the 
Bible   reading  contest  directed   by  Mrs.   McCartneysmith. 

Baptismal  sei-vices  preceded  the  communion  service  on 
the  evening  of  October  26th.  Seventy  members  partici- 
pated in  the  communion  service.  Our  pastor.  Rev.  Myron 
Dodds,  officiated. 

On  October  25th  our  church  obsei-ved  its  annual  Home- 
coming. The  forenoon  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  Mc- 
Cartneysmith. At  the  noon  hour  a  carry-in  dinner  was 
served.  The  afternoon  speaker  was  Rev.  Frank  Rodkey,  of 
Delphi,  Indiana,   He  presented  to  us  a  stirring  challenge 
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:or  deeper  spiritual  living.  Special  music  was  enjoyed  on 
3oth  forenoon  and  afternoon  programs. 

In  November  of  each  year-  our  Woman'.s  Missionary 
Society  holds  its  monthly  meeting  at  the  Flora  .Hrcthi-en's 
lome.  A  carry-ii)  dinner  is  served  to  ail  and  a  spcci;il 
program  is  given  in  the  afternoon.  It  is  a  day  the  older 
{)eople  enjoy,  and  the  women  of  the  church  are  looking 
forward  to  it  again  this  year. 

The  sei-vices  of  Rev.  and  Mis.  Dodds  during  the  past 
year  have  been  much  appreciated,  and  we  are  happy  to 
fiave  them  continue  in  their  pastoral  work  in  this  church. 

Mrs.  Verne   Wise,  Cor.   Sec. 

::    GLENFORD,  OHK)      '  ' 

November  1st,  was  a  red  letter  day  at  the  Glenford, 
Ohio,  Brethren  Church!  The  day  had  been  set  aside  as 
the  time  for  Homecoming  Day  and  Rededication  Day  and 
the  double  occasion  was  greatly  enjoyed  by  all  who  at- 
tended. This  being  the  first  Homecoming  Day  at  the 
church  for  a  good  many  years,  it  was  an  occasion  for  a 
real  reunion  of  former  and  present  members  and  friends 
of  this  small  south-central  Ohio  church.  Invitations  and 
reminders  had  been  sent  to  all  who  might  possibly  be  in- 
terested in  this  service — and  the  folks  who  received  these 
invitations  apparently  made  it  a  point  to  be  present.  On 
Sunday  morning  the  attendance  at  the  worship  sei'vice 
was  about  one  hundred — the  largest  group  to  attend  a 
regular  worship  service  in  the  Glenford  Church  for  many 
years.  A  number  of  former  members  were  in  attendance 
as  were  also  a  goodly  number  of  folks  who  still  hold 
their  membership  in  the  church  but  who  are  at  present 
too  far  removed  from  the  church  to  attend  regularly.  It 
was  a  real  occasion  of  Christian  fellowship.  Following  the 
morning  sei-vice  a  fellowship  dinner  was  held  in  the 
church  basement  at  which  time  the  brethren  had  oppor- 
tunity to  talk  over  old  times  and  to  renew  acquaintances 
with  some  of  the  former  members.  Much  credit  is  due 
the  ladies  of  the  church  for  their  part  in  making  this  por- 
tion of  the  day's  program  so  successful. 

Following  the  felloM'Ship  period  we  again  assembled  in 
the  sanctuary  of  the  church  for  the  sei'vice  of  rededica- 
tion. Within  the  past  month  the  entire  interior  of  the 
church  has  been  redecorated  giving  it  the  appearance  of 
a  new  building.  The  service  was  not  only  a  dedicatory 
program  for  the  building,  however;  but  was  also  a  chal- 
lenge to  those  gathered  together  to  rededicate  their  lives 
to  the  Lord  Jesus  and  the  work  to  which  He  has  called 
us.  The  offering  which  was  lifted  at  this  service  was  to 
be  applied  to  the  cost  of  the  work  of  redecoration — and 
at  the  close  of  the  service  it  was  announced  that  the  of- 
fering had  more  than  met  the  needed  amount.  Also  at 
this  afternoon  program  recognition  was  given  to  the 
oldest  member  of  the  congregation  present;  the  member 
having  the  largest  number  of  descendants  present;  the 
person  travelling  the  greatest  distance  to  be  present  for 
the  sei-vice;  and  the  person  who  had  belonged  to  the 
church  for  the  longest  period  of  time.  Concerning  the  last 
of  these,  it  was  quite  significant  to  discover  that  there 
were  present  at  the  service  nine  charter  members  of  the 
Glenford  Church,  and  of  these  several  could  go  back  be- 
yond that  date — for  they  had  been   members  of  the   old 


lierachah   Church   which    in   later  yearn  mf;r|f<;<l  with   the 
j)reH(;nt  congregation. 

'rh(;  Hpecial  music  for  both  of  thf;  Her\'icfcH  wa»  fur- 
nished by  local  talent.  InHtrumentai  numbeni  w»;rf!  played 
by  three  of  our  young  people  on  the  trumpet,  flute  and 
clarinet;  vocal  nurnbfirs  wen-  prewented  by  th<;  church'* 
mixf;d  quartet  and  the  children'.s  choir;  and  la.st,  but  cer- 
tainly not  least,  was  the  congregational  Hinging.  It  would 
have  warmed  the  heart  of  any  lover  of  good  Go«pel  Kinjf- 
ing  to  have  heard  the  .singing  of  the  brethren  at  the»e 
services;  and  paiticulaily  as  the  walls  of  the  building  al- 
most vibrated  from  the  spirited  singing  of  th»'  invitation 
hymn,  "Saved  by  Grace." 

A  number  of  the  folks  expres.sed  the  hope  that  thin 
might  be  the  beginning  of  a  new  day  for  the  Glenford 
Church,  and  toward  this  end  the  prayers  of  the  brother- 
hood are  requested. 

Prof.    Hcniy    I'.ates,   Pa.stt»r. 

SMITH VILLE.  OHIO 

A  beautiful  set  of  chimes  was  pre.sented  to  the  church 
by  the  Hartzler  family  in  memory  of  Mr.  Fi-ank  Haitzler. 
They  are  appreciated  by  all  in  the  way  they  add  to  the 
sacredness  of  the  worship  hour. 

On  improvements  in  our  church,  the  Laymen  went  to 
work  and  made  a  much  needed  parking  lot  along  .side  the 
church.  Where  work  is  usually  done  with  mechanical 
equipment,  much  of  it  was  done  with  the  hands  of  our 
men,  who  as  always,  when  there  is  work  to  be  done. 
gather  together  in  a  work  session  and  get  it  done. 

Also  for  our  church  kitchen,  a  much  needed  sink  was 
purchased  at  a  bargain  price  from  a  nearby  school  cafe- 
teria by  the  W.  M.  S.  It  is  made  of  stainless  steel.  Cup- 
boards have  been  built  around  it. 

A  beautiful  painting,  "His  Presence,"  by  Warner  Sail- 
man,  was  presented  to  the  church  by  one  of  our  faithful 
members,  Mrs.  Maude  Rutt,  in  memory  of  her  mother.  I 
can  only  say,  each  and  every  one  of  you  are  invited  to 
our  church  to  see  it,  as  then  only  can  its  beauty  be  ap- 
preciated. Illuminated  during  our  worship  senMce,  it 
draws  eyes  magnetically  to  it,  and  tmiy  His  Presence 
can  be  felt. 

We  boast  an  attendance  of  208  for  Rally  Day  Servi- 
ces, with  an  offering  of  over  S118.00  which  is  set  aside 
for  the  Ashland  College  Scholai-ship  Fund.  For  Fall 
communion  services  on  October  4th.  125  members  gath- 
ered to  partake  of  the  love  feast. 

On  October  18th  we  were  honored  with  a  Saci^  Song 
Recital  by  the  talented  Welsh  Baritone,  Oswald  Johns. 
The  hymns  he  selected  were  well-kno^^•n  favorites.  We 
were  happy  to  welcome  members  fi-om  all  the  churches 
of  the  community  at  that  service. 

I  am  happy  to  report  that  Rev.  and  Mi's.  Robert  Hoff- 
man have  become  very  dear  to  us  all  since  their  arrival 
on  March  1st.  Tliey  were  blessed  with  their  fii-st  child,  a 

son.  this  fall. 

Four  new  members,  by  baptism,  have  been  added  t'-> 
the  church   since   the  coming  of  the   HolTmans. 

Mrs    F.  \'.  Weber.  Corr.  Sec'y. 
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LEMON'S   BIBLE   GAME 

12  different  Bible  games  can  be  played  from 
this  one  set  of  120  cards.  The  following  games 
can     be     played: 


Bible  Quiz 

Bible  Heroes 

Bible  Cities 

Bible  Fauna 

Bible  Books 

Bible  Heroines 


Bible  Treasures 
Bible   Groupings 
Bible  Puzzles 
Bible    Countries 
Bible  Flora 
Kings  and  Chronicles 

Boxed,  $1.00 


BIBLE  BOYS 

An  intriguing  question  and  answer  game  con- 
cerning boys  of  the  Bible.  13  books,  4  cards 
on  the  life  of  each  boy  in  a  book.     Boxed,  60(! 

BIBLE    AUTHORS 

An  interesting  game  enabling  those  who  play 
to  learn  the  books  of  the  Bible.  May  be  played 
by  2  or  more  persons,  played  similar  to  the 
popular   game   of   Authors.  Boxed,    60(,^ 


WHO  AM  I? 

Clever  and  instructive  Bible  quizzes.  Excellent 
for  small  or  large  groups.  The  quiz  consists  of 
50  cards  describing  characters  in  the  Bible. 

Boxed,  60<t 

VERSE  RIDDLES  FROM  THE  BIBLE 

A  quiz  game  to  familiarize  players  with 
characters   and   outstanding  events  in   the  Bible. 

Tliis  interesting  game  can  be  used  with  a 
great  deal  of  success  by  a  group  of  children, 
a  party  of  young  people,  or  by  some  Sunday 
school    or    church    group   gathering. 

For  large  and  small  groups.  Boxed,  60(J 

"WHAT  AM  I?"  BIBLE  GAME 
By  B.  DeFrees   Brien 

A  fascinating  quiz  game  for  young  and  old. 
New  and  different.  Everj'one  will  enjoy  playing 
this    instructive    and    appealing   game. 

Boxed,   60(f 

(add    15^    per   game   for   postage    and    packing) 

Trav-E-Log  Bible  Games 

Atlractive    Bible    Games 
ior    the    Home    and    Partie* 

By    "Uncle    Jim"    Turnbull 

TEAV-E-LOG  OF  CHRIST 

Contains  beautifully  colored  playing  board, 
portraying  vividly  the  events  in  Christ's  life, 
300  Gospel  quiz  slips,  4  pawns,  and  directions. 

Regular  Edition,   50^ 
Deluxe  Edition   (On  heavy  playing  board)  $1.00 

JUNIOR  TRAVELOG  OF  CHRIST 

(A  Game  for  Boys  and  Girls) 
Same  as  Trav-E-Log  of  Christ — simplified  for 
boys   and   girls.  35^ 

BIBLE    TRAVELOG 

Similar  to  Trav-E-Log  of  Christ,  making  the 
Old    Testament    interesting    and    understandable. 

Regular  Edition,  50(f 
Deluxe  Edition,  $1.00 

JUNIOR  BIBLE  TRAV-E-LOG 

(A  Game  for  Boys  and  Girls) 
Same  as  Bible  Trav-E-Log — simplified  for  boys 
and   girls.  35(? 

(add    iryc   per   game   for    poitage   «nd    packing) 


Order  from  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company 


524  College   Ave.,   Ashland,   Ohio. 
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J€g  Dailg  Prager 

If  I  can  do  some  good  today, 
If  I  can  sei^ve  along  life's  way, 
If  I  can  something  helpful  say, 
Lord,  show  me  how. 


If  I  can  right  a  human  wrong, 
If  I  can  help  to  make  one  strong, 
If  I  can  cheer  with  smile  or    song, 
Lord,  show  me  how. 

If  I  can  aid  one  in  distress. 
If  I  can  make  a  burden  less, 
If  I  can  spread  more  happiness. 
Lord,  show  me  how. 

If  I  can  do  a  kindly  deed, 
If  I  can  help  someone  in  need, 
If  I  can  sow  a  f niitful  seed. 
Lord,  show  me  how. 

If  I  can  feed  a  hungry  heart. 
If  I  can  give  a  better  start. 
If  I  can  fill  a  nobler  part. 
Lord,  show  me  how. 
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MRS.  E.  L  MILLER 

We  have  received  word  of  the  passing  of  Mrs.  E.  L. 
.Miller.  Mrs.  Miller,  wife  of  Brother  Ed  Miller,  Pastor  of 
our  Church  at  .Maurertown,  Virginia,  had  been  seiously 
ill  for  some  time.  Sister  Miller's  death  occurred  at  5:'^0 
A.  M.,  on  November  .30th.  Services  were  held  in  Maurer- 
town the  Wednesday  following  her  death.  Let  us  lift  our 
prayers  for  comfort  and  consolation  in  behalf  of  "Brother 
Ed,"  assured  of  the  reality  of  life  everlasting  in  the  pres- 
ence of  Christ,  our  I^ord. 


hems  of  general  Interest 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  Brother  J.  Ray  Klingensmith 
was  guest  speaker  at  the  Union  Thanksgiving  service, 
held  in  the  Ryland  Methodist  Church,  Washington,  on 
Thanksgiving  Day  morning. 

ST.  .JAMES,  MARYLAND.  Brother  Freeman  Ankrum 
reports  the  baptism   of  five  on  Novembei-  22nd. 

WAYNESBORO,  PENNA.  WAYNE  HEIGHTS 
BRETHREN.  Brother  N.  V.  Leatherman  informs  us  that 
their  Junior  girls  of  the  church  appeared  in  a  program 
over  the  Chambersburg  Television  station  on  November 
17th. 


MASONTOWN,  PENNA.  An  attendance  of  9(5  at  the 
recent  communion  service  is  reported  by  Brother  Willia 
Keeling. 

PITTSBURGH,  PENNA.  Brother  Ralph  Mills  conduct* 
baptismal  services  on   Sunday  afternoon,  November  29t 

Brother  Mills  also  reports  a  very  fine  attendance  at  tl 
rcopnt  Service  in  which  the  Mission  Study  book  was  r 
viewed.  He  also  reports  that  Brother  Charles  JVIuns( 
brought  a  fine  inspirational  message  at  their  Thanksgi' 
ing  service. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO.  GARBER  MEMORIAL  .BRETI 
REN.  The  Intermediate  Class  presented  a  special  Thank 
giving  Play  in  the  church  the  Wednesday  evening  befoi 
Thanksgiving. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO.  PARK  STREET  BRETHREN.  TI 
Junior  Brethren  Youth  Crusaders  had  charge  of  the  Ev( 
ning  Worship  Service  on  November  29th.  They  conduct* 
the  worship  program  and  presented  a  film. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO.  The  Editor  of  Publications  wii 
guest  speaker  at  the  Union  Thanksgiving  Service,  spor 
sored  by  the  Ashland  City  Ministerial  Association,  an 
held  Thanksgiving  Eve  in  the  First  Church  of  the  Bretl 
ren. 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  Brother  William  S.  Crick  brought  th 
morning  message  in  the  West  Alexandria  Church  on  No 
vember  29th,  while  the  West  Alexandria  pastor,  Brothe 
Harold  Garland  was  preaching  in  Brother  Cinck's  Churcl 
in  the  Revival  Campaign  which  was  being  held  in  Gratii 

PERU,  INDIANA.  The  W.  M.  S.  Mission  Study  wa 
held  the  evening  of  November  28th,  with  the  Loree  W 
M.  S.  as  guests. 

Eight  new  members  were  received  into  the  church  oj 
November  22nd. 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  The  South  Side  Union  Thanks 
giving  service  was  held  in  the  Elkhart  church  the  Wed 
nesday  evening  before  Thanksgiving. 

Brother  R.  K.  Higgins  reports  an  attendance  of  19( 
at  their  recent  Communion  service.  The  service  was  als( 
taken  to  10  Shut-ins,  making  a  total  of  204  who  receive( 
the  Communion. 

TEEGARDEN,  INDIANA.  A  new  cement  floor  for  th( 
entire  basement  has  been  laid  recently.  A  new  sign  ha; 
been  erected  on  the  church  above  the  door.  The  exterio; 
of  the  church  was  given  a  new  coat  of  paint  this  summer 

ROANN,  INDIANA.  The  Mission  Playlet,  "The  Wh; 
of  Home  Missions"  was  presented  Sunday  morning,  No 
vembej-  22nd. 

WARSAW,  INDIANA.  Brother  Robert  Holsingei 
was  the  guest  speaker  at  the  Union  Thanksgiving  Ser 
vice  held  in  the  Methodist  Church  of  Warsaw  on  Thanks 
giving  Day. 

The  Warsaw  church  was  host  to  the  United  Council  oi 
Church  Women  at  a  breakfast  on  December  4th.  Homei 
Summett,  an  Indianapolis  Bowery  worker,  was  th( 
speaker. 

COUNTY  LINE,  INDIANA.  A  very  fine  revival  meet 
ing  is  reported   by   the  Pastor,   Brother  Herbert  Gilmer 

((Continued  on  Page  10) 
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^nnd   hi^    i  aught    ikem,   Saying,  — 


?? 


THESE  WORDS  FROM  Matthew  5:2,  reveal  Christ  as 
the  authority  and  voice  of  God  to  men.  Jesus  Christ, 
sitting  with  the  crowd  gathered  around  Him  on  the 
mountain,  taught  the  people.  He  taught  them  the  things 
they  should  know.  He  covered  the  fields  of  man's  rela- 
tionship to  God,  man's  relationship  to  others,  and  man's 
relationship  to  himself. 

Most  important  though,  we  see  the  emphasis  Christ 
placed  upon  teaching.  During  His  ministry.  He  taught 
little  children,  He  taught  youth,  and  He  taught  adults. 
Christ  knew  that  without  the  constant  teaching  of  God's 
precepts  and  oracles,  that  man,  for  the  loss  thereof, 
would  revert  to  paganism  in  a  short  while. 

Jesus  was  merely  giving  emphasis  to  an  already  well- 
illustrated  sci'iptural  and  historical  fact,  that,  except 
there  be  constant  emphasis  and  teaching  on  things  spir- 
itual that  there  comes  a  resultant  loss  of  essential  knowl- 
edge of  God.  This  condition  leads  but  to  one  drastic  con- 
clusion,  that  of  a   sinking  into  sinful   practices. 

Moses,  in  the  book  of  Deuteronomy,  gives  some  perti- 
nent advice  on  this  matter.  The  first  verse  of  the  sixth 
chapter  says,  "Now  these  are  the  commandments,  the 
statutes,  and  the  judgments,  which  the  Lord  your  God 
commanded  to  teach  you,  that  ye  might  do  them  in  the 
land  whither  ye  go  to  possess  it."  Moses,  of  course,  is 
referring  to  all  the  law  as  delivered  from  God  to  the  peo- 
ple through  him.  Moses  writes  further,  in  verses  6  and  7, 
"And  these  words,  which  I  command  thee  this  day,  shall 
be  in  thine  heart:  And  thou  shalt  teach  them  diligently 
unto  thy  children,  and  shalt  talk  of  them  when  thou 
sittest  in  thine  house,  and  when  thou  walkest  by  the 
way,  and  when  thou  liest  do\\Ti,  and  when  thou  risest  up." 

The  latter  part  of  this  chapter  suggests  the  admonition 
that  we  are  to  always  be  ready  to  explain  to  our  children 
the  "why"  of  the  things  of  our  faith — so  that  "He  might 
presei've  us  alive,  as  it  is  at  this  day." 

In  these  few  words  we  have  endeavored  to  show  how 
that,  in  order  to  retain  a  wholesome,  happy,  prosperous, 
righteous  and  peaceful  society,  we  must  constantly  em- 
phasize, teach  and  practice  God's  precepts  and  statutes. 
We  must  teach  them  by  example  and  word  of  mouth  to 
our  children,  our  neighbor's  children,  and  children  every- 
where. 

Today's  woeful  lack  of  knowledge  about  things  spiiit- 
ual  is  a  matter  of  concern  to  pastors  and  Sunday  School 
teachers,   and  youth  workers.    (If  it  isn't,   it  should  be!) 


The  present  situation,  we  believe,  has  come  as  an  out- 
growth of  so-called  "material  security."  With  the  advent 
of  a  generally  increased  material  security  (?),  resulting 
from  increased  financial  and  material  pos.session,  there 
has  come  a  les.sening  of  an  absolute  trust  in  God.  This 
has  naturally  resulted  in  a  lessening  of  effort  on  the  part 
of  parents  in  teaching  their  children  the  truths  of  God's 
Word.  This  sense  of  security  has  largely  removed  a 
sense  of  utter  dependency  upon  God. 

(Fortunately,  this  trend  has  been  reckoned  with,  and 
in  many  sections  of  the  country,  concerned  parents  and 
church  workers  are  seeking  to  turn  the  tide  in  the  right 
direction. ) 

The  Sunday  School,  the  teaching  school  of  the  church, 
and,  incidentally,  the  child  of  the  church,  has  literally 
become  the  mother  of  the  church.  Out  of  the  Sunday 
School  come  the  greater  part  of  those  who  unite  with 
the  church.  Outstanding  crime  prevention  workers,  and 
judges  have  long  recognized  the  value  of  the  Sunday 
School  as  a  crime  and  delinquency  prevention  measure.  It 
is  easy  to  see  why,  for  in  the  Sunday  School,  children  are 
taught  about  God.  Therefore  the  Sunday  School  plays  a 
most  important  part  in  the  teaching  of  our  boys  and 
girls.  Jesus  "taught  them,  saying, — "  and  today  He  still 
teaches — through  our  Sunday  Schools. 

Robert  Raikes,  founding  the  Sunday  School  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  instruction  to  youth,  began  a  movement 
that  has  proved  its  worth  in  the  lives  of  millions.  Space 
does  not  pennit  an  outlining  of  the  good  done  by  our 
Sunday  Schools.  We  should  give  our  every  support  to 
the  work  and  the  needs  of  the  Sunday  School. 

We  would  point  out,  though,  that  in  this  day  when  un- 
scriptural  teachings  are  seeking  to  slither  into  our  Sun- 
day Schools  and  grapple  us  like  an  octopus,  through  the 
wrong  kind  of  literature  and  false  teachings,  that  we 
must  maintain  a  high  spiritual  standard.  To  be  effective, 
and  to  fulfill  its  mission,  our  Sunday  Schools  must  keep 
their  programs  and  teachings  Bible  centered!  We  must 
ever  maintain  a  corps  of  consecrated,  true  to  the  Woi-d. 
officers  and  teachers.  The  heart  of  the  child  must  be 
drawn  to  the  Lord  by  proper  teaching  and  training.  This 
goes  also  for  youth  and  adults.  Yes,  if  our  Sunday  Schools 
are  to  teach  as  Jesus  taught,  they  must  definitely  and 
uncompromisingly  teach  what  He  taught.  Hearsay,  ideas, 
opinions,  etc.,  cannot  be  substituted  for  plain  Bible  facts 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 
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Your  National   Sunday  School  Associatior 

WALTER    C.   WERTZ,    President    of   the    National    Sunday 

School  Association 


fj 


THE  NATIONAL  Sunday  School  Association's 
business  is  to  be  of  service  to  the  local  Sun- 
day Schools.  The  Association  is  made  up  of  repre- 
sentatives from  the  various  disti-icts.  This  boaiTJ, 
meeting  at  General  Conference,  formulates  plans 
foi-  the  Sunday  Schools  of  our  denomination. 
ThrouKh  our  Sunday  School  office,  various  helps 
are  made  available  to  our  .schools— such  as  Daily 
Vacation  Bible  School  materials,  filmstrips,  books, 
pamphlets,  etc. 


Your  contributions  to  the  White  Gift  Offering 
are  used  to  help  Ashland  Cclle'ge  and  Seminary 
Brethren  Youth,  and  our  summer  camps. 

We  have  increased  our  financial  help  to  ever 
camp  affiliated  with  the  National  Sunday  Schoo 
Association.  One  hundred  twenty-five  dollars  if 
given  the  district  for  each  week  of  camp  thej 
sponsor,  plus  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  foi 
each  registered  camper  of  the  preceding  year. 

Within  the  past  year  your  Sunday  Schoo 
Board  has  had  a  representative  at  several  district 
conferences.  The  Board  also  sends  out  a  represen- 
tative to  our  several  camps. 

The  Sunday  School  Association  has  aided  some 
of  our  schools  in  getting  visual  aid  materials  such 
as  projectoi's,  screens,  slides,  filmstrips,  etc.  at 
a  considerably  reduced  cost. 

The  Sunday  School  Association  has  cared  for 
the  Sunday  School  services  at  General  Conferencei 
for  many  years. 

Our  aim  is  to  be  of  the  GREATEST  SERVICE 
TO  THE  GREATEST  NUMBER  OF  BRETH- 
REN PEOPLE. 

The  Sunday  School  Association  greatly  appre- 
ciates what  you  have  done  in  the  past  toward  the 
White  Gift  Offering  and  feels  assured  of  your 
continued  support. 


The  Value  of  the  National  Sunday  School 
Association  to  The  Brethren  Church 

DR.  W.  I.  DUKER.  President  Emeritus  and  Life  Member  of 

the  Board 

WERE  WE  TO  SEARCH    for  a  Scripture  to     First  Corinthians  the  12th  chapter.  As  we  read 
int)-oduce   our   subject,    we   certainly   could     through  this  chapter  we  might  well  stop  and  re- 
find   no   better  ono  than   that   which   is   found   in  (Continued  on  Page  10) 
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Brethren  Sunday  School   Literature 


REV.  SMITH  F.  ROSE 


THERE  IS  A  GROWING  AWARENESS  in  the  llrvlli- 
len  Church  of  our  needs  in  the  field  of  RieLhien  Sun- 
day School  Literature.  Our  Sunday  Schools  are  finding  it 
increasingly  difficult  to  secure  matei'ials  for  the  younger 
age  groups.  In  these  days  of  changing  theology,  many 
helps  that  were  formerly  well  suited  to  oui'  needs  arc 
becoming  inadvisable  for  use  in  our  Sunday  Schools.  This 
has  forced  Sunday  Schools  to  compromise  upon  materials 
which  sometimes  wander  far  from  the  Brethren  point  of 
view.  We  believe  that  the  Brethren  point  of  view  is  Bib- 
lical. That  is  why  we  are  members  of  the  ,Bretluen 
Church.  So,  if  we  are  to  continue  the  Biblical  heritage 
of  our  church  through  this  and  succeeding  generations, 
we  must  take  definite  steps  now  to  coriect  the  situation 
which  faces  us. 

You  need  only  to  look  around  you  to  see  the  growirg 
lack  of  knowledge  of  the  fundamental  scriptural  doctrines 
in  numerous  denominations  today.  This  points  definitely 
to  the  imperative  need  for  our  denomination  to  develop  a 
literature  for  all  age  groups  which  will  teach  all  of  the 
doctrines  of  the  scripture.  This  is  the  only  way  we  can 
insure  that  those  w^ho  attend  our  Sunday  Schools  will 
know  the  tiaie  teachings  of  the  Word  of  God.  This  is 
not  a  task  which  can  be  accomplished  in  a  short  time. 
It  will  take  time,  cooperation  and  effoit  on  the  part  of 
many  people  before  it  can  be  brought  to  reality.  How- 
ever, this  should  not  deter  us  from  doing  what  we  know 
should  be  done. 

Many  of  you  remember  the  time  when  your  National 
Sunday  School  Association  was  w'orking  actively  in  the 
field  of  Sunday  School  literature.  Circumstances  inter- 
vened which  disrupted  this  arrangement  for  many  years. 
During  the  period  that  followed,  The  Brethren  Publishing 
Company  assumed  the  responsibility  ,in  a  fine  way  and 
published  the  Adult  Bible  Class  Quarterly.  This  effort 
has  been  well  received  throughout  the  Brethren  Church. 
More  recently  the  Brethren  Publishing  Company  has  pro- 
vided a  quarterly  for  the  intermediates  and  young  people 
of  our  Sunday  Schools.  This  has  been  a  very  helpful  ad- 
dition to  the  literature  available  to  our  Sunday  Schoois. 
It  should  find  a  wider  use  in  our  church. 

The  problems  connected  with  the  Sunday  School  litei- 
ature  of  our  church  have  been  a  matter  of  study  and 
consideration  for  a  period  of  years.  The  Brethren  Publish- 
ing Board  and  the  National  Sunday  School  Association 
Board  have  been  very  much  interested  in  this  problem. 
Out  of  our  discussions  has  come  the  general  idea  of  pro- 
cedure in  meeting  this  need. 

First,  it  was  suggested  that  we  improve  the  useful- 
ness of  the   Adult  .Bible  Class  Quarterly  by  adding  ma- 


tc'iials  of  an  introductory  nature  for  each  lesson.  Thi.s 
would  increase,  the  size  of  the  quaiteiiy  by  about  one 
third  and  would  make  possible  the  improvement  of  con- 
tent and  appearance.  These  materials  would  likely  include 
an  introduction  with  pertinent  points  relating  to  the  hi.s- 
tory  and  geography  of  the  lesson.  Of  coui-se,  this  would 
be  adapted  by  the  wiiter  to  the  needs  of  each  les.son. 
This  would  not  affect  in  any  way  the  other  comments 
which  the  quarterly  now^  carries.  It  would  be  the  plan  of 
our  Board  to  provide  the  writer  for  these  additional  ma- 
terials and  to  meet  the  additional  expense  of  this  extra 
section  for  a  limited  period  of  time.  Within  a  year,  or 
perhaps  less,  it  will  be  known  if  this  meets  the  approval 
of  our  Sunday  Schools.  Then  other  arrangements  could 
be  made  to  make  the  funds  of  the  Sunday  School  Asso- 
ciation available  for  the  development  of  literature  on 
other  age  levels.  By  the  nature  of  the  problem  it  would 
be  wise  to  develop  literature  in  one  area  at  a  time.  Of 
course,  there  would  have  to  be  an  over-all  plan  to  make 
this  effective.  This  gives  you  some  idea  of  our  thinking 
on  this  matter.  No  doubt,  you  will  have  many  helpful 
suggestions  which  will  be  usable  as  this  program  develops. 
We  look  forward  to  the  time  when  it  will  be  possible 
to  have  additional  trained  writei-s  in  the  field  of  Sunday 
School  literature.  It  will  be  necessary  for  more  time  to 
be  spent  than  we  are  able  to  spend  now.  Thus  we  hope 
to  have  a  person  or  persons  who  will  be  able  to  give  a 
sizeable  portion  of  time  to  the  work  behind  such  a  liter- 
ature development  program.  The  present  writers  of  Sun- 
day School  literature  are  taking  time  in  the  midst  of 
heavy  schedules  to  provide  the  materials  for  the  quarter- 
lies. They  do  it  out  of  a  spii-it  of  service  for  their  chui-ch. 
However,  there  is  a  limit  as  to  what  may  be  expected  of 
them. 

We  have  tried  to  give  you  a  brief  picture  of  our 
hopes  and  aims  as  your  Sunday  School  Association  Boani 
in  the  field  of  the  literature  of  our  church.  We  anticipate 
your  continued  and  increased  interest  in  the  work  we  are 
trying  to  do.  It  has  been  because  of  the  fine  w-ay  in 
which  you  have  supported  the  White  Gift  Offering  in  the 
years  just  past  that  has  encouraged  us  to  consider  mak- 
ing a  definite  contribution  in  the  development  of  Breth- 
ren Sunday  School  literature  for  all  age  groups.  We 
know  that  you  will  supply  the  needed  funds  to  bring  this 
to  pass. 


We  express  our  thanks  to  Jerry  Flora,  Office  Secretary 
of  the  National  Sunday  School  Association  for  his  help  in 
securing  articles  and  cuts  for  this  issue  of  The  Evangelist. 
— W.  S.  B.— Editor. 
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Recruiting  In  Summer  Camps 

REV.  THOMAS  A.  SHANNON.  Life  Work  Superlnfendenf 
of  the  National  Sunday  School  Association 


EACH  SUMMER  many  young-  people  of  the 
Brethi-en  Church  attend  the  camp  in  their 
district.  From  coast  to  coast  camp  has  become 
one  of  the  long  awaited  but  "too  quickly  past"  ex- 
periences of  cur  young  people.  The  National  Sun- 
day School  Association  has  pioneered,  encour- 
aged, and  assisted  the  camping  programs. 

Each  camper  has  many  valued  experiences,  but 
to  a  few  God  has  spoken  more  clearly  and  dis- 
tinctly than  to  the  majority.  From  among  the 
hundreds  who  have  attended  camp  he  has  called 
seme  to  life-long  Christian  service.  Primarily 
these  have  been  called  into  the  ministry  and 
missionary  work. 


We  are  sometimes  discouraged  when  we  thin! 
of  the  pastorless  churches,  as  some  of  you  wh( 
are  members  of  such  churches  well  know;  bu' 
when  we  view  the  group  of  pre-seminary  anc 
seminary  students  at  Ashland  and  look  furthei 
to  the  list  of  life  work  recruits  who  are  not  yet 
of  college  age,  we  can  be  greatly  encouraged.  IJ 
you  were  to  talk  to  the  young  men  and  womer 
who  are  giving  themselves  to  Him  as  life  recruits, 
you  would  find  that  virtually  all  of  them  answered 
the  call  while  in  camp.  Can  we  doubt  the  value  oi 
our  summer  camping  program?  God  is  using  our 
camps  to  call  young  men  and  women  into  Chris- 
tian service. 


^i^t  a^   1Re(wUU 


Young  Adults 

Charles  Lowmaster 
Rt.  1 

Vandergrift,  Pa. 

Florence  Swenk 
Rt.  1,  Box  .332 
Vandergrift,  Pa. 

Seniors 

Joyce  Baldwin 
Harlington,  N.  J. 

Janet  Birchfield 
Rt.  2 
Berlin,  Pa. 

Donald  Buchanan 
Box  436 
Mulvane,  Kan. 

Emelie  Burt 
130  Keystone  St. 
Meyersdale,  Pa. 


Judy  Chepes 
Washington  St. 
Masontown,  Pa. 

Lenora  Dooley 
Rt.  1 
Fairplay,  Md. 

Ada  Belle  Hornig 

Salisbury  St. 
Meyersdale,  Pa. 

Ralph  Keck 
Jones  Mills,  Pa. 

Janet  Lowmaster 
Rt.  1 
Vandergrift,  Pa. 

Helen  Mumaw 
I4.'3  Sherman  Ave. 
Ashland,  Ohio 

Donna  Nelson 
104  Sherman  Ave. 
Ashland,  Ohio 


Diana  O'Day 
5125  Rosetta  St. 
Pittsburgh  24,  Pa. 

Mary  O'Day 
5125  Rosetta  St. 
Pittsburgh  24,  Pa. 

Sally  Ritchey 
Rt.  3 
Berlin,  Pa. 

Jean  Rowser 
Sheridan  St. 
Johnstown,  Pa. 

Intermediates 

Nancy  Clark 

1201   19th  St.,  N.  E. 

Canton,  Ohio 

Joe  Hanna 
Oakville,  Ind. 

Carol  Hastie 
C  St. 
Harrisonburg,  Va. 


Beverly  Johnson 
Rt.  2,  Box  369 
Muncie,  Ind. 

Linda  Logan 
Bridgewater,  Va. 

Mark  Logan,  Jr. 
Bridgewater,  Va. 

Joe  Rowland 
Rt.  1 

Faii'play,  Md. 

Nancy  Siewei't 
Rt.  4 
Muncie,  Ind. 

Juniors 

Sylvia  Buchanan 
Mulvane,  Kan. 

Kennalee  Lopei' 
Mulvane,  Kan. 
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Why  Should  A  Minister  Go  Camping? 


REV.  JOHN  T.  BYLER 


T  HAVE  OFTEN  ASKED  MYSELF  since  I  became  in- 
terested  in  young  people's  camp  work,  just  why  I 
should  continue  to  go  camping  year  after  year.  And,  in 
trying  to  look  at  the  matter  fairly,  I  have  tried  to  con- 
sider why  I  should  feel  that  my  church  ought  to  willing- 
ly release  me  for  the  time  necessary  to  participate  in  the 
summer  camping  program  each  year. 

Just  why  should  a  church  give  up  its  pastor  for  a 
week,  simply  to  give  him  a  chance  to  get  away  from  his 
work  to  share  in  a  week  of  "fun"  and  "vacation"  with 
his  young  people?  And,  what  is  the  reason  that  a  minis- 
ter will  give  up  the  comforts  of  his  home,  and  often  a 
week  of  vacation,  to  join  with  the  youth  of  his  district  in 
their  camping  activities  away  from  home  ? 

If  the  church  is  alert  to  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
such  a  relationship,  it  will  be  happy  to  have  its  pastor 
participate  in  camping,  for  the  relationship  will  be  doubly 
beneficial.  Unquestionably,  both  pastor  and  church  will 
profit. 

So  far  as  the  minister  is  concerned,  he  doesn't  go  into 
camping  for  salary,  for  there  is  none.  He  doesn't  go  foi' 
a  vacation,  for  a  week's  camping  is  strictly  no  vacation! 
He  doesn't  go  for  special  food  or  diet,  because,  while 
the  food  is  plentiful  and  wholesome,  it  makes  no  pretense 
at  meeting  the  gourmet's  strict  requirement,  nor  the 
standards  piescribed  by  Duncan  Hines. 

Then,  why  should  the  minister  participate  in  the  pro- 
gram of  camping?  What  lies  behind  the  decision  of  a 
pastor  to  give  up  time  that  could  be  spent  so  profitably 
in  other  pursuits?  As  Camp  Dean  or  General  Manager 
of  the  Ohio  Brethren  Churches'  Camp  for  the  past  sev- 
eral  summers,   I   have   reached   several   conclusions   about 


the    "why"   of   camping,   .so    fai-   as    I    am    personally   con- 
(■(■rned. 

1.  First  of  all:  I  go  camping  each  summer  becau.se  of 
a  vital  interest  in,  and  a  love  for,  young  people.  Too 
often,  in  our  over-all  church  program,  we  pastors  are 
guilty  of  taking  our  young  people  for  gianted,  assuming 
that  if  we  are  faithful  in  our  ministry  of  the  Word,  an<l 
take  care  of  our  I'egular  pastoral  duties,  the  young  people 
will  "fall  in  line."  In  taking  this  attitude,  we  overlook 
the  fact  that  our  youth  face  more  pre.ssure  and  more 
competition  for  their  time  today  than  have  other  youth 
in  any  time  in  history.  If  the  Church  does  not  make  a 
conscious,  pointed  bid  for  some  of  that  time,  she  has  no 
right  to  expect  any  of  it,  nor  does  she  desei-ve  it.  Through 
camping,  I  come  to  know  my  young  people  better,  and 
they  come  to  know  me  better.  This  mutual  growth  in 
friendship  and  interest  in  each  other  makes  itself  felt 
throughout  the  remaining  51  weeks  of  the  chui-ch  year. 
As  a  result,  we  are  far  better  able  to  work  together  in 
the  Church  and  its  regular  program. 

2.  A  second  motive  underlies  my  vital  interest  in 
camping:  In  camp,  as  in  almost  no  other  place,  a  min- 
istar  "lives"  with  his  young  people.  He  spends  every  wak- 
ing hour  with  them  for  an  entire  week,  playing  their 
games,  sharing  their  activities,  thinking  their  thoughts. 
The  natural  result  is  twofold:  (A)  An  appreciation  for 
young  people  develops  such  as  can't  be  had  through  cas- 
ual (or  weekly)  contacts.  (B)  And  the  campers  become 
aware  of  the  fact  that  the  minister  is  "human";  rhat  he 
enjoys  fim,  recreation,  and  competition  even  as  others; 
and  that  he  can  be  approached  as  a  friend  to  help  in 
the  many,  varied  interests  and  problems  especially  pecu- 
liar to  young  people.  And.  say  what  you  \\nll.  that  feel- 
ing is  becoming  more  and  more  difficult  to  achieve  in  the 
normal  relationships  of  pastor  and  people. 

3.  A  third  reason,  and  a  tremendously  important  one. 
makes  camping  almost  an  imperative  as  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned. The  summer  church  camp  is  the  doorway  to  de- 
cision for  many  young  people — a  decision  to  become  a 
follower  of  Christ,  a  decision  to  enter  a  Christian  voca- 
tion, or  a  decision  to  go  into  full-time  Christian  service. 
As  a  minister,  I  am  jealous  of  the  privilege  of  having  a 
vital  part  in  seeing  my  young  people  enter  a  new  rela- 
tionship with  Christ.  Xaturally.  if  it  were  impossible  for 
me  to  share  in  this  experience,  I  would  still  rejoice  to 
hear  that  six  or  eight  of  my  youth  had  accepted  Christ 
during  their  week  in  camp.  But  how  much  more  do  I 
rejoice  in  that  I  have  been  permitted  to  share  in  this 
most  important  experience  of  their  lives  I 

These  are  only  three  of  the  many  reasons  why  I  par- 
ticipate in   the  summer  camping  echedule  of  the  chui-ch. 

(Continued  on  Page  9^ 
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Report   of   the    National    Sunday    School    Association 

Camp    Representative 


WALTER  C.  WERTZ 


As  we  write  these  lines  another  year  of  Brethren 
camps  is  now  history.  We  feel  that  1953  was  a  real 
Christian  experience  for  many  of  our  Brethren  youth. 
Hundi-eds  of  our  boys  and  girls  have  been  brought  into  a 
closer  walk  with  Jesus  Christ.  It  was  lots  of  hard  work 
on  the  part  of  our  adult  leaders,  but  only  time  will  tell 
of  the  results  of  their  efforts. 

Our  camps  are  among  the  best  feeding  places  for  our 
youth  accepting  Christ  and  dedicating  their  lives  to  Chris- 
tian work — whether  it  be  the  mission  field  or  the  min- 
istry. 

The  summer  travel  to  camps  started  by  going  to  Ohio 
— CAMP  ZION.  Here  we  found  an  energetic  group  of 
over  eighty  Juniors  enjoying  the  beautiful  surroundings. 
With  Rev.  John  Byler  and  his  capable  corps  of  workers 
everthing  was  nicely  progressing.  All  were  busy  and!  hap- 
py. The  physical  equipment  at  Camp  Zion  is  very  ade- 
quate for  our  campers  in  this  well  laid-out  plan.  It  was 
a  pleasure  to  fellowship  with  these  folk,  to  renew  our  ac- 
quaintances, and,  of  course,  to  make  new  acquaintances. 
We  would  like  to  have  remained  for  the  Senior  Camp, 
but  the  Pennsylvania  Camp— CAMP  JUNIATA— was 
beckoning. 

While  traveling  into  Camp  Juniata  the  first  day  we 
were  hit  "head-on"  by  another  car.  What  a  way  to  start 
a  two  week  camp  session — grill  all  mashed  in,  fenders 
damaged,  hood  out  of  line,  and  doors  not  properly  clos- 
ing. .But  we  certainly  can  thank  our  good  Lord  that 
none  of  the  five  in  our  car  or  the  other  car  were  hurt. 

Senior  campers  and  staff  in  Pennsylvania  numbered 
over  a  hundred.  Rev.  Keck  was  Dean  of  Camp  and  kept 
things  moving  along.  We  were  glad  to  have  the  Seminary 
representative,  Dean  Flora;  and  the  Bylers,  Argentine 
missionaries  with  us  for  a  few  days.  It  was  a  banging 
time — 4th  of  July  week — and  lots  of  noise!  The  new 
toilet  facilities  and  .showers  are  a  real  addition  to  this 
camp,  owned  by  the  Johnstown  Y.  M.  C.  A.  from  whom 
the   Pennsylvania   District  rents. 

Rev.  Riddle  baptized  one  of  our  counselors  in  the 
river.  One  young  man — a  member  of  the  staff — 'Stepped 
out  for  full-time  sei'vice  and  plans  to  enter  Ashland  Col- 
lege. The  Lord  only  knows  what  such  dedications  will 
mean   to   the   Brethren   Church. 

The  Junior  camp  was  in  charge  of  Rev.  Brant,  and 
with  his  good  corps  of  workers  everything  moved  along 
according  to  schedule.  PICNIC  DAY — the  children  were 
all  at  the  state  park,  and  just  before  time  to  take  their 
.supper  over — it   rained   and  hailed.  That   meant  bringing 


all  the  campers  back  to  camp.  We  ate  our  picnic  suppe 
in  the  Mess  Hall. 

After  these  two  weeks  we  could  have  used  a  rest,  bii 
this  wasn't  possible  us  it  was  on  to  CAMP  PINNACLE: 
in  the  Southeast  District,  traveling  in  a  borrowed  Dodge 
We  had  not  been  there  since  1950,  and  since  Rev.  Bolto 
being  new  in  the  Brethren  camp  work  asked  our  help,  w 
felt  led  to  go  to  Pinnacles  instead  of  Camp  Blackhawl< 
Here  all  ages  of  campers  met  together  for  a  week.  Thi: 
camp  has  lots  of  possibilities,  but  the  ministers  of  thi 
district  need  to  help  make  this  a  better  camp. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Bolton  and  the  Klingensmiths  kep 
things  moving,  and  a  good  time  was  had  by  all.  Thi; 
district  has  already  chosen  its  Camp  Director  for  nex 
year. 

After  spending  a  few  days  in  Pennsylvania  Distric' 
Conference,  we  started  out  again  in  our  own  lepairec 
Dodge  to  the  camps  in  Indiana  and  Kansas.  On  nearing 
Bryan,  Ohio,  the  car  developed  a  little  trouble,  but  w,( 
managed  to  get  into  .Bryan  and  have  I'epairs  taken  cart 
of,  so  we  were  off  to  SHIPSHEWANA.  Ari-iving  at 
Shipshewana,  we  were  greeted  by  a  very  lively  group  oi 
more  than  80  Juniors.  The  dining  room  was  filled  with 
singing   youngsters.   We   learned   that   Brother   Bates   had 


I 
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Senior  Staff,  Camp  Juniata,  19.53 
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been  directing  activities   there  most  of  the  wefk,  Hue   to 
Rev.  Swihart's  absence. 

While  there  at  Shipshew^ana  it  was  our  privilege;  U) 
meet  the  Solomons,  missionaries-elect  to  South  America. 
A  lovely  candle  float  service  on  the   beautiful   lake   was 

I  enjoyed  by  all.  With  Camj)  Shipshewana  closing,  we 
headed  west.  This  time  we  were  bound  for  the  plains  of 

I  Kansas. 

We  arrived  at  CAMP  WYANDOTTE  just  in  l\nw  lor 
supper.  The  bus  load  of  catnpers  from  Mulvane  had  just 
pulled  in  shortly  before  us.  They  had  been  on  the  load 
for  hours  with  a  bus  with  a  broken  head. 

We  certainly  missed  our  good  friends  the  Johnsons  who 
have  done  so  much  to  get  this  camp  started.  Rev.  Shan- 
non and  Rev.  Eppley  were  in  charge  of  this  combined 
Junior  and  Senior  week  of  camp.  Campers  were  equally 
divided — 21  in  each  group.  This  was  really  a  hot  week. 
The  temperatures  were  ai'ound  the  hundred  mark  most 
of  the  week,  and  the  papers  stated  the  eastern  part  of 
Kansas  was  the  hottest  place  in  the  nation.  And,  wouldn't 
you  know  it,  with  the  weather  so  hot  we  were  warned 
to  be  careful  of  the  water  supply.  Result:  the  well  went 
dry  on  Wednesday,  so  it  became  necessary  to  have  water 
hauled  in.  This  supply  lasted  until  Friday,  when  more 
water  had  to  be  brought.  With  all  the  hot  weather,  the 
grass  was  mostly  dried  up.   It  hadn't  rained  for   weeks. 

With  this  camp  coming  to  a  close,  we  headed  for  home. 
We  stayed  in  Pittsfield,  Illinois,  one  night,  and  when  we 
were  ready  to  leave  in  the  morning  found  we  had  a  flat 
tire.  We  had  it  repaired  and  a  blowout  patch  put  in. 
Everything  went  well  until  we  were  about  ten  miles  from 
the   Indiana   line,  when  the  tire  blew  out.  We  put  on  the 
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spare    and    trusted    in    t}i<-    Loid    to   get   uk   home   Kafely, 
which  He  did. 

We  praise  Him  for  the  safe  journey  and  hope  our  viHiU- 
to  the  camps  were  beneficial  to  ail.  If  our  Hervice«  were 
worthwhile,  may  all  hfjnoi  and  glory  be  given  to  our 
Savior. 

The  district  Sunday  S(;hool  organizations  are  certainly 
to   be  commended   for  their  splendid   work.   Keep   it   up. 


A  group  of  Ohio  Zion  Campers 


1953  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  ASSOCIATION  CAMPS 


JRS. 

Camp  Zion,  Ohio   90 

Camp   Shipshewana,   Indiana    148 

Camp  Juniata,  Pennsylvania    58 

Camp  Pinnacles,  West  Virginia   

Camp  Blackhawk,  Illinois   23 

Camp  Wyandotte,  Kansas   23 


NT. 

SR. 

Y.P. 

TOTAL 

43 

17 

150 

82 

26 

256 

80 

11 

150 

31 

25 

56 

18 

41 

21 

44 

Totals       343       156       187 
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MINISTERS 

(Continued  from  Page  7) 

There  are  other  important  ones  that  could  be  consideied. 
Rut  I  would  not  quite  be  fair  in  closing  this  article  if 
I  did  not  admit  that  camping  "takes  something  out  of 
you."  A  person  who  takes  his  camping  seriously  will  not 
sleep  as  well,  nor  as  long.  The  return  to  home  respon- 
sibilities will  only  serve  as  a  reminder  that  he  should 
now   have    at   least    another   week    to    recuperate.    And    I 


have  never  left  camp  without  carrying  a  bui-den  on  my 
heart  for  some  young  person  or  persons  whose  response 
has  not  been  what  I  had  lioped  and  prayed  that  it  might 
have  been.  Many  times,  too.  I  have  been  made  to  think 
of  what  might  be  done  if  all  of  the  energy  and  talent 
represented  in  a  summer's  enrollment  in  camp  could  be 
harnessed  and  directed  into  strictly  Christian  channels. 
Camping  is  a  great  experience!  I  wouldn't  accept  the 
responsibility  of  directing  camp  on  a  full-time  bai:is  for 
three  times  my  present  salary;  but  I  will  go  back  sum- 
mer after  summer  without  salary  as  long  as  I  feel  I  can 
be  used  to  advantage,  or  as  long  as  I  am  needed. 
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PRESIDENTS 

(Continued  from  Page  4) 


read  the  27tli  verse.  "Now  y-e  are  the  body  of 
Christ,  and  members  in  particular.  Then  we 
niigl\t  add  tc  our  consideration  of  the  subject  by 
reading:  the  25th  vers-e:  namely,  "That  there 
should  be  no  schism  in  the  body;  but  that  the 
members  should  have  the  same  care  one  for  an- 
other." 

Our  church  as  a  unit  has  many  members.  Often 
we  are  apt  to  gi\e  to  one  member  all  or  most  of 
our  attention  and  interest.  We  have  known  of 
those  among  us  who  have  an  unusual  interest  in 
one  member  and  have  almost  no  interest  in  an- 
other. For  an  example,  suppose  we  have  a  great 
interest  in  one  division  of  our  work  but  have  for- 
gotten or  have  never  known  much  about  the 
National  Sunday  School  Association. 

It  has  been  my  sad  experience  at  times  in  the 
past  to  call  the  attention  of  someone  to  the  work 
of  the  Association,  but  have  been  unable  to  secure 
their  interest  and  prayers  and  financial  support 
becaus-e  they  are  wholly  wrapped  up  in  some 
other  division  of  our  church  work. 


I  feel  sure  that  if  we  would  read  this  suggeste 
chapter  and  apply  it  to  the  different  "members 
of  our  church  organization  and  then  give  atten 
tion  and  support  to  each  one  in  equal  considera 
tion,  the  National  Sunday  School  Associatioi 
would  be  pleased  with  the  support  it  would  re 
ceive.  We  do  not  claim  any  special  virtue,  no 
any  special  need  for  the  woi'k  of  the  Association 
But  we  would  like  to  preseTit  ragain  this  verse 
"For  the  body  is  not  one  member  but  many."  B^ 
this  "special  need  or  special  virtue"  we  have  ref 
ei''8nce  to  no  virtue  or  need  over  any  other  organ 
ization  of  our  church. 

So  it  follows  that  the  National  Sunday  Schoo 
Association  may  not  be  the  eye,  nor  the  ear ;  bu 
it  may  well  be  the  mouth  that  teaches  as  th'f 
Spirit  directs.  We  will  not  attempt  to  enumerate 
the  special  service  that  this  unit  has  to  offer.  A 
careful  reading  of  the  budget  and  the  suggested 
fields  into  which  this  same  budget  will  serve  wili 
soon  convince  us  that  this  "member"  is  not  only  a 
necessary,  but  an  important  member  in  keeping 
with  any  other  part  of  the  body. 

May  we  therefore  give  the  same  prayerful  and 
sincere  consideration  to  the  call  of  the  White 
Gift  Offering  that  the  Scripture  urges? 


THE   EDITOR'S   PULPIT 

"HE  TAUGHT  THEM,  SAYING,—" 

(Continued  from  Page  3) 
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without  danger.  A  good,  wholesome,  true-to-the-Bible 
plan  of  .Bible  teaching  by  consecrated,  Christian  teachers 
will  continue  to  make  of  our  Sunday  Schools  the  spiritual 
lighthouses  of  teaching  and  training  that  Christ  wants 
them  to  be. 

Commendable,  in  this  direction,  is  the  work  of  the 
National  Sunday  School  Association  of  the  Brethren 
Church,  which  Association  launches  its  annual  financial 
appeal  in  this  issue  of  The  Brethren  Evangelist.  Their 
aim  is  to  reach  boys  and  girls,  youth  and  adults  thiough 
improved  Brethren  Sunday  School  Methods,  programs, 
institutes,  and  the  training  of  teachers.  Reaching  the 
hearts  of  boys  and  girls,  youth  and  adults,  foi'  Christ, 
through  improved  Brethren  Sunday  School  Methods,  train- 
ing of  teachers,  materials,  camps,  etc.,  is  the  aim  of 
the  Association.  We  urge  the  Brethien,  at  this  Christmas 
time,  to  give  their  White  Gifts,  to  enable  the  Association, 
and  our  Sunday  .Schools,  to  teach  as  did  Christ,  our  Lord. 
— W.  S.  B. 


Items     of   General    Interest 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 


with    Brother   R.    K.    Higgins    of   our    Elkhart   chui'ch    as 
Evangelist. 

Brother  Gilmer  informs  us  that  somebody  broke  into 
the  church  and  stole  the  unit  and  control  from  their  new 
oil  furnace  one  night  after  the  services,  entailing  a  loss 
of  between  $400.00  and  $500.00.  He  also  notes  that  the 
Elkhart  members  gave  a  liberal  donation  toward  another 
unit. 

LANARK,  ILLINOLS.  The  Pastor,  Brother  H.  Francis 
Berkshire,  had  the  privilege  of  having  two  of  his  broth- 
ers. Brother  J.  Edgar  .Berkshire,  Pastor  of  the  North 
Liberty,  Indiana,  Church,  and  Brother  W.  Clayton  Berk- 
shire, General  Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Board  of  the 
Brethren  Church,  to  assist  him  in  the  worship  service  on 
November  22nd. 

The  Lanark  church  entertained  the  Lanark  Union 
Service  on  Thanksgiving  Day. 

A  comfoitable  study  has  been  furnished  in  the  church 
for  the  pastor. 
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Missionary    Department 


NEW  PARIS  MAKES  A  RECORD 

i  Our  New  Paris  (Indiana)  Church  has  recently 
Iproduced  a  new  R.  P.  M.  record.  This  li.  P.  M. 
does  not  indicate  revolutions  per  minute,  as  is 
usually  the  case;  it  signifies  REAL  PROMOTION 
OF  MISSIONS! 

The  offering-  from  New  Paris — one  of  the  first 
to  come  from  a  church — represents  a  164%  in- 
creaso  over  last  year's  Home  Mission  Offering. 
Their  offering  last  year  was  good;  but  this  com- 
mendable increase  puts  them  in  the  "Magna  cum 
Laude"  category. 

We  sincerely  hope  others  will  follow  theii' 
splendid  example  and  produce  some  new  R.  P.  M. 
records. 


A  LETTER  FROM  THE  BrSCHOFS 

Dear  Ida  and  Clayton: 

.Bea  and  I  are  on  vacation  here  at  Jos  and  certainly 
are  enjoying  our  visit  with  Janet.  She  seems  like  her 
old  self  now — full  of  pep  and  always  on  the  go. 

We  left  Lassa  September  15th,  about  8:30  in  the  morn- 
ing. While  Mr.  Kulp  is  on  furlough  we  are  using  his 
Jeep  station  wagon;  so  we  drove  into  Jos  ourselves  in- 
stead of  having  someone  take  us.  About  ten  miles  outside 
of  Lassa,  as  we  were  merrily  going  along,  all  of  a  sud- 
den the  car  just  sank  down.  The  road  had  looked  good, 
but  in  this  one  place  there  was  a  lot  of  water  under  the 
ground.  We  sank  all  the  way  to  the  axle  at  the  rear 
wheels  and  almost  that  far  in  the  front. 

Some  Africans  were  working  in  their  farms;  so  we  had 
them  get  the  motor  out  of  the  mud — it  took  several  hours. 
Dr.  Pfalsgraff  followed  us  in  his  jeep  to  help  us  in  case 
of  trouble  on  the  road  and  to  get  some  supplies  at  Uba. 
It's  a  good  thing  he  did.  He  drove  his  jeep  through  first 
and  we  followed.  He  got  through  all  right,  but  the  water 
was  too  deep  for  us.  He  backed  his  jeep  and  pulled  us 
out.   After  this  we  didn't  have   any  trouble  on  the  road. 

At  Garkida 

We  finally  got  to  Garkida  about  2:30  P.  M.,  spent  a 
little  time  there  having  the  motor  serviced  and  the  brakes 
checked.  Then  we  left  Garkida  at  5:00  P.  M.,  stopped  a 
little  while  at  Shafa  to  greet  the  Baldwins  and  leave  off 
some  mail  and  drove  on  to  Marama  where  we  spent  the 
night  and  visited  Veda.  Of  course  we  enjoyed  the  vis^t 
with  Veda.  She  is  quite  busy  with  the  medical  work  there. 
It  is  really  a  small  hospital,  and  when  we  were  there 
she  was  treating  about  70  patients  a  day. 

She  usually  goes  to  the  dispensary  about  6:30  A.  M., 
stays  there   until    10:00  A.  M.,  when   she  goes  home  foi' 


breakfast.  After  breakfast  she  n-turns  to  the  di.speriKaiy 
and  is  there  until  about  2:0<j  1'.  M.  Then  rno.st  of  ihfc 
time  she  has  to  go  back  about  3:00  and  works  on  through 

lo  almost  G:0()  V.  M. 

On   to  Jos 

We  left  Marama  about  8:30  Wednesday  moining,  drove 
on  to  Waka,  where  we  delivered  some  mail,  got  some 
orders  for  Jos,  and  visited  a  little  while  with  the  staff 
at  the  Elementary  Teachers'  Training  Center.  Leaving 
Waka  at  noon  we  traveled  through  to  Jos,  only  stopping 
to  get  gas,  and  arrived  in  Jos  about  3:30  A.  M. 

Janet  and  Miss  Wiberly — one  of  the  other  teachers  at 
Hillcrest — live  at  the  vacation  compound  for  missionaries. 
Bea  and  I  tried  to  arouse  them  from  their  sleep,  but  to 
no  avail;  so  we  slept  in  the  jeep  until  6:00  A.  .M.  at 
which  time  Janet  got  up.  They  certainly  were  sound 
sleepers — we  hammered  on  the  door,  even  called  their 
names,  but  they  were  dead  to  the  world. 

The  School 

It  is  fine  for  the  missionary  to  know  that  there  is  a 
good  school  like  Hillcrest  where  he  can  send  his  children 
and  know  that  they  are  getting  as  good  care  as  at  home. 
The  staff  is  very  conscientious,  loving  and  doing  all  in 
their  power  to  make  the  children  feel  as  though  this  were 
their  home.  The  materials  used  in  teaching  are  the  best, 
and  the  entire  program  is  planned  to  give  the  children  :> 
well-rounded  program  even  as  the  children  have  at  home. 

One  of  the  purposes  for  coming  into  Jos  was  to  buy 
the  needed  food  staples  for  the  next  year.  Most  of  the 
vacation  so  far  has  been  spent  in  buying  these  staples 
for  ourselves  and  some  things  that  the  other  mission- 
aries have  found  that  they  need.  We  have  spent  some 
time  in  reading  and  of  course  we  are  getting  a  rest  from 
the  regular  routine  out  on  the  station. 

Projects 

Thank  you  for  listing  the  extra-giving  projects.  I  know 
how  much  it  helps  people  to  keep  interested  in  the  work. 
If  anyone  takes  the  project  of  a  motor  cycle,  the  British 
type  are  smaller  than  the  American  and  cost  about  §300. 
Your  estimate  of  $500  was  about  S200  too  much — do  not 
buy  one,  but  let  me  know  and  I  will  make  arrangements 
to  buy  one  in  Jos.  They  are  very  good  for  visiting  the 
C.  R.  I.  schools  and  outvillages — better  than  a  horse,  as 
you  do  not  have  to  worry  about  buying  food  and  having 
a  place  to  keep  it;  and  they  are  faster. 

Mrs.  Studebaker  wrote  and  said  that  she  had  a  very 
nice  time  and  that  our  church  was  really  mission  minded 
— we  were  glad  to  hear  that. 

May  God's  Holy  Spirit  continue  this  feeling  and  help 
increase  it  in  the  coming  year:  and  may  our  church  con- 
tinue to  move  forward.  We  think  of  you  all  often  as  well 
as  the  missionary  work  and  the  missionaries  and  candi- 
dates. 

Yours  in  Christ.    Bea  and  Bob. 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIS 


TOPIC  FOR  DECEMBER  20.  19:>:} 

GOD  WITH  US— A  CHILD 

Scripture  Reading — Isaiah  9:2-7 

CHRISTMAS!  What  a  wonderful  time  of  the  year 
when  we  are  all  thinking  about  our  friends,  and 
charity  once  again  steals  into  our  lives.  But  there  is  a 
danger  that  in  all  of  our  hurrying  and  hustling  that  we 
may  foi'get  the  real  meaning  of  the  day.  "There  was  Mr. 
Good  Deeds  who  was  so  great  and  kind  and  good  that 
the  citizens  of  the  town  determined  to  do  him  honor  on 
his  birthday.  When  the  day  came  the  townspeople  assem- 
bled to  honor  their  great  benefactor.  Songs  had  been 
written  and  were  sung  in  his  honor,  and  gifts  were  given. 
The  high  point  of  the  occasion  was  a  message  which  they 
had  asked  him  to  give.  Everyone  had  such  a  good  time 
that  it  was  decided  to  repeat  the  observance  next  year. 

"The  next  year  the  people  were  busy  with  preparations 
for  a  big  banquet.  There  was  more  food,  more  gifts, 
more  music  than  ever.  True,  Mr.  Good  Deeds  was  more 
in  the  backgx'ound  than  the  year  before,  but  the  people 
did  manage  to  give  him  time  for  a  few  brief  remarks. 

"Year  followed  year.  The  celebration  of  Mr.  Good 
Deeds  was  more  in  a  fixed  part  of  the  community's  life, 
an  event  more  popular  and  hilarious  with  each  passing 
year.  There  was  no  time  to  have  him  speak  any  more,  of 
course,  but  he  was  there  and  a  few  people  noticed  him 
and  honored  him.  But  finally  one  year,  in  the  bustle  of 
preparations,  the  people  forgot  to  invite  him,  and  he 
found  himself  looking  in  through  the  window  at  the  cele- 
bration of  his  own  birthday.  And  he  was  never  missed." 

It  has  seemed  to  me  that  year  after  year  we  think 
more  of  ourselves  and  of  our  neighbours  than  we  do  of 
Christ.  It  is  time  to  put  Christ  back  into  oui'  Christmas 
celebrations. 

I.  GOD'S  GREATEST  GIFT  TO  MAN  WAS  A  CHILD. 

The  prophet  said,  "Unto  us  a  child  is  born."  In  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  in  the  home  of  an  Army  chaplain,  on  the  first 
Christmas  eve  after  the  war,  the  telephone  rang.  His 
wife  answered.  She  was  thiilled  to  hear  the  voice  of  her 
husband  who  after  many  months  overseas  had  just 
returned  to  American  shores.  You  can  imagine  her  joy 
when  she  learned  he  would  be  home  foi'  Chiistmas.  He 
would  be  able  to  get  home  some  time  during  the  night. 
They  decided  to  keep  his  homecoming  a  secret  from  the 
children  that  he  might  surprise  them  on  Christmas  moin- 
ing.  The  next  moi-ning,  (Christmas  morning,  when  the 
children  gathered  around  the  tree  to  open  thc'ir  presents 
lying  beneath  the  tree,  suddenly  the  white  sheet  on 
which  the  presents  had  been  placed  stirred,  and  up  from 
among  the  packages  arose  their  father.  It  is  easy  to  im- 
agine the  joy  of  that  home  when  the  little  ones  who  ha<i 
expected  only  presents  found  their  father  himself. 


The  message  of  Christmas  is  that  God  Himself  ha 
come  to  man  through  His  Son  that  was  born  on  Christma 
day.  "Unto  us  a  child  is  given."  How  we  can  rejoice  i 
that! 

IL      GOD      IDENTIFIES      HIMSELF      WITH      MAI 
THROUGH   HIS   SON.  "Unto   us  a  son   is  given."     Me 
and    women    in    our   world    feel    terribly    alone.    Life,   fo 
thoughtful  people,  is  more  than  they  can  bear.  It  is  Josu 
who  comes  to  our  sides  and  bears  the  large  part  oi'  th 
load  for  us.  A  few  yeai's  ago  a  gi'oup  of  college  girls  ii 
a  southern   Sunday   School  decided  that  they   would  giv. 
gifts   to  the   girls   in   a  local   ox'phanage.   Then   each  gii 
was  given  a  name  with  instructions  to  write  to  the  girl; 
in  the  oi'phanage  to  see  what  she  wanted  most  for  Christ 
mas.  One  of  these  lonely  girls  wrote  that  she  wanted 
sister   more   than   anything   else.   The    young   college   gir 
was   startled   at  first  by  the  answer,  but  after  an   inne 
struggle,  was  equal  to   the  occasion,  and  wrote  back,  "; 
will   see  that   you  get  the  present  you   asked  for.  I  wil 
be  your  sister.   I   am  coming  to  see  you    soon    and    wil 
see  you  often.  From  today,  I  am  your  loving  sister."  An( 
Jesus  says,"Lo,  I  am  with  you  always  even  until  the  en( 
of  the  world." 

III.  GOD  WANTS  TO  LIVE  IN  YOUR  LIFE.  Take 
another  look  at  the  list  of  names  by  which  this  "Child' 
is  to  be  known,  "Wonderful,  Counsellor,  The  Mighty  God 
The  everlasting  Father,  the  Prince  of  Peace."  Man.\ 
things  can  be  written  about  this  veise,  but  one  thing 
is  certain  and  that  is  that  God  desires  to  dwell  withir, 
us.  The  story  is  told  of  a  German  prince  who  wanted  to 
possess  a  Cremona  violin  and  advertised  that  he  would 
pay  any  amount  for  one.  One  evening  an  old  man  api 
peared  at  the  gate  of  the  castle  with  an  old  worn  violin 
case  and  at  last  was  able  to  persuade  the  palace  guard 
to  give  him  an  audience  with  the  prince.  When  the  prince 
heard  the  music  from  the  violin,  he  was  so  thrilled  with 
it  that  he  offered  any  price  the  old  man  might  ask  foi' 
it.  The  violin  owner  shook  his  head  and  said,  "The  violin 
may  only  be  yours  on  condition  that  I  pass  my  life  with- 
in your  house,  and  use  the  instrument  every  day."  So 
the  prince  accepted  the  terms. 

There  are  many  people  who  want  to  have  the  joy  of 
Christmas  and  of  the  Christian  life,  but  we  can  have  it 
only  on  the  condition  that  the  Master  be  allowed  to  live 
within  our  lives. 


QUESTIONS  FOR  DISCUSSION: 

1.  What  are  some  of  the  ways  that  we  can  get  Christ 
back  into  our  Christmas  Observances?     - 

2.  Discuss   each  one   of  the   names   for   Christ   that   are 
listed  in  Isaiah  9:6. 
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Pmijur  Nieetincj 
Studies 


THE  INNKEEPER'S  PRAYER 

My  Inn — a  caravan,  that  Child! 
This  manger — and  that  mother  mild! 
Had  I  but  known,  my  name  had  been 
Famous  throughout  the  earth;   this  inn, 
A  shrine  to  which  all  men  would  flow, 
Whene'er  with  pride  His  room  they'd  show. 

I'd  have  been  called  a  friend  of  His! 
But  now,  O  God,  I  pray  for  this — 
Thy  mercy  grant,  and  blot  my  name 
From  inn  and  town,  and  hide  my  shainc; 
Let  not  a  stone  remain  as  proof 
That  this  was  where  He  sought  a  loof. 
The  Son  of  God — and  was  denied, 
This  manger — His;  I  slept  inside! 

— Mary   Foot   Lord   in   The   Alliance    Weekly. 

THE  INNKEEPER'S  HEART  was  not  prepared  to 
seek  God  (2  Chron.  12:14)  because  it  was  darkened 
(Romans  1:21).  Had  his  heart  been  prepared  to  seek 
3od  (2  Chron.  19:3;  Erza  7:10;  Psalm  10:17),  fixed  on 
3od  (Psalm  57:7;  112:7),  awed  by  the  Word  of  God 
Tsalm  119:161),  filled  with  the  law  of  God  (Psalm 
10:8;  119:11)  and  the  fear  of  God  (Jer.  32:40),  he  would 
nave  recognized  the  holy  family  as  well  as  did  Simeon  in 
;he  temple  (Luke  2:25-30),  the  wise  men  in  the  East 
(Matt.  2:1,  2),  and  the  shepherds  in  the  field  (Luke 
2:8-14).  The  innkeeper  was  not  among  those  who  were 
.ooking  for  redemption  (Luke  2:36-38). 

The  innkeeper's  prayer  in  the  poem  above  denotes 
nore  of  remorse  than  godly  sorrow  (2  Cor.  7:10).  He 
"ould  have  had  a  repentance  that  God  does  not  despise 
(Psalm  34:18;  51:17),  prepared  his  heart  unto  God  (1 
5am.  7:3),  and  given  his  heart  to  God  (Prov.  23:26). 
Fhe  Saviour  stands  at  the  heart's  door  and  knocks  and 
ialls  for  admission  and  any  man  can  'hear  and  let  the 
Saviour  in  (Rev.  3:20).  You  will  note  that  the  innkeep- 
er's regret  for  his  failure  to  room  the  holy  family  in  the 
inn  was  the  pride  that  he  and  his  successors  lost  in  not 
aeing  able  to  show  a  suitable  guest  room  for  the  birth  of 
;he  Saviour.  He  was  more  concerned  about  his  own  glory 
;han  the  glory  due  to  God.  The.  heart  of  a  selfish  person 
s  far  from  God  (Isaiah  29:12;  Matt.  15:8),  Whom  we 
ire  to  love  with  our  whole  heart  (Matt.  22:37).  If  the 
nnkeeper  really  cared  for  the  Saviour,  he  may  have 
ninistered   to   Him    many   times   thereafter    (Deut.    15:7). 

"My  heart  is  an  inn. 

At  the  door — the  unborn  Christ. 
The  house  is  full ! 

Refuse  this  Royal  Guest? 
Never!  Room  must  be  made! 

Travelers,  transients,  strangers  all,  GO! 
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Christ  i.s  boin, — not  in  a  Htiang<,-r's  .stable — 
(Jhrist  is  born  in  the  inn^in  my  heart." 
And    let    us    take    to   our  hearts   one    lesson    further: 
If  I  had  been  a  .sleeping  guest 

Lodged   at  the   inn   that  Christmas   night. 
When  th(/  new  Lord  was  laid  to  rest 

In  the  cold  stall  in  humble  plight, 
I  know  I  would  have  waked  instead 

And  given  Him  my  warm,  soft  iK-d. 
But  I  was  not  a  lodgei-  there, 

It  was  HO  long  ago  ind(,-ed, 
Yet  all  ai'ound  me  everywhere 

Are  little  children  still  in  need. 
And  when  I  love  and  cherish  them 
I  serve  the  Babe  of  Bethlehem. 

Read  Matthew  25:40. 
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Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vanator 

Lesson  for  December  20,  1953 
LET  THE  PRINCE  OF  PEACE  RLLE 


M" 


Lesson:  Isaiah  2:2-4;  9:2,  5-7;  Luke  2:8-14 

[EN  AND  NATIONS  have  been  at  war  since  the  be- 
ginning of  recorded  history.  Strange  as  it  seems, 
sometimes  the  hand  of  God  could  definitely  be  seen  in  it. 
Other  times  He  seems  to  have  "stood  back"  and  permitted 
men  and  machines  to  strike  terror  upon  the  earth.  But 
each  time,  out  of  the  futile  efforts  of  man  to  bring  about 
his  personal  desires,  God  has,  out  of  it  brought  glory  not 
to  man,  but  to  Himself. 

In  our  lesson  texts  for  today  we  have  the  prophecy  of 
Isaiah  which  deals  with  the  "Coming  Deliverer" — "The 
Prince  of  Peace"— "The  Lord  of  All  Glory."  He  says. 
"For  unto  us  a  child  is  born,  unto  us  a  son  is  given,"  and 
this  "Child"  shall  be  "The  Prince  of  Peace." 

Let  us  look  at  the  word  "Peace"  for  a  moment.  There 
is  a  vast  difference  between  peace  as  the  world  knows 
it  and  desires  it,  and  the  "Peace  which  passeth  all  human 
understanding,"  which  is  the  gift  of  the  Christ.  Remem- 
ber that  Josus  once  said  to  His  disciples.  "Peace  I  leave 
with  you,  my  peace  I  give  unto  you:  not  as  the  world, 
give  I  unto  you."  In  John  16:33  Jesus  says,  "These  things 
have  I  spoken  unto  you,  that  in  me  ye  might  have  peace. 
In  this  world  ye  shall  have  tribulation:  but  he  of  good 
cheer,  I  have  overcome  the  world.  It  was  Isaiah  who 
looked  out  across  the  centuries  ahead  and  saw  that  "over- 
coming of  the  world,"  not  just  an  unstable  peace  or  truce 
— a  mere  cessation  of  hostilities  until  one  or  the  other 
side  chooses  to  submit  or  to  continue  on  a  different  tact. 
And,  seeing  this  "world  peace"  brought  about  by  the 
"overcoming  by  the  Christ."  Isaiah  says,  "They  shall  beat 
their  swords  into  plowshares,  and  their  spears  into  prun- 
ing hooks:  nation  shall  not  lift  up  swoni  against  nation, 
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neither  shall  they   learn  war  any   nioio."   How   :soon   will 
that  come  to  pass?  Who  can  tell  ? 

After  all.  the  lesson  we  should  get  most  of  all  is  that 
which  will  lead  us  to  the  real  meaning  of  Christmas — 
the  time  of  celebrating  the  birthday  of  "The  Prince  of 
Peace."  As  these  notes  are  written  (two  months  before 
Christmas)  it  is  cert<unly  problematic  as  to  what  that 
day  shall  bring  foi-th  in  this  earth,  with  all  the  talk  of 
danger  of  bombings,  the  unrest  in  the  far  east,  the  strife 
between  Israel  and  the  Arabs,  the  talk  of  shortage  of 
food,  the  combined  bickering  in  the  United  Nations — 
all  of  \vh:ch  seemingly  points  to  anything  else  but  "Peace 
on  earth,  good  will  toward  men." 

But  in  the  heart  of  the  Christian  there  still  can  be,  re- 
gardless of  the  attitude  of  the  world  at  large,  that  Peace 
which  passes  human  understanding.  That  peace  which  is 
written  not  on  mere  "scraps  of  paper,"  but  in  the  human 
heart;  that  peace  of  mind  which  is  indescribably  precious 
and  which  cannot  be  taken  from  the  one  who  truly  be- 
lieves in  the  promises  of  the  True  and  L'ving  God.  To 
the  Christian  Christmas  is  a  time  of  peace. 
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ST.  JAMES,   MARYLAND 

The  writer  had  the  privilege  of  being  with  the  good 
people  of  the  .Brethren  Church  of  St.  James,  Maryland, 
and  their  pastor  Brother  Freeman  Ankrum  for  the  two 
weeks  from  October  26th  to  November  8th.  Upon  arrival 
iheie  this  pastor  found  the  church  building  undergoing 
a  great  change.  They  are  really  mak'ng  a  change.  When 
it  is  finished  they  will  certainly  have  a  beautiful  building; 
one  that  they  will  be  able  to  take  great  pride  in.  The 
one  remaikable  thing  about  the  building  program  is  that 
t'.';e  people  of  the  church  are  do'ng  most  of  the  work 
themselves.  As  the  men  have  a  little  time  now  and  then 
they  can  be  found  at  the  church  hard  at  work.  It  is  won- 
deiful  to  see  the  enthusiasm  and  the  cooperation  of  all 
these  good  people. 

The  membei-ship  of  the  church  is  widely  scattered.  It  re- 
quired the  pastor  of  the  church  covering  several  hundreds 
of  miles  in  his  Plymouth  to  see  many  of  his  congrega- 
tion; still  we  did  not  have  time  to  get  into  every  home. 
The  hospitality  of  the  homes  in  which  we  were  enter- 
tained was  of  the  very  highest.  It  caused  this  pastor  to 
greatly  enjoy  the  two  weeks.  He  found  one  and  all  to 
be  so  friendly;  he  will  not  soon  forget  his  time  R|)ent  in 
St.  James.  During  the  two  weeks  this  pastor  was  lodged 
in  the  home  of  brothei-  and  sister  Myron  L.  Bloom.  Here 
■8  a  wondei-fui  family;  a  family  with  great  zeal  for  the 
Lord  and  His  work.  Mr.  Bloom  is  Moderator  of  the  church 
and  Sunday  School  Superintendent. 

This  writer  was  glad  for  another  opportunity  to  enjoy 
the  Christian  fellowship  with  the  parsonage  family,  Rev. 
and  Mrs,  Freeman  Ankrum.  I  had  the  privilege  of  being 


with  them  in  a  two  weeks'  meeting  when  they  were 
Masontown,  Penna.  Brother  Ankrum  held  a  two  week 
meeting  in  Vandergrift,  Penna.  when  the  waiter  was  ser 
ing  both  Vandergrift  and  the  .Brush  Valley  Brethrt 
Churches.  Brother  Ankrum  is  to  be  commended  on  h 
tine  work  with  the  people  of  St.  James  Church.  The  ii 
terest  and  enthusiasm  there  is  wonderful. 

Delegations  were  present  from  the  Wayne  Heighi 
Brethren  Church  of  Waynesboro,  Penna.  and  from  tl 
Hagerstown  Brethren  Church,  including  the  parsonag 
family  in  both  cases,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  N.  V.  Leatherma 
and  Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  Ault  respectively.  Rev.  an 
Mrs.  Ralph  Mills  who  are  serving  the  Brethren  Churc 
of  Pittsburgh,  Penna,  were  also  present  for  several  evt 
nings.  Rev.  Mills'  home  is  in  Hagerstown.  He  M'as  visit 
ing  his  people  as  his  father  has  not  been  at  all  well.  Re^ 
and  Mrs.  Glenn  Shank  who  are  now  in  Krypton,  Ky.,  wer 
with  us  for  a  couple  of  evenings  also.  We  were  certainl 
glad  to  see  all  these  good  people. 

Many  thanks  to  the  people  of  St.  James  for  everythin; 
they  did  to  make  the  two  weeks  a  very  enjoyable  tinu 
Also  many  thanks  to  the  fine  people  of  the  Hillcres 
Brethren  Chui'ch  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  for  releasing  this  pas 
tor  for  the  two  weeks'  meeting. 

Percy  C.  Miller,   Dayton,  Ohio. 


PERU  REVIVAL 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  L.  0.  McCartneysmith  closed  a  very  suct 
cessful  Revival  at  .Burlington  Sunday  morning,  Octobeii 
25th,  and  traveled  to  Peru  in  time  to  begin  their  evani 
gelistic  campaign  that  same  evening.  Both  of  them  en- 
tered into  the  meetings  with  energy  and  zeal  in  spite  ol 
the  previous  campaign  with  no  intermission. 

The  messages  of  the  Evangelist  were  true  to  the  Word 
and  much  stronger  in  Brethren  doctrinal  content  than 
most  of  the  speakers  1  have  heard  for  a  long  time.  They 
were  proclaimed  without  fear  or  favor  and  we  feel  were 
very  helpful  to  the  local  church  and  to  the  community 
as  well.  Brother  McCartneysmith  centered  his  messages 
during  the  first  week  primarily  to  the  Church;  they  were 
very  effective. 

Mrs.  McCartneysmith  had  children's  programs  from 
four  to  five  o'clock.  These  were  very  interesting  and  one 
boy  became  so  enthused  that  he  brought  26  children  dur- 
ing the  two  weeks.  One  girl  brought  15.  These  services 
were  truly  effective  and  several  children  accepted  Chr'st 
and  were  baptized  as  a  result  of  them.  Mrs.  Bowman  gave 
a  series  of  Scene-O-felt  stories  to  assist  hei'.  Several 
othed  women  helped  Mrs.  McCar-tneysmith  and  took  their 
cars  to  bring  in  the  children.  This  work  not  only  v>'as 
helpful  to  the  children  but  gave  the  Church  a  lot  of  new 
contacts  which  will  produce  dividends  in  souls  saved  in 
the  future. 

The  McCartneysmiths  lived  with  the  Bowmans  during 
the  meetings.  It  was  a  real  privilege  to  have  them  in  our 
home;  the  relationship  was  of  the  best.  We  received  a 
real  blessing  through  this  personal  fellowsh'p.  They  were 
always  ready  to  accept  suggestions  for  the  advancement 
of  the  services  and  were  untir-ing  in  their  willingness 
to  call,  morning,  noon  or  night.  We  even  made  a  number 
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if  calls  after  tho  service  on  appoiiitMiciit.  Since  there 
ire  few  spell-binders  in  the  evangelistic  field  in  oui'  de- 
lomination;  it  seems  that  the  most  effective  evangelistic 
Ministry  is  in  personal  contact  in  the  homes.  Brother 
yicCartneysmith  is  a  master  in  this  type  of  evangelism; 
ills  approach  is  very  tactful  and  very  effective. 

There  were  10  first  time  confessions;  Nearly  the  er)tir(; 
jhurch  reconsecrated  themselves  for  ser"vice.  Many  others 
are  considering  salvation.  Recently  6  were  baptized,  2 
i&vae  by  letter  and  others  are  awaiting-  baptism.  The  at- 
tendance was  better  than  any  Revival  since  we  have  been 
in  Peru;  the  offerings  were  beyond  our  highest  expect- 
tions.  We  were  truly  blessed  through  this  ministry  and 
can  recommend  the  McCaiineysmiths  very  highly  as  ef- 
fective evangelists. 

J.  Milton  Bowman. 

THE  EVANGELISTIC  MEETING  AT  PERU, 
INDIANA 

Arrived  Peru,  Indiana,  4:00  P.  M.,  Sunday,  October 
25th,  to  begin  at  7:00  P.  M.  our  first  visit  to  this  congre- 
gation of  Brethren.  We  wei-e  billeted  with  the  Minister, 
Rev.  J.  Milton  Bowman  and  his  beloved  family,  with  the 
wholesome  welcome,  "Make  yourselves  at  home."  And 
indeed,  we  did  just  that! 

We  were  not  in  receipt  of  any  advance  information  as 
to  just  what  to  expect  in  or  from  this  congregation; 
therefore  our  joy  was  real  to  find  a  very  beautiful  church 
edifice  with  a  newly  decorated  inteiior,  a  lovely  quiet 
prayer  room,  with  lighted  candles  on  an  altar;  a  really 
"prepared"  atmosphere  in  which  to  begin  a  season  of 
spiritual  feasting. 

Beginning  promptly  at  7:00  P.  M.,  Mr.  Phil  Thrush,  of 
the  Center  Chapel  Church  gave  a  short  program  on  his 
Orgatron,  and  then  further  favored  with  an  accordion 
selection.  We  called  for  a  volunteer  choir,  and  the  re- 
sponse was  excellent.  A  fine  audience  greeted  us  at  our 
first  sei-vice,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  message,  every 
member  present  came  to  the  altar  for  a  very  thrilling 
reconsecration  service.  Prayers,  singing,  and  tears  of  joy 
mngled  together,  TRULY  HIS  PRESENCE  WAS 
THERE! 

'Tis  said  that  every  meeting  has  its  trials.  In  the  words 
of  our  much  beloved  Rev.  Ben.  Flora  (deceased)  "Every 
meeting  has  three  stages:  (1)  The  grumbling.  (2)  A  little 
grunting.  (3)  Getting  down  to  business."  In  many  places 
we  have  experienced  each  of  these  phases,  but  not  so 
here;  the  first  two  were  conspicuously  absent;  but  we 
found  a  zeal  and  earnestness  to  go  forward. 

The  Bowmans  had  truly  sown  the  seed  and  worked  un- 
tiringly with  these  faithful  ones,  and  it  is  our  earnest 
hope  that  they  may  continue  in  unity,  ever  upholding  the 
ministry  of  their  pastor.  Our  prayers  and  expectations 
for  these  Brethren  are  for  a  steady  and  unmoveable  for- 
ward march  in  "the  Faith  once  for  all  delivered  unto  the 
Saints." 

Brother  Bowman  had  a  good  list  of  prospects  and 
daily  he   and   the   evangelist  called  early  and  late. 

Children's  meetings  wei'e  conducted  daily  by  Mrs.  Bow- 
man   and   Mi-s.   McCartneysmith.   Result:    seven   first-time 


confessions.  Childien  concluded  their  meetingH  by  pre- 
senting memory  work  and  poetry  at  the  opening  HHnWum 
of  the  last  Friday  evening  .service.  Three  adult  confes- 
sions were  received,  and  the  promises  of  otherH,  making 
the    combined    number    of    ehlMren    and    adults    ten. 

These  dear  Brethren  have  had  a  rugged  :struggle,  but 
they  ;ire  a  praying  people  who  love  the  Word,  and  are 
growing  and  incrf^asing  in  nurnP)ers.  As  mentioned  in  our 
Burlington  report,  the  Bible  Reading  contest  was  on  in 
Peru,  and  our  dear  lijother  Ikenberry,  aged  82,  at  the 
first  Friday  evening  sei-vice  reported  the  reading  of  112 
chapters;  he  and  his  faithful  companion  had  attended  the 
services  each  night,  and  aftei-  the  service  mentioned  we 
had  a  nice  visit  with  them.  At  10:4.5  P.  M.  we  were  called 
with  the  Bowmans  to  his  home.  He  had  suffered  a  slight 
stroke.  Needless  to  say,  we  greatly  missed  these  dear  ones 
at  our  services,  but  in  calling  to  see  him  on  the  last  eve- 
ning  of  our   services,   we   found   him   greatly   improved. 

Visitors  from  Center  Chapel,  Denver,  College  Comers, 
North  Manchester,  Huntington,  Loree,  and  Teegarden 
were  present  at  various  services. 

Rev.  Bowman  had  provided  some  very  excellent  special 
music  which  included  solos  by  Rev.  Austin  Gable,  pastor 
Center  Chapel  and  Denver  Brethren  Churches,  H.  D. 
(Bud)  Hunter,  North  Manchester,  Indiana,  Mr.  Slaughter 
from  the  Peru  Baptist  Church,  the  Huntington  Biethren 
Mens'  Chorus  under  direction  of  Mrs.  C.  Y.  Gilmer  pre- 
sented several  numbers,  all  of  which  added  greatly  to  the 
interest  of  the  services.  The  newly  organized  Men's  Trio, 
of  the  First  Brethren  Church,  Messrs  Lipscomb,  Brown, 
and  Clingaman,  also  contributed  to  the  music  with  their 
testimony  in  song.  We  wish  to  here  express  our  sincere 
appi-eciation  and  thanks  for  the  loyal  support  in  atten- 
danance  and  participation  in  the  services  by  our  Brother 
Dr.  Claud  Studebaker,  in  both  the  Peru  and  Burlington 
meetings.  We  know  that  he  is  a  busy  minister  in  his  own 
fold. 

In  conclusion,  at  the  close  of  our  Sunday  evening  ser- 
vice, November  8th  a  coffee,  ice  cream  and  cake  "Fare- 
well" was  tendered  the  evangelists  in  the  church  par- 
lors, to  which  all  were  invited;  and  at  0:30  P.  M.  we 
were  sent  on  our  homeward  way  with  prayer  and  song. 
May  God  ever  bless  and  keep  you  Peruan  Brethren,  under 
His  watchful  care. 

Tlie   McCartneysmiths,   Evangelists, 
Waterloo,  Iowa. 
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RACY-ORNDORFF.  The  undersigned  officiated  in  the 
ceremony  in  which  Miss  Catherine  Geraldine  Racy  became 
the  bride  of  Arthur  James  Orndorff  on  October  17th  at 
our  home  at  Maurertown.  Virginia.  Mrs.  Orndorff  is  a 
faithful  member  of  the   St.   Luke   Brethren  congregation. 

It  had  also  been  my  high  privilege  to  baptize  and  re- 
ceive her  into  the  church  several  years  ago. 

— John  F.  Locke. 
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Christmas  Greetings  to  You 

from  your 

National  Sunday  School  Association 

Your  White  Gift  Offering  Will  Make  Possible- 
Summer  Camps 
Life-Work    Recruitment 
Summer  Conference    Displays 
Audio-Visual   Aids   Information 
Sunday   School    Promotion 
Aid  to  Ashland   College  and   Seminary 
Filmstrip   Service 

Enlarged  Adult  Sunday  School   Quarterly 
Student    Book   Service 
Aid   to    Brethren   Youth 
Vacation   Bible   School   Promotion 

The  Budget  for  1953-54 — 

Summer    Camps  $3500 

Promotional    Work  2750 

Ashland    College  2250 

Brethren    Youth  250 


$8750 


Send  All  Offerings  to  the  Treasurer — 

Professor   Henry    Bates, 
938    College    Boulevard, 
§  Ashland,   Ohio. 


NORTH   MANCHtSrtR,  INn,^."' 

J^e     Brethren     Evangelist 


Official  Organ  of  The  Brethren  Church 
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September    3.     19  28 

NO  EVANGELIST 

NEXT  WEEK 

In  keeping  with  our  policy,  there  will  be  no  Evangelist 
next  week.  The  next  issue  will  come  to  you  under  date 
of  January  2,  1954. 

I  leu  IS  of  general  Interest 


ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  Five  new  members  were  re- 
ceived into  the  St.  James  church  on  November  30th. 

MARIANNA,      PENNA.,      HIGHLAND      BRETHREN. 
The   young   people    are   scheduled   to   present   a  dramatic 


Christmas  Cantata,  "The  Last  Carol,"  on  Sunday  evenin] 
December  20th. 

PITTSBURGH,    PENNA.    Brother   Ralph   Mills    repor 
the  baptism  of  two  on  Sunday  evening,  November  29t| 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  Brother  William  S.  Crick,  for  moil 
than  five  years.  Pastor  of  the  Gratis  church,  has  teil 
dered  his  resignation.  He  has  been  called  by  the  Mi;| 
sionary  Board  to  take  over  the  responsibility  of  our  ne| 
mission  work  in  Newark,  Ohio. 

NORTH  GEORGETOWN,  OHIO.  Holy  Communion  wsl 
observed  on  November  29th.  .Bi-other  Don  Rowser  reporll 
that  attendance  at  their  Communion  services  has  show] 
a  steady  improvement. 

Mrs.   Jane   Byler  was  guest  speaker  at  the   W.   M. 
Public  Service,  held  on  December  6th. 

NORTH  MANCHESTER,  INDIANA.  Donald  Richarl 
Wolfe,  Jr.,  was  born  to  Rev.  and  Mrs.  D.  Richard)  Wolftl 
in  the  Wabash  hospital,  on  December  5th.  We  are  in 
formed   that   everyone    is    getting    along   just   fine. 

SOUTH  BEND,  INDIANA.  "Loyalty  Sunday"  was  ob 
served  on  December  6th,  with  Mr.  George  Beamer  bring 
ing  the  message. 

NAPPANEE,  INDIANA.  "Youth  Sunday"  was  observe* 
on  December  13th.  Brother  Meyer  says  that  the  youti 
were  in  charge  of  the  Sunday  School  opening,  the  morn 
ing  worship  service,  and  the  evening  service. 

COUNTY  LINE,  INDIANA.  Brother  Herbert  Gilmer  i; 
showing  the  series  of  Moody  Science  fihns  to  his  younj 
people  on  Sunday  evenings. 

MUNCIE,  INDIANA.  Revival  Services  were  conductec 
November  1st  to  15th.  Brother  Arthur  J.  Tinkel,  Pastoi 
of  the  Ardmore  church,  was  the  Evangelist. 

Brother  E.  J.  Black  was  tendered  a  surprise  party  or 
his  birthday  recently.  After  the  evening  revival  service 
more  than  90  members  and  friends  gathered  in  the 
church  basement  for  the  affair. 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  The  Men's  Bible  Class 
sponsored  the  showing  of  the  film,  "I  Beheld  His  Glory," 
Sunday  evening,  November  29th. 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  Baptismal  services  were  conducted 
Sunday  evening,  December  6th,  at  which  time  three  were 
baptized  and  received  into  membership  of  the  Waterloo 
church. 

TUCSON,  ARIZONA.  Brother  Vernon  D.  Grisso  re- 
ports an  average  Sunday  School  attendance  of  101,  foi 
November,  as  against  90  for  the  month  of  October. 


Seventy -Five   Years 


With  this  issue,  we  close  the  pages  on  another 
volume  of  The  Brethren  Evangelist — the  first 
year  of  service  for  thLs  Editor,  and  SEVENTY 
FIVE  YEARS  OF  PUBLICATION  for  THE 
EVANGELIST. 

We  pay  tribute  to  the  men  and  women  of  faith, 
vision,  and  the  spirit  of  sacrifice  and  service,  who 


hiave  put  their  lives  into  the  work  during  these 
75  years. 

The  next  issue,  to  come  to  you  under  date  of 
.lanuary  2,  1954,  will  contain  a  brief  history  of 
The  Brethren  Evangelist,  and  items  of  interest 
in  commemoration  of  our  DIAMOND  ANNIVER- 
SARY and  the  work  of  our  Publication  Company. 
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ONCE  AGAIN,  the  Christmas  Season 
is  here.  Christmas,  the  happiest  of 
days  for  many^ — the  saddest  day  for 
others.  At  no  other  season  of  the  year  are 
the  differences  between  hope  and  hope- 
lessness, assurance  and  fear,  plenty  and 
need,  "have  and  have-not,"  happiness  and 
sorrow,  loved  and  unloved,  etc.,  so  pro- 
nounced as  at  Christmas. 

Christmas  with  its  heavenly  message  of 
love,  forgiveness,  hope  and  assurance, 
touches  off  the  deepest  emotions  of  the 
heart  as  nothing  else  can  do.  Depending 
on  our  lot  in  life,  Christmas  increases  joy, 
or  enlarges  sorrow. 

It  is  not  so  much  the  conditions  ajound 
us  as  it  is  the  condition  of  our  heart  that 
spells  out  the  k'lid  of  Christmas  we  have. 

Many,  with  waim  hearths,  good  food, 
and  plenty,  will  be  the  loneliest,  the  sad- 
dest of  all.  Many,  who  are  cold,  ragged, 
and  hungry,  will  have  the  very  happiest 
kind  of  Christmas.  Yes,  dear  friends,  it  is 
not  the  abundance  of  earthly  things,  but 
the  presence  of  that  sw^eetest  mystic, 
heavenly  quality  known  as  LOVE,  that 
makes  for  contentment,  joy,  happiness  and 
peace  at  Christmas. 

It  is  available  lor  all  lonely,  sad  and 
troubled  hearts,  for  it  comes  from  the  One 
who  said,  "Peace  I  leave  with  you,  my 
peace  I  give  unto  you:  not  as  the  world 
giveth,  give  I  unto  you.  Let  not  your 
heart  be  troubled,  neither  let  it  be  afraid." 

It  is  available  because  of  the  love  of 
God  for  men. 

God's  love  was  given  for  sinful  men 
through  Jesus  Christ,  His  Son.  All  who 
call  upon  Him  and  all  who  humbly  come 
to  Him  shall  find  forgiveness,  happiness 
and  peace  of  heart. 

Christmas  touches  our  hearts  so  tender- 
ly because  the  love  of  God  is  in  it. 

Let    us,    today,    go    to     the     Bethlehem 
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manger;  let  us  worship  Him  a.s  did  the 
shepherds  and  wise  men  long  ago.  Let 
us  permit  His  power  and  love  to  purge 
our  hearts  of  all  the  little  jealousies  and 
hatreds;  all  the  secret  sins  and  desires; 
all  the  things  of  unforgiveness  and  self- 
ishness. 

We  must  remember  that  all  the  tinsel, 
lights,  candles,  trees,  carols  and  gifts  in 
the  world  cannot  create  for  us  a  Men-y 
Christmas  if  we  have  not  driven  from  our 
hearts  every  selfish  desire,  every  bit  of 
malice,  every  hatred  and  jealousy.  These 
must  be  removed  through  the  saving  pow- 
er of  our  Lord.  Christmas  is  a  good  time 
to  make  things  right,  too. 

Yes,  Christmas  is  a  happy  season.  Let 
the  Child  of  Bethlehem  enter  your  heart 
this  day.  Let  Him  fill  your  whole  life 
with  love,  joy,  peace,  longsuffering,  gen- 
tleness, goodness,  faith,  meekness  and 
temperance.  Then  as  you  sing  the  carols, 
trim  the  tree,  wrap  the  gifts,  greet  your 
friends,  go  to  church,  have  your  family 
dinner,  open  your  gifts  and  fellowsh'p  to- 
gether, you  will  be  truly  glad  it  is  Christ- 
mas. 

In  the  uii.isl  of  abundance,  if  GcmI's 
love  is  there,  peace  and  happiness  will  be 
yours.  If  Christmas  finds  you  with  little 
of  this  world's  provision,  then  with  the 
richness  of  God's  provision  and  His  love, 
peace  and  happiness  likewise  will  be 
yours. 

Christmas  will  truly  be  Christmas  for 
you  and  yours  if  Christ  is  in  your  heart. 
Don't  compromise- — give  Him  full  sway 
and  full  power  in  your  heart  for  a  day 
that  will  be  filled  with  the  overflowing 
blessings  from  the  Christ  whose  birthday 
we  celebrate. 

We  wish  for  you  a  Very  Merry  Christ- 
mas, adding  also  our  very  best  wishes  for 
a  Happy  and  Peaceful  New  Year — W.  S. 
R.  Editor. 
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LIGHT  AT  EVENTIDE 


THE  ONLY  PREVENTIVE  of  old  age  is  death.  The 
histoi-y  of  the  Brethren  from  the  time  of  the  small 
groups  digging  a  livelihood  from  rebellious  Pennsylvania 
soil,  to  the  widely  scattered  groups  of  the  present  indi- 
cate a  desire  to  aid  those  who  have  come  to  the  later 
years  of  life.  Where  the  Gospel  is  unknown  and  Christ 
unloved  and  unhonored,  there  is  little  if  any  regard  to 
those  whose  lives  in  the  main,  are  past. 

It  is  the  intent  and  thought  of  this  limited  article  to 
mention  just  one  Institution  dedicated  to  the  care  of 
those  who  have  reached  the  sere  and  mellow  years.  This 
one  is  located  not  far  East  of  Hagerstown,  Maryland's 
old,  historic  and  still  growing  city.  Nestling  at  the  west- 
ern foot  of  South  Mountain,  with  its  acres  spreading  up 
until  twenty-five  acres  of  Mountain  land  is  within  its 
bounds,  is  the  Home  named  in  honor  of  one  who  first 
aided  in  its  origin.  For  many  years  it  has  been  known  as 
The  Fahrney  Memorial  Home  for  the  Aged.  Just  outside 
the  village  of  Mapleville,  with  a  Post  Office  add]ess  of 
Boonsboro,  R.  D.  No.  2,  finds  the  location.  The  back  drop 
is  the  Mountain  wall  and  the  forefront  is  the  Cumberland 
Valley  sjircading  foi'  some  twenty  miles  until  Fairview 
Mountain  marks  the  extent  of  the  Western  view. 

The  first  mention  of  the  establishment  of  a  home  for  old 
folks  in  Maryland  by  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  came 
fi-om  the  Monocacy  Church  in  a  query  to  the  District  of 
Eastern  Maryland,  April  J 9,  ]8t>2.  It  was  presented  in  the 
form  of  a  petition  asking  the  Disti-ict  to  confer  with  the 
District  of  Western  Maryland  in  an  efl'ort  to  diaft  plans 
for  the  establishment  of  such  an  Institution.  Their  request 
met  with  a  favorable  reception  and  was  granted.  A  Com- 
mittee was  appointed.  This  consisted  of  Samuel  H.  Utz, 
Chairman;  Peter  D.  Fahrney,  Secretary  and  E.  W.  Stoner. 
This  group   of  men   immediately  got  busy  and  when   the 


Conference  of  1893  met,  they  presented  their  plans  and 
recommendations.   There   was   no   definite   action   taken. 

The  fact  that  nothing  came  immediately  from  the  rec- 
ommendations of  the  original  committee  did  not  discour- 
age them.  Brethren  are  accustomed  with  their  German 
determination  to  keep  on  with  their  projects.  It  was  not 
until  some  ten  years  later,  July  16,  1903,  that  a  joint 
committee  appointed  from  the  Eastern  and  Middle  Dis- 
tricts of  Maryland  met  at  the  home  of  Dr.  Peter  Fahrney 
of  Frederick,  Maryland.  Various  things  led  to  a  revival  of 
interest.  Who  can  say  but  that  in  adding  ten  years  to  the 
the  life  of  the  Brethren,  some  of  them  may  have  been 
brought  closer  to  the  need  of  such  a  home. 

It  was  not  enough  to  decide  that  such  was  needed,  but 
there  must  be  a  location.  Many  things  of  a  practical  na- 
ture were  to  be  met  and  settled.  A  suitable  property  must 
be  secured.  After  much  deliberation  the  summer  home 
of  Peter  Fahrney,  of  Chicago,  was  considered.  This  large 
brick  building  near  Mapleville  known  as  "San  Mar"  was 
thought  to  be  a  favorable  location  for  the  home.  When 
Dr.  Fahrney  of  Chicago  learned  of  the  decision  of  the 
Committee  and  their  proposed  plans,  he  donated  the 
house  and  three  acres  of  land,  and  the  former  Dr.  Peter 
Fahrney's  original  office  building  and  laboratory,  which 
it  was  stipulated  must  be  kept  in  repair  and  perpetuated 
as  a  memorial  to  him.  , 

I 

In  the  matter  of  the  final  location  of  the  home,  honor 

must  be  given  to  Jessie  Weybright  of  Detour,  Maryland, 
who  learned  through  a  friend  in  Waynesboro,  Pennsyl- 
vania, that  the  home  of  Dr.  Fahrney  would  make  an  ideal 
place  for  the  home.  After  many  discouragements  Mr. 
Weybright  brought  the  matter  to  a  successful  conclusion. 
Before  the  Home  was  organized,  the  donor  of  the  original 
home.  Dr.  Peter  Fahrney  died. 


DECEMBER    H),    1953 

It  may  be  stated  in  this  connection  that  just  across  the 
highway  is  an  Orphans  Home  known  as  The  Peter  Gray 
Orphans  Home,  which  is  operated  by  the  state  and  has 
no   relation  to   its  neighbor,  the  Home   for  the   mk'^iI. 

The  writer  knew  Jessie  Weybright  in  his  last  yeais, 
and  while  the  brilliant  mind  was  not  in  its  prime,  ui'vci- 
thelesa  glimmers  of  a  great  mentality  were  ever  ()icsciit. 

Following  the  Incorporation  of  the  1  Ionic,  the  Trustees 
purchased  fron:  Dr.  Peter  Fah)'ney's  widow  and  from 
others,  nearby  farms  totaling  23()  acres.  J''i(ini  time  to 
itime  land  was  sold  until  it  finally  came  to  the  piesent 
size  of  90  acres  with  some  25  acres  of  mountain   land. 

The  original  Fahrney  home  as  it  faced  the  west  was 
a  substantial  two  story  brick  with  a  porch  along  the 
front  and  bay  windows  both  upstairs  and  down  on  the 
southern  side. 

Large,  though  the  home  was,  it  was  only  the  first  of 
several  units  added  as  need  demanded.  In  1907,  an  addi- 
tion was  built  to  the  southeast  corner  of  the  original 
building.  This  addition  was  three  stories  high  with  a  dou- 
ble porch.  Still  the  needs  increased  and  in  1915  an  ad- 
dition was  built  to  the  North  end  of  the  home  to  be 
used  as  a  men's  dormitory.  The  kitchen  and  dining  rooms 
which  had  naturally  become  too  small  were  both  enlarged 
with  the  addition  of  an  electric  light  plant  and  the  in- 
stallation of  a  hot  water  system.  The  kitchen  just  re- 
cently has  been  completely  modernized  with  every  type 
of  labor  saving  equipment.  Time  brought  even  more  needs 
and  in  the  short  space  of  three  years,  or  to  be  exact  in 
1918,  a  large  room  seating  some  200  and  used  as  a  Chapel 
was  built  to  the  Southwest  end  of  the  house.  Over  this 
were  placed  dormitory  rooms. 

The  Fahrney  Home  for  the  Aged  was  Incorporated, 
March  22,  1905.  The  Incorporators  being,  Abram  ,B.  Barn- 
hart,  W.  Scott  Reichard,  D.  Victor  Long,  Ezra  E.  Beach- 
ley  (His  son  Donovan  R.  Beachley,  of  Hagerstown,  is 
now  Vice  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees)  Samuel  D. 
Frownfelter  and  Daniel  A.  Thomas. 

Here  follows  some  brief  statements  from  articles  of 
Incorporation.  "The  corporation  is  for  the  charitable  and 
benevolent  purpose  of  establishing  and  maintaining  a 
home  for  the  aged  members  of  the  German  Baptist  or 
Church  of  the  Brethren  of  Maryland."  "The  principal  of- 
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fice  is  at  the  home  "San  Mar,"  near  lioon.Hboro,  in  Wa.Hh- 
ington  County,  Maryland." 

Improvements  have  been  made  during  the  year«.  In 
1940  the  Hospital  rooms  were  reconditioned  and  the  hali.s 
of  the  Home  repainte<i.  Fire  escapes,  refrigerator  plantH 
and  a  stoker  system  installed,  ^fhe  f-nd  is  not  yet.  Here, 
in  1953  greater  plans  arc  in  the  making.  Construction  will 
soon  start  on  a  two  story  brick  and  .steel  building  which 
will  provide  a  major  expansion  of  facilities  of  the  Home. 
l"'ifty-seven  churches  of  Maryland's  Eastern  and  .Middle 
Districts  are  raising  money  for  the  remodeling.  The  new 
addition  will  provide  room  for  33  more  guests.  As  this 
article  is  being  written  there  are  43  guests  in  the  Home, 
13  men  and  30  women.  At  their  ages  the  figures  may 
change  almost  over  night.  The  oldest  person  living  there 
is  94  years  of  age. 

The  new  addition  has  been  made  possible  by  the  Clar- 
ence Keedy  memorial  fund.  ITie  late  Mr.  Keedy  left  a 
sizeable  estate  to  provide  a  home  for  aged  gentlemen  of 
Washington  County.  The  Trustees  of  the  Home  and  the 
Keedy  estate  have  joined  forces  and  the  Home  will  now 
be  known  as  The  Fahrney-Keedy  Memoi'ial  Home.  Blue 
prints  for  the  big  steel  and  brick  building  to  be  joined 
to  the  South  wing  of  the  present  structure  have  been 
recently  completed  with  actual  construction  soon  to  fol- 
low. 

Many  changes  have  taken  place  since  the  first  Super- 
intendent took  upon  his  shoulders  the  responsibility  of 
bringing  light  to  the  darkening  years  of  the  aged.  He 
was  Levi  Bear.  His  salaiy  was  $150.00  a  year  and  main- 
tenance. 

Rates  for  the  Home  at  its  beginning  were  $5.00  per 
month  for  board  and  $1.00  for  washing.  Those  financially 
able  were  asked  to  pay  $10.00  per  month. 

According  to  the  minutes,  Michael  Hockman,  from 
Hagerstown  was  the  first  guest  to  be  admitted  to  the 
Home. 

The  Home  today  is  managed  by  the  follo'^ing  Board 
of  Trustees,  Malcom  A.  Long,  of  Baltimore,  President; 
Donavan    R.    Beachley    of    Hagerstown   is   Vice    President 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIS' 


Missionary    Department 


"ADELANTE  JUVENTUD" 

("Youth  oil  the  Mairh."  or  "Forward  Ycnith") 

Recognizing  the  possibilities  of  a  radio  piogiani  at  a 
goe-)d  listening  hour  and  with  an  audience  over  a  wide  area 
(which  is  already  ;vssured),  the  Missionary  Board  has 
budgeted  a  sum  this  year  for  the  development  and  contin- 
uation of  such  a  work. 

In  an  earlier  issue  we  explained  that  Rob  Byler  had 
been  helping  to  build  and  broadcast  programs  of  Christian 
evangelism  which  go  out  each  week  from  station  Colonia 
in  I'ruguay— tape  recorded  in  Buenos  Aires.  (At  present 
June  is  helping  also.)  Since  we  have  begun  supporting 
this  ministry,  additional  time,  at  a  popular  listening  hour 
(9-9:30  on  Tuesday  evening)  has  been  granted  for  this 
program. 

The  possibilities  of  this  radio  evangelism  ministry  are 
almost  unlimited.  Letters  coming  in  indicate  an  audience 
from  Argentina,  Paraguay,  Chile,  Brazil  and  Cuba.  It  ap- 
pears that  the  Brethren  are  availing  themselves  of  a 
priceless  opportunity. 


A  LETTER  FROM  JANET  KING 

Dear  Mother,  Dad,  and  all  the  rest: 

Since  this  is  one  of  the  nicest  days  I've  had  since  I've 
been  in  Africa  and  I'm  in  one  of  the  nicest  spots,  since 
I've  been  asked  to  accompany  the  school  children  (C.B.M.) 
to  their  stations  in  the  back  of  mission  lorry  the  day 
.school  is  out  (Nov.  18th — just  10  more  days)  and  since 
I  have  so  much  to  do  in  that  short  time,  I  decided  I 
wanted  to  get  away  a  little  and  try  to  catch  up  on  my 
letter- writing,  etc.  Also  I  want  to  write  my  Christmas 
letter  and  get  it  printed  at  the  Niger  Press  before  I  leave. 

I  came  out  here  to  the  United  Missionary  Place  for 
just  a  day.  They  are  just  building  it  up  now.  I  slept  in 
the  vacation  house  which  has  four  lovely  bed  rooms  and  a 
bath.  There  are  none  of  their  missionaries  here  now  on 
holiday;  so  I  had  the  whole  place  to  myself. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Honsberger  (from  Canada)  are  in  charge 
of  the  place.  They  provide  board  and  room  for  the  school 
children  who  come  to  Hillcrest  as  day  pupils.  They  have 
only  three  now,  but  after  next  term,  they  are  expecting 
to  have  twelve;  they  also  do  the  cooking  for  the  guests. 
The  meals  are  simply  wonderful. 

The  autocycle 

I  drov(-  out  just  before  dark  last  evening  on  my  auto- 
cycle— just  in  time  for  supper.  It  is  about  five  miles 
from  Jos  and  all  but  the  last  half  mile  is  blacktopped; 
so  it  is  a  nice  ride.  I  am  having  more  fun  on  my  auto- 
cycle the.se  days.  I  ride  it  back  and  forth  to  school  al- 
mo.st  all  the  time.  Some  of  the  boys  at  school  are  paint- 
ing it   red,  white   and   blue;   and   I  had  the  carpenter  at 


Hillcrest  make  me  a  box  with  a  lid  and  lock  to  put  o' 
the  back  for  carrying  things  in.  I  got  a  new  tube,  som 
time  back,  ajid  have  ordered  several   more  and  a  coupl 
of  tires  from  Lagos.  I  had  to  have  the  spark  plug  cleanecl 
the  clutch  adjusted  and  a  few  other  things  done  last  week! 
I  also  had  to  have  the  tail  light  fixed  and  get  a  new  horiil 
On  a  straight  good  road  I  can  go  thirty  miles  an  hour 
but   I   usually  go  much   more   slowly — especially   if  ther(| 
is  any  traffic;  so  don't  worry,  Mother. 

Vacation    Place 

I  went  to  bed  early  last  night  (about  9:30)  becaus< 
they  have  no  electricity  here,  and  it's  hard  to  read  b> 
coal-oil  lamps.  (I  think  it's  really  a  blessing  not  to  hav( 
electricity  sometimes).  This  morning  I  woke  at  5:00,  but 
didn't  get  up  until  5:30,  because  it  was  quite  dark.  Aren't 
you  all  surprised  at  me?  Well,  there's  more  to  that,  too, 
ri  tell  you  later.  By  5:45  I  was  dressed  and  wide  awake 
and  up  here  in  the  "Upper  Chambei'." 

The  "Upper  Chaimber" 

What  a  pei-fectly  delightful  place  this  is.  Just  a  few 
feet  behind  the  vacation  house  is  a  huge  pile  of  boulders 
— really  big.  They  have  cemented  here  and  there  to  make 
steps,  and  filled  in  some  dangerous  places,  and  moved  a 
few  big  stones  to  make  a  lovely  little  room  way  up  high  I 
in  the  rocks.  There  are  four  or  five  different  flights  of 
steps — twenty  in  all.  But  the  most  unusual  thing  of  all  is 
this  little  room.  Its  floor  and  walls  and  ceiling  are  just 
big  rocks  of  different  sizes  and  shapes.  At  the  far  side 
of  the  room  it  is  like  a  balcony  with  a  wall  of  cement 
and  stone  flower  box  on  top  to  keep  any  one  from  fall- 
ing down — there's  a  drop  of  perhaps  40  or  50  feet  to  the 
rocks  below. 

As  you  look  out  over  the  country  you  can  see  the 
rugged,  rocky  hills;  the  white  new  houses,  with  their  shin- 
ing, silver  (tin)  roofs  in  the  new  section  of  Jos,  called 
"AngloJos"  where  the  white  people  have  made  a  little 
suburb;  the  small  fields  and  little  round,  grass-roofed 
houses  of  the  Africans;  hedges  of  cacti;  the  dry,  brown 
grass  (dry  season  is  really  here)  and  the  beautiful  green 
trees. 

When  I  first  reached  here  this  moraing,  the  sky  in  the 
east  was  just  getting  light,  and  I  watched  as  the  sun  came 
up  about  6:15).  (The  days  and  nights  are  almost  equal 
now,  and  the  sun  sets  about  the  same  time  in  the  evening). 
I  wrote  a  letter,  had  my  morning  devotions  and  then  had 
a  little  rock-climbing;  then  I  was  really  starved  fo  a  big 
breakfast  of  cereal,  bread,  grape  fruit,  eggs  and  coffee. 

After  taking  a  roll  of  film,  I  had  my  own  Sunday 
school  class  up  here  in  the  "Upper  Chamber."  Then  I  be- 
gan this  letter  to  you.  Before  I  finished  it,  it  was  time 
for  dinner,  and  guess  what  we  had  for  dessert? — Banana 
splits!   Mrs.  Fletcher  has  invited  Jeanet  and  me  over  to 
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supper  at  her  house  tonight,  and  that's  what  she's  Roinj? 
to  have  too. 

Oh,  yes,  one  more  thing  about  this  Ujjpcr'  Chamber: 
Someone  has  named  each  rock:  the  huge  rock  which  is 
the  floor  is  called  "faith";  the  rock  which  makes  tin- 
roof  is  "goodness";  it  is  supported  by  "peace,"  "gentle- 
ness" and  the  little  rock  "long  suffering";  at  one  corner 
is   "love"   witli   "joy"   resting  on   it   and    the   "peace"    i  ock ; 


on  either  side  of  the  room  i«  "temp*;rance"  and  "meek- 
ness." It  is  a  delightful  spot  in  which  to  pray,  rea^i  Go'J'f- 
Word,  and  just  rest.  It  is  up  high;  ho  there  Ih  a  goM 
breeze  blowing  around  through  the  rocks,  and  you  can 
sit  in  the  sun  or  shade.  Next  term  I  think  I'rn  going  U> 
com'i  out  here  often  for  a  day  and  bring  my  lunch  with 
me.  It's  good  just  to  get  away  a  little  from  everyb'.Kly 
and  to  give  them   a  rest  from   rrie  too  .  .  . 

I.ove,    .Janet. 
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and  Albert  M.  Long,  also  of  Hagerstown,  is  Secretary- 
Treasurer.  The  Fahrney  Trustees  are  selected  by  mem- 
bers of  the  51  congregations  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
which  support  the  Home. 

It  may  be  stated  in  this  connection  that  the  Elder 
Dr.  Peter  Fahrney  is  buried  in  the  graveyard  adjoining 
the  Fahrney  Church  near  Mapleville.  He  died  in  1837 
and  rests  within  sight  of  the  farm  and  territory  over 
which  he  worked  and  walked. 

From  the  earliest  days  at  Geimantown,  the  leaders  of 
the  Brethren  have  had  a  sympathetic  interest  in  those 
who  had  come  to  the  end  of  life,  and  ofttimes  were  in 
need  in  their  old  age.  The  Germantown  congregation  main- 
tained a  "Widow's  Home,"  for  their  homeless  members. 
Alexander  Mack  Jr.,  tells  of  one  who  had  fallen  away 
from  the  church  at  times,  but  who  came  back  in  her  need. 
Some  were  not  inclined  to  be  too  sympathetic  toward 
her  in  her  plight.  The  congregation  however  agreed  to 
give  her  a  quarter  of  flour  each  month.  Elder  Mack  adds, 
"I  would  have  been  better  pleased  if  they  had  added  a 
pound  of  butter."  The  day  came  when  the  brethren  took 
away  the  quarter  of  flour  from  the  old  lady.  "Then  my 
thoughts  stood  still.  The  reflections  on  this  subject  have 
gradually  in  this  New  Year,  plunged  my  soul  into  sor- 
row," stated  the  aged  Alexander  Mark,  Jr.  So  heavy  was 
his  sorrow  that  he  could  not  rest  and  called  to  his  loom 
a  few  of  the  members,  and  as  a  result  of  this  conference 
announced,  "that  on  next  Saturday  a  quarter  of  good 
flour  and  a  pound  of  good  butter  shall  go  to  the  widow." 
He  keenly  felt  the  responsibility  toward  the  aged  and 
unfortunate.  He  closed  his  appeai  with  the  following 
words,  "Whoever  among  the  brethren  is  sure  in  his  mind 
that  the  widow  belongs  in  the  "House  for  the  Poor"  to 
him  God  will  give  so  much  wisdom  that  he  can  persuade 
her  to  make  request  to  be  received  therein.  Until  then 
she  lies  at  our  door." 

The  capable  Superintendent  and  Matron  of  the  Fahr- 
ney Home  are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Kunz.  She  before 
marriage  was  Elizabeth  Benedict,  of  Waynesboro,  Penn- 
sylvania. She  is  a  graduate  nurse.  It  was  the  writer's 
good  pleasure  to  leani  when  courteously  received  in  the 
Home  office,  that  the  Matron  was  fulfilling  in  this  day 
and  age,  that  which  her  ancestor  Uncle,  Alexander  Mack, 
Jr.,   so   strongly   contended   for  in   the   experience   of   the 


needy  Germantown  widow.  The  Benedicts  are  descended 
from  John  and  Nancy  Mack  Benedict.  Nancy  was  the 
granddaughter  of  John  Mack,  who  was  the  .son  of  Alex- 
ander Mack,  Sr.  Nancy  died  March  22,  1874  lacking 
only  a  few  months  of  reaching  the  long  span  of  one  hun- 
dred years. 

"We  are  desirous  of  making  this  not  a  last  stop  at  the 
end  of  life,  but  a  real  home  for  the  guests,"  said  the  Su- 
perintendent to  the  writer.  This  they  conscientiously  and 
kindly  attempt  to  do.  The  task  is  far  from  easy  and  many 
times  discouraging.  Bodies  and  minds  are  frail.  There  are 
those  whose  confused  minds  are  unable  to  distingnish  as 
the  shadows  lengthen,  between  reality  and  imagination. 
For  them  life's  sunrise  is  far  away  and  the  sunset  ap- 
proaches. To  bring  light  in  the  days  when  long  years  of 
activity  have  slowed  down,  is  in  itself  a  challenge.  Little 
tasks  prevent  the  heavy  hanging  of  time  like  a  millstone 
about  the  necks  of  the  guests.  Visitors  are  welcome  and 
a  homey  atmosphere  is  provided  where  surrounded  by 
material  comforts,  those  visitors  may  be  received.  Even 
Television  is  provided  for  those  who  desire  to  see  the 
passing  events  of  the  world  from  the  safe  confines  of  the 
well  furnished  and  comfortable  room. 

In  order  to  be  able  to  render  the  highest  and  most  effi- 
cient service  as  a  Matron,  who  must  in  every  day  life 
come  closer  to  many  of  the  guests  than  the  Superinten- 
dent, meetings  are  attended.  In  July  of  this  year  she  at- 
tended the  International  Conference  on  the  Chui-ch  and 
care  of  Older  People.  This  was  a  closed  Conference,  in 
that  being  International  the  numbers  were  limited  from 
each  denomination.  The  largest  number  permitted  from 
any  one  being  ten.  The  Church  of  the  Brethren  was  per- 
mitted six.  This  convention  was  held  at  Williams  on  Lake 
Geneva,  Wisconsin.  Here  was  engaged  the  study  of  the 
aged  with  their  needs,  and  methods  were  learned  to  make 
their   latter  days   more   pleasant   and   comfortable. 

When  the  day's  work  has  been  finished,  and  the  guests 
have  retired,  then  the  Superintendent  and  Mati-on  take 
stock.  At  the  end  of  the  day  there  is  time  for  contem- 
plation. There  have  been  problems  to  solve,  small  dif- 
ferences of  opinions  to  arbitrate,  misunderstandings  to 
clear  up.  They  who  have  delegated  their  talents  to  the 
bringing  of  hope,  comfort  and  cheer  to  those  whose  go- 
ing to  the  long  home  is  not  far  hence,  also  need  appre- 
ciation for  their  efforts.  This  may  in  a  sense  be  given 
them  in  the  words  of  one  who  recently  came  to  the  home 
as  a  guest.  "I  was  considering  this  and  another  home.  I 
chose  this  one  and  feel  that  it  is  an  answer  to  prayer.'" 

St.  James.  Marvland. 
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What  Does  Christ 


T^HE  STORY  IS  OLD  but  the  charm  and  beauty 
-•■  of  Christmas  never  grows  old.  It  appeals  to 
all  peoples,  and  is  told  in  as  many  different  ways, 
but  it  matters  not  wlio  tells  the  story,  or  how  it 
is  told,  it  touches  the  human  heart  as  no  other 
story. 

Never  until  the  birth  of  this  Babe  had  babies 
counted  for  much  in  the  affairs  of  men.  Infancy 
is  dignified  forever  by  the  Manger  of  Bethlehem; 
womanhood  ennobled — motherhood  became  sa- 
cred. 

No  other  babe  influenced  tlie  world  as  did  the 
birth  of  Jesus, 

The  world  was  astir,  a  decree  went  out  from 
Rome  that  all  must  pay  tax  to  the  government — 
the  decree  must  be  obeyed.  Joseph  took  Mary 
with  him  to  Bethlehem,  the  city  of  David,  to  be 
taxed.  The  trip  was  slow  and  tedious.  They 
stopped  at  an  inn  for  lodging,  only  to  be  turned 
away — no  room — they  were  poor;  no  money — no 
room  for  the  Saviour  of  the  world. 

To  the  Christian,  this  is  the  saddest  part  of  the 
Christmas  story. 

Is  the  world  any  different  today?  Are  individ- 
uals making  room  for  Him  in  their  hearts  and 
lives?  Has  He  a  place  in  our  homes,  and  is  He 
worshipped  in  our  churches? 

No  room  for  the  Saviour — His  deity  is  often 
denied.  Today  He  is  just  as  much  of  an  outcast 
as  in  the  days  of  Caesar. 

An  old  legend  says  that  as  the  supreme  hour 
approached,  Joseph  led  Mary  into  this  dark  cave; 
when  Mary  entered,  the  cave  was  filled  with  light, 
and  thus  it  continued,  day  and  night  as  long  as 
Mary  remained. 

In  this  cave  her  IJabe  was  born — angels  hov- 
ered over  mother  and  Child,  and  sang,  "Glory  to 
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God  in  the  highest,  i 
toward  men."  Thoug 
lowly,  it  was  celebra 
angels  of  heaven.  M 
sang  praises  to  God. 

Back  in  the  hills 
watched  over  their  : 
came  to  them  and  s 
good  tidings  of  greai 
this  day  in  the  city  c 
Christ  the  Lord  " 

He  came  to  the  sh 
He  came  to  the  wise 
He  came  to  the  fishe 
and  followed  Him.  He 
burdens  away.  He  caij 
give  life  and  peace  to' 
received  Him? 

Today  the  world  is 
rible  load  of  sin  and 
there  is  unrest  and  J 
touch  of  the  sweetne 
Christmas  story. 

In  these  modern  i 
thoughts  of  gifts,  an 
Givei" — of  the  trees  ar 
crown  of  thorns. 

This  is  the  time  wh 
the  peak  in  their  busii 
to  commercialize  the 
world's  history.  Instea 
become  a  burden,  a  hi 
"I  am  glad  it  is  over." , 

We  would  not  take 
come  to  you  or  rob  tl 
mas,  but  this  day  sho 
whose  birthday  we  C( 
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i?s  Mean  To  You? 


ICHOLAS 


earth  peace,  good  will 

birth    on    earth    was 

ith  hallelujahs  by  the 

les  of  heavenly  hosts 

Bethlehem,  shepherds 
by    night.    An    angel 

^'ear  not,  I  bring  you 
for  unto  you  is  born 

id  a  Saviour,  which  is 

ds,  they  sang  praises, 
they  worshipped  Him. 
they  left  their  nets 
;  to  take  our  sins,  our 
>  raise  fallen  man — to 
)ubled  world.  Have  we 

gering  beneath  a  ter- 
ring — wherever  we  go 
The  world  needs  the 
f    the    Christ    of    the 

s,  Christmas  brings 
;  of  the  Gift  and  the 
idles,  not  the  tree  and 

erchants  aim  to  reach 
Christians  are  helping 
sacred  event  in  the 
a  happy  season  it  has 
ip.  Too  often  we  hear, 

y  one  joy  that  should 
ildi-en  of  their  Christ- 
)e  a  glad  day  for  Him 
ate,   and,  who  endured 


the  cross  for  you  and  me.  May  we  not  forget 
God's  Gift  in  our  eagerness  to  give  and  receive 
earthly  gifts. 

There  is  no  event  in  history  to  compare  with 
His  coming  into  the  world,  unless  it  would  be 
His  cry  on  the  cross.  "It  is  finished !"  Without  the 
Babe  in  Bethlehem,  there  would  have  been  no 
cross  on  Calvary.  The  Bethlehem  event  must  ever 
shine  upon  the  darkness  of  the  world  until  that 
day  when  He  comes  again  in  the  clouds  of  glory. 

The  heart  of  Christmas  discloses  the  depths  of 
God's  love.  "God  so  loved  the  world  that  He  gave 
His  only  Son." 

As  Jesus  came  to  Bethlehem,  so  He  comes  to 
live  in  the  hearts  of  men.  He  came  that  God 
might  reveal  Himself  to  men — that  they  might 
see  God  in  Him  and  give  themselves  in  service  to 
Him.  To  find  no  room  in  the  hearts  and  lives  of 
men  for  this  Braba  in  the  mangei',  thwai'ts  this 
purpose.  The  hearts  today  are  often  no  kinder 
than  that  of  the  innkeeper. 

The  source  of  all  joy,  peace  and  hope  lies 
cradled  in  the  manger  of  Bethlehem.  The  world 
asks,  'iWhy?"  It  is  a  pledge  of  God's  forgiveness 
and  love  toward  men.  It  reveals  God  to  man — it 
gives  hope — it  brings  God  out  of  the  distance — so 
near  that'  He  shares  our  burdens  and  consoles  our 
sorrows. 

Will  we  make  Christmas  a  day  of  joy,  of  praise 
and  worship  to  Him  who  has  done  so  much  for 
you  ? 

Will  you,  like  the  wise  men,  Worship  Him? 

Will  you,  like  the  shepherds.  Rejoice? 

Will  you,  like  the  fishermen.  Follow  Him? 

Elkhart,  Indiana. 
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TOPIC   FOR   DECEMBER  27,   1953 

GOD  WITH   IS— A  SAVIOUR 

Scripture  Reading:  Matthew  1:18-25 

"Thou  shalt  call  his  name  Jesus:  for  he  shall  save  his 
people  from  their  sins."  Matthew  1 :21. 

TT  GIVES  MANY  PEOPLE  a  kind  of  shock  to  find  that 
this  name  belonged  to  others  than  our  Lord,  that  it 
was  borne  by  scores  of  Hebrew  boys.  There  was  a  Jesus 
among  the  ancestors  of  Christ;  according  to  a  legend, 
Barabbas  is  related  to  have  had  Jesus  as  part  of  his 
name.  In  Colossians  4:11,  we  read  that  there  was  a  man 
called  Jesus  among  the  companions  of  St.  Paul.  Although 
the  name  has  become  sacred  to  us,  it  was  once  as  ordi- 
nary and  familiar  as  Joseph,  John,  or  James. 

"Jesus  is  the  name  exalted 

Over  every  other  name; 
In    this    name,    whene'er   assaulted. 

We  can  put  our  foes  to  shame." 

1.  JESUS  IS  WITH  US  TO  SAVE  US  FROM  OUR 
.SINS.  The  Apostle  Paul  tells  us  what  we  all  know  from 
experience  that  "All  have  sinned  and  come  short  of  the 
glory  of  God."  We  may  try  to  hide  our  sin  and  pretend 
that  we  are  always  as  good  as  we  ought  to  be,  but  the 
Bible  tells  us,  "Be  sure  your  sin  will  find  you  out."  The 
brothers  of  Joseph  thought  that  they  had  covered  up 
the  sin  of  murder  by  dipping  Joseph's  coat  in  a  basin 
of  blood  and  then  by  telling  a  lie,  but  there  came  a  day 
when  they  had  to  face  their  nasty  crime  before  their 
brother  and  their  father. 

"He  shall  save  his  people  from  their  sins."  Here  is  the 
earliest  promise  in  the  New  Testament.  It  tells  that 
•Jesus  is  the  Saviour:  not  a  great  man  or  a  great  leader 
only,  but  the  Saviour  in  the  last  and  highest  sense.  He 
.saves  all  who  trust  Him,  too,  from  their  sin.s — not  from 
mere  punishment,  or  fi'om  unpleasant  consequences,  or 
from  anything  at  all  except  sin  itself. 

"He's   God    Himself,   come   down   from    Heaven    to    raise 

us  when  we  fall; 
He's  come  to  heal   us  when  we're  sick,  to  heai-  us  when 

we  call; 
If  He  hadn't  come  to  do  us  good.  He  wouldn't  have  come 

at  all. 
"He  didn't  come  to  judge  the  world,  He  didn't  come  to 

blame. 
He  didn't  only  come  to  seek;  it  was  to  save  He  came; 
And  when   we  call   Him    Saviour,  then   we  call     Him     by 

His  name." 

W.  JESUS  SAVES  US  BY  RESTORING  US.  Many  times 
in  the  Gospels,  salvation  means  simply  restored  conditions 
and  repaired  functions;  as  when  we  read  that  the  sick  were 
brought  close  to  our  Lord  and  that  "as  many  as  touched 
him    were    saved."    When    our   parents    in    the   Garden    of 


Eden  sinned,  they  fell  from  Grace.  The  work  of  our  Lord 
in  saving  His  people  is  the  work  of  restoring  the  marred 
image   of   God   that   He   intended   for   man   to   possess. 

III.  JESUS  SAVES  US  FROM  OUR  SINS  BY  RES- 
CUING US.  When  the  life-guard  plunges  into  the  water 
to  bi-ing  out  a  drowning  person,  we  say  that  the  person 
has  been  saved  from  drowning.  When  a  fireman  climbs  a 
ladder  and  finally  is  able  to  bring  a  person  trapped  in 
the  burning  building  safely  to  the  ground,  we  say  that 
the  fireman  has  saved  that  person  from  buining  to  death. 
Jesus  said  that  He  was  the  Good  Shepherd  and  that  the 
Good  Shepherd  gives  His  life  for  the  sheep.  Then  He 
went  on  to  tell  the  story  of  how  a  man  had  a  hundred 
sheep,  but  one  evening  one  was  missing.  The  Good  Shep- 
herd then  went  out  into  the  darkness  and  the  storm  and 
searched  UNTIL  He  found  that  sheep  that  had  gone 
astray.  How  many  times  we  see  Jesus  going  about  during 
His  lifetime  on  earth  rescuing  broken  bits  of  humanity. 
There  was  the  demoniac  of  Gadara  who  came  finally  and 
sat  at  the  feet  of  Jesus  in  his  right  mind.  There  were 
the  publicans  and  the  harlots  who  were  bidden  to  go  into 
the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.  Jesus  came  to  I'escue  people 
from  their  sins. 

IV.  JESUS  SAVES  US  FROM  OUR  SINS  BY  RE- 
DEEMING US.  Jesus  is  not  content  with  merely  rescu- 
ing people  fi'om  their  sins,  He  is  interested  in  breaking 
the  power  of  sin  in  their  lives.  It  is  a  necessary  thing 
to  rescue  the  sheep  that  have  gone  astray,  but  it  is  a 
better  policy  to  teach  them — especially  after  they  have 
been  rescued  from  some  terrible  experience — to  remain 
with  the  sheep.  In  other  words,  the  nature  and  the  de- 
sii'es  of  the  sheep  must  be  changed.  Thus  it  is  that  men 
who  began  by  craving  deliverance  from  foes  and  the 
various  mischances  of  life  came  to  God  at  last  for  re- 
demption from  their  own  worse  self  and  from  the  terrible 
power  of  evil  habit. 

Conclusion:  "Jesus  shall  save  His  people  from  their 
sins."  A  name  such  as  this  cannot  be  confined  to  mere 
tenses.  It  covers  all  the  past — certainly,  but  also  the 
present,  as  when  St.  Paul  declared  that  Jesus  "gave  him- 
self for  our  sins,  that  he  might  deliver  us — that  is,  save 
us — from  this  present  evil  world."  And  finally,  it  widens 
its  outlook  and  takes  in  the  entire  future,  for  He  "is  able 
to  save  them  to  the  uttermost  that  come  unto  God  by 
him."  As  someone  has  put  it,  "He  is  able  to  save  us  up 
to  the  goal." 

"God  is  with  us,  God  is  with  us, 

So  our  brave  forefathers  sang. 
Far  across  the  field  of  battle 

Loud  their  holy  war  cry  rang. 
Never  once  they  feared  or  faltered, 

Never  once  they  ceased  to  sing, 
God  is  with  us,  God  is  with  us, 

Christ   our  Lord   shall   reign    as    King." 
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TOPIC  FOR  JANUARY  3,  19.'>4 

CHRIST    IS   THE   ANSWER   FROM    THE   BEGINNING 

FOR  LIFE 


O 


SCRIPTURE    READING— JOHN    1:1-4 

UR  TOPICS   FOR  THE  FIRST  QUARTER  of  1954 
are  centered  around  the  theme,  "Christ  Is  The  An- 
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vci."  This  month  we  shall  think  togothor  about  the. 
icme,  "Christ  Is  The  Answer  From  The  HoKinning." 
his  evening,  then  let  us  discuss  the  subject  "Christ  is 
le  answer  from  the  beginning." 

The  ancients  had  a  saying,  "All  roads  lead  to  Rome." 
o  might  we  say  of  Scripture,  "Eveiy  verse  points  to 
hrist."  If  we  have  the  ability  to  see  it,  there  is  a  "scar- 
't  thread  i-unning  from  (lenesis  to  Revelation."  A  man 
nee  came  to  Whistler  and  asked  for  his  aid  in  hanging 
p  a  new  picture.  The  man  complained  that  he  could  not 
t  the  picture  to  the  room.  After  looking  the  mattei-  over, 
V^histler  exclaimed,  "Man,  you  can't  fit  the  picture  to 
he  room;  you  must  fit  the  room  to  the  picture."  When 
/e  bring  the  pictures  of  life  which  Christ  has  painted, 
/e  find  it  does  not  fit  this  modern  world.  The  world  must 
■e  remodelled  to  fit  the  picture. 

I.  CHRIST  IS  THE  ANSWER  BECAUSE  HE  HAS 
4ADE  US.  In  the  first  chapter  of  Genesis  we  read  that 
iod  said,  "Let  us  make  man  in  our  image."  Then  we  are 
old  that  God  formed  man  out  of  the  dust  of  the  earth 
ind  breathed  into  his  nostrils  the  breath  of  life.  It  is  sig- 
lificant,  I  believe,  that  the  Bible  does  not  tell  us  how 
iod  made  man  out  of  the  dust  of  the  earth,  but  it  does 
iffirm,  and  all  Christians  know,  that  God  did  form  man 
lut  of  the  dust  of  the  earth.  The  third  verse  of  John's 
gospel  says,  "All  things  were  made  by  him;  and  without 
lim  was  not  anything  made  that  was  made." 

If  you  ask  the  question,  "What  is  the  answer  to  man's 
leginning?"  it  is  simply  that  Christ  has  made  us  in  his 
iwn  image.  When  we  sinned,  He  came  into  the  world  to 
eek  us  and  to  save  us. 

"I  know  not  how  that  Bethlehem's  Babe 

Could  in  the  God-head  be : 
I  only  know  the  manger  Child 

Has  brought  God's  life  to  me. 

"I  know  not  how  that  Calv'ry's  cross 

A  world  from  sin  could  free : 
I  only  know  its  matchless  love 

Has  brought  God's  love  to  me. 

"I  know  not  how  that  Joseph's  tomb 

Could  solve  death's  mystery: 
I  only  know  a  living  Christ 

Our  mortality." 

II.  CHRIST  IS  THE  ANSWER  TO  LIFE  BECAUSE 
IE  GIVES  ETERNAL  LIFE.  The  idea  of  life,  and  in 
•articular  "eternal  life" — to  use  the  fuller  expression — 
s  one  of  the  leading  ideas  of  John's  Gospel.  "This  is  life 
temal,  that  they  should  know  thee  the  only  true  God, 
,nd  him  whom  thou  didst  send,  even  Jesus  Christ!"  Eter- 
lal  life  is  not  something  that  is  to  be  looked  for  in  the 
uture,  it  is  something  that  we  enjoy  in  the  present. 
Vhere  it  is  found  the  mind  responds  to  every  good 
bought  and  the  heart  thrills  with  joy  unspeakable.  It  is 
loth  the  fulfilment  of  our  deepest  craving  and  of  our 
lighest  aspiration.  This  is  the  writer's  message.  Looking 
lack  to  the  days  of  his  companionship  with  the  Lord,  he 
ealized  that  "To  know  Him  was  life  eternal"  and  to  see 
,nd  know  Him  was  to  see  and  know  God. 

in.  CHRIST  IS  THE  ANSWER  TO  THE  BEGIN- 
flNG   OF  LIFE  BECAUSE    HE    STILL    MEETS    THE 


NEEDS  OF  .ME.N.  'Jorjay,  in  the  twentieth  century,  men 

want  life  just  as  much  as  they  did  in  the  firHt  century. 
Does  Christ  still  meet  our  needs  in  this  oonfuw^l  and 
complicated  world?  'ITie  writer  of  EcclesiaHtes  wanted  life 
and  so  he  went  out  U;  find  it.  He  went  out  and  found 
knowledge,  but  not  life.  He  searched  for  life  in  pleasure 
but  he  failed  in  his  quest.  He  turned  to  businesH  with 
no  success.  The  accumulations  of  wealth  proved  to  be  no 
hfttcr  tfian  the  rest.  All  of  his  search  for  life  in  the 
world  proved  to  be  "Vanity  of  Vaniti's."  Then  he  went 
beyond  the  sun  to  Grxi  and  found  the  beginning  of  real 
life. 

IV.  HOW  DOES  CHRIST  BE<  OME  THE  BKGI.N- 
NING  OF  LIFE  FOR  US?  If  we  are  to  experience  this 
new  beginning  of  life,  we  must  give  ourselves  in  complete 
surrender  to  Christ.  We  must  be  willing  to  follow  Him. 
Some  years  ago  a  group  of  college  students  went  to  a 
football  game  and  had  to  travel  through  the  mountains 
of  Virginia.  In  the  mountains  a  fog  de.scended  on  them 
and  they  could  not  see  the  road  with  their  lights.  Then 
a  police  car  came  along  and  invited  them  to  follow.  By 
following  him  they  were  able  to  cross  the  mountain  .safely 
because  he  had  lights  which  could  penetrate  the  fog. 
Once  they  dropped  too  far  behind  and  the  going  was  bad 
again,  but  the  police  waited  until  they  caught  up  and 
they  travelled  on  in  comparative  safety. 

Christ  is  the  light  of  the  world.  Without  Him,  we  can- 
not see  the  way,  but  if  we  stay  close  to  Him  we  can  face 
the  darkness  without  fear. 

Those  who  have  traveled  through  desert  country  know 
what  a  wonderful  experience  it  is  to  leave  the  burning 
sands  for  the  cool  shade  of  an  oasis.  The  lowest  spot  in 
the  United  States  is  Death  Valley  in  southern  California. 
It  lies  276  feet  below  sea  level  and  is  one  of  the  hottest 
places  on  earth.  Many  travelers  lost  their  lives  in  the 
days  of  the  gold  rash  of  1849  as  they  tried  to  cross  this 
fiery  desert.  The  bleaching  bones  of  men  and  of  animals 
were  strewn  along  the  trail.  Most  of  these  died  of  thirst. 
When  they  did  find  a  water  hole,  it  was  usually  brackish 
and  undrinkable,  or  completely  dry.  That  tragedy  is  that 
they  did  not  know  that  two  great  rivers  flow  beneath  the 
surface,  and  fresh  springs  are  not  far-  below  the  salty 
crust.  More  tragic  is  the  picture  of  those  who  travel 
through  a  world  of  sin  and  sorrow  and  never  realize  that 
Christ  is  by  their  side.  The  water  of  life  is  all  around 
you.  Will  you  drink  of  it  and  live  ? 


How  About 
Your  Offerings?? 


Give  through  your  local  church,  or  if  this  is  not  pos- 
sible, note  the  following  infomiation.  Church  Treasurers, 
also  please  note: 

WHITE  GIFT  OFFERING 

Make  checks  to  Henry  Bates.  Ti-e.asurer  of  National 
Sunday  School  Assn.,  and  address  to  Pi"of.  Henry  Bates. 
.\shland   College,   Ashlaivd,   Ohio. 
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VOIR  NEEDS  FOR  1934 

OX  THE  THRESHOLD  OF  A  NEW  YEAR  we  need 
to  forget  our  past  failures  and  successes  and  press 
forward  to  do  greater  works  for  our  Saviour  (Phil.  3:  13, 
14).  Lei  us  remember  the  past  year  only  as  it  helps  us 
to  avoid  mistakes  in  the  future  (Prov.  16:17).  Ahead  of 
us  is  a  road  for  which  we  shall  need  a  Guide  (Isaiah 
30:21).  It  is  a  way  new  and  untraveled  before,  and  we 
know  not  what  it  has  in  store  for  us  (Joshua  3:4).  We 
do  not  know  the  way,  but  we  may  know  our  Guide  and 
He  knows  the  way  we  should  tread  (Job  23:10;  28:23). 
We  can  shun  the  way  of  the  wicked  and  walk  the  way  of 
the  truth   (Psalm  119:27,  29,  30,  32,  33,  104). 

For  1954  you  need  a  Guidebook  that  has  directions  for 
every  day,  a  solution  for  every  life  problem   (Luke  4:4). 

"What  is  a  home  without  a  Bible? 

'Tis  a  home  where  daily  bread 
For  the  body  is  provided. 

But  the  soul  is  never  fed. 

"What  is  home  without  a  Bible? 

'Tis  a  family  out  at  sea, 
Compass  lost  and  rudder  broken. 

Drifting,  drifting  thoughtlessly." 

In  this  uncertain  and  changing  life  we  need  to  cling  to 
the  unchanging  Word  of  God  (Isaiah  40:8)  as  our  con- 
stant daily  guide. 

"Praise  God  for  the  Bible, 

A  lamp  in  our  path, 
A  guide  through  life's  journey, 

And  shadow  of  death." 

Then  we  shall  need  proper  company — the  kind  we 
should  have  (Prov.  12:26;  16:29).  We  shall  need  a  Friend 
Whose  nearness  will  keep  us  from  evil  in  the  hours  of 
weakness  (Prov.  18:24;  John  14:6;  Heb.  4:14-16).  Let  us 
obey  His  "go  ye"  in  order  that  we  may  claim  His  prom- 
ised presence  (Matt.  28:19,  20).  His  company  will  deter- 
mine your  attitude  and  actions   (Luke  24:29-32). 

On  Highway  54  you  will  need  the  Holy  Spirit  (John 
16:13).  You  will  need  spiritually-minded  Christian  friends 
(Prov.  6:3;  17:17;  19:6;  27:6). 

"Make  friends  of  God's  children 
Help  those  who  are  weak; 
Forgetting  in  nothing 
His  blfssing  to  seek." 

You  will  need  much  faith  daily  as  you  face  the  detours 
of  disappointment  and  trial  (2  Cor.  5:7).  God  specializes 
in  leading  His  children  through  hard  places  (1  John  5:4). 
You  will   need   faith   in  God  for  1954   (Mark  11:22). 

"Have  you  come  tf»  the  Rfd  Sea  place  in  your  life, 


Where  in  spite  of  all  you  can  do. 
There  is  no  way  out,  there  is  no  way  back, 
Thei'e  is  no  other  way  but  through  ? 

"Then  wait  on  the  Lord  with  a  trust  serene. 

Till  the  night  of  your  fear  is  gone'; 
He  will  send  the  wind,  He  will  heap  the  floods, 

When  He  says  to  your  soul,  '(lo  on.'  " 

Seek  to  serve  through  this  new  year  by  a  helping  han 
(Acts  10:38;  Romans  12:13),  by  comforting  the  sorrow 
ing  (1  Thess.  4:18;  2  Cor.  1:4),  by  restoring  those  wh 
aie  following  afar  off  (Gal.  6:1;  James  5:20),  and  b 
witnessing  to  the  lost  (Ezek.  33:8). 

The  only  proper  prescription  for  every  soul  for  1954 
Matt.  6:33,  34.  Follow  this  prescription  and  give  God 
chance  (Joshua  24:15). 


«    m»m    I 


HAVE  THY  WILL 

I  will  be  still,  my  bruised  heart  faintly  murmured, 

As  o'er  me  rolled  a  crushing  load  of  woe; 
The  cry,  the  call,  e'en  the  low  moan  was  stifled: 

I  pressed  my  lips;  I  barred  the  tear  drop's  flow. 

I  will  be  still,  although  I  cannot  see  it. 

The  love  that  bares  a  soul  and  fans  pain's  fire; 

That  takes  away  the  last  sweet  drop  of  solace. 

Breaks  the  lone  harp  string,  hides  Thy  precious  lyie. 

But  God  is  love,  so  I  will  bide  me,  bide  me — 
We'll  doubt  not,  Soul,  we  will  be  very  still; 

We'll  wait  till  after  while,  when  He  shall  lift  us — 
Yes,  after  while,  when  it  shall  be  His  will. 

And  I  did  listen  to  my  heart's  brave  promise; 

And  I  did  quiver,  struggling  to  be  still; 
And  I  did  lift  my  tearless  eyes  to  Heaven, 

Repeating  ever,  "Yea,  Christ,  have  Thy  will." 

But  soon  my  heart  upspake  from  'neath  our  burden,  j 

Reproved  my  tight-drawn  lips,  my  visage  sad:  i 

"We  can  do  more  than  this,  O  Soul,"  it  whispei'ed,  '> 
"We  can  be  more  still,  we  can  be  glad!" 

And  now  my  heart  and  I  are  sweetly  singing —  ' 

Singing  without  the  sound  of  tuneful  strings; 

Drinking  abundant  waters  in  the  desert; 

Crushed  and  yet  soaring  as  on  eagle's  wings. 

— Author  Unknown. 

"NOTHING  CAN  OCCUR  beyond  the  strength  of  faith 
to  sustain,  or  transcend  the  resources  of  religion  to  re- 
lieve" (1  Cor.  10:13;  2  Cor.  12:9).  The  Scripture  exhorts 
us  to  prayer  while  under  affliction  (James  5:13).  We 
are  told  to  pray  to  God  that  He  will  consider  our  trouble 
(2  Kings  19:16;  Neh.  9:32;  Psalm  9:13;  Lam.  5:1).  We 
are  to  pray  for  God's  presence  and  His  support  (Psalm 
10:1;  102:2),  We  are  to  pray  that  the  Holy  Spirit  may 
not  be  withdrawn  from  us,  a  sure  happening  if  we  bc'- 
come  bitter  (51:11).  We  are  to  ask  for  divine  comfort 
(Psalm  4:6;  119:76).  We  are  to  pray  for  relief  from  trou- 
ble (Psalm  39:12,  13).  'We  are  to  seek  deliverance  through 
prayer  (Psalm  25:17,  22;  39:10;  Isaiah  65:9-12;  Jer. 
17:14). 

"It  is  a  great  thing  when  the  cup  of  bitterness  is 
pressed  to  our  lips,  to  feel   that  it  is  not  fate  nor  neces- 
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sity,  but  divine  love  working  upon  us  for  good  oikIk." 
To  cooperate  with  the  merciful  working  of  that  love  we 
should  plead  for  pardon  and  deliverance  from  sin  (Psalm 
39:8;  51:1;  79:8).  It  is  a  time  for  turning  to  God  with- 
out reservation  (Psalm  80:7;  85:4-G;  Jer.  31:18).  It  is  a 
time  to  be  teachable,  to  seek  direction  (Job  34:32;  Psalm 
27:11;  143:10). 

"Is  there  no  other  way,  O  God, 

Except  through  sorrow,  pain  and  loss, 

To  stamp  Christ's  image  on  my  soul  ? 
No  other  way  except  the  Cross  ? 

And  then  a  Voice  stills  all  my  soul, 
As  stilled  the  waves  of  Galilee; 

"Canst  thou  not  bear  the  furnace  heat. 

If  'mid  the  flames  I  walk  with  thee  ? 
"I  bore  the  Cross,  I  know  its  weight, 

I  drank  the  cup  I  hold  for  thee; 
Canst  thou  not  follow  where  I  lead? 

I'll   give   the    strength — lean    thou    on    me." 

Pray  for  mercy  (Psalm  6:2;  Hab.  3:2),  for  increase  of 
faith  (Mark  9:24),  restoration  to  joy  (Psalm  51:8,  12; 
69:29;  90:14,  15),  for  protection  and  preservation  (2 
Kings  19:19;  2  Chron.  20:12;  Psalm  17:8,  9).  Let  us 
sense  the  causes  of  our  trouble  (Job  6:24;  10:2;  13:23, 
24),  and  be  taught  the  uncertainty  of  life  (Psalm  39:4), 
that  we  may  be  quickened   (Psalm  143:11). 


Lesson  Comments  by  Fred  C.  Vanator 

Lesson  for  December  27,  1953 
"THY  KINGDOM  COME" 


Lesson; 


Matthew    (i:9-10;    28:16-20;    John    17:18-21;    Acts 
1:6-8;   Revelation  11:15b 


WITH  THIS  LESSON  we  complete  the  present  cycle. 
To  sum  up  this  quarter's  lessons  in  the  words  of 
another,  "The  world  would  be  a  better' place  in  which  to 
live  if  the  liquor  traffic  w'ere  eliminated,  if  homes,  schools 
and  churches  were  strengthened  and  improved,  if  the  eco- 
nomic order  were  built  upon  unselfishness  and  fair  play, 
if  governments  were  honest  and  efficient,  and  Christian 
brotherhood  universally  acknowledged  and  the  curse  of 
war  forever  removed.  The  great  obstacle  to  the  achieve- 
ment of  all  these  aspirations  of  mankind  is  man  himself." 
But  does  man  in  general  want  all  these  things  to  come 
to  pass?  Let  us  see  when  we  apply  the  acid  test  that  is 
found  in  our  lesson  for  this  closing  Sunday  of  1953. 

Multiplied  thousands  have  repeated  the  words  found  in 
the  "model  prayer"  which  came  from  the  lips  of  Jesus 
when  His  disciples  said,  'Lord,  teach  us  to  pray."  How 
thoughtlessly  we  repeat  these  words,  Our  Father  which 
art  in  heaven,  Hallowed  be  thy  name;  Thy  kingdom  come, 
Thy  will   be   done   in  earth   as   it    is    in    heaven."    THY 
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KiN(;DOM  COME:  IHY  WII>L  liE  DONE!"  And  we  re- 
peat and  repeat  it  (Note  I  did  not  say  'pray  it" J — with 
little  or  no  thought  of  what  it  all  means.  Someone  has 
said,  "Prayer  is  work;  prayer  works;  prayer  leadg  to 
woik  .  .  .  'Come'  requires  'GO'  t/j  complete  it."  Jesus  said 
in  His  own  High  Priestly  Prayer  (John  17;  "As  thou 
didst  send  me  into  the  world,  even  so  have  f  sent  them 
into  the  world,"  and  He  also  said,  as  we  find  in  the  Great 
Commission,  "Go  ye,  therefore  into  all  the  world." 

Our  lesson  title,  "Thy  Kingdom  Come,"  should  make 
us  very  thoughtful.  Are  we  ready  for  the  "Kingdom  of 
God"  to  descend  upon  us?  Are  we  willing  to  meet  the 
conditions  and  submit  ourselves  to  what  those  three 
words  leally  mean?  Note  the  four  words  which  follow 
them,  "Thy  will  be  done,"  and  remember  that  it  says  that 
the  will  of  God  is  to  be  carried  out  here  on  this  earth 
just  as  it  is  in  heaven.  In  heaven,  God's  will  is  supreme 
and  His  orders  are  carried  out  immediately.  There  can 
be  no  misunderstanding  His  will  for  us  here  on  this  earth 
either,  for  it  is  put  in  such  simple  words  that  any  may  un- 
derstand. Note  Jesus'  words,  "All  authority  is  given  unto 
me  in  heaven  and  in  earth,  Go  Ye — Make  disciples — Bap- 
tize them  (by  my  authority)  in  the  Name  of  the  Father 
and  of  the  Son  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit — Teach  them  as 
I  have  commanded  YOU."  And  then,  and  then  only,  will 
He  be  "with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  age." 

When  we  realize  that  no  less  than  seven  out  of  ten 
people  all  over  this  w^orld  do  not  know  Jesus  Christ  as 
Lord  and  Savior,  and  that  many  who  piofess  His  name 
do  not  follow  Him  in  His  activities,  should  it  not  lead  us 
to  a  more  definite  desire  to  do  something  that  will  help 
bring  to  a  consummation  the  plan  of  the  Father  and 
bring  nearer  the  coming  in  of  the  Kingdom  of  our  Lord? 

We  quote  from  another,  "We  are  assured  that  some 
happy  day  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  will  become  the 
kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  His  Christ,  but  we  are  also 
told  that  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  within  us."  "We  can 
help  the  world  get  ready  for  its  coming.  True  prayer  is 
the  key  that  unlocks  the  Kingdom  Gate. 


Lesson  for  January  3,  1951 

GOD  REVEALED  IN  CHRIST 

Lesson:   John    1:14-23;   29-36 

THROUGHOUT  THIS  QUARTER,  and  for  the  first 
three  Sundays  of  the  second  quarter,  we  are  to  study 
the  writings  of  John  the  Apostle,  who  wrote  to  show 
forth  the  "Divine  Love"  of  Jesus  Christ,  as  exemplified 
in  the  life  of  Jesus  as  shown  here  on  this  eai'th.  The 
theme  of  the  entire  course  of  these  studies  can  well  be 
summed  up  in  the  words  which  John  wrote  near  the  close 
of  his  gospel  message,  a  part  of  which  forms  our  Golden 
Text  for  this  first  lesson:  "But  many  other  signs  truly 
did  Jesus  in  the  presence  of  his  disciples  which  are  not 
written  in  this  book:  but  these  are  written,  that  ye  might 
believe  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  God:  and  that 
believing   ye  might   have  life  through   his   Name." 

Space  forbids  us  going  into  much  detiiil  in  either  of 
this  or  any  of  the  subsequent  lessons,  so  we  will  try  to 
confine  our  notes  to  what  we  feel  to  be  the  most  impor- 
tant points  of  the  lesson  text. 

We  first   note  that  John  does  not  feel  it  necessary  to 


PAGE    FOURTEEN 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIS 


go  to  great  lengths  to  prove  the  Deity  of  Josus — he  mere- 
ly makes  his  statements  of  fact.  Note  the  very  opening 
of  his  gospel  (or  rather  to  "The  Gospel  ACCORDING" 
to  him) — "In  the  beginning  ^\-as  the  Word  (the  Logos — 
the  expression  of  God  in  and  through  His  Son)  and  the 
Woi*d  was  God."  In  verse  14  of  this  first  chapter  are 
those  words,  "The  Word  was  made  flesh" — the  doctrine 
of  the  Incarnation.  Then  conies  that  parenthetical  expres- 
sion, "we  l>eheld  his  glory" — we  find  the  memory  of  both 
the  Transfiguration  and  the  Ascension — His  glory  as  the 
Only  Begotten  of  the  Father."  (Remember  throughout 
the  Gospel  that  John  is  writing  "This  Side  of  the  Resur- 
rection.") Then  disregarding  this  parenthesis,  we  note 
that  Jesus  dwelt  among  men  "full  of  grace  and  truth." 

John  reveals  the  Eternal  Existence  of  Jesus  when  he 
quotes  John  the  Baptist,  as  he  points  out  Jesus  as  "The 
Lamb  of  God  which  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world." 
It  was  Jesus  the  eternal  Son,  who  in  the  plan  of  God  was 
"slain  from  the  foundation  of  the  world."  And  here  we 
find  the  Saviorhood  of  Jesus  the  Christ. 

Then  in  verse  34  we-  have  the  very  definite  statement 


of  the  witness  of  John  to  the  fact  that  "He    (Jesus) 
the  SON  OF  GOD."  This  reveals  the  eternal  closeness  < 
the  Son  of  Man  and  the  Father  God. 

So  the  revelation  of  John  as  to  the  relationship  of  J( 
sus  the  Son  and  God  the  Father  is  substantially  state 
in  the  very  opening  part  of  the  Gospel  According  to  Job 
(The  Prologue),  thus — He  is  the  Incarnate  Son  of  Goi 
possessing  the  Glory  of  the  Father,  which  was  His  wit 
the  Father  from  the  very  beginning;  He  was  sent  int 
the  world  by  the  Father  to  reveal  Him  and  to  become  th 
Saviour  of  the  world.  In  this  He  was  an  obedient  Soi 
No  fuller  revelation  of  the  Father  could  be  made  tha 
that  which  was  made  than  by  the  coming  into  the  wor 
of  Jesus  Christ  the  Divine  Son  of  God.  Some  one  ha 
written  that  "God's  fullest  self-revelation  has  been  mad 
in  Christ  and  Christ's  attributes  are  grace  and  truth." 

It  has  been  ti-uthfuUy  said  that  "Everything  that  fo 
lows  the  first  eighteen  verses  of  the  Gospel  according  t< 
John   rest  solidly  upon    the    premise    of    these    opening 
verses.  In  fact,  all  that  follows  is  but  the  continued  illus 
tration  of  what  has  been  declared  in  these  verses." 


Young  Men  and  Boys' 
Brotherhood  Program 

Percy  C.  Miller 
.Month  of  January 

Topic — Self-Knowledge 
Scripture  Reading:  Psahm  19 

Two  navy  boys  lay  mortally  wounded  side  by  side  on 
the  deck  of  the  ship.  One  poor  fellow  raved  and  blas- 
phemed. The  other  boy  seemed  to  be  made  of  different 
stuff.  He  said:  "Hold  hard,  shipmate!  It  will  soon  be  over. 
We've  got  but  little  time  to  live.  Let's  be  decent."  Of 
couree  our  hearts  go  out  to  the  one  in  pain  and  virtually 
driven  crazy.  But  we  admire  the  noble  and  quiet  resolu- 
tion of  the  other.  I  relate  this  incident  because  these 
brave  words  of  the  boy  sound  a  note  appropriate  to  this 
time.  This  being  the  beginning  of  another  year  should 
set  us  to  thinking:  "We've  got  but  little  time  to  live; 
let's  be  decent."  This  call  comes  to  us  today. 

If  tomorrow  is  to  be  a  day  of  hope,  today  should  be 
a  day  of  thought.  If  tomorrow  is  a  day  of  wishes,  today 
should  be  a  day  of  questions.  If  tomori'ow  is  a  day  of 
i-esolutions,  today  .should  be  a  day  of  examinations.  How 
many  of  us  this  day  found  out  how  things  are  going  vidth 
our  souls?  You,  no  doubt,  read  books  this  past  year;  how 
many  looked  into  the  .story  your  life  is  telling?  You  have 
had  rich  experiences  this  pa.st  year;  do  you  know  your 
own  self  better?  If  this  year  is  to  challenge  us  to  nobler 
achievement,  it  will  come  thiough  a  careful  stock-taking. 
And  yet,  "Who  can  understand  his  eiTors?" 

Most  of  us  have  a  full  and  busy  life.  But  we  are  often 
busy  with  unimportant  things;  greater  things  are  passed 
or  missed.  Things  of  greater  interest  are  crushed  out.  A 


crying  evil  of  today  is  the  rush  and  fever  of  life.  A 
Quaker  lady  asked  Mr.  Southey  how  he  spent  his  24  hours 
of  each  day.  When  told,  she  then  asked,  "But  Mr.  Southey, 
when  dost  thou  do  thy  thinking?"  The  dogma  of  today  is 
that  we  must  be  doing  things.  We  are  so  busy  today  that 
we  hai-dly  have  time  to  eat.  Pascal  once  said  that  "half 
of  the  calamities  of  the  world  come  about  because  men 
are  not  willing  to  sit  still  in  a  room."  Sir  Isaac  Newton^ 
was  asked  to  explain  how  he  solved  mathematical  prob-i 
lems.  He  answered  by  saying,  "By  thinking  into  it." 

Things  that  hinder  a  true  knowledge  of  self  is  a  light 
view  of  sin.  Rossetti  tells  a  story  of  an  elderly  man  who 
came  into  his  office  or  studio  one  day,  bringing  speci- 
mens of  paintings.  Rossetti  could  find  no  value  in  the 
fir.st  group.  Looking  at  the  second  group,  Rossetti  said, 
"This  is  the  work  of  a  young  student  who  will  distinguish 
him.self."  The  elderly  man  said,  "Sir,  I  was  that  student." 
Possibilities  are  one  thing;  realities  are  another.  Capa- 
bilities are  one  thing;  achievements  are  another.  Mr. 
Drummond  was  a.sked  at  a  revival  meeting  to  speak  a 
few  words.  He  replied  by  saying,  "I  will  but  make  one 
statement  and  ask  one  question;  I  could  see  no  real  con- 
viction of  sin  in  this  revival  which  was  always  a  marked 
reality  in  others.  Has  God  modified  the  method  of  sal- 
vation?" Certainly  Dr.  Drummond  did  state  a  fact  and 
it  is  possibly  truer  today  than  when  he  .spoke  it  50  years 
ago.  The  trend  today  is  to  treat  sin  very  lightly.  People 
try  to   dress   sin   up   today  in   fine-sounding  phrases. 

A  right  understanding  of  our  errors  is  a  gradual  and 
silent  growth  of  sin.  When  something  springs  upon  us 
unawares,  we  are  aroused.  When  it  comes  gradually,  we 
are  not  apt  to  take  notice.  Children  soon  grow  out  of 
knowledge  of  those  who  have  not  seen  them  for  a  while. 
It  is  hard  for  parents  to  feel  that  they  have  grown  up; 
it  was  gradual  with  them.  As  such  we  are  apt  to  be  dulled 
by  sin.  Such  is  the  way  that  Satan  deals  with  men  today. 
The  most  deadly  evils  do  not  leap  upon  us;  they  creep 
upon  us. 

Slow  and  silent  sin  is  the  cause  of  self-ignorance  and 
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moral  disaster.  There  is,  however,  no  sin  too  powerful 
to  be  gotten  rid  of.  If  we  cry,  "O  wretched  man  that  I 
am,  who  shall  deliver  me?"  The  Gospel  answers,  "Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord."  "Who  can  undeistand  his  errors? 
Cleanse  me  from  secret  faults."  He  is  able,  able  to  save 
unto  the  uttermost. 

There  are  four  ways  of  measuring  time: 
1.  By  birth;  most  common  way  to  us. 
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2.  By  knowNlge;  have  we  grown  wJKer? 

3.  By  character;  are  we  better  than  we  were  Jan.  1,  VJb'61 

4.  By   service;   are   we   old   enough   to  Herve   God? 

Now  is  the  time  for  us  to  take  stock  of  ourHelvcH. 
What  changes  do  we  want  io  see  in  the  year  that  ih  be- 
fore us?  If  we  haven't  mado  lesolutions,  or  even  if  we 
have,  it  isn't  too  late;  to  make  a  few  more.  Let  us  examine 
ourselves  in  the  light  of  His  glorious  Gospel. 
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EVANGELISTIC    MEETING    AT    BURLINGTON,    INU. 

This  meeting  began  October  11th,  and  concluded  Oc- 
tober 25th  at  noon  with  a  Harvest  Home  Carry-in  Dinner. 
Brother  Myron  Dodds,  Minister,  now  in  his  second  year 
of  shepherding  these  fine  people,  and  who  has  deeply  en- 
sconsed  himself  and  his  splendid  family  in  the  affections 
of  this  congregation  and  community,  had  things  w^ell  pre- 
pared for  the  evangelist  to  go  fovAvard. 

Splendid  care  was  given  to  our  comfort,  and  we  were 
happy  indeed  to  meet  again  after  eleven  years  those  who 
had  found  Christ  in  a  meeting  with  this  congregation 
wh'ch  we  conducted  in  1942,  continuing  steadfast  in  the 
Faith. 

The  special  music  provided  by  a  teen-age  girls  trio,  and 


((uaj-tette,  was  inspiring  undei-  direction  of  Mrs.  RuH.sell 
Kodkey.  Another  lovely  tieat  was  thf-  music  of  the  Bailey 
family  singing  together:  father,  mother,  son,  and  daugh- 
ter; and  the  constancy  of  the  organists  and  pianists  made 
the  conducting  of  the  song  seivice  a  joy.  These  are  just 
a  few  of  the  many  nice  things  we  enjoyed  with  the  Bur- 
lington Brethren. 

A  Bible  Reading  Contest  was  sponsored  between  the 
Burlington  and  Peru  congregations.  The  Burlington'ans 
came  up  with  a  total  of  1478  chapters.  Peiuans  presente<I 
1150  chapters.  God  bless  them. 

Visitors  fx'om  Teegarden,  Loree,  Peru,  College  Corners, 
Howard  Church  of  the  Brethren,  and  Dry  Creek  Church 
of  the  Brethren;  truly  a  sweet  fellowship  when  Brethren 
meet  to  worship  and  praise  the  Lord,  our  G<xl. 

Results:  visible,  ten  teen-agers  and  adults;  but  are  we 
not  too  prone  to  count  numbers  while  God  counts  hearts? 
Thank  you  Burlingtonians,  for  the  opportun'ty  to  one*- 
more  speak  to  you  the  unsearchable  riches  of  God's 
Grace. 

The  McCartneysmiths,  Evangelists, 

Waterloo,  Iowa. 


•Birth  Of  A  Carol 

It  happened  one  star-still  Christmas  Vj\^'. 
No  organ  echoed  in  that  little  church 
Of  Austria  for  they,  upon  a  search. 
Had  found  the  bellows  gnawed  by  mice.  Conceive — 
At  such  a  happy  time — an  incident 
So  disappointing;  how  could  they  delay 
The  moments  melting  hurriedly  away? 
How  could  they  sing  without  an  instrument  .  .  . 
The  hour  was  come  to  worship,  to  rejoice : 
Kindly,  Franz  Gruber  played  on  his  guitar 
That  carol-of-all-choii*s.  Bar  followed  bar 
Of  golden  eloquence  guiding  each  voice — 
To  music  Father  Mohr  asked  him  to  write. 
To  clothe  those  sacred  words  of  "Silent  Night." 

Annabelle  Menifield. 
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LESSON  COMMENTARIES 

1954 


STANDARD 

■LESSON 
COMMRNTABV 


POINT' 
FMPHASIi' 
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THE  STANDARD  LESSON  COMMEN- 
TARY will  be  an  invaluable  assistant  to 
Sunday  School  teachers  and  Bible  students 
alike  .  .  .  An  excellent  true-to-the-Bible 
working  addition  to  any  Christian's  li- 
brary. 448  page  commentary  only  $2.95. 

Points   for    Emphasis 

By  Clifton  J.  Allen 

A  compact,  pocket-size  commentary  on 
the  international  Sunday  School  lessons 
for  1954.  Each  Bible  lesson  has  an  intro- 
ductory paragi-aph  ...  an  explanation  of 
the  lesson  .  .  .  Truths  to  Live  By  ...  A 
Verse  to  Remember,  and  the  daily  .Bible 
readings.  Price  75c. 


Higley's     Sunday     School     Lesson 
Commentary 

The  Bible  is  presented  as  God's  revealed 
Word.  An  abundance  of  usable  material 
for  the  Bible  teacher,  adaptable  to  all 
methods  of  instruction.  Simple,  concise, 
and  true  to  fundamentals.  $2.00. 

Peloubet's  Select  Notes 

By  Wilbur  M.  Smith 

A  Commentary  on  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching. 
This  volume  is  complete  in  every  respect 
containing  maps,  full-page  reproductions 
of  famous  paintings,  a  bibliography,  and 
a  compi'ehensivc  index.  Price  $2.75. 


IJroadman  Comments 
By    R.    Paul    Caudill 

A  lesson  commentary  organized  to  help  Bible  students  to  see  Bible  study  in  its 
larger  perspective.  Each  lesson  is  developed  according  to  an  outline  .  .  .  significant 
words  and  phra.ses  are  explained  .  .  .  The  whole  passage  is  treated  under  a  unified 
outline — the  significance  of  .Bible  teaching  for  present-day  Christians  is  summarized. 
Price  $2.25. 

Include   15c   Mailing  Cost   on   (he   Above   Items. 


Order  from  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company 

Ashland,    Ohio. 
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